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THE undersigned, to whom has been referred the despatch of Her Majesty's
Minister at Washington to His Excellency the Governor General, dated Augusi
4th, 1879, and also that of the Seeretary of State for the Colonies to the wovernor
Greneral, dated Octaber 1st, 1879, on the sabject of the navigation of the Red River
of the North, has the honor to report tha’ up to Avril last, the wwernment of

Canada bhad, tor o« number of years, perm I Amorican vessel ) navi » freely

that portion of the Red River within Canadian tervitory, and to land merchandise

lli‘~'iln'§ for any port m Lthe rivetr, an lile formed i!.n' st 4'\'“'1‘:;“i-l|

STIRI AT prvineges would be allowed by the Government of the Un ted States to

Canadian vessels on.that portion of the river lying within the territory of that

country I'h ciprocity desired, however, in this respect was never attained., and
the case of the steamer \lpha n 15873, and the steamer “ Prince Rupert,” in 1875,
(mentioned in the despat h ot Sir Edward Tho on of the 3rd ot September nf the

tter yeq to My Hunte ‘l«'lv.‘; Secrelary « { State), were instances broucht under
he aotice of the Government of the United States, at the request of that of Canada,

of vessels under Canadian Registry refused the tree navigation of the Red River
within the United States, whilst Ameriean vessels were then, and had been for years
enjoying that privilege on that portion of the viver lyving north of the boundary
line It was aflor ;ki‘lu-l‘i effort in this dirve ) ind a long and spavallinge con
tinuance of the privileges to American vessels on the part of Canada, that the Gov
ernment of' this country caunsed the instructions mveyed by the circalar of the 3rd
o April last (referred to in Mr. KEvarts’ despateh of the 3ith July) to be issued It
is to be borne in mind that, ander these insty wetions, American ves-els npon the

Red River have only been placed upon the same tooting on  that part of' the river

lying in Canada which Canadian vessels, in spite of our example and efforts, have
long occapied on the portion of the river lying within the United States. Mr.

Evarts, in his dospate hto Sir Edward Thovraton, above refarrved to complains of this

treatment, and contrasts it with the privilege said to be granted to Canadian vessels

aavigating that portion of the river lying within the United States by Section 3102

try, wees also that the order to the Canadian

of the Rovised Statutes of that cour
Custom House officers <« liable to com vect confliet with the stipulations of
' the second clause of Article XXX. of the Freaty of Washington, concluded .\l-(_\
8th, 1871, which permits citizens of the United States to carry in United States
vessels, without payment ot duty, goods, wares, or merchandise trom one port or
place within the possessions of Her Britannic Majosty in North America to another
port or place within the said possessions . Provided, that a portion of such trans

¢ portation is mude through the territory of the Unitod States by land earviage and

i bond, under such rnles and regulations as may be i

reed upon between the

“rovernment of the United States and the Government of Her Britannic Majesty

With reference to the last of these reasons, based upon the Thirtieth Article of
the Treaty of Washington, the undersigned begs to observe that the language of the
clause seems to astablish it inappli ability to the case undor digcussinn, as no part
of the transportation in vessels affected by the ovder is made by land carviage
throagh terrvitory of the United States, but the vessels are loaded at a port in that

country with merchandise to be delivered without land carringe at a port in Canada,
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With reference to the privileges said be conferred on Canadian vessels by the

section of the Revised Statutes refevved to, the undersigned is confident that it will
be fearned with satistaction by your Excellency’s Government that the section is
held by Mr. Evarts to confer the privileges which he mentions upon Canudian
vessels. [t must not, however, be overlooked that the language is the re-enactment
of a Statute of the United States, passed in 1864, and that the cases referred to in

the despateh of Sir Edward Thornton of the 3rd of September, 1875, 1o Mr. Hunter,

of retusals on the part of the United States to allow Canadian vessels to ascend the
Red River, occurred after that Act became law. But, whether it be that Section 3102

of the Revised Statutes was overlooked w

n this subject was formerly under con-
sideration, or that a different interpretation is now placed upon it, the undersigned is
persuaded that Your Excelleney’s Government will gladly co-operate in endeavoring to
give effect to the liberal views now held by the Government of the United States as
regards the navigation of the Red River, and he has the honor to recommend to
Your Excellency in Council that it be proposed to the Government of the United

ed

States that the navigation of the Red River, from the point at which it enters
Canada to its mouth, be made free to American vessels to load and anload as they
may find convenient, subject only to the Customs and other laws and regulations of the
country aflecting all vessels alike, and without requiring the cargo of any such
vessel to be sealed or closed by a Custom House officer, the Government of the United
States oranting similar privileges to Canadian vessels in that portion it the river

lying within the territory of the United States,
All which is respeettully submitted.
A. CAMPBELL,

Privy Covnerrn,

Otrrawa, Nov.

1879
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REPORT.—The Honorable Sir
Alexander Campbell on the subject of
the navigation of the Ked River of the
North.
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