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To an intelligent observer of the growth
and charscter of the educational methods
and systems of the present day one dis-
tinguishing feature will, we think, very soon
be apparent---the preponderance of theory.
‘The thirst for theory scems unquenchable.
There are evidences of it on all sides.
‘I'eachers cry out for new theories with the
hope that these will aid them in their
daily duties ; senates, boards, associations,
discuss them ad aawuscam; and educa-
tional journals are filled to overflowing with
them.

And these theories take on all sorts of
shapes ; now in the form of moral dis-
quisition, at another time of minute and
intricate psychological analyses—as valye-
less often as they are minute and intri-
cate. As examples of the duscription of
theories of the first kind the following may
be taken, culled at hap-hazard from the

THURSDAY, MARCH rtitn, 15386.

pages of different educational period-
icals :—

“‘T'eacher, do you love the human race ?
Do you aim to do the work of the local
philanthropist? If so, look beyond the
school-room. See in your pupils future
men and women. Do not, for God's
sake, do not aim only to prepare them to
answer set questions,” etc., etc.

“A desire for knowledge always pre-
cedes knowledge.”

“ All culture isself-culture.  Any young
person with good health and ambition
can make a success of life.”

“ An ounce of grit is worth more to a
student than a pound of royal blood.”

“Worth, not wealth, determines the
standing of a student in school.”

“The object of the teacher should be to
develop character.  There is nothing
nobler an earth than a true man or a true
woman.”

And so forth, and so on, through count-
less pages. ‘These are admirable maxims
certainly, and contain much strong meat
~—so0 strong that a very little goes a very
long way. Any one of them properly
“chewed and digested,” to use the words
of Francis Bacon, would suffice for a life-
time, and would transform the most ineffi-
cient of schoolmasters into anideal guide
and instructor of youth.

The question is, Arc they of real prac-
tical value? Are we doing right in writ-
ing, in reading, and in letting our minds
wander on such, undoubtedly good, but
as undoubtedly visionary, theories?
Would there not accrue to cach of us
very much more benefit if we quietly set
ourselves to doing the small routine of
duties that have each day to be done?
True, if we “love the human race” we
shall in all probability make better mas-
ters and mistresses.  But it would be an
interesting calculation to discover how
many columns of exhortations to philan-
thropy it would require to bring about this
so much-to-be-desired a consunimation.

The evil which this preponderating

attention given to mere theory brings
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about, it appears to us, is a proportionate
disregard of practice, of earnest, zealous,
every day work.  “ But,” perhaps we shall
be told, ‘it is by means of these beautiful
moral axioms that we are ncrved to our
every day work.” ‘This is not altogether
deniable, certainly. By  occasionally
diverting our minds from mecre routine
and engaging in quiet meditation moral
strength may be -let us say, recuperated.
But to properly increase that strength the
surest way is to use it.

So much for theories of the meral dis-
quisition type. Theories of the psycho-
logical type are, we hold, for young
teachers equally valueless. No doubt a
correct system of tuition is based on a
correct system of psychology.  If we know
accurately the difference between a
concept and a percept, can define ewmo-
tion, and feeling, and senzation, and will,
and know which precedes the other, and
all such like metaphysical technicalities,
we should perhaps be able to dole out our
ideas to our pupils in their proper logical
or psychological sequence. But afier al},
is not this better learned in the school-
room than in the pages of a philasophical
essay? How does a man improve any
argumentative ability he may possess > By
conning Aristotle, or Mill, or Jevons, or
Walker, or Murray, or Whately, or Thom-
son, or by arguing? Or, to use another
simile, does one sing better by knowing
all the names of the voluntary and of the
involuntary respiratory muscles, the anat.
omy of the larynx and the working of the
vocal chords, or by using these muscles?

So, too, which is the better—to learn the
constituents and the functions of the
mind by the perusal of beautifully worded
sentences and nicely rounded paragraphs,
or by noticing the character of these con.
stituentsand the working of these functions
in the minds of the pupils under our care ?
‘There is only one answer. No one will
or can deny the value of the knowledge
of logic and the knowledge of anatomy,
and the knowledge of psychology ; but
the fault lies in attributing to such know-
ledge a value far above its true worth.
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Tie adoption of the clective system has, says
President Eliot, produced 1 great increase in
intellectual intercourse and spontancous associa-
tion for intcllectual objects among the students,
and young men who find themselves associated
in the pursuit of the same or kindred studies,
talk and work together over them.

WHAT is this quality in the sad tones of Russian
writers, as in all Turgeneff’s storics, for example,
50 different from that of any other people? The
sadness of the German, in literature, often appears
weak, sclf-indulgent, sentimental 5 the sadness of
the Frenchman is a little tooneatly expressed ; the
sadness of the Englishinan or American is oftenest
only a dramatic and imagined one, for his own
genuine sorrows he is not apt to express, openly
and directly.  In the Russian mournfulness there
lies something heavy, oppressive—terrible in its
reality, and in the simple, honest expression of it ;
as if the dark mood were the natural air of the
country, that all men Lreathed, and that no one
need be reticent about; as if some weight of
national wrong and hopelessness were added to
all individual sorrow, so as to make itthe common
experience, and even the common bond,  Turge-
nelf secms to me one of the greatest figures of our
time, and in all ways the most mournful figure.
A friend of mine, while on his travels, wrote e
some years ago from Paris : ¢ The biggest thing [
have seen abroad is Mont Blane, but the greatest
is Turgeneff,” Then he referred to the sober
existence of the man, and how he spoke pathetic-
ally of his own perennial interest in birds and
beasts, and affirmed that except for this he did not
know how he could get on with human life at all.
— February Atlantic.

Now that our universities and colleges are
introducing pedagogics into the curriculum, and
appointing professors of the sovereign ant of in-
struction, any suggestions as to the fit method of
handling such a department are in order. Itis
pretty evident that the mere delivery of a course
of lectures, or an occasional recitation from a text
book, through the year usually devoted to this
study, useful in a sense as this may be, is no fit
outcome of so important an cnterprise. A most
valuable part of such instruction should be a history
of pedagogics, so taught that it woukl leave upon
the mind the distinct impression that teaching is
the highest of all professions and the soul of all
others save itself : that this profession has a great
history in the past, and is developed under peculiar
and most interesting conditions in our own cotntry.
‘The most ditficuit point to manage is the practice
department, which, under ordinary circumstances,
cannot be had in a proper practice-school in a
college.  An expedient which we noticed at the
State University of Missouri impressed us favor-
ably.  After a term of lectures, connected with
the study of a good text-book, the mnembers of the
class spent several months in observation of the
recitation-rooms of the heads of the several depart-
ments of the university, studying carefully the
most successful methods used by the superior in-
structors in every branch which they will be called
to teach. This training is cspccinlly valuable

Contemporary Thought.
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when we remember that college graduates are
often called tothe most difficult postsof instruction,
where they so often fail from absolute lack of
experience, having never even observed the
methods of their own teachers with any view to
fare use.—ANew England fournal of Education.

I should be borne in mind that one is not
dealing with school-boys, but with young wmun
who, if they are as ignorant of biology as school-
boys, have, however, learned other things, and
whose developinent, obtained from studies at
school, so far from making themn better able, has,
in the majority of cases, madce them only the less
fit to take up biological studies, If they have
much to learn, they have also somcthing to un.
learn.  They have been taught to rush at a fact
us a bull rushes at a red rag—/for the purpose of
tossing it away immediately. The position of the
instructor is not an easy onc. He is under con-
stant restraint, as he must not tell the student, but
must, if pessible, make the student tell him, the
structure ofawhat lies before him. e is in the
position of a boxing-master, who might easily
floor his pupil by a single blow, but who must, by
the exertion of great prudence and skill, contrive
to let the pupil hit him. By a judicious series of
questions, suggestions of possibilitics or alterna
tives, the student may be kept in the right track
and yet do all the wosk of advancing toward the
truth himself.  Under no circumstances should an
instructor let a student, who is a Leginner, discover
what his own views arc about a point to be studied.
Although they may be wretched observers of
natural objects, it does not follow that students
are not good judges "of human nature,  Witnout
any instructivn they manage to become adepts in
that direction.  They often hope, by the exercise
of ingenuity in detecting allusions to what they
are studying, in remarks carelessly made by the
instructor, to find out what his pcl. ideas and
theories are.  And where is the instructor who is
not pleased to find hic own favorite opinions
ardently, and, as it seems, independently indorscd
cven by a student 2—From ** Biologizal Teaching
in Colleges,” by Pro¥Essor W, G. FARLOwW, in
Popular Science Monthly for March.

ANOTHER difficalty is the almost universal habit
which students have of using technical or semi-
technical terms which, iu reality, convey to them
no idea whatever. They think they have compre-
hended the thing when they christen it with a
high.sounding name, and they do not stop 10 ask
themsclves whether they understand what the
name means.  The student who called a holeina
cellar-wall a bioplast was quite pleased with his
achievement until he was asked what a bioplast

was. The suggestion that a hole might, without |

any great violence to the English language, be
called a hole, was timely if not pleasing, Evi.
dently, for an cducated man, the ast of calling a
spade a spade is difficult to acquire. Day after
day, one is obliged to ask students to translate
their lingo—I dont know what else to call it—
into English. Frequently they can not. At
lengih they begin to sce that they are only deceiv-
ing themsclves by using words which they do not
compreliend to describe structures which they do
not understand. 1t frequently happens that, afier
a student has described an object under the micro-
scope in what e considers fine scientific language,

l hie admits that he does not understand the structure

of the object at all, but, on making him start over
i again, and describe it in plain English, he finds that
it all comes out clearly enough, [t is evident, for
instance, that, so lung as a student thinks he must
call afl roundt bodies in calls nuelei, he will soon
have such a stock of nuclei on hand that he will
be hopelessly confused, and the malter is not
much improved if, as a last resort, he indiscrimin-
ately calls some of his superfluous nuclei vacuoles
and others bioplasts,  The tendency to use mean-
ingless words is not, by any means, confined to
biological students, but, in a laboratory where onc
is examining something definite, the evil should
cestainly be checked by frequent demands for
English translationsof verbose rubbish. —PROFESS-
ok W. G. Fartow, in Popular Seience Monthly
for March.

' 11 may not generally be known that the alumne
of the more important centses of female higher
education in this country have an organized inter

collegiate association for the promotion of woman’s
education and the study of questions regarding ner
training. ‘This association has justified its exis-
tence, if justification were necessary, by the
inquiries which it has made regarding the health
of those women who have pursued college courses.
The importance of the results thus obtained has
led to their incorporation in the ¢ Current Report
of the Massachusetts Labor Burean.” Tor the
first time the discussion is taken from the a priori
realm of theory on the one hand, and the hap-
hazard estimate of physician and college instructor
on the other,  The returns have the value of all
rood statistics : they not only enable us to come
to some conclusion upon the main point discussed,
but they are so full and varicd that they suggest
and mark the way toward the discussion of a large
number of other hardly less important questions,
‘The ligures, in short, call up as many problems as
they settle, thus fulfilling the firt requisite of
fruitful research.

Putsuing this line, we shalt first state the general
character of the investigation foilowed and con-
clusions reached ; and, secondly, isolate a few
! special problems for more detailed though btief
' treatment.  The result may be summed up in the
words of the report, as follows: *“The female
graduates of our colleges and universities do net
seem to show, as the result of their college studies
and duties, any marked difference n general
health from the average health likely to be report-
+ cd by an equal number of women engaged in other
kinds of work. It is truc that there has been, and
it was to be expected that there wauld be, a cer-
} tain deterioration in health on the part of some of
the graduates.  On the other hand, an almost
identical improvement in health for a like
number was reported, showing very plainly that
] we must look clsewhere for the causes of the
| greater part of this decline in health during college-
‘ life. If we attempt to trace the cause, we find that
; this deterioration is largely duc, not to the require-
; ments of college-life particularly, but to predispos-
i ing causes natural 1o the graduates themselves,
! born in them, as it were, and for which college-

life or ~tudy should not be made responsible.”—
l EFrom ** Health amd Sex in Higher Education,”" by
,JOH.\‘ Dewey, in Popular Science Monthly for

MMarch.




e

Marci 11, 1856.}

- ————— -

N 01288 and |

W call attention to a typographical
blunder in this number. The heading ** Edu.
cational Opinion ” should have been inserted
aver the article ** Professional Supervision ”
on page 1.49.

Arroros of Sir John Lubbock's list of a
hundred books, Mr. Henry Irving says:—
‘* Before a hundred books, commend me
first to the study of two—the Bible and
Shakespeare,” and Mr. H, M. Stanley notes
that in going across Africa the books he kept
till the last were the Bible, * Sartor Resar-
tuy,” Maurie’s “Navigation” and the “Nauti-
cal Almanac.”

Tux: Toronto Teachers’ Association held
a very successful conversazione on Friday
last, Mr. George McMurrich occupied the
chair. Mrs. Caldwell, and Messrs. Schuch and
Sims Richards sang, and Mr.J.\W. Bengough
gave one of his excellent * Chalk Talks.”
‘The audience (a large and appreciative one),
after the conclusion of the entertainment
spent an hour in inspecting the exhibit for
the Colonial Exhibition.

A CORRESPONDENT of the Ilorest Free
Press writes :—Arch. C. Stirrett, teacker in
a school near Watford, was last week fined
for punishing a boy too severely or more
than the law allows. The boy was playing
truant and when the teacher sent another
boy to tell him to come to school he sent
back the rudest of messages, and when he
came back to school again rte( ‘ved the
punishment which caused the suit,

INsPECTOR HUGHES states that the To-
ronto Public Schools’ exhibit to the Colonial
and Indian Exhibition, which promises to
be a large and unusually fine one, will be
ready about the 15th. In accordance with
the anxiety which the Department of Educa-
tion for this Province has shown that the
schools of this city should be worthily repre-
sented at the Colonial, arrangements have
been made to receive the collection on that
date. In consequence of this, Dr. May has
postponed the date of his departure for
England from the 151h to the 20th inst. On
his arrival in London the Superintendent
will be occupied for about a month, with a
large staff of workmen, unpacking and
arranging the educational exhibit. It has
zlready assumed such mammoth propor-
tions that it will with difficulty be displayed
in the aliotted space.—(G/obe.

THE new University College, Y. M. C

Comments.

are holding special meetings, at which Mr. |

‘Studd speaks daily. Mr. Studd is one of
four brothers, three of whom were together
on the Cambridge cricket eleven in 1883,
\While taking a foremost part in every
branch of athletics, they were in the habit of
.conducting prayer meetings in their own
rooms, preaching out of doors nn Sundays,

and teaching in the Sunday school. The
secend brother, Mr. C. T, Studd, considered
the best ali-round cricketer ip England,
lately gave himself and a fortune of $500,000
to the China mission. Refore his leaving
England, mission services were held, and
forty other students were induced to join
him in this noble work. Mr. J. E. K. Studd
has lately been taking a tour through Ameri-
can colleges, and his missions have been in
every case accompanied by great power and
blessing. His arrival here has been delayed
by unavoidable circumstances.

THE Boaré of Examiners on Iriday last
commenced their inspection, at the Normal
School, of the papers from the Schools of
Art and Mechanics’ Institutes, which have
tested the skill of the students during the
past three days. The LExaminers present
are Dr. May, Superintendent, Mr. Jas. Grif-
fith, R. C. A,, representing the London Art
School ; Mr. W. Brymner, R. C. A, of the
Ottawa Art Schaol : Mr. E. B. Shuttieworth,
ARG A, Toronto Art School: and Dr.
Davis, representing the Mechanics' Insti-
tutes. More than seventy packages of exam-
ination papers have arrived and are being
unpacked and arranged by thestafi of clerka.
The ¢examiners commenced work upon the
papers in grade B, The drawings sent in
are divided into three classes in the first
instance :—accepted, doubtful and rejected.
The board of Examiners afterward grade the
accepted papers according to their merit.
‘The doubtful ones are those which, although
well executed, are not sirictly according to
the conditions of the examination papers.
In special cases of merit such papers pass.
The superintendent, Dr. May, acts as arbi-
trator, and critically examines every paper
sent in,

Tue Berlin correspondent of the London
Times lately bad an interview with Leaopold
von Ranke, during which he asked.—
“ And your Excellency can still write with
ease?”  No, my writing days are done, but
I have two secretaries, whom [ keep busily
engaged in reading, looking up authoritics,
making excerpts, and writing from my
dictation. 1have written little or nothing
with my own hand since the appcarance of
my ¢ English History,” and strange to say
some of the works 1 thus dictated have been
better received than others.  Dictation
sometimes enables one to be less fastidious,

and more natural. Of course, I have to be .

very careful with my mode of life. 1 have

never been a smoker, but 1 can always ;

enjoy a glass of good wine, and, thank Ged, ,
my nights are still free from sleeplessness, i
or 1 should never get on at ail. You may ;

think this house of mine "--a second tloor

flat in the Lusien Strasse, with the high

Jevel metropolitan ruilway trains screaming

past—¢ you may think this house of mine
rather 2 humble, ill-suited, and unfashion-
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able abode; but [ have lived in it now for
more thar the last forty years, and cannot
‘ make up my mind to leave it.  One good

thing about it is that the sun can never get
into my working room; and then I have all
around me here about 30,000 volumnes, which
I never could get properly removed and
rearrauged.”

N a brief notice in vur last number of the
gift of the works of wie distinguished Ameri-
can sculptor, Randolph Rogers, to the State
University of Michigan, we allowed a blun-
der to escape us, in transferring the notice
from a contemporary, which we hasten to
correct.  The eminent Danish  sculptor,
‘Thorwaldsen, who claims a rank only second
to Michael Angelo among later European
sculptors, presented replicas of many of his
choicest works, and the whole of his models
and casts, to his native city of Copenhagen.
They are there preserved and exhibited in
the Thorwaldsen muscum, a large, quadran-
gular building, in the central open court of
which the great sculptor lies intombed.
‘This noble gallery of art is a splendid school
of training for the citizens of Copenhagen ;
and has had a most elevating influence on
the general culture and refinement of the
whole community. The corresponding col-
lections of the distinguished Zoglich sculp-
tor, Flaxman, were presented to Universiy
College, London: and are there available
for public study. It is in imitation, no doubt,
of those precedents, that the American
sculptor, Rogers, has now bestowed as a gift
to the university of his native State, the val-
uable contents of his Roman studio.  {t may
j-not perhaps be out of place here to recall
' the fact that J. Thomas, the late distin-

{ guished English sculptor, when first engaged

by the gifted architect, Pugin, to execute
and superintend the sculptures for the new
houses of Parkament at Westminster,
modelled a fine statue of William of Wyke-
. ham, the great patron of learning in the days
of Chaucer. He was famous as the archi-
' tect of his own cathedral of \Vinchester:
and of New College, Oxford, whick he
! founded, as the scat of the new learning,
( which thea superseded the arid philosophy
of the school men. ‘The beautiful statue of
this noble university reformer and patren
of learning of the fourteenth century
passed into the possession of Mr. Arthur
Wickson, a distinguished graduate of the
University of Toronto, by his marriage with
a nicce of the eminent sculptor; and with
. her concurrence it was presented to his own
University, where it now forms & most
beautiful and appropriate adornment of the
. fine library. ‘The day may yet come when
our Provincial University will be asked to
become the custodian of some noble coliec-
tion of the works of a native sculptor, not
ess cminent than that of Thorwaldsen of
Copenhagen,
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Lavotsikr, Sir Humphrey Davy, Berze.
lus and Doersted, successively Jabored in
vain to rcduce this metal from its ores, but
to no purpose, though confident of its exist-
ence as the metallic base of the micas, feld-
spars and clays. \Vohler, after twenty years
of close Jabotratory work, produced the alumi.
nium lead in 1846, and later, Deville,
simultancously with Gerhard in England,
produced the metal in some quantities.

So soon as its manifold qualities had been
learned from experiment it was soon elevated
to the rank of the most uscful of the metals,
but with one defect, its cost of production.
Deville's product sold at $32 per pound
and the present market price is $1.30.
Could aluminium be reduced from its ores
at a cheap price it would insinuate itself into
almost every art, and replace iron to a large
extent. And it is because we arc told that
the COWLES process of producing this metal
and its alloys, chiefly by the aid of electricity,
is to reduce its price per pound to 435 cents,
and so bring it within the possibility of being
uscd forthe innumerable purposes for which
it is easily adaptable, that we enumerate
some of its qualities and characteristics.

The present process is a very lengthy and
laborious one. The COWLES process is
explained to be electrical, the apparatus
used in the manufacture consisting of several
very powerful dynamos, the largest of which
weighs 7,000 pounds, and produces a current
of 1,575 amperes. A metallic circuit, broken
by the interposition of carbon electrodes,
and a mass of pulverized charcoal, hereafter
described, conducts the current of this large
dynamo to the furnace and back. Inserted
into this circuit also is an ampbreineter
which indicates the total strength of the
current being used. Between the ampire-
meter and the] furnace, and forming part of
the circuit, is a Jarge resistance coil of Ger-
man silver immersed in water. The unique
differentiating feature, however, of the ap-
paratus, is the incandescent electrical fur-
nacc for smelting refractory orcs, metals and
compounds. This is a rectangular oblong
box of fire-brick walls, bottom and ends of
which are nine inches thick, the interior
space being five feet long, one foot wide and
one deep. This is closed by a castijron
cover, in which arc two holes for the escape
of gases. At each end of the furnaceis a
hole large enough to admit an electric light
carbon, threc inches in diameter and thirty
inches long. Each of these is connected at
the end, projecting outside the furnace, with
the positive or negative conductor, as the
case may be. Before claying the furnace, it
is first lined, to prevent its destruction by
heat, with finely pulverized charcoal soaked
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in a solution of lime, and then thoroughly
dried, and so much of this is introduced that

a space of only nine inches inside, three fect
long and six inches deep is left in the centre, |
When ;

into which the clectrodes project.
charged, the iron top is put on, the scams
luted, the current turned on and properly
regulated. In about an hour, and after cool-
ing, an oblong crystalline mass of white
metal will be found in the charccal bed.

Bauxite or hydroxide of iron and alumi.
nium is the richest ore of the metal found,
containing fifty per cent. of aluminium and
twenty-five per cent. of iron.  But aluminium
is everywhere to be found. It is the metallic
base of mica, feldspar, slate, and clay, and
forms .9 per cent. of the whole of the com-
position of the earth's crust, being the third
most widely diffused and largely abundant
element known. It is largely contained in
all fertile soils.

The metal is white, like silver, very light,
being only two and one half times heavier
than water, or the same weight as chalk, and
only one-third the weight of iron. It is
malleable, and can be drawn into fine wire,
and hammered into thin leaf. It can be
best worked at a temperature of 100° to 150
cent. The hammered metal has the hard-
ness of soft iron. It fuses at 700° or 600°
fower than iron ; does not oxidise in either
air or water ; conducts electricity eight times
better than iron, and heat somewhat better
than zinc.

It was said by Mur. ]J. A, Price, president
of the Scranton board of trade, in his annual
address of this year, that it was eminently
fitted for all household and cooking utensils.
This is, however, not the case, for the metal
is easily attacked by the weakest organic
acids in the presence of a chloride--such as
common salt.

The alloys of aluminium are numerous,
that with copper (ninety per cent.), forming
a gold-like substance, largely used for cheap
jewellery and statues, and capable of a high
degree of polish. Rifle-barrels and even
rifle.-cannon have been made from this alloy,
and have answered admirably. The metal
itself is chiefly used for physical apparatus,
opera glasses, and other articles where light-
ness and durability are both desired. Its
tensible strength is something wonderful,
being 100,000 pounds to the squareinch.

If aluminium can be prepared on a cheap
scale, we can have bridges lighter than
wood, ocean-going vessels of double the
present tonnage and much fleeter, furnituve,
railway sleepers, telegraph wires, and thou-
sands of other things that the mind can easily
conjure up, made of it, and ponderous iron
which at present holds the artificial world in
its grasp will have to release its hold in favor
of its lighter and less corrodible, though
quite as tenacious, brother element.

G. G. S. LINDSEY.

(Numbter 62,

A VISIT TO WALT WHITMWAN.
REV. K. R NAwWeSS,

1 1an always intended to visit Walt \Whit.
man should | ever get the chance. The
chance came to me a month ago (December)
at Philadelphia. He lives at Camden, a
town just across the ferry. I had never
shared in the general vituperation which
greeted ** Leaves of Grass ” when it appeared
in an English dress, under the auspices of
Dante Gabriel Rossetti, much as there was
repulsive even in that expurgated edition.
There seemed to me flashes of genius and
clear insight which no age, least of all our
own, can aflord to despise. The man win
wrote ** Whispers of Heavenly Death ¥ could
not be a mcre licentious charlatan. The
revolt of Whitman against rhyme is like the
revolt of Wagner against sterzotyped melody,
ars in his way he seemed to me to be in
search of a freer and more adequate method
for conveying the intimate and rapid interior
changes of the soul. Over and above this
Whitman's wild stanzas, with their lists ot
carpenters’ tools and ‘* barbaric yawps,”
their delight in the smoke and roar of citiss,
&s well as the solitudes of woods and the
silence of mountains and seas of prairies—
seemed to me to breathe something distinc-
tive, nationzl, American---with all his confu-
sion of mind. I could hardly read his superh
prosc description of the Federal battlefields

! —and those matchless pages on tac assassi-

nation of President Lincoln (of which he was
an eye-witness), without feeling that Whit-
man was no figure-head —one more monkey,
in fact—but a large and living soul, with a
certain width of aboriginal sympathy, too
rare in these days of jejune thought and pal.
sied heart.

In Camden the old man lives quietly and
inoffensively. The people like him—he has
survived calumny and abuse. The gentle.
ness and case of his disposition has endeared
him to all who come habitually in contact
with him; but he seeks no one, is in failing
health, and lives poorly, but not uncomforta.
bly. His friends and admirers have lately
presented him with a horse and carriage,
and what is better, the wherewithal to keep
it, Beforc that, almost the only exercise
and amusenient of his failing years consisted
in going to and fro cn the crowded boats
over the wide ferry between Camden and
Phitadelphia, looking at the people, and
chatting, especially with the common men
and little children. On the whole, he seems
to think Nature less spoiled and sophisti-
cated there than elsewhere. We found him,
late in the afternoon, just come in from his
drive—a rather infirm but fine-looking old
man, with a long, venerable white beard, a
high, thoughtful forehead, and a great sim-
plicity of manner and a total absence of
posing. He received us with ease and even
grace, and one almost forgot that he was
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himselfl only a poor peasant—a soldier in
the great war, and after that a ceaseless
worker in the army hospitals, and not good
for much else in most people’s eyes. Emer-
son and the Concord and Cambridge folk
had some hopes of him at one time, but
they ended by looking askance at him; he
was clearly out of their orbit—out of every
one's orbit but his own, In that content—
\uite unsoured by abuse—plain in life—with
awide, shrewd look at the woild, and agreat
fund of what Confucius called * humanity,”
Walt sat in his arm-chair by the lamplight,
looking a good deal older than he is, for he
is only sixty-six. ** Tell me,” he said, “*about
Browning. 1 have had kind words from
Tennyson and many of your people, but
Browning does not take to me. Tell me
about Gladstone. What will become of you
all?  You are hurrying on, on, but to what
kind of a democracy are you hurrying ? ”
He seemed more anbxious to hear than to
speak ; he made us talk to him. Once or
twice he alluded to Emerson. “ | saw him
quite in the last days when his memory was
gone,” he said. * \Was not that painful?”
I asked. “No,no!" he said, with a glow
in his eyes, and leaning forward in his chair.
‘It seemed to me just right ; it was natural :
Nature slowly claiming back her own—the
clements she had lent—he did not seem to
feel it painful. | did not; it was all as it
should be—harmony, not discord. As he
lived, so he died”—then more slowly, and
the old habit of thinking in pictures coming
back to him, “ like a fine old apple-tree going
slowly to decay—noble work done, getting

ready for rest, or,” and he paused and.

seemed to be thinking of days long past—
“like a sunset.” But 1 soon found there
was not much to gather from the aftermath
of Walt Whitman. He, too, seemed to be
going slowly the way of the old apple-tree.
His brain went very leisurely—with only an
occasional flash. He gave us one more
image, 1 thought a powerful one. 1 was
alluding 10 the unknown, immeasurable
public which seemed to engulf immense
cheap editions of books. * Who buys, who
reads these tracts, tales, poems, sermons,
which circulate in millions, and which we
should never care to open?”  “ You forget,”
said Walt, “there is a sea below the sea.
We are but on the susface.” It would have
been difficult to hit upon a more graphic
image, or one more nicely to the point. I
think Walt, as he likes to be called, was
tired, not very communicative, at all events
—or perhaps we had not the power of draw-
ing him out. He was, however, very gentle
and courteous to the ladies, -and before we.
left gave us two pamphlets, one containing a
few poems, and another in prose. He wrote
his name in each, and, as he seemed to be
suffering’physically from rheumatism, I rose
to go. We left with & pleasant, genial feel-
ing of having been conversing with an

!
agreeable and thoughtful old man, bLut

scarcely with the \Walt Whitman whose
name has been for thirty years notorious .
rather than famous throughout, the civilized ,
world, and whose works have been freely ;
extolled, execrated, and ridiculed, but pro-

bably little boughit and less read.—7%e Pall |
Mall Gazelte.

PROFESSIONAL SUPERVISION.

A SUPBRINTENDENT in the West has u |
rather characteristic way of exercising criti-
cism upon the work of his teachers. lHe
visits & schoolroom, sits down in an unfre- |
quented corner and careflully observes what
is going on. \When he leaves he makes a
pleasant remark to the teacher, and, if the
occasion seems to call for it, also to the
pupils. Then he retires to his office and
fills out a blank like the one attached below,
keeps this on record, and sends an exact
copy to the teacher—in closed envelope, of
course. She therc has it, black on white,
what he thinks of her work, of her manner
of teaching and managing. If she takes
exception to any of the superintendent’s re-
marks, she meets him at his office, and then
and there the superintendent holds a “teach-
er's meeting” (a private one)—that is to
say, makes her understand what her ss-
takes are by applying the test of principles.

I full well understand that this method of
criticising can be perverted into the most
unpleasant fault-finding, just as every other
good method can be misapplied. The meth-
od is all right ; itis only the manner of apply-
ing it which may or may not make the thing
successful. If the teachers know that their
superior officer sneans well, that he is kind-
hearted, and intends this for their own acd-
vantage, as well as for that of the schools,
they will receive this written criticism
in the spirit in which it is offered. Not
that he answers every query found be-
low as’often as he makes a vist. No; some-
times he finds it desirable to call the
teacher's attention to a very weak spot in
her management or mode of teaching, and
therefore dwells on this point, leaving the
other questions blank.

A teacher gets, in the course of a year,
about a dozen of these blanks, partly or en-
tirely filled out by the superintendent, and
cap mark pretty accurately whether she is
gaining in skill of teaching and managing or
not. The questions attached below are not
the same as last year. He changes them
from time to time, introducing a new feature
now and then, dropping other points which
have found their way into the comprehen-
sion of his corps of teachers, ¢ with the im-
pressibility of truth,” as Friend Hailmann
says.

1 offer these questions to you for publica-
tion, Mr. Editor ; they sesmed to me in the

highest degree suggestive.  Though you
may readily guess who the superintendent
in question iy, please do not publish lis
name. He is a modest man, and might feel
embarrassed if he sees his name in print.
CrariBeL D.

COPY OF 'THE BLANK,

o Wand, . Grade,. .. Teacher.
Ubsernations made by the Sufierintendent
188

t. Did the teacher possess the Ansiers.
undivided attention of h-—
pupils ?

2. Was h——— instruclion inter-
esting cnough to sccure at
tention ?

3. Was it objective ? did ——ilus-
trate it sufliciently ?

4. Were the teacher’s statenients
unquestionable ?

5. Did they follow cach other in
logical order ?

6. Was the instruction clear and
comprehensible to all?

+. Had it practical bearings upon
actual conditions of life ?

$. Did it seem to promise lasting

rvesults ?

9. Was the pupil's self-activity

called into play ?

10. \Was the teacher’s manner of

questioning correct ?

11, Did — show proper regard

to the pupil's individuality ?

Was the object of the lesson

secured by practical applica-

tion.

Did the teacher seem to have

consulted the course of study?

Did —— seem to have pre-

pared h—self for the lesson?

15. Did —— aid the pupils in the
development of new ideas?

. Did —— guide the children
in discovering their errors?
17. Did the pupils speak in com-

plete sentences ?

. Did it seem as if the teacher
asked the brighter pupils
only ?

. Was the teacher too talkative?

. Were mistakes in pronuncia-

tion and emphasisleft uncor-

rected ?

Did the teacher always ad-

dress h—— questions to the

whole class ?

. Did ——indulge in repeating

the pupil's answer?

Did —— say or do anything

which the pupils might have

said or done themselves?

. Was the teacher’s writing on
the board commendable ?

235. Did the class seem to make

progress in their studies?

12,

13.

4.
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In what branch of study dic!
the class seem to he weak?
Was order maintained by
harsh treatment?

Did the teacher watch
class steadily 7

Did ——- change h—— posi-
tion unnecessarily ?

the

3o. Did —— ignore faults and
irregularities ?
31. Was the class quiet?  Dili-

gent? .

How was the order in coming

and going and handling books

and utensils ¥

. Was theteacher just in prais-

ing?  Reprimanding ¢

Was - consistent

~—— actions ?

35 Did -~ practise sclf-com-
mand ?

3. What was the condition of the
atmosphere? ‘Temperature s

Remarks :

in all

New England Journal of Fiducation,

A REMEDIABLE FAULZ.

| THE foliowing paragraphs from 7he Cur-
sent are not wholly inapplicable to this
country. |

A teacher who has lately been travelling
through the country was forcibly impressed

with the need of calling the attention of
teachers and school officers to the condition
of country school-liouses and grounds. The !
latter in most cases arc the very picture of !

desolation. ‘Treeless, fence impaired, gate
hanging on one hinge, last year’s weeds teli-
ing the story of carelessness, when not
trodden down, house open underneath and
in every way less cared for than a thrifty
farmer’s barnyard. Now enter the simple
room. The furniture consisting of a couple
dozen box seats, in which the children are
almost hidden from view, are arranged
without order or system. Angular, straight-
backed ard seeming better calculated to
punish criminals in, rather than comfortable
seating for school children, a single broken
chair (how happens it that that chair is
always broken ?) a single box-desk perform-
ing the office of a teacher’stable, a broom, a
poker, and a half-bottomless coal scuttle,
sifting its contents on the floor, constitute
the furnishing of the room. Now look about
you, ‘The plastering has fallen ofl’ in patches
and has been so blotched and daubed over
that it is bard to distinguish the original
from the patches. The stove is as innocent
of blacking as a pile of old iron, and the
crooked stovepipe scems hanging overhead
like Damocles’ sword by a hair; two win-
dow lights are supplied by shingles, a third
by a sheet of foolscap paper, and others open
or stuffed with rags.

THE EDU

1f boy culture was half as well understood
as pig culture, or was deemed half as profit-
able, the schoolrooms and premises would
be the most attractive places to be found in
the village or community. Send a boy to
such a school, taught by a new teacher every
term, let him return each evening to a book-
less fireside, where he hears of nothing but
corn and cattle, and where no pains are
taken ta furnish him with innocent amuse-
ments, and then wonder why he seeks the
city as soon as he can cut the proverbial
apron.strings

One great 1eform is demanded.

I'armers can casily understand the advan-
tage of keeping the same hired help from
season to season. \Why does not the same
common sense guide them in the employ-
ment of teachers? 7There is scarcely a
school district to be found that is not able
to employ a man or woman for cight months
in the year. ‘Then let them find the right
one, let himi make his home in the district,
and be made to feel that his work is
a permanent one, by paying him living
wages and by assisting him, and offering the
" needed encouragement, and give him to

understand that a part of his work is to keep
. the premises in an attractive condition, and
furnish him the nceded assistance in per-
1 forming his duty.

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
OF GIRLS.

WHILE a great deal of attention has of late
been directed to the technical, scientific, and
*secondary education of young men and boys,
it must be admitted that the right of young
women and girls to parallel consideration
has been in a great measure overlooked.
They have, no doubt, had their spokesmen,
but educational experts have in the main
devoted thewmselves rather to the general
subjects above mentioned than to the special
claims of young women, As a matter of fact
and principle, there is a more urgent necces-
sity for reform direcied towards extension of
female than of male education. The school

assertion is made without drawing any dis-
tinction between public and private schools.
It is lacking in the practical element, a more
liberal infusion of which into the educatign
of boys is being demand=d with more or less
urgency all over the world. No more than
boys ought girls to be treated asif they were
all turned out of one mould. They differ as
widely in ability as in position or circum-
stances, and yet the existing system knows
no distinction. It concedes nothing to
natural endowment, special gift, or to the
intermingling in unknown but ascertainable
proportions of tastes. Onc girl may have a
predilection, so strong as to be called a
genius, for art; another may be drawn

!
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towards pursuits of a purely intellectual
order; a third may bave a decided leaning
towards mechanical occupations ; a fourth
towards thosz cf a mixed character. ‘T'o put
the case more broadly, one may have a talent
for studies and pursuits chiefly involving
thought; another may have a talent for
those of a more mechanical nature. The
distinction is quite 1 conimon one between
the studious and the active child—Ubetween
the one who thinks and the other who makes
or does something—between intellectual and
executive ability. It receives, however, no
practical recognition in the education of
girls, In a parallel mariner it may be said
that no distinction is drawn between the
circumstances of pupils. ‘Those may not be
individually inquired into, but what we wish
to point out is that the introduction into the
school curriculum of one or more practical,
pre-eminently ‘ useful ” branches might
bring desirable accomplishments witkin
reach of one class, while to another class it
might be the means of securing domestic
comfort, efficiency, and of filling an allotted
place in the family sphere, or even of earn
ing a livelihood.

We are, accordingly, glad that a woman
has, in a decidedly vigorous manner, invited
general attention to what she deems anerror
in the present educational Code. The lady’s
opening allegation is startling. * The Bri-
tish taxpayer,” she says, * is heavily mulcted
for that which profits no one, while t e future
wothers and housewives of England leave
school, where their best and brightest years
are spent, with a smattering of useless know-
ledge, to be immediately forgotten.”” Uncom-
promising language of such a quality at once
betrays the extremust, but since that lady is
at one end of the ¢ducational scale and the
framers of the Code are at the other, it is obvi-
ous that a hearty pull upon her part is neces-
sary to bring them back to the golden mean.
Her complaint is that no girls’ school may
aspire to devote itself to very good needle-
work unless it first studies English, and the

education of girls is too restricted, and this )

question follows quite naturally—Is that a
“rational disposal of the money of the
British taxpayer 27 Grammar holds preze-
dence of needlework, while, in the lady's
view, although the three R’s may be use-
ful to a girl, she is doomed to certain
misery without a good knowledge of
needlework. The truth of this proposi-
tion is illustrated by a series of pictures,
which would be amusing were they drawn
with less seriousness, vigor, and carnestness,
There are a lad with a hole in his jacket,
three youngsters at school always in need of
> mendiug,” a little urchin amusing himself
by enlarging with a burning stick a hole in
his frock, and an infant kicking his woven
boots to pieces. The mother bas time for
little but needlework, urged by constant and

imperious necessity to *‘ stitch, stitch, stitch.”
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She looks for aid to her eldest girt, who is at ! position corresponding with that assigned to

school, Docs she get it? No. The girl technical education in those of a lad.  There
can speak of Shakespeare and the musical ! is more reison to attend to a girl's equip-
glasses. She is studying analysis and sing- . ment with practical knowledge than a boy's.
There is not one argument which has been
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ulways scolding, and he, of course, follows
their example.  lie comes to school, and
tinds that he has not been cross for a whole
day (the teacher’s good nature prevented
him, although he does not recognize this).

ing, but four hours per week at needle.

work do not prepare her clumsy fingeis £
taking a proper share of the dom:suic cut-
ting, making, and mending. Put Lindley
Murray himself in that cottage home, and of
what avail would his knowledge of grammar
be in presence of a dilapidated pair of infant's
boots? The case is one of a smattering of
grammar wversus good domestic habits, 1
we do not abolish the predicate, the posses-
sive pronoun, and the conjunction, and put
needlework before grammar, the conse-
quences will be dire. ‘¢ To that eldest girl,’
says the lady, * shall come a stern awaken-

ing. At 13 or 16 cither she will be such a ;

slut as we often sce slinking about our
streets, oi half her scanty wages, which
should be saved for parents or old uge, willgo
towards paying for cutting out and making her
clothss (inending will probably get the go-
by), or she will live in a constant muddle.”

We are at onc with the Jady upon the
fundamental point of her argument, that the
more efficient teaching of needlework will fill
the existing hiatus in the system of girl's
elementary education. It would give the
present curriculum precisely that practical
turn of which it admittedly stands in need.
Where we differ from this lady is in her
depreciation of the purely intellectual as
distinguished from the practical branches of
knowledge  She does not fairly discrimi-
nate between the cultivation of intelligence
by means of school attendance—that is,
education in its real sense—and the mere
acquisition of knowledge, the value ot which
must needs depend upon the recipient’s cir-
cumstancesin life. If girV’s schools are to
be made primarily sewing schools, there can
be no reason based upon ostensible principle
why they should not also be made training
schools in telegraphy, shorthand, or any
other occupatior by which girls may carn a
living. The elementary school is an intel-
lectual, not a practical or technical, training-
school. Its double aim is the develcpment
of the mental faculties and the diffusion of
certain kinds of knowledge universally use.
ful. We therefore favor modification, not
revolution.  We would willingly accord
necdlework a favored position, but not alead-
ing position. There is nothing to prevent its
being universally taught, as it is now occas-
sionally taught, on asystem paralle! with the
rising succession of standards. A graduate
of the highest standard would be ready to

advanced in favor of .echnical education for e is surpnsed.  Day after day, when at
young men which may not be applied with  school, heis under go.d intluence; he be-
fourfold force to the corresponding education  comes accustomed to the spint of cheerful-
of young women. \Why should we put arms  ness, and carries it home with him. In this
in the hands of the strong, and send the ' case the teacher's influence s greater than
wenk defenceless into the world 2 The fol- ' that of home.

lowing is Lady Harberton's language, and The pupil does not hke his sll-natured
we endorse every word of it :—*1f parents ! teacher. When he makes a mistake, she
cannot afford to give their daughters enough | becomes sarcastic, humiliates tmm becore
to live upon, they surely ought to feel as | his schoolmates, and overwhelms him with
ashamed of bringing them up without an ; a sense of shame, A fecling of antagonism
occupation by which they may gain a liveli- | arises against the teacher, and he never likes
hood, as they would feel at pursuing such a | her afterward. With such 2t veacher, school
course with their sons.” As a qualification ! life is unpleasant, and we cannot blame
for efliciently filling a place cither in the | the children for disliking to go to scheol.
domestic circle or in the world we know of Itis very rare indeed to find a pupil who
nothing more valuable to a woman—no | goes not like his good-natured teacher.
matter what rank—than a knowledge of | Such a teacher, when the scholar makes a

; ncedlework and dressmaking in their widest | mistake, pauses it over pleasantly and allows

!
}

§

, of which may remain with the child for life.

scope.—Glasgow News. him time to correct it. She praises the

pupils when praise is merited, and encour-
ages them to do better. With her school
life is pleasant, and most of the children
like it. In these two instances we can
readily see the difference in moral instruc.
tion. It is not necessary to tell which is
better. That is evident to all.

Is not good nature, then, necessary in the
school-toom?  Ought not all to possess this
virtue > If we do not now possess it, it may
be cultivated. Good nawure may be acquired
like any other virtue. Some onc says; ¢ If

The teacher has great influence over her | YOU ar¢ about 1o say anything cross or dis
pupils, and she shouid be very careful as to agreeable, stop for a moment and se¢
what sort of an influence she exerts. If she | WPether you cannot say .the same thing
is constantly scolding, she exerts a bad n- pleasantly. It may be difficult to check
fluence over the scholars. They have a bad | YOusell at first, but the effort \vnlfbe so
example set before them, and thig they will § promptly re\\'ardcd. by the Sm'lc? of those
follow. Children always foliow example arcund, that you will bs encour.agl.d. to per
rather than precept. The moral character | severe. .\.Iorcover, the praf:tnccl "S .";"0‘
of the pupil should not be neglected for the active. \ou cannot tall\“ cheerful )bmt hout
development of the intellect. The teacher | soen fecling cheerful. ch}em l;r the
should always bear in mind her duty with | S1¥ of the Quaker who put himselfinto a

regard to the moral instruction of the chil- | passion by swearing at the ban‘ns.tcrs:. We
dren. When she has, by beng ill-natured | €37 become good.natured by cultivating the

herself, influenced her pupils in the same habit of pleasant speaking.—\ew England
direction, she has made a great mistake in | J0%71al of Education.
her moral instruction—a mistake tie effects e

GOOD NATURE IN THE
SCHOOL-ROOM.

GooD nature is the disposition to please
and be pleased. Such a disposition is es-
pecially necessary to a good teacher, 1t is
indispensable to the good management of a
school. It is the oil which makes the
machinery of school move smoothly ; when
it is Jacking, the machinery moves with
great friction, making harsh, discordant
vounds which grate upon the ear.

It was recently stated in an English court,

The good-natured teacher, on the other | in support of the theory that education does
hand, exerts a beneficial influence over both | not duminish crime, that of sixty-five crimi-
scholars and icssons. She cultivates in | nals before the court fifiy-eight had received
them the habit of good nature, and thus de- | some education, twenty-three could read and
velops their moral character in the right | write perfectly, and only seven could neither
direction. The effects of this may also be | read nor write. [t was also shown that

attack the more abstruse problems of cutting, | felt for life. 1 do not mean to say that if the | whereas in 1870 of the children sent to re-
fitting, draping—in a word of dressmaking— |

according to the canons of taste and the
neglected laws of physiology. We would
thus place 2 knowledge of dressmaking and
needlework in the education of a girl in a

teacher is good-natured none of the pupils | formatory schools 51 per cent, of the boys
will be ill-natured, but I do say that all will | and 46 per cent. of the girls could ncither
be the better for it. read nor write; in 1884 only 22 per cent. of

Perhaps the child has a bad example set | the boys and 33 per cent. of the girls were so
before him at home. His parents are ! illiterate.
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THE AMALGAMATION OF EXAM-
INATIONS.

SoME time ago we commented favorably
upon a proposed scheme for the amalga-
mation of the examinations for matricuia-
tion into the University on the one hand,
and those for third, second, and first class
teachers’ certificates on the other. The
proposition was, that these two sets of
examinations should be held contempo-
rancously at local centres ; that the papers
in certain subjects (those regarded as most
essential to public school teachers) should
be prepared and read by examiners ap-
pointed by the Education Department ;
and that the papers in the remaining sub-
jects (in the languages and sciences)
should be prepared and read by exam-
iners appointed by the Senate of the Uni-
versity.

The scheme outlines! in our article of
January 21, is, we believe, thoroughly
vracticable.  1f we are correctly informed,
however, the University Senate have been
considering the matter ; but certain objec-
tions, which we confess do not seem to us
insuperable, have stood in the way of
their adopting it, and so it has been
rejec:d.

Let that pass.  What is of more zonse-
quence is, that the Scnate, as we now
learn, have been considering another
plan of amualgamation, and have all but
adopted it ; and one, too, which, if not in
every way desirable, is yet worthy of the
strong approval of all those who wish
to see our educational system simplified.

In accordance with the new statutes
respecting local examinations, candidates
at any local centre, whether male or
female, may write upon all the subjects of
university matriculation, or upon a part of
them ; if successful in all they will, upon
Fayment of the necessary fee, be entitied
to rank as full matriculated students.
They may also compete for honors ; and
if successful, honor certificates will be
awarded them. They may not, however,
compete for scholarships ; since the con-
ditions under which competitors at a hun-
dred local centres would write, could never
be precisely identical. In all
respects candidates writing at the local
centres will be placed upon exactly the
same footing as those who write in
‘Toronto.

other

]

ﬁ
|

It is now proposed that these local mat-
riculation examinations shall be held
contemporancously with the departmental
examinations, and at the sume places ; but
that the University authorities shall pre.
pare their own papers and entrust them to
the Education Department for transmis-
sion to the different local centres ; that the
presiding examiners appointed by the Edu-
cation Department shall be responsibie for
the joint examination, that all answers
shall be returned to the Education Depart-
ment ; and that then the University exam-
iners shall read and evaluate the answers
of candidates for mutriculation, and the
Departient  examiners do the same for
candidates for teachers’ certificates.  And
furthermore, it is proposed that the Senate
of th2 University shall accept for junior
matriculation, pro fants, the standing of
those who have passed for either first or
sec nd class certificates ; and that success-
(ul candidates for matiiculation shall be
entitled to receive credit in their second-
class examination for their standing in
Latin, French and German, as obtained
of the University,

The result of this excellent scheme will
be that a candidate who may desire to
pass both the exammination for matriculation
and that for a second-class certificate will
take the Latin, French, and German of
the University examination, and the
remaining subjects of the second-class
examination ; should he succeed in all he
will be entitled both to his matriculation
standing and o a non-professional
second-class certificate.

Again many teachers who have already
secured, and very many who will hereafter
secure, second-class certificates, will cer-
tainly avail themselves of the privilege by
which their standing, previously obtained,
in English, history, and mathematics, will
be acceptable to the Senate, and vl press
forward to matriculation—the linguages
alone being all in addition that will be
required of them.

It is evident that'this arrangement, one
which undoubtedly will greatly benefit the
University of Toronto, is equally available
to other universities; and there is no
doubt but that all the other universities
will take advantage of it.  If now, further-
more, a common n:atriculation for all the
universitics be agreed upon, and a joint
examining syndicate, representative of all
the universities, be established, then in
reality we shall be taking no small step

towards university confederation, a scheme
of which we have heard much, but as yet
seen little. -+

L J
" OUR EXCHANGES.
Chantanguan Young Folks for March has its
usunl entertaining  and  instructive repertoire.
(Boston : D. Lothtop & Co.)

Tur editorial columns of the last number of the
Publishers' Weekly are chietly devoted to the sub-
ject of international copyright. It contains the
usual List of the names of latest publications.

Babdyland for March is bright with rhymes and
tales and pictures for the lintle folks. ** Three
‘Thitsty Thistles ” is a little classic. (Boston: D,
Lothrop & Co.)

Hall's Journal of Health for February is as
varied as ever, The following are some of the
topics treated : ** An Argument for Temperance,”
‘¢ Diseases that Kill the Most People,” * For
Melancholin,” ¢ The Poison in Checse,” ¢ Tea as
a Beverage,” ¢ Painless Touth Exiraction,”
¢ Beer,” ** Winter Clothing,” ** Never Surrender,”
“ Pre-Natal Education,” ** What Will Cure a
Cough2”

Wide-Azwake for March opens with a beautiful
frontispiece, ** Under the Llectric Light.” Other
noteworthy engravings are Has<am's illustrations
of the **Tenement House Fire,” and Sandham’s
¢t Light of the Biscayne.”  IWide-Awake improves
month by month more rapidly than any other
petiodical we Lnow of. and this March number is
full of attractions. Its litcrary merits are of the
highest order. Among the contributors now writ-
ing are Elizabeth Stewart Phelps, Mrs, Harriet
Prescott Spofford, Miss Rose G, Kingsley, daughter
of the late Canon Kingsly, Lieut. Schwatka, and
Edgar Fawcett (Boston : D. Lothrop & Co.)

AMan, a Fopular Journal of Public and Individual
Health, and Mental and Physical Culture,  Edited
by Edward DPlayter, M.D., assisted by an able
staff of contributors. 8o runs the title-page of the
latest competitor for the patronage of the Canadian
reading public. It is in reality the successor of the
‘¢ Sanitaty Journal” published trsc in Toronto,
afterwards in Ottawa. The March number con-
tains many cxcellent articles — two especially
deserve mention—Dr. Scadding’s *¢ Theiapeutics
and Divinity,” whichremindsus cf the most interest-
ing chapters of French, -.nd the ** Sket<h of Dr.
Bergin,” who was Surgcon-General to the North-
Waest eapeditionary force.

THE Magazine of Ar¢ for March does not diffex
in any peculiarity from its predecessors, It 1s
always excellent.  The frontispiece for this month
is an ink-photo of the postrait of Miss Farten by
the celebrated Lawrence, engraved by Bartolozzi.
“The Tiber: Ostia to Bagnorea,” is well illus-
trated with six engravings. A thoughtfully writ-
ten article on **The Institute” follows. J. H.
Pollen writes on ** Chests and Cabinets,” giving
evidence of much knowledge of ancient and old-
fashioned articles of this description, ‘*An
¢ Atelicr des Dames’ ™ gives an amusing picture
of women-artists abroad.  ** The Society of British
Artists,” ¢ Art in Persia,” ‘At in Australis,”
together with the customary ““Chronicle of Ant”
complete this number. ’
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Pro¥rssor James Brvce has for some years
been engaged on a *¢ Life of Justinian.”  Uis lab-
ors have been very much interfered with by his
political engagements, but he has ne intention of
abandoning his enterprise.  Mr. Bryce will give a
fuller account of the great General Belisarius than
anythat has yet appeared, and will b able tothrow
{resh and more favorable light on the marriage of
Justinian to the famous or infamous Theodora,

The Academy ; a Journal of Secondary Educa-
tion, Issucd monthly under the auvspices of the
Associated Academic Principals of the State of
New York. We welcome this new journalistic
enterprise and wish it abundant success. The
educational petiodicals ol the State of New York,
in so far as we know of them, at auy rate, can
scarcely be said to have entered the field of second.
ary cducation. They have concerned themselves
with very clementary work indeed. The new
editor begins his work rather too timidly, we should
say, but his opening number is excellent, Weare
glad to take notice that he combats the proposcd
political control of the secondary schools of the
State.  We trust he may be successful in resisting
the attempt to destroy the efficiency of the Board
4f Regents,

BOOKS RECE/VED.

The distory of Pedagogy. By Gabriel Compayré,
Deputy, Doctor of Lettess, and Professor in
the Normal School of Fontenay-aux-Roses.
Translated, with an Introdnction, Notes, and
an Index, by W. H. Payne, A.M., Professor
of the Science and the Art of Teaching in the
University of Michigan. Boston: D, C,
Heath & Co, 1886. 59z pp. $1.75.

Lourteenth Annual Report of the Public Schools o
the Provimce of British Columbia, 1884-S3,
By the Superintendent of Education.

2 L1

REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS

Zhe School Room Chorus. A Collection of Two
Hundred Songs for Public and Private
Schools. Compiled by E, V., De Graff, A. M.,
Conductor of Teachers’ Institutes, Seventh
Edition, enlarged, Sveacuse: C, W. Bar-

deen. 147 pp. 3§ cents.

The pages of this book are smaller than those of
the one mentioned above, and the type smaller;
but the paper, printing, and binding are all very
good. The music 1s very bright, and very varied
in its character. There are many old favorites in
the collection, and the whole is admirably suited
to pupils of such ages as we have in our public
schools. We should add that not all the pieces
are arranged with four parts though the majority
are, and there are thirty pages of familiar devo-
tional songs at the end of the book.—Com.

New Silver Carols. A Collection of New Music
for Public Schools. By J. H. Leslie and W,
A. Ogden, Consisting of Glees, Quartets,
Duets, Rounds, Solos, Songs with Choruses,
Marches, etc. Also a concise and practical
tudimental department.  Toledo: W. W,
Whitney. Boards. 192 pp. 30 cents.
This book is very faitly described by its title.
Thoughofthe ““rudimental department,” we should
like to say, unless the teacher is able to expand it

beyond recogniticn, it is of no carthly use, except
that it aff ds a very good instance of the most
itrational and utterly unpedagogical way in which
music is generally taught or rather attgmpted to be
taught to children,  There is very little of it, how-
cver, and the bulk of the book is taken up with
piecus which are very suitable to the school room:
These are written in fous parts.  As they are copy-
righted they will be new to many of our readers.
The music and wotds are very plainly pnnted, and
the hook is strongly bouml. We reconnacnd the
‘carols' to those who desire to obtain suitable
music for use in the school taom, —Com,

A Manual of Teaching, ‘The Practical Teacher.
Vol. VIIL. 1884to 1885. Francis W, Parker.,
New York and Chicago: E. L. Kellogg &
Co, 188 oclavo pp., cloth. I'rice $1.45.

Francis \V, Parker, some of our readers may be
unaware of the fact, is the Colonel Parker so well
known to many of the educators of the youth of
America. e writes in this volume on a variety
of topics: ** Beginnings,” ** Reading,” ** Lan-
guage,” “Numberand Arithmetic,” “Geography,”’
“ History,” ** Isychology,” *¢ Pedagogics,” ** Elo-
cution.” In addition to all that Col. Parker has
written, there are contributed articles on *¢ How
to Teach Language to Young Pupils,” ** Develop
ment in Fractions,” ¢ ldeas before \Words in
Teaching Arithmetic,” all of ** A Visit to Gennan
Sci. sols by Joseph Payne,” ** Busy Work,” *¢ De-
scription of a Reading Lesson,” ** How to Teach
Structural Geography,” * Supplementary Read-
ing,” ** Figures in Arithinetic,” ** Paper-Folding,"
“ From Scrip-to Print,” * Hand and Eye Teach-
ing,” **Dictation Exercises,” *‘* Examinations,”
etc, ete. A Manual of Teaching” is a hand-
some and durable voiu.. e.

School Management. Fifth Edition. By Amos
M. Kellogg, A.M., Editor of the School
Journaland Zeachers' Institute. Cloth, 16mo,
Price, 75 cents,

This is an unpretentious volume of one hundred
and twenty-eight pages, and is devoted to consid-
ering the problem of school management. The
writer believes that the way to manage a schoal
consists in rendering the pupil manageable —a pro-
cess of civdlizing, and cultivating, and refining.
In the words of President Thomas Hunter, of the
N. Y. City Normal College; ** The author, an
earnest and successful teacher, draws from a larg+
and varied experience; he has endeavored to
avoid all pretension, and make the work as clear,
simple, and practicalas possible ; has not forgotten
that good principles ave much better than extensive
acquirements ; he has proved it essential that the
teacher should himself be a man and a gentlerian
hefure he can train his pupils to be such ; he incul-
cates a broad humanity for the school room--a
development of the forces lying within, rather than
a repression of them, as the true foundation of
school management,”

‘The author presents his ideas in the objective
iethod ; visits a well-governed school and shows
what mode of operation prevails 3 the spirit of the
teacher ; the general plan by which the will of the
pupils is subjected to that of the teacher, ctc.
Suggestions are made that cannot iail to be service-
able to teachers in all grades of schools,

THE next number of the Znglisk Hiustrated will
contain an asticle on fox-hunting, ‘Aritten and illus.
trated by the late Mr. Randolph Caldecott.

A fao simile of Shakespeare's wili has been pre-
pared by Messrs, Casseil & Co, for issue with Yant
L of their ** Quarto Dlustrated Shakesprare,”

Jusux McCartuy, M.P,, has just begun to
contribute a series of asticles on the Lrish guestion
to the fmdependent, of which paper hie wasan editor
in 1868 70.

Mussks, Macsinian & Co, have just issued a
volume by Prof, Blackie, which will be of much
interest to teachers.  lts title is, * What Does
History Teach 2"

W. 5. ROCKSTRO's great work ““ A llistoty of
Music,” has just been published in London, and
will be brought out at once in this country by
Messes. Seribner & Welford,

Murssks,  Jansen, McCLugre & (o, have
secently issued an Awmerican edition of Mr, George
Saintstbury's ** Specimens of English Prose Style.”
‘They also publish ** Letters to & Daughter,” by
Mrs. Helen E. Starrett,

A, C. ARMSTRONG & SoN publish this wech
Dr. McCosh's paper on ** Religion in a College--
What Place 1t Should Have " ; also a new volume
of Alfred Ainger’s edition of Lamb’s works, com-
prising ¢ Mrs. Leicester’s School,” and other of
his prose and verse writings.

Tue Literasy World is in favor of printing an
abridged Bible, to be known as the ** Youth’s
Bible,” for the purpuse of popularizing it as a
literary work., The World believes that the fine
type which must be used in order to put the Scrip-
tures into convenient form prevents many people
from reading it.

MEsSsks, SCKIBNER announce an  American
editior of Kuno Fischer's ¢ History of Modern
Philosophy,” whicl: has been translated by Mz, J.
P. Gordy, and furnished with 2n American intro-
duction by President Noah Pogter.  The twe
volumes on Descrates and Spinvza are in active
preparation for early publication.

Mg. GRANT ALLEN, the Canadian authur whe
has made a name {or himself in England, issaidto
have been compelled by the bad state of his health
1o relinquish work for a time.  He hasa new story
just ready. It bears the title *‘ For Maimie's
Sake,” and is said to combine e sensationalism
of his ** Strange Stories ™ with the urdered plot of
the approved novel,

LETTER-WRITING is becoming almost a lost art,
and it is only when we come upon a collece~ 3 of
Charles Dickens’ letters, or one who possessed his
gt in a degree, that we are templed to wade
through books of correspondence, Ve, however,
must certainly yield to the temptation in ¢¢ The
Letters of Geosge Sand,” and we find ourselves
well repaid.  Here we find letters to Jules Janin,
Lamartine, Victor Hugo, Joseph Mazzini, Prince
Jerome Napoleon, Franz Liszt, Edmund About,
Louis Blanc, Prince Louis Napoleon Bonsparte,
Alexandre Dumas, the Empress Eugenie, Octave
Feuillet, Gustave Flaubert, Alphonse Fleury, and
others, The work is edited and a biography
furnished by Ledos de Beaufort; it is in three
volumes, and contains six portraits.—Zke Book
Buyer,
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Special Papers.
LITERATURE FOR I‘NTAA \’Cl‘
70 HIGH SCHOOLS.

I11. A CHRISTMAS CAROL.

Tug best way to give the pupils a clear '
idea of this piece is to require them to read
the whole Carol of wkich the selection in the
READLER is but a small part. 1f the book is
not aiready in the school library, it may be
purchased of any bookseller for ten or fifteen
cents. ‘The ' Christmas Carol” was written
in 1843 ; and it is one of the best of the .
many immortal productions of its author. |
Itz mission will continue as lony as selfish- |
ness exists, and many of us, no less than
Scrooge, may be rescued from death in life '
by the visits of the * three ghosts” :

“ A Christmas Cawral” A *Carol”js in I
origin 2 light and happy dance of many
people together, but its use is now always !
restricted to denote a happy, light, and joy-
ful song—either the music separately (as the
carol of a bird) ; or the words ; or the words
and music together.  Christinas cavols are
the happy songs which portray the biessings |
that have come to the world through the i
birth and hife of Christ. !

The phrase ¢ Christmas Carol " was taken
by Dickens as a name to his story, as it was
published at Christinas and was intended
for Christmas reading. It was divided into
five - -is—fancifully called ¢ staves"—a
stave being a musical term to denote the
complete part of a musical whole, and the
Caro! is musical from beginning to end.
Stave One describes Scrooge, his miserly
and selfish character, and his ill treatment
of his clerk Cratchitt; also his cheerless
Christmnas Eve, his falling asleep, and the
visit to him, as he thought, of the ghost of
Marley, his late partner—one who kad been
as selfish and hard as Scrooge was now, but
who being dead bitterly repented of his scif-
ishness and had come to warn his old friend.
Stave Two describes the wisit to him of ;
the ghost of Christmas Past, who shows to |
him by way of contrast the happy Christmases
he had once spent.  Stave Three dzscribes
the visit of Christnas Present, who shows .
hiin how much happiness other people are .
obtaining from thcir Christmases, and how !
much necd there is of his help, if he were |
willing to give it. Stave Four describes the
visit to him of the ghost of Christmas Yet to !
Come, who shows to him how utterly wretch.
ed his own Christmases infuturewill beunless
he mend his wavs. From Stave Five the
sciection in the READER is made.  But the
pupils should listen to the whole story as it
is read . them on Friday aftcrnoons by
some one of themsclves.

21. “ Scrooge was ckecked.” Give synonym !
for checked.  In what other senscs is this !
word used ? l

* The nombers vefer 1o the paragraphs.

' ceedingly sweet, and patient child, of Bob
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“‘Fransports.” What is the meaning of
this word ? How is the meaning of the
word as a noun related to its meaning as a
verb ?

* He had ever heard.” \Why so ?

*Clash, hammer,” ectc. \What sort of
writing is this 2 [Onomatopoetic.] Why so ?

2. “Cold piping.” What is the meaning 7
What is \he usual form ?

“ Golder: sunlight, hezavenly sky,”
\Why so ?

3. *“\What's to-day ?”  Express in full. i
{Scrooge asks the question because in his '
dream he supposed three days kad passed.)

“ Loitered in.””  [Into the square or yard
in which Scrooge's house stood.]

. “With all his might and wonder.”
[’lhc boy was almost dumbfounded at
 Scrooge’s unusual condescension and good
Lumor.] 1

ele.

11. “ Intelligent—remarkable.” [ Scrooge's
new joy impels him to praise and magnify
everything. ]

16. “Eh!”
in this way ?

19. ** Bob Cratchitt’s.” [His clerk's. The
contrast between the happiness of Cratchitt’s
household amidst all its poverty and distress,
and the dreariness of Scraoge's life despite
his wealth, has been very clearly brought
out in the preceding staves.)

Why docs the boy speak

20. “Tiny Tim.” [A lame, little, but ex-
Cratchitt's.]

21, “Itwas . . . sealing wax”
press all this in other words.

“ Pouring forth.”
going ?

“ Delighted smile.” {Sci00ge’s co ‘version
is so real and so novel to him he thinks
every onc must be as conscious of it as
he is himseli.]

«t Of all blithe . . . blithest in his ears.”
\Why is this ?  Explain it.

“ Nephew.” {The Christmas ghosts had
taken carc to show to Scrooge the contrast
between the life of his nephew, who was
kind and unselfish, and bhis own dreary,
scifish existence.}

Ex-

Where were the people

—

** Disowned for marrying,” ctc.  Explain.

22 and 24. * Nice girl, very.” * My love.” !
[These expressions would be wmpertinent 1f
attered now.  Forty vears ago they were not
out of place coming from onc as old as
Scrooge.  They cxemplify his new char-
acter.]

23. “ Up-stairs.” | The  drawing-room ;
where he might await the coming of “his
nephew.]

26. *Sidled his face.”

30. **1 have come to dinner.”” [He did

Explain.

not come uninvited.  His nephew had the

e

day before kindly entreated him to come,
but he had as rudely refused.]
3. The plump sister,”

ete.  |Scrooge

~ had seen all these in his dream the night
_ before.]

34 “Accustomed voice.” \What was that?

“ Feignit.,”  Express this in other words.

37- % Merry yesterday.” [They had had

the prize turkey.}

38. **Stand this sort of thing.” Put this

" in other words.

39. ** Momentary idea . . for help.”
Explain all this. Pat it in other words.

4o. “ Strait waist-coat.” [Euphemistic for
 confinemént in a Junatic asylum.”)

at. ¢ Make up . .. coal-scuttle.” {One o
Scrooge’s meannesses had been stinting
Cratchitt’s coal supply—freezing him, in
short. }

42. ¢ Better than his word.”

« Infinitely more.” Explain.

“* Second father.,”  Explain.

“ Good old «s#y.” [London.]

‘ Alteration.” ¢ Heeded.”
words for these.

* ¢ As have the malady
plain this.

“‘His own heart laughed."
was happy.]

“How to keep Christmas well” How
should Christmas be kept? What should
be among our chisf thovghts at Christmas.
For Writing :

1. Describe Scrooge’s character before his
conversion.

2. Describe Scrooge’s character after the
change.

3. Give some account of the way the
chunge in Scrooge’s character was brought
about,

4 Subject for Composition :—What is the
meaning and what is the value of Christmas ?

3. Give some account of the author of ‘A
Christmas Carol.”

Explain.

Give other

e« o form.” Ex-

(That is, he

EMERITUS.

— e ——

Buxvaxn's latest biographer says that *“ Thack-
eray used 10 tell, as only he could, how he once
went down to Oxford to give his lectures on ‘ The
Eunglish Humorists,” and in order to prepare the

+ way fer the atiendance of the undergraduates,

waited on the heads of colleges.  Among others
upon whom he called was Dr. Plumptre, Master
of University, who, it scems, had not heard of the
great novelist, and therefore, asked him who he
was and what he had written. By way of furnish-
ing his credentials, Thackeray modestly intimated
that he was the authos of * Vanity Fair. Upon
this, the master at once turned round upon him
suspiciously, with the semark that there must be
some mistake somewhere, for that John Bunyan
was the author of ¢ Vanity Fair.” tinding sfter-
ward that people were laughing, Plumptre ex-
plained to = fricnd that he had not rcad Bunyan's
book, * never Leing a 1¢ader of novels.””
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Methods and Illustratzo

!’RACTICA/ ELOCUTION.
LR

I nave already stated in a former paper
that the basis of all good reading is natnral-
ness. We know that simplicity of character s
always pleasing. The studied, stiff-starchud
manner is alike at variance with mental
and physical deportment. He who culti-
vates the germ of individuality that resides
within himself—and this applies to the
whale character of man—is stronger by far
than the copyist—the man who puts on the
dress suit of mental fashion to grace the
Laliroom hour of the world, and then sinks
back into the slovenly garment of aattered
mind. True elocution requires grace of
heart and grace of intellect acquired through
the strength of individual development.
How awkward is the man who assumes an
air foreign to his character! A true man
--one of naturd’s noblemen—is sincere in
character, sincere in manner, sincerc in
language, sincere in dress.  Sincerity is the
soul of naturalness. No man can be natural
who is playing a character at variance with
himself.  And just here let me make a point
in reading. In order to interpret a passage
correctly we must make #7s spirit onr own.
To do this I would advise the teacher of
reading to assign short lessons for recita-
tion, but insist upon the character of the
reading being brought to the surface. Less
time devoted fo the teaching of rules, more
time to the development of sentiment. But
you may say what do boys and girls in pub-
lic and high schoals know about sentiment ?
Did you ever mentally dissect the heart of a
school child? 1 have, and found it full of
laughter and tears. These are the fountain
of sentiment. Is it a wonder, ther, that the
opinion of children should weigh so much in
the criticism of elocutionary perforinances?
Take away the little street Arab-—remove
him from the circle of the * gods,” and the
hero or heroine before the footlights feels
a void—a current of electricity broken
whence could be drawn inspiration—the
nectar of “ gods™ done up in little rounds
cf appreciative applause, Teach reading
then by the cultivation of sentiment, and
teach it, if possible, in very childhood, when
the heart is like the morning flower, full of
tears and smiles.

1 have already stated that elecution can
not be substituted for intellert ; it is not the
cargo, but the vessel, whicl bears the cargo.
1t is the duty of elocution to furnish princi-
ples to guide i the conveyance of thought
through the medium of languzge. And
here let no onc mistake my meaning of the
word language. It is the outward form by
means of which we express the spirit with-
in. What, then, is termed playing upon

1 words is nothing more than an honest efiort
to convey truthfully to the mind in typical
form the thing typified. So we speak of the
crash of a tree, the chirping of a bird, the
busz of the bee. Now, spoken language
may be said to bear three distinct relations
to the signification of the words which enter
into it.

Let me here give the three relations as
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‘Those who have been tortured by the inabil.
ity of grown people to describe an occurrence

. clearly and cohereuntly, will think this time

set forth in a well-known work on clocution. :

First.—A suullaent may be so uttered as !
to weaken or pervert the simple meaning of |

the words. \Vanting in the necessary force,
emphasis misplaced or modulation disre-
garded, the words, though possessing vol-

void of meaning, Secend—The sentiment
may be so spoken as to leave its plain mean-
ing unaffected, neither adding to nor taking
from the wmere signification of the words.
The listener hearing and being familiar with
the words, obtains an intellectual knowledge
of the thought expressed. He is fmpressed
with the words only to the degree that he is
interested in the theught. There is nothing
in the presentation to affract his attention,
or that wili awaken intercst within him.
Flad he seen the words in the skeleton forms
of writlen language, the effect would have
been the same. They have been presented
to his sestse alone.

only express the idea indicated, but that it
shall /mpress that idea upon the mind and
heart. Under this character of utterance
we supplement the form of words with their
power, investing the mere passive clay with
the life-giving principle which shall send it
forth an active, aggressive influence. A

1

spent to good advantage.

It is difficult to decide in what proportion
the time shall be divided between oral and
written work.  Scveral clements must be
considered ; among these are @ age of pupils;
character of previous school training; and
degree of correctness and facility of exprey-
sion acquired in home life.

In order to secure satisfactory ** taiking
from pupils, it is nccessary to give thema

. subject cn which they have something to
_say, and in which they are interested. lo-
umes of thought, may be rendered almost

!
t
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terest is the grindstone that sharpens the
faculties of the mind. There are few
teachers who have not, on some occasion,
been surpnsed when an habuually dull pupil,
roused from his stupor by something which
interested him, made an apt reply or stated
some appropriate fact, while the usual mentai
excitement transfigured his face.  \While the
subject shouid be within the comprehension
of pupils, it need not besilly or childish.

In order to secure good results with some
subjects, it is necessary to announce them
the day before, in order that each may
secure information; with some, less com-

; wonly known or more difficult to look up, a

Third.—The same sen. *
timent may be spoken so that it shall not |

word in our next paper upon the elocution-

ary study of words.
Tuomas O'Hagax.

SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR OR AL
LANGUAGE IVORK.

T'0 each teacher who conducts language
classe: comes the self-propounded question,
+* Shall the work of my class consist entirely
of written excrcises, or shall it be partly
oral:”

Many teachers must believe that the pen |
is mightier than the tonguc, or there would

no: be such a lack of oral work., It is pos.
sible so to train a pupil that he will swrite
with a fair degree of correctness ; and yeu, if

t

called upon to make an oral statement of |
well-known facts in hisown words, he willdo |

it in an incorrect, blundering, hesitating

way.

There is no part of the language work 1hat '

is more important than to tcach a2 pupil to
stand in an crect, respectful position, and

. express his thoughts clearly, with no painful

pauses, no half-finished sentences, no sub-

jects that will, Rachel-like, forever mourn

for their predicates ** hecause they are not™
P ¥

longer time may be given. Much of this
oral work can be used as a preparation for
the written work. In some schoals the
ureater part of the subjecis for written exer-
cises are first discussed in the class; yet it
is well 10 give often a subject (wisely chosen)
upon which pupils shall wiite without pre-
paration or class-diccussion, to stimulate

. promptness and ingenuity of thought.

SOME TOPICS I'OR ORAL

1. Nesos items.  Each pupil is required to
give an item of news which he has read in
the paper. Crime and casualties are forbid-
den topics. Facts concerning noted people,
invention, cxploration, items of legislation,
new railroads, canals, progress of affairs iu
foreign countries, stc., are encouraged. It
is not well to have this daily, as it savors of
routine; but have the class understand that
they ure to be ready whenever the teacher
chooses to have the exercise.

2. Pupil describes an animal, bird, tree,
flower or fruit. Class guess its name.

3. Pupil describes an object made of glass,
o1 iron, or wood. Class guess its name.

4. Each pupi! gives a brief historical anec-
dote.

5. Each pupil describes a battle of Aweri-
can history ; of foreign history.

6. Pupil tells what book he read last ;
author’'s name ; where the scene is laid;
what character he likes best, ete.

7. A great invention. and who made 2.
Whitney and the cotton-gin ; Franklin and
the lightning-rod ; Morse and the telegraph,
etc.

LANGUAGE,



156

THE EDUCATIONAL WEEKLY.

{Number 62,

8, A great discovery, and who made it
Newton and the law of gravity ; Harvey and
the circulation of the blood ; Kepler and his
laws.

9. Teacher reads a brief story or poem,
Class reproduce.

1o. Pupil tells what traits of character
he most admires ; what traits he most
despises,

11. Pupil tells about the family at home.
How many members in the family ; bow
many brothers and sisters ; how many attend
schoel; in what grades. Are any of the
children away from home?

12, Pupil tells about his school life ; how
old he was when he began to attend;
whether anxious or reluctant to go ; when he
first attended school; who had been his
teachers.

13. Pupil describes the street on which he
lives. In what direction does it run? How
long isit? How wide? Isit paved? Has
it gas, water and sewer? How deep are the
lots? \What is the price of land? Arc there
any public buildings, schools, churches, or
stores on it? How near 1o street cars?
\What prominent pcople live on it ?

14. Pupil describes the house which he
would build if he were rich.

13. Paraphrasing sentences and para-
graphs from readers or other books.

The above topics are a portion of those
used in a class whose average age was thir-
teen. ‘They can be used with younger or
older pupils, according to the degree of
facility of expression.—New England Jour-
ual of Education.

YEAR [N ARITHAMET/C.

AIMS,

-

FIST

1. To 1ecach all the facts in every number,
from one to ten inclusive.

This means to tcach 2 number, for ex-
ample, 4, as a whole; the equal numberss in
it, 4 <~ 2 = 2 (division); the equal numberss
that make it, 2 4 (multiplication) ;
the equal parts of it, 'z of 4 = 2 (partition);
any two equal or uncqual numbers that may
be found in it, y— 2 =72, or 4 — 1 = 3 (sub-
traction) ; and auy two cqual or unequal
numbers that form it, 24 2= 3, 0r 3 4 1 =
4 (addition).

I1. To teach the figures that represent the
numbers taught.

Pupils should not only be able to tell the
nine digits and the cipher, but, should, also,
be cerefully taught to write them upon their
slates. The order of difficulty in writing
figures has been found to be as follows: 1,
$ 749 9, 0, 5,3, 2, 8. After the Arabic
figuies have been learnced, the Roman num-
erals 1o ten may be taught.

111. To teach the usc of the signs-, ~, X,
<,and =, At first, - can be called and;
~yless; Xytaken; -, contains, or in; and

2=

=, {5, or are, according to the sense, For

3. Becareful to teach numbers, not simply

example, let the oral expression for 3 - 1= | figures.

4 be, three and one are forr; for 3—2=1, |

three less two is oney for 3 X 2= 6, three
Laken Lwice §s stx, o three Lwos are sixy {or

4 == 2 = 2, four contains, or holds, two twice,

or two in four twicey and for % of 4= 2,
one-half of four is tivo.

IV, To teach pupils to arrange work on
their siates both neatly and quickly,

i

oo . . . L)
F'oo much pains cannt be taken in trab.. |

ing pupils to write the figures and signs
taught upon their slates. The teacher should
never receive any work that is carelessly
done. Special lessons in making figures and
signs, and in arranging work on the slate,
should be given.

STEPS,

1. Giving the number in a group of objects
without counting, as, how many 111 do you
see?

2. Adding groups at sight without count-
ing, as, how many are 1l and 111?

3. Separating a group into two groups, and
subtracting each from it, as 111 into II and
1; 111 less 1is 1], and 111 less 11 is I.

4. Multiplying a group of objects, as, two
11 11 are 1111,

5: Dividing groups of objects, as, 111}
contains 11 twice.

6. Scparating a group into equal parts, as,
one-third of 111 is 1.

7. Teaching the figures and signs.

METHODS.

1. Develop the operations by means of
objccts.

2. Have what has been done expressed
with marks and figures.

3. Go through the same operations with
abstract numbers.

4. Fix the operations by giving many prac-
tical problems.

5. Form tables illustrating the operations
taught; for example, the table forur would
be: 341514354135 4~-35 2525 4-23
X540 415 & of 45 2% 25 2)(5
d==23 frof 45 3405 4535 Jof 4

DIRECTIONS.

1. Use objects the children can handle.

2. Have a great variety of objects on the
table.

3. The teacher and pupil should work to-
gether.

3. Encourage the class to make original
examples.

3. Allow beginners to use their own lan-
guage.

6. Always keep the pupils up to their best
efforts.

CAUTIONS.

1. Lead the children from the concrete to
the abstract.

2. Pupils learn by secing, doing, and talk-
ing.

i

4. Have the pupils discover every new
fact for themselves.

5. The pupils should do most of the talk-
ing.

0. Master each number before passing 10
the-next. -V, E. Fournal of Education.

READING.

FIrTEEN years' experienceinteaching little
_children to read—and watching this interest-
ing process, has led me to believe that the
best teachers are very far from the skill in
this great art which one day is to be attained.

\We have yet to know of something radi-
cally better than the best that has yet been
one in teaching the first steps of reading.

The line of discovery and of higher appli-
cation consists in amore and more thorough
understanding of the fundamental principles
of learning to read, to wit, the action of the
Jaw of association, by which all words are
learned. This Jaw cannot be stated too
often, nor can it be studied too deeply.

+ When two ideas come into consciousness
simultancously or successively, thereafter,
the coming in of onie of these two ideas has a
tendency to bring the cther withit. A word
has but onc use; to bring its appropriate
idea into consciousness. A word can be
lzarned only in one way—by its coming into
consciousness simultaneously or successively
with the idea it symbolizes. Each word is
learned by ane or mose acts of association.
The number of acts of consciousness required
to learn a word depends entirely upon the
energy the mind brings to bear upon the
act or acts of association necessary to learn
aword. This energy, so far as the teaching
is concerncd, is aroused by stimulus. The
impulse to act must spring from something ;
the means which will give the strongest im-
pulse to action should be supplied by the
teacher. Every means that leads to acts of
association may and should be used. No
means in teaching reading should be used
that does not lead to acts of association.
The main question—the main point of investi-
gation, that which will lead to far better
teaching than the world has cver yet seen, is
the particular stimulus that will arouse the
greatest energy in acts of associating words
with ideas. .

Themeans which will excite the greatest
amount of imnicdiate and continuousinterest
in the child’s mind are the means to choose.
What are they ?

Observation and reading are the two great
means of thinking. Observation prepares
for reading, and reading supplements obsec-
vation. The observation that arouses the
strongest interest in all children is the obser-
vation of nature. Every child is a born
naturalist. A child who does not revel in the
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immense variety of color and form that
hounteous nature furnishes, must be abnor- |
mally or memally deformed. The true or
natural method uses the mind's powers with 4
the greatest economy ; it finds the shortest
lines’ resistance in expression, it finds, too, a
complete unity in mental action. The very
hest way to teach a citild the first stepsin
reading is, make the observation of natural
abjects the main purpose, and the reading '
secondary. !
By secking the higher end, the enhance-
ment of thought-power through observation,
the lower but very important one will be !
sttained in a far better way than when learn- |
ing to read is made an end in itself. 1If:
teachers could be made to understand that
teaching natural science is the very best, the
perfect means of teaching reading, the glor-
ious truths of God might creep into children’s |
hearts before they are too old to relish them,
** How shall I begin?” you ask. Begin with ‘
the first leaf, flower, plant, tree, or animal }
|

that comes to you—or that you come to.~—
Teackers' Inustitute.

LANGUAGE EXERCISES.

- y

1. Expraxn the following simple sentences ]
into complex ones : i

Describe the usual mode of preparing it. |

In spite of repcated warnings, he resolved |
to make another attempt. i

They begged to be allowed another chance. |

After dinner he started off in the hope of :
finding them. t

Their onward progress was stopped by a |
boom extending across the river. {

He appears to have been under a wrong !
impression of my meaning.

2. Arrange in as many ways as possible
without destroying the sense :

So, through the valley, in silence I'll take
my way.

For us the raftsmen down the stream
their island barges steer.

A mile or so away, on a little mound,
Napoleon stood on our storming-day.

I left my friend’s house onc evening, just
before dark.

Never more, on sca or shore, should Sir
Humphrey see the light.

3. Change the fallowing complex sentences
to simple anes :

1 looked around me for some means by
which T might make my escape.

1 forgot to notify him that the goods had
arsived.

{f you had not helped us we should never

havesucceeded.
When he was informed that the enemy

were approaching, he ordered the gates to ;
be closed.

He fired his gun in the hope that the re-
port might attract the attention of some men
who were working in the meadow which ad-
joined the swamp.— 175, School Foxrnal.

WASHINGTON'S RULES OF CON
DUCT.

ONE of George Washington's early copy-
books contains a list of a hundred and ten
“ Rules of Civility and Decent Behavior in
Company and Conversation.” Here are a
few of them:

“ Every action in company ought to be
with some sign of respect to those present.

“\When you meet with one of greater

' quality than yourself, stop and retire, espec-

ially if it be at a door or any strait place, to
give way for him to pass.

*“They that are in dignity or in office have
in all places precedency ; but whilst they are
young, they ought to respect thosc that are
their equals in birth or other qualities, though
they have no public charge.

“ Strive not with your superiors in argu-
ment, but always submit your judgment to

' others with modesty.

“ Be not hasty to believz flying reports to
the disparagement of any.

“‘Take all admonitions thankfully, in what
time or place soever given; but afterwards,

" not being culpable, take a time or place con-
1 venient to let him know it that gave them.

*“Think before you speak, pronounce nmot

i imperfectly, nor bring out your words too

hastily, but orderly and distinctly.

“ Speak not avil of the absent, for it is
unjust.

“ Make no show of taking great delight in
your victuais ; feed not with grecdiness ; lean
rot on the table: neither find fault with
what you eat.

“ Benot angry at table, whatever happens,
and if you have reason to be so, show it not ;
put on a cheerful countenance, especially if
there be strangers, for good humor makes
one dish of meat a feast.

“ [.et your recreations be manful not sin-
ful,

¢ Labor to keep alive in your breast that
little spark of celestial fire called con-
science.”"~S?. Nicholas.

Or Professor Hutton's lecture at Trinity
College the "Varsity says: On Saturday alter-
noon Professor Hutton delivered at Trinity
College, an able lecture on *‘ Pagan Virtues
and Pagan Theories of Lifc,” before a large
and intelligent audience. That the address
carried with it the speaker’s breadth of cul
ture, and was with all its learning lucid and
attractive, we scarcely need assure those of
our recaders who have had the pleasure of
hearing Professor Hutton give expression to
his thought, £ forma araferis. Those who

" have not had this pleasure will be glad to

hear that, at the request of & large number
of students, he has expressed his willingness
to dcliver the same lecture a week from
Saturday next, in University College,
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

{ALL communications for this depattment smust be accom
panicd by the name and address of the writer, though not
ncmuriz)' for publication. Correspondents ate requested
to confine their questions 10 educational and Fteruey sudk
jects. Following the example of ** Notes and Queties,
the ** Lancet,” and other periodicals, the greater number of
questions will be printed without anwwers, correspondents
Leing invited 10 communicate answers, to beinetted in (ol
towing issucs. Correspondents answering or relersing to
any question arc requested to give the number of the ques-
tion for convenience of reference.l

ANSWER to Question No. 4. A gives B30 ths.
of wool. Waste - 1] s, wool on 12 e, yarn 1}
"

s, wool on 137 Ihs, wool— "% &5 of amount of
133

wool,

.t Waste- g5 of 150 =3 1o, W, which
leaves 150 19,44 = 130} ths. of yarn.

R gets tic. a lb, on yarn which costs 35¢. - 3t
ol cost and .*. {1 of amount of wool or yarn.

.*. A gets 14 of amount of wool or yarn = 3§ of
13008 =24 of 11" = 9347 = 8033

"« A should receive 8942 ihs.yarn and Bshould
keep 44 of 150 s wool = 322~ 471 1bs,

8. Siveox, lona, Ont.

Answer to Question No. 16. The hour hand
gocs ¢y of e number of minnte spaces that
the minute hand goes.

.*. Taking conditions in question, § of spaces
travelled over by minute hand—~ 20 minute spaces
+ % spaces travelled by minute hand.

.*. g of spaces ~ 20 minutes,
[

. - "“ [ _4
. {‘g e _=48 «“©
.. The timc i< 48 minutes after four o'clock.

—-H.A.K
NoTe.--We have also received ather ancwess
similar to the above.

No. 18.—(. {a) Will some oneillustrate clearly
by short examples, the difference between direct
and indircct narration? (4) Where in **The
Ancieat Maviner ” i< the moral sentimnent obtruded

upon the reader?
--A TEACUER.

No. 19.—Q. (a) Please explain Stanza seven of
*“Ode to William Wordsworth,” from ** Eve
following cve™ to ** My soul lay passive’: aleo
in Stanza five cxplain *“ welcomer, in  herald™
guice.” (4) What is the correct pronunciation of
Sinai, Hadramant, Anam, Hue, Pciho, Figi.

--8.8,

— e - e @ee

Tnte Schivol Board of Newcastle-under-Lyme
has adopted phonography in its schools. In
August 1ast the London Schoal Board passed a
report in which it was recommended that short
hand should be allowed to be taught in advance
classes under the board’s scheme.  But the action
of the Newcastle-under-Lyme Board is a great
advance upon this. Inthis case it is to be taught
in the night schools by a teacher appointed by the
board, and the fees are such as will bring the
instruction within cveryhody’s reach. This is due
to Mr., 1. R. Rammn, a member of the board, who
takes & decp interest in the matter.  He says he
will not stop until he gets it into the day schools
with a grant from Government.—Z%e Phomery,
Jeurnai (London, England).
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LOCAL EXAMINATIONS.

{Tue following is the statute respecting local
examinations recentiy passed by the Senate of
the University of Toronto : =]

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO.
STATUTE CINvILL.
Pasced February 22nd, 1856,

By the Senate, cte.

Be it enacted— :
1. ‘That Statutes No. 111 and 135 be and the §
same are hereby repealed.

2. That Local Examinations wmay be held in
the subjects of the Matriculation work in the
Faculty of Medicine, and certain of the subjecis
in the Faculty of Arts hereinafter referred to at
Turonto and elsewhere in the Provinee of Ontario,

3. At least two months before the day appoint.
cd for the holding of the regular June Matricula.
non Examinatons the autborities of any Schuol
Academy or College desiring the holding of such
Local Examinations shall send to the Registrara
written application therefor,

4. That there shall be a presiding Esaminer
appeinted by the Senate Committee on Examina.
tions at each place where a Local Examination is
1o be held, whose duty it shall be to receive and
distribute the Examination papers, 10 be in atten-
dance during the whole period of such Examina.
tion, 1o excrcise strict supervision in the Examina.
tion room, over which he shali have exclusive
control, to collect the answers and return them
day by day under seal 10 the Repistrar, and gen-
enally require such  Esaminations to be
conducted in confurmity with the regulations and
directions of the University in that behaif,

to

5. In order to the holding of such lLocal
Eaaminations it mast appear that there witl be at
least tive candidates fos Examination at the place
where such Examination is desired.

6. Local Examinations on the subjects of the
Matriculation work in Anis or Medicine shall be
held simultancously with the ordinary  June
Matriculation Examinations at Torento, and npon
the same papers.

7. Each candidate may take all or any of the
subjecss in the Matriculation work.

8. Lach candidate for full Matriculation shall
with his or her application send to the Registrar
the Matricnlation fee of $3, other candidates shail
pay = fec of S2.

9. Candidates passing the Local Examinations
elsewhere than at Toeronto shall not be eligible for
schotarships. The names of such candidates shall
be published in a separate list in the Class Lists,
the arrangemient being alphabatical  for First
Class 1 mors, Second Class tlonors, and Pass
respecinedy,

10, The like regulations shall apply 1o Laocal
Examinations in the subjects of the st year's
Examination in the Faculty of Auts, ;

11, That Local Examinations in other pans of ‘
1he Ans Curriculmn may bhe held wnder the diree-
tion of the Committee on Examinations at the
1equest of any iustiintion of Learning.

THE EDUCATIO

2. That any candidate for Matriculation in
any Faculty who may not succeed in passing in
all the subjects of Matriculation shall be classed
in the Local Lists in such subjects as he shall have

! passed.

13. That in licu of conducting such Local
Examinations ¢n Junior Matriculation wotk or

i parts thereof, in manaer above provided, the same
* may be held from time to time in conncction with

the Examinations conducted by the Edueation
Department for 1st and 2nd Class Teachers 5 in
such event the Senate Committee on Examinations
under instrnctions from the Senate arranging for
the transmissians af the Examination questions to
the Education Department for distribution by
them amongst the candidates, for the return of the
answers of candidates, the appointment of presid-
ing Examinets by the Depariment, the settling of
a common Time-Table, and of such other watters
as may be necessary with a view to the holding of
such Examinations in a manner as inespensive as
efiiciency will peomit with a due regard to the
public convenience.

t4. That until the Senate by resolution other.
wise determines, the standing of candidates who
have passed, or may hereafter pass, the Esamina.
tions of the Department of Education for 1st or
2nd Class Teachers' certificates shall be accepted
pro fanto at any Junior Matricutuion Examination
provided always that all candidates for scholarships
shall take the full Matriculation Examination.

FORMNING A4 SCHOOL IN ALBERTA,

Tue subjoined is fram the Lethbridge (Alberta)
Nezer of the 12th uly, -

“ Pursnant to notice given in last week’s Vewos,
a meeting was held in the Lethbridge Hall, on
Mounday evening last, for the purpose of waking
steps to have a school opened in town.  Mr. John
Craig was called 1o the chair and Me. C. I’ Cony-
beare appointed secretary. It was decided by the
weeting 10 open a school as soon as the necessary
Looks aud material could be procured, to be sup-
ported by voluntary subscription until such time as
a school district may be set apart. Messrs, Staf.
ford, Botterill and McKay were appointed 25 trus
tees, and were amborized 10 open a subscription
list and take all necessary proceedings for opening
he school, and to apply to the Licut.-Governor 1o
have adistrict preclaimed here,  Rev. Mr. Robert-
scn informed the meeting that the Preshyterian
church was a1 the disposal of the town for school
purposes.  Some $20.50 wmonthly was subscribed
before the mecting broke up.”

A proof of the zeal shown in this highly laudable
attempt to introduce sducation without delay is
seen in the following which appeared a week
later : —

* On Monday the public schuul is to be opaned
in the Preshyterian church at go’clock aum. Rev.
Alfred Andrews has been engaged to teach for the
present antil the school district is proclaimed, and

- a professional first or sccond class teacher can be

seenred.  All scholars aver siv years of age may

, atend. whether their parents feel alle to pay

towarnds the school or not.  As there are no taxes

» to depend upon, the trastees will be glad to have

the parents and guardians contribute what they feel
able to help todefray the expenscs until the district
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can be got into regular working order.  Messrs,
Stafford, Botterill and McKay ate the trustees,
and from any of them or from the teacher any
information necessary can be obtained.  Let the
children bring all their school books and slates
with them an Monday next.”

i e @0 ma

I'tie Chinese ask for a school of their own in
San Francisco.

In the United States there are now 137 normat
schools, with more than 25,000 pupils.

Miss Jov, of Tilsonburg, has arranged 1o take
charge of an art clitss in Woodstock College.

Mg. VENTRICE, formerly of Kincardine High
School, is the assistant in Vienna High School.

Miss Kvre Caseron, of Belmont, is teaching
No. 3, Bayhaw, in place of Miss L, Cousin, who
is attending the Ottawa Normal,

Tue annual meeting of the Welland Teachers'
Association was held in the high schaol, Welland,
on Thursday aad Friday, gth and sth March.

AstumyTirut e taught in Miss Draper's depart-
ment of the public school one ¢ | last week, but
an unruly urchin, who ought to have been expelled,
was so obstreperous that the yo.og lady was afraid
to take charge of the lads neat day and the room
was closed. —.Witehetl Avocaty,

Tne neat meeting of the County of Lapaik
Teachers® Association will bz held in Almonte on
the 13th and 14th of May. Dr. McLellan, Director
of Institutes, will be present 1o talk upon the work
prescribed for the reading couwrse of 1his year,
“Quilines of the Siady of Man,” {Hopkins) and
** Lectures on Teaching,” (Fitch).

Mg, BrowxiNu has, the crademy regrets o
hear, been carrying into effect the doctrines he
preached in his poems ** ITouse " and ¢ Shop " in
his ** Pacchiarotto * volume of 1876 ; and, dread-
ing his future biographer, has just destroyed the
whole of his letters to his father and family, every
ane of which had been presesved by paternal care.

A DEPUTATION, consisting of the reeve and
public men of Georgetown, waited on the Minister
of Education Ja-t week to ask for the establish.
ment in that village of a high school for Halton
County. Mr. Ross replied that the matter would
have to be refersed to the inspector for his repart,
and that the action would have to be taken by the
county council before the Department could take
any steps.

ACCORDING o the report of the State Superin-
tendent of Edieation of Louisiana, forty nine per
cent. of the inhabitants over ten years of age can
ucither read nor write.  Of the cologed population
alone, seveny-nine per cent are illiterate.  The
superintendent says the education of these peouple
is too great a task for the state 10 undentake, and
appeals for the passage of the Blair bill in order
that the state may be aided in the work out of the
national 1ecasury.

THREE years ago seventy-five Sioux and Modue
children were sent to the Normal Labor Institute,
ncar Wabash, Ind., to be cducated.  When they
arrived at the school they were in a barbarous con-
dition, hut in the interval they have become pro-
ficient in English, geography, arithmetic and other
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studies, and acquired a ¥nowledge of farming,
Forty of them have been returned to the Indian
Territory.  The boys will be put to farming and
the girls be piven positions as teachers in the
Indiau schools.

Tur Paris correspondent of the Z7mes writes:
* The report of the British and American School
founded in 1532, has reached me.  Their object is
to furnish to the children of the many English.
speaking workingmen in Paris a sound education,
both in Eunglish and French, so as to fit them for
cmployment in either country.  Many offers of
gocd situations have of late been made to boys
and girls trained in the schools: and during the
fifty years of their existence thousands of children
have been trained in them, many of whom are now
occupying good positions in the commercial worid,

SENATOR STANFORD'S scheme for the establish-
ment in California of a great university has been
made public.  His range at Palo Alio, near Menlo
Park, about thirty miles from San Francisco, has
been sclected as the site.  The several buildings

comprising the university will be on the general

plan of a parallelogram, and will be constructed so

s to permit additions being made as the neces-
sities of the institution may require.  Senator
Stanford will denote to the university, his Palo
Alto, Gridley and Vina propertics, worth $3,300,-
000. To this he will add a money donation, so as
to make the toial endowment of the university
$20,000,0c0.

Mg, Hicks, the new high school assistant
teacher engaged by our scheot board arrived here
last week, and has now cntered upon his duties.
Mr. Hicks comes to us highly recommended. e
is a university graduate, who has had a very suc-
cessfui experience in his work. He was for some
time head master of the Newburgh High School,
and the results of his labors are highly credit.
able. The teaching staff of the Parkhill High
School now is as follows: E. M. Bigg, M.A,,
head master 3 Mr. Parkinson, (1st Prov.) assistang
teacher ; D. Hicks, B.A., do. There is now an
attendance of about So pupils, who have plenty of
accommodation since the addition of a third room
or high school purposes.— Furkitill Revieso.

A specCiat. meeting of the Goderich School
Roard was held last week to consider a proposi-
tion to grant the use of the vacant room in the
central school for the purpose of a night school.
It was moved that the room be granted for the
purpose of a night school and that the carctaker
take charge of the school when the room is so
uscd, and that he be paid by the occupants for his
werk. The motion carricd.  One gentleman con-
tended that the board should grant the use of the
ward school instead of the room in the central.
After the board adjourned a class of over twenty
young men, in age {rom 1S to 30, was formed, Mr.
Embury with two assistants conducting the teach-
ing. Messrs. H. L. Strang, S. P. Hallsand A. J.
Moore have also agrecd to undertake their sharcof
the work.

A siveLe and effectual method of supplying i

fresh air without draft to a school-room, appeaicd
in the pages ofthe Builder, 1t may be deseribed
as an air-box made of sheet iron, and placed hehind
or connccted with a stove. The box is con-
nected by an air-shaft with the outside wall, and

. . . . -
has an inlet pipe above, which admits the fresh air

intothe room. In passing through the **box ™
the air becomes slightly warmed in winter, when
there is a firein the stove, and it is a gogd ventil:
ating shaft in summer. It is most effective when
it is most required, f.e., when other openings,
doots and windows, are closed.  Its advamage
over the old plan of a simple opening under the
stove, is that there is no danger of ditt or ashes
falling into it and filling it up. 1 may add that {
desipned it twelve months ago, for a board school
in Leicester, where it has been found to work
admirably. The fresh air inlet pipe could be
taken to any part of a room where the stove might
be placed. —/Svhange.

A svccsstur meeting of the teachers of Bay-
ham was held in Vienna High School butding on
Saturday, 20th ult.  This is the second of a series
of township institutes being formed by Inspector
Atkin.  The officers elected are ; President, Wm.
Inman, Vienna; vice president, Wilson R, Smith,
Port Burwell : secretary-treasurer, Miss Maggie
Young, Staffordville. It was decided to hold the
institute three times a year, and that the neat
meeting e held on Saturday, May joth. The
 Teachers’ Reading Course ™ was discussed, and
the teachers unanimously decided to read Fitch's

" tear !
" tear be black ¥°

Table Talk

CWHAT i this?” shouted the teacher, poning
to an ink bloton a boy's book. The boy addressed
wmeekly replied, ** I think it is a tear, sin.™  “A
" thundered the teacher.  “ IHow could a
The meck, but not ingenious
youth thus gave answer: ¢ I think one of the
colored boys dropped it, sir.”

A YOUNG school girl lately pureled her school
teacher with the inquiry : ** 1f the oldest child of
an Englich ruler succeeds to the throne, what
would happen if the cldest child was twins 2" The
pirl was very much surprised at the teacher’s in-
ability to answer off hand, and tricd to find ont
from her mother, but the question still agitates the
village, St Thomas Times, et al,

Tur: Caristian World is responsible for the
fullowing . Children are tanght to read Welsh
within the first two or three years of their attend-

, ance at Sunday Schuol, occupying about an hone

. of direct teaching per week.

Lectuzes on Teaching before the meeting of county

institute on April 29th and joth. The following

programme proved an interesting one ; most of the

teachers present entered freely into the discussions :
“ Literature in Public Schools,” ** Fitst Stepsin

Lessons in Reading.”  Mr. Ventrice, of the lngh

Why 2 Because
Welsh spelling, with ight exceptions, corresponds
with the sound.  Learning to read Welsh simply
means Jearning the alphabet, every letter, with
one exception, having its vwn sound.  Comnning
letters into syllables, and these into words and
sentences, is a matter of practice.

Cassell’s Saturday Jomr nal says: ** Correspon-
dents will greatly oblige if they will kindly write

; to us in longhand, and not, as many have done of
Number,” ¢ Public School Drawing,” and ‘¢ Firet ¢

|
|

school, Vicnna, recited ““The Death of Liule .

Joe,” and Reeve McCally, a former teacher in
Vienna and Post Burwell, addressed the institute

Mecets with.” ~St, Thomas Journal,

A very ripe scholar in what may be called the

f

late, in shorthand. They might just as well
inscribe in Hindoostanee, Arabic, or any other
out-of-the-way language.  There would be no
difference.  Not that we experienced any difh-

culty in reading the notes.  None in the least. On
on **Somc of the Difficultics a Young Teacher

uncovenanted branches of knowledge is lost to

us by the death of Dr. Birch. The Assyrian,
Chinese and Egyptian languages are not included
at Oxford ur Cambrige, or any other English vni-
versity, among the subjects for examination.  They
are not taught because they would not pay, we are
always told.  Why Latin and Greek can be made

the contrary, many of them arc extremely well
written, and deserve the warmest praise.  But this
is not a ohorthand journal, and we cannot sparc
the time to attend to phonagraphic letters,”

FOOTPRINTS.
Sue's a great and varied knowledge, picked up
at a female college, of quadratics, hydro.
statics and paeumatics very vast, *

. She was stuffed with erudition as you stuft aleather

to pay better is probably a matter of pure accident ; '

but it secems likely that a long period may clapse
before an arbitrary restictionof this kindisformally
removed. The carcer of Dr. Birch shows that
cven the universities can appreciate the merits of

a scholar 10 whom Greek and Latin were objects |

of wholly secondary interest, who could read and
translate Chinese easily, who was among the very
first to decipher Chaldean inscriptions, and who
was undoubtedly the most advanced Egyptologist

in England-—nay, we might say, since the death a !

few months ago of Dr. Lepsius, in Evrope.  He
had never, if we are not mistaken, enjoyed the
advantages of a university education, and entered
the public service at the carly age of twenty-one 3

yet long before his death he wasa D.C.L. of O« |
ford and an LL.D. of St. Andrews and of Cam- !

bridge, and an honcrary Fellow of Queen’s Col-
lege. These well-carned honors were conferred
on him in acknowledgment of a proficiency in

[

stdics whick none of these universities recogmize
+

as within the sphere of human knowledge as taught
by them, —7/k¢ Saturday Review.

cushion, all the ologies of 1he colleges and
the knowledges of the past.

She had studied the old lexicons of Peruvians and
Meaicans, their theology, anthrapology and
geology o'er and o'er.

She knew all the (orms and featuees of the pre-
historic creatures-—ichthyosaurus, plesio.
saurus, megalosanrus and many more.

deseribe the ancient Tuscans, and the
Basques and the Etruscans, their griddles
and their kettles and the victuals that they
gnawed.,

She'd discuss—the learned charmer—the theology
of Bramah, and the scandals of the vandals
and the sandals that they tred.

She'd

She knew all the mighty giants and the master
minds of scieace, all the learning that was
turning 1n the burning mind of man.

But she couldn't prepare a dinner for a gaunt wnd
hungry sinner, or get up A decent sapput
for her poor voracious papa, for she never
was constructed on the old damestic plan.

~Lynn Union.
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In various Styles of Binding, with and
without Patent index.

The Latest Editior: has 118,000 Wards, and

. 3000 Engravings,—00 more Words and near-

v 20 more Engravinge than found in any other

merican Dictionary. ~ It also contains & Blo-

graphical Dictionary, giving Lrief facts con.

cerning nearly 10,000 Noted Peérsons., ‘Lo theso
features we have

JUST ADDED, (I885
A NEW PRONOUNCING

Gazetteer &&. World,

containing over 25000 Titles,
briefly deecribing the Countries, Cities, Towns,
and Naturat Fentures of every part of the Globe,
WEBSTER 18 THE STANDARD
Authority with the U. S, Supreme Courl and in
the Gov't Printing OfMce, and s recommended
by the State Sup'ts of Schools in 36 States, and
by the leading Coltege Presidents of the United
Statewand Canada,
The London Times #ays: It i the best Dir.
tionary of the language. !
The 'ferly Review, London, say«: It
i« tho best practical Dictionary oxtant,
T_’lo Calcutta En says: It is tha
most perfect work of the kind.
The TorontoGlobe, Canada, ray»: Its placa
isin the very highest rank.
The Now York Tribunesays: 1tisrecognized
L ]

as tho_most usefl existing “word-book "
of the English Janguage all cver the world.

It is an fnvaluable companion in eve hool,
and at every li'ireside.p Specimen riess‘cand
testimoninls sent prepald on nppl?:mlom
G. & C. MERRJAM & CO., Publishers,
Springfie)d, Mass., U. 8. A,

NOTICE

To Teachers and Inspectors.

——

Teachers and Inspectort will ablige by notifying any
School Furniture Manufacturers with whom they are
acquainted that specimenc of Sehool Furniture will be
exhibited by the Eduocation Department at the Colonial
Fxhibition,

Application muct be made to the Department or space

without delay.

REGISTEREKD.

< S MARK

For Consumption, Asthma, Hronchitis, Dyspepsia,
Catarrh, Headache, Debility, Rheumatism, Neuralgia, and
all Chronic and Nervous Dicarders.

Canadian Depository &

E. W. D. KING,

. - "‘\8"1-
Hgrion Cuas I ngln

I

s3: CHURCH STREET,
Totonto, Ong.

!

\ ~

THE EDUCATIONAL WEEKLY.

~“TI-;BS'_'[‘]-]:[_{, NEW SILVER CAROLS.

A COLLECTION OF NEW MUSIC FOR PUBLIC SCHQOLS,

~—CONSISTING OF—

Gllees, Quartets,

Duets, Rounds,

Solos, Songs, with Choruses, Marches, Ete.
ALSO A CONCISE AND PRACTICAL,

+

RUDIMENTAL

' Edited by J. 1. Leslic and W. A, Ogden.

Price, $5.00 per dozen.

DEPARTMENT.

Single copy, 50 cents. Owe

sample copy by mail to School Superintendent on receipt of 25 cents.  Specimen pages {ree to everybody.

! Address,

i W. W. WHITNEY, Publisher, TOLEDO, O

Q;a\TlSH AMERTOR

el

? - ARCADE, TORONTO. - .

i

'

Toroa10, September toth, 183s.

[
! A SCHOOL thoroughly equipped for Business Training, BOOKKEEPING, ARITHMETIC, BosSINEss
£\ Prumansuir, CORRESPONDENCE, SHORTHAND and TyeE-WRITING practically taught.

For Circular and Information address~

C. ODEA, Secretary.

#, STRHLSCHMIDT & CO., Preston,

of ‘School, Office, Church and
Lodge Furniture.

1
i Manufacturers

-

. Tue “MARVEL" Scuoor Desks

Patented January 14th, 1886.
&x8end for Circulars and Price List.
.

. ScHooL Prize Books.
Ontario School Book Depot, Whitby,Ont.,

' Have now in stock a_very large line of MiscerrLantous

i Books, just the thing for young people. Special terms to

! School Boards and Teachers for quantity. Write for Cata-
logue and terms, or if convenient, call personaliy.

STAFFORD & WILLCOX,

Dgveuert's Ruock, - WHITBY, ONT.

|
|
| B —
| Telegraph amd Eclectic Shorthand Institnts
) 31 KING STREET EAST. '
Bend}-o—;a'cular.
Evidence, &c., roported by experienced Stenographers.

!

A GooD INVESTMENT.—It pays to carry a_good watch.
’ 1 never lad satisfaction 1ill I bought one of Wrick &
, TROWERN's reliable watches, 171 Vonge Street, east side.
i and do¢ ‘outh of Oueen,

i Dr. .STERLING RYERSON
) o, Ear, Throat and Nosc Diseases.
| 31 CA.RCH ST, . - TORONTO,

We will send the Educational Weekly four
months, and the New Silver Carols, postpaid,
for $1.00.

We wijll send the Educational Weckly one year,
and the New Silver Carols, postpaid, for $1.c0.

We will send the Educational Weekly three.
months, and the New Arithmetic, postpaid,
for $1.00.

We will send the Educational Weekly one year,
and the New Arithmetic, postpaid, for $2.15.
We will send the Educational Weekly four
months, and Williams’ Composition and Pract -

cal English, postpaid, for $1.00.

We will send the Educational Weekly one year,
and Williams’ Composition and Practical Eng-
lish, postpaid, for $2.10. :

We will send the Educational Weekly three
months, and Ayres’ Verbalist and Orthoepist
postpaid, for $1 00,

We will send the Educational Weekly one year,
and Ayres’ Verbalist and Orthoepist, postpaid,
for $2.25.

We will send the Educational Weekly osie year,
and Stormonth’s Dictionary (Full Sheep), for
$7.30.

We will send the Educational Weekly ode year,
and Worcester’s Dictionary (Full Sheep), for
$9.50.

We wijl send the Educational Weekly one year,
and Webster's Dictionary (Full Sheep), for
$11.50.

We will send the Educational Weekly one year,
and Lippincott's Gazetteer (Full Sheep), for
$11.50.

Address—

EDUCATIONAL WEEKLY,

GRIP OFFICE, TORONTO,



