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DOMINION BRIDGE COMPANY, Ltd.

Head Office and Works: Branch Offices and Works :

MONTREAL, P.Q. Toronto, Ottawa, Winnipeg
ENGINEERS, MANUFACTURERS & ERECTORS OF STEEL STRUCTURES
CAPACITY - 135,000 TONS

RAILWAY AND HIGHWAY BRIDGES RIVETED PIPE, CAISSONS, BARGES
SWING AND BASCULE SPANS TURNTABLES, ELECTRIC AND HAND POWER CRANES
BUILDINGS OF ALL KINDS HOISTING APPLIANCES, LIFT LOCKS

HEMISPHERICAL BOTTOM AND OTHER TANKS HYDRAULIC REGULATING GATES, ETC.
TRANSMISSION POLES AND TOWERS GEAR CUTTING AND GENERAL MACHINE WORK

Large Stock of Standard Structural Material at all Works

W

Street Lighting

That is Our Business

Large or Small Installations
Multiple or Series Systems
Underground Cable Material
Station Equipment

A. H. WINTER JOYNER,

LIMITED

100 Wellington St. West, TORONTO
[Lewis Building, MONTREAL, Que.

“ Consult a Specialist”
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LAS1ING
WEAR
WITHOUT
REPAIR

& Weak, uncertain cul-
verts will not make
up for the expense you
put on other items of
your roads. Permanence
must be assured from
the time you draw up
your plans.

Pedlar’s “Perfect”

<(oncap
Culverts

keep roads in good repair for years at these vulner-
able points. Made of an anti-corressive
that cannot crack under the severest f‘lu@
strain, and will not rust, pit or corrode.

Krected at small cost and in less time—they end
repaid expense for good. Made in sizes and lengths
to suit any road requirements. Write for Culvert
Reference Book No. 4, M.J,, to-day. It’s FREE.

THE PEDLAR PEOPLE, LIMITED
» (Established . 1861)

Executive Offices and Factories, OSHAWA, Ont.
Branches: Montreal, Otttwa, Toronto, Lont_lon, Winnipeg

: Economy
in Installation and Maintenance

proven by many years of exacting service tests has won °
for STANDARD C.C.C. Wire a permanent place in the
electrical industry. Millions of pounds ‘of it have been
sold to large and discriminating buyers annually for many
years. ~

STANDARD
Colonial Copper Clad Wire

mox G.C.C

has satisfactorily met their requirements, as i3 evidenced
by the numerous “repeat orders” which are constantly
being received. It stands among copper clad wires as
does E.B.B. among galvanized iron wires, that is for
extra best best in quality.
For further information write our nearest branch
office for Bulletin No. 202

Standard Underground Cable Co.
of Canada, Limited
Hamilton, Ont.

Montreal, Que.

: Winoipeg, Man.
Hamilton, Ont. —

Seattle, Wash.

BABCOCK & WILCOX LIMITED

LAGOND

CLEANERS

BOILER TUBE

The latest Lagonda Water and Air-Driven Boiler
Tube Cleaners are the most powerful and efficient tube
cleaners made. They develop higher speed and great-
er power than has heretofore been secured with any
Turbine Cleaner, and their use will materially shorten

‘the time required in cleaning boilers.

These new Lagonda Cleaners are built for all sizes
of tubes, either straight or curved, and they can be

driven by water, air or steam. -
Ask for Catalog L.

LAGONDA Multiple Water Strainers

The Lagonda Multiple Water Strainer in your water supply main will
remove all objectionable solid matter and insure constant and economie
conditions of pump and condenser operation.
quickly cleaned, without interruption of water supply, and take up small
floor space. Ask for Catalog R-2.

They are easily and

BABCOCK & WILCOX LIMITED

St. Henry, MONTREAL
Branch Office: Traders Bank Building, Toronto.
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HADDIN & MILES LIMITED
Consulting Civil Engineers

SPECIALISTS IN MUNICIPAL ENGINEERING

Water Supply, Sewage Disposal, Electric Lighting
and Power

Formerly The John Galt Engineering Co., Limited
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R. A. ROSS & co.
CONSULTING ENGINEERS

Mechanical, Steam, Electric,
Examinations, Reports,

80 St. Francois Xavier St. =

Hydraulic,
Valuations

MONTREAL

THOMAS H. MAWSON & SONS

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS AND
- CITY PLANNING EXPERTS -
Canadian Remuentative:
J. W. MawsoN, Diploma Civic Designs
’ Liverpool University.
Also at London, Lancaster & New York

1100 Rogers Building, Vancouver, B.C.

s—

CANADIAN INSPECTION & TESTING

LABORATORIES, Limited

INSPECTING ENGINEERS, CHEMISTS AND
METALLURGISTS,
Inspection & Tests of ‘Waterworks & Municipal Supplies
New Glasgow, Winnipeg, Edmonton, Vancouver
TORONTO, NEW YORK .

HEAD OFFICE—MONTREAL.

T. Aird Murrag.
M. Can. Soc. C. E.

AIRD MURRAY & LOWES
CONSULTING ENGINEERS

Reports, Plans, Estimates, Specifications, Surveys, etc., for
Municipal Sewerage, Water Su ly, Sewage Disposal & Water
Purification. Analyses of ater and Sewage Effluents.

186 King Street West - TORONTO

! T. Lowes,
C.E.

T. LINSEY CROSSLE

Engineering Chemist :
Asphalt Paving, Inspection and Analysis.
Chemistry.
318 LAGAUCHETIERE STREET, WEST
MONTREAL

Municipal

+ W. D. Lighthall, K.C., M.A.,, F.RS.L., &c. C. A. Harweod, B.C.L.
Cable Address - - “LIGHTHALL"”

LIGHTHALL AND HARWOOD

BARRISTERS; SOLICITORS, ADVOCA TES, &c.

R. O. WYNNE-ROBERTS

Consulting Engineer
310 Temple Bldg., Bay Street, TORONTO
Water Supply, Sewerage, Sewage Disposal, Civic and

General Engineering_, Arbitrations, Investigations, Valua-
tions, Reports, etc.

Walter J. Francis, C.E.,

Frederick B. Brown, M.Se.
.Can.Soc. C.E. ) % ;s

M.Can.Soc. C.E.
.Am.Soc.C.E., Mem.Am.Soc.M.E.,
M.Inst.C.E. Mem.A.L.EK.E.

WALTER J. FRANCIS & CO.
CONSULTING ENGINEERS °
Head Office—232 St. James Street, MONTREAL
Long Distance Tele hone—Main 5648 .
Cable Address—* WALFRAN, MONTREAL.”—Western Un, Code

R. S. & W. S. LEA
CONSULTING ENGINEERS

Water Supply and Purification, Sewerage and Sewage Dis-
posal, Water Power Development

T. A. MORRISON & CO., 204 St. James St., Montreal

Chambers — QUEBEC BANK BUILDING Tel. Long Di U
Place d’Armes e TR T MONTREAL New Birks B.ldg.on‘ Sl "“—:ONTRML
Crirah b Cut BURNETT & McGUGAN
Stone Stone CIVIL ENGINEERS
DOMINION AND B. C. LAND SURVEYORS
PLANS, SURVEYS, REPORTS.
BRICK, SAND. NEW WESTMINSTER,

P.O. Box 107 British Columbia

CONVEYANCING and Other Forms

By A. H. O’BRIEN, M.A. PRICE $9.50

Precedents for every Province and Territory of
Canada, comprising forms in common use, special
clauses, notes on the law, and references to cases
and statutes. Fifth edition, 8x1126pp. Half calf.
Toronto. 1914,

“Many forms have been added; some of the more
important of these relate to companies and to agree-
ments respecting land. In this regard particular at-.
tention has been given to the Western Provinces
and the increase in the number of pages is largely
caused thereby.”—Preface.

DOMINION LAW BOOK COMPANY

Confederation Life Bldg. Toronto, Ont.

A. L. McCULLOCH, M. C. Soc. C.E.
CONSULTING ENGINEER

Hydro-Electric Power Installation
Water-Works, Sewerage and Sewage Disposal
Examinati 'n:. Plans, Eetimates & Reports

NELSON, B.C.

EDWARD C. CLEMENT

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW
Solicitor of Patents
ELECTRICAL EXPERT

McGILL BUILDING . - WASHINGTON, D.C.
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The Canadian Bridge Co., mm

WALKERVILLE, ONT.

Manufacturers
of - -

Railway and Highway Bridges

Locomotive Turn Tables, Roofs, Steel Buildings and Structural Iron Work
of all descriptions
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The Principal Cities in Canada
are using our

~ Enamel Steel Street Names

and House Numbers

THEY LAST A LIFETIME
MADE IN CANADA BY

The THOS. DAVIDSON MFG. CO., Limited
Seling Acent, J, N. WARMINTON,

207 St. James St., Montreal, Que.

Write for prices and samples

Can a Stranger find his way around your City or Town
without difficulty ?
Are all Streets named and houses numbered up to date ?
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OFFICE SPECIALTY FILING EQUIPMENT

To save Time, save Labor, and simplify office
oz routine is the desire of every business man in
building up his business into a successful organi-
zation.,

This attainment is largely dependent upon the
use of proper equipment—Files that will keep
every paper in definite order, and Systems that
will render the filing and finding of records quick
and accurate.

Thiry-five years’ experience dealing with filing
‘and record keeping problems has provided us with
& fund of information that is at your disposal to
put you RIGHT in filing and record keeping' rou-
tine, .

Write to our nearest Filing Equipment Store for
particulars on our large line of Filing Equip-
ment and Supplies.

Office Specialty Mfg. Co.
Home Office and Factories" NEWMARKET, Ont.

OFFICE SPECIALTY FILING SYSTEMS
SIMPLIFY OFFICE WORK
The Office Specialty line comprises more than

3,000 items. Everything an office requires in
Standard Filing Sections, Half Seetions, Shannon

& {\ MAKERS OF HIGH GRADE FILING CABINETS

(@Y )FFICE SPECIALTY MFG. (.

CA/VD OFFICE FURNITURE IN STEEL AND WOOD
TANAD.A

and Vertical System of Filing, Card Index Sys:
tems, Book and Record Trucks, Bookcases, System
Desks Office and Vault Fittings and Filing Sys-
tem Supplies. Catalog on request.

Largest Makers of Filing Devices in the British Emptre

Filing Equipment Stores: Toronto, Montreal, Ottawa,

Halifax, Winnipeg, Regina, Calgary, Edmonton and
Vancouver.
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MILTON HERSEY COMPANY

MONTREAL wm [ [MITED wm WINNIPEG

84 St. Antoine Street 257 Portage Avenue

INSPECTORS CHEMISTS ENGINEERS
SPECIALISTS IN MUNICIPAL ENGINEERING

B FURNISH YOU A COMPLETE PAVING SURVEY
OUTLINE A MUNICIPAL PAVING POLICY
PREPARE RIGID AND ECONOMICAL SPECIFICATIONS
DIRECT THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE WORK
MAKE COMPLETE TESTS AND INSPECTIONS
INSTALL A SYSTEM OF CNIT COST ACCOUNTING CONTROL

DO THE WORK FOR YOU—IF YOU WISH

Experts in Street and Road Paving, and Paving Economy
DO NOT WASTE YOUR PAVING FUNDS=CONSULT US

We will advise you what to domaTell You. Whymsmand Show You How

NEW YORK CHARLES A. MULLEN

198 Broadway ‘ Director of Paving Department

TERMINDS

OF THE

Canadian Pacific
Railway

MONTREAL

It has been said by
officials of other roads
that the Windsor street
terminus is the best
kept of any they have
seen, and this is due to
the efforts of Mr. Bell,
who is the genial
superintendent of the
building. Certainly, the station proper, the
yards, the platform, the tracks, the con-
course, the waiting rooms—all bear testi-
mony to the scrupulous care with which
they are treated. There is not a scrap
of paper to be seen anywhere. The motor
trucks have their entrances and exits; but
they never trouble the passengers.

The concourse has latterly been entirely re-painted with a color which gives the light all the necessary
encouragement. The whole administration of the station and offices is like clock work for precision and
order and neatness. The higher officials are much interested in seeing that all is in apple pie order in a station
which speaks the work of advance and provides for the future.




December, 1916

CANADIAN MUNICIPAL, JOURNAL

Alphabetical Index of Advertisers

Page
Asphalt and Supply Co. .. .. Cover #
American Bank Note Co..... ... 631
Ames, A B. & Co.iii Cover 4
Bank of Montreal SO AR S 631
Burnett & McGugan.. .. .... .. 602
Babcock & Wileox . o 601
Burgess, C. H. & Co. .. 629
Canada Bond Corporation .. .... 629
Canada Wire & Iron Goods Co.
..... b b oSt e N ool
Canadian Bank of Comm :rce.... 632
. Canadian Bridge Co., Limited... 603
 Canadian Fairbanks-Morse Ltd.
o uis e AT ««. ..Cover 4
Canadian Inspection and Testing :
Laboratory ..... et i 809
Carritte-Paterson Mfg. Company. 606
City & District.Savings Bank... 630
Clement, E. C. ..... Sl T 602
Crogdley, \Liingey <o s i s €02
Dy & G s e e Rt 628
Darling Brog, = ..l s snCover 2
Davidson Mfg. Co., Limited... ... 603

Page
Dominion Bridge Co., Ltd....Cover 2
Dominion Law Book Co. .. .. .. 602
Dominion Securities Corporation. 626

Francis, Walter J. & Co. ....... 602
Haddin & Miles -...:. ... ... .. 602
Hanson: Bros, on o 0 627

Hersey, Milton & Co, Etds o 604
Imperial Bank of Canada .. .... 632
Jarvisi& Go. AL . . 625

Joyner, Winter & C(;.: LtdCover 2

Ioa, RSB WL S ... 602
aesperance, A P, oL e 63¢ -
Lighthall & Harwood ...., .. .. 602
London Concrete Machinery Co.

R Cover 3
Mawson & Sons, Thos. H........ 602
MeQulloch; AT S i o 602
McLaren Belting Co. .. Cover 4
Merchants Bank of Canada .... 632
oG Rlol 0l il ooty e GRS 602

605

Paga

Murray, Aird & Lowes SR S 602
Northern Elegtric Company .. .. 605
Office Specially Co. ..... 603
OMlara &\ Coy | 626
Paterson Mfg. Co., Ltq..... . 606
Pedlar People .. ... 3 601

Phillips Electrical Wox"l'(s,. Eug i
Bas e B ....Cover 1

Roberts-Wynne, R. 0. ... .. ey 11
Ross e Wiees il e 630
Ross & Company, R. A. .. . 94602
Royal Bank of Canada ..., . . . 632
Royal Securities Corporation . . . . 628
Standard Underground Cable Co.,

of Wandda il Ly 0 S 601
Stark & Company, N. B. .. .. .. 630
LArVIR e gL denoea 606
Trussed Steel Concrete Co. . Cover 3
Warmington, J. N. ..... ... 603
Wood, Gundy & Company .. .... 625

tem—and

stallation

Address our nearest house

Norttern Floctric Comparry

LIMITED
MONTREAL OTTAWA WINNIPEG
HALIFAX TORONTO

REGINA

TO WNS THAT HAVE
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—lowers insurance rates.
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management.
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Preserves Roads
 Prevents Dust;

Quem St 3 Frm’erm‘arz, N. B. Construcred
awith “‘Tarvia-X", penetration method.

Tarvia for smaller cities—

HE main central streets of a small
city carry a traffic that is very
heavy in proportion to population be-
cause of the great percentage of vehicles
from out-of-town. If paved with ordinary
macadam such streets become exceeding-
ly dusty and rough. On the other hand
abutting property cannot usually bear the
cost of a city type of pavement such as
brick or sheet asphalt. Tarviated mac-
adam, however, just fills the bill. It is
usually a trifle more expensive than
plain macadam to construct but it makes
a durable, dustless, well bonded surface.

The above illustration, for example, shows
Queen Street in Fredericton N.B., which was
built with Tarvia in 1914, It has come
through the winters in fine shape, for

Tarvia is waterproof and the road does not
absorb moisture.

To maintain the street in good condition in-
definitely, it is only necessary once in two
or three years to treat the surface with a
light coat of “Tarvia-B’ applied from a
sprinkling cart with a light covering of fresh
stone screenings.

This treatment will cost very little and will
restore the contour of the surface, putting
it into good condition for another two or
three years. In the long run this procedure
will be cheaper than maintaining plain
macadam which wastes away in dust and
mud so rapidly under modern traffic.

There are three grades of Tarvia and a
dozen ways of using them. There is a Tarvia
and a Tarvia method for every macadam
road problem. Let our engineers help you
—their advice is free, and they won’t recom-
mend Tarvia unless Tarvla. will make good
on your problem.

- Booklet on request.  Address our nearest office.

Special Service Department

This company has a corps of trained asking by anyone interested.

engineers and chemists who have given years If you will write to the nearest office regard-
of study to modern road problems. ing road problems and conditions in your
The advice of these men may be had for the vicinity, the matter willhave prompt attention.

THE PATERSON MANUFACTURING COMPANY, LIMITED
MONTREAL TORONTO WINNIPEG VANCOUVER

THE CARRITTE-PATERSON MANUFACTURING CO., LIMITED
ST. JOHN, N.B. HALIFAX, N.S. SYDNEY, N.S.
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“Commission of Conservation’s Questionnaire.”

The Commission of Conservation has sent out to
a large number of the mayors a long series of ques-
tions regarding the standing of their respective
municipalities. There are thirty main questions,
covering valuation statistiecs, industrial conditions,
streets and buildings, housing conditions, vacant

lots, ete., and as the questions are sub-divided, re-
quiring in all 112 answers, the Commission has ask-
ed no small task of civie officials, particularly as
many of the questions entail much study and div-
ing into figures. Now the question has been put
to us quite plainly as to whether or no the councils
were justified into going to so much trouble —
whether any really useful object would be served,
or if the data, no doubt much of it valuable in itself,
was being got together to satisfy the whims of the
members of the Commission of Conservation, whose
real work and standing would seem to be an enigma
to many of our local authorities. Frankly speaking,
even with the explanatory letter asking for the in-
formation before us, we cannot enlighten enquirers.

We fully recognize that the securing of genuine
comparative statements would be of immense value
in helping to solve the economic problems of our
municipalities, but under the present complex sys-
tems of municipal accounting and financing in Can-
ada—no two provinces having the same—which
makes it well-night impossible for the stranger,

however well versed he might be in ecivie account-
ing, to read the financial statement of any given
municipality for comparative purposes, we do nét
see that that part of the Commission’s question-
naire under the heading, for instance, of valuation
statistics can be of mueh use. In fact, we believe
that the information for comparative purposes
would be misleading. We remember some years ago
the late M. Robb, then city treasurer of Montreal,
Preparing a coniparative statement of the principal
municipalities of this country which was necessarily
so full of explanatory notes that the real value of

the work was lost in the bewildered mind of the
reader.,

The Union of Canadian Municipalities for four-
teen years has been trying to solve the problem of
securing reliable statements through uniform muni-
cipal accounting and statistics and though it has done
good work it has not yet succeeded in its great
task, and the consumation will not be brought about
until every province falls into line, so that it ig
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The High Cost of Living

The recent Order-in-Council to control the prices
of food stuffs is particularly important to municipal
councils because of the power given to them to pre-
vent any excessive profits being made within the
limits of their jurisdiction. Practically any citizezn

can ask his local council to force any suspected
local dealer to render a written return of the profits
he is making on the necessaries of life. If the re-
turns show that excessive profits have been made
such a report is made to the Minister of Labor who
has power to prosecute through the provincial au-
thorities. The Minister, of course, can take direct
action as instanced in the case of the bread dealer
of London, Ont., who had been blacklisted by the
Bakers’ Association of Ontario, because of his re-
fusal to sell bread at a price fixed by the associa-
tion. On the facts being brought to the attention
of Mr. Crothers that gentleman immediately warn-
ed the association with the result that the dealer was

informed that he could have his bread on his own
terms—to sell at his own price.

How the Order-in-Council will work out remains
to be seen. Much depends on the good understand-
ing of the Councils and the Department of Labor. To-
gether they should inside six months clear the
country of every one of the parisitical food com-
bines, and even where individuals—whether they be
growers or dealers—or even co-operative associa-
tions, are caught holding back foodstuffs for highor
prices prompt measures should be taken to bring
them to justice. As action must be taken throuch
the Provincial Attorney-Generals it is hoped and
expected that these officials will not delay matters
should the time come for them to act. The ma-
chinery to break artificial prices in the necessaries
of life is now in the hands of the citizezns. Tt is for
them to use it. . Y

A synopsis of the Order-in-Council is published
on the opposite page.

The German Ovutrages

The Federal Government recently published an
appendix to the report of Lord Bryce’s commission
on the German Outrages, the whole of which is
given to the evidence upon which the report
itself is based. The reading of the report, brings
to mind the terrible cruelties of the first inhabitants
of this continent to their prisoners, but with this
difference, that whereas the Indians confined their
tortures to the male sex the Germans seemed to de-
light in practicing on women and children. As a
matter of comparison one might say that the fiend-
.ish cruelties of the uncultured savage, and even
the revolting outrages of the ‘‘unspeakable’’ Turk
at the time of the Armenian massacres, were mild to
the beastial develtry of the Huns in their treatment
of the defenceless women and children of Belgium
and that part of France now in their hands. As
. though the satisfying of their lust at the expense
of the women and young girls was not enough they
must needs make a practice of cutting off the breasts
of their vietims, and proud of their deeds they seem
to have kept the breasts as souvenirs of their handi-
work, as evidenced in one brute pulling out of his
haversack, so that four young Belgium girls might
give upon it, a full breast of one of his earlier vie-
B The bayoneting of babies was considered
a little change from the monotony of cutting off the
hands and legs of young boys and girls. The re-
port gives an instance where a baby of two years
getting into the way of a squad of German soldiers
was, according to the evidence of two responsible
witnesses, murdered in the following manner: ‘‘The
soldiers were walking in twos. The first line of
two passed the child; one of the second line, the
man on the left, stepped aside and drove his bayonet
with both hands into the child’s stomach, lifting the
child into the air on his bayonet, he and his com-
rades still singing. T could see the man for 200
yvards still carrying the child on his bayonet. Then
the soldiers were hidden by a curve in the street.

The child screamed when the soldier struck it with
his bayonet, but not afterwards.’’

It seems ineredible that such work could be pos-
sible in Christian Europe, and by a people of whom
‘too many had looked up to as representing the last
word in civilized progress, but the Bryce commission
was careful only to allow evidence that could be
verified and proved, and consequently we must take
it that we were reading horrible facts which had been
published so that the world might know what kind
of enemies the Allies were fighting against, and"
the futility of any peace short of the destruction
of the Hun spirit.

The index for the

year 1916 will be issued with
the January number. !

AMERICAN ROAD BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION.

The annual meeting of the American Road Builders’
Associations- was held on Friday, November 3, at the
Automobile Club of America, New York, N.Y.,, and was
preceded by a meeting of the Board of Directors. The
meeting was called to order by Col. E. A. Stevens, State
Commissioner of Public Roads of New Jersey, president
of the Association. ;

Reports read by the Secretary, E. L. Powers, showed
the organization to be in flourishing condition. The re-
port of the Executive Committee outlined plans for the
annual convention of the as$ociation, which will be held
in Boston, Mass., during the week beginning ' February
5, 1917. The Eighth National @Qood Roads Show will be
held in conjunction with the convention and, according
to the committee’s report, promises to be the most suc-
cessful affair of its kind ever undertaken by the As-
sociation,

It is estimated that there are about three hundred and
fifty citieg in the United States that are under the control
of commissions, while about twenty have adoptéd the
system of control by city manager.
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High Cost of Living

The Government has passed an Order-in-Cognml 'em-
bouying the recommendations made by. the cabme‘t ;013-
mittee which investigated the ‘advancmg 4cost of food-
sturrs and other commodities in Canada. Wide powgrstare
given to municipaiities 1n reiation tq the control pt taq ors
which may have anything to do with advance u; pr;ceist.

: yrder-in-Council covers a wide range. Kirst,
stalt];: t;;?e“No person shall conspire, combine, agree or
arrange with any other person:— :

(a) To limit the facilities for _transportull_g, e;oil:lc-
ing, manufacturing, supplying, storing or .aea mgtrade 0¥
nec’essary of lite; or (b) to restrain or injure

commerce 1n relation to any necessary of lite; or (c¢) to.

Y t or lessen the manufacture or productlo.n
g; e:;}r: tﬁeléen;lstary ot life, or to enhggce Fhe price therte.ot ;
or (d) to prevent or lessen competition in the produc ion,
manuracture, purchase, barter, sale, tgansportatlon, in-
surance or supply of any necessary of life.

er, it 1s ordered that, : :
flu)rthNo person shall accumulate or shall withhold from
sale any necessary of life beyond an amount thgreor
easonably required tor the use or consl}mptlon c_)t h1§
insszholu or tor the ordinary purposes of his business;

(2) HEvery person who shall at any tupe hold any ne-
essary of life beyond an amount tpereot reasonably .re:
Les‘rea as aforesaid, and every person who shall hold fox
1(;11111el purpose of sale, whether as manutacturer, whole§a1er,
jobber, retailer or otherwise, any stock-in-trade of any
necessary ot life, shall ofter for sale the said excess amount
or the said stock-in-trade, as the cae may be, at prices
not higher than are reasonable and j‘ust.

Provided, however, that. this se;ctwn ‘shall not a.,pply
or extend to any accumulating or withholding b}.’ any ;arm-
er, gardener, or other person, of the pro.ducts.ot any farm,
ga’raen, or other land cultivated by him, nor shgll any
manufacturer, wholesaler or jobl‘)er,.because of anyth}xlng
herein contained, be under obligation to sell to other
than such classes of persons as are accustomed to pur-
chase from manufacturers, wholesalers or ]o})belrs, re-
spectively, nor shall any person pe under 0_b11gat10n to
sell otherwise than in accordance with the ordinary course
of business.” i o . maﬁon .

isi i ade for the collecting of infor
toPtIifeV lséglclkés o]t¥1 any commoditigg held by indiyi@uals or
concerns. Under notice in wr1t1ng by th Minister of
Labor, such individual or concern is required to render
a written return showing in detail:

A ies and amount of any necessary of life
he{g)byrlgsclslpggrson at any indicated time or times, in-
cluding any time preceding the making of these regula-
tions, where and for whom said necessary of life is held, and
if held for another, upon what terms: (b) the time when

" any or all of such necessary of life was prepared, manu-

P uced, acquired, or taken into possession ;
t(?;gutl;:dc,os%:rz% such nec%ssary of life, including all charges
and expenses of an overhead or other nature, affect.mg
such cost; (d) the price at which spch necessary of life,
if already sold, has been so.ld, or it unsold, is held for
gale; (e) such other information concerning any necessary
of lite as the Minister may require, including a full dis-
closure of all existing contracts or agreements which such

son, or his principal or agent, may haye at any time
0! é into, with any other person, touching or concern-
?ntexe sale’or resale prices of any necessary of life, or
;Iﬁi period of time during which any necessary of life
should be held as bailee or_otherwise, before sale or re-

le, or limiting the quantity of any necessary of life
sahi(;h should be sold to any one buyer or combination of
:)Vuyers or within any limited district.

THE POWER OF MUNICIPALITIES.

Whenever the Council of any municipality ahalll declare
way of resolution that in its opinion excessive prices
i being demanded within the limits of such munici-
arf't for any necessary of life, the Council may, by notice
ip: Ivzlri'cing require dealers within the municipality to

render a written return of, (a) the amount of such ne-
cessary of life held by such person for sale or risposition
within such Municipality at any indicated time or times
including any time Preceding the making of these regula-
tions; (b) the time when any or all of such necessary of
life was acquired, Produced, or brought within or into such
municipality; (c) the cost of such necessary of life, in-
cluding all charges of an overhead or other nature affect.

these regulations.

Absolute power is granted to the Council or the Minister
of Labor to thoroughly investigate conditions. Where
wrong returns are made power is given to examine the
books and stock of the concern or individual in question.
After through investigation, if it is found that an offence
against these regulations has been committed action may
be taken through the Attorney-General of the province in
which the offence is committeed.

“Any person who contravenes or fails to observe any

of the provisions of these regulations shall be guilty of
an indictable offence and liable upon indictment or upon
summary conviction under Part XV of the Criminal Code
to a penalty not exceeding five thousand dollars, or to im-
prisonment for any term not exceeding two years, or to
both fine and imprisonment as specified; and any director
or officer of any company or corporation who assents to
or acquiesces in the contravention or non-observance by

‘such Company or corporation of any of the provisions of

these regulations shall be guilty personally and cumula-
tively with his Company or corporation and with his co-
directors or ‘associate officers.”

THE EVOLUTION TOWARDS A LASTING CANA-
DIAN PROSPERITY,
It is gratifying to take note of the continuing advocacies

ol  DriJ M, Harper, of Quebec, in favor of a past-war ad-
vancement towards a fuller prosperity for Canada. His

. Inagazine and newspaper articles are in line with our

Canada, great or Small, can best assume its share in bring-
ing our Dominion into its own, even though the end of
the war is not yet definitely in sight. The nursing of an
evolution in the way it should 80 is the statesman’s highest
brerogative in any and every country that is righteously
jealous of its nationhood. And it is the duty of every

Dr. Harper has lately been dealing with
the moralities that tend to the maturing of a wholesome
nationhood. He would have our churcheg range them-
selves in religious matters as we would have our muni-
cipalities range themselves in commercial matters, to
bring about a co-ordination” of all the influences for ad-
vancement we Canadians have in our gift to mature g
united commonwealth of our own within the Empire. His

come of it, even if it be only a partial union, for the time
being, brings us in presence of the assimilation of prin-
ciples and purposes that is ours to éncourage in our “daily
walk and convention” as Canadians having the welfare of

The democratic spirit in church or state, working for our
Canadian nationhood, as he further maintains, bear to
be loyal to itself and its first principles, if it would eg-
cape from fostering anarchy, directly or indirectly, in the
bud or in the storm tossed leaf.”

And so is it with the democrarcy of rule within oyp
municipalities working for their own parochial advance-
ment. There must ever be held in view the welfare of
the whole country and its brogressiveness ag g guiding
line in our local exploitations.

Y
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Convention of Union of British Columbia Municipalities

The Twelfth Annual Convention of British Columbia
Municipalities was held in the Court House, Vernon, B.
C. on the 11th, 12th and 13th days of October, 1916.

The Precident, Mayor Stewart, of Victoria, occupied the
Chair.

Mayor Stewart called the meeting to order and ap-
pointed a Credential Committee as follows:—

Mayor Gray, New Westminster.
Reeve McGregor, Saanich.
City Clerk Rosoman, Enderby.

Moved by Reeve Bridgman, seconded by Reeve Mec-
Gregor that:—This Union of British Columbia Municipali-
ties at their Twelfth Annual Convention telegraph His
Royal Highness the Duke of Connaught their sincere
appreciation of his valuable services as Governor-Gen-
eral and to tender him our heartiest good wishes for
his future welfare—also through him to assure his suc-
cessor the Duke of Devonshire the unswerving devotion
and allegiance of this Province of our King and Country
and that we are in perfect harmony with our gallant
Allies to assist in every possible way to prosecute this
great war to such conclusion that liberty and the common
right to live shall be established to the everlasting bene-
fit of humanity. Carried.

Moved by Reeve Fraser, seconded by Reeve Sullivan
“This Convention Representative of every Municipality
of British Columbia hears with pride of the record of
the B. C. boys who are doing their bit for freedom and
the Empire. We earnestly wish them God speed and a
successful issue of the war. We ask that you forward
this message to the contingents overseas. Carried.

Moved . by Reeve Fraser, Burnaby, seconded by Mayor
Gray that Councillor Bevan of Burnaby be allowed full
privileges of a delegate to this Convention. Carried.

Moved by Reeve Fraser, seconded by Reeve Sullivan that
that Alderman John Dillworth of Victoria be allowed the
full privileges of a delegate to this Convention. Carried.

Resolved that the Minutes of the last Annual Meeting
be taken as read and adopted. Carried.

Resolution Committee.
Reeve Bridgman, North Vancouver.
Mayor Smith, Vernon.
Reeve Fraser, Burnaby.
Mayor Jones, Kelowna.
R. W. Hannington, Solicitor, Victoria.
Reeve Conklin, Penticton.
Ald. J. J. Johnston, New Westminster,

,Communications were read from the Union of Canadian
Municipalities, Premier Bowser, Minister of Lands, City
of Victoria, Provincial Secretary, Vernon City Club, Ran-
chers Club, Mr. Brodie.

: Addresses of Welcome.

Mayor Stewart then called upon Mayor Smith of Ver-
non, who gave an Address of Welcome as follows:

It is my privilege to welcome you to this city as one
of the most important and representative bodies of this
Province. It is now some nine years since the last An-
nual Convention was held here, and if there are any of
you here today who were at that Convention, I trust you
may realize that the Okanagan has, in common with other
parts of British Columbia made great progress since that
time.

Only six years ago the total shipments out of this
valley were less than 400 cars. Last year the total ship-
ments amounted to some three thousand seven hundred
cars with a commercial value of about a million and a
quarter dollars, and we anticipate that in 1920 the vol-
ume of business will reach the, four million dollar mark.
This in itself is something to be proud of, and as we
citizens of Vernon feel that the Okanagan has a bright
and prosperous future to look forward to and I sincerely
hope that those of you who have not visited the valley
hefore, will take this opportunity of seeing what the
possibilities are in this section of the Province.

While we are optimistic as to local conditions our at-
tention must be drawn to a condition of affairs which
will require considerable thought and study and in some
cases immediate action, I refer to the possible condition
of affairs at the termination of the present war.

For over twenty-six months a collossal and far-reach-
ing war has convulsed the activities and disturbed the
avocations of the whole world, has destroyed a great
amount of wealth, killed and disabled millions of the
world’s best workers, and taken millions from produc-
tive work to provide munitions for the destruction of
life and property, and involved the warring nations in
expenditures and debts which pass the powers of man
to comprehend, the burden of which must remain for
long years and cripple and restrict the progress of man-
kind.

Though no one can foresee the end of the war, yet
the end must be drawing nearer and peace must even-
tually come. TUntil that time comes production will be
largely abnormal, and every possible energy must be
directed to the great purpose of preparing soldiers, and
providing munitions and supplies for its maintenance.

But the date draws continually nearer when this ex-
ceptional activity will cease, and Canada will move back
again towards normal conditions. This transition per-
iod will, T believe, prove more grave and critical than
that which marked the plunge from peace to war in 1914,

At the close of the war fully ten million men will lay
down arms and flock back to the fields and factories,
while millions more will lay down the tools now being
used in making war munitions and again take up the
tools of peaceful pursuits, and still other millions, now en-
gaged in the vast subsidiary services of the war, will be
thrown out of employment and have to look for work in
other lines.

The change is obvious on a moment’s reflection; but it
needs the deepest and most serious thought to adequately
sense the tremendous meaning of that change, and we
must lose no time in getting down to business to grapple
with this problem.

I wish to take this opportunity of congratulating those
members of the executive who worked so hard to protect
the interests of Municipalities in connection with the
Western Canada Telephone Company’s Bill, and were suc-
cessful in having certain amendments made which will
protect all municipalities affected by the bill.

In the course of the next few days, three of the Batta-
lions now stationed on Mission Hill will be leaving for
overseas, and I hope you will all take pleasure in making
it your duty to visit the Camp as often as possible during
the intervals of the Convention as I know that many of
the boys are looking forward to your visits to them.

On behalf of the Council and Citizens generally, I wish
to express to you the great pleasure it gives us to have
you with us today, and I sincerely trust that the delibera-
tions of this convention will prove of great value and in-
terest, and I hope that you all will carry away many
pleasant recollections of your visit to Vernon.

Reeve Giles of Coldstream Municipality then gave an
Address of Welcome as follows:

Permit me on behalf of the sister District, Municipality
of Coldstream, to join Mayor Smith in extending to you
a very cordial welcome to this, the Commercial and Finan-
cial, centre of the Okanagan Valley. ¢

With the demands of many other Cities in the Interior
to be considered, it is seldom that Vernon can expect to
be chosen as the meeting place for the annual Conven-
tion of the Union of British Columbia Municipalities. We
trust, however, your visit will be an enjoyable one, and
that when your labours are concluded you will carry away
pleasant memories which will prove an inducement to
select Vernon again before many years are passed.

With so many representative men gathered from all
parts of this great Province of British Columbia present,
one cannot but be deeply impressed with the importance
of the occasion, or fail to recognize how beneficial, not
only in the realm of municipal administration, but also
in creating and fostering a sense of the responsibilities of
true citizenship; the deliberations of such a body must be.
Great good can and will be doubtless accomplished; but
if in all diffidence, Mr. -President, I might be permitted to
offer a suggestion at this time, it would be that we do
not attempt too much in the brief time at our disposal,
but that our efforts should be concentrated in an endeavor
to bing about a few needed reforms.
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I trust that a$ many of you ag can spare the time will
avail yourselves of the opportunity of seeing something
of the Coldstream Municipality before you return to your
homes. It will entail some risk, but it is only the danger
of being not as fully satisfied, as you may perhaps have
been, with your present choice of abode. Should any of
you succumb to the charms of the District and decide to
stay, I can assure you of a very hearty welcome in a neigh-
borhood where an outdoor life can be enjoyed the whole
year round.

Reeve Bridgman of North Vancouver responded :

On behalf of this Convention, it is a very great pleasure
to me to respond to these addresses of welcome which we
have heard with the greatest of interest, and I think that
every member present will agree with me that the action
of the Union in naming Vernon as the 1916 place of meet-
ing meets with the approval of all. To attend this ConYen~
tion probably entails a certain amount of val'uable_ time
away from business, but I am convinced that it is in the
best interests of the Union to arrange for meetings in the
Upper Country one year and at the Coast anothe?. By so
doing we see all the different parts of .the Province and
meet the different municipal representatives thereby hold-
ing the Union together.

The question that has been raised by Reeve Giles of
not bringing forward too much before the Union that has
to go to the Government, I think you will hear from our
President that the Union’s intention is to deal with only
the more important issues.

Without keeping you any longer, I would just like, to
say that [ for one and I think you will all agree that we
shall be very pleased to take advantage of the visit to the
Coldstream and take a motor drive through the orchards.

It is now twenty years since I was last in Vernon, in
1896, and certainly the growth has been wonderful, the
climate is the most noted throughout this Province. I
assure Mayor Smith and Reeve @iles that we are
only °too pleased to be with them, and I trust that the
Convention will be both successful and pleasant to all the
representatives from the different parts of British Colum-

bia.

Mayor Stewart asked that before the Credential Com-

mittee reports that all delegates hand in their credentials.

MOVED by Mayor McBeath, seconded py Councillor
Fletcher of Point Grey that this Convention invite a depu-
tation representing various churchgs to address this Con-
vention for half an hour commenpmg at 9.30 a.m. tomor-
row re the exemption from taxation other than local im-
provement taxes on the actual ground upon which church-
es are built.—Carried.

PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS.

Mayor Stewart of Victoria, as President, then presented
an address as follows:

It affords me great pleasure to extend to you a most
cordial welcome, to this, our Twelfth Annual Convention.
It is customary on such occasions as this, fox: the Presi-
dent to render an account of his stewardship covering
his term of office, therefore I take this opportunity of
laying before you a brief synopsis of my endeavors on
behalf of the Union during the past twelve months.

During the past two years we have gone through stre-
nuous times, I refer to conditions brought about by the
great European conflict—a struggle Wlthpdt a parallel in
the history of mankind—b'ut present indications are that
we shall soon be on thga highway to a satisfactory concly-
ion of this war in which our Province, our Country ang
S Empire are so vitally interested. As a Nation and an
(1)31;:‘1 ire we have shown the world that, while we may have
beeg slow in starting, we will not cease our efforts until
we have freed small nations from the heel of the oppress-

nd thus maintain those high ideals which the British
%I;;laire has always represented, has always fought for,
andpfor which many of our best men and women have

i up their lives and all they held most dear.

i Province is now on the up grade. Trade conditions
arg 'i,’;tter than they have been for a long while, and this
i atter for congratulation; what is true of the Pro.
b n-ls true of the Dominion as a whole. Bank clearings
che llargely increased during the last four months, and
uﬁgfnployment has much din.linished.

Local improvement work is now almost at g standstill.
The people now see the folly of extravagance in this direc-
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tion. It has taken considerable time for people generally,
to realize that following boom times, there always fol-
lows a period of reaction, during which they are compell-
ed to practice the most rigid economy in order to keep
their heads above water, and I do not think that the
people of the Province as g whole, are ever likely in the
future to under estimate the value of thrift either in the
expenditure of public or of private money.

It is a matter of regret to me that every Municipality
in the Province of British Columbia is not yet in mem-
bership with this Union, Possibly some effort might be
made to persuade these Municipalities who are not yet
members, to become members. I feel convinced that, it
those Municipalities who are not yet members of this

to the Government armed with an even more influential
vote than we have at present. There has never been a
time when the old adage “UNITY IS STRENGTH” was
more true than it is today.

Your solicitor has prepared for you a detailed account
of all the matters which were referred by last year’s con-
vention to the Executive, for presentation to the Provin-
cial Government at its last Session. It will therefore not
be necessary for me to make any extended reference
thereto.

The Executive of the Union met in Victoria on March
8th, 1916, to decide upon the best manner in which to
present the Union’s case to the Government. On the fol-
lowing day we took up with the Government all the mat-
ters passed upon and approved by the Convention at Chilli-
wack. Subsequently your solicitor and myself met the
Municipal Committee of the Provincial Government almost
every day for six weeks. Reeve Bridgeman of the District
of North Vancouver was also in attendance at g number
of meetings, and I cannot speak too highly of the valuable
assistance he rendered us. Occasionally we also had other
members of the Executive in attendance when they hap-
pened to be in Victoria. We had many strenuous sessions,
and in some instances we failed to achieve our object, but,
on the whole, we believe we can claim to have a large
measure of success. This is borne out by the fact that
WwWe were instrumental in having ‘a much larger number
of changes wrought in the Municipal and Local Improve-
ments Act this year than has been the case for many Yyears

have desired, I have no hesitation in saying that, on the
whole, they are changes which will make for much better
Civic Government.

Here, I desire to place on record my deep appreciation

The business to come before us at this Convention is of
considerable importance, and I am sure that, as hereto-
fore, it will receive your earnest consideration, Permit me
to say, that I trust each and every delegate will have no
hesitation in expressing their opinion on any matter that
may come before this Convention. This is the place in
which to give expression to yolur views on any matters
affecting the present and future welfare of Municipal
Government in this great Province. If there is any point
about which you are not sure, do not be afraid to rise and
ask for an explanation, which I am sure will pe gladly
given, as we do not wish any of the delegates to leave the
Convention under a misapprehension about any matter
whatever.

We are here for the burpose of consulting one another
on matters pertaining to the well being of the various
municipalities throughout the Province, and of formulat-
ing suggestions to be forwarded to the Provinecial Govern-
ment, upon which legislation can be based for the better
Government of our Municipalities.

The present Session of thig Union is perhaps as impor-
tant as any Session we have had. The election of a new
barliament, the advent to power of a new administration,
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makes it necessary in my judgment that this Convention
should deal with the larger matters affecting us rather
than ask for a multitude of small or less important things.
The new government will give us power and influence in
their Councils on Municipal affairs, in the exact ratio that
they find our recommendations to be for the general bene-
fit of all the Municipalities.

WESTERN CANADA TELEPHONE BILL,

Most of you will recollect that last Spring, while the
Federal House was in Session, it was brought to our at-
tention that an attempt was being made by the Western
Canada Telephone Company to pilot through the Dominion
Parliament an Act, which while very innocent looking on
the face of it, sought Dominion wide powers which would
have given them such a monoply, that they would prac-
tically have been able to do as they pleased in the matter
of tariffs, service, etc. We put up a most strenuous oppo-
sition to this Bill and in so doing we had the whole-heart-
ed co-operation and support of Mr. W. D. Lighthall, K.C,;
who is the very able Secretary of the Union of Canadian
Municipalities. Your solicitor worked on this matter in
a, manner which is deserving of our highest praise and
deepest gratitude. In fact I believe that it was largely
owing to the information gathered by him re Telephone
matters in this Province (and the compact way in which
he put that information together) that Mr. Lighthall was
enabled to make such a convincing argument in our
favour. So strong was the opposition put up by Mr. Light-
hall on behalf of the Union of Canadian Municipalities,
and on our own behalf, that the promoters of the Bill
were forced to withdraw it ,and to substitute therefor a
much less drastic measure. The work done in this matter
by Mr. Lighthall coupled with ‘the work of our own soli-
citor, has forever justified the existence of the Union of
Canadian Municipalities and our own Union. This is one
instance in which the value of such organizations as these
has been clearly and finally demonstrated. ’

In opposing the Western Canada Telephone Company’s
Bill, we insisted that a clause should be placed therein,
to the effect that the tariffs, ete., should come before the
Board of Railway Commissioners of Canada for approval
and in this we are successful.

On behalf of the Union of British Columbia Municipali-
ties I appeared before the Board of Railway Commission-
ers at its meeting in Victoria recently, and requested
that before any decision was made as to the rates and
tariffs to be adopted by the Company, this Union should
be given an opportunity to be heard, and also that the
Telephone Company should be instructed to forward to
the Union, a copy' of the rates and tolls proposed to be
put in operation by the Company, at the same time as the
Company submits the said rates and tolls to the Board of
Railway Commissioners, and I am pleased to be able to
state that the Board has granted both requests.

I would recommend for your consideration that We sug-
gest to the Provincial Government, that the Solicitor of
the Union of British Columbia Municipalities, and the
Municipal Inspector be appointed a Commission for the
purpose of drafting a new Municipal Act. In making this
recommendation, I feel that it is not necessary for me to
enlarge 'in any way upon the qualifications of either of
these gentlemen, both of whom are so well known for
their sound common sense on all matters pertaining to
Municipal Law.

I would also récommend that in view of the very stren-
uous year of work on our behalf, that has been put in by
our solicitor during the past twelve months, and espe-
cially while the Provincial Parliament was in session, and
in view of the small amount he receives from the Union
by way of remuneration, that he should be allowed an
amount sufficient to cover his expenses to this Conven-
tion. The work that he has performed during the year can
only be properly appreciated by those who attended the
House when in Session. I trust that this recommendation
will meet with your favourable consideration and hearty
approval. ¢

In conclusion, gentlemen, I may say that this has been
the most strenuous year of my life. I have endeavored
to work at all times to the best interests and for the ad-
vancement of the Union, and I can assure you that I have
highly appreciated the honour of having been your Pre-
sident. As to whether or not I have succeeded in justify-
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ing your confidence in me, that is a matter of which you
are the best judges.

Resolved that the Report of Mayor Stewart be submitted
to the Resolution Committee to bring forward any ques-
tions arising of the report.

There were seventy-one delegates present, all of whom
were entitled to attend.

Moved by Reeve Bridgman of North Vancouver, second-
ed by Councillor McDonald that the Report of the Creden-
tial Committee be received and adopted.—Carried.

The Hon. Secretary Treasurer, Mr. H. Bose, presented
the following statement:

Balance, 1915..... SR S

Receipts, 1916. . ... . Sy e o T 1,260.00
Total i v S eaihn ST e $1,376.30
Expenditures; sl in vee 1,114.40

Balanee; 19160505, 0L 0v i ina ol s iwaed g
and also the following report:

“Since the last Annual Convention, the Executive met in
Victoria on the 8th and 9th of March, there being present
Mayor Stewart, Mayor Hanes, Mayor Jones, Mayor Gray,
and Reeves Bridgman, Sullivan, and McGregor, Secretary-
Treasurer Bose and Solicitor McDiarmid.

The Executive dealt with all matters adopted at the
Chilliwack Convention and also the matter of the West-
ern Canada Telephone Bill. On the 9th March the Execu-
tive had a meeting with the Attorney General and Mr.
Baird, Municipal Inspector.

On 31st May the Executive met in Vancouver. Present,
President Mayor Stewart, Mayors Gray, Barber, McBeath,
Reeves Fraser, Sullivan, McGregor, Bridgman, Councillor
McDonald, Municipal Clerk Moore, Mr. McDiarmid and
Sec.-Treas. Bose. The principal matter being dealt with
being the Western Canada Telephone Act. Resolutions
were passed authorizing the Secretary to gather data re.
Telephone matter from all the Muni :ipalities.

On the 29th Sept., 1916, the Executive met in.the Board
Room of the B. C. Telephone Company and met the Of-
ficers of the Company and discussed telephone matters
with them. The program for the Vernon Convention was
also arranged. There being present President Mayor Ste-
wart, Reeve Bridgman, McGregor and Sullivan, Mayor
Hanes, Councillor McDonald, Solicitor McOiarmid, Muni-
cipal Clerk Moore and Sec.-Treas. Bose.

H. BOSE, Secretary-Treasurer.

Moved by Mayor Stewart that the Report be referred to
the Auditing Committee.

Moved that Municipal Clerk Dickinson, of North
Cowichan and Clerk A. G| Moore, of Burnaby, be appoint-
ed Auditors.—Carried.

Report of Solicitor.

Mr. F. A. McDiarmid, as Solicitor for the Union of Bri-
tish Columbia Municipalities, presented the following re-
port: :

The jurisdiction of any municipality is solely a delegated
jurisdiction. All authority over municipal matters is vest-
ed in the Legislature. What it gives, it gives. What it
pleases to withhold is withheld.

If you find in the Act power, authority, jurisdiction,
vested in a municipality to do or to abstain, or to regulate,
or license or prohibit, then the Municipality has that
right, otherwise not—and this whether or not some Muni-
cipality of any other Province has it or not.

Municipalities as we know them, were unknown at the
Common Law, the law governing them is purely statutory.
There is no body of unwritten law, customs or tradition
having the force of law, which can be relied upon to guide
the conduct of any municipality.

I take it that it is of the first importance that the body
of gentlemen who are called together to be the law mak-
ers of the country, should so frame these laws as to be
explicit and self-explanatory. It seems to me that great
hardship and expense and heavy law costs to our muni-
cipalities could have in the past, and may in the future,
be avoided, by a consolidation and re-drafting of the num-
erous Acts which now form the code of laws governing
the Municipalities.

We have so many Acts containing the law of this Pro-
vince, as affects municipalities, that it is difficult for any
solicitor, and almost impossible for any clerk, not a soli-
citor, to make absolutely certain either of the Jjurisdic-
tion of the Municipality or of the procedure to make any
jurisdiction effective. When the Solicitor has done his




B

December, 1916

Convention of B. C. Municipa,lities.——-(Continued).

best to guess at the meaning of certain of the sections
of these Acts, some other Solicitor guesses differently and
then the Courts, often at great expense, guess last, and
because this last guess is final; it becomes the law. What
I am attempting to point out is that all this uncertainty,
all these costs, might be avoided by the simple expedient
of using precise English in the Statutes and having a
clear cut, definite idea of jurisdiction and a similar clear
cut definition of procedure run through all the Statutes
affecting Municipalities.

We are too much accustomed to think that the whole
Statute law regulating municipalities is to be found in the
Municipal Act and the Local Improvement Act. But some
other Acts are very little less important. Let me show
you how some of these other Acts affect municipalities
and affect the construction to he given to the Municipal
Act.

The Shop Regulations Act applies to certain shops, cer-
tain other shops are or can be regulated under the Muni-
cipal Act—Why not have these altogether in one Act?

The Milk Act is uncertain and indefinite in the one
point which ought to have no uncertainty or indefinite-
ness. What is the limit, or the boundary of the jurisdic-
tion of the Police Constable, the Sanitary Inspector of the
Municipality, and the Provincial Health authorities re-
spectively? They seem to overlap each other to such an
extent that often the very thing aimed at preventing is
not prevented because each seem to think that the other’s
Jjurisdiction might be invaded by any action. Part of the
clauses designed to prevent the sale of impure milk are
in the Milk Act, some in the Municipal Act, some in the
Public Health Act, to the great confusion of the officials
and the multiplication of law suits.

The law of highways has through various ameéndments
of recent years, become involved in extraordinary confu-
sion. The Highway Act, the highway clauses of the Land
Registry Act and the various clauges of the Municipal
Act dealing with highways, the clauses of the Local Im-
provement Act relating to the expropriation, of lands for
highways, the registration of conveyances required, the
publications, etc., are absolutely and utterly irreconcilable,
and if no amendment is made then some day at enormous
expense, some municipality will have to have the Courts
find some highway through these Acts.

The Water Act, 1914, deals with Municipalities both as
to water for lighting and for irrigation. TIf it stood alone
it forms a fairly complete code, but the water and irriga-
tion sections of the Municipal Act also purport to be com-
plete in themselves and it is only by careful analysis, and
the placing of the two Acts together that one can arrive
at any definite conclusion as to the powers, jurisdiction
and authority of the municipalities, ang the amount of
supervision and control to be expected on the part of the
Government of the Province. -

So much for contradictory Acts. There are other Acts
which also work contradictions in practice but their effect
is less widespread and perhaps less dangerous at the
present time.

But there is one Act above all others, the source of an-
noyance to Solicitors for Municipalities, g source of joy
and profit to’ Solicitors who have some knowledge of
municipal law but no municipal connections, It is the
Local Improvement Act. This Act, forced upon us in 1913
by a Commission of excellent lawyers with no very inti-
mate municipal experience, was taken up bodily, word
for word, from the Ontario Act. Now it may be, and prob-
ably is, a good Act for a settled Province, applicable only
to Cities and towns there, and where these cities and
towns are settled closely and have been for many many
years. Where Iittle-or none of the lands affected are
vacant, where few, if any, of the properties change hands
during the lifetime of the debentures: wher_e_perhaps the
people are close in touch with their municipal author.
ties, and where speculative local improvements are prac-
tically unknown. This Act is doubtless g reasonable work-
ing measure: but to take an Act from such a setting and
place it here, in a new country, where speculation in rea]
estate is rife, where either unbounded optimism, or blank
depression, is the order of the day. Where our titles are
not fixed. Where land is worth and can sel] for one thou-
sand dollars per front foot one year, and is sold for taxes
two years after because no one thinks enough of the value
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of land to pay the taxes. Where half the properties affect-
ed are usually vacant lands. To take such an Act and
adopt it here, I say, seems to me to have been the height
of folly from any practical standpoint. In its very nature,
from its very structure, it is almost impossible for amend-
ment without destroying those portions which are work-
able, and I think I am not only voicing my own opinion
but that of the Municipal Inspector and of every Solicitor,
and every Clerk, who has worked at or under this Act,
that the whole Act, should be re-drafted and made suit-
able to the conditions of life peculiar, to British Columbia.
Then the principal Act itself. The Municipal Act needs
re-drafting. The Commission of 1913 did not re-draft it,
they amended it slightly in certain particulars. In the
very nature of such an Act, however, it ig always in a
more or less liquid state. From the very inception of the
Act in the Victoria Incorpation Act of 1860, no session of
the Legislature has passed without some amendment be-
ing made to it, and this is necessarily true of any Act so
closely identified with the daily life of the people. Times
change, customs change, manners change, the daily habits
of life of the people change from time to time, and the
Municipal Act necessarily changes with them. For in-
stance, up to five years ago liquor- licenses in restaurants
were available for the sale of liquor twenty-four hours
per day. A study of the various amendments for the past
five years shows the trend of public opinion from year to
year until after next year there will be no need of any
Liquor License Sections in the Act at all. AL B

But while Amendments are from time to time neces-
sary, the very amendment is often a source of weakness
and not of strength. We amend those abuses lying at our
door, those which come within the gambit of our own
experience, and often the very amendment which eradi.
cates one abuse, creates another.

Amendments sometimes, I had almost said often, are
made without a due conception of their bearing on the
rest of the Act, and a second and a third become absolute-
lv essential thereby—and sooner or later comes a time
when the original scheme of the Act is lost sight of, under
the burden of the Amendments, and confusion results.
Whatever may be the reason, and it may not all be due
to even necessary amendment, T submit that the time has
arrived when a re-drafting of the Act, a consolidation of
the original with all the amendments should be made and
for these and many other reasons:

with other sections. For instance, and it {s not necessary
to multiply instances, section 54, sub-section 165, purports
to give the Council power to regulate the mode of assess-
ing and the mode of collection, but section 205 and follow-
ing sections do not allow any latitude whatever. Section

other instance of an amending section casting doubt on
the operation of the original. And so on throughout the
whole of this phase of the Act. The Collector takes a risk
of damage actions far in excess of any salary he receives.
It certainly is time this part of the Act wag synchronized
with the rest of the act. ;

(B).—The expropriation of lands and the injurious af-
fection of lands, and the compensation of owners and
arhitrations therefor, are not in the shape any municipal
official. elected or anpointed. would have them. By reason
partly of the difference in the langu~ge of the various
Acts. partly becanse of amendments designed to improve
and improving one section thereby casting doubts on the

aeainst the damages of the owner. All the way through
these sect‘ions a solicitor is wandering through haze anqd

(Continued on page 620),
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Canadian Citizenship

By J. 8. WOODSWORTH.

“Romanus sum—I am a Roman Citizen”, was the proud
boast of the man who was fortunate enough to belong to the
select group of those who claimed a share in the glories of
the ancient Roman Empire. “I am a Canadian Citizen”—what
does that statement mean to me? What does it mean to
the world at large? Am I proud of the fact? Will my
children prize the citizenship which I transmit to them?

In my own boyhood days the phrase was not used; the
idea had not been fully developed. Some of my school
mates were English—and they were not slow in asserting
it. Others were Scotch—and they were proud of it. Still
others were Irish—and they were prepared to back their
country against the world. The rest of us felt ourselves
somewhat at a disadvantage. We could not claim to be
anything in particular. We had been born in Ontario. It
was true that our grandfarthers were English and we were
proud of that. But when the English boys insisted that
we were not ‘“the real thing” we were confessedly some-
what at a loss for a reply, and could only demonstrate
that we were as good as they were anyway.

But time have changed. The Canadian school-boy of to-
day is apt to consider himself as “the real thing” and to
look down somewhat condescendingly at the children of
the immigrant-Canadian—especially those whom he calls
“foreigners”. This changed sentiment means that almost
unconsciously a great change has been taking place in
our Canadian life. A national consciousness is being devel-
oped; a new nation is coming into being.

At our banquets we all drink with enthusiasm the toast
to “Canada”. But who and what is Canada? After-dinner
speakers usually begin by enumerating our great material
resources—Canada occupies half a continent. Its “Domi-
nion” extends “from sea to sea and from the river unto
the ends of the earth”. It has splendid harbors, great for-
ests, fertile valleys, rushing rivers, island-dotted lakes,
wide-spreading prairies and mighty mountains. Within its
boundaries we can pass from the grape vineyards and
peach orchards of the south through pleasant pastures
and limitless grain fields to the vast pine forests and rich
mineral deposits of the North. Yes, Canada possesses all
there things; but this is not Canada.

We review the history of Canada. We think of the In-
dians who paddled up the rivers or roamed the plains;
of the French explorers, the hardy coureur-du-bois who
penetrated the trackless wilds; of the English settlers
who hewed out for themselves homes in the forest; of the
United Empire Loyalists, who trekked northward into un-
occupied British territory in order to maintain their
liberty and ideals; of the pioneers, who with splendid faith
endured privation and hardship and opened up the great
North-west. We think of the long procession of immi-
grants who have come during more recent years—peoples
of many lands—all having their place in the worthy suc-
cession of nation builders. These later arrivals have not
the rights of prior possession; they have not the rights of
conquerors—they share with us the higher rights of na-
tion-builders. We pay our tribute to all who have helped
to lay the foundations of our national life.

But Canada does not stand alone in the world. All Cana-
dian citizens are now British citizens. We galdly claim
our place in the Empire. We do so, not merely because
of our historic connections or because of any material
advantage, but because British ideals are our ideals and
we hope to contribute our part in the development and
realization of these ideals. ;

The British ideal is that of liberty, of home-rule, of
unity of spirit rather than that of uniformity of institu-
tions. The Union-Jack itself is formed by the union of
three flags. It represents the union of many peoples. At
its best, the British Empire stands not for coercion but
for toleration and justice. It seeks not to force all to con-
form to Oone type, but rather rejoices in the richness of
life that finds expression in so many and in such diverse
types. It incorporates into itself the best that the nations
bring, and, in so doing, it becomes more Catholic—some
universal—more equal to its ever-enlarging mission.

World organization must one day be effected. The Bri-
tish Empire—the Mother of Parliaments—may well be ex-
pected to take the lead in the establishment of “The Par-

'

liament of Man, the Federation of the World”. If the
accomplishment of this task involves the surrender of
her predominating position—if it involves even the break-
ing up of the existing Imperial group of nations, she must
not flinch. The Empire will not be lost. The British Em-
pire will have conquered the world. True World Imperial-
ism is Universal Brotherhood.

But Great Britain has not always lived up to her pro-
fessed ideals. The existence of the United States is evi-
dence of her faith at a critical period. The colonists who
insisted on home-rule was more British than the stupid
administrators who could not see the point of view of their
brothers who had crossed the Atlantic. Now that the bit-
terness of conflict is past we can shake hands with Amer-
ican cousins and even thank them for helping to maintain
the best British traditions. Perhaps, indeed, it may prove
that absolute political separation was necessary in order
that the New World might be free to develop its own
distinctive institutions.

Here, then, on this North American continent two sister
nations live side by side. They are bound together by a
common language and common ideals, yet each is free to
work out its own destinies in its own way. They react on
one another, stimulate one another and co-operate with
one another.

Into this New World are being poured streams of immi-
grants from every country in Europe. In America the Euro-
pean nations are being given a second chance. What the
Old World has failed to do, the New World must attempt.
Peoples diverse in origin, in language, in religion, in social

“customs, must somehow: learn to live together in peace

and good-will. From these diverse elements we must
somehow build up a unified community life. On this
American continent must be worked out a great experi-
ment in democracy—an experiment which if successful,
will go far towards solving the world problem.

It is at this critical period of the world’s development,
it is at this tragtegic point in world .relationships, that
Canada develops a national consciousness. Again we ask
who or what, thepn, is Canada, and what is to be her part
in the world’s work?

Canada is greater than her history. She is more than
her resources; she is a part of the far-flung British Em-

pire. But “While daughter in her mother’s house” she is

“mistress in her own”. She shares with the great Ameri-
can Republic the tasks of the New World but she will
work out these tasks in her own way. Canada’s destiny—
as that of other nations—will be determined by her ideals
which, sooner or later, will create her institutions and
mould her character.

The emblems of Canada perhaps reveal something of
the ideals of the early Canadian pioneers. Our fathers
chose as the symbol of the new national life, not the lion,
net the eagle, but the beaver. After an orgy of specula-
tion and in the midst of the fierce passions of wartime
dare we mention the beaver—the symbol of patient in:
dustry? For the time, the lion’s whelp or the bull-dog has
taken the place the beaver in the popular imagination.
But when the war is over and we settle down again to
p_roductive enterprises, the braver must again be given his
_rlghtful place. The triumphs of the future must consist not
In overcoming other nations, but rather in overcoming
tl}e forces of nature. Rather let ug put it—if we can pos-
sibly get away from military language—the progress of
the future is dependent upon an understanding of and co-
operation with the forces of nature in providing for the
needs of the nations.

We have selected still another emblem—the maple leaf
In Canada, beauty must co-cxist with industry. Man does;
not live by bread alone. To the Eastern Canadian, the
maple recalls the sugar-bush and the tang of spring w’inds
the grateful shade in the heat of summer days, the ricﬁ
coloring of the Autumn woods, the clear moon-light win-
ter nights when, through the lofty arches of nature’s own
cathedral, we looked up to the stars. On our windswept
Westerp plains we must not fail to cultivate the maple
tree, with the art and poetry and music, with the hospi-
tality and.aspirations, which it symbolizes.

Canada is a child of the future. We do not despise the

/
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Uniform System of Accounting

J. N. BAYNE.

Probably the real benefit of a Provincial Department of
Municipal Affairs is shown in the latter part of the report
of Deputy Minister Bayne, of Saskatchewan, which deals
with annual financial statements and uniform records of
accounting.. In this Saskatchewan has been signally suc-
cessful thanks largely to the efficiency of the official
of the department itself. Mr, Bayne in referring to an uni-
form system of accounting has this to say:

“The financial year for each municipality consists of
the twelve months comprising the calendar year. An-
nually at the close of October an interim financial state-
ment is issued for the information of the electors. This
gives to the ratepayers in each municipal institution, in
concise form, a statement of receipts and expenditures
during the first ten months of the municipal year. In a
manner it is the giving of an account of his stewardship

CANADIAN CITIZENSHIP (Continued).

past; we do not under-estimate the achievements of the
past, but we live in the future. We do not forget that we
are children of our fathers, but we pay the highest honor
to our fathers not by attempting to copy their deeds, but
by going forth in their spirit to play our part in the great
movements of our own day. Each age has pushed back
civilization’s battle-front. It is outs not to occupy the
trenches which our predecessors dug, but rather to press
forward to new victories. In the age-long fight between
light and darkness, new instruments and methods may be-
come essential to success.

We must look forward to a new industrial and social
order. Our great natural resources must not he monopo-
lized by the few but retained for the use of all. Industry
and commerce must be democratized. Wealth socially
created must be socially enjoyed. The foul octopus of spe-
cial privilege must be throttled before it drains the life-
blood of the nation. “Property rights” must be subordi-
nated to human rights. Self-seeking must be replaced by
social service.

Then, our city slums will vanigh. Then, our farms will
cease to be places of banishment. Then will the golden
age return when “none was for a party” and “all were
for the State.” Then will be realized many of those ideals

for which reformers have worked and patriots have died.

Then will be ushered in the day of which poets have fongd-
ly dreamed and which, in moments of vision, prophets
have foretold .

We need a new kind of patriotism, War ideals must
give place to peace ideals. The dominance of the few
must give way to the welfare of the many. Our highest
national aspiration will not be satisfied by singing “God
save the King” but rather express itself in the passionate
prayer “when wilt Thou save the people ?”

But Canada can realize her ideals only as other nations
realize them. No nation, no Empire, ng continent ig sgelf-
contained and independent. We live in an age of air-
ships and wireless telegraphy and international relation-
ships. “Last century made the world a neighborhood ;
this century must make it a brotherhood.”

In this great world task Canada should take no unim-
portant part. Through her Atlantic door she looks out

- to the past, to the civilization of Europe, where civiliza-

tion was cradled when the race was YOUNg. The cirers
igs complete and has returned upon itself, We have en-
tered upon a new era. ]

on the part of each elected_ official and enables the inter.
ested elector to vote more intelligently at the approaching
election of municipal representatives early in the follow-
ing December. At the end of the year a complete financial
report is compiled and duly placed before the electors
for their information. This annual financial statement,
as well as the interim report for the first ten months of

the year, is in a form prescribed by the department of

municipal affairs. An auditor, or auditing fir{n, must issue
the same in each case. The annua]l report is to be com-
piled within two months after the close of the year. Prac-
tically all municipal clerks and secretary treasurers have
their books so wgll up to date and in such neat form that
the auditor has little difficulty in promptly issuing the fi.

nancial statement required. There are a few unfortunate
exceptions, but the number thus delinquent grows smaller
each year. The desire on the part of many municipal
councils to have the auditing performed by the best of-
ficials available ig shown in the fact that a great many
have engaged as Permanent auditors a reputable  firm of
chartered accountants, It might be mentioned in this
connection that the Institute of Chartered Accountants of
Saskatchewan is performing a work among our munici-
palitigs which should be lasting. The efforts of its mem-

masterly in its thoroughness than a transient auditor who,
although efficient, may have his attention diverted by other
lines of work.

“In previous reports mention has been made of the fact
that in Saskatchewan uniform municipal accounting is
applied throughout each class of municipal organization,
excepting cities, where, for reasons already given, the
records are not the same in every particular, However,
each town uses the same system of bookkeeping as all oth-
er towns, and a similar statement may be made regarding
villages and rural ‘municipalities. The records thus used
are prepared and prescribed by the department of Muni-
cipal affairs. As a matter of course these systems have
been altered to suit the progress of the province ag shown
in changed legislation. Alterations thus made have been
kept down to a minimum,.

“Four municipal inspectors call at the offices of the
municipal clerks and secretary treasurers and comment
on the condition of the offices visited. The report in-
cludes remarks on the general conduct of the duties to he
performed by the secretary treasurer, a statement as to
whether or not his books are up to date, and gives other
information showing the standing of the municipality
concerned. While the municipal inspector does not usurp
the position held by the auditor engaged by the council,
the call of the former assists in preventing work from
lagging and likewise helps to preserve efficiency and uni-
formity in the keeping of all municipal records. Par-
ticularly where a secretary has just assumed ‘office, advice
and instruction are given.

“In a province to which peoples from almost every
nation in the civilized world have flocked, it is to be ex-
pected that information will be continually desired re-
garding our municipal systems and methods of taxation.
A medley of ideas regarding local self-government is often
found in one community. It requires time, particularly in
the newer districts, for officials, quite unused to our meth-
ods, to adapt themselves. The promptness with which
municipal officials have accepted and applied themselves
to new conditions speaks well for their capacity to become
real citizens of this comparatively young Province.

“The evolution of local self-government in the area now
comprising Saskatchewan is an interesting history. The
beginning was many years ago in the old North West Ter.
ritories. The standing reached by our municipal insti-
tutions to-day is due in so small measure to those public
spirited pioneers who freely gave of their time to serve on
municipal councils in frontier days.

“But the process of evolution in our municipalities is
not yet complete, nor ig it likely to be for several decades.
A pause would mean stagnation. Unforeseen changes and
new problems will confront our municipalities so long as
Saskatchewan grows. From the manner in which our local
municipal officials have met and solved problems in the
past, it may be readily concluded that our municipal in-
stitutions are competent to deal with further labors which
may arise in the growth of what is already the third larg-
est province in the Canadian federation,”
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The Elimination of Political Parties in Canadian Cities

(W. D. LIGHTHALL, K.C., Secretary of the Union of
Canadian Municipal‘ics).

The following is taken from an address delivered by
Mr. Lighthall before the recent convention of ten United
States Municipal Associations that was held in Springfield,

\Mass.

The reason why I am called to address you to-day is
that I come from a land whose people, in a true and
profound sense are part of your people, bone of your bone,
sinew of your sinew, speech of your speech, spirit of your
spirit: who, pervaded with the atmosphere of ideals and
circumstances of this continent are, in the broad meanings,
as American as you, and who, in their origin and growth,
are in substance an overflow of the population of these
United States. ‘Before the Revolution New England peo-
ple had begun to found what are now our Provinces, and
after the Revolution the great basis of our population
was laid by the Loyalist refugees from every State, and
by perhaps an equal number of others than Loyalists who
followed the rich opportunities of our territory. . Even
to-day one of the best and largest sources of our immi-
gration is the stream of hundreds of thousands of Am-
erican farmers who have taken up our Western Lands.
I might go further, into a historical digression, and show
that the British Empire itself had its origin among those
same men of vision who gave birth to the idea of the
United Colonies. Both of those ideas began together be-
fore the Revolution. It was our common American an-
cestors who dreamed them — the greatest political visions
in the world. It is, therefore, not surprising that our
municipal institutions are essentially American — essen-
tially on the same patterns as your own, with differences
Tather of experimentation and local accident than of struc-
ture. One of those local accidents is a very fortunate one
—the elimination of political parties from our municipal
politics. In this perhaps we may contribute something
to your information, just as we constantly learn innumer-
able things from your municipal experience. Between Can-
ada and the United States there is a great contrast in
this matter.

-We see with astonishment such things as Republican or
Democratic control 'in the governments of your cities,
long tickets of candidates representing Republican or
Democrats, the evils of general party rancour introduced
into local affairs, and too often we hear of the spoils sys-
tem playing an only too important part in the result. In
Canada, on the other hand, a party ticket in municipal af-
fairs is unknown. A man’s party opinions may gain him
some votes, but merely in the same way as his associa-
tion with the Masons or the Independent Order of Moose
have made him some incidental friends. The mere sug-
gestion that party strife entered into the matter would
arouse strong opposition among the voters and in most
cases the candidate would be fain to publicly repudiate
the suggestion in order not to lose his election. In short
the introduction of party issues and shibboleths mearly
everywhere in Canada is regarded as a dangerous and
outlawed principle.

Just how this has come to be is somewhat difficult to
determine. Certainly it was not so in our early municipal
elections, eighty years ago, which were also of a highly
spicy and unladylike variety. Now, on the contrary, it
is a fair statement that the elimination of party politics
is a universally accepted sentiment. It is supported by
all influential newspapers and strongly in favor with all
classes of people., Tts strength lies in the fact that it has
become an attitude of mind, firmly fixed by habit. It cer-
tainly produces very beneficial results — a greater free-
dom and insistence upon the personal fitness of the can-
didates, and a sense that a candidate once elected, is tied

to no group of men, at least on party grounds. But the -

chief advantage is that it severs the municipal policy from
all sorts of State and Federal considerations. Tt thus en-
ables a municipality to come before its legislature stand-
ing on the merits of its demands. Tt is not to be gainsaid
that several evils remain. The municipal politicians some-
times form groups among themselves, and sometimes muni-
cipalities are the victims of baneful influences and rapaci-
ous groups in the legislatures., But at least their diffi-

culties are immensely simplified by the fact that the party
question is nil. Internally, within municipalities, this
freedom has made it easier to choose officials, and has
everywhere made their standing a life tenure of their
positions. It has also rendered it possible to have un-
animity in councils over many measures and policies
based on untramelled individual opinion of the aldermen,
and it has enabled a municipality, when affected by pend-
ing legislation of the legislatures to assemble to its aid
the best men of all parties. The most striking and sweep-
ing results have been rendered possible for the Unions of
Municipalities in preventing legislative encroachments by
corporations, and thefts of their rights and franchises by
those charter sharks who infest all lobbies. The Union
of Canadian Municipalities — the great general association
of the cities’ and towns’ of Canada—has sometimes to
fight the passing of some statute encroaching upon fran-
chises or other rights of one of its members, or even.of
some municipality not in any way of its membership —
perhaps even some very weak and small municipality.
In the Federal Parliament of Canada such bills are some-
times brought forward. But on every occasion where a
fair case exists, the Union counts on untrammelled com-
bination of all the best elements of both parties, and in-
variably obtains a victory, in which the name. of either
party is scarcely so much as mentioned. The same pro-
cess goes on before the Provincial Legislatures (corre-
sponding to those of your States) before whic the Pro-
vincial branches of the Union taken up similar matters,
and whatever difficulties they may have with commercial
groups or charter-sharks, there is almost invariably the
same absence of the suggestion of party. It is unnecessary
to catalogue all the other beneficial results. §

Now, from the modest acquaintance I have with Ameri-
can municipal affairs, based mainly on a long association
with the National Municipal League and other American
municipal bodies, and also partly on a constant reading
of the newspapers, I know that many of your municipal
experts sometimes envy us this advantage, and wonder
how it can be introduced in the United States, and added
to your long list of important municipal triumphs. Let
me make only two remarks on that question: First, that
whatever be the method, the object should be to attain
a habit of public mind against the continuance of the
party system. In Canada it rests upon a habit of public
mind acquired during the past half century, and favored
no doubt by the fact that our party methods have never
attained such completeness of system as your own., They
have never come down to such refinements as your party
tickets,

The Second point is that, whether the process be long
or short, simple or difficult—and there is no doubt it will
be difficult—I have absolute confidence in the American
people — in their ability to achieve any ideal. The elimin-
ation of party politics will come to you as it has to us,
sometime—and within a reasonable time—and therefore
the struggle for it is not a hopeless one, and ought to be
pursued systematically with optimism, and having as its
set purpose the gradual creation of the necessary habit
of public thought.

WHAT TORONTO ADVISES FOR CHILDREN.

Give them all the fresh air you can, but not on crowd-
ed streets, trolley-cars or boats.

If you have any garden, keep the children there. TUse
the roof if you live in a house where there are no cases
of the disease.

Wash out your child’s mouth and nose frequently with
Boracic Acid or plain boiled water with a little salt in it.

Let your child have plenty of rest. Put it to bed early
in the evening.

Keep your child’s bowels in good order. If you notice
symptoms of fever, vomiting or tiredness, give a dose
of Castor Oil. Put the child to bed in a room alone and
CALL A DOCTOR. Keep all other children away until
your child is well.
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J. J. KELSO AND THE CHILDREN.

The annual report of Mr. J. J. Kelso, Superintend-
ent of Neglected and Dependent Children of On.
tario, which has just been published brings vividly
to one’s mind the responsibility of the community
to its children, particularly to those, who through
neglect or loss of parents hecome public charges.
Mr. Kelso, who is truly the “‘Dr. Barnardo’ ‘of Can-
ada in the course of his report seems to visualize
what would otherwise be but a prosaic account of 3
Government*official. The soul of the man is childlike
in the faith and confidence in his 10,000 charges—to
Kelso every boy and girl has the divine spirit
enriched and chastened by their very misdemeanors,
provided they are tal;en up in time. And surely
he has had the experience to know. Long before
he became a public servant he wag working for the
poor kiddies of Canada. He knew and loved them
and they knew and loved him. He wag truly their
Santa Claus. He founded the Children’s Aid So-
cieties which have spread thl"O}lg‘hOl.lt the Dominion,
the organizing of which in taking him from one end
of the country to the other, has endeared him to
thousands of men and women who have appreciated
his self-denying task. As a matter of fact, My, Kelso
when he was in newspaper work, gave every mo-
ment of his spare time to the work—it was his
besetting hobby.

The great strength of the Kelso system lies in
its appeal to the honor of the boy or girl. Np hard
and fast regulation to break the young spirit —
just sympathy. This is what KGISO_SEI.YS himself
—a paragraph that should be printed in large type,
put into a frame an‘d hung so that teachers' and
parents in Canada might read.—

‘“Boys are strange creatures, constantly seek-
ing to disguise their real feelings, rough in
manner and exterior, and yet craving sym-
pathy, yearning to be understood, to be ap-
preciated. Appeals to the honor of 4 boy seldom
fail, but indifference, harshness, condemnation,
kill out the finer 1nst_1n?:68, prompts to retalia-
tion, drives to despair. -

Mr. Kelso has something to say of the Juvenile
Court. He puts the whole of its strength and weak-
ness in a sentence :—

“The Juvenile Court differs from others in
this, if the judge is not interested the court is
absolutely useless. Tt is the personal influence
that tells:”’

. Those of us who have had occasion to visit the
Juvenile Court know the truth of this. The personal
is the whole thing and one might suggest that Mr.
Kelso’s pithy comment be placed on the desk of each
Juvenile Judge.

WEST GAINS IN POPULATION.

In a preliminary return of the census taken last June
of the Provinces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta
the results show a large increase in nearly all cases,
though the urban centres have not grown so much as
the rural districts. The increase since the 1911 ig ap-
proximately 90,000.

Winnipeg, the largest city in the middle west, increas-
éd its population from 136,035 in 1911 to 162,999 in 1916,
being a gain of 26,964, or nearly 20 per cent, in five
years. For the ten years 1906 to 1916 Wirnipeg shows
an increase of 72,852, or more than 80 per cent.

In Saskatchewan, Regina leads with 26,112, although a
decrease of 4,108 has taken place. Both Saskatoon
and Moose Jaw show mate ial gaing since 1911,

In Albert, Calgary still stands first with a population
of 56,353, followed by Edmonton with 53,792. Of the popu-
lation of the latter, 12,420 represents that of the former
city of Strathcona, now municipally ' part of the provin-
cial capital. In 1911 Strathcona had a population of 5,-
579, and in 1906 one of 1,5650.

The comparative figures in detail are as follow:

Manitoba,

(Cities). 1906. 1911 1916.
Winnipeg ... . 90,153 136,035 162,999
Brandon, o s B ... 10,408 13,839 15,225
St.:Boniface ... ... . <5119 7,483 11,022

(Towns). :

Minnedosa 1,299 1,483 1,831
SOt 1,413 1,854 1,845
Virden ' o 1,471 1,550 1,618
Dauphin ..... 1,670 2,815 3,200
Neapawa o0 o e Ay ROD 1,864 1,854
Portaga la Prairie. e 5,106 5,892 5,860
Relidr e G L 2,701 2,977 3,399
Transcona . ..., S Sk sty 3,357
Saskatchewan.

(Cities), 1906. 1911. 1916.
Moose Jaw ..... . 6,249 13823 16,889
North Battleford 824 2,105 3,145
Prince Albert . 3,005 6,254 6,436
Regina' Ji: 0, 6,169 30,213 26,105
Saskatoon 3,011 12,004 21,054
Weyburn ... 996 2,210 3,054

(Towns).

Melvillghiy o v vt L 1,816 2,100
HgtevanoRittsaiiniian e 887 1,981 2,140
Alberta.

(Cities). 1906. 1911, 1916.
AlEatVE Bl RN o 11,967 43,704 56,302
Edmonton ...., . 11,167 24,900 53,794
Lethbridge .. ... 2,313+ 8,050 9,437
Medieine Hat,., . | i 18020 5,608 9,269
Red Depriie oHi st ool A18 2,118 2,203
Wetaskiwin 1,652 2,411 2,048

(Towns). :

Coleman i Lo 915 1,657 1,559
MacLeod ... 1,114 1,844 1,811
Camrose . y...,. 412 1,686 1,692
SRBYAK. 1 b el Wi 1,669 765
Raymond 1,668 1,466 1,206
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Convention of Alberta Municipalities

(BY OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT).

The twelfth annual convention of the Union of Alberta
Municipalities opened in Edmonton at the palatial Mac-
donald hotel on Wednesday, November 8th for two days
sessions. President Dr. Costello, Mayor of Calgary,
occupied the chair, and out of fifty three of a membership
forty-nine were in attendance.

The convention was declared formally opened by his
honor Lieutenant Governor R. G. Brett, and Mayor W. T.
Henry conferred the freedom of the capital city of Alberta
upon the delegates, Mayor N. Holmes of Claresholm and
Mayor W. D. L., Hardie of Lethbridge, replying on behalf
of the convention.

Resolution and credential committees were struck and
then the convention proceeded to take up the program.
Secretary Treasurer, J. D, Saunders of the town of Cabrose
gave a paper on ‘“Tax Enforcement Proceedings” as appli-
cable to towns and villages, declaring the act cumber-
some, costly and unwieldy, while D. Mitchell, assistant
city comptroller of Edmonton gave a good paper on
“Control of Municipal Expenditures.” Mr. Mitchell show-
ed, in answer to a question by Ex-mayor William Short,
K.C., of Edmonton that since Edmonton had established
the comptrollers’ department, a saving of over three-quart-
ers of a million dollars had been effected in current expen-
ditures in 1915 over 1914, and that the estimated saving
of 1916 over last year was in the neighborhood of one-
quarter of a million dollars.

At the afternoon session of the first day, Dr. T. H.
Whitelaw, medical officer of health for the city of Ed-
monton and president of the Alberta Medical Society,
gave a comprehensive paper on “Municipal Health Pro-
blems” advocating town planning as a remedy for slum
and evil conditions. George T. Kinnaird, patron of the
union, and a member of the firm of Kinnaird and Hender-
son, independent auditors for the city of Edmonton, gave
an address on “Municipal Audits” declaring that auditors
were the family physicians of the municipality.

In the evening the City of Edmonton tendersd a ban-
quct to the delegates, their wives and friends, at which
the cabinet members and legislators of the province were
present, representatives of the clergy and militia, all the
heads of the various civic departments and the ladies.

The toast list was patriotic and representative and the
speakers included His Honor Lieut. Governor R. G. Brett,
Hen. Ducan Marshall, Minister of ..griculture; Hon. Wil-
fred Garicpy, Minister of Municipal Affairs; A. F. Ewing,
M. L. A, Mayor Costello of Calgary; Mayor Hardie of
Lethbridge, Mayor Halladay of Hanna; Mayor Holden of
Vegreville, Right Rev. Bishop Henry Allan Gray; Rev. Dr.
McQueen, Moderator of the Presbyterian Church; Lieut.-
Colonel James Corawall of the 218th Battalion; Lieut.-
Colonel Eduard Leprohon of the 233rd Battalion, Mayor
Hawthorne of Medicine Hat, Alderman O. Bush of Ed-
monton, M. R. Jennings and others.

A good paper given at the convention was on “Free
Hospitals” by Mrs. W. M. Davidson of Calgary who is
touring the .province in the interests of governmental
establishcd free hospitals: The women of Alberta have
already petitioned the Alberta government on the matter,
advoecating the surveying of the province into hospital dis-
trict, each district to take a referendum vote on the ques-
ticn, taxaticn to be the means of maintaining the hospitals
being able in due course to attach the properties,

Ex-Mayor William Shert, K. C., of Edmonton, discussed
his paper given at the eleventh annual convention of the
union held at Bassano on “Municipal Taxation Problems”
and he advocated taxation on a frontage basis.

The secrctary treasurer of the union in presenting his
report showed that total receipts for the past year amount-
ed to $738.96 while disbursements were $575.07, leaving a
balarce on hand amounting to $163.89.

The. second day’s session saw the election of officers
for 1917 and Howard Stutchbury, secretary of the Military
Hospital Commission gave a paper on “The Care of the
Returned Disabled Soldier.”

The officers for 1916-17 are: ;

Patrons: Hon. R. G. Brett, Lieut.-Governor.
Hon. A. L. Sifton, Premier of Alberta.
Hon. C. W. Cross, Attorney General.
Hon. Wilfred Gariepy, Minister of Municipal Affairs.

E. Michener, Leader of the Opposition M. L.A., Red
Deer.
George J. Kinnaird, F.R.C.A., Edmonton.
Hon. President: Mayor M. C. Costello, Calgary.
President: N. Holmes, Mayor of Claresholm.
First Vice-President: J. P. Holden, Mayor of Vegreville.
Second Vice-President: A. C. Hawthorne, Mayor of Medi-
cine Hat.
Secretary-Treasurer:
of Camrose.
Executive: Mayor H. E. Osmond, Didsbury.

Mayor W. T. Henry, Edmonton; D. W. Marnock, Leth-
bridge; Councillor R. J. Chrystal, Carstairs; Thos. J.
Stacey, secretary-treasurer of Fort Saskatchewan; Secre-
tary-treasurer Johnson of Olds and W. J. Seed of Ver-
milion.

Next year the convention will meet at Calgary.

The resolutions passed at the convention, among them
being a number of amendments to the Towns Act and Tax
Enforcment Proceedings which affects only the villages
and small towns, are as follows:

Moratorium Provisions.

Moved by Ald. John McNeill, Calgary, seconded by G.
R. Marnock, president of the Lethbridge board of trade.

“Whereas this convention is entirely in sympathy with
such measures as protect the property of bona fide sol-
diers and sailors, but ;

“Whereas difficulties would arise in preparing a list of
unpaid taxes which would be free from containing prop-
erties owned by soldiers and sailors at present enlisted
and men who may in future enlist for active service and

“Whereas it is necessary for the proper and efficient
government of our cities, towns and villages, that they
should not be restricted more than is absolutely neces-
sary in the collection of the revenues required for the
administration of their government, and

“Whereas, prospective purchasers of properties at tax
sale, or of tax sale certiticates would require assurance of
being able in due course to attach the properties,

“Resolved that in the opinion of this convnetion the
Moratorium provisions should apply only “to soldiers and
sailors actually enlisted in the overseas naval and military
forces or in the armies and navies of Hig Majesty the
King and of our allies and

“That the Moratorium act should be so amended that
it will apply only to men enlisted as above and

“That in order to facilitate the carrying outof tax sales,
soldiers’ and sailors’ property be not excluded from the
lists, but that such bona-fide soldiers and sailors should
be given until eighteen months after the conclusion of
the war to redeem their property, and that such redemp-
tion be arranged so that the costs attached will be borne
by the respective cities, towns and villages.” Carried.

Discount for Taxes.

Moved by R. J. Chrystal, seconded by J. B. Welton:
“That this committee recommend that the government
make provision for villages to allow a discount for taxes
on similar basis as permitted to towns.”—Carried.

Moved by H. H. Halliday seconded by Thomas B, Mc-
Clellan:

“Any village. or town may put an upset price at any
tax or tax enforcement sale, equal to all taxes and costs
against any parcel of land.”—Carried.

Moved by J. B. Holden (Vegreville): )

“That in view of the prescnt method of Tax Enforce-
ment proceeding being unsuited to existing conditions the
oxecutive of this union appoint a committee to investi-
gate other possible methods and to confer with the depart-
ment of municipal affairs as to a remedy.”—Carried.

Moved by W. McMullen (Tofield):

“That the department be requested to change the present
form .of assessment and Tax Roll by the addition of a
column headed ‘Legal Costs.'”—Carried.

Equality of Pensions.

“Whereas the Canadian Army is a citizen army com-
posed of men from all parts of Canada in all walks of life
and

“Wherees in the majority of cases the officers and
men befero entering the army were of equal social -and
business standing in the community from which they
went into the army, and

J. D. Saunders, Secretary-Treasurer
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“Whereas officers were educated at the expenses of the
government and, at least, in some cases, got preferment
by influence not necessarily political, and

“Whereas the man who made it a condition of service
that he be given a commission cannot be considered a
better patriot than the man who entered the ranks, and

“Whereas all should be considered on the basis of serv-
ing his country as a voluntary soldier and from a con-
scientious sense of duty.

“Therefore be it resolved that in the judgment of this
convention the Dominion Pension law should be revised
and each and every soldier be put on an equality as to
pension, excepting in the cases of professional soldiers
who have educated themselves for military office:

“And that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the
Dominion government.”—Carried.

Bar Outside Battalion.

Moved J. M. MacDonald, seconded W. Holmes, (Clares-
holm) :

“That whereas the Province of Alberta has exceeded
in enlistment of volun'te‘ers for overseas service all other
provinces in the Dominion of Canadian in proportion to

the population.

“And wheregs a number of battalions already organized
are not recrult.ed to .full strength, and the commanders
are having difficulty in getting their battalion up to full

strength.

“And whereas large numbers of recruited men have been
permitted to transfer to battalions organized outside the
province which tends to retard our local battalions from
attaining full strength and batralions from other parts of
Canada are permitted to recruit men in this province;

“Now, therefore ,this convention would humbly recom-
mend to the minister of militia that no transfer of men
from local to outsi.de battalions be permitted, and that
no battalions organized outside the province be permitted
to recruit men in this province until all local battalions
are up to full strength.”—Carried.

Moved by M. Freeman (Lethbridge),
Hardie (Lethbridge):

second Mayor

“Whereas under present conditions a money by-law may
not be advertised until the approval of the Board of Pub-
lic' Utilities is obtained.

“And whereas this condition of affairg may lead to se-
rious and undesirable delays.

“Therefore be it resolved that this convention petition
the government to make such changes in the law respect-
ing money by-laws that will legalize the advertising of
same during period of consideration by the Board of
Utilities, subject to their final approval.”—Carrieq.

The Convention closed with the singing of the National
Anthem. fdie y

Owing to the limited time to pPrepare report for this
issue the papers are left over for later editions.—Editor.

SOME DON'TS.

Don’t stand for dirty milk.

DON'T keep thinking of business—leave it
the Union Station.

DON'T try to crowd too much into your holidays. A
holiday should be a rest and a change, not an athletic en.
durance test.

DON’T be too eager to get a good coat of tan and get a

good sun-burn instead.
(DON’T go in a 'canoe if you cannot swim.

behind at

DON'T go into cold water or for long swims unless your 4

circulation is good.
DON'T stay awake nights Swatting mosquitoes if a gal-
lon of coal oil would cut them off in their tender youth.
DON'T eat too much meat ‘during hot weather— fresh
figh is much better. Vegetab!es and fruit are supplied by
nature for hot weather and should replace meat to a
great extent in your diet.—Toronto Health Bulletin,
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FAILURE OF OLD WORLD INSTITUTIONS,

The bresent world-war is revealing to us the failure of
old-world Institutions. It is also revealing to us the great-
ness of our problem. In our consternation and infected
with the madness of BEurope many of our leaders advocate
the establishment of the very institutions and the adop-
tion of the self-.same policies which have brought Europe
to the vcrge of destruction. “Preparedness” is surely a
counsel of desperation. Only through good-will can there

“Sail on! sail on! sail on!”
S e s e
DAY WORK vs. CONTRACT WORK.

As a number of inquiries have bee; i i
the special article in last month’s isguzer&;(;grrff:rf}trig
of Day Labour vs. Contract Work we might say that 1“9:
author, Mr, C. A. Mullen is 2 partner in the firm of Milt -
Hersey, Ltd., Analytical Chemists of Montreal My Mlllon
1S an expert in road-making so that his artfcle g
thoritative as well as interesting, s

TORONTO HYDRO-ELECTRIC GIVES LARGE
ORDER,

The Toronto Hydro-Electric System has just placed a
larfge. order for high tension cables with the Eugene
Phillips Electrical Works Limited, Montreal, The order
ca.lls for approximately eight miles of 250,000 circular:
mil, three conductor Paper Insulated and Plain Lead Cov-
tared cable for. a working pressure of 13,200 volts, at a
cost of approximately $100,000. This is the fourth’ lar
order that the Toronto Hydro has placed with i
known Canadian firm, i i

——

CITY STOCKHOLDER IN BANK,

. The city of Quebec, which is holder of 76

in the Quebec Bank, will agree to the amalzaﬁg}gozfosfuz}clk
C?uebe_c and Royal Banks. This was decided by the fin Ae
(,OII]I:nlttee, and _the city treasurer wag authorized to g
municate the city’s assent, as a stockholder t. g
rectors of the Quebec Bank, S
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mist and obscurity, with no clear cut demarcations in the
Act to guide him, and no beacon lights of judicial author-
ity to shine upon his pathway; and

(C).—Last, but not least, the Act should be revised to
eliminate the indefinite and indeterminate power of the
Lieutenant-Governor in Council. What amount of power,
and authority to control and supervise the inside work-
ings of a municipality the Lieutenant-Governor in Council
should have is, of course, a political matter. It is no part
of this paper to discuss them, although the Writer has
very strong opinions on the point, but there can be no
question that just exactly what the Lieutenant-Governor
in Council can do and cannot do, just precisely where his
jurisdiction commences and above all, where it ends,
should be laid down in the Act with the utmost clarity.
All the way through the Acts, stands on top of the muni-
cipality the words “subject to the approval of the Lieute-
nant-Governor in Council”—approval untrammelled, un-
controlled with reason or without reason the Lieutenant-
Governor in Council can make or mar your progress—
give one privilege to one Municipality—withhold the same
privilege from another. Without appeal, without resource,
without, it may be, any due conception of the circum-
stances. Surely such a system needs some boundary line
established, or we be in worse case than our fathers in
the days of James II.

These are only some of the various reasons leading me
as your Solicitor to ask you to press upon the Government
a revision and consolidation of the various Acts govern-
ing our municipal life. Your experience will suggest many
other reasons which for lack of time I have not touched
upon, but the time and the circumstances of this present
make me feel we might now with propriety seek the end
I suggest.

For, in the final analysis no Statutes so affect the every
day life of the people of British Columbia as do the Acts
respecting municipalities. Ninety per cent. at least of all
our people live and do business within the boundaries of
some Municipality. This convention is as truly represen-
tative of the people of the Province as the Legislature is,
and usually more in touch with the wants of the inhabi-
tants of the Province, particularly along the lines of their
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own special work of the Government of the municipalities
than the members of the Legislature can possibly be.

Moved by Mr. F. F. McDiarmid, seconded by Reeve
Bridgman that the report be received and referred to the
Resolution Committee.—Carried.

Solicitor McDiarmid then called- the attention of the
Union to the operation of the War Relief Act as it affects
Municipalities: -
War Relief Act.

The attention of the Union is called to the operation of
The War Relief Act, as it affects Municipalities. The lan-
guage, omitting the parts not applicable, is, “During the
continuance of the war it shall not be lawful for any per-
son or corporation to take any proceeding outside of
Court, against a person, etc., for the enforcement payment
of his debts, liabilities or obligations existing or future—
whether created before or after the coming into force of
this Act.”

Our Judges are giving the widest possible interpreta-
tion to this section. It has been held to apply to Militia
regiments on active service at home guarding bridges, etc.
It has been held to a Militia regiment not on active ser-
vice, but drilling twice a weekly only. Further, in regard
to the municipalities it has been held to suspend the giv-
ing of a deed for property sold for taxes before the Act
came into force, where the period of redemption was still
running at the date of the passing of the Act. Thus in
effect lengthening the time of redemption. :

Now, on the basis of this latter. decision. I am of opi-
property no valid assessment for taxes can be made upon
property owned by any soldier or sailer. It is for all prac-
tical purposes in the same category as if specifically ex-
empted from taxation.

The whole portion of the Municipal Act dealing with
these matters, is taxation. The raising of the money for
the Municipality. Every step of the process is a step for
the enforcement of payment of moneys to the end that
government of the Municipality may be carried on. The
first step is the assessment roll—then the ‘collector’s roll,
then the collector’s process for obtaining the money. Every
step is a part of the proceeding and falls under the very
language of the Act.” i

Moved by Mr. F. A. McDiarmid, Solicitor, seconded by
Reeve Sullivan, Surray, that a Special Committee be ap-
pointed to deal with the War Relief Act.—Carried.

A Practical Education

.By B. F. FREEMAN, Principal, Armstrong High School.

A practical education is an expression much wused in
these days. What does it mean? Those who use it gen-
erally have in mind an education that is not purely orna-
mental and disciplinary, but one that will help solve the
eternal bread and butter question, as well as add some-
thing to the wealth of the world and to the welfare of its
people. To use a concrete example: a farmer who sends
his son to the public and high schools cannot see of what
benefit the learning of a smattering of Latin, French,
Mythology, Demonstrative Geometry and a few other sub-
jects which he is compelled to take up in order to pursue
his course of study will be to the boy, who a little later
will either be in command of a stock farm with its cattle,
horses, sheep and swine, for which various crops must be
raised, or of ‘an orchard with its various kinds of fruits.
Likewise the manufacturer and the business man are ask-
ing the same question. The one desiring the skilled work-
er, the other a man capable of learning and carrying on a
business successfully. A bank manager said to me recent-
ly that all he wanted in a boy who wished to learn the
banking business was for him to be able to write an open
hand, to add and multiply, etc., correctly, and especially
to compose an ordinary business letter; spelling and
punctuating it properly, and he added further that many,
apprentices to the banking business could not do this.

A young fellow once upon a time graduated with hon-
ours from one of our universities, then struck out for a
esreat American City to make his fortune, only to discover
that his B. A. degree was of no value to him in looking
for a job. The only thing left for him to do was to teach
school for which he had received no special training. This

young man, who, according to many, was highly educated
was totally unfitted 'for the battle of life, even, I have no
doubt to teach school.

And now let us notice economic and soclal conditions
that have brought about the demand for a practical educa-
tion. In early times industry was ITargely left to slaves and
serfs, and education was confined to a narrow field and
to a numerically restricted class of poeple. Early educa-
tion was only intended for the elect—for the propertied
class, the .class that scorned labour and the laborer. Only
the owner of the large estate and his family were educat-
ed, the workers being slaves and serfs were entirely ignor-
ant. Education was purely ornamental and disciplinary,
but more ornamental than disciplinary. The class that
scorned the workers scorned as well any subject with a
practical bearing. The eldest son inherited the estate
with its emoluments, the younger sons usually were train-
ed for the army, navy or the church or else became use-
less appendages, receiving remittances from the elder son,
and spending their time in sport or idleness. They were
those “who had rather see their children starve like gen-
tlemen than thrive in a trade or profession that is beneath
their quality.” But with the progress of democracy, this
old condition of things was gradually changed. The slave
and the serf were emancipated; being free they began
to develop in the spirit of independence; the workers
began to clamour for their rights. They demanded educa-
cational privileges. Along with the development of demo-
cracy one class after another was admitted into . the
charmed circle from which the ancient lowly were sternly
excluded. At the same time education was broadening {ts
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scope and enriching its content. While it was exclusive,
anything of a practical bearing was resolutely debarred.
Latin and Greek were the main subjects taught. The
youth were set down to these subjects at quite an early
age, 8 to 10. One at least has told of the “dull drilled les-
son, forced down word by word in my repugnant youth.”
Other subjects were not considered genteel, especially
those of a practical bearing. The sciences were not intro-
ducd until well along into the 19th century; neither did
English literature have a blace on the curricula of schools
until the middle of the nineteenth century.

Herbert Spencer was the great apostle of the useful in
education, rather than the ornamental. “He said, men
who would blush if caught saying Iphigenia, instead of
Iphigenia, or would result as an insult any imputation of
ignorance respecting the fabled labours of a fabled demi-
god, show not the slightest shame in confessing that they
do not know where the Eustachian tubes are, what are the
actions of the spinal cord, what is the normal rate of pul-
sation, or how the lungs are inflated. While anxious that
their sons should be well up in the superstitions of two
thousand years ago, they care not that they should be
taught anything about the functions and structure of their
own bodies—nay, even wish them not to be so taught. So
overwhelming is the influence of established routine, so
terribly in our education does the ornamental override the
useful.”

Spencer, needless to say, was very much in advance of
his day. In fact we are only just beginning to realize the
truth of his teachings, and the need of changing the cur-
ricula of our schools and colleges to suit the modern age.
And yet how we cling to that which is dead. Like Mar-
garet Roper, daughter of Sir Thomasg More, who secured
her father’s head and kept it as a sacred relic, and clasp-
ed it to her bosom in her dying hour, so we in educational
matters cling to the past, and are slow to change to suit
the modern conditions.

Hand in hand with the social changes consequent on the
growth of democracy has gone the development of indus-
trialism. These two factors are revolutionizing the world.
The invention of various labour saving machines during
the latter half of the 18th century angq throughout the
whole of the nineteenth century even to the present day
has completely changed methods of manufacturing and
of transportation and has led to g tremendous industrial
development. The machine made article has almost com-
pletely replaced the handmade one, and the passage of
the Atlantic from Europe to Americy has been reduced
from five or six miles per hour to‘30 or 40 miles per hour.,
At the same time the whole vyorld has been put in touch
daily with the fluctuations of its marketg by means of the

raph.

tel';ﬁe l:latui'atl result has been a great increase in the
world of trade along with the exploitation of new markets.
Britain responded but sloley in her educational depart-
ments, and we might add in her religious life, and social
customs to the new industrial order of things. To the
development of democracy, she hag responded more gen-
erously in legislative acts that have given g Voice to her
people in the affairs of state,—until today, berhaps, there
is no more democratic country in the world, not excepting
even the republics than Britain, and she is engageq to-day
in a gigantic struggle for democre_mc ideals and we believe
will be triumphant. The present is great Wwith change. The
old conservatism of the past that has hindered her pro-
gress: is fast dying out. Britain ig responding in g magni-
ficent way to the spirit of the age. In g deluge of bloog
the things that are outworn, the things.that are useless,
the things that are undemocratic, are being washed away.
Notice the steps she is taking already to organize for the
future in education. : ;

And now, how does our public School system in which
our interest naturally centres minister to the needs of the
people of this Provmce?. :

When I first became interested in the schools of thig
Province about eight years ago, I thought that our school
system was the best in Canada, and to-day I have no rea-
son to change my opinion. We, however, are not breath-
ing the same atmosphere of eight years ago. Then and
up to two or three years ago, such a wave of land specula-
tion was passing over this Province that our attention was
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directed towards the investment of money and the turning
over of real estate,

The schools, except in the case of those very closely
identified with them were given very little attention. It
was enough to know that we had a good system. Also the
population was changing so rapidly and so many people
would be here to-day and some other place to-morrow that
any kind of curriculum in our school system, i.e., a more
practical one would have been difficult to carry on. But
for three or folr years things have been different,

With a more settled bopulation engaging in various occupa-
tions to gain a living, attention was gradually turned to-
wards our schools and school system, with the very na-
tural result of criticism following. It was felt that our
school curricula especially that of the higher grades of
the public school and all the classes of the high school,
were not adequately fitting the boys and girls for work
later in life. The course as arranged was a stepping-stone
towards the professions. It was primarily intended to
prepare teachers with the necessary academic qualifica-
tions for their profession. In looking back we can readily

were coming into aj] parts of
the provinces. It was necessary to encourage our own
boys and girls to enter the teaching profession which
many of them did. ;

The change in economic conditions has necessitated a
change in the curricula of our schools. So manual train-
ing and domestic science are being added as well as agri-
culture. That is good. Hitherto our course of study hag
been arranged for those who intended to follow the pro-
fessions, and even though the larger centres are about to
have bestowed upon them the privilege of manual train-
ing, domestic science and agriculture, yet the smaller cen.

be carried to and fro, as has been done in Armstrong and
other districts during the past year.

In this community where the majority of the boys should
be trained to carry on the work of agriculture in its various
phases, and all the girls trained in the science of house-
keeping, whatever else they may learn to do, practically

and in the home. Only the few that have entered the pro-
fessions have directly profited by their High School
course apart from its disciplinary value. Should not our
High Schools minister to the majority rather than to the
minority, but the minority meed not be

training and domestic science as taught in British Columbia
are certainly largely disciplinary, yet they are intensely
bractical. They are, therefore, intended for every boy
and girl. No matter if the boy intends to be a lawyer,
doctor or clergyrqa.n, he should have the training of hand
and eye and learn the use and care of tools, as will be
in the manual training department.

The introduction of agriculture heralds a much need-
ed and in some case longer for change.

Domestic science including needle work, cooking, sani-
tary arrangements, has in mind the home. This should
be noted and teachers engaged who have the capability

ply the household arts of cooking, sewing and house
care, unless it teaches us the art of “family building” of
home making, of living in families in such ways as to
bring increasing personal satisfaction as the years go
by-" ’

The future of our province from its location, resources

The mineral wealth is great and is being developed since
the war as never before. Coal is abundant, many coal
areas being completely undeveloped at present. Iron ore
is plentiful. Excellent deepwater harbors that will ad-
mit the largest ships are found on our coast line, ang back
of all a tremendous water power unharnessed as yet, but

form or another to run innumerable factories; we have
much raw material within our own borders, and are within
comparatively easy reach of foreign raw material,
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Capital and workers and enterprise are needed to de-
velop this natural resources. Capital will always follow
the line of least resistance, i.e., where it can be the
most cheaply invested with assurance of adequate returns.
The workers must be developed. The United States has
found it necessary to import much of its skilled labour
from Europe. She is now awaking to the fact that she
ought to be producing it herself, and is completely re-
organizing her school systems in the various states to
make this possible. We ought to be taking steps in that
direction ourselves, getting the workers ready.

The public school is the proper machinery for doing
this work, as it is done in Germany for instance.

One trouble with the school systems of America is that
they /lag behind in the rear instead of being in the van.
They act as a sort of rearguard while the great mass of
public opinion .is ahead of them. They should be van-
guards leading us on, clearing the way, destroying our
enemies, taking us into the promisqd land of great achieve-
ments.

Now how may we get a better system for the educa-
tion of the young life of this Province. The German,
French or British systems will not suit us in toto. They
all recognize class distinctions, which we never want to
introduce into this country. They each, however, may
possess some things worthy of imitation,

First then, education should be removed as far as pos-
sible from the control of party politics, and therefore
from the patronage system.
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minister of public instruction who has about him an ad-
visory council of 60 members. Of these three-fourths
are appointed by the professors and teachers and one-
fourth by the °president. ;

Second, more thoroughly trained teachers. The rais-
ing of the status of the teacher to that of the highest of
the professions. The appointment of teachers by the
State. In the pensioning of the teachers the German and
French systems are worthy of imitation in this respect,
and the British in so far as certified teachers are con-
cerned.

Third, if we wish to improve our schools we must be
willing to spend our money. A vast amount of money
or property has been designated in this province for the
maintenance and endowment of the Provincial University,
which educates the few. We must spend freely in the
future for grade and secondary schools to educate the
many.

The Province can well afford to support both. But if
to redirect our schools, we must redirect our appropria-
tions, then let it be done. In the face of the tremendous
wastage of this war, surely none of the nations concern-
ed can refuse a few paltry millions for a constructive work
of the highest and best kind when so much has been
spent for destruction. Even our provincial share of the
Patriotic Fund 'if appropriated each year in addition to
present appropriations would give us upwards of a million
dollars additional for the extension of our educational
work. ILet us not forget that the most important work
that our hands and minds and hearts have to do, nothing
else assuming like importance, is the proper education
of the boys and girls of this country. #

School Trustees and Their Relationship to Municipalities

J. L. R. RAYMUR,

Mr. James L, R. Raymur, Comptroller, Victoria, then
delivered a paper on “School Trustees in Their Relation
to Municipalities.”

The financial relations that exist between the Munici-
palities and the Boards of School Trustees, the better
adjustment of which in my opinion, constitutes one of
the most important problems that confront the munici-
palities in British Columbia to-day. The ideas that I am
putting forward have not been officially endorsed by the
Victoria City Council, but they are my own conclusions,
reached after a long experience as City Comptroller in
Victoria. I also wish it to be distinctly understood that,
in which I may say, I have in no way any intention of
criticizing the actions of the Trustees, or of trespassing
on delicate ground by even suggesting that the education-
al value received is not commensurate with the expendi-
ture. Every one realizes that the schools of this Province
must be kept up to their present high standard, and that
there should be no curtailment of the educational facili-
ties provided, but every one does not agree with the fi-
nancial methods employed to attain this end.

The Legislature, in its wisdom, created two bodies; one
the Municipal Council, to which was given into alia the
power of taxation limiting the rate for general purposes to
15 mills on the dollar and allowing a rate for school
purposes sufficient to cover the estimated expenditure of
the Board of School Trustees. To the Board School Trus-
tees was given the management of schools, and to meet
the cost of this, the right to make a demand on the Coun-
cil for such funds, without limit, as they may require,
which funds have to be provided no matter what the con-
ditions may be, and without any regard to the other re-
quirements of the council. This demand can not be
amended or in any way altered by the Council, it has
simply to be met, nor is there any appeal to the Council
of Public Instruction, as there is from the demands of the
Police Commissioners to the Lieutenant-Governor in
Council. This system has worked great hardships on the
Municipal Councils during the last few years of difficult
financing, for the demands of the School Board must be
met to the last dollar, even though the collections on ac-
count of the special school rate may be any where from
20 to 30 per cent in arrears. The Council, has therefore,
to make up the deficiency in the school rate out of their
equally depleted revenue, consequently, many a work of
civic necessity has to be omitted. Section 48 of the Public
Schools Act, and Section 201 of the Municipal Act, both
authorize the levying of a special rate for school purposes,
but the Schools Act goes much further than the Muni-

cipal Act for it also provides that “if, and so far as, the
moneys raised by such rate and received from the grant
paid by the Minister of Finance under this Act, are in-
sufficient for that purpose, the Council shall apply a por- -
tion of the ordinary revenue for school purposes.” Thus
the amount of money that any Council has to spend is
just so much as the Trustees choose to leave them. The
practiéal result of all this is to make the Board of School
Trustees the superior body, and the demands of the Board
a first charge on the Municipal Revenue, leaving the Coun-
cil to get along as best it may on what is left. This is a
condition of affairs that I do not think was ever con-
templated by the Legislature.

There is a further objectionable feature in the shape of
Section 56 of the Public Schools Act which provides that
“in case of any judgment being recorded against the Board
of School Trustees, they shall forthwith notify the Muni-
cipal Council of the amount thereof and the Municipal
Council shall levy and collect the same as in other cases
provided for by this Act.” 1 gather from the wording
of this section that the Council has power to levy an ad-
ditional rate, but should the rate be already. struck, the
amount of the judgment would have to be met from the
general funds of the Municipality, and no provision having
been made in the estimates, some other service would
have to suffer. There is also no provision for charging the
School Board with interest on advances made prior to
the receipt of taxes. The friction is maintained all
through the Act, and regulations of the Councils of Pub-
lic Instruction and in the actions of the Superintendent
of Education that the School Boards handle their own
funds, for the Superintendent has assumed the right to
withhold the government grant from the Trustees for
any action that he considers a dereliction of their duties,
thus penalizing the Municipal Council for the actions of the
Trustees. Section 23 of the Schools Act provides that “no
school district shall be entitled to receive any portion of
the legislative grant whose Trustees have neglected to
transmit within the time provided by this Act, the re-
turns of the preceding year, or whose school has not been
kept in operation at least six months during the school
year, unless with the sanction of the Council of Public
Instruction.” This is the only authority for the with-
kolding of the Government Grant, yet the superintendent
threatens the Boards that the grants will not be paid, and
actually does not pay them, for other causes than those
mentioned in Section 23. In any event the Council are the
sufferers, and that unjustly so, for their revenue may be
reduced as a punishment for the alleged wrongful doings
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of a body over whose actions they have absolutely no con-
trol. The Trustees may do something that is in the
opinion of the Superintendent, an infringement o_f the
regulations — in the case of expenditure the Council hag
to meet it, it has no other option, and to punish the Trus-
tees the Superintendent threatens not to pay the Govern-
ment Grant, which affects the Council only, making another
unforeseen and unfair reduction in the Municipal revenue.
It does not seem right that the Councils’ financial arrange-
ments should be upset in this manner by the illegal and
arbitrary actions of the Superintendent.

In every instance the Statutes are so drawn as to give
the Board of School Trustees the advantage and to make
the Councils the servants of the Boards. The fault does
not lie with the members of the Boards, but with the Sys-
tem. Once more calculated to create friction it were hard
to imagine, and that there has not been more is probably
due to the impossibility of the Councils obtaining any re-
dress. The members of the School Boards would be more
than human, nay almost divine, did they not occasionally
yield to the delightful experience of making unlimited ex-
penditures without having to give the slightest considera-
tion as to where the money is to come from. Contrast the
extraordinary financial powers of the Board of School Trus.
tees with their executive powers; all -they can do is to
build and maintain schools and hire teachers. The Coun-
cil of Public Instruction hag jurisdiction over all matters of
a purely educational nature and to the "Municipal School
Inspectors is delegated “supervisory authority in all mat-
ters relating to school organization, instruction, and dis-
cipline,” subject to a further Supervision by the Pro-
vincial Inspector. See subdivision D., Section 10, Pub-
lic Schools Act. The appointment of the Municipal

School Inspector is also subject to the approval of the

Council of Public Instruction. Doeg the limited authority
in one case, warrant the unlimiteq bower possessed in the
other?

But some will say that the remedy is in the hands of
the ratepayers and that they wil] settle the matter at the
elections. Absolutely true in theory, but in actual prac-
tice the Councils are made the goat of the Trustees.

It is quite possible for a Trustee to e re-elected on
the strength of having provided g magnificent school in
his War, while the unforunate memper of the council who
had to find the money was defeated. No one, least of all
the members of the Municipal Councils, hag the slightest
desire to, in any way, lower the high standard of educa-
tion at present obtained throughout the Province, but it
should be possible, in some way, to so arrange matters
that the party spending should be responsible for finding
the money or vice versa.

Now, as to the remedy. It seemsg tq me that there are
three methods whereby the present difficulties might be
overcome. First, let the School Boards do their own
financing. ., They can use the machinery of the munici-
palities assessment departrpent and levy and collect their
own rate, pay their own bills and be directly responsible
for all financial matters. The genera] Dbublic would then
have some idea what the cost of education is. At present
the average ratepayer only looks at the tota] of his tax
notice and although the various rates are detailed, very
rarely is any attention paid to the 1‘tem.s. If the total keeps
on increasing, how much criticism is d}rected'at the School
Board? Practically none. The Council gets it all. Shoulq
the school rate be paid direct to the School Board angq
the ratepayer noticed that hig sghool taxes were con-
tinually increasing, he would begin to take hotice and
direct his criticisms at the Board instead of at the Council,

Secondly do away with the Schog] Board altogether
and let the schools be managed by the Municipal Council,
which body has to find the money. I can hear some of
you gasp at the temerity of proposing to abolish a time-
honored institution llke'the Board of School Trustees,
but, why not? As I said befox:e, the Council of Publjc
Instruction has very wisely retained ip its own hands a]]
matters relating to the curriculum and a5, the appoint-
ment of the Inspectors, leaving to the Schoo) Board-oenly
the building and maintaining of schools, ang the hiring
and paying of teachers. Can any one say that these func.
tions could not be as well performed by the Council ag
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by the School Board or that the intelligence of the aver-
age alderman or councillor is not at least equal to that
of the average Trustee? This method, amongst other
advantages, would do away with the over-lapping of over.
head charges that, at present, exist. The Council has its
own legal advisor, its own medical officer, its own super-
intendent of buildings, and its own purchasing depart-
ment, so has the School Board, Why cannot one do for
both? There would be a great saving in these items alone
without in any way impairing the efficiency. The Coun-
cil of Public Instruction Wwould still retain the appointment
of the Municipal Inspector, but by amplifying his duties
he would become an officer much on the lines of a City
Engineer, with powers of a manager,

members and the minority from among those interested
in education residing in the Municipah’ty, or perhaps it
would be better to have the latter elected by the rate-
payers, the Chairman, in any case, to be one of the mem-
bers of the Council. Thig would give the necessary leaven
of the educational element and retain the financial con-
trol in the hands of those who have to find the money.

Some change in the bresent arrangement ig absolutely
necessary, especially in view of the strenuous period
through which we are passing. Some system should pe
evolved whereby the body spending the money should
shoulder a portion, if not all, of the responsibility of
raising the necessary funds, together with the criticism
with which taxation ig inseparably connected,

The subject bristles with many difficulties, but I can-
not help thinking that if both bodies were to approach
it in a mutual spirit of give and take, a satisfactory soly-
tion of the trouble could be arrived at; one which: would
give more co-ordination between the two bodies, who after

all, are both working to a common end — the public

. 800d — and which would, while in no way impairing the

high standard of education obtainable in British Columbia,
somewhat lessen the cost to the ratepayers .

Moved by Mr, F. F, McDiarmid, Solicitor, seconded by
Mayor McBeath that a Committee of five he appointed and
that the School Board be requested to appoint five to
consult with the Union of British Columbia Municipali-
ties at the earliest convenience,

Carried.

Moved by Mayor McBeath, seconded by Alderman Wright
that a vote of thanks be tendered to the two members
who read the foregoing papers. )

The President: I extend to you hoth a very hearty vote
of thanks.

CHURCHES EXEMPT FROM TAXATION.

Mr. Casey, representing the Church of Our Lady of the
Holy Rosary, Vancouver, addressed the meeting at some
length:

“There are a number of members at this delegation
representative of various denominations, but the ques-
tion of church exemption from taxation is one in which
all the churches are vitally interested. The matter hag

. Wwith which they are assessed.

“Under the Municipal Act every place of public wor-
ship is exempt from taxation, that is, the actual site on
which the church stands, and in the cities or districts
where land is of considerable value, it has involved a
great -hardship on the churches. }

“We all fully realize that it is through the medium of
the churches that the highest ideals of citizenship are
formulated, and we cannot afford to retard the valuable
work which they do. The church which I represent, that
of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary, is called upon to pay
$2,800 per annum taxes; that of St Andrews, Presbyterian.
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Convention of B. C. Municipalities.—(Continued).

“The Mayor of Vancouver and aldermen present know
that the central city churches in Vancouver have paid no
taxes this year and some are owing for 1914. The First
Presbyterian Church in Vancouver has actually been sold
for taxes because of the inability to keep the church going.

“1 now ask for relief from the Government through this
Convention, not for exemption on all church property,
but merely the actual site on which the church stands.”

Mr. A. McC. Creery then addressed the meeting, on
behalf of the Anglican Church in Vancouver:

«1 first of all desire to thank you for giving us a hear-
ing. The subject is one which has already been extensive-
ly covered by Mr, Casey, but perhaps it may be in the
minds of some of you that there are representatives of
other churches who are likewise seeking Governmnt aid
in this matter.

“It would seem unfair that the large city churches
should have to be sold, and removed to the outskirts of
the city, because of not being able to pay their taxes. I
feel that the subject has been argued by Mr. Casey so
thoroughly that I have but little to add to his remarks.

“We all know that the general effect of the churches is
good, and that the highest principles of manhood are en-
couraged by the lessons the church teach, and no com-
munity can afford to lose sight of this influence.

“In short, we desire exemption from taxation of the
site on whlch the church stands, not the rectory or school
house or local improvements, merely the site, and I ask
you in all sincerity and earnestness to pass a vote to ex-
empt the churches from this taxation.”

Councillor Loutet asked if non-Christian ehurches be
exempt from taxation?

Mr. W. H., D. Ladner, representing the Presbyterian
Church, Vernon: Yes, I think so. :

“In the question of church exemption I believe that
British Columbia was the only part of the whole Empire.
In 1913 the Act was amended and the Municipal Act to
eliminate the exemption. I believe that the good influence
of the churches permeates through the whole Municipality,
and therefore that the regular church-goer should not have
to soulder the expenses of the church, when the whole
neighborhood derives a benefit.”

Reeve Bridgman asked for exemption from soldiers and
sailors institutes.

Mayor Smith asked if improvements on churches are
exempt from general taxation to which Mr. Casey replied
that they wished for exemption from the actual site on
which the church stands, and would be quite willing to
pay for street paving or other improvement taxes,

A Committee be formed to consider the question of
Church exemption,

/A Special Committee on War Relief Act was also formed.
Report of Resolution Committee on Solicitors Report.
The various matters and things which were adopted

by the Union of British Columbia Municipalities in con-
vention assembled at Chilliwack, which were entrusted to
me for presentation to the members' of the Government
and to the members of the Legislature of the Province
of British Columbia, and looking towards amendments to
the Municipal Act, have all been brought to the attention
of the Government and to the attention of the members
of the Legislature, and the following is a detailed report
of the action taken on each:

1. Municipal Elections Act, Section 59. As this sec-
tion stands at present the presiding officer at a muni-
cipal election can only require a voter to take the Statu-
tory Declaration when the said voter has been challenged
by a third party, who must be a duly qualified elector.

“It is proposed that this be amended so as to give the
presiding officer power to challenge any voter on his own
initiative, exactly as when taking a poll on a money by-
law. This was granted and now forms the second section
of the Municipal Elections Act Amendment Act, 1916.”

Dealt with by the Government,

2. “It is proposed that Section 85 of the Elections Act
be amended so as to include school trustees as well as
members ‘of municipal councils.”

Not granted, recommended same: be dropped, the same
as the Municipalities. This is a matter affecting school
trustees. f

Vol. XII., No. 12

3. “That a clause be enacted enabling the municipality
to establish, maintain and operate public slaughter houses
and abattoirs, and to prevent, regulate and inspect the
location or continuation thereof, and prohibit the slaughter
of animals intended for food in existing or other slaughter
houses or abattoirs, or inspect any slaughter houses or
abattoirs designed in the By-Law.”

This was granted and forms part of Section 12 of the
Municipal Act Amendment Act, 1916.

4. “Provide for the registration of bearer debentures.”

This was granted and forms part of Section 28 of the
amendments of this year.

5. “Subsection (1) Section 247 (as amended in 1915),
adding 5 per cent on taxes on land due to be sold, make
this optional.” This was granted and forms Section 40
of the amendments of this year.

6. “To amend Section 228 by adding after the word,
“Municipality” in the fourth line thereof, the following
words, namely: Provided, however, that the appeal from
the decision of the Court of Revision shall be limited to
the question whether the assessment in respect to ‘which
the appeal is taken is or is not equal and rateable with
the assessment of other similar property in the munici-
pality, having equal advantage of situation, against the
assessment of which no appeal has been taken.”

This was the most contentious piece of legislation that
came before the municipal Committee. Deputation after
deputation came from Victoria City and other places in
opposition to this section, and after many amendments
had been proposed, and much discussion, the Committee
adopted Section 37 of the present year’s act in lieu'thereof,
reading as follows:

“37. Said chapter 52 is hereby amended by inserting
the following immediately after Section 227:— ‘

“227 A. TUntil after the expiration of the year following
the year in which a peace treaty between Great Britain

and Germany shall have been signed, there shall be no’

appeal in'respect of any lands from the Court of Revision
if the following provisions, have been complied with
namely:

(a) If the aggregate assessment of the lands in the
municipality is less by ten per centum than the assess-
ment as fixed by the Court of Revision of the year next
preceding; and

(b) If the assessment of the land in question is less
by ten per centum than its assessment as fixed by the
Court of Revision in the year next preceding; and

(c) If the assessment of the land in question is fair
and equitable in comparison with other lands of the same
class in the municipality. Such comparison to be made
by reference only to the assessment roll of the munici-
pality for the year 1914:

“Provided, however, that nothing herein contained shall
preclude any appeal as to the area assessed or as to the
classification of the lands.”

Be not further gone on with. Carried.

7. ‘“Better Definition of Wild Land. That the follow-
ing definition of ‘Wild Land’ be inserted in the Municipal
Act, Section 2, in lieu of the present definition: ‘Wild
Land’ shall mean and include any land which is unoc-
cupied, uncultivated and not cleared or not used for grow
ing hay or for pasture or for buildings.”

Recommend that this be dropped. Carried.

8. “Weight of loads on Highways. That Subsection
(204) of Section 54 of the Municipal Act as amended by
Section 13 of Chapter 466, 1915, be further amended by
striking out the words Chapter 46, 1915, be further amend-
ed by striking out the words ‘Provided, however, that be-
fore such by-law shall come into force, it shall receive
the sanction of the Lieutenant-Governor in Council.”

Not adopted. Carried.

9. “Noxious Weeds Act. That Subsection (2) of Section
3 of Chapter 66, the Noxious Weeds Act be amended by
striking out the same.”

Be re-submitted. Carried.

10. “Trustees Act. That the Provincial Government be
respectfully urged to amend the Trustees Act to authorize
the investment of trust funds in the debentures or stock
of British Columbia Municipalities.

Re-submitted. Carried,

11. “Provincial aid to Municipalities for the mainten-
ance of main trunk roads.”

Re-submitted. Carried,
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Municipal Finance
JAMES MURRAY.

CITY OF EDMONTON FINANCES,

City Comptroller Mouat of Edmonton has just sent in
a report to the City Council dealing with the Revenue and
Expenditure of the administration for the nine months
ending September 30.

For the nine months under review the controllable ex-
penditures show a reduction of $134,900.00 as compared
with the same period in 1915, and that the actual expendi-
tures are $47,495.00 within the appropriations authorized
by Council for the first nine months of the current year.

The total revenue for the nine months under review is
$343,829.00, a decrease of $116,469.00 as compared with
the same period in 1915

As against $669,073.06 at 30th September, 1915, the
Controllable Expenditures, under Central Administration,
for the nine months of the current year are $534,132.43
a decrease of $134,940.63 reductions having been effected
in almost every department.

The report shows that the actual expenditures are
$47,495.57 within the appropriations authorized by Council
for the first nine months of 1916.

Allowing for all contingencies there is every prospect
of the controllable expenditures for the twelve months
‘ being in the neighborhood of quarter of a million dollars
under those of 1915.

T = L Y
CITY OF SASKATOON,

- -

In a diagram prepared by Commissioner Yorath the
city of Saskatoon is shown to have reduced its assessed
value from $56,679,425 in 1914 to $37,646,827 in 1916, a
reduction of $19,032,598, or 33 per cent. The tax levy
has been reduced from $1,227 547 ¢, $821,759, a reduction
of $405.799, or 33 per cent, while during the same interval
the public school supporters’ rate has been only increased
from 17.55 mills to 18.35 mil]g,

The diagram also shows that the portion of the tax
levy for which the city counciy is responsible—i.e., gen-
eral and local improvements, hag been reduced from a
total of $890,153 to $562,296, a reduction of $327,857, or
36 per cent.

Owing to the large reduction in the general expendi-
ture the general rate has been reduced from 12 mills in
+1914 to 11.50 mills in 1916, in spite of the fact that the
assessment has been reduced by 33 per cent,

—_—_—
SASKATOON’S TAX COLLECTIONS.

Saskatoon has collected during the first ten months of
this year 90 per cent. of the year’s tax levy in taxes and
arrears.

The total tax levy for the current year ig $821,000, as
compared with $986,418 for last year. The tax collections
for the first ten months of .1916 amounted to $740,083. Last
vear the amount collected in a similar period was $660,493.

BANK LOANS TO MUNICIPALITIES sinc
AUGUST, 1913, s

1913, 1914, 1915. 1916.
JBNNATY it i ot $29,301,620 $35,952,805 $32,015,371
PaDTUALY & vnsrov coavssasiv i 30,372,854 38,437,903 35,149 915
Manch c o 31,890,843 41,227,449 38,649, 462
April e e e e g 30,168,812 43,031,360 44,371,050
0PI A SR e s 33,689,577 43,948,436 43,924,036
LTRSS N e 37,260,571 46,889,816 46,773,032
Fullre e N e 36,372,334 44,029,446 42,385,096
© August. . . $41310.281 39664534 46050 730 39,882,811
September. . 37,465,383 44,338 873 44,028,831 00 i
Qctober . . . 37,846,369 47,316,076 2UI682.930 = e 1T

November . . 35173817 44,706,055 41,064 550
December. .. 30,618,573 38,256,947 30878008

Municipal Financing

As Fiscal Agents we are
prepared to place at the
disposal of municipalities
the advantages of our long
experience, expert knowl-
edge and valuable connec-
tions throughout Canada,
Great Britain and the

United States.

e e

Wood, Gundy & Company

Head Office:
C. P. R. Building,
TORONTO

Branches :

Montreal Saskatoon
London New York

R sl L i e e

AMILIUS JARVIS A. D. MORROW

EMILIUS JARVIS & CO.

MEMBERS TORONTO 8TOCK EXCHANGE

GOVERNMENT
MUNICIPAL
AND
CORPORATION
SECURITIES

JARNIS BUILDING - ToRONTO
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PEOPLE TAXED UNNECESSARILY ON DEBENTURE
ISSUES,

The Editor.

I enclose clipping from the Ottawa Evening Journal of
the 21st instant. This will recall to mind an article ap-
y ARA & CO pearing some little time ago in the Monetary Times, Can-
. ® adian Municipal Journal, Financial Post and Daily Bond
Buyer, regarding the necessity of reducing the levy for
(Members Toronto Stock Exchange) the  Sinking Fund of municipalities where the earnings
under each By-Law in the investment account is sufficient
to meet the debenture before maturity.

The article I mean was signed Municipal Treas-
urer. Commeting on this article I wish to state that
the Municipal Act of 1913 for Ontario under Sections 301,
302 and sub-sections, to my mind, makes it clear that the
intention is to keep a separate account for each particular

Stocks & Bonds dealt in on all Exchanges. debt, and when there is sufficient no more should be col-

e lected until the debt matures. Of course, this would pre-

Government, Municipal and other Bonds sume that up to a certain date, there would be sufficient
bought and sold. in sight deposited at the lowest rate allowed in any Chart-

555 et ered Bank to raise the amount required to pay off the

Western Municipal, School District and debentures, if this is not intended by sections 301 and

Telephone Debentures specialized in. Secre- 302 the section needs amendment, for the principal follow-

tary Treasurers should communicate with us ed by municipalities of using the surplus generally instead

of each particular debt is not giving the particular Rate-
bayers concerned under each By-law the proper benefit
of investment.

regarding the disposal of their issues.

Yours truly,
H. J. CORBETT,
City Treasurer, Ottawa.
Mr. Corbett attaches to his letter the following opinion
on the subject from Mr. R. Baird, Inspector of Municipali-

ROYAL BANK BUILD ING tie“sl’notlliitsa r;gz)vjnce, in the event of a surplus appearing to
TORONTO

the credit of the sinking fund in respect of any debt of the
municipality, the council may pass a by-law reducing the
levy for the succeeding year or for any number of succeed-
ing years, so that no more will be collected than is neces-
sary. Before any such by-law takes effect, however, the
council must obtain the consent of the Lieutenant-Governor
in Council, and in doing so must set forth all the circum-
stances and show the nature of the investment which is
returning to them the higher rate of interest.”

THE INTERVIEW REFERRED TO IN LETTER.
Arrangements have been made by the city with the fed-
eral finance department to make its investment of $750,-
000 in the second war loan. It is understood that an ar-

CanapIAN GOVERNMENTMUNICIPAL rangement has also been reached whereby the city’s. in-
vestment of $500,000 in the first war loan will be trans-

AND Q)BPORATIONBONDS ferred to the second. Thus Ottawa municipality will have
one and one-quarter millions of dollars invested in the new
loan, which matures in 15 years. It is estimated that the
city will gain several hundred dollars by the transferral
of the first investment to the second loan. The city will
probably conclude its investment with the government

Service to Municipalities on Saturday, Sept. 23, the final day for securing bonds
i in the loan. The money for the new investment will be
Fifteen years of service to Canadian withdrawn from the interest and sinking fund account in
Municipalities and Investors in Cana- the bank. ;
dian Municipal Debentures enables us Affects Public’s Pocket.
to give every facility to Municipalities City Treasurer Corbett has been making a special study

of the interest and sinking fund problem, and probably

in marketing new issues. Our organi- will have some important recommendations to make short-

zation is represented in the principal ly. The municipal finance question is an intricate one,

markets of Canada, Great Britain and one which the public perhaps seldom pays much at-

and the United States. tention to except to grumble at the amount of their tax
bills:

However, the city treasurer’s plan is one in which the
: tax-paying public should be deeply interested, because
Correspondence Invited. if it is carried out it seems to promise a reduction in
the annual levy for interest and sinking fund purposes,
and consequently a reduction in the taxes which the rate-
payers have to hand out twice a year.

Pay More Than Needed. -

. ™D . “When questioned by The Journal to-day, City Treasurer

: ES Corbett intimated that he had discovered that the people
DOMINION SECURITI were called on to pay a whole lot more for interest and
CORPO%ZE&HWHMITED sinking fund account for the great majority of the deben-
S EAs : TOo tures than was really necessary. The levy had been con-

::)A';aoz':f 5 g ’Ioﬁﬁil lzo:uc. tinued practically the same from year to year, and the in-

terest that keeps accumulating on the deposits to the credit
of the interest and sinking fund account in the bank has
not been taken into consideration.  The taxpayers are

called upon to pay in hard cash the whole amount of each
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debenture issued, and the interest, it appears, is simply
allowed to accumulate. This interest cannot be used for
any other purpose than the sinking fund account, and
consequently the city is in the position of a man w11110 hag u il
a big roll of bank bills in his pocket and is not allowe p l D b t
to spend it, even though the money would come in mighty HICI a E en ul'es
handy to pay some of his obligations.
Would Reduce Taxes. s Bo

The city treasurer’s proposal is that when the sinking Ught and SOId
fund account, by the aid, of the interest it accumulates
in the bank, has become sufficient to pay off a debenture

when it matures, the levy for that debenture in particular With offices in Canada, Great
should be stopped, thus saving a considerable unneces- Britain :

sary demand upon the taxpayers each year. He illus- and t.he United States,
trates his point by showing The Journal a statement re- we are especially equipped to
garding one debenture, that issued under authority of By- Hve munie; liti

law No. 1555, for $30,000 for public school purposes. This g unicipalities expert ad-
debenture is not payable until 1925, but the estimate pre- vice in re d

pared by the city treasurer shows that there will be suf- gl 1o the purchase
ficient money available in 1920 to pay off the debt. Never- and sale of municipal deben-
theless, under the present system, the annual levy on the . Gt

people will be continued each year and the money will con- ‘tures in the principal markets of
tinue to accumulate in the bank, even though it cannot be the world.

used for any specially required purpose. The city treasurer
thinks an endeavor should be made to have the legislature
change the law regarding the interest and sinking' fund

account, and he will probably discuss the problem with HARRIS FORBE
the Board of Control shortly. b/

B e U
. CITY OF MONTREAL. INCORPORATED
The city of Montreal recently sold one issue of $3.800,-
000, forty-year, 5 per cent, sinking fund gold bonds. Price Successors to

obtained, 97.787.

The successful tenderers were a syndicate composed : N. W HARRIS & CO

of Wood, Gundy and Co., Toronto: the National City

Company (Bond Department of the National City Bank), INCORPORATED
New York, and Kountze Bros. anq Co., New York,
_\
MUNICIPAL BOND SALES. | 157 James St Montreal

The municipal bond sales in Canada during the first ten
months of the past five years, according to The Monetary
Times’ bond record, were as folloyw:

1912. 1913, 1914, 1915. 1916.
Jan .. .$2,133,531$1,337,500 $1,953 137 $1,784,947 $1,909,441
Hebtisi 7 2,592‘,3% l,ggg,igg 2,995,336 3,047,011 1,419,909
Mab . qlgag) : 123,176 2572357 2027741
April . . . 927,160 3,693,857 2847953 8,603,094 1,979,852 Beobtiy Sy e
May . . . 1,928,748 880,630 6,400 755 3,464,281 2,649,000
June . . . 1,690,344 2,435,726 4617357 2,395,744 3,395 583 T
July . . . 1,967,476 1,591,921 2180758 1,618,422 1,485 295 HE OLD AND RELIABLE HOUSE
Aug. . . . 1,649,547 526,300 395395 1,087,415 852,447 o
Sept. . . . 1,998,605 1,663,260 535050 2,768,484 960,435
Oct. . . . 1,396,664 2,481,062 622049 1,245,874 1,461,665

ce e | HANSON BROS,

The over-subscription in New York by more than ten
times of the $50,000,000 loan to the city of Paris, France '
is a striking 1ndlqat10n of the opinion of the financial fra-
ternity of the United States as to the course and the ulti- BOI\ D DEALERS
mate result of the war. The loan, which wag negotiated ‘

by Kuhn, Loeb and Company, New York, wag ¢ i
w}c’)rk and to reimburse the city of Parig for hg;v;eléif MON TREAL
penditures in connection with the war. It is offered tc

the underwriters at 97. Bankers declare that the loan

is one of the most popular floated in Wall Srent v Are prepared to consider the
a large part of the proceeds will be used to aiq w ; ire i
ferers, The loan i3 boing offered to- the pupiie oyt ::15. purchase of entire Issues of
The over-subscription by the syndicate in. the short time bonds made by municipalities
is said to be a record. The principal anq interest of the large or small

bonds are payable at the option of the holder either j
United States 'gold coin in New York or in Pa,riesr :ﬁ
francs at the fixed rate of 550 per dollar, thug giving to
the holder the prospect for a substantiaj profit in ex.
change, inasmuch as the normal rate of exchange hefore
the war was about 5.18 francs per dollar,

The' government of the tFr(:ECh }Republic Is to undertake :
to furnish, if necessary, to the city of Parig gold to th
amount neede;itlﬁo 1Dermilt l‘srhe x?yment of the principa(i H A N S O N B R O S.’
and interest of the loan in New York, This ig the seconq
et muf}incipal issue ito Abe made in the Unjros 164 ST. JAMES STREET,
States. The first was one in August of $6,400,000 1 year
¢ per cent discount gold notes of the Metropolitan W};tgr : MONTREAL
Board of England. These notes were placed in a few Established 1883
hours.—Exchange.

Correspondence Solicited

¢ —
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Correspondence Invited

WE ARE ALWAYS OPEN TO PURCHASE
ENTIRE ISSUES OF MUNICIPALITIES
WHOSE AFFAIRS ARE KEPT IN SOUND
CONDITION. WE ARE GLAD TO PLACE
OUR KNOWLEDGE OF FINANCIAL
AFFAIRS AT THE DISPOSAL OF MUNICI-
PAL OFFICIALS.

R. A. DALY & CO.

Bank of Nova Scotia Building
TORONTO

E are prepared to purchase

entire issues of

MUNICIPAL BONDS

and invite enquiries from
Municipal Authorities as
to market conditions
when new financing is

contemplated.

ROYAL SECURITIES
CORPORATION Limited

164 St. James St., MONTREAL
13 King St. East, TORONTO

SOME MUNICIPAL AWARDS. .

NORTH BAY, ONT.
Messrs. C. H. Burgess and Company were the successful
tenders for the issue of $15,000, 6 per cent. 20-instalment
bonds, offering $15,134.

PETROLIA, ONT.

For the issues of $7,500, 6 per cent. 20 year and $1,700 6
per cent. 10-year bonds the bid of the follow, the first-
per cent. 10-year bonds the bid of the Canada Bond Cor-
poration, was-accepted. Price $9,509.20.

EDMONTON, ALTA.
An issue of $563,000 5 per cent. 1934 bonds, was award-
ed to .. F. Carrothers and Company. Price 87.65.

R. M. OF WALLACE, MAN.
To G. -A. Stimson & Co., $45,000 good roads bond issue,
39-yr., 4% per cent. at 86.53.

ALBERT S. D’s.
To Kerr, Fleming & Co., $7,500, 7 p.C., 10-instalment
rural S. D. bonds.

PORT MOODY, B. C.
,To C. H. Burgess & Co., $30,000 waterworks d ben-
tures, 30-yr., 6 p.c.

SYDNEY, N. S.
An issue of $160,000 5 per cent. 30-year bonds was sold
o the Eastern Securities Company, St. John.

ST. JOHN, N. B.
An issue of $75,000 school bonds has been sold to Domi-
nion Securities Corporation, Toronto, at 99.59.

GRAND VALLEY, ONT.
Issue of $11,000, 6 per. cent., 20-instalment, Hydro-Elec-
tric debentures. Sold to A. E. Ames & Co., at 105.59,
which is about a 5.35 per cent. rate.

ACTON, ONT.
$25,000 six per cent., 20-instalment debentures, to G. A.
Stimson & Co., at 103.06.

- CITY OF TORONTO. ;

The city of Toronto’s issue of $2,594,000 serial gold 5’s
was sold to O. H. Martens & Co., of Toronto, at 99.477 and
interest—about a 5.10 per cent basis. Tenders were
entered by syndicates embracing 27 financial houses.

TORONTO HARBOR.

Messrs. Wood, Gundy and Company have bought from:
Toronto harbor commissioners bonds to the face value of
$1,500,000, on which the interest will be 5% per cent. The
harbor board’s bonds are 4% per cent. The amount of
Wood, Gundy and Company’s bid for the harbor bonds
was 89.814.

QUEBEC R. C. SCHOOLS.
The issue of $200,000 5 per cent 10-year bonds was award-
ed to A. E. Ames and Company, Toronto, and R. M.
Grant and Company, Boston. Price, 98.17.

GALT, ONT.
For the $12,902 5% per cent 20-instalment bonds, the
award was made to Canada Bond Corporation, Limited,
$13,206.41.

YORK TOWNSHIP ' ONTARIO.
For the $4,000 5% per cent 20-fnstalment bonds, Messrs.
Aemilius Jarvis and Cbmipany, Toronto, receivied the
award. Price, $4,062.

GRAND MERE, QUE,
'The issue of $100,000 514 per cent 30-year honds, the
gidssg were awarded to Rene Leclerc, Montreal. Price,

®
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OAKVILLE, ONT.

An issue of $6,023 514 per cent bonds, of which $1,603
were 3-instalment, and $4,420 20-instalment, was awarded
to the Canada Bond Corporation, Limited. Price $5,990.66.

B L i
! KITCHENER, ONT.

The $16,500 51% per cent bonds, of which $9,300 were
30-instalment, and $7,200 15-instalment, were awarded to
Imperial Bank. Price, 101.28.

el e
KITCHENER, ONT. (Late Berlin).

The city of Kitchenerg batriotic grant issue, consisting
of $12,000, 5% per cent, 20-instalment debentures, was
awarded to R. C. Matthews and Co., who offered 102.09

\_
SASKATCHEWAN.

H. O’Hara and Co,, Toronto, have been awarded three
Saskatchewan issues, up for sale by tender by the Local
Government Board. Thege issues were: Wauchope, S. D,
$2,000, 7 per cent, 10-i‘nstalment; Gnadenau, S. D. $900,
7 per cent, 10-instalment; apq Stelcam, R. T. Co., $2,700,
7 per cent, 15-instalment. O’Fapq and Co., have also pur-
Eqseoapenian B T e S90E60 7 par cent, 15-instal-
ment, and Moose Horn Bay §. D., Man., $1,200, 6 per cent,

15-instalment.
\

SOREL, QUE,
An issue of $100,000 514 per ooy 20-year bonds, was
awarded to A. E. Ames ang Company, Toronto. Price,

96.786,
T S A
CLIMATE Lgsg SEVERE.

What Study of Larger Glaciers in B. C. Has Revealed.

Dr. Charles D. Walcott, Secretary of the Smithsonian
Institution, and Mrs. Walcott haye just returned to Wash-
ington after several months’ fielq vori in Canada. Ac-

studying the cambriah rocks, containjng the fossil remains
of the earliest animal life.

Owing to the heavy snowfay of the previous winter,
and the fact that most of the 8eological formations which
they wished to examine were iy the deep snow about the
timber line, little progress Was made in July. In August,
however, sections were examineq gpq measured in the
Mount Assiniboine region, ang from there northwest to
the celebrated Kicking Horse Dass, where the Canadian
Pacific Railway has bored g double loop through the
mountain in order to obtain g feasible grade on the western
side of the pass

Some years ago Dr. Walcott foypq , remarkable fossil
fauna in boulders which had heep carried into Kicking
Horse canyon by glaciers that haye ong since disappear-
ed. This season he located the Source of these boulders
high up in the mountain Cll'qu_e’ Where g portion of what
must have been a great hanging gy, .; is still alive,

e e B LT B R Philadelphia,
who has studied glaciers for severa) years, and is well
known as an Alpinist, visited Glaciey, British Columbia
where she measured the pogitiop of two large glaciers'
and determined that the front jce foot in each cage had
retreated at the rate of 100 feet g Year during the past
two years. Steel plates were placed op the ice on the
present surveyed bO‘%ndal}’ lines, yq blates will be
buried beneath' the winter’s Snows, but, since their posi-
tions are relatively low as to altitude, the snow will be
melted off next summer, ang theijp locations then will
indfcate ‘the Rmount of forward o o ice during the
year. Mrs. Walcott’s studies proye that the jce has been
steadily retreating during the pagt g5 years. Her meas.
urements agree WI‘th obsprvatlons Mmade ip Alaska, and
indicate that the climate is not a5 g, ° NOW on the Pa.
cific side of th.e continent ag it was g decade 420

i e e

ere taken, inc Or more a : ;
;{posures being mac}e on continugyg t’illx)n: Oel?gxﬁ;cfgéi“;i'
length. Besides being of Breat seenjq Interest  thege
phfostap o vluable pary 'Sl bicros

1 localitie nite locg 3
sgsrr;i;aand fossil beds. tons of certain
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The Canada Bond

Corporation
Limited

59 Yonge Street, Toronto

—Buys—

Municipal
Debentures

And Acts as Financial Agents for
Municipalities

CONSULT THEM

MUNICIPAL
DEBENTURES
BOUGHT

MUNICIPALITIES wiLL PROFIT

BY COMMUNICATING WITH us

WHEN CONTEMPLATING THE
ISSUE OF DEBENTURES.

C. H. Burgess & Company

Traders Bank Building - Toronto, Can.
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Convention of B. C. Municipalities.— (Continued).
(Coﬁtinued from page 624).

12.  “Taxation of Railways within Municipalities on the

same basis as is provided in Section 193 of the Taxation

Act.”

This was not adopted. The fate of this section
. illustrates the absolute necessity for the agenda of
the convention being placed in the hands of the vari-
ous Municipalities considerably prior to the meeting
of the convention. It is the opinion of the under-
gigned that this recommended legislation would not

" have passed the convention had the effect of the

legislation upon the Municipalities been at all con-
sidered by the convention. There were at most three
Municipalities which would have been benefitted by
the legislation, and all the other municipalities through
which any railroad runs would have suffered an
enormous decrease in the assessable value of the
railway property had the legislation gone into effect.
It could not have been in the knowledge of the con-
vention at the time this passed, that the Provincial
Railway Act assesses at $10,000 per mile of main
track, and $3,000 per mile for sidings, everything be-
longing to the railway including its rolling stock and
more particularly, so far as the Municipalities are
concerned, including their terminals, waterfront privi-
leges, docks, ferries, station grounds, uptown and
downtown ticket offices, and every other bit of
property which they have. When these facts, and the
enormous decrease of assessable value in the various
Municipalities became known to your solicitor, he
took the responsibility before the Committee of with-
drawing this section and now submits his action to
the judgment of the Convention.

Laid over and that action of solicitors be approved.

13. “Reduction in hours for selling intoxicating liquors
during the continuance of the war.”

This was adopted and is now in the Liquor Act,

14, “Whereas the Municipal Act does not give the
Council of a Municipality any power to exempt any prop-
erty from tax sale, and whereas the twelve months allow-
ed for the redemption of the property may, owing to
absence or other cause, be too short in the case of men
who are serving their country in war:

“Be it resolved that the Legislature be asked to pass
legislation to provide: (a) That the Council may by resolu-
tion exempt from any tax sale the property of men who
are on active war service; (b) That the time for redemp-
tion of properties sold for taxes shall be extended until
six months after the end of the war in case of properties
the assessed owner of which was at the time of the sale
on active war service.”

Adopted. Carried.

(“Mr. Loutet re War Relief Act suggested that the
wording of the report might be noted that a Municipality
should have the right to exempt from taxation the home
property of an individual soldier.”)

15. “Be is Resolved, that the Legislature be asked to
amend the new Subsection (2) of Section 199 by striking
out the word ‘or’ between the words ‘telephone’ and ‘tele-

graph,’ and inserting the words ‘electric lighting or elec- .

tric power’ between the words ‘telegraph’ and ‘company.’”

This was adopted and forms Section 36 of the Act
of this year, ;

16. “Whereas, under the Municipal Act the control
of the Police Force and matters pertaining to licenses are
in the hands of boards who are in no way responsible to
the council, and whereas in some cases this works greatly
to the detriment of a Municipality; Be it Resolved, That
the Act be so amended that the boards shall see that the
will of the people is carried out.”

Re-submitted. Carried.

17. “Be it Resolved: That necessary legislation be
. sought that a Municipal council may expend for the pur-
pose of acquiring the necessary field data and providing
general outline plans for a comprehensive scheme for
laying out the municipality to which scheme all new sub-
divisions must conform.”

18. “By reference to Subsection (186) of Section 54,
of the Municipal Act, it would appear that before any
repair work to a road or bridge can be undertaken, even
on a very small scale, a by-law to authorize the work
should be passed. This in practice is in a very large
number of cases impossible.
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“Be it Resolved: That the Legislature be asked to
amend the- cause by striking out the word ‘repairing’
from line two.” 4

This was adopted and forms Section 30 of the Act.

19. “Revision of the financial sections of the Muni-
cipal Act as regards current revenue, to give increased
borrowing power against tax arrears, and to remove the
doubt at present existing as to whether section 97 sup-
plements Section 134 or not.” .

An immense amount of work was involved in trying
to carry out this provision and sections 97 and 134 were
repealed and re-enacted, and it is the opinion of your
solicitor that the matters recommended by the Convention
have been taken care of in these enactments which now
form section 20 and section 26 of the Act.

Adopted. Carried. Y

20. “That all Municipal corporations shall in addition
to power already provided, be given authority to refuse
subdivision plans if it can be shown:

(1) That such plan is not in the public interest.

(2) That the topography of the area or true nature of

g0il is not suitable for subdivision.

(3) That the area of the lots is unsuitable to the
locality or situation ‘of the land proposed to be sub-

. divided,

(4) That such subdivision would entail upon the cor-
poration unwarranted expenditures.

(5) That before the final passage of any subdivision
plan, all streets and lanes therein shall be cleared,
graded and surfaced to the satisfaction of the
council or such official as may be appointed by the
council for that purpose.

(17-20) Carried.

21. “Exemption of Railway Companies from Taxation.
That this, Union urge upon the Government that in grant- .
ing to railway companies any extension of time for com-
pletion of their undertaking as set out in their agreements
with the Government, it be made a condition of such ex-
tension of time that the railways shall pay taxes upon
all lands which are held by them as a part of their rail-
way system.

“The Pacific Great Eastern Railway Company hold in
this Municipality fifty acres of valuable waterfront prop-
erty adjoining their tracks which they are admittedly
not using at the present time. The form of the exemp-
tion clause in the agreement, Schedule 2, Geo. V. Chapter
34 is as follows: ¥

“The company and its capital stock, franchises, income,
tolls and all properties and assets which form part of
or are used in connection with the operation of its rail-

. way shall, until the first day of July, A.D., 1926, be ex-

empted from all taxation whatsoever, or howsoever, im-
posed, by, with or under the authority of the Legislature
of the Province of British Columbia, or by any Municipal
or school organization in the Province.”

“The interpretation of ‘railway’ under the Railways Act
is as follows:

“‘Railway’ means any railway which the company is
authorized to construct and operate, and shall include
all branches, siding stations, depots, wharves, rolling
stock, equipment, works, property, real or personal, and
works connected therewith, and also every railway bridge,
tunnel or other structure connected with the railway and
undertaking of the company, ;

“The joint effect of these clauses is to exempt this
land from taxation as forming part of their railway, and
the Municipality has recently had a decision of the court
to this effect given against it. s

“Different decisions have been obtained by other Muni-
cipalities, and it is a question just how far these decisions
were based on different circumstances.” However, the
whole matter needs placing on an equitable footing, in
order that the Municipalities may not be deprived of large
amounts of revenue without any coincident benefits in the
shape of industries or improvements.”

This was not adopted. With regard to this section
Reeve Bridgman of the District of North Vancouver, which
Municipality is pfincipally interested, appeared and argued
the matter out before the Attorney-General, the Municipal
Committee and the Railway Committee. Your solicitor
is not aware that any definite answer was ever given, but
nothing appears in the Acts of this Session concerning the
same,

TO BE CONCLUDED IN JANUARY ISSUE.
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MUNICIPAL LOANS

Having our own offices in Mon-
treal, Toronto, Boston and New
York, we offer exceptional facili-
ties to municipalities desiring
money in the form of long or
short term loans.

We invite correspondence

N. B. STARK & COMPANY

Montreal New York
Toronto Boston

MURRAY, MATHER & CO.

BANK OF MONTREAL

Established 1817
AL S T
CAPITAL (PAID UP) - - - $16,000,600
RESERVE FUND - $16,000,000

UNDIVIDED PROFITS $1,414,423
TOTAL ASSETS - - $365,215,541

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Sir Vincent Meredith, Bart., President

R. B. Angus, Esq. C. R. Hosmer, Esq.

E. B. Greenshields, Esq. A. Baumgarten, Esq.

Sir William Macdonald C. B. Gordon Esq.

Hon. Robert Mackay H. R. Drummond, Esq.

Lord Shaughnessy, K.C.V.0. D. Forbes Angus, Esq.
William McMaster, Esq.

Head Office : MONTREAL

General Manager -- Sir Frederick Williams-Taylor, LL.D.
Assistant General Manager -- A. D. Braithwaite.

Throughout Canada and Newfound-
BRANCHES | 1and;

and Also at London, England ;
AGENCIES | And New York, Chicago and Spokane
2 in' the United States.

A GENERAL BANKING BUSINESS TRANSACTED

H. J. ROSS

ACCOUNTANT TRUSTE

mber, Special Committee of the
(M.U.C.M. on Uniform Municipal
Accounting)

Municipal Audits a Specialty
Municipal Bends Negotiated

Estates Managed
; 180 St. James St., Montreal
r———

S MADE TO:
Iﬁgﬁgs BOUGHT FROM:

MUNICIPALITIES

A. P. LESPERANCE, Manager

City and District Savings Bank
MONTREAL

American
‘Bank Note
Company

ENGRAVERS and PRINTERS

MUNICIPAL DEBENTURES AND CHEQUES
A SPECIALTY

HEAD OFFICE:

208-228 WELLINGTON STREET, OTTAWA

Branehes: MONTREAL, TORONTO, WINNIPEG.
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THE ROYAL BANK
OF CANADA

Capital Authorized.................... $ 25,000,000
Capital Pald WUp ... v i i 11,820,000
Reserve and Undivided Profits........ 13,236,000
Total ASSEtS .........ccocovevnennnnn... 235,000,000
HEAD OFFICE - MONTREAL

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

Sir Herbert . HOLT, President. E. L. PEASE, Vice-President
E. F. B. JOHNSTON, K.C. 3nd Vice-President

Hon. D. MacKeen Hon, W. H. Thorne C.S. Wilcox

Jas. Redmond Hugh Paton A. E. Dyment

G. R. Crowe Wm. Robertson C. E. Neill

D. K. Elliott A. J. Brown, K.C. M. B. Davis
W. J. Sheppard G. H. Duggan

OFFICERS
E. L. Pease, Managing Director, C. E. Neill, General Manager,
F. J. Sherman, Asst. Gen.l-aManager. W. B, Torrance, Supt. of
ranches.

Branches in every Province of the Dominion of Can-
ada and in NEWFOUNDLAND; in HAVANA andthrough-
out CuBa, Porto Rico, Dominican Republic andCosta
Rica; ANTIGUA, St. Johns; BAHAMAS, Nassau: BAR-
BADOS, Bridgetown; DOMINICA, Roseau; GRENADA, St.
Georges; JaMAIlcA, Kingston; ST. KITT’S, Basseterre;
TRINIDAD, Port of Spain and San Fernando:
BRITISH GUIANA, Georgetown, New Amsterdam and
Rose Hall (Corentyne); BriTisH HONDURAS, Belize.

LONDON, Eng., OFFICE—Princes St., E.C.

NEW YORK AGENCY—Corner William and
Cedar Streets
Savings Department at all Branches

The Canadian Bank

of Commerce

PAID-UP CAPITAL . .$15,000,000
BERT . . v o 15,600,000

HEAD OFFICE—TORONTO.

Sir Edmund Walker, C.V.O., LL.D., D.C.L., President.
John Aird, General Manager.
H. V. F. Jones, Assistant General Manager.

Branches of the Bank in every Province of
Canada and at the following points
outside Canada :

UNITED STATES,

New York; Portland, Ore.; San Francisco, Cal.;
Seattle, Wash.

NEWFOUNDLAND, St. John’s.
GREAT BRITAIN, London. %
MEXICO, Mexico City.

Agents and Correspondents Throughout the
World. '

0

ESTABLISHED . §875

IMPERIAL BANK

OF CANADA.
CAPITAL PAID UP - - - $7,000,000
RESERVE FUND - - - - $7,000,000
PELEG HOWLAND, President
E. HAY, General Manager.
Head Office -

TORONTO

A general banking business transacted.
Domestic and Foreign Exchange Bought
and Sold. Collections made throughout
Canada and in Foreign Co ntries.

119 Branches in Dominion
(%) o of Canada

~9543%

The Merchants Bank

OF CANADA
MEAD OFFICE - - - - MONTREAL
Capltal Pald-up. ..o .ooin . viviidie samebine $7,000,000
Reserve Fund and Undivided Profits. . ... 7,250,984

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
S$IR H. MONTAGU ALLAN, C.V.O., President
K. W. BLACKWELL, Vice-President
THOS. LONG ANDREW A.ALLAN F.ROBERTSON
ALEX. BARNET C.C.BALLANTYNE G. L. CAINS
F.ORRLEWIS F. HOWARD WILSON A.B. EVANS
A. ). DAWES E F. HEBDEN
E. F. HEBDEN, Managing Director
D. C. MACAROW, General Manager
T. E. MERRETT, Supt. of Branches and Chiel Inspector

A GENERAL BANKING BUSINESS
TRANSACTED

The Accounts of Municipalities kept and advamges
made in anticipation of the collection of taxes; also
loans for improvement purposes in anticipation of the
issue of debentures.

206 BRANCHES AND AGENCIES IN CANADA
Extending from the Atlantic to the Pacific

SAVINGS DEPARTMENT AT ALL BRANCHES

Deposits received and Interest
allowed at best current rates

New York Agency: 6% and 66 WALL STREET

.
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i KAHN ARMOR PLATLS FOR CONCRETE ROALS §

Kahn Armor Plate

L Jon poteciad by Katm The Beveled Edge Protects the Concrete

r— ———

Straight or Curved Bars
Unit of Plate and’Anchorage.

Substantial Steel

TRUS-CON EiRE  sigo, sese

; : Anchorage
The scientific, practical, efficient and economical protection
for edges ot concrete curbs, columns, walls, No Splitting of
entrance posts, platforms. Concrete
Write for Highway Pamphlet describing Curb Easy to Handle
Bars and§Also Armor Plates and Install

TRUSSED CONCRETE STEEL CO. OF CANADA, LIMITED, Walkerville, Ont.
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Lonoon BULL DOG warc mixe

Just the Machine for Small Jobs

A BIG CAPACITY, a low price. Built to last a life-
time. LIGHT AND EASILY MOVED from place to
place. Can be operated with less men than any
other mixer. Capacity 6 cubic feet per batch, 50
cubic yards per day.
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'THE

* LEATHER
BELT#
'THATS

Will Save the Price of Itself in 20 Days’ Use

You Can’t Afford to be Without it.

in
Canada

Send for Catalogue No. 1-B.

MONTREAL - TORONTO

London Concrete Machi Co., Limited
ondon L(;)l:TllgOeNe ?c ug:;ym;m imite ..W|NN"’VEG

World’s Largest Manufacturers of Concrete Machinery and
Cement Working Tools

o

VANCOUVER
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A. E. AMES & CO.

INVESTMENT BANKERS

ESTABLISHED 1889

UNION BANK BUILDING, TORONTO
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Correspondence Solicited

Goulds
Village Fire
Pumps

will throw an effective fire
stream from a 34-in hose noz-
zle from 40 to 60 feet verti-
cally.

We have two of these Machines in stock for immediately delivery

AR fit

Write for special quotation.

The Canadian Fairbanks-Morse Co., Ltd. e

\ CANADA s/
84 ST. ANTOINE STREET, MONTREAL, P.Q.

\ DEPARTMENTAL jei




