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Moscow
April lh, 1958,

Dear Prime Minister:

: One of the most urgent .questions of the international

~ relations of our day and one which causes an especially profound
concern to millions of people in all countries throughout the
World is the need for the immediate cessation of tests of atomic
And hydrogen weapons of various kinds. It is not difficult to
‘Understand the deep anxiety which the continuation of experi-

“omental explosions of nuclear weapons arouses among all the
Strata of population, from political figures, experts and
Scientists to simple folk, ordinary workers of cities and
Villages, and mothers of families. It is these tests which
‘Accelerate the arms race, which facilitate the development of new

destructive and lethal kinds of nuclear weapons, and which thus
1ncrease all the more the threat of an atomic war which hangs
OVer mankind. . ,

SWJe : Moreover, even now, in time of peace, systematic
SXperimental explosions of atomic and hydrogen weapons cause
harm to the health of peaceful, unsuspecting, innocent people

*Of different countries. In.the petition signed by 9,235
solentists of Ul countries and submitted in January 1958 to the
eCretary-~General of the United Nations, it states that each
qustﬂexplosion,of a nuclear bomb increases the radioactive

~ {2ll-out, thus causing harm to the health of people all over
i t € world and. jeopardizing the normal development of future
| gg@erationsj : : 4 ‘ : & ‘
;%E*“” - Taking all this into. account the Soviet Government has
| olle to the conclusion that it is not possible to delay the
'Wﬁgiution of the problem of ending nuclear weapon tests any
,aﬂneer since irreparable damage to the health of the people
%8000t be permitted. ¥ v 2dneno
AERRS e o4 . efwvtoave sid
Unj As of today only three powers=-the U.S.S.R., the
it ted States and Great Britain--possess nuclear weapons and
fop ' OUld therefore be comparatively easy to reach an agreement
oty ding nuclear weapon tests. Unless tests are ended now
in <o .countries can come in time to possess nuclear weapons and
renA¢h circumstances it will, of course, be more difficult to
"S8CN an agreement on the cessation of tests, - |
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Tepa} For the past three years the Soviet Government have
. Gprecatedly approached the Governments of the United States and
”“%§~§t~3r tain with the proposal to end atomic and hydrogen
i as gh tests, Since the Government of the United States as well
;ék’ggwe Government of Great Britain did not wish to agree to the
F;‘htxgtion of nuclear tests without a time-limit, the Soviet side
égst°TWardAa‘perosal, as a beginning, to stop these test at
. for a limited period, for instance two to three years.
eStagPOposals of the U.S.5.R. on this question provide for the
of tei%:hment of necessary international control over the cessation




In spite of all this an agreement to solve the question
of the unconditional and immediate cessation or even of the
temporary suspension of nuclear tests had unfortunately not yet
been reached.

Motivated by'a desire to make'a practical start in
the cessation everywhere of atomic and hydrogen weapon tests
and thus to take ‘the first step toward the complete liberation
of mankind from the' threat of an atomic war of'annihiliation,
the Supreme Soviet of the Unionoof Soviet Socialist Republics
has resolved to stop the testing of all types of atomic and
hydrogen weapons in the Soviet Union.

Implementing this resolution of the Supreme Soviet of
the U.5.5.R., the Soviet ‘Government has decided unilaterally
to ‘stop -the testing-of all types of ‘atomic ‘and hydrogen weapons
from March 31, 1958. ‘ : I TI90RGNE

- The Soviet Government 'has approached the Governments
of the United States and ‘Great Britain with ‘@ ' proposal to join
in this measure. “The Soviet Government 'calls upon the Governmen
of Canada ‘to'‘support this initiative in the commow interest of
all mankind. lo 21 v Yisall 1107 in : 9Lz

If ‘the governments of the countries that now possess [
‘niiclear weaponsrsuppOrt~this'propOSal”bf<théﬁU;S‘S,R;*and~t§¥€’ i
in their ‘turny a ‘decision to stop further tésts, then the "' ‘
question which causes profound concern to the peoples of the" ‘M?
whole world will at last find its solution, and thus a great 4 ‘5
step will be ‘made towards establishing genuine confidence be twee™ J
states and consolidating peace ¢ 1o cnolcolous U 1 LT8G~ .
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- However, if the governments of ‘the Gountries that 4re
adin4possessionvo£unuc;ear‘weapon35¢o;nbtivish to reéspond to
this decision of ‘the Soviet Government, preferring to leave -
everything as beforey and continue ‘experiments with atomic and
hydnogen weapons, xhenf¢hetSGVﬁét{Uhion‘will; of ‘dourse, have
no other alternative, in the interests of ensuring its security
than to consider itself free of the obligations which it has
assumed with regard to the cessation of nuclear tests. The
-/Boviet Government would not like the matter to take this course’
;4&7¥:ﬁb§éaiﬁt§x§fess§&'iﬁ‘ﬁﬂefébbeaIQbffthe Soviet Govern-
ment ‘to the Governments ‘of the United States and Great Britalil £
Sgignthegetgovernﬁents wili Join in the initiative of the ;30’*’%209 I
an us make possible ever sa hd
of nuclaar.veaponsrﬁestsawffiv*--xwhe?? anq foreyegzthe ce?mw
renseizs Mk bratt HrEct Rel I M ot oo tosais saliotf]
people from the calamities with Whgcﬁogg?d- oA g ’g ;

| towérﬂ'thﬁusolution;etfthe task-—th

the peoples from the threat of an yidy
deny that the cessation of eggean Stomlc war. “Otie'will har

ot 07 oorsAldowimn, Moy lgriu;m»nist' g o avad e, TN
t?:habove-menti°n‘d-Pr°posals of uhe’§év§§t°3§$§§§h§§§ 32{13 e
- .? POSiﬁive,?eaepion-op the part:of the Government of. C8f
With Sinc‘ﬁrarre‘sp’ect,- | ‘ " ,‘ V'i: § it
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OTTAWA, Ontdrio
May 9, 1958,

Dear Mr. Chairman,

I have given'careful study to your letter of
April ‘%, I ean assure-you that'the subject matter - the

question of nuclear weapons testing - 18 of grave concern to
this spirit that I reply

the Canadian’ Government, Itiis in
~to your message. L .WaozoM ni 3

RSOV “You'willy I“know, be aware of the public statements
- already made by the Government-of 'Canada since your Government
announced-its decision, subject to' 'certain reservations, to

You may have

‘Satisfaction we were tempted at first 'to entertain,

: ' Shortly before your letter was delivered, the

a:“'Ca“nadian Government issued a-statbment»éxplaining our reserva-

~_ tions about a'unilateral~gestupe'b£“this-kind~f0110w1ng on

~ Intensive series of Soviet nuclear tests. We considered that

?“Mhile the ‘suspension of the ‘Soviet nuclear t sting

EhPto be welcomed in the context of the radiation hazard, it

E ( more than the frailest hope that progress on -

disarmament was at last near at hand. For it is axiomatic
that disarmament, to be significant in these times, must be
€ product of negotiation and agreement among nations. The

- Pesults of a decision which could be reversed overnight and
- Without consultation, by your'Goverhneqt.A o

. It is because of the compelling need to erect, at

. Yhatever cost, some tangible and reliable foundation of mutual
- trust that T feel justified in asking you to clarify your

- Position with regard to the establishment of ‘an international
. System for the verifieation”QI'nucleérxtestg,'*gssuming that

- JOU are willing to exchange views on this problem with other
80vernments, I should be interested to know what type of
Practical measures you have in mind to ensure that tests of
Muclear weapons were not being conducted anywhere in the world.
I should further like to know whether you are prepared to :
(S@otiate seriously on this issue in’ the immediate future
'ﬁhrough the United Nations or diplomatic channels, or whether
2°U insist on delaying discussions on these matters until

% Summit meeting has been arranged.

These questions spring from a conviction that govern-
o Ots, whether or not they dispose of nuclear weapons, have
wright, indeed! s duty, to work unceasingly for peace now, for
s @lternative is the possible obliteration of the human race.
s> 1s a matter of such profound significance to mankind that
w lateral and conditional decisions to suspend the testing of

wol€ar arms are not a tolerable substitute for international
3 Sement

_World can hardly be expected to repose confidence in the potential



oy "

When I first learned of your Government's announce-
ment regarding nuclear tests, I ventured to hope that this step
heralded (a genuine disposition to move towards agreement on
other aspects of the disarmament problem. It has, therefore, beell
all the more disappointing and disturbing to me to observe the
attitude which your government has adopted in the recent Security
Council discussions. Personally, I am at a loss to reconcile
the Soviet attitude and argument in these meeting with the
conciliatory tone of your message to me.

Canadians have noted with-concern the unjust
accusations-which your Government suddenly-levelled against
the United States in the Security Council en April-2l, at-a
time when preliminary negotiations towards a summit conference
were on the point of beginning in Moscow. I must also-tell you
frankly that the people of Canada have watched incredulously the
negative reaction of ‘the Soviet Union torthe proposals advanced
on April 29 by the United States for the prevention.of surprise
attack in the Arctic regionss :This is, the very area regarding
which we as Canadians are especially concerned, and which we
have repeatedly offered to epen.te international secrutiny.

If you are really anxious.about developments in-the
Arctic and if you wish to eliminate the possibility of surprise
attack across the polar regions, I, find it hard to understand
why you should cast aside a proposal designed to increase mutua s
security in, that area. : Let me repeat here, Mr. Chairman, that Wn
stand by our offer to make available for international inSPGCtiﬂw
or control any part of our territory, in exchange for a compﬂrabe
concession on your part. . I;would hope -that you would accept so”
arrangement along these lines not only as an indication of -our
good, faith, but as part of a first, experimental .step invbuilding
a system of international safeguards against surprise attack:
When there is, by your own admission, a danger of nuclear wal
breaking out by accident .or miscalculation, it is difficult £OF
Canadians to comprehend your refusal to engage even in -technica
discussions intended to explore the feasibility of an inter--
national system of control. :

ik coa As you know, the Canadian Government has not been
opposed to.a summit meeting for which adequate preparation has
been made in advance. You have yourself stressed the need £OF
preparation, and I am sure that you would agree with me that - ry
considerable preliminary work will be required before satisfact®
arrangements for a summit meeting can be completed. What I
find difficult to understand and to Justify is your view, if %
have interpreted it correctly, that no progress can be m;de on al
ggg%simggrgﬁnt,and,Cnglicgted questions as the control of nuclg
and the prevention o : o
summit'méetingpérrives.‘ SHERD 82t iacly insil the tim9~‘ &

» 6%
Yours sincerelys

JOE G, DIEFENBARER

Land 89
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