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TO SUBSCRIBERS.

———

We have to apologize to the subscribers of the Goop News for the delay in
this month’s issue. As many of them arc aware, we removed about the beginning
of the month'from Prescott, C. W., to the City of Montreal, and through the
press of business incident to that, and the establishment of a new weekly paper, it
has been delayed,

The engraver who has been preparing a design for a cover, through illness, was
unable to complete it in time for the present number, We expect to have it in use
on the February number. '

The Index of Contents for 1865 will be sent to subscribers as soon as we can
get it ready.

Our accounts for 1866 will be sent with next number,

The Goop News for February will not likely be up to time, but we hope to
have the March npumber on time,



HEAVENLY WISDOM.

BY REV. P. D. MUIR,

A.B.,, MONTREAL, C.E.

«Wisdom is the principal thing.”—PrOV. IV, 7."

When you are reading this, dear chil-
dren, the new year will have just begun.
The béginning of a year is very suitable
for serious thoughts, for who knows what
will be before the end of it. The new
year is a time for good wishes, “A hap-
py new year ”’ is a wish often expressed.—
The following address is meant to show
you how this and every year may be  hap-
py.” If you wish to be happy wisdom is
the principal thing.

Once upon a time a number of men
were standing in a row. They were pris-
oners, rebels who had fought against the
government to which theybelonged. And
now they were standing there to hear their
sentence read. It was this. Every tenth
man was to be pardoned, and the rest were
tobe hanged. And so they at once began to
draw lots who it should be. This was the
way the lots were drawn. Tickets with
numbers printed on them were put into a
box and shaken together. Then each drew
one and whoever drew the numbers 10, 20;
30, or any number ending with a 0, was to
be pardoned. Now think how anxiously
the poor men would draw their tickets,
and how eagerly they would look to see if
the O was there. That 0 was the princi-
pal thing. Their lives depended on it. If
it was there they might go home and be
happy with their friends. But if not,
they go to a dark dungeon, and wait in
chains till a scaffold was prepared, and then
come out and suffer a painful death. Now
this is precisely your position, dear chil-

“dren. You are drawing lots which must
determine whether you are to be permitted

to have a happy life, or whether you are to
VoL. VI

be cut off from all happiness and reserved
in chains for the judgment of the great
day. But there is this difference in your
case—that it is not one in ten only that
may draw the happy lot, but all may.—
Though sometimes one cannot help fearing
that perhaps not even g0 many will. And
there is this great difference also, that you
have not to draw your lot blindly. You
are told beforechand how to choose, and

-the text which I have chosen is one of the

directions given to guide you. . Wisdom
is the principal thing. Wisdom is the
Number which determines your kife or
death.

Now the Bible is Wisdom. "It tells
you the best things—in the best way—on
the best authority. What do you want
most to know? Isit not how you may
be happy here and hereafter? = Now there
are many people who will try to tell you
how you may be happy here in this world.
They do not all agree among themselves,
but they are all very sure that their way
is right, and even laugh at those who try
any other way. But nobody can tell you
how you may be happy hereafter, except
as the Bible says. Now think for your-
selves, You are young, but you can
think this out for yourselves if you try.
Must not that way which is best to make
you happy hereafter be also the best to
make you happy here. This is what the
Bible says, and do you not see for your-
selves that it must be true? Is not this
God’s world as well as that to which we
are going? Is it not the same God that
rules this and that, and are mnot we our-
selves the same? The heathen are not so

No. L
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2 THE GOOD NEWS.

foolish as some that call themselves Chris-
tians. They do not know what will really
make them happy hereafter, but they be-
lieve it must be the same as makes them
happy here. So they speak of happy
hunting grounds, and of feasting in the
other world, and some that are very savage
speak of drinking out of the skulls of
theirenemies. Horrible! yousay. What
a strange heaven to fancy! Yes; but it
is at least consistent and not so absurd as
when people fancy that they can be happy
one way all their life before they die, and
fquite another and different way after they
die.

Again, the Bible tells us that to be
happy here or hereafter, it is not so much
necessary to be rich or to have many friends,
or even to be healthy, as it is to have a
new heart. It says that if we have not
the new heart we cannot be happy, though
we had all the nice things that wealth can
buy, and all the friends the world can fur-
nish, and even the best of health, so that
we can run about and enjoy ourselves as
much as we please; for that we would
soon get tired of them all and discontent-
ed, and wish for something else that we
could not get. But if we have the new
heart, even if we have no nice things at
all or hardly any, and though our earthly
friends were few, and even if we were
sick and in pain, we could be happy; be-
cause we should have great happiness in
the friendship of God, and Jesus would
comfort us, and the Holy Spirit would
whisper such sweet things to us, and be-
cause we would be so contented with every
little thing we had, and have such comfort
in it that we would never tire, so much so
indeed that it would seem that if God
would give us more we could hardly bear
it for joy. And yet God would be con-
tinually giving us more and more, till at
last he wouid open the door of heaven it-
self and take usin, and then we would be

%0 happy that we would have to sing with
all our might just to be able to bear it, it
would be such a fulness of joy.

Now this is what the Bible says, and it
says it inso many ways that even a child
can understand it, and see that it is trae.
And it saysit on the best of all authority—
on the authority of God who knows best,
for He made us and knows all about us.
And he means us well, for he loves us,and
gave His Son to save us and Hxs Bible to
make us wise.

And the Bible tells us also how we may
get the new heart. It would not be wis
dom without that, you know. It would
be a poor thing to tell us what is best
to get, if we are not told at the same
time how it is to be got. It tells us that
the new heart is God’s gift. We cannot
get itin any other way, but by getting it
from God. 'We cannot make it -ourselves,
nor can any of our friends give it to us,
Our friends and kind teachers try to do
us good, and if we do not set ourselves
against it, we will get great good from
them. If we try hard we might make
ourselves a great deal better than we are,
more prudent and considerate and kind,
and so a great deal better off than we could
be if we were thoughtless and selfish, only
thinking what we would like best for the
moment. But the essential thing, the
principal thing, we canuot get in either of
these ways. No teaching of others will
instill it; no effort of our own will create
it; God must give it. The new heart is
God's work, the work of God’s Holy Spirit,,
and it is wisdom to knowit., For the new
heart is not further off, but nearer to us on
this account. All we have to do is to agk
it, for Jesus’ sake, and keep asking, and we
will be sure to get it. God offers to give
it, and to give it mmply for the askmg
The Holy Spmb——lt is very strange, chil-
dren, but it is true—the Holy Spirit will
come down into our hearts and brood over
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them, as we read in the first chapter of
Genesis he did over the great waste of
waters. And then there will be some-
thing new within us, a new creation, as
the Bible says. And God will look down
and say it i3 good. And the morning
stars, that is the angels, will sing together
and the sons of God, that is the holy
saints, will shout for joy. But God did
not create the world in one day, but in
six, and if he takes six days, or six years,
or all your life, to finish the new creation
In you, you must not doubt his word, nor
grow weary of praying to him. Is that
o long to wait ? No; it is not too long,
though all who really know what it is are
just as anxious as they can be to have it
completed soon.  Nor must you doubt his
word if it does not come just as you think
to expect. Suppose you had been with
the angels when they came down to see
how God would create a world. You
hear God saying, « Let there be light,” and
you look down and see—what? A beau-
tiful world ? No; a great, black, tossing
mass of waters. And you say, “Is that
the beautiful world, or evertobe?” But
the angels would say, “Wait and you will
see; God is only beginning yet;” or
again when the dry land began to appear,
all bare and rocky, and grim and grey,
you would feel inclined to say, “ Is that
the beautiful earth?” But the angels
would still bid you wait and not be im-
patient. And what would you at length
see when God’s time came? The grey
rocks covered with green verdure and
trees and lovely flowers; the black waters
—black no more—sparkling in the sun and
tossing their white crests about as if they
knew and rejoiced; and every where on
the earth, in the sir, and in the waters,
multitudes of happy, living things, and
you, teo, would say, “It is very good.”
And what if it should be so with you ? if
God’s light should show you only black

NEWS.

sin first? You must not doubt that God
is hearing your prayer, and that by-and-by
your new heart will show as the fair,
green earth, with its lovely fruits and
flowers, and happy lmng creatures. Do
not doubt, but pray. '

But the Bible tells us further what like
this new heart is—not merely that we
may know when we have it—for we can
hardly help knowing that, you see, when
it makes us so contented and happy, and
makes God so near and so dear to us—
but that we may try to have those thoughts
and feelings in which it mainly shows it-
self. For though we cannot make a new
beart ourselves, we can try to think the
new heart’s thoughts, and feel the new
heart’s feelings; and when we do so after
praying for the Spirit, and in hope of the
Spirit's help, the Spirit is sure to help us
all the more—the more we try. And ss
the blessed work goes on the faster, and
we the quicker get holy and happy in God
and God’s great love,

The Bible says that the new heart
mainly shows itself in humble, holy, hap-,
py thoughts of Jesus the blessed Saviour-
Humble thoughts such as this—how un
worthy we are of such a Saviour, and
how undeserving of all the love he has
shown and is still showing us; how great
our sins must be to need Christ's great
sufferings to put them away and get them
pardoned, and how cruel and unkind it is
for us to care so little for him who cared
so much for us. Holy thoughts such ao
‘this—how pure and good our Saviour is;
how he hates our sins even while he loves
us sinners; how much he wishes us to be
holy like himself and like our Father in
heaven, and how much we ought to strive
to be like him, out of love to him, and to
the Father who gave him to us, to be our
Saviour and our example. And happy
thoughts such as this—how good it is that
Jesus loves and gave bimself for us, and

3



4 THE GOOD NEWS.

how he cares for us and watches over us
and is ever ready to help us; how for his
sake God g)ardons us and is pleased with
us, though we so often do what is wrong ;
and how he blesses us day by day, and
shows how much he loves for Christ’s
sake, by every thing he lets happen to us.
And how true all this is, though none
would have thought it, because God says
80, and assures us that we may believe it and
be glad in it though we do not feel in the
very least that we deserve it. These and
such like thoughts spring from the new
heart, and we must try to have them, that
the new heart may grow within us. For
the new heart grows by exercise just like
any other part of us.

Now the Bible helps us greatly to such
thoughts as these, and so the Bible is
wisdom. And the Holy Spirit too will
help us, taking the things of Christ and
showing them unto us, for the Holy Spirit
is wisdom, And when we read the Bible
and pray for the Holy Spirit, we find so
many things to make us think just such
thoughts, that by-and-by it becomes a
habit, and we think them all the time, and
go the new heart grows and we get happy,
0, so happy, in God's love.

Now, see if you can recall what we
have said. Wisdom is the principal thing.
The Bible is wisdom. The Bible tells us
how to be happy here and heteafter. The
one thing needful is the new heart. The
new heart is God’s gift. The way to get
itisto ask and to keep asking, for the
new heart is not completed ina day. We
must try as well as ask,—try to have
humble, holy, happy thoughts of Jesus.~—
The Bible will help us, and the Holy
Spirit too. 8o we must read the Bible
and pray for the Holy Spirit, while we
try to think of Jesus in a humble, holy
and happy wey.

Children, will you try? Would you

like to try? If so let me give you some
advices. ' .

1. Get a Bible of yourown, & good,
stout, well-bound Bible, one that will last
you all your life. It is & great help to
have your own Bible to be your constant
companion, and a sweet thing when you
come to be old, to read in the same Bible
you used to have when you were g child.
S0 if you have not a Bible already that
you think will do you all your life I
would have you save up all your mopey
till you can buy one with good stout pg_
per, and good strong binding, which wij)
not soon wear out; and when you have
got it take great care of it. Do not let a
speck get on it. Use it reverently, as
God’s Word should be used. Handle it
as if you felt it was both a precious and a
holy thing, as indeed it is, for it is God’s
Word.

2. When you get your Bible, read it,
and, before you get it, read any one you
are at liberty to use—often, slowly, care-
fully, a little at a time, just as much as
you can remember if it is only two or
three verses, and think over it. Take a
great deal of pains, for it is worth it all,
a8 you will find more and more the more
you come to upderstand. Remember it is
wisdom, and wisdom is the principal
thing, :

3. Pray constantly for the Holy Spirit
to enable you to understand the Bible, to
enable you to learn Christ from the Bible.
Never open it without first praying that
God would send his Holy Spirit into your
heart to enable you to understand the
Scripture, and never close it without pray-
ing that the Holy Spirit would imprint
on your heart what you have just learned.

4. Scarch diligently and prayerfully in
the Scriptures for what may help you to
think of Jesus in that humble and holy
and happy way of which I have spoken,
and entreat the Spirit to guide you in
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your search. You will be astonished how
full the Bible is of Jesus, and how much
there is everywhere, even where you would
hardly expect it, to make you think of
him

5. Try hard, and that all the time, to
live accordingly. Be humbly mindful
while you try, of your need of the Holy
Spirit to help you, and never forget that/
you have always Jesus to go to, and your
Father in heaven for that and everything
else youneed. Never say, if I had this
or that I could do better. God knows
what is best for you, and will give you
everything you really need, if you ask.
Remember if you are depending ever so
little on yourself you will be sure to give
up, and that would beterrible; but if you
are trusting to God you will not give
up, and by-and-by you will find that
though hard at first, wisdom’s ways are
pleasantest and her paths are peace.

GOOD COUNSEL.

Going up Oxford Street the other day,
my attention was directed to a dial over
a house of business, under which was writ-
ten, % DELAY Nor, TiME rLIES|” Here, I
thought, is good advice. I knmow mnot
what was the precise idea which the writer
wished to convey; but it is applicable to
a variety of subjects. Let us look at a
fow.

Have you had a quarrel with any one?
“Delay not” to make it up, for “time
flies,” andif you do not become reconciled
soon, the opportunity will perhaps pass
away. Live not at enmity with any one,
for this is contrary to the Law, which
says, “ Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself.” It is contrary to the Gospel,
which says, “Be kindly affectioned one
to another.” It is contrary to your Ex-
ample, which is the Lord Jesus Christ,
who prayed for his very murderers, saying,
“Father, forgive them; for they kunow
not what they do.”  “Let not the sun go

down upon your wrath.”
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Have you made an engagement? “De-
lay” not to fuliil, for *‘time flies.” Now
you may realize your obligation, and dis.
charge it; but if you procrastinats, you
may lose the opportunity forever. Have
you engaged to work for God? Then
take your place, work while it is called to-
day, “time flies,” and working will soon
be over. Have you engaged to give any-
thing to the cause of Godf Redeem
your pledge, the present time may be
lent you for the purpose, to-morrow may
be too late,

Have you been reconciled to God ¢—
Are you at peace with him# If not, «de-
lay not, time flies,” and you may be call-
ed away in an unreconciled state.  Death
is at the door. The Judge is on his way.
The great white throne will soon appear,
the books will be opened, and we shall all
be judged according to those things which
are written in the books, every one accord-
ing to his works. Live mno longer God’s
enemy, lest you should die 8o ; for it
must be truly dreadful to enter his pres-
ence, after having lived here for yearsin a
state of enmity with lim and opposition
to him. Oh, be reconciled to him! He
beseeches you by us, to cast away your
weapons of rebellion, to submit to his
method of salvation,and to receive a full
pardon at his hands, Can you refuse?

Have you secured a Friend who can
and will stand by you in all your troubles,
and sustain you in your last dying strug-
gles? ¢ Delay not, time flies,” and you
may need such a friend before you have
secured him. There is only One who
can be all that you want a friend to be,
and that is Jesus. He is a friend that
loveth at all times—a friend that sticketh
closer than a brother. But do you know
him? Are you fomiliar with him? Can
you trust him? Have you committed the
keeping of your soul to him? He only
can soothe your sorrows, supply your
wants, guide your steps, conquer your foes,
and make you more than a conqueror
over sin, death, hell, and the grave. His
friendship may be secured; but « delay
not, time flies,”—if you neglect to seek
him now you may fail to ind him when
you wish.

Have you songht grace for future
trials, that vou mav bear them with Chris.
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tian patience, and be improved by them
in your Christian character? If not, “de-
lay not, time flies.” There is a fulness
of grace in Jesus. It is to be had. But
it must be sought, aud sought early, ear-
nestly, and with importunity. The apos-
tle says, “ Let us have grace.” ¢ Bestrong
in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.” Je-
sus is waiting to be gracious. God de-
lighteth in mercy. " “Let us therefore
come boldly unto the throme of grace,
that we muy obtain mercy, and find grace
to help in time of need.”

Have you obtained satisfactory evidence
forheaven? If not, “delay not, time
flies.” Live notin a world like this, in
times like these, without the inward witness
of the Holy Spirit, without spiritual as-
surance that if your earthly house, which
is a tabernacle, be dissolved, you have a
building of God, a house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens. In a word,
whatever good remains to be done, what-
ever evil remains to be overcome, whatever
engagements have to be fulfiiled, what-
ever duty ought to be performed, think
of the iuseription on the dial, “ DEray
NOT, TIME FLIEs.” “Whatsoever thy hand
findeth to do, do it with thy might; for
there is neither work nor device in the
grave to which we arefast hastening. Be
not slothful, but imitators of them who,
through faith and patience, now inherit
the promises.” “Time flies,” therefore
“delay not” to flee from danger, to fiee to
Jesus, and to secure the gift of God, which
:izet:mal life, through Jesus Christ our

ord.

“THE STRENGTH OF SIN IS
THE LAW.”

BY THE REV. WILLIAM TAIT, M.A., RUGBY.

b “t Tl(]; ;tx:ggth.ofnslin is ghe law. But thanks
e to Go 0 giveth us the victory th:
Lord Jesus Christ.”—I Cor. xv. 56],757, rough our

It requires great boldness to announce
any religious truth, however unquestiona-
ble, which shocks the feelings and preju-
dices of those who listen to us. Thus we
are told by St. Paul that Esaias was very
bold in announcing his nation’s offcasting
and the ingathering of the Gentiles. To
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the men of his generation such statements
appeared blasphemous, But St. Paul
himself is equally bold in his words now
before us. The holy law of God the
strength of sinl! What would his de-
vout but unenlightened countrymen think
of g0 astounding & statement ? They im-
agined that the law would teach them all
that was good, and lead them at lagt to
salvation.  With what horror then would
they regard the man who told them plaip-
ly that it would teach them all that g
evil, and conduct them at last to perdj.
tion ?

He tells us the same. If the law be
sought to for salvation, this is indeed its
character. It is “ the strength of sin,”
and sin is man’s destroyer.

“How can the holy law,” it is asked, be
« the strength of sin ?” Becauseitis ho-
ly. If it could lower its demands tomeet
the abity of the fallen creature, it might
encourage him to make some efforts after
goodness. But it cannot do so. * Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God,” it says,
“with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy strength, and with all
thy mind ; and thy neighbor as thyself;
this do, and thou shalt live.” The sinner
answers, I cannot do so—aceept my im-
perfect endeavours. The law refuses to
accept them. It is the Divine standard
of righteousness; not one jot or tittle of
its demands can be abated. But, by setting
before us an  UDattainable perfection, it
drivesus into sin. Nothing so strengthens
evil as despair of attaining to good.

And thisisnot all. The law, because
it is holy, has a sentence as well as a com-
mand ; it debars the sinner from the pres-
ence of God. The leper among the sons
of Israel, was put forth of the camp; the
plague-spot was upon him. A more terri-
bl?ﬁ‘;prosy is upon us, which God alone
can heel. He alone can cleanse the heart,
He alone can order the unruly will and
affections, He alone can give the victory
over evil, He alone can enable for what 1s
good. But as often as we would come to
thig Blessed Healer, the -condemning law
is in our way. The very disease which
requires the remedy is between us and
that Healer’s hand.” What, then, shall we
do? We can only abide in alienation, we
can only submit to sin’s dominion. The
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faw pronounces our case utterly and eter-
oally hopeless; “the strength of sin is
the law.”

There is “ vietory ” in ¢ our Lord Je-
sus Christ.” The law’s condemning sen-
tence is cancelled in His blood ; He has
taken in it out of the way, nailing it to His
cross. We may approach God without
fear; we may invoke the Divine Healer's
compassion—we may place ourselves in
His merciful hands. The law's demand
of righteousness is met in the Saviour’s
all-perfect obedience, and God ¢ imputeth
righteousness without works.” Coming
in that Saviour’s name, we are in Him
accepted, and our services are accepted
too. There is encouragement to do God’s
will, and God himself i3 our help in do-
ing it. As the law is the strength of sin,
we find the gospel to be the strength of
righteousness. And we say with St.
Paul before us, ¢ thanks be to God.”

THIS YEAR YOU MAY DIE.

This year you may die—because you
are ever and every where exposed to the
causes that take away life.

This year you may die—because life is
the most uncertain thing in the world, and
you have not the assurance of a single mo-
ment beyond the present.

This year you may die—because some
-among your friends and acquaintances have
died ; and all the liabilities to death still re-
main for the rest who yet live. .

This year you may die—for it is all but
certain that many of the readers of this
address will die this year, and why not
you ¢

This year you may die, although there
is now no indication of approaching death;
for many during the past year have been
cut off, and many during the present year
will die, who may now seem very likely
to live; and why not you?

How many, then, are the probabilities
that before next new-year's-day your place
will be vacant in the family, at the scene of
your daily occupation, and in the house of
God! " Ought not this to induce a habit
of solemn, pensive, devout, practical, pro-
fitable reflection. Bring home the thought.
Take up the supoosition, and say,* “ Yes,
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it is possible, by ne means improbable, that
I may die—this year.”

Sup(i)ose you should, let me, on’ the
ground of this supposition, ask you a few
QUESTIONS.

Are you really prepared for your latter
end, by being a partaker of genuine faith,
the new birth, a holy life, and a heavenly
mind? - Or, are you a mere nominal ‘pro-
fessor, having a name to live, while you are
dead? Are the fruits of a living branch
in the true Vine brought forth by you?
Do you recognize in yourself, and do oth-
ers seo 1n you, the marks of a state of

race! Put the question to your own
gearts, ask yourselves, «What am I? Am
I a spiritual, heavenly, humble, waiting,
working servantof God? Am I really
crucified with Christ, dead to the world,
ripening for glory ¢  Is there any thing
heavenly about me? Is my assurance
well settled, my joy established, my tem-
per sanctified, my walk consistent? . Am
I thus ready for death, and like one wait-
ing for the coming of the Master, with his
loins girt about, and his lamp buraniag ¢”

Do, with your grave open before you,
inquire into this matter. Are you living
as you would wish to be found when the
summons comes? Is your soul in that
state in which you would desire it to be
found when death strikes? Are you, in
your devotional habits, your temper, your
general behaviour, as you should be with
eternity so near? Would you like to look
up as you are, just as you are now, while
reading these lines, and see your Master
at bis coming?  Would you die.as you
are? 7 o

Is there no part of your conduct7as a
professor, which, upon the supposition you
may diethis year, you shbuld alter ! Noth-
ing in the family, the closet, the shop, the
charch, the world, you should amend?
What! death so near, and nothing to be
done to meet it with confidence and joy! .

I now, in adition to these questions, lay
before you some suGGESTIONS. If you die
this year, not only all your plans, projects,
and business of a worldly nature will stop,
but all your advantages of a spiritual kind,
all the means of grace, all the opportuni-
ties of salvation, all the aids to improve-
ment, all the possibility of growth in grace,
cease for ever. The last Sabbath, the last
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sermon, the last sacramental season, the
last prayer, are included in the present
year! This year you are to arrive in hea:
ven or hell, and to know the meaning of
thia glorious or this dreadful term! This
year to see the end of time, and the begin-
ning of eternity! How solemn! So soon
to have your profession tested, not by man,
but by God; so soonto be found by the
King coming in to see the guests clothed
in the wedding garment and approved, or
destitute of the necessary robe, and cast
into outer darkness! How many false
professors will be unmasked this year, and
appear with astonishment and horror, both
to themselves and others as self-deceivers,
formalists, and hypocrites! How many
" in reply to the plea, « Lord, Lord, I have
eaten and drunk in thy presence,” will hear
the dreadful response, ¢Depart from me,
I never knew you;” and thus find there
is a way to destruction from the commu-
nion of the church. Wrat you die this
year, that you will be for ever; the seal of
eternal destiny will be put upon you!
From that time you will have no oppor-
tunity to correct mistakes; no second trial;
no privilege of alteration. Your last words
in time, and your first in eternity, might
be, “I must be what I am—for eyer.”
All your anxieties, and doubts, and fears,
about the reality of your religion, are about
to be confirmed or dissipated—for ever.
This year you are to be proved the most
awful example of self-delusion, or the most
blessed imstance of well-founded hope
which the universe coutains. The grand
secret, if secret it yet be, is about to be de-
veloped, whether you are a child of God
or of the devil. Within a few months,
perhaps weeks, that next moment after
death, which fancy in vain attempts to
paint, is to arrive, and, waking up in eter-
nity, you will shout with rapture, “ThenI
am in heaven!” or utter with a shrick of
despair and surprise the dreadful question,
“ What, am I in hell?” What a year
are you entering upon then, if you should
die before it closes? What disclosures are
you about to witness, what discoveries to
make! Many will grow rich this year;
many will sink into poverty; many will
be united in wedlock; many will be separ-
ated from their friends by death; many
will leave their country and embark for a

foreign land-—but you will die, and what
is all else to this?

On the snpposition you are prepared for
death by simple faith in Christ for justifi-
cation, by the regeneration of your heart
tarough the influence of the Spirit, by a
holy life, a beavenly mind, what coxsoLa-
TI0N8 stand connected with, and are in-
cluded in, the decree, “This year thou
shalt die.”” There is, Lknow, a “dark side
of death; the antecedent sufferings, and
mysterious nature of dying-~the separa-
tion from near and dear relatives ang,
perhaps, the leaving of them upon the
care of Providence, without friends oy
wealth—the retirement from the visible to
the invisible world—the dropping of the
body, the dear companion of our spint, in
the tomb—the quitting of scenes of use.
fulness and enjoyment—all this, and so
near too; all is trying to humanity; nature
shudders. But grace turps to }he bright
side, and very, very bright it is. _There
is the promised presence, and ommipotent
gracious support of Him who hath abolish-
ed death by dying, and brought life and
immortality to light by rising and ascend-
ing; of Him who can make a dyl’ng bed
« feel soft as downy pillows are r fthel'e
is the release from all the evils of sin, the
parent evil; and from sickness, poverty,
toil, care, fear, sorrow—the dismal pro-
geny.  Yes, that last pulsation which
leaves the heart still, sends the soul away .
for ever from every fryit and effect of the
fall. O believer! lift up thy head, for thy
redemption draweth nigh, What! this
year, so 00D, to shed thy last tear over sin
or sorrow ¢ This year to feel the last cor-
ruption, and to beagitated by the last anx-
iety? This year to expcrience thy ble_ss-
od emancipation from all the countless ills
that flesh is heirto? So soon to rise from
the vale of tears, to the mount where God
shall wipe away all tears from thy eyes;
50 soon to leave the field of conflict, cease
the fight of faith, and lay aside the sol-
dier’s armour for the victor’s crown? Nor
is this all; heaven is more than negatives
—it s life eternal; glory everlasting; im-
mortal honour—it is the perfection of our
nature in knowledge, holiness, and love; it
is the presence of God, the vision of Christ,
the society of angels, the communion of
spirits made perfect—and death introdu-
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ces to all; death is the dark avenue to in-
effable, and to what would now be, insuff-
erable, splendour; the rude and repulsive
gate that opens into all that the Father
bath devised, and the Son procured, and
the Spirit promised, to them that love a
triune God. _Believer, if thou die this year,
how near thou art to the Lamb in the
midst of the throne, to the living fountain
of waters, to the crown of glory, the gold-
en harp, the white robe, and the palm
, branch of victory; this year, to approach

the jasper walls, to pass through the pear-
ly gates, to walk the goiden streets, to wor-
ship in the temple of the Lord, and bask
in the glory of that bright world in which
Jehovah dwells! This year to be impar-
adised in the presence of God! Apd is
it possible that it can be so near? Trans-
porting thought! Blessed man! thou art
now upon the mount, looking at the pro-
mised land with Moses, and soon thou shalt
with Joshua pass the Jordan, and go in to
take possession. The days of thy mourn-
ing will soon end. Though now for a
season, if need be, thou art in heaviness
through manifold temptations, yet that
season is speedily to close. Only a fow
more days of {oil, only a fow more nights
to wet thy couch with tears. = Go forward
with courage and confidence, Death is
formidable only in front; the momentyou
have passed him, you will look back upon
him as upon an angel of light; the stream
may be dark, and the water deep; but it
is narrow, fordable, and once crossed, it
will never have to be crossed again, Have
you not often in thought, if not in speech,
congratulated those whose fetters of sin
and tattered garments of flesh have been
put off, and who have entered iato liberty,
and life, and joy, saying, “ Blessed are the
dead which diein the Lord #” And how soon
are you to be among them, and be objects
of congratulation to others! There is no-
thing, then, in this sentence, «This year
thou shalt die,” which should dismay or
distress you/— James.

GROWING IN GRACE.

What is growing in grace but a growth
in the knowledge of Jesus and his charac-
ter, and s0 a realisation of hislove toward
ug, with a corresponding love in return,

which will, under all circumstances, kecp
the soul in perfect peace?  And although
we are sinful, yet in seeing this abound-
ing love we lose sight of our sins, and are
lifted up out of all doubting as regards
our eternal salvation, and so saved from
all fear.

The question is asked—How can we
have such views of Christ? There is no
pewer in ourselves by which we may obtam
such apprehension of Jesus, as shall lift
the veil which hides his glory from us;
and how can we love him whom we have
not seen, and do not see ?

Sometimes we hear this answer—Use
the means, read, pray, work, do your whole
duty, and thus becoming absorbed in
Christ’s work, you will forget self.

Ah, yes; but it is an uphill work to be
faithful to my Beloved without this love
burning in my heart. I do attend to all
these duties, but it is not easy. If I felt
thus toward my dearest earthly friend, my
daily task would be hard indeed; but
love quickens the step, lights up the feel-
ings, and when this carthly love glows, we
do not weary, and duties are pleasures. —
Now how can I obtain this love for Jesus-
such as shall make my duties to him plea-
sant ?

What is it that begets this love for an
carthly friend? Is it by looking at one’s-
self, to see whether we  love, that love is
begotten in the heart? Isit by dint of
effort, or by works of any kind, or by try-
ing to bring about a right state of feeling,
that we learn to love? Or whatis it that
creates or produces earthly iove? Isit
not by seeing, and dwelling in thought up-
on the object of our affections? How
strange it would séem, if in forming earth-
ly friendships we went about doing the
same, using the same means to bring about
an attachment that we use in our efforts
to love Jesus; and then, too, how little
real love exists in the heart, where one is
looking within to see whether love ex-
ists,

The more, then, we study what Christ
is, and the more we see of his character,
the greater must be our love for him, and
the more constant will be our communion
with him; and the more we see how great
is his love toward us the grander and more
glorious will he appear; and as we behold
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him, we shall be changed into his image,
and become like him.

We cannot study the character and
works of Jesus without loving him ; and as
love begetslove, so duties cease to be tasks,
but become real pleasures, in which we
may take delight, even esteeming it a pri-
vilege to be used by him for any service
whatever, looking to him to be sent, hap.
py to go when and wherever he tells us
to go, and ever waiting to do his will.

JESUS AND THE RESURRECTION.

BY A. C. GILLIES.

All the doctrines of the Bible are im-
portant, but the Resurrection of Jesus,
like the spire of the village church above
the rest of the town, seems to rise beyond
them all, inasmuch as ou its reality the
divinity of every other doctrine turns.
Hence ¢ with great power gave the apostles
witness of the RESURRECTION of the Lord
Jesus; and great grace was upon them
all.” While Paul waited in Athens for the
arrival of Silas and Timothy, he saw the
city “ wholly given to idolatry,” the honor
due only to God, 4¢ lavished upon inani-
mate objects, his fellow-beings, educated
though they were, deplorably credulous
and superstitious ; and, in consequence of
such exhibitions of human depravity, his
spirit was so “stirred within him,” that,
in place of amusing himself with their
statuary and painting, poetry and philos-
ophy, what most scholars would have done,
he at the risk of reputation and of life it-
self, called their attention to the Living
God who created, sustains, and governs
all things, in whom even they themselves
lived, and moved, and had their being;
and at the same time preached unto them
“JEsus and the REsurrEcTION.” By
the mysterious Providence of Him who
reigns on High the determination of the
Jews to prevent the resurrection, was so
over-ruled as to hand down to all Chris-
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tians the glorious tidings of the resurrec-
tion, accompanied by ¢ infallible proofs.”
When the Jews ¢ made the sepulchre sure,
sealing the stone, and setting a watch,”
how foreign to their minds was the curiouns
thought that they were even then acting
as the heralds of Him wholay in the
tomb ; that they Were, contrary to their
own design, doing that which above all oth-
er things, would in after ages prove beyond
dispute the resurrection, and consequently
the Divinity, of Him whose name and
cause they fully resolved to blot out’ from
under Heaven! Surely the wrath of man
shall praise Thee, O God ; and the remain.
der of wrath shalt Thou restrain! Of
the many thousands of historical facts
which people not only believe, but hold to
be so eertain that to doubt them would be
evidence of ingapity, we may safely say
there is not one which is half so well afthen. -
ticated as the resurrection of Christ. Asfor
importance, nothing equal to it can be
found in human history. Without the
resurrection of Jesus, the Bible, man,
life, death, immortality, Judgment, and
Eternity are so many meaningless ciphers.
The prayers of the pious, the groans of
the injured, the tearsof the widow, the
agonies of the martyr, and that hope of
glory, that golden crown which gladdened
his heart as he fell a victim to the flame,
and closed his eye in death amid the
shouts of the multitude, are all fled to the
dreary abodes of nonentity! But placed
immediately after ‘ Jesus and the Resur-
rection,” these things with ten thousand
others, assume an importance, a terrible
significance, which, to all Eternity, will
defy the calculating powers of all created
beings. 'The resurrection declares Christ
to be * the Son of God with power;” pro-
claims Him accepted in the room of guilty
man; despoils Death of his sting, and the
grave of her victory; shuts the gates of
hell against all who obey Him; and to all
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His people throws wide open the doors of | cause they were still subject to, and under

everlasting glory; while His life, His spot-
less life, like the rising sun, sheds infallible
light on that path which they are to travel
to the bright abodes of immortality.
There are three ways of conveying in-
struction,and it is interesting for us to know
that Jesus, while on earth, adopted theses
three different ways to explain the great
doctrine of the resurrection to those around
Him: 1. He taught it by PRECEPT when
* He said, “ T am the resurrection, and the
life. Marvel not at this: for the hour is
coming in the which all that are in the
graves shall hear the voice of the Son of
God, and shall come forth: they that have
done good unto the resurrection of life;
and they that have done evil unto the re-
surrection of damnation.” 2. He taught
it by iLLUSTRATION when He stood on
life’s battle-field, surrounded by the bones
of the slain, and compelled Death to cease
his ravages, to drop his prey, and the
Grave to restore the prisoners whom for a
tiwe she held in her dark dominion. Hence
men could see with their eyes the reality
of that doctrine which they had heard
with their eats. 3. He taught it also
by PERSONAL EXAMPLE when He went
down into the grave, and on the third
day burst through every barrier which hu-
man and satanic ingenuity could devise,
and rose from the dead; at the same
time bringing with Him “many bodies
of the saints who slept” not only as tro-
phies of His victory, but also as evidence
to an astonished universe that He had now
¢ destroyed him that had the power of
death, that is, the devil; and delivered
them who through the fear of death"é;‘“é'i
all their life-time subject to bondage.”
Those individuals who were raised to life
before Christ rose from the dead, could
not, properly speaking, be said to have
been raised from the DEAD at all—they
were raised from the GRAVE only,—be-

the dominion of death; but when Christ
rose, He rose “to die nomore ; death had
nomore dominion over Him ;" and there-
fore « He is the first begotten from the
dead; that in all things He might have
the preeminence.”  Christ went down
into the gloomy chambers of the grave
lay there for about THIRTY-SIX hours,
then rose, and afterwards ascended to
glory, in the capacity of a representative.
Hence as all those who were rcpresented
by Adam, die in Adam; so all who were
represented by Christ, rose in Christ,and
ascended with Him to the mansions on
High. Thus He became “ the first fruits
of them that slept.” “ Hear this, O dead!
our nature then took wing, and rose to
heaven, immortal with her King.”

There is no greater difficulty in connec-
tion with the resurrection of humanity
than there is in the creation of a sand-ly,
—both are equally beyond the reach of
human power. Man may curse the fig-
tree, command Nature to suspend her laws,
devils to depart, and the dead to live.
But the tree, totally .regardless of his
anathemas, will still put forth her blos-
soms; Nature will move on in her usnal
majesty; and the dead shall remain as
lifeless -as ever, for the grave will prove
unrelenting, and stern death inexorable.
But Christ spoke, and it was done; He
commanded, and it stood fast. The Grave
gave back her prisoners at His word; and
Death dropped the victim at Hisbidding
Devils in confusion fled at His approach,
declaring Him to be the Son of God:
and even universal Nature veiled her face
in His presence, dropped the sceptre from
her hand, and allowed Him,as her Lord and
Master, to reign supreme throughout her
wide domain. o o

Who among the sons of men can look
into the gloomy Grave, or enter the cold
swellings of Jordan, if “JEsus and the REs-

!
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URRECTION ’ be not there to say, “It is| And above all, we love the Cemetery, be-

[; be not afraid.” In the chamber of
death where a beloved friend is aboutto
breath his last; the hand once warm, is
oow cold; the cheek pale, the pulse slow,
the faltering tongue fails to make known
his wants; the lamp burps dimly, the
lowest -whisper is far too loud, and the
awful image of death is imprinted of
every countenance present: yet if “Jesus
and the Resurrection” is there, there
will be joy, and peace, and light. “ I will
see you again, and your hearts shall re-
joice,” is the language of the dying. But
if « Jesus and the Resurrection” be not
there, the stones will immediately ery out.
Egyptain darkness will seize every soul,
and convert the chamber of death into the
chamber of despair.  In such a place, at
such a time, and under such trying eir-
cumstances as these, to whom can man,
poor dying man, look for help—on whom
can he lean—to whom can he go—upon
what downy pillow can he lay his aching
and feverish head? To all these solemn
and serious inguiries neither man nor an-
gel can give but one reply—“JEsus and
the ResurrrctioN!” The Cemetery is
a place over which the grass has been
growing abundantly for the last six thou-
sand years, being watered with the tears
of broken hearted and bereaved humanity,
of whom might be said what the Jews said
of the affectionate Mary, «She goeth un-
to the grave to weep there.” But “JEsus
and the RESURRECTION,” like the rising
sun over the deep dark water, or like the
moon and stars during the dark shades of
night, adorn the Cemetery and beautify
the tombs of the Sainted Dead. We love
the Cemetery, because it is to ®us*at
once a “History” and a ¢ Prophecy;” it
presents to us the past, the present, and
the future of its inhabitants,— there
we read both the biographical and post-
humous advice ofthe Departed Dead !

cause of Jesus,—but for Him death would
be a calamity, and jmmortality a ‘curse!
To Thee, O blessed Jesus! Thy people
owe their being, the preservation of their
lives, the sacred influence of Thy thrice
holy Religion, the hopes and ballowed
prospects of a future state, In Thy pre-
sence there is fullness of joy ; at Thy right
hand there are pleasures for ever more;
and around Thy great white Throne in
Heaven, the countless hosts of happy and
ever blessed spirits eternally rejoice |

THE BAG OF DAYS.

Suppose you had a bag of nuts on
your shoulder to carry, and yet if every
boy you met made you give him a nut,
yonr bag would soon be empty. Wa are
all sent into this world by God, with a
bag not of nuts, but of days. Sometimes
death stops the little child before it has
gone far with its bag of days. and its life
in this world is closed. But perhaps you
may live for many years; yvet do not for-
get that time is always after you, taking
now a day and again a day, and he will
soon empty the largest bag of days. If
the bag were one of nuts instead of Jdays,
people would feel the bag lighter, and in-
quire who had taken them; but many do
not think that their bag of days is always
getting lighter, and too many find it near-
ly empty before they scarcely think about
it.  Oh, we should mnever forget that
every night we lie down to sleep, Time
has taken another day out of our bag.
We have no time to lose, we cannot af-
ford to trifle, and therefore while life is be-
fore us we must learn to improve in what
is good and useful, to be pure and holy,
so that if we live to beold, we may look
on the few days that are left in our bag
without a sigh, nor regret the days lost or
idly spent. That is & good prayer in the
Bible, « Lord teach us to number our days
that we may apply our hearts unto wis-
dom.” Let us often think of our bag of
days, and examine it, to reckon up how
many Time has already taken away, and
how many are left. Let us use every one
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for the best purpose, and pray this good
prayer to our Father, that we may not

slight or abuse them.— Zalk with "Litile
Ones,

[ I —

THE HEAVENLY REST.

Heaven’s gates are wide enough to ad-
mit those who have been the greatest sin-
ners, but they are too narrow for the ad-
mission of the smallest sin !~

“Those holy gates for ever bar
Pollution, sin, and shame;

None shall obtain admittance there
But followers of the Lamb.”

Here, we are like patientsinan hospital;
hereafter, we shall be like guests in a
palace. Here we may be cured of the dis-
ease of sin by Christ’s healing power;
hereafter we shall be glorified by Christ's
presence in the world where there is no
more sickness, nor any more pain. As
no dead man can secure possession of any
earthly estate, so no dead soul can inherit
the kingdom of God. Some persens think
it is a very difficult thing to find the way
to heaven; but a poor man thought other-
wise, for he said, “The way is simple
enough, there are only three steps, namely,
these —out of sin, into Christ, up to glory.”
Robert Hall’s conception of heaven was
—perfect rest; for on earth he had for
years the unrest of bodily suffering. Wil
berforce's idea of heaven was—a religion
of perfect love; he longed for loving unity
among all the people of God, botk views
are correct.  Read the glowing descrip-
tion which Bunyan gives at the close of
his “ Pilgrim’s Progress.”

A Welsh minister was asked if he
thought the-saints would know each oth-
er in heaven? he replied, “To be sure we
shall! What, do you think we shall be
greater fools than we are here®” The son
and heir of Duke Hamilton died of con-
sumption in his youth; when his minister
visited him, he took his Bible from un-
der his pillow and pointed to the words,
“ Henceforth there is laid up for me a
crown of life” « This,” said he, “is my
comfort now.” When near death, he
urged his brother with much affectionate
earnestness to seek Christ and prepare for
heaven, closing his appeal with these re-
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markable words—¢ Now, Douglas, in a
little time you will be duke, but I skall be
a king

« Father, take me!” said a little af-
flicted girl, as she lay with her eyes up-
turned ; her father hurried to the bed to
raise her, when she gave him a sweet
smile, saying, ¢‘No, I meant my heavenly
Father, I want to rest in his arms.” A
geutleman once asked some Sunday
scholars what they thought the inhabi-
tants of heaven would be likely to con-
tend for? A little girl replied, « There
could be no contention, they would be
at rest for ever.” «But,” said the ques-
tioner, “suppese there should be, what
would it be about?’ She replied, «I
should think it would be who should get
nearest to Christ!” Heaven is largely
made up of little children who were as buds
here, but are like full-blown flowers there.

A pious little boy, whose pains prevent-
ed his bodily rest, when near his end,
said, “Talk to me, mother!” «What

ghall T talk about?’ <« About heaven,
mother.” Yes, to think of the heavecly rest
often soothes bodily pain. ¢ A rest re-
maineth for the people of God.”

APOSTOLIC SIGHS.

HORATIUS BONAR, D.D.

«1 would to God ye did reign, thatwe also
might reign with you.”—1 Cog. iv. 8.

This is one of the very few passages in
which the apostle gives vent to his feel-
ings as a suffering and injured man.
Through no fewer than six verses here
(8—13,) there runs the utterance of a
solemn sorrow,—we might almost “call it
melancholy,—at the contemplation of his
present lot as an apostle of the Lord.

His life had many a bitterness. Dan-
ger, weariness, contempt, persecution, hun-
ger, thirst, nakedness, buffeting, reviling,
stoning, bonds;—these were its chief earth-
ly ingredients; and had there not been
something heavenly, compensating for all
these, he would have been, of all men,
most miserable. He felt the sorrow ; for
conversion had not lifted him out of the
region of human feeling; yet he seldom
refers to it; and when he does, it is more
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with triumph than with sadness; as when
he says, “Ireckon that the sufferings of
this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory that shall be re-
vealed in us,” (Rom. viii. 18.)

Here his reference to his sorrows has
more in it of sadness than elsewhere. Yet
he has not repented of his course; he is
not ashamed of his apostleship; he is will-
ing to drink even a bitterer cup than he
has yet tasted. The sadness that thus
comes is altogether natural, and shews
bow truly the apostle was a man; a man
of like passion with ourselves. We get a
passing insight into the noble soul, and
learn how profoundly he felt the evils,
that, like the waves of the storm, beat upon
him without ceasing, and how oftentimes his
heart was like to break, even in the midst
of the joy unspeakable and full of glory.

He does not draw back, nor refuse to
pay the cost of apostleship. He accepts
the present honour and coming glory with
all their conditions and penalties. For
the joy set before him, he endures the
shame. But he feels the agony; and oh,
with what a tone of serene, yet shaded
feeling, do we hear him speak thesc words,
T think that God hath set forth us the
apostles last, as it were appointed to
death; for we are made a spectacle unto
the world, and to apgels, and tomen. We
are fools for Christ’s sake, but ye are
wise in Christ; we are weak, but ye are
strong; ye are honourable, but we are
despised. Even unto this present hour
we both hunger, and thirst, and are naked,
and are buffeted, and have no certain
dwelling-place ; and labour, working with
our own hands; being reviled, we bless;
being persecuted, we suffer it; being de-
famed, we entreat ; we are made as the
filth of the world, and are the offscouring
of all things unto this day.”

With some, I fear, there is more than
the apostle’s. sorrow. They do not, per-
haps, repent having taken up the cross;
but they shrink sometimes from what it
has brought upon them. . They counted on
a little, but it has come to much. They
gladly took up the cross, but they had not
ascertained its weight and its sharpness.
They were prepared for some bitterness;
but not for all this gall and wormwood,—
They made ready for battle, but the fight
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has proved sorer and longer than they
dreamed of. They were not unwilling to
bear shame for his name; but the reproach
has proved heavier than they can bear.—
They knew that they were to meet resist-
ance from the world ;—but not all thig
enmity, this malignity, this misrepresent-
ation. They did not refuse sacrifice and
suffering ; but the poverty, the disappoint-
ment, and the all but broken heart, have
gone beyond their calculations. The
wounds arc deeper, the fiery darts are
sharper, the furnace is hotter, the road is
rougher, the hill is higher, the stream is
deeper, than thex had thought.

They do not wish they had not become
Christians; but they hardly know what to
do, nor which way to turn. They submit,
but they, do not count 1t all joy. They
have the sadness of the apostle, without
his exulting gladness. His was but halfa
sorrow, because of the joy; their’s is but
half a joy, because of the sorrow. 1In
such a case they need to be put in mind
of the apostolic hope, by which the prim-
itive Church was sustained, lest Satan
should get an advantage over them, or
lest they be weary and faint in their
minds. .

There is another class of Christians,
however, of whom Paul here morc especial-
ly speaks. They are the easy-minded and
self-satisfied, who think themselves full
and rich. They have not been emptied
from vessel to vessel, and so they have
settled on their lees. They are not like
Laodiceans, but very near them; they are
not foolish virgins, but very like Phem.—
They would not think of following the
world ; but they do not like the idea of
confronting and condemning it. They
would rather be saved from the ill-will
and scorn which separation from its vani-
ties and gaieties is sure to produce; all
the while enjoying Christianity at their
firesides, and congratulating themselves on
the prudence by means of which they have
succeeded in avoiding the reproach,without
relinquishing their profession. They would
rather not expose themselves to too much
shame,for over-zeal, or over-decision,or over-
boldness in the cause of Christ, A little
compromise With the world, they think,
does no harm. A proper enjoyment of
its harmless amusements, they are per-
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suaded, is of great benefit to themselves,
and of wonderful mse in conciliating
worldly men, and soothing away their
prejudices. They look with no small dis-
like upon the out-spoken fervour of fear-
less single-eyed disciples, to whom Christ
is everything, and the world nothing;
nay, they join With the scoffer in reviling
these men a8 excited enthusiasts; profess-
ing themselves the best of Christians all
the while, and announcing that the religion
they admire is unostentatious and undem-
onstrative, modest and retiring; nay,
they grow warm in denouncing zeal for
Christ, and never fail to add that these
over-zealous Christians do more harm
than good. Of such it is that the apostle
writes these words of solemn rebuke,—
“Now ye =re full, now ye are rich, ye
have rei-ncd as kings without us.”” And
it isin reference to their conduct that he
adds these other words of sorrowful
irony,—“ 1 would to God ye did reign,
that we also might reign with you;” I
would it were what you seem to think, the
time of the kingdom; I would that the
day of reigning were come, that we might
be delivered from these calamities; but,
alas for us, that day has not yet broken,
we are not in the kingdom yet, but only
suffering the tribulation on the way to it.

Let us now ascertain the exact teaching
of these words.

I. There is a reign for us.—We are
made kings and priests unto God, in vir-
tue of our oneness with Him who is our
King and Priest as well a3 God's King and
Priest. The Church is a royal priesthood,
a noble band of Melchisedecs, each one of
which can say even now, ¢ Wehave receiv-
ed the kingdom that cannot be moved.”
In unison with the host above, we sing
not only, “Thou hast redeemed us by Thy
blood,” but, “ We shall reign on theearth.”
It doth not yet appear what we shall be
—for the disguise of mortality is on us—
but we know that the crown of life, the
crown of righteousness, is in store for us,
and that, ifg we suffer, we shall also reign.
Not safely merely. nor blessedness, nor
glory, but a kingdom, a sceptre, a throne.
The world's reign isnow; the Church’s
reign is coming. Satan i3 now earth’s
prince ; Christ will soon be king.

I. That reign will end our tribulation.
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—Thereis first the suffering, and then the
glory. The dawn of the glory is the dis-
persion of the clouds, and the stilling of
the storm. For that glory comes from
the presence of the glorious one; and in
His presence there can be no mourning,
and no darkness, It is His reign, as well
ag ours; and into His kingdom nothing
that defileth or darkeneth shall enter.
Were that erastill the time of His absence,
we could not be assured of its unmingled
brightness; but it is the day of His pre-
sence, and that is the assurance to us ofits
sorrowless splendour. There shall be no
night there, for the sun goes not down.
There shall be no more curse, for the Bless-
ed One is there. The winter is past; the
rain is over and gone; the clouds return
no more. Not the kingdom only, but the
King, has come; and with Him all His
saints. The last battle is over; the usurp-
er dethroned and bound ; mortality isswal-
lowed up of life; the days of mourning
are ended; the tears are wiped away.
The marriage of the Lamb is come; the
Bride and the Bridegroom have met; the
New Jerusalem has descended; Solomon
and Pharaoh’s daughter are upon its throne.
‘We shall hear no %onger of a church mili-
tant and a church triumphant ; no more of
a“divided Christ,” ora“ divided Cburch;”
part weeping, part rejoicing; sonie above,
some below ; souls in heaven, bodics in the
grave ; Christ's redeemed members scatter-
ed everywhere. All this isover. Separa-
tion, distance, death, toil, weariness, sigh-
ing,—all havefled away. The year of the
redeemed iscome. Their reproach is end-
ed ; their reigning is begun.

ITI. We are to look and long for that
reign.—When the apostle says, ““ 1 would
to God that ye did reign, that we also
might reign with you,” he meant to say,
“(Oh that that day were come which ye

'scem to think has arrived already; then

should we and you rejoice and triumph to-
gether.” He saw nothing on this side of
that reign but reproach and tribulation.
Streaks of sunlight there might be, but
not the day. Hours of rest might relieve
the lifetime’s weariness, but ¢ the rest that
romaineth’ was awaiting the arrival of the
King.

In prosperous days the Church has for-
gotten these things; becoming contented
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with the imperfect and the mortal; ceas-
ing to sigh for the incorruptible and the
undefiled. Hence she cannot be trusted
with ease. This has always been to her
a peril and a snare. In gracious wisdom
God has made her path rough and her cup
bitter; that she may not take her case,
nor tarry by the way; but set her affec-
tion on things above.

In telling us of the kingdom, God
meant us to think much of it, to desire it,
to count all earth a shadow when compar-
ed toit. Our eyes arc to be upward,
eastward, watching for the day. Our
“heart’s dcsire and prayer” is to be for

“the hastening of the kingdom. For the
Church’s sake, as well as for our own, we
are to plead for its arrival. This is our

- hope; and there is none like it! These
are our prospects, and what is there here

that can come between them and us? It
is not sentimentalism, nor fanaticism, nor

fancy, to desire the kingdom. It is «im-

ple faith; that faith which is thesubstance
of things hoped for. Love, too, constraing
us to these longings. Yes, love; love to
the king compels us; for while the expec-
tations of glory to ourselves is no mean
nor feeble motive; yet, above and beyond
this, there is personal attachments to the

Lord himself;—true-hearted loyalty which

quickens within us the vehement longing
that He should be glorified!

—~®

HOW TO BE EDIFIED WITH
PREACHING.

On one oceasion, a friend made a ree
mark that impressed me deeply, I hope
abidingly.

‘We attended the ministry of his belov-
ed friend H. , and on one occasion,
adverting to certain criticisms that had
been heard on his discourses by some who
seemed to sit in judgmenton their teacher,
—I asked him, “ How is it, that while
they call one of his sermons fine, and an-
other dry, and so forth, I find them all so
profitable, and always come away well
fed!” With animated quickness, he re-
plied, « I'll tell you how it is,—you pray

for him!” “Indeed, I do, and that he
" may be taught to teach me!” « Aye,
there it is, and your prayer is answered.”

Now, mark me, the preacher and the
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flock either feed or starve one another:
what they withhold from him in prayer,
they lose in doctrine. Those whomerely
listen to cavil or admire, come away empty
of spiritual food. .

Those who give liberally to their minis-
ter, in secret prayer for him, have their
souly made fat by the very same doctring
that falls unblest upén others, He added,
« Bear dear H. more and more up-
on your heart before your Father’s throne,
and you will feast mole 1argely upon the
banquet that he spreads.”

1 have to be thankful that my friend’s
counsel was not lost on me. From that
shepherd, indeed, I Wwas soon removed,
and very soon after he followed D—a
to glory: but I had already carried the
lesson into another pasture, where, richl
and abundantly as we are fed, mine ai-
ways appears & Bepjamin’s mess: for T
bad learned the secret of the profitable
barter, which I would commend to every
Christian  hearer — instant, affectionate,
individual intercession for the teacher, in
the spirit of faith; then may we sit con-
tented, and humbly confident to receive
the assured answer in the portion which
he is commissioned to divide.

TEMPTATION.

Such is the nature of temptation, that
unless it is instantly and constantly resist-
ed, injury will result to us in our moral or
physical nature. To tamper with sin is
to fall. It will not do to say, only this
one time will I step aside from the right
way; if we do, the inclination to repeat
the same wrong is two-fold greater than
before. Hence we must resist the first
solicitations to sin with our best endeav-
ours, and say with resolute decision. ¢ Get
thee behind me, Satan.’ For the first
yielding to sin is generally the leader to
other sins. The first oath to the swearer,
the first drink to the drunkard, the first
theft to the thief, and pfecisely as the first
giving way to a temptation to doany other
wrong. Sin grows, and it isof wonderful-
ly quick growth; the poisonous inhalation
from it soon contaminating and destroy-
ing others. Sin, like 1misery, loves com-
pany, and such ashave been lured into sin,
soon lead others away from the path of
virtue.
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DO .WHAT YOU CAN.
BY THE REV. J. C. RYLE. °

« She hath done what she could.’—Mark Xiv. 8.

The text which heads this paper de-
serves attentive consideration. It contains
words which were spoken by the Lord
Jesus Christ in praise of a woman. Her
name We are not told: this single action
is all that we know about her. But she
was praised by Christ. Blessed indeed
are those whom the Lord commendeth.

The circumstances of the history are few
and simple. Our Lord was sitting in the
house of Simon the leper, at Bethany,
“two days” before his crucifixion, The
end of his work was drawing near; and he
knew it. The cross and the grave were
in sight; and he saw them. “As he sat
at meat, there came a woman having an
nlabaster box of ointment of spikenard
very precious; and she brake the box, and
poured it on his head. And there were
some that had indignation within them-
selves.”” They found fault with the wo-
man’s action, They said it was ‘ waste,”
They murmured against her. But here
at once the Great Head of the Church in-
terposed. He declared that the woman
had done a good work. She had seized
the last oceasion she had of doing honour
to her master. She had used the only
means she had of testifying her affection.
Aod then he placed on her conduct the
gseal of his approbation in these solemn
words— She hath done what she could.
. Wheresoever this gospel shall be
preached throughout the whole world,
this also that she hath done shall be spoken
of for a memorial of her” Such was
the occasion when these words were spo-
ken. Now what are the lessons which
they are meant to teach us? There are
two which appear to me to stand out
prominently on the face of the sentence,
{wo mighty priuciples which ought never
to be forgotten. Let me try to show
what they are,

L. We learn, for oue thing, that the
Lord Jesus likes Lis people to bs doing
Christians, He commends the action of
the woman Lefore him. Others sat by iv
idle admiration, but never lifled a finger
to do honour to their Messiah. It was
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very different with this woman. She
“did” something. She did * what she
could.” Hence the praises bestowed on
her. The Great Head of the Church likes
«“doing’ Christians.

What do I mean by *“doing” Chris-
tiana?! I mean Christians who show their
Cbristianity in their lives—by deeds, by
actions, by practice, by performance.—
True religion is not made up of general
notions and abstract opinions—of certain
views, and doctrines, and feelings and sen-
timents. Useful as these things are, they
are not everything. You must not rest
content with them. You wmust see that
they produce a certain line of conduct in
daily life. It matters little what a man
thinks, and feels, and wishes in religion, if
he never gets further than thinking, and
feeling, and wishing. The great question
is, What fruit does the man bring forth
What does he do? How does he live?

“ Doing " is the only satsfactory proof
that a man is a living member of the
Lord Jesus Christ, and that his faith is
the faith of God's elect. True faith is not
like the faith of devils, who believe and
tremble, but neither love nor obey. True
faith will never be found alone, though it
alone justifies. 'When there is faith, there
will always be love, and obedience, and an
earnest desire to do God’s will. Living
members of Christ, will always show some-
thing of their Master's mind. Weak as
they may be, they love to follow his exam-
ple whose whole life was action. It may

be Jittle that they are able to do, but that

lictle they will try to do. We may be
very sure there is no gracs where there is
no * doing.”

“Doing” is the only satisfactory proof
that your Christianity is a real work of
the Bpirit. Talking and profession are
cheap and easy things. They cost noth-
ing. They are soon picked up, soon
learned, soon forgotten, and soon laid
aside. But “ doing " requires trouble and
self-denial. It looks like “ business,” and
makes the world believe that religion is a
reality. I care littleto hear that a man
likes sermons, and always goes to hear,
and thinks sermons very good aund very
fine. I have lived long enough not to be
satisfied with this. It is only blossoms;
isit not fruit. I wantto know what the

-

-
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man poEr. . What does he do ir pmi-
vate! What does he do in his family?
What does he do on week-days? Is his
religion anything better than a Sunday
coat—a thing put on every Sunday morn-
g, and put off every Sunday night? If
there is no ““ poING ” in a man’s religion,
it is not of the rightsort. It has not
got the true stamp on it. Like bad silver
and gold, or plated articles, it has not got

the yoldsmith’s mark on it. It is worth
" little now; it will bring no peace on a
death-bed; it will not pass the gate of hea-
ven.

“ Doing” is the only evidence that will
avail a man on the day of judgment. Let
any one note the conclusion of the 25th
chapler of St. Matthew, and he will see
what I mean. Your works will be the
witnesses by which your faith will be
tried. The question will not be, What
church did you attend? and what profes-
sion did you make? and what experience
have you had? and what did you wish
to be?” The only question will be, What
rrUITS did your faith produce? « Faith,”
says James, “if it hath not works, is
dead, being aloue” (James ii. 17).

Your works cannot justify you, my
dear reader. They cannot save. They
cannot put away our sin. Christ’s work
alone can do that. But there never was a
justified man who did not do works—at
any rate, some. Youraworks do not go
before you into heaven, nor yet alongside
of you. The souls that get there see
none of their works. They only see Jesus
Christ’s precious blood and all-prevailing
intercession. But your works are to “ fol-
low” you, if you are to go to beaven, in
order to speak to your character. ¢ Bles-
sed are the dead which die in the Lord,
that they may rest from their labours;
aud their works do follow them” (Rev.
xiv. 13), Never was there a greater mis-
take than to suppose that works are of no
consequence because they cannot justify
and cavnot save. The supposition shows
gross ignorance, and it is a sad perversion
of Scripture.

Are true Christians Qod's workman-
ship—are they new creatures? Yes! The
Spirit made them what they are. But
mark what St. Paul tells the Ephesians
(ii. 10). *“ We are his workmanship, cre-
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ated in Christ Jesus unto good works,
which God hath before ordained that we
shpuld walk in them.”

Are true Christians a peculiar people?
Yes! God has chosen them out of the
world, and called them to be his. Byt
wherefore? St. Paul tells” Titus *that
they may be zealous of good works—
careful to maintain good works” (Titus ii.
14; iii. 8).

Remember this, dear resder. Let no
man deceive you with vain words. Let
none persuade you that “doing is not an
important part of Christianity, It is an
old saying, « Handsome is that handsome
does” T mend it. I say, * Christian is
that Christian does.” Would you be a
happy Christian, and 6130) great comfort ¢
would you be useful and a benefit to oth-
ers? I'trust many would like this. Then
store up my advice to-day. Be a good
Christian. “Be doers of the word and
not hearers only” (James i. 22).

I1. We learn, for anotber thing, from
this woman’s history, that all true Chris-
tigns can do something, and that all
should do what they can. What do I
mean by “doing something?” 1 mean
doing something for God’s glory—some-
thing for Christ’s cause—something for
the souls of others—something to spread
true religion—something to oppose the
march of sin and the devil—something to
enlighten the darkness around us—some-
thing to improve and amend the world.
Something or other, 1 say, every true
Christian can do, and what he can do he
ought to do.

Now I know well the devil labours to
make true Christians do nothing. Doing
Churistians are the devil’s greatest enemies.
Doing Christians pull down his work, and
weaken his hands. He will try hard to
prevent you being a man of this charac-
ter. Iwarn every one who has reason to
hope that he1s a true Christian to remem-
ber this, and to be on his guard. Listen
not to the reasons which Sata_n puts into
your heads. Satan was a liar from the
beginning, and you must 1ot let his lies
prevent you doing good. Stand on your
guard, and be not deceived.

Satan will tell some that they are too
young to do anything. Believe him not:
that is a lie. The greatest men in the
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world and Church began to work, and
were great, at & very early age. Alexan-
der the Great conquered the world before
ho was thirty. Pitt was prime minister of
England before he was twenty-five. Itis
never too foon to begin werking for Christ.
Yet a little while, and the enemy will say,
“You are tooold, and it is too late.”
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Grant that you have only one talent; see
to it that your one talent is laid out as
heartily for God as if you had a hundred.
Ah, reader! it is not gifts that are neces-
sary for doing good, but will. Itis often
the “ one-talent ” penple that are the most
slow to move,

But Satan will tell some that they have

Satun will tell others that they stand no opportunities for doing anything—no

alone too much to do any good.

Believe | door open on any side.

Once more 1

him not: that is another lie, There never | say, Believe him not; this also is a great

was achange for good or evil in the world’s
history which may not be traced up to

1

lie, Never believe that you have no op-
portunity of doing good, till you are cast

one man. Martin Luther, Mahomet, Na- [ on a desert island, and cut off from the

poleon—all are cases in point, They all
tose from the ranks. They stood alone
at first, They owed nothing to position
or patronage. Yet see what they did!
Away with the idea that numbers alone
have power! It is minorities, and not ma-
jorities, that shake the world. Think of
the little flock of Christ left bebind him.
Think of 120 believers in the upper cham-
bers in Jerusalem, and remember what
they did to the nations.
what wonderful things a few resolute
hearts can do.

Satan will tell others that they have no
power todoanything. He will say, «“You
bave no gifts, ro talents, no influence.—
You bad better sit still.” Believe him
not: this also is a lie. Everybody has a
certain degree of influence and weight on
earth, "Some have a ton weight, some a
hundred weight, some a pound, some an
ounce, gome only a grain; but all have
some. Everybody is continually helping
forward the cause of God or the cause of
the devil. Every morning you rise from
your bed you ao forth to gather with
Christ or to scatter. Every night you lie
down in that bed you have ecither been
building the walls of Zion or helping to
pull them down. There are but two par-
ties and sides in the world—tbe side of
God and the side of the devil—the side of
good and the side of evil. No man, wo-
man, or child can ever be neutral, and live
to themselves; one of tha two sides they
are always helping, whether they will or
no.  Grant that your gifts and powers are
but & ‘grain of sand; will you not throw
that graininto the scale of Giod's cause?
1t is the last grain that turns the scale,and
the last pound that breaks the horse’s back.

And then learn

i

|

|

| say, Yes!

‘the worldly, advise the weak?

face of mankind; never till you are the
last man in the world, never till then be-
lieve that there is no opening fcr doing
good.

Doyou ask me what you can do? I
reply, There is something for every true
Christian to  do. The least and
lowest, the weakest, and feeblest child
of God is surrounded by pcople to whom
he may do good. Have you not got re-
latives and connections, husband or wife,
or parents, or children, brothers or sisters?
Have you not got friends, or companious,
or fellow-servants? Have yonu not got
masters or mistresses, or labourers, or sev-
vanis? Who in the world, almost, could
say, No! to this question? who but must
If you say, Yes! then behold
vour opportunities of doing good. Harm
or good you must do to all about you: you
cannot help it. See to it that you do
GOOD. _

Have you not got a fongue to speak
with? Might you not often speak a word
of counsel! Might you not encourage the
wavering, quicken the slothful, recall the
backslider, check the profligats, reprove
Might
you not often put in a word for God and
Chiist, and show your coloms? Who
can tell the power of “a word apoken in
season ?” It hagoften been the salvation .
of a soul.

Have you not the power of doing good
by your life?  You may work wonders by
steady consistency and pa tient continuance
in we'l doing. You may make peopla
think by exercisinug graces before them
when they stop their ears against good
counsel, and cannot be reclaimed by the
tongue. Patience and meekness, brotherly
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kindness and charity, a forbearing and for-
giving spirit, a gentle, unselfish, and con-
siderate temper—all these have often a
mighty effect in the long run, Like the
constant dropping of water, they can wear
away prejudices. Thousands can under-
stand them, who cannot understand doc-
trine. There is such a thing as “ win-
ning without the word.” (1 Peter iii. 1). |

I speak of things within the reach of
all who have the will to do something for
God. I might say more. I might speak
of the good that might be done every-
where by trying to teach the ignorant. 1
might speak of help that might be given
to charitable and religious societies, merely
by making them known. Thousands of
pounds might be got for home and abroad,
if only men who cannot give themselves
would ask others to give.

But I forbear. I have said enough to
give food for thinking. Let a man once
have the will to do good, and he will
soon find the way. He will find that good
can be done.

A true Christian should desire to Jeave
the world when be dies, a better world
than it was when he was born, and give
his mite to improve it, whether in money,
talents or time. Let every onme on earth
who hopes he is a true Christian remem-
ber this, Let every man wake up, rub
his eyes, look round him, and see if he
cannot do something. Let no .one say 1
can do nothing, unless he has tried. Let
no one say he bas tried, and it is no use,
because he has not done everything that !
he wanted. There is much pride and
mortified vanity in that thought. Let no
one fancy heis doing no good, because
he sees no immediate fruit from it. God’s
time isoften not our time. Daties are ours
and results are God’s. But something let
every true man of God try to do.

Set the Lord Jesus Christ before you,
reader; and go forward in his footsteps,
looking unto him. Let him be your
strength, and let him be your example.
« He went about doing good.” Go and
do like him. You may be able to do
very little: but o wHaT You caAN.

—

that shall

Y

“ Whatsoever a man soweth,
he also reap.”—@al. vi. 7.
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CHRISTIAN UNITY.
BY THE AUTHOR OF * SELF-MADE MEN.”

Previous to the apostacy of which Sa.
tan was the leader, the moral universe was
characterised by the strictest unity. Tha
various orders of spiritual beings were
bound by the filial tie of affection to one
Parent, and were subject to one govern-
ing Head. The throne of God was the
great centre, from which they hastened to
execute their several com_missions, and to
which they again sped with their respec-
tive offerings. The immediate effect of
sin was the dissolution of this unity. But
the avowed design of the Gospel is the re-
establishment of union in our department
of the moral creation. The Chuarch of
Christ is one, even as the h_uman race is
one; and the days roll rapidly on when
the grand text shallbe repeated through-
out all lJands—¢* There is neither Jew nor
Greek, neither bond nor free, there is nei-
ther male nor female; for ye are all one in
Christ Jesus.” Were practical effect given
to Christjanity, it would emparadise the
world.  Listen to the angelic song—
“Glory to God in the bighest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men.” Epis-
copalians, Presbyteriuns, Independents,
Methodists, and Baptists may indulge in
fierce contentions, but Christianity breathes
universal benevolence— Grace be with
all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ
in sincerity.”

All true believers are distinguished by
identity of spiritual life. Man is capable
of three kinds of life—spiritual, natural,
and intellectual. The second and the
third are common to all; the first is pecu-
liar to Christians. “I am come that the
might have life, and that they might have
it more abundantly.” “I am the resur-
rection and the life: he that believeth in
me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:
and whosoever liveth and believeth in me
shall never die.” I am crucified with
Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me.! Now, in this high-
est species of life, there ia.absolut,e, indivisi-
ble, and indisputable unity. In the count-
less arms and twigs of a large and umbra-
geous tree, or in the various members of
the human body, there is but a single vi-
tal prineciple at work—Dbut one living cur-
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rent flowing and returning in a beautiful
and complex system of ductsand chaanels.
Hence it is said, with instructive and de-
signed significancy, “Tam the vine, ye
are the branches.” “Ye are the body of
Christ.” Thus believers are animated,
not merely by the same kind of life, but
Ly the same life. They furnish an exam-
ple, not of resemblance only, but of iden-
tity. Thislife will outlive death, and re-
main incorruptible amid the corruptions
of the grave, An eminent painter once
said, when bringing all the skill of his art
to bear upon a picture, “I paint for pos-
terity.” Christians can adopt this higher
tone~—+ We live for eternity.”

All true believers resemble each other in
moral character. The manifestations of
the Divine life are as uniform as those
from which we infer natural or lintellectu-
al life. Hence we conclude that all who
have the life of God must resemble each
other in moral principles. They are in
common, purified from the “lust of the
flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of
life”” By the Spirit they are “all sealed
unto the day of redemption” with the
same seal; and the impression which it
leaves is the ““image of God.” As «fel-
low-citizens,” they are children of the
same soil, subject to the same laws, com-
prebended in the same institutions, speak
the same language, and love the same ob-
Jects.  Without exception, the same prin-
ciples are seated in their hearts, the same
views regulate and control their lives, and
the same virtuesand graces adorn their
characters. In each section of the visible
Church, and in each of the varied races
of the human family, it will be found that
all believers, when compared with each
other, are pervaded by one class of moral
principles, marked by one character, and
illustrate the most perfect unity.

There is far more of Christian unity
among those who hold the principles of
the Reformation than there was at the
beginning of the present century; and
were all the prejudices and misleading par-
tialities which arise out of the state of the
conscience and of the heart, removed, a
very near approximation would be made
to agreement in doctrinal belief. ~As it is,
we are all one about the great fundamen-
tals. If vou ask the teachers of Christi-
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anity the way to God and heaven, all will
at once answer, “Believe on the Lord
Josus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.”

The greatest impediments to Christian
unity arise out of sheer misunderatanding.
That mwan was a philosopher who prefaced
every debate with— Grentlemen, define
vour terms.”  During the Peninsular war,
an officer of artillery had just served a gun
with admirable precision against a bod
of men in a wood to his left. The duke
rode up, and after turning his glass for a
moment 1n the direction of the shot, said,
in his own cool way,  Well aimed, captain
but nothing more ; they are our own 39th!”
That was a sad mistake. But alas! too
often, on purpose, have the armies of Jesus
turned the great guns of the Church,
which might have battered down citadels
of Satan, agaiust Christian brethern. On
the field of battle the English, Irish, and
the Scottish branches of the army concen-
trate all their energies in the vindication
of the throne under whose shadow they
are happy, and fight for that flag which
has waved for a thousand years over the
field of vietory. Why should it not be so
among Christians? The forces of dark-
ness are marshalling—why should not the
armies of light converge? « How long
shall Ephraim envy Judah, and Judah vex
Ephraim ¢”

All true believers are one in spiritual
privilege. In many respects Christians
differ from each other. One rolls along
in a chariot of ease, and another treads
with naked feet the world’s highway.
The saints are also of every variety of the
human race, and of every complexion.
There is the white European, the Red
Man of the West, the sable aborigines of
Africa, and the delicate Asiatic. Yet
these differences are utterly lost sight of,
when we reflect on the things in which
they agree. They are all equally subjects
of Divine grace. They all agree in lov-
ing the one glorious Saviour—are all alike
free to the same Cross, and welcome to the
same throne of grace. They are all wash-
ed in the same fountain—sanctified by the
same Spirit, and heirs of the same eternal
glory. ~Any apparent differences which
exist are only as long lived as the journey
on which they are: differences of all kinds
will end when they reach the same heaven.
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All true believers shall dwell together
for ever with Christ. Grace gathers the
people of God into one Chureh Lelow, and
glory gathers them 1o one bright
home above, Luther and Calvin, Whit- |
field and Wesley, have long since celebrat-
ed the funeral of their differences,  Let
their followers learn to be charitable, and
while holding firmly their own principles,
paure, before rashly condemning a fellow-
Christian, because the husbaudry of his
soul displays results which the culture of
their souls has not 1eared or ripened.

THE LAND OF BEULAH.

“Were I to adopt the figurative lan-
guage of Bunyan, I might date this letter
from the land of Beulah, of which I have
been for some weeks a happy inhabitant.
The celestial city is full in my view. Its
glories beam upon me, its breezes fan me,
its cdours are wafted to me, its sounds
strike upon my ears, and its spirit is
breathed into my heart. Nothing separ-
ates me from ti but the river of death,
which now appears as but an insignificant .
rill, that may be crossed at a single step,
whenever God shall give permission.

“The Sun of Righteousness has been
gradually drawing nearer and nearer, ap-
pearing larger and brighter as He ap-
proached, and now He fills the whole
hemisphere, pouring forth a flood of glory,
in which I secm to float like an insect in
the beams of the sun, exulting, yet al-
most trembling, while I gaze on this ex-
cessive brightness; and wondering, with!
unutterable wonder, why God should
deign to shine thus upon a sinful worm.
A single heart and a single tongue seem
altogether inadequate to my wants. I want
a whole heart for every separate emotion,
and a whole tongue to express that emo-
tion.

“Q, my sisler, could you know
what awaits the Christian, could you
know even so much as I know, you could
not refrain from rejoicing, and even leap-
ing for joy. Labours, trials, troubles,
would be nothing. You would rejoice in
trials, and glory in tribulations, and, like
Paul and Silas, sing God’s praises in the
darkest night and in the deepest danger.

“You have known a little of my trials

and conflicts, and that they have neither
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been few nor small; and I hope this glo-
rious termination of them will serve to
strengthen your faith and elevate your
hope. Hold on your Christian course
but a few days longer, and you Will meet
in heaven your happy and aflectionate
brother.—EDWARD Pavsox.

“ PorTLAND, U.8,, 1827."

HYMN TO THE HOLY SPIRIT.

Come, Thou Sgirit,‘evcr-living,
Gome, trne God. in &ll Thy power;
Not in vain Thy graces giving,
Fill us with them evermore;
80 in our dark hearts shall shine
Spirit, light, and life divine.

Breathe into onr hear!s and senses
Wisdom, cotnsel, puve desires;
And before our work commences,
Shoy us what Thy will requires;
Make our knowledge f-und, that we
Be from taint of error free.

In the path of safety lead us,

Which Thy Word to us hath shown,
Let no obstacle impede us,

Clear away each stumbling stone;
After every known offence,
Work in us true penitence.

Let our hearts with joy and gladness
Feel we are the sons of God,

And when troubles cause us sadness,
Let ns meekly kiss the rod;

Knowing for our good is sent

Our kind Iather’s chastisement.

Stir us up with childlike boldness
To unfold to Him our need,

Melt to tears and sighs our coldness,
Plead for us, and intercede;

Granted thus be our request,

And our confidence increased!

Should we yet for consolation,
Sometimes pine, by anguish wrung,
And cry out in tribulation,
Ah! my God, my God, how long?
End our griefs, or, what is best—
Give us courage, patience, rest.

Thou from whom all good proceedeth,
Spirit of all power and might,

Give the strength our warfare needeth,
Arm us for the deadly fight;

Grant that we at length through Thee

May he crowned with victory.

To our faith give firm endurance,
Tet not Satan, death, or sneer,
Rob us of the sweet assurance,
Thou our God and shield art near:
Which, although the flesh deny,
Thy sure Word doth testify.

And should we at last be.dying,
Make us doubly sure of this,
That in Jesus’ bosom lying,
We shall taste of joy and bliss,
Which no human tongue can tell,
Pasgsing thought, unspeakable!
J. NEAXDER, 1769.
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PREPARED FOR THE WORST.

I am prepared for the worst, said a
young man, as he went off on a journey,
with his great-coat, wrapper, and umbrel-
la. And in the sense in which he used
the words, he was, as he only referred to
alittle cold or rain. But the words may
be taken in a much more important sense,
and even then there are some who can say,
« am prepared for the worst.” What is
the worst? and what is it to be prepared
for the worst? These are very important,
interesting, and solemn questions. Let us
look at them for a faw moments.

Deata! Is that the worst? So per-
haps some would think. It is the most
solemn event that can happen to usin this
world. It has been called *the king cf
terrors,” and “of all terrible things” it has
been said to be «the most terrible.” Well,
death, in one view of it, is a bad thing. It
is the enemy of our nature. We caunot
love it. It makes wives widows, children
fatherless, and affectionate husbands un-
happy. It has caused floods of tears to
flow, and human nature to shudder. But
it is most terrible to 1rs viermm. It ter-
minates his mortal course. It ends his ex-
istence in the present state. It introduces
him to an unseen world, to an unknown
state of existence. It terminates his plans,
schemes, and pleasures, and puts his pur-
poses and pretensions to the test. It is
very solemn. Are we prepared for it?
Except our sins are pardoned, our natures
are renewed, and our souls are reconciled
to God, we cannot be. Sin is the sting of
death. It gives it power to injure us, to
wound us, to destroy our brightest hopes.
If it reign in us, it will ruin us. If death
find us in an unpardoned state, it will be
dreadful. But if, through faith in Jesus,
our sins are all forgiven us,—if, by the op-
eration of the Holy Spirit, the atony heart
‘has been taken away, and the heart of flesb
given,—if we are reconciled to God by the
death of his Son, and are at peace with
him,—we are prepared for death. Itmay
seize, but it cannot hold us; it may lay
the body in the grave, but it cannot touch
the soul. Tts very nature is chasged to
us, and instead of injuring, it ouly lays the
body to sleep in the grave,and ivtroduces
the soul to in glory.

3

JupomeNT! Is standing before the judg-
ment-seat theworst? So some would say.
And itis enough to awaken the most seri-
ous thoughts, and arouse ten thousand
fears. To appear before divine justice, re-
presented by the Son of God, whose eyes
are as a flame of fire, to give an aecount of
our conduct,or rather misconduct, for twen-
ty, or forty, or sixty years,—how solemn!
how fearful this] ~ To account for sins
against the best of beings, against the plain-
est precepts, for so many years, and to feel
that we have not the least excuse to offer
for our conduct! He never provoked us
by his conduct towards ss, or injured us
in his dealings with us. We sinned just
because we would sin, and we persevered
in sin because we perversely preferred do-
ing 8o, to obeying his wise and holy pre-
cepts. He has commanded us to prepare
to give an account in his word, he appre-
hends by his officer Deatl, and he will
summon us to appear before his bar by the
sound of the Archangel’s trumpet. Are
we prepared for this?  We may be, but are
we? 1f so, we have embraced the Saviour,
and are justified through his finished work.
We have sought and- received the Holy
Spirit, and are sanctified by his power,
grace, andindwelling. We have come to
the Father through the Sou, and he has
blotted out all our sins in his preeious
blood. But is this the case! If we have
ouly one sin toanswer for, we are undone!
We might have obtained a pardon,—we
were promised one, if we applied for it
while Jesus was on the throne of grace; but
we neglected or refused, and now the door
of hope is shut, the throne of grace is va-
cated, and mercy has given place to jus-
tice. That we have one sic laid to our
charge, to be accounted for by ourselves,
is wholly and entirely our own fault. God
was ready to pardon. Jesus was exalted
to give repentance and remission of sins.
We were assured again and again, that by
him all that believe are justified from all
things. But if we would not go unto him
that we might have life,—if we refused to
receive the pardon presented, or to seek
the reconciliation promised, who is to
blame? We might have been pardoned;
but we would ot stoop to accept it. We
might have been justified from all things,
in the finished work of the Lord Jesusbut
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we would not embrace that work; and now

our pride and self-sufficiency have brought

uslow. If one sin is charged upon us, it}
is because Christ Jesus has been rejected

by us.

Heir! This is the worat. Nothing can
be compared to hell.  'What is it but the
wrath of God endured, the endless lash-
ings of a guilty conscience experiencad, the
desert of sin inflicted upon the sinner? In
hell, black despair reigns, remoise is eter-
nally felt, and pain and agony must be
eternally endured. In hell, justice appears
in allits terrible majesty, merey is for ever
excluded, and sinners ars left to torment
themselves, and to be tormented by Satan
aud his angels without end. Reader! are
you prepared for this? Can thine heart
endure, and can thy hancs be strong, in
tbe day that God shall deal with thee?
Will you go to hell# This question is pro-
posed to you every time you hear the gos-
pel.  Will you go to kell? This question
1 most solemnly ask you now. You need
not, for thers is 2 way of escape. You
need not, for God is good, and ready to
forgive. You need not, for the blood of
Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin. You
peed not, for the Spirit and the Bridesay,
¢« Come, and take of the fountain of the
water of life freely”” But if you refuse to
come, I protest unto you that you shall
surely perish. If you reject the Saviour,
T ask you in his own words, ** How saaLL
YOU ESCAPE THE DAMNATION OF HELLY
Are you prepared to linger eternally in
endless pains¥”  Areyou prepared to
dwell with devouring fire, to languish in
everlasting burnings? Are you? Can
you be? Let me beseech you with all
earnestness, with all tenderness, to lay
these things to heart. Flee, flee at once
1o Jesus. Receive him into your heart by
faith. Renounce all your refuges of lies,
give up yourself to him, and spend your
remaining days for Him; so will you be
prepared for the worst, Yes, then you
may look through time and allits changes,
and into eternity with all its solemnities,
and sing,—

# Now let the wildest storms arise,
Let tempests mingle carth and akies;

1’m safe in Christ, the ark of grace,
And soog shall see him face to face.
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Death will to me be life and peace,
A rest from sin, a sweet release;
For I through Jesu's precioud blood
Shall rise from death, to live with God,”

Late Rev. James Smith.

@ e e

JESUS IN COMPANY WITI HIS
DISCIPLES,

We are aware by how many different
ways our fellow disciples try us, and grieve
us: and, no doubt, Wwa grieve them. Wa
see, or faucy we see, some bad quality in
them, and find it hard to bearit, or to go
on in further company with them. Tt has
occurred to me that we may observe, that
just in those same ways the mind and
heart of Jesus were tried and grieved by
his disciples in the days of His flesh, and
yet He went on with them, we know, as T
need not add, “not overcome of evil, but
overcoming evil with good,” —tbe evil that
was in them, with the good that was in
Himself. 1 would mention some of these
wrong things in themn that must have
grieved Him, and the influence of which,
upon our own thoughts and feelings to-
wards others, we will understand and con-
tinually experience.

Vanity in another tries us—an air of
self-satisfacion, or the esteeming of our-
selves, and the putting of ourselves forth to
adroiration. The Lord was tried by this
spirit _in His disciples.  His mother be-
trayed it, and His kinsfolk, (John ii, vii.)
Peter was thus self-confident, when he
said, “Though all should be offended,
yet he would not.””  And all of them were
guilty of this, when they contended who
should be the greatest;and also when they
forbade those who followed not with them-
selves. ’ o

[li-temper is a very fretful thing; it so
interferes with us. Martha tried the Lord
with it, when she complained to Him of
her sister; and so did the apostles when
they urged Him to send away the multi-
tude, just because their privacy and repast

had been intruded upos, (Mark vi.) ~ Any
show of a covefous, grudging spirit is very
hateful to us. Jesus must have discerned
this, (aud therefore have bad to bear with
it,) on such occasions as Matt, xiv.17; xv.
33.

Unkindness, whether towards ourselves
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or to others, isvery irritating. Pater's in-
quiry in Mati, xviii. 21, covered, I believe,
what the Lord must have seen to be the
workings of an unkind and malevolent tem-
per; as also we seeit in Matt. xv. 23.

Indifference to others, and carefulness
about onesself, is very vexing to us also—it
is 80 selfish and cold-hearted. Jesus was
tried by enough of it in His disciples.
He asked them to watch with Him, but
He found them sleeping; He spake of
His death, but they were thinking of their
place and honours in the kingdom; He
spake of leaving them, but none of them
asked, “ Whither goest thou?” and in the
ship it was of their own safety they
thought. These were instances of cold in-
difference.

Ignorance is apt to try us, and make
us impatient. Whoever found more of it
in those He was contioually teaching than
the Lord? Some of the plainest lessons
they had not learned; and *when He spake
spiritually or mystically to them, they lis-
tened to Him as ¢n the letter—they were
asking explications of the simplest, parables,

Unspirituality of mind m fellow-dis-
ciples is a trial to us. How much of this
amongst His people was the Lord coutinu-
ally suffering! and He was always light
in discovering it. We often, through vani-
ty or self esteem, mistake mere nonconfor-
mity with ourselves for it.

These are among the ways in which the
disciples must have tried the mind of their
Divine Master; and these are some of the
tempers and characteristica which to this
hounr try and fret us in our brethren. It
may be thought that the instances here
adduced are but faint and minute expres-
sions of these different wrong tempers.
That may be. But we must remember
how pure and perfect the mind of Jesus is,
and then we shall know, that though the
instance was faint, and the occasion a small
one, yet His finer sensibility gave it more

than the importance of the greatest occasion. |

And comforting, let me say it is, to see
the Lord going before us in snch trials as
theso. But if He have gone before us in
the trials themselves. He has also left us
an example of q series of viclories over
them, and in these victories He has told
us to “follow His steps;” for mot only in

His ways with His adversaries, but in His
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waya with his désciples, is He our pattern.
If, in not answering reviling with reviling,
nor wrong with threatenings, He is an ex-
ample to us, 80 also in His gotng on still
with His disciples, in spite of naughty out-
breaks and many shorlcomings among
them, For we have returned to Him as “ the
Shepherd and Bishop of our souls,” in all
things as the One who is a pattern to us—
how we should carry ourselves to all, ad-
versaries or bretbren, (1 Pet. ii. 21-25.)
And He, as I said, was never overcome of
evil that was in another, but ever over-
come it by the good that was in Himself,
(Rom, xii. 21.) :

Thus did he suffer from His disciples,
and thus did be conquer. How ready are
our seifish hearts to plead our right to part
company, ifanother do not please us.
But this was not Jesus. The pride, the
indifference, the ill-temper, and the low
unspiritual mind, which the disciples were
continually betryaing, did not tempt Hru
to take distance from them.

For at the END of their walk together,
He is nearer to them than ever, (Jobn xiv,
xvi) He did not part company with them
because they gave Him much exercise of
heart, and were continually drawing upon
Him. He warned and instructed them;
He rebuked and condbmnued them; but
never gave them uy* Blewsed, perfect
Master! lover of our souls at all cost!
(1 John ii. 8.)

WISBING AND WAITING.

O for & power that could express
My Saviour's boundless love!
His perfect grace and tenderness,
His cere, all thought above!
Alas! my words are all too weak,
When of that sweetest name I speak.

Dear Lord, Thou from eternal days
Hast had the praise of Heaven,

Yet when my feltering voice I raise,
Thine ear in grace is given,

In broken strains, in accents weak,

Thou hearest what the heart would speak.

My Saviour, let me reach my home,
by beauty there to see!
Thouknowest how Ilong to come
‘Where I may dwell with Thee.
Distressed no more—no longer weak,
In raptures there Thy praise I'll speak!
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A REMINISCENCE OF MY PRISON
LIFE.

BY MANUEL MATAMOROS.

In the first montbs of the third year of m
imprisonment, my health was much enfeebled.
I was often scarcely able to take a few steps

yin my chamber. I felt, and my friends agreed
with me, that the time of my earthly removal
was not far off, and I rejoiced in the hope
that I would be in the presence of my Savi-
our. The governor of the prison, impreased,
without doubt, with the seriousness of my ill-
ness, offered me, in the name of his chief, the
choice of & man among the prisoners who
might perform for me the duties of a ser-
vant.

I accepted the proposal. “ Very well,” he
said, * and who will you have ?”

“Send me,” I answered, “ the worst, crim-
inal of all.” o

There was in prison a young man of twen-
ty-eight, against whom there had been a
number of charges, for only two of which he
had been condemned to thirty-five years of

enal servitude. He had been a chief of

rigands. He was aman of savage energy
and of intrepid courage, who had many a
time fought with the police agentssent to cap-
tare him,and in every such combat forced them
to retreat. Such he had been, and was still,
evenin prison. Every one suspected him—
his fellow—prisoners, who had often felt the
effects of his brutal force, as well as the jail-
ers. Such was the man given me for m
servant. The goveruor  was evidently well
pleased to see him separated from the others.

Though such was the case I received him
with joy, aud felt myself moved with much
compassion for him when I knew his history,
as it was told me by the jniler. On his part,
he undertook the eervice with pleasure, for
near me his position was much improved in
every respect. He enjoyed more liberty, and
he had the privilege of receiving his old fath:
er from time to timne in my cell; Le had been
before permitted to see him only at a distance,
and in the preseuce of the jailers. By des
grees the respect which the unfortunate man
had for me changed into a lively affection.
Often be has said to my mother, * Ah ! mad-
am, if the shutting up of .the jailers in this
dungeon would have set your son at liberty
I would have done it long ago, as I easily
could.” And I am sure he would have tried
it, dangerous as it was, if I had not turned
him from it. When I kuew better his char:
acter and his thoughts, I was convinced
that, notwithstanding his depraved and crim.
inal life, be had still a heart snsceptible of
noble and geuerous sentiment. One day he
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said, “If I had not met with vile friends, I
would never have taken to robbery; bat,
pushed on by some cowardly fellows who did
Dot dare to try it themselves alone, and once
drawn into it in this way, robbery soon be:
came & habit’ of my life. But,” added he,
with a look of satisfaction, “I never toqk
anything from'the poor, and I never, either
with my gun or my poignard, drew & drop of
blood. I was abrigand without doubt, bute
brigand who could boast of being always
honourable.” Poor unfortanate.

Certain details of his history were unknown
to anybody. I was the ouly person to whom
he communicated them, for had they been
known, be certainly would not have escaped
capital punishment. Thus I arrived by des
grees at a knowledge of his deeper feelings.

Ope day, at the moment When I was begin.
ning my morning worship, he was preparing
to quit my cell. I induced him to remain;
and he sat down beside me. I opened the
Bible at the third chapter. of St. John’s Gos:
pel. During the reading of it his face brights
ened up with a happiness that iocreased eve
moment. When I came to the 16th, 17th,
and 18th verses, I read slowly and with em-

hasis ; a deep emotion seemed to agitate

im. I seized my opportunity, and read far-
ther the eighth chapter of the epistle to the
Romans. We fell upon our knees, and it
was given me to pray with much fervour and
confidence for the man who had already in-
spired me with so much affection. When we
rose, the tears were pouring down my com-
Funion's face. Iknew not if,in my whole
ife, I have ever had a happier moment than
this in which I saw this soul entering on the
path of life eternal. I left him under the
sweet impression, and later I asked him only,
“ What he thought of this that we had read
together—this that God had spoken to us?”

“Ah!Don Manuel,” he answered, “ifI
had known how to read, I would have learned
to understand all about these things, and I
never would have been a criminall It is
very beautiful. I shall never forgetit. Ah!
if 1 only knew how to read, I would not be
so unfortunate.”

“Well, do you wish me to teach you? Do
you want to begin now ?” I asked.

. #Yes, yes,” he said, with an expression of
the most lively joy, and with an energy which
characterized him. *Oh, yes—you are truly
a father to me. Oh, may God reward you!”

“Very well,” I said, “ your application will
test the sincerity of your desire.”

1 gave him money to buy a primer, and
the same day he had his book in his pocket.
‘We began at once, and from that moment he

took every opportunity of advancing in his
study, takiog advantage of the help of those
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prisoners who knew how to read. He em-
ployed in this way most of the day. His
progress was rapid, and, at the end of amonth
and & balf, he read tolerably. He continued
to listen to the rending of the word of God
every morning. He assisted, with a clearly
indicated joy, in many of the religious and
brotherly ‘meeticgs Which took place in my
prison during my captivity. His peace gra:
dually becamne most complete. He troubled
himself no more about devising means of
eacape, for he was in a state of entire submis-
sion to the will of God.

Often I saw him reading, with his compan-
ions, portions of the New Testament. He
distributed also the tracts which I had in my
possession ; and I am sare that his prudent
and firm conduct at this time did much good.
I was rigorously prevented from speaking
with the other prisoners ; but he felt himself
happy when he conld act as a means of com.
munication between them and me, bringing
to them a word of consolation, or some reli:
gious book which he would havd to them,
saying, “'T'ake this, see what Don Manuel
has sent you in the name of the Lord.”

Thus he made every day progress in the
way of life eternal. The increasing peace
which his soul enjoyed was written on hjs
countenance.

When asked, “How can you bear the
idea of passing thirty-five years in the gal-
leys ¢”

+ Oh, sir,” my poor friend answered, “ what
is thirty-five yearsin the galleys to a man who
had been condemned to an eternity of misery?
Before I knew Dou Manuel, I only thought
of planning my escape, even though it had
cost the sacrifice oflife. 1 was in despair;
but everything is now changed ; I know that
Jesus Christ came to save sinners; that by
his merits my sins are all pardoned; that my
past life cau never be a means of condemna-
tion against me, because Jesusis my interces-
gor. Therefore I shall go to the galleys
tranquil and happy, for I am assured of the
salvation that Jesus has purchased for me,
and I rejoice that he has called me to quit
this wretched career.”

The moment finally arrived when my poor
companion was obliged to leave the prison for
the galleys. He shed abundant tears on
parting with me. He was however able to
LEN AR

“Iregret much leaving you, but let us be
consoled with- the thought that Jesus does
not forsake us, and that the love of God to us
is unchangeable, We shall .meet again in
hig presence ; is it not so ?”

“Yes,” I answered him, “let us be faithful

unto death, aud we shall wear the crown of

life.”

b 14

Here is a friend whom the Lord gave me
in my confinement, one of the consolations
that he vouchsafed me. The remembrance
of this man, who was only a vile criminal
when he entered my prison, is now to me
dear apd precious. Oh ] how touching this
manifestation of the great love of Gud to-
wards sinners.  Of every soul where still ex-
ists the dominion of sin, itcan make a tem-
ple of the Holy Ghost, and the criminal, even
the most degraded, can thus be transformed
into the image of our Divine Saviour.

“Come unto me,” says the Lord, < all ye
that are weary aud heavy laden, and I will
give you rest. I am meek and lowly in heart.”
Oh ! yes, let us go to him, just as we are,
with the desire of reaching the measure of the
perfect stature of Christ.

THE TEACHER'S AIM, AND HOW
T0 SECURE IT.

No Christian would engage in the work
of Sunday-school teaching without being, in
some measare at least, convinced of its effi-
cacy.

But the question is, do we sufficiently con-
gider this—that it is appointed of God, that
he recognises it? And when we take our
seats before our classes, does this thought
continually go with us there—that God fol.
lows us, that the words we are now uttering
are capable of being the means of the salva-
tion of the benighted souls before us? Do
we ever speak with the authority of St. Paul,
“as though God did beseech”?

There are dead souls before us, and know-
ing it, do feel we that we have the restora-
tive ready to be imparted, and do we impart
it with the ezxpectation of sceing the new life
induced? These are momentous considera-
tions. When a child is first sent to school
there is no uncertainty expressed as to whether
the child can receive the instruction neces-
sary to develop the powers latent. With the
proper care and treatment the existeuce of the
faculties is first discovered, then nurtured
and gradually developed, the mind begios to
unfold, and so continues until it has attained
to excellence. )

So ought we to look upon the matter of
Sunday-school teaching, believing that, if
carried ont rightly, it is productive of the
consequences intended. 'We must get out of
our minds all feeling of mere form and cere-
mony; our work is eminently practical.
What is the aim of Sunday-schools? Is not
mab fallen? Has not sin dominion over the
bearts of all as soon as they are born? Sun-
day-schools have for their aim the salvation
of each lost soul. This is emphatically their
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primary object. Salvation is a practical
thing, and is practicably obtainable in the
Sunday-school. The young and tender
branch can be early grafted into the vine,
and, drawing strength from its life-giving
source, sooner becomes the strong and abid-
ing branch, bearing much fruit.

My fellow-teachers, let such results be the
end you are striving for. Be zealous in sow-
ing the good seed; pray that it may take root
downward; and honour your master by look-
ing for the bearing of much frait upward.

Having this view of Sunday-school teach-
ing, in order to bring about such results the
teacher must have a deep interest in the per-
sonal salvation of each one of the pgzss
We admire earnestness wherever we see it, and
in whatever it is betrayed. We admire the
earnesiness, thongh we may have to depre-
cate the cause in which the earnestness is
manifested. T'o be in earnest is the only safe-
guard against half-heartedness; and this is
especially the case with Sunday-school teach-
ing, where 8o much patience has to be exer-
cised, so many discouragements to be borue,
and where there seems to be go much failure,
Unless the teacher is really in earnest, the re-
sult will be either mere formality or with-
drawal from the work.

Now thi§ earnestness ought to make the
teacher have a longing for the salvation of
each one of his class, not recognising them
collectively merely, but also individually, en-
deavouring to win the heart of each one to
Christ. 1t should be an affectionate interest
in each child. Paley says, ¢ There is nothing
children imitate or apply more readily than
expressions of affection and aversion,
of approbation, hatred, resentment, and .the
like; and when these passions and expressions
are once connected, ahich they soon will be,
by the same association which unites words
with their ideas, the passion will follow the
expression, and attach upon the object to
which the child has been accustomed to ap-
ply the epithet.” We must show each one
that his happiness and eternal welfare are
sought by us. And this solicitude must be
carried beyond the school, in the street, ram-
bling in the fields, visiting, or wherever we
may meet them: the kind word must be ready,
the word in season spoken.

And there is additional reason for this, for
whilst in the class, the children are, to. a con-~
siderable degree, under restraint, the natural
disposition of each individual child is greatly
hidden, and the tendencies of their minds so
blended together, as to render it exceedingly
difficult to obtain an insight of the particular
character and disposition of any one of the
class. And it is only when this restraint is
put off, and theso dispositions and tenden-
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cies brought to light and separated, that we
can obtain that knowledge which will enable
usto deal successfully with any particular
character and dispositions, when it is neces-
sary that we should do so.

Then considering these two points, let us
not be content with general results. A re-
gular, orderly, attentive, and interested class
is no small achievement, but we must not stop
here; these general results must not satisfy
us. That each child may have the love of
God shed sabroad in the heart, hy the appli-
cation of the meritorious blood of Jesus,
through the operation of the Holy Spirit—this
and nothing short of this, ought to satisfy

.{us. Oh that every teacher would pray more

for the Holy Spirit’s operation, not endea-
vouring to subdue the unraly wills of the
children by his own power, not trusting to
his own strength, which is abject weakness,
but relying only on the mighty power of that
Spirit by whose influence the bard heart is
softened, the unruly will brought into sub-
jection, and the soul everlastingly sayed!
Sunday Teachers Treasury.

HOW TO DO GOOD.

Our Redeemer not only “died for our
sing,” but he also “left us an example
that we should follow his steps.”” He
“ went about doing good.” He gracious-
ly remarked, * It is more blessed to give
to receive.” The best proof of our faith
must be seen in our practice.

Do AiL taE Goop You Caw.
1 Tim.vi.17-19. Col. i.10. 2 Cor. ix.8-11.

As PromprLy as You Caw.
2 Tim. iv. 2-5. Gal. i 15, 16.

In ALl THE WAYs You Caxw.
1 Cor. xv. 58. Eph. vi. 8.

To ArL T ProprLE You Cax,
Matt. v. 44, 45. Luke vi. 27-85.

Ar Arn taE Tmves You Cavw,
Prov. iii. 27, 28. Gal .vi. 10.

Axp as Loxe A8 You Can,
Eccles. ix. 10. Gal. vi. 9. Titus ii.11-14.

And let us ever remember what is said by
the Master:—* 8o likewise ye, when ye
shall have dove all those things which
are commanded you, say, We are unpro-
fitable servants: we have done that which
was our duty to do.”"—Luke xvii. 10.
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THE WAYS OF THE HOLY GHOST.

He who had been known as « God,”
“the Lord God,” as “ God Almighty,”
and “ Jehovah," the covenant God with
Tsrael, was not revealed in the full glory
of His name until the commencement of
the presept dispensation, There was grace
in God and gifts by grace which were not
fully unfolded; but this is done in the
name which is now published to us—the
name of * Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.”
This is the full name or glory of our God;
and grace and gifts of grace are effectual-
ly brought to us by that dispensation
which publishes it. Thus, it was not un-
til the present age, that the full name and
%lory of our God was published. The

ather had been working, it is true, in all
ages of the Jewish times; but still Israel
was put nationally under God, simply as
“Jehovah.”  The revelation of «the Fa-
ther” had to wait for the ministry of the
Son, and certain dispensations had to fin-
ish their course, ere the Son could come
forth The Son could not have been the
mirister of the law—such ministry would
not have been worthy of Him who dwelt
in the bosom of the Father. It was com-
mitted to angels. And the Son did not
come forth in ministry till the “great sal-
vation ” was ready to be published, (Heb.
ii. 1. 2.) So, the manifestation of the
Holy Ghost waited for its due time. The
Holy Ghost could not wait on the minis-
try of the law, any more than the Son.
Smoke and lightning and the. voice of
thunder were there, (Exod. xix.;) but the
Holy Ghost came forth with His gifts and
powers, to wait on the ministry of the Son,
on the publication of the great salvation,
(Heb. i1, 4.) The Spirit of God could not
be a spirit of bondage gendering fear—
the law may do that, but the Holy Ghost
must gender confidence. “ As many as
are led by the Spirit of God, they are the
sons of God.”

Till the Sonof God had finished His
work, the Holy Ghost could not come
forth. The heart must first be purged
from an evil conscience, so that the iem-
ple.rglght be sanctified for the indwelling
Spirit, and the holy furniture (that is, the
spirit of liberty and adoption, and the
knowledge of glory) must be prepared for
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this temple; aud all this could be done
only by the deatk, resurrectior, and ascen-
sion of the Son. The revelation of the
Holy Ghost waited for these things. He
had been, it is true, the holy power in all,
from the beginning. He had spoken by
the prophets. He was the strength of
judges and kings. He was the power of
faith, of service, and of suffering, in all the
people of God.  But all this was below the
place which He now takes in the Church.

His indwelling in us, as in His temple,
had not been of old; but now He does so
dwell, spreading out a kingdom of right-
eousness, peace, and joy. As the Spirit
of wisdom, He gives us “the mind of
Christ,” spiritual senses for the discerning
of good and evil. As the Spirit of Wor-
ship, He enables us to call God ¢ Father,”
and Jesus “ Lord.” He also makes inter-
cession 'for us, with groanings that cannot
be uttered. He sheds abroad in the heart
“the love of God,” and causes us *to
abound in hope.” He isin us a well of
water springing up iuto everlasting life;
and He is the source alsc of “ rivers of liv-
ing waters,” flowing forth from us to re-
fresh the weary. And He forms the saints
together as “a spicitual house,” where
“gpiritual sacrifices ” are offered; no lon-
ger admitting “a worldly sanctuary,” and
“carnal ordinancas;” for they are builded
together for a habitation of God through
the Spirit, and gifts, causing them all to
gtow up into Christin all things, are dis-
peused among them,

These are some of the ways of the Holy
Ghost in His kingdom within the saints—
these are His works which shine in the
place of His dominion. He is there an
Earnest, an Unction, and a Witness. He
tell us « plainly of the Father,” .and  takes
of the thinga of Christ,” to ‘“show them
tous,” His presence in us is so pure, that
there is no evil that He does not resent
aud grieve over (Egh. iv. 80); and yet so
tender and sympathising, that there is no-
thing of godly sorrow that He does not
feel and groan over (Rom. viii. 23). He
causes hope to abound; He imparts the
sense of full divine favour; He reads to
our conscience a title to calm and entire
assurance, There is nothing of feeble-
ngss, OF DAIrOWness, or uncertainty in the
place of His power. His operations sa-
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vour of a kingdom, and a kingdom of God
too, full of beauty and strength. We
have to own how little we live in the vir-
tue and sunshine of it; but still, this is
what it is in itself, though our narrow and
bindered hoarts so poorly possess them-
selves of it, And His handiwork is to
have its praise from us; and His glory in
His temple iz to be declared. Itis well to
be humbled at times, by testing ourselves
in reference to such an indwelling king-
dom; but the kingdom itself is not to be
measured.

Precious, I need not say, beloved, all
this mystery is. The whole order of
things to which we are introduced tells us
(and this is full of richest comfort) that it
is God and not ourselves we have now
immediately to do with.

o -

A REFUGE FROM THE STORM.

It is far better to be drawn to God by
the joys of heaven, than driven by the
sorrows of earth. And yet, how many re-
fuse to be so drawn, and waif, and wait,
and wait, until the storm cotnes which
drives them into the haven of rest!

In the case of many, the still, soft voice
of Jesus's invitation is entirely unheeded.
His gentle knocks at the door of the heart
are disregarded, till He, unwilling to let
them perish, calls with a louder voice, and
puts forth stronger means to bring them to
Himself. We are well content that this
world should be our home, and our resting-
place, as long as all around us is bright
and fair, and we forget the nobler rest and
the brighter land above. Our best and
kindest Friend cannot let us continue so.
He sees how we are leaning upon earthly
supports, and, one by one, He takes them
away. Ho sees how our hearts cling to
loved ones here, and slowly and regretful-
ly He removes them from our grasp, and
carries them above,—then points us up-
ward, and bids us follow. = A shepherd
wants 1o get his flock safely sheltered in
the fold before the shadows of night fall
around; but the sheep will not hear his
voice, they will not follow. He then stoops
down, and taking up a Jamb in his arms,
he carries it to the fold. The compan-
ions of the lamb, seeing one of their num-
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ber thus taken away, have their attention
drawn to the shepherd, and are induced
to follow.

Does not the Great Shepherd often deal
with souls thus? He cried in His deep
love and pity when on earth, « Ye will
not come unto Me, that ye might have
life” And, again, amid a gush of tears,
«Q Jerusalem, Jerusalem; how often
would have gathered you! but ye
would not.” Jesus cannot leave souls to
perish, without doing his utmost to save
them. If they will not be drawn to Him
by His love, they must, if possible, be dri-
ven by sorrow. IsJesus drawing vou
now? Why not yield yourselves to Him
Why wait till the storm drives you to His
bosom? You may wait too long, and
that storm from which there is no refuge
may burst in all its terrors on your head
when life on earth shall be over, and a
Saviour, unsought while He was so near
to pardon, becomes your rightecus Judge;
and instead of the sweet words, « Come
unto Me, and T will giveyou rest,” which
He now breathes in your ear, that same
voice will say, “Depart from Me.” That
time is not yet come. The Shepherd is
secking the lost one, whom He has ran-
somed with His precious blood. Why
lengthen the weary way he has to comel
Hear him ery, “ How can I give thee up "
and be won by the power of his great
love to give yourselves to him,

Do you sometimes think of giving your-
self to God, but still delay? Do you
thirk that, as week after week passes away,
you can be still in the same relation to
God? Noj; every time ycu reject the call
of Christ, and resist the pleadings of his
Spirit in your heart, you become more
hardened to the trath, and less likely to
come to your Saviour at all.

Picture to yourselves two vessels ap-
proaching a harbour. One comes with
every sail unfurled, gliding lighily and
swiftly over the waves. The people throng
the slore, ready to welcome it as it eu-
ters; and as it comes nearer and mnearer,
riding so majestically and easily over the
rongh billows, it enters the port amid
hearty greetings, and swelling music, and
echoing joy. The voyage is over; the
haven is reached; the slorms are for ever
hushed, and now all is REsT.
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But look! There is another vessel com-
ing, if that poor shatared thing deserves
the name; it comes slowly and sadly
along; you almost expect it to disappear
beneath the waves, ere it arrives. No
sails are vigible; the storms have torn them
away. The waters are gaining in it, and
as each wave dashes over its deck, you
wonder whether it will ever rise again.
At last, it also enters the port of safety,
but with great difficulty and danger.

Now, which is best! "Would you not
like to enter heaven as “more than con-
queror;” as one who has triumphed over
the world in all its forms, and fought
your way through, pressing on through
every storm, until, as you near the shores
of the land of rest, you bear the music
of the harpers harping upon their harps;
vou catch the sounds of distant hallelu-
jahs wafted to your ears, and you see
shining forms hovering over you to coun-
duct you home I—

“ And &NE who is “brightest of all” shall be
3

Te,
And eafe through the billows thy spirit He'll

Then, fei?l.éss, on pinionis of love thou shalt rise,
Rejoicing to pass to thy home in the skies.”

Lot clung to Sodom, even though told
that its destruction was so near; and urged
to escape for hislife, and flee to the moun-
tain, lest he be consumed. Instead of
gratefully obeying this call, be begins to
plead, “Not so, Lord;” and asks to be
allowed to take refuge in a little city near
to Sodom. He feared death if he took
the path to which God was pointing, and
thought he was only safe in some way
of his own devising. God says, “‘Escape
there;” and Lot answers, ¢ Lord, if I go
there, I shall die; let me go another way !”
He has not learned the secret of casting
himself upon God in childlike trust. He
has not yet learned, like Abraham, to go
forth at the call of God, not knowing
whither he went, but content to be led on
in the dark. He thinks there is greater
safety in the little city, built by the haunds
of man, than inthe strong mountain made
by the power of God.

Oh, has not this a Jesson for you! Is
not God pointing you to a mountain
where only there is safety and rest? See
him, as he directs you to Mount Calva-
ry. Look upon that cross on its sum-
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mit; see on it that bleeding One. Look
to Jesus; and, looking there, eternal life
is yours.

But stay not in all the plain, and look
not behind thee. Let the world be be-
hind thee, sin behind thee, self behind
thee; all but Christ and let him appear in
full view. Keep your eye ou Jesus, and
then bis beauty and his love will so win
your heart, and allare you onward, that
you will connt all things but loss, that you
may know him, the Fountain of Life. By
committing yourself to the care of Jesus,
you will get the®victory over all, and at
last be more than conqueror. Beware of
letting anything come between you and
God. It may be only a little thing, but
it is enough tq hide him from your view.
Ask him to keep ycu near his side, that so
you may be kept unspotted from the world.

ETERNITY!

Ou! Erterxiry!—AsI write the word
and pause, it seems to me almost too terri-
ble a word to be! Let the most seitled
Christian reflect on the literal meaning of
that thought, “ Eternal Death,” and he
must shrink and shudder to think that may-
hap the sister who has played with him,
or the wife who has walked the path of life
with him, or the child whohas gone forth
from his house to tread life’s journey alone,
may yet hear the sentence which commits
them to that prison without hope.

Erernity! The sands lie yards des
upon the shores. They stretch round all
the continents and islands in the world.
They extend in broad, trackless belts un-
der the burning suns of Africa. They lie
for miles and miles in wearisome and hid-
den flats’ beneath every ocean and every
sea. And yet these sands unnumbered,
are no more measure for the years of
eternity than the grains in an hour-glass
are of the grains on the plains of Sahara.

Ergryrrr! Oh  wholesome, dreadful
thought! Once born into this world, an
existence never-ending lies inevitable be-
fore each and all. To each, in God's al-
mighty love, is given the opportunity to
turn and live; but to each that opportu-
nity is given only in one brief span, and
that is now. What drowning man, wher
the single rope which can save him is
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flung across the brine, but will not only
grasp it, but grasp it instantly? It may
be borne away from him by the next wave,
and he is lost. How little knows the
world of instant grasping of the proffer-
ed help of Christ] They are few but tar-
ry, and hesitate, and question; many who
in the midst of this tarrying, have heard
the clock of eternity strike, and the door
of hope shut for ever! For soon——how
soon—shall the door be sbut on evers
one who has not been reconciled to God
through the Lord Jesus!—on the young
and beautiful, rejoicing in early delight,
but not in God; on the aged and har-
dened, clutcbing the gold his withering
fingers must soon let drop for ever; on the
vietim of sensuality; on the votary of
purer art, who is not Christ's; on all—
all but those whe have taken the offered
salvation on its humbling, but soul-glad-
dening terms—the reception of God’s free
mercy through Christ Jesus.— Overton's
Question.

“I8 GOD INFLUENCED BY

PRAYER.

Yes. If anything is certain, that is cer-
tain. Hear his own words: “Call upon me
in the day of trouble; I will deliver thee, and
thou shalt glorify me.” “Ask and ye shall
receive.” ¢ Whatsoever ye shall ask in my
pame, that will I do.” “The effectual fervent
prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”
“Elias wag a man subject to like passions as
we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might
not rain; and it rained not on the earth by
the space of three years and six months. And
he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain,
and the earth brought forth ber fruit.”

These declarations are entirely explicit;
and they admit of but one interpretation.—
They show not only a command- for prayer,
but also & promise for prayer. Our blessed
Lord spake a parable to this end, that “men
ought always to pray, and notto faint.” He
spake another parable to the end that men
shonld persistin prayer; and that persistency
in prayer shall be rewarded. “But your
trouble arises from God’s immutability.” No
it does not; it arises from your tailing to dis-
tinguish between the immutability of God
and the immutability ofa mountain. You first
assume, or it your punils to assume,
what God has nowhere affirmed, and then
gravely enquire, how this impediment is to
be sarmounted. There iz no impediment,
none whatever. God is immutably deter~
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mined to hear and reward our prayer. Ho is
unalterably tpledged to bestow blessings on
those who fervently pray for them, which he
will not give to those who do mot psk. If
you believe this, stick to your belief, and act
upon it.—Congregationalist,

NO TIME TO READ.

Offer & good book to some people, they
will give you the above reply. Or ask them
to subscribe for some good periodical, they
will make the same response; no time to
read. This, they think, is a true and justifi-
able excuse for them. But very many of
those same characters have, almost any time,
time enough to commence, and long continue,
and very tedious to end, a dry, poor, if not
vain conversation, and use a multiplicity of
words.

No time to read! Nevertheless they
have time enough to hunt up and get their
tobacco, smoke pipes and cigars, and sit to-
gether for hours, every day, and]raise a vol-
ley of tobacco smoke.

MNo time 2o read! Yet they have time to

end every week a day or two, in travelling
about, visiting from hoase to houge, keeping
coffee and tea parties, and other feasts of
pleasurs, and thus killing their time in worse
than idleness.

No time to read! Yet they have a great
relish to go to committees, meetings, elections,
and other gatherings, and ofttimes will go
idling and drowning their precious time away
in worse than idleness.

JNotime to read! Yet others make it
almost their regular business in the evening
of the day, to sit about in work-shops, store-
rooms, or tippling-houses, spending their
long evening hours in vain chit-chat and tat-
tling, butchering ;1}) their time in this way.

o time to read! Yet others misimprove
their time, by decorating the body, but ne-
glecting the sonl; thinking more about their

ress, than about their immortal spirits ;
spending much of their time before the look-
ing-glass, to get their dress to please them, in
order to make a fair show, and hide deformi-
ty, fixing on their ruffles and artificials, setting
on their breastpius and finger-rings, and a
few more such jewelries aod fooleries.

Now, if the above different characters
would live more by a becpming system, pur-
chase good books, subscribe for good papers,
and regularly attend to'reading, and thereby
improve their time and intellects, and culti-
vate the desire and principle for reading by
reading, we should then soon have,in general,
a better state of morals, brighter minds and
better hearts, and a more pious and wuseful
gociety. The Lord send the reformation.
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THE LORD OF THE HARVEST.

During almost six thousand years, the
#on of God has been gathering out for
Himself that people which the Father gave
to Him before the world was. Since the
day He Iid His gracious hand on the
voune Abel, and taught hira to offer in
€aith” the Jamb of saerifice, up to the pre-
seut hour, redeemed wmen have been find-
jug all their joy in gathering round Him.

When His body was laid in Joseph’s
tomb, the Father said anew, * Behold, 1
lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a
tried stone, a precious corner-stone, & sure
fourdation.” But long ere then, the Son
of God, the Angel who redeamed Israel,
bad gathered out a multitude of living
stones to place on that foundation. “Q
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the
prophets and stonest them that are sent
unto thee: how often would I have gath-
ered thy children togsther, as a hen doth
gather ber brood under, her wings and
ye would not!” ,

Yet though His tears fell over the rve-
jecters of His grace, His spirit 1ejciced
over the great and goodly company of the
gathered. Each prophet slain, each mes-
senger stoned, only went to be a bright
stone in the glorious foundation. ‘The
sweet singer of Israel describes the Lord
as cathering the waters of the sea together
as an heap, and by the arm of His gracions
power also gathering together the out-
easts of Israel, healing the broken in heart
and binding up their wounds,

At Jenath He came forth to be the sac-
rifice. Before He laid life down, He show-
&l His people the way to gather in its fruits
when He should be gowe to take the
Mediatot's place within the veil.  Beauti-
ful instances they are of the way He per-
suaded weary hends to lay them down up-
on His breast.  Cahn, sudden, command-
ing, was the voiee with whigh He bade the
laden conscience to be for ever free, Per-
haps if all had been recorded, there would
not have been time in ourshort pilgrim
Lfe to read it all and try to he like Jesus,

The great SQouL-GartuerEr said,—HEe
THAT GATHERETH NOT WITH ME 8CATTERETH
ABHOAD,

He left the work on earth to His mem-

bers, under the moving power, the gon-|
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stant presence and promieed offusion of the
Holy Ghost. Do we not, griave the divine
and loving Spirit by forgetting who it is
that works the wonder, and shews the sign
in the nameof Jesus, That name has pow-
er, charm, spell, balsam in it to do won-
ders, such as have not yet entered into the
heart of the Chureh to conceive;

« Jesus shall refgn where'er the sun
Doth his successive jogrneys run,

His name, like sweet perfume, shall rise
With every morning sacrifice.”

And yet take that name, preach it,
sing of it, live it out, embody it in the pre-
gence of a daad sinuer for a lifetime, where
the Holy Ghost is not given, it is but a
waste breath, a dark ministry of condem-
nation.

When tbe door-key of vour chamber
turns—the uearest and dearest earthly
friends, and all your eartbly toil, siiit out
—is it not the bliss of the everlasting life
begun, to look un to the Son of God and
fee), He 1s Mixe ! He, the full expression
of the Father's love, is revealed now ani
here to mv inward eye by God the Holy
Ghost. Nearly two thousand years ago
He gave Himselffor me. He gave Him-
self to me ns I lay dead in sin.  The touch
was life.  Ever since then, each day that
my unbelief has not hindered, He has
shewn me that in Himself I possess an ex-
banstless mine.  Not more than one vein
of it may I beable to work in this lije, but
its treasures shall expand and shine around
me under the perfect light of glory. Itis
no dumb ido! I-bow befora. 1t is no dead
Christ with the fiva wonnds worstipped
by Rome; not the languid Sufferer whose
saven last sentences her priesthood mut-
ters, as though ta bind Hislips to silence
now, lest He should say again, T am
Jesus whom thou perseeutest.” Al that
is over.

«1Tis finish’d-—a]l his groans are past;
His blood, his pain. and toils,

Iave fully vanquished our foes,
And crown’d him with their apoila.”

He to whom we pray dres answer us.
He whao spake to Abrahan when entrea:-
ing for the cities of the plain, epeaks still
to such as intercede for those toward
whom the flames are making rapid way.
Before the Father's throne He stands
pledged to preseut his blood within the
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veil till His elect are sealed, His harvest|
gathered, and the garner filled.

Being still so unlike Him whom I love,
ought I not then to spend the recluse
hours in mourning for the sin that has so
long robbed me of His presence? In be-
holding Him thus undistractedly, shall
rot His love liken me the more qnickly to
Himselft No. Though His hand be rest-
ing on my heatl to cover me from every
ill, though His eye meets mine with un-
utterable love, it passes beyond me, it rests
on the world that perishes for want of Him.
It says, Gather with Me there. The
white field waits to be reaped. His honr
to reap bas come. Time was when He
used men singly as reapers in His field,
each planning his own work and doing it
by His blessing, But now we look, and
Lehold one like unto the Son of Man sits
on the cloud of blessing, putting all men
out of sight and wielding a great, pliant
sickle made of believers of every class, age,
and name. A sickle moves not when the
reaper stays his hand.  To-day Cbrist does
the whole, and He works in a mostsimnle,
yet sovereign way. How clearly does His |
love for His people come out in His choice |
of means. He could doit all—for He does ;
it sometimes —without any visible human
instrumentality. No instances of His pow-
er to save are so precious to His children
as these, .

A man, sitting by his own fireside alone
at midnight, took out his watch to wind it
up before stepping into a bed whence pray-
er had never risen. How often had he
looked on the face of that watch before!
And yet, this time, the hands pointing to
the Roman figure XII. whispered that
time was passing, and the Judge at hand,
and that his past life was lost and very
vile, That night the watch lar under the
pillow of an awakened man. How easily,
if He plensed, the Lord of the harvest
might gather thus. By one corpse, one
eoffin, one passing hearse, e could arrest
a liousehold, street, or town. The gracious
Saviour wills still to.share the work with
His people, and prefers to speak the word
of power through Jips of flesh,

" Has He not beguuto bring His Church
to represent the very attitude He "beld
wheu He left His Father's bosom to seek
the lost? He wills that of her it should at
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last truthfully be spoken by a worll amaz-
ed: “The Church of God bath come
down from her table of communion, her
mount of praver, into our sin-cursed world
toseek that which is lost.” Is notthis one
wag in which she ean fill up that which
is behind of the sufferings of Christ? The
travail of His soul is over—=her travail en-
dures. He hasdrawn ber closer to Him-
self. She has scen her own once filthy
hands grow white in clasping the hem of
His glorious garment. While she only
beld it with timid touch, fearing to pollute
it, the had an imperfect sense of healing.
A more fearless grasp of the Beloved bas
extinguished the relish for sin.  She knows
that what He has done for ber, He can do
for all Hereye is on the band of sinners
that stands closeston the field to the prince
of darkness. She has discovered that
Jesus fears not contact with the grossest
gin, since at His touch six pigs. And
now, to whichever point of assault or de-
fenee He shall beckon her, will she not
go forth?  “Who is she that looketh forth
as the morning, fuir as the moon, clear as
the sun, terrible as an army with ban-
ners ¥’ ‘

Do you feel that this work belongs to
you, believer in Jesus? Or have vou not
met Him yet as Lord of the Harvest?
There was a dsy when He did send you
with a sweet message of love toa fellow-
sinner’s soul; and if it were but that once,
do you not look back to it as one of the
happiest hours of your sou.’s history ?
Did not a strange gleam of joy pass through
your spiritual being, that was peculiar to
that hour? May it not come againt
Jesus can recall it if you will go dewn to-
day and watch for His passing through the
barvest-field. Your circle looks so cir-
cumscribed, your life has become 8o com-
monplace. and in yourself you feel as if
your path and progress were like that of a
poor soail, fitted only to deform the gar-
den of God instead of being useful there,
creeping along, terrified at each strange
sound or touch that meets you, always
most teady to hide when you are need-

ed.

Give thyself to Hix tobe transformed
—still weak, still helpless, still infirm—in-
to just what He requires to work by.
Without any fear of thy sharing His glory
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in the work, His power may rest on thee.|to prayers, long forgotten by men, bat
Heo will cut off from thea thy place of re. | ever remembered by God. They do sot
trant. - H s will send thee on’ rejoicing in | gush forth everywhere in the same way,
His sunshine. If good for nothing else, | sellom anywhere in the old channels.
thou shalt be abls to say, wherever thou | They gush forth!and thither each child
creepest, and to whomsoever thou meet- | of God who 15 resolved to see Jesus pags
est, «There is a sun—the sun s shining . by speeds to hail them. The King’s step
—thesun is shining for thee and me.” | is heard, and they stop not to say, « But,
What if these sweet davs of ingathering | Lord, we looked for Thee rather there or
were to cease! Tlow could welive on!thus, He comes not where we looked for
without them? How eould we meet the | him; he seems to do without the chariot
Lord of the harvest with no more than: we had built for him; he does not use our
these sheaves guthered? The very thought : earnestly prepared means; but ke ¢s come,
brings back to us the nurgent haste of those ; and it is cnough.”  The boon of his pre-
days we have seen in harvest, when the | sence is 80 utterly priceless, that anywhere
ar’ was sultry, each leaf and stalk wera | and anyhow he is with anthems “hailed.
still, and the sun darted go'den beams, | The death around us was so appalling, sin-
through the brazen sky, upon the yellow | ners were hasting by a thousand paths,
standing corn. You saw a speck of fleecy ; uncounted dowu to destruction, but now
eloud upon the heavens. It told that the ' the plague is staged, chains are breakjng,
poor man's brevd was in danger, and, with | the smitten Rock is beset with cries of

the ueighbours, you hasted duwn—all '  «Let me hide myself in Thee!”
other work forgotten—to cut and house d ,
And no sooner does any one deaf to false

the precious grain before the thunder- ) 1y o 1
clouds ceuld pour their deluge down. [ report, freed from prejudice, heartily and
wliolly give himselfto hail the blessing and

God’s harvest days on this earth of ours
liave alwayr, a8 yet, come before a storm,
Let us work as hard as if it should be so
once more. J.et us work as those who!

secure the tarrying of the King, than he
shall find that through kés means also,
and in every vessel ha can lay out tore-
ceive the falling rain, there shall be waters

ever see the bright vision of the Son of | of refreshing. ~Christ absent was our on-
man, seated on the white cloud, crowned ' ly sorrow. Christ among us shall be our
and reaping, receiving now the praises of ! life_and joy.
thousands upon thousands who a few yem-si To be shut out from seeing or heqring
ago were lving dumb, in chains of unbe- of God’s working, leaves us fike the ser-
lief. Let us work as those who also see? vants of a king who should Dbe sent away
the form of a destroying angel, with the | to keep a palace whero the monarch naver
sickle of vengennce, standing over against | comes. It would bring some reward,
the great winepress of the wrath of God. and & sense of duty done, to keep the
Let us work in the glad certainty, that the ! chumbers bright—the chair of state, the
storm which is about to bre:k, however  casket for the crown. Thaey could stil
long and protracte: it may be, shall be the | shew where once the royal children slept
last ushering in the peals of joy which shall - and keep from weeds the gardens where’
announce that the prayer He gave us has: they once had worked and played. But
been answered, ¢ Thy kingdom come! for the personal attendants of a sovereign
If the Lord i3 using tlie simplest means | beloved to be sent to such » place—out of
to reap His harvest, Hs is also doing it | heating, out of sight, out of call,—were-
in a most sovereign way. Praying fami. | but & form of banisliment.
liss arg secing their own oulcasts gathered.| Divine Reaper! Alpha and Omega of
The_ foot of the long-sought prodigal is : Thy work as well as of Thy "word, able
turning  home. Where the reapers re- to fill the hearts which Thou hast made,
Joice, the rowers long time toiled; and ! and to work by every feeble arn, appear!
many a sower remains to see his owu fleld | Shine in throngh 'every lattice of the
reaped, and to lead the harvest-home, | house of God!  Awake each sleeping
The' healing waters gush forth in #ewer | child! Shew ws how the table & laden,
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bow the fountain flows! Reach down
10 each anew the vesture of salvation, the
garments of praise! Cause but vne sym-
phony from the harps on high to steal
over our hearts till we overhear the
joy wherewith, in the presence of thine
angels, there is joy over the work Thou
art doing in our world, Wash from us
our bizod-guilty stains, and to-day give
us, even to the weakest woman and the
smailest child, our work for Thee!

OHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE.

There is much of a Christian experience
that does not admit of expression. Some
of the deeper and diviner emotions of his
soul can only be felt, but felf unseen by
the world.  « The natural man receiveth
not the things of the Spirit of God: jfor
they ave foolishness unto him,; neither can
he Jenow them, because they are spiritually
discerned.” It needs spiritual vision to
discern spiritual things. The infide] may
raise objections against the foundations of
our faith—the skeptic may sneer and mock
at all we hold sacred and dear to immortal
beings—an ungodly world may spurn the
very thoughts most fondly cherished in a
Christian’s heart, but this can never over-
throw the evidence that cvery converted
1han has within his own soul.

If T have the Spirit witnessing with my
spirit that T am a child of God, thew there
is no argument however stronz—no sophis-
try however plausible—no power however
great can convinee me that my hope is not
sure anu steadfast,

Apd therefore it often happens that
when a simple, illiterate believer stands
up amid 2ll his simplicity to argue for the
truth of his relizion against some learned
skeptic, and being unable to meet the
gaperior power or answer the acute argu-
ments of his adversary, it is with utter
dismay he secs post after post taken, and
lic compelled to retreat step by step until
he retires into the citade] of his own heart,

THE GOOD

NEWS.

and then there ig no argument and no so-
phistry from the whole combined phalanx
of infidelity—no power in earth or hell can
dislodge him.

Every Christian goes forth to the world
a living argument for the truth of his re-
ligion which all the ingenuity of unbe-
lievers can never answer. Heis a mystery

| they cannot solve-—a problem they cannot

explain.  Every Christian is a light cre-
ated by Divine agency and gent forth to
shine, and he does shine in the face, of a
wicked world, and all the darkness of earth
cannot hide it. Satan and all his emissa-
ries cannot quench the fire that burns on
the holy altar of every believer's heart.
Montreal. J. T.

CONVERSION OF MARTIN BOOS,
AN EVANGELICAL ROMISH
PRIEST,

(Regarding him, that emivently holy man,
the Rev. Robt. M. McCheyne, thus expressas
himself: “If dear Martin Boos were alive,
pastor of the Church of Roume though he
was, he would have been welcome to my pul-
pit; and who that knows the value of souls
and th? value of a living testimony would
say it wus wrong? "—T'ranslator.)

“In 1788 or 1789,” he relates; « I visited
a sick woman who was distinguisbed for deep
humility and exemplary piety. ‘You shall
die in gteat peuce, shull younot? I said to
her. “Why?’ asked she. ¢You have led
such a pious, such a virtuous life,” I replied.
‘Ab. she suid, with a sweet smile; *if I
trasted in iy picty, I would descrve nothing
but hell.  No, no, I rest only on Je-
sug, my Saviour” Then looking at me with
surprise, she added, ¢ What kind of a priest
are you? What consolations do you give
me? llow cogld I stand for a mameut be~
fore the judgment seat of God, where every
one shall give account even of his idle words,
if Christ was not my rock? I wouid eertain-
Iy be lost, if I looked to myself, to my mer-
its, for the biesseduess of heaven. What
man is there who is pure jn the eyes of the
Kterngl? Whick of our actions, of our vir~
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tues, would be of the necessary weight; if He
should weigh it in His balance? No; if
Christ had not died for me, if He had not
satisfied the justice of God and paid my
debts, all ny good works would not suve me
from endless wrath. He, Ile alove is my
Hope, my Salvation and my Joy.

“These words, coming from the mouth of
a woman in great reputation for holiness,
were as a bright liglit shining into the eyes
of Martin Boos. Frem that time he received
Christ as Lis perfect righteousness, and found
peace and the joy of salvation. From that
time also he had to endure all kinds of perse.
cution: lis preaching, impressed with the
wholesome doctrines of the Gospel, conld not
fail to stir up against him violent enemies.
To preach a free salvation, a salvation given
by God, and which man can and ought to
receive ouly as a gif*, as merely an alms—to
preach such a doctrine in a Church which,
while it preserves the name of Christ, puts
in His place human works 03 means of re-
demption, was it not to underminse the foun-
dation of that Ckurch aud to expose ones-
self to her severest punishments ? Howev-
er, Boos once settled on the sure Founda-
tion, remained there; the Lord kept him on
it and enabled him to suffer with joy for His |
name.” ' T.F.

Metis, C. F.

- - e

MEMORIES ABOVE.

There is an upper sanctuary, and in
the hallowed precinets of that sanctuary
thoere are memories.

Gabriel remembers when he united in
song with the morning stars, and with all

the sons of God shouted for joy. Nori
does he forget that night on the plains of |
Bethlehem, when the heavenly host an-
nounced, ¢ Peace on earth, and good will |
to men.””  Long asis the period over |
which Lis memory may run, no word or!
thought arises to bring the blush of shame ;
to his check. And is it possible that man |
without a blush may take his place among
that angelic throng? Is it possible thatin
the progress of eternity you may number
a3 many ages as Gabriel now numbers,
and like him in all those ages find no
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thought that swetves from
tude?

Abel, in those seats of bliss, free from
envy and strife and violence, remembers
the scenes of earth, his father’s house, his
mother’s prayers, the acceptable sacrifice
which he oftered. Abraham, the father
of the faithful—Abraham, whose memory
is fragrant throughout the whole earth—
Abraham, the friend of (3od, remembers
what that friendship cost him. Howjoy-
ful now the thought that he left country
and kindred ; that he sojourned a stranger
in a strange land, living by faith—a faith
that failed not when God required his
only son, leaving him to hope against
hope. "

Thousands of years have rolled away,
and still Moses remembers that he esteem-
ed the reproach of Christ a greater trea-
sure than the riches of Egypt. In that
rest which remains to the people of God,
he calls to mind Pisgah’s top, and the land
of promise which he saw afur off. '

The Saviour, “for the joy set beforo
him, . endnred the cross, despising the
shame.” Amid all the sorrows of earth
he looked forward to the joys of heaven;
and now amid the joys of heaven, does he
not look back to the sorrows of earth?
Does he forget the price paid, and the
agonics endured for his redeemed ?

Multitudes now suffering with him on
carth look forward to those joys.  Other
multitudes, brought home to God, look
back upon that great- tribulation out of
which they came. Some remember the
stake and the fagot, some thelion's teeth,
some the dreary dungeon, some the pain-
ful sickness, some the bereavements that
made the heart bleed, and life seem al-
most insupportable.  Lizht seem their af-
flictions now, and joyful is the remem-
brance of the grace that enabled them to
endure.

Reader, what memories are you laying
up in store for that future world? Ts a
mansion in that upper sanetnary prepared
for you? Do you believe in Jesus as your
Saviour? Do you now suffer with Christ,
that there you way reign with him? Do
you now dic to sin, that you may live to
God? Are you fighting the good fight,
that you may there wear the crown ?

Some in that world will remember a

perfect recti-
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Saviour disregarded, life refused, meroy
despised. But you, when millions of years
hence, you look back on your present
thoughts and choice, what shall you re-
member ?  Shall it not be that you were
wise; that you listened to the voice of
mercy ? Do you not with Moses give up
sin and choose holiness ? This precious
Saviour of whom you hear, do you not
look to him ? How joyfully the dying
thief remembers the appeal he made in
the hour of his extremity. How wide
the gulf that separates those two thieves.
Shaﬁ a gulf equally wide separate you and
some other one who reads these pages?
Some look to the judgment. They say,
Try to view every act as there you will
view it. This is well. The judgment
day approaches, the day when every word
and every thought will be impartially
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almost every person cherishes some kind
of hope. Beside that one hope, which is
as an anchor to the soul, sure and stead-
fast, there are a great variety which are all
fatal. From the lhardlened iufidel up
through all the grades of fundamental
error, and through the inflnence of many
deceptive impressions, multitudes gain anil
cherish a bope that all will be well, 'The
man of business anticipates sone time, yet
future, of leisure to repent; while he of
many kind atfections trusts to divine clem-
ency either to imsure conversion or pre-
serve him from perishing without. The
merely selfish seeker oitains the notion
that his sins are forgiven, and considers
the joy that attends as evidence of regene-
ration. Even the hardened bypoerite of-
ten fancies that when his several specific

weighed.  But after the judgment comes|
eternity. Suppose you do not repent and |
believe. In all that eternity will you cease |
to regret that you failed to improve the !
present opportunity ? On the other hand, '
suppose now you hear andlive.  Will you !
ever cease torejoice?  Aungels rejoice over |
one sinner that repenteth. When your

objects are accomplished, he will become
houest with himself, Lis fellow-men, and
with his final Judge.

These hopes, thus erected on sandy
foundations, will be like the spider’s web
when the fiery trial comes; for other
foundation ean no man lay than that
which is Jaid, even Jesus Christ,

Yet, notil the very last moment, the

head presses your dying pillow, what self-deluding sinver will cling to these fa-
thought will give you so niuch satisfaction  tal hopes, and then when he must aban-
as the thought that you have truly repent- | don them, it is like the giving up of the
ed'of sin? On earth men celebrdte the | ghost. The moral features of the immor-
day of their birth. Often their friends! tal soul are struck with a hue analogous
commemorate the day of their death. But: in some respects to that whith marks the
in eternity, what day will be so marked, | form it is about to leave,
what day will be so hailed with joy,asthe; 1. Itis giving up that which is very
day on which you repented ? Shallthisbe  dear. Like life itszlf, it has been ardently
that ever memorable day, the birthday of fostered. In order to maintain it, reflec-
your soul? | tion has been shunned, Scripture perveried,
e e g the n}x}inigr}l' dgrided, frielnd;hip' grieved,
R N and the Ho irit insulted. The delu-
) THE DECEITFUL HOPE. i sions of errcwy hapve been sought, and_their
“And their hope shall be like the giving up | preachers trusted. When conscicuce has
of the ghost.”"—Jos xi. 20. warned him, he has refused to examine;
Such is tha soleinn and impressive lan- | when sickness assaulted, he has sometimes
guage emploged 1o describe the final dis- ' trembled, but still clave fast to his hope.
appointment of the nnrepenting and un-i It has eased the corrodings of remorse,
godly in the hour of departuce from this: and silenced the whisperings of fear,
world of hope, trial, and probation. Such | Tuerefore he has become fond of Lis delu-
is the nature and affect of that fearful ex-|sion, Does he trust to the religion of form,
erience in the article of death, which all | or rely on the words of an absolving priest,
1ave encountered who have gone down to | or fancy there is no eternal pain, or reject
the land of silence, darkpess, and the|an all-sufficient atonement—mark how
grave, leaning on a false foundation, wrathful he becomes when his platform is
Wherever the word of God is revealed | shaken, and his beautiful edifice denounced

'
|
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as utferly insecure. No bitierness of the
fuman ‘hear; can exceed that of o man
who feels that his long-cherished hope is
-earnestly and absolutely condemamed. Stll
he finds consdlation in his viperous hope
still cherishes it in his bosom. At last,
wheu the 'fatal crisis has arrived, and his
hope must die, it winds is cold, expiring
<oil around his soul, and hisses his eternal
doom: “For at the last,it biteth like a
serpent and stingeth like an adder.”

2. Yet, dear asitis, it must be given
up. As there is no discharge in the great
straggle with death, so there is none in
the contest of falee hopes with eternity, in
all her irresistbile light, ‘The delusions
-of sophistry, the flattery ot friends, the
dread habit ef self-deception, all are un-
availing. The vulgar and the refined; the
imid and the brave; the stupid and the
sensitive; the beautiful and the strong,
must alike fall before the scythe of Time,
which cuts down impartially all, and the
sword efthe S8pirit, which pierceth the
wital depths of the departing soul. We
remember how Voltaire begged for the
«lread hour to be postponed; how Alta-
mont raved in his irrepressible spasms.
XWe have heard of those, who rolling en a
couch of agony, when tenderly questioned
.of the cause, hiave cried out, * Consdience?!
conscience!” and expired. There was no
escape; the hour and the man had met,
and the false hope must die.

3. Yes, it must be given np, and that
suddenly. Death ewen in lingeiing disease
is generally unexpected at the moment of
its last “effeetual Louch. 8o it is with the
false hope. A prominent infidel in our
country, recently, was carried into the
land of death in about two huars, by the
bursting of a bleod-vessel. His infidelity
fled in a moment. His soul was in agony,
and he died rvepeatedly calling ep the
Deity’s holy and rewerend name!

4. Depend upon it, the giving up must
be soon.  Even at the longest, your end is
near. Daath standeth not far away. So
is the hour when these delusive hopes
must die. “The world will not come to an
end until the time which God has fixed
and reserved in his own mind, and until
the various and sure prophecies which re~
‘quire its existence longer, shall all have
been accamplisbed. But the self-deluded
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sipner must soon be compelled to diet,
His frail but boasted hope will be like a
“polling thing before the whirlwind.”
A large portion of his Iifs has been spent
in eompacting together his idolized hope.
and the day of his merciful visitation is
drawing rapidly to a close. When it
comes, he will feel that his race has been
ghort, and his end has overtaken him like
an armed man, rushing wpon him with
irresistible might.

Finally, when given up, it will leave no
substitute but perfect despair. When lifa -
is resigned, death sits sole monarch of the
mortal remains. Al the bloom, and lus-
tre, and indications of life forsake the
corpse. So it is with the soul, when she
is severed from her cherished bope. It is
for her to sink in hotrid despair, Then
will she realize that the day of mercy has
vanished, and that of retribution arrived.
That soul, all appliances of redemption, all
calls to repentance, and offers of pardon,
sod means of grace, and striving of the
Spirit have forsaken forever, That final
despair no pen can deseribe, no heart on.
this side of eternity coneeive.

Surely this will be ¢* their end, and their
dreadful end.” Then let us examine our
hopes. Tt us be sure to build only on
the imperishable rock, Wherever revivals
exist, and the Spirit descends from on high,
even there, guard against resting upon any
sandy foundation. Seek to hear, learn,
and know the whole essential truth of sal-
vation! Let it come probing even pain-
fully the Cecsitful heart, searching out every.
iniquity, and cutting to the roots of every
unholy habit and affection. By all that
the soul is worth, resolve on thoroughness
in turning to God. Gaze even on those
features of the divine character which are
hated by the carval mind; gaze till hatred
shrinks from the pure light of truth, and
the yielding heart rests delighted in all the
bright perfections of a redeeming God!

PEreEmMprORY  PraYERS.—Oh, take
heed of peremptory prayers for any
tewporal enjoyment, for thereby thou
beggest bit a rod for thy own back!
When prayer cannot prevail to keep a-
temporal mercy alive, yet it will have a
powerful influence to keep thy heart
dlive when that dies,.— Qurnall,
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'THE SPIRIT OF THE FATHER.
(JomN XvVI.)

The Spirit was now to be received of the
Father. God had approved Jesus of Naz-
arcth (Acts ii. 22); but it was of the Fath-
er that the Holy Ghost was to be receiv-
ed, and He would ‘approve His presence
according to this.  Look at the character
of His presence in the Church, immediate-
ly on His being given (Actsii). What
an oil of gladness, what a spirit of liberty
and largeness of heart, is He in the saints
there! Jesus had reccived Him in the as-
cended place, where He Himseif had been
wade full of joy with God's countenance,
and giving Him forth from such a place,He
wanifésts Himself here accordingly, im-
parting at once something of that joy of
God's countenance into which there Lord

had entered. They ¢ gladly ” received the'

Word, ate their bread with “gladness,”
and “ praised” God. "And this joy could
casily dry up other sources. They parted
with what might have secured ¢“human”
delights and " provided for “natural” de-
sires. The Holy Ghost in them was joy
and liberty, and largeness of heart. It
was the Spirit “of the Father.” It was
the reflection on the saints here of that
light which had *fallen on Jesusin the
holiest. The oil had run down from the
beard to the skirts of the clothing.

Indeed, we can form but a poor idea of
the value of such a dispensation as this
which the Comforter was now to bring, to
a soul that had been under the spirit of
hondage and of fear gendered by the law.
What thoughts of judgment to come were
nov bidden to depart! What fears of
death were now to yicld to the conscious-
ness of “present” life in the Son of God!
And what would all this be but anointing
with an oil of gladness? And the discip-
les, by this discourse, were under training
for this joy and liberty. The schoolmas-
ter was soon to give up his charge—his rod
and hid book of eleménts were now to be
dispensed’ with—and in this discourse, the
Son is leading the children on their way
home to their Father from under such tu-
tors and governors, and they are soon to
reach the Father, that they might know,
through the Holy Ghost, the liberty and
joy of adoption. -
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Such was this interesting hour to the
Church. The Holy Ghost, the witness
of the Father and the Son, and thus the
Spirit of adoption, was soon to be impart-
ed, and they were now led forth from the
school of the law to wait for it. With
thoughts ‘of the Father and of the Son,
and of the Chureh’s interests in all their
love, the Holy Ghost wag now to fill the
saints. And this accordingly He does in
our dispensation. He tells us, as the Lord
here promises He should, of the delight
that the Father has in the Son, of His
purpose to glorify Hlm, and of our place
in that delight and glory.  He takes of
these things and the like, and shows them
unto us.

Look at Genesis xxiv—a well-known
and much enjoyed scripture. It setsforth
the election of a bride for the Son by the
Father—but the placé which the servant
occupies in it, is just the place of the Holy
Ghost in the Church, ministering (as in
divine grace) to the joys of the Son, and
the Church, in perfecting the purposes of
the Father's love. In that scene, the ser-
vant of Abraham tells Rebeeca of the way
in which God had prospered his master—
what a favoured and beloved one Isaac
was, how he had been ¢ the child of old
age,” and how Abraham had made him -
“the heir of all his possessions.” He dis-
closes to her the counsels which Abra-
ham had taken touching a wife for this
much-Joved son of his, and lets her see
clearly her own clection of God to fill that
holy and honoured place. And at last he
puts upon her the pledges of this election
and of Isaac’s love.

Nothing could be mere touching and
significant than the whole scene. Would
that our hearts knew more of the power of”
all this, under the Holy Ghost, as Rebecca
knew it under the hand of Abrahaw’s ser-
vant! It was becausc he had filled her
thoughts of Abraham and of Isaae, and
of her own interest in them, that she was
ready togo with this Stranger all alone
across the desert.  Her mind was formed
by these thoughts; and she was prepared
to say to her country, har kindred, and
her father’s house, “I will go.” And the
thoughts of our heavenly Father's love,’
and our Isaac’s delightin us, ean still give
us holy separation from this defiled place
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where we dwell. Communion with the
Father and the Son through the com-
forter, is’ the holy way of distinguishing
the Church from the world, There
may be the fear of a coming judge-
ment working something of actual sepa-
ration from it, or the pride of the Pha-
tisee working religious separations from
it, but the present knowlege of the. Fa-
ther's love and the hope of the coming
glories of the Son, can alone work a di-
vine separation from its course and its
spirit.

The Father’s love, of which the Com-
forter testifies, is an immediate love.
It is the love of God that has visited |
the world in the gift of His Son (see
iti. 16 ;) but tbe moment this love of
God is believed, and the message of re-
conciliation which it hasset forth is re-
ceived, then are believersentitled, through
riches of grace, to know the Father's
love, a love that is an immediate love,
a8 the Lord here tells us (xvi. 26. 27.)
It is of this love of the Father, as the
glory of the Son, that the Comforter
tells us by the way homeward. He is
our couﬂ)anion for all the journey, and
this is His discourse with us.

How did the svrvant, I doubt not,
(to return to the same chapter, Gen.
xxiv.) as he accompanied Rebecca across
the desert, tell her further of his mas-
ter, adding many things to what he had
already told her in Mesopotamia; for
he had been the confident of his mas-
ter, and had known him from the be-
‘ginning. He knew his desire for a son,
and God's promisc and God's faithful-
ness. He knew of Abraham’s vietory
over the Kkings, of his rescue of Lot,
and mecting with Melchisedck, He
knew of the covenant, the pledge of the
inheritence. He knew of the diswissal of
Ishmael from the house,and of Isaac’s walk
init without arival—of the mystic journey
up Mount Moriah, and of Isaacbeing thus
alive from the dead. All this he knew,
and’ all this doubtless he told her of, as
they travelled on together, with these
reeollections and prospects delighting her,
though her back was now turned, and
turned for ever, upon her country and
her father’s house.

And, beloved, were we more consclous
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ly “on the way” with the Comforter,
the way would to us, in like manner,
be beguilded by His many tales of love
and glory, whispering of the Father and
of the Son to our inmost souls. Be it
so with . us, Thy poor people, blessed
Lord, more and wmore! -
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A NOBLEMAN WHO COULD NOT
SAY THE LORD'S PRAYER.

An act of prayer is to iteelf a searching

test pf one’s thonghts and feelings, especially
so when the very language of the petition,
as suggested by the Divine Spirit, holds
up a mirror_to the heart. The following
story well illustrates some of the difficulties
experienced by an intentional sinner in
tepeating the Lowd’s prayer:
" In the middle ages, when the great
Jorda and knizhts were always at war with
each other, oneof thewm resoived to avenge
himself upon a neighbour who had of-
fended bim. Tt chanced that on the very
evening when he had made this resolu-
tion Le lieird that his enemy was to pass
near his castle with only a few men with
him. It was a good opportunity to wake
his revenge, and he determined not to let
it pass. He spoke of this plan in the
presence of his chaplain, who tried in vaip
to persuale him to giveitup.,  The good
man said & great deal to the duke abont
the sio of wnat he was going to do, but
in vain. At length seeing that all his
words bad ne etfect, he said, « My Lord,
sinee 1 eannot persuade Fou to give up this
plan of yours, wiil you at least consent to
come with me to the chapel, that we may
pray togother before you go?”  Theduke
consented, and the chaplain and he knelt
together in prayer.  Then the mercy-
loving chri tian siid to the revengeful war-
rior, * Wil you repeat afier me, sentence
by sentence, the prayer which our Lord
Jusus Christ taight to his disciples $”

«I will doit,” rep'ied the Juke,

He did it accordingly. The chaplain
said a sentence, and the duke repeated it
till he caunte to the petition, « Plurgive us
our trespasses, as we forgivg them that
traspass against us.” There the duke was
silent.

«My lord duke yon are silent,” sail
the chaplaiti. * Will you beso good al
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if you dare say sod—forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive them that tres-
pass against us.’”’

I cannot,” replied the dyke.

“Well, God cannet forgive you, for he
bas said so. He himself has given this
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to continue to repeat the words after me, |

dren, baving lost house and home, are glad
to escape with their lives,

Bome of vou have seen in the eity of
London, just by London Bridge, a very
high column, It is ecalled the Monu-
ment, and was built in memory of a dread-
ful fire which took place about two hun-
dred years ago.

prayer. Therefore, you must either give ) . Oune Sunday morning
up your revenge, or give up saying this | before it was light, a citizen looked out at
praver; for, to ask God to pardom you | his window and saw a five, just on the
as you pardon others, is to ask him to!spot where ?hat monument stands. He
take vengeance on you for all your sins.|did not think much of it, and went to
Go, now, my Lord, and meet your victim. | bed again. But it was soon found to be
God will meet you at the great day of | spreading. It went on for three days and
judament, nights, burning its way through the city,
The iron will of the duke was broken. ' houso after house, street afier street, light-
“No,” said he, * I will finish my prayer: 'ing up the sky for miles al round the
My God, my Father, pardon me. Forgive -country. It is stated that thirteen thou-
me, as | desire to forgive him who has : sand houses, eighty-nine churches, besides
offended me. TLead we notinto tempta- | the city gates and the public buildings,
tion, but deliver me from evil!” ' were destroyed in those three days, Oue
“ Amen!” said the chaplain. writer informs us that the people, who

“ Amen!” repeated the duke, who now | had been driven from their houses to the
understood the Lord’s Prayer better than | number of two hundred thousand, were
‘e had .ever done befare, since he bad : seen by him out in the fields at Islington
Jearned to apply it to himself.—Biblical | and Highgate, destitute of everything,
Treasury. | And all this from that small beginning,
« Behold, how great zl];natter a little. fire
y { kindleth !’ When you kindle it you know

THE SPARK AND THE FLAME. tnot where it will end. A spark let fall
‘upon a portion of tinder may be the eom-

. | nencement of a fire that -may destroy a
As T was travelling by the railway Jast | city.

smmner, [ cbaerved the green bauke en| So itis with a little word. A iittle an-
the side of the way iu some places marked i gry word makes other people angry, and
with Jarge patches of black, scorched, and 80 it spreads.  Oh, thou little tongue,
burnt grass, This was caused by sparks, what mischief hast thou done!—by fulse
flying from the engine. That little spark | words, like (iehazi’s, or like those of
~—neg, it falls on that tuft; the grassis dry, | Abab’s false propheta; slanderous words,
and it has set that tuft on fire, —that tuft | Like those of Shimei-—cursing and swearing
blazes and seis the uext on fire, and the | words. The apostie James has some aw-
aext, and the next. See how it spreads!! ful warnings. He says the tongue “ sot-
all the bank is pow in a bluge. 8o { have { teth on fire the course of nature, and is set
known a ward—a spiteful word, a false on fire of bell.”

word, a wicked word—to kindle a fire that | I might tell you of the mischief Doeg
bas spread and destroyed. the happiness of | the Edemite did: and the false witnesses
many. The mischief has gone on from | against Stephen; and the young men that
one person to another, from {amily to fami- | mecked the prophet; and the spitefu}
ly, and even from nation to nation. In{words of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.
America, where there are large plains! Oh, it is kind of the apostle Jamnes to tel
covered with long dry grass, somelimes| us that we wust put a bridle on the
through carelessness the grass has taken | tongue! You see the munruly harse, he
fire. How dreadful—the prairie is on| will go the wrong way without restraing,
fire Lit spreads for miles, the beasts flee-| and do great mischief; but his master
ing Lefore it, and men, women, and chil-| holds Limp bagk with a firm band, S0

+o o —

«Behold, how great a matter a little fire kin.
dleth,”---James iii. 5,
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must we when the tamgue is just ready te | doing the will of God from the heart, and
88y some foolish, or vain, or false, or spite- | seeking to do good to all around us,

ful words; 'we must hold it back with a
firm hand, and say ** No, no, unruly tongue,
back, back!”’ ;

But the true cure for a bad tongue is
curing the heart. The heart is the foun-
tain; the streams of evil words come from
the bad thoughts that work within.
must ask God to forgive us the sins of the
tongne,.and all other sins, for Christ's sake,
and nsk Him to cleanse our hearts and
our ways. Wae must set before us the ex-
ample of Him « who did no sin, neither
was guile found in His mouth. Who,
when He was reviled, reviled not again;
when He snffered, He threatened uot, but
committed Himeelf to Him who judgeth
righteously.”"— Union Magazine.

— O e —

LIVING TO PURPOSE.

I took up an old book the other day, and
glancing over the preface my eye caught
these words, “ My DESIRE HAY BEEN TO LIVE
T0 PURPOSE.” I immediately felt that I had
met with one with whom I could sympathise.
Live we do, live we must; it is not a matter
of choice with us ; but, do we live to pur-
pose? Is the life we are living worthy an im-
mortal soul? Is it becoming a probationer
for eternity? ‘What is our sim? What will
be the end of our life? My soul, see to it
that you live to purpose.

Reader, let me exhort you to live to
pose. Live while you live. Liveas you will
wish you had lived when the glories of eter-
nity are bursting upon your view.

If we would live to purpose, we must live
a lifeof fuith, Faith brings us to Jesus,

pur-

leads us to renounce everything at the feet of ‘\

Jesus, and to venture on” Jesus to save us

Wae |

ll.t' we would live ;.,0 pgmose,l;we must Iiv?
alife of pruyer. rayer is the outgoing o
thejs.ou{ t!t)) God, ns the effect of coqgnun?ca-
tions of grace from God. Prayer enses tle
heart, relieves the mind, and apimates the
soul. Itseeks from God, that it may employ
for God. Without prayer there can be ro
life in the soul. Without habitual prayer
there can be Do spiritual health. Prayer
brings God and the soul together. It opens
God’s resources to supply the pleader’s needs.
Prayer, as it brings us constantly into the
presence of God, gradually conforms us to
the moral image of God. We become God-
like. There is & resemblance to God in our
{ spirit, object, and actions. And, as it ‘is im-
| possible to be like Qod and not live to pur-
j Dose, 50 it 1s impossible to live to purpose if
we are not like God. The mun of faith is
the man of prayer ; and the man of prayer
is the useful man.

If we would live to purpose, we must live
a life of activity. "Ne must be active for
| tod's glory, and active for man’s good.—
I There is a field for. every one to cullivate—a -
work for each to do. The men of the last
geueration, who planted the fruit trees which
now supply us, lived to some purpose ; but
the men who only lived to eat, drink, and
dresg, lived to no purpose.

Reader, do you wish to live to purpose? If
80, live to Jesus. Live for Jesus. Live like
jJesus. He went about doing good. He
: pleased not Himself, but in everything sought
. the good of others, and His Father's glory.
{ How can Christians eadure the theught of
“living to no purpose? Dying, the charch
! scarcely misses them. Dying, the world is
 scarcely any the worse for their removal. Dy.
‘, ing, the Saviour has not lost a trumpeter, noe
i the Sunday school a teacher, nor the church
! an active instrament of good,

Brethren, let us arouse ourselves; let us
" determine, in God’s strength, that we will

With an everlasting salvation. Faith takes . henceforth live to some high, holy, and noble
the promise of (od, and trusts it ; the pre- | purpose. A3 the apostle said of himself and
cept of Christ and obeys it. Faith rests np: | primitive Ghristians, let ns so live as to say
on God’s word, watches God's providence, I'of ourselves, “None of usliveth (o himself,
and strives to glorify God’s name. If I bave | and uo man dieth to_himself; for if' we live,
faith, T have Jesus; for faith brings the soul | we live unto the Lord; and if we die, we die
and Christ inte anion. If I have faith, I am { unto the Lord; living t'herefwro, or dying, we
boly; for faith purifies the heart, works by | ure the Lord’s.” Gracious God, grant that
love, and consecrates the person to God. If: the rulicg desire of every one of onr hearts
there is no faith, there can be no good works; | may be, that, when the scenes of life ¢lose
and if there are no good works, there is no ; upon us--when eternity opens beforn ns—
faith; or, if there is what is called faith, itis o . when death stands ready to usher us into thy
dend, & useless faith, for  faith without warks } preseuce—we may be enabled honestly to say,
ig dead, being alone.” ‘T'o live by faith, thew, | My DESIRE HAS BEEN TO LIVE TO PURPOSR."—=

i8 tolive beliexing God, trosting in Jesus, | Lale Rev. James Swmith,
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FOOTSTEPS.

« Leaving us an example,that ye should follow
His steps.”’-..1 Pet. ii. 21.

One day in the winter, when the ground
was covered with snow, the parents of lit-
tle Mary saw on the ground little foot-
steps; they traced the marks along in the
snow till they came to an old barn; and
so they found that their little darling had
been to that barn soon in the morning.—
What did she go to the barn for? She
had read in the word of God, “ Enterinto
thy closet, and, when thou hast shut thy
door, pray to thy Father which ig in se-
eret.” She knew that a ocloset meant
some ciosed-up place where she might be
alonc, and, as she could not find a”place
to be alone in the house, she went out
into the barn and shut the door, to be
alone with God. I wish all young per-
gous would tread in her steps. I do net
mean exactly that you should take some
snowy morning aud walk in the snow.—
But I mean that you should every morn-
ing, summer and winter, come to your
little closet. A burn will do, a bedroom
will do, anywhere that you ecan be alone
to pray unto your * Father that secth in
sceret.”

But we have a better example, an cx-
ample that will serve us in everything.—
There is One who las walked upon this
earth and is gone to heaven, who desires
that you, dear young ones, should po to
the sume place ; and so He has loft His
footsteps for you. Sce: put your fect in
the same steps and you will arrive where
Jesus is.  These footsteps are traced in
the New Testament. Let us look for
them.

I. The first of thesc footsteps is Hu-
MILITY. You never see pride or vanity,
haughtiness or envy, in Hin, He wasthe
meek and lowly One. He says, Learn
of me.” One day his disciples, as they
walked, were talking about a question
that often comes uppermost in most minds,
—Who should be the greatest? When
the walk was at an end, Jesus asked them
what they had been talking about on the
way. Almost ashamed,they told Him ; when
He took a little child, set him in the
midst, and bade them look at that child.
I think it was a sweet child: very lovely,
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because humble. It did not despise others
whose clothes were not so gi It did
not strive to get the best place. It felt it-
self to need instruction and support, and
looked up in its weakness into the Sa-
viour’s loving face, as if asking Him to
take care of it. It was humble like Jesus
himsclf, lowly and meek. Such would
Jesus have His disciples to be, That i3
the first of Christ’s footsteps.

II. The next footstep is -Love. Laove
brought Him from heaven to earth, and
love in the heart will carry us from earth
to heaven. Heaven is the world of love,
and love is one of His footsteps. Happy
is he that treads therein.

III. Another footstep is OBEDIENCE.—
When a boy, His parents found Him in
the temple, and He said, “ Wist ye not
that T must be about my Father’s busi-
ness? "’ and then He went home and was
subject to His carthly parents. He said,
“ My meat is to do the will of Him that
sent me, and to finish His work.” Every
step of His life was one of obedience.

“ My dear Redeemer and my Lord,
I read my duty in Thy word;
Bat in Thy life the Iaw appears
Drawn out in lving characters.
Suech was Thy truth, and such Thy zeal,
Buch deference to Thy Father’s will,
Such love and meekness so divine,
I would transeribe and make them mine,’

IV. I will mention onc other footstep
of Jesus which claims especial attention.
It is difficult to step here, but if you fol-
low Jesus, you will mark His steps of
SELF-DENIAL. Mocked, derided, beaten,
crowned with thorns, crucified, His dis-
ciples trod in His steps. And shall we
repine because of the little self-denial that
is required of us! Let every one say,—
« Blessed Jesus.”

“ Be Thou my pattern; make me bear
More of 'T'hy gracious image here,
"T'hen (od the Judge ehall own my name
Amoug the followers of the Lamb.”

InconsTaNcy.—DBe not unstable in
thy resolutions, not various in thy actions,
nor inconstant in thy affections. So de-
liberats that thou wmayest persevera,
Mutability is the badge of infirmity.
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PEACEMAKERS.

The opening sentences of our Lord’s
Bermon upon the Mount, known in the
Church by the nawe of the Beatitudes,
give us a delineation of the saintly char-
acter.  We shall misunderstand these Di-
vine gentences if We suppose that we find
in them so many different classes of saint-
ly men. It is not that the poor in spirit
form one division, and that the mourners
g second, and the meek a third, and they
which hunger and thirst after righteous-
ness a fourth, and the merciful a fifth, and
the pure in heart a sixth, and the peace-
makers a seventh, and the persecuted an
eighth ; all the saints of God have that
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out this signification of the seventh beati-
tude. When we look round us, are there
not quarrels in houses, quarrels in socies
ties, quarrels even in churches, between
those who are only divided by some wretch-
ed shibboleth ? When men sce how good
a thing it is to drop a little oil upon these
troubled waters, even worldly hearts are’
ready to say “ Amen" to the Saviour’s
blessing.

It is interesting to remember that at
the last commission for the review of the
Liturgy, in 1689, it was proposed. among
several changes of a much more questiona-
ble character, that at the greater festivals
the Kight Beatitudes should be read, either

tin addition to, or in place of, the Ten

true Gospel poverty of epirit which Bish- | Commandments. On a Christmas or Easter
op Taylor calls the highway of cternity ;" | inorning it would surely be beautiful to
all mourn ; all are meek ; all hunger and | hear, « Blessed are the peacemakers: for
thirst after righteousness; all are merci- i they shall be called the children of God,”
ful; allare pure in heart; all are peace- | with a response, ¢ Lord, have mercy upon
makers ; all, more or less, are persecuted | us, and make us partakers of this bless-
for righteousness’ sake,  We have not so | ing.”
many different kinds of characters; but i But this does not exhaust the meaning,
80 many aspects of one and the same char-‘! The world is, for once, so well pleased with
acter, not eight different vines, but cight | the literal interpretation of one of the
different clusters of one and the same vine. | words of Jesus, that it would see no fur-
It is an easy thing to speak about the|ther. Not so the Christian. Rather, as
saints and the saintly characters, admir- 5] one of old has said, “from the promonto-
ing them as we might adwire the radiance . ry of the Saviour’s words he gazes down
of an autumnal sunset: but we are all into the clear and fathomless depths of his
called to be saints; unless that charac- | Divine thought.” ‘
ter be formed in us,we shall have no! When we read any thoughtful book, we
share in the beatitudes of the Sermon up- l'strive to ascertain the sense in which the
on the Mount.  Let us consider that as- | author uses important words. What, then,
pect of the saintly character which is ex- | does Christ mean by peace ? '
libited in the words, ‘Blessed arc the| IPeace seems to mean a wholesome and
peacemakers.” perfect harmony of man’s nature.  Man
1. \Vhf) are the peacemakers ? has a twofold enmity rankling in his soul.
If we inquire nievely what our Lords| He is the-enemy of God.  When we re-
first hearers must have understood by the | member the heathen philosoplier’s deserip-
term, no doubt it may be restrieted to the i tion of a wicked min—Llow he cannot
signification which has been given by an ! bear to be alone, because he can find noth-
old divine—¢ pacitic, gentle, good-natur- | ing in himself to love; how his whole soul
ed.” isin a state of revolt and mutiny—we
Even in this obvious and superficial ' need not fear to say that he is at enmity
sense of the word there is wuch force. ' with himselfl

How strangely and touchingly gentle must
it have sounded in the cars of men in that
age, which has been deseribed by histo-
tians in hues of such intense blackness!
Even now, after the Gospel of Christ has
been eighteen hundred years in this dis-
tracted world, we cannot afford to do with-

Our Lord says, “Peace I leave with
you, my peace I give unto you: not ag
the world giveth, give I unto you,” The-
world’s courteous words arc hollow. It
can speak them with curled lips, and a’
tongue ofice, and an eye of stone. Byt
the word which the world uses heartlessly
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‘i taken up by our loving Lord, and by ! the promises held out to us. - Read the

him transtigured and glorified into its
highest sense.

Here, then, are Christ’s peacemakers.
Not merely the pacific—that would be but
a repetition of the previous blessing upon
the meck—but the pacificators ; not mere-
Iy those who have peace, but those who
make it.  They are those who first have
thix peace thems.lves, then diffuse it among '
others, whether with a ministerial commis
sion or not; whether with conscious de- |
votion to saered work, or as the halfun- l

promises to the seven churches, in the sec-
ond and third chapters of the Apocalypye,
by the light of this hint.

So in the beatitudes. It is meet that
the poor in spirit should have the riches
of thekingdom; itis meet that the mourn-
ers should have their tears wiped away by
a picrced hand ; it is meet that they who
have been pushed and jostled aside in the
rude world's selfish throng, who have not
enjoyed the old earth, should inherit the
new carth; it is meet that they who have

conscious missionaries of Christ. yearned with a deep and deathless hunger
Let us note, before passing on, that this E and thirst after the Lord our Righteous-
aspect of the saintly charaetetr is not incon- | ness should be satisfied; it is meet that
sistent with witness against evil and. re-| they who have shown mercy to others
buke of sin.  We need to see this in our i should obtain it themsclves; it is meet
age.  No peace, which is true peace, can | that the pure in heart, who have made a
be wider than God’s.  No love, which is | covenant with their eyes, and turned them
true love, can be tenderer than God’s.]away from forbidden objects, should gaze
We have learned to make our disputes; for ever upon the ancient and uncreated
impzrsonal, to define and explain, until | Beauty, the first and only Fair. There
controversy becomes superfluons or hope- | is, therefore, a special meetness in this
less. It is well. Let us only remember | promise also—¢ Blessed are the peace-
that there arc times when, in aiming at} makers: for they shall be called the chil-
the higher peace, we must be content to | dren of God.”
siceifice the lower. Elijah and Athana-| Who is the Peacemaker? Heat whose
sius were pencemakers after all. : hirth the angels sang, * Peace on earth.”
It shonld be noticed that this false: He who is our peace. He is so because
pracemaking ‘vith sin and evil has infect-' he is the Son of God, whose property it
ed limguage.  Time was when language, | is to unite the divided and reconcile the
with its salutary roughness, was a great . fallen.
moral edueator, becauce it taught ws, al-| It was a glorious scene in the midst of
most without reflection, to place our lik- } which these words were spoken, under the
ings and aversions rightly. Many instan- cloudless splendour of a southern dawn.
ces might be allezed.  For instance, | There shall be a fairer scene, the flushing
scepticiem is called strength of thought. | of a more unclouded morning, ¢ the man-
Strength ! Scepticism may be stronger | ifestation of the sons of God.” Theu he
than indifference : it is weaker than faith. ! shall appear as the Peacemaker; they, in
Man is strong, not by what he knows, but ' his likeness, who have been peacemakers,
by what he believes.  Again, excess of: He, the Son of God; they the sons of
pussion is confounded with strength of (iod through the power which he has given
character.  But the force of passion, as ' them.

has been well said, is orzanie, not moral; |
and the measure of strength is precisely |
resistance, not submission, to passion. !

If we be not Sadducees in disguise, call-
ing ourselves Christians, there are times
when the eye of faith pierces the sunlit

II. It is interesting to note the special ‘mists, and we see the forms of saints and
suitability of the promise annexed to this | martyrs thronging the eternal hills—not
blessing. in any superstitious spirit, as those whom

There is a beautiful peculiarity atout!we must pray to, or need pray for; not
the promises of Christ. They are not. merely those of whom we read in history,
rhetorical or poeticnl. There is a close | but saints whose names are written in the
connection between our circumstances,our | calendarof home; martyrs who have borne
trials, our temptations, our waats, and|wearing sickoess or the crwal knife with
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such heavenly patience, that’ at last we
seem to hear our loving Father's voice
calling them from life’s long weariness to
that eternal rest?

Do we not see now that they all, in one
way or other, have been Christ's peace-
makers? And how shall we follow them ?
Not by wild fanaticism ; not by striving,
and crying, and making our voice heard
in the street; mot by leaving (without a
special call) the commonplace duties of
our home.  Let us first receive Christ’s
peace into our hearts. It will be as an
afomatic odonr, which is wafted beyond
the wrapper in which it is enfolded, and
manifests its presence by a sweetness which
cannot be hidden.—Quiver.

THE PRODIGAL RECLAIMED.

A Clristian minister entered a rail-
way-carriage in which he found two pas-
sengers already seated. Oune of them was
a sailor, about thirty years of age, whose
bronzed, weather-beaten countenance told
plainly of exposure and hard work in dif-
ferent climes. The other was a Iady.

The sailor’s hieart was evidently full of

sotne great joy ; for as though uncounscious |

|

of the presence of others, he repeated sev-
eral’ times the words, ¢ Praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord !?
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took me with her to the house of God,
and sent me to the Sunday school held there.
I had a good kind teacher, who often
spoke to me and the rest of the elass very
earnestly, and exhorted us to believe in
the Lord Jesus, and to love him. But I
paid no heed to the advice of either my
mother or my teacher, and grew wild and
reckless, antd when I had been apprenticed
about two years, I ran away from my mas-
ter and from Lome and went to sea.

“Since then, I have Leen mnearly all
over the world. I have Leen in muny
ships and ports, but everywkhere I have
been a wicked prodigal. The Jast ship I
sailed in came into the Thames not Jong
since, and 1 lnnded with the resolve to
give myself to indulgence and wicked-
ness,

«(Qne summer evening, accompanied
by some of my shibmates, I passed =a
chape] for seamen, from which there came
the sound of singing. It recalled to me
in an instant the days of my youth, and
al} the wickedn2ss of my life since then.
I stood in the street riveted, and I felt as
if the earth would surely open and swallow
me up. My shipmates wanted to hurry
me on; but I felt asif I coull not but go
into the chapel, and I did so, alone, for
none of them would go in with me, There
was A prayer-meeting.  The prayers and

_After a little time the lady turned to
him and said, « 1 think you have surely :
been amongst Ranters, or some people of |
that sort, who bave turned your brain. f

* No, ma’'am,” said ke, * I've been out |
of' my senses all my life; Lut, thank God, |
I've just come to my right iind.”

Th? lady looked "somewhat ineredulous,
and for a litte time nothing more was
gpoken,

Afler a while the minister drew a little
earer and snid to the sailor, # My friend,
if you have no objection, I should like to
know alitdle of your bListory,”

Thus aceosted, the mun replied in sub-
stance as follows :— '

, “It is now wore than fifteen years
since I Jeft home to go to sea. My native
place is— and my mother was a wid-
oW, & 200d woman as ever lived, and she
tried to train mie up right,. and I am sure
she prayed for me with all her heart. She

the singing had a great effect on me; and I
went back to the ship full of anxiety about
my soul. T could get no rest, and so I
resolved 10 go to the same place again the
first opportunity. I went the verv next
Sunday evenng. There was a minister
who preached from the words, « This is'a
faithfal saying, and worthy of all accepta-
tion, that Christ Jesus eame into the world
to save sinners, of whom I am chief”
Towards tbe end of his sermon, he said,
« Is there any poor sailor here that feels
himse!f & sinner? The faithful saying is
for him: the Lord Jesus is willing to save
bim, aud to save him now.” T could not
help crying out, *Yes, Jack’s here!” 1
listened to the end ; some kind friends talk-
ed to me and prayed for me, and I found
peace in the Lord Jesus Christ.”

The minister gave a glance at the lady,
and observed that her eyes had fillal with
tears.. She had no idea now that the sail-
‘or’s brain was-{ureed. .
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¢ And whatare you going to do now?”
asked the minister.

« As soon as 1 found peace in Jesus,
and felt his love, I resolved to go and see
my mother, and te!l her about it. I bLad
another ship offered me, and I could have
sailed directly; but T said, “ No, I must ga
and see my wmother!”

He had wot seen her for many years,
nor had he heard from her.  He hoped
to find her alive; though for aught he
knew she might be dead; but at all events
he would go and see, that if still Jiviog he
might beg her forgiveness and gladden
her Leart by the news of his conversion,

Christian  parents, sow the good seed,
and sow it hopefully. It may spring up
aud bring forth fruit abundantly very soon,
and you may havethe joy of seeing your
children walking with you in the way to
beaven, whilst vet younz. But if uat, do
pot despair. The seed may be covered
long, and Lring forth fruit at last. It may
be hidden deep down in the heart of your
wayward and vebellious son; but in answer
to your prayers God way yet quicken it
into life, and give you to rejoice in his
conversion. Do not despair, although you
should not hear of it on earth, you may
meet him in heaven.

-

DIVINE EJACULATION.

Great God, whose sceptre rules the earth,
Distil thy fear iuto 1y heart,
That, being rapt with lioly mirth,
I may procluim how good thou art:
Open my lips, that I may sing
Fall praises Lo my Ged, my King.

Great God, thy gorden is defaced,

I'he weeds thrive there thy flowers deray|
0 call to mind thy promise past,

Restore thou them, cut these away:
Till then let not the weeds have power
To starve or stiut the poorest flower.

In all extremes, Lord, thon art still
"The mount vhereto my hopes do flee;
O make my soul detest all iil,
Decause so much abhorr'd by thee .
Lozd, let thy gracious trials show
" That T amjust, or mnke me so.

Shall mountain, desert, beast, and tree,
Yield to that heavenly voice of thine,
Aud shall that voice not startle me,
Nor stir this stone—this heart of mine?
No, Lord, till thon new-bore mine ear,
‘thy voice is Jost, I eannot hear,

THE GOOD
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Fountain of light and living breath,
Whose mercies never fuil nor fude,
Fill me with life that hath no death,
Fill me with light that hath no shadey
Appoint the remnant of iy days
T'o see thy power, acd ging thy praise,

Lord God of gods, hefore whose throne
Stand storms sud fire, O what shall we

Return t6 Heaven, that isour own,
When all the world belongs to thee?

We havg no offering to impart,

But praises, and a wounded heart.

O Thou that sitt’st in heaven, and seest
My deeds without, my thoughts within,
Be thou my Prince, be thon my Priest—
Command my soul, and cure iy sin: .
How bitter my affections be
1 care unot, so { rise to thee,

What I possess, or what I crave,
Brings uo coutent, great God, to me,
If what I would, or what I have,
Be not possest and b)gst in thee :
What 1 enjoy, oh, make it mine,
1 muking me, that have it, thine,

When winter-fortunes cloud the hrows
Of sammer friends; when eyes grow
strange— .
‘When plighted faith forgets its vows—
When earth and all things in it change,—
O Lord, thy mercies fuil me never:
When once thou lov'st, theu lov'st for ever,

Great God, whose kingdom hath no end,
Iuto whose secrets none can dive,
Whose mercy uone can apprehend,
Whose justice none cap leel—aud live;
What my duli heart cannot aspire
To kuow, Lord, teach me to admire.
QUARLES.
e m————

« He that received seed unto the good ground
is he that heareth the word, and understandeth
it.”—Matthew xiil, 23,

A poor woman once heard a sermon in
which the use of dishonest weights and
measures was exposed.  She went home
much affected by the preacher’s words.
The next day, when, according to his cus-
tom the minister went among his hearers,
and ¢alled upen the woman, hie took ocea-
ston to ask her what she remembered of
his sermon.  The poor woman complain-
ed much of her bad mewory, and said she
had forgotten almost sli that he delivered.
i « But one thing,” said she, “I rememher-
ed; I remembered to burn my bushel,”
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iv.

i)onations.

B L —

‘I'e following donations have been received
from 15th November, 1865, to 1st January, 1866,
for which we render our best thanks in the
name of the lord:—

Donations received previousto 1ith

Nov., 1865,and folmerl_y ackuowled;ed,snlﬁ 89
L. D., Orillia, - $3,04

w. ){ Fdgeworth,

i

-

3. Y. Mitehell, - - - < 050
M. l‘ Fergus. . - . - 0“0
8.1 G Bridgewater, - - - 1,00
M. W, Warwick, - - . .. 100
Mrs. l‘,. B., Summerville, - - - 040
O.R., l"ont‘.:ill, - . L. - 1.00
81757,204
Amount given away from the com-
mencement of the work up o loth Nov.,
1865, - - . - 84537,44
;4548 4
SPECIAL DONATIONS FOR STEAM PRESS i
Amouxlt formerly mknowlcdgcd - Sh:l 67
A. B, Pickering, - . $1.00
AL, Musaglburg, - - . - 100!
.. Perth, - - - - 100
W, P.T, Speedie, - - - 0,50 ¢

THE SEED SOWER. :

A New Ilinstrated Paper for the’
Young.

Outhe 1st of January, 1865,this New . uuthiy:
Periodical for the Young will be published by us m
Mentreal, at the following rates :

For a Single Copy,ecevernieriirneni.. . 80,23,
For Ten Copivs to ono address, ........1,30.
For Thirty Copies to one address, ..... $3,70

LT Forty Copics to ono address,......85 00
For Fifty Copies to ono address........$3 S0
T'or Une Hundred Copies to one ad-

L ..510 00

FOSTAGE FREE.

RE™ Subscriptions to be Puid invari-
ably in ADVANCE.

SCHEME OF SABBATH LESSONS.

————

Now 1eady, a Scheme of Lessons for ﬁ

THE GOOD NEWS.

Now-Published at ovr Ofice and sent by

* . Muilm
IIE ANXIOUS INQUIRER. .
T Price 12§ Cents. QUIR By J-A. Jaurs
HE GREAT GIVER TEACBH\G TO
[£)8 . m.ua Author of

A,
Me:z:ir of M‘Cheyne,"ulucow.&q and. Price
Cents.

QOSPEL WITHIN THX GOSPEL. An
gomion of the Parablgy of the xod'xnl
3y Rev. llliam MeKenzie, dtwsay, C. Price

10 Cents each,

| A VOICE FROM THE COAL - PIT. By
RicHARD WrRAVER. Price 12} Cents.

TO YOU IS _TUE WORD OF fALVATION
S8ENT. By RicHanp Wkaver. Price 12} Cents.

LIND DBARTIMEUR. AND WIS QI T
B PHYSICIAN. By Paor. W.J. [lous. llI"i-‘r‘t'e

\

§

12} Cents.
AGENTS FOR OUR PERIODICALS
Ahuonto,. Crareseaisennrraeanateatscannoes -Ward
i Ashton, .. . e Robort ennedy
i Arnprmr - Robert ) oung
B0 S L S Y Robeyt Wyllio
Ihulhebmn ............... . James Fitzgerald
Beachbugh, - Peter McLaren
{ Bennie’s Cornors, . oo d. MceCarter
Beantford, ........ ]\ C. Fassimore
Brooklin ..... Alex Kitchen
Brownsvillo.seeereecin i cverieeinnn., . Urown .
i Bownnaville,..... '1' \elluwlesl and Hoht. Young
Brasupton tobt. Henders
FBUrtord. v vvreeeneeninnenn. Cevaraseneaes Hemry Cox
P Catedon....... .. .Robert’ A\)derwu
(,umm.;u.n oo do WL L
! Cannhsgtou, b. Willinm MePhngl
P Clavemont. . . Melab

| Garloton Plx

Cartwrighy. . i1 MePhail

Copetonn ... .. . A.J. Lumkbell
Fdmonten, C.W, ... .. .. Namuo! Snell
! Bsoott, ... . Sam'l AL Umh n. Teavher
I O . S Thes. l‘ehl
TlOUONCOye e eranrnonnsiane senns Rev- W. Seott

{ Gananoyuo,..
Glonoestet, .
{3reenbank..
ngersoll .
irkwall,. ...
b.o

A \\ aldie and S, MeCammon

. Thomas Duncan
<. Jubn Asling
Alex Wallace
\\ . McMillan

Kipping . ellis
um,-udmn, .Ilonry Dnme)
Chawmark, . cecciiiiiniinn e al
{ London,C.W.......... Rubclt SNeett
g eereeeiiicensenes eeveeas eyt Jmnos UGillean
! Lnnw Lelnnd Luch.... -eoo Moses Gamble
g. snitin Cere st gRersasarans A.Gordon
\luldlenlle. teansensne Tan Stewart
Millpoint, oli . 2
MeDonald’s Corne! H. dela

Newburgh,.......

Tas W ightwa,
Niagara,......

... Thomgs Elliote
Newtonville,.. James ookb-xn
OtLAWN . voarensreenresaroncenes . W, Srewart
Perth. «vereinnnniianes ...Johnllnrland Q. Walker
Port Dovery.cveeereeees sosanraseseesass David Abel
Port Hop‘ebe ebertoaeritanns Ju Bsird Bookseller
Prince Albert. orman
nebao.. ..--Rev D.Marsh, Bible Socioty’s Depot

Sreesarnanens

ichmond vese _(Jourge rown
every Sabbath in the year 1866. 10 gﬁﬁi‘i’?«m Rﬂbngxl‘ hyane
u.ms ver dczen,

All Oommumcatmns to ba a'iiremd t0
ROBEBT KENNEDY, 184 McG@ill Street,

3t. Catharine's

R. McClelland
Siaith’s Falls.. .

“Tlu Reviow,” ‘and J. Wsshbnrn

Monireal. h

th Mon hn versecesane ss Ilnuh“uddoll
gﬁ:r T4 « " weenarana ceeunireseess Jus, MeArdell
Whiteross, r»... . Ceseeeiann . Taved Thovi
“'olfo lsllnd....‘.. crsrene evarvaes ME Maimic -

Woodstonk.c.oovennnceennins coees . Vaite

Wicke eoerivraraiane ssnennnnsnnin .famethebnor



