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[No. li

EDITORIAL JOTTINGS.

TrE following letter will speak for itseclf.
ft has an eloquence of its own, aud a voice
which speaks with power. Go thou, and ac-
eording as God has prospered thee, do likewise:

¢ Montrsal, July, 1883.

“R. C. Jamizsox, Esq.,

 Treasurer, Congregational College,
“ Montreal, P. Q.

“Drar Sir,—Enclosed please find one thousand
glollars, in one bank bill, for the building iund of the

ongregaticnal College.

‘ ‘ Please enter it
‘“ FroM A Friexp.”

“IN our last issue, p. 288, a blunder of some
pne made our “ C.C.M.S.” to read “ Congrega-
fonal Church M. S, Nova Scotia.” Our friends
enerally, however, will not be misled. We
frere speaking of the meeting of the Executive
Pommittee of our Home Missionary Society.
ks the society is before us let us say “dts
peasury s empty. Nearly one thousand dol-
brs had to be borrowed to meet present claims.
We do not want to borrow any more. Itisa
ed thing for the Executive that churches are
blate in remitting. Why not begin to remit
ponce 2 Don’t wait for missionary meetings,
e constancy of the little springs keeps the
bver flowing, not the thunder shower. The
pnuary payments will soon be needed. How
othey to be met? By churches at once
png something and sending the same to the
asurer without delay.

f_fHE treasurer’s balance sheet is not neces-
filly a guage of spiritual life, though a Chris-
nity that does not touch the pockets is not
be commended. Hence financial statistics
& their value when estimated from con-
ted effort, not spasmodic energies. The
owing may have its lessons, especially in
it of an Old Testament text, Isaiah 8: 5-3:
Talmage’s church in Brooklin has a

membership of 2,775. They gave last year to
Home Missions $192 ; and to Foreign Missions
3112; to the cause of education $95. It does
not appear that this great church, the largest
Presbyterian church in the United States,
gave anything to either the Church Erection

! Society, the Relief Fund for Freedmen, or for
| Sustentation.

In pleasant contrast to this,
the First Presbyterian Church, of New York,
with only 468 members, gave to Home Mis-
sions $12,056 ; to Foreign Missions, $26,517.”
There may be a big debt upon the first named
church calling forth all energies, but what is
an edifice compared with the command “ Go
ye into all the world ?”

Dr. EDWARD SULLIVAN, the present Angli-
can Bishop of Algoma, accepted bis position
at a manifest sacrifice of social comfort and
income. The representatives of the Diocese of
Huron elected him with singular decisiveness
to fill their Episcopal seat; the offered posi-
tion has been declined on the simple ground
of “duty to Algoma.” Dr. Su'livan has again
manifested his belief that other consideration
than metve social prestige and financial gain
have power in a clergyman’s decision. The
days of yielding up for Christ are not passed
away, and the record of the Church to-day,
when read through the charm of antiquity,
will present as fair a record as any century in
the annals of ecclesiastical history. Canon
Baldwin of Montreal, has, since Dr. Sullivan’s
declinature, been eiected to the See, and
has signified his acceptance. Huron will,
therefore, continue to rejoice in a bishop of
the evangelical school.

THE Union of the Methodist bodies blots out
several of the smaller denominations. This
leaves the other bodies numerically small,
smaller still by contrast. This, however,
should, by no means, lead us to hold with less
hope to our position in the ranks of the church
militant. Souls are weighed not numbered,
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and faithful testimony is worth more than
wide-spread feme in eternity’s light. “ Act
well your part, there lies the honour,” is as ap-
licable to the ten as to the ten thousand.
e are here for a purpose and let that pur-
pose be fulfilled.

THE A.B.C.F.M. held its annual meeting in
the city of Detroit in the early days of October,
under fair autumn skies and amid. hospitali-
ties whose open-heartedness did credit to the
bearts and homes of what is perhaps the fair-
est city of the west. The venerable Dr. Eddy,
whose presence at our last Toronto Union
meeting will be remembered with affection by
the members there, gave the address of wel-
come in words of wisdom and of cheer. His
vivid description of the society’s history and
work we give:

Many of those who join with us in welooming the
Board to Detroit feel, I conjecture, no intense enthu-
gigsm in the cause of foreign missions, but they do
highly appreciate this society as & great civilizing
agency. They cannot overlook the fact that mission-
aries like Livingstone have been the most officient ex-
plorers of unknown regions ; that they have, in fact,
apened the doors of trade in many & remote land;
thot they have reduced many @ barbarous lan-
guage to writing, established schools, and created a
Literature arong many tribes of savages. These things
are patent and undeniable. All among us, therefore,
who are friends to universal progress greet you with
hearty congratulations. Every friend to education,
scisnce, fres institutions, commercial enterprise, pro-
ductive industry and universal peace, stretchee forth a
hand foward the Arnerican Board. They know what
has been done in Turkey, Persia, India, China, Japan,
and the islands of the sea, for the enlightenment and
gocial elevation of the people.

The ruost of our people, however, understand that
the great mission of this society is not to civilize—
that is & necessary incident of great value—but to
Christianize the naticns. Christianize, I say. The
thoughts which the word suggest are unutterable.
Chrisitanize : to make the nations Christ's nations;
to make individual man Christ’s man ; to pour his life
through the dead heart of universal humanity, and
make the whole race His body. This is your mission
—an amazing mission, to the eye of natural reason
impracticable and absurd. Imagination traverses the
ocenn of eighteen centuries and surveys the world that
then was—the Roman empire stretching from the
lower Buphrates across western Asia, across Europe,
across the British channel to the Ixish Ses; streich-
ing from the Sahara desert in the south across north-
ern Africa, including 21l the provinces from the Red
Sea to the Pillars of Hercules, across the Mediter-
ranean, across Spain, Gaul, Italy, Greece, beyond the
Rbine and the Danube. I pass by Rome, and Athens,
ang Corinth, and Antioch, and Alexandria axd Jern-
salema. I have heard of a place called Nazareth. I
find it at last nestled among the hills of Galilee. It

is & poor village—all the inhabitants toiling peasants,
As I pass through the strests I am arrested at a lowly
cottage by the sound of the saw and the plane. I
enter ; there, bending over his work, I see a youthful
artisan, clad in peasant’s garments, his hands hard.
ened with toil. He raises his head. His eyes fall upon
me. I am thrilled; I feel it is the glance ofa God ]
see Him lay down hammer and axe and saw., I fol
low Him to the Jordan, to Capernaum, to Jerueelem,
I bhear His wondrous words. I bebold His miraoles
of healing. 1 stand by the cross whereon He dies
a8 o felon. What amazes me is that this Galilean
carpenter from the beginning of His teachings uni.
formly expressed the most unwsvering oconfidence
that the religion He taught would besome universal
and endure forever. He appointed spostles and
evangelists to proclaim Hig doctrines to all nations
He declared Himself the Saviour and Master and
King and Judge of all mankind. And His last
command was, “To preach the gospel to every
creature.”

The following is a general summary of the

field for 1881-1882:

Missions
Number of misgions........... ceeteensanens cevee.. N
Number of stations..ceeeeeceres sreesrans R .
Number of out stations ......... B £
Labourers Emgloyed,
Number of ordained missionaries (six be-
ing physicians).....covn.ruiona ceeseas 154
Number of physicians not ordeined, men
and WOIMeR..se.eevsrr.ns eetterscanne
Number of other male assistants ,.....ees 7
Number of other female assistants........ 263
Whole number of labourers sent from
this counfry.......... Ceesianeens vo—— 433
Number of native pastors,..v.e..evsuee.. 144
Number of native preachers and catechists 369
Number of native school teachers ...... ..1,014
Namber of other native helpers......... . 300
——-1,827
Whole number of labourers connected
with the mission8.cccveccsevesasaes 2,260
The Fress,
Pages printed as far as reported..... ..., 82,000,000
The Churches.
Number of charches.......... weacrsans 278
Number of church members, ag nearly ag
can be learned..... vereeans tetanians 19,346
Added during the year, as nearly ac can
belearned....coeevevrrvaaiiosnan, on ,737
Whole number from the first as nearly
agcan be learned......oo..vierencimm—— 8338
Educational Depariment,
Namber of high achools, theological semi-
naries, and station classes............ 58
Number of pupils in above.............. 2,086
Number of boarding schools for girls..... 10
Number of pupils in boarding schools for
L3 3L T Y . 1,538
Number of coLimon schools
Namber of pupils in common schoo]
‘Whole number of pupiis....c.ceoeeevim———- 356

The total receipts for the year from
sources, with balance on hand from previo
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year, araounted to $591,488.67. The total of
expenditures is $590,266.31, leaving a gratify-
ing balance in the treasury of $1,222.36. This
expenditure is distributed as follows: $357,-
245 goes to the cost of missions direct. To
agencies went $9,005.98. To the Herald over
income $848.52 ; to other publications $3,323.-
03, and to the general item of administration
820,691.80, making in all for costs $33,568.83,
or about six per cent. of the total sum raised.

The total increase in receipts over the pre-
vious year was $61,155.71, in connection with
which the report brings out the encouraging
fact that about $45,000 of the inerease comes
from ordinary voluntary contributions, The
general permanent fund is reported at $163,-
047.32 and that for officers’ salaries at $59,-
608.

It would appear that other and former
meetings have excelled the Detroit gathering
in the point of enthusiasm, but really that
detracts nothing from the feeling of satisfac-
tion, for surely the “ white heat” of some of
these gatherings cannot he always experienced.
The Turkey mission occupied a large portion
of time, there having grown up, of late years,
serious misunderstandings between the mis-
sionaries and the native Armenian Chris-
tians. The following plaint seems very home-
like s

The Armenian churches have no organization which
unites them to each other, and they are dependent
upon the missjonaries for advice and direction in their
work. The lack of a permanent, strong, central
church was made a well-founded complaint. Facts in
the city of Constantinople illustrate it. The Armen-
ione claim that the means and forces have been scat-
tered by building up small and feeble churches, in-
stead of one strong one in a given comunity. For
ezample : the church at Pera was the first formed, and
instend of developing its strength, four other churches
were organized in different parts of the city, and all
are feeble. In that great city, after a lapse of forty
years there is nothing to indicate a place of worship
for Protestant Evangelical Armenians. Many of the
feeble churches became rivals of each other.

And the closing words of the adopted re-
port have a familiar ring, but none the less
true beeause wanting in novelty:

After all, that which seems to wus most essential,
s s remedy for the difficulties on this Turkish field of
our missions, is & fresh baptism of the Holy Spirit to
tonch the springs of spiritual life in all hearts. The
nissionaries need suoh & quickening, for, in the rou-
tine of their manifold, miscellaneous official work,
there is & secularizing influence under which the glow
o Christian love and devotion grows dim and ocold.

axy of them expressed to us their earnest desire for

such a quickening. The pastors and leading men
of the churches need it, for we apprehend that their
dwelling much on external evils and external reme-
dieg has led them to lose sight of the fact that
‘“ the kingdom of God cometh not with observa-
tion™ but is to be developed among them as & spir-
itual life within the soul. In their conferences
with wus, this need was acknowledged, though it
bad mnot the prominence which its importance
demands. Aud the church members generally
need it, that the gospel of Christ may become in and
through them the power of God unto salvation to all
around them.

PATERNITY.

“ Visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon
the children unto the third and fourth gen-
eration of them that hate me” are ancient
words declaring a well known principle of
family life, for we know that children do in-
herit in large measure the peculiar tempers
and weaknesses of their parents. “He is his
father’s boy ” is more than amere truism. I6
means that the father's character has been
perpetuated in the child. There are modifi-
cations of the law of hereditary descent,
which would reguire notice were we writing
a treatise thercon; but the general principle
of “ family likeness ” is all we are called to
remember in the enforcement of the truths we
would at this time press. “ Who does it take
after ?” is one of the first enquiries made con-
cerning a child, indicating the belief experi-
ence has confirmed that it must take after
some one. Like father, like son, is simply
what we look for, and what with general cer-
tainty we see. Whom do we take after?
God, or the devil ?

The family relation is esteemed as perman-
ent.  Circumstances may have separated,
before days of consciousness, the child from
the father. Nevertheless, should in maturity
the son meet that father, and the reiationship
be established, obligation would be owred.
That relationship, far as earthly acknowledg-
ment extends, is held as indestruectible ; and
prodigalship is prodigalship, because paternal
blessings have been squandered. The father
simply does justice tc his father’s heart by
“receiving ” him back, when penitent, saie
and sound.

The words, “ when penitent,” are uttered
advisedly. A lad that might have been the
pride of his home and the joy of his parents’
hearts, became dissolute, vicious ; not only a
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care,so far as his own state was concerned,but a
ter pter, wilful and determired, of his younger
brothers and sisters. What could the parents
do? To bear with his waywardness, to still
throw around him the wooing influences of
home love, in the fornd hope that at length
some tender spot might be touched, would
have been comparatively a light burden to
endure ; but how could they endure the cor-
rupting influences upon other lives with equal
claim vpon their regard and care ? Did not
love justify their casting out of the son, not
only degraded, but degrading, and their utter
disowning of him any longer as their child ?
At length, “no longer our son;” and as thus
there seerns to be a moral severance owned as
just, so in “adoption” a moral parentage is
created. Thus man may sever himself from
God, and thus God may make the devil’s child
his own.

Another phase of this-family relation: a
mother, careful, tender, active, always a min-
istering angel to those needy, and thrifty in
her general management; a daughter, thought-
less, giddy, wasteful, in that sense not her
mother’s child. In character, that child is not
her mother’s ; so God’s children (by creation)
may. be fools by wilfulness. We seek the
Seripture analogies of this.

“ Have we not all one father? Hath not
one God created us ? Is not He thy Father
that hath bought thee ¢ Hath He not made
thee and established thee?” The record of
creation is, that after the image and likeness
of God man was created, thus declaring the
paternal relation. The history of the Exodus
1s, “in His love and in His pity He redeemed
them;” and thus the fatherly relation was
strengthened, and ever the memorial stands:
« Like as a father pitieth his children, the
Lord pitieth them that fear Him.” There is
one All Father, and “ we are all brothers be-
cause we have one work, however imperfectly
done, one bope, however dimly seen, and one
loving Creator, however gross may be our ig-
norance of Him ”—“QOur Father,” to -whom
we pray.

But in the revelation contained in the Bible
these are conditional promises. Though ap-
parently without condition, the declaration
is made to David regarding Solomon, “I
will be his father, and he shall be my son.”
Nevertheless, when that covenant is declared
unto Solomon, conditions are found therein -—

“If thou wilt walk before Me in integrity of
heart, and in uprightness, to do according to
all that I bavo commanded thee, and wilt keep
My statutes and My judgments, then I will
establish Thy kingdom upon Israel for ever,
as I promised to David, thy father: but
ete. This brings us to thesolemn truth that
the fatherhood of God may by us be caused
to fail, and that our wilfulness may justify
these terrible words: “ Ye are of your father,
the devil, and the lusts of your fathor it is
your will to do;” or “ He that doeth sin is of
the devil, for the devil sinneth from the be-
ginning ;7 for, if unfaiteringly we are urged
to pray, “ Our Father which art in heaven,”
we are as unflinchingly warned off from that
walk and conversation which stamps us “the
sons of the evil one.” Which paternity do we
seek and claim ?

There are in all lives decisive moments—
when the first temptation is successtully re-
sisted or yielded to, when the choice is made
for life’s calling, companion or home. To one
who only oc-asionally crosses the ocean there
is a peculiar sensation as the vessel finally
gets under way. I remember the feeling of
the die being cast when, after eighteen years,
my feet stood on the deck of the vessel ocean-
bound, with the consciousness that, until
landed on the “other shore,” or wrecked on
the ocean, mo possible retreat was there.
Sickness, even death, could no more stay the
voyage ; on, on, only on. Sea-worthy, or a
floating coffin that vessel might prove: it
mattered not; the choice was made, irrevo-
cably made. Companionship, too, that was
fixed until the voyage ended—the great
ocean and sky expanse, the fleeting shores
were all to be viewed, enjoyed or endured
from that one deck. Life is a voyage, we
choose our transit; go we must, or plunge
into the abyss. Ah! that awe-impelling
power of cheice! Children of a heavenly
Father, children of evil, of darkness and night!
How voyage we on life’s heaving main ?

Character declares our parentage, and the
character of moral agents depends upon will
What is the direction of our willingness!
Willing to do God’s will, and thus learn of
His doctrine, or wilfully drifting from Christ
who would hold us, to be shipwrecked eter-
nally—self-ruined, self-destroyed ? < Whose
house (family, children) are we, if we hold
fast our boldness, and the glorying of our hopt
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firm unto the end.” Whose childrer we are
not if we do wickedly ; for he that worketh
not righteousness “is not of God,” but of the
evil one; and “in this are manifest the chil-
dren of God and the childrer of the devil;”
they bear the family likeness, Such is plainly
Seripture teaching, and its practical bearings
are not far to seek.

Without perplexing ourselves with theolo-
gical subtleties, which are only fitted to turn
us aside from our practical duties and privi-
leges, let us realize this fact—two natures ave
striving within us, the god-like, the devilish,
and if our adversarr, the devil, goeth about
like a roaring lion sceking to devour, or the
prince of the power of the air would, by more
subtle agencies, lead us captive at his will, the
spirit which God has caused to dwell within
us longeth for us with even an envious long-
ing (Jas. iv. 5), and pleads, why will ye die?
And whilst the father of lies has nothing to
offer us, save a prodigal riot to end in prodi-
gal famine, rags and despair, the God of all
truth and consolation has, perhaps, sharp dis-
cipline here that our trust be proved, never-
theless, the peaceable fruits of righteousness to
those exercised thereby.

It is an awful responsibility to choose evil
and manifest our character as devilish, to take
the guard from the door of our lips and cherish
those lusts that war against the soul; to cul-
tivate the root of eternal bitterness, and to
curse with sorrow, if not with sin, those who
walk with us life’s fitful pilgrimage. Had
Zimori peace, who slew his master ? Haveany
peace to whom the way of God is not known ?
True, ofttimes, to outward seeming, there are
no bands in the death of the wiecked, and in
life their strength seems firm: nor arve they
troubled as other men. There are no bands
felt by the coffined clay, nor trouble in the
death vault’s damp corruption ; but death is
not the end you seek.

“ Whatever crazy sorrow saith,

No life that breathes with human breath

Has ever truly longed for death.

'Tig life, whereof our nerves are scant,

Oh, life, not death, for which we pant ;

More life, and fuller, that we waut.”
and the devil never gives his childien anything
but the darkness of eternal death. Who
openly would choose this? Take willingly
the dréad responsibility of death, when life 1s
within reach ? Think of a spiritual suicide !
4h, my scul, come not near !

But, if it isan awful responsibility to choose
evil, it is a biessed privilege to be assured of
sonship with God : for “with Him is the fou.n-
dation of life ; in His light we shall see light.”
True, the future is not all revealed ; we see
through a glass darkly; it doth not yet ap-
pear what we shall be, but there are many
things we may know, such as, “the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was
rich, yet for our sakes He became poor, that
we through His poverty might be made rich;”
that “ the Son of God is come, and hath giver
us an understanding that we know Him that
istrue, and we are in Him that is true, in His
Son, Jesus Christ. This is the true God and
eternal life.” And such knowledge gives con-
fidence. and he that walks in confidence walks
in comfort. Even in broad daylight, with
cloudless glory overhead, we walk with ner-
vous pain when we have no assurance of the
way, and to wander in darkness is to dwell in
the very shadow of death. God's children
realize a father’s care and watchful love, for
they “ know whom they trust, and are per-
suaded that He is able to guard that which
they have committed unto Him ;” that “all
things work together for good to those that
love Him;” and that though it may “not yet
be made manifest what we shall be, we know
that if He shall be manifested we shall be like
Him, for we shall see Him even as He is.”

“ So, on I go, not knowing,
I would not if T might ;
T’d rather walk in the dark with God,
Than go slone in the light.”

“ And every one that hath th:is hope set on
him purifieth himself, even as He is pure.”
Here, then, is a ground of rich and full assur-
ance. “If ye know that He is righteous, know
ye that every one that doeth righteousness is
begotten of Him.” But how “do righteous-.
ness,” when temptations without and lusts
within beset and beguile, buffet and baflle ?
An old question asked under convistion, asked
of and answered by the Master, “ What must
we do that we may work the works of God ?
This is the work ‘of God, that ye believe in
Him whom He hath sent.” Eighteen-and-a-
half eventful centuries have passed since that
answer was given. Men have discovered, in-
vented, searched, esplored; even fo-day the
buried wisdom of the centuries are being
brought to light, and the accumulated and
accumulating wisdom of the world’s systems,
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political and religious, are being laid at our
feet. Confessedly, no better answer to the
enquiry, how we shall best attain to our high-
est privilege, walk as sons of God in the full
joy of our father’s home, has been given to
stand the test of life than this, “ Work tne
works of God, by believing on Him whom He
hath sent.” Philosophy, wealth, genius, king-
doms can rise ne higher, nor purchase more;
the humblest in this world of discipline may
rejoice therein without money and without
price. Who would live the devil’s child when
the spirit of adoption may approach confi-
dently the eternal with Abba! Father! and
the talisman is this: “Believe on Him whom
God hath sent.”

THE MINISTRY OF WOMEN.

¢ There can be neither Jew nor Greek, there can be
neither bond nor free, there can be no mele and female,
for ye are all one man in Christ Jesus.”—S8¢. Paul.

In the brief paper siready published in
TaE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT, to which ¢ Re-
joinder” replies in last month’s issue, the
object was not so much to argue the main

question as to secure, if possible, fair discus-’

sion without condescension, conventional
apology, or flourish of “ chivalric” Srumpets,
or any other kind of flourish whatever. To
seriously begin to argue the matter before
having heard from the other side never once
presented itself to the mind of the writer.

It might simplify matters if “Rejoinder”
would say by what “ court ” he would like his
case to be tried,as “tradition,” “ the Church,”
and the New Testament are all mentioned.

We are told that the admission of women
to “the ranks of the Christian ministry is
thoroughly at variance with the traditionary
practice and practical consensus of the ortho-
dox churches,” all of which might be conceded
without much damage to my argument.
Martin Luther found himself a good deal
at “variance with the traditicnary practice
and practical consenses of the orthodox
churches ” of his day ; and it was a fortunate
circumstance for us that he was blessed. with
strength and wisdom to stand against “the
practical consensus and traditionary practice
of a church that has been able to boast till
this hour that she is orthodox, and that she is
unchanged.”

must be decided by the New Testament is not
news to any one, in as much, I suppose, that
all questions touching the church must be de-
cided in the light of the New Testament;
still “ Rejoinder ” should not forget that the
church is not quite in harmony in respect to
the interpreting of the New Testament, and
it is great simplicity to hurl the New Testa-
ment at us “in the rcugh,” as though the
mention of the book d:cided the whole mat-
ter. “ Rejoinder” telis us that “ the gospel is
not text-bound.” We never thought it was
text-bound ; but we fear that a great many
who believe the “ gospel ” are hide-bound, and
hide-bound are likely to remain.

Had “ Rejoinder” read my paper a little
more carefully, he would have discovered that
my argument was about the reverse of what
he states it to be. I certainly never argued
that because women are doctors, therefore they
ought to be ministers, no more than I would
argue that because a man is a minister of
Jesus Christ, therefore he ought to be forth-
with made Prime Minister of the Dominion of
Canada.

I spoke of women who had received “the
essential qualifications” for the gospel minis-
try. Will “ Rejoinder” undertake to show
that women have not received these gifts ?

The church has too often left secular society
to fight the battle of liberty and progress. In
view of the higher education of women, let it
not be exemplified that “ the children of this
world are in their generation wiser than the
children of light.”

“ Rejoinder ” has told us that women have
an accredited New Testament status in the
church, and Romans xvi. 1 is cited: “ Phebe,
a minister of the church.” How many churches
“of the Congregational” order have women
in office, and if women are not officers of the
church to-day, what does appealing to the
New Testament amount to ? The Church of
England, with a woman as visible Head of the
Church and “Defender of the Faith,” has at
last taken steps to revive the office of deacon-
ess. Yet “ Rejoinder” speaks of the matter in
the Congregational Church as an inovation.
‘We are not inovators, but resuscitators of for-
gotten instrumentalities.

The Bishop of Durham, Dr. Lightfoot, in
his first triennial charge to the clergy of his
diocese in Durham Cathedral, said: “It has

That the question of woman’s ministryjalways been a matter of regret to me that in
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the received En%lish version of the Bible
(which provisionally I will call authorized) the
female diaconate has been obliterated. As I
read my New Testament, the fomale diaconate
is as definite an institution in the apostolic
church as the male diaconate. Phebe is as
much a deacon as Stephen or Philip is a
deacon.

“In Timothy the deaconesses are trans-
formed into deacons’ wives, in defiance. alike
of the natural interpretation of the words and
of the suggestions of the context, while in
Romans xvi. 1, tlie colourless word ‘ servant’ is
substituted for the more precise term ¢ deacon’
or ‘minister” Until this female diaconate is
restored, the Church of England in this dio-
cese will remain one-handed.

“Feeling this strongly I laid the subject be-
fore the meeting of archdeacons andrural deans
in September, 1880. The result was the ap-
pointment of a committee on woman’s work,
which reported early in the following year.
This report recommended the introduction of
the office, deaconess.”

Deaconesses in the early church were or-
dained to their office by the imposition of
hands in the usual apostolic manner, and the
form of prayer used on the occasion is still
extant in the apostolic constitutions.

Pliny, in his celebrated letter to the Em-
peror Trajan, mentions that he thought it
“necessary to put two women to the torture,
who were said to bear a part in their cere-
monies.” To bear a part in “the ceremonies ”
of the church was no little matter in those
days.

“Rejoinder ¥ asks for “evidence” that
women have received the gift of the pastorate.
What “ evidence ” satisfies “ Rejoinder ” in the
case of men? To use the words of the es-
teemned editor of THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT
when writing on another subject, “ & little
wholesome impartiality is what we want.”
Women are pastors in the Unitarian Church,
the Universalist Church, the Primitive Metho-
dist Church, and the Society of Friends. The
gifts are not wanting; it is the church that
lacks wisdom and grace touse the gifts of the
whole “ body.” Woraen have fed the noblest
thoughts of the noblest lives in all ages.
Woman has shepherded the most wayward
info green pastures and beside still waters,
sad spoker the words of life even at the
borders of the valley and shadow of death.

The fable of the ancient Cebes is still true,
Woman still sits at the portal of life, present-
ing a cup to all who enter, in which diffuses
through every vein a poison or a balm that
will cling to them for ever, It will not do to
tell us in the nineteenth century of “the
general sense of the churches.” The general
sense of churches burned witches to their own
great edification and our great amazement.
During the years of the Commonwealth there
1s reasor to believe that more witches perished
in England than in the whole period before
and after. To give up faith in witcheraft was
considered in effect to give up the Bible.
What about the “the general sense of the
chureh,” and the “consusus of the orthodox,”
etc. Men were burned in France for eating
meat on Friday, in 1539, with the alternative
clearly placed before thew: that they might
have the pleasure of being hunged if they
repented.

We must not say too much about the “ gen-
eral” or particular sense of the church. Her
history is a tangled web of glory and shame.

We will not make our judgment blind ; we
will accept the iruth, but it must come to us
with demonstration of the Spirit, and with
power. In other words we take our orders
from the Head of the Church, and not from
any “ traditionary practice and practical con-
sensus of the orthodox ” and fallible churches.

Ira.

A SPIRITUAL MINISTRY.

BY REV. A. F. M'GREGOR, TORONTO,

As compared with the old, the new dispen-
sation is marked by its spirituality. The
spirit of gospel ordinances is shown to be more
than the mere Sinaitic ritual. The ministry of
Christ was peerlessly a ministry of the sperit,
of all his utterances, both in public and in
private, He could say: “The words that I
have spoken unto you are spirit and are life.”

AN AG™E OF IMPROVEMENTS.

That improvements, in shoals, are coming
upon us to-day is a fact patent to all, and we
bave creed-menders by e legion among us.
But who can improve upon “the law of the
spirit of life in Christ Jesus,” and as His law
was enunciated by His speech and interpreted
by His conduct ¢ Reverently, msy we nof,
therefore, ask was there ever a clearer head,
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or a sounder heart, or a more penetrating
genius than were combined in Him who was
and forever is “The Wisdom of God? His
law of life for the nation, for the home, for
;.he individual is the absolute perfection of all
aw,

ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL.

Leaving out of view the erazy cobblers of
systems of divinity, the products of whose dis-
ordered minds are iraported into much of the
literature of to-day; and passing hy the self-
complacent castle-builders, who, from their
airy habitations, challenge all antagonists ;
and shutting our ears also, to the clamour of
the .iwltitude smitten with a craving fr
the most insoluble question, but ignobly indif-
fereat to the question of spirituaj life. Set-
ting all these aside we reach & real issue when
we, as ambassadors of Christ, ask ourselves
whether we have faithfully proclaimed to the
people in the temple “ all the words of the
Life"—that Life that is the true life and light
of men. Does our faith waver as we see axes
to the right and left of us laid at the roots of
the Tree of Life ready to destroy every relic of
its blossoms and its fruits ?

THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT.

For the only saf -guard against all error
and the only instrument necessary to develop
spiritual life, with all its glorious fruitage, is
Christ’s truth uttered in its integrity. By its
ministry hearts in all ages have been awak-
ened into life and love, have bowed in reverent
submission,and have risen spontaneouslyto the
highest, fellowship and to the most cheerful
service, If, therefore, the servants of God

would increase the inner life of the churches, |

they must not drift away from “ the words of
eternal life” from the truth as it is in Jesus.
They must not give place to worldly ideas—
to anything which is only adapted to capti-
vate the sensnous. The cross may indeed be
kissed but Christ not believed on unto right-
eousness of life.

CORRECTION AND CONSERVATION.

But the cherishing of spiritual life in the
Churches of Christ calls for no iconoclastic
zeal in demolishing forms which aid that
feebleness which must always cleave to the
administration of the church on earth, and
this is the important pcivé to guard in all our
conflicts for spiritual fre. dom. Do we contend
for freedom only, or for freedom for the sake

of life. We Congregationalists ought not to
forget this. Our forefathers toiled and suffered
not for mere religious liberty or toleration,
but for what is vastly more important, name-
ly : Religion itself—that Divine life “ which
feeds all souls whose roots reach down into
the heart of God.” We have religious tolera.
tion but it may only be that of the eighteenth
century—the toleration of indifference and
unbelief.

Dante deseribes some souls “ whom neither
God nor yet his foes could bear” bLecause of
their want of spiritual earnestness, and a
greater than Dante strove to correct the moral
error of those, the temperature of whose lives
was tepid—claiming religious life—fortified by
that “ hypoerisy which does not know itself
to be hypocritical.” If our churches are to
correct what is faulty and maintain what is
right and God-like, let them hear what the
spirit hath to say to them. Those things which
remain and are at the point of death, must, by
their co-operation, be brought under the power
and influence of the seven-fold Spirit. Let
their talk not be of the tolerance but rather
of Christ’s truth. “ We are not altogether here
to tolerate,” said one no more among the pro-
phets of time “we are here to resist, to con-
trol, to vanquish withal in the name of God”
Let all be one in holding only to that which
God delights in and in which His spinit
dwells.

PAPER ON DARWIN'S “ORIGIN OF
SPECIES” *

BY J. B. WILLIAMS, JR.

It has been generally believed that each
different species, or kind, of animal and vege-
table life, which lives, or has lived, upon the
earth, was at first brought into being by what
we call instantaneous and independent cres-
tion.

This belief has been denied of late years by
several eminent naturalists.

At the beginning of the present century,
M. Lamarch and Geoffrey St. Hilaire declared,

* This paper was read before the Young Men's As:
gsociation of the Northern Congregational Clurch
Toronto, last winter, and is given as a sampls of the
questions fermenting in the minds of the younger
Nonconformiats of England. Mr. Williams is the
gon of & working deacon of Birmingham, who sst
ander the late John Angel James, of living memory.
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as their opinion, that there had been an unin-
terrupted succession in the animal kingdom
frem the earliest ages of the world to the
present day. The first work of much import-
ance produced in England on this subject was
& book published in 1844, called the “ Vestiges
of Crestion,” by an anonymous author. It
attracted a geod deal of attention, though it
differed in many respects from the theory
published in November, 1859, by Mr. Darwin,
in & book having this title, “ The Origin of
Species by means of Natural Selection, or
tﬁ Preservation of Favoured Races in the
Strugyle for Life.”

In the previous June of the same year, Pro-
fessor Huxley, in a lecture before the Royal
Institution on “ Persistent Types of Animal
Life,” spoke thus:— :

“1t is diffioult to comprehend the meaning of such
facts as these, if we suppose that each species of ani-
mel and plant, or each great tyne of organization,
was formed and placed upon the surface of the globe
at long intervals, by a distinet act of creative power;
and it is well to recollect that such an assumption is
a3 nusupported by tradition or revelation as it is op-
vosed to the general analogy of nature. If, on the
other hand, we view ¢ Persistent Types” in relation
to that hypothesis which supposes the species living
st any time to be the result of the gradual modifica-
fion of pre-existing species—a hypothesis which,
though wnproven, and sadly damaged by scwe of its
supporters, is yet the only one to +which physiology
lends any countenance.”

In the introduction to the “Origin of
Species,” Mr. Darwin says :—

“ Although much remains obseare, and will long
remain obgcure, I can entertain unc doubt, after the
most deliberate study and dispassionate judgment of
which I am capable, that the view which most natuz-
dligts until recently entertained—namely, that each
species has been independently created—is erroneous.
Lam fully convinced that species are not immutable;
but that those belonging to what are called the same
genera are lineal descendants of some other and gen-
enally extinet species. in the same manner as the ac-
Inowledged varieties of any one species are descend-
snts of that species. Furthermore, I am convinced
that netural selection has been the most important,

ut nob the exclusive, means of modification.”

donglish Congregationalism has hosts of young men
fch as the writer of this paper presents. We believe,
20, Canadian Christianity has, in measure, the same.
@0 if any one supposes he can, in view of the spirit
#! intelligent enquiry this paper manifests (we are
§eying nothing of the correctness of the positions as-
EFuned), do permanently the work of the pastor, and
jEcnore the uestions here met, or even skim them
et he is very much mistaken. You may attract
= feping orowd by side shows; the firm foundation
gt our children to find must be laid with toil in
Bher ways.—Ep.

This theory has obtained rather a bad name.
It is looked upon by many people as some-
thing rather dangerous. But it is too gener-
ally accepted by naturalists for usto regard it
as all nonsense; and we may, perhaps, find
some truth in it without belicving all that
Mr. Darwin did, or accepting as gospel every
idea of Professor Huxley's.

There is a feeling in many minds that it is
almost irreverent to make any effort to under-
stand this subject, and that it is a knowledge
which is placed beyond our investigation.
Weli, if all animal life were placed in some
inaccessible region, there would be some ex-
cuse for it ; but it is not so—this life is ever
close to us; it is above, beneath, on every side
of us; there is no escaping it, and it cannot
be intended that we should shut our eyes to
it; but rather that we should open them
widely, and learn from it all that we ean.

Lord Bacon says, in & passage that Mr. Daxr-
win places as & kind of motto at the begin-
ning of his book :—

“ Lot no man, out of a weak conceit of sobriety, or
an ill-applied moderation, think or maintain that a
man can search too far, or be too well studied in the
book of God’s word, or in the book of God’s works,
divinity or philosophy ; bufrather let men endeavour
an endless progress or proficience in both.”

But what does Mr. Darwin mean by natural
selection, which he says is instrumental in
bringing about such wonderful results ?

We never see two human beings with ex-
actly the same face, and each member of a large
family, though they often resemble each other
in some respects, always differ slightly (and
sometimes a good deal) not only in appearance
but also- in temper and constitution. The
same thing occurs {though we do not gener-
ally recognize it) in animals and plants. A
shepherd can distinguish each one of his sheep,
and all animals difter slightly from their pa-
rents and from each other, not only their faces,
but their limbs and bodies ; and the internal
arrangement, of the organs varies, as well as
the external arrangement of the features; and
it is by a constant selection of the animals
which vary in some particular direction that
we obtain the varieties of our domesticated
species. For instance, our tame rabbits are
descended from the common wild one, and
they have probably acquired the enormous
length of their ears, because, out of every lit-
ter, only those have been kept which had the
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longest ears, and so, little by little, the ears
have reached the length which we now see.

This is human selection. Natural selection
is the preservation by naiure of those varieties
which are most beneficial to the species in its
struggle for existence.

Our knowledge of the great rate at which
animals and plants multiply and increase
shows that, unless an enormous proportion of
those produced each year were soon destroyed,
in a very short time the earth would not be
able to contain them.

Linnseus has calculated that if an annual
plant produced only two seeds—and there is
no plant so unproductive as this—and their
seedlings produced two, and so on, then in
twenty years there would be a million plants.

“The elephant,” Mr. Darwin says, *is reckoned
the slowest breeder of all known animals, and I have
taken some pains to estimate its probable minimum
rate of natural increase ; it will be safest to assume
that it begins breeding when thirty years old, and
goes on till ninety years old, bringing forth six young
in the interval, and surviving till one hundred years
old ; if this be so, after & period of from 740 to 750
years there would be nearly 19,000,000 elephents
plive, descended from the first pair.”

Mr. Darwin supposes that it is not mere
chance which individuals survive, but it is
those creawures or plants which are Lest fitted
(often by some almost infinitesimal difference
from the rest of their species) to live among
the conditions which surround them. These
conditions have been continually, though very
slowly, changing ; and species have changed
with them.

As an instance of how natural selection
would act, he says:—

““Let us take the case of a wolf, which preys on
various animals, securing some by craft, some by
strength, and some by fleetness ; and let us suppose
that the fleetest prey, a deer for instance, had from
any change in the country increased in numbers, or
that other prey had increased in numbers during that
season of the year when the wolf was hardest pressed
for food. Under such circumstances the swiftest and
glimmest wolves would have the best ohance of sur-
viving, and so be preserved or selected.”

He believes that in just sucha gradual way
most of "the various characters displayed by
plants and animals have been acquired—and
that all animals are descended from at mos

various creatures have grown, like the branches
of a great tree.

¢ The affinities,” he writes, ¢ of all the beings of
the same class have sometimes been represented bya
great tree. I believe this simile largely spealks the
truth. The green and budding twigs may represeat
existing species ; and those produced during former
years may represent ‘he long succession of extinet
species. At each period of growth all the growing
twigs have tried to branch out on 2ll sides, and to
overtop and kill the surrounding twigs and branches,
in the same manner as species and groups of species
have at all times overmastered other species in the
great batile for life. The liwmbs, divided into great
branches, and these into lesser and lesser branches,
were themselves onoe, when the tree was young, bud-
ding twigs ; and this connection of the former and
present buds by ramifying branches may well repre.
sent the classification of all extinet and living species
in groups subordinate to groups. Of the many twig
which flourished when the tree was & mere bush, only
two or three, now grown into great branches, yet sur-
vive and bear the other branches ; so with the species
which lived during long-past geological periods, very
few have left living and modified descendants. From
the first growth of the tree, many a limb and branch
has decayed and dropped off; and these fallen
branches of various sizes may represent those whole
orders, families, and genera which have now xo living
representatives, and which are known to us only ina
fossil state. As we here and there see & thin strag.
gling branch springing from a fork low down in & tree,
and which by some chance has been favoured, and is
still alive on its summit, so we occasionally see an
animal like the Ornithorhynchus or Lepidosiren,
which in some small degree connects by its affinities
two large branches of life, and which has apparently
been saved from fatal competition by having inhabited
a protected station. As buds give rise by growth to
fresh buds, and these, if vigorous, branch out and
overtop on all sides many a feebler branch, so, by
generation, I believe, it has been with the great Tree
of Life, which fills with its dead and broken branches
the crust of the sarth, and covers the surface with ils
ever-branching and beautiful ramifications.”

At first sight this theory does appear very
absurd, and no wonder people tried to laugh
it down, as something too ridiculous to be
really entertained. But it is sometimes our
ignorance about a thing which causes it to ap-
pear ridiculous.

If on the branch of some great oak fre:
there lived a number of small insects, the life
of each one only lasting for a few hours, s
that a generation or more might pass awsy
every day; if one of these insects, wiser, or
perhaps we should say more foolish, than the

only four or five progenitors, and plants from | rest, were to assert that the wonderful variety
an equal or lesser number—and, perhaps, those jof objects they saw around them (which w
eight 0. nine had descended from some one |call leaves, buds, flowers, ete., hardly any two

rimordial form into which life was criginally | of which are exactly alike) were not all sud-

breathed by the Creator. From these all the

denly produced in the state they saw them s
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short time before they began to inhabit the
tree ; but that the whole tree had been made
by very slow degrees from one of those small
and shapeless looking nuts, which they saw
lying far below them on the ground. How
absurd such an idea would seem! No one in-
sect could ever have seen much change in any
part of the tree; and if they were learned in-
sects, and had kept records of the state of the
tree for a hundred generations back, the
changes noticed, even then, would be so slight
as in no way to warrant such an outrageous
assertion.

And yet, that foolish insect would not be so
far wrong after all.

But what are the facts which have led to
the idea of such a theory as this of Mr. Dar-
win? Ina paper like this we can only glance
generally at a few of them. We will confine
ourselves mainly to the vertebrated animals,
%.¢e., fishes, reptiles, birds and mammals, and
look, 7st.—At what geology has taught about
the order in which they appeared on the
earth ; 2nd.—At their present and past geo-
graphical distribution over the world ; 3rd.—
At the analogy which cxists when we com-
pare the growth and construction of their
bodies. First, then, the successive order in
which they have appeared on the earth as
shown by the progress of gcological know-
ledge.

The first geologists looked upon the great
valleys and lofty hills, and speculated upon
the terrific outbursts of power which must
have been required to form them. They
thought they saw proofs of some violent and
extraordinary forces which no longer exist.
They found the remains of huge animals no

longer living. The earth seemed at onhe time
to have swarmed with elephants and rhino- |
ceroses. There were also the remains of huge |
birds, and there had been great reptiles of all:
sorts ; frogs as big as sheep, and lizards that!

could fly, whose wings spread out to a breadth |
of more than twenty feet. Great masses of|
these remains being found together, it was

supposed that fearful catastrophies must have l
occurred, and that the earth bad been made—,
and a certain set of animals created on it—|
and then it had been suddeanly destroyed, and
s0 on several times. But in the year 1830,|
Sir Charles Lyell published a book called

“The Principles of GQeology, or the Modern

Considered as Illustrative of Geology,” and
the object of the work was to show that the
great changes, which we find have taken place
in the condition of the earth, were produced
in the same way, and by the same forces
which we still see acting around us.

These principles were much opposed at first,
but now they are generally accepted, and if
we wish to see how deep valleys have been
made, look at the river which flows along the
bottem. If you want to know how the tops
of the mountains have been elevated, go
down, right down to the level of the sea, and
mark how places, which some centuries ago
were close to the water, arc now removed
some way from it; and at other places the
waves now wash over spots where towns and
villages once stood ; and so it is by slow and
gradual movement that the bills have been
raised, and the sea and land have often changed
places by the alternate subsidence and eleva-
tion of the earth’s surface.

There have been also the outbursts of vel-
canos, and sudden movements of earthquakes,
as there are now ; but their effects have only
been limited and occasional; the others, though
slow and almost imperceptible, have been
widespread and continuous. :

If you want to know how the rocks them-
selves have been built up, you must look at
the sand and mud which 1s being washed down
by the rains, and carried by the rivers into
seas and lakes, and there deposited as the bot-
tom, and at the bases of great cliffs which are
slowly being eaten away by the acticn of the
waves and atmosphere. When we remember
that the vast masses of sedimentary rocks
(many of them thousands of feet in thickness)
in which fossils are found, have been deposited
at the bottom of ancient seas by the same
forces that still act around us (though, per-
haps, at times acting with greater vigour than
now), the mind can hardly grasp the idea of
the long ages that must have been required
for their formation. Speaking of this subject,
My, Darwin says —

« Therefore o man should examine for himself the
areat piles of superimpose 1 strata, and watch the riva-
lets bringing down mud, and the waves wearing away
the sea cliffs, in order to comprehend something
sbout the duration of past time, the monuments of
which we sec all sround us.”

+ It is good to wander along the coast, when formed

of moderately bard rocks, and make the process of

degradation. ‘The tides in most cases reach the cliffs

Changes of the Earth and its Inhabitants!cnly for a short time twice a day, and the waves eat
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into them only when they are charged with sand or
pebbles; for there is good evidence that pure water
effects nothing in weering away rock. At last the
base of the eliff is underm.ned, huge fragments fall
down, and these, remsining fixed, have to be worn
away atom by atom, until after being reduced in size,
they can be rolled about by the waves, and then they
are more quickly ground into pebbles, sand, o» mud.
But how often do we see, along the bases of retreating
cliffs, rounded boulders, all thickly clothed by marine
productions, showing how little they are abraded,
and how seldom they are rolled about! Moreover, if
we follow for a few miles any line of rocky cliff which
is undergoing degradation, we find that itis only here
and there, along & short length or round & promontory.
that the cliffs are at the present time suffering. The
appearance of the surface and the vegetation show
that elsewhere years have elapsed since the waters
washed their base.”

What Sir Charles Lyell did for the geologi-
cal features of the earth, Mr. Darwin has done
for the animal life. He has tried to show
that the creation of new species is not merely
a past event, but is still going on around us.
Some species, we know, have become extinet
even in modern times—the Dodo and the
Great Auk are notable examples. It is not,
therefore, unreasonable to suppose that, as in
times past, new species are now being formed.

Higher forms of life have gradually suc-
ceeded lower ones, for the remains of fish are
found in older rocks than reptiles; reptiles in
older rocks than birds; birds in older rucks
than mammals, and more recently than all
man has appeered oun the earth.

In the geological formations the fossils of
many creatures are found, which form con-
necting links between now existing forms
which are widely separated from other livin,
species. For instance, birds have been foung
more nearly related to reptiles than any other
living forms, and also creatures which are
intermediates between the Lorses and the
tapirs—the tapirs being members of the great
Pachydermatous group, of which elephants
and rhinoceroses form other branches.

‘We do notfind remains of infinitely numer-
ous fine transitional forms closely joining all
species together. Mr. Darwin believes this
is accounted for by the extremely fragmentary
and imperfect state of geological remains.

1 look,” he says, ‘‘ at the geological record as a
history of the world imperfectly kept, and written in
8 ohanging dialect. Of this history we possess the
last volume alone, relating only to two or three
countries. Of this volume, only hers and there &

short chapter has been preserved ; and of each page,
only here and there s few lines. Each word of the

slowly-changing language, more or less different ir
the successive chapters, may represent the forms of
life which are entombed in our consecutive formations.
and which falsely appear to us to have been abruptly
introduced. On this view, the difficulties above dis-
cussed are greatly diminished, or even disappear.”

2nd. This theory explains many curious
things in the present distribution of animals.

There are several great divisions of the
world, each having its own peculiar set oi
animals. The land, and, to some extent, alsc
the sea, can be divided intc distinct zoological
provineces. There are six of these great divi-
sions, namely :—1. Australia and the neigh-
bouring islands ; 2. South America ; 8. North
America ; 4. Europe, northern Asia, and Af-
rica north of the Sahara; 5. South Africa
6. Southern Asia and half of the Malay archi-
pelago.

You would see on a map that these are nat-
ural divisions. There are barriers in most in-
stances between them—such as oceans, moun-
tains, or a desert, which form almost impas-
sable obstructions, so that animals cannot
easily migrate from one province to another,

These divisions are mot because all other
animals are unsuited to the climate, and so
those particular species were there created:
for in Australia, where the animals are more
peculiar than in any of the other divisions, we
find rabbits and sparrows, which have been
introduced by man, increase so fast as to be-
come quite & nuisance.

In New Zealand, when first discovered by
Europeans, there were no mammals, except 2
rat and two species of bats. But this is not
because mammals will not live in New Zea-
land. How singular, on the special creation
theory, that there should be none! But, if it
has long been an island, far from other land,
it would be only possible for birds and bats to
have got there; and they must have been
changed and modified since, for some of the
indigenous birds have no power of flight. The
rat may very likely have been first introduced
by the natives when they reached the island.

Mr. Darwin supposes that each species of
animal, or plant, has originally been first
formed in some particular distriet, and from
thence bhas spread to whatever part of the
world it may now be found; he gives some
very interesting facts which he thinks may
explain how wide spreading species have been
enabled to emigrate from one region to an-
other, the greatest difficulty being in the case
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of oceanic islands lying at great distances|port, and that other means,

,from the mainland.

‘* Bome speocies,” he writes,
bave very wide ranges, and allied species which, on
our theory, are descended from g common parent,
and must have proceeded from & single source, preo.
vail throughout the world. Their distribution at first
perplexed me much, as their ova are not likely to be
transported by birds ; atd the ova, as well as the
adults, are immediately killed by sea-water.
not even understand how some naturalized

or this subject. When ducks suddenly emerge from
a pond, covered with duck-weed, I have twico seen
these little plants adhering to their backs ; and it
has happened to me, in removing a little duck-weed
from one aguarium to another, that I have uninten.-
tionally stocked the one with fresh water shells from
the other. But another agency is perheps more effec-
tual. T suspended the feet of & duck ir an aquarium,
where raany ova of fresh water shells were hatehing ;
end I found thet numbers of the extremely minute
and just hatched shells crawled on the feet, and ciung
to them so firmly that when taken out of the water,
they could not be Jarred off, though, at a somewhat
more advanced age, they would voluntarily drop off.
These just-batched molluscs, though aquatic in their
nature, survived on the duck’s feet, in damp air, from
twelve to twenty hours ; and in thig length of time
& duck or heron might fly at lenst six or geven hun-
dred miles, and if blown across the sew to an oceanic
islana, or to any other distant point, would be sure to
alight on a pool or rivalet,.”

Living birds have also been most effective
agents in dispersing the seeds of plants. Al-
most every year one or two land birds are
blown across the whole Atlantic ocean, from
North America to the western shores of Ire-
land and England, In g gale. Mr. Darwin
estimates they would fly at least thirty-five
miles an hour, and, writing on this subject, he
says :—

* Although the beaks and feet of birds are gener-.

ally clean, earth sometimes adheres to them. In one
case I removed sixty-one grains, and in another case
twenty-two graing of dry, ergillaceous earth from the
foot of a partridge, and in the earth there W8S 8
pebble as large as the seed of g vetch. Here is a bet-
ter case : The leg of a woodcook was sent to me by a
friend, with a little cake of dry earth aitached to the
shank, weighing only nine grains, and tlis contained
& seed of the toad rush, whioh germinated and
flowered.”

* Professor Newton sent me a leg of a red-legged
partridge, which had been wounded and could not iy,
with a ball of hard earth adhering to it, and weighing
six and a half ounces. The earth had been kept for
three years, but when broken, watered, and placed
under & bell glass, no less than eighty-two plants
sprung from it." >

** Considering that these several means of traps-

!
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which, without doubt,
remain to be discovered, have been in action year
after year for tens of thousands of years, it would, I

*“of iresh water shells think, be a marvellous fact if many plants had not

thus become widely transported. ~Thege means of
traneport are sometimeg called accidental, but this ig
not stristly correct ; the currents of the sea are not
a.qcigental, nor is the direction of prevalent gales of
wind.”

(To be Continued.)

WINNIFRED ROY.

[——

BY EMILY 4, SYKES, TORONTO.

—

CHAPTER VI.
“ Springs real glory dwells not in the meaning,
racious though it be, of her blue hours,
But is hidden in her tender leaning
To the summer’s richer wealth of flowers,”

The present age is so full of practical thought, en-
ergetic irapulse, and intonge application in our various
occupations, that we rarely dwell sufficiently on the
pure, inspiring influences surrounding even the most
prosaic and common-place lives. Every heart re-
sponds in a greater or lesser degree to the harmonies
of creation: and, were we to cultivate more fully the
senses of sight and hearing, to allow ourselves a
wider latitude of thought on the ever-varying beautieg
so freely bestowed upon us, we should be better pre-
pared to enjoy the fleeting present and not, a8 we are
prone to do, loose realization in anticipation.

The fair, fragile blossoms, illumining with soft
brillisncy earth's nentral tints, are but lighter touches
of the infinite grace that unfolds gleams of starry
splendour in the purple gloom of heaven—the breaze
sighing gently 'mid leafy foliage, and swelling fo deep-
toned anthems as it 8weeps over pathless oceans—the
first, sweet wild violets, half hidden 'neath thickly
clustering leaves—the sheen and shade of golden
fields faintly stirred by light summer winds—the
shimmer of sunlit waves dan cing merrily to mermaid's
song—the changeful glory of sunset skies, all awaken
strains that vibrate in perfect accord with natures's
sweetest music.

Do we not feel the influences of early spring steal
into our hearts with yestful calm and quickening inter-
est, 28 we watch the willows yellowing for the green-
ing—furry catking tasseling naked boughs—swelling
buds unfolding—by-and-by tiny blades of grass thick-
ening to velvety carpet, dotted with stars of living
gold, as shining dandelions appear-—pale green leaves
trembling as ftful zephyre Pass—snowy blossoms
shedding their petals on perfumed air; or listen to
the streams released from icy fetters mingle a mono-
tone of joyous cadence with songs of happy hirds?
Are not these footprinis for the bright, beautiful snm-
mer, with her wealth of perfume-laden bloom—her
floods of radiant sun-shine—her depths of woodland
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shade—her fields of gleaming barley, waving corn and
fast ripening grain—her gentle showers—her cool,
fresh mornings when earth seems new again—her
slumbrous noons, inviting dreamy lanquor-—her twi-
light evenings hushed and peaceful ?

Day by day Winnifred found new things for thought
and enjoyment in the spring beauty of field and forest.
The study hours were shortened that the children
might have more leisure for what Wil termed their
¢ geological surveys, botanical researches and geneval
naturalistic excursions.” Mrs. Burnside and Faith
Thornton often joined their expeditions to gather the
beautiful wild flowers abounding in shaded nooks and
sunny glades. ¢ Little bits of the sky,” as Mabel
loved to call the violets, graceful columbines, delicate
blue lupins, feathery hawthorns, starry anemones,
and later on, great, snowy, golden-centered, ox-eyed
daisies, radiant butter-cups and fragrant clover.

Mrs, Burnside’s knowledge of botany was revived
for Faith's and Winnifred's benefit, but both wild and
garden treasures wero ruthlessly sacrificed to gratify
the strong desire in the pursuit of the same subject,
displayed by Will and his sisters.

¢ Come over and see mother's flowers,” said Faith,
a8 the little botanizing party proceeded homeward
one pleasant spring evening. And truly Mrs. Thorn-
ton’s garden presented forms and shades of marvel-
lous loveliness in the softly waning light! Pure snow-
drops lifting sweet, glad faces from the dark, cold
gloom, rejoicing in the genial warmth, blazing tulips,
shaming the pale narciseas, sburdy crotuses in bravery
of purple and gold, brilliant jonquils and daffodils,
fragrant violets, dainty star blossoms, bright-faced
pansies, bringing into relief the sombre hues of the
old farm-house, and enhancing the beauty of stately
laburnums, massive snow-ball and old-fashioned lilac
trees.

Perhaps flowers possess the greatest power to touch
with subtle pain, or with deepest sweetness in most
chords of harmony ;

¢¢ As a sorrow’s crown of sorrow

Is remembering happier things—"
and, * our sincerest laughter with some pain is fraught
8o they too, withoat sliny in th&@mselves, sometimes
smite the soul with sudden anguish or recall scenes of
by-gone pleasures. Srowy Lyacinths adorned the
ocasket where our blue-., .1 darling ‘still sleeps the
sleep that knows no dreaming,’ and to-day we pluck
the. perfumed gems with tender, reverential hand,
a8 in fancy we hear again the loving voice and sing-
ing Jaughier or think of the litile tireless feet, the busy
hands engerly grasping childish treasures, the endear-
ing grace and winsome ways of our precious bud
transplanted to ways of light.” Cluster of roses brings
back the sunny hours of childhood, the golder days
of youth, when merry voices re-echeed through the

|
|

wide halls, when, with careless glee, wo gathered and
scattered so heedlessly the heavily drooping crimson
and white roses, clambering over the walls of the old
home.

Early in June Mr. L'Estrange and his friend
Arthur Lertz returned from their North-West expedi-
tion, undertaken notwithstanding Mrs. Burnside's
protestations to the confrary in the face of & severe
winter. Winnifred scarcsly recognized the delicate
nervous student of a few months previous, in the
bronzed, robust traveller, who had returned with re-
stored health, renewed vigour, and enriched also for
his future labours by an endless variety of “specimens,”
and note-books well stored with scientific facts.

Harold too, was greatly benefited by the trip—a
rare treat to the hard-worked man of letters.

Harold L’Ertrange had been engaged for many
years as correspondent for some of the London papers
snd writer for two or three magazines, confining his
friendship to a few of the literati, his acquaintance, to
men of pronounced individuality—sometimes of eccen-
tric genius, he was, perhaps, more grave and reserved
than is usual with men of his age. Seorning petty
foliies, utterly intolerant of wilful vice, but having
learned to respect motives and to make allowances
for words and actions according to circumstances—
with largevhearted charity, separating the gold from
the dross; possessing an esrmest intemsity of pur-
pose in his life-work of endeavours to placs pure,
ennobling literature within reach of the masses;
striving to solve the mysteries, and answer the
questions of right and wrong, which present them-
selves so forcibly, and, perchance, sorely perplex
the thoughtful dweller in a great city ; above all
entertaining & deep reverence for the truth in its
highest sense. Harold was eminently fitted for the
position he held as & valued contributor to the
world of literature.

A long-continued strain of mental labour had ne-
cessitated rest and change ; and, accepting his sister’s
urgent invitation, he came out for a few months to
Canada. Never very partial to society, Harold found
it rather irksome to ‘‘ help " gutertain Mrs. Burn-
side’s large circle of friends ; but, gradually and al-
most unconsciously, be had been attracted by Win-
nifred Roy's sweet, bright face, to a study of her
character ; and, watching the true, womanly nature
unfold, the even conscientious walk %n the path of
duty, the purity and nobility of her every-day life,
he grew slowly, but surely, to the knowledge
that bis own life would, benceforth, be drear and
colourless without the charm of her presence. Har-
211 detérmined, if possible, to win Winnifred for
his wife. Trusting in time to overcome her gentls
reserve,’and gain the love he so earnestly desired,
by devoted affection.
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The month of roses passed on swift wings. Sum-
mer days brought drooping spirits to the teacher,and
wenry listlessness to ber pupils. Winnifred - often
found it a difficult task to keep their minds engaged,
snd felt grateful for their sakes, s well as for her'
own, when the study term was over. As Mrs. Roy
had regained her usual health, Winnifred gladly as-
gented to Mr. and Mrs. Holts’ decidedly expressed
wishes that she should return after the vacation, and
remain with them for a year or two longer. A warm
welcome awaited her at home, and Winaifred fell
paturally into all the old familiar ways at once ;
cheering her mother’s heart with loving voice and
helpful hand ; appreciating fully the work to which
her father devoted his every leisure moment, and by
which he fondly hoped to realize his earlier literary
ambitions ; ever ready to respond to the elder boy's
demands upon her time ; never weary—seemingly—
of Willie’s and Garnet’s ceaseless call on her story-
telling abilities ; and increasing old Jeanie’s loving
4dmiration by wonderful achievements in the way of
% delicious ” cookies, ginger-snaps, bread, biscuits,
end so forth. :

“We will not spare you from us after this year,”
said Mrs. Roy, as mother and daughter sat together
the day before Winnifred left home. *¢ Your papa
grieves sadly over your premise to return to Mr.
Holtg’. 1 trust Ged will spare us to be all re-united
then.” '

“Don’t let Winnifred go,” pleaded Garnet, as the
cabman arrived, “we want her home to tell us
stories ; 8o we do, mamma.”

Again, the hot, August days found the little
group at the * Elms,” pursuing * the even tenor
of their way ; »* with increased ambition, anxious to
wndertake some new branches of study ; undo tangled
tkeins, and taxing head and hands to the ntmost.
Sometimes the weight of responsibility pressed hesav-
ily upon Winnifred, as she noted the zeal which her
papils showed for their studies, and their eagerness
to enier more and more fully into each subject pre-
sented to them, and thoughts of the future, of her in-
shility to rightly fulfil the trust committed to her
tharge, of the seed-sowing for eternity, cost hours of
suvions care. But Winnifred's own early Lome-
training proved very helpful now, in aiding her fo
teach faithfully and lovingly, to make the children’s
interests her own, and to bear constartly in mind
foture, ag well as present, requirements.

“Miss Roy!” Mrs. Holt's voice disturbed the
uwonted silence of a day wher Maud and Agns
had been granted a holiday io visit their uncle in
Brent. ¢ Mrs. Burnside wants you to go home with
her fora day or two ; their friend, Mr. Lertz, expects
to return to Germany shortly. Would you like to

know.” And, almost before she was aware, Winni-
fred was comfortably ensconced in Mrs. Burnside's
ocarriole, and on her way to Glen Allen. *

It was a perfect summer day. Overhead, fleecy
cloudlets flecked the sky, Italian,in its deep soft blue;
far distant a faint purple haze enhanced the loveliness
of the rich browns and russets that proclaimed the
near approach of autumn ; quivering lines of light lay
above the waving barley and golden stubble ; two or
three big crows winged their flight lazily above the
yellow corn-fields ; a little farther on some cows stood
knee-deep in the tranquil stream, switching away the
flies ; now and then & chipmonk ran along the fence
and disappeared into the brushwood, or & partridge
rose with whirr and futter; the breeze was laden
with delightful odours from fields of buckwheat,
bronzed by the September sunlight ; fast fading thistle
blooms, and the thousand perfumes that enrich the
air during the early fall. The drive was exceedingly
pleasant to the girl, already growing a little weary of
the daily monotony ; perhaps an unconfessed longing
for home wmade her friend’s companionship more
delightful.

s Surely, that is Harold,” exclaimed Mrs. Burnside,
“with Egbert’s horses too: what can he be doing
here?” And, drawing the rems, she awaited her
brother’s approach.

“ Well, Frances,” said Harold, mth rather a rueful
air, a8 he lifted his hat to Winnifred, ¢‘ you have
stolen a marck on me. I came over to agk Miss Roy
if she would go for a drive this afternoon.”

“ Ok, not now, Harold. Come back with us to
Glen Allen. Winnifred will go with you to-morrow,

and then you could go to the lake ; Winnifred has
not seen it yet.”

So, yielding gracefully to his sister's commnnds,
Harold returned home, to find himself called away on
business for the remainder of the evening.

The next day, Mr. L'Estrange claimed the fulfil-
ment of Mrs. Burnside’s promise, and they started for
the lake, which was some miles distant. Harold
could be a good conversationalist when he chose, and
Winnifrec; thoroughly enjoyed his companionship.

“* Do you never weary of the country?  he asked,
a8 Winnifred passed some remark on the beauty of
the scenery. ¢ I should have thought you would find
it rather lonely after & city life.”

‘¢ Perhaps so, if I were to live always in the coun-
try,” she answered; “but although there is so much
more in a city life to prompt thought, there seems to
be so little time to think ; no time to gather up past
memories and associations, and garner them with the
present. And,” she added, Ialf-timidly, * God’s hand
appears more clearly imprinted here than in the
crowded hounts of men. But you must find it very

80? The girls can stay a few days at Brent, you!dull in comparisor with London ?”
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' Well, I confess, I should not like to remain here
for ever,” Harold said smilingly ; * ¢ thought’ would
be apt to become monotonous, where there is so little
to think about. But thore oertainly is & grand,
sombre loveliness in the autumn season ¢ out of town,’
and, although a symbol of much that is past of hope
and beanty, we have always the promise of greater
blessings to follow. Just see that splendid sumach
wood goross those hills, Miss Roy. Is it not very
early for such brilliant eolouring ? "

‘ It is the first really autumn signal we have seen.
‘What & study for an artist with an eye for vivid tint-
ing! Do you think we could get nearer to it, Mr.
1'Estrangs 2

“We shall try,” said Harold, as he turned the
horses through & side-road toward a chain of hills.
¢ How dark the clouds are growing. I hope we are
not in for & shower.”

*“Can you manage the hill? " asked Winnifred,
looking doubtfully up at the rocky steeps before them,
and at the narrow defile through which they must
pass. The sound of falling stones, a terrified plunge
of the horses, and the heavy jarring of the carriage,
prevented Harold’s reply ; but, partly realizing their
danger, he said, in answer to Winnifred’s anxious
glance, ““keep perfectly quiet, Miss Roy; we are all
right, Thope.” The brave, resolute, though pale, still
face reassured him, and he turned his attention to
the horses. Again, s sudden swerve of the carriage
and & loud erash, and Winnifred lost consciousness of
all around her.

(To be Continued.)

THE OLD COUPLE.

It stands in & sunny meadow,
The house so mossy and brown ;
‘With its oumbrous, old stone chimnerys,
And the gray roof sloping down.

The trees fold their green arms around it,
'The trees, acentury old ;

And the winds go chanting through them,
And the sunbeams drop their gold.

The cowslips spring in the marshes,
And the roses bloom on the hill ;
And, beside the brook on the pastares,

The herds go feeding at will.

The children bave gone and left them,
They sit in the sun alone !

And the old wife’s tears are falling,
As she harks to the well-known tone,

That won her heart in her girlhood,
That has soothed her in many & care,

And praises her now for the brightness
That her old face used to wear.

She thinks again of her bridal—
How,’ dressed in her robe of white,

She stood by her gay young lover,
In the morning’s rosy light.

Oh, the morning is rosy as ever,

But the rose from her cheek has fled ;
And the sunshine still is golden,

But it falls oo a silvered head.

And the girlhood dreams, onoe vanished,
Come back in her winter-iimae,

Till her feeble pulses tremble
With the thrill of spring-time’s prime,

And, Tooking forth from the window,
She thinks how the trees have grown,
Since, clad in her bridal whiteness,
She crossed the old door-stone.

Though dimmed her eye’s bright azure,
And dimmed her hair's young gold,
The love in her girlhood plighted
Has never grown dim nor old,

They sat in peace in the sunshine,
ill the day was almost done ;
And then, at its close an angel
Stole over the threshold stone.

Hbo folded their hands together,
He touched their eyelids with balm ;
And their last breath floated upward,
Like the close of & solemn psalm.

Like a bridal pair they traversed
The unseen, mystical road,

That leads to the beautiful city,

“ Whose builder and maker is God.”

Perhaps in that miracle country
They will give her lost youth back ;
And the flowers of a vanished spring-time
Will bloom in the spirit's track.

One draught from the living waters
Shall call back his manhood’s prims,
And eternal years shall measare
The love that outlived time.

Buf the shapes that they left behind them,
The wrinkles and silver hair,

Made holy to us by the kisses
The angel had printed there,

‘We will hide away 'neath the willows,
‘When the day is low in the west;

Where the sunbeams cannot find them,
Nor the winds disturb their rest.

And we’ll suffer no tell-tale tombstone,
‘With its age and date to rise;

O’er the two who are old no longer
In the Father's house in the skies.

—Selscted.
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XHews of the Elhurches.

Bappeck, C. B.—About 2 month ago the village and
neighbourhood of Baddeck were taken up as a mission
field in connection with the pastorate of the church at
Margaree, by the new general missionary in the island,
Rev. J. Shipperly. On the 6th of October, eight
Christian men and women met together in Hart's
Hall, for the purpose of adopting articles of faith,
and joining together in solemn covenantas a Christian
church. They were aided and co-operated with by
Revs. C. L. Ross and J. Shipperly, while the parent
church at Margaree was represented by several of its
members. Nearly all the members of the new church
were previously connected with Congregational
churches in Nova Scotia, but now resident at Baddeck.
Others were expected to join in the covenant, but
were unable to be present at the inauguration. Im-
mediately afterwards a church meeting was held, when
the Rev. J. Shipperly received and accepted a unani-
mous call to the pastorate of the infant church. Mr.
J. T. Phillips was appointed deacon, and Mr. R.
Phillips, secretary and treasurer. On the following
day, the first Sabbath in October, the ordinance of the
Lord’s supper was administered to the church, and
several others who united with them in this memorial.
A sermon was preached by the pastor on ¢ Christian
Work,” 2 Cor. vi. 1, and an address on ‘‘The
Love of God ” was given by Rev. C. L. Ross. A large
congregation filled the hall, nearly all of whom re-
mained through the services, which lasted about two
and a-half hours, thus [showing their interest in the
new movement. We have reason to hope this pro-
ceeding will prove to have begun a truly spiritual
work in the neighbourhood. J. S.

MarGArer, C. B.—Rev. J. Shipperly, late of Che-
hogue, N. S., has accepted the pogt of general mission-
ary in the Island of Cape Breton, and, in connection
therewith; a unanimous call to the pastorate of the
church at Margaree, which has so longlacked pastoral
oversight. The church has now taken earnest and
active effort to finigsh their dparsonage in hopes of
inducing their new pastor to take up his residence
among them. Mr. Shipperly now resides at the village
of Baddeck, one of the principal steamboat stations on
the Bras 4’Or Lake, where & wission station has been
opened by him with hopeful prospects ; and whers it
is expected a new church may be formed by banding
together members removed from Margaree as a
mucleus, This mission station is, however, nearly
thirty miles from the beautiful Margaree Valley.

MezgourNE, P. Q.—A council composed of repre-
tentatives of the churches of Melbourne, Donville,
and Waterville, together with Revs. L. P. Adams and
T. Hall, honorary members, having heard Rev. Wm.

Melntosh in reference to his resignation of the pastor-
ate of the churches of Melbourne and Durham, and
also the statements of thechurches in relation thereto,
have very great pleasure in saying that there exisis
among the pastor and people the most cordial feel-
ings, that the separation is very sincerely regretted by
both parties ; but the path of duty seems so plain,
and the divine call so manifest, that all appear to be
satisfied that Brother MclIntosh is justified in the
course he is taking. We, therefore, very cordially
commend him, as a brother beloved, to the confidence
of his brethren in the new and wider field of labour
to which he has been called ; and, at the same time,
we very sincerely sympathize with the Melbourne and
Durham churches in their great loss ; and, moreover,
we earnestly pray that the Great Head of the church
will shortly provide for them another faithful pastor.

(Signed.) J. G. Sanpersow, Chairman.
Geo. Porxkis, Sec.

J. Warson,

L. P. Apaxs,

T. Hary,

PARRDALE.—Atb & council convened October 5, in
the town hall, Parkdale, for the purpose of organizing
a Congregational church in this vicinity, there were
present the following: Rev. Charles Dufl, Rev. John
Selmon, Rev. Enoch Berker, Rev. A. F. McGregor.
Messrs. Taylor, grant, Becket, Uttley, Scott. Mr.
George Scott was called te the chair and Mr. Mo-
Gregor appointed Secretary. The meeting was opened
with prayer. The chairmen, in a few words, stated
the object for which the council met. Mr. Duff re-
viewed briefly the steps taken since the commwence-
ment of the work, about thirty persons being willing,
he said, to form the nucleus of & church. The at-
tendance at the services on Sunday have increased
from about eight to twenty-five or thirty. Mr Grant
and Mr. Taylor, on behalf of those gatherivg in the
hall, stated their opinionsregarding the desirability of
getting & place in which o worship a little east of
the railway crossing, about Lisgar street. After
hearing the facts of the case it was moved by Mr.
Uttley; and seconded by Mr. Barker, and resolved
that this council recommends that a Congregational
church be formed in Parkdale and West Toronto,
and advises Rev. Charles Duff to co-operate with
those who desire such an organization, and further-
more pledges its hearty sympathy to friends con-
cerned in this enterprise. It was moved by Mr.
Salmon, seconded by Mr. Becket, and resolved that
this council cordially commends this project to the
consideration and support of the Congregational
Missionary Society. After several addresses to the
people who had assembled to learn the result of the
deliberations of the council. The proceedings were
brought to a close by singing and prayer.
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Rev. F. Janmes has resigned”Eaton, and returned
to England.

SHERBROOKE has extended a unanimous call to Rev.
J. A. MacColl, from Sedleville, New York State.

STupENTs’ Lasours.—Of the eight students who,
during vacation, laboured in the various mission fields,
two hed completed their course and have received
and accepted calls to settlements, Mr. George Fuller
over the church in Brantford and Mr. William H.
Way over the church at Pine Grove, both in Ontario.
Mr. Joseph K. Unsworth assisted his father in Stoufl-
ville and preached regularly at Unionville. The other
five students, by arrangements made through the
superintendent and the late secretary, were sent to
the following mission fields: Mr. George Whyte to
Stratford ; Mr. Alexander W. Richardson to Manilla ;
Mr. Andrew W. Gorrie to Alton and North Erin;
Mr. James W. Pedley to Brockville, all in Ontario;
and Mr. Walter T. Currie to Franklin Centre,
Quebeo.

Stratford.—Mr. Whyte reports : ‘I have spent &
very pleasant summer in the Lord’s work here and
have gained much valuable experience. A number
of young people have decided for Christ and, judging
frpm the interest manifested, I trust much secret good
has been done. The people are not only urited but
whole-souled sbout their church work; and their
faith in the Missionary Society as God’s visible and
solvent bank, is second only to their faith in God
himgelf. Aid them as they desire and expect, and
the cause will yet be strong and influential. Over-
look or neglect them, or make retrenchments at this
critical moment, and the cause will be further from
hope than it was last February; for enthusiasm is
not 80 easily aroused after being peremptorily
quenched when struggling against hope.”

Manilla.—Wkhen Mr. Richardson first went to this
field arrangements were made to open a new station
at Cannington about five miles distant, but it was
soon decided to confine the Sunday's labours at
Manilla. Mr. Richardson says : ‘A choir was or-
ganized and a player procured which has added ma-
terially to the interest of the meetings. The con-
gregations keep good, the attendance for both ser-
vices averaging about 15) persons. The Sabbath
achool is under the superintendence of Secretary
MecIntyre and is doing nicely, the usual attendance
being sixty scholars and seven teachers. In the
school I have & class of young men with seventeen
names on the roll and an average attendance of
fwelve. Prayer meetings are small but very intex-
esting. Thus far no one has openly taken a stand
on the Lord’s side, but there are several who are
anxious and I hope they may be led to decide for
Christ before I leave., As a whole the field is in
an interesting condition and a marked interest is

being taken in spiritual matters by many of the
young folks.”

Alton and North Erin.—Mr. Gorrie reports re.
garding thesc fields as follows: * Previous to my
coming here there had been no service in these
churches for more than a year. There has besn much
to discourage the people of Alton. A burned church
with o beavy debt remaining on it has almost
orushed hope out of the most hopeful. Preaching
services were held regularly in the morning here and
the congregation grew from thirty to about one
hundred. A Sunday school was organized which,
though small at fi-st, is growing steadily and prom.
ises to be a success. Prayer meetings were held from
house to house which were well attended and must
prove a source of good. Altogether there seem to be
brighter days for Alton. Could this miserable debt
be cleared off so that a fresh start might be made, a
building I feel confident would soon be procured, and
with a judicious and earnest pastor theve is little to
fear for the future. At North Erin about siz miles
from Alton, there is a comfortable church and no
debt. Here services wevre held at three p.m. Con-
gregations much the same as in Alton. This church
has suflered much from deaths and by removals, but
a successful Union Sunday school is conducted here
and a prayer meeting held in the church each week.
The only hope for these churches is that they be kept
open uninterruptedly. There is plenty of work to do
and much need of it.”

Brockviile.—Mr. Pedley says : ** After five months'
work here I am inclined to think there is ground for
expeoting ultimate success. Those who are inter-
ested in our church here most eraphatically staie
their belief to be the same. The congregations have
increased and have become more permanent, 0 that
one can calculate on having from twenty to twenty-
five in the morning and from thirty to forty in the
evening. These are small figares but to those ac-
quainted with the facts of the case they are encourag-
ing. This summer we have not been idle. Few as
we are we have made & vigourous attempt to im-
prove our place of worship. A new roof has been put
on and the walls cleaned and tinted. Since I have
been here the few have raised $112.42 for church pur-
poses independent of aid from the society.

Franklin.—Mr. Currie writes: ‘I cemmenced
work here April 22nd. The church had bsen closed
for about ten months with the exception of a few
weeks. On May 1st we commanced evening serviees
and re-organized the Sunday school, making three
meetings which I had to sttend each Sunday, The
Sunday school has grown somewhat and the attend-
ance at both preaching services has about doubled.
The church for some time past has been filled every
Sunday evening, We organized & week-night Bible
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dres or. May 2nd, which was carried on until August
#nd. A series of Gospel meetings was started
August 2Btk and lasted for the greater part of three
weeks. Rev. Mr. Miller, of Franklin County, N. Y.,
rndered very profitable assistance. These meetings
7ere well attended and at some of tliem the church
wasfull. Some twenty-three persons have since ap-
plied for membership, the larger part of whom are
men and a number of them heads of families. We
reeived for Church Ixpenses $242.75; for Foreign
lissions, $14; for the College, $4; for the Con-
gregational Union, $8.50 ; Total Receipts, exclusive
o rent of parsonage, $265.25. This will cover all ex-
penses and leave a balance in hand of about $15.”

S. N. J.

ToronTO, BOND STREET,—This church, as most of
our readers are aware, has been passing through a
series of heavy trials, financial and otherwise, for some
jears ; but in the midst of all has pursued its
(hristian work, trusting that the Great Head of the
thurch would in His time bring light out of darkness,
ud make crooked things straight. The debt, which
has pressed so heavily upon them, and prevented their
wotributing to denominational and other objects, is
bsing gradually reduced, aud is bec,ming more man-
ageable. This very desirable object would have been
ahieved much earlier if, from a variety of causes,
subscribers to the Building Fund had not been pre-
seated from paying their subscriptions. . A few weeks
1o the finance commitiee resolved with the deacons
1o moke 8 bold effort towards reducing the debt. Or-
znizing in pairs, they canvassed the members of the
thurch and congregation, obtaining promises that on
the approaching double anniversary of the church
building, and the settlement of the Rev. Dr. Wild,
they would put upon the plate the subscriptions they
it able to give. The result has proved that ‘‘the
people had a mind to work.” Seventeen hundred dol-
lrs were collected on the Sabbath, and from the
social meeting held on the Monday following, nearly
one hundred and fifty dollars were realized. The
goniversary services took place on Sunday, October
kth. Rev. Bishop Carman, of Belleville, preached
floquent sermons, morning and afternoon, and the
Rer. Dr. Wild in the evening. On Monday evening,
e 8th, a social tea-meeting was held, the ladies tak-
¢ entire charge of the arrangements, and providing
Rl the good things for the tables, which were decor-
ited with flowers, etc., giving the room a charming
Brrearance. Between six and seven hundred of the
[Rzembers of the church and congregation and sympa-
Bhiing friends partook of the good things provided,
phen 21l adjourned to the church, where the intellec-
Bl part of the programme was carried out. The
i was out in full force, and rendered good service.
hhe meeting was a most enthusiastic éne, and was

addressed by the Rev. Bishop Carman, Dv. Thomas,
H. M. Parsons, Rev. Chatles Duff, Rev. Mr. John-
"son, Rev. Mr. Salmon and others. Their addresses
were excellent, and full of sympathy and congratula-
tions,—Coat.

NorTHERN.—The Sunday schoel, from which even-
tually the church spring, held its twenty-fifth anni-
versary Sunday, October 14th, with services by the
pastor and Rev. D. J. Macdonnell, B.D.  The school
was addressed in the afternoon by Rev. J. McEwen,
the newly-appointed secretary of the S. S. Association.
From a neat pamphlet printed for the superintendent,
the late editor of the CaxapiaN INDEPENDENT, Mr. H.
J. Clark, we cull .he following notes of the school his-
tory :—In 1858 the northern part of the city, now so
thickly covered with dwellings, was sparsely popu-
lated—from the present site of the school to Bloor
street there were not a dozen houses, while some of
the streets running east and west were little more
thanfields ; but below Carlton there were a considerable
number of families, chiefly of the lower class. Mr.
George Hague, then a member of Zion Churchk on
Adelaide street, residing on Ann street, moved by the
sight of numbers of hoys and girls running about on
the Sunday afternoon without any provision for their
religious instruction conceived the idea of opening a
school to gather them in for the study of God’s Word.
Upon consulting with some of his fellow church mem-
bers who lived in the neighbourhood on.the subject it
was resolved to go on, and the following, which may
be called THE Fouxpation CovENaNT of the future
workers, was drawn up and agreed to : *‘We, whose
names are inseribed, having in view the glory of God
and the salvation of souls, agree to associate ourselves

'together for the purpose of establishing a Sabbath

school in the northern part of the city, and in conuec-
tion therewith the distribution of tracts in the neigh-
bourhood, and the preaching of the Word. The name
of the enterprise shall be the CHURCE STREET MISSION.
Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven
and earth. Toronto, the eighth day of October, one
thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight. (Signed).
G. Hague, Mary Ellerby, Agnes P. Christie, Sarah
Hague, Mary H. Christie, W. W. Copp, Joseph Rob-
inson, Benry J. Clark.” All who signed that covenant
have been spared to see this quarter-century celebra-
tion of its fruit. A cottage was taken on the east side
of Church street (No. 311), and on Sunday, 10th Oc-
tober, 1858, the school was opened, Mr. Hague being
superintendent, and the then pastor of Zien Church,
Rev. T. S. Ellerby, speaking a few words to the
scholars at the cluse of the lesson. The attendance
was twenty-five boys and ten girls. The boys in at-
tendance the first few Sundays were exceedingly
rough, mostly the children of Irish Roman Catholics 3

very soon they ceased to attend, it was found that
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their parents had been cautioned against the school
by the priests; and on November 12th, I find this
entry : ‘“ None of the rough boys from the street were
with us to-day, most of them were Roman Catholics.”
By degrees a different grade of scholars was received,
in the children of members of the two Congregational
churches and of other Protestant churches, whose
places of worship were too far to send their children
to their own Sunday schools; this was not exactly
what was proposed, although the teaching became, of
course, much easior ; and at the first annual meeting
the following was noted bv the superintendent:
¢ The school is now composed principally of the child-
ren of pious and church-going families, though there
were, and always had been, some children from families
of an opposite character.” In June of 1860, a more
commodious cottage was secured and the new place was
entered with gladness, but with some wonder as to how
we should ever fill it with scholars. At this time Mr.
Hague was required by his professional duties to leave
Toronto, and it was moved, seconded and carried,
that Mr. Clark act as superintendent for the next
ensuing three months, which ‘‘three months” have
not yet expired. The progress of the school has been
Guiet and steady, a constant growth for a long period
every year showing an increase upon the previous one.
During the whole kistory of the school it has been the
desire of those connected with it to make the place as
attractive and pleasant as possible, and to give every
help in the study of the lessons ; the beautiful banners
which ornament the school have contributed much to
the former, and it is only just to mention that these
are all the gift of one friend of the school, Mr. Page,
and were all worked by Miss Page. In this connec-
tion also the long labours of Mr. W. Revell, who year
by year gives us the handsome school motto must not
be omitted, nor of Miss Williamson, our self-denying
and enthusiastic organist. In January, 1868, the
Northern Congregational Church was opened, and from
that time the school has been part of its work. Begun
as a Union school it has largely retained that char-
acter and it is not the least pleasant of its reminis-
cences that it has enjoyed the aid of almost every
Evangelical denomination, while the scholars’ have,
and do, come from homes representing all shades of
Ecclesiastical preference. Very early the school began
to do missionary work by its contributions ; in 1862
moneys were sent to India to educate a boy and agirl ;
in 1863 to the Mission churches in Madagascar ; but
home. work has not been neglected. The Welland
Canal Mission, the Congregational Indian Mission,
French Canadian Mission, Labrador Mission, and
others, having been contributed to for many years.
During the existence of the Ontario Sunday School
TUnion this school was, for iwo or three years, one of
the largest, if not the largest, contributor to the sup-

port of & Sunday school missionary, that the scholay
might send the same blessed privileges they were on.
joying to children in the back woods and remote set.
tlements ot our own country. Many special objects
demanding aid from time to time, as the sending forth
of the ¢ John Williams ” missionary ship, have m.
coived it, and to-day an annual sum is voted for th
support of a pupil teach~ * Turkey, under the dire.
tion of the Rev C. “n went out from
Canada, vecognizing ? hrought out
in the report of miss. .......us to thwe sand, that its re
generation must be begun by the uplifting of it
women. Much might be said of an interesting char
acter respecting some who have passed through the
school, and are doing loyal work for the Masterin
portions of His vineyard ; not only on many paxts o
this continent, but in England and Australia a
those in whose hearts are kindly thoughts and good
wishes to the ‘¢ Church Street Mission School.” And
80 we comnfend our work to the great Lord and Ma
ter, that it moy be more abundantly useful in the
future than in the past; when its jubilee arrives
some of those who are now workers will have passed
away ; but, believing that ‘“ God buries his workme
and carries on His work,” they leave it in His hands,
praying that above all the idea of its foundation cor-
enant may be ever-realized, ‘‘the Glocy of God;
¢ the Salvation of Souls.”

WesrerN.—The friends here are in good hear.
Their annivet}sa.ry was held October 14th, when ser
mons were preached morning, afternoon and evening
respectively, by Rev. H. Johnson, B.D. (Methodist};
Rev. Dr. Thomas (Baptist) ; and Rev. G. M. Milligan,
B.A. (Presbyterian). The subjects and texts were:
In the morning, 2 Cor. iv. 13 : *“ The Power of Fiith
in Speaking ;” in the afternoon, Jud. i. 19, D
xvii. 19, 20: ¢ Unbelief the Church’s Weakness;
in the evening, 2 Tim. i. 12. A social gathering ws
held on the following Tuesday, which was marked by
good feeling and hopefulness. The chair was takenly
the Rev. A. F. McGregor, B.A.,who, in an interesti
address, described the progress made by the churd
during the past season. The finances have very mut
improved ; $300 of +he church debt had been paid ¢
during the last quarter, chiefly through the Ladi¥
Aid Society. Addresses were also delivered by Rew
Chas. Duff, M.A., John Sslmon, B.A., Enoch Barke,
and others. The proceedings were intervaried by s
lections of vocal music. A young people’s associati®
is in good working order in this church, and t
church is about entering upon a series of meetings i
united prayer and re-consecration to the Master’s s
vice. :

i Ziox.—From the pastor, Mr. Powis, we rejoice #
i Jearn that the steady attendance at the new Duildizg
_is at least fifty per cent. in advance of that lstlf
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pthered in the old, tho increase being specially
parked in the evening service, and that seventy-five
ger cent. of the pews are taken.

@fficial YH)otices.

Tue ‘‘ Western Association” will hold its next
neeting at Garafraxa, November 6th, at three p.m.
8 ‘“programme ” of meeting in last issue of thu
INDEPENDENT.

Recieved an account of C. C. M. S., Northern
fhurch, Toronto, $150; Franklin Centre, Quebeec,
8480 ; Wm. F. Mendell, Belleville, through Mr.

Burton, $2. Total, $166.80. H. N. Barb,
Toronto, 10th October, 1883. Treasurer.
&l orrespondence.

MR. HALL’'S LETTER.

When I wrote my Jast letier to the Canapran In-
PeeexpENT I had just completed my long-looked for
Nisit to the most important place to me on the conti-
B:nt—the city of Kingston. Three weeks was the ex-
fit of my annual holiday and seemed all tc short
o bosk in the sunshine of ‘‘sweet home,” get the
Roise of the cars out of my ears, and gather strength
ralong pull through the coming missionary cam-
jugn. I am again on the march; not any more
R:onciled to absence from home nor less devoted to
ke great work to which I have consecrated my best
Pergies. It will not be necessary to give your readers
gy historical account of the different churches, hav-
% dons so in former communications. Al know, or
cht to know, the geography of their own country, I
J:ed not occupy space with that subject either, but
"" myself «.‘neﬁy to information regarding the
Rissionary vervlces, and other Christian work among
W churches.

B 1began in

FRANKLIN CENTRE, PROVINCE QUEBEC,

p riving a lecture and meeting the members of the
Buch. ‘This place is still vacant, but it was favoured
SRih the services, from April till October, of student
@ rie from our own college. His labours have not
gen in vain, A blessed work has been in progress
27 fome menths past, resulting in the conversion of a
Pruber of young men and others ; twenty of whom
g received into the fellowship of the church on the
Bnday I spent there, and there are more to follow.
¥ ¢ enjoyed s communion service on that occasion not
M:: to be forgotten, the largest number sitting down
sther, it was remarked, that any present remem-
el to have seen there. One of the fathers said it
M 1ot given to many to enjoy what he did that day—

Il

to sit at the Lord’s table with three of his children and
four of his grandchildren. Blessed be the name of
the Lord, instead of the fathers, come up the children.
It is hoped that, among the noble band who confessed
Christ on that occasion, some will give themselves to
the work of the Christian ministry. 1 brought before
the congregations the claims of our Missionary Society,
and the collections were in excess of last year. I was
assisted in all the services by Mr. Currie, who is justly
greatly beloved by the people of Franklin and sur-
rounding country. The church is anxious to get a
settled pastor, but he must be « live man, consecrated
to tho work of the Lord, and wise to win souls, Till
such an one is found, they prefer to be supplied from
the college. The field at present is certainly inviting.
There is harmony ainong the members, and a spirit
of earnest inquiry all around. 1 quite agree with the
friends, that it is better to depend on supplies, or even
to close the church, than settle an unsuitable man.
Yet, they must remember that a supply is not a shep-
herd, and just now the flock requires the constant care
of a faithful pastor. May the Great Shepherd find
such for Franklin. By special invitation I attended
the council in

MELBOURNE
that dismissed the Rev. Wm. McIntosh, who has ac-
cepted the important charge of the Congregational
church in Yarmouth, N.S. Brother McIntosh leaves
with the sincere regrets, both of the churches and the
brethren, but with the conviction that he is obeying
the Divine call. Thus the churches of Melbourne
and Durham are vacant. This is a good field for a
strong man. There is a good deal of driving, and
three services on the Sabbath ; a kind people, fair
support, beautiful phrsonage, and no debt. The
church in Durham, eight miles from Melbourne, and
the parsonage in the latter place, both commodious
brick buildings, have been erected during Mr. Mec-
Intosh’s ministry and a few weeks ago the last cent of
debt on the parsocnage was paid.

The
ST. FRANCIS ASSOCIATION

meet in Waterville, evening of the same day council
met in Melbourne. It was my privilege to take part
in its deliberations and enjoy a profitable intercourse
with the brethren. A report of the meeting will be
found in another part of your paper. Taking advan-
tage of the presenco of the brethren, the missionary
meeting was held in

WATERVILLE,

Rev. W. Purkiss, the esteemed pastor, occupying the
chair. Among the speakers I would mention to in-
troduce him to your readers the Rev. Mr. McColl,
from N.Y. State, who was then supplying Sherbrooke,
and who has since been invited by our church there to
the psatorate. FHe is a young man of great promise,
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thoroughly orthodox and likely to identify himself
with our denominational work, should he decide to
accepi the unanimous call sent him this week. Fol-
lowing evening missionary meeting in Capleton, on
brother Purkis’ field. Large attendance, enthusiastic
meeting ; speakers, Revs. Purkis, Adams, and the
superintendent. Incompany with our veteran brother
Adamg, of Fitch Bay, who is the oldest settled pastor
of our denomination in the Province of Quebec, I went
*0 BROWN'S HILL

on his field.
place in

We had a pleasant meeting in a country

FITCH BAY.

Preached a imissionary sermon on Sunday morning to
& large congregation, and delivered a lecture in the
evening to one equally large. In the afternoon

preached at
TYCE'S SCHOOL HOUSE

to a good congregation. This, too, is a farming dis-
trict, and the congregation is composed of families who
are devoted to their principles. Next day I was
taken to
AYER’S FLATS.

This is one of the few congregations I did not vistt last
year. Imay, therefore, locate and describeit. It is on
the Passumpsic R.R. and aboat twenty-five miles from
Sherbrooke, a beautiful valley. It is a Union church.
The Adventists, Methodists, Baptists, Congregational-
ists, and I think the Universalists, having exch a right
to hold services in it. I believe the Congregationals
have the largest show of any one denomination. Itis
& very fime building and well finished. I had nigh a
full house the night I preached missionary sermon,
and, though composed of varidus denominations, I
never addressed a more appreciative audience. The
collection was good ; I think on the entire field these
were as good as last year. But about this church I
must candidly say that my experience of Union
churches and Union Sunday schools has not impressed
me favourably. I was pointed to another of the same
a few miles from here, that we, a few years since, had
an interest in, but it has passed into other hands,
together with some of our staunch supporters and
members. Congregationalists have never learned to
scramble ; their consciences are too tender for this
present evil world, and rather than appear sectarian,
or give the world any occasion to say, ‘‘see how these
denominations hate one another,” they step down and
out. I can supply some rare illustrations of this. We
always come off badly in these Union churches and
Sunday schools. It means simply that we put our
money in them and give our labour td build up de-
nominations that will compass sea and land to keep us
out of everyplace, and as one saifl at our Union meet-
ing in London, ‘‘ We receive in return pity and con-

tempt.” I have yet to find the first Congreg
tional church in the country that came out of 3
Union Sunday school. In all this I am not reflec.
ing on the friends at Ayer's Flats. They acte
for the best, but already they see that the
are mistaken. I parted regretfully with my esteeted
father Adams. Few ot our ministers oceupy a
more isolated position, and none are mere faith
ful to the Master and his denomination. From thi
point I went to the meetings of the

NATIONAL COUNCIL

in Concord, New Hampshire. T spent a day in Bos
ton, calling at Lowel en roufe. It will be interesting
to your Newfoundland readers, if I note that I revived
acquaintances with Mr, D. W. Job and family and J.
P. Heath and family, of Boston, and Mrs. Ward, of
Lowel, Mass. Notone of us has forgotten or lost
our interest in ‘“ Old Terra Nova,” or the work of the
Lord in that important country. I will not attemp
to describe the great meeting in.Concord, N. H. I
trust that some one with more ability and leisure than
T have will do this. It was undoubtedly the bes
meeting of the kind it has been my privilege to attend
either in the old land or this. Its influences must be
far-reaching for good. I fulfilled the pleasant mission
committed to me by the brethren of the Union of X.
S., and N.B., and hope to report to them in due course.
I am again at home in the Province of Quebec, hard
at work, and this is all the time I have to write st
present.—Ever the servant of all for Christ’s sake,
T. Hau

Mr. Epitor,~—About eighteen months ago we bads
adieu to our Ontario friends and came to this gred
North-West to make for ourselves a new homs, il
form new acquaintances, and gain new friends, who
for the present at least must, to & cortain extent, taky
the place of those whom we have left behind. And ig
might say just here that we find the people of thi
country very kind and sociable, and their kindly erf]
pressions of sympathy to strangers soon gtin conf 3
dence and esteerm. Thus we find ourselves at preser§
amid the scenes peculiar to a new and prospero}
country, rapid changes and great improvements. W4
are glad to see that as settlements are formed, as i}
farmers are engaged in cultivating the soil, then}y
t00, we find the missionary sowing the good sced N
the Kingdom ; but in many respects the farmer hig
the advantage, for, in coming to this new country,
leaves behind his old farm, with its rocks and stoneg
its thorns and its thistles, while the missionary mg
be forced to admit that men’s hearts in this counir
do not differ materinlly from those elsewhere, V@l
have in this place one Presbyterian and two Metho@
ist churches, and I am glad to say that the pastorstly
the several churches are not ashamed to stand s

£
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by side and work together as brethren, and their
labours are being blessed. A goodly number in Do-
minion Oity and vicinity have already taken their
siond beneath the banner of the oross, while othors
are anxiously erquiring the way and some, too, at-
tond the meetings from night to night to scoff at and
make light of those sacred things. Let us pray that
their blind eyes may be opened before the door of
merey is to them forever closed.

Although we have no Congregationul church here
in Dominion City, I trust you will give & small por-
tion of your valuable space to & constant reader of
Tee INDEPENDENT, which comes to us as an old
friend doubly prized, because it sometimes brings
us news from the old home and the dear friends
awong whom we have spent so many happy days.
But how often we have looked in vain for a single
item of news from the church of our former home;
the caroful reader of THER INDEPENDENT alone can tell.
This is not written in a spirit of fault-Gnding, but in
the belief that as soon as the want is known to ex-
ist the remedy will be applied. We trust that in this
wo wiil not be disappointed.

Hoping that in thus giving an item of news from
the North-West I have not over-taxed your patience,
or ocoupied too much of your epace. With best
wishes for your own anad the churches’ presperity, I
remain yours truly,

. R. W. Dick.
Dominion City, Sept. 20, 1883,

OBITUARY.

At Waterville, Quebec, Leah Lockyer, wife of Rev.
George Purkis, passed into her rest in the seventy-first
year ofher age. She was born in Christ Church, Hamp-
shire, England, of pious parents, members of the
Congregational church of that town, and received her
first religious impressions in the Sabbath School in
which the pastor, Rev. Daniel Guma, took a deep
interest—amn. interest for which she was grateful till
the end of life. She united with the church in
early life, the Sabbath School being—as it ought
fo be—the entrance into Church membership.
She was married, to him who now mourns her
loss in 1844, and came to Canada the same
year with her husband; settled in Montreal where
they united with the St. Maurice Street Church—
sfterward Zion—under the pastorate of Rev. H. (now
Dr) Wilkes. Three years of happy Church life
were spent in Montreal, when they removed to
Ontario, where Mr. Purkis did good service in the
employ of the Bible Society—a work he never would
bave undertaken, involving so much absence from
bome, had it not been for the help of his faithful
Christian wife, who maintained the family aitar and
otherwise managed the household during his ab-

sence; Sixteen years ago Mr. Purkis was ordained
pastor of the Church in Waterville, As a helper to
ker husband, a loving mother to her children, a true
friend to all who came within the circle of her in-
fluence, Mrs. Purkis had few equals; ever ready
to encourage and help her husband in his ardunous,
andesometimes discouraging, work ; cheering him in
overy endesvour for the cause of the Master, she was
indeed o true helpmeet. Her faith in the promises
of God was implicit, especially in regurd to the
children of His people. She believed Him to be a
covenant-keeping God; and, dedicating her children to
Him in baptism, she never had a single doubt as
to their salvation. Her faith was honoured—they
are all consistent members of the church, following
in her footsteps. Although for some tims in poor
health her death was sudden and unexpected. On
Saturday, September 15th, she retired to rest in her
usual health, after a day of active work, and before
midnight she quietly passed away to spend her 8ab-
bath where toil brings no weariness and life no pain.
On the following Wednesday she was buried. Rev.
W. MoIntosh, of Melbourne, preached the funeral
sermon to a large and attertive sudience, and Rev.
L. P. Adams, of Fitch Bay, conducted the services
and concluded with a few appropriate and touching
remarks regarding the character of the departed
mother in Israel. Not a few tears of grateful re-
membrance fell around that open grave, Her life
wag an inspiration—may. her death be a blessing,

Je&iterary TI®)otices.

WE are glad to find that the Century Company are
publishing in book form the suggestive and wise serial
which appeared in the magazine on practical ecclesi-
astical union, ““ The Qhristian Lenague of Connecticut.”
‘We have read, and, perhaps, wrote a good deal on
Christian unity ; the Christian League is ar un-
Utopien yet a millenial solution of the denominational
problem. It will afford light reading for a leisure
hour and practical thought for the busy ome. In
paper cover 50 cents, or cloth 75 cents.

WE also nofice that the house of Macmillan,
London, is entering the field already occupied by such
magazines as the Century ; it has & hard battle to
fight, for the literature of the two great Anglo-Sazon
cations is practically a unit and the English Illustrated
Magazine has something more than a Herculean task
to eclipse the Century. St. Nicholas, beginning its
new volume, has more than maintained its rank in
its own special department of providing light, yet
healthy reading for the young. True, these maga-
zines are high-priced; but, as in many cases, the
dearest is the cheapest, becanse the best,
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Tae November Century is before us as we write—
the initial number of a new volume., It really excels
itself, or else we are in a special mood to be fascinated
by its pages. The fair face of the girlish Queen of
England of 1888 greets us on cpeniny, end the ma-
tronly features of the most wrmanly-wise sovereign
of the great Anglo-Saxon Empire shows how #me
changes all. No better number has appeared. -

ANp St. Nicholas.—Fathers of the present genera-
tion of young folk may revive their boyhood in their
sons’ epjoyment of Captaiz Mayne Reid's rew serial
story promised for the coming volume of S¢. Nickolas.
That Mayne Reid’s powers of observation and vigous-
ous writing were unimpaired is evident from his recent
pepers on Rural Life in England in the N. Y. T#i-
bune. His new story is to treat of adventures in
Terra del Fuego, ¢ the land offire.”

Our Lirtie Oxes. (The Russell Publishing Com-
pany, Boston.)—This monthly, for children, is unsur-
passed. After it comes to our house there is little
pesce in the guiet evening hour till it is read through.
¢ Father, read to me, read Our Litile Ones; " and the
voice tires before the ear or eye.

Dio Lewis's MontaLy, New York.—The October
number is replete with common sense and plain teach-
ings concerning health and daily comfort. Entsrtain-
ing and instructive chit chats, also, regarding other
lands and home. Its bold typeis a cure for weak
eyes and has itself a sanitary look.

THE STaANDARD LIBRARY of Funk & Wagnalls, N. Y.,
continues its issue. The last that thus far have reached
us are “Scientific Sophisms,” by Dr. Wainwright, and
¢“Illustrations,” by C. H. Spurgeon. The last named is -
one of those marvell. as manifestations of incessant
activity and sanctif 4 common sense which seem to
maltiply around e name of the great preacher. The
other is a popu'sr ezposs of the weakness of current
theories  regarding atoms and development.
W:a hope yet to peruse this more at our leisure.

Our CHRISTMAS IN A PALacE.—By Edward Everett
Hale. This is & new Christmas story now in press.
In it Mr. Hale will tell us of a party of passengers
travelling in the far West; each bound probably to
the Christmas hearth of some good friend. While
en route they become snow-bound in the Rocky
Mountains and have to spend their Christmas in a
Palace Car. Making the best of their situation, each
confributes to the enjoyment of the occasion, bringing
from their trunks such entertainment as they have,
while the strangeness of the situation and the hilarity
of the party dispel every thought of loneliness. We
bespeak for the readers of this book and emjoyable
feast. The book will be issued in ample time for the
¢ Holidsy Season.” To be published by Fuxkg &
‘WaaNaLLs, 10 and 12 Dey Street, New York. 12mo,

¢ of this volume.

about 800 pages. Prics, cloth, 81, Ready Nov. 10.

A Porurar Lire oF MARTIN LUTHER.—~Iased upon
Kostlin's lifa of Luther, as prepared by Prof. W. Rein,
Seminary Director at Eisenach, in Germany, trans.
lated and edited by the Rev. G. F. Behringer, Brook-
lyn, N. Y. The memorial celebration of the four
hundredth anniversary of Luther's birth is exciting a
world-wide interest. Aside from all religious ques.
tions, the great Reformer cccupies & conspicuous
place in history, and as & historical character alone
his life is worthy of study. To present an attrac
tive and popular record of the man, which shall at
the same time be scholarly and reliable, is the aim
It retains all that is valuable and ip.
teresting in the two volumes (not the condensed work
issued in one volume in Germany and announced for
publication in this country) of Kostlin's extensive
work, omitting abstruse and technical points of purely
theolcgical interest, and yet presenting the salient
features of its subject in so attractive & manner that
the interest never flags. We greatly err if it will not
prove THE BEST POPULAR LIFE OF THE GREAT REFORMER
ever printed in the English language. It will be
printed in FuNk & WaGNALL’S STANDARD LiBRawy,
No. 101. Price 25 cents in paper; ‘Gloth, &l
Ready Nov. 2.

Tere HoumrLETic MONTHLY continues to keep up
its excellence and freshness. The Oectober number
begins the eighth volume and comes with an improved
front. Special rates for Meyer's great commentary
are offered to its clerical subscribers.

Tae Porrir Treasury. (E. B. Trent, 757 Broad-
wey, New York.)—The October number has seversl
suggestive articles, and is & worthy candidate for
public favour. It is not one whit behind the number
already noticed in these columns. This new evan-
gelical monthly also has & premium list of * books
worth having,” offered at greatly reduced prices to its
subscribers.

TeE EyIcRaxTS. {American Sunday School Union,
Philadelphia.)—A German tale of exile under the reli-
gious upheavals following the Reformation. Many
subjects of the Papal rulers suffered voluntary, as well
as enforced exile for conscience’s sake. This is s
well-written tale, from a German pen, translated into
plain English, illustrative of hopes and fears, trisls
and triumphs connecied with a little band that sought
and found in the western wilds ** freedom to worship
God.”

SMALL SINS versus LARGE DIVIDENDS.

It is time that we leazn t} 1t sin is not excustble in
proportion as it declareslarge dividends and has many
outriders in equipage. Many a man is riding to per-
dition postillion ahead and lackey behind. To sted
one copy of a newspaper is o gnat. To steal many
thousands of pounds i8 & camel. There is many 8
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fmit-dealer who would not consent to steal a basket
of peeches from a neighbour’s stall, but who would
pot scruple to depress the fruit market. Society has
io be entirely reconstructed on this subject. We are
to find that a sin is inexcusable in proportion as it is
great. I knowin our time the tendency is to charge
rligions frauds upon good men. They say, ‘“Oh,
what & class of frauds you have in the Church of God
w-day,” and when an elder of a church, or a deacon,
or 5 minister of the Gospel, or a superintendent of &
Sunday school, turns out a defaulter, what display
heads there are in many of the newspapers—great
primer type, five-line piea: * Another Saint Ab-
sconded 1 ¢ Clerical Scoundrelism ! ¢ Religion at a
Disccunt 1" ¢ Shame in the Churches !’ while there
are & thousand scoundrels outside the Churcn .o
where thers is one inside the Church, and the mis-
behaviour of those who never see the imside of a
church is 50 great it is enough to {empt a man to be-
wme  Christian to get out of their ccmpany. Dut
in all circles, religions and irreligious, the tendency is
1o excuse sin in proportion as it is mammoth. Even
John Milton, in his *¢ Paradise Lost,”” while he con-
derns Satan, gives sueb » grand deseription of him, you
bave hard work to suppress your admiration. Oh,
this straining out of small sins like gnats, and this
pulping down great iniquities like camels. This sub-
ject does not give the picture of one or two persons,
but is & gallery in which thousands of people may see
their likeness. Fcr instance, all those people who,
shile they would not rob their neighbour of & farth-
ing, appropriate the money and the treasure of the
piblicc. A man has 2 house to sell, and he tells his
mstomer it is worth £2,000. Next day the assessor
wmes round and hesays it is worth £1,500. The Gov-
emment of the United States took off the tax from
wrsonel income, among other reasons, because so
ftw people would tell the fruth, and many a man
vith an income of thousands of pounds made state-
rents which seemed to imply he was about to be
banded over to the overseer of the poor. Careful to
wy their passage over from Liverpool to New York,
vt smugeling in their Saratoga trunks ten silk
iresses and half-a-dozen watches from Genevs,
Switzerland, telling the Custom House officer on the
wharf, *“ There is nothing in that trunk but wearing
apparel,” and putting & sovereign in his hand to
mnctuate the statement.—Selected.

~ THEYV that would not eat the forbidden fruit must
t come near the forbidden tree.

LIFE is made up not of great sacrifices and duties,
wof little things, in which smiles and kinduess, and
all obligations, given habitually, are what win and

serve the heart and secure comfort.—Sir, A,
avey,

CHRISTIAN ’HYGIENE.

BY WILLARD PARKER, M.D., NEW YORK,
There is an old rbyme :

“ The race it is not always got by him who fastest runs,
Nor the battelle by the peopelle who shoot the longest
guns.”

And 50, in estimating the usefulness of a life, the
rapidity and brilliancy of the work accomplished,
though sn important factor, doesnot of necessity indi-
cate actual results. In no fierd of intelligent labonr are
we more apt to form an error eous estimate of result
than in that of the Christian minister. A long, quietly-
busy life-work is, in the aggregate, productive of more
good than one more brilliant and shorter.

To no class is a sound physical condition of greater
noment than {o ministers, and—I write advisedly—
I know of hardly any class of intelligent men more
ignorani in matters pertaining to their sanitary wel-
fare. To state in brief a few suggestions as to self-
care is my object in the present paper.

Given an intelligent mind and healthy body, the pro-
position is, * How shall we use them so0 as to accom-
plish the greatest good ?”” The inter-dependence of
the two all must admit ; my object is to lay down &
few rules for the care of the latter, so that the former
may work essily and efficiently. To this end I shall
treat of :

1. Diet and laws of digestion.

2. FPersonal habits as regards rest, exercise and
cleanliness.

8. Sanitary surronudings—air, sunlight, etc.

The enimal econcmy is supported by the digestion
and assimilation of what we eat, and it is therefore
important that we know:

1. What to eat.

2. Liow to eat it.

We throw off by the four channels of excretion—
viz.: the lungs, skin (sweat glands), kidneys and
bowels—about six pounds daily, which is made up

1. Of unassimilated food.

2. Of used up matter.

To rightly supply this waste, we should take into
the system & similar amount. This should be made
up of the materials used in the support of the animal
economy in their proper proportions. In muscle-
workers we need more of the nitrogenous (meat) ele-
ments ; in brain-workers, on the other hand, a larger
proportion of the phosphorus elements are required.
These are derived from tl e grain foods, fish, etc. I
give below a table of diet as lail down by Prof. John
C. Dalton, of the College of Physicians and Surgeons:

Meat - - - - 16 ounces.
Bread - - - - 19«
Butter - - - - 8% e
Fluids - - - - 52 ¢«
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This table is for one toking abundant fresh-air ex-
ercise—for one of sedentary life the proportion cf ani-
mal food is large. )

Now as to the rules for eating:

1. Eat slowly—the first process of digestion takes
place in the mouth. See that the food is freely
mingled with the saliva when eating, and thoroughly
mastioated.

2. Eat at regular intervals. A horse that could
easily go twenty-four miles each day would soon break
down were he driven s single mile ench hour of the
twenty-fonr. Be as considerate of your stomach as
you try to be of your horse. You can buy another
horse. The wealth of Craesus could not buy another
stomach.

8. Do not eat largely when very tired. The stom-
ach sympathizes with the general exhsustion. A
Uittle food, easily assirnilated, strengthens. Food in
quantity is not sssimilated, and does not only no
good but positive harm.

4. Do not engage in hard work (mental orphysical)
soon after eating. For digestion the stomach requires
an extra sapply of blood. The brain or muscles work-
ing demand also an extra supply. Both demsnds
ornnot be met at the same time. The stomach, not
being controlled by the will kas to go without, and
therefore cannot properly digest. Moral: When very
busy eat sparingly. One word here in regard to the
use of milk. No single ariicle of diet contains mors
of the elements essential to nutrition than does milk,
but it needs to be taken rightly. The first step in iis
digestion is the formstion of & eurd. If the milk be
taken slowly so that it passes into the stomach well
mingled with the saliva, it is easily digested. Swal-
lowed rapidly it gives at once & large curd (babies
and young animals suck gradually), and but few
stomachs can tolerate if.

“ All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy,”
and this is true of Jack in the pulpit as well as at
school. To preserve the equilibrium that must exist
between the mental and physical parts of our system,
e certain amount of active out-of-door work is essen-
tial. This exercise should be taken as & pleasurs, not
asa duty, Physical exercise increases the rapidity of
the respiraiicn, and this in turn increases the amount
of effete matter thrown off from the iungs. After the
confined air fof the study it is absolutely necessary
that you give the lungs & thorough elesning out in

-order to keep the blood pure.

it is also true that mentsl work exhausts more
rapidly than physicel, and it is well, if possible, to
avoid close mental application for more than two con-
secutive hours.

Absolute rest for at least eight hours in every
twenty-four is necessary.

Now as regards the care of the skin. We throw oft

by the skin some two and a half pounds of effete ma.
terial every day (there are in the aggregate nesrlyien
railes of the little tubes called sweat glands), aud this
material should be thoroughly removed. Were the
surface of our body wet with urine, he would be con-
sidered an undesirable friend who did not carefully
keep his body elean. Urine and perspiration are tog
large extent identical. The entire surfece of the body
should be cleansed with water atlesst once daily.

Inside cleanliness is more important ag regards the
individual then outside, The large intestine(about eight
feet long) corresponds to the bladder in the urinary
track, If the proper emptying of this be neglected,
nature {loyal to her mos$ dieloyal subject) tries to re.
lieve the unnatural pressure by reabsorbing the con.
tents. One of our leading judges once ssid that if he
took beer he thought beer ; if water, he thought water,
How about the thoughts of a constipated minister,

I have already alluded to the iraportence of frech
air. A plentiful supply of oxygen is reguireé to pre-
serve life. Carbonic scid (excreted by the lungs), in-
haled pure, kills at once. See thet at work, at res,
asleep, & bouuntiful supply of oxygen is given—even
the enormous salary of & country minister warrants
prodigality in the use of fresh air and cold water.

Sunlight is not only cheexful, but health-giving. 4
plant will not thrive without it, and frymers tell us
that pigs won't get fat on the north side of the barn,
In a Russian hogpital, in which cases as nearly &
possible identical were treated, the mortelity ins
ward with & sunny exposure, in comparison with ths
one not exposed to the gun, was oue to four.

Our classics tell of Roman solaris. As far es prac
ticable, let every study be a Christian solarinm.

With a clean skin, empty rectum, and well-vent:
1ated, sunny sindy, it ought to be easy to pictures
God of love and merey ; a gloomy, stuffy study, v
which & dirty and constipated writer is labouring ats
sermon, cen give us nothing but an unatiractive pic-
tare of & God aswful in His justice, terrible in his
wrath.—QCctober Pulpit Treasury.

THE end of learning is to know God, and outd
knowledge tc love Him and imitate Him.—AMd/lon

I HAVE some degree of power over my outwai
man, but little over my inward, I can make a shilt
to be just, do acts of kindness and humanity, and pt
on a show of courtesy and civility ; but the bemd
my heart is still the same, I can no more love G
with all my heart er come up to St. Paul’s descriptios
of charity, that I can reach heaven with my haods
In this point of view, what a seasonable aid is Gospd
power! and how exactly is the religion of the Bitk
suited to the wants of manking, in its offers of f
giveness and renovation.— 7 komas Adanss.
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Pnternational Tessons.

BY REV. W. W, SMUTH.
Nov'rz, {x Sam. 15:

v SAUL RESECTED,  {*Sems

GorLpEN TexX1.— Behold, 1o obey is better than
werifice.”—~1 Sam, 15 22,

CENTRAL TRUTH.—God rejects the disobedient.

CONNECTION.—~It was now fen years or more since the
frmal installation of Saul as king. Much war in the
seantime {14 147, 48); the last being against Amalek.
Saul was sent to destroy the Amalekites as God had com-
vanded in Deut. 25 : 19, for their hostility and treachery.
Bat Sanl made it more of a marauding expedition, and
wought away much spoil. God sent Samuel to tell him he
s now rejected from being king. Vet he was still spared
ynumber of years,

g Nores,—Amalekites: descendants of Esan accord-
gto some, of Cannaan according to others. They were
romadic in their habits, and dwelt in the country between
Eioypt on the south and Palestine on the north.  For their
gzt and inhuman conduct toward the children of Israel
from the time they left Egypt till now they were to be cut
b (Ex. 7: 14; Deut. 25: 17-19; 1 Sam. 15: 33.)
Wiilgal : see notes on Lesson for Oct. 14.
B . AN EXCUSE FOR DISOBEDIENCE.—Ver, 12.—Saul
Fame 1o Carmel: not Mount Carmel, but a city
I place in the south of Judah (25: 2}. Set him up a
Blace : set himself up a memorial. Saul had made a
puquest {15 : 7) and he was anxious to obtain glory and
e from it.  Gone down to Gilgal : Sausl went down
oere before, and presumptudusly offered a sacrifice (13:
) and had now marched down In great state, with a great
By and much spoil, apparently for the same purpose.
QS ver. 15.)

& Ver. 13.—Samuel came to Saul: he followed on
b G al, having expected to meet him before descending
g the yurdae Valley.  Indeed, Saul had no good reason for |
BRoing to Gilgal at all. I have performed the com-
gandment of the Lord: We cannot suppose Saul was{
g}ndy sincere: he was rather presumptuously hypo-
Bntical,

B Ver. 14 —What meaneth then this bleating of
ge sheep 7 the Lord’s command was peremtory to
R mite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they had ;”
1 here Samuel had proofs that the tlocks and herds had i
wen seized for a spoil. Selfishness and covetousness were

1 ]

.

| Ver. 15.—The best of the sheep and of the oxen,
[ sacrifice : this was 2 mere excwse: the main object
sto have them for themselves. A false excuse is worse
20 2 guilty silence.

B 1. Tuz ExcUsz REJECTED.—Ver, 16.—Stay : cease
[ false excuses.  What the Lord hath said to me
s night: the preceding night. The distance from

Jinah was not great, though the descent was greut.

B Ver. 17.—~Little in thine own sight: Saul oace
Eoucht himself and his father’s house very unimportant in
Beiel And he was right! He was now reminded of

825 and of the fact that whatever glory or digoity he
f3, was in consequence of the Lord choosing him kmy.
Ve 18.—Tke Lord sent thee on a journey :
E: 2ing bat a servant of the Lord's band, should have
M bfally carried out the Lord's instructions {15: 1-3).

3 EVer, 19.— W horefore then didst thov not obey ?
W cimple, safe, and only path for the Lord's people, is to |

do precisely what God cormmands, One command is often
disobeyed among us. (Acts 17: 30.) Fly upon the
spoil: Samuel knew it was covetousness, and not a zeal
for religion.

Ver. 20—~Yea, I have ocbeyed: Saul still pre-
tended obedience, because he had par#/y fulfilled his orders.
So Ananias only kept back par¢ of the price; and Judas
only stole pars of the contents of the bag; and Peter re-
fused to eat with the Gentiles only garf of the time he was
in Antioch. (Gal. 2: 12.)

Ver, 21.—The people took the spoil: but they
were under his orders: and, like Eli ia the matter of his
sons, he was respensible for an evil which he did nothing
to restrain, To sacrifice unto the Lorxd thy God:
Saul twice tries to enlist Samuel on his side, by saying.
‘“the Lord thy God ;" as if it were great zeal for God, and
great respect for Samuel, that prompted the action Samuel
complained of.

Ver. 22.—And Samuel said : the words that fol-
low must have been often quoted and thought of, through
all the ages of the Jewish commonwealth. They smbody a
glorious, most important, and far-reaching principle, Obedi-
ence is better than sacrifice.  Faith is better than services.
Kneeling is not prayer. Going to chuich is not religion.
{Ps. 4c: 63 Micah 6: 6; James 1 : 27.)

Ver. 23.—As the sin of witcheraft : Saul bad
put down witcherait (28: 3) ; probably before this date;
and there may be here an atlusion to that. To rebelis as
bad as to ‘‘divine;” and to be sclf-willed is as bad as
idolatry. Do we remember this? ¥e hath also re-
jected thee: for a good many years more, Saul was
permitted 1o live and reign. But he went on from bad to
worse ; as our future lessons will show.

III. A SEEMING REPENTANCE.—Ver, 24.—I have
sinned : it was oply when punishment was denounced,
that he confessed his sin. So with many now. But, in
view of his after life, we can sce that this confession was
hypocritical—as were the excuses he had just mede. X
feared the people: still excusing his own disobedi-
ence ! Not so the sincere penitent.

Ver. 25.—Pardon my sin: God only can pardon
sin, But as Samuel did not reprove the expression, we may
conclude Saul meznt, Do not be incensed against me,
but pray for my pardon.”

Ver. 26.—1 will not return with thee: Samuel
saw that Saul was insincere, and would not countenance a
sacrifice that might seem to condone Saul’ssin. Yet he
aftarwards relented as not to expose to the people, at the
time, the breach betweer him and Saul. {Ver. 30, 31.)

PRACTICAL LESSONS.

1. The best way to accomplish a disagreeable duty, is to
take hold of it at once—** Samuel rose early.”

2. A *“trophy " of victory is a poor thing where the
heart is itself in slavery !

‘What are moouments of bravery,
Where no public virtues bloom ?
What avail, ia lands of slavery,
Tropkizd temple, arch, and tomb 2—Campbeil.

3. The bleating of stolen sheep {ver. 14), the cry of de-
frauded ‘abourers (James 5: 4), and the cry of the martyrs
{Rev. 6 : 9, 10}, not only saints hear, but God : who also
wil] avenge the wrong !

4. Too many, like Saul, become uplilted with selfim-
portance, and lamentably stray from duty.

5. * To obey is better than sacrifice.” (Ver. 22.} Hosea
has the same thought (6: 6); and our Saviour twice quotes
it in Matthew.
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Nov. 18 DAVID ANOINTED. {rome

GoLpeN TEXT.—‘‘I have found David My ser-
vant: with My holy oil have I anointed him.”
—Ps. 89: 20.

CeNTRAL TRUTH.—God calls us to His service.

CONNECTION.—After our last lessen, Samuel saw King
Saul no more ; but he mourned for his rejection. He was
soon sent to Bethlehem, in Judah, to anoint one of Jesse’s
sons to be king in place of Saul.

Notes.—Ramah : Samuel’s residence, five miles north
of Jerusalem. Bethlehem : subsequently the birthplace
of the Saviour, six miles south of Jerusalem.

I. SAMUEL AT BETHLEHEM.—Ver. r.—How long
wilt thou mourn for Saul ? God chides Samuel B
for the prophet should have fallen in with the Divine ap-
pointment. Fili thine horn with oil: anointing
with oil, a daily practice among a people who went bare-
headed, had 2lso a special significance when performed by
an official perscn, and in a solemn manner. So kings, and
prophets, were “anointed.” A king among his sons:
Samuel did not know who the king-elect was : only in whose
family to find him:

Ver. 2.—If Saul hear it, he will kill me: Sam-
uel perhaps thought this anointing was to be a public trans-
action; and Saul, from whom the Spirit of the Lord had
now departed (ver. 14), would be sure to slay all who were
concerned in setting up a rival for the throne. Still, this
was only a worldly way of looking at it : Samuel should
have trusted in God, and promptly obeyed. Say, I am
come to sacrifice: the sacrifice would be public ; the
anointing, private. He was to make public the public part
of his errand, but to reserve the private part of it. As ex-
amples of such lawful reserve, see Ex. 8: 27; John 1 3:
27-29; Acts 23: 22,

Ver. 3.—Call Jesse to the sacrifice: Jesse, as
descendant and heir of Boaz (and possessor of the old home-
stead, which David gave to Chimham, and which was a
khan or house of entertainment in the days of Jeremiah
(Jer. 41 : 17), and, as many think, the site of ovr Lord’s
birth), was probably the “ principal ” man of Bethlehem :
and the feast following the public sacrifice was no dcubt,
at his house.

Ver. 4.—Elders of the town trembled : Samuel,
perhaps, had never before come officially to the small town
of Bethlehem : and the elders thought it was to denounce
some judgment on them for some sin.

Ver. 5—X am come to sacrifice: Shiloh was
perhaps rejected, now that the ark was not there. Itabode
at Kirjath-jearim till David brought it away. (See 1 Chron,
13: 1-8) And at this time sacrifices were made else-
where than at the sanctuary. 1t is the spirit, not the place,
God looks at. (See John 4: 21-24.) He sanctified
Jesse and his sons: this consisted of the washing of
their persons, and clothes, etc. And the purification of this
family was done under the directions of Samuel. David
was absent.

II. WHo SHALL BE KING ?—Ver, 6.—He looked
upon Eliab : Now that he was ready to sit down to
the feast in Jesse’s house, with Jesse and his sons, Samuel
revolved in his mind wkick of the sons was to be king ? and
be meotally fixed upon Eliab, the eldest. He did not
speak his thought aloud.

Ver. 7.—The Lord seeth not as man seeth :
50d told him, by an inward voice, that however noble-
looking he might be, Eliab was not the chosen king ; for
God looks on the heart, not on the outward appearance.
Do we always remember this?

Vers. 8, 9.—Abinadab . ... Shammah :
were next in age : but these, too, were passed over.

these

—_—

Ver., 10.—Seven of his sons: not
sons ; but seven in all. David was the eighth.

IIl. THE KiING ANOINTED.—Are here all thy
children ? God bad told Samuel to anocint one of Jesses
sons ; and now all were rejected ! What was it? Wy
God deceiving the prophet ?” Or was Jesse in fault ? Samud
judged it must be Jesse ; and pointedly asked him, “Jf
these were a// his sons ? He had no doubt told Jesse b.
fore, to assemble a// his sons togethsr ; and thought thathe
had done so. And Jesse should have done it. He keep.
eth the sheep : there was still the youngest boy, se
fishly kept away from this family ga.ering for worship—
though he would have enjoyed it moi=ithan any of them!
We will not sit down till he come: Samul
chose to spend another hour in Godly conversation, till
David came, and was hastily * sanctified.”

Ver. 12.—Now he was ruddy : meaning, he wa
reddish of hair, fair in complexion, and with a bloom on b
cheek. See in Caaticles, ** My beloved is white and ruddy,
the chiefest among ten thousand.” Such a beauty is high}
esteemed among a dark-haired and dark-complexiony
peopie. Fosephus says David, at this time, was ten yeas
of age ; but Fosephus is ofien unreliable. Moderns ague
that he was at least fifteen, Of & beautiful counten.
ance : literally, ‘‘fair of eyes.” Anoint him : for
this is he: again, the silent voice of God directs the
prophet,

Ver. 13.—Anointed hima in the midst of ki
brethren : Again the wisdom of partial concealment i
seen. Davld was anointed ; but none present but Samus!
knew for whaz. His brothers might think it was to bes
prophet to succed Samuel ; as after, in the case of Elijabal
Elisha. David himself would feel that he was now conu3
crated to do the Lord’s will—whatever it was/ But, thill
the Lord had rejected Saul, would be well known ; and thig
Samuel had anointed David for some purpose, would soc:}
become equally kaown. And thinking people, putting thos
two facts together, would soon draw their own conclusinf§
So would David ! Samuel, no doubt, expressly told hizg
all about it : though perhaps not till the time mentioned i}
I Sam. 19 : 18. And from the day of his anointing,
Spirit of the Lord came upon David,

seveun  more

PRACTICAL LESSONS.

i. Let it not be, with us, unavailing regrets, but promp’ ;
obedience ! .

2. Ged may have duties for us to do, which we are
to expose to others. (Ver. 2.)

3. Bethlehem did not welceme Samuel, and had cnly 8
stable for Christ—perhaps an old out-house of the o}
homestead. (John 1: 11.)

4. Eliab’s dignity and beauty might have been as interff
esting to us as David’s, if his heart had been as right
Beauty does not Airdesr God's grace ; but alone, it cans
gain it !

5. Parents should not exclude their younger children fre g
religious principles. (Ver. 11.); ]

6. Sheep-keeping was good training for David’s you
as the humblest occupations have often since proved
others.  “ The sheep-keepin’ o’ the Lord is kind
canny; wi' a Braw Howf at the lang-last ! "—* Hegg
Waddell ; Psalm 23,

7. There is an anointing of the Spirit which every o
receives who gives himself to God—which, rightly appi§
hended, will make him a blessing, * from that day /g
ward.” (Ver. 13.)

*The sheep-keeping of the J_c:id is kind and gentle ; % 5
a Grand Rendezvous at the last.
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Po:s)  DAVID AND COLIATH, (=S
GoLDEN TEXT.—**The battle is the XLord's,”—
15am. 17 :47.

CONNECTION.—After David was anointed, he still con-
fisued to tend his father’s sheep. Saul, being afflicted with
i evil spirit, was advised to obtain some one to play before
lim on the harp. The youth, David, was suggested : who
wes sent for, and ministered thus to Saul in his afiliction.
Sanl being better, David returned home. In perhapsa year
or two more, war arose again : and Goliath defied the armies
of Istacl. ‘David had come to the camp, and offe1 .d to fight
the Philistine.

Norgs.—Shaaraim : a place on the way to the Philis-
ine border, about nineteen miles west from Jerusalem.
Ekron and Gath : two Philistine cities ; the former thirty
niles north-west, the latter twenty-three miles west, from |
Jesalem.  Abner : a cousin and general of Saul. !

1. THE PREPARATION.—Vers, 38, 39.--Saul armedl
David : see, in former vecses, the conversations leading
ip to this interview with the king. In the time that had
tapsed, David had so grown and changed that Saul did not
itcognize his foxmer minstrel. The king thought David
must be protected with armour, and furnished with weapons.
S0 he gave him ‘‘a helmet of brass” (rather copper, or
brosze 3 our mixture, brass, not being known), ¢ a coat of
mil " (some strong material covered with uverlapping small
Friates of metal), and a sword. I cannot go with
Bthese : David felt ill at ease in this armour. It seemed
0 him like trusting in these things iostead of God. Be-
Esdes, he felt that if God would use any of the qualities he
fossessed, to give him the victory, it would be agility and
swiftness (which would be hindered by the armour), and not
Eouscular strength.

& Ver. j0.—His staff in hishand : some modern com-
[2anders like to see their men with their weapon always in !
Bisir hand. They like a soldier to feel that ** himself and !}
Alis weapon are 022¢.”  So David had goae for years, with
Rtis shepherd’s staff in his hand ; and it was at once a sup-
it and a skilful weapon for him; and he would not part
§7ik it. Five smooth stones out of the brook :
B2 stone from a sling revolves; and everyone who, asa boy,
B used a sling knows that, while a stone with «dges will
R‘bum ” more, and so, perhaps, be more entertaning, a
nooth, 7ound stone will go farther and swifter, and
tighter to the mark. How Ltrue to nature and experience
gt even the small details of the Bible! David had, no
gloubt, killed many a jackal with his sling. Scrip : gener-
Ry a wallet of skin, suspended from the shoulders by
Rlongs.  .ing : with us, 2 well-known but dangerous play-
ghiag ; anciently unsed in war.

@ Ver. 1.—The Philistine came on : seeing 2 war-
ior step out from the Jewish camp, he came forward to

gaeet him ; a considerable distance, we may conclude, being
@ttween the armies. That bare the shield: he had a
%20 to carry his heavy shield for him, till he should need
B just as effeminate sportsmen with us have men to carry
2d load guns for them.

B Il THE MEETING.—Ver. 42.—He disdained hiw : |
E#hen be came near enough 2nd saw David—oaly a fresh- |
Eoking youth, and without sword or armour—he despised !
Bin. Just so the Jews despised Christ, because He had not |
fee dipnity and eacthly glory they expected to see. Bul}
B<'h were wrong ! .

E Ver. 43.—With staves, or “ with sticks: " he wanted i
g know if David came against him as he wouid against a
B! *“ Staves” here is the plural of staff, not of stave;!
Rod is to be pronounced with 2 broad 2, Cursed David

oY his gods: not the Philistine invoking his own gods to
B¢ David, but he cursed (just as ar Arab does now),

David’s tribe, and father and mother, 2nd his country and his
‘“gods.” Looking upon Jehovah as a local god of the He-
brews, as Dagon was of the Philistines, he cursed David,
and cursed Jehovah along with him. Goliath may be taken
to illustrate the world and Satan; David to illustrate the
Christian.

Too long my <oul hath dealt
‘With the men that falsely dealt
With my Savicur, and would falsely deal with me;
For 1 plead for love and peace,
And that war and hate may cease ;
But they shout against my soul, O God, and Thee.
—W.W.S.

Ver. 44.—The Philistine continued boasting.

Ver, 45.—In the name of the Lord of hosts:
David replied that his trust was in God, whose armies and
whose Divire Self this heathen had deficd.

Ver. 46.—Deliver thee into mine hand: David
could ooly speak the words of this verse by the suggestions
of the spirit. The spirit of the Lord was upon him (16:
13) and he here prophesied.

Ver. 47.—The battle is the Lord’s: all God’s de-
liverances are lessons of trust tous. We should often reflect
upon them—in our own history, the history of our times and
of former days.

IT1. THE VicTORY.—Ver. 48.—Arose . . . t0 meet
David: the time of words was past ; the time of action
had come. David now rushed to meet him. How many
ciies would go up to Jehavah, ‘¢ God save the lad?”

Ver. 49.—Smaote the ¥ hilistine in his forehead :
before this time {Judg. 2. :16) we read of men who ‘‘could
sling stones at an hair Lreadth ;” and David, in his shep-
herd’s life, would be a practised slinger. Throwing stones
by the hand with great precision is not an uncommon ac-
quirement with us; so, anciently, with the use of the sling.
There was no bow in David’s hand ; only 2 *“staff,” and
the sling would not be noticed at a distance ; and the Phil-
istine, not yet at ** close quarters,” perhaps had not pulled
down his visor, nor held up his shield.

Ver. 50.—David prevailed : the giant died at once ;
and the comparative feebleness of David’s weapons is often
dwelt upon—as showing that it was God who cunquered the
enemy. So with us!

Ver. 51.—Took his sword: the Philistine’s own
sword. Cut off his head : asa trophy of his victory.
The giant’s armour and sword he put in the ‘“tent” or tab-
ernacle of the Lord. (See 21: 9.)

PRACTICAL LESSONS.

1. Every man has his own methods and weapons. Let
me not despise others’ modes of working for God, because
they are different from mine.

2. The “‘five smooth stones” may illustrate the simple

 truths of the gospel—mighty against boasting * giants” of

(3341194

3. Men curse God (ver. 43) when they speak against His
work in the hearts of men around them.

4. There are evils, like ¢ giants,” to slay; and, if ‘‘the
battle is the Lord’s ” (ver. 47), then we must see that we
have God wntk us. :
Dec. 2,

st DAVID'S ENEMY—SAUL.

GoLDEN TEXT.—'‘ And David behaved himself
wisely in all his ways; and the Lord was with
him.”—1 Sam. 18:14. .

CeNTRAL TRUTH.—The Lord is with those who

rust Him.

1 Sam, 18
1-16.



346

THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

CONNECTION.—Saul, in admiration of David’s victory,

asked Abner, his uncle’s son and chief captain, whose son the ;

young man was? Abner could not tell. Saul asked David
himself, not recognizing him at first. The lesson begins at
the close of this conversation with Saul.

I. JONATHAN aND Davip.—Ver, 1.—Jonathan: the
oldest son of Saul. He must have been several years older
than David. One of the noblest characters in the Bible.
Knit wich the soul of David: their two souls are
described as being joined together—as the links of a chain,
or the fibres of a cord. L.oved him as his ownsoul:
David says, in one place, speaking of Jonathan, ¢ thy love
to me was wonderful !” It has often been compared to
Jesus’ love for John. Jesus and Jonathan were each older
than the friend he so loved, and each was a king’s son,

Ver. 2,—Saul took him that day: retained him
in his service ; having at first nothing but good-will toward
him.

Ver. 3.—Jonathanand Davidmadea covenant:

in the east, where the laws give less security for life and]

property, there have always been more of private covenants,
and compacts of friendship, offensive and defensive. They
were often ratified by sacrifices and feasts (Gen. 26: 28-30)
here, by giving and receiving weapons and garments, The
robe : the gift of a robe from a prince was a mark of high
favour. Samuel Rutherford exulted in receiving as a robe,
““the merits of Christ for nothing ; large, and white and
fair!” See Haman’s proposal, in Esther 6, Girdle: of
bright-coloured leather, set with jewels, or a finely-woven
sash or shawl bound round the waist.

Ver. 5.—Behaved himself wisely: one of the
qualities for which any young man will be most taken notice
of and esteemed—good sense, modesty, prudence. ¥e was
accepted : was popular ané esteemed—as a military offi-
cer, and as one belonging to the court,

II. BEJOICING OVER THE VICTORY.—Ver, 6.—Re-
turned from the slaughter of the Philistines:
the narrative now goes back a little. At the end of the
short campaign, as the army came back there were great re-
joicings in every city they passed through. The women
came out : in the first place, all the men had gone to the
war ; it was not a mere ‘‘ enlistment,’”” but a turning out en
masse; and only the women were left, And again, as it
was the only part in the transaction women could take, they
seemed to claim the *‘ singing and danciog,” and playing on
¢ tabrets ”’ and ‘‘instruments of music ” as their own. (See
Miriam, Ex. 15: 20.)

Ver. 7.—Answered one another: responsive chant-
ing or singing was very common among them. Itis very
impressive, (See Ps. 24: *“ Who is the King of Glory?”)
Saul hath slain his thousands, etc. : they put David
above Saul, which was unwise and unjust to their king.
You may praise one to your heart’s content without any in-
judicious comparisons.

Ver. 8.—Saul was very wrecth: envy and anger
took possession of him. David had said nothing and done
nothing wrong ; only the people praised him too much ! It
was the “right work,” for which the Preacher says, ‘2 man
is envied of his neighbour.” (Eccl. 4 : 4.)

III. Ssur’s EnmiTv.—Ver, 9.—Saul eyed David:
the furtive, envious, zevengeful glance is often noticeable,
and it is here pat for the feeling from whence it arose.

Ver. 10.—An evil spirit from God: Saul had with-
drawn from God, and God withdrew from him. This evil
spirit was said to be from God, in that God handed Saul
over to Satan and to his own evil natuze. But God had
provided a remedy, in David’s playing (16 :23) ; just as the
influences of the Holy Spirit are the remedy for ox» gloom
and despair. We reject the spirit of God. Saul tried to
murder David. He prophesied : was in an unnatural,

excited state. The word is thus occasionally used for mai8
ness, or evil excitement ; but more generally for being in §
holy ecstasy. Javelin: a short spear for throwing. Cauyg
continually speaks of his soldiers beginning a battle by
¢“ throwing their piles.” ‘

Ver. 11.—! will smite David: Saul, in his freng}
shouted that he would pin David to the walll The wan§
ing was used as a means of saving David’s life. He avoidy]
the deadly missile. (How deadly they are Isandula proved)
Twice he thus escaped ; and the Providence was so remar
able that it struck a terror into Saul.

Ver. 12.—The Lord was with him, and was .8
parted from Saul: this explains the fear and terror o}
Saul. God’s sentence, that he would rend the kingdxg
from him, and give it to a neighbour better than he (15: 2§
he would now feel was being fulfilled. s

Ver. 13.—Saul removed him from him : sent hint§
some other part of the country, with a thousand soldixg
under his command. Afraid, as yet, to openly order Lij
death (as he did afterwards, 19: 1), yet he was desirous
be rid of his nresence, and perhaps hoped that he might i
killed in some encounter. :

Ver. 14.—Again we are told how wisely David acted, 2§
how God blessed him. A bekaviour like David’s will alw
secure a dlessing like David’s!

Ver. 15.—He was afraid of him: Saul did not fesg
and had no reason to fear, David plotting to secure {4
throne, But once more we are told he was ¢’ afraid,” »f
the word used is this time a stronger expression thao
ver. 12. Saul's fear and awe greze. David was supernati
ally protected, as if he wer clad in invisible armour ; asd
dread fell upon Saul, -

Ver, 16.—All Israel and Judah loved David : whethy
there was a local and separate feeling between Judaha
the rest of Israel we cannot tell, It would rather seem tha
was. Certainly in after years there was. (2 Sam. 2: 10§

PRACTICAL LXSSONS.

1. A pure friendship between two good men results
in good. .

2. He who learns well to ofey secures not only train
valuable for his whole life, but the respect and confidexg
of his fellow-men. (Ver. 5.} :

3. Injudicious praise is often harmful. (Ver. 7.) )

4. Every effliction has either a remedy (16: 23) oiff
blessing in the enduring of it. (Fs. 119 : 67, 71.) B

5. “ Unto the pure 2all things are pure,” etc. (Tit. 1 : I
The fault was in Saul himself, not in David. Envy destng
souls—not of the envied, but of the enviers/ - ]

PRIZE BIBLE QUESTIONS FOR NOVEMBER
[For particulars see THE INDEPENDENT for January) i

31. Who offered a prayer for worldly blessings and

granted that he asked?
32. Two of God’s servants praised Him with a loud wj§

in darkness and suffering, Give their names. )

33- Quute from one of the Prophets a question put -
God which sets forth the completeness of His Omniprese$ig

IT is stated that Mr. Spurgeon has commenced to exp
%le :t:éook of Jeremiah after the manner of his * TreasurjS¥
avid.” - ) -

Post,” at the outset of his life 2 printer lad in Glasgow, iy
announced his intention to erect a suburban hoepital iual
mingham. '\
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&Y hildren’s &orner.

THE LITTLE HINDU GIRL.

“Iam a little Hindu girl,
Of Jests never heard ;

Oh, piiy me! dear Christian child,
And send to me His Word.

Oh, pity me! for I have griet
So great I cannot teil ;

And say if truly there's a heaven
Where such as I can dwell,”

That pledding voice was borne across
The rolling ocean wide ;

Forthwith the children, touched with love
Of Him who bled and diegd,

Seid, “Here's our money, little girl,
To buy God’s Word for you,

We wish 't were more, a thousand-fold,
And you should have it too.

“ We've heard of Jesus, and we know
The way of life full well ;

¢ Let children come to me,’ says He,
¢And they shall with Me dwell.’

Ever with Him! with hearts renewed,
And “badness ’ all forgiven ;

For He who never fails has said,
¢ Of such the realm of heaven.’"

We'll speed the Gospel o'er the earth
To each dear ohild so sad,

If one soul saved gives angels joy,
Then will all heaven be glad !

And if at last we reach the shore
‘Where sorrow is unknowu,

‘We hope to greet thee, Hundu girl,
Safe, safe before the throne.

CHILDREN'S WORK FOR MISSIONS.

Let me tell you, dear children, of a little
girl scarce three years old, a tiny, bright-eyed
tody, of whom you would say in passing, “Isn’t
phe lovely ? isn’t she pretty 2” and yet so
gvisely trained and guarded that she is not in
ghe least spoiled.

f A lady called to see her mother a short
gime since to ask her for the annual collection
Pt the Womain’s Board of Missions, when little
Elay, attracted by the earnest conversation,
Bzt to her, saying, “I'se going to be mission-
By ? I’ant to be a missionary!” The lady
%ook her up, and told her some stories about

the poor little heathen ; and then, in response

|to the glistening eye and quick heart-throb,

said :—

“You shall be g little missionary, if you ask
papa to give you twenty-five dollars to make
you a life-member of our society.”

This satisfied the child, and, soon after, the
lady left. When she called the second time,
the little girl was summoned, and came run-
ning to the visitor, all alive with, “T’se o little
missionary now,” at the same time putting
twenty-five dollars into her hand.

She climbed into her father's lap at her
earliest opportunity, and lavished all the
wealth of her love and pretty endearmeuis
upon him; and so pleadingly asked for the
twenty-five dollars that the father, deeply
grateful to God for the gift of this precious
child, could not deny her request.

But youn ask, “ How did twenty-five dollars
make her a missionary ?2”

Suppose you very much desire to make
your father a present of a beautiful wateh-
case, but are too small to embroider it, and
still know how to knit, erochet, pick berries,
take care of baby, or do something else by
which you could gain a little money; you
would have no need to sigh, and say, “I can-
not give him the beautiful watch case, because
I do net know how to work it ;” for you could
use many spare minutes—and they could be
love minutes—and earn here a few pennies,
and there a few more, until, almost before
you know it, you would have money enough
to get the materiels, and pay somebody else
to make it for you, so that, when you pre-
sented it, you could say,‘ Father, this is all
my own present; I bought it with my own
money.”

Now, although May is too young to go to
teach heathen children herself, the twenty-five
dollars can be given to a good Bible reader,
who will visit the little mud-floored cottages,
and, gathering the mothers and children
around her, tell them the story of the cross,
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and show how even the little unes may please
and serve Jesus.

Thus, little May is a real missionary, be-
cause she can provide a Christian teacher.
Will she not grow into & deeper piety and
love for the heathen as the ycars pass on ?
And will not her dear mother be likely to
train her for missionary service ?

But you say, “ My father is not rich enough
to give me twenty-five dollars.”

Now, please listen : Just want to be a mis-
sionary, and want it ever so much, because
you are so sorry for children who will never
know how tu be good unless somebody is sent
to teach them, and then go and tell Jesus,
asking him to direct you what to do for Him
while you are young.

Lvery child canuct do what this little girl
did ; but there is a work which God will give
you, and which no one else can do quite as
well.

Can you not talk with some of your mates,
and persuade them to join you in forming a
little mission band, a berry or sewing circle,
to earn money for the Board of Missions ?

Many little children, as well as older ones,
throughout Canada might greatly help the
cause of missions by employing their spare
time in doing work that could be turned to
good account.

WILD OATS.

They who sow wild oats will reap wild oats.
Our young people do not believe this, but it
is true, whether it be believed or not.

Boys often begin this sowing at an early
age, without any thought of the reaping. They
have an idea that it is “spooney ” to be good ;
that it is “soft ” to be careful to keep clear of
all that is wrong ; that it is menly to chew,
to swear, and to swagger ; that it is “smart”
to be careless as to what parerts and teachers
wish.

Young men fancy that they are proving

their independence by stauying away from the
Bible class, and throwing out doubts about
Christianity. They pride themselves on being
out of leading-strings ; on their ability to
chouse their own company, and to judge for
themselves how they will spend their even-
ings, and where they will pass their Sabbath.
Their noses take an upward cml at the men-
tion of the pious young men who hold on to
Sunday school and prayer-meetings. They
have gotten beycnd this !

Now, in their heart they know that the
saints are right and they themselves wrong,
They have no idea of guing on in the neglect
of God and religion all their lives; they ex-
peet to have a good time while 3 oung, and
later in life to turn over a new leaf, and to
come out all right in the ei.l. They are sow-
ing their wild oats.

But who 1s to reap what they are sowing!
And what will the harvest be ?

“ Whatsoever a man soweth that shall he
also reap.”

Character is forming. It is formed in youth.
Men at thirty and forty are commonly what
they were at twenty, cnly ripened and har
dened ; and at twenty thcy are apt to be what
they were at fifteen, only more set. From
the quarries that are dug under Jerusalem, a
fine, creamy limestone is cut, that is soft to
the knife or chisel when first taken out, but
that hardens into solid rock wher exposed to
the air. So it is with us. In youth we
readily take shape under the influences which
we invite ; in manhood we find our charaeters
are set. We stamp our souls while young and
plastic with the impress that they are to bear
in after life. Let our young men understand
that sowing wild oats in youth means a har
vest of sorrow and sin. Even if repented of
the old seeds are there, to be fought and be
wailed as long as life lasts. Better—far bel
ter—is it never to sow seeds of evil. No mar
ever regretted that he began to serve God it
his youth.



