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WE have departed freely from our usual *“make-up” in this
number, behieving that during the holidays our readers will care
less for the mere practical departments, such as examination
questions, literawre papers, etc., and will prefer the lighter and
more interesting articles, notes, and sketches, here set before
them.

Tsir annual Teachers’ Lxaminations are this year fullowed
by the usual, or perhaps, in this case, more than the usual, out
cry with regard to the unfair and absurd character of some of
the papers set.  Those in Algebra, History, and Grammar, are
the unes of which special complaint is made. We have as yet
suen but a few specimens of the yuestions complained of, but
feel bound to say that thuse we l'ave seen fully justify the'
sharpest criticisms that have appeared. If the. object of the

examiners, or the Department, is to cut down the number of
successful candidates for certificates tu the minimaum, why noL:
go about the business in 2 straightforward, above board manner
by raising the standard of qualification? To prescribe a cer-

done in the Algebra papers, or by setting unreasonably difficult
and comprehensive questions within those limits, is manifestly
unfair. If the fault is due simply to lack of judgment, or to
the overweening vanity of examiners—we do not, at this
moment, know the authors of any of the objectionable papers
—the Department must be singularly ill-advised in its appoint-
ments. The work of examining is, however, really a very diffi-
cult one, and worthy of being made a profession in itself. We
shall publish all the papers as soon as we can get them, and
may then have another word to say on the subject.

WE have received a choice *“Bouquet of Kindergarten
Songs,” with an introduction by Mrs. James L. Hughes, and
notes and questions by Mrs. Hughes and Miss Hartmann.
The songs seem to have been selected with great care, com-
prising only those which have given the best satisfaction and
results in the Kindergarten and Primary Classes. The same
care has been manifested in the directions for movements and
gestures, and will prove of great benefit to the teacher. This
manual will be full of interest and profit to the little ones.
Price, in paper covers, fifty cents.

Tue Commissioner of Agriculture for Ontario has arranged
with the Faculty of Guelph Agricultural College for the issue
of frequent reports upon Cropping, Live Stock, Veterinary,
Dairy, Chemical, Horticultural and Botanical subjects, with
such useful information as may be gained in the special
experience and researches of each of the Professors. The first
two bulletins have been issued. No. 1 contains some notes by
Professur Browa on the cost of producing thoroughbred cattle
and sheep, the conduct of different breeds in his recent
experience, and two or three other items of interest to the
Province. No. 2, by Professor Robertson, presents some points
for the attention of patrons of cheese factories and creameries.
These reports may, we should suppose, be made very useful
to farmers, dairymen, and others throughout the Province.

In our Educaticnal Notes and News will be found a brief
synupsis of some points made by Principal Austin, of Alma
Ladies’ Cullege, in his «ddress at.the late Convocation. There
15 nut, In our upinion, any question more vitally related to the
highest interests of Canada than the one he broaches. A
thoroughly equipped college for the education of Canadian
women is our one great educational want. As we have often
said, the opening of the doors of University College, Toronto,
was a simple act of justice, the commonest fair play. But it is
far from having setticd the question of University education for
women, for the rcion, amongst others, that but a small
percentage of young wouinen whu ought, for their own sakes

tain curriculum and then indulge in wholesale * plucking,” by jand that of the cow iy, to uhtain the highest menal < lure,

either going beyond the assigned limits, as is said to have been i

will ever attend tic mianad clsses of a collge wiich s
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primarily and specially adapted and intended for the other sex.
It is quite evident that such an institution as we require, 1n
order to be able to combine all the conditions of the complete
and symmetrical education needed—cducation of intellect and
heart and spirit—must be founded and conducted on the
voluntary principle. Here is a glorious chance for some
Canadian capitalist and philanthropist to estabhish a claim on
the everlasting gratitude of his countrywomen and countrymen.

WE have received a copy of Mr. R. W, Phipps’ repurt on the
subject of Canadian Forestry. Like those which have pre-
ceded it, this report is carefuily prepared and shows the results
of no small amount of observation and inquiry. Amongst
other information, 1t contamns an account of what has been
done during the past year in Ontario. It also sets forth the
results of extensive experiments in forestry in several parts of
the United States, which Mr. Phipps has visited for the pur-
pose of collecting information. A very suggestive chapter
treats of the planting of evergreens as wind-breaks, and a com-
plete list of the trees of Ontario, with scientific descriptions,
and much useful information in regard to value, uses, strength
of timber, etc, It is to be hoped that these annual reports
may be the means of arousing the people of Ontario to the
vast interests involved in tree culture and the prevention of the
wholesale destruction of our forests,

A vEky interesting and imporiant experiment is ahout to he
made by the Chicago Board of Lducaticn A conrce of
manual training is to be put on the list of the subjects of
instruction in the High School. It will, of course, b optional.
The programme will be so-arranged that those who wish to
take 1t can complete their work in the literary department in
the morning, and attend in the repair shop, to be established
under the management of the Board, from 1:30 to 4 in the
afternoon. Mechanical drawing and wood-working will be the
subject of the first yoar’s instruction.  If the resultsare encour-
aging, other branches of manual training will afterwards be
introduced. If we rightly interpret the signs of the times, this
new departure will yet prove to be a wide and extensive one.

THERE is no standing still in a live community There is
no finahty in- educational progress, or progress of any other
kind. The time to “rest and be thankful” comes .ot to the
true workman this side of the great hereafter, and it may well
be doubted if it will in the great hereafter itself. The history
of public school education diring the last half century is a
record of wonderful advance. No sanc person can doubt that
the progress has been real and substantial, that, on the whole,
a vastly larger proportion of the children in Europe and
America are being educated, and much better educated, than
was the case fifty—or even twenty years ago. And mn no
country has the advance made been more remarkable than in
(Canada. The methods of the public schools are incomparably
better, the facilities for the admission of children of all classes
are wonderfully enlarged, and the necessity or advantage of a
good cducation are realized by parents and the public as never
before.

ALy this being so, it is not strange that, to minds of a certain

type, 1t should now scum time to take a rest and congratulate )

ourselves on what has aiready been done. Many are, no
doubt, becoming impaticnt of disturbing criticisms and new
suggestions.  In fact, it has for some years past been quite the
fashion for friends and admirers of our Ontario public school
system, 1n particular, to speak as if we had at last about reached
relative, 1f not absolute, perfection. Qur system has been
lauded as “second to none in the world ” till many of us have
almost come to think-that.what so many are saying must really
be true, and that little is left to be wished or striven for in the
way of further improvement. Did not the late Chief Superin-
tendent of Education visit the most progressive States of
Europe and Araerica again and again and work out the results
of his observations in a composite scheme, which shuns the
defects of each and combhines the excellencies of all the best
schoo! systems is the world# And then has not the finished
wachine which wus the product of his skilful hand been
retuuched and perfected by subsequent Ministers of Education,
until at last it became possible, a year ago, to consolidate into
a single statute the result of all these master-workmen’s efforts,
and label the Bill, “ A Yerfect Public Schoul Machine, war-
ranted to run for years wn'no‘ut correction or repairs?”

"To many who think and reason thus, it will seém presumptu-
ous folly, almost sacrilege, to assert that our schools still fall
far, very far, short of any ideal standard, and to predict that
the next fifty years will see as much of réal improvement, and
possibly as much of radical change, as the last fifty—that the
subjects and-methods of instruction, the status and qualifica-
tions of teachers, and the relations of the schools to the
Government on the one hand, and to the public on the other,
are all destined to undergo renovatiun, if not revolution. We
should hazard little in such a prophecy. It is every day
becoming more manifest to thinkers that there are very serious
detects still to be remedied in all our schools. There is too
much machine work, arising mainly out of the requirements of
:he Department, and the want of flexibility in its programme
and regulations. Teachers, as a rule, are far too poorly paid,
and have altogether too much to do—too many pupils in their
classes. Irom these causes combined the profession cannot
retain in it the best talent, and men and women of ability
while in it lack sufficient encouragement to devote themselves
to their work with the true scientific enthusiasm, making each
child-mjna a special study, and adapting subjects and methods
to the wants of each. In a word, the science of pedagogy is
yet in jts infancy, and there are few fields which offer better
inducemenits to independent thought and effort, or wider scope
for new ideas and methods

It is to be feared that the American lady who was overheard
recently sharply condemning the High Schools because they
educate the children of laboring pznple “ out of their spheres,”
making them ““unfit to be servants,” is u by no means rare
specimen of a genus that ought to have bee: lorg since extinct.

The incident, however, contaius a hint for the teacher. The
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idea that all manual labor is essentially degrading, or that some
kinds of labor are in themselves less honoraule than others, s a
prejudice that dies hard, The true teacher should lose no
opportunity to help kill .it. The sooner the young of our
country-can be trainéd up to a practical belief that there is
dignity in all useful labor, and that the only diffierence,a good
education should make is to enable its possessor to do the
thing that Lies next him as a duty better than the uneducated
can o it, the sooner shall we be prepared for the blessings of
universal education in the good time coming.

Avrr.honor to Principal Taylor, of the Vincennes, Indiana,
High School, who, when the cight white girls in his graduating
class “wouldn’t graduate with a nigger,” let the little shoddy
aristocrats stay out 1n the cold, and went on with all the exer-
cises in due order for the graduation of the colored gul,. who
was the ninth. Such an .incident reacts in a way that is wure
to do good, and will help to root out a silly prejudice unwor hy
of a Christian land. ‘The incident reminds us of a similar

noble stand taken hy the President of a Nova Scotia college|

many years ago, before the emancipation of the chattels in the
Southern States. A colored youth, having presented himself
for admissin to the college, the young Bluenoses and their
friends made so much ado that the Trustees at last gave way,
and instructed the President that the negro must not be
admitted. “Then you must look out for a.new president,”
was the rejoinder. This was more than had oeen bargained
for. The President was a man they could not afford to lose,
so they counted the cost and theé colored man got his
education.

THE first end of all education is to fit its possessor for the
more faithful and effective discharge of every duty of lite, of
whatever kind. The second is to raise hum to a higher plane
in his 'ums, pleasures, and enjoyments. The man or the
woman'whose exccutive powers, fully developed and trained,
are employed in some good and praductive life-work, and
whose motives, feelings, tastes, and habits, are all lofty and
refined, is the peer of any other man or woman in the universe.
In the presence of such a patent of true nobility, all the

artificial distinctions of socicty are petty and ignoble. Let the.

teacher not forget to impress this great truth on the minds and
hearts he is moulding.

ENGLISH CLASSICS IN THE SCHOOLS.

W have frequently cxpressed our sympathy with the great
movement in favor of the English- ciassics in the schools, which’
has been going cn during the past few years, We do not
believe that the:reform has yet reached its highest point. The
college of the future, or rather one of the most popular and
useful colleges of thé future, will be vne in which the master-
pieces of English prose and poetry are made the basis of the
whole course. Months and years of the time now given to
conning by rote dry-text books in various departments of
classics, mathematics, and so-called * English ” studies, will be
devoted to the direct reading of the works of the great English

authors. Who can doubt that two or three ycars devoted
mainly to thk intelligent study of some of the principal works
of the best writers of each of the great literary epochs in English
history—and by intelligent study, we mecan study simply cr
mainly with a view to the understanding and appreciation of
the autl ers—would result in a better education for the two
gréat practical purposes of life, usefulness and enjoyment,
than twice the time spent, as students’ time is now generally
spent, in our schools and colleges? We do not believe in a
tiresome uniformity, and should not like to see all our colleges
shaped afier the same model. But we should much like to
see therexperiment tried of a thorouguly English college, or a

-thoroughly Enghsh course in some of our colleges. What iz

wanted, be it observed, is not to spend weeks or months in
critical and analytical exercises upon a few pages of a single
book, but an extcnded and varied course of real reading.  Our
attention has been freshly called to this subject by the -follow-

ing from the pen of Homer B. Sprague:

“ As combining mental discipline with the commonest
utility, the study of the English language and literature is unsur-
passed. It is not necess'\r) that the average American girl be
a linguist in Latin, or Greek, or French, or German, or Spanish,
or Itahzm, ot profoundly versed in any of these literatures;
but it is necessary that she be able to speak and write her own
Janguage with correctness, fluency, and elegance, and that she
be not ignorant of those literary productions of which the
English-speaking world is proud. ~ There is.in the great English
master-pieces an educating power of which teachers in general
have httle conception. Merely to be able to read the best
passag.s aloud, with just appreciation and apropriate-vocal
expression, is no insignificant attainment ; y.. it should be
insisted upon as an essential prerequisite to a diploma. And
why should not these great works be made the foundation and
the material for linguistic and rhetorical study, -as - the master-
pieces of the Greck writers have been from time immemorial ?
Form and style aside,—and perhaps we ought not to except
these,—is there anything in Aschylus or Sophocles richer than
in Shakespeare ; anything in Homer grander than in Milton ;
anything in Demosthenes nobler than in Chatham, Burke, or
Webster? anything in Plato superior in moral beauty to-the
utterances of Moses, or David, ur Jub, or Solomoh, or Isaiah?
Why, a thorough undcrstandln" of the three great English
classics,—the Bible, Shakespewre, and Mxlton,——“ould be hetter
than the educativua given in nine-tenths of the so-called colleges.
A systematic and progressive study of the English language and
literature through four years seems to me one of the most
desirable features in any institution for the superior instruction

of An.erican women.”

Speciul.
MENTAL DEVELOPMENT.*

Development.  The very idea contained in.this word implies a
great deal. It servos, on tho oue hand, as a corrective, and teaches
us that tho popular idea of education is wrong, viz. : thata childis
sent to school to have so much learning *¢ piled into” him, that tho
child is not a mechanical instrument upon which a teacher ¢an
operate at will ; while on the other hand, it gives us the true idea
of cducation, because cducation aund developnient are all but
synonymous terms, education meaning ‘‘a leading. out,” develop.
ment **adisclosing™ or *‘ unravelling,” or, more fully, the meaning

*A paper read by RRev, S. Daw beforo the North Gower Teachers' Association.
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I should give it, *‘the changing " or *‘ anravelling from an embryo
to a perfect state.” Development, then, is an abstract ea which
turns us back to look for the concreto, which we find as an embryo
or germ, or what is known as the mental capacity, the “mens.”
Here, in the ““iens,” as soon as the child breathes the broath of
life, wo ftind this germ porfect.  Whatever 1s not there contained
in that germ as the child comes from 1ts Creator ean never be put
there of the teacher. Just as in the acurn we see in gerin the fall

grown oak, trunk, branches, leaves, wrapt up tn so hittle & parcel,
80 .n this embryo we see, m a crudoe state, all the powers which are
alterwards to be educated or developed. The stately oak, in allits
grandeur, is the little germ (favoravle circunstances, of course,
co-operating) fully developed. The puny, sickly tree owes its
character to its germ, The fully-developed man is just that germ
unravelled by favorable circumstances which wincation gave it.
But the mental capacity lacking in any of these qualities, which we
shall speak of after, will defy the skill of the teacher. So we see
the work of the teacher is purely and situply to (if wo undovstand it
in a right sense) educate. ‘The child comes to him with powers
wrapt in this germ, which it should be hiz duty to unfold, to bring
those hidden capacities to light, and, especially, to show him how
to apply them.

Such being the case, then, it may be well to look and see what
the chuld brings to the teacher wrapped up in thisgerm. Thereare
characteristi~z brought to him which, if he has the quahfication
implied of the words ‘‘apt to teach,” he will try to discover, and
having discovered them, will make use of the same characteristics
which he has had developed in himself to bring out and expand the
mind entrusted to his care, These characteristics are Perception,
Tmagination, Memory, and Judgment, being the elements contained
in the germ. I shall treat of the fivst three in the foregoing order.

The Perceptive Faculty. QObservation is that exerciso of the mind
by which we obtain our ideas of external objects.  We may view it
as comprising two parts, distinguished respectively as Perception
and Conception.

The child's observation is from his birth, but this early form,
which is merely an animal act, bears the namo of Sensation to
distinguish it from the higher forms of observation of which we
shall speak. The child, in this early stage, is not conscious of any
distinction between himseif and the world without. As headvances
in age, he awakens to the consciousness that what he observes is no
part of himself, and that there is an existenco without him as well
as an existence within him.  Iis eye is fiwed on an object.  Ile puts
forth his hand and grasps it. Tho consciousness of its separate
existence, which only glimmered within him in the e<ercise of one
sense, is confirmed when he verifics the result of one sense (sight)
by that of another (touch). At this point his intelligent constitu-
tion begins to operato; his mind is acting through his senses.
This higher obscreation, which leaves a distinet impresion on the
obscreing mind, s called P’erception. It is the child's first intellectual
activity ; the first process, accordingly. which we have to consider
in speaking of intellect, or mental development.

Now, the Perceptive faculty requires specific cultivation. If
with untrained sight the child luoks at colors, he does nut accurately
distinguish them ; if he see a number of forms, say lines on a boavd,
he cannot tell their divergence from the straight ; if he sec a group
of things together, he cannot make an approximate estimate of
their nuber ; if, with untrained hearing, he listen to an incor-
ractly toned welody, he is not offended, nor does he derive the
pleasure ho is capablo of doing from perfect time. The object of
the cultivation we have in view is fo substitule sensibility for sluy-
gishness, and, through that quality, to impart trustworthiness of the
operations of the senses.  How, theu, is this perceptive faculty to bo

cultivated ? The medivm through which we observe is the sonses.

Theso seuses are to be cultivated by directing thom, in the fivat
instance, to the objects which each is fitted to observe. Tho sight
is cultivated by sceing, for which ond it wmvst be made te observe
light, and colors and their various she.es, and thoss physical
properties of bodies which it bolongs to sight to discorn, such as
form, size, number, motion, and distance. The touch is cultivated

by touching, for which end it must exercise itsclf on bodies to per-

coive thuse propertics which touch reveals, such as weight,hard-

ness, smoothness, toughuess, clusticity, and heat. Tho senso of
hearing grows in the presence of the various kinds of sounds, such

a8 high and low, loud and soft, sustajined and broken, lively and
plaintive ; whether they be sounds of the voice in speaking, musical

sounds, or the sounds of bodies in contact with each other. .And,

similarly, the senses of tasting aud zmelling are stimulated by

distinguishing, through actual observation, the pleasant and the
unpleasant, the sweet and the bitter, the sult and the acrid, and the
like, Tho senses must be exercised to discern tho several kinds of
qualities, cach senso acting for itself ; qualities cognizable by one
sense, ¢ ¢., touch must not be taken on trust on the testimony of
another, suct. as sight. The entire course of observation must be
accompanied with suggestive questions and information by the

teacher. Mer sensation will not of itself lead to tho result which
we aim at. A s+nge may continue sluggish where circumstances
present the most abundant materials sur its exercise. Some friendly
guide must awaken the slumbering curiosity by the incidental remark
or query, and by manifestinginterest in the result of observation.

The teacher's duty is, therefore, twofold : he must present materials
of sufficient varivcy to evoke the power of observation, and ho must.
guide and notice the results of the pupil’s observation and turn
these results into a stimulus to proceed further with tho process.

We divided you will remember, observation into its two parts,
Perception and Conception. Perception, wo lave seen, is the
faculty by which we recognize objects, when they are presented to
the senses, as having a separate existenco and as displaying various
qualities,

Conception is the faculty by which we take cff from any object
perceived an impression which wmay remain with it when the object
is absent, and by which we may recognize the object when it comes
under our notite again. This it does by distinguishing those
features which are essential to the object, and combiniug them into
a whole ; dismissing those which, heing accidental, vary with dif-
ferent specimens.  The image the mind may construct from one
specimen or from more than one. Thus of ““tree,” the image is
trunk and branches rooted in the ground ; of ¢¢ table,” flat surface
and legs ; in both cases, the mind tacitly dismisses such considera-
tions as the particular size of the tree and the form of leaves, or
the color and peculiar shapo of the table, and rests in the combina-
tion of the several features as giving an image of which it will
recognizo all trees and tables in time to come.  The mind, in fact,
takes u likeness of the object for its own possession, and the object
itself is, therefore, fres togo.  But that likeness, once in possession,
serves to identify the object agam ; and, woreover, for the mind’s
future use, it serves the purpose of the object itself. Thisisa step
evidently very much in advance of perception. If the mind were
not thus to take stock of its perceptions, and create an internal
world the counterpart of that without, it must always remain in the
state of intellectual infancy. It could think and speak of nothing
but what it may at the moment be lookingat.  Every fresh percep-
tion would be a new course of wonder, there could bo no compari-
son and no classification ; in short, no experience of things would
make us wiser. Conception. or, in commnon language, the formation
of ideas, removes all these obstacles to knowledge and progress.
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To cultivate tho Concoptivo faculty, the qualities which we scek
to impart to it avo (1) versatility, i.e., he must teach the child to be
ready in adapting his viows or sentiments to other positions or cir-
cumstances, (2) strength, (3) precision,

To glve it versatility, ho must accustom it to work over a wide
rango of objects that it may feel at homeo in various spheros of
observation. To give it strength, we must rely on fixity of atten-
tion, and therofore on the motives by which we seck to ostabllsh
attention ; all that we attain in educating the one bears upun the
other. The third quality is precision, which requires a further
cducationsl process for its duvelopment, becauso it implies somo
degree of the higher monta! acts of abstraction and comparison, and
if wo look at its lator form, we shall be obliged to say of reasoning,

also,
(2’0 be concluded next month).

RECENT EXPLORATION AND SCIENTIFIC
INVESTIGATION.,

The Director of the Geological Survey of Ireland, Professor
Hull, F. R.S., delivered the Annual Address of the Victoria
(Philosophical) Institute in London, on the 28th of May, on which
oceasion tho Institute’s new President, Profersor Stokes, President
of the Royal Society, took the chair. The report was read by
Captain F. Petrie, the honorary secrctary, and showed that the
Tustitute’s home, colonial, and foreign members were upwards of
eloven hundred, 4ncluding many who joined from a desire to avail
themselves of the Institute’s priviloges. An increasing number of
leading scientitic men now contributed papers and aided in the work
of bringing about a truer appreciation of tho result of scientific in-
(quiry, especially in caset where sciontitic discovery was alleged by
the opponents of religio s beliefs to be subversive thereof. The
author of the Address then gave an account of the work, discover-
ies, ang general results of the recent Gzological and Geographical
Expedition to Egypt, Arabia, and Western Palestine, of which he
had charge. Sketching the course taken by him (which to a con.
siderable extent took the route ascribed to the Israclities), he gave
an account of the physical features of the country, evidences of old
sea margins 200 fect above the present sea margins, aud showed
that at one time an arm of the Mediterranean had occupied the
valley of tho Nile us far as the First Cataract, at which time Africa
was an island (an opinion also aruved at by another of the Insti-
tute’s members, Sie W, Dawson), and that, at the time of tho
Exodus, the Red Sea ran up into the Bitter Liakes, and must have
formed a barrior to the travellor’s progress at that pertod. Ho then
alluded to the great changes of elevation in the land eastward of
these lakes, mentionirzy that the waters of the Jordan valluy once
stood 1,292 feet above their present height, and that the waters of
the Dead Sea, which he found 1,050 feet deep, were oace on g level
with the present Meditorranean sea margin, or 1,292 feot above
thely present height. The great phyaicial chunges which had taken
plase in gevlogical time woro evidonced by the fact that whilst the
rocks in Western Palestine were generally limestone, those of the
mountains of Sinai were amongst the most ancient in the world,
Tnc various geological and geographical features of the country
were so described as to make the address a condensed report of all
that is now known of them in Egypt, Palestine, and Arabia Potroea.
Sic Henry Barkly, G.C.M.G., F.R.S., moved a vota of thanks
to Professor Hull, and to thoso who had contributed to tho work of
tho Instituto during tho year, which included Assyriological juves-
tigations by Professor Sayco, Mr. Boscawen, and others; M
Maspero’s and Capt. Conder’s Egyptian papers; Professor Portor's

Eastern resoarchos ; also a roview of the question of Evolution by
Prolessor Vicchow, and thoe results of investigations in regard to
the subject of the origin of man, as to which it had beon shown by
Sir William Dawson, that geology divided the chronology of animal
lite into four *‘great periods™ ; in the first,—or Eozoic,—in tho
Geologi 1l as in the Bible rccords, were found the great reptiles ;
a.:d the last, or Tertiary, was again subdivided into five ** periods,”
and it was only in tho last of these, the ‘“modern” period, thet tho
cvidences of mun's presence had been found. Again, as regards his
ape descent, the formation and proportions of the skull and bones
of the ape considered most like man were found to be so different
from those of man as to place insuperable difficulties in the way of
the theory. 1In the gorilla, the high creat on the skull, which was
also found in the hyena, was absent in man, Also, among other
points, if the capacity of the brain of theanthropoid ape were taken
at ten, that cf man even in his savage state was twenty-six,
or nearly thrice as much, a very important fact when, as it was
known, any appreciable diminution in the brain of man wa> atonce
accompanied by idiocy. As regards the transmnutability of species,
Barrande’s arguments against the theory, founded on the results of
a life of research among the fossil strata, had not yet been over-
thrown ; and modern research clearly pointed to the fact that one
great bar to the transmutability of species lay in the refined and
minute differences in the molecular arrangements in their organs.

The preceedings wore concluded by a vote of thanks to Professor
Stokes, under whose presidency it was remarked that the work of
the Institute would be carried out with the increased help and
guidance of men of the highest scientific attainments, and in a
mannuer to tend to advance Truth, A conversazione was then held
in the Museum.

PETTY PERPLEXITIES.

BY EARNEST PEDAGOGUE, PEORI, ILL.

Not for the edification of the old and wise teachers is this feeble
effort written—no indeed, for they are wise wisdom personified in
the admiring eyes of those of us who are young inexperienced
teachors just entering on our pedagogical career. For the encourage-
ment of this latter class, to let them know that they are not the
only ones that seceming trifles trouble are these lines penned.

*T'was the day before Thanksgiving and I was expecting some one
from home to come to my little school amung the hills, after me
that night, for we were all going to Grandpa's the next day, and
so I was hurrying to get through my day’s work in good time, in fact
was hearing the last oral spelling class when a clear loud *Bo-heo-
hoo ¥ rang out with startling clearness. Looking overtheroomnImet
only surprised faces, but as tho noise was soon repeated, I was
astomshed to find that it was one of the largest girls in the spelling
class. On enquiring what was the trouble she held up her band
for mu to ace that a long splinter of ler slste frame had onterad
her thumb under the nail, and was causing severe pain, judging
from her sobsand groans. I forgot my hurry in my effort to extract
the unwelcome intruder, and also kept on hearing the lesson, after
a fashion at the same time. Whilo I was thus preoccupied sovoral
usually demure little individuals took the liberty of being rather
noisy. While one wag stealing an untimely lunch of bread and
batter, a larger boy was very anxious that the small boys should see
his sly endeavors to wear his hat in the schvol-room without the
teacher's knowiedgo ov consent.

Such was the scene that mot my eyes after performing the part
of surgeon and teacher at the same time. They wore called up at
once to givoan account of themselves, but failing in their attempts
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. . i
to make me see that they were “ doing nothing,” T reqeested them “ company.

to remain fter schoul. When the other pupls had left the bailitng,
the younger boys were crymg lustily ; so after a fow words of
reproof T dismissed them. But the big boy yet remained, and
what to do with him, or how to punish him, T reatly could not think,
for he had been whipped and turned out of school for each sue-
cessive winter for four or five years till now he ranked with almost
the lowest classes.  As for whipping him that was out of the ques-
tion, for he was a sinall hewy.set boy of seventeen with that hard
face, don’t-care-lonk which i3 so often seen depicted on the coun.
tenances of men old in vice. He was watching we as I went about
my work, coveriny the five and sweeping. and alwost hoping he
would talke ““leg bail " as wo often hear of prisoners duing, but this
he showed no sigus of doing and Tdid not know what T should say
to him.  After doing all the work T could find any pretence for, T
looked out of the window, and to my relief saw the carriage coming
for me, and T knew that iy time was necessarily short, so walking

ravely up to him with my heart beating almost to saffocation, 1
calmly took a seat beside him.  “*Joh.ny,” T began., ¢ You can't
think how sorcy T am that this has happened. It has set such a
bad example among the small scholars for them to seo the largest
boy in school indulging in such an odd habit as wearing his hat in
the school-room, but,” I continued as he did not reply, ** it may he
that your head was cold, if so I was wrong to speak to you abuut it,
for I care more for the comfort and pleasure of my rcholars - han
anything clse, unless it is their advancement, for I dolove t. ce
my pupils go ahead and learn, and you seem to be doing very nicely
in your lessons—but after this it your head is cole aud you wish to
wuair your hat during school hours, I will make no further obiee
tions.” T rose and went to get my hat and shas).  * Buzmy head
is not cold, and I do not want to wear my hat in school for them to
langh at.” I turned and lovked, and could it bo? Yes, he really
wae erying., T could stand it no longer, my fear of him had fled ;]
flung down my hat and went up to hun and laying my hand on hie
shoulder and said, ““Johnny, let us be friends, you can help meso
much if you only will, and [ Lnow I ean be o great help to you, if
you will only let me “* Yes by thunder we will,” he almeost shouted
as he grasped both of my haunds and shook them until I began to
fear theve would be nothing left.  “* Isay you're the boss teacher
and a regular brick, every other teacher has tried threshing me ard
whoen they could’nt they just buwled and turned me out of school
that's what I 'lowed you was goin’ to do, guess I didn’t know you.™
“¢Xo, Johnny, you did not if youthought that for T don’t want to lese
any of my scholars in that way. Ilope we will become better
acquainted inthe future and always begood fricnds.” “You'd better
Let,” was his hearty, though rough answer, as we both left the school
room together.  Afier thut I hnd no further trouble with him, in
fact his influence and example went a great way toward governing
the other pupils, so that my petty perplexities were in a great
measure remedied. —Our Country and Filluge Schals.

MR. LOWELL ON BOOKs.

At the openring of the new public library in Ohelsea, Mass., James
Russent Lowell delivered an adidress, in wlach ke sad ;

Southey tells us that in his wulk, one stormny day, he met an old
womaz, to whom, by way of grecting, he made the rather obvious
romark that it was dreadful weather, She answored, philos. phically,
that, in her upinion, “any weathier was bulten thau uone!™ 1
stiould be half mclined tu say that any reading was buetter than
none, allaying the crudeness of the statemont by the Yankee pro-
verb which tells us that, though * all deacuns are good, there’s odds

Ranging from the best to the worst, from Plato to Zola,

“and tho first lesson in reading well is that which teaches us to dis-

tingnish between litorature and merely printed metter.  Tho choico
lies wholly with ourselvess.  We have the key put into our hands ;
shall we unlock the pantry or the oratory? There is a Wallachian
leend, which, like most of the figments of [opulur fancy, has a
moral in it.  One Balkala, a good-for-nothingdkind of a fellow inhis
way, having had the luck to offer a sacrifice especially well pluasing
to God, is taken up into heaven. Ho finds the Almighty sitting in
something like the best room of a Wallachian peasant’s cottage—
thereis something profoundly pathetic in the howmeliuess of the pop-
wlar imagination, forced, like the princess in tho fairy tale, to weave
its semblance of gold tissue out of straw.  Ou being asked what re-

avard he desires for the good services he has done, Balkala, who had

always passionately longed to be the owner of a bag-pipo, sceing a
half wornout one lying among some rubbish in a corner of the room,
begs eagerly that it may Ye bestowed on him. The Lord, with
a smile of pity at tho meanness of his choice, grants him his boon,
and Balkalu goes back to carth delighted with his prize.  With an
infinito possibility within his reach, with tho choice of wisdom, of
power, of beanty at his tongue’s end, he asked according to his kind,
and his sordid wish is answered with 2 ¢ift as cordid.

Yes, thero is n choico in books as in friends, and the mind sinks
or rises to the level of its habitual sociey, is subdued, as Shakes-
peare says of tho dyer’s hand, to what it works in, Cato’s advice,
crm bonis ambula, consort with the good, is quite as good if we
extend it to Looks, for they, too, inseusibly give away theiv own
nature to the mind that converses with them. Théy either beckon
upwards or drag down.  And it is cerlainly truo that the matevial
of thought reacts upon thought itseli.  Shakespeare himself would
have been commonplace had ho been padlocked in a thinly shaven
vocabulary, and Phidias, had he worked in wax, ouly an inspired
Mrs, Jarley. A wman is known, says the proverb, by the company
e keeps, and not only so, but madoe by it.

Milton makes his fallen angels grow small to entor the infernal
council voom, but the soul, which God meant to be the spacious
chamber where high thoughts and generous aspirations uright cout-
mune {ogether, shrinks and narrows itself to the measure of the
meaner company that is wout to gather there, hatching conspiracics
againat our betier selves.  We ave apt to wonder at the scholarship
of the men of three centuries agoand at a certain dignity of phrase
that characterizes them,  They were scholars beewse they did not
read so many things as we.  They had fewer books, but these were
of the best.  Their speech was noble, because they lunched with
Plutarch and supped with Plato.  We spend as much time over
print as they did, but instead of communing with the choice
thoughts of choice spirits, and unconsciously acquiring the grand
mauner of that supreme society, we diligently inform ourselves and
cover the continent with a net-work of speaking wires to inform us
of such inspiring facts as that a horse belonging to Mr. Smith ran
away on Wednesday, scrionsly damaging a carcyall 5 that a son of
Mr. Brown swallowed a hickory nut on Thursday ; and that a
gravel bank caved in and buried 3Ir. Robinson alive on Friday.
Alug, it is we ourselves that are getting buried alive under this
avalanche of cartlly impertinences ! Tt is wo who, while we might
cach in his humble way be helping onr fellows into tie right path,
or adding one block to the climbing spire of a fine soul, ave willing
to bocme mere sponges saturvated frons the stagnant goosepond of
viilage gosaip.

Ouc is sometimes ashed by 1oung people to reentmmend a courso
of rea'ing. My advieo would be that they should contine them
selves to the supremie banks jn whatever literature, or still better to

H ” . . . . . st
in deacons.” Amonyg books, certainly, there is much variety of | choose sume one great author, and make themselves thoroughly
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familiane with hun.  For, as all rouds lead to Rome, so do they like- }ing is less lucrativo is because of the choap lubar of womoen., ¢ So,

wiso lead away from it and you will find that, in order to understand
perfectly and woigh exactly wny vital piece of hteratuvo, you will ho
gradually and pleasantly persuaded to excursions and explorations
of which you littlo dreamed when you began, aund lind yourselves
schiolars boforo you are aware. For romutaber that there is nothing
less profitable than scholavship, nor anything more wearisome
in the attainment. But the moment you have a definite aim,
attontion is quickened, the mother of memory, and all that you
acquire groups and arranges itself in au order that is lucid, because
cverywhore and always it is in intelligent rolation to a cen =l ob-
ject of constant and growing interest. This mothod also forces upon
us tho necessity of thinking, which is, after all, the highest result
of alleducation. For what we want is not learning, but knowledge ;
that is, the power to make learning answer its true end as a quick-
ener of intelligenco and a widener of our intellectual sympathies. X
do not mean to say that everyone is fitted by nature or inclination
for a definito course of study, or imndeed for serious study in any
sense. T am quite willing that these should ¢“ browse in a library,”
as Dr, Johnson called it, to their hearts’ contont. Tt is perhaps the
only way in which time may be prolitibly wastod, Bat desultory
rewding will not makea ¢ full man,” as Bacon umnderstood it, of one
who hag not Johnson's memory, his power of assimilation, and,
abovs all, his comprehensive view of the relation of things. “ Read
not,” says Liord Bacon in his Essay of Studies, ‘“to contradict and
confute ; nor to believo and take for granted ; nor to find talk and
discourse ; but to weigh and consider., Some books are to be
tasted, others to be swallowed, and some few to be chewed and
digested ; that is somo books are to bo read only n parts ; others,
to be read, but not curiously [earefully], and sume few to be read
wholly, and with diligence and attontion.  Some books also may be
read by deputy.”

MISS ANTHONY'S FIRST SPEECIL

A Pittsbuvg Dispateh correspundent, indulging in reminiscences,
says i—The first cman who ever made a speech at a teachers’ con-
vention was Susan B. Anthony. She was a teacher in Rochester,
New York, and after listening for hours to a discussion as to why
the teachers’ profession was not so highly respected as that of the
preacher, the Jawyer, or doctor, without, as she thought, touching
the root cf the mattor, the voung Quaker girl roso to her feet and
said, “Mr. President.” This simple expression threw the entire
convention into a state of utter consternation. The oflicers for a
time were paralyzed with horror and amaze. Finally the president
got his wits sufliciently together to mockingly and tremulously in-
quire: ‘¢ What will the lady have?” ¢ T wish to speak on tho
question under discussion,” replied Miss Anthony. And then and
there were hurryings to and fro.  Tho frightened men flew avound
to consult cach other and decide what to do. The women cousti-
tuted a universal blush at her boldness. Fmally a man got over
his fright sufliciently to move that thelady bo heard. This motion
wag discussed pro wd con for Juwlf an hour or more. It was then
decided that tho women should have no vole on the matter, and
the question was scttled by the men alvne, who, by a swai
majority, allowed Miss Anthony to speak. Tho embarassment of
a young girl may be imagined under the cireumstances : but Susan
stood her ground; and courageously and deliberately hit the nail on
the head, by telling them that as loug as wumen were considered
not to havo bramns enough tv become preachers, and lawyers, and
doctors, but only cnough to be teachers; that every man who
entered the profession of teaching tacitly acknowledged he had no
more brains than a woman, aud, murcover, the veasun why teach-

gontlomen,” sail Miss Aathony, *if you want to do away with
the disrespect 'of which you complain, and exalt your profession,
you will have to exalt your co.workers and demand for them fair
play and better pay,” or words to that effect. —New England
Jowrnal of Education.

At

. JUNE BLOSSOMS,

DY J. H.

At my desk T sit in the afternoon,

When the children’s restless feet aro still ;
From the outside blossoms of leafy June
To the blossom within T look, nutil

A summer perfume fills the air,

A rosy radiance flecks tho thor,

Aud brightens alt the schosl-room, where
I'm tending plants, instde the door.,

MAY,

My beautiful plants ! how they nod and bloom
In tho garden I'm wateving to.day ;

ITow their budding sweetness fils the room,
Aund over its stillness seems to stay,—

Violets fresh and pare and fair,

May-flowers, blushing pink and sweet,

Roses red, and lilies rare,

Creeping close to my very feet.

Day after day I've helped them grow ;
From morn until night the slips I've set,
And cared for them ; ah ! well thoy know
Whose dows of fove their petals wet,

Fan and Freenc and Little Louise

Aud Maud are violets in my bed ;

No garden ruses can rival these

Painted on Carrice’s cheeks so red.

Ah! a happy gardener am I

Watching my pretty petals spread,
Catching the flash of my Pansy's eyr,

Or the golden glimmer of Harry's ? end !
Ah! & happy gardener am I,

If a drooping Lranch T may upi'.e,

Or turn a blossom toward the sky,

When the sun peeps throug® a radiant rift.

Yes, a joyful gavdener a* . I,
From morn to night, from March to June,
And I sing as T train the tendrils high,
A snatch of an olden forest tune;
‘¢ And this is tho song that T gayly sing,
Blossoms of mine! oh, bud and grow !
Let the sun of my life on your petals shine,
Till out of the garden of youth you go 1"
. —Education,

There are « few strong reasons why every teacher should take an
educational paper. Tt gives the news of the profession. It affords
a medium for the interchange of opinions. It records difficult ways
of teaching. It usvaily contains hints and materials for general
exercises. It contains notices of the latest Looks. Its editorials
are usually worth 1eading, on account of the matter and inspiration
they contain. All professions have their professional eurient liter-
ature.  Why should we be an exception to the general rulef If
teaching cver cumes to be on an equality with other learned call-
ings, it will be maiunly through interchange of thought, through
discussion, and through the influence of educational journalism.
A paper cannot be edited to snit overybody. This could not be ox-
pected.  But a good paper should suit the majonty of its thinking
readers, Adaptation is the law of success. It would not pay to
manufacture an article that is not suited to the wants of the people.
Au educational paper cannot be made to suit the wants of teachers
as they ought to be, or as they may be in the future, but as they
now are.  Such a paper is invaluable.—The Tecachers’ Institute.
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Our Holidap Storp.

FARMER BROWN'S SCHOOL.

BY LOUISE 8. HOTCHKISS,

It was the very middle of the Indian sumwmer; the golden skies
had reached their height of ripened beauty, all tho hills were hung
with a vaporous curtain of blue, and the river showed a soft, silvery
thread, winding in and out, among tho trunks of tho leafless trees,

The great hall door had been oponed, probably for the last time
ero the snows of winter piled their drifts against it ; the garret
windows were thrown up to air the herbs that hung along the raft-
ers; and grandpa had unbarred the hatchway to let in thesun upon
his barrels and bins of winter vegetables, Even grandma had
moved her table along to the open window in the pantry.

**1 am going to visit the school, grandma,” I said; ‘I must get

out of doors, somewhere,” and threw down a skirt I had bccu‘

ri;;pinlg. Half-an-hour later I stood at the door of Farmer Brown’s
School.

Should I go in by the boys’ side or the girls’? (There wore two
entries,-—one at the right, and the other at the left). The first was
hung with sun-bonnets, and the other with straw hats, crownless or
brimless, suggesting a long summer of hard-fought battles with
butterflics and bees, over the hills and through the meadows.

Dinner-pails were rolling about the floor,--the mouth of one
emitting a broken slice of buttered bread, aunother a picce of pie,
and a third an empty egg-shell. A bold rooster had walked in, and
was strutting avound, making up his mind which mother's cooking
was mos¢ to his feney.

Knock ! knock ! rather timorously ; for I never cease to feel
transparent in the presence of children, their eyes are so penetrat-
ing and their opinions so unconventional.

“Good afternoon!” I said, offering my hand to a tall, gaunt

figure, whose heavy frowsy top made one think of Jupiter's lofty| P

crown ; ‘“ I beg pardon for not coming before, as I promised.”

It was a rough, callous hand that welcomed me, and the worn,
weather-beaten face of a farmer. Mr, Brown and his seven sons
had just wound up the hasbandry of a hundred barren, stony acres,
carried the last loads of cabbages and potatoes to market, and wero
now settled in the school-room for wmter.

“ Good afternoon, children,” I smd, and looked over thirty faces,
I should say.

My greeting was returned with a general giggle; books were
barricaded in front of faces, and one small boy disappeared beneath
his seat.

But a shout from the desk, and a flash from under the black mane,
brought thewm out of such ignoble attitudes, and proved what Hill-
side folks said, that Brown's schoul ** was governed.”

1 did not accept the seat on the platform till the schoolmaster
assured me that there was another chair for himself, and not then
tul I had scanned the room for evilence that his politeness had not
caused him to equivocate ; andn thissurvey my attention fell upon
an object in the corner,—a man fast asleep, head nodding against
his breast, feet resting on the stove-hearth. A boy was signalled
to bring up a stool, and the talt figure of the master lowered upon
it, saying, with a nod toward the corner, * It is Parson Mills, the
examining committee ; he preaches twice Sundays, and runs his
farm week days ; ‘spose he yets pretty much used up. Third class
in reading, come up!”

Mr. Brown had taken my parasol, which he laid on the desk, on
tho top of u dictionary which was upheld by the school register,
which in turn was propped up by a water-dipper.

Four orators, two of each sex, marshalled themselves before the
rostruin. T'wo courtesied, two bowed, and all were seated.

¢ Begin ! ™ and the master nodded to a fat girl who headed the
procession. .

Now, the mother of this girl had recently died of a discase that
medical authority sscribed to an enormous accumulation of adiposo
and cellular tissue, superinduced, as local gossip said, by long
habits ot intemperate eating ; and not a neighbor had I seen since
the event that had nut expatiated upon the richness of ‘ that
woman's" short cakes, the fattiness of “ that woman’s” chicken-
pics, and the general awfulness of ‘‘that woman's” epicurean
indnlgence.

Thus it happened, that my thoughts were controlled for the
moment by some reflections upon hereditary descent ; and when 1

fell to listening, Jane was well under way, hor book braced at one
end beneath a fat chin, and clasped at the other by two chubby
hands.  Words wero being shoved out of her thick, rosy lips, with
about the samo effect of time, tone, and expression, as might come
from potatoes dropped mto a leather bag; whilo the libertios sho
took with authors’ lauguage wero us audacious as the boldest day-
light stealing. Pretty was called putty ; heathen, heaven; and
angels, angles, Her teacher corrected her semi-oceasionally, when
she rolled up her great oyes, soized the word from his lips and
swallowed it in good faith, thon stumbled into another sea of
blundors.

The noxt, and the next showed some glimmer of conscience
struggling now and then to dismember an unknown word. “‘A—
l-i-g—lig—alig—a—uliga—t-o-v—tor—a-lig-a-tor,”” drawled out
Johu, placing the accent on the antepenult.

“ Did you over sce a picturc of that animali” T ventured to ask.
“ We generally name it an alligator.”

John's lower jaw droppad, and what a gaze he fixed upon mel
1 felt as if I had intruded, and wished T had kept silent.

“No'm," volunteered the other boy. ““Tee! heo! heo !”

Then they all began to look in their books and about the room,
and under theiwr seats, and out the window ; and after retur~ung to
their places they wore unable to dispossess themselves of the feeling
that they had stumbled upon some living object.

¢« Fourth class, reading !’ was the next command; and again a
battahion of four marched to the front.

The sceno that now followed was hively and reckless. There was
only one buok owned in the ranks, which was passed up and down
the column. Being no longer subject to criticism, there was no
apparent reason for meriting it, and every actor rushed through his
task like a race-horse. Only once I saw a glance shot toward the
master, and heard a whisper, **Give me some chestnuts, will ye 2"
I, too, turned my head over my right shoulder. Tho master’s eyes
were closed, and his head appeared heavy. Starting, ho begged
ardon. ** Our youngest was taken last mght with worm-cramp.
Mother (Mrs, Brown) gave it turpentine, which fetched it outof it ;
but being up makes mo kinder dozy to-day.”

The next and last class in reading wasa lone infant, who cameo up
with torn primer, torn apron, and a very dirty face. The master
rose, drew a jack-kmfo from his pocket, turned the subject round,
back to front, and laying one arm on each juvenile shoulder, pointed
with tho blade to a, b, ¢, down to x; when ho stopped, and snap
went the kuife.

« (Good afternoon, Miss Leigh ! You, {oo, visiting the school 2"
A heavy patr of boots were trymyg to walk up the floor; it was the
committee-man, partially waked up. “T always sit apart fro.a
influence,” he said, ‘when I am on the jury; so I took a seat
down by thoe stove, to record my observations ; am afraid you are
too near the judge, and will bo tempted to accept his opinions.”

1 trust I shall be able to preserve an unbiased judgment,” was
my veply, obliged to offer some response,

Meantime the master’s attention was fixed with a steady, frown-
ing command upon the littlo multitude at the rear of the oflicial’s
back. Face after face bent over its slate, and busy fingers plied
their pencils as merrily as if eack had been playing with a row of
bright-colored chess-men.

«'[ suppose I must make a few remarks,” announced the com-
mittecman, turning toward the school, ** for T've got the West Dis-
trict to visit, and o load of turnips to get in before dark. Such
weather as this won't hold many days, you may depend on it.
Cluldren, all I've got to say to you is, go ahead in the way you're
in. When Isee aschool keeping still and studying their figures,
my mind is made up. The Bible to guide your souls, and figures
to light your worldly steps, is what 1 say will bring a manup to his
full statare. When I sec a school moving round 1 their aeats, und
hitching up and down, and whispering to their neighbors, I say to
myself, ¢ They are not sunk 1 thewr figures.’ I've heard you in
reading, to-day ; noxt time I come I shall look over your sums.
Good afternoon.”

The master looked as satisficd as if he had received a bank-check
for his salary, and the cluldren’s pencils wore run to their highest

d.
sp?‘cWhat are tho other exercises for tho afternoon?” I asked, It
was u sultry day, and every door and window was closed. . (Mr.
Brown came from a long e of catarrhal ancestors),

¢ Four classes in arithmetic, and one ir diagrams,” was the
informatin accorded me. -
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I tried my lungs to see hiow much more they might stand, and
lifted up my eyebrows tu shake oft the mental stupor.

“¢Iirst class in figures ! shouted the mastor. .

One tall girl and two boys, not less than five feet each, without
cont ur vest, their suspenders drawn uver their woollen shirts,
strode up the aisle. They only brought slates and peucils with
them.

*“Change !” was the order.

Etta’s slute was passed to Charles ; Charles’s to Blake; and the
latter reached his proporty over to Ltta,

*Begin!”

I saw tho master furtively «pen a key, and lay a rulet across the
top.
Il)Ettn read, 5,624 dollars.”

“Wrong ! camo from the instructor. ¢ Charles!”

“p,625 dollars,” was the evidence furnished by tho lattor.

“Right 1™

T remarked that each pupil was scoring oft his neighbor’s property
with checks or zeros.

“acight ! Wrong! Wrong! Right!"” came from tho desk, in
response to the pupils’ various offerings.

This operation went on. I fell into a dreamy frame of mind,
which was disturbed by no conversation, no word of explanation,
noc<l:omnm'n”t or question, till I was roused again by the command,
¢ Chango !

Etta’s lips pouted as she saw the result of her slate, and Charles
gavo Bluke «sly nudgo with his elbow,

“Mwo pages of Cube Root!™ was the lesson for the foilowing day,
and the file retreated.

A rap at the door at this moment, accompanied by the lowirg of
a cow, brought every pupil's eyes up from his book ; and craning
ovoer their desks, they all looked out.

A handsome heifer put her nose in, and winked her great liquid
eyes at us; but a ro.gh man restrained Ler with a rope.

“ Come to seo if you don’t want to buy her, Mr. Brown. 1 know
it is school-keepin' time, but she'll be put up tv auction to-morrow,
She's full blood Durham.”

I did not hear the conditions of the bargain for the door swung
together ; but the master soon retiirned, motioned his oldest boy,
and told hiwa to take her home.

The school had brightened up ot this influx of fresh air and inter-
osting change of programme, and showed some signs of intellectual
hfe ; but I announced my departure by risiy, and makmg signs for
my parasol.

“Can't you stay to tho dingrams?” asked the master; *‘ would
like to have you, and thens ke some remarks,” runmng s fingers
through his heavy fovelock.

“1 ,think I must go; it is about three, and I wish to meet tho
stage.”

SWhat! don’t you have a box ! " he ejaculated, following me to
the door.

**Yes, grandfather has one; but I have a message for the driver.”

What was meant by the box would not be clear without 2 word
of comment. Hillside people pay the stage-driver one dollar a year,
and that entitles thom to their mail at night, and its delivery in the
morning. The receptacle employed for this office are usually cigar
or starch-boxes nail.d to u post that stands by the wayside in front
of the house. The more pretentious individuals, whose possessions
allow them to reach forth a little towards luxuries, have theirs
painted ; so as you ride through the one long, shady street of this
rural district, your eye lights upon these little white, yellow, snd
green signs, often in the morning flying a red flag to signal the
driver as he passes.

If 1 had escaped from a long sicge of captivity, I could scarcely
have welcomed the sweet air and warm sunshine with greater
delight ; and had the boys been out, Tan sure I should have joined
in their war-whoop with gusto. Ilow the river sparkled and the
hills smiled ! I walked along in the direction of the post-uftice, but
my mind was inwardly discoursing with itself. Here was a town
well advanced in all the modern improvements of house and farm !
Here they raised Durham stock, pure blood, and could show you
fowls in their henuneries that were prized at ten and twenty dollars
apicce ! Here the houses were painted white, and hung with green
blinds, aud surrounded by prelty door-yards and picketed fences.
Hery the women read IHarper's Bazaar, and knew how to drape
their dresses and friz their hair. Even the modern cook-booxks
were consulted for cake, and the housekeepers raise their bread

with tho patent compressed yeast. DBut there progress stopped.
It had not entored their schools or churches, or even rolled its car
within sight of their doors ; and this within a few hours’ ride of the
modorn Athens!—XN, E. Journal of Education,

Practical Methods.

A FRIDAY LESSON.

BY SARAH L. ARNOLD, MIDDLEBOROUGU, MASS.

It is Friday afternoon, and the childron are seated at their desks,
waiting expectantly, not for dismissal, but for the promised lesson.
¢¢ Tt shall bo differont from our other lesson.” Miss Hayes had said.
¢ We will make it the happiest lesson of the week, and it shall send
us home with sunny faces.” Then.her smilo was reflected in the
children's eyes, and their ready wills were at ono with hers.

Hugh cannot wait. His hand is hifted, and his lips are already
framing his question. ‘¢ Please tell us what the lesson 1s about.”
*That i3 for you to learn, with the rest,” is the teacher’s reply.
‘“You may ask questions ahoutit. I have something in my desk
that you w-« - see wheun you have found its name.”

Now the eyes are speaking in their eageruess, and tho hands are
flying. ¢ What colorisit?" ‘It is red.” **How large 13it?"
¢TIt must bo snaller than the desk,” says Lillie, with an amused
look. ‘It is aslarge as Henry's fist.” Honry had been gazing out
of the window, but is roused to somo measure of intorest by the
honor just conferred upon him., He doubles his fist, to aid his
jndgment, and inquires, *Isitacup?” “*No.” “A ball?” asks
hate. ““No.” *Is it to play with?” ¢“No.” “What is it
woud for?” “‘Ttis good to eat.” ““Anapple! anapple!” chorus
the voices. “Yes, it is an apple,” says Miss Hayes, drawing a
bright Baldwin fromn herdesk. ““‘Iknew you would find its name.
Now you may tell me first all you know about the apple.”

‘1t is good to eat,” says Mary. *‘Motier makes sauce and pies
from apples,” adds Jamie. “‘It grew on a tree,” Frank suggests.
¢ It is round and red,” Hugh offers.

‘Lot us see what wo can find in the apple,” says tho teacher, as
sho cuts it crosswise. ‘* What is there on the outside of the apple,
Mary?” “Skin.” * Whatisits color, class?” “Red.” ‘“How
many havesecn apples that were not red 7 The hands testify now
to_abundant kunowledge, aud the answers do mnot como singly.
¢ Russets are brown.” ~ ¢ We have some Porter trees at home, and
the apples are yellow.” * Hightops are yellow. They are early
apples.” ** Greenings are green when they are ripe.”

¢¢ Has tho skin of this apple always been red?” asks Miss Hayes,
“Oh, no! When the apple was green it wasn't.” *Tell us more
plainly what you mean, Jenuie.” ¢ Why, the skin isn't red until
the apple is ripe; it is green before.”

“‘How elso can we tell when the apple is ripe?*’ Hugh is ready
to tell, “‘ Tho apple is mellow, and tho sceds are dark. They are
white while the appleis green.” ¢TI don't think Baldwins are very
wmellow in the fall,” amends Frank. **They are when they are ripe
enough to eat,” avers Hugh,

““What do you see beneath the skin?” is the teacher’s next
question. **White.” ** What name do you give it 7 “Ttis the
part we eat,” says Kate, quite sure that such knowledge is sufticient.
It is called the pulp,” says Miss Hayes. ‘I want you to learn
something now about it this afternoon.” Taking from her desk a
magnifying-glass she held it over the apple, and called the children
in turn to_the desk. * Now tell mo what you have seen through
the glass,” she continues, as the last small investigator returus to
his seat. ¢ Little round specks.”™ * Little whito balls.” ¢¢Little
grains,” are some of the answers ; nntil Mary, with huppy thought,
suggests *‘ Cells.” Then they accept her tern, and state readily, in
reply to the teacher’s question, that tho pulp 1s composed of cells.
¢ I will serape the pulp with my knife, and Kato may tell the class
what sho secs upon the blade.” “ Juice,” asserts Kate, *“The
juice spreads ali over the blad-+.” ** Then what must the pulp-cells
contain " ** Juice,” is the unanimous verdict.

¢¢ Now notico these little chambers within the apple,” says Miss
Hayes, pointing to the seced.cells. ** What do they contain?”
“Seceds.” ““Thoy are tho seed-cells. Tell mo how many there
ard”  “Five,” they count. ‘I want you to notice the number
in other apples, and tell me how many you find. Hugh may come
,and look t the seeds, then represent their shape on the bosrd.
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Kate may deseribe the torm. Hugh obeys, and Kate proasuices
that the seeds are nearly flat,—ato broad at one end and pointed at
the other. * Now Jovk and tell mo tonand which end of the apple
the points of the sceds are set.’
* How many have notrced that ¢ ashs the teacher.
other thing tor us to prove for vurselves alwat apples.  Ruth uay
count the seeds,  ** Thereave clesen, deewdes Rath.  Heod the
children aro wise.  They have counted secds m other apples, and
have found as wany as cighteen e sume. “And sometimes,”
volunteers Rate, ** there are hitle buts of seeds that have stopped
growmg, and wpualda't be any goud.” “*Goud for what, Kate?"
**To plant,” answers Kate. *“Is that the use of the sceds?”
* Yes, " Jutes responds , **if you plant the seed, an apple-tree will
come up.” ‘‘Ah, then the apple is guud for something bLes'des
eating 27 It 18 goud to mahe apple-trees, as well as pivs,” swys
demure little Ruth,

# Now we have come to another part of the lesson,” says Miss
Hayes, after a short panse.  ““ Let us use our other eyes a little,—
the ‘ thought-eyes’ we talked ot the other day. Lok at tius hutle
seed, and think what it will beeame, if I plant it. Think carefully,
aud tell me what you see.” **Can we see under ground with our
thought.cyes, Miss Hayes 7" asks Bmma. ** Why not? -’
I see a little root goiny down e the ground. and some very small
leaves coming up.”  ‘‘iow many see that 7 Tiey have watched

SPhal is an-

growing seed, and thewr thought-eyes are turned m the same

direction. T seco a httle tree after that,” continnes Emma;
“a very little tree, oniy o few wehes lugh.’ **Suppose you waita
fow veurs, and then look agun. in the wimnter.”  **The snow 1s on
the ground, and 1 see a large spreading apple-tree, without any
leaves,” says Ruth.  *“In the spring?” *“'The leaves are coming
out.” “InMay?” * Itisall covered with apple-blussoms,” cries
Hugl 5 ‘“they are pwk and white.  **What come after the
}:l{;lss‘x’(-ms " sApples ! ery they all; “there are apples in the
ull

“Tuth may teil me what she sens about the tree.”
apples on the ground, aud chuldren picking them up.”  “ Where is
your tree, Bath ¢ **Inan orchiwrd.” ** Wheee is yuurs, Jamic 7
“Ina garden, at home.  ** Wheres yours, Rate 17 * Ina field,
near a store wall.”

“Wa leok upon ditferent picturex with our thought-eyes, it
scems,” says the teacher. ¢*Now we have only a few minutes
left.  You may write about the apple fur ¥ -ur next lesson,  You
iy now write on paper unie thing you have learued from our talk
tlus aiternvon, and give wme juar paper as 3y« pass out.” N E
Journal of Educatiun.

“ 1 sce red

HINTS IN THE USE OF COPY-BOOKS.

\We recently saw a device for getting pupils <o study the copy at the
top of the page while writinge, instead of theirown writine in the next
line above. Tins was to have the bottom hne of the page wnitten
first, then the next line above, and o on.  Thepupil's own wnting
was thus partly covered by his hand anud pen, making it more
conventent to look up at the successive werds in the cupy, which in
the ordinary copy-hook, pupils are nul very apt to do,  Another
benefit was that the paper did not get suileq by the hand before
being written upon,

Auother practice of thus teacher, which, hawever, we have scen
used clsewhere, was to have but half of cach page waotten the first
tune gmng thrangh the buok.  Un writing the seeond half of the
page the improvement, or iack of i1, made by the pupil become very
apparent, and the desirs tiat it might show mprovement caused
superior cffort. —Jatcllgence.

The teaching of grammar 1s wfinitely better than tie old way of
taking a sentence, that was made to express a beaotiful thought or
behiid which lies a grand jucture, and wanglivg it by hard names,
cutting 1t nto punute peces, hangag s watilated remrins on
cruel diagrams 5 winte the author's weaniig ccmams as far away
from the pupil s auud as he bnght stars ta heaven.  There will
come a time, 0 tie course of pruper dovclopacnt, when teaching
technieal grammar may be made a wost excellent and profitable
study : whea the rah mitee of theught aud etwots 1, of aiuch our
literature 1s fuil, may be opened to the qrasing nunds of Akl

** Tonard the steny, " K deteplies, |

“Then

f
i

i

Gducational fotes and Aelos.

Toreuto has pledged sts quote of $10,000 to the Tmprovement
1 Fund-of Woudstuch Baptist College.

a

! According to the Editor's note-book i 2he’Chautanquan for July,
"there are 1300 members of the Chautanqua Laterary and Scientitic
! Circle in Jupan.

The friends of Vassar Lidies’ Collage. have contributed to the
fuuds a sum sufficient to establish a fine astronomical observatory.

y They do those thiugs well on the other side.

i The custodian of the Vieuna Industrial Art Museum has the
tconrage to defy fashion aud to protest against the worship cf
| Japanese art on the gronnd that 1t is essentially caricature.

i Johus Hopkins University this year conferred upon Dr. Shosuko
Sate, a Japanese, the degeee of Dactor of Philosophy. He has

already pubhished an claburate essay, gwving a history of the land

¥qucsti<.n in the United States.

'

The examination of the Model Schocl, Charlottetown, took place
on Friday. The efliziency of the schonl is highly spoken of, and
reflects much credit upon Mr, MeSwain, the Prineipal, and lus
assistant, Miss Seott. —Summerside Journal,

!

The closmg exercises at Woodstock Cullege on the 25th, 27th,
‘nml 28uh ult, consisted of a public competition in clocution 5 a ser-
fmon on Sabbath, by Rev. J. Denovan, of Torunto ; graduating
casays, followed by speeches, an evening concert, an aiumai meeting
L\nd dinner, and a literary evening by the alumni.  The occasion
tseems to have bren unc of mure than usual interest and hopefulness,
owmy largely to the new and bright prospect opened up before the
college, by Senator Modaster's munilicence.

In Essex. some Public Schuol buys have been missing from school
of late, under varous excuses. the real reason of their absenco being
the formation of the Bundit Beothers’ League of Boycotters, who
played Jesse James aud Jack Sheppard in the ruins of Allan Bros.'
old null. Secrecy was maintained for sume time by a solemn league
and covenant. 'The matter leaked out, and the principal made
a raud on the baunduts” headguarters, capturing the whole excepting
one.

Six hoysattending our town Iligh School, were suspended for bad
ennduct Iast week. Card-playng. nuel-reading and profanity were
the charues preferred agamst them, and all acknuwledged their
enilt or were caught red-handed in the act. The head master at
at once suspended them. Since their suspeusion they have ex-
pressed sorrow for the offences, and upon promising a better line of
conduct in the future, all except one have been allowed to go back
to school.— Bramplon Conservator.

Sir George Young, who recently appeared before tho select com.
mittee of the House of Commons on the endowed school acts,
opposcd any periodical inspection of the schools, on the ground that
it would tend to produce uniformity and routine. He recommended
the establishment of a council, to be composed largely of teachers,
charged with regulating, not inspections, but cxaminatious—all
exanuners to belicensed. M. Fitch, on the other hand, advoeated
compulsory inspection, but wonld limit it to such matters as build-
ings and eguipments,

Must we put asude our hope of pure Anglo-Saxon to the day of
the willenunn when ail good things will come 7 A glanceat a page
of the note-busk, the work of a half hour with eur wmorning paper,
makes us belwove so.  The fitst news item is of an *“inebriated in-
dividual,” tho book reviewer praises cortain “*dainty hooklels,” an
advertisument calls atiention to an ““¢lite event,” and now a cor-
respontdent from the South tells how the “flowering tregs may be
scen in a perfect galaxy of beauty,” and that he went ona ““re.
cherché dnve.”—7%he Chantangnan.

Mies Brewer, the ealared mrl who graduated aloue from the
Vicenues (fnd ) High School because the cight white girls in the
class *wonldn't oraduate with a mgzer; * 18 the herome of the day
int her tawn.  Her essav wason ** The education of colored youth,™
!ﬂxe]mll was crowded, and when sho fimshed, Ittle wlate micls passed

among the audience and caliccted huze baskots of flowers, a silk
!h.-zdgo was sent her from the woman suffragmst association at Rich-

Techmical grammar, to wy aaod, as 1t is usually twaght, effcctualiy { minnd, Ind., and Principal Taylor, who cqrricd through thu exerciscs
disgusts chirdren, and bars the way to decper insight into the [as theugh the classes were of the usual size, has recoived many con-
beauty aud strength of hauguage. —Col. B WL Parker. gratulations {rom near aud far.—Erchange.
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You.cunnot get rid of the figure 9 by multiplication, and scarcely l

by suy method.  Oua remarhable property of this figuie s, that all
through the multiplication table the product of nine comes to nino.
Multiply by what you like, and it gives the same resalt. Begin
with twice nine, 18, add the digits tugethe,, and 1 and 8 mahe 9,
three times nine ave 27 ; and 2and 7 are 9. S it gues on, up to
cleven times nine, which uives 00, Vory good; add the digits; 9
and 9 are 18, and 8 and 1 are 9.  Guing on to auy extent, it is im-
possible to get rid of the figure.—North Caroling Teacher.

The right use of languigra with voice and pen muat be early
Jenrned by experience.  Theory m language rarely makes practice.
The correct use of lungunge has to conte from practice, and usually
the habit of correct uso of woids, phrases, and sentences must be
formed before the cluld is twelvo or fourteen years of age.  Wo
cau scarcbly begin too early to prove the child’'s sentences for him
by watchfulness of his expressions, Gramwmar is excollent in ifs
pince, but the correct use of langnage must precede it. —Anerican
Teacher

The New Brunswick Educational Institute convened in St. John
this week. The attendance was large, upwards of two hundred
nunes being enrolled in the membership list.  Instructive pipers
were read and ably discussed making all the sesstons very interest-
ing. A motion to have theschool terms comuence the first of Muy
and of November, as was the case previous to November 1885, was
carried unanimously. Dr. Rand, late Supertutendent of Education
for New Bruuswick, was made an honorury member of the I stitute.
Judge King, Senator Boyd, Mr. Ellis, M. P. P, ete.,, were in
attendance and gave interesting addresses.  Judging from the
newspaper reports the Institute this year was u decided success.
—arcey Obscreer.

S.mctimes teachers put their guestions out with sv inuch explos-
iveness that when the mune of a pupil is called he feels as if he had
been shot at and not missed either. Not long ago we witnessed a
performance of this sort. 'The teacher said,  Mary, how do you
reduce a common fraction to a decimal?”’  Mary bounced out of
her seat, canght her breath, looked at tho ceiling, at the teacher,
down her nose and at the ceiling, at the teacher, dowa her nose
and at the floor, gasped, and was about to say, “I don’t know,”
when the teacher said in a very pleasant and quieting tone, ** All
think how to reduce a common {raction to a decimal.” This gave
My a chance to think too, and in a moment her countenance
brightened and her answer was ready. —Indiana School Journal.

Tn an address in ““The Sccondary Education,” delivered before
the Haverford College alumni, and which has just been published,
Trancis G. Allinson, Ph.D., takes the ground that if a boy is to
stop school at the age of sixteen, his last four years of instruction
must be different from those of the boy who is to enjoy four or six
additional years of training. ¢ Even with us,” he adds, ¢ we con-
stautly hear complaints of an education which actually unfits boys
and girls graduated from our High Schools for the carcers for which
they are destined.” He does not enter into a consideration of the
Justuess of these complaints, but says thata like complaint is urged
in Germany with great force.—The Current.

Tnquisitiveness is the child’s instinct. It is also tho key to the
philosopher’s success.  We ask a thousand questions no man can
answer.  Is it wrong toask them 2 If only one in ten thousand can
e answered, is it not well that the ten thousand wero asked?
Thousands are asking, cannot thoe air be navigated? s there not
some way of telegraphing without wires?  May not the heating and
hylting of our houses be dune without so much expense and
uauble 7 Will not the time come when the speed of milroad trains
wiil be increased to a hundred miles an hour? Inquisitivenecss is
the koy to the sceret place that contains the answers to all these
gnestions,—N. Y. School Journal.

W still find some teachers who ““already tako .more educationai
pipers than they have time to read.” Weo beg to say that wo do
nut helieve aletter containing such a statement. The cditor of
this journal is a very busy man outside of the editorial chair, more
Luay likely than niune-tenths of his readers. Buot in addition to
this he wanages to get through with his editorial work and read
lux exchanges, wmoro than fifty in number, three of them being
weekly, and three semi-moenthily, and yot hie survives and enjoys it.

Should this itemn reach the notico of any ons who has been
tempted to say that he already takes more cducational journals
th.n he has thne to read, we give him Punch’s advice, Don't,  Uf
you don't want to subscribe just say so; dou't prevarieate. It
wou't help us and it will be against you.~—ZEducational Nees

The report-of Dr. Robin, Principal of the McGill Normal
Sulivo), fur the past year shows that the total number of admissions
to the Normal Schoeul has been 78, 4 to the academy class, 32 to the
model schoul elass, and 42 to tho clementary schuol class.  Of these,
8 are 1nen and 70\Woen 3 36 are irom the country and 42 from the
city of Montreal or frum its immediato neighborhovd.  The final
examnativus were tahen by four wembers of the academy class, 29
of the mudél schoul class, and 38°of the elementary schoul class. Of
these there aro recommended four for academy diplomas, 28 for
modelischool diplonas, and 34 for clementary diplomas. In addi-
tion to the ladies and gentlemen who have taken the regular course
of training in the Normal School, six university graduates have
passed at least one month in studying and practising the art
of teaching, five of them in the MceGill model schoul wnd one,
in Bishep's college school, Lennoxville, aud who have passed
a autisfactory examination in the theory of educution.

‘The following quoted from Dr. Withers in Worcester’s Una.
bridged, is an amusing exemplification of the varied powers of the
little verb get: -1 got un horsebach within ten minutes after I got
your letter.  When I gof to Canterbury, I got a chaize for town ;
Lut I got wet through before I got to Canterbury; and I have got
such a cold as T shall 1ot be able to get rid of ina hurry. T got to
the Treasury about noon, but first of all I got shaved and dressed,
I soon got into the secret of gelting a memorial before the board,
but I could not get an unswer then ; however, 1 gof intellizence from
the messenger that 1 should most likely get one the next morning.
As goon as I got back to my inn, I got my supper, and got to bed. It
was not long before I got to sleep. When I got up in the morning,
1 got my breakiast ; and then I got myself dressed, that T mmght get
out in time to gef an answer to my memorial.  As soon as I got it,
T gut into the chaise and gut to Canterbary by three, and about tea-
time I got home. X have gut nuthing for you, so adien,

Now, wo pity that teacher who has taken upon himself the work
of instructing, and has not the good of those to be instructed as his
aim. Wedeny that he isa teacher. Heis a day laborer in a
school-house. T'o teach is no child’s play ; to hear rec:tations isa
small thing.  We, therefore, beg every one 10 ask the question,
**Have I been reaclung 1" Study well that word, for in it you_
think you have honor, dignity, and fair reuown, but by it you
shall be shamed.  Dishonored be he who takes the children’s bread
and casts it to tho dogs. The end you espouse is not for to-day
only, but day after duy, week after wecek, year after year, and age
after age, your hunor or shame will spread on the scroll of tume.
The end s the developing of a mwd, a soul—that spark 1 man
which fades not, but grows brighter and brivhter, stronger and
stronger, tu our reward, or weaker and weaker, and darker and
darker, to our cternal shame. Your work, therefore, is grander far
than rearing pyramids, than exploriug Africa’s jungles, than hold-
ing the sceptre of nations—the grandest work on earth.  Heaven
knows no grander. What is there more noble or more sublime
than shaping men and women, than shaping nations—yea, than
shaping worlds 1—S. 1. Wangh, Franklinton, N.C.

The Annual Convocation of Alma Ladies’ College, St. Thomas,
took placo un the 30th ult. The attendance was large and the
uccasion seems to have been one of unusual interest.  Degrees and
standings were conferred in the Colleziate Depurtment, and
Diplomas and other honors in the Fimmo Arts, Music and Com-
wereinl Departments. At the close of the cexercises, Principal
Austin delivered a practical and timely address on the subject of
A Canadian College for women.” The speaker pointed vut the
fact that with all the wmversitics of our conntry open to “xomen,
the number of young women attending them may be counted by the
dozen, and that for cvery one enrolled in thum) probably one
hundred go to the ladies’ colleges. One reason for this fact he
found to be that theso colleges for women are working, with limited
means and inadequate equipment, it 1s truo, m the line of popular
dennd for education adapted pacticularly and specially for
woman's dutics. and sphere of life.  Another reason why these
schuols are so well attended is Lecause of tho homelife afforded within
their walls.  And a third reason why these schools are thronged to-
day is found in tho fact that Chiristiau influence pervaded them. The
speaker procecded to point out sowe of the essontials in any school
that is to furnish these three influences in their highest perfection
for woman’s education.  First, it must be a voluntary school as dis-
tinguished fromn a State or Government school.  Sceondly, whilst
incaleating in most positive aud earnest manner tho cardinal facts
and doctrines of Christinnity and bringing these to bear in every
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legitimate way upon pupils, such a school need not, should not, be
sectarian in the narrow and mean sense of that word. It should be
earnestly evangelical, may bo even orthodox, yot not offensively
denominational.  And thirdly, it must be eatablisited and supported
by benevolence.  Principal Austin then asked these pertinent
q‘ucstions —“Who will found such a school for Canadian women ?
What city will possess it? Whose name shall be handed down the
ages as the benefactor of Canadian women? I can concecive of
no nobler mission for wealth than this, no higher honor than would
come to the namo of such a donor, no greater guaranteo of temporal
and intellectual growth and prosperity to any city than the pussess-
ion of such an institution in its midst.”

@orrespondense.

DIVISION OF FRACTIONS.

In SciioorL JOURNAL Juno 15th, is given the method of proving
the rule for division of fractiuns, which is cunsidered as serviceable
as proviug a theorem in geometry. This way be, yot I think
precious time may be wasted in trying to teach some persons this
“reason.” Some thero are'who after the best offorts of the teacher
will invert dividend, whole number if they could, or not invert at
all, or still more, reduce to common denominutors. But why not
regard division as it actually is the reverse of muliiplication?
Multiply two fractions and then divide the product by one of the
fractions—dividing numerator by numerator, and denominator by
denuminator.  May we not say then that the principie of division §
is to divide the nwoetator of the daidead by the numerator
of the divisor, ete.  And if the division cannt be made without a
remainder, then another simple principle—that multiplying numer-
ator ia the same as dividing nonmnator, and vice versa, will bring out
the common rule.

Jonx Moser.

P.S. —The abuve way of lovkhing at division of fractious gives it a

likeness to the division of whole numbers. . M.

o

v

v Fridap Afternoon.

KING SOLOMOXN AXD THE BEES.

—

When Solomon was reigning in his glory,
Unto his throne the Queen of Sheba came
To see the splendors of his court and bring
Some fitting tribute to the mighty king.

Nor this alone ; much had her highness heard
What flowers of learning graced his royal speech,
What gems of wisdom dropped from every word ;
What wholesome Iessons he was wont to teach
In pleasing proverbs ; and she wished in sooth,
To know if rumor spoke the simple truth.

And straight she held before the monarch's view,
In cither hand a radiant wreath of flowers ;
The one bedecked with every charming hue,
Was newly culled from Nature's choicest bowers.
The other, no less fair in every part
Was the raio production of divinest art.

¢ \Which is the truc and which the falso " she said,
Great Solomon was excited.  All amazed,
Each wondering courticr shook his puzzled head,
While at the garlands long the monarch gazed,
As one who sces a miracle, and fain
For very rapture ne'er would speak again.

1 Which is the true 7" once more the woman asked,
Pieased at the fond amazement of the king,
1t 8o wise a head should not be hardly tasked,
Most Iearned liege, with such a trivial thing.”
But still the sago was silent, it was plain,

A decpening doubt perplexed the royal brain,

While thus he pondered, presently he sees,
Hard Ly the casement,—so thoe story goes—
A little Land of busy, bustling bees,
Hunting for honey in a withered rose ;
The monarch smiled and raised his royal head
“Qpen the window ! "' —that was all he said.

The window opetied at the king's command ;
Within the room the eagor insects flow,
And sought the flowers in Sheba's dexter (night) hand !
And so the king and ail his courtiers know
That was Nature's ; and the bafflod queen
Returned to tell the wonders sho had seon.

My story teaches (every tale should bear
A fitting moral) that the wise may find
In trifles light as atoms in the air,
Some useful lesson to enrich tho mind,
Some truth designed to pro§t or to please,
As Israel’s king learned wisdom from: the bees.

—John G. Suxe.

A GEOGRAPHY GAME.

Two leaders are chosen who cach select in turn until all the
players are taken and are formed in two lines facing each other with
a chair behind each person.  The leader on one side calls out some
letter and says ¢‘ Sea ”’ or other budy of water. The oppusite leader
then names one beginning with the letter speaified, and each oneon
his side gives another in rabid succession. At any pause the leader
of side No. 1 counts ten quickly and colls ““Next.” The player
who stands next answers and the one who has missed sits down. If
any mistake is made and is not currected by sumne persun on tho
same side Lefore the leader of the oppusite side calls out “ Muss,”
then all of side No. 2 sit down, whick counts 2 for side No. 1. The
leador of side No. 2 now asks his side to stand up again with tho
exception of those who missed, and calls out same piece of land as
mountain, county, State, etc., and a letter, which the opposite side
answers in the same way, and if everyone succeeds inanswering tho
call, and each gives a correct reply, they scare three for their own
side. Tho gameis won by the sido that first scores ten, and all who
havo missed keep their scats to the end of the play. If it happens
that cither leader has no ono left to stand with him he must answer
alone, and if he fails the other side- wins oven if it has not scored
ten.—Selected.

A HISTORY GAME.

One of a number of players being sent from the room sume well-
knewn haro of history or familiar character from a book is selected,
and on tho person's return tho varivus members of the cumpany
address remarks to him founded upon incidents in tho life or por-
trayal of the hero or ficticious character selected. From theso
remarks the guesser must endeavor to find what person he is sup-
poscd to represent.  When he ascertains this his reply must convey
the information and the person from whom the clue was obtained
then takes his place. A roversal of this game may be undertaken
by soveral players who having decided upon somo historical
characters act out somo incident in the chosen characters’ lives and
oblige the rest of the company to state what characters they repre-
sent. If those in the audience are unable to do this, they must take
the places of the players and endeavor to act out some incident in
their turn.—Sclecled.

Of all consolations, work is the most fortifying and the most
healthy, becauso it solaces 4 man, ot by bringing him ecaso, but by
requiring cffort.—Taine



