Frrrow Moy,

TO THE

Labouring Poor of England.

VOUR fathers were free. The blood of many ages purchased the independence of Englishmen ; but rxrrience has taught us, that

it 1s not by war alone, that a nation may be enslaved,

Jenevolence itself

as assisted to vob the English

oor of their property and

personal freedom.  They had once cottages and gardens, with extensive rights of common, all over England : now they have lost their

all. mor can they regain possession of a single foot of land, whereon to erect a shed for independent residence. The ruined cott

ages of

therr tathers wre their's, only duning the pleasure of masters, theraselves at the will of others ; and the workhouse is the heartless abode
ot thousands, who have totled, and fought, and bled, for their country’s renown,

Labourers of England ! It is proper that these truths should be told ; and itis roper that you should know that one R1GUT remains,

by the exercise of wineh, you may beiter your condition, and rescue this, once

py land, from the degradation of pauperism, and the

scourge of oppression:—this s the RiGnT of petitioning the Legislature,—the birth-right of every British subject,

For two vears Lhave been teaching the people of my own parish, how te erercise this miGur, and they have twice exercised it, They
see clearly, that af the people of cvery parsh would follow their example, all that is wanted for the Poor would be obtained. [t is not
the tntercst or the wish of any one, that the Poor should be oppressed : but they are oppressed, and that grievously ; and all because they
Pettioning the legislature is the way, by which they must declare their wants,—petitionin

know not how to ~|n':||\ up for themselves,
by sgle parishes, all over England.

No person dare prevent the poorest man from doing this; and that it ;may be distinetly understood,

what should be asked tor, a Copy of the Petivion of the people of Wily is here printed. No person is so ignorant, buat he will understand

this, ater it has been read over two or three times; and when itis understood, all that need be done, is to write off, from theshort rorm
below, a Petinon, filhng up the blanks with the names of the particalar parish and county from which it is to be sent,

Lhere 1s no parish, but has some one or two Labourers who can read and write, and who will take the trouble of reading the Wily
Petition to their fellow lmmhinuers. who cannot do so; and, as to signing any Petition, a man's mark is as good as his name, written by

himselt at length.  Bae

wnting and bad spelling. have been declared by a very learned member of parliament, to be even more worthy

of notice than what is perfectly correct, which is very encouraging for the Poor to seek for what they want.
When the people of a parish set about petitioning, they should first desire the Heads of the parish—the clerzvman, farmers, &e. to join
them ; but on no account should they leave off, because of such people declining. | recommend this, only as a be coming compliment to

SUPETIors instation, not as absolutely necessary,
1s the peculiar b nefit of the Poor, not of the Rich.

Oune man’s name 1s as

selves; and upon their ownexertions alone, must the hope of success depend.

Every mewberof Parhiament is bound in duty to present respectful Petitions : but itwill be best for the people to chuse the member
for this purpose, most nearly conuected with the parish from whence any Petition is sent. | have given below, the form of a letter, in which
to inclose any Petition, when signed, to be directed 1o the member chosen to do the business. Members of Parliament pay no postage ivi
letters sent to them, nud»lellers coming from them are also free of expense; so that the cost of petitioning need not exceed a few pence,
for paper. It will be particularly necessary to keep copies of all the Patitions, with the names of those who sign them; as it would be

desirable to publish these all together, as soon as many parishes have petitioned ; so that every one may know
who are the people willing to join in the only peaceable way of procuring RELIEF TO THE POOR.

SuewrrH,

THAT on the 31st of May, 1315, a Petition from this
parish to your honourable House, was presented by P'aul
Methuen Esq. member for this ounty, on the subject of
the poor laws, to which your Petitoners beg leave again to
call the attention of your honourslie House.

That vour Petitioners understooq, that, at the close of the

last Session of Parliament, your homourshle House had
appointed u commiltee to take intoconsideration, this most
important subject, and your Petitiners would have looked
with coufidence towards the resat of such consideration,
had not a proposal been set forth, ly the mover of this mea-
sure, not only subversive of bop, but indicative of aa
intention and spirit absolutely aborrent 1o the minds of
your Petitioners,
" 1t was proposed in your honourale House, —not to better
the condition of the poor,--not to ghten the overburthened
wheels of industry, —not to rekinde the spint of indepen-
dence, nor to reciait the wasted srength of the labourers
of Fagland ; —it was proposed to blige them to pay four
pence, out of every ten shillings of their earnings, that they
who have hitherto paid poor rates may be eased of their
burden' When such a proposal hs beea made, and pati-
ently listened to,* in the Britwh Semte, under such circum-
stances as the present, it must be yigh time for every oue,
cven the lowed, to thmk for bimsel,—to doubt if selfishness
bias left, i the human breast, one park of benevolence, or
i any thing like reason 1s to dictat in the arrangements of
civil sociely,

Your Petitioners were taught t believe, that after the
strusgle of wac was at an end. platy would come hand 1o
hand with peace, to refresh the people, who had, with
unparalleled fortitude and subimssin, for upwards of twenty
vears of war, supported the measwes of their Government:
vour Petitioners have been dwappinted, —most grievously
disappointed : war had its horrors but the present pesceis
wmore hornble than war:—the peple in thousands stand
every where wle, famished, dejeced, and desperat-.

At such » period of disappointmen and gloom your Uetition-
ers would brudle in every wichnatio to reproach those, who
bave been the more immedinte iwate ments of brm%:ng down
upon the country 1ts load of calagity. Looking backward
they recogmize the people a. evey step, wentifying their
will with that of the Govervment fostening its ambition :
cheering its victonies . shanng its pimder.  Your Petitioners
wish to bury in oblivion, the follie and the crimes that are
passed they wish, now, that mot urgent necessity pro-
claims that something must be done that, that may be done,
which may not only be safe and hoonrable for the British
Government, but etlicient to the canfort and prospenity of
the people

Y our Petitioners cenceive that there exists no mystery, as
to the grand cause of the present detress,  Excessive taxa-
tion, for a long penod of years, las not only wasted the
productions of industry, but the hinding system bas regis-
tered the price of these wasted poductions, as a dtl_nl to
be discharged by industry, while ndustry, deprived of the
evcitements which extraordinary eircumstances afforded,
lhas ceased 1o be ab’s for such a Yischarge. Under these
changed cirenmstances, your Petitaners bave marked, for
the last three vears, a fatal blindnss to cousequences, and
Lave beheld with sorrow, principlesassumed and acted upon,
with a desizn to remedy impeading tvils, not only, of a nar-
row and selfish character, Lut papably inadequate to the
Your Petitioners coeive that the first step

end e view,

vhich should have been taken, aler peace deprived this
country of its monopoly of trade, and the peculiar incite-
woents to industry, created by aar and  extraerdinary

circumstances, was, to have withqrawn those taxe; which
most directly bear upon the necessaies and comforts of life,
and to have sulntituted n theirplace, taxes npon 10LE
proprerTyY and cREAT INCOME:accruing from the same,
Such measures would not only hate been politic und just
swmong s, but their adojpnion would at once have
evabled our mdustry to cope wity that of other nations,
and would have upheld that duedegree of confideuce in
substuntial stock, wnch was cleady wanted to mamtan a
balance agamst the dangerous nfluence of funded pro-
perty, te zecurily oes not rest on the suc-
cess of trade and wdustry, but n he power of taxation, and
whose pressure encreases as th: strength to bear it is
diminshed,

Your Petitioners hoped that tine and approaching ruin
would not only have opened the eyerof all tothe real sitaation
of aftairs, but have made it the trst duty of ministers, to
have declarca the truth, and to have quieted the public
wind, by an assurance of instanty altering the schame of
tavation With atmost dread, iowever, have they now heard
tie Roval specch proclaiming, that the evils, which assal
the conuntry, syrmg fram temponry canses, andd from the
transit war to peace.  Your Petitiovers deem it ther
st sacred duty to oppose such sentiments, to deprecate

h advice to tovalty, and to declare it to be the very
evtreme of wfatuation 1o rest under such unpressions
| momert, Yoor Petitioners being mostly labourers

{ poor wen, have comparatively Little mterest m the fate
A but as sincere frends to peace ana ;mn‘ order,

v see that which regelates all the comnercial
ns of men, snd which i necessary 1o gne excites
it 1o mdustry, hept in its proper plice; —they wish no
cr to see real property swallowed up and endanzered,
whose encrease, under existing circumstances,

individus

whose narncd

wm o

v a bubble,

most rapidly tend 1o explosion, and whese explosion can
leave nothing belind, but wretcheduess and woe, With a
hanze wthe scheme of tavation, your Petitioners have pur-,

suaded themselves. that certum preposals, if ldwm"
co-operate immediately to vevive the industry of the country,
and in & short time do away all necessity, both for poor laws
and poor rates,
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T — CHENCEI NG IO NI QI ———
To the Ilonourable the Commons of the United Kingdom of Great Britain, and Ircland, in Parliament assembled,
The hunble Petition of the undersigned Inhabitants, of the Parish of Wily, in the County of Wilts,

These proposals are:

1st.  That in every parish nol comprehended in, nor
containing a town of more than cvz thousand inhabitants,
Government shall take possession of one hundred acves of
land, being the nearest clear land to the respective
jorish-churches, and otherwise best suiting the purposes in
véew,

od.  That Government shall pay to the ownersof such land
ils faiv estimated value, vaising one Anlf of the whole means
for this purpose, by a rate similar lo a poor rate, only that
owners of property shall be asscssed instead of tenants,
these latter being obliged to pay legal interest to the former,
during the currency of existing leases, wpon the ameunt of
assessment raised from their respective holdings: the other
half of the whole means to be obtained by loan, so caleunlated,
: to be liguidated by rents and purchase-money, mentioned

low.

Srd. That eack hundred arres shall be divided into two
equal parts, as to extent, and in such a manner, as shall
best suit purposes in view*

4th. That one of these parts, in each parish, shall be
inclosed, and otherwise in the best manner improved, for
the purpose of a common pasture, to remain so for ever,

5th.  That the other holf shall be divided into half-acre
allotments, making one hundred allotments in cach parish.

Gth. That the rmnl inhabitants, male parishioners,
of such parishes, shall be allowed immediately to occupy the
alle ments, ene each ; the choice of allotments te proceed by
seniority.

7th. That where the present inhabitanis of parishes are
not sufficrently mumerous to occupy all the allotments of
their respective parishes, other persoms shall have a choice,
semiovity and proximity giving a preference, while emy al-
lotment remains unoccupied.

8th.  That each person, when he takes possession of an
allotment, shall thereby bind mmsel) to pay forty shillings
a year, as rent for the same ; end at all times (o keep it in
good gavden cultuve A peveom, thve paying vevt. shall be
stiled a parish-holder.

Oth, That as long as these condit: as are fulfilled, no
parish-helder shall be disturbed in, nor turned out of hus
allotment ; and at his death, his son may occupy in his
stead, if twenty-ome years of age: an elier son having a
priovity of choice to a younger son; and faling sons, the
cheice of eccupancy shall proceed te the nearest male relation,
before it falls to the publc,

10tA.  That as soon as any pavish-holier shall have pa:i
into a savings bank, to be for that purpose established by
Government, the sum of one hundred powunds, he shall have
a cottage built on his ollotment (o that value ; he having the
choice of a variety of plans for the construetion of the said
coltage.

1ith, That neither the money deposited in the bank for
the above purpose, mor the property of the coltage when
built, shall be attachable for debt ;: nor shall they apfect any
claim of parechial relief, due by existing laws. A person
when possessed of a coltage in this manner, shall be stiled a
cottage-holder. At his death, his cottage-hold shkall go to
the mearest heir-male, as in the ease of the pa-ish-kold, with
this diffirence, that the heir who takes possession shall pay
to velations, equally wear of kin with himself 10 the deceased.
male and female, or to the menrest ef kin female velation or
relations, if such there be, meaver than himself, to ihe ex-
clusion of others, G certain valwe for the cottage; and in
case mo heir takes posscsion te fulfil these terms, then they
may be fulfil'ed by ether persons who may desire possession,
and whese claim to possess, shall be reguiated by prorimity
and seniority : but if neither velations nor others <hall claim
possession, (hen the cottage-hold shall revert t xGeverynment,
from whom heivs shall receive the value of the collage, and
the cottage-hold shall be open to public purchase or exchange,

12th.  That as scen as a coltage-hol-er shall have had no
velief from the parish, for the space of two wears, he shall
be entitled to a vote in the parush, and have a right to pas-
ture a cow on the commex, fle shall be stiled a freeman,

13th.  That if a frieman shall throw himself for velief on
the pavish, he shall lose that designation, his right to vote,
and pasture ; wor shall he recover these, 4ill he has lived fire
years without parochial aid.

14th, Thet as soon as a freeman has paid into the bank
the sum o) sixty pounds, the same shull be received by
Government as purchasc-moncy for his allotment, shall free
him from che yearly payment of rent, and make him eligible
into parish-offices.  He shall be stiled a parish frecholder,
Succession to be regulated as above.

15th. That all sales and exchanges shall be made through
public medium ; and at once to facilitate and regulate these,
there shall be corresponding vegistries; parechial, district,
county and national,

1(:th. That no person whatever shall possess either in one
or more parishes, more than one holding, and no person
shall have a choice, nor be allowed to purchase under twen-
ty-one years of age; but am heir male shall be allowed, while
a minor, to hold possession, although he shall have no vote,
nor be eligibic te offices, till he come of age : provided alwoys,
that neme of the relutions, entitled as above to a share of the
vaiued property, become chargeable to the parish, “while
their share is unpaid, nor the heir himself, for in such cases
the hold: JA*I veveft to public possessioh, and the residue
only, if dny, O the value of the cottage and frechold, be
paid to the heir or heirs, after the parish charges for main-
temance, have besn deducted.
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at a petition, as aoother s; and in iy case, woat is sought for
It cannot be supposed, that the Rich will be so hearty in che cavse, as the Poor them«

how things progeed ; and

Robert Gourle ;y,

Deptford-Farm, 12thdMzrg’, 1817.

(5th February, 1817.)

Although your Petitioners frankly submit these Proposals
to the consideration of your honorable liouse, they do wot
press their adoption in the letter.  Your honorable House
miay see fit to modify the scheme.  The common pasture
muy be dispensed with, and the number of sllotments may
be wcreased, dimmished, or regulated, as circumstances
may require.  Your Petitioners chiefly insist that it is essen-
tial to the abolition of Pauperism in Eogland, hat sa
opportunity be affurded, for the labouring peaple to acyuire
property and personal frecdom ; both which they have lost
Wrough the operation of the poor laws, and which they
can never regain wnder existing circumstances, To afford
balf n acre of land to all who would require it, would
not occupy a hundredth part of the national territory; and
when it is considered that the poor vnce possessed many
houses and gardens n every parish, and en) over all
England extensive common rights, of which, in many
cases, they have been unjusly deprived, such restitution
wust seem far from extravagant or unieasonable.

Your Petitioners would desire your honorsble House
to consider, what universal contentment would instantly
ensue from the adoption of these proposals, or even of a
wodification of them: what a faud of empl it would
be created : how universally this would be diffused ; and
how long it would continue. Even the early production of
provisions to eke out the supply, before next harvest,
would be no small advantage, mn the t year of
scarcity, and would certainly be obmn«r;.:ﬂmdh( to
the poor, garden allotments of land, for indwidual cultiva-
tion and convenience. Your Petitioners deny what has
been asserted by some, that sach ar-angements in rural
econoiny, would stir up in the minds of the peopie a desire
for auy thing like a general agraran law, or that their
obtaining votes, would in any way endanger property.
Your Petitioners refer to America, where, in many parts,
the right of vete is equally shared among the rich and the
puor, without having caused tie least encroachment om
proper.y,

Your Petitioners, though they most esrnestly desire
to see a wise reform of Pariracent, do not wish the parsh
vole (v yualily Girectiy 10T PAFE.. e, EleCHUND, @il
they positively disclam and renounces what is commonly
understood by univemal suffrage.  They feel that the mass
of the people never could be cornpetent, sufficient|y
to estimate the comparative merits of persons aspiring
to « seat in parhament ; although they could well judge,
which of their fellow parishioners were wost worthy of
offices and trust within their respective parishes, and which
of them might be best qualified to act as parish deputies,
at district or county meetings, whether assembled for
par'amentary election or other business,

Your Petitioners therefore most earnestly entreat
tou! vour honoruble House will immediately withdraw
3ll taxes on MALT, SALT, SOAVF, CANDLES, LEA-
THLR, BRICKS and TILES; contract no more debt ;
pay all nativnal charges unprovided for, by an assess-
ment oa rents and mtesest of noney, i )
ratio of assessment vpon great itcomes derived from
the same —That, having done tis, your honorable
liouse will take into most seriots consideration the
above proposals; and particular! , that you will so
enact, that every British subje¢t, grown to man's
estute, shall have an opportunity of oceupying MLy
A% ACRE OF LAND forits valwe, whereon he may
etablish his freebeld : And your Petitioners shall ever
pray

Subscribed by ninetyseight persons,

| ——

Form of a short Petition,

To the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdor of
Great Britain, and Deland, 1 FParliament cssembled.
The humble Petition of the undervigned Inhabitants,
of the Parishof * ** ® inthe Countyof ** ***

SnewreiH,

That on the 28th of February, 1817, a Petition from the
parish of Wily, in the County of Wilts, was presented te, & Wl
received by, vour Honourable House.

That your Petitioners, being well acquainted, and agree-
ing n sentiment, with the whole tenor of that Petition,
beg leave to refer 10 the same ; and most earnestly entreat
that your Honourable House will withjraw all taxes on
MALT, SALT, SOAP, CANDLES, I SATHER, BRICKS, and
TILES, and, so cnact, that every Biitish subject may be
wllowed to occupy MALY AN ACKE OF LAND fof ils
value, whereon he may establish his freehold ;

And vour Petitioners shall ever pray,

| ———
Form of a Letter wherein to send the above.

Parish of ®* ®* *®* pear ***°

SIR
It will be obliging if you will present the inclose \
Petition, to the House of Commons, as $00n a3 your

convenience will permit; and when preseuted, favour e

with a letter, saving whether it hay been rtun‘.
For mysell and fellow Petitioner's, *
To * * * * Member of
Parhament for * ** * *

the .

qE

=15=]

as presented,

* These four words in Italics were expunged before the Petition

D151515161515151515151515151515151515151515151515151515151515151515151515151515151515151515]

[H. Gye, Printer, Bath )
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! Fervow Lano ‘ ¢
1T 5 upwards of five years tince the reverse print was first exhibited ; and, now, itismore worthy of consideration. You have here, in few words,

: the canse of public distres wnd @ care tor 1 you have here a cure for the greatest of national gvils, that which has sprang from the maladmustration of poor laws,
I The poor cannol be relieved from therr preseut bondage anless a portion of land is allowed them ; and here is a scheme by which this can be done satels and with
.

profit: they cannot be relicvea but by a tessening of therr pubhic burdens, and here is a mode by which these may be fairly lessened.  Had the prayer o1 the Wily
petition becn granted five yean ago, furmers would have feh little distress : manu acturers would have prospered ; labourers would bave had full employinen

During these five yenrs | have travelled tar wd seen mach, and satfered wach. My fate bas been singular. | have aimed at objects great and wood - | live never
forgotion the exuse of the Enzhnh poor: but ¢oery effort has failed—every spark of success has sank into darkness.  In Canada | saw room for mithons of people - |
desirend 1o open a passage thither tor the reaundant population of England: | desired to see 1that fine country improved by employing upon it our idbe lads: but
for this | was persecuted. and aiter hong twice tried and honerably acyuitied, was flung into jl and hanished withoat the seizblance of crime — Returmnz 1o Eng-
Fond, witer 14 months detention, by false airests and imprsonments, | tound my affairs, leit in the best possible order, in uiter confusion = 1 found my lease of Deptiond
farm, the best i Wiltshire, given avay tor norting @ | found my stock valued over at halt its worth ; and, that halt put into boud for the security of iy succesor -
1 found wyselt ruined ; and, that my owa attorney had induced we to seal my ruin.—Retarming 1o England, | found a provision for my children disputed at law - |
1wice hml]mlgnwm momy favour; but, now, the cause carned to the House of Peers, is bevond my reach, | have been netted i and m_»rrml by Lawyers on every
vide: | have been beset by government spres and shanderers: | have been weakened with inmumerable vexations: 1 have been oppressed in every vy 1 have lost
wy best tricuds by death, and others by desertion: nor is there solace but i the most perfect convicuon, that an evil intention never dwelt i my wind  that 1 have
uiiormiv wimed at objeets great and good. Lo the undst of accamulating misfortune | have attended in London during three session of Parhament. pleading for
Canada, for relief 10 the poor by emigration. and or my right as a Brtish subject.  In every thing | have ln-gn |!nsnnrm~l'ul. vet do not o ~parr,
| am now in poverty ; and these hands must adunnister 1oy necessities : unaccustomed 10 1ol 1 must begin in my ‘ﬁ.r.ly-til'lh Vear as
not despair . tor there is sl o darling hoge 1wy breast, that by per everance | may prove insteumental i accomplishing the greatest good. by uprooting parish
hondage and bettering the condition of Cuginh Libourers,  Being now one of them, they will believe me more sineere ; and, in utmost sinceriny I would beseech
them 1o trust chiefly 10 therr own virtuous etlorts, The rvich never will, generaliy, bestir themselves for the poor: they are natnrally seltish and wmust not I con
fided in.  The poor, and by suck mawe, alas! inust all fabourers now be ('-l“rd_iu this the weaithiest country of the world ——'he poor are e out of ten i eveny
conntry parish: why, then shonld they be afrnd Mllt'l.\. they need not despair. They requive wought but good azreement among themselves 1o accomplish therr
wishes : they have only 10 hold together, and thar canse w won,

Bad as tomes have been they will soon be worse,  Agricultural distress has not yet renched us height.  Farmers will yet have less and less money - Liboover.
will vet live less and less ¢ npiﬂ.\'nlr"!, Fhie paroal redaction of the salt, malt, and leather taxes, s all 100 late. and wall prove gquite ineflectual. Secing a eneis
approaching when poot-rates, and taves, and txilies, may require the whole produce of the land, legislators luve been devising methods to Jower the poor rates.
Last yenr M Searlett, 8 bearned lawyer. made proposals 1o this - Lut they were monstrous : they were put dovwn.  This year he renewedl his attempts: bat, happily,
with ws title snecess.  Now, another lawver. Mre Noun, has bad a bilt baid before Parliament : and this bill, printed. s recommended by a pamphler. 1t s aliogethe
detusion and dangerous delusion.  Mr Notan would puiish the idle: would disgrace them with badges ; and torce poor young men to serve in the militia as sabsti-
tutes for their wealthy neighbours, Merey upon us! whidher wul. not blind folks stray! what wrongtful expedients will not selfishness suggest! These lawyers have
ayes, but they see not. Lhe poor require only iy play: require '}ﬂly what is their own—their natural right, and then demands on the parish would be small
indeed :—then the rates wonld onty hase 1o naintaan such as are destiimte by extraordinary eanses.  There is no ditlicalty in determining what is the labourer's veght.
Sepipture teils us, that, “the labourcr v worthy of e hove ™ Ehen, what i his hive 2 Is it agallon loaf and sixpence per week ; or double, or treble that > ln Aweric
I found that a labourer could earn nearly 'A""N"" of wheat per day : but, there. clothing is expensive.  Here, where clothiug is cheap, a labourer conld carn half
bushel per day, but torforn laws, emigraion aws, ﬂ_l'd taxes on neces<aries.  Earning half » bushel of wheat per day, a labouser could house and clothe himself and
famidy © he conld educafe his children, and vojoy combort m hife ; but withont Retorm of Parliament no great good can be expected.  To this, then, all should ook
for this. then, all sh strive, wnd act wn concert  Hhe canse has been injured by orators and great irregular meetings—by passion and rioting. It could be won

by reason and parish 'i!imk"g—h_v the p«nrl.- of every parish petitioning llm'kin.i; unitormly and systematieally  The moplr should know their wants and be
bounded in their wistes§  ta STmerica every substantial householder has a vote. and that proves sutlicient for the security of . Labourers of England should not

grudge to work out their independence by the sweat of the race : and with halt « bushel of whet per day every laboarer could, in due tume, E(_msn himself of a freehold.

On the 25th of June, 1822, Mr Coke, oi Noroik, presented to the Hovse of Conunons a petition signed by me and 76 other parishioners of Wily, modifying
the terms of our former petiiion : requiring only a rood of land whereon 10 estabiish a freehold : for rent = 430 tor purchase ; and £50 for the erectionof a cotlage |
—requiring only 235 acres to be appropriated in each parish, at an average, for the comfort of the podr—not u 200th part of the Jand of the Kingdom.  This would do,
and with Parlimment retormed, this might be done. Be peaceabie then : be patient: be persevering, and never despair.  Be "hanktul for the present that you have
the * Little-all” —ihe * minimum of misery”—ihe gallon loat and sixpence n week.  This will keep us trom starving like the pood ot Ireland = this wili Keep us aljve for
systematic petitioning.  Events are working for good. aud will soon be propitious to the industrious man. Nest winter, when thausands and thonsands 1 every quarter
of the kingdom must be out of employment, it will be of the utinost eonsequence for the canse of the poor that they d.-nm_':n."lhﬂ)l.wl\ra well, and reteamn trom riot
and disorder —that they employ every etiort, which misery can strengthen, 10 push forward the cause of veform by systematic giitiomung—hy peaccably proclaming
the nature and extent of their wishes,  No fabourer is crushed as Tam @ ro one has so wmuch to endure; but D will patently endwe, and live, it possible, for the suke of
reform.  Out of adversity itself T shall recruit my hopes. 1 sliadl helieve that faie has brought we thus low, to be more deternined in the conse—io strugele tor lu-
hourers, hecause in doing so, I stroggle for myself. No great change in government—uo gre 1 national good, hias yet been obtamed but by force. 1t does not Lowever
follow that men may not suceeed by recson alone : and this we are bound, in duty, o acdhere to, while it is possibie.  How glorious would it be for Fuglishuen to
achieve this areatest trimnph '—reform without bloodshed,

T'he reverse print was published oniy a few weeks before my departure for America, from whenee T then expeeted to eturn in six months. Had | retormed
so soon | shonld have pushed on the practice of systematic petitioning.  Now that time has bheen lost, we should be more dilizat: time has been lost. bui experivnes
has been gained. 1 we have erred, let us err less in future s 10 we hace fanits, let us eorreet them. I Canada the peopie et pie by deputios i convention from hve
hundred miles distant, and much good might have heen done, had not the barbanan government made a law 10 pu down mectngs by deputy . We sladl here want
no such meetings ; and beroughmongers wiil not have tace 1o oppose parish petitioning.  We shall give them no exense: we shibl beware of sixeacts @ we shall endea-
vour 1o be wise as serpents and innocent as doves” W shaii beginin Wity © we shatl spread over Wilishire s we shall extent aur connection to evers commer of the
ishand : we shall do all in good order and peace: we shall suceced, for God will be with us. Yoo D atwe do all in good order and peace, God will he witl o,

Vellow labourers, be of good cheer.  With faith you shall be made teee, Remember that the tirst e of Chesianty. which now shines over the whole
carthe woas first Lt up in the cottage of a labourer: remcember that this Hame was first kept ative by a tew poor fishermen.  Fhey had tarth i the goocness of the
cruse—ia the parity of their designs ; and that <as sufficient. Hhave faids then, and you also shalt sacceed.  The poorof Englibd shall have cheir vigh
| shall have (/00 72 0e of which he is worthy.

, TORM OF AN ADDIESS

Born to atfluence,
w pauper of Walv, vet do
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—the labourer

1o his wost gracions Majesty, George the Vourth, S i o) the wnter Kiugaom of Greal Bratain ond Ireland, Defineer of the Faitl. §e. §e. §c
. MAay 1T rLEAse Your Maswsty @ )
4 . We th undersigned, parishioners of - in the County ¢/ ———— beg leave to appronch your Majesty with sentimeufs of pure loplty, and all duciespect.  Your Vajecty
an o no wrong, and may prozieic iafinite good,

With extreme sorrow we have seen for many years the Throne beset by weak and selfish men; and we have dire experience, that these men can Bar arbitrary sway ina parliament which

resonts bot a very simall portion nf)our Majosty's subjects. We have head it proolaimed by a British Miwister, that the corruption tf|»m\|u' entary cldtion was as cloar as the sun at noon: we

Leow that its halefol eficots have spread over the whole earth : and we feel it influence in the depuivation of every legitinate good. Under the infludee of corruption the poor are sacriticed

to the vich 3 and the et Lahorer toils only to pamper'the idle and the wicked :—Under its intluence meratity is put down, and the forms of religion anupheld only to cover depravity of the
st dve s—under its inlligonee every gift ot God is converted iuto a curse; and all nuture lies prostrate hefore the mammon of unrighteonsness.

I'o comect all this .;\il, there is but one thing wanted- a parliament fairly chosen by the great body of the people 5 and, by the principles which pleed your Majesty's family on the Thione

-
-

"y
t peopl: bhave a right to s dha |-:|rliu|..¢-m.
May it therefos Case your Majosty, having cummoncd parlianent, to comwand a billy laid before it. to be enacted into law, by which every shstantial honseholder may he entitled to
we i the choiee of mevpers of parlianont o and that all members of parliament may be chos w by equal vimbers of such hovseholders : or, by ot'trs regulurly appointed by them.  Yous
cannot Co e peeoorence Y pdoosatient to the royal command, when solicited by ‘the great majority ol your .\In_'v\!}'n loyal subjects.
[ ) ) , ‘

v e e FIS S —

l, N otie W Lot therd oany bav in this addy Noone will say that there can be any dithiculty for the peopie of one or more parishes. even every pavish in
e Kinedom. 1o draw oot dnd sicn ach an address, aned dn h_\ Post direeted to the Fhe Seevetavy of Stade for the Drpartmont, Hhatchall, Loudon, for pre
sentation 1o e Ring —Nd one wiil say that the prople sizotng such an address, Hiay not record in |niul that Ihv.\ have dons so, and exhibit their pames, that the

‘ proport: i ol therr wambe 1o thar of those not petitioning may be known —thus

v | Pari o of == in the County of — contains ~——— wdult Male Inhabitants, of whom the following have signed the Petition for Parliamentary Reporm
A, —~— B.
C. —— .
E. F.

What can be wore sunple, fair, or effeetive. than for the people all over the wingdom, thus to show their desire and their strength ?

] ' Surely, the most ignorant
man alive way see that suek a plan s safe, and allsutheient, it tollowed up by the people desirous of reform,

When in the United \u;a‘
1 heard from Fungland of the Wi
a contrast !

Wheo [ was in one of thestates of America, the peopl: met in their vocpecive pavishes, and in one day voted for 2 change of constitution
:uh\p(fd, withoot the smaliest bustlr or confusion. Then, agiio. & boavd from Bl
declared schome of proceeding—my fixed objact—any rationt! o of suceess

of America, 1 attended a meeting for pariiamentary election. The people met in a chureh, and were so quiet and ordeily, tha you might have heard & pin fall.  Scon after this,
iTe clection t—that it was scarcely safe to go abroad : that mobs of people armed with sticks and stoncs were every wher fighing with each other, and cudaugering life. W hat

: and the uew constitution, previously prepared, was forthwith

ndy thar a vast mu'titude of 40 or 50.000 people had assembled with flags wd emblems, to excite passion : but without any

' ; ©ove what was to be lcarned at the moment from Orators, who could not be l2ard by a fourth part of those assembled. W hat
another contrast ! The people at Manchester were indeod peaceable o hut were they wise and pradent?  Far from it.  They excited suspicions : they gave excuse, | do wot say good excuse, to violence and hlood.
ched: they awakened fear; and fear gave the word 1o massacre. S 100 pritioning can be conducted on rational grounds :

it can ascertain the will of th majority of the people, without atiording th
l slightest preten e for vielewt opposition : it can proceed with saf 1y 1 « o,
Iiis L4 years since 1 first recommended sy stematic peotin e i the poople of Fifeshire, and each sncceeding year has strengthened my belief in its practeability and effect—every year has encreased hope
that the tinie is approaching when the people will hold tog thor, a0 1. itly g obtain wiat is so muc, wanted for their common interect. It is seven year since | recommended this plan of proceeding to
Mr. Cobbett, the most active and persevering of public v riicr i b ilw gogd 3 very simple ;5 very fair; but demandiog to set it on foot more time and trouble than he could bestow.™  When we bave
l set ot on poot, will My, Cobbettasas Fe—will Mr. Hlunt wiii 1 2 RT M T \ with whics and radicals, all declarcd fricnds to reform, lay aside potty jeaousies, petty diffcrences of opinio and in every
pavisn t K and act like men 2—will tiey unite in oue good. / d e woof procecaing?  We shall see: we stiall at least set the plan on foot, and give wir opportanity for all to asict.  Good men wi
not despise the tair claims of the poor—will not witlihold as ut ol cnvy, or wdiflerence, or |-|ide. It is seven v ars sinee | declared, thar, fsociety must inprove from the bottom pwards ™ and vach suv-
ceeding year has strengthened thas opivion.  Wherever & v trne dody the old woddd or tie new, | have iovariably found that the poor wire more upright than tie rich—that
B i Lar virtee's heavealy roud,
ST cotios Teaves the palace fay bebing.”
i How much then is it to be desired that the poor should see = "ot thoy o iothy s know thoin strength @ combine their efforts 3 and pat all to proper use: not inmobs, to be infuriatod by cogues, weakened,
LA disunited, and foilcd ; but by mere printing—"by arderly peac Ol comnet wions from parish to parish. Ly such means only can they secure Roform of Porlimment @ and, by this alone s ey et quit of
corn laws, emigration laws, and 11ves on necessari s— by thas on'y van vvory nan expect to have, for its value, a rood of land whereon to ercet his frechold.*  Bitherto the vich have been ot the ©oad of reforms,
and thence these Lave been partial and too much iv favevr of the noh. W ihon e fore emanates from the poor, it will be equally for the good of all, and thea governaent will ipproach perfeciion,
[] Till Farliament meets the people should pention the Ring @ when met, they should petition Parliament also, to cxcite discussion and uphold patiiotic members @ still procecding <vetemanall til recordiog
“ opinions and names.  The landlods in Parliament ave now vipe tor ene grsnd and o ost vecessary move, The public are now well assured that chureh property is qublic property 3 and that its fee o o be made the
i maost of without jujustice to any individual, This point 1 stoutly naiat doreven vewrs ago it oand it is truly awn iv portant one. Church property with some other public property, well muanaged., it ot only
aflord a good preacher for every parishy but leave a huncied natlive s of pon v other useful purposes.  This suw, well managed, would maiotam ad wot ablo to maintam theneohves, bosides toag in every
l parish a good schoothouse. This hundred willions, put ro proper woo, woutd at cace e deve farmers and the country at laize—would supp'y the place of poorrates. Here, my fellow labourers, - wit jou can all
vnderstand ; and. vaderstanding this, your zval should e 1o The tree coorch—the chinreh of Christ, was vot founded on wealth : but on the rock of purity—=a vock which wealthy bishops | clled, U p
theny iy pocr £ llow labourers ! Be zealous: be - ead ¢ Lo peaceable @ he p eating, and never 1"-~|mir. Your cavse is infinitely more hopefu! now than it was five vears ago : yvourstrength is now g atly increased.,
Farmers, tiadesnen——=all, indeed, who live by prode eatd <Lilly Ave fast adding to the number of the poor. 1t is now the interest of all of these to join v systenatic petitioning for Reform of Paliasment
l They have been made to belieove that Peel’s bill is 110 caveo o distre -2 a0 owioehed detusion. The distress was severe two years before the il was framed, and its chi f causes pointod out it th pueagraph
of the Wil petitinn. Newoatioe auses, and the clamorrabiont toe oveell o BT among them, have given aid.  People have been made to believe that the iutceest of the National Debit shouid | owered—an
insidious and da gerous fallacy. 1t Would not ben £t the poor to have the nati ith vielated, or the f*ame of socicty hroken op.interests, an . rent juciuding ©thes, should equally bear the burdon of tanation,
while corn laws, vmigration laws, and taxes on nece wiics are withdrawn: but L iest step of ail shouid go to the right upplication of Cuvwen Provawry.  Up then and be doing, for your cause is ot once that of
virtue and necessity,
O v seven is wholly at vour own di poal. O Sen ool besides Cooending churchy you bave abundant time to promete the good cause.  On that day weizhbors can converse ou the sebject, while the
rore acti v irutn parisi to parish, conhiry ing those who to . ) TR T W Lo e ignorent=—explainiug how casy it would be for labourers (Among whom may be i luded farmers, vadesn &e,) 1o
carry all bhefo mi. were they to yoin henrt and hand inth vsten e petitioning. On Sunday, it should be more particulariy romembered, that suceess canonly be insured by stvict adborence m thought,
word, and cood, tothe rules of ( Lyistian moraiite. I the om 2 ob- ved, Sunday cannot possibly be better cmpiloy ¢ d. thar in pusking on the cause of peaccabie reform—the cause at ouee of vivtue and
necessity e Such a couversation as the follow v, coulio net i - - A. Wou'dit afford vouany comfort, to have a vood of laud for a garden? B. A great deal. AL Could vo il to pay 20s,
1 ayearforit: B, Yes; that L covid. A, Can you live coi'o Voo . et and Gl per week 2 B, You kuow | can’t. AL Could you live comfortably, if you had half a bushe! of daoy O
bravely, A. Do you know that that would he the rote of wage o ' weo envgration laws, and taxes on necessaries were abolished 2 B Duever theught of it before. A. Ttis never but we can have
little chance of such abolition, wules parliament is reformed. 1. ludecd ! AL Noyindeed @ buty te get parliament reformed would be an easy matter, if all labourers, who are nine £ nioy parish,
would benave as they ought—peaceably and steadily :—if they “ould petition the Ling and partiament regutarly, at least once a year, aud have their nowes printed o a hook, to <h o reogoiog on, and
how well they agreed among themselves.  Will you do this* 1%, Withall my hoart! AL Will vou promi<e on no account to be led intoriot - will ou never sulfer passion ta bea wway over fuct, but heop
coutinually ir your eye these rules which are clearly laid down in the zosp Dot Ebwill. AL If you had Lalf a bushel of wheat per day, o d yean wie and children i ke Pre gt tion Lor wir, would yea
b relii unf.Il claims on the parish, for the maintenance of children? B Most willingly, and forever. Ao Would you labowr as hard thew o voudenonw I B. Yes, hardor: 1 would be bo and willing, |
4 wouid do more for m,-clf, and more for the nation of course. A, Whnat a glovious change it would be! B, Glorious indeed ! A, Let us tii voady in the cause of reform @ lot us never f s by aho'ishing
. Coun Laws, Emicuirion Laws, adgd Taxes ox Necesspries, every industrious man would beable to carn HALE A BUS 1EL OF LAl “-‘.X'
| » 2 .
Septemiver 18238 4.7 ' 4’/”(\ 2 o . o nade ROBERT </OU RLAY.
i }’xwr-.ndd’tan;\'/ Ka ok ) o rnd z /MK / ¢ ?recoko A Q.
- * My wiea s that TV Mman nov o sion o1 2 house worth €20 siffuld have a votr o an -Zm-l)m- time 1 chall gi tasons for and wWhich Tam coufident will g2 spproveTof 2y 1 has io view 2 gecat
. i and positive impedovemut in the condition of sveiety at larg Do road ol lan Lis wecessary for those who bave yer to baikd; and for the roostablmbiment of indopencent pesdoncos i eonntey pariss
i +  lu a pampble entitled * R1Gur o COURCH PROPERTY stCURED ™ pul B s Batchelur, Printer, Loy w, Crown Street, Finsbury, London.
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