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DR. JAMES Y. COLARKE.

Awmong liberal Christians, as our¥friends the Unitarians scem
now to prefer calling themselves, there aro fow who hold s higher
plac~ ihan Dr. James Freeman Clarke, of Boston, and there are
not many¥, we imagine, among, what we fondly call, ¢ advanced”
thinkers who will not listen patiently to anything 4e may have to
say in arrest of jndgment why the school of Channing, Gannett,
Peabedy, Eliot and Walker should not stand aside and make
room for the advocates of Free Religion, such as Frothingham and
Adler of New York, Dudloy and Savage, of Boston, Swing
and, (shall wo add 1) Thomas of Chicago—theat is, for men who
speak, moro or less clearly, thoir own, present, personal convie-
tions, and not merely trample under their feet all man.mado
creeds, confessions, articles, ctc., but, 88 wo interpret their mean-
ing, refuse to be bound, band and foot, by the fvse dizit, the mero
word, of any man, God-man, or God that ever appeared on the
faco of tho carth.

Tho * ortbodox” have, up to this time, contemptuously refusod
to share the namo of Christian wiih the Unitarians, claiming
that thoy alone aro entitled to the appeilation. Tho Catholics, of
ourse, treat tho Evangelicals with the same sovereign contempt,
and insist that fhey alone havo ¢ tho powor of the keys,” and all
that sort of thing. There are not wanting signs and symploms,
howaver, that the fight will not, forever, rage arouud that name.
Deeper issuos aro now to bo considered, and no name under heaven
tan arrest tho spirit of inquiry that is beginning to manifost itself
wmong all classes.  Wo say nothing of tho higher order of thinkers
i Germany, France, and England, but wo can, oven on this con-
tinert, proudly point to Ar. Abbot. of tho Jndex, and the heroio
~though all too small—band who £ght under tho banner of Fres

Religion. They openly proclaim that they caro nothing for the
namo, and look on it rather as a hindranco than a help to our
farther social and moral progress. To call & thing ¢ Christian” is
no recommendation in their eyea; rather is it o resson wky they
should guestion and mistrust, if not actually and actively oppose,
evory such institution or custom till the reason and reasonable-
ness of its oxistence be proved. The contest—if we read the stars
aright—is likely to be a long and severe one. Tho Christians of

the orthodox type will, no doubt, “hold the fort” as long as they
" can, and bren the Unitarians. as & sect, will wo fear, for many a

day, fight shy of, and stand aloof from, thoso who plant themselves
on natural reason alone—not considering it ~ay part of their duty
to call Jesus * Lord,” or to accept his word for more than its in-
herent value.

When wo soo, with our own oyes, outward or inward, that the
threo angles of a triangle aro equal to two right angles, wo be-
liove that mathematical truth and accept it in all our actions—
caring nothing, except it bo as a matter of historical curioaity,
whaother it was Euclid or bis grancfather or great grandfather who
first apprehended tho truth and fixed it by definity proof. So
when Christ declares thut God sends his rain upon tho just and
unjust alike, wo accept tho truth, as wo sco that it accords with
the facts of pature, obvious to our sepses. Wkhen weo hear him
declaro that not a sparrow falls to tho ground without our Heav-
cnly Father, wo may porhaps take the liberty to doubt, if this is
literally true and not rather to be understood as an oricntal
exaggerstion or a mero figure of speech. When, again, he tflls
us to give to ovory ono that asks of us, wo may decline following
the precept.  We attributo this “declension” to tho comparative
clearness of our intellact, but if it pleaso the ¢ Christians” to at-
tributo it to tho hardness of our hearts, they aro welcomo to tho
conclusion. Weo leavo them to accept the precept literally, and
only hopo that they will bo creful to follow it. Then onco more
will s}l men say, *“Soo how thoso Christisns lovo ono another {”

Tho orthodox spesk in sach wrathful and contemptuous torms
of thoso that thoy aro accustomed to call aceptics, agnostics,
infidels, doists and atheists (often using the two latter cpithets in
tho samo broath), that wo, Fresthinkers, can hold little ox no
intercourse with them ; but with mon of the mental calibre of Dr.
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Clarko~to say nothing of his fine moral instinot aund clear senso
of justico, it is noither difficult nor impossible nor unprofitablo to
hold a friendly parley, even if it should, ufter all, turn out that
wo cannot como to absolute agreoment and sce overything in the
eamo light. It is impossible for us to chorish anything but feel-
ings of gratitude for a man who 8o often, and, as far as wo re-
member, so uniformly, speaks of our brethren with entire justice
end evon, somotimes, with admiration and respect. We would
declino big pity, but we willingly accept bis justice and thank
him for it.

Let our readers now liston to & fow sontences from his Jast pub-
lished work, ¢ Essentials and Non-Essentials of Religion,” and
they will sce why we single him out from the mass of popular
proachers and hold him up as an example to his brethren :

¢ Faith may even sometimes appear under what seems to be
unbeliof. A soldier, dying on a field of battle in our war for free-
dom and union, was asked by a chaplain, who tells the story, to
trust in the atoning blood of Christ, and ask God for pardon. ¢ No,
not now,' 8aid the seldior, ¢TI did not do it when I was atrong and
well ; I will not do it now merely to please God und to prevent
him from sending mo to bell. That would be the act of 2 coward.’
Though the chaplain did not see it, this was really au act of trust
in God. The soldier preferred vather to trusé hiraself to God as
ho was thun try to pacify the Almighty by o death-bed confession.
Apd that wasfaith, So when John Stuart Mill wrote his famous
sen tence, protesting against the notion of Mr. Mansoll that the
gooiness of God could be essentially differont from ours, and
declared that “if ho must go to holl for believing in the goodness
which scemed to kim good, then to holl ho must go,’ he also was
really oxpressing faith in God as a feithful Creator, who, having
made the human mind to believo in right and in truth, would not
domand of it to beliove differently.”

¢ In my first chapter I spoke of a soldier who, about to die,
refused to say that he repented, or that he believed the atone-
ment, because he thought if he did, it might be merely from feary
of future punishment. Of course, I beliove that sincere repent-*
ance is always necessary ; and that whenovor a man sees that ho
is going v ‘ong, whether on tho death-bed or at any other time, ho
ought to .opent. He ahould turn fram wrong to right ; first in-
wardly, in bis soul ; then outwardly, in his conduct. But I com-
mended tho soldier foxr this; that he preferred to trust aimself to
God as he was rather than to profess repentance snd faith when
Lo was not sure that he did repent or believe.”

4T have scen and known numerous infidols in all parts of the
land, and know that among them are many of tho most upright
aud conscientious of wmen, whose lives would bo a credit to any
Christian church.”

« At the beginning of my ministry I had a church in Ken-
tucky. There I found many persons who were reputed to Le
intidels, and thought themselves so, and whose influcnce was
against Christianity, simply because they could not accept the
verbal inspiration of the whole Bible. One man I know, one of
tho best of men, upright and honorable, benevolent and king, who
was called an infidel, When 1 asked him about it, he said, ¢ Yes,
T havo thought mysolf 50, and for thisrcason : When I was young
I heard a minister say, taking o Bible in his hand, * Evorything
between thoeo lids is the word of God, and if you do not believe
it you will bo damned.” I said, “If this is Christianity, I must
bo an infidel.” But now I havo cbanged my wind. I do uot
think that Christianity requires me to believo every wor!in tho
Bible, and 50 I can gladly be a Christian.”

If all ¢ Christians” would only condescend to spesk of “Infidels”
with ag much justico and show as trne an appreciation of their
motives, theso said Christians might casily securo for themselves
a littlo moro personal respect, and, if tAat is too mean 2 motivo to
find a lodgment in, and to actuate, their pious breasts, they might
reflect that, thereby, thoy would bo likely to gain & more favor
ablo hearing for their mosssge, They way nrve hoard of the
traveller who would not give up his cloak to the blustering winds,
byt who willingly sutrondered it to the mild influenco of tho sun.
o aro over ready Yo lision % the words of reason, but we muat

decidedly refuse to submit to insolent dictation. Tho orthodox
may pour iato the infant mind what stuff they please, and the odor
—according to an ancient poot—will loug vemain with them ; but
the most of us are “ too old birds to ho caught with chefl,” They
may affect to despise our attainments, literary ov svientific ; they
may try to undermine our charactors; they may ostracise ua from
their society ; they way continne to compel us to sbinglo tho
roofs of their tewples, which wo never entor; they may even
deny us justice in their courts of law; but their attempts to
silence us will be forever vain and impotont. Tley can, in no
wise, turn us from tho path of duty—which is to search for truth
and to proclaim it. We do not often seck to fortify our con-
clusions by the authority of Dr. Tsaac Watts, but a verse of his,
if our memorv is not at fault, may rightly conclude the presont
argument : )
“ Beize upon truth wherever it is fonnd,
‘Whother on Christian or on heathow ground ;
The flower is divine where'r it grows,
Neglees the thistlo anud assume the rose.”
TRIBMEGISTUS.

Dgr. Trouas CHALMERS oX THE STUDY OF THE CHRIETIAN Evi
DBNCES.—Wo happened to turn, the other day, for want of better
employment, to an early work of the celebrated Dr. Chalmers,
who is gonerally looked on as the father and fonnder of the Freo
Church of Scotland, and whose praise i3 in all the churches, Wo
were much pleased to find in hira a breadth and catkolicity of
spirit that is now—in these latter days—very rare. .re much
doubt if the young men of our theologioal schools, sucn as Triaity
Collego or Kuox’s College, often hear such brave words ag we now
transcribo and oarnestly recommend to their notico: ‘¢ Instead of
a pure question of truth, Christianity bas been made a question
of sentimont, and the wishes of the beart have mingled with the
exerciges of the understunding, Since, however, the inquiry isnot
about its character but its truth, the philosopher will b careful to
soparato the exercises of the understanding from the tendencies of
the fancy or the heart. Ho should bo prepared to follow the light
of evidence, though it may lead bim to conclusions tho most pain-

ful and melancholy. He should train his mind to all the hmdi- |

hood of abstract and unfeeling intelligenco. Ho should give up
everything to the suprcmacy of argument, and be able to re-
nounce, without a sigh, all the tenderost preposscssions of infancy
tho moment that truth demands of him the sacrifice.” And
again : “ Let every propossession bo swopt away, and room be left
for the understanding to expatinte without fear and without en-
cumbrance.” Finally: ¢ No partiality of the heart or fancy is to
be admitted, and no othor influence acknowlsdged than the in-
fluence of evidence over tho convictions of the understanding."
If our young students of divinity were often treatcd to such dis-
courses and above all, if thoy wero trained lo the hardihocd
of thought which Dr. Chalmers here recommends, we should soon
seo a different crop of religious teachers from the flabby, milk-
and-waterish preachers who now vex the public ear with their in-
ano platitudes and glittering generalitios, and who send forth
pamphlets, sermons, tracts, ¢ whereof,” as another and a far
groater Scottish prophet, even Thomas Carlyle, has well said,
spoaking in tho name of the rodoubted Diogenes Teufalsdrockk,
“ Whercof he that runs and roads msy gather whole hampers—
and burn them.”
P. P, CLERK oF THIS Panisu.

In the ordinary theological troatment of it, reason is alternately
patronized and discarded. Agarinst Romanism and its dogmes
and rites, tho popular Protestantism uses reason with uncom-
promising cnorgy, vahomonco and ridicale, allowing tho cleim of
no solf-styled infallible choreh, as interproter of an infallitle Bible.
But to froe, inquiring criticism, philosophy and science, this same
Protestantism utters deprecations and warnings against blind and
falso and proud and misleading human reason and shrows itself
back for absolute truth on an assamed infallible book, though in-
terproted by fallible man,—¥W. C. Tennsy.
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“THERR IS A GOD.”

So says the Rev. J. H. Dodd in an opening letter afirming the
above propositiou in the Boston Jnvestigalor. Let us see how heo
attompts to prove it. Hoe instances the experionce of Moscs with
% God ” on * Mount Horob,” seeing the * burning bush,” bearing
tho *f voice of God,” his rod boing “turned into a serpent,” etc,,
and then says: “If theee things did not oceur, as reported in
Exodus, is it not plain that soxwo one has lied? Will our op-
ponent pleaso tell us who did lie?"” Again he says: ¢ the histo-
riang of the Bibls told the truth as to the facts of the book, or
thoy lied." The latter sounds liko a truism, as self evident, but
is very far from being s0. This story has been handed down to
down to us through a long period of time, it has necessarily
passed through a great number of bands, was lost and re-written,
Men may bavo written what thoy believed to bo true, and yet
have becn mistaken ; tho story, morcover, was not new, other
triboa beforo the timo of Moses baving had similiar traditions, and
no doubt the “ burning bush ” story is a mere copy of older tradi-
tions, It does not necessarily follow that because a writer tolls
what is not truo that he i8 guilty of lying. To lio is to assert
that which wo Znow to bo false, wo would no more think of
aocusing the Old Testumont writers of uttoring a falschood than
wo would accuss tho poor ignorant devoteos at tho shrine of
“Our Lady of Lourdes” of tho samo thing. In an ancient city
threo thousand tablets were erectod in honor of the God Neptune,
So120 of thoes tablets are in axistence to-day, esch tablet tostify-
ing that it was erocted in honor of the God becauso of answer to
frayor. Did those threo thousand sailors lie? 0. is thero such a
God as Noptune$ Father Coghlan lecturing in Brooklyn on

“ Tenchors send by Christ,” suid :
by Christ but tho Catholic Church, which is the true churel,
God sent u miracle to cstabiish this fuct. St. Francis Xuavier
the prosonce of 5,000 poople, rised a dead wun to life {rom hie
gruve.” ‘There are scores of  miracles"—some of very recent
dato—attested by hundreds of witnesses, which wo know the Rev,
Mz, Dodd could only refuto by what he eays will not do in the
caso of Biblo miracles, namely, “attempted ridicwie” Why
believe the incrediblo stories regarding tho * burning bush ” whilo
wo refuse to boliove that miracles have been performed by * Our
Lady of Lourdes,” or through the agency of tha relics of tho lato
pope? Why beliove what we find written in a book as Mr.
Dodds says somo 3.300 years ago, and refuso to belicvo what is
gaid to have trunspired in our own generation and which havo an
hundred-fold more ovidenco to support them then has the
“ miraclos " of the Bible? Aro all the clorgy of the Chureh of
Rome, from tho Popo to the country cure, liara? They all assert
that miracles have boen and aro being performed almost daiiy.
Again, when Gresco lit the wholo world with the glory of her
civilization, whon her sons and ler daughters gave to the world
pootry, oratory and sculpture, which are models of excellency to
this day, the majority firmly believed in the Gods which wo now
call Mythe, “ Miracles” wore common and woro well attf ed.
Wore all these highly cultivated peopie liars, or wero they as wo
think our christian frieuds are to-day, blindly superstitious —mado
8o by ecarly education. Thero wore a fow “Atheists,” however,
even in ancient Grooce. Who wero right, th» many who believed ia
the “Gods" of Greocs, or tho fow who did not beliove? Spirituel-
ists by the thousand atlest having seen  spirit manifestations.”
Aro all Spiritualists liars, or aro thoy deceived? All theso may
bo true; tho “Gods™ of Grooco may still exist. “Mliracles”
may vet bo porformad through tho agercy of an under-garment
which belonged to the lato pope. ¢ Spirits”-may * manifest”
themselves, Mr. Dodd’s “ God” may exist, but surely if the
evidence is not sufficient to warrant belief in the existenco of the
“Gods” of Groeco, the “Spirit Mauifestations,” and the “Mir
acles ” of the Roman Church, all so well attested, wo cannot be
reasonably expected to beliove in the ¢ God ” of the bible, simply
bocauso Mr. Dodd says: <if ho docs not exist, somobody must
have led” It scoms to us that Mr. Dodd begs the whole
question when ho assumes tho bible w bo a veritablo record of
facts a8 an evidenco of tho oxistenco of & “God.” His argues in
a circle. * Tho bibla is truo bocauso God oxists, and God oxisis
bocauso the bible is true,” scems to bo his wholo argument. He
must excuso us if we treat such = contomptiblo argument with
contempt.

« Thero is no church establishied

———— P -———
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EDITORIAL NOTES AND NOTICES,

In Mrs. Slonker's arti.io on *Mythology » in last number of
JounsaAL, occurs sovoral orrors, which of courso was not in tho
“copy." Tor ¢“Polsin" read Peolion, for *“ Neptuno; thoso whose
aims aro hurled,” read Noptuno ; thou whose urms are hurled.

Any four of the small or one of the cabinet sizo phetographs
mentioned in numbors 11 and 12 of the Jounwvar, will be gent to
all who pay for the JourNAL for the second year, with arrears if
any, on ot beforo the 20th December, 1878.  Aftor that date we
shall not offer prepimuns of any kind.

A subseriber closes a friendly lottor to us with the followiug
beoediction : *And now by tho graco of our Liberality, Justico,
Charity, and love of Goodness, the Father of Happiness, and the
fellowship of the Highcest, most intelligent and Noblest Kumanity,
now and forever moro, Science and Progress, world without end,
amen,”

The failure of the Glasgow Bank last month startled the finan-
¢ial world. Its directors, managers and secretary, most of whom
are in duranco, were all prominent and active members of tho
christian church. That fact does nof show that the Christian
rcligion is false, but it shows that those who profess Christianity
and who may bo Christians, are not therefore necessarily good or
lionest mon.

Tho amount received, thus far, by Mr. Pringle toward tho costs
in his—really our—suit against the Town of Napance, is not
nearly sufficient. Mr. Pringle informs us that, besides the bill of
costs of nearly $600, » largo sum was expended by others during
the trial for which he is regpousible. The Liberals of Canada
should not allow him to suffer in poczket through his manly
defenco of their rights in the coarts.

Necessity may know but can oboy no law. "We do not willingly
8o often appeal to the Liberals of Canada for support, but necessity
compels Thoso who are in arrcars must remit at once, or we
will be com[ellad to place their accounts in hands for collection.
Wo would also urge all to renow as carly as possible, We will
ondeaver to make the Joumwat worthy the patronage of all
Liberals of whatover type, and we ask all to come to our aid.
Tho price is as low as such a papoer can be afforded at, and wo
hopo nono will feel too poor to spend one dollar for the Libersl
causo in Canada.

Woare in receipt of several copies of the Seymour Times, o
weekly paper, published at Soymour, Indiana. o find many
things in it which aro admirable, soveral of which wo copy in this
issue. It hasg lately come out with a new heading which is very
expressive, if not in tho vory best of taste. Brother Monroo uses
some words and phrases which might perhaps bo called * slang,”
and which to us verdant Canadians are more unintelligible than
Groek. On tho whole we like thoe Times. It is an outspoken
opponent of tho myths and fables of Christianity, and shows more
ability than most of our Iaberal excuanges.

It is with pleasuro that wo announco to our resders that cach
number of the JOURNAL will contain an article on tho relations

atler,

botween Capital and Labor from the pon of Mr. Phillips Thompson,
(“Jimuel Briggs") of tho Boston Zraveller. Mr. Thompson is
too well known to nced any commendation from us, and though
somo of our readers may not agroe with all of bis views, wo are
sure they will bo glad to hear all he has to say or: the subject.
His oponing article appears in this number. Wo have opoaed our
columns to those intorested in Labor Reform, and we enngratulato
thom that tho field has been taken by one so well ncquainted with
tho subject and so able to deal with it.

We have received the first numbor of a now weokly papor
published by Asa K. Butts, Now York, called Mfan. Each
number is to be accompanied by a supplement of eight pages, con-
taining ouo or move Scientific loctures dolivered gomo ycars ago
in Manchester, England, by some of the leading Scientiats. Both
Afan and the supploment will bo sent to subscribers at the very
low prico of $1.00 a year, or Afan alone at 50 cents when in clubs
of four. The new aspirant for public fevor is very radical on all
the questions of the age, social, political and roligious, 'We wish
Afan success but do not see how success can bo attained at the
price.

Several clergyman in this city proached sermons against Infi-
delity on the ovening of Sunday the 17th inst; among them tho
Rev. Mr. Rainsford of St. James' Cathedral.  Speaking of
Materialists ho acknowledged that they were men of high aims
and purposes, men who were atriving to be good and to do good
because it g good and not from any hope of reward hese or here-
AMr. Rainsford bowailed the want of hopo in these men,
and pointed to tho hope of the Christian ag an incentive to be and
do good, inferring that at least somo of them could not do right
without such an incentive. How infinitely better these Material-
ists must be than such Christians. One doiug good without the
offer of a bribe, the other requiring promises of reward to iaduceo
them to do right.

Last month the Ontario Christian Conference met in this city.
A Rov. Mr. Donavan was chosen to read a paper on the subject
« Christ in us and we in Christ.” At tho conclusion of the paper
tho Rev. Mr. Potts strongly objected to the doctrine advocated,
and was rowarded with cheors and hisses. Mr. Donavan replied
and was rowarded in & similar manner. Rov. Dr. Mackay, the
chairman, finally restored order by taking the platform himself
and speaking till tho adjournment for the day. The high sound-
ing mottos adopted by the Conference ‘“In essentinls unity;
in non-cssentials diversity ; in all things charity,” are as a
¢ Sounding brass and s tinkling cymbal. It is an ottompt to
harmonizo utterly discordant ideas. What one sect deems essen-
tial another deems non-essential, whai one considers as unimpor-
tant anothor considers “necessary to salvation.” Tho Rov. Dr.
Mackay of Hull, England, who acted as president of tho con-
forenco, startled his hearers by stating that “God had t.ed
Rationalism and failed, then Ritualism, and again failed.”
Wo would ask Mr. Mackay and his Christian admirors, if “God”
has tried several plans to save the world and failed, what suroty
havo wo that ho has hit upon tho right plan yot ¥ Jerc again wo
seo “brotherly love” exhibited. Sevoral correspondents of the
Globe and Mail and the editor of tho Canadian Spectator, tako the
Rov. Dr. to task, ono of them giving utteranco to the hope theé
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tho Dr. may nover visit Canada again, and tho Rev. Mr. Bray,
editor of tho Spectator, bluntly accuses him of boing profane.
The timo has not come when “the lion and the lamb shall
lio down togothor,”

Wo aro in recoipt of articles from “P. G. D.” on “The Re-
distribution of Woalth,” and Rov. J. H. Sanford, “Review o”
Coloman,” both too late for this number, Thoy will appearin
next number, as will also a solection from Mrs. Slenker's story in
the Zruth Seeker, * The Darwins,” whioch we believe Mr. Bennett
is to bring out in book form, and which should meot with a large
sale.

Our friend Mr. Underwood paid Toronto a visit and delivered
a courso of lcctures in Albert Hall, on tho Ist, 2nd and 3rd of
this month, on “The Fallacies of the Rev. Joseph Cook,” ¢ The
Influence of Christianity on Civilization,” and * What Liberalism
Offers in Place of Theology.” The firat two to moderate, and tho
last to a large audienco of cultivated people. They were all
mastorly efforts and wore heartily applauded. Miss Henriotta
Scadding presided at the piano and received desorved applause.
Miss Scadding is & general favorito among those who have the
pleasure of knowing her. 'Wo aro scrry that want of space pro-
vonts us from giving oven a synopsis of lectures. 3r. Underwood
was accompanied by Mrs, Underwood and Mr. Oharles Ellis of
Boston, and the latter briefly sddressed the audience after the
lectures. Mr. Ellis is a forcible and pleasing speaker, and
Liborals would do well to keep him continually in the lecture
field. His nddress is 8 Portland street, Boston, Mass. Mnr.
Underwood bocomes more popular in Canada every timo he favors
us with a visit, and the dsily papers, though ready enough to take
money for advertising his lectures, gave no report of thew. They
arg always on hand with roporters when somo Rev. comes from
the other side of the lino, and dish up to their readers the next
morning tho whole lecture, no matter how commonplace, silly, or
stalo it may be. American papers are far ahead of those in
Toronto in liberality. The most orthodox of tho secular press
there, report lectures by such men as Underwood, Ingersell and
Jamison.

Tho second Annual Congress of the National Ziberal Loague of
the United States meb in Syracuse last month, and, wo aro sorry
to say, resuited in division. Ono party, headed we believe by
Judge Hurlburt, left tho Congr. ssin consequenne of alleged bad
faith. For somo timo provious to the mecting of the Congress it
appeared evident thet the question of tho advocacy of « repeal” or
“roform” of what are known ag the “ Comstock laws” would be a
leading questi~n,  Mr. Abbott, of the Boston Jndex, President of
tho Loagua, with two or threo other dircctors, offered themselves
for ve-election provided the Clongress favored “ reform,” but not
ctherwige. The Congress mot, and after & good deal of discussion
decided to leavo the guestion over for nnother year. On tho after
noon of the same day officers for tho cnsuing year were olected,
and upon the ballots being counted it was found that Mr, Abbott
und the whole directorato vere defeated and replaced by thoso
favoring repeal. This action on tho part of tho majority the
Abbott party claims to bo a breach of faith, and the consequence
%as their withdrawal and the formation of a now League under
the name of tho National Liberal Loague of America. (Aro the

Daminion of Canada and Mexivo included in ¢ America?’) Weo
are sorry the division occurred. Wo ave of the opinion that Lib-
oralg cannot afford to divide their forces in the faco of an oner-
getic end unserupulous enemy. (We do not intend to be discour-
teoug, but wo know to our cost that Christians aro both energetic
and unserupulous toward skeptics.) Oun the question of tho cit-
culation of obsceno publications we are in entive accord with Mr,
Abbott, ang we would even give up some of the privileges which
tho citizens of a free country should enjoy to provent those who
would influenco the passsons and corrupt the morals of the young
for the purpose of gain from carrying out their base designs, but
wo fuil to sea that the election of Hon. Elisur Wright ss President
of tho League was in any manner furthering the designs of the
% gbscecity party.” Mr. Abbott says that ho was quite satisfied
that the question should stand without further action for another
year, as at the inauguration of tho Leaguo at Philadelphia in 1876
the principle of reform or modifieation 23 sgainst repeal was
gpecifically and unequivoczlly enunciated in their platform. If
80, why did DIr. Abbott in his “card” insist that action must bo
taken at tho Congress on psin of his withdrawal from candidature
for office? If ho was satisfied with the ¢declaration of princi-
ples” at Philudelphis in 1876, why did he demand that they be
reaffirmed 3 Wo do not re-enact a law to make it stronger, and
it weuld not make it stronger if wo did. On the other hand, we
do not think the majority used their power either wiscly or well.
Mr, Abbott bad beon tho soul of the movement at its commence-
ment and for the first two years of its existence. Tho Pni-
dency could not have been in better hands for the * third term.”
Whatevor his opinions were, they were undoubtediy honest, and
entitled to respectful consideration. He had done nothing to for-
feit tho reapect of Freethinkers, and, though we are democratio
enough to concede the right of tho majority to rule in such mat-
ters, we know that majorities are often wrong and the minority
right. Had this not beon true the carth would be fla%, and the
Roman Church still the mistress of vhe world. Wo wish both
Leagues success, but we fear thoy will share the fate of ““a house
divided against itself.”

‘Wo clip the following from the Boston Inuestigator :

To the Rov. Clark Braden, Fort Scott, Kanzas.—Sir: If B. F.
Underwood should do such a vile and ungentlemanly act as to
send us a printed civeular 8o outrageously personally abusive of
you a8 yours is of him, wo shoald frankly tell him that be must
soek somo other channei than the Jnuestigator through which to
pour his enmity or malice. And we now say the same to yod,
for if wo would not cllow a Liberal to slander = Christian, wo
shall most assuredly not permit a Christian to slander a Liberal
in our columns, For forty years wo have labored to make the
Investigalor a civil and respectable paper, and believing that to be
the right course, wo havo no disposition at this late day to trans-
form or “convert” it into the cart of a scavenger, not even to
pleaso a Christian. If you are anxious, as it seews you are, to
debate with dr. Underwood, he will probably accommmodate you
in that rospect, for wo don’t imagine that he is in the least afraid
of you, notwithstsnding your assertion to the contrary. But if
you “lay the flattering unction to your soul” that we are goiny to
allow you to slander him in the Jnvestigator, you ontircly mistake
its object and the manners of

Yours, with all the respect you deservo,
Tae Epiroz.

Wo aro also in recoipt of a printed circular from Mr. Braden
with request to publish, which we supposo is the samo referred to
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hy tho editor of the Tnvestiga‘er, and which wo caa only truthtully
charactorizo as infamors. The circular purports to be a challengo
to Mr. Undorwood to havo investigated bofore u committee cor-
tain charges affecting Bradon’s character. Braden makes all the
conditions for such investigation, and then chullenges Mr. Undor-
wood to bring forward his charges. Wo have no doabt other
culprits besido Braden would like to have the making of all tho
rules and mode of procedure of tho court before which they were
to bo tried. Brader shows the “ cloven foot” when ho makes tho
condition that *all documents shall be left in the hands of the
board of arbiters for futuru reference,” although one of his condi-
tions is, that “ the decision of the board shall bn final” If the
decision is to be final, what future rofoconce could tho * board”
make? Wo will inform tho public why Bradon wants all docu-
ments safely locked up. Mr. Underwood hes in his possession
lottors in Braden’s own writing which would blast the charucter
of any man who had a charvacter to lose. 1Mx. Bradon knows that
the decision of & board could casily be misrepresented or denied,
while the documents in Mr. Underwood's possessior are damning
evidenco againgt him nt all times and in all places, in Canada as
well ag in the United Stutes. We do not wonder that Mr. Bradon
would like to have them safoly shelved. The circular winds up
in such coarse, low and abusive opithets that if uttered in our
streots hia would be linble to arrest, thersfore wo will allow no
such language to appoar in our columns.

The Evolution for October was a good number. Besides Dr.
Cushing’s article on “Forco," in which he claims that all the forco
wo know of is resolved from tho one only foree, that of gravitation,
thero wos Mrs. Besant’s essay on “Natural and Rovealed Relig-
ion,” Mrs. Gile’s on “Prison Reform,” a selection vn “ Evolution
in  Fraunce,” Mr. Cooke's ¢ Evolution of Religion,” Mr, Havens’
“Native Races of North Amorica,” an editorinl on the signs of
the times, as seen in “ Significant Mectings,” &c., and anoiher
leader on tho “Substitutes for Religion” from which we make the
following extracts :

On the whole Prof. Smith secems to concede that a personal re-
ligion is ouly defensible in default of a better, and thus exists
only of necessity. Tallayrand, when appealed to that one must
live, replied that he did not seo the necessity, and this reply wo
must make to tho appeal that one must have a roligion. All that
woe can concede is that religion exists as a great force to the
mass sf mankind, and that it exists i.. defiance of reasons which
hus binding forco for a small minority. The question is whether
theso 1easons will ever come to have a binding forco for tho maj-
ority, and perhaps we are not too sanguine when we answer that
there will. For the mind of man is at tho samo time the result of
his invivonment, and the record of his experionce and impressions.
It is tho result of a growth which roveals itsalf by successive
changes. We havo been assured from timo to time in the past
that soeicty could not survive the changee that came upor it, and
thoy really scemed unsurmountable to many minds which retained
the pictures of a former condition too strongly. Such minds
must be broken and must perish, but before they succumb they
struggle. If, indeed, the clergy could bo induced to abandon their
offico on tho expulsion of their doctrines, the advisability of their
doingso might be discussed. But this is clearly impossible, and
if it weroe not, the “inventicn of a God” and a theological system
would bo entered upen, not by the enlightened, as Voltaire and

Prof. Swith rocommend, but by the vory classes thomsolves
who are accustomed to such institutions. Tho anxiety for the
condition of the people, without an orgunized systom of religion,
is thorofore entirely borrowod crouble. It is not entertained by
scionco because sho recognizes that the processes of mental growth
aro slow, and that it is impossible to shuke the peoplo by any sub-
don overthrow of tho theological argumont at »'\y given point.
She also entortains a difiarent estimate of the raoral status of the
people, and perhaps sees underlying proof that morality bas pro-
gressod independent of any particular systemn of religious belief,
and even in opposition to it. She treats religion, above all, as a
phenomena of the mind, intertwined with conduct and experionco,
and no more to be confounded with eitbor than the trellice is with
the plant which it supports. And she looks forward to the time
when the mind will not need such support, and contemplutes, not
only with calmness, but with joy, tho moment when the old and
infirm sceffolding will become unnecessary, and full away of its
own decay. For already the topmost branches of the tree of lite
aro moved by a purer atmosphero, and it is becoming thrifty
enough to stand alone and brave the winds of Heaven.

Addresses at the Wetking Convention: D, BDI. Bennett, N, Y. ;
price, $1.25 ; for sale at this office. This is a goodly octave of
about 400 pages, printed on good paper and every way well got
up. Woe bave road the volume, without availing ourselves ~f the
reviower’s recognized privilege to skip the pages that do not suit
his tasto, and we do not hesitate to recommend it, on the whole,
as full of sound and useful matter. The work will, Jor a time,
servo the purposo of a text-book to all earnest seekors aftor truth,
We say advisedly for a time, becauso there are not wanting rash
gasertions, peovish outcries, and frivolous veronrks thut further
thought and inquiry will cast aside. But, after eliminating all
objectionable matter, there remains a substantial body of well
digested thought which cannot fail both to cheer and guide the
candid inquirer. There aro about fifty soparate and distinct
articles, mostly under the head of addresses, and it is quito im-
possible, with the space at our command, to attempt an analysis
of the volume.

The largest and, in our opinion, the most valuable address is |
that given by the Hon. G. W. Julian, of Indiana. We had
already read this article in the North American Review and in the
Indez; but we were more than pleased to meet with it again,
Mz. Julian is not «o be looked on as an ordinary every-day writer.
Ho writes deop thought witn a clear and forciblo style that re-
minds us of tho mental vigor of J. S. Alill and the brilliznt
rhotoric of Macaulay. If any ono thinks we ure exaggerating or
“ drawing it ‘00 strong,” let him read the article for himsolf, and
wo venture to say that he will come to the same conclusion
as woe have arrived at. Mr. Julian’s address hasg for
its titlo, “Is tho Reformer Auny Lounger Neceded 7 and
it may bo said to bo a full and adequale commentary
on the words of the aforesaid J. 8. Mill. ¢ Wo ought
not to forget that there is an incessant and over-flowing curront
of humau affairs toward tho worse, consisting of all the follies, all
the vices, all the negligonces, indoltnces and sapinesses of man-
kind, let tho reader notico how MMl straina the Englisl lan-
guage to correspond with tho intensity of his ideas], which is ouly
controlled and kopt from swoeping all before it, by tho exertions
which somo persons constantly and others by fts, put forth in the
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diveotion of good and worthy objects.” To much tho same pur-
posn Dr. Arenold, of Rugby, the illustrious fathor of Mr. Matthow
Arnold, of the presont day, used to maintsin that Conservatism,
whother in morals or politics—in Church or State—was a poi-
potval absurdity. It would have beon all vory well, ho argued,
if Adam had lot tbings romaiu as thoy were, whon God pro-

nounced them * good ;” but when he and his unforcunate spouse
had to walk out of paradiso; Adam and all hig posteraty  do. |
sconding from him by ordinary generution,” had to commenco tho
struggle with ovil, which is not yet ended. Some of cur readers
way not liko the Doclor's way of putting it, aud, indeed, it does
seem queer lunguuge in those days, though it is little more than
thirty years eincs Arnold, who was regarded as a Radical, and so
escaped being mado a bishop, “ joined the mejority.” Bacon bas
tho same idea, and his language will nover become obsolote,
“Time is tho greatest innovator, and if time, of course, alter all
things to tho worse and wisdom and counsel shall not alter them
to the better, what shall ba the end

But wo have allowed ourselves to linger too long with Juliun,
although we willingly confoss that we cannot help udmiring and
losing him, because he nails his colors to the mast and gives us a
suro pledge that he will never deserve to be confounded ..ith
Julian the apostate.

Wo have another “ fion.” on the list, even Elizur Wright, who
gives no uncertain sound, and we look upon his name as a tower
of strength in the thickening struggle for liberty of thought anc
free spoech. The names of Profs. -Oliver and C. D. B. Mills and
that of James Parton shine throughout the volume ns stars of the
first magnitude, and there are many others, with whom wo less
warmly sympathize, but whom wo entirely respect. BMr. J. M.
Poebles strikes usas a man of raro good senso, albeit & Spiritual-
ist of the first water, and among the ladies we especially recom-
mend to the notice of our readers Ella E. Gibzon, who reviews
the character of J. C. with entiro f-eedom, indeed but not without
becoming respect. Altogether, this volume is well caleulated to
do good service, and we earnestly recommend it to public favor.

ACKNOWLEDGEMNT.

I beg to acknowledgo the raceipt of a contribution of §5 to-
wards the costs of the Narance “Town Hall Case” form Prof,
Goldwin Smith, M. 4, Toronto. In justico to Prof. Smith, I
publish tho following cxplanatory letter which accompanied his
contribution.

“Toroxto, Nov. 7th, 1878,

ALLEN PriNeGLE, Esq,, ’ dad

. Dear Str,—In regponse to your appeal, I onclose & contribu-
tion to your fund. Pleasc understand that it is a tributo paid by
& Christian to liberty of thought, not to any particalar opinion;
and that it implies no impeachmont of the conduct of the jud"esf

Yours Truly, °

G~vowiy Suira.”
Tn our strugglo for liberty of conscience and freedom of thought

and discussion, it is cortainly a source of the utmost gratification
and ocncouragomont to us to receive tho sympathy and material
aid of moen > high in litorature and philosophy, and standing so
high in the community morally and socially, as Prof, Goldwin
Smith, and some others whose sympathy and aid we have received.
Though theso gentlemon may differ from us widely on somo sub-
Jects, thoy no doubt cordially agreo with us on the subjoct of
libarty of thought and equul rights; and for their tanmble sym-

pathy wo tender out gratitade and sincere thanks.
I would also take this opportunity to acknowledge the oontri-

bution of I. T. Jones, Esq. of "I'oronto, und especially to thank
bim for his kind and mueunly lotter to My, Cooke in reforence to
the *“'Town Hull Case,” which awpeared in thoe Inst issue of the
JounsaL. Mr. Jones, who is8 woll known in our highest period-
ical litoraturo a8 ono of the ablest writers in Canadn, places us
undor obligations for his brave words m behalf of * freedom of
consoionce und liherty of thought and discussion.”

It affords me much pleasure to furthor acknowledgo in this
connection & contribution ol ten Qollurs towards the cosis, fiom
Lt. Col Griffiths of London, Ont., Commandant of * Dufferin
College,” who has also kindly permitted me to publish his pame,
and gays in u lotter ho “on’ rely sympathizes with ow pumtion.”
Col. Guiffiths is a valued contributor to this JounryaL,

ALLEN PRINGLE.

Selby, Nov,, 1878.

REV. JOSEPH COOK.

[The following letter was sent to the Daily Glole, but that
paper will publish nothing against the fullacies of Rov. Joseph.]

To the Editor of the Globe.

Dear Siv.—In the Daily Globs of 31st ult. I find a report cf
Rov. Joseph Cook’s answer to tho students of Knox College,
Toronto. It appears that Mr. Cook, at tho clese of his address,
invited the students to submit to bim written questions touching
any difficulties they had encouutored in their reading, and he
would try and * help them out of their difliculties.”

‘Thoe students scem to have cagerly embraced this opportunity,
and the questions propounded took a wide range.

Now,to a porson tolerably acqua’ted with our present scientific
and phijozophicx] literature some of the Rev. gendleman’s answors,
though ingenious, will appear not a little cxtraordinary—not to
soy crude ; while others furnish an excellent illustrticn of how
not to do 1. This vain strugglo of Theology with tho hard aund
stubbora facts of science and philosophy must have afforded rich
food for refiection tc tho critical and unbiased listoner.

Allow me to notico a point or two. Tho students put this
qunestion :—

“ By what arguments, in briof, would you refute the theory of
*hereditary beliefs’ by which materinlists account for man’s religious
convictions 7"

Mr. Cook’s answer i3 a curiogity in its way, and if the students
of Knox College felt the “difticulty” cleared up by suck an eluci-
dntion their doubts had not taken very deep root.  After telling
them that an axiom is as true in the Sun and the North Star as
it is hero on our earth(which the studonts will scarcely deny) Mr.
Cook procceded to define conscience, and in doing ro the Rev.
gentleman labored under the very sorious disadvantage of being
far behind the metaphysics of to-day. As a conveniont premise
from which to explain away a littlo difficulcy he gives us the cffete,
theological definition of conscicnce, with which no mental philo-
sopher of the present day would agree. Mr. Ccok tells us that
conscionce “ directly perceives right or wrong.” Now, this is sim-
ply absurd. “onscience, being non intelligont, “perceives” nothing,
“knows"” nothing. It belongs to the domain of emotion, not of
intellect, and henco, in itself, “knows” nothing. Conscienco is
perse a blind impulse. It simply desires or thirsts for the right,
but it is utterly incapable of deciding what ¢s right, or what is
wrong. The intellectual part of man decides this matter as well
asothors, and the nature of the decision will dopend upon various
circumstances and conditions, such es the degreo of mental culture
and dovelopement, tho character of the education, extornal cir-
cumstancos, etc. This notion that conscienco * perceives” right
and wrong, and “knows” right from wrong will not stand a mo-
ment's critical examination. It is in divect conflict with tho facts of
human experience. If conscienco wero an intelligent moral princi-
ple, pereoiving right and wrong and knowing oue from the otler,
it would bo an unerring guide for all, and would mako tho same
Jistinction between right and wrong in all persons,—would bo o
true, unfailing, unerring guido and monitor. But this is not the
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oasn. What ono man conscicatiously deows right anothor, equally
congcientious, deom wrong. If the hythrthesis that conscionco
“knows" right from wrong weru truo it would only bo necessary
to know that u givon person was counsciontious in any matter to
know that tho mattor was absolutoly and cssentially »ight. But
1 who light of history and human experience how ridiculous is
such a proposition! Why John Calvin may have been quite
conscientious in burning Sorvotus, but does this ago think tho act
was right! Tho English judges of a contury or two ago were no
doubt quito conscientious in condomning so-called witches to
doath, but does the conscience of tho 19th century sanction such
cruelty 3 Conacience is & variable quality, and the remarl that
“conscionces diffor” is but too true, The fact is, - nscionco porceives
nothing and knows nothing as botwoon the right and the wrong
of anything. It is a jfeeling for the right, which varies in
strongth in different individuals. If it is oonstitutionally strong
in a given subject every act of tho subject will bo passed upor by
the intellect as to wether it is right or wrong, and, as already
remarked, tbo nature of the verdict will depend upon various cir-
cumstances. If the fooling is constitutionally weak in a given sub-
ject tho right or wrong of his actis a minor consideration with
bim,

To tho scientific Evolutionist the origin of conscience and its
existence in men avd some of the higher snimals (in rudimentary
forw) is no mystery ; whilo the theologicul hypothesis is encom-
passed with difficulties and stultifics itself, inasmuch as it repres-
ents conscience a3 & “divine guide” and ““monitor” while we at
the same time seo that in many instances it is a very bad and un-
reliable guide.

Yours, ete.,
ALLEN PnisGLE.

Napanee, Nov., 1878,

THE DESFOTISM OF OCAPITAL.

BY PRILLIP8 THOMP3ON.

The FRECTHOGGET JOURNAL has done & good thing in inviting
communications on Labor Reform and kindred questions. If the
Liberal movement is to have pormanent vitality it must have a
widor scopo, than the presentation of anti-theological arguments
or even the constructive philosophy of Materialism. With tho
great majority of your readors theso are doubtless accopted con-
clusions. Thoy have seitled convictions in favor of soz.e phaso of
Infidelity, and the principal reison d'etre of & Freathought paper,
50 far as they are concerned, is to voico Liberal opinion upon cur
ront issues. Tho successful Liberal journal of tho future will be
that which dovotes the most of its attention to living topics—not,
of course, reglecting tho controversial olement, but relegating it
to a secondary position. No religious journal thinks it necessary
to bo continually geing over tho ground of the alleged ovidences
of Christianity. Thoey take it for granted that their readers are
with them on that point, and go ahead as exponents of orthodox
thought upon tho vital issues of the hour. It is not wise to bo
above learning from an oppunent. Wo knowr that tho whelo
didn't swallow Jonah, we all admit tho impossibility of (en.
Joshua’s interferenco with the heavenly Ltodics, and the question
which naturally arises is : ¢ Woll, if theso things are so, what of
it? What bearing have our views as Infidelsupon oar position as
citizens, upon tho laws present or proposed, upon institutions,
manners, theories, systems which concern our life here?’ Milk
for babes by all means, but more strong meat for those who have
attained their growth, and are anxious to do their part in the
world's great fiold of battlo. Excuso this extended prologue, but
it is s subject I have had on my mind for somo time,

¢ Labor Roform” is a phraso that inadequately expresses the
question, or rathor the cluster of questions, which, as any oue of
political forosight can see, are to be theissuo not only in Amorics,
but throughout the civilized world for many yecars to come.
¢ Labor Reform"” proper is only ono phase of the couflict between
the all but omipotent power of capital and the dopendenco of not

¢ labor” moroly, but all who do not [ossess wealth or influence.
And hero 1 would note what appears to bo tho remarkable short-
sightedness not only of tho “laborer,” as tho term is gonernlly
undorstood, but of those who by every intercat ought to rango
thomselves on his side in the strugglo, but who, either from con-
gidorations of * respectability,” fancied or tomporary intorost or
social prossure, are gonerally found on the sido of the monoy
power, I rcier to tie largo section that may bo briefly described
as the poor but cducated clags—the struggling profossional wmen,
journalists, achool toachers, mercantile employees, otc. Al theso
aro just as much intorested as the manual laborer in crushing the
power of capital. Unjust taxation favoring the rich presses every
bit as hardly on them a8 on tho workingman. They ave oxposed
to just as many slights and soubs from tho insolent, purse-proud
arrogance of tho wealtby. The moanness of the cmployer who
grinds tho faces of his laborers, and, taking advantago of hard
times, forces thom to accept tho lowest pittanco, does not stop
thero, It is folt as keonly by his clozks, Uook-keopers, and all
who havo tho misfortune to be at his mercy. Yot we continually
seo this educatod or, at &ll events, brain-working class licking the
hand that smites them, fawning and toadying to the man of dul-
lars, and affecting to regard with contempt those who, if they only
know it, aro fighting their buttle. Nor, on the other hand, aro
the workingmen entirely froe from blame in Lo matter. They
have done littlo or nothing to invite co-oporation of those who
aro not manual lavorers. Speaking generally, they are not dis-
posed o recognize such as ¢ workingmen,” claiming for t.het.nsol\.'cs
a monopoly of the title, Now tho point I wish to mako is this:
That all workers (2. ¢., those wko aro neither moneyed men nor
loafors) have a common interest in what, for want of a better
term, is called the cause of lshor. United they would be able,
under tho liboral franchiso of Uanads, and still more under tho
American system, to carry all bofore them., DBut so loug as the
only opposition comen from the wage-workers, Wall street and
the Rothschilds have it all their own way.

I am nlmost afraid to write the word “ Protection” for fear it
will place my paper uncer the ban as dealing witl party politics.
But I venture, premising that nothing is further from my inten.
tion than to say & word touching on present political issues. Tho
labor cause is cssentially that of the futuro. But about protec
tion. Take it as a fixed fact. It is so certainly in the Unitad
States, probably in Canada, I do not speak of it as desirable or
otherwise. Enough that it exists, and has beon granted in tho
interests of tho manufacturers. Does not this give an Immenso
loverago to the causo? How? Why, in that it discret}'lts a.nd
stamps as obsolete the doctrine of “‘supply and demand” which
has been continually adduced in answer to all claims on the part
of the laborer for legislative consideration. Labor Reformers
should be quic~ to occupy this vantage geund, If capital is to
bo protected, why not labor? To quote Adam S‘xmth tn the work-
ingman and prato of inexorable laws of nature in order to recon-
cile him to long hours and scanty pay while supporting heavy
tariffs that manufacturors may realize big dividends is tho gross-
ost inconsistency. Tho poorer classes, hand workers and brain
workers alike, have a right to demand tho extension of the prin-
ciplo of protection—of ¢ paternal government,” if you liko to call
it so——to ovory interest that suifers from unrestricted compotition.
If the law of the land is invoked to provent tho capitalist suffer-
ing from competition, there is no logical reasoa why the govorn-
mort should decline to interfere to prevent ovgrnized wealth tak-
ing undue advantage of prostrate labor and restrict # : inordinato
selfishness of tho money power. The devilish doctrine of freo
compotition—tho gospel of grab and greod—urnder which ono
man meaner and moro sordid than his fellows becomes & Vander-
bilt or a Stowart, whilo the lives of a thousard are a gontmual
strugglo for existenco—has been formally and cmphatically de-
nounced in one dopartment of legislation, that relating to foroign
commerce. Tke decision of both tho American and Canadian
people on this queston right in the tecth of the teachings of tho
political economists canrot fail to weaken.tho hold.of the entire
system upon which modern trade and industry is orgenized.
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“Latsges faire” ua tho motto of government in America is doomed.
1t is for tho laborer—the non-capitulist—to demand and through
tho ballot-box to insist that government intervention shall not bo
cno-sided in its application, but shall striko at natwvoe as well as
foroign monopolies and oppress-uns, equalizing as far as may bo
tho conditions of existence,

The measure most urgently domanded throughout the civilized
wo.ld at presont as a means of eurbing the insonsate and inhuman
groed of the money kings i» o gradunted income tax, sparing t* s
small incomes, say up to 81,000, fulling lightly upon tho class
immesiatoly above these in the seale, and increasing in its pea-
centage as the incomo vises until the maximum amount which any
ono man shall bo permitted to receive annually is reached, when
all above that figure shall be taken. ‘There is ro right nor justice
in noy man being permitted to accumnlato—likethe IntoCornelius
Varderbilt, of infamous meme: y~ninety million dollars, whilo
tons of thousanca of his countrymen want tho necessaries of life.
These accumulationg of immense fortunes by stock gambhng, ring
swindles, and legisiative trickory are the monster abuse of the
age. The propositior #» arngh this giant ovil by a graduated tax
raises a shrick of alurm trom the hireling press, from the vonal
political economists, from the hired pulpiteers of tho Beccher, Joo
Cook und Talmage stemp, the 3200-a-lecture men, who are owned
hody and soul by tho moneyed intevest. ¢ Would you rob honest
industry and solf-denial of their legitimate roward?’ they ask
Tho question is too absurd for serious veply. As well talk of the
“honest industry"” of Boss Tweed, the “scif-denial” of S. Angler
Chace. The immense fortunes of the Wall Street magnates—tho
Tom Scotts and Jay Goulds—have not beca achioved by honest

“industry or frugality, unless in the senso that gambling with
marked cards is un honest industry, and nobody knows it better
than thoir hired advocates. Dut evon were it otherwise, society
has always the right of solf-protection—the suprome and inalien-
able duty to povide for the greatest good to the greatest number.
Allowing that a fow may have heaped up their millions by honest
meanne»3 and miserly self-denial, the stats has surcly a right to
say : “ Your wealth in the presence of surrounding misery isa
danger to the community. It is only by meansof the social
organization into which you were bdrn that you have been en-
abled to acquire. You did not make the channels of commesco,
organize socinl order, create the demand for youe commoditics.
You found theso ready to your hands, provided by us. You have
acquired an ample fortuno, Every addition to it readers the
struggle harder, the burden heavier upon others who equally de-
serve our considoration, Be content with what you have. Thus
far Lut no further. If you choose to make further exertion the
surplus shall be for the public beaefit.” The day is aasuredly not
far distant when the non-capitalists every where will recogmizo the
necessity of this check upon unbounded competition and its nat-
tural result—wealth, in the words of Dr. Jobnson, “beyond the
dreams of avarice,” surrounded by squalid, hopeless, degraded
poverty, with au ever-widoning gulf botween—tho ono ostenta-
tious, insolent, oppressive, and overbearing ; the other by turns
servile and crouching, sullen and desperate. To this cowplexion
it must come at last.

Boston, Masg., Nov. 10.

S ———

The Yen Times Ten Hundred Millionth Failure.

Wo don't seo that any “truo boliever” is set back nany by the
ridiculous failure of legalized prayer to put anend to the southern
plaguo, No ono scems to bo ashamed of such folly and failure.
No complaint goes from tho pulpit to the Lord for his desfness ¢r
indifforence. No apolagy is made for tho Lord’s failure or refusal
to stop the fover at tho suggestions orofficial prayers of Uncle
Jimmy and R. M. Bishop and their people.  Praying people still
keop on praying, while their Lovd paysno more heed to them
than would an Egyptian mummy. The plague hai gons right
along about its business, getling worso and worse, under natural
laws. Where is this God that he will not or cannot hear and

—

heed the prayers officially addressed to him? And doss it not
look slightly ridiculous fo: big, stout, full.grown men to still kneel
and keep on praying to and beaceching an imaginery power to in-
torfore in the aftuirs of the world, and to roverse the laws <F
nature after so many signal failureat Isn't it about time for men
to ba men, and to fall back upon their manhood ? Is thore « gensi-
ble man now living who has tho very least speck of faith in the
oflicacy of prayer? Is hiero & man protending to be sane that
will say ho believes that prayor addressed to & supposed ruler of
tho universe is ovor answered i Is thero a sane mun who can
point to an iustunce where the natural ordev of ovents was re-
vorsed by prayor? Let us come down to renson. Let us put
trust in  honest manly exertion in the light of ecperierco anil
scienco to avort plague, famine and other dissstor. Lot uw'be
mon and depend upon our own oxortious. Let us no longer ba
groveling claves to tho fearengendorad creatures of our imagin-
ations. Let usat once aund forever lay aside our reverence for
and d- pendencs upon the myths, the gods, the creators aund the
saviors born of man's ignorance and fears. Lot us put faith in
the tangible, tho obvious, and be donoe with the creations of fancy
and fiction.—Seymour Weckly Times.

REV. MR. BRAY I “ CANADIA’y ... "JTATOR.”

Poor Mr, Tulmiarse is in a chrunie state of biysterics. He told
tho people last Sunday that he had recently « explored the slimo
pits of New York” in the name of the Lord, and took the devil
as his advertising agent, who did the work *freo gmatis for ny-
thing.” Evidently Mr. Talmage belioves in making use of all hig
friends. It was too bad thuugh for bim io try and ruin the repu-
tation of our Canadian G. T. R. as he did, saying that certain
persons had “the money to buy a ticket on the Grand Trunk
Railway to Hell : and that train makes no stop till it comes to
the grand smash-up.” I think tho public should see that Mr
Hickson takes off that train, and closes that station, now that
Mr. Talmage has make known the evil.

But Mr. Talmage is quite ignorant of London “slime pits,” ar
evinced by cno of his meditations. Ho said ia Ins sermon :—
“But I nlso thought all this glitter is but a miserable imitation of
foroigm dissipation. In London they have the ‘A-gyll Rooms,’
the ‘Cremornoe,’ and the ¢ Strand.’” Now ¢ Cremnorne” has been
olosed about thres years— the “Argyll Roeoms” were shutup moze
than o month ago tho license having been refused by the Middle-
sex Magistrates-—and the “Strand”—well, that is still oper ; but
then the “Strand” i3 a atreet, about <ne mile in lenygth, and thoro
is no particular need for closing it. Cremorno still existaus a
garden, but ic is so proper and prosy that I question if Ay, Tal-
mago would care to visit it now.

On the wholo, such preaching as Mr. Talmnage indulges in about
“the slime-pits of Now York” is calculated to do moro harm than
good. It excites curiosity, and the curious will seek gratificution
Many will go to these places to see “if Mr, Talmage is right
others will go just to prove that he is wrong; and some
will go us he went, to get, or make, a sensation. If Mr. Talmago
by goiug into the midst of mora impurity could save the people
who are impure—if he could preach in “the slimo-pits” onv could
see that good might be affected ; but Mr. Talmage only spreads
the disease, He is like & man who goes into a swall-pox hospital
to seo how the poor people suilor, and then como out to go into
healthy homes and tell what ho has seon.  The people who hoar
8. Talmage on Sunday morning are not the people whom he saw
wallowing in tho “slime” on Saturday night : and oven if they
ware thoro is nothing in what he says to inlduce them to give up
the ways of sin They knew what those **Hells” ave better than
any preachor can tell thom ; and those who do not know what
they aro will be nono the better for enlightenxont on tho cub-
ject

What can be tho matter with the Montreal Witness? I pointod
out tho other day that it hed taken to wooping and wailing be.
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cauge “man has but one stomach,” and that ¢ his happiness, yea,
his mental and moral nature depends greatly upon it,” and hero it
ir again, of date Nov. 4th, groaning and moaning and saying :—

“The world has moved along long enough without discovering
that the mind cannot develope without the body any more than
ons side of a horse can move forward without tho other, or else
remain content with the Hudibrastic methad of using only one
spur, and that not too tenderly.”

Which side do you mean to “ remain conter. .” dear Wilness,
tho side that moves or ““the other?” And hero Ay in :—

“Tho mind is as much depcndunt on tho sto iach s tho print-
ing press is on the steam engine.”

And again it tells us “ that our power of observation,” “ of ap-
plying knowledge to the facts around us,” ** alertness in noticing
aud dealing with circumstances” are * processes of tho mind,”
“which are rather suppressed than otherwise by book learning,
but ave all drawn out by physical training.” I am not so much
alarmed at tho mental and more philoscpuy of the Witness, that
ulways was a bit particular; but the blank materinlism of the
thing troubles me. The WWitness has sent out a clergyman to
teach tho scienco of farming—and now, instead of weeping over
original and othersins, it is weeping for two stomachs, and »
gymnasiun. Kl tu, Brute.

T have been soundly and roundly rated for what is called my
“attack” upon Mr. Muckay, of Hull, England—who. at wbat
was named a Christian Conference, deciured that God had been
at ono tina a Rationalist, and failing in that had tried Ritaalism
28 a method of governing and saving tho world. 1 mado ne at-
tack, but simply rebuked the ignoraunco aud profanity that were
displayed.—Canadian Spectator, Nov. 9.

THE CLERGY.

Mr. John Morles, in tho last number of tho Contemporary fe
vinr, speaking of the clergy says: * You have se debilitated the
minds of men and women by your promises and yout drexms that
many a generation must come and go before Europe can throw off
tlo yoka of your superstition. But wo promise you that they
shall be gencrations of strenuous battle. ' Wo give you all the ad-
vantages that you can get from the sincerity and pious work of
tho good and siwplo among you. Wo give you all that the bad
among jou may get by rcsort to the poisoned wea,.0us of your
professions and its traditivns—its bribes to mentsl indolence, its
hypocritical affrctions in the pulpit, its tyranny m the closet, its
falsc spociousness in the world, its menace at the death bed—
with all these you may do your worst, and still humanity will cs-
cape you , s.dll the conscirnco of the race will risv away from yon,
still the growth of brighter ideals asd a nobler purpose will go on,
Ieasing cver and cver further behind them your dwarfed finality
and leaden, moveless stercolype.  Wo shall pass you on your
tlank , your ficreest darts will only spend themselves upon air.
Wo will not atteck vou as Voltaire did, we will ot exterminate
you, woshall explain yon. History will place cach dogma in its
class, above or below a hundred competing dogmasy, exactly as the
naturalist lassifies his specics.  From being a conviction, it will
siuk to a curiosity , from being the guide to millinns of human
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Jivos, it will dwindle down to a chapter in a book. As history \

cxplains your dogma, so scicnce will dry it up, tho conception of

law will silently make the conception of tho datly miracle of your i
aliers scem impossiblo, the mental climate will gradually deprive |

sour symbols of their nourishment, and men will leavs your
syalom, oot because they have cenfuted it, but because, like
watcheraft or astrology, it has ceased to interest them. Tho great
ship of your chnweh, once 8o stout and fair and well ladon with
good destinies, is bocomin a skeleton ship, it is a ghatom hulk,
with warped planks, and gou who work it are no more
than ghosts of Jdrad men, and at the hour when you seem to
havo roaclied tho tay, down your ship will sink to the lowsst
boltom, like lead or like stone.”

!
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MYTHOLOGICAL STORIES FOR THE YOUNG.

BY MRS, ELMINA D. SLENKER.

No. 7.—Pluo, or - Hades.

“ At hells dread mouth a thousand monsters wait ;
Grief weeps, aud Vengeanco bellows in the gate ;
Base Want, low Fear, and Famine's Juwless rage,
And pale Diseaso, and slow repining Age,
Fierce, formidable fiends, the portal keep ;
With Pain, Toil, Death, and Desath’s half brother, Sleep.
There Joys, embittered with Romorse, appear ;
Daughters of Guilt! here storms destructive War;
Mad Discord there, hor snaky tresses toro;
Here, stretched on iron beds, the Furies roar.”

Pluto or Hades, also called Dis, was the son of Saturn (Cronus)
and Rhea (Ops) and the brother of Jupiter and Neptune.  In the
division of the earth Pluto received as his share the lower or
nether-world—tho abode of tlhie shades. The nuwe Piuts weans
wealth, as mines within the earth produce precious metals—while
the name Hades denotes invisibility, signifying the nature of the
realin over which Pluto bore sway. Pluto also, according to
Homer, possessed = helmet forged by Vulean, which rendered its
wearer invisible, and this he lent to gods and men.

Pluto is described as being fiorco and inexorable, and was most
hated by mortals of all the gods. His realm was called Ercbus
(Darkneass}, and like tho present hell of Christians, it was repre-.
sented to bo down under the foundations of the earth ; but it was
the abode of the virtuous a8 woll as tho wicked. Good and bad,
old and young, high and low, all alike wandcred there *¢ convers-
ing ahout their former stato on carth,” and all were distressed and
unhappy, baving no strength of mind or body. “Some fow, ene-
mies of the gods, such as Sisyphus, Tityus, and T«ntalus are pun-
ished for theit crimes, but not apart from the st of the dead.
Nothing can be more gloomy and conifortless than the whole
aspect of Hades as pictured by Homer."—Anthon.

Immediately afier death Mercury conducts the soul down to
therealm of Pluts and delivers it o the care of Charon, who re-
ceives from the Shade a small piece of money (which is always
placed in the mouth of the deceased for this purpose) as his fare,
for which he feriics the spirit across tho river or Acherusian lako
which surrounds Hadces; they disembark on tho further bank, go
to the palace of Pluto, which is guarded by Cerberus, a dog with
throo heads and with serpents along his back. “ This monster
lay quirt, only gazing at those who entered, but if any turned
back end atterapted to cscapo ho flew out ot bis cavern and seizod
them. Tho dead wero brought before the tribanal of tho judges
Minos, Rodamanthus, and Excus, and wers doomed actording to
their works on carth.  The virtuous wero sent to a blissful region
called Elysinm, and tho wicked were consigned to tho endless tox
ments of an imioense and gloomy prison called Tartsrus, * which
wes surrounded by triple walls of solid brass, beneath which
rolled tho fiery wases of Phlegethon, and further on was-tho stag.
nant marsh of Cocytus.” This rgion also was watered by tho
river Styx (Drosd), whoso waters were inky black and prercing
cold  When there was any dispute on Qlynapus, Jupiter sent Ins
to {ill & cap with tho water of Styx and bring it thither, and on
this tho contending partics wore compelled to swear, and if any
swore falscly he was banishod nine yours {rom tho tabloot the
gods. The quicet, placid strcam of Letho (Oblivion) flowed throagh
tho fragrant valloys of Elysium, and “tho souls of tho good which
wero destined to animato other bodics on carth” drank from it o
“quafl oblivion of present bliss heforo departing to taste onco more
the bitterness of life bencath the san”  And somo of tho wicked,
after suffering punishment for a thonsand years, drank of Lethe,
forgot their misery, ard “were rorunvod by the gods w somo happy
siato of existenre.”  Tho entrance o tho infernal argion was called
Avernuy, and beforo it stood Discases, Old J\ge, Hunger, Disocord,
Faries (terriblo women with snakes for bair and whipe of soor
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pions in their hands), and & multitude of other frightfal forms.
Virgil thus describes tho horrid place as Eneas entors it

“ Now to the left Eneas darts his eyes
Where lofty walls with triple rampurts rise,
There rolls fierce Phlegethon, with thundering sound,
His broken rocks, and whirls his surges round ;
On mighty columns raised sublime are hung
Tho maesy gates, itnpenctrubly strong.
In vain would men, ir vain would gods cssay
To hew the beams of adumant away.
Here rose an iron tower ; before the gate
By night and day a watchful Fury sate,
The pale Tisiphone, a robe she wore
With all the pomp of horror, dyed in gore.
Hera the loud scourge, and londer voice of pain,
The crashing fetter, and the rattling chain,
Strike the great hero with the frightful sound,
The hoarso, rough, mingled din that thunders round.”
~Pitts' Virgil.
In ordinary life this deity and king of hell was called Pluto,
because pupils did not like to pronounce the name of Hades, just
as pious people now dislike to say “dovil.” Thus we sea all relig-
ions havea similerity in numerous respects.  Tho sacrifices offered
to Pluto and his wife Persephone copsisted of black she «, the
cypress, the Narcissus, and adiantbus, and the person who + Jered
the sacrifico had to turn away his face. ¢ The ensign of his
power was a staff, with which he drove the shades into the lower
world.” In works of art be resembles his brothers Jupiter and
* Neptune, oxcept that his hair falls over *°3 torchead and his ap-
ranco is dark and gloomy. Liko his brothers and all the gods
of whom wo havo record, be had his illicit loves, ono of whom
was a nymph, Mentha, whom his wife Proserpine (or Persephone,
as skio is also called) metamorphosed into the plant called mint.
Ho also Joved the ocean nympl Lence, and when sho died he
caused & tree, named for her, to spring up in the Elysian fields.
 Plato, the grisly god, who never spares,
Who fecls no merey, and who hears no prayers,
Taves dark and dreadful in deep hell's abodes,
And mortals hate him as tho worst of gods.”
—Pope’s Homer.
Saowville, Pulask: Co., Va., Nov. & 1878.

THE NAPANEE TOWN HALL CASE.

Mgz. Epiror,—Wo have for sometimoe intended to say a fow
words through tho Jouzwau in refforence to the Pringle vs.
Napance Town Hall case.  But tho pressure of farm work has
caused tho delay. In tho first placo we understand that 3ir.
Pringlo reated the Hull in tho samo way as any other party might
have rented 2t for any public purpose. Did it not thereforv for
tho time 1t was ronted bocome his own to usc as ho pleased, just
as much as lus own house orbis own horso} Wo uuderstand
this view of tho matter was entertaiued by the judge, 50 long as
bo did not uso it for aoy illegal puropse. But it appeared that
Mr. Pringlo was to Lavo opened tho dvor to Mr. Uuderwood, an
Infide} and a scaentific lecturer  The judgo thereforo decided that
thoso lectures were * against the interests of christiamity, and
therefore 1ilezal” and so he lost his case, and the usc of tho Hall.
Now 1f thaso lectures wero illegel, the loctuter should have boen
arrested and punishad according to law.  Itis well known that
fincs and imprnisonment way be iuflicted fur wiaking use of pro-
fano language. or working on Sunday , bLut is it known thata
toan may bo pumisbed for writing or reading an Ianfidel book,
throwing cut Infidel sentiments in converstaion, ¢. delivening In-
fidel lectures 1 Such undonutedly is the caso 'c tho ucaision in
this Town Hall cazc s well founded. IT tho law will allow men
to deprivo Mr. I'ringlo of tho use of his Hall becauso at was to bo

dovoted to & particular parpose, why not allow them w depnive .
him of lus houso it Lo was 2o uso it (or the zame purpeso? Or :
if tho opening of this Hall to Alr. Underwaod for tho utteranco -

of his honest convictions was a sufliciont reason in the eyes of the
luw for taking it from him, why might not his horses and
carringe bo takun from him if used in conveying Mr. Uuderwood
to an appointed lecture? Would not the use of either houso or
horse for such a purpose bo ““ against tho interestsof christianity”,
and therefore on the same priucipal would it not be perfectly
right to deprivo him of them? But if the reason for depriving
hin of the Hall is a good one, might he nut be deprived of his
liberty for the same reuson?  Why should he be allowed to go at
large, to talk his Infidel opinions? Is it not  ageinst the inter-
ests of Christianity 1"  The good folks at Napance, to be consist-
cnt should lynch bim and lock him up. They wight even go
further, and take away his life, und then defend themselves on
this ground, nawely, ** It is aguinst the interests of christianity”
that such a man should live. This arrument has been used for
hundreds of years. It has filled the .-quisitions, and tortured
and slain its tens of thousands, and ever  >w, it can in this so-
called enlightoned age, and in this Canadw o« oums, deprive a wan
of his legally obtainod property. How slow the world moves !
But, friends, never fear. This kind of injustice and oppression
will do more to open men's eyes thun the lectures of Mr. Under-
wood, iowever talented be way be. Persecution only helps for-
ward that which it tries to repress..
Innerkip, November 6th, 1878.
F. Mavcovry.

THE MOSAIC CGSMOGONY.

BY Q. W. GRIFFITHS.

(Continued. )

Dr. McCaul, in the “ Aids to Faith,"” takes two of tho essnys
which compose the volume, « The Mosaic Record of Creation” and
“ Prophecy.”

X have clsewhere adverted to the “firmanent,” » word which
has boen the subject of the keenest controversy. It is noticeablo
that theologians vchemently claim for it the meaning of an
¢ expanse,” while the “infidcls und heretics” interprot it in the
senso of a solid vault—* strong vault” is the term used by Mr.
Greg in bis «“ Creeds of Christendom.”

Dr. McCaul expends somo pages in tho endeasor to provo that
tho Hcbrows, notwithstanding tho prima fucie materialism of the
Mosaic dictior, bad in reality a fairly just conception of the
naturo of tho visible heavens. I tunk his instances am not with-
out considerable weight, Bu: we ourselves, many of us, know
what it is to have regarded “holy mysteries” with a dual vision.
On the sido of the intcllect with a smothered distrust, on tho sido
of tho emotions with simple, fatwons, unquestioning faith, Itis
difficult to a child’s mind to grasp the fact that thero is no top
and bottom, no up and down 1n space, and that the antipode. aro
not foet upwards. No man can really use his reason and belicvo
the confusion worse confounded, of tho Athanasian creed. But
tho nspects of all such questions are jumbled together in tho minds
of tho un-emancipated bty forco of the mental dualism.  Faith acts
as a narcotic on intellect, and the misdirected instincts of the
heart puralyzo tho bealthy action of the brain. Thus it is of no
material consequence whether tho Hebrews really believed in their
beart of hearts that tho sky «=s a solid azure vault studded with
spangles of gold, or whther thoy had & traer conception of its
nature. Thero 1s much evidence of the latter condition. Fow of
them probably could havd explained clearly what they really be
lieved Rut this much compels conviction. They were heavily
and grossly materinlistic, and what p.roperties of imagination they
possessed Ind downward rather than upward. Thero isa great
deal of cant and affectation in tho current assumption of the
grandenr of tho Helbrow poct.  Tuat ho Zas striking grandeur I
donot deny  But it is tho grandeur of tho bold and barren rocks
of tho degert, and infinitely infenor in exaltatinn of metaphor to
the spiritual deleacy of fancy of the modern. The wodern pott
by simile cxalts tho carthly to tho spiritual ; tho Hebrow drags
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down the heavenly to the grossest earth. The modern poet aims
at purity, or, at least, dolicucy of expression; no uncultured rus-
tic boor, or miner of the * Black Country,” is coarser than the
Hebrow. The result isa fullness of satisfection of the highest
instincts in the poot of to-duy ; a sonse of poverty and debasement
of expression in hin “of old time.”

Mark the infinite and oxquisito suggestiveness with which
Wordsworth puts siwploe woman's beauty en rapport with the
highest, broadest, purcst and loveliest aspects of nature:

“Her eyes as stars of twilight fair,

Like twilight, too, her dusky hair ;

But all things else about kerdrawn

From May t mo and the cheerful dawn,"”
and contrast it with thc gross and clumsy motaphors by which
the writer of Solomown's .ong endeavors to vonvey his ideas of the
same thing: * Thy hairis as a flock of goats that appear from
Mount Gilead ; thy teoth are like u flock of sheep that sre oven
shorn * ¥ ‘awhereof every one bears twins,; thy neck is like the
tower of David, * * whereon there hang a thousand bucklers;
* % ¥ thy txo breasts aro like two young roes,” &e, &c., ad
nanseum. Such a description as that in Genesie was doubtless
looked upon by tho Hedrews much as it has been by the orthodox
of all subsequent ages, 1. e., accepted as a matter of fact statement
~the scales of faith and submission being too tightly bandaged
over the mental oyes to admit a possibility of analysis. It isorly
in thess Intter days that the “ Religion of Braing"” has dared to
stand up in rebuke of the  Religion of Blood.”

(To be continued.)

Buot it is Murder, Nevertheless.

A 70 year 0ld woman named Flaberty was shot and killed, at
Alton, Ills, by & man numed Lowe, about 3 o'clock in the morn-
ing, Oct, 14th. Tho poor, half:starved old creaturs was stealing
potatoes from tho garden of Lowe's father. Tho law said it was
justifiable. This is “christian” law. Tho law of humanity pro-
nounces this act murder, and would have dealt out a far more
lenient punishment.  Xf the poor old woman had been approached
and rebuked—if Lowe had helpod ber to fill her basket and sent
Ler off with an admonition to como to him in daylight and ask
him for potatoes when next in need, tho old lady would have been
overwhelmed with gratitude and shame, she would have been
atill livieg, a fust iriend of Mr. Lowe's, she would nover bavo
stolen anything more, she wouldn't bo lying in her grave, and her
blood wouldn't be incarnading the hands and soul of Mr. Lowo
today, to-morrow and forever for bim, for peace can nover rest
in his bosom more. Tho dictates of o man's conscienco and the
religion of humanity forbids ono to bo so greav a stickler for his
“legal rights,” under our christian code, as to commit murder—
tho munder of a poor old starving woman—for so trivial an offenco
a8 invading hix patato patch for a2 few potatoes to appesse her
hunger and that of others depending on her for food, pechaps.—
Samour Weelly Times.

Wo bave added to our exchango list the Freernovenr Jorr-
¥iL, a monthly published at Tomnte, Ont., in fthe interest of the
Liberals. Itis odited by W. J. R. Hargrave, and numbers
awong its contributirs such writersas B. F. Underwood, Mrs,
Sara A. Tunerwood, Allen Pringle and cthers.  In our opinien,
itis tho nblest and most candid Liberal publication in the country,
Ridiculo is not one of its argaments ; ils tone is aiways respoctful
and earnest. It is wead Uy investigators everywhere, and wo oc-
czsionally natien inits columus o vesponsive article from somo
clergeman.  SLO0 A yoar; American currency taken at par.  Ad-
dress the editor, a8 above.—D¢ Ruyter Weekly Gleanier,

0 madnnas, to think uss of strongest wines
And strengest drinks our of - f support of health!
When God, with them forbiaden, made choier to rear
lis miglty champicn,*® sireng abhave compare,
Whoso drink was only fvm the liguid bhroek.

*Samson. —3lon.

DRBAUGHTS FROM RUNNING S8TREAMS.

The free man thinks of nothing le- than death; his wisdom
consists not in the meditation of death, but of life.—Spineza.

Aro wo not foolish in talking about preparing to die? Our
business is to live. He that is fit to livo and prepared to live is
fittest to die; i3 he not 7 To wear well the one suit is to prepare
well for the noxt. I amn sometimes disturbed by the canting
talk one hears about proparing to die. I want to live; for thoe
soul noever tells you or me that we shall die. 'The senses dio ; and
80 doath is an affair of the sonses—too sensual a matter for wise
naen to soncern themeelves much about.—Z%eodore Parker.

Intollectually speaking, a vory largo proportion of men never
attair maturity. Nonago is their final destiny ; and manhood,
in this respect, is for them a puro idea. A= regards moral devel-
opment—by which I mean tho whole system and economy of their
love and hatred, of their admirations and contewmpts, the total
organization of their pleasures aud pains—hardly any of our
specics ever attain manhood.—De Quincey.

The sermon by Dr. Bellows is described as particularly “lib-
eral,” the preacher maintaining that goodness is geodnecs mna
heathen ; that an Esquimaux would not bo turned out of heaven if
he were a good and religious man ; and that a truo and sincere
prayer, though offered to an idol, would go to the right place, for
the only God would take it. Tho discourse alarmed and shocked
the moro backward of the brethren, but the younger-hearted wore
not disturbed.—T/heodore Parker.

You have an alarm clock in your chimber 1t sounds its sig-
nal, and you are startled from your sl.mbers and rise up and go
about your work. But sowmo morning after the signal you sleep
on. The noxt morning it does not sound so clearly. If again you
heed ic not, it becomes still fuinter the next day, and at length it
has not even potency cnough to make you dream a dream. It is
just so with the alarm of conscience. If when it sounds we raise
ourselves and go about our work, it nover fails to waken us.  But
if wo do not heed it, it grows fainter and fainter, till, at length,
wo do not hear it at all.  We talk of the fierco bell of an accusing
conscicnco for tho inveterate sinner.  But the real horror of Ais
hell is that his conscience no longer accuccs him.—Chadcwck.

Tko wembers of any particular faith, howover suro that their
faith rests on aathority, nay, because they aro so cartan of this,
aro equelly sure that theirs is tho only one that docs, that every
other is a delusion or an imposture, a superstition ora¥raud. Each
roligion thinks the neighboring religion a lie. Tho European
smiles at tho monstrous mythologics which the Asiatic believes to
bo wall attested revelations from heaven. The Asiatic religions
hold ono ancther in derision.  The Christian calls Mahomet an
impostor, spoaks with opea scorn of tho Korun, and wonders how
any but children can receive the legends about vho prophet as

. true. Tho Protestant docs not tiro of making fun of the mum-

meziesof tho Church of Rome. The liberal Protestant regads
tho Evangelical system as a tissue of absunditics, with a goodly
sprinkling ! barbarities intermixed. Tho Christ of onc discred-
its the Christ of the next.  Tho philosephier diseredits the Christs
ot all, bolding that all are about cqually deluded, that the claim
to cortainty i1s without ovidence, that tho boasted authority is
imagivary.—Frothinyham, dutlevily and Religion, p. 6.

Bowaro of thoso who promise too frecly. Tho carnest doer is
chary of professions and promises, but labors to perform and to
accomplish. Promiso rarely and perform punctually.  ne brok-
en promise clings to 8 man’s character s & U2t and stain forever.

. Kerp, then, the meond-pages of thy lifo sacred to truth, hoaesty
{ and virtue and the rongue of slander will haveo no dread for thee,

whilo thy own consciensnoss of an unsullind namo will render you
proud and happy—Aafrs. B. D. Slenker,
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Tho man who intelligently renounces spiritual authority is
emancipated. His mind receives an impulso forward. Hoe is free
to scck truth in every direction, and able to recognizo it wherever
Lo finds it. He is not limitod to one view, or confined to one
hope, ar tied to one auswer to Lis questions, or shut up within a
narrow compass of inquiry,—but at liberty to seek in all quarters,
to knock at all doors, to ask of all teachers ; no doctrine being
branded for him with infamy, Lo deals justly with all, without
fear and without anger. The feehng of rebellion is taken out of
his heart, tho intellectual world, instead of being a realm of dark-
ness, dotted hero and thero with poicts of light, 1s & world of light
contrasted with the realm of ignoranco, which is dark, To him
all questions aro open questions ; open to answers from any direc-
tion. He can be fair to all opinions, generous to all teachers, just
to all creeds. He has no bigotry and no fanaticism. His fuith
is untainted with superstitions, his enthusiasm is nnalloyed with
partizanghip. Ho bas a welcoming word for all sincere inquirers,
and ho rojoices unteignedly at every increase in knowledge or re-
spect for knowledge. Ho is open-minded, which is another way
of saying he is accessible to wisdom.—Frothingham's Authority
and Religicn.

A rcal knowledgo of what aow is, and towards what things
soum to be tending, aro the best preveniatives of error, misfortane
aud fesr. Try to understand the world of which thou art a portion
and a part, leaving the uncertain, the speculative and the un-
knowable for timo to esplain and to sweep away into the great
vortex of unfulfilled dreams and vain, delusiveimaginations. Our
labors, bopes and desires should bo all concentrated upon the hero
aund the now.—Afrs. E. D Slenker.

Fancy mo going up to my pulpit as a beggar overy Sunday and
my people expecting valuo for their money out of my sermon.
Imagine their remarks at tho church door:  Not much them for
sixpence,” “ A very poor shilling’s worth,” and so forth.—J3fiss
Bradden's Opsn Verdict.

Thero aro few intelligent peoplo who do not outgrow their be-
lief in all religions by the timo they reach middle age, and becomeo
skeptical to that which does not look reasenable ; but as they get
well on down the hill of life’s declivity they becomo foebls
in body and mind, and forget much that lies between childhood
aad age, and they take up onco moro tho strong and incffuceablo
ideas and beliefs of their youth ard die good (1) christians, because
they aro afraid to go out into tho unknown dark without tho aid
of prayers and priests, which stand them in lieu of tho lullaby
aund the nurse which soothed them to sleep in their infancy , but
had they lised on 2 thonsand years, several har. . .ed of these years
would have been spent in investigating the real facts of nature
and they would thus becomo so thoroughly grounded in the actual
philosophy of things that they would just as soon go back to the
worship of sacred aniwmals, serpents, or gods of wood and stone, as
to the gods of Jewish or Hindoo bibles. itis only the few who
aro far-seeingand right-judging, who roach the goal of Atheistic,
scientific belief; and these chosen ones nover go back to myths,

no matter kow old, or foeble, or weak they bocome, bucruse their
gods aro dord, and the dead cannot be wado alive agein, nover ! |

nover ! ! never 1} \—2Mrs. E. D. Slenker.

Tho possibility of miracles is one thing, tho possibility of prov-
ing them another.  With such vic vs as theso objectors [Huxley,
Tyodall, &¢. entortain of tho constancy of nature, I confrss that
no tstimony, not oven tho writtez affidavit of a dvern witnesses
taken on tho spot, supposing that we had it, weuld suffico to con.
vince mo of tho trath of marvels occurring two thousand years ago,
of tho kind recounted in tho gospels. My Christian prepossessions
might indlino me to believa in them ; tho weight of ovidence
would not. No wiso defeader of the Christian cause, at the pre-
eat day, will rest bis pler on the issuc to which Paley commitied
its claime.  After all that hiblicat critics and antignarian rescarch
havo raked from tho dust of antiquity in proof of the genuinene

and anthenticity of tho booky of the Now Testament, credibility
still labers [whoso roadeth let him unZarstand )] with tho fact that

|
(
|

the rqes in which these books were received and put in circulation
was u.0 in which the science of criticism as developed by the
moderns—the scienco which scrutinizes statements, balances ovi-
dence for and against, and sifts the true from tho false—did not
oxist ; an age when a boundless credulity disposed men to believe
in wonders as readily as in ordinary events, requiring no strotiger
proof in the case of the former than suficient to cstablish the Jat-
ter, namely, hearsay and vulgar report ; an ago when literary hon-
esty was a virdue ajmost unknown, and when, consequently, lit-
crary forgeries were as common as genuine productions, and tran-
scribers of sacred books did not scruple to alter the toxt in the
interest of porsonal viows and doctrinal prepossessions.—&. .
Hedge's Ways of the Spirit.

Tho longer I live the more do I become satisfied that nothing
is 50 good for peoplo who are in deep troublo as real bard work—
work that not only occupies the bands, but tho brain; work on
which ono luvighes the best part of the hoart. I know it reguires
a great deal of resolution to break away from theapathy of a deep
sorrow or a heavy trouble and resolutely to put one’s hand to the
new or long disused plow; but the efforv once made, if there is
anything in the individual, he or she wiil nover turn back.
And after work, real work, work with the hands, head and hearl

—after this will come trust, -ud with tru.t will come peace.—
Widiam G. Eliot.

The word “ toleration” suffers a change of meaning in successive
times. To suffer an opposite scct to worshiy at all, to suffer your
religious opposite to live, was once the meaning of toleration,
But wo have wassed beyond that usage of tho term, and havo
como to a better age, when toleration means the extending toward
ono of difterent belief our friendship and all tho civilities of re-
Sued or Christian life. Not daring any wmore to put men to
death for their opinions, tho question remains as to how much ill
fecling we must suppress and sctual good will reveal. This is
the forin assumed by the question in our enlightened and free
country.~-David Swing's Sermons.

Whoever doos a noble deed, or gives utterance to a noble
thought, riscs, elevates and refines humanity. By associating
with the good and pure, wo invariably grow better and purer our
selves. By cultivating the beautiful and the artistic, we create
tida! waves of the westhetic which will flow from our own little
world into the worlds of thoso around us. Togive the lovely and
tho truo from the storchouse of our selfiood adds to the treasures
of our neighbor, and yet lessens not ouroxn.—Ars. E. D. Slenker.

THE DESTINY OF MAN.

Being conclusion of article on * Comparative Ev-lution of the
Locer Antmals and Man”

BY WILLIAM EMNETTE COLEMAN.

Tite DesTiy oF MaN.—~Through war in man of the-spiritual
against tho animal tho higher man is Lorn. Wlen wan looks
Nature steadily in the faco he pronounces her 3 scene of moral
disorder. When ho looks in on himself ho finds disorder them as
wall, but it does not typo the disorder without. Wheneo came
unto him the seawo of justico when thero scems no justice in
Naturel or pity when thero is no natural pity? or mercy when
Nature is not weifull cr whenco came into his mind that
dreadful word Qught, which Nature has nowhere gyllabled in the

! snimal mind! If he pronounce this a sceno of moral disonder,

his mind must picturo cver sgainst it an ideal stato of onder.
Wkenee came to him aspiration for such an ideal?  If ho hunreer
there is meat. I his soul hunger for righteousness, is there not
vighteonsness?  In this upwand looking of Man thor must be an

. answering fact. And in this upwand Jooking and upward striving,

Man is canobled.
To the colightened racos Scienco brings & gospal foll of hops
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and cheer, Man took this world when tenanted only by wild
weeds and wild heasts, and himgolf a wild man. At first he was
in the list of battle, the level antagonist of pard and panther.
Warring against tho besst he learned to subdue it. Taming the
beast, he found that he was taming the beast in himsalf. Gaining
dominion over nature, he was guining dowinion over the passions
of his own nature. At last, through friendly help of herds and
plunts, and elemonts tempered more kindly to his needs, he was
disenthralled, and from being a serf he became a creator. Tho
ascended vapor creates all the beauties of cloud and the burnished
glories of sunset. The ascending races of men will reach tho
corulenn heights and create n hoaven of earth. Already oar
hands are laid mightily on the earth and the olements. At our
bidding the floral world has put on richer hues and sweeter fra-
grance. At our bidding i3 the fragranco of flowers where flowers
arenot. Wo creata the odor of every flower that blooms save
only the jasmine. We make the luscious apple from the bitter
crab, and wo aro learning to make such compounds ns the apple
directly from the elements. Already we have created half the
organic compounds, and when we shall learn to create them all,
no victim will bleed Lo give ns meat.

We aro re-creating ourselves.  We have worked the downward
slant ont of the bodily eves, and we working it out of the spiritual
eve. Wo are still in tho making. Bohind us, unnnmbered ages
of preparation ; within us, unspeakable potencies; beforo us,—

“The highest mounted mind
Still sces the sacred morning spread,
The silont summits overhead.”
Fort Leavenworth, Kansax, U. S. A.
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Freethought Lectures
for 187S.

BY B. F. UNDERWOOD.

POSITIVE AND CONSTRUCTIVE LECTURES.

1. The demands of Liberalism,

2. The positive Side of Freethought.

3. Tho Genesis aud Nature of Rehigion
cor:sidered as an element of Human Na-
ture.

4. A Scientific and Philcsophical View
of Religions Revivals.

5. The Influenco of Christinrity on
Civilization,

6. The Triumpbs of Libeiralism,

7. What Liberalism offers as a Sub-
stitute for the Christian Theo.ogy.

8. A True Man Better than a True
Christian.

9. Judzaism and Christianity, Out-
growtbs of Pre-Existeat B sathenism,

10. Origin and History of tha Bible.
(From ono to six lectures.)

11. Buddha and Buddhism.

12, Ancient Egyyt: Hor Laws, Mor-
ality, and Religion.

13. The Theory of Evolution.

14. Darwinisw. Its Pricciples Stat-
ed and Defended.

15. Natwral Selection versus Design
in Nature.

16. TheThilosuphy of Herbert Spencer

17. Modern Scientific Materzahism.

18 Instinct and Intwmition - organized
experiences of the Race.

19. Woman : Her Past and Present,
Her Rights and Wrongs,

20. Paine; The Pioncer of Freethought
in America.

21. The French Rovolution : Its Cause
and Consequence.

CRITICAL LECTURES.
22, The Fallacies of Rev. Joseph Cook
regarding the FPersonality and Bemng of
God

23. Cook’s Criticism of Scientific Mat~
erialism Examined.

24. Why I am an Unbelicver.

95+ Christianity and Intollectusl Pro-

26. Thy Four Gospels Unhistorieal
and Unreliable.

27. The Evidences for the Divinity of
the Biblo Exawined.

28. Popular Assumptions Regarding
the Bible and Christianity.

29. Popular Objections to Infidelity
Answered.

30. The Crimes and Ciuclties of Catho-
lic ard Protestant Christianity.

5a. Biblo Prophecies Falsified by tho
Facts of History.

32. The Proofs of a Porsonal, Intelli-
gont Deity Examined.

83. The Pros and Cons of a Future
State.

For terms, &c., address

B. F. UNDERWGOD,
Thorndike, Mass,

AT LAST!

JUBT TIIE BOOK IHIE LIBERALS UAVE DEXN WANTING,

The Youth's Liberal Guide !

By Prof, A, M, Kotrixoxs, A, M,,
(Translatod from tho rovised German edition.)

A book for tho Moral Culture and Rellgious Eunlighten-
mont of Youth,
* Fathers | Mouthers i Let us live fur vur clutdren,”

PART FIRST.—dorar Cirirrre.
Section First.—Mlorals in Examples.

CunartiR First.— 1. Daties Towards Our-
selves. 11. Datics of Benevolence Towards our
Fellow-Creatures.

Cnarter Secoxv. —I. Privats Rights ond
Duties. II. Public Rights and Daties.
Sectivn  Second.—Doctrines of Daties and

Rights - in Questions and Answers.

INTRODUCTION.— Ciarter Finst.

Ethics.  (In the Stnicter Sensc.)~Duties
Towards OQurselves. (Personal Duties. )—
Speaial Dutics Towards Ourselves.—~Duties
Towards Qur Fellow-Creatures, (Dutics of
Beuevolence, ) Special Duties.

CUAPTER SECOND.~Doctrines of Justico (of
Duties of Rights, Resting on Reason and
Naturc. I Private Rights and Datics, 11.
Public Rights and Duties. (State Rights.)
PART SECOND.—RgLiGIors ENLIGHTEN-

MENT.
Secction First. —Outline of the History of the

Principal Religions.

CuarTek Finsi. Tho Relyions beforo the
Christian Era, and the Islam.

CHAPTER SECOND.— Christian Religion.—
1st Period.—(1-1024). From the foundation
of the Christian Religion until the time of the
Tnl usal Guvernment of the Fopes.  Fakr
SeouN 5. —{10241300). 3rd. Period.—(1300-
1518.) 4th Peried. —1518-1648.) Sth Penod.
—(1648-1789.) 6th Period.—)1789-1877.)

Section  Secund.—Biblical Narratives and
their Criticism.  Cuaprer TirsT. —Narra-
tives from the Old Testament. Cuarrer
SEcoND. — Narratives from the Now Testament

Section Third.—Visws of tho Universe from
tho standpoint of Modern Science. In ques-
tions and answers.

Nores.—Exocllent Contents Table.

Such is a brief outline of this much nooded work. Jt
is an Svo, and contains 314 pegos, phically, it is
e e
lﬁngle?o m.'ib', ? ldx:lgn;l}‘tﬂcn;lth:x and other socr
ctiosat y roduoed Tates.  Send for terms to clubs,

Libeial Parents! This Is Just the work you want for
your children. Sent S cont stamp for Catalogue of Booas,

Pamphicts, Pho cte,
Jt\i:dreu, togTars, B. C. WALKER
Lock Box B, Fiorence, Yowa.

T2 DOIT N ADSOLITION

A Crticism and Denunciation,
¥YROM THE LATEST

L.ondon Abridged Edition

Of this remarkable work, which bhas
created £o much excitement in England.

Tho original volume was issued by the
High Church authotities in England as a
guidance of the clergy in the confessional,
and for it plainness of langunge was
tabooed and expurgated.

Sent by mail on rocnipt of 25 cents, or
5 copiocs for onn dollar.

Freethought Publishing Co.,

BOSTON, MASS.
P. 0. Box 3530.

CASH WITH ALL ORDERS.

The Scientific American,
THIRTY.FOURTH YEAR.
Themost Popular Scientafio Paperin tho world,
anly 83.20 a year, including postage, week-
1y, 62 numbers a year, 4,00 bool pages.

Tho Scientific Awerican is a large first-class
weekly newspaper of sixteen pages, printed in
tho most beautiful style, profuscly iliustrated
with splendid cngravings, representing the
newest inventions and the most reccat ad-
vances in the arts and sciences ; including now
and interesting facts in agricnlture, horticult-
ure, ti ¢ home, health, medical progress, social
science, natural history, geology, astroacmy.
The most valuable practical papers, by emiv-
ont writers 1n all departments of ecience, will
Vo found in the Scientitic American,

Terms, $3.20 per year, $1.60 half year,
which includes postage.  Discount,to agents.
Single copies, ten cents, Sold by all news.
dealers.  Remit by postal order to Muxx &
Co., Publishers, 37 Park Row, New York._

PATENTS, Inconnection syith the Sc:pq-
tific American, Messrs Muxy & Co. are solici-
tors of American and Foreign patents, have
had 34 years experience, and now have the
largest cstablishment 1n the world. Patents
aro obtained on tho best ferms. A special
notice is mado 1n the Scientifc American of all
inventions patented throu[?Vh this agency, with
the namo ~nd residenco of tho patentee, By
the immeuse circulation thus given, public at-
tention is directed to the ments of the new
patent, and sales ur intruduction often easily
cifécted. .

Any person who has made a new discovery
or inventaion, can ascertamn, free of charge,
whether a patent can probably bo obtained,
by writing to tho undersigned. = Wo also acud
freo our d book about the patent laws,
E:\tcnts, caveats, trade-marks, their costs, and

ow procured, with hints for procuring ad-

vances on inventions.  Addreas tor the paper,
or concerning patents.

MUNN & CO,, 37 Park Row, New York.

Branch Offive, Cor. F & 7th Sis., Washing-
ton, D. C.

THBE
Physiologist &:Family Physician
“ An cxcellent mixteen pago monthly. Its
object is certamly a good ono, anu tho cntr-s

pnse Jesenves the sappurt of an approciati-e
public.”—TRUTIK SEERER.

* A harbinger of hcalth and happiness for
tho dwouschold, an cfficicnt prescher of the
righteousness of right living.”—Curistiax
CHAMPION.

* The necessity for auch a publication has
long Leen apparent to all interested in tho
wisc philanthropy that scoks the moral and
i)hysical regeneration of tho race.  The

Physivlogist inust and will bo the prophet
ricst of the future, commissioned by creative
ntelligence to revoal those laws which aro
wnttcn i tho vital structure of the human
organism.” —Titos, W. ORrGax, D. of ** Ltv-
186 Issop

I am delight*ed with the first number of
the Thysinlogist. It is all good, its matter
saricd, swausibic, instructive, valuable, just
what is neoded in every family “--Svsan H.
Wixes,

1t is a beautiful paper, a valaablo woman's
g:{)cr—so clean, so purcly white, and with a
delicato loveliness spread all overit. I amin
lovo with it, and ;mr\hcxy for it a great namo
and a world-wido fan..”"—MRs. . D.SLENKER.
Sutacription price, -« - . $1 50 per year.
Single copies, « - - - - 15cents.

Address,—

8ARA B. CHASE, AL, A.D.
56 West 23rd St., Now York,
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