
TO THE

Labouring Poor of England.
I'll* of many ages purchased the tndeipurchased the independence of Englishmen , hut experience has taught ns, that 

Benevolence itself nas assisted to rob the English rot

Fellow M in,
Y Ol K fathers were free.

it is not by «nr alone, that a nation may In- enslavetl. Benevolence itself has assisted to rob the English Voor of their property and 
personal freedom. I liejr had once collages and gardens, with extensive rights of common, all over England : now they have lost their 
all nnr can they regain possession ot a single foot of land, whereon to erect a shed for independent residence. The ruined cottages of 
I heir lathers are t heir’s, only during the pleasure of masters, the'aselves at the will of others , and the workhouse is the heartless abode 
ot thousands, who have toiled, and fought, and hied, for their country's renown,

I altourer* ol England ! It is pro|ier that these truths should be told ; and it is proper that you should know that one right remains, 
by the exercise of w Inch, y ou may belter your condition, and rescue this, owM happy land, from the degradation of pauperism, and the 
scourge ot oppression .-—this is the right of petitioning the legislature,—the hirth-ughl of every British subject.

I or two tears I have been teaching the people of my own parish, horn te titrate tku right, and they have twice exercised it. They 
see clearly, that it the people ol every parish would follow their example, all that is wanted for the Poor would lie obtained. It is not 
I lie interi st or the wish ol any one, that tin Poor should he oppressed : hut they are oppressed, and that grievously ; and ail because they 
know not how to speak up l»r themselves. Petitioning the legislature is the war, by which they must declare their wants,—petitioning 
by tingle parishes, all ont l . light net No person dare prevent the poorest man from iloing this; and that it ,may be distinctly understood, 
« hat should he asked lor, a ( op y ol the Petition of the people of Y\ ilv is here printed. No person is so ignorant, but lie will understand 
this, utter it has been read ovei I wo or three times; and when it is understood, all that need be done, is to write otf, from the short form 
below. a Petition, Idling up the blanks w ith the names of I lie particular parish and county from which it is to be sent.

I here is no pari-h, hut has some one or tvvo I alunirent who can read and write, and who will lake the trouble of reading the Wily 
Petition to their fellow pai ishimiers. who cannot do so ; and, as to signing any Petition, a man's mark is as good as his name, written by 
himselt at length. Bail writing and bad spelling, have been declared by a very learned member of parliament, to be even more worthy 
of notice than vvliat is perfectly correct, « Inch is very encouraging for the Poor to seek for «bat they want.

\\ hen the people of a parish set about petitioning, they should first desire the Heads of the parish—the clergyman, farmers, jtc. to join 
them ; but on no account should they leave oti, liecause ol such people declining. I recommend this, only as a In coming compliment to 
superiors in station, not as absolutely necessary. One man’s name is as good at a petition, as another s ; and in mis case, w nat is sought lor 
is the peculiar Innefit of the Poor, not of the Hit It. it cannot he supposed, that the Rich will he so hearty in (he cause, as the Poor them, 
selves; and upon their own exertions alone, must the hope of success depend.

Every member of Parliament is bound in duty to present res|wctl"ul Petitions : but itw ill be best for the people to chose tlie member 
for this purpose, most nearly connected with the parish Iront whence any Petition is sent, I have given below, the farm of a letter, in winch 
to inclose any Petition, when signed, to be directed to the member chosen to do the business. Members of Parliament pay no postage fur 
letters sent to them, and letters coining from them are also free of expense ; so that the cost of petitioning need not exceed a lew pence, 
for paper. It w ill be particularly necessary to keep copia of all the Petitions, with the names of those who sign them ; a> it would be 
desirable to publish thesi all together, as soon as many parishes have |ielitioned ; so that every one may know how things proofed ; and 
who are the people willing to join in the only peaceable way of procuring RELIEF TO THE POOR, ,

Robert ft on rtf, y,
• * Deptford-Farm, Wtkihfgn 1817.
—aoocoooco —■

To the Honour able the Cummins of the United Kingdom of Great Britain, and Ireland, in Parliament assembled,
The hirnble Petition of the undersigned Inhabitants, of the Parish of IPily, in the County of Hilts.

SlIF.WBTH,
THAT on the list of May, HIS. e Petition from lhi»

|iin>li to your honourable Home, »•« presented hy I’.iul 
Methuen Esq. member for I hit ounly, on I lie vuhject of 
the |MKU Inn. lo uhieb your PetSwrv be; leave again to 
call the attention of your honourslle Home.

That your Pel il «mer» undersloot, thaï, al l he eloie of Ihe 
lavt Sevuon of Parliament, your honourable House had 
sppomled a committee to late iufoconiidrialion. lint mot! 
important tubject, and your Pelittneri would have looked 
with routidtnre towarrit Ihe reset of turli considéra I ton, 
had not a proposal been vet forth, ly the mover of this ova- 
aure, not only subversive of boy, but indicative of a.i J 
intention and vpiril absolutely abmrrent to the mind» of é
«mue PetlImnCfS

(5th February, 1817.)

vous Petitioner!.
Il watproposed in your honoura'le Hoove,—not lo better 

the condition of the |ioor,--nol to ghten the oveiburtliened 
wheels of industry,—not to rekmde the »pml of indepen­
dence, nor lo ret uil lh» wasted (length of the labourers 
of England ; -il wav proposed to .bilge them to pay four 
pence, out of every len shillingscflheir earmnga, that they 
s. ho have hitherto' paid poor rates may be caved of ihcir 
burden 1 When such a proposal ha been made, msd pati- 
,nlh/ turned to,• in the Biiltsh Seine, under aucli circum­
stances as Ihe prevent, it mutt be ligli lime for every one, 
esen Ihe hswell, lo think for bimsel.—lo doubt if selfishness 
has left, in liie human breast, one park of benevolence, or 
Il ans tiling like reason is to dictai in the arrangement» of 
civil soeietv.

Your Petitioners were taught I- believe, that after the 
struggle of war was at an end plsity would corne hand in 
hand with peace, lu refresh the |ieople, who had, with 
unparalleled fortitude and subinissiii, for upwards uf Iwcnlv 
sens of war, supported the meaaees of their Government : 
your I’etilmisers have been disappinted,— most grievously 
disappointed : war bad its horrors but the present peace is 
more horrible Ilian war:— lise pe.plc in lliosivands stand 
every w here idle, famished, drjered, and desperat-.

Al inch a |seriod of disappuinlnienand gloom your Velition- 
rrt would bridle in every inclinilici lo reproach those, who 
have been the more iniincdiale in'll nient» of bringing down 
upon the couutry IIS load of calatily. Looking backward 
they recognize tin- |ieoyde a rvey step, identifying Ihcir 
will wilfa t hit of lise tioverimml fostering U» ambition : 
rheenng its victories : sharing ils plaider. Your Petitioners 
with In bury in oblivion, Ihe follir and Ihe crimes that are 
passed : thev wish, now, that mot urgent necessity pro­
claims that something must be lions Inal, that mav be done, 
whnh may not mils be safe and betotirable for the British 
fourniment, but rihricnt to the cgnfnrt and prosperily ol 
the jieople

Your Petitioners conceive that tbre exist» no mystery, as 
lo ihv grand cause of the present itxirexs. Ksecaaire lasa- 
lion, fir a long period of years, las not only wasted ihe 
productions uf Industry, bill the finding ayslem has regis­
tered the price of these wasted inductions, as a debt lo 
be discharged by industry, while nriustry, deprived of I lie 
esrilemrnts which extraordinary circumstances afforded, 
has ceased lo hr nb’r for such a I «charge. I'ndvr these 
changed circumstance's, your Petileners base marked, for 
111». Iasi three years, a fatal li'.indn«s to couaeciuencrs, and 
base beheld with sorrow, prioriplesMSUWed and acted upon, 
with a design In remedy mi|k jiding tsils, not only, of a nar­
row and selfish character, but papably inadeijuale to (lie 
end in view. Your Petitioner» coitrive that Ihe first step 
which should have liven taken, atei jseaie deprised tins 
c11 i,iry ol its n'vno|mly of trade, and the peculiar incite- 
n,rnis to industry, tr-aird by asr and vslraerdmary 
circumstances, was. to have unhirawti those lave, which 
most direct I v bear u|ion the iicrriswies and comforts ol life, 
and to cave substituted in llieirplarr, taxes upon 1DI.K 
rnnrrm and i.ri:at incow Eiacctuiiig from the same, 
•such measures would not only har been politic and just 
ara-mg individus!», but their ailopion would at once have 
enabled our nniu.lry lo cope win Iliai of other nations, 
and would bate upheld that duedrgree of toqfideure in 
stibst.n,tul stock, winch was cleati wanted to maintain a 
balance against the dangerous idlueiice af funded pro- 
p'ili, win,»c inm.cdt -te security toes not rest on the suc­
cess uf trade and industry, but in lie (sower ol tuition, and 
wh ite ptessuie cncreases si thi strength lo bear it » 
diminished.

Yum petitioners hoped that lira* and approaching rum 
would not only base ojienedtlit eyeiof all toliir real situation 
of affairs, but base made it the Irsl duty of ministers, to 
hase declared III» truth, and to bare quieted the public 
hi,ml, bv in I'surance of inslanly altering ihe sehvme of 
luxation! Will: ilmost dread, however, have thev iniw heard 
I,iv Uoy.il spec, h proclaiming, I hit Ihe evils, which assail 
the country, sfrnig front temponry causes, and Irom the 
tr.msilum fru i war to peace. You Peiitiecers deem it their 
most sacred duly to oppose such sentiments, lo deprecate 
v eil adtice lo Itovalls, and lo declare it lo be Ihe irrv 
extreme id infatuation lo rest under such impulsions 
I... « inoiini.l. Ac r Pvlilioner» liemg mostly lalmurers 
and pour nu ll, have con-paralivel' little interest in the late 
,,l piopetiv : but as sincere fnends to |seace and gimsl order,
ISes w .Il f* set that which regelates all the commercial 
transact..... uf men, and which is necessary ro give excite­
ment to us.I istrx, kept m its projier pi ce;-lises wish no 
lunger to see teal property swallowed up and endangered, 
hi a bubble, whose encrow, under existing circumstances, 
n ,| lapnlls tend to explosion, and whose explosion can 
Iras, n .thing behind, but w retched ness and woe. With a 
, h.nige in ilie scheme .if lasation, your Pelitkmers bare |>ur-, 
suaded themselves that ctitam prep.,sab. if adopred^vswsbd 
cu-vperalc immediately lu revive I be industry of the country, 
and in a short time do away all necessity, both fut poor laws 
and poor rates.

These proposals are:
I it. That its errrt/ pa nth nix ejmprehcnded in, is or 

eoatoening a loua of more than ere tkauiand mhab tan's, 
(iorrram. nl •hall lake pessriiien of tar hundred tetri of 
land, bring Ihe nr err, t clear land to the raped ire 
/ ■Tiih-churchei, end otherwise belt tuiting the purpoiei i* 
see it.

Id That (iorrmment ehall pay to the turner r of nek land 
it, tail estimated laJur, rating one hafj ot the whole mean, 
for I hi. purpose, hy a rate snwi/er lo a poor rate, only that 
enters 0/ propesiy ihall he a,Kited in,lead af lentnli, 
their latter being obliged ta pay légat internt to the former, 
during the eurmry at editing Ireiet, upon the amount of 
asieumrnt railed from their raped ire holding, : the other 
half oj the whute meant to be obtoinid by loua, n calculated, 
at to be liquidated by rnli end purchaie money, mentioned 
below.

3rd. That each hundred arrri ihall be di-. idrd into tin 
equal padi, at to relent, end in tuch a manner, ai ihall 
bat mil purpooa its new

•WA. That one of three parte, in each periih, ihall be 
inrloted, and othrrwiu srs the bat manner imprnrd, Jor 
the puryote of a common paiturr, to remain so for ever.

Stk. That the other half ihall be diniled into half-acre 
allot menti, making am hundred allotmmti in each paruh.

(ith. That Ihe present inhabitant!, male parnhuneri, 
of eu eh pariikn. ihall be allowed immediately It occupy the 
a Ile ment i, tat tack ; the chant o] allotment, ta proceed by 
ieniority.

7th. That ipAerv the promt inhubitenti af pariihn are 
not luffinrntly numarou, lo occupy all the allotment! ol 
their rripedtoe panihn, other person< ihall Ame a ehoir,, 
•annuity "nd pronmsty going a preference, while any al­
lotment remaini unoccupied.

Hlh. 71of rath perron, when he fairer ponri.icn of an 
allotment, ihall thereby bind tumor If to pay forty ihillingi 
a year, a, rent for the tame : and ot all times to keep it in
good garden culture Â per,on, thi-r jmiun.o r.rt ihall be
tilled a parish-holder.

i If*. That ai long ae their remdit. as are fulfil ad. no 
purishhtlder ihall be duturbed in, nor turned out of hu 
allotment : and at hit death, Air ion may occupy t* Are 
itead, if twenty-one yean o) age an elder ion haring a 
priority ,if choice to a younger sow; and failing ion., the 
choice of oarupancy ihall proned to the nearer! male retailor., 
before it falh to the public,

loth. That ai reels ai any pa, iik-hollcr ihall baie pa d 
into a taringa bank, la be for that purpose established by 
(ioiernment, ihe turn ot one hundred poundt, he shaft hare 
a lattage built on hn allotment lo that ralme . he haring the 
choice of a torrefy of plant for the construction of the saitf 
cottage.

I If A. That neither the money depotitrd in the bank for 
the above purpoie, nor the property of the cottage when 
built, ihall be attachable far debt ; nor ihall they ajf ict any 
claim of parochial relwf, dm by renting lawi. Â perron 
when poueurd of a cottage in I hr, manner, ihall be tilled a 
cottage-holder. At hit death. Au cottage-hold ihall go to 
the nearest heir-male, ai in the ease of the pasih-hold, with 
thi, diff'trnec, thot the heir who takes oviseition ihall pay 
Iv relation,, equally hear of kin with himor/f 'o Ihe defeated, 
male and female, or to the ucarrit ot kin fema’e rrlatun or 
relation,, if suck there be, nearer than himorlf, tv ihe ex­
clusion of c'hrrt, a certain raltrr for- the cottage ; and in 
rate no hear takes poumon to fulfil throe firms, then they 
may be fulfil rd by other perns»» irAc may dciire pa,union, 
and whose daim lo possess, ihall hr rrguiutrd by proximity 
and seniority : but it neither rclationi not other! ’hall claim 
possession, thru the cottage-hold shall revrrf f iGorrs nmmt, 
from whom heirs shall retire toe value of the rotlage, and 
I hr cottage-holil ihall bo open lo public purchai or exchange.

tCfA. That at toon ai a cottage holder ihall hose had no 
relief from thi paruh, for the space of tun years, he shall 
be entitled lo a teste i* the paruh, imd hair a right to pas­
ture a row on the commet, lie shall be tilled a freeman.

\3th. That if a freeman ihall throw himielf for relief on 
the perriih, he ihall low that dmgnatwn, Ait right to rote, 
ond pasture ; nor shall he rtcotrr these, till be hat lived fire 
yean without paro. h.a! aid.

UfA. That at toon a, a freeman hat paid into the bank 
Ihe turn of lixty pounds, the tame shall be received by 
(ioerrnuwmt as pui.bas.-mimey for hu allotment, ihall fret 
him fi am ihe vs arty payment ef rent, and make Arm eligible 
into pet iskofficrt. lie ehall be titled a paruh freeholder. 
Hutcruwn to be regulated oi ubvoe.

I ,th. That all refer and rxchangei shall be made through 
public midium ; and at once to facilitate and regulate th,,r, 
'here that! be corresponding registries. parochial, dill net, 
county and national.

11-fA. That no person u-hateirr shall possess either ,n one 
or more parishes, more than one holding, ond no person 
shall hare a choice, nor be allou-rd to purchase under twen­
ty-one years ot age, but an heir male shall be allowed, while 
a minor, to hold possession, although he shall hare no rote, 
n. r bi eligible to offices, till he i erne of age : prodded olwoyi, 
that none of the reluisons, entitled at above to a share oj the 
suiwd/toperty, become chargeable to the parish, while 
their share is unpaid, nor the keis himielf, fen in such can 
the holding shaft reeeit to public poiseuioh, and the residue 
only, il dh|A at Ike ealue of th. cottage and freehold, be 
paid to the heir or Afin, after the parish chargn for main- 
tenante, hare been dailuctid.

Although your retitmnrrs frankly submit Ihtse I'roposala 
lo I lie tonsid. ration of your honorable 11 rose, they do not 
press llirir adoption in the letter. Your honorable House 
may see fit lo modify ihe scheme. The common pasture 
may be dinvented with, and the number of allotments may 
be yicrested, slimmislied, or regulated, as circumstance» 
may require. A oar Petitioners cbieily insist (bat il « essen­
tial lo the abolition of Pauperism in England, hat an 
opportunity be afforded, for the labouring people In aequire 
property and |ierioo»l freedom ; both which they have lost 
through lise operation of Ihe poor laws, and which they 
can never regain a niter existing circumstances. To afford 
half an acre of land to all who would require it, would 
not occupy a hundredth part of the national lerrituiy ; and 
ts hen it is considered that the poor veee pomessed many 
houses and gardens in every parish, a id eqfoyed over ail 
England extensive common rights, of which, is many 
rases, they have been unjustly deprived, such restitution 
lunti seem far from extravagant or umrasonable.

Your Petitioners would desir* your honorable House 
lo consider, whit universal contentment would instantly 
ensue from Ibe adoption of these proposals, or eves of a 
modification of them : what a fund of employment would 
lie created : how universally this would be diffused ; and 
how liHig it would continue. Even Ilia early production of 
jutivisiom to eke out the supply, before nest harvest, 
would be no small advantage, in the present year of 
scarcity, and would certainly be obtained by afford mg lo 
I lie poor, garden allotments of land, for individual cultiva­
tion and convenience. Your Petitioners deny what has 
been asserted by some, that inch er angetneoli ui rural 
economy, would stir up in the minds >f the peuple a desire 
for auy thing like a gene-al agrar an law, or that their 
obtaining votes, would m any t ny endanger property. 
A’our Petitioners refer to America, where, in many parts, 
the right of vote is equally share! nniong the rich and the 
pu.T, without basing caused II e Least rnttoachmeul oa 
proper iy.

Your Petitioners, though they most einieslly desire 
to see a wist reform of Parir-roent, do not wish Ihe parish 
set» sw uiretiiy lor pare- ,.election, mff
thrs |ioxibscly disclaim ami renounc-r what is commonly 
understood by unisetaal suffi age. They feel that the mass 
of lise (leoplr never could be cuin|ieteal, sufficiently 
to estimate the comparative merits of (lersons aspiring 
to a seal in parliament ; although they could well judge, 
which of thur fellow pamhumets store n net worths of 
offices and trust within their respective parishes, and tthirh 
of them Blight be best qualified to ad as |with deputies, 
at district or county meetings, ssliether assembled for 
par'iarr.intary election or oilier business.

Y iut Petitioners therefore most earnestly entreat 
t.'ut I our honorable House will tin mediately withdraw 
all taxes on MALT, SALT, soap, Candlis, LIA- 
THtlt, BRICKS and TILSS; contract no more debt ; 
pay all national charges unprovided fur, by an assess­
ment rtu rents and intearst of mety. increasing the _ 
ratio of assessment iqico great il comes derived from 
the same —That, hating done liis, your honorable 
House will take into most seriots consideration the 
above proposals, and psttKularl,, that you will so 
enact, that every Bnluli aubjec, grown to man's 
estate, shall hive an opportunity of occupying halt 
as emit or la* n for its value, whereon he may 
edablixh his freehold : And your Petitioners shall cm 
pray

Subscribed by nine!plight pm ioni.

Form of a short Vclition.

To the Honourable the C ommons of the United King dora of 
tirent Hntain, and Irelands in l Hrhenrnt ctumbled. 
The humble Petition ot the underlined Inhabitant*, 
of the Paru h oj • • • • •* the Ounty <»/••*••

Suiwn m,
Thst on the 28th of February, 1 917, a Petition from the 

parish of Wily, in the Count) of Wilts, was presented to, and 
received by, your Honourable House.

That your Petitioners, being well acquainted, and agn 
ing in sentiment, with the whole tenor of that Petition, 
beg leave to refer to the same ; and root earnestly entreat 
that your Honourable House will withdraw all faxei on 
MALT, SALT, aOAP.CABDI.KS, I ~ATIIKK, BltlCIi, afld 
tiles, and, so enact, that every Biitish subject may be 
allowed to occupy hale ah ache or la vu fut 
value, whereon he may establish his freehold ;

And your Petitioners shall ever pray,

Form rf n Le It ct uherein to seul Ihe above

Parish of 1
SIR

It will be obliging if you will present the inclosed 
Petition, to the House of Commons, us soon as your 
convenience will permit ; and when presented, favour me 
with a letter, say mg whether it ha^ been rcccivj^.

For ihv self and fellow Petitioners,
To • • • • Member of 

Parliament for • • • • •

• Ttiew four words io /fa/ici wen* expunfed before ihe Petit toe prr«eet«d. PriAtcf, Sefh.)|H* Cff,



t

B

il
n
ü

I
TÎ

B
Q

ri

Q

Q
n

a
a

a
a
a
a
a

rillu

a

a
a
a
a
i
ni

il

#> Z/#r Labouring Poor of England.
Fh.low Laiioviui *,

1% ii;*»t*ri1, of lire ?*'»rs sinre the reverse print w*, firut exhibited : and. now, it i* mon- worthy of consideration. You lune Iiere. in feu words, 
the ranse of public distress and a cure lor 11 I OH bate Iiere a cure lor I he greatest ol national exil», that w liicli lias sprung from ihe m*l*dut mist rat h»n ol poor law». 
The |*eir cannot lie reliexeil fmui I heir present Iwnulage unless a pm i ion of land is allowed them ; and here is a scheme by which tins can la- done suivit and with 
piolit ibex eunnot lie reln-teo but In a lessening ol llietr public burrlens, amt here is a mode hr which these may lie thirty lessened. Had I lie prater ol the XX lit 
|ietilion las n granted tire tears ago, tariurrs ttould hate tell In lie do I res* ; manu acturers would hare prospered ; lalamrers would hare had full emploi nient

During these tire y mix I bate IravHIrd lar mal seen much, ami su lté red much. Mr tale lias been singular. I hare aimed at objects great and giaal I hate never 
fi'gollen the cause ol I lie l.iiglisli |Mtor ; but evert rltort ha* failed—every spark of success lias sunk into darkness. In C anada I saw naun tor millions ol people ■ I 
desired to o|a-n a passage I lui lier lor l lie n-nuudinit population ot Lug land: I desired to are i hat hue eoiinlry impmred by eaiployuig upon it our idle bands : bill 
tor this I was persecuted, anil aller la nut twice tiled and homnaldi actpiillcd, was Hung into jail and banished tinhorn the semblance of crime.— lb turning in Kng- 
I md, alter 14 month» detent ion, by false ainsi s and imprisnnnients, I Immd inv a Hairs, leit in l lie la*sl (awsible order, in utter confusion : I lound mt baa- of Deplliird 
farm, the last m Uiltrhire. giten attar lor mnhliig : I Imnnl my stock raiur-d oter at ball" its worth : ami. that hull put into hood tor I lie seeiirnt ol mt successor 
I fou iv l nir-elf mined ; and, that mt own attorney had induced me to seal mt rum.—Keiuriung to England, I tbuml a provision forint elnldien disputed al law I 
twice had judgment in nil fat our ; bill, mitt, the cause carried In llw House nl" Peers, is hetond mv reach. I have been netted in and worried In lattters on etert 
side: I bate lawn beset by gmeriHiienl sjaes ami slamh rers: I liâte been weakened with imnimeralile texatmns: I hate been oppressed in evert ttat I hate lost 
mt best tricuds bt death, and others lit drseilion : nor is there solace but ni the most perfect com irliou. that an evil intention never dwell in me mind dial I have 
ui'tiiornilt anoed al objects great and giMnl In die midst of accumulating eiisforlune I hate allended in l.omlon during three aessitx of I'arliaim nl. pie. tor
< anada. tor leiirf to the |*wir by enngTatutu. and :or mt right as a lirttisli tubjerl. In evert tlung I hate licen unsuccessful, yet do not i spair. Horn to alHueuci.
I mu now in (imertr ; and these bamis must administer to mv necessities : unaccustomed to toil I must liegin hi nit fnrly-tiftb year as a pauper ol XX ily, jet ilo 
U'M rlespair . lor there is still a darling hope in my breast, that hr per everaiwe I may proie instrumental in accomplishing the greah st goml. lit upriaiiiiig pau.li 
bondage and lieltering lb*1 eondition of English labourers. Iteing now one of diem, they will believe me more sincere ; and. in utmost smeerilt. I would lie seeeli 
llieui lo trust ctncHv I heir own tirt noils ellorts. The rich neter trill, generally, bestir themselves lor the jioor : they are lialnrallt seltisb and imisi not Imullu- 
liiled in. The poor, and by sin k name, alas! must nil labourers now lie called in this the wealthiest country of die world.—The poor are nine out ol ti n m etert 
eunntrt ‘ : uliv. thru "slam Id diet lie afraid: surely they need not dtsxpttir. They require nought but good agreement among llieniwltew to accomplish llnir 
Wishes: diet have only to li >ld together, and their cause is won.

Itad as tunes hate been the» will Siam be worse. Agricultural distress has not yet reached its height, l armers will yet have less and less monet lalamrer 
will vet bite less and less e.nplat linul. I lie partial red muon nl die salt, malt, and leather taxes, is all too late, and will prove quite inellèeiual. Seeing a en-is 
approaching when poor-rates, and I a ses, and l# dies, mat require lia- tt hide produce of the land, legislators have been devising methods In lower the poor rales, 
last tear Hr Scarlett, a teamed lawyer, made proposals lor lilts; bwt they were monstrous: they were put down. This year he renewrM his attempts ; bill, happily, 
with "as little succès*. Now, anot Iter lawyer Mr No,an. lias bail a bill laid lirfure Parliament : and ihia bill, printed, is recommended by » pamphlet. Il is altogether 
liidu-ioii and dangerous delusion. Mr Nolan would punish the idle: ttould disgrace them w 11 It badges ; and loree pour yniin$ men to serte in die militia as sulisli- 
lules tiir their wealthr neiglilwmrs. Merry upon us ! w hither will not blind folks siray! what wrongful expedients w ill nut selfishness suggest! These lawyers hare 
•tes, but they see not. I lie poor reipiire only lair play: reipiire only what is their own—their iiamral right, and then demands on die jeirish would be small
indeed ;__then the rates wmtlil only ba>e to iiiaml.'iii sueli as are destitute by extraordinary causes. "I Iiere is no dilHrully in diterminmg what is the labourer's ug/zZ.
Script lire tells ns, that, “/Ar lahmirir t> trm ihif nl hi hn> ” I hen, wlial is Ins hire > Is it a gallon loaf and sixpence per week ; or double, or treble dial 5 In America 
I found that a lalmurer could earn nearly a liudiel ol wheat |ier day ; but, there, clothing is exjietisite. Here, where clothing is cheap, a labourer run Id earn halt" a 
b„-hel per day, blit htrfcSirn laws, emigration law*. and taxes <m neces-arie». Earning ball a busliel of wheat per day, a labourer could bouse and clothe himself and 
taanly • lie could educa e his i htldreu, anil enjoy eomlort m blé ; but without Hefonn of Parlutment no great good can be expected. To this, then, all should look 
fur tliis. then, all slum d strive, and act in concert I be came has lieen injured by orators and great irregular meetings—by passion and rioting. It could be won 
bv reason and parish p tilioinug—by the people ot every pansli i«elitioning theyKiug, unilormly and st sternal irai It Iflm «copie should know their wants and lie 
hounded in the-r »islie* In Tvneru ,i etert siilistaiilial householder has a tote, and that proies suHicient <m the security of art. labourers of I'.ngland should not 
grudge to work out their independence bt the sweat of the tare ; and with half a bushel of wlict per day evert labourer could, tit due time, possess himself of a freehold

On the Mlb of June, Ib22. Mr ( ol»e, ol Xorioik, presenter! to the house of Commons a item ion signed by me and 7ti other parishioners of XX ily, nmdift mg 
the terms ot our loi mer pet il ion : requiring only a roml nl laud whereon to establish a freehold : .yZlVior rent : t.’$U tor purr hase ; and .150 for the erection of a milage .
__requiring onlt 25 acres to be appropriated in each parish, at au atr rage, for the comfort ot the poOr—not a 2001 li pari ot the land ot the kingdom. Tilts would do.
aiwl with I’arliameiit retorinerl, this might be done. He peaecnbie then : lie pat lent : be pe metering, and never despair. He lianktiil fur the present tli.tt t.m have 
the “ l,ttU-ir—ilie “ minimum #>/ iwt-ery”—the gallon loaf and si' (teiire a week. "I his will keep us from start ing like the |ioot ot Ireland : this tt ill keep us alite for 
systematic petitioning. Events are working tor good, anil w ill soon la- propitious to the industrious man. Next winter, w hen thousands and thousands in etery quarter 
of the kingdom must lie out of employment, it will be ol the utmost consequence for the rame of the jeoor that they demean iliemscltes well, and retrain iront riot 
amt dianfiler—that they employ every ellort, tt Inch misery can slrengthen, lo push forward the cause ol reform lit systematic p'liliuiiiiig—by peaceably prix laiumig 
the nature and extent of their wishes No labourer l* crushed as I am : no one Inis so much to endure; but I will patiently endine, and live, it possible, for the sake of 
n fnriu. ( tut of adversity itself I shall recruit mt hopes. I shall believe tlial fate lias brought me thus low, to be more delerltim d in the cans*—lo struggle lor la­
bourers. In cause in doing so. I struggle lor my self. So great change in got eminent—un gr«- I national good, lias yet hern old.tried but by force. It does nut however 
follow tli.it men may not succeed bv re..son alone ; and this we are bound, in duly, lo adhere to, while it is possible, llow (lonou* ttould it be for I iiglisliuien to 
achieve ibis greatest triumph!—reform without bloodshed.

The reverse print was published only a few weeks lielore mv departure for America, from whence I then expected to eiiirn in six months. Had I returned 
so soon I should hate pushed on the practice of systematic petitioning. Now that time lia- been lost, we should lie mine diluait : lime lias ho u lost, but c\;>»ri* nee 
lias been gained. If we have erred, let us err less ill future ; it we hate limit*, lei its correct them. In ( anada tin: people mel jie by ib piiln s in contention from htc 
liinnlred miles distant, awl winch g owl might have I wen done, bad nm the barbarian government made a law to put down meetings by deputy W e shall lieie want 
no such meetings; and bvroughiiiongers will not hate lace to opiaisc ‘ petitioning. VX c shall git *• I hem no excuse : we sMI beware ol six-nets : we shall ende-a- 
t our to *‘be wise as serpents awl iimocent as doves " H e shall la-gin in V ily ; tve shall spread oter Wiltshire: we shall extent our connection to etert (inner of the 
island: we shall do all in gisid order awl peace : we slaill succeed, tor (rod will lie with us. A t s ! if we do all in good order ;oil peace. ( rod will be ttilli us.

I’ellott labourers, lie of giaid elieer. Willi failli you shall be male In e. Ilemeinber I hat the first Haine of ( hrisiiality. tt bull now slimes oter i lit- whole 
i nth. v. a- tir»l lit up in the cottage ot a labourer : remcmlwr that this Haute was lir»l kept alite by a lew poor tisbermeli. I bet had lanli in tin- gooi.in >s of tlicir

>»-

cause—ni lia purity of I heir designs ; and that 
siiull hat e II” / nc nf which In is totrthy.

as suthcienl. il.itc fault, then, awl von also shall succeed. riie poorol" EnglHid shall have their iiÿhi -the labourer

1, his iimsl urticims j\Iijrsli/. fltltrgt illi / uiiilh, .N
FOBin OF AN ADDliESS

• / the unit€*f hingiii m tj lirUuin an ft Inland, Defnmr of the Faith. iS’t*. 4"f. Sc.I i t ..

May it pmani mur Mumty î
VVi lit tMirf« rsi^ncil, {tarishiontTA of 

can rl«> no m rongs and may g">ro:iiOit i ilinito nootl
in the Cov ni y beg Irate to approach yotir Maj* sly with sentimeufs uf pure lo^lfj , and all due ivspect. Your M ije<ty

With t xtreiwv sui vom wt haft ‘•eeii for many year* the Throne hett-i by weak and selfish men ; and up have dire fiperiotice, that these men ran frnr arbitrary in n parliament w hit h 
n r pnt< but a v- r\ sin.tll portion of your Majesty’s subjects. V\e l.ate heard if proolaimrd by a tiritish Minbtfi» that the corruption i f pntllii entai) elation a» r) ar as the sun af noon : w« 
h’mw lhat its baleful rthvt- htive spread oter the whole enilli : and wt* feel it* influence in Ihe deputation of every legitimate good. Vn h r the infligée of corruption the poor an s;u riheed 
to tj rich ; and Hk* honest tihorer toils only to pam|»er the idle ami the wicked :—Under in» ii,Muei.ce mei.itiiy is pul down, and the forms of religion an upheld only to coter dept at in of the 
/ |,, ,t die:—under it- inllijt imt every gift ot (ind is ei.'ueite<l into a curst ; and all nature lies profilait before II.r n-ammon of imrightecuness.

lo ronen all ilii* ijvil, there i* but one thing wanted- a pa 11 id men t fairly chosen by the great body of tlie people ; and, by the principles which pi red your Majesty’s family on the! hione,
tli, poopl have a ritflit t<» a parliament.

Max it tin refore p;ij ise x om >iap «ty, having Mimmonid p.ulian ent, to command a bill, laid befor- it. to be enacted into law, by which every sihstantial hon<eholder max he entitled to
\ oti* in fl,, <1 tire of nipv oei s of parliit't . i-t : and that all members of parliament nmy bo cho» u Ux equal lumbers of such hou**elndd« rs ; ot, by oi’vrs regularly appointed by thorn. Vour

i x < i h ; i o| d.itii i ffw lenie ih paiiiuibeiit to t lie royal lommand, w hen solicited by'the gnat majority ol y our Majesty’s loxal subjects.

No i»{ »• XX.S' it.nl tin r “ .my
li* h mv loin, lu rii.tu m i .iiàtl Mji in h sin iithlri'xs. mu. v il it hy I'osi (liifrted lo 
*iii al i.i hi i'ii Kiny:: Ml «»*»«* 'x ill yx 1 li!l llt< |>ti»|il«* Mirh an atltlrifss, nt.ix not ivcort! in |»i int that they have tloir wi. anil whihit their uanit
propoil : i ot 11 it* i r uuihlit • H’ lîial of iIiom* mil |i«i il imiiny max In* know rr—thus

ut m this atWri*'» No one will say i liai there can lie any tlillii ull x for ( lit* )m <»plv of om-or mort» parishes. #*xi*n « x u x parish in 
m li an athlrtvs. am ! s« il il li> INisI (lireeted lo ill* 7 Jit Seen tan/ at Stall Jar iht Ham \>j>ar taunt. II Inti halt, l.muian. for pn*-

max Ih* know u •
V , . i‘<u t h i<> --------- in the C ountg uj ----------  contains-------- ---  adult Male Inhabitunts. oj ahum the foUotcing have s/g

A. ------  ».
C.--------- I).
K.--------- K.

that (Ih

wd the Petition joe Partiuincntaïf Reform :

Wlial ran Ih* more swuplv, fair, or effectixr. than for the prople all oxrr the Kingdom, thus to slioxx their ilvsirr anil llu ir strength ? Surely, thv most ignorant 
man alix r max ><»t* that nick a nlaii is safe, and all-stilliciviil, if lolluxx « <1 up hy I lit* people desirous ol reform.

tnt<£ of America, I attended a meeting for (tariiameiitnrx election. The people met In a church, and were so quiet and ordeily, tha you mi^ht have heard a pin fall. Scon afier this, 
hflfkuV ( lection :—that it was scarcely safe tv go abroad : that mobs of peo.de armt ,1 with sti. ks and stout* were every where lighiug with each other, and endangering life. NX hat

When in the United Mntq 
1 heard from Fngland of the W i 
a contrast !

NX heu I war. in one of th«i state* of America, the peopl * nu f in their ». ive pniitthes. and in one day voted for a change of constitution; and the new constitution, previously prepared, nm forthwith 
adopted, without the smallest bust If* ot confusion. Then, aç.in. I i aril from Kn„ nd, i Mat a vast mu’titude of 4<; or 5t).iX«u people had assvmblt d xxith flags md emblems, to « xcite passion: but without any 
declared »rh< me of proceeding—»»y lived object—any rationn' <•;■•• of success 1 xe what was to bt learned at the moment from Orators, who could not be Isard by a fourth part of those assembled. NX hui

but were they xxisr and | rudctit? Far from it. They etched suspb ions : they gave excuse, I do not say good excuse, to violence and hloo«l- 
i r v petitioning can be conducted on rational grounds: it can ascertain the will of th» majority of the people, without allordhig lie- 

* • nd.
the v oplv of I" ifeshire. and each succeeding year has strengthened my belief in its prat fhrhility and effect—evrrx \ rar has em reased hope

another contrast ! The ;ieople al Ülam hosier were incl< < d peaceable 
sled: they awakened feai ; and fur gate the xvord to massacre, v. 
slightest preleti e foi viole..i opposilivn : it <an proceed with saf iy t« 

Ii is 1 I years since I first recommended systematic jeti».- ii 
that the tin. * is appionching when the p« opl will hold le. : lit i. a 
Mr. ("obbelt, the most fit live and p tst vering of publii v rin t . il 
set it on foot, will Mr. < obbetla*si«" ?—"ill Mr. Ib.nt \xn i • \ i 
patisn tni' k and act like men ?—will It.ey unite in one goon', w -, .
nnt despise the fair claim* of the poor—will not withhold as 
i ceding year has stn uglheuvni tins »|»Jinoii. NX hereter i liaxi

■. ai tl oitfaits what is *o mur * wantt d for their common iniviest. It i, *cvmi teat since l ireommeiided this plan < 1 piom-ding to
x g(»od ; very simple ; very fait ; but demanding to s»«t it on foot more time anJ trouble than lie could bestow.” XX hen we have

: will xvhi s and radicals all declared friend* to reform, lay aside petty jenttusioft, petty difference* of opinion, .mil in even 
• u ol piocot oing i XX v shall see : we shall at east set the plan on foot, and g i x < tiir opportunity for all to assist. (*ooi! men will

or indifference, or pride. |i is seven y ars sim v I declared, that, “society must inprote from tlv bottom upwards,” and each sue­
nt* re more uptight than tic rich—that

• rid *• ii xv
• .N wt « iti |Ti»i«

» i itfde. m\ ,'air 
*t.< . uf ol . nr y.
in> dvd, i.i tin old xtoeltl or the new. I hive invariably lound that the pot

--------- i I «ii virtue's heavenly read,
“ Tire < « t , If.ives the palace fat behind.”

How moeh then i* it to be desired that the poor should set • ' at they vx ; :ii fly : knew tin ii strength : vombine their ellort* ; and put all to proper use : not in mob*, to be infuriated b\ demii.'o^uri. wiahenet!, 
disunited, and foil* d ; but by n ere printing—by orderly pot !d« ( ( nm u '11 i > from pan«li to |>aiish. liy sU« h mean* only can they secure Hi form ef F rliatm nt ; and. by thi* alorn c i: n • x eel quit of 
corn law*, emigration laws, and tvxis on necessari s—by thi» ot'v • an n i y nan expect to have, for it* value, a root I of land whereon to erect his frrehold.^ Hit lu rt «> the rich have been at the i :d ef reform*, 
and thence these have been partial and too much in favour of the in h. XX n r torn* en-anales front the poor, it will be equally for the got id of all. and then gnxeintient xx ill approach perl-' >«n,

'l'ill | nrliament meets th* people should jK-tition n» King : when net. they should petition Farliament abo. to « wife di««cus*toii and uphold patriotic membrrs : still proceeding *i.n m. all. 
opinions and names. The landlords in I’nrlian • nt on now rijn* loi enegt si t! urwi i o»t necessary move. The public are now well assured that church propertx is |uhlic projn rtv ; and that ils fee i, 
most of without injustice to any individual. Thia point 1 ^loull nnc.l iii. d seven veins ago :t and it is truly an in poitant one. Church projwitv with »,>ine olhtf public proper tx, well managed.
•ifiord a good preacher for every parish, but leave a huin.iml md'h-t » ol pou-el» mi other useful purpose*. This sum, well managt d. would maintain a.I not al:!. to mai Main them*, lx » s, In sub s i 
l*arish a good *< hoolhouse. This hundred millions, put to pi opt r u • . would at »• t ip it*vv farmers and the country at luge—would .supp’y the place of poor.tares Here, mv fellow labourers, i- xx 
or derstand ; and. understanding t hi», y out z al should ( * a*e. I In- trie, i ; "ich—the church of Christ, wjis not founded on wealth; but on the rock of purity—a rock which wealth x bishops h 
then, tnx pm r f- How labourer» ! lie zealous : be ead : h« peaceabl. : be p t • t. ting, and never despair. S our cau»e is infinitely nine hopeftd tiow than it was live tears ngo : v our strength is now g »
Former*, ttadesinru—all, indeed, who life by profit «, x raid s .ill, hie last iddiug to the number of the poor. Il is now tin interest of all of I hear to join ii systematic petitioning for Uefotm

»till recording 
% !>e made the 

.lit not only 
< m ig ii. evety 

- it ) on can ai I 
e <b bled. I p 

• tl. ituleased.
t Farliumvnt.

They have been p.ade to In Iteve th*t IVel's Irill ; I can • ol t;i»ln : ,i \x i clod decision. 'Ihe dilire»* was severe tw o yrar> before the bill was framed, and Its chi f cause» point. <1 out iti if- t’i paragraph
of the XX" ily pfHiii't-i. \«*. n**^r yriiv'. and the (lain* . r ah..... tt. . \cell * 1 i’l among them, have given aid. People have been made to believe that tin inn rest of the National Debt should b lowered—an
insidious and da ; gerou* fallacy . Il ùVuld not be u M the poor to have the natto : -ilh violated, or the Came ol soeMy broken up. Interests, an rent' iiiviudmg htlie», should equally bear the burden of taxation, 
while coi n law*, emigration laws, and taxes on in. •. .ait * are win drawn : but an* lirst step of nil should go to the right application oj ( ltuiv it I’Kvvutr y. Up lieu and be doing, lor your ia.iv i> ..i once tlut of 
virtue am! nevesMtv.

besides 'iiding church, you have abundant time to promote the good cause. On that dav neighbors tan converse ou li e subject, while the 
rm tii u -i» w ho are igimranl—explaining how caay it w mild be for labourers (among whom may be included fa line is, r»..desn.<t, \ r. ) »o 
vstem lie petitioning. On isond.-v, it should be more particularly n rue m be red, that »u« cess can only be inured bv slrii t a<l!c tem e in thought, 

I. Sunday cannot po»»ibly be better employ'd, than in pushing on the cause of peaceable reform—•the cause it « • of virtue and

O <i *x in seven is whollv at vovr own di al. (' N 
more artix i •* from pnrisn to parish, routin' ing Ih • e w ho do .bt 
carry all brim *'u were they to join heart and hand in th pi 
word, and o. < !. to ihe rule* ot C hristian mo* ; .i 
ncceskily .^s*uch a conversation as the full' " ",

eb* IV
-A.

If tl
t uu!o no* • i » *•

a y ear for ft: ». Yes; that I coed. A. I'.in you live cm.iV.i; y t >• .
bt tvely. A. Do you know that that would I" tin r te of wage..........   :•
little chaine of sut Ii abolition, uul« s* parliament is reformed, i . Inde» d 
would Ih have as thev ought—peaceably and steadily :—if they *xoultl .. petition th 
how well they agreed among themselves. XVill you do this v XX ith all r-x h;*»rt !
continually ii* your eye those rules which are clearly laid down in the g ***pel ? i\
relii quisli all claims on the parish, for the maintenance of children ? ». Most wi 
w mi'll do more for myself, ami more for the nation of course. A.
I ou\ Laws, Fmiohitiou Laws, aijid Taxes on Nrawitii», every industrious man would besbit* to earn HALF A UlMIKL OL XX II

XXoubl it afford you any comfort, te have a rood of laud for a garden ? ||. A great deal. A. Could 
i .i d'-tand fid. per week ? ». \ ou know I can’t. A. Could you live comfortable, if you had lea If a bushel of vx lo 
. emigration laws. and. taxe* on neceisarb* wen abolishtd ? It. I neve r thcuglrt of it hifore. A. It is nex.i . •*
X. No. indeed : but, to get parliament reformed would bean easy matter, if all labourers, who are nine <- .c •»! ». •« i 

Whig and parliament regularly, at least once a year, and have their n mes print' d in a bonk, to -ii u x 
A. XX ill you prom*e on no account to be ltd into riot .* will ; ou never suffer pasdoii to be.» ^xxax oxer t • 

I will. A. If you had liaif a bu»hel of wheat per day, a d y n wiu and children in like p*« p.'ition |.«r » 
iiliiigly, and fort ter. X. XX ou Id you labour as hard then a- • ou do now ." ». Yes, harder : 1 would bv both ,

XX liât a glorious change it would be ! ». (lierions indeed ! A. Let u* tin . -. i.lx .rr the cau.-v of reform : It t us ucxer f-
i i i.i: i>\%.

nord to pa> *♦(.».
II v I ' 

but xxx* can have 
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vt-m« nl in thr nni«tuioe <»f society at Ini 1 m r 
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• A* not her time Î shall r hren long wt nflitT, ami which 1 Km 1 oufith ut w.llie niiin>
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