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The There may be some who wish to ex-
Records. tend the circulation of the Reconns
more widely. To introduce them to congrega-
tions and families that are not subscribers, they
will be sent from May to the end of the year at
the following rates, in parcels of five and up-
wards ; the PRESBYTERIAN Rrecorn for fifteen
cents, end the CHILLREN'S RECORD for ten cents.
Sawmple parcels of either Record will be sent free
on application.

Free Church The Free Church of Scotland
Jubilee. celebrates her Jubilee at the
oming General Assembly in May. Fifty years
ave come and gone since that grand scene of
843, when four hundred ministers with many of
heir congregations delibzrately gave up their
nlaries, manses and churches, for fecedom of
rorship, and started out, strong in faith, a great
hurch “born in a day.” The soreness of the
nding has been healed.  Good has come out of
eming ill. The great Trinity of Scottish Pres-
yierianism, and the smaller churches as well,
ave all shared in the quickened life of those
tirring times, and with their sisters in England
d Ireland, and their daughters over the seas,
ill rejoice together.
The ancient year of jubilee was marked by the
rgiveness of all debis. The Free Church is
ming at a like fecedom ; she has for some time
en raising funds to pay off all the debts upon
fer church property and is likely to succeed.
vhat many of her people long for, is a return of
the self-denying zeal of those early days. This
<annot be attained by great outward demonstra-.
tion, but by each individual living nearer to God
in secret prayer and the prayerful study of Ilis
word ; thus abiding in Him auy church will
bring forth much fruit.

The T, K.
Assembly. When the ¥Free Church Assembly is

celebrating its jubilee, taking in with glad looks
of gratitude the grand backward sweep of a half
<entury, and with hope and trust and renewed
consecration, the grander sweep of the future.
the General Assembly of the United States
which meets in May, will be sore vexed with
perplexing cases of discipline. Two professors
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in two of her Theological Colleges, havs been
teaching what many have believed to be in-
Jurious error as to the Bible and the teachings
of the Presbyterian Church with regard to it.
Dr. Briggs of Union Seminary has been tried by
the Presbytery of New York and by & small
majority acquitted; while the Presbytery of
Cincinnatti by a like majority came to an oppo-
site finding in the case of Dr. Smith of Lane
Seminary. Both cases will be before the
Assembly for settlement, to decide whether
these men shall be retaine ™ by the church as
theological teachers.

Let there be earnest prayer for our orethren,
that God would pour out of His Spirit, as a
spirit of love and of wisdom upon that great
Assembly, that He would send forth His light
and truth to be guides to them.

Church  There have been two conferences
Union. jn Toronto recently between represen-

tatives of the different evangelical denomina-
tons.

One thing of far greater importance than the
organ'c union of the various Protestant churches
is the cultivation of the spirit of unity and
charity towards those wno may hold a slightly
different form of doctrine, or prefer a ditlerent
form °of church government or worship. To
have the different denominations, each working
along its own hnes asg ab present, and, keeping
the unity or the spirit in the bond of peace,
marching side by side, under one tommon
leader, with one common purpose, against one
common foe, like sommanyregimentsin an army,
will be a far greater r.riumpﬁ of right and truth
than to have them. with varying tastesand ideas
as to doctrine, govermireult: And worship, brought
together into one creat y. having within it-
self the elements of divigion ana unrest.

With divergent tastes ana modes of thought,
organic union may not be asiainavle, but true
unity, peace, and neany all tne good that counld
come of such union, may now ve enioyed, If the
different denominations woulds infregard toeach
other, but put into practice the prmnciples of the
goschl which thev profess.

Neither should walose sight of the advantages
of this diversity ot denominational life. Some
can worship better with aritual ; to_others itis
ahindrance. Some think cougregatsional church
government the right mode, sonie Presbyterial,
some Episcopal, Let each live and worship and
work, where hecan liveana worship and work
the best, and all that is good in all the methods
will thus be brought into service for Christ.
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CHRISTIAN ENDEAVO:it COLUMN.
Montreal  The Committee in charge of
1883,

arrangements for this great Con-
vention are working vigorously to make it a
success, and report that in the matter of enter-
tainment they sre prepared to welcome ab
moderate rates all who come. Let the prspar-
ation for it, on the part of all who are interested,
all the world over, be earnest prayer that there
may be not merely the quitkening from the
impulse of numbers, but that which the Spirit
gives and which is abiding.

Our True  We cannot be too often reminded

Work.  brother and sister endeavorers, that
our great work is not in conventions, smaller or
larger, but in our own hearts and lives, in the
congregation with which we are connected.
The conventions are resting,learning,stimulating
times, from which we go to work ‘for Christ
and the Church.” Each one in our own congre-
gation,whatever be its location or denomination,
make its Sabbath schools more useful by your
presence and work, its prayer meetings larger
and more interesting and profitable by your
attendance and help, its Sabbath services better
by your unfailing presence and your earnest
prayer for God’s blessing upon the preached
word.

TheArtof The Westminster Endeavorer
Hearing. oives us good and much needed
advice in the following:- When you go to
church, show that you are & good listencer. There
is an art in hearing as well as in preaching, and
the one helps the other. He who listens well
stimulates the preacher more than he imagines.

Every earnest speaker knows how much he is
inspired by the earnest look of a single hearer.
But for your own sake listen inteuiﬁently.
Thereby you obtain instruction, cheer and com-
fort. The service grows in interest and does
not seem so long as it otherwise would. You
keep mind and heart open to the truth. God’s
blessing follows. Besldes, your example in-
fluences others. Your eager and devout atten-
tion encourages others, who note it, to do the
same, and you thus unconsciously put others
in the way of being benetited.

C-E.  The Imland, of St. Louis, gives in
Progress. yrief the history of the Christian
Endeavor movement in the following table :

Socieﬁ_c23. Members,

7 481

30 2,870

156 8,905

53 10,961

850 50,000

2,314 140,000

4,879 310,000

.................... 7,672 485,000
............. 11,013 660,000
................... 16,274 1,008,950
.................... 21 1,%i0,200

It also thinks that at the report in Montreal
the progress will be greater thun in any previous
year, as a result -of Dr. Clarke’s working trip
around the world. Dr. Clarke will be home
again to give the Society the benefit of his tour.

Oue Home IWork.

A donth  But one month remaing until the
for Work. closing of the Treasurer's accounts
for' the schemes of the Churzh, Let it be «
month of good honesteeffort, so that the various
departments of the Lord’s work, which, as o
church we are carrying on, may be sustained in
increasing vigor and pover,
The Wome  The students who have been
Field.  anthered for the winter to pursue
their studies, are now going forth to their sum-
mer's work, Many o mission field that has had
during the winter its silent Sabbaths will wel-
come the messenger of good tidings. Will sur
friends in these Home Mission fields permit two
suggestions. (1) Let there be earnest prayer
that the summer’s work will be rich in spiritual
fruit, (2) Let there be earnest effort in raising
means for the support of the gospel, that the
Home Mission Fund may be able to distribute
its benefits as widely as possible,

Our Own Forreview of the year anu planning
Assembly  for the future, is drawing on. The
great question before it will be our various
departments of work. There is our great Home
Mission enterprise, in the scattered settlements
of the older Provinces, and in the new and
rapidly filling territories of the North-west. In
this vast region the Lord is setting before our
church an open door. An opportunity is now
given that will not wait. The religious future
of that country and, in a measvre, of the whole
Dominion, depends upon the present action of
the churches., What was so recently a great
lone land will soon be one of theleading factors
in onr Dominion. If we wish to leave a goodly
land as an heriwge to our children, the North
West, while in its formative state, inust be
moulded by Bible Truth.

Then there is our great Foreign work, the
very thought of it an inspiration, uplifting the
world’s sunken millions, lighting this dark
world with the light of heaven, while on the
other hand, cut of the darkuess beyond, comes,
ever louder, the ery for lighs and help. O for
more of the Spirit of Him who when He looked
on a dying world, so loved, and gave.

Estevan. Here is a coal deposit in Manitoba
around which a city is springing up. This place
may help to solve the fuel problem for the Mani-
toba prairies, but while it means supply, it means
also demand for the gospel. Mr. T. H. Russell,
a student of Manitoba College, is laboring, there
and in three neighboring stations. The Wesiern
Missionary says: “We are glad that the old
Indian sacred shrine of the * Roches percées ™ S
being made to resound Christian prayer and
praise.”
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Home The receipts of the Home Mission
Misslons. Pund, Wastern Section, were, on the
irst of March, about three thousand dollars lcss
than at the corresponding period of last year.
Besides this, there are two special features to be
aoticed. (1) Last year there would have been a
farger brlance on the wrong side,but for a special
bequest of twenty thousand dollars, and, as there
is not the likelihood of such help being received
this year, the Fund will be, by s0 much, in o
worse position. {2) In consequence of the sum-
mer session in the Manitoba College, and the
larger expenditure, in consequence of having the
Manitoba students in the mission field, all winter,
the claims to be met will be heavier than last
year. Let us seek to make the state of the Fund
a call to more carnest effort. It is not loss ; it is
not unwise management ; it is the Lord’s work
pressing to be done, and demanding that we
‘“do what we can,” and we are far from that
standard yet.

A.and I Rev. Wm, Burns, who is laboring in
M. Fand. the interests ot the Endowment Fund
for Aged and Infirm Ministers, West, should
have the warm sypport and encouragement of
all. There are aged men in our Church who
have spent their strength for the Church, and in
her frontier work have received but seanty sup-
port, and who now in old age are largely depend-
ent upon this Fund from which none of them re-
ceive at present more than two hundred dollars
nyear. Common justice demands that those who
have thus given their lives to the work should be
provided for by those ‘who are reaping the benetits
of their toil, in the peace, safety and prosperity
of our country, which is in so large & measure
the result of that toil.

TEMPERANCE WORK IN THE CHURCH.

& HE letter on this subjeet in the January

“ REcORD” has borne much good fruit in the
way of enquiries about, and extension of, the
work. Itisalreadyevidentthat theplanof work
approved and recominended by the last General
Assembly is meeting a felt want.

In view of some of the enquiries made it ap-
pears that a few further explanations will be
helpful. .

It is not necessary that any Sabbath school or
Christian Endeavor Society should wait for action
of the Session before beginping the work. Of
course it will greatly help the work and encour-
age those engaged in it if sheir Session will show
an active interest in it by taking theinitiative,
and stimulating others. But there is nothing
to hinder any Sabbath school from beginning
work ab once. Allthat is necessary is to appoing
& committee on temperance, consisting of come
of the teachers and scholars, in any number to
suit the circumstances of the school. It shall be
the object of such committee, as fully as possible,

‘“ to interest the school in temaperance work ; to
give prominence to the quarterly temperance les-
son ; to secure the signature of every member of
the school to the pledge ; to have the temper-
aunce exercise furnished by the Assembly’s com-
mittee used occasionally it the school, to or-
ganize and conduct, where advisable, o ““Presby-
terian Children’s Temperance Band,” and at the
close of each year to report to the Session the
state of the work under its care.

A simple constitution is provided for general
guidance, but details are left to the judgment of
each committee, which can work in the way that
seems best suited, in its case, to attain the objects
for which it exists.

The Constitution of the Christian Endeavor
Society provides for the appointment of a Com-
mittee on Temperance. Where such com uittee
is appointed all that is reqliired is to get pledge
cards and pledge books, interest the society in
temperance work and get signatures to the
pledge. All we do is to give work to this com-
wittee. Suchapplications as the following have
been received. ‘I have been appointed Con-
vener of our Society's Committee on Temperance,
and I want you to send me samples of your
pledge books and cards,” or, *‘ I enclose you §——
for which please send me ——-— pledge cards and
——— pledge books. Our Society has appointed
a Committee on Temperance, of which I am
chairman, and we are anxious to dosome tem-
perance work,” etc. Applications for samples
and supplies come from S, S. superintendents,
as well as from ministers, Samples will be sent
you to any address, on application tothe under-
signed. Pledge books are supp'iad at five cents
euch, ssiff pledge cards at forfy cents per 100, and
gummed pledge cards 3., certs per 100. Con-
stitutions and S.S. Exercises supplied free.

Sabbath School and Christian Endeavor Com-
mittecs are not confined to the young or ever to
members of the S.S, or C.E.S. in getting signa-
tures to the pledge. In some cases quite old
people have, for some members of such commit-
tees, signed the pledge for the first time ; but it
is ;i)art;icu larly among the young that the work is
to be done. . .

And what a hopeful workitis! It is hard to
reclaim the fallen and influence the old, butit is
comparatively easy to train up children in the
principles and practice of total abstinence. O
that every S. S. teacher and every C. E. worker
cou)'d 'be fully arouscd to the importance of this
worik !

"' may scem to many toosimple and somewhat
trifling, Simple it is, and purposely so, but
trifling it can never be. Look at_S. School and
C. E. Sacieties of our church to-day. Who can
estimate the mighty infinence for good if every
scholar, teacher and member of them was
pledged to total-abstinence ?

Let it be so, and inless than a generation this
drink curse, that so hinders the progress of our
church and country, may be swept from ourland.
Let there be earnest united etfort. Let our plan
of work be adopted in every congregation, by the
S.S. or S.C.E,, or the woman, or where there is
room. by all, and Iet itt be pushed with en-
thusiasm. ‘“Work, for the night is coming.”

D. STILES F'RASER,
Upper Stewiacke, N.S., 1st March, 1893.
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INCIDENTS OF OUR FRENCH WORK.

A French missionary, in his report for Febru-
ary, writes ;:—* Everywhere here the pcople are
anxious to hear the Bible read. I now very sel-
dom ask people to buy the Bible during o first
visit, but try to read intelligently, remember-
ing that the Bible, where read, must bear fruit,
Ihave about twenty families where I can read
for hours, if I choose, at each visit. These
families, one after the other, will ask for the
Bible, and will surely learn the way of life.
There are priests here in number to perplex and
persecute, It is then that people and pastors
have the best time.”

Another, for the same month, writes:~“1
made & chapel of the larger room of my house,
where we can scat from thirty to forty persons.
The meetings have been very quiet, and we do
not have any disturbance at all from outside.

Five families, including eighteen souls, are
about to give their abjuration to Romanism., I
receive much encouragement and help from the
English Protestants of this district.”

A third, underdate 4th March, says :—* During
this month I did not travel much, but took care
of the little flock. We had many meetings to.
gether, and the result was three demissions from
the Church of Rome, increasse in knowledge,
and, I hope, in grace. They have learned many
hymns. The children know a good many hymns
by heart. I had the pleasure of secing some new
faces once in & while, also people from Iles Verte
and Trois Pistoles.

“I came back last evening from K——,
Secretly a good many of the people there are
thankful to us for our visits to them, but they
have been so much threatened by the priest and
their neighbors that they don't dare even to
open their doors tous. Two families are brave
enough to do it openly and to resist the priest.
These two families are lending their books to
parents and friends miles away.”

From a fourth report (of a missionary-teacher)
we copy :—** The prospect for the future in our
field here at Chambly Canton is very good. We
are well received nearly everywhere. The people
in general are not so bigoted as in many places,
They begin to open their eyes, and I am sure, if
we work faithfully, it will not be long till we see
the blessing of God.

* Though I can only visit after school—after
four o'clock—I try to visit often thé Roman
Catholics whose children came to our school. I
encourage them to read the Bible, and more
especially the New Testament of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

“ Very often in the evening, when visiting at
a house, some ncighbors come in, and they ask
me many questions, thus giving me a good op-
portunity to speak of the Gospel.

‘ Here is ai example : On the third of this
month (March) I went, afterschool, to Mr.L——"¢
house and began to speak with him. About three
minutes after, three men, Irench-Canadian
farmers, camein. I asked them if they nad ever
gseen the Bible. One said  np;’ another said he
had no time to read, and the third eaid he would
not be able to understand it.

‘I asked the last one if he was more ignorant
than those who were listening to our Lord Jesus
Christ. These people did not call St. Peter to ex-
plain what the Lord told them ; they understood
him right off, etc. ‘Yo the other,who said he had
no time to read, I said, ‘vou will have to take
time to dig, aud, if I offer it to you, you will be
responsibie bye-and-bye before God if you refuse
1.’ To the third I sold a New ‘Testament.

“ By this timme two other men had come in—
both Roman Catholics. They asked me many
questions ; and, after I had answered by the
Bible, they said they would like to hear me
speaking very much, and invited me to come to
their houses.

By the will of God I will open a Sunday-school
on the 19th, and I will try to have a prayer
meeting during the week, as well as confer-
ences.”

Prom another :—* At our services yesterday
were four Roman Catholics. One, & woman, came
for the first time, but who had-come in contact
with our people. She told me that her husband
and children had resolved to follow her example,
and we could expect to see them at our services
next Lord’s day. Of the three others, one is a
young man who has taken a college course and
given up the Church of Rome. He has expressed
a desire to be visited and attend our services.
We have thus reason to be thankful and en-
couraged.”

From yet another :—* Itis a matter of great
joy to me to hear nearly every day from Roman
Catholics, ‘Surely, you will come to our home
this week ; we have not seen you this month
yet.! :

‘I had a strange visitor last week. A man
calls on me and says: ‘Sir, I am from St. A— ;
my name is Trudelle. Two years ago you gave
me this book on the road. I read the book. My
priest told me to burn it. No, sir; I won’t burn
it. First, here ig twenty-five ceats to pay for
the book, and now lxere is fifty cents to pay for
a Bible." I gave him the Bible, and, after an
hour of conversation, the dear man went away,
Saying : ¢ Yes, I will read. Come to see me and
pray again. Oh, I mean to know all about
Jesus." Another man came fifteen miles to get
a Bible. Courage, brother.”

There are many tokens that our French-
Canadian f:llow countrymen are getting weary
of their yoke. Give them the Bible, the charter
of freedom, and let them think for themselves.
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Dur Loveign JMissions,

The Oue fact which needs no comment but
Funds.  which should iead to serious thought
and earnest action, is, that from present indi-
cations, unless soma special gifts are forth.
coming, our Foreign Mission Funds will close
their accounts on the first of May with a large
balance against them ; that of the East probably
approaching eight thousand dollars, and that of
the West perhaps over twenty thousand.

In the East the debt was incurred one and two
years ago, in a special, and necessary, forward
movement in Trinidad, which is richly repaying
itself, while the income for the year will probably
meet, the current expeaditure and leave the
balance Dr much the same as at the begirning
of the year.

The West began the year with a balance Dr of
$2608. The estimates for the ycar are $10,612
more than the total receipts for last year, while
the receipts, up to April 1st, are $7,185 less than
at the corresponding date of last year.

Among the  Mr. Wilkie’s letters have been

Mangss  telling of o deep spreading move-
ment among the Mangs, the lowest class in
Indore. It isin some respects very wonderful,
a quiet Pentecost, and yet, it is but o repetition
of what took place in the Saviour's ministry,
when the “common people heard him gladiy”
and of what was told of His comiung. loug ages
before, that to the poor the gospel is preached.
Precious gospel, so often hidden, by their conceit,
from the wise and prudent, and revealed unto
babes ; a balm for earth’s wounds, a comfort for
carth’s sorrows, & supply foreavth’s wants, The
leaves of this trec are for the healing of the
nations.

Chincse Names  The surname in China is put
and Measures. first instead of last as with us,
e.. the names of the two first converts in Honan,
are, Chou Lao-chang and Chou Te.wen. The
first is the surname, the two last are the personal
name, should have only one capital letter, and
may ormay not be written with a hyphen. It
isasif we were to say Smith John, Jones Thomas.
There is in this & measureof sound philosophy. It
gives precedence to that which has gone before,
to the trunk of the tree, and treats the individual
as merely an attachment to the family and the
family name, the latest branch of the tree.

Theircities too are peculiar in their names, e.g.
one place mentioned by our missionaries is Wei
Hui fu. The first wo words are the name of the
city, the last word is the rank of the city, mean-
ing that it is one of the “fu” cities, Z.¢. oné of the
firstrank. The fu should be printed without a
capital letter. The idiom is similar to the old
English “London town.”

As to distances, a “Zi” the Chinese standard

|

of measurement, «s glven in missionary journeys,
is one-third of an Enylish mile. The above is
from Rev., John McDougall and will enable us the
better to understand our missionary letters from
Honan. .

Troublesin A lester from Dr. Smith on
Mouna.  auother page tells of new difB-
culties in the way of their work there. In a
private letter of a few days later date, 2ith
December, Dr. Smith writes.—* We have ap-
pealed to the mandarin and accused the ring-
caders, but six days have gone by and scarcely
anything been done.  So far from helping us the
mandarin issued a warrant for Jhe arrest of the
landlord and the man who had a prior mortgage
and who gave place to a3, This is the Chinese
way of doing things. The .nandarin is anxious
to side with the gentry and would like if we
would give back the place. I fearit is going to
be o tedious affair, and, however, settled, there
is not likely to be peace and quietness for some
time to come. Things look very dark at times,
but God is overruling all and in the er.d we wiil
see hetter His wise purposes.

Nothwithstanding the various troubles, the
attendance in the street chapel keeps up, and I
have a fair average of patients. We have had a
very busy year. We have the 5ld man Chow with
us now; it is grand to hear him in the street
chapel. Still later, New Years day, the situation
was unchanged. Later, 14th January, will likely
lose the place and get their money back.

A Eemi-Jubilee. The Presbytery of Trinidad
congists of our own four missionaries, two
ordained native pastors, and the pastors of five or
six Presbyterian congregations in the Island in
connection withthe churchesin Scotland. Rev.E.
A. McCurdy, late of N.S., now minister of Grey-
friars, the U. P. congregation of Port of Spain,
writes, that the Presbytery are celebrating the
semi-jubilee of the planting of our Canadian
mission there, by a series of meectings, like
Presbyterial visitations, to all the congregations
and mission fields, during the current year.
They began on the 3Ist March, at Tunapuna,
meeting with Dr. Morton and his people. *“ The
Presbytery will meet the Indian people and the
Indian people the Preshytery, and both together
the Master, inwotShip, instraction and the cele-
bration of the Lord's Supper.” AtDr. Morton's
request, Rev. Lal Behari, now for many years
Mr. Grant’s much prized right-hand man, will
preside on that occasion abt the dispensation
of the Sacrament to Presbytery and people. They
hope for much good from the proposed meetings,
in the way of promoting a sense of unity and a
spirif; of fellowship among congregations and
people.

As we look back over those twenty-five years
to the planting of that mission “ What hath God
wrought.”
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LETTER FROM REV. NORMAN RUSSELL.
Mmuow, C. I., Jan. 10th 1893,
For the RECORD : ’

ﬁERWAI is a village about thirty ‘six miles
from Mhow. It has a population of about
five thousand and is the seac of & Holkar Govern-
mentoflice. Besides this there are about thirty
or forty villages within o near radius and thus
it forms an importaut centre for work,

Thad beard about Berwar several times since
coming to Mhow, but it was not till some weeks
after returning from the hills I had an oppor-
tunity of visiting it.

One day about the middle of the rains, Raghu
and I went down to Berwai for the day; it
proved very wet but in spite of the rain we had
a very good ficld day. Yirst we took up position
near the temple and brought down the impre-
cations of the priests on our heads. Butb these
were not as effectual in driving us away as a
heavy shower of rain which obliged us to seck
a cattle shed forshelter. Here our congregation
was considerably enlarged and proved very
attentive,

It was not long however before we were inter-
rupted by a Mohammedan with the usual ques-
tlons, Who was the father of Jesus? &c. But I
would notallow Raghu to answer. I asked the
man if he tnew why Mahomet had established
hisreligion. Itwustoputdownidolatry “How
long have you been in this village?” I asked
again *‘about ten years.” Have you ever preached
against idolatry? “No.” “Well” I said “you
have never done anything to put down idolatry
yourself and immediately we christians come to
do 8o, instead of belping us you oppose us. Is
that right?” He was honest enough to confess
himself at fault and when after the preaching
we began to sell tracts our Mahommedan friend
was the first purchaser.

I was so much impressed with the importance
of this village and its site that I sent two of
the men to stay for a week or so during the
rainy season. On arriving they made arrange-
ments for a house, but their continued preaching
of Christlanity drove the landlord to put them
out and they had nothing left but to go to the
serai or open shed where native travellers lodge,
The change, though it gave them no place to put
their goods, proved an unexpected source of
blessing. Staying in the same serai with his
banya master was a young Mahratta Brahmin,
who for some ycars had been a seeker after
truth but had heard little of Christianity. e
was attracted by our mens' singing of their
evening hymn and came to enquire of them
regarding their religion  He soon became inter-
ested, and when, 1day or so afterwards, I visited
Berwai I was pleased to see the carnest look he
had, and the simple way in which he received

the truth. I was somewhat surprised however

at the end of the week to see him accompanying
our men on their return to Mhow.

It appears that when his master was leaving
Berwai to go into the interior, he wanted to give
up his position and stay with the Christians, but
the banya would not allow him. However he
had not gone more than fourteen, miles of the
way during which he said that his feet seemed
to be dragging him back every step, before ne
left his master and fled. He had had nothing
to eat all day and it was now late at night, heavy
rain had fallen and the roads were very muddy,
but nothing would deter him. He said after-
wards ‘I was afraid to stop at a village for a
drink for fear I might be detained.” About
midnight our men were awakened in the serai
at Berwai by some one calling them and they
arose to find poor Y— wet, hungry and tired
after his long run. He had left everything
behind him in his master’s gari, and being
hungry, our men wished to give him something
to ent. They told him they had food but sup-
posed he would not eat it as he would thusbreak
his caste, and offered him some pice to go intn
the bazaar and buy for himself. For a few
moments a struggle went on in his heart while
silent prayers were ascending beside him for
help, then he said ““If I am going to become a
Christian I must eat with the Christians,” and
he then and there abandoned caste and Hindu-
ism. Perhaps the first step was the hardest.

Y-— became an earnest learner and was soon
afterwards baptized. His testimony before
baptism was a very interesting one. I had
shown him the dangers he would encounter in
becoming a Christian, the loss of caste, friends
and associations, and the subsequent hardships
he would have to bear, nor would he find it easy
to earn his bread as a Christian. He replied in
a beautiful Hindi simile, that as the grain must
first be pounded in the mortar before it is it for
use so he avas willing to suffer if it was to make
him a better Christian. On the day of vaptism
he removed his Brahmin cord before the as-
sembled congregation and gave it to me. Ile
remained with us and became a teacher in the
school at half the salary he received from his
former master, and you will be pleased to hcar
of his steadfast adherence to the truth as it is
in Christ. He is an carnest worker and faithful
teacher, only last Sunday he came to tell me with
great eagerness that two of the people in his
Sunday school were wanting tc become Christ-
ians.

Work begzan under such auspicious circum-
stances was ncs to be abandoned. I paid a good
many visits to Berwai and talked with a number
of its leading men. Finally the Bhoras or Moh-
ammedan store keepers and the poor people
asked for teachers. Xsent a man Raoji to spend
part of his time with the Bhora boys and part
with the poor people. But again the Devil stop:
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ped us and again ho overstepped the mark.
When wo opened the school the Bhoras would
not send their children though they had given
us a written promise to send thirty six, and some
one had gone to the pooy peoplie and turned themn
completely against us, so that they would not
even recoghnize our men in the bazaar. I had
gent Raghu to live along with Raoji so that we
now had two Christinn families livingin Berwai.
There were of course n few childven 4vho
attended our school but instead of the master's
whole time being taken up with teaching he was
oable to spend the most of the day preaching with
Raghu in the villages, and never was ib more
needed. Insome villages they had never heard
of the Gospel before, and with very few except-
ions they listenced cagerly to the blessed messuge.

Among the exceptions however was o village
about a mile or so from Berwal in which Ilaghu
had had a fair hearing the flrst time he went to
preach. But a Brahminin the village influenced
them all agninst us to such an extent that no
one has listened to our men since. However,
they persevered, Raghu takiug his Sitere and
singing the bhajans from door to door.,

Among the villagers was a man who first
became interested by buying a tract at Neemuch.
This led to his purchasing a book in which
Christianity is more fully explained and though
he had no very definite idea of the truth he was
interested enough to come to our men and
enquire of them. For days he would follow
them around listening to their preaching. He
came to my Bible class one day in Berwai
and remained to worship with us. Tinally he
came up to Mhow and asked to be baptized. I
refused him however and told him to wait. e
seemed deeply grieved, but went away to his
work only to return in a few wecks and again
demand to be baptized. Though sufferingagood
deal at the time I had a long talk with him and
after prayer and much deliberation I decided to
baptize him. Tle again Lad to wait as I was

" unable for the service, but these trials gave me
more confidence in his position as Iknew he was
losing considerable money by neglecting his
work besides the expense he was at. It was a
solemnu service when we received him into the
Church,

He is a player on the dholik at weddings and
festivals. He has suffered a good deal of perse-
cution, his wife and children having left him,
aud the people will not now give him work ; but
be bears up under it all and I trust we will soon
see his whole family with many of his compun-
ions brought into the fold.

We have begun wot alsoamongst the women,
our Christian women going from house to house
teaching and singing. Miss Dr. Fraser has
opened a branch dispensary and one of her
women goes once a week to give medicine,

besides which the Christian men give ordinary
simple remedies.

We have great hopes of this district. The
Lord is working there. 1 believe in the Christ.
ians living among the people and showing them
by exnmple the Christ life; besides being able
to give them daily preaching and teaching, The
men are now off' tv a large villago some twodays
march from Berwai where the gospel has never
before been preached.  Such work cannot be
fraitless. The Lord seems to have clearly led us
in establishing ourselves in this centre and I
} trust that by Ilis grace the harvest is not far
distant,

One conviction however presses itself upon
me more and more. If the work develops during
the coming years as it has during the present
and as it gives every prospect of doing in the
near future, it will soon be beyond one man’s
power to overtake. We have another such
centre as Berwai, and a prospect of soon opening
a third. Is no one sufliciently interested in the
work of the Church, to say nothing of saving
souls, to come over and help us?

Faithfully Yours
NonryaN H, RUSSELL.

LET™"ER FROM MR, JAMIESON
TO HIS BROTHER.
Neemucy, C.1., Jan, 18, 1863,

ﬁl’ DEAR Dawson,~I have not much time
@o~  for a letter this week but pernaps it might
interest you to know of this days' work.

At 9.15 a.m. I started with two workers and a
tonga driver, all of us in a two wheeled buggy
called 2 ‘‘tonga,” for Jawod. A drive of nine
miles o er a very rough stony road broughtusin
two hours to the gates of that city. Ithasa
nominal population of 17,000, within stone walls.

Here we have had for some time a school,
which is in a flourishing condition. There are
three teachers,one a Christian and the other two
heathen, with 81 boys on the roll, 70 of whom
were present to-day.

Igave a partly cral, partly written examina-
tion to the following classes :—

1. Bible, thirty-five, with a few in a lower class
learning a catechism,

2. Urdu, two classes,

3. Hindi, five classes.

4. Arithmetic, three classes.

3. Geography, twoclasses.

6. History, two classes.

7. Grammar, one class.

I think about thirty out of seventy boys are
deserving of prizes.

There is one little fellow a little over 64 years
who reads in the Hindu fourth book, whom
none of us could puzzle in spelling as far as he
had read, and who is equally as geod in ail the
other branches that he takes up. If some friend
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in Canada could support this boy and give him a
fair chance of education, I have no doubt that he
would make his mark in any learned circle of
any couatry., He is not yet seven years old
about as high as your knee, and can answer
almost any question on the ten commandments
and the Lord’'s prayer without hesitation, and
knows the table up to 30 times,aswell as I kuow
four times four.

After this interesting examination was over
we all wenbto the house of the “Moonshee,” i.c
the native Christian who has charge of the
School. 1llis name is Mohammed Shau. Ile
prepared {ea and each of us uncovered his share
of what we had brought from home in the way
of bread, ete., and we all sut down on the fioor.
There are no covered chairs in o native parlor or
dining room. Thanks were given to the Great
Provider of all good things for IIis me=cics, and
we ate our bread and drank our tea together.

Therewe all went out to the bazaar to preach.
Some carried a big stick, called here “walking
cane,” others the ISoran, others the Bible and
hymn book. We only used the latter two how-
ever, and preached and sang for an hour and a
half, until I saw by the sun that we must move
if we were to reach home before dark, which we
did not do, because Hindustan people are rather
inclined to walk than ran, to sit than walk, to
lie down than sit, to sleep than all else. The
road seemed rougher than coming and the ponies
if possible slower, but we reached home at length
and amnow in good trim for a sound sleep.

This you will seeis one days’ work, not in toto,
however, for { had two hours this morning at
my desk beforel started out.

Yesterday we had our prize distribution in our
church rooms for the Anglo-vernacular school in
the camp here, the bazaar school in the camp,
old Neemuch school, and a school in a village
four miles out called “Jamunia.” There were
about 200 boys present and about 40 friends and
visitors. But I must leave that for another let-
ter and retire with a loving good night.

- W. J. JAMIESON.

LETTER FROM REV. WM. GAULD.
OUR NEW MISSIONARY IN FORMOSA.

R. GAULD, under date, Jan. Tth, writes in
ﬁ the Knox College Monthly as follows :—

We have only seen snow once and that on the
mountains tothe north of us, It was a welcome
sight, reminding us of home. The weather in
the plains is delightful, the thermometer rang-
ing from 58 degrees at night to 72 through the
day.

Oxford College here has just opened for the
prasent session. About twenty-five students are
in attendance. A number of these are married,
their wives attending the girls school.

It is to the onlooker most interesting and en-
couraging to see more than twenty students

preparing to preach the Gospel of Jesus Chrish to
their fellow countrymen, especially when one
thinks that the foreign missionary has not yet
been here twenty-one years., The foreign mis-
sionery is greatly needed and will be for years to
come; yes for generations; but the hope, the
great hope, for China’s millions is the native
ministry. This all will concede, but how best at
preseut to prepare and support this nativeagency,
is a question on which even thoughtful men are
not agreed.

I must tell you of one event which toolk place
Iately in this interesting field, Last Sunday a
new chapel was opened on the table land to the
South of Tamsuiabout three hours walk distant.
Dr. Mackay went over on Saturday and held
service in the evening, which was kept up till
quite late, and still the people wished to remain
longer,

I went over on Sunday morning, making the
distance partly by walking, partly by sitting in
a Sedan chair. The day was fine and I greatly
enjoyed the trip. If all the roads were like this
one, with no bridgeless chasms to cross, the
travellermight usca pony with adyantage. Asthe
roads are we have toadopt other modes of travel.

The new chapel was reached about 11 a.m.
There had already been two services and the third
was soon to begin. So many-werein attendance
that they conld not all be accommodated in the
chapel and they had to move to & grove near by.

With the ‘exception of a short address by the
writer, the services were, of course, conducted
in a language foreign to me. However, they
were intervesting and their drift was afterwards
explained to me by Dr. Mackay.

Qnite a number spoke, and with an ease and
freecdom not surpassed in Ontario. It was very
evident that the people were deeply interested.

One preacher spcke who had painted the idols
for the temple near by. An clder spoke, whose
office, when a heathen, was receiving answers
from the gods and delivering them to the people.

The one who seented to have interested Dr.
Mackay the most, was an old man, who, the
night before, stayed till cleven o'clock, hearing
them, and asking them questions. e had been
a Confucianist teacher for thirty years,

These Confucianists are the literary men, the
mosthonored, and also the mostbigoted and proud
among the Chinese. There areanumber of them
among the converts here, and some of them are
preachers, but, as arule, they are very hard to
reach. This old man got up and testifled that
the religion of Christ was the light he had been
longing Jor all these years. *The one God, creator
of the universe, holy, pure, almighty, was the
one he had found in the * classics’ and to think
that this Holy God sent His Son, holy and pure,
to save men—why, this isjust the Saviour suited
for us.” The man’s face was meanwhile beaming
with joy.
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LETTER FROM REV. J. ¥RASER
SMITH, M.D.
Hsiv CHEN, Dec. 12, 1892,

EAR MR. CasseLrs,—I wish I could write

you a letter full of encouraging news, but I

am very sorry { cannot do so in our present cir-
cumstances.

As you know we have been bargaining for o
new Compound for nearly & year, and in Septem-
ber the bargain was so far conciuded that we got
thedecad of mortgage and paid over about $310.

Shortly afterwards the gentry of the place be-
gan to bestir themselves and they tried te in-
timidate the landlord and get him to sell the
place tothem. They would not believe that we

,had paid over any money

We had 2 good deal of worry over different
points and at last the man who held a prior mort-
gage to ours consented to give place to us, so we
paid over about $400 more and received his
papers.

When this became known on the strest the
fight began in real earnest, and one day a crowd
of about thirty men rushed into the Compound
and bricked up the back gate as well as a gate of
oursleading into the said Compound. They did
not try to interfere with our men who were in
oneof the rooms, but they left four of their own
men to keep the gate.

As there was to be o large fair in the course of
afew days, we vhought best to take no notice of
their action, but the Mandarin was made ac-
quainted with the facts of the case.

Yesterday, the first day of the fair, 2 little
after noon, one of the landlord’s men came over
and requested that we should send over men and
locks to secure the front gate as the street peo-
ple were coming to take full possession of the
place, having in the meantime written out a false
deed.

We said it would be folly for us to do such a
thing with such crowds of people on the streets,
but while we were speaking another messenger
came to tell us that the crowd-had arrived, about
sixty in all, and that they meant to tear down
and burn the houses.

We said, “let them go ahead,” and soon we
saw a number of men on the roof of the largest
building tearing off the tiles. When they had
half of the roof stripped they began to desist, as
we thought, but the work was carried on in the
inside of the house.

Our men were turned out and the gate secured,
and their ideanow, we hear, is to undermine the
foundations in such a way as to cause the build-
ings to fall.

The crowd carries away the spoil, such as
wood, lumber, &c., and sometimes they fight
over the division of the things.

The gentry are the superior men of China, and,
ofcourse they do their work on & superior scales

Their real idea is to drive us from the place it
possible,

I look upon the present troubie as the most
critical, as well as the mose scrious we have
thus far had to face. We have had to accuse
over o dozen of the leading men of the place,
and thut means, that if we gain, we may count
them ag our lasting fees, and if they gain, our
stay here, humanly speaking, will be of short
duration.

But Jehovah is our God and our trust is in
Him. We need the prayers of the church in our
behalf,

Yours sincerely,
J. FRASER SMITH.

LETTER FROM REV. MURDOCK McKENZIE.

The following privaie letter is to Rev. John
McDonaid, who was one of the ¢ Honan band”
and who labored there till his wife’s health neces-
sitated their return.

sy CufN, HoNAN, Oct. 1892, -
My DEAR FRIEND,

The baptism of Mr. Chou Lao chang and Mr.
Chou T'e wen was a most interesting occasion for
us all. We had an opportunity of questioning
them bLoth closely while theystayed with us hers
and were delighted with the accounts we heard
from them. It was quite evident they had paid
good heed to the teaching they had receivead,
read carvefully the Gospels and tracts pointed
out them, knew fairly well both their letter and
spirit, and so faras we could judge were rejoicing
in Christ as their Saviour. All three of us
(missionaries) tcok part in the service, and
looked forward to the time when such cheering
sights shall be of frequent occurrence.

Work in chapel and dispensary have keptup
well all summer. Patients of all discriptioas
have continued coming, the majority from but
short distances but othersfrom regions, three,
four, or five, hundred i away.

A number of men came to break off opiunt using
and several we irust have done so, but this branch
of the work has not been so successful as we
could wish., There is no place in which patients
can be kept within the compound. They are
exposed to temptation when they go out, and a
few, unfortunately, thought they could take
opium at night and return to the Doctor next day
to help them breakoff. Dr. MacClure has carried
a large number safely through in Chu Wang.
He had food taken for them into the compound
and kept his eye on them during the critical
stage. We are trying hard for a new compound
but have not yet succeeded.

The attendance at the Street Chapel has kept
up remarkably well during the year. In thewet
season e had very few, and when farmers are
busiest, either sowing or reaping, we must expect
our hearers, who are largely drawn from that
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class, to be less than usual. At all other times
we have had very fair audiences.

I have had as many oppcrtunities of speaking
as were possible for me to take up. Freedom in
speaking hascomegradually. All dread of open-
ing my lips in Chinese was gone some months
ago. Itisnotan easy matter, however, to keep
many persons in an ordinary Chinese audience
interested in the Gospel story. Tmake noattempt
at delivering formal discourses, but invariably
endeavour to have one leading idea put in as
many ways as possible before their minds.

I have read mostof Dr. Griflith John's tracts
and pamphlets in Chinese in order to know how
a man of well-nigh forty years experience in
China puts the truth. IHis writings are far ahead
of any others I have scen, for popular purposes,
an@ he is conferring & hoon on missionaries by
having such admirable productions published.

Though during the hotfest part of summer I
had very little will for Chinese studies after
chapel, but I managed, in addition to his writ-
ings, to get through Confucius' works once, as
well as Psalms, Proverbs and Genesis from the
0Old Testament.

The attention on the whole huas been as good
as could be expected. We have the hall seated
with benches and insist on good order. ‘We are
not often troudled with the curious qeestions
which were hurled ot us the first months we were
here.

Scholars seldom deign to pay a visit to the
chapel and when they do are treated just as
others. No special attention or respect is given
them as their manner’ ordinarily is such as to
force one to think they mean to act as con-
temptibly as is safe for them in the circum-
stances.

We have had Mobammedans in from passing
boats at different times and usually get on very
well with them. My experience this summer
would not lead me to conclude that they are as
difficult to interest as the ordinary Confucianist
is. It surprised me at times to see the seceming
approval they gave to our statements and the
patience with which they listened.

Once or twice I have had a regular pitched
argument with a Confucianist.

About three weeks ago one dropped in along
with a Mohammedan from the same city. The
latter had been present on the previous day when
we conversed for over an hour. On the occasion
referred to the Confucianist came in with as
superior an air as it is possible for one of his ilk
to put on, and evidently meant to clear all before
him. He started right away with a series of
questions as to our foreign religion, the sage
Jesus, our right to be in China, destroying their
ancient customs, cte.

Having allowed him to follow his own bent for
a time, I endeavoured to take up each point he
had put forward, when it became evident thathe

was not to listen or to reason but to silence the
foreigner if possible. IFortunately I had been
reading Legge's Prologomena to the classics a
short time before and was posted on most Chinese
matters to which hereferred. It somewhat sur-
prised him to find that the Missionary kuew a
little of their literature, and when he stated that
he knew nothing of Christiapity and never
wanted to, his difficulties increased atevery turn.

A large number assembled but they behaved
admirably. There was no one to speak but my-
seif and yetideas came with great freedom. We
kept up the tussle for almost three hours. This
was the only time I felt disposed to show & man
up this summer, but he exposed himself to attack
on so many sides it was not easy resisting the
temptation.

We had a Buddhist in another day who occut
pied the time for about an hour with Chinese
and Indian mythology jumbled together. fIc was
a patient man, preserved his temper admirably
and seéemed willing to learn a little. I follow the
catechetical method in talking as much as possi-
ble. It seems to me best at this stage of our
work.

We had a visit a few weeks ago from a man
who lives some /¢ distant from Wei Hui Fu. He
got a copy ‘of Matthew and Mark ten years ago
and never knew just what the books meant
though he had read them. Hearing there were
preachers in Hsin Chén he came to to if we knew
of the dectrine contained in the books he pos.
sessed. e stayed with us two days, listened
attentively, enquired occasionally, and expressed
neither great surprise nor satisfaction. He
seemed a thoughtful man, but it was not casy
ascertaining how he felt towards what he heard.
Wehave not seen himsince but bope to meet him
when we 'go out touring. Some time later on
you may hear more regarding this man.

So far we can point to no ascertained results
from the summer’s work. We have been doing
2s well as we know how and leave results with
God. It would gladden and strengthen our hearts
to see men coming forward to enquire more fully
regarding the Saviour, but at present this encour-
agement is not ours. We prayand work for the
day when we shall see many uniting with the
Church of God here by open profession of their
faith in Christ Jesus.

I remain fraternally yours,
MURDOCK DMACKENZIE.

A little boy closed a short article that he had
written for onc of the meetings of the mission
band to which he belonged, with these words*
* It’s my opinion that all the foiks in the world
what has got the Bible, ought to send it toal]
those what hasn’t,” which expression was good
in sentiment if not correct in its English.
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WOMEN IN THE NEW HEBRIDES.
LETTER FROM REV. J, ANNAND.
Sydney, N. S. W., 8 Dec. 1892,

@?\Y Drar SistEr:—You ask for something
@o¢ for your Society,

Yesterday afternoon I was addressing a meet-
ing of the Women's Missionary Association in
this city, and spoke to them about the women
of the New Hebride: from infancy to old age.

Femule infants are not destroyed there any
more frequently than the male. When infant.
icide prevails both sexcs are cast cut.

Little girls run about naked until they are
from five to ten years of age. In the North of
the group the latter age is about the usual time
for putting on a scanty covering.

Women’s clothing consists of beads, leaves,
mats, and grass skirts, varying in style and quan-
tity on the several Islands.  ®

On Santa and Malo in the North a few leaves
attached to a string around the waist, and quan-
tities of beads around the neck and waist con-
stitute the full dress.

On Malekula a small mat woven of Pandanus
leaves split, is the only covering. On Epi short
skirts from three inches to a foot in length made
from the fibre of the banana stalkk are worn.
Sometimes a dozen of these at a time are used
giving the wearer the appearance of a ballet
dancing girl. In the centre of the group the
heathen womien dressed more decently; in olden
times with black cloth (tappa) and in later days
with calico. A strap was passed under the belt
both before and behind with the ends hang-
ing down. Then a small picce was pendant
from the belt on cach side. Passing southward
we find the grass skirts several feet in length,
On Erromanga the skirt comes trailed on the
ground, but in Tanna, Aneityum &c the skirt
only comes to the calf of the leg.

Girls arc betrothed and married very young on
most of the Islands. In some places the infant
just beginning to toddle about is spoken for-
There are no old maids in the New Hebrides,
because none can refuse to marry here. The
wirls have nosayin the matter. They are bought
for so many pigs and are passed over to the buyer
just as 2 horse or cow may be in Canada.

The selling price varies on different Islands
from one pig on Futuna, where women are as
numerous or ¢ven more numerous than the men,
up to about twenty pigs on Santo, where pigs
are plentiful and women scarce.

Marriage ceremonies also vary greatly on
different Islands. In some places there is no
ceremony at all. The bargain is completed and
thegoods exchanged. Generally thereis feasting
among the friends of the bride and groom. On
Malekula and North Santo (at Bigbay) the two
front teeth of the girl are knocked out before
she is passed over to a husband.

In some parts of Santo we have quite an
elaborute ceremony connected with the marriage
of a man to his principal wife. Il fhe takes a
second or third woman there is no further cere-
mony. A man and woman may have been living
together for & year or more before the marriyge
ceremony takes nlace. The purchasing mus be
completed before & man takes a woman but not
so the ceremony.

The latter is as follows—The groom and his
young friend go Lo the village of the bride where
a feast is prepared, sougs are sung and probably
a dance is enjoyed. Towards midnignt the
bridegroom and his friends accompanied by the
bride and her friends, come to the village of the
Lridegroom at the outskirts of whiclt they are
met by the people of his village, where singing
and dancing are kept up until after sunrise the
nextday. If the bridegroom svish it they have
only singing. When the singing and dancing
cease the feasting is again begun. During the
day all who have taken part in the proceedings
are paid for their work in mats, food &c.

Now what are the women’s duties? Their
houses are only grass huts without floors orbeds
so there is no housework to perform. Dress-
making is a very light business, so the chief
work of the women consists in helping cultivate
the food used, yams, taro, bananas, also to
gather the fruitseaten. Sheprovides the zreater
part of the wood for cooking, and carriesit home
on her back. She also brings home the greater
part of the food from the plantations, generally
a considerable distance away from thehuts. She
does her full share of the cooking for ner hus-
band and all of her own as well. She brings the
water and besides all these she is the principal
servant and slave of the man. She is most
unmercifully beaten when sheneglects oruefuses
to do what he commands her. 1n old age she is
despised and neglected.

Altogether she has a swretchedly miserable
existence. Could you but sce the women in
these pagan lands, your heart would go out in
gratitude to God for your privileges.

The pagan woman’s’lot1s hard. Inlife and in
death there is no hbope. Yet even they have
their moments of joy. They have never known
anything better or different so they have no
desire to change.

Howerver, where the Gospel comes and awakens
new fear, and creates new desiresand aspirations
a change soon becomes visible. Therefore let us
be up and doing while it is yet day !

When sick there is no sympatby shown among
the pagans.

Shortly before leaving Sante on our present
furlough the principal wife of one of our leading
chiefs died. She waslongill. We used to send
her eggs &e. of which she was fond. One day 1
saw her husband and I asked him why they had
not sent over for some more eggs, he replicd,
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‘What is the use, ‘“Missi,” she is going to die.
It is only wasting your eggs! His idea was
that when her case was hopeless it was only
a waste of food to give it to her, she would die
anyway. .

I have frequently visited persons near to death
and found them entirely alone with perhaps a
bamboo or cocoanut shell full of water near
them and a few ripe bananas.

Sometimes & person may be dead for hours
before anyone knows it. Trauly * the darx places
of the earth arefull of the habitations of cruelty.”

On coming away from Tangoa we left two
praying lads from the village, with 6ur servants.
‘We hope that they may persevere in their good
resolutions. All was quiet around our station.

‘With our united love to you all I must say
good-bye.

Your brother, JOSEPH ANNAND.

LETTER FROM REV. A. W. THOMPSON.

Couva, TriNpAD, B.W.1L,,
January 27, 1893.
My Dear FATHER,

Our schools opened on the 16th inst., and, so far,
are in every way better attended, and a greater
interest shown, than before. Of course the
beginings must not deceive. When the yearis
older, and the rainsand floods come, the struggle
will begin.

The schools are in every way our hope. We
cannotget the old under instruction longengugh.
The parents generally are willing te send their
children to school, but, being very indulgent, if
the children dislike to attend, they do not force
them. We teach the children reading, writing,
arithmetic, singing, &ec., and, at the same time,
we teac] them the Bible and Catechism. They
are always taught to pray. The ten command-
ments are always an excellent starting point. It
is really wonderful how much the children
“pick up” of Bible truth. They are just like
boys athome. Our catechists work very much
as in primitive times. They go from house to
house dealing with individuals. When they can,
they gather & group together and hold an open
air service.

The Hindoos are very fond of music. If you
starta bhajan, 7.c. anative hymn, the crowd will
soon gather, if you speak and catch the eye of one
of them he will nod his head approvingly, as
though agreeing with every word you utter, if
you ask a question, you will find that probably
hehas not the remolest idea of what youare
talking about. The best way is to ask questions
and draw themout. Then, when they confess
defeat, tell them the Gospel story of salvation.

At onc of my wmcetings, a fellow, wise in his
own conceit, began to ask me questions. I drew
him on. He acknowledged that all men are
sinners.  Well, T said, what will you do for
salvation? Hereplied “ go tothe guru,”1.c. the
spiritual teacher This was a characteristically

Hindo answer. Isaid, “ How can the guru help
yau, he cannot help himself 2 If 2 number of men
fall into a dgep pitfrom which there is no escape,
will it be of any use to him to be the very best
man in the pit for help out of it?" “No” was
his reply. ““What then” I said. A man in the
auidence answered. * Somebody must send tielp
down who is aboveand out of the pit.” This was
the very answer I wanted and you can see how
easily we turned from this to the Y.ord Jesus
Christ, coming down irom heaven to help all
men out of the pit.

The catechists go about all over the country
visiting from house to house and telling the
story of God’s fove. Onemust hit sore to bring
these people to their senses.  John the Baptist's
message is theone forthem. * Repent, flee from
the wrath to come.”

The hospitals tpo are a place for work, * Visig
the sick " is & good motto, most sick people are
willing tolisten to the Gospel. But I often think
that there is no conversion so satisfactory as that
of a “ healthy ” man.

Whenever trouble comes, all Indians, Christian
and heatben, flock tous. I tell them that when
Satan was sick he was a good man but when he
got better he was himself again. The Hindi
mind takes in these aphorisms very much better
than do ours. They are greatly pleased with
proverbs.

In my field servicesate regularly held in eleven
places on Sabbath day and we try to have a Sab-
bath School at every station. A Christizn service
with us is much the same as with you at home.
Then when the benediction has been pronounced |
no one rushes for the door. All bow the head
and offer a prayer. Then there isa general hand
shaking and all set out for home. There isa
good hint here for some home congregations.

The work is promising, but it is a constant
source of anxiety. Day in, day out, the whole
time is given to it. Iam, however, in excellent
health. Inever lost a day or missed a service
last year. .

The weatheris pleasant now. Infactitisquite
cold. The thermometeractually fell to60 degrees.
You laugh at this but to us it does secm cold.
Many are suffering from colds. We are in the
dry scason now. The sugar mills are hard at
work.

A curious thingabout the climate is that there
is seldom any wind at night. Shortly after the
sun rises the wind begins to blow and it is
strongest  about noon. In the afternoon it
moderates and by sundown there is not & breath.
The nights are calm, and, Oh so beautiful, whea
the moon is full.

We have two seasons, the dry, from December
to May, and the wet from June to November.
Sometimes the whole year is wot.

With best love to all, your aflectionate son,

Freb.
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LETTER FROM MR. COFFIN.
San FErRNAXDO,
TRINIDAD, Dee. 1892,
My DEAR SISTER :—
#2UR College has completed a very successful
year's work and gives good. encouragement
for the future.

It isjust three ycarssinceIarrived in Trinidad.
There have been many changes in that time. Our
work here is progressingin spite of many difti-
culties.

Last Sunday I attended a very interesting
service, in the south part of this district at a
place called Oropouche. It isone of the country
stations and a very unhealthy district, conse-
quently no ~vhite people live there all the time.
Many Indians have settled here as do farmers at
home. They have small farms and grow cocoa,
cocou-nuts, coffee, &c. :

Christianity has made much progress among
them. On Sunday the church was crowded, per-
haps 200 persons present. It was communion
service and about 55 communicants sat at the
Lord’s table. Ibaptized 17 persons, received 10
new communicants and married five couples.
The services were altogether in the Hindi lan-
guage and the meeting was a very prolitable
one.

Wearenow about throngh the wet scasor, and
a web season it was this year, the heaviest for a
generation. In October the Island had quite a
hurricane which are very unusual in Trinidad.
Much damage was done but not many lives lost.
The weather is now pleasant not very hot for
Trinidad.

My health is good at present. I had several
attacks of malarial fever this year, but was not
laid aside long. A P. E. Island vessel from
Alberton was here last weel, bringing a cargo of
oats, potatoes, horses, &c. Sowe are enjoying
P. E. 1. potatoes just now. All this makes us
feel that the world is not so large after all.

‘Wishing you all tire best blessings,
Lver your affectionate brother,
FyrroN.

MRS. MORTON'S HOME FORINDIAN GIRLS.

SHE nature and work of this home was very

¢ fully discribed in a previous issue. Inthe
interesting report for 1892, Mrs. Morton writes
ag follows :—

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION.

This has been continued exactly on the lines of
last year. Six of the larger girls of the Tuna-
puna School aitended our Bible class held for an
hour or more every week-day except Saturday.

The weekly lesson was that set. for the teachers,
monitors, and others, by Dr. Morton, and all were
examined in it in the Friday cvening prayer-
meeting. The girls took pride and pleasure in
ruswering their full share of questions and in
this way Dr. Morton has, in the last two years,

taken us through the complete Old Testament
History with a sketch of the period between the
Old and New.

The Gospels and Epistles have been studied at
family worship, when Dr. Morton instructs on
the portion read, also in my Sabbath School class.
EBvery week evening is occupied by the girls in
committing hymns, catechism and Bible lessons,
principally in Hindi. Theselessons are repeated
to Dr. Morton and myself on Sabbath mornings
from 7 £ill 8 o'clock.

Miss Morton has made their Sabbath evenings
pleasant by exercises on Scripture subjectsin the
following manner. One girl chooses the subject;
the rest question in turn till suflicient informa-
tion is elicited to show them what character or
event was in the girl’'s mind—the guessing is
lively and the interest intense. The girls all
know a great many native hymns by heart and
are of great assistance in singing.

At St. Joseph they sing with the women after
service is over ; at Tacarigua they assist in Miss
Blackadder’s Sabbath School. These two stations
being only two miles distant east and west of
Tunapuna some of the girls go to each every
Sabbathafternoon. They also accompany Fanny,
our faithful Bible woman, on her rounds. Not
much older in appearance than some of them-
selves, Fanny is ever their kind friend and
adviser ; nothing deiights them more than to
accompany her in her afternoon work to visit or
hold a meeting. Several of the girls can give a
Séripture Lesson, or engage in prayer if needfal.

PRACTICAL TRAINING.

Including cooking, washing, starching, iron-
ing, sewing and gardening has been attended to
as usual. The gardening produces vegetables
for their tarkari, which eaten with rice is the
daily food. In the daily sewing class from 2.3¢
till 4 o'clock Miss Morton has superintended the

cutting and making of all their clothing. Taq
teach thegirls to cut and make their own dresses
(English fashion) is noeasy task. Five have
learneq this year to do it pretty well.  The same
girls who came into Bible Class have attended
the sewing class. Each girl has done her own
laundry-work, and taken her share in cooking,
In general house-work most of tham are now
expert enough to be very useful.

PROSPECTS.

In this, as in other wholly a icultural dis-
tricts, the number of girls fuuﬁf-ea to attend
school regularly, above the age of nine or ten
years, is very small indeed, hardly large cnough
even to supply the vecancies in the Home sap-
posing they were old enough and all willing to
come. The toil of training those who know
n_ot.lnn;é but toweed in the cane-picce, or to cook
rice and tarkari is very great. Still, afew of this
class are likely to be received ; some Christian
girls living on or near our premises, from about
nine to twelve years of age, are to be instructed
in our Bible and sewing.classes, &c. Mast of
them came into these classes this Yyear but not so
regularly as we could wish. Itis proposed thus
to continue work for these dear girls, of whom
Miss Morton and I sometimes speak as being at
once ‘‘ our torment and our delight.”
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Ghareh Hotes and Wotices.

The RECORD will be glad toreceive and publish
notes under any of the following headings. If,
in any case, such notices are omitted it is because
they have never been forwarded. Send acard.

CaLLs.

From Richmond, Que., Pres. to Dr. Kelloch,
Spencerville, Ont.

From Dominion City to Mr. W. J. Penman of
Elkhorn. Accepted. Induction 29th March.

TFrom Beaverton and Gamebridge to Mr. M.
N. Bethunc of Gravenhurst.

From Westminster Ch., Winnipeg, to Mr. €.
B. Pitblado of Santa Rosa, Cala. Accepted.

From St. Andrew’s, Lapark, to Mr. G. W.
Mills of New Westminster, 13, C., declined.

_ﬁmm Parkdale to Mr. D. Hossack of Orange-
ville.

TFrom Waterford and Wardham, Paris Pres.,to
Mi. L. W. Leitch of Point Edward.

From Fort William to Iugh TFraser, of
Treherne.

INDUCTIONS.

We regret that the nolice of Mr. John A.
Logan’s induction into Cooke’s Ch., Chilliwack,
B. C., in October last, was inadvertedly omitted.

Mr. D. Strahan into Hespeler, Guelph Pres.
Teb. 9th.

Mr. James Gilchrist, of Pierson, Man, into
Blytheswood, Chatham, Pres. Mar. 13th.

Mr. D. . Marsh into Onondaga, asin our last,
was incorrect. The call was declined.

REsiGNATIONS.

Mr. W, T. Farries, of Knox Ch., Ottawa.

Mr. D. M. Buchanan of Georgetown and Lime-
house, Toronto Pres.

M. Lawrence, of Emerson, Wis. Pres.

Mr. J. Pringle, of Port Arthur.

OBITUARIES.

Rev. James Russell Scott was born in Tife-
shire, Scotland, in July 1814 ; educated in IEdin-
burgh University ; entered the ministry of the
Presbyterian Church in 18495 emigrated to Can-
ada in 1858 was shortlv afterwards settled at
Perrytown ; in 1865 was called to Whitby ; and
in 1868 to Cambray. Owing to poor health he
resigned in 1875, At that time he wasappointed :
clerk of the Presbytery of Lindsay. On the 25th |
of February he fell asleep. i

Rev. James Watson D.1)., was born in Aber-
deen, Scotland, December 1st, 1824, Completing
his studies for the ministry, he came to Canada
in 1854 and _took charge of the united congre-
gations of Huntingdon and Athelstan. When
these were separated, e retained charge of the
Scecond Presbyterian Ch. in Huntingdon. He
has been for a number of years clerk of the
Synod of Montreal and Otlawa. A few weeks
since while visiting one of his elders who was
ill, Dr. Walson was thrown from his sleigh. !
Though he lived for several days he never re- '
rovered consciousness, and on the 2Ist of Feb. |
he breathed his last.

PRESBYTERY MEETINGS. .

Cbatham, Chat., St. And., 10th July, 10 a.m.

Lanark & Renfrew, Carleton Place, Zion,
May 23,1030 a.m.

Pictoy, New Glasgow, 4th April.

Stratford, 9th May, 10.30 a.m.

Sydney, Syd, Fal St, April 4th, 10a.m.

Wallace, Wallace, May 2nd. H

‘Winnipeg, second Tuesday in May, bi. mon.
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MISCELLANEA.

The Annual Meeting of the Woman'’s Foreign
Missionary Society, West., will be held in Si.
Andrew’s Church, London, Ont., on Tuesda).
Wednesday and Thursday, 18th, 19th and 20th
April. A large and interesting meeting is ex-
pected.

The oftices of Rev. Dr. Reid, the agent of the
Church at Toronto, have been changed from 170
Yonge St., to Gonfederation Life Building, ¢
Richmona St, East, Rooms (2-65.

The Books for the several schemes i the
oflices of the Agents of the Church will Le
gositivel\' closed for the year on Monday, Ist
May. AN moneys should be remitted by that
date.

Owing to the absence of Rev. Dr. Mackay at
the Free Church Jubilee Assembly, Synod Con
veners in the West, and Presbytery Conveners
in the East, will send their reports on the State
of Religion to Rev. Dr. Jackson, of Galt, Ont.

Communications for the Presbytery of Lanark
and Renfrew are in the absence of the clerk, Mr.
Crombie, to be addressed, for the next three
months, té Rev. Dr. Campbell of Renfrew.

Rev. R. Hamilton of Motherwell has been
nominated by his Presbytery, Stratford, as
moderator of Assembly.

Litevary Andices.

T MoxTHLY LEA¥FLET—Of the Woman's
Foreign Missionary Society, Iastern Division.
is a neat little paper of cight pages, the first
number of which has just been issued. Day it
aid much in decpening the missionary interest.
Price one cent per copy, 12 cents yearly, Address
Miss I. McCulloch, Truro.

Tug PrRESBYTERIAN CorNcIL Grotup.—They
did not escape. The photographer caught them,
and his department is in no wise behind that of
the others who had a share in the proceedings of
the Fifth General Presbyterian Council which
met last autumn in Toronto. We have 1vceived
a picture of the Conncil containing two hundred
individual portraits, representing twenty-seven
branches of the Alliance, and grouped according
to branch and nationality. It is thus a repre.
sentative Presbyterian pieture. As_a work of
artit is exceedingly clear and good.  In size 1oy
20 inches, it will be seat, unmounted, to any
address, for £3.00, J. Bruce, photographer, 12
King street west, Toronto. :

Wt s AND DAUGHTERS—Is a new twenty paze
monthly journal devoted to the interests of
women, and published _in London, Outario. It
is well printed and well filled with_much toin
terest and iustruct. Address _Wives and
Danghter, 418 Richmond street, London, Ont.
Price 10 cents, or $1.00 yearly.

The Binricar WorLb—Continuing the Old
and New Testament Student, _co~ es from {he
University Press of Chicago. Dr. Ilarper, with
assistants, is editor.  Vol. I, No. 1, of the new
series is in size and style much like the old, and
is characterized by its ability. Price $2.00 in
advance,

Tur JENNESS MinLer MoNTaLy | llustrated,
is a bright woman's magazine. Price 10 centa.
$1.00 per year.Jenness, Miller & Co., 114 Fifth
Avenue, New York city.

TuE SILVER Cress, the official organ of the
King’s Daughters and Sons, comes in attractive
form, 158 West 23rd Street. New York city.
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Family Givele,

DAVID BRAINERD:; HIS CHARACTER,
WORK, AND RELATION TO THE
MODERN MISSIONARY
MOVEMENT.

BY REV. W. D. SEXTON, DETROIT, MICH,

AVID Braixegrp: was one of a small but

7 brilliant galaxy of names that appeared in
the first half of the eighteenth century. Jona-
than Edwards and John Wesley were both born
in the same year--1703; George \Whiteficld in
1714 and David Brainerd in 181§ These are
names that still shine with unfading lustre.
Individually and collectis ely tirey made profound
impressions upon their own time, and bequeathed
to subsequent generations a rich legaey of Gospel
doctrine and Christian life. Both in ngland
and America they mrrested nhe ebbing tide of
spiritual life, and set new bounds to the mani-
festation of God’s power in reclaiming and sanc-
tifving sinful men. 1t is no exaggeration to
assert that they revolutionized thie Christian
thought and practice of their age.

In this group the names of the two Americans,
Jonathan Edwards and David Brainerd, are
indissolubly linked together. JonathanEdwards
was the representative character of New England
Theology; David Brainerd was the represent-
ative character of New Englaud piety. The
former has been justly cal)cﬁ “the apostle of
Christian doctrine ;7 the latrer, ““ the apostle of
the Christian life.” Each of these men exerted
a marked influence upon the other. Neither
would have been what he was without the other.
Taken together, they mark an era in the devel-
opment of Christian doctrine and the spirit of
evangelism,

David Brainerd was born at Haddam, Conn.,
April 20th, 1718, Me was born on a Sabbath day,
a tit prophecy of his holy life. According to his
own testimony, he was born again on a Sabbath
day, July 12th, 1739. He began his missionary
carecer among thie Indians in_April, 1743, and
died at the home of Jonathan Edwards in North-
ampton, Mass., Qctober 9th, 1747. For so short
a life, it was marvellous in its influence upon
subsequent genezations.

As a boy he was not remarkable for precocious-
ness, except along the line of unusual thought-
fulness upon religious themes. From a_boy he
was somewhat sober and much inclined to
melancholy, a characteristic which increased as
he grew older and at times became a source of
greab distress. Af theage of seven or cight he
became greatly concerned about his soul’s sal-
vation and was specially terrified at the thought
of death, His anxiety drove him to the perform-
ance of religious duties, but he fonud no satis-
faction in them. Me found it & melancholy
business, which destroyed his cagerness for
play. This concern, however, was of short dur-
ation, and left him at ease in Zion and without
hope in the world.

He continued in this state of littie concern
about his personal salvation till he was about
thirteen years of age. At this time a mortal
sickness prevailed at Haddam which greatly
excited and alarmed him. This turned his
attention anew to religious things, and from
this time onward he was much engaged in
religious duties; but-he found little satisfaction,
because they were performed, as he himself
afterward_discovered, from an_entirely wrong
motive. Just at_this time in_his lifc_he was
greatly distressed and saddened by the death of

his maother, His father had previously died,
he was thus left an orphan at Lhe age of fourteen.
Naturally inclined to melancholy and to morbid
self-introspection. these events deepened and
intensified the sombreness of his life.

At the age of twenty he began te apply him-
self to study, with the design of fitting himself
for college. According to the custom of the
time, he put himself under the instruction of his

astor, at whose home in Haddam he then lived.

Te withdrew himsel? entirely from the society
of young people, and gave himself exclusively to
his studies and religious exercises. He read the
Bible through twice in less than a year, and
applied himself assiduously to secret devotions.
These were years of intense longing after spiritual
comfort and rest, of consiant struggling with
the hardness of his own heart.

During this period we find increasing mani-
iestation of a marked feature of his character.
‘This was his habit of introspection. By it he
made the most careful analysis of his own
motives. and cultivated the keen discrimination
which discerned the difference between true and
false religion. So thoroughly and continuously
did he analyze his own thought and afiection,
that he looked upon himself s the very worst
of sinners. Sometimes he wondered that God
would permit such a wicked person as he to live.
The thought of our time is so occupied with the
material and the external, so anused to such
introspection and self-analysis, that we can
scarcely understand the pain of such spiritual
vivisection as Brainerd practised upon himself.
It is certain that what the theologians call the
“law work” was thoroughly and painfully
accomplished in him. [t is certain also that this
process laid the foundations broad and deep for
the remarkable piety of his after life. Unquest-
ionably much of the shallowness of spiritual life
in our generation arises from ashallow conviction
of sin, which precedes the work of Divine grace
in the soul. Many are now brought into the
kingdom of God by a hot-house process which
results in many ULlossoms of promise, but in
little fruit * brought to perfection.”

For months Brainerd groped in darkness gre-
viously burdened with o sense of sin. While
not asserting the necessity of such prolonged
agony in entering the kingdom, we may assert
with confidence that “in a_deep sense of sin,
more perhaps than in anything else, abides a
saving knowledge of God.” Gradually Brainerd
was led to see that all his relizions duties were
performed from a motive of selfishness, tosecure
his own happiness, and not from any respect_to
the glaryof God. The realization of his condition
greatly saddened and distressed him.

On Sabbath moraing, July 19th, 1739, ashe was
taking his customary walk in & solitary place, a-
new experience dawned upon his soul. He
describes himself as in_a mournful and melan-
choly state. He tried to pray, but found no
heart to engage in that or any_other duty. He
felt that the Spirit of God had quite left him.
After trying to pray for nearly half an hour, and
while walking in a dark, thick grove, a vision of
unspenkable glory opened to the view and appre-
hension of his soul. ~ This vision was a disclosure
of the character and attributes of God such as he
had never known. His description of it reminds
us of a stmilar disclosure of God to Isainah when
he was called to the progheticofﬁcc. His melan-
choly was dispelled, and he was so enraptured
that he says he was “delighted and captivated
with the excellency, loveliness, greatness, and
other perfections of God.” This_event marked
the beginning of an era_in his life. The peace
which he then rececived was not of sustained

duration. Gathering clouds soon dimmed its
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radiance. Still this was a real disclosure of God

to Brainerd, and he never forgot the radiance
and joy of that day.

In September following this event he eatered
Yale College. He began his college course with
great reluctance, lest he might not be able to
lead a lifi of strict religion. It was while at
New Ha* a that he came in contact with a
movement which very largely gave direction to
his whole after carcer. 1lis relation to this
movement gave rise to the saddest episode of
his life, and at the same time intensitied his
zeal for the salvation of souls.

‘This movement was rightly called ¢ The Great
Awakening.” It is diflicult now forusto appre
ciate fully the exigency which gave 1ise to the

movement. Practical religion had fallen into
decay. TYaith had decwyed into tormaliem.

Christianity had become with many a dogm.
At least it was no longer & manifest life in many
of its professed adherents.  Orthodoay consisted
in church membership and the kuowledge of
theological shibboleths. The complicated rela-
tions of Church and State were then still un-
settled. These relations made church member-
ship a political necessity, The result was a
church, many of whose mewmbers were utter
strangers to the cexperimental knowledge of
religion. It was openly maintained that piety
was not a necessary condition of church mem-
bership. It waseven claimed and publicly main.
tained that conversion was not & necessary
qualification for the work of the Gospel ministry.
With such notions entertained and defended, it
was certainly time for an awakening. The one
idea which was emphasized in this movement
:ll)bovi'e all others was the necessity of the new
irth.

We are gravely assured that this idea had
heen generally neglected, and in some Christian
communities was utterly unknown. It was like
the driven ploughshare 1in new soil. It caused
intense religious agitation, It gave a mighty
impetus to the cause of practical righteousness.

The movement began in Northampton, Mass.,
under the searchingand powerful preaching of
Jonathan Edwards.” Thenews of the remarkable
revival at Northampton spread and produced a
profound impression. The result was that
when Whitefield visited New England in 1740,
he found the soil everywhere prepared. Great
revivals attended and followed his work. It is
not surprising, when we consider the situation,
that the movement developed imprudences and
extravagances. We could scarcely expeet that
the wheat would be wholly devoid of chalil.
Amid much that was excellent there was also
much that was unadvised in action and utter-
ance.

The movement reached New Haven when
Brainerd was in his Sophomore year. His soul
was stirred. Ilis was just the nature to be
intensely moved by this religious quickening.
He entered into the movement with zeal and
enthusiasm. He himself afterward declared
that be was guilty of imprudences and indecent
heats.  In his Junior year animprudent remark,
in regard to the piety of one of the authorities in
the college, led to a difference between himself
and the Faculty which resulted in his leaving
college. . His_sensitive nature was deeply
wounded by what he cunsidered the unfair treat-
ment which he received in connection with this
event. The scar remained throughlife. Durin
the year and a half that followed he made severa
attempts at reconciliation. At the time when
his class graduated he presented to the faculty o
written apology, which is a model of Christian
forgiveness, courtesy, and fairness, It wasasad
day for him when he saw his classmates receive

their degrees, while he was destined to carry
throughlife the brand of an outlaw. He har-
bored no resentment, but this event deepened
and inteunsified the melancholy which was a part
of his natural temperament,

‘The interval of a little more than a year bet.
ween his departure from college and the begin
ning of his missionary career was spent in
preparation for the Gospel ministry. Two things
are pre-eminent in his experience during this
year; the first, a morbid desire to die, and the
other a passionate lunging for the conversion of
the heathen. ‘The sense of his own sin and
unworthiness, always so vivid, and increased
now by the refusal of Lthe college authorities to
be reconciled, threw Lim into great dejection of
spirits. He frequently breathed out his intense
desire to be freed from the burdens of life. In
his longzings for the conversion of the heathen
are manifest the risings of those characteristics
which were destined to stamp his influence
forever upon the world’s history. At this time
he declared that it wasno matter to him when
nor where nor iow Christ. should send him. ‘The
desire that God would enlarge His kingdom was
the constant theme of his prayers. lle longed
to be sent among the heathen, but the way
seemed closed, so that in August of 1742 he said
he had almost lost his hopes of God’s sending
him afar.among the heathen.

But while God was preparing the workman
for the work, He was also preparing the path to
the work. While Brainerd was pouring out his
ardent prayers for the heathen and longing to be
sent among them, God was stirring the hearts of
Christian men a Scotland and America to begin
a mission amony the Indians. In this very year
—1742 —the Scotch Society for the Promotion of
Christian Xnowledge appointed {hree ministers
of the Presbytery of New York as their commis
sioners,and authorized them tosend two mission
aries to the Indians. These commissioners
sclected a Mr. Horton as their first missionary,
whom they sent to Long Island. The second
whom they sclected was David Brainerd. Their
propeosal to him met a most hearty response.
e had been longing for just suchan opportunity
to ﬁlorif y God.

lis first appointment was at Kaunameek,
about half way between Stockbridge, Mass., and
Albany, N. Y. 1ere, in what was then a lonely
and melancholy wilderness, he began that career
of missionary work which for complete self-
abnegation and Joyal service has never been
surpassed and seldom equalled since apostolic
times. The privations of the most distant and
solitary foreign missionary at present ave not
greater than the privations which he endured.
‘or many months his bed consisted of a heap of
straw in a floorless log house. His food was
hasty pudding, boiled corn, bread baked in the
ashes, and sometimes a little meat and butter.
Of him it might be said_truly that it was his
meat to do the will of God. His complete aban
don to this work is evidenced by the fact that he
sold the little patrimony which he possessed,
and planned to use the proceeds in the Lord’s
work. He burned the bridges behind him.

It was the original intention of the commis-
sioners to open a mission at the Forks of the
Delaware, but for prudential reasons the cxee-
ution of the plan had been delayed. At the end
of Brainerd's first year at Kaunameek the way
appeared open to carry out the original design.
Just at this time he had several flattering calls
to accept the pastorate, but having put his hands
to the plough, Brainerd twas not the man to
Jook back. 1e declined these calls, and srarted
for what was then the distant post at the Forks
of the Delaware. He now manifested & growing
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desire to do some special work for God. e
himself says about this time, * Last year I longed
to he prepared for a world of glory, but of late
all my concern is for the conversion of the
heathen, and for that end I long to live.” 1t was
this passionate longing for the salvation of souls
which, growing stronger and stron%er, urged
him onward in his career of heroic toil.
In addition to his work at the Mission station,
he undertook long journeys westward to the
Susquehanna, to carry the Gospel to the Indian
settlements upon the banks of that river. These
Jjourneys were always accompanied with much
}irivation and sometimes with positive suffering.
'hrough the unbroken wilderness he pushed his
way, sometimes overtaken with storms, some-
times prostrated with a burning fever which
detained him in the lone and ternble wiiderness,
and yet through all his sufferings he uttered not
a word of complaint, except that he was naot
living as near to God as he ardently desired
When he reached the distant settlements no

comfortable lodging place awaited him. The
“prophet’s chamber”™ awaiting him was o

wretched corn-crib, into which he crawled and
passed the night, His thought was never of his
own comfort, He saved not himself. His anxie'y
was that God might be gloritied in himself and
in the extension of Christ’s kingdom. In the
midst of his incessant labors and fatiguing
journeys he was constantly suffering from poor
health. Sometimes for several weeks he would
be unable to attend to his accustomed duties.
At such times he was greatly distressed, not on
account of his personal suffering, but because he
could do so little for the Master. He longed to
domuch in & little time, and any cessation of
work made him feel that he was living for
nothing ; but in the midst of all his suffering he
was constantly breathing out his langing for
more conformity to the image of Christ., He
was constantly hungering and thirsting after
righteousness. .

He spent a little over a year at the Forks of
the Delaware together with these jowrneys to
the Susquehanna. At the end of theyear he was
more dejected and discouraged than usual
Thus after two years of prayer and toil, he had
not a single convert to encourage him. He had
been zealous in work, he had agonized in prayer,
but the fruit had not yet appeared. All this
time he had preached and taught through an
interpreter, and even the interpreter was still a
stranger to the saving grace of God. ‘This was
an occasion of great anxiety and sorrow ta the
lonely missionary. The truth which he spoke
with so much earnestness necessarily lost much
of its force through the coldness of the inter
preter. Is it any wonder that thisman, who was
by natural temperament inclined to melanchaly,
should become discouraged? He was so_dis
appointed and saddened that he contemplated
giving up the work at the end of the year; but
the dawn of a brighter day was nearer than he
thought. In ways that he least expected God
granted to him the desire of his heart.

At about eighty miles southeast of the Forks
of the Delaware was a small settlement of
Indians ai & place called Crossweeksung.  Brain-
erd determined to visit this place and present
the story of the Gospel. He found them peculi-
arly susceptible to the truth. They wercimmedi-
ately interested and impressed. The news of
Brainerd's presence and preaching spread abroad.
and the netives began to flock in from every
direction. It was here in the following eighteen
months that his ardent desires were at last
gratified. With increasing joy, we may say it
reverently of him, he saw of the travail of his
soul and was satisfied. The revival which now

accompanied his Jabors was one of the most
remarkable in the history of Christian enter-
prise.

! Suddenly there fell upon the whole Indian
population what Brainerd called “a most sur-
prising concern.” Irom all parts of the country
people came streaming in, eager to hear the
Gospel. They listened in speechless interest to
his preaching, and many fell down in frantic
distress of soul. The air would sometimes he
full of their cries for mercy. Multitudes were
overwhehmned with distress of soul

This condition was not brought about by the
presentation of the terrors of the law. Brainerd
did not preach to the Indians such sermons as
Jonathan Edward's famous sermon, ** Sinners in
the Hands of an Augry God.” 1lis presentation
of truth was rather along the he of what we
call the doctrines of Divine grace. He says that
under this preaching sometimes the power of
God seemed to descend upon the assembly like
the rushing of a mighty wind, and with aston-
ishing energy bore down everythingbefore it. He
compares it to  the irresistible force of a mighty
torrent or swelling deluge, that with its unsup-
portable weight and pressure bears down and
sweeps before it whatever is in its way.” This
was not a mourning which ended in tears.
Many of the wretched savages were rescued
from superstition and gross wickedaess, and
gave ample cvidence that they had passed from
darkness into the marvellous light of God's
children. .

It was painfully evident, however, that Brain-
erd’s work could not be long continued. His
physical strength could not endure the strain.
During this single summer he travelled more
than three thousand miles, often for several
weeks preaching nearly every day and faithfully
training the converts by means of catechetical
classes. Ie organized the converts into a church,
the first church ever organized on this continent
solely of Indian Christians, . i

The following summer, as he continued his
work, failing health was constantly pressing
upon him. Consumption, that grim monster of
discase_had fastened its relentless hold upon
him. Iis heroic efforts to_continue his work
are exceedingly pathetic. He did not give up
until absolutely forced by constantly increasing
weakness. In‘the spring of 1747 he reluctantly
bade his congregation farewell and turned his
ace to New England, still hoping even against
hope that he might rally and return to his
beloved people.

He went to the home of Jonathan Edwards, to
whose daughter he was eagag-d in _marriage,
with the ardent hope that rest might restore
"him to health. He there consulted the family
' physician, who told him frankly that his life was
) nearing its end. He was not at all Qisturbed by

this_announcement. He had too_often longed

for death to be terrified when told that it was

approaching. Ierallied sufliciently to make a
! visit to Boston, where he interested some pro-

minent Christians in the conversion of the
I Indians. To the very last he was consecrated to

his chosen work. The result of this visit to

Boston was the raising of money and the sending

of two missionaries to the Six Nations. While
! theve he was brought very low, but again he
! rallied and was pernitted to return to North-
ampton, Mass., where he died_at the home _of
Jonathan Edwards, surrounded by the tender
ministry of friends, October 9th, 1747,

He had not yet reached the thirtieth mile-stone
in life’s journcy—a short life, yet imperishable
in its influence upon _the progress of the
Redeemer's kingdom. It was a_life of deep
humility, intense longing after God, and magni-
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When duty called, he went
e lesson which he
himself drew from the long and weary gmlh,
before he reached the consummation of his
desires in the conversion of souls, was ‘‘that it
is good to follow the path of duty, even in the
midst of darkness and discouragement.”

Tv the account of his self-devotion, as published
in his journal, the modern Church owes more
than we can estimate for the spirit of evangelism,
which has given force to the missionary move-
ment of the present century. The story of
Brainerd had something to do in stirring the
mind and heart of William Carey, the *{ather
of modern missions.” Samuel Mills learned the
same story from the lips of his godly mother,
Henry Martyn was inspired to_similar deeds of
heroism in foreign lands. So the circle widens.
‘Who can measure the power of one short life
consecrated to the Master’s service? If Brain-
erd’s spirit of abandon to the cause and kingdom
of Jesus Christ were to possess the whole Church
of Christ, the fulfilment of precious prowmises
would be at hand. The story of his life will
never lose its power. So long as the Church of
Christ endures it will be told as an evidence of
the possibilities of grace in the individual, and
the supernatural power of an ever-present Christ
to work miracles of grace in the conversion of
souls.—Afissionary Review.

A BRAHMIN'S TESTIMONY.

3 STRIKING testimony, recently borne by a

learned Brahmin, in the presence of two

hundred Brahmins, oflicial students, and others,
has just been published.

“I have watched the missionaries and have
seen what they are.  What have they come to
this country for? What tempts them to leave
their parents, friends and countr{, {o come to
this, to them, unhealthy clime? Is it for gain
or profit that they come? Some of us, country
clerks, in government offices, receive larger
salaries than they. Isit for an easy life? See
how they work, and then tell me.

Look at the missionary! He came here a few
years ago, leaving all, and for our good. le
was met with cold looks.and suspicious glances.
He was not discouraged ; he opened a dispensary,
and we said: ‘Let the pariabs (lowest caste
people) take his medecine, we won’t; but in the
time of our sickness and our fears, we were glad
to go to him, and he welcomed us. We_com.
plained at first if he walked through our Brah-
min streets : but, ere long, when our wives and
daughters were in sickness and anguish, we
went and begged him to come—even into our
inner apartments—and he came, and our wives
and daughters now smile upon us in health;

Has he made any money by it? Even the cost
of the medicine he has given has not been
returned to him.

Now, what is it that makes him do all this for
us?_ Itis the Bible! I have looked into it a

ood deal in different languages. I chance to
znow, It is the same in all languages. The
Bible—there is nothing to compare with it in all
our sacred books for goodness and purity and
holiness and love, and for motives of action.
Where did the English people get their intelli

ence and energy and cleverness and power? It
is their Bible that gives it to them. And they
now bring it to us, and say: That is what
raised us; take it, and raise yourselves.” They
do not force it upon us, as did the Moham-
medans with their Koran; but they bring it in
love, and say: ‘Look at it, read it, examine it,
and see if it is not good.”™

ficeny heroism.
forward untlinchingly.

ATFRICAN WOMEN.

The condition of African women is most de,
eraded. A woman iy practically a slave to her
fatheroreldest malerelative before her marriage,
and afterward to her husband. She is condemned
to ceaseless toil inorder to provide forthe wants
of the family. Added to thisis thecruel practice
of wife-beating. A whip or scourge made of
the hide of the hippopotamus, cut in tails at the
cend, hangs on the wall of every Guinea negro’s
hut and is brought in use almost daily. 1In no
heathen country are the women more ignorant,
vicious, and utterly degraded than in this part
of Africa.

This sad condition is largely due to the uni-
versal practice of polygamy. There is no limit,
except of means, to the number of wives a man
may have. Infact, he is considered wealthy or
otherwise according to their number. There is
usually one who is called the “ chief ” or “head”
wife. She can tyrannize over the other wives as
much as she pleasesso long as she does not inter-
fere with the authority of the so-called husband,
whose will is absolute. Tavoritism on his part
may make the lot of some of his women more
endurable than that of others; but at the best it
is an unenviable one and shows how greatly they
need the civilizing influence of the Gospel.

Girls marry at twelveor ¢ven younger. Strange
as it may seem, considering their ill-treatment,
marriage is the goal of eery native woman's
ambition. They have no ferm of marriage cere-
mony whatever. The payment of a certain sum
or *‘ dowry ” by the man tothegirl's father is the
only thing required, and when'that is fully paid
lie can clitim his wife. Parentsfrequently betroth
their children when very young, and, though the
paying of the “dowry " may requireseveral years,
the bargain stands, for goods must be refunded
if the girl’s father wishesto cancel it. Thiough-
out the whole transaction the girl herself has no
choice allowed her.—M»s. Swan in Pres. Bun.

‘I USED MY TWO KNEES.”

A poor Chinaman had been the slave of opium
smoking for thiriy-nine years. Those familiar
with this curse know that the opium appetite
becomes a deeply-seated discase, and few v.ho
are once entangled in this snare of Satan ever
escape. Opium smolkers who profess faith in
Christ are looked upon with great distrust, and
dealt with with the utmost caution, for they
are almost sure to relapse into their former evil
ways. But this man wus rescued from opium
smoking; he was cured, and he stayed cured.
Oune day some one asked him how it was that be
had broken off the terrible habit, he answered:

“ I used my two knees 1"

How many people there are to-day who are
caught in Satan’s snares, who struggle to escape,
and sink despondent and despairing; who might
find deliverance as this Chinaman found it. They
use their tongues, they use their wills, they use
their minds, they make vows, and promises, and
resolutions, but they do not use their tao knees.

No man was ever overcome by temptation
while calling on the mighty God to help him;
no man need despond, though billows and waves
goover him; if a man will only pour out his
heart to the Lord, he may go down like Jonah to
the bottoms of the mountains, and theearth with
her bars may be about him ; but if out of the belly
of hell he willonly ery to God, the Lord will hear
and save him.

Tempted one, discouraged one, struggling one,
fallen one, use your two knrees ; you will climb
out of horrible pits, and mire, and clay on your
knees sooner than in any other way.—Sel.
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THE LORD'S WORK IN SPAIN.
BY REV. J. P. WIGSTONE, MISSIONARY, LINARES,
SPAIN.

Q

UST of late Iam up from Andalusia, where
€& my present work is visiting other brethren
—two of whom studied in the Pastor’s College,
London—and scenes of years ago have been
recalled by what is occuring here now. Tor
instance, I lately accompanied a brolhex:nuscxgm-
ary to a neighboring town to bury a child. The
priests and the authorities appeared at the
house where the dead lay, and azainst the
father's will forcibly carried the body away and
puried it in the Roman Catholic cemetery. An-
other brother was called to visit one of the con-
verts in a dying state, He had only justreached
the house when the priest made his appearaunce,
alleging that he had also been called.  He had a
number of witnesses. The house filled with
people, as is often the case here under similar
circumstances. ‘The priest raged and storméd
and held up his fist in the face of the evangelical

astor. The sick Christian woman, hearing the
gispmc about who had been called, cried out:
“Silence, all 11 wish to make a public confession.”
(Here the Friest, smiled, and approached gra-
ciously at the last }\'ord.) L am trusting only
to Christ for salvation through His death on the

cross; and if I die I want to be buried in the
evangelical cemetery.” The witnesses of the
priest told him they were needed no longer, and,
went out. What did the priest do? He went.
and lodged a complaint with the mayor that he
had been called to attend this dying woman,
and that the evanfelical pastor had throarg-uc‘d
him and hindered him in his duty The priest’s
wilnesses deposed that the woman declared
publicly she didn’t want the priest but the
pastor, and that the priest had threatened the
pastor and not the pastor the priest. The mayor
took doctors with him and satisfied hpnso]t that
the witnesses spolke the truth, the dying woman |
heing still able to say she wished nothing to doy
with Rome. i . H

A third friend has had his meeting-place shut,
up by order of the Governor of Corunna, The,
English ambassador has been commumc:m-dt
with. - Thisis a case of trying to show by law
that the door of the meeting-place must be kepb
shut at Santa Eugenia, when no such thing is
done in any other part of Spain, nor has been
done during the last twenty years! These are
matters of the present time, and make the past
matters along the north-west coast of Spain new
tome; and I will speak about the commence-
ment of the Gospel in these parts.

The first meeting in Galicia was commenced |
by the * pastor” before mentioned and myself in
the year 1875 in Corunna. After & montl's
search we got a meeting-place, and went to the
Governor of the province. .

* Your Excellency,” we said to him, “we arel
gomg to begin the preaching of the Gospel av)
Puerta de Arriba on Sunday night at six o'clock.”

* Who gave you leave to do that 2™ replied his
Excellency.

We explained tohim that the law only required |
that notice should be given to the governor ori
mayor, and that we thought it bust to give thet
notice in this case to the superior authority, ast
it was the first meeting of the kind held in all
the four northwest provinces.

“Let me tell you,” said the governor, ** that if ¢
you commenced such a meeting the people would |
tear you in pieces ; and I advise you for your own
sake not to attempt any meetings here.”

** Your Excellency, we have come all the way

from Madrid for the purpose ” (a journey then of
twelve hours by rail and thirty-six by diligence),
f‘ztnq’\ve quite intend to go on with the meet-
ings.

“Then” (here he began to be very angry), “I
warn you not ; and if you do, I will take you
prisoners from the platform. I can’t inflict
)l'('\.'io‘l,ls punishment, but I will begin when you
wegin,

‘“‘Lhen, your Excellency, the first meeting
tikes place on Sunday night at six o'clock,”

We left him, atter he had renewed his threat-
enings. I must say we did not feel very com-
fortable. We_were a long way from all our
friends; we did not know the people of Corunna,
but we did know something of Roman Catholic
fanatism. We went, in our extremity, to our
God, and cried for help. The day arrived for our
first meeting. “ Will the governor keep his
word? Will anybody come to the meeting?” we
asked one another, as my friend and I prepared
to go down_to open the door. Aswe approached,
sure enough, there were four policemen in full
uniform. ‘“Are they going to take us?” was
a very natural question.  The door was opened ;
two or three people straggled in. As the first
person entered, one policeman cried out ** Order I”
As another went in, another ¢ry of *Order!”
was heard ; and so we entered, and they roared
out “ Order,” and that word for the policemen
seemed to be the order of the day. * ’f')hey have
not taken us,” remarked onc of us to the other.
¢ We are not at the platform yet,” was the reply.
But we did get to the platform, and without
intervuption from the authorities ; preached with
all our heart and soul to a small congregation of
about fifty the glorions old Gospel of salvation
instant and free to the repenting sinner that
comes to the Lord Jesus Christ through *“Jesus
only.” These ocrasions of speaking to those who
have never heard the joyful sound before of the
great salvation have been amony the happiest of
our life. Would to God that thousands who can
do so would go into all the world and try it}

The next Sunday, at about4.30 ».1., we looked
out of our window and saw the square filled with
people of every class. *Whatever can be the
matter?” we asked as we looked out. The ser-
vant said, * Why, they have come for the meet-
ing.” Come for the meeting! Yes;anhourand
a half before the time there were about two
thousaud people there.
with curiosity. Iet us begin the meeting at
once. One went to open the door while we got
hymn-books, etc., ready, and when we went
down we couldn’t get in- the place was packed
with people in a solid mass. We went up to the
house, got down into the back yard by a ladder,
and with much difliculty got in at the back door.
Happily the platform was just at that entrance.
What & scene! The people were perched up
everywhere, even sitting on the shoulders of
those who occupied the seats. Well, wedid our
best to ‘“make the message clear and plain,” and
then asked the congregation to retire and allow
others to come in. They did; and in the others
came. We had another meeting. After it the
crowd outside cried: “Come and preach to us
from the balcony!” No, we had no voice left;
besides, if we had, that was clearly against the
law of ‘“No public manifestation,”™ and we
thought it well to keep within it.

Tor weeks people came from the villages near
as well as from the town; so that we were
obliged to give entrance by ticket. The Amer-
jean viee-consul was exceedingly friendly, and
took the tickets at the door asthe people entered.
‘When we appeared in the streets the folk stood
at their doors and starcd; came out at the bal-

Corunna was moved
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conies and stared. Why? Well, the priests for
- cencuries had been telling them all kinds
of queer stories about Protestants, such as
that we kee{) murdered children hanging up by
the feet in the cellars to be eaten ; that we had
horns and tails : and it was natural to be curious
to have the first glance at such wretches, Never-
theless, it was a good thing that the one subject
of interest was the Word of God, the Gospel of
Christ, for weeks in the whole neighborhood. I
may just say that we sold hundreds of Bibles,
testaments and Gospels, and distributed thou-
sands of tracts.

The archbishop drove up from Santiago to
annihilate us by a series of declamations against
Protestants. The people went to hear him
during the day, and us at night. They went out
of our mectings saying, ‘“‘I'he archbishop tells
nothing but lies.” Not that we ever weut into
discussions. No; we kept to the Gospel of free
salvation to the chief of sinners by Christ alone,
and the hearers drew the inferences.

Tbe Lord blessed the preaching to the salvation
of souls. “Iam of your opinions,” whispered a
man to us as we stood on the streetone day. He
whispered because newspapers were speaking
against us, and we had many enemies, “‘To be
of our opinions will do little for you. You must
be born again,” we answered. We had a long
talk with him about his soul. The next preach-
ing was from “The blood of Jesus Christ His
Son cleanseth us from all sin,” This man wasat
it, and next day he came to us and told us it had
cleansed him. P‘iis wife soon professed conversion.

His aunt, a bigoted Romanist, with whom
they lived, was in a dreadful way about this.
He spoke to her about the Gospels.  Oneevening
she was alone about meeting-time, and felt a
desire to go which she could not shake off. She
went, heard, believed, and brought her husband.
He was soon converted. The aunt had $42 (£5
10s.) worth of images in a glass case. She burned
them,and said : * Now, Jesus only is my Saviour.”
Women sold the butcher meat in the market.
Four of them were converted to Christ.

One, 2 woman over six feet high, had been a
notorious character—smoked, drank, cursed and
swore. She was soon known to be changed.
As she sold the meat I have scen her speak to
her customers about their souls. On onc occa-
sion she took up a piece of meat, gave it a_chop,
then looked at the customer and said: “If you
don’t go to church for salvation yow’ll be lost.”
Another chop at the meat and another chop at
the customer, and that finished that particular
transaction ; and then for another.

A man wasconverted, and his landlord called ‘

him from his village, eleven miles from Corunna.
¢ You must either leave the Protestant mecting
or my house and land.” “I'llleave the meeting,”
was the reply. “Do as I do,” said the landlord.
“Y read the Bible I got from them privately.”
“ We will,” said the tenant. So the tenant and
his wife read the Bible privately, and read one
day that Christ would be ashamed of them before
His Father and the holy angels who werec asham-
ed of Him. They feared that, word and
returned to the meetings. The Landlord called
them. “Yes, we have gone back to the meet.
ings. We are afraid that otherwise Christ
would be ashamed of us before His Father and
the holy angels,” said the man. ‘“You must
leave the house and land,” said the landlord.
“ At once; if you will allow me anything for the
1abor bestowed on it, well and good ; if not, take
it, labor and all.” The landlord was astonished,
and knew he would find few such honest men as
John, and said : ** Well, John, you can keep the

house and lands; and if any one molests you

about your religion, send him to me.” John
went home and oftered the larzest room in the
house for the meetin%s in his village, and shortly
after his wife and he gave a room =all ready
furnished with platform” and seats for Gospel
meetings ; and the meetings have been held in
it ever since.

Indeed, the work in Corunna and neighbor-
hood has continued till this day; not in our
hands ; but after we left to prrachin other towns
and villages of Galicia, the conwerts continued
the mectings till God raised up others to go on
with the work.

When we came out to Spain in 1873 we had a
conversation with the president of the college,
that Greatheart the Second—C. H. Spurgeon--
when he said : ¢“ So you ave going to Spain and
trusting God_for support in money matters?”
“Yes,” “Would you not rather go under a
committee?” *“No.” *“Neither would 1,” said
Mr. Spurgeon.  'We reckoned that if God wanted
us in Spain He would support us there: and
though many supporters have gone to heaven,
others have been raised up, and we have been
helped hitherto.—Mis. Rev.

SQUANDERING MILLIONS.

A newspaper states that one of the wealthiest
of America’s millionaires is intending to spend
one million dollars a year for ten years in build.
ing and beautifying a palace and its surround
ings; and this while there are homeless orphans,
helpless invalids, young people struggling for
education and for usefulness, and a thousand
million human souls, living without God and
dying without hope in the world.

There is one defect in the architecture of all
these palatial vesidences. They are noé death
proof. No matter how strongly they are built, or
how beautifully they are finished ; no matter
how many blinds, shutters, bronze doors and
storm decors they have, yet death finds its way
into them. In the most unwelcome hours and
at the most inopportune moments the unbidden
and unwelcome stranger comes ; and whatisaten
million dollar palace worth when sickness creeps
in at its windoiws, when death crowdsin through
its carved doors, strides across its costly carpets,
invades its inner sanctuary, and drags away the
one man for whose comfort and pleasure all this
expenditure has been incurred, and makes him
food for worms. Oh, how little is wealth worth
in a dying hour. It cannot purchase ease, it
cannot heal disease, it cannot bribe death.

TLhe Saviour has said, * Woe unto you that are
rich! for you have received your consolation,”
and the apostle has said, * Charge themn that are
rich in this world that they be not high-minded.
nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living
God, wlio giveth us richly all things to enjoy ;
that they do good, that they be rich in good
works, ready to distribute, willing to communi-
cate; laying up for themselvesa good foundation
against the time to come, thit they may lay hold
on eternal life.”

A great railway king was on his dying bed, and
when the stock markets of the land were trem-
bling in the balance, and prices were rising or
falling, with every rumor that came from the
sick man’s bed, he was saying to those around
him, “ Sing to me, sing

* Come ye sinners, pour and needy.’

0, how poor is the man who, in the dying hour,
leaves millions behind and takes nothing with
him. Blessed are they wholay up a good founda-
tion againstthe time to come, who send on their
wealth before them, and who make ready to be
received into efernal habitations when earth’s
vain glories pass away like dremams.
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Subbath School Lessons.

April 16. JOB'S APPEAL TO GOD.

Lesson Job 23 : 1-10. Gol. Text, John 13 : 7.
Memory vs, 8-10. Catechism Q. 35,

The time of Job was probably between 2000
and 1800 B. C., the time of the patriarchs, Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob.

‘“ We should by review get clearly before us
the progress of the poem up to the close of our
lastlesson. The good man is suddenly assailed
by terrible disasters and afiliction. Neither he
nor his friends understand the meaning. The
problem is ton hard for thém. Butin so far as
they attempt to give a solution or explanation,
they differ widely. Job knows he is innocent
and earnestly maintains it,  But his friends
declare that to say so is to blaspheme God as an
unjust Being, for, they say, a just God must
reward the righteous and punish the wicked.
If, therefore, He punishes any one, that fact
proves that are to be wicked. Such is their
reasoning. They do not see that there may be
other reasons for suffering.”

Each of Job’s friends argues the case and to
cach of them he repliesin turn. Thisisrepeated
three times, except with Zophar. They get
warm, excited, angry, because Job refuses to
confess his erimes,  They accuse him, urge him
to confess and repent, that God will restore His
favor if Job will only turn from his secret sins.
But Job gmduallv makes progress toward the
light, an though he cannot understand the
reason of the present iils he still believes that he
is innocent and that God is just, and that the
time will come when both his own innocence
and God's justice will be fully vindicated, and
in the faith of that he will wait and suffer with
patience till the change come. i

1. Longing to /iruf God vs. 1.4 His stroke
was $0 sore that he felt sure if he could only find
God and lay his cause before Ilim, He would
give relief.” Job’s knowledge of God was dim
but Wis faith in Iim was strong. Study care-
fully each sentence. -

II. Confidencein God's Justice vs. 5-1. “He
would give heed unto me.”

IIL. dssuranceof finulblessing vs.8-10. Right
and left I seck in vain for Him. " I find Him not
but He knows me, yea more, the time is coming
when He will show Himself to me. The firve is
sore but when the purifying is done I shall come
forth as gold.

1. God’s Providences often seem dark to us.

2. The true seeker will diligently search after
God even though all may seem dark.

3. Sometimes for a time, He hides Himself
from even the secker.

4. His cye is ever upon them and He follows

them with loving care. .
5. In due time all true seekers will find all of
Him that their hearts desired. .

6. Those who bLear trials in humble paticnt
trust and hope, will come forth from them,
purer, brighter, better.

7. Let us seek so to live that cvery trial,
trouble, and disappointment will leave us more
humble, more patient, more christ like.

A Christian woman once wrote on the fly-leaf
of her Bible the following words: *Lay any
burden upon me; send me anywhere, only go
with me; sever any tie but that one which binds
me to thy service and to thy heart.” Thisis true
consecration.

! JOB'S CONFESSION AND RESTORATION.

April 23,

Lesson Job 43 : 1 10. Gol. Text, James 5 : 11.

Memory vs. 5-6. Catechism Q. 56.

] The debate between Job and his three friends
has ceased. This ‘“greatest of all poems in
!'ancient literature, perhaps in all literature
reaches its close.” The three *‘friends,” with
their theory that sin brings puuishment and
that therefore Job must be a great sinner, have
I'brought- forth al! their arguments, and often in
a very unkindly tone and spirit, but they have
failed to move Job from his position.
i . Throughout the debate, they have grown more
}]mughty, hard, bitter, and unfeelingly unjust,
towards Job. Towards the end, Zophar, the
most narrow minded of the three, dropped out
of the argument altogether, and Elizphaz, the
| eldest and ablest of the three, in an ustter loss of
temper resorted to charges againstJob for which
he had not the slightest proof.

Then comes in-a younger man, Elihu, who had
hitherto been a listener. Ile saw the mistake
of both Job and his friends. He could restrain
].\}imselfno Jonger but broke forth into speech.
“Ihen was kindled the wrath of Elihu
against Job was his wrath kindled. because he
had justified himself rather than God. ‘Also
against his three friends was his wrath kindled
beeause they had found no answer’ (that is to
Job) * And yet had condemned Job.’

Elihu had seized the very root of the matter
on both sides. e condenses into two brief
sentences the pith of the claborate discussion
contained in twenty nine chapters.”

. *After Elihu had spoken and finished, then
God Himself speaks to Job out of the whirlwind.
i If he cannot penetrate the outer fringes of

God’s works, how can he presume to understand
the deep mysteries.” ‘Shall he that conde-
sendeth with the Almighty, instrues Ilim.”

At these words of the Lol Job bowed himself
down in humility. -Bechold I am vile what shall
I answer Thee? "I will lay my hands upon my
mouth. Once have I spoken but I will not
answer ; yea twice; but I will proceed no fur-
ther?”

L Job's submission and penitence vs. 1-6.
Freyious to this Job had justified himself, now
he finds the God for whom he had longed, and
he gets humble.  “Mine eye seeth Thee, where-
fore 1 abhor myself and repent in dustand ashes.”
“When he listened to his three friends he knew
he was not the monster they pictured him. He
was as good as they. But when he saw God, he
felt hisunworthiness and longed for forgiveness.”

IL. Job's friends condemned vs. 7-10. “Ye
have not spoken of me the thing that is right”
said, God; in the discussion, *‘as my servant
Job.”  Burnt Offering—They were to offer up a
sacrifice for their sin in thus speaking of him
and then Job would pray for them. * This was
:Lzlbit;ter but wholesome lesson of humiliation for

wem.’

III. Jol's wrestoration and reward v. 10.
“When he prayed for his friend,,” When he
reached that Christ-likeness in Spirit that he
could pray for those who had so censured and
misjudged him as Christ prayed for his murder-
ers, then his praying was complete and he was
in a state to receive blessing.

1. “We know nothing aright of God or our-
selves until he make it known to us.

2. “Self-loathing is the companion of truc re-
pentance. Ezek. 6: 9.

3. “The Lord is bountiful rewarder of his ser-
vants and a liberal repairer of their losses.”
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April30. WISDOM'S WARNING.

Lesson, Prov. 1:20.33, Golden Text, Heb, 12 : 25,
Memory vs, 20-23. Cubechism Q. 7.

Solomon's great wisdom was a special gift in
answer to prayer, but he must have been wise to
ask such a gift. Gathering around him a body
of wise men, himself the wisest of them all, they
studied all subjecss and formed a bright centre
of learning and wisdom_which attracted men
from all nations, 1 Ki. 1V ,33, 31

Solomon’s school of learning existed five cen-
turies before the wise men of Greece lived and
taught, and it is probable that much of the
wisdom of the latter was due to this source, just
as Solomon, while excelling in wisdom all the
men that ever lived, no doubt made use of the
gathered wisdom of previous ages.

Of his wise suyings on allsubjects three thou-
.sand were noted. Of these, a few, bearing upon
moral and religious subiects have come down to
us in the word of God.

The Book is called “Solomon’s,” because its
contents arc chiefly his sayings, though part of
it is due to others, the last two chapters, for
example, are the prayers of Agar and Lemuel.
Portions of it were gathered and arranged in the
days of Hezekiah, Chap. 25 : 1. but the main part
of it is of Solomon, hence the nanie,

“The book of Proverbs is the best stateman’s
manual that was ever written. Anadherence to
the political economy and spirit of that collection
of wise sayings would do more te rootout from
a people the causes cof extravagance, debasement
and ruin, than all the contributions to  political

economy,’ of all the great writers on that sub- |

jeet.”—Coleridge.

“The first nine chaptersrepresent & continuous,
grand discourse, which, after the introduction in
the first six verses, is mtroduced by the text,
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis-
dom.” This is indeed the theme of the whole
book, showing that no wisdom or morality which
has not its root, as its source, its spring, in this,
is not worth the name. ‘‘The wisdom of this
world is foolishness with God ”

1. Wisdom Calling, vs. 20 23.—The place of it;
vs. 20-21, in the place of public concourse : wher-
ever men do gather, there, if they have but ears
to hear,all around, their our experience and obser-
vations, speak to them of what is wise.

2. The substance of it, vs, 23, 23.—Three classes
areaddressed, v. 22, as in the first Psalm. Then
comes the promise, v. 23, God’s spirit cannot be
received unless there is o tur .ing from sin.

II. Wisdom Rejected, v. 21, 25.—Show some
of the waysin which this is done.

IIT. The Consequences, vs, 24, 24.—~Mock, God
does not mock, but, just as the weakness of the
body, the fruit of his own doings, mocks the vain
prayer of the debauchee for health, so man finds
in the misery of sin the mockery of the choice he
made. Shall not find me,—Men often long for
lost opportunities, but they cannot return. Fat
fruif—“Whatsoever a man soweth that shall he
also reap, v. 33, The way of peace.

1. ““God leaves none without calls and warn-
ings.”

2. “There is a too late. If the farmer neglects
the spring time the year is lost to him beyond
recovery.” So there is a spring time of oppor-
tunity for man.

8. Those who turn away from God destroy
their own souls.

4. Those who hearken to his calls shall be
quiet from the fear of evil.”

Mry 7. THE VALUE OF WISDOM.

Prov. 3:11.24. Golden Toxt, Prov. 3: 5.
Memory vs, 13-17. Catechism Q. 58,

*“The second chapter of this wonderful book
treats further of the excellency of wisdom, ex-
horts the student to scek after her,” and warns
against a_common and deadly sin. The third
chapter shows the rich reward of listening to
the voice of wisdor.

.

I. A caution, vs. 11, 12, Before setting forth
the value of wisdom and the blessedness of those
who choose her, the wise man gives a word of
caution to show that even wisdora doesnot free
from life’s ills.  This is the preat proablem taught
by the Book of Job, that even the gocd are sub
Ject to God’s corrections and chastisements, and
yet all in love and for their own good.” jod
sends us to His school because He loves us toy
much not too teach these lessons, Foolish par
ents can endure any pain for their despot child,
except the puin of resisting and instructing hini.
And, accordingly, they have sometimes to ex
perience the shame and _anguish of their chil-
dren’s curses ; like that Carthaginian mother, of
whom it is related that her son, a convicted
criminal, passingto exccution, requested that he
might whisper something to her, and, coming
near, bit ofl’ her ear, saying that it was his re-
venge for having brought him up so badiy.”

II. The value of wisdom, vs. 13-15.

Ilappy—Nomatter under what circumstances.

Merchandize—~It can do for one what gold and
silvercannot do. Every gain in it is real, lasting
"oain. None of the things—Men desire many
| things, health, wealth, fame, but none of them
! can be compared to wisdom, none will do for us
what it can do, none will last as it will.

3. Wisdom’s effect upon life, vs. 16-1S. Length
of days—Good habits give health of body, good
morals give peace of mind,and both tend to pro-
long life. Riches—Industry, honesty, and the
L fear of God, while theY may ncither win the for

tuncs nor the places that grasping ambition wilt
do, will on the other hand kecep as a rule from
poverty and want, Pleasantness—Peace with
man and peace with God makes a life a pleasant
thing no matter what its outward circumstances.
“It is by walking in wisdom’s ways, not in
pleasure’s ways. thatthe whole life may be traus-.
figured with a divine and heavenly joy.” 7vee
of life—1t gives the best both of thelife that now
is and of that which is to come.

3. The Lord’s wisdom, vs. 19-20.

The fact that it is God, infinite in wisdom and
power who both gives the charge and scts the
example of wisdom, makes it alf the moreim
perative.

My Son—Divineand human tenderness breathe
in the words. Grace--As @ necklace of jewelsis
to the body so is wisdom to the character.
Scecurely—The man svho keeps “wisdom” asa
companion can never stumble. A fraid—Peace
by day and sweet sleep by night is the reward of
a” conscience ab peace with 1tself and with God.

1. “ We should be submissive and patient un-
der trials.

2. Religion is more to be desired than any
earthly good.

3. Withoutit, though we may be rich in world-
1y goods, we will be found poor at last.

4, We should seek this best of all possessions
in the very morning of life.

5. Ask of God, and he will give you heavenly
wisdom.”

6. Whosoever will, may have this treasure.
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