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PREFACE.

I HE documents published in this volume have been collected from
many widely scattered sources. The transcripts of papers
from the Canadian Archives are unquestionably of the greatest
importance. These exceed a hundred, and form about a quarter of
the book. Very few of these have been published in full before.
The despatches printed in the London Gazette were usually muti-
lated by the omission of important passages, which it was consider-
ed inexpedient to publish at the time. The editor deeply regrets
that he has been unable to obtain access to the archives of the War
and Navy Departments of the United States. The official letters
now republished from the American State Papers and the Historical
Register of the United States were probably altered and abridged
in the same way before publication. Messrs. A. C. Macdonnell and
L. H. Irving have loaned militia order books, and considerable infor-
mation has been obtained from the Kingston Garrison order book,
now in the Canadian Archives. George Murray Jarvis, Esq., of
Ottawa, has generously furnished copies of documents of great
interest. The Tompkins’ Papers in the New York State Library
have supplied a few letters of much importance. The Editor’s warm-
est acknowledgements are due to Miss Catharine Claus and Miss
Janet Carnochan of Niagara and Miss Amy Ball of Thorold, Ont.,
Lieut.-Col. G. Villiers Turner of Reading, Eng., Revd. W. C Plen-
derleath of Exeter, Eng., Messrs. P. A. Porter and J. N. Granger of
Buffslo, N. Y., J. H. Coyne of St. Thomas, Wm. Kirby of
Niagara and Dr. L. Clark of St. Catharines, Ont., for the use of
papers in their possessior.

Among the newspapers of the period which have been laid
under contribution, the unique file of the Buffalo Gazette, preserved
in the Buffalo Public Library, occupies the first place. but the Que-
bec Mercury, Montreal Gazette, the Statesman, National Advocate
and Evening Post of New York, the United States Gazette and
Daily American Advertiser of Philadelphia, the Whig and Niles’
Regqister of Baltimore, and the Ontario Repository of Canandaigua,
N. Y, also deserve mention.

Fort Erie, 4th November, 1901.






The Documentary History of the
Campaign on the Niagara
Frontier in 1813.

PART 1.

JANUARY TO JUNE, 1813.

An Addrass from the Legislative Assembly of Upper Canada to the
Inhabitants of the Province. (August, z812.)

Already we have the joy to remark that the spirit of loyalty
has burst forth in all its ancient splendor. )

The Militia in all parts of the Province have volunteered their
services with acclamation and displayed a degree of energy worthy
of the British name.

They do not forget the blessings and privileges which they
enjoy under the protection and fostering care of the British Empire,
whose government is only felt in this country by acts of the purest
Jjustice and most pleasing and efficacious benevolence.

When men are called upon to defend everything they call pre-
cious, their wives and children, their friends and possessions, they
ought to be inspired with the noblest resolutions, and they will not
be easily frightened by menaces or conquered by forzee.

Ard beholding, as we do, the flame of patriotism burning from
one end of the Canadas to the other, we cannot but entertain the
most pleasing anticipations.

Our enemies have indeed said that they can subdue this country
by proclamation, but it is our part to prove to them that they are
sadly mistaken, that the population is determinedly hostile and that
the few who might be otherwise inclined will find it prudent for
their safety to be faithful.

Innumerable attempts will be made by falsehood to detach you
from your allegiance; for our enemies, in imitation of their Euro-
pean master, trust more to treachery than to force, and they will no
doubt make use of many of those lies which, unfortunately for the
virtuous part of those States and tlie peace and happiness of the
world, had too much success during the American rebellion. They
will tell you that they are come to give you freedom. Yes, the base
slaves of the most contemptible faction that ever distracted the
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affairs of any nation—the minions of the very sycophants who lick
the dust of the feet of Bonaparte—will tell yon that they are come
to communicate the blessings of liberty to this Provinee, but you
have only to look at your situation to put such hypocrisy to con-
fusion,

Trusting more to treachety than open hostility, our enemies
have already spread their emissaries through the country to seduce
our fellow subjects from their allegiance by promises as false as the
principles on which they are founded. A law has tnerefore been
enacted for the speedy detection of such emissaries and for their
condign punishment on conviction—a law which it will not be easy
to escape.

Remember when you go forth to the combat that you fight not
for yourselves alone but for the whole world.

You are defeating the most formidable conspiracy against the
civilization of man that ever was contrived—a conspiracy threatening
greater barbarismn and misery than followed the downfall of the
Roman Empire—thai you have now an opportunity of proving your
attachment to the parent State, which contends for the relief of
oppressed nations, the last pillar of true liberty and the last refuge
of humanity. )

Persevere as you have begun in your strict obedience to the
laws and your attention to military discipline; deem no sacrifice too
costly which secures the enjoyment of our happy constitution, fol-
low with your countrymen in Britain the paths of virtue, and
like themn you shall triumph over all your unprincipled foes.

GOD SAVE THE XING.
{From a copy in the Memoirs of Colonel John Clark.)

From the Memoirs of Colonel John Clark of Port Dalhousie.

British forces engaged under the command of Major-Geaeral
Sir Roger Hale Sheaffe after the death of General Brock, who fell
at the onset, Queenston Heights, Oct. 13th, 1812 :—

| 3+ [ 2 | 8 [ 4 (5 | 6 | 7 | 8 |

No. 1—Major Merritt, Militia Cavalry.

No. 2—Capt. Bullock’s 6th Company, 41st Grenadiers.

No. 3—Capt. J. Rowe, Militia Flank Co., 2d Lincoln.

No. 4—Capt. R. Hamilton’s Militia Flank Co., 2d Lincolu.

No. 5—Capt. S. Hatt’s Militia Flank Co., 5th Lincoln.

No. 6—Capt. J. Durand, Militia Flank Co., 5th Lincoln.

No. 7—Capt. J. Chisholm, Militia Flank Co., 2d York.

No. 8—Volunieer sedentary Militia. The Mohawk Indians
under the command of Norton, their chief.
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Right wing, commanded by the Hon. Lieut.-Colonel Thomas
Clark, 2n0d Lincoln Militia. This focce may be estimated at not
more than 350 men—regulars, militia and Indians.

Left wing, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Johnson Butler
of the 4th Lincoln Militia. Field guns under Colonel Crowther of
the 41st, Lieutenant J. C. Ball and Lieutenant Lewis Clement.

| 1 | 2 | 8 | 4 [ 5 | 6 [ 7 | 8 |

Mohawk Indians under Brant, their chief :(—

No. 1—Major Dennis’ Co. of the 49th Regiment.

No. 2—Major Williams’ Co. of the 19th Regiment.

No. 3—Capt. J. Crook’s flank Co., 1st Lincoln Militia.

No. 4—Capt. J. McEwen’s flank Co., 1st Lincoln Militia.

No. 5—Capt. D. Cameron’s flank Co., York Militia.

No. 6—Capt. S. Heward’s flank Co., York Militia.

No. 7—Lieutenant J. Butler’s and Ensign J. Dittrick, 4th
Lincoln Militia.

No. 8—Volunteer sedentary Militia.

N. B.—The left wing may be estimated at 350 men—regulars,
militia and Indians; the left wing about the same proportion with
the right.

The British forces charged on the American forces at the
double-quick, and after the Americans firing a volley [they] re-
treated over the heights to the water’s edge and soon after sent up
a flag of truce, surrendering unconditionally to General Sheaffe,
which flag of surrender was received by General Sheaffe stationed
in a battery commanding the river about half way up the mountain
road, and the writer, John Clark, though too late to be in the fight,
was in the battery at the surrender, and with his detachment
assisted conveying the prisoners to Fort George—972 prisoners taken.

The British force stationed on the heights above Quecenston at
the line consisted of the grenadier and light companies of the 49th
Regiment of the line under the command of Major James Dennis
and Captain Willlams; two militia flank companies from York,
Captains Heward and Cameron; two companies of the 5th Lincoln
Militia under Captains Samuel Hatt and James Durand, with a
few of the Six Nations warriors under Captain Norton and young
John Brant.

The enemy commenced crossing from Lewiston before day-
light, screening themselves before the heights.

After daylight our batteries, three in number, commenced
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playing upon the boats crossing with the enemy, but those already
landed gained the heights. ’

Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, accompanied by Major-General
Sheaffe and his staff, Lieut.-Colonel Glegg, Aide-de-Camp and Mili-
tary Secretary, Brigade Major Evans, Lieut.-Colonel Jobn
Macdonnell, Militia Aide-de-Camp, and Attorney-General of Upper
Canada, Lieut-Colonel Robert Nichol, Militia Quartermaster General,
and Major J. Cummings, Militia Deputy Quartermaster, escorted by
Major Merritt and his troop of militia cavalry, proceeded from the
headquarters at Fort George, Niagara, after the firing at Queenston
had commenced. On his arrival he found some confusion among
our forces, when he immediately rallied them and placing himself
on the right of the Grenadiers of the 49th, his own regiment,
advanced upon the enemy when some of the enemy’s skirmishers
in front picked off our beloved General Brock.

Immediately afterward the galiant, amiable and youthful
Aide-de-Camp Macdonnell fell mortally wounded, of which he died
the following day.

The bodies of these heroes were at once removed to a dwelling
near by, when General Sheatfe assumed the command and retired
with the forees to Vrooman’s battery in the rear, there to await
reirforcements from the right, left and centre. In the meantime
our artillery retarded the progress of the enemy in crossing the
Niagara River.

Major Dennis placed one of his guns so adroitly as to strike
and sin:- one of their boats with its contents after [which] the
American Militia refused to eross the boundary betiween themselves
and Canada. The Six Nations warriors, covered by a copse of wood
on the heights directly in front of the enemy, kept them from
advancing further. .

About 10 o’clock A. M. reinforcements unde- the Hon. Lieut.-
Colonel Thowas Clark [appeared] to the [right] of the enemy’s
position, consisting of Capt. Bullock’s detachments of the 41st
Regulars from Chippawa and the 2nd and 3rd Lincoln Militia flank
companies, with other volunteers {from the Sedentary Militia. Lieut.-
Col. Johnson Butler of the 4th Lincoin, with a detachment of the
light company of the 41st under Lieut. McIntire, together with a
portion of the Ist and 4th Lincoln flank companies joined the forces
awaiting them at Vrooman’s Battery.

They marched at once in a cir- aitous route through the fields
and ascended the mountain at the Hme kiln between Queenston and
St. David's and joined their associates in arms under the Hon.
Lieut.-Colonel Thomas Clark, when the whole advanced under the
command of General Sheaffe upon the enemy’s position in front.
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When within the proper range a deafening yell was heard, a
deadly volley poured in.and a charge made at double quick time
upon the enemy which drove them over the heights to the water'’s
edge and some of them found a watery grave in attempting to
swim the river.

Soon after appeared Colonel Scott at the head of his regulars,
prisoners of war, as also General Wadsworth at the head of the
United States [Militia] in like condition.

(From MSS. Memoirs in possession of Dr. Clark, St. Catharines, Ont.)

Lieut. Patrick McDonogh, 2nd U. S. Artillery, to his sister.
Camr, LEwisTON, October 16th, 1812.

Half an hour before day the troops crossed (composed prinei-
pally of militia and about 600 regulars) under a very heavy fire
from the enemy’s batteries of red hot shell, grape and round shot.
In less than two hours the two batteries were taken and their
troops retreuted in all directions, leaving us in complete po:session
of the bill and landing, A skirmishing ensued, which lasted until
two o’clock, the Englishmen dropping in all quarters, but after col-
lecting their forces for seveu miles around they brought a stronyg
reinforcement of English and Indians, and from that moment the
scene began to change, although obstinately contested by our men,
who fought like heroes but without regularity or order, being
entirely conducted by militia otficers. Major General Van Rens-
selaer, who ordered the attack, for certainly there was no plan in
there being not even hoats provided to take us over, is a general of
this State, and I believe wished to have the merit of doing as much
mischief as he could witheut the assistance or advice of an officer
or private of the regular srmy. It was with difficulty that we
could procure permission to partake in it. General Smyth and his
brigade were on their way to this place—his brigade consisting of
twelve hundred fine men—when he (Van R.) sent an express with
orders for him to return, when two or three hundred regulars at
furthest, more than we had, would have decided in our favor and
prevented our brave soldiers from being made prisoners. The
militia whilst in action fought bravely, but they would leave it
when they thought proper and could not be prevailed on to retura.
Out of 600 regulars there are not more than 250 that are not killed
or wounded and 130 are prisoners. Our colonel is a prisoner.
Lieut. Roach is slightly wounded through the arm by a rifle ball,
and none of our men dangerously. Major Mullany is a prisoner.
When the troops surrendered he hid himself in the rocks for a day,
but the English sent two officers and two officers that were prison-
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ers and a strong guard to prevent the Indians from ecalping those
that were scattered, which they were busily engaged in doing when
the major with six privates gave himself up. He behaved very well
during the action. The English have lost most of their officers.
General Brock is killed and his aid, McDonald of Detroit, mortally
wounded ; the 49th Regiment, half their choicest men that they
boasted so much of, cut to pieces; of two fine companies of grena-
diers not a man left and a great many Indians killed. They can
say that they defeated us, but they have no more to hoast of.  You
may guess that they were well pinched. The battle ended between
four and five P. M fifteen minutes later & flag of truce arrived,
requesting a cessation of hostilities for three days. It was granted
and will terminate to-day.

General Smyth’s brigade arrived here yesterday; the Major-
General has given up the command here to the Brigadier and will,
I am in bopes, return to civil life. I think that in a few days we
will make them look about them, and I hope to direct my next
from Canada. Thisis a very poor country—miserable roads and
nothing to be had for love or money. The land opposite is very
inviting, it looks well and I understand they live well. The river
between us is not wider than the Schuylkill. — * * * *
* * * * * * * * *
I close expecting to be in action shortly. They have received a
reinforcement opposite; we hear a heavy firing from the forts, 7
miles distant. Direct to Fort Niagara or near it.

(From advance sheets of Records of the American Catholic Historical Society of
Philadelphia.)

{(From the Xingston Gazette, Xingston, (Upper Canada,) Vol. II,
No. 48, Saturday, October 31, 1812.)

(Printed and published by Stephen Miles, a few doors east of Walker's Hotel.)

Mr. Editor, if you have room in your Gazette for the enclosed
very interesting letter it cannot fail to be highly acceptable to the
public. A SUBSCRIDER.

Browx’s Poxt, October 14, 1812.

My DEAR Sir:

The affair of yesterday terminated so gloriously for this Prov-
ince and does so much honor to its spirited defenders that I basten
to give an account of it to you, whom I know to be most warmly
interested in the success of the present contest.

Few things occurred either of general moment or of peculiar
interest which I had not an opportunity of observing, and what I
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did see, from its novelty, its horror and the anxiety it occasioned
made 50 great an impression on my mind that I have the picture
of it all fresh and perfect in my imagination and am anxious to
detail the particulars to you, because I know your heart will glow
with fervor at our success, while it feelingly and sincerely luments
the price at which it was purchased.

About half an hour before daylight yesterday morning (Tues-
day, the 13th of October,) being stationed at cue of the batteries
between Fort George and Queenston, I heard a heavy cannonade
from Fort Grey, situated on the height of the mountain on the
American side and commanding the town of Queenston. The
motions of the enemy had for a few days before indicated an
intention to attack and the launching of boats and incessant activity
generally on the other side occasioned suspicions which called for
the utmost vigilance and precaution. The lines had been watched
with all the care and attention which the extent of our force
rendered possible, and such was the fatigue our men underwent
from want of rest and exposure to the inclement weather which
had just preceded, that they welcomed with joy the prospect of a
field, which they thought would be decisive or allow them at least
some leisure for the future. Their spirits were high and their con-
fidence in the General unbounded. They despaired not of the
event. Frowm our battery at Brown’s Poiut, about two miles irom
Queenston, we had the whole scene most completely in our view.
The sight was awful and solemn. Day was just glimmering. The
cannon from both sides roared incessantly, shells were bursting in
the alr and the side of the mountain above Queenston was
illumined by the continual discharge of small arms. This last cir-
cumstance convineed us that some of the enemy had landed and in
a few moments, as day advanced and oljects became more visible,
we saw a number of Americans in boats attempting to land upon
our shore, amidst a tremendous shower of shot of all descriptions,
which was skilfully and incessantly levelled at them. No orders
had been given to Capt. Cameron, who commanded our detachment
of York Militia, what conduct to pursue in case of an attack ab
Queenston, and as it had been suggested to him that in the event of
a landing being attempted there the enemy would probally en-
deavor by various attacks to distract our force, he hesitated at frst
as to the propriety of withdrawing his men from the station
assigned them to defend. He soon saw, however, that every ex-
ertion was required in aid of the troops engaged above us and
without further delay marched us to the scene of action. On our
rond General Brock passed us. He had galloped from Niagara
unaccompaied by lis aide-de-camp or a single attendant. He
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waved his hand to us, desired us to follow with expedition and
proceeded with all speed to the mountain. Lieut-Col. McDonell
and Capt. Glegg passed imnediately after.

At the time the enemy began to croas there were but two com-
panies of the 49th Regiment, the Grenadiers and Light Company
and, I believe, three small companies of militia to oppose them.
Their reception was such as did honor to the courage and manage-
ment of our troops. The grape shot and musquet balls poured up-
on them at close quarters as they approached the shore made
ncredible havoe. A single discharge of grape from a brass six-
pounder, directed by Capt2in Dennis of the 49th Grenadiers,
destroyed 15 in one boat. Three of the batteaux landed at the
hollow below My. Hamilton’s garden at Queenston, and were met by
a party of militia and a few regulars, whe slaughtered almost the
whole of them, taking the rest prisouers. Several other boats were
so shattered and disabled that the men in them threw down their
arms and came on shore merely to deliver thewselves up as
prisoners of war.

Thus far things had proceeded successfully, and the General on
his approach to the mountain was greeted with the intelligence that
all our villainous aggressors were killed or taken. As we advanced
with oar company we met troops of Americans on their way to
Fort George under guard, and the road was lined with miserable
wretches suffering under wounds of all deseriptions and erawling
to our houses for protection and comfort. The spectacle struck us,
who were unused to such scenes, with horror, but we hurried to the
mountain impressed with the idea that the enemy’s attempt was
already frustrated and the business of the day nearly completed.
Another brigade of four boats was just then crossing and the 49th
light company, who had been stationed on the mountain, were
ordered down to assist in preventing their landing. No sooner
had they descended than the enemy appeared in force above them.
They had probably landed before the vest, while it was yet dark,
and had remained concealed by the rough crags of the mountain.
They possessed thewselves of our battery on the height. General
Brock rushed up the mountain on foot with scme troops to dislodge
them, but they were so advantageously posted and kept up so
tremendous =« fire that the small number ascending were driven
back. The General then rallied and was proceeding up the right of
the wountain to attack them in flank when he received a ball in
his breast. Several of the 49th assembled round him—one poor
fellow was severed in the middle by a ball and fell across the
General. They succeeded, however, in conveying his body to
Queenston. Just at this instant we came up. We were halted a
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few moments in Mr. Hamilton’s garden, where we were exposed to
the shot from the American battery at Fort Grey and from several
field pieces directly opposite to us, besides an incessant and dis-
orderly fire of musquetry from the sides of the mountain. One of
our men had his leg shot off in the ranks by a cannon ball, which
carried away the calf of another poor fellow’s leg. In a few minutes
we were ordered to advance to the mountain. The nature of the
ground and the galling fire prevented any kind of order in ascend-
ing. We soon scrambled to the top at the right of the battery
which the Americans had gained and were in some measure covered
by the woods. There we stood, and gathering the men as they
advanced formed them into line. The fire was too hot to admit of
delay. Scarcely more that 50 were collected, about 30 of whomn
were of our company headed by Capt. Cameron, and the remainder
of the 49th light company commanded by Capt. Williams. Lieut.-
Colonel MecDonell was there, mounted, and animating the men to
charge, seconded with great spirit and valor by Capt. Williaws,
who exclaimed, “Feel firmly to the right, my lads; advance steadily;
charge them home and they.cannot stand you.” But the attempt
was unsuccessful, and must have been dictated rather by a fond hop.
of regaining what had been lost by a desperate effort, than by any
conviction of its practicability. The enemy were just in front, covered
by bushes and logs, were in no kind of order and were three or four
hundred in pumber. They perceived us forming and at about 30
yards distance tired. Lieut.-Colonel McDonell, who was on the left
of our party most heroically calling upon us to advance, received a
shot in his body and fell—his horse was at the same instant killed.
I cannot recall my feelings at the moment. Capt. Williams, who
was ab the other extremity of our little band, fell the next moment,
apparently dead. The remainder of our men advanced a few
paces, discharged their pieces and retired down the mountain.
Lieutenant MeLean was wounded in the thigh, and Capt. Cameron
in his attempt to save Col. McDonell exposed himself to a shower
of musquetry, which he most miracu’ously escaped. He succeeded
in bearing off his friend, and Capt. Williams recovered from the
momentary effect of the wound in his head in time to escape down
the mountain. This happened, I think, about ten o’clock.

Our forces rallied about a mile below. Gen. Sheaffe, with the
41st from Fort George, nearly 300 in number, came up soon after
with the field-pieces of the Car Brigade. All the force that could
be collected was now mustered and we marched through the fields
back of Queenston, ascended the mountain on the right and re-
mained in the woods in rear of the enemy till intelligence was
gained of their position. During this time the Awmericans were
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landing frech troops unmolested and carrying back their dead and
wounded in their return boats. Aboubt 3 o'clock P. M., General
Sheaffe advanced through the woods towards the battery on the
mountain with the main body /{composed of the 4lst and the
Niagara Militia Flank Companies, with the field pieces,) on the
right. The Mohawk Indians and a Niagara company of Blacks
proceeded along the brow of the mountain on the left, and the
light company of the 49th with our company of militia broke
through the centre. In this manner we rushed through the woods
to the eneamping ground on the mountain, which the enemy then
occupied, and which had been the scene of their morning’s success.
The Indians were the first in advance. As soon as they perceived
the enemy they uttered their terrible war-whoop, and rushing
rapidly upon them commenced a most destructive fire. Our troops
instantly sprung forward from all quarters, joining in the shout.
The Americans gave a volley, then retreated tumultuously and fled
by bundreds down the mountain. At thut moment Capt. Bullock,
with 150 of the 41st and two flank companies of militia, appeared
advancing on the road from Chippawa. The consternation of the
enemy was complete. Though double in number they stopped not
to withstand their pursuers, but fled with the utmost precipitation.
Never were men more miserably situated—they had no place to
retreat to, and were driven by a furious and avenging enemy, from
whom they had little mercy to expect, to the brink of the mountain
which overhangs the river. They fell in numbers—the river pre-
sented a horrid spectacle, filled wizh poor wretches who plunged
into its stream from the impulse of fear, with scarcely the hope or
probability of being saved. Many leaped down the side of the
mountain to avoid the horrors which pressed upon them and were
dashed in pieces by the fall. The fire from the American batteries
ceased. Two officers were now observed coming up the hill with
a white flag, and with some difficulty the slaughter was suspended.
They were conducted up the mountain to Gen. Sheaffe. A cessation
of hostilities for three days was asked for and assented to—Gen.
Sheaffe very properly and considerately insisted upon the irnmediate
destruction of their boats, which they permitted.

Thus about 4 o’clock P. M. ended the business of this day, so
important and so interesting in its occurrences to the inbabi-
tants of this Province. The invasion of our peaceful shores by its
unprincipled and insidious neightors has terminated in the entire
loss of their army with everything brought over, not escepting
their standard with the very modest device of the “Eagle Perched
upon the Globe.” The exact number of Americans landed cannot
be easily ascertained by us, but we know that we have taken more
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than 900 prisoners with 60 of their officers, probably their travest
and their best, and that, except the poor wounded men who were
carried over in boats while they retained possession of the moun-
tain, searce a man has straggled back to relate to his country the
disastrous event of an expedition planned by their unrichteous
government to destroy our unoffending, and as they hoped defence-
less, Province. Never was an inferpal and unprovoked and unjust
attempt at plunder and oppression more completely frustrated, and
the view of dead bodies which strewed the ground, and the
mangled carcasses of poor wounded suffering mortals who filled
every room in the village, while it rent the heart and provoked the
execration of their measures and those men that led the deluded
- wretches to their ruin, afforded a proud, a just and an honest exul-
tation that the ballowed canse of our country had so gloriously
prevailed.

Still, we have much to sorrow for. Qur country has a loss to
deplore which the most brilliant success cannot fully atone for, and
private feelings will have received wounds which even time tho’ it
may soothe can never heal. The General, who had led our little
army to vietory, whose soul was wrapped up in our prosperity, and
whose every energy was directed to our defence, is now shrouded
in the grave. Brave to admiration and entertaining no idea but of
conquering in so sacred a cause, he met the fate which he dis-
dained to shun and ended a life which was an honor to his pro-
fession by a death which must ever be its glory. Who will not
sympathize in another misfortune nearly related to the formier,
though of a nature more deeply interesting because it affects our
nearer and more kindly feelings ? I mean the death of Lieut.-Col.
McDonell. This beroic young man, the constant attendant of the
General, after his fall strove to support to the last a cause which
should never be despaired of, because it involved in its event the
very salvation of his country. But he was not reserved to witness
its triumph. I have mentioned the manner of his death. His
career was short but honorable, his end was premature but full of
glory. He will be buried at the same time with the General. The
tears of every lover of his country will honor their fate, and never
can their memory be too much venerated. Our company of volun-
teers suffered considerably. One man was killed and eleven
wounded, some of them very badly. But all these, tho’ melancholy
circumstances, are the inevitable consequences of war, and grateful
should this Province be to Heaven if by a sacrifice of some of its
gallant defenders it can save itself from unjust aggression and
preserve to our Mother Country a possession which has been ever
the object of her atfection and will soon contribute eminently to her
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prosperity. The cause of our enemies has received a deadly shock.
They have lost a great number of their regular troops. Their
militia were unwilling to partake in the enterprise, and it cannot be
supposed that they will hereafter be more forward in a cause
which was ever repugnant to their feelings, and which they now
find to be as big with danger as it is hostile to every principle of
humanity and right. They have besides lost some of their leading
officers. Col. Van Rensselaer, who commanded the expedition, was
wounded in the boats and obliged to return. General Wadswersh,
who succeeded him, is taken by us with several others of thsir
field officers. All the arms they brought over have fallen into our
hands. We, on the contrary, except in the calamitous instanrces I
have wmentioned, are not at all impaired in the means of defcnce
against a similar invasion. The loss on our part was providentially
swall. Only twenty men have fallen in a contest in which four
hundred of the enemy unquestionably perished. Our troops will
have received fresh courage from their victory, and the cool tho’
determined and vigorous conduct of General Sheaffe and the gallant
behaviour and spirited exertions of the officers under his command
on that occasion claim from us every confidence in the anticipation
of the future.
(Frora a copy In possession of Lt.-Col. G. Villiers Turner, Reading, England.)

Lieut. Patrick McDonogh, 2d U. S. Artillery, to —
Brack Rock, Nov. 13th, 1812.

Here we are, sometimes in grand spirits at others in the dumps;;
when there are any signs of crossing we are cheerful, but the
thought of passing a dull winter on the banks of the river brings
down the lip. Since my last the infantry were ordered to build
huts to quarter in. After they had pitched upon the ground and
some companies had struck their tents to march to it, an express
arrived from General Dearborn or the Secretary of War which
caused the order to be countermanded, and General Smyth in an
address to the men of the State of New York says that ina few
days we shall plant the American standard in Canada, that we will
conquer or die, and that no savages shall cross to tarnish our
ungathered laurels by ruthless deeds. Before this .2aches you it
will be in the Philadelphia newspapers. There was an order issued
yesterday that the officers should dress as much like the men as
possible, so that they could not be distinguished from them at 150
paces, and that the soldiers should be drilled in squatting or lying
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down and loading their pieces. There are from 1,500 to 2,500
drafted wmilitia coming on from Pennsylvania, 200 of which tisey
say are riflemen, and thav they will all cross. They are within two
or three days march of here. After they get a few days drilling
we may expect to move. It has been snowing lightly for the past
three days, but the bottomn not being good the snow has not
remained any depth on the ground. . . .

P. S.—Roach is getting much stronger; he sits up part of the

day. Major Mullany is still here and says he will remain until we
et the town-major opposite to exchange for him.

14th—1 open my letter to menéion the probable time the
armistice will cease. I have just received orders to go to Niagara
with twenty men for the purpose of lLringing up all the ammuni-
tion and camp equipage there and to have them here by the 20th,
when you may expect hostile operations will begin.

(From advance sheets of the Records of the American Catholic Historical Society of
Philadelphia.)

(Brig. Major Evans?) to Hon, Wm. D. Powell.

ForTt GEORGE, 4th Dec., 1812.
My DEAR SR :—

I embrace a leisure moment to detail to you a few of the mili-
tary occurrences which have taken place on our frontier. Previous
to the 19th ulto. nothing worth recital took place. On that day
the termination of the armistice was notified to us. A land enter-
prise had been contemplated whenever that event should happen,
embracing the destruction of the battery opposite our fort, that of
the contiguous houses affording shelter for their troops, and if prac-
ticable to attempt the capture of the fort, debouching by the Four
Mile Creek, destroying the boats and depots established there, and
finally returning by the lake by means of the Prince Regent and
boats to have been stationed within pistol shot of the shore. This
movement was to have been favored by a brisk ecannonade on the
fort of Niagara. For some reason or other the General abandoned
the land enterprise and confined himself to the cannonade in which
the enemy are stated to bave lost one officer, and 10 killed and be-
tween 20 and 80 wounded. Ours was a half-pay officer and a
soldier of the 49th killed and soine trifling wounds. Outbuildings
were consumed and the mess-house of the 41st. The town has
sustained considerable injury. The houses most damaged are those
of Mr. Symington, Mr. Forsyth and the one in which I live. The
enemy has been particularly uncivil to me, having destroyed almost
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everything in my quarters and my epaulettes stolen from my coat,
and my bed was scarcely to be discovered, such was the ruin and
destruction of everything around it. From that moment our toils
and privations have been excessive. The dangers of the field have
been nothing to what we have suffered. Scarcely an hour’s rest
any night, without any longer a single establishment for even a
breakfast. At two in the morning of the 28th the enemy landed
above Grand Island in 14 boats, each containing from 34 to 40 of
their chosen troops and rowed by their desperate [sailors]? They
were timely opposed by the field artillery which did much execu-
tion previous to their landing, but by some mistake or other
unaccountable cause the proportion of the 49th stationed for the
defence of the batteries did not do all that was reasonably expected
of them. The batteries were in consequence carried, the guns
spiked and the field artillery disabled. Poor King will, I fear, lose
his leg. Lawmont [is] wounded in five places, but expected to
recover ; some officers of the militia wounded and about 80 killed,
wounded or prisoners; 36 of the militia and 49th gave themselves
up as prisoners to the enemy. King is a prisoner. Our estima-
tion of the enemy’s loss is from 100 to 120, of whom about 40 are
prisoners, including theiv great character, Captain King, General
Smyth’s A. D. C. The latter surrendered on reinforcements arriv-
ing; the others got off after burning many houses. Some hours
after a second division of eighteen boats approached our shore, but on
Col. Bishopp’s appearance he easily repulsed them. From that
period nothing but indications of erossing by the enemy. Of course
you may imagine our anxiety and fatigue. Yesterday we received
the most gratifying intelligence corroborated from wany quarters.
The enemy had 6,000 men and 113 boats. Their failure had excited
such disgust that Geneval Smyth had been repeatedly fired at, the
belt of his A. D. C. shot off. The militia had expended all their
ammunition, disembodied themselves and marched home. The
regulars were dying upwards of ten a day, and the sickness increas-
ing. Had I time I would transcribe Smyth’s proclamation. It
beats Hull’s for falsehood. He openly declares that the British
were bringing the savages to butcher their women and children,
and offers a reward of 40 dollars for the spoils of every one who
shall be killed. It is impudent and infamous throughout. We are
still on the alert, prepared for whatever may happen. We have
accounts from above. The enemy still at Fort Defiance. Young
Elliott, the lawyer, and an Indian chief were killed in recon-
noitering.

Poor old Major Campbell was buried yesterday; he was fairly
worried and died of cold and anxiety.
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We are all in spirits here. Myers and Bisshopp are looked up
to from all quarters. The former commands the right of the line.
It is in good hands. Our disposition and arrangements have of
course had a complete change and our main strength now lies above
Chippawa. Fort Erie has been summoned by General Smyth in
presence of 6,000 of his troops embarked in their boats. A sure
pproof this of irresolution. You may imagine the answer returned.

On the night of the 28th, after having rode at least 70 miles
during the day, and arranging our new line, I had the misfortune
to sprain my ancle and wrist by my horse galloping in the darkness
of the night against a wood fence. They have not, however, been
sufficiently severe to cause a moment’s confinement, nor have I
since that perviod had my clothes off for two hours together. You
may imagine I am now anxious to see my family, and I believe it is
expected I should immediately descend, but as I have not yet
abandoned this line for & single minute it would grieve me much
at such a crisis to be taken away. Nothing bLut a positive injunc-
tion from headquarters shall compel me thereto.

{From MS. in possession of George Murray Jarvis, Esq.. Ottawa.)

Tieut. Patrick McDonogh to his Parents.
WILLIAMSVILLE, December 12th, 1812.

. . We are now encamped in the woods, building
huts which we expect to get into by the middle of next month. It
is rather late in the season to be in tents. We have a very hand-
some situation on Eleven Mile creek. The place is called after its
owner, a Colonel Williams of New York. I hear he contemplated
building his house next spring on the very ground on which we are
building, and desired that not a piece of timber should be cut. as he
wished it entirely shaded, but I can promise him that by that time
there will not be a sapling standing within a mile of it. We
marched fron: Black Rock to this place on the 11th inst. You
have heard ere this of the duel that took place on the 12th between
Generals Smyth and Porter, and the latter’s statement of facts.
General S. has left here on furlough. Col. Porter of the Light
Artillery commands in his absence, and as we are eleven miles from
the enemy everything is quiet.

(From advance sheets of the Records of the American Catholic Historical Society of
Philadelphia.)
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Major-General Sir Roger Hale Sheaffe to Hon. Wm. D. Powell,

ForT GEORGE, 20th Dec., 1812,
My DEAR FRrIEND :—

I have acted on your suggestion regarding the alleged combin-
ation, having written, or rather directed a letter to be written, to the
Acting Attorney General to take the necessary steps, and desired
him to show it to you that it may be ascertained that all is right
and according to law, for I really have so much to do that I cannot
do anything well.

I have answered the chairman’s letter accompanying the plan,
which cannot be too highly extolled.

I have sent a copy to Col. Talbot and an express is going to
Amh[erstburg] by which I shall also send one, and more if I can.
I presume that it is in print by this time. I put my name down
for £200, Lt.-Col. Bisshopp, £100—further I have not yet had a
report.

d The persons of the sect alluded to and who reside near this are
not yet of the association, at least so says T. Dickson, whom I have
put on enquiry. I have received several letters from Mrs. S, tell
Mrs. P, and to one a postscript from Miss S. dated 3rd Dee.

I send to Mr. McMahon a form of prayer and thanksgiving I
have received from the Lord Bishop of Quebec, which I am desirous
of disseminating for the use of our churches in this Province.

Major Clerk goes to New York to act there in the Q. M. G.
Dept. He is a worthy man and a pleasant one withal when known,
and much esteemed in the Regt. I have cut a finger and can
scarcely write as legibly as yourself.

Some of the enemy’s troops are said to have been moved back
to Batavia, and 8 or 10 to be buried daily at Buffalo. B[rigadier]
G[eneral] Smyth is reported to have declared that he would be
either in Canada or in Hell on Xmas day. He may be fortunate
enough to escape both.

Adieu—with thanks for your friendly hints, the benefit of
which I trust will never be withheld.

(From MS. in possession of George Murray Jarvis, Esq., Ottawa.)
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Commanding Officers of Militia Regiments in Upper Canada in
x813.

1st Regiment, Glengarry—Lieut.-Col. McMillan.
2d Regiment, Glengarry—Lieut.-Col. Macdonell.
1st Regiment, Prescott—Lieut.-Col. Fortune.
1st Regiment, Grenville—Colonel Wm. Fraser.
2d Regiment, Grenville—Lieut.-Col. Burritt.
1st Regiment, Dundas—Liz zt.-Col. Thomas Fraser.
1st Regiment, Leeds—Lieut.-Col. Sherwood.
2d Regiment, Leeds—Colonel Stone.
1st Regiment, Frontenac—Hon. Colonel Cartwright.
1st Regiment, Addington—Colonel Wm. Johnston.
1st Regiment, Prince Ed ward—Colonel Archibald McDonell.
1st Regiment, Lennox—Major Crawford.
1st Regiment, Hastings—Colonel Ferguson.
1st Regiment, Northumberland—Lieut.-Col. Peters.
1st Regiment, Durham—Lieut.-Col. Baldwin.
1st Regiment, York—Lieut.-Col. Graham.
2d Regiment, York—ULieut.-Col. Beaseley.
3d Regiment, York—Lieut.-Col. Chewett.
1st Regiment, Lincoln—Hon. Colonel Claus.
2d Regiment, Lincoln—Lieut.-Col. Clark.
3d Regiment, Lincoln—Lieut.-Col. Warren.
4th Regiment, Lincoln—Major Tenbrock.
5th Regiment, Lincolu—Lieut.-Col. Bradt.
1st Regiment, Norfolk—Lieut.-Col. Ryerson.
2d Regiment, Norfolk—Lieut.-Col. Nichol.
1st Regiment, Oxford—Lieut.-Col. Bostwick.
1st Regiment, Kent—Hon. Colonel Baby.
1st Regiment, Essex—Colonel Elliott.
2d Regiment, Essex—Lieut.-Col. Baptiste Baby.
1st Regiment, Middlesex—Colonel Talbot.
{Report of Loyal and Patriotic Society, pp. 50-1.)

Notes on Upper Canada.

The most beautiful section of Upper Canada is the peninsula
south of the river Severn, which empties into the bay of Gloucester
in Huron lake, and of the river Trent, which empties into Ontario
near Kingston. The province is denominated “Upper,” because
the Niagara and St. Lawrence runs N. and N. E, and Lake Erie,
glo’ but 34 miles distant, elevates its surface 250 feet above Lake

ntario.
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The rivers of the peninsula are the Thames, Escartic and Gran<
the former running southwest into Lake St. Clair, the latter south-
east into Lake Erie. The Chippawa Creek empties into the Niagara
about three miles above the falls; the Credit empties between the
head of Lake Ontario and York, the Don and the Humber into
Ontario near York. The Thames is navigable for vessels of seventy
tons for nineteen miles from the mouth, and for vessels of any
burden ten or twelve miles. Boat navigation is good to the Mills
at Delaware. Of these rivers the Thames is the largest, tho’ none
of them very considerable.

Detroit (the strait) is fifty-seven chains wide at the Fort
Detroit and is much parrower at Malden by occasion of an island
oprosite that fort. The channel here is within etfective musket
shot of the shore.

The Niagara at the garrison is wider than at Detroit—it is pro-
bably half a mile wide. At Black Rock a flat bottomed boat or
SCOW crosses in seven minutes.

Mountains of any importance are not seen in the peninsula.
An elevation which forms the Genesee Falls, the Ridge Road,
Queenston Heights, and terminating a little to the west of the head
of Ontario, about sixty-tive miles from Niagara, is emphatically
styled “the mountain.” It presents fro.n its brow the most exten-
sive view of the plains at its foot and of Ontario, which approaches
and recedes from one to seven miles from its base. From the sum-
mit of this mountain to Erie the country is level; the traveller
meets with no hills from Niagara to Detroit, save the ravines here
and there formed by streans and rivulets.

The New Englander travelling west takes leave of hiils in the
county of Onondaga in New York State and sees no more until
Detroit is in his rear.

The principal roads are from Erie to Niagara. from Niagara to
Detroit, and Dundas Street, which, commencicg at the lower Fort
St. Lawrence and running along Ontario by its head, joins the old
Detroit road at Gzford on the Thames.

From Erie to the ferry opposite Black Rock is two miles, and
from thence to Fort George, or Newark, is thirty-five miles. The
road is perfectly level (excepting the easy descent ~t Queenston)
and runs upon the bank of the river (excepting from the falls to
Queenston) through a delightful cultivated country. Between
Chippawa and Erie is a small creek crossed by a bridge.

The Chippawa is a small black stream coming from a level,
fertile country to empty into the Niagara at the Village of Chip-
pawa, three miles above the falls. Ten or twelve rods above the
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bridge on the north bank is a blockhouse, manned in time of peace
by a sergeant’s guard.

The furs and merchandise which are brought from the North-
west drop down to some place within a few wiles of Chippawa,
whence they are carried to this spot and deposited. The stream of
- the Niagara below this creek is too rapid for navigating in safety.
The Niagara here is two miles wide, yet there is a ferry, but the
ferrymen cautiously ascend the stream to the point of Navy Island,
half a mile above Chippawa, before they cross to Fort Schlosser.
The Chippawa, though a considerable stream, cannot effect to
mingle its dark waters with tbe pellucid current of the majestic
Niagara for one mile and a half. It is confined to a narrow path
along the shore and the line is as definite between the waters as
between the land and water. The passage of this ereek in a hostile
manner, except on the ice, may be disputed. Nature opposes no
other obstacle in a march to Fort George by this road.

Fort George, or Newark, is approached by three roads: one from
Queenston ; one by the lake from the creek, called the Twelve, (the
nuwber given to it hy the surveyors;) and another by the middle
road through the swamp from the Ten, (another creek, so called).
Between Niagara and the head of Ontario are creeks called the 8,
10, 15, 16, 20, 30, 40 and 50. The 15,16 and 20 form deep ravines.

No road leads directly from Erie to Detroit. One road turns
west from the Falls thro’ Beaver Dams and the Beech Woods; one
from Queenston to the mills, and one from Niagara by the lake.
The twy iast unite at the Twelve. The first joins them at the
Twenty. At the Forty, 30 miles from Niagara and 20 from Queens-
ton and the Falls, is a village, mills, &e. At the Fifty, 40 wiles
from Niagara, the road to York inclines to the right, and seven
miles from thence crosses the beach which divides the head of Leke
Ontario from Little Lake or Burlington Bay, then turns to the
right for York, which is about 40 miles from the head of the lake
and 180 from Kingston. The Detroit road continues on from the
Fifty to Ancaster at the bead of the lake, from thence it bears
south of west to Grand River, crosses the Burford Plains (eleven
miles wide,) and joining Dundas street or the Governor’s Road, as
it is called, touches the Thames at Oxford. Thence it pursues its
course, crossing at Delaware and leads to its mouth, and so along
the south side of Lake St. Clair to Detroit. The road is on the left
bank of the Detroit level to Malden 13 miles.

Coot’s Paradise, at the head of Lake Ontario is nearly midway
between Kingston and the head of the St. Lawrence and Detroit,
being 220 miles from Kingston and 203 from Detroit.
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The distance from Niagara to this place is only 70 miles. From
it Detroit bears S. W, Kingston N. E, and Niagara E. S. E.

From the falls of Niagara to Detrocit is 204 miles. Itis the
same from Niagara Garrison. From Buffalo to Detroit on the south
or American side of Erie, 340 miles is the shortest reputed distance.
On the north or British side of Erie it is 277 miles.

From the capital in Albany to Niagara, by Tonewanta swamp,
is 285% miles. The distance is 10 miles less by the Great Western
turnpike to Cherry Valley, and thence by turnpike to Manlius
Square, where it unites with the Genesee turnpike. This is the
route of the military express from Albany to Niagara, which pro-
ceeds at a rate of not less than eight miles and not exceeding ten
the hour. From Albany to Queenston by Cherry Valley and Tone-
wanta swamp is 292 miles. Of this distance 208 (to Canandaigua)
miles are turnpike. The remainder, save ten or twelve miles, is an
excellent road. Most of the road from Niagara to Detroit is also
excellent. The shortest practicable road from the Capitol at
Albany to Detrois is therefore 5303 miles ; vie Buffalo, Presque Isle,
Scioto, Sandusky, Miami, &ec., it amounts to 638. If you go to Buf-
falo and then through the Province you will add 23 miles to the
distance before noted.

The military road from Malden to Niagara would be to retrace
the steps of General Brock, to wit, by water from Malden to Long
Point, thence across the plains 20 miles to the village of the Six
Nations on Grand River, here is a bridge 3 miles above the village
or the river is fordable ; thence it is 28 miles to the head of Ontario,
6 miles of which are woods and bad travelling, the remainder plains.

In respect to population the settlements are from Erie to Fort
George on the Niagara, and extending up the Chippawa and west
of the falls through the Beaver Dams to the head of Lake Ontario.
The people are chiefly from Pennsylvania and New Jersey, a con-
siderable portion from New York and some from Scotland and
England. A portion of these inhabitants went from the United
States during the revolution, Lut by far the greater number since
that period. These comnpose the Canadian Militia, who distin-
guished themselves at Detroit and Queenston as mentioned in
General Prevost’s general order.

From York, on the bay of Toronto, the settlements extend along
the waters to Lower Canada, and from two to twenty back. From
Kingston to York about two-thirds of the inhabitantsare Americans.

The settlement on Grand River, which ewpties into Erie, are
all by Awericans, mostly from Pennsylvania and New Jersey, some
from New England and York.
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The left bank of Detroit is settled by French Canadians.

No census has been taken in Upper Canada. On the authorisy
of Heriot’s Travels it has been estimated at 80,000 in 1806. I think
that exceeds the real number in 1812. There were on the 20th of
July, 1812, on duty in Upper Canada one-third of all the militia
between the ages of sixteen and sixty, to wit at Oswegatchie 700,
at Kingston 500, York 450, Niagara 750, and at Malden about 300,
making in the whole 2,700. Thus there are in the Province 7,100
militiamen or persons fit for militia duty, between the ages of 16
and 60. From this the number of inhabitants may be estimated.
Suppose one-seventh within those ages be excused from duty, er
1,000, this makes 8,100. Then add an equal nuwber for the males
under sixteen and above sixty, equal to 16,200. Add afterwardsan
equal number for the females and you will have a grand acgregate
of 82,400 for the whole white population. I am confident that the
free white inhabitants, exclusive of the army, cannot exceed 50,000.

On the 20th of July there were at Niagara 500 regulars and
no more, and at York 50 invalids, and at Malden 180. In time of -
peace there are about 300 men at Fort George, 12 at Chippawa, 20
at Erie and 100 at Malden, or about a battalion in all.

The militia are all well armed with new muskets and bave
plenty of the munitions of war. The Indians within the Peninsula
cannot muster more than 600 warriors. I have seen the forces of
the Six Nations reviewed by Col. Brandt ab their annual parade on
the 1st day of May, and since that period they have not increased.
The Mohawks residing at Grand River are the most warlike. They
are at present chiefly directed by Norton, a native white man of the
lower province, who is a tolerable English scholar and well versed
in the English language. After having been patronised by the
famous Brandt, he was adopted and made a chief.

The climate of the Peninsula, particularly in the vicinity of
the lakes, is as mild as the vicinity of New York and Philadelphia.
There is little snow and the air is salubrious. Though the country
is very level there is little stagnant water. The waters of the lake
and great river are quite pellucid. The lesser streams are dark,
though the waters are healthy, and all abound with a great variety
of fish. Pears, peaches and the delicious melon are tolerated by the
climate somewhat above 100 miles west of Albany, and acquire more
and more flavor by soil and climate westward to Detroit. The left
back of the Niagara is pretty well cultivated, and the soil, though
less fertile than the interior. yields corn and rye and from 18 to 24
bushels of wheat an acre. Beaver Dams, a few miles west from the
Falls, is better cultivated by farmers from New Jersey and Pennsyl-
vania, and may be known by clover fields, high fences and good
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barns of stone when the materials can be had. Here and through-
out the Peninsula bees succeed surprisingly.

The substratum of the plains is limestone, and gypsum, or
plaster of paris, is found there.

Besides fruit and wheat Upper Canada furnishes to the British
great stores of provisions for Quebee, Halifax and the West Indies,
and the greatest possible encouragement is held out for raising hemp
for their navy. Great stress is also laid upon the Canadians as
observators upon the United States.

(From the National Intelligencer of Washington, D. C., January, 1813, probably based
on & Memoir by a Or. Tiffany, & former resident of the Proviice, forwarded to President
Madison by Senator Mitchell of New York.)

Militia General Orders.

ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
ForT GEORGE, 1st January, 1813.

It having become necessary that there be more frequent returns
made by the several regiments of wilitia within this Province than
_ are by law required,

His Honor Major-General Sheaffe is pleased to direct that
during the present exigency there shall be a quarterly return of
each regiment, viz: On the 24th December, 24th March, 24th June
and 24th September.

Officers commanding will accordingly transmit to the Adjutant-
General’s office, with as little delay as possible, & return of their
respective regiments or corps, which shall be taken as for 24th
December last. They will be careful to insert the rank and names
of all their commissioned officers accordine to their seniority.

By order,
ZEXEas SHAW,
Adjutant-General Militia.

Lieut.-Colonel Myers to Colonel Talbot.

ForT GEORGE, January 2d, 1813.

SIrR,—It having been determined to build for His Majesty’s
service on Lake Erle a vessel of war to carry eighteen guns, as also
several gunboats, and understanding that In your vicinity there
may be procured some artificers who could be usefully employed
upon those works, I have to request that you will be pleased to
exert your influence to obtain as considerable a portion as may be
in your power of the description as in the margin, (ship-carpenters,
boat-builders, joiners, blacksmiths,) in order that they may be for-
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warded to Amherstburg. You will please to cause it to be explained
to such persons as are willing to be thus employed, that they will
receive the same pay, &c., as was given to the several classes of
those who were employed in building the Lady Prevost, or at the
rates given to those now employed in similar work at York and
Kingston. On this subject I have written for information, and
when received I will forward it to the Deputy-Assistant Quarter-
master-General at Amherstburg. The artificers must carry with
them, as far as possible, tools.

As it is essential that the utmost despatch should be used in
forwarding such artificers as can be procured to Amherstburg,
and as they will proceed on the King’s service it will be requisite
that the magistrates should give the necessary authority for the
impressment of sleighs for their conveyance, and it would be very
material in forwarding this measure if an intelligent militia officer
can be directed to take a general charge of the artificers on their
way up, for the purpose of assisting in procuring the necessary
carriage sor them and defraying the expense. For this purpose he
will be furnished with a sum of money adequate to the probable
amount, and for which he would finally account with the assistant
commissary at Amherstburg on his arrival, to whom instructions
on the subject will be transmitted.

{From the Talbot Papers.)

Address to the York Militia.
VOLUNTEERS, MEN OF THE FLANK COMPANIES AND EMBODIED MILITIA:

Dr. Strachan and myself have obtained permission from your
officers to address you on a subject of the highest interest to the
militia of the Province.

When we were invaded by an army of banditti, whose sole
object was cowardly plunder, the gallant example of the York
volunteers cnabled General Brock to save the Provinee and capture
General Hull and his whole army.

The good effects of that example have been since felt throagh-~
out the militia, which bave never in any instunce met the enemy
but to capture or repulse them.

The enthusiasm produes i by this gallant conduct of the militia
has warmed every heart. O.d and young men and women through-
out the Province are all desirous to certify their gratitude. A
young lady of this place proposed a subscription to afford relief to
the distressed families of the militia on duty.
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The happy thought was instantly pursued with eagerness.
One worthy minister from the pulpit inviied v meeting for that
purpose. Among less than twenty persons who attended more than
ﬁ(tit(:leeéx hundred dollars were subseribed to be yearly. More is daily
added.

The president, as soon as he heard of it, gave eight hundred
dollars, and Colonel Bisshopp, inspector of militia, four hundred
dollars. It is supposed that every one not under arms will give a
10th to a 20th of their income. Your officers here desired to con-
tribute one day’s pay per month to this fund, from which they will
derive no benefit, as it is contined to the relief of families of non-
commissioned rfficers and privates. It has been considered that the
desire of the York militia to set the example and take a lead in
everything honorable entitles them to be received, as well as their
officers, to contribute a day’s pay per month to this fund for the
relief of their families. We will then form the Loyal and Patriotic
Society, to accept of this contribution which, we have no doubt,
will be unanimous. It is usual, on such applications to bodies of
men to take the assent of the majority as binding upon all, but we
are jealous of receiving an unwilling mite. Therefore, if there is a
man among you who 1s unwilling to give this small portion of his
pay for the relief of his neighbours we beg that he will give us his
name that it may be marked on the pay list.

(From MS. in Hon. Wm. D. Powell’s hagdwriti)ng, in possessicn of G. M. Jarvis, Esq.,
ttawa.

8ir Roger Hale Sheaffe to Hon. Wm. D. Powell.

ForT GEORGE, 6th January, 1813.
My Dear FRIEND :(—

I hoped to have had some printed copies of the resolutions of
the L{oyal] and P[atriotic] Society to distribute. We have no press
at work here. There is a demand for them ; they should be sent in
all directions.

After the arrival of-the six alisns from York, a fruitless
attempt was made to have a communication with the other side to
know if they would be permitted to land, and it was afterwards
decided that it under the present circumstances would be highly
impolitic to allow the aliens to go over. I have therefore ordered
the passports to be suspended and for passes to be granted for resid-
ing without molestation during good behavior, in places named by
themselves, where they have usually lived and distant from the
line, to remain until called. A great number came before the board
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here. Some of those from York are desirous of returning, which
will be permitted.

Be good enough to communicate the foregoing to the members
of the York board.

Thank the Chief Justice for his letter. I have hardly time to
add that I am always, with affectionate devotion to you and yours,

. Your faithful friend,
R. H. SHEAFFE.
(From MS. in possession of George Murray Jarvis, Esq., Ottawa.)

Major Thomas Evang to Houn. Wm. D. Powell,

Private. ForT GEORGE, 6th January, 1813.

My DEAR SIR:

I write a line, if only to indulge my inclination of wisking you
all very many bappy returns of the New Year.

By a flag which crossed on Monday from the opposite side we
learn that the redoubtable General Smyth is now defending himself
at Washington ; Porter bellowing in Congress. A Col. Porter now
commands the force at Black Rock, where it appears Commodore
Chauncey is sojourning. A vote in Congress of 25,000 additional
regulars. The pay of the American army considerably increased.
Each maritime state building a ship of war, now stated to be upon
the stocks. Think you that England after all this will believe in
the existence of war?

The Acasta, said to have been taken, is not, and a faint hope
exists that one or more of their vessels have fallen into our hands.
No news thro’ the States from either Russia or the Peninsula, a
circumstance in itself ominous of the most favorable events.

My letters from belew mention that had Dearborn advanced
three miles further with his 8,000 men ot & soul of them would
have escaped captivity, 15,000 of our people being ready to sur-
round them. A packet which sailed from England latter end of
August anticipated the September mail. The October was expected
to arrive daily at Montreal, means having been taken to ensure ity
speedy arrival overland from Halifax.

We are going on tolerably, tho’ since the return of the militia
to their homes the duties have fallen beavily on the line in spite of
the arrangements and precautions taken to ease them. I pity much
the General’s situation with regard to the inefficient state of the
Militia, the Barrack Department, and, I may add, even the Com-
missariat. These certainly are not the resuits of any fault in
General S[heaffe], tho’ 1 plainly see he will have to bear the blame.
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I would feel sorry to attach blame to our late lamented commander,
whose high personal merits stood recorded in almost every act of
his valuable life. but in justice to the living I own that the two
former of these departments have from the commencement of the
war been miserably defective, without any system or arrangement
whatever, and I hesitate not to declare that the persons holding the
ostensible positions never have been nor are they now possessed of
the necessary information or energy to render them competent to a
suceessful and satisfactory discinrge of their several duties. These
are not new or hasty observations, but such as have been intimated
to poor General Blrock] and which, as Myers can vouch, now stands
registered by me as not having been attended to. Indeed, my
d[ear] Sir, it is 2 melancholy truth that everything that had for its
object arrangement and wethod was obliged to be done by stealth.
Pcor General Brock’s high spirit would never descend to particulars,
trifles I may say in the abstract, but ultimately essentials. How
much I may with truth say is our success indebted to the foresight,
arrangements and decision of poor Myers. He is not a man of
words but acting, and too modest to make known his own deserts.
Never shall I forget his toils, prompted by his devotion for the ser-
vice, in arranging and equipping the force and providing shipping
hoats, &c., for their conveyance to Amherstburg, thereby ensuring
the success of our enterprise, which, from the necessity of leaving
him here, considered a more responsible trust, his reputation had
nigh suffered in proportion as others of very inferior professional
abilities has been enhanced.

Myers is now enabled to go about, and is already active in his
attention to his duties.

Captain Hall arrived last evening from Amherstburg. Noth-
ing new except a report that Tecumseth had cut off one of the
enemy’s parties, but few escaping. _

P. S.—You would have heard that Myers does not leave this
line for the present.

(MS. in possession of G. M. Jarvis, Esq., Ottawa.)

Sir Roger Hale Sheaffe, to —

FoRT GEORGE, Tth January, 1813.

I bad the pleasure of receiving yours of the 3d yesterday, a
few hours after the departure of Captain Hall. Your approbation
of the letter gratified me much. I hope there will be discretion
enough to set the proper value on the communication which called
for it. I have consulted Sir G[eorge] about the formation of a new
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corps in the Province. I have taken steps for his being furnished
with the best information that can be procured of Sackett’s Har-
bour, its approaches, defences, number of troops, seamen, &ec., &c.,
and of Gravelly Point, too, which is perhaps an obstacle to be
removed, and is so placed as to be much in the way of a surprise.
I have also reminded H[is] E[xcellency] of the necessity of rein-
forcements to resist the probably augmented force of the enemy
and to aid in protecting our dockyards against the early attempt,
which no doubt will be made, to defeat vur efforts for securing a
naval asesndency. I have besides suggested that a system may be
necessary for transferring the charges for disbursements on account
of the militia, &c., from the Commissariat to the Province by its
Receiver General, in order to simplify and facilitate the settlement
of the public accounts. I have given a hint, too, of the probable
utility of occupying N[ew] Castle as a military post to secure to
ourselves the benetit of its harbour and to proteet its vieinity from
depredations, of all of which I hope you will approve.

I have to despatch two officers to Amherstburg in a day or
two. (I hope the printed resolutions will come first.) I shall then
probably go to Fort Evie and afterwards set off for York, of which,
too, I am glad to find you approve.

(From MS. in possession of George Murray Jarvis, Esq., Ottawa.)

Major J. B. Glegg, to—

Confidential. Forr GEORGE, 10th January, 1813.
My DEAR SIR :—

The very inclement state of the weather during the last seven
days having nearly suspended all communication between our
respective posts must plead my excuse for so tardy an acknowledg-
ment of your very obliging comwunication of the 2d inst. Well
aware that my unavoidably enigmatical style in imparting what
secmed to we (for obvious reasons) essential for your inforsation,
and which cost me so much to impart, I felt anxious to ascertain
the effect of my imperfect communication, and was wmuch relieved
on receiving an assurance that my motives were duly appreciated.
It is quite impossible, my dear Sir, to give you ar adequate idea
of my feelings since my return to this post. The experience of
each day has forced on my mind comparisons and contrasts which
have made me most sincerely regret the necessity for remaining in
this Province.

Had it not been for your mention of my high-principled and
gallant friend, Lieut.-Col. Myers, I should not perhaps have again
entered upon a subject that has already occasioned me such sincere
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regret until the anxiously looked-for intelligence from Quebec had
arrived, but finding that Captain Gray and others have not only
basely calumniated the character of M[ajor]-G[eneral] Sheaffe but
have more than insinuated an inclination on the part of Lieut.-Col.
Myers so prejudiced and so much at variance with the well-known
principles of that officer that I should consider myself guilty of the
most palpable act of injustice were I to remain silent. So far, my
dear Sir, was my very much valued friend, Lieut.-Colonel Myers,
from authorising such a thought of insubordination as that alluded
to in your letter, that upon being apprised of the discussions and
measures which were in contemplation in cerfain societies subse-
quent to the everis of the 28th ulto. he immediately warned the
parties of the dangerous tendencies of their proceedings, and declared
his intention, (which was instantly realized,) of communicating the
whole business to Major-Gleneral] S[heaffe], and of whose subse-
quent decisions on the subject I have reason to believe you are
already fully informed. I find that Captain Gray’s progress from
here to Kingston has been marked with the most persecuting
calumny that ever proceeded from the mouth of man.

Arriving at Kingston he has given full scope to his malignant
disposition, and has rendered my friend Vincent the most miserable
of beings. I this morning received a long confidential letter by
express, truly descriptive of the agonized state of his mind. He
relates what has reached his knowledge thro’ Captain Gray, and he
expresses much disappointment in having been apprised of such
interesting information by so accidental a channel. Col. Vincent
goes so far as to say that if he finds from my communication,
(which he says may be forwarded by express,) that the honour or
security of this Province are in danger of being compromised he
will risk everything and fly to our assistance. I mention his own
words to give you an idea of the impression that has been pro-
duced by a base and dangerous calumniator. I am at the same
time well aware that much dissatisfaction has been created in the
minds of all ranks of the militia from unavoidable privations and
other causes. The lack in efficiency of the majority of the militia offi-
cersand the staff belonging to the establishment has operated strongly
in paralysing the efforts of that ever willing body. The want of
energy and improvidence of the head of our commissariat has been
a subject of general complaint and animadversion. Not being in
any ostensible situation I cannot venture to give an opinion on the
accuracy of the clamor which now exists on the subject; the whole
odinm, however, of this complaint has alighted on the head of
M[ajor] G[eneral] Sheaffe, and perbaps it is natural that it should
so happen, for it is obvious that unless a state of general respon-
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sibility exists somewhere the grand machine, either military or
civil, cannot long be kept in successful progress, and if the head
does not occasionally observe the particular parts the whole cannot
be properly conducted. I am forced to confess that our prospects
are far, very far, from flattering. A general inactivity and crim-
inal indifference pervades onr military staff. and a parsimonious and
ill-timed economy characterizes the self-sufficient head of the com-
missariat, apparently only anxious to stand well in the opinion of
some stripling Lord of the Treasury for his saving knowledge, he
has completely succeeded in drawing upon himself the odium and
indignation of all the gentlemen who were formerly in the habit
of furnishing supplies for the use of the King’s service. There is
at this moment no fuel in the wood yard; the posts and guards
making daily complaints for want of firewood, and the horses of
the car brigade are actually perishing, owing to a want of forage.
Unless some great and immediate change of system be effected 1
feel no difficulty in anticipating a crisis which my imagination
reluctantly refers to. I am not aware that we are likely to witness
the much wished for change,and the aid held out fromn below is not
of a nature to afford any encouragement to the drooping spirits of
our once high-spirited militia.

Viewing all sides of the picture, I am free to confess that there
appears no gleam of consolation to an interested mind. The
feelings of a soldier are widely different from those of a citizen, and
are often merely local or transitory. Yours, my dear Sir,and those
of many others in this Provinece are, I am well aware, of a different
composition. It may be presumptuous in me offering an opinion,
but the confidence imposed by your flattering friendship tempts me
to suggest for your consideration the propriety of immediately
ascertaining the real intentions of the Commander of the Forces
respecting this Province. Your danger, in my humble opinion,
is much too imminent to be much longer trified with, or be dis-
missed by a bare hope of reinforcements being sent up from the
Lower Province. So impressed am I at this moment with the
urgency of our actual situation, and so much do I consider that your
future salvation depends upon your own exertions, that I humbly
conceive it will be an act of suicide :f you much longer delay asking
for, and indeed requiring, some explanatory information on this
highly interesting subject.

I cannot anticipate any security from an increase of our marine,
however extended, unless #imely reinforcements of experienced
troops be sent up.

I do not find that there is any intention of affording us the
necessary relief which must, I should imagine, be owing to a want
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of proper application or to a total or wilful ignorance of our situ-
ation. Colonel Vincent informs me that he has received orders to
send up one company of the 49th. If the subject were not too
serious in its consequences one might be justified in laughing at the
ignorance and folly of such conduct.

I have long since tired your sight and patience with my volu-
minous and ill-digested sentiments. They are offered with all
deference and confidence to your superior discernment, and I feel
sensible you will do me justice in considering them perfectly con-
fidential and proceeding from the most disintererested and honor-
able motives.

I would not unwillingly volunteer my services to proceed
immediately to the Lower Province and submit the actual state,
either verbally or in a written statement, to His Excellency’s con-
sideration, but I am nct insensible of the prejudice that might -
arise from so important a mission being entrusted to feeble hands,
and to an officer of such subordinate rank. If, however, such a
measnure could receive the smallest countenance of the Commander
of the Forces, I would risk any consideration and should not despair,
from a knowledge of his opinion already forined in my favor, of
rendering some service to this cruelly neglected Province. I was
very happy in hearing that the calumny that had been so indus-
triously [eirculated] against the Lecturers in Yonge street was not
sustained. In offering my tribute to your noble efforts to sustain
the spirit of the militia and to excite new efforts in the defence of
the country, I was not aware of the conditions of your Patriotic
Institution. Being now instructed on this head, I most willingly
avail myself of your suggestion, and shall be much flattered by
being admitted to the room of a sitting in that Society. You will
therefore do me the favor of putting down my name on the list of
sukseribers at the rate of twenty pounds per annum, for which I
will give an order on Montreal at a moment’s warning.

I hear that M[ajor]-G[eneral] S[heaffe] intends paying York a
visit in the course of = few days, but I should imagine this will
very much depend upon the expected communication from below,
and the appearances that may be exhibited along the enemy’s
frontier when the ics affords them facility for again treading upon
this land of promise.

I am sorry to conclude by informing you that our friend,
M[ajor]-G[eneral] S[heaffe], is much changed of late. There appears
at times an irresistible melancholy on his mind, which is very dis-
tressing. I have reason for knowing that his expectations from
below are by no means flattering. He hinted to me as much yes-
terday, when privately alluding to passing events. He is well
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acquainted with my zeal and friendship, which I hope neither time
nor circumstances will ever diminish. I am sometimes vain enough
to think that had he condescended to occasionally give me credit
for my knowledge of men and inanners in this Province he might
have escaped some portion of mortification.
I bug to be most kindly remeinbered to all under your roof,
and, believe me, my dear Sir, yours most faithfully,
J. B. GLEGG.

{From MS. in possession of George Murray Jarvis, Esq., Ottaws.)

Notes on the Conduct of Major-General R, H. Sheaffe and Major- ~

General Vincent,

In 1812, Major-General Sheaffe, having succeeded to the mili-
tary and civil command in the Province of Upper Canada, and
having on the day of the disastrous fall of Major-General Brock on
the Heights of Queenston rallied the troops and captured the entire
invading army of the enemy, became from that moment the object
of envy and jealousy. This gentlemen had the misfortune to be
born in New England, and although he had been in the service
from ten years of age in the navy as a midshipman, and had receiverl
his military education in Epgland at Lock’s Academy, where he
was contemporary with Sir George Prevost, then his Commander-
in-Chief in Canada, was obnoxious to many around him on account
of his birth, as inevitably tending to weaken his exertions against
the enemy.

This jealousy had long prevailed among the vulgar, and had
on his accession tc the command extended to other characters, and
in a short time was fomenting in the minds of all ranks, not ex-
cepted the ilitary.

The occasion which first afforded an opportunity for open dis-
play of this spirit was on the occasion of a threatened invasion
from Buftfalo and Black Rock, when the opposite post of Fort Erie
was protected only by a small force of regular troops and militia.

This force was under the command of a young officer, Lieut.-
Col. Bisshopp, who upon the approaching crisis pressed for some
reinforcement.

General Sheaffe was then at the Chippawa with all the force
he could command, barely adequate to check the invading force,
which, he was well aware, was destined to attack him, and would
not land higher up unless to destroy the bridges, so as to retard
the junction of the fwo divisions from Fort Erie and Chippawa.
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Under such circumstances General Sheaffe addressed the following
letter to Colonel Bisshopp : .
CHipPAWS, Nov. 30th, 1812,

Sie,—Reinforcements cannot be spared to you; the force here
is scarcely sufficient to defend this post, and the movements of the
enemy may be directed against this place. You do not mention
number of militia that has left you, but if the display of force on
the enemy’s side has had the effect of intimidating the militia it
adds a strong motive to that which may have before existed for
relinquishing your position. Your regular force, however, to be
depended upon is too small to resist the force that the enemy
appears to be able fo direct against you. It ought not to be exposed
incessantly ; therefore immediately consult the field officers of the
line and the militia on the best measures best adapted for a retreat
if your force be inadequate to repulse the enemy, and keeping open
the communication, which appears to be the case ; besides. there are
some miles of the route between us on which the enemy may estab-
lish himself in force. If the motives for a retreat appear to your
field-officers of the line and wmilitia sufficiently strong to justify it—
which you might have gathered from what I wrote before—if
retreat be decided upon, which I suppose will be the case, let it be
done with as much rapidity as may be consistent with good order
and as quietly as possible, leaving as little as possible to be of use
to the enemy that is of any importance, but avoiding what may
apprise him of your design or your movement.

I have, &e.,
Lieut.-Col. Bisshopp. R H S
Cow’g Fort Erie. Major-General.

Forr ERIE, Nov. 30th, 1812.

Sir,—Lieut.-Col. Bisshopp has this evening laid before us your
letter of this date.

It is our unanimous opinion that the disposition of the forces
under his command is both able and judicious, and the best that
could be made. We do not, under existing circumstances, consider
retreat at all necessary, nor do we consider it us a measure which
ought to be looked forward to. We think that our position may
be defended and that a small reinforcement would enable us to gain
a decided advantage over any force the enemy has in its power to
bring against us. Weare further of opinion that the probabilities
are exceedingly against the enemy’s being able to establish him-
self between this and Chippawa, and that even in such an event we
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have it in our power to open and preserve a communication with
the main body of the army.
(Signed) OrnmsBY, CHAMBERS, GIVINS,
CLAREK, NicHOL, HATT.

This document is worthy consideration. General Sheaffe’s letter
did not eall for it, and it would have been as well for Col. Bisshopp
to have taken the opinion of his field officers without producing it,
but in such case the presumed opening would not have been afforded
to these heroes so directly to mark their contempt for the Com-
manding General. The letter was addressed to Col. Bisshopp, not
to his field officers, and their report should have been to him and
not to the General, even if had contained nothing insolent or offen-
sive, but then Col. Bisshopp could not have circulated [it] through
the country but must have confined his answer to the discretion of
the Major-General, whereas this offensive document was circulated
amongst the regulars and militia, and when coupled with a report
that the General had verbally suggested that it might be proper to
give up Fort Erie as a sop to the Americans, who were so tired of
the war that they only wanted the report of a single success to
withdraw. This verbal suggestion he obviously said in joke, and
[tho’ not] correct, coupled with the written sanction to abandon the
position was circulated as the sentiments of a traitor, and gave
excuse for meetings and cowmbinations against the Commanding
General, in which some of the militia officers took part. At one of
these meetings an officer of the Quartermaster-General’s Depart-
ment, supposed to be oi a secret mission from headquarters, was so
impressed with what he heard that on his return to headquarters
he did not hesitate to declare that General Sheaffe must be removed
from the command the instant he (Capt. Gray) arrived at Quebec.

This declaration was made at the table of an ancient friend of
General Sheaffe, to whom it was instantly communicated, and at
the same time that friend expressed to an officer of the General’s
staff his astonishment that hinself and another, high on the staff of
the army, had suffered their commanding officer to remain ignorant
of what was passing around him, and which it was essential to his
honcur that he should know.

General Sheaffe, so apprised by his friend at York of the
calumnies circulated by Captain Gray of the Q. M. General’s Dept.,
who reported him to be the confidential emissary of the Commander
of the Forces, lost no time to transmit to headquarters the com-
munication he had received, but it does not appear that he asked or
received any assistance from those about him to repel or punish the
slander, but the atrocious calumny, officially reported to the Com-
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mander-in-Chief, was shortly afterwards strongly and officially
contradicted by the Chief of the Department to which Capt. Gray
belonged. This assurance was given by that chief to General
Sheaffe’s York friend in exculpation of himself as jointly censured
with another officer of the staff for cruel indifference on this
occasion.

When in progress to headquarters Capt. Gray repeated his
budget of slander to Colonel Vincent of the Major-General’s Regi-
ment, second in command and his bosom friend, then at Kingston,
three hundred miles from the provincial headquarters. That gallant
officer was so shocked at the incredible reports intimated from a
confidential officer of the staff that he was staggered and awaited
only the confirmation by Major Glegg, then personally attached to
the Major-General, to fly at any risque to save the Province and the
honour of the army.

Sixteen years after these occurrences, when the subject was
before the Major, (now Lieut.) General and his York friend, the
latter, upon listening to the complaining of his friend that he was
neglected, chanced to say with too much warmth that the General
had never known the extent of the calumny that had prevailed
against him during his command, and an observation by the General
seeming to doubt that extent was replied to by a declaration that
the nearest to him in friendship and command had been so staggered
as to only await confirmation from Major Glegg to supersede him
(the General) in his civil and military commands, and his assertion
being treated with contempt as an invention, the friend offered to
convince him of the truth in the handwriting of General Vincent.
This was an error—his information was from a transcript from the
handwriting of that of Major Glegg. That person had been in the
habit of correspondence with the York friend of Major-General
Sheaffe, by whose desire whatever passing at headquarters, sup-
posed to be interesting, was through this channel communicated.
On occasion of the caluinnies circulated by Capt. Gray, the friend
at York had written to Major Glegg rather reproachfully that such
things were not made known at once by himself or Colonel Myers,
(second in command,) to the party so deeply interested. The reply
of Major Glegg was marked “confidential” and did in fact contain
matter of « nature not to be disclosed, according to my construction
o{; it, and was not referred to until 1828, on the occasion stated
above.

I consider it a duty to myself to put General Sheaffe in posses-
sion of the whole correspondence, or rather communication from
Major Glegg, that he may decide how far I was justified in the fact
that Major-General Vincent was so affected by the calumuny as to
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think the safety of the Province and honour of the army in danger
and to fly himself from his post to their rescue.

tFrom MS. in handwriting of Hon. Wm. D. Powell in possession of G.M. Jarvis,
Esq., Ottawa.)

Colonel Myers to Brigadier-General Procter.

ForT GEORGE, January 10, 1813.

Sir,—A long letter which I addressed to you on our marine
affairs for Lake Erie will, I hope, have reached yousafely. Asit
becomes a matter of the greatest moment to gain as accurate infor-
mation as possible of the preparations of the enemy as to building
armed vessels and boats, I request you will be pleased to select
some intelligent inhabitant in your vicinity who would undertake
to proceed down the border of Lake Erie as far as in his power
towards Buffalo, for the purpose of obtaining the information so
essential to our plans. It would be his object to examine at all the
rivers and creeks what is going forward. It would require the
greatest caution and circumspection as well as secrecy in the person
chosen for this service. He should be one whose habits or profes-
sion would justify his assuming the character of a person travelling
on some matters of business, and to insure his attention to the
objects on which he is sent it will be advisable to agree with him
for a sum to be paid him commensurate with the distance he may
travel and the information he may obtain. You will be pleased to
communicate to me for the information of Major-General Sheaffe
the resulf of the measures proposed.

(Niles’s Weekly Register, Baltimore, January 15, 1814, Vol. V.. p. 326. Alleged to
have been captured in General Procter’s baggage on 5th October, 1813.)

From the Buffalo Gazette, 12th January, 1813.

PROTECTION.

Arrangements are, w2 understand, in great forwardmess for
completely guarding the coast since the lake bas closed. During
the last week several families bave removed from the country ; we
think their fears are groundless. We have no doubt but that we
shall be effectually guarded. However, it would not be inconsistent
with the principles of self preservation that every citizen have his
arms in good order,. with a supply of ammunition.

It is rumored that General Boyd has beep assigned to the com-
mand on this frontier and may e expected on here very shortly.
General Boyd is a skilful warrior and a brave man; his valor and
skill have been tested in battle. We hope the rumor may prove
true. We believe, even no2w, he wonld receive the contidence of the
soldiery.
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Cold Friday—On Friday last Fahrenheit’s thermometer stood
at 12 degrees below cypher—the same degree of cold as on the
coldest day of last season. The coldest day of last winter was the
sccond of March.

The laks between Sturgeon and Abino points is, we believe,
completely and effectively closed. Between Buffalo Creek and Fort
Erie, owing to the rapidity of the current, there are several place

not yet closed.
(File in Buffalo Public Library.)

From the New York Statesman, February and, 1813.

Extract of a letter from a gentleman at Buffalo, January i4th,
1813 :—

The report, as I already mentioned, of General Boyd being
about to assume the command of the Niagara frontier has given
lively hopes to the army. He, it is expected, will correct abuses
and relieve them from the odious conduct of a demi-brute or whim-
sical savage, who ought to be placed in a museum or sent into the
forest with the orang outang.

The lakes being frozen over, our guards are extended up and
down the beach, but I do not expect a visit from the British. They
will remain on the defensive.

Bult. Whag.

{New York Society Library.)

Sitr George Prevost to Earl Bathurst,
(No. 33.) :

My Lorp:—

I have the honour to acquaint Your Lordship that I opened
the Provincial Parliament on the 29th of December, and delivered
to them the speech a copy of which is herewith transmitted.

I bave since received from the Legislative Council and House
of Assembly the addresses, copies of which are also transmitted.

Nothing particular has occurred upon our frontiers since the
retreat of the enemy and their going into winter quarters, which
I bad the honour of communicating to Your Lordship in my des-
patch, No. 24, of the 28th of November last.

My attention has since that time been principally called to the
reinforcing, as far as my limited means would permit, of the Upper
Province, and forwarding thither the supplies necessary for the
building and equipment of the vessels to he added to the marine in
that Province.

A counsiderable proportion of the stores, &c., have already
arrived there in safety, and such others as I have it in my power to

QUEBEC, 15th January, 1813.
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afford ars on their way and will shortly be transported thither.
But I cannot too strongly call Your Lordship’s attention to the
necessity of complying as speedily as possible with the different
requisitions I have made on this subject in my former letters.

I have been under the necessity of providing clothing for the
embodied wilitia both of this and the Upper Provinece, the whole
of which is in a great state of forwardness, and though not alto-
gether of the description I could wish will answer the purpose of
putting the militia in comfortable clothing until I can receive the
supplies for which I have already written Your Lordship.

(Canadian Arxchives, Q. 121, p. 2.)

Captain A. Gray to Colonel John Vincent.
: Poixt FREDERICE, 16th January, 1813.

Sir,—I beg leave to acquaint you that I have this day inspected
the two ships of war laying in this barlior, and have the honor of
reporting for your information the state of those vessels.

I commenced my inspection with the Royal George by first
ordering the crew to be turned up and mustered, which consisted as
follows:

No.

Ship’s company, including officers......... ... ... ...l 80
Detachment of Newfoundland Regt., acting as marines......... 22
Total. ... e, 102

Of the above number there were 23 of the seamen sick, redue-
ing the fotal effective strength to 79.

The general appearance of the men bespeak the greatest want
of attention to cleanliness and good order. After the inspection of
the ship’s company I directed them to be ordered to their quarters,
and the shots drawn and the cartridges fired off to scale the guns.
This operation occupied 50 minutes. Such was the state of the
guns. The greater part of them missed fire repeatedly in conse-
quence of the vents being choked up, and would not go off till they
were cleaned out with pricking needles and fresh primed.

I next examined the state of the vessel as to cleanliness and
interior economy, and found her everywhere in the most filthy
condition.

I next proceeded to inspect the Moira, and found her

.

O,
Ship’s company, including officers........vveiiiiiiiiit, 35
Detachment of the Newfoundland, acting as marines.......... 16
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Of the above number there were six sick, reducing the total
effective strength to 45.

The men, guns and state of the vessel very much resembled
the Royal George, or rather, the state of the Moira was bad and
that of the Royal Gecorge worse.

As I have reason to believe that a radical reform in the Pro-
vincial Marine will soon take place, I do not conceive it necessary
to recommend any partial changes, as I have reason to believe no
material benefit would result to the service from such a measure.
This statement will, however, show the absolute necessity there is
of making suitable provision for the protection of these depots until
they are in a condition to defend themselves.

(Canadian Archives, C. 729, pp. 28-9.)

Sir George Prevost to Farl Bathurst.
QUEBEC, 16th Januery, 1813.

(No. 35.)

My LorRD :—

I do myself the honour to report to Your Lordship that in
consequence of the enemy collected on the frontier of the Canadas
having shewn a disposition to carry on a winter campaign, I have
thought it prudent to afford some additional reinforcements to the
Upper Province and to strengthen considerably the line of com-
munication between Montreal and Kingston.

These movements have induced me to furnish Lieut.-General
Sir J. Sherbrooke, commanding in Nova Scotia, with conditional
instructions to direct the march of the detachments of Royal Artil-
lery and the proportion of the 104th Regiment now in New Bruns-
wick overland immediately to Quebec, and to replace the men to be
withdrawn from that district by a sufficient detachment of troops
from Halifax. -

Which arrangements, under the present circumstances of the
country, I hope will meet the approbation of His Royal Highness

the Prince Regent.
(Canadian Archives, Q. 121, p. 19.)

Militia General Ozder.

ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE,
ForTt GEORGE, 18th January, 1813.

His Hooor Major-General Sheaffe is pleased to direct that the
flank companies which may be on duty on this frontier be, until
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further orders, relieved on the 25th day of each month, and not as
directed by the General Order of the 14th Dec’r last.
By order,
ZENEAS SHAW,
Adjt.-General Militia.

Militia Gene‘r_;l Ozrders.

ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE,
Forr GEORGE, 18th January, 1813.

Thomas McCormick, Esq., paymaster of militia, having signiied
a desire to relinquish that situation, the duties of which are now
much diminished, John Symington, Esq., will, until further orders,
muster such of the Militia as muy be stationed from Fort George to
Chippawa, and Samuel Street, Esq., those from Chippawa, inclusive,
to Point Abino. .

By order,
ANEAS SHAW,
Adjt.-General Militia.

Captain A. Gray to Sir George Prevost.

KingsToN, 19th January, 1818.

S1r,—I beg leave to submit to Your Excellency’s consideration
what appears to me the most practicable means of effecting a
junction with our naval force at York, and at the same time to state
what may be required from below to enable me to carry into effect
this object as soon as the navigation is open.

I find from Colonel Bruyeres thatv there is no ordnance ab
Quebec adapted to these vessels. But he is of opinion that as many
long 12-pounders may be collected as would enable us to arm the
new ship building here. If we can arm this ship, alter the Moira.
so as to render that ship efficient, and complete the crews and new
officer the whole of the ships there is every prospect of our being
enabled to contest the point with the snemy ; at all events we shall,
by taking advantage of a fair wind, be enabled to force our way to
York. There are three or four merchant craft here that may be
armed f.r the occasion and aftcrwards returned to their owners.
These would serve as an auxiliary force, adapted to meet those of
the enemy of a similar description.

I submit these idesas as it may be possible that officers and sea-
men may arrive here in time to enable us to act with effect. But
if we are to wait till the ordnance demanded from England arrives
the enemy will have the uncontrolled range of the lake for the
whole summer, and carry into effect the invasion of this Province
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with the greatest ease. The 12-pounders coming up will make part
of the 20 required, as I propose detaining the 12-pounders here and
sending on the 18s to York, there being shot enough for that calibre
there for the present. When our junction is formed at York the
Prince Regeni and the new ship will give us such a superiority
that we may act on the offensive. Till the proper ship ordnance
arrives we can put the 18s and such other ordnance as can be pro-
cured on board the new vessel building at York, so that we may be
enabled to act immediately, which is the main object to be kept in
view.

The ordnance required at Kingston to enable us to carry the
measure into effect are twenty 12-pounders with their carriages and
side arms, (including those on their way,)and a proportion of
ammunition.

I have the honor of transmitting requisitions for the hulls and
outfit of the new vessels, those for Amherstburg having gone down
by Captain Hall. We have received iron sufficient to go on with
the hulls at present, but it is essential that the cordage for the rig-
ging and saileloth should be sent up as quick as possible, while the
roads are good, and that we may be enabled to get that part of the
operation ready as soon as the vessels are finished. This ship shall
be launched in April, and there can be no good reason for the other
vessel being longer on the stocks, as they have the full proportion
of means of every sort, I find some difficulties are raised at
York. I shall therefore set out for that port the moment I can get
aAwWay. . '

If the winter roads break up before we can forward all the
supplies required at York, which will probably be the case, (as we
cannot calculate upon more than a month’s good travelling from
hence to York from this date,) they can be carried by water in the
ships of war when we form the junction. The first object is to get
everything wanted for the work sent up.

If it meets Your Excellency’s approbation it would greatly
facilitute our operations if some sailmakers were sent along with
the sail-cloth, and the sails made here to be ready to bend the
moment the vessel is in a state to receive them. It may require
about 8 or 10 sail-makers, in addition to what we can pick out of
‘the ships’ companies, to make the sails in the time we may require
them. It would also be requisite to have a man capable of direct-
ing and taking charge of them. A master-rigger would be wanted
ab Kingston and another at York to superintend the outfitting of
the vessels. All these people may be engaged merely for this par-
tcular service and then dismissed. :

(Canadian Archives, C. 729, pp. 34-40.)
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Sir Roger Hale Sheaffe to Hon. Wm. D. Powell.

Fort GEORGE, 20th January, 1813.

My DEAR FRIEND :—

I had hoped to be with you before this time but indisposition
has detained me here. I am to-day much better. I expect Colonel
Bruyeres soon and propose returning with him. Iam aware my
presence is necessary in York on several accounts. I wish to con-
sult with the E[xecutive] Clouncil] on the time for calling the
parliament, &e., &e.

My last date from h[ea]d g[uwartejrs is 3rd Jan’y, and from
Bruyeres, Montreal, 8th. Qur recent communications had not
arrived.

Lt.-Col. M[yers] has a letter from Capt. G[ray] in which he
asserts that he only argued on the policy, or rather impolicy, of the
measure proposed by me, but never uttered anything personal of
me as I had never given him any reason for it. Too much pub-
licity has been given to this matter. It is a pity that Lt.-Colonel
Bfisshopp] did not keep my official letter to himself. It appears
that copies of it have multiplied. I do not approve of it myself.
I laboured too much to free them from responsibility if it were
decided to retreat. Knowing the character of those whose opinion
was to be taken, I took no risk of a retreat being resolved on indis-
creetly.

Iyam told that late papers are in town. The Russians are
stated to be successful in cutting off Bonaparte’s supplies of all
kinds. Alexander determined not to treat. P[rince] Regent'sspeech
breathes determined spirit of resistance to the [pretensions ?] of the
United States. Indians under Tecumseh have cut off a party of
Americans by ambuscade. Evans or Glegg has probably seen the
papers and will give you a summary of their contents.

My letters from home are very satisfactory. I hope all at
yours is so0.

Gratify the Chief Justice with the good news from Russia.
My best comp’ts to him. I would write to him but I hope to have
the pleasure of seeing him so soon.

(From MS. of G. M. Jarvis, Esq., Ottawa.)

Militia General Orders.

ADIUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
ForRT GEORGE, 20th Jan'y, 1813.

Lieut. David Morgan and Ensign Peter Weaver of the 3d Regi-
ment of Lincoln, Ensign Biggar and Adjutant Newton of the 5th
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Regiment of Lincoln, are superseded, having absented themselves
without leave. In not authorizing the full rigor of the law to be
exercised against those officers for the very serious offence which
theyv have committed, His Honor Major-General Sheaffe is desirous
of its being understood that he is influenced by the high opinion he
entertains of the militia officers in general, with respect to whom
the chief motive for an example of severity to deter others from the
commission of similar crimes does not exist, but to guard against
the possibility of this lenity being, in a solitary instance, converted
into an encouragement for the repetition of such an offence, Major-
Geueral Sheaffe is pleased to declare that if it again occur it shall
be proceeded against to the full extent of the penal provisions of
the law.
By order,
ZANEAS SHAW,
Adjt.-General, Militia.

Militia General Orders.

ForT GEORGE, 20th Jan’y, 1813.

Officers commanding corps are to send to the Adjutant-General
with all practicable expedition, returns of the arms, accoutrements
and ammunition in their possession or in store for their use, with
their state. Similar returns are to accompany the future quarterly
regimental returns.

: By order,
ANEAS SHAW,
Adjt.-General, Militia.

Militia General Orders.

ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
ForT GEORGE, 23d Jan’y, 1813.

The report of a Court of Enquiry, held at Amberstburg on the
28th of December last, the asseibling of which, though ordered by
the late Major-General Brock, was, from various causes delayed to
that period, having been laid before His Honor Major-General
Sheaffe, and it appearing that Lieutenants Alexis Laporte, Antoine
Bonford, Ensign Windle Wagley, Ensign Peter Scratch and Ensign
James Stockwell, of the 1st Regiment of Essex, Captain Pierre
Labute, Lieutenant Alexis Parent, of the 2d Regiment of Essex
Militia, did, in July last, quit their several stations without leave,
they are therefore superseded ; and it further appearing that Jacques
Parent, Polithe Janisse and William Shaw, who had been recom-
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mended by their respective commanding officers, and had only acted
as ensigns, not having received their commissions or been appointed
as such, did also absent themselves without leave, and, having there-
by proved themselves unworthy of the honorable situation to which
they had been recommended, they are consequently not confirmed
therein but are to return to that class from which they will be
liable to be drawn to serve in the ranks of the Militia.
By order,
ZByEAs SHAW,
Adjt.-General, Mili tia.

John Askin to Colonel William Claus, Deputy-Superintendent
General of Indian Affairs.

MICHILIMACKINAC, 24th January, 1813.
DEAR SIR :—

On the 9th Nov. last I stated that the time for sending couriers
from this to Lake Superior would be about the middle of this
month, but the season having been unfavourable, so much so as to
prevent the crossing from the island to the mainland impossible.
We have been surrounded by floating ice for a length of timne past,
and it’s only two days that the crossing has been strong enough,
therefore in a few days I will send to that quarter. As to the
different tribes about the borders of Lake Michigan and this, I
intend to retard sending to them before I hear from you, as well as
those of Green Bay, Milwaukee, Prairie du Chien and Sauk’s village,
for should they be required at Amherstburg it’s much nearer to
those places tha~ making this circuit. Brisbois is the Waynebago
interpreter and De Perrin the Sauk int{erprete]r. They ret[urne]d
from Detroit in November last with Langlade. Asthe former young
men are good walkers and born in that country, I intend to send
them to collect the tribes they belong to the moment I hear from
you. Those Indians along Lake Huron, from M..tchedash to La
Cloche, will be desired to repair to such place as you may wish
them, thro’ Shawgayshe, who goes with the despatches. For that
purpose it will be necessary that you order some wampum to be
given him that he may make a speech and deliver the same to the
different chiefs as he passes on his return to this.

Per this opportunity I transmit to Ass[istant] Sup[erintendent]
Cameron the requisition for stores and stationery for 1814. Itis
unnecessary, I presume, to state the reason of its being augmented.
The supplies required in time of war must be greater than those of
the peace estabhishment. The quantity of guns required (tho’ great)
appears to me insufficient to meet the demand. It is well known
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that the Indians inhabiting the interior of the country always have
the guns of their deceased relations deposited in their graves, which
deprives the rising generation from Lenetiting by them, and Indians
do not by any means take that care of firearms which whitzs do to
preserve them. None of the guns which were forwarded for this
by your order last spring came to hand. They were all retained
at Amherstburg and issued to the Indians of that district. The
guns and rifles sent from the general store at La Chine last autumn
amounts to 133, which isn’t sufficient to arw those who are destitute
of weapons, and unless a supply is sent in the spring every old
shattered fusee that can be found will be pui into requisition again.
At the capture of this place we found 43 Spanish fusees in the
Indian store, which were issued to the Indians, and the quality so
bad that I firmly believe there isn’t ten now in their possession, the
rest having burst, and numbers of them have been wounded in
consequence thereof.

Previous to Mr. R. Dickson’s leaving this for Lower Canada
he applied for a supply of goods and ammunition to be sent to the
Sauk and Ayanway Indians, under some person he wished to name,
and that person to make the distribution in the two villages. The
amount of the expenses and goods to be sent, estimated by him,
were from £8C0 to £1000 Hfalifa]x Curr{encly, but the command-
ing officer being apprehensive that he wasn’t authorized to depart
from the established rules, declined to acquiesce in Mr. D’s proposal,
and for my part I could not interfere as the command[ing] officer
was the person who Mr. D. had applied to, and who had martial
law proclaimed some time previous to that period. It appears to
me that Mr. Dickson was much displeased as his wishes were not
complied with. We haven’t bad any mews or intelligence from
Green Bay or any place else, and have been shut up from every
communication since November last.

(Canadian Archives, M. G., X1.}

Militia. General Otders.

ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE,
ForT GEORGE, 25th January, 1813.

His Honor Major-General Sheaffe is pleased to appoint Adju-
tant John Clark of the lIst Regiment of Lincoln to be Deputy-
Adjutant General to the Militiz i this Distriet.

By order,
ANEAS SHAW,
Adjt.-General Militia,
U. C.
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Militia General Ozders.

ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Fort GEORGE, 25th January, 1813,

His Honor Major-General Sheaffe has been pleased to make
the following promotions and appointments, viz. :—

3RD REGT., LINCOLN.

Captain John Warren to be Major, vice Warren
resigned.. ...l 25th Jan'y, 1813
Lieut. John Baxter to be Captain........ S “ « «
Lieut. William Powell tobedo................. “ « “
Lieut. James Cummings to bedo............... « “© oo
Lieut. John J. Lafferty tobedo................ « “ “
Adjutant Henry Trout to be Lieut............. « « “
Ensign Benjamin Hardison tobedo..............
Eusign William D. Miller tobe do.............. « oo«
Eunsign John Putman tobedo.................
Eunsign Augustus Angortobedo...............
Hugh Alexander, gent., to bedo...............
Osias Boughner, gent.,to bedo................
Henry Weishuhn, gent., to be Ensign...........
Jacob Gonder, gent.,, to be do... ....... e
John Miller, gent., tobedo.................... « “« o«
John Bonner, gent.,to be do..................
George Whitehead, gent,tobedo ............. “ « «
John Harcourt, gent.,, to be do., vice Morgan
superseded... ... ... i
James Thompson, gent., to be do., vice Weaver
superseded... . ... .iiiiiit i
James Robinson, gent., to be Quartermaster... ...
ZENEAS SHAW,
Adjutant-General Militia.

John Askin to Hon. Wi. D. Powell,

January 25th, 1818.

DEear Sir,—I had the pleasure of receiving your kind letter of
6th inst. last night, covering papeis to which the utmost attention
will be given so soon as the present bustle is over, or (illegible) by
the vietory we obtained at the River Raisin on Friday last. The
official account of the number of the killed, vounded and taken
prisoners of the enemy, as well as our loss, will be more correct
than what I could give; I therefore refer you to it. It's most
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astonishing that sc good marksmen as the Americans are from
behind a stockade or other cover, in the course of an engagement
which continued six hours, firing on our people who were exposed,
killed and wounded so few and we so many. Surely the hand of
the Almighty must have been lifted up for us. Of our small force
there must have bean 500 men not in the action. The whole of the
River Thames militia got no further than Malden, and several of
the new settlements therefore not in the action. Our Canadians
who were could not be restrained by Col. St. George from pushing
forward, and Col. Procter with our regular forces began the attack
atb so little distance that our cannon was of “little use, being so near
that our men from the first were within musket shot of the enemy.
Of the militia there are only four killed, and I dare say not more
of the Indians, who behaved with the utmost bravery. It was
them who took nhe General, and is said to have killed some hun-
dred who took to flight: indeed very few escaped. You may rely
on it that without the Indians we never could keep this country,
and that with them the Americans never will take the upper posts,
for let them send forward as many men as they will, if we employ
the foreign Indians we can have equal numbers, which is more than
is wanted, for in the woods where the Americans must pass one
Tndian is equal to three white wen, let the nation be what it will.
Lieut.-Col. Baby was ordered to take charge of Malden, and my son
James and his flank company Detroit, in which there was not a
single regular or artilleryman left, Captain Muir excepted, who was
not cured of his sickness. None of our family suffered except Dr.
Richardson’s second son, Robert, (14 years old) shot through the
leg. I have no less than sevente 'n of my family now in the ser-
vice: soms, grandsons, including three sons-in-law. McCormick,
Gordon and Garvin were wounded. The latter lost his father a
few days ago.

I'n very sorry indeed for the cause of your famnily grief. Such
men were lost on 13th Octoler as cannot be easily replaced. A
seeming hard, untimely fate, yet what Providence permits must be
for the best, and I doubt not the brave men who fell on that day
are happy.

Mr. Francis Baby as a volunteer bravely assisted during the
action. Mr. James Bahy, I understand, waited at Malden for the
arrival of his Kent niilitia, and therefore was not in the action.
My grardson from Mich[ilimackinac], (now in the commissary line,)
deserted or went without leave und juined the Indians in the action.

Your friendship, my good Sr, makes you overrate my forti-
tude. Yet, as long as God gives M.s. Askin, myself and family
health, T think her spirits and mine never will fail us, and although
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when the lives of our children are at risk we feel anxiety, yet we
would suffer much more did any of them shrink from doing their
duty. But, thank God, I never discovered any other fear in them
but that of doing wrong. Alexander is only recovered so as to be
able to do duty some days ago since he volunteered, (illegible) and
several others have died of a disease they caught on that expedi-
tion. I doubt if ever Captain McKee will recover; ke has not yet
been able to get out of his house.

We fear more that the posts may be given up when a peace
takes place than anything else; for if they are you may rely on it
we lose the Indians’ interest and trade of this quarter, and I'm per-
suaded they will become hostile to the Brifish, even should the
Americans not join them. The country about this and Mich[ili-
mackinac], which we have got possession of, the Indians consider
as their hunting ground, acquired by their assistance, therefore that
we have no right to part with them without their connivance.

Did I know of any public employment in the gift of His Hon-
our the President, the duties of which I could perform at my own
house, I would request your friendly interest to proeure it for me.
My handwriting is as clear as it has been for twenty years past. 1
can read and write without spectacles, even by candlelight. How-
ever, though my means of living were small before the war broke
out and sinee has become less for want of hands to repair my mill
and others to work my distillery, yet I don’t want to be a burthen
to our Government or require pay for doing nothing.

Mrs. Askin joins me in respectful compliments to Mrs. Powell,
the young ladies and your family connections.

{From MS. in possession of G. M. Jarvis, Esq., Ottawa.)

MilitHa General Order.

ADJoTANT GEXERAL'S OFFICE,
ForT GEORGE, 25th January, 1813.

As often as it may become necessar~ to make an application
for the pension authorized by an act of the Legislature of this
Province to the widows or children of such of the Militia as may be
killed, or to such men as may be disabled in the service during the
present war, the application, when made in behalf of a widow, must
be accompanied by an affidavit of the officer who commanded the
company to which the hushand belonged at the time of his death,
and when that cannot be had by that of some other commissioned
officer who was present, which affidavit may be in the following
words: “I, A B , do swear that B C—— (sergeant or
private, as the case may be,) in the——Regiment of: Miiitia was




- -2

52

killed or died of wounds received in service against the enemy, and
in the execution of his duty on the day of: 181—, and that
to the best of my knowledge and belief C D is his widow.”
This affidavit being transmitted to the office of the Lieutenant-
Governor or person administering the Government of this Province
will place the widow on the pension list. After which her own
affidavit that she remains the widow of the said B C ,
being transmitted to the office of the Receiver General on the 24th
of June and 24th of December in each yesr, will authorize her to
draw on him at the expiration of each of those periods for one-half
of her pension. When application is made on behalf of the children,
there being no widow, the affidavit of the officer must substantiate
the death of the father as in the care of the widow, and that to the

‘best of his knowledge and belief tiie applicants are his children.

After which & half-yearly affidavit, either of one of themselves
being of age or of their guardian, that they are the children of
and that the youngest has not attained the age of sixteen years,
must accompany the draughts on the Receiver General.

When the application is made in behalf of a man who has been
disabled in the service, the affidavit of the officer substantiating the
fact must be accompanied by the certificate of some competent
surgeon that the person is actually unable to earn his livelihood.
After which a half-yearly affidavit by himself, that he is the person
so disabled, must accompany his draughts on the Receiver General.

By order,
EXNEAS SHAW,
Adjt.-General Militia.

{From the Buffalo Gazette, 26th January, 1813.)

MORE ABSENTEES FROM CANADA.

On Saturday last two soldiers and three subjects came across
Lake Erie on the ice from Canada. They state that sickness and
famine continue to ravage Upper Canuda ; that the most rigid iron
despotism reigns. No person can speak his sentiments with freedom
in relation to the Government; that the 4Ist Regiment is very
much reduced by desertion, sickness, &e. That on the memorable
28th of November Fort Erie was abandoned, and that Major Henry
Warren guitted the battery when our brave tars attacked and did
not return under 3 or 4 days afterwards, wher he resigned. It is
reported he will be tried. John Warren, junior, is said to succeed
him. Our readers may estimate the above as they please, we give
the source from whence it came.

{File in Buffalo Public Library.)
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Tieut.-Colonel Bruyeres, R. E., to Sir George Prevost.

Fort GEGRGE, 28th Jaunary, 1813.
(Extract.)

I am grieved to say that Major-General Sheaffe has been so
dangerously ill that it 1s not possible to communicate much with
him on public business ; he is rather better but very weak, and will
require time to recover.

(Canadian Archives, C. 729, . TL)

Yieut.-Colonel Myers to Sir Georgze Prevost.

ForT GEORGE, 30th January, 1813.

SIR,—A severe attack of illness, under which Major-General
Sheaffe at present labors, prevents him from writing to you, and
therefore he has directed me to transmit to Your Excellency a letter
(No. 1.) received by bim last night from C2lornl Procter, together
with its enclosures marked Nos. 2, 3 and 4. The Major-General
has at the same time commanded me to convey to Your Excellency
his sincere congratulations upon the success which has attended His
Majesty’s arms, and to add his tribute of praise to the promptitade
and decision of Colonel Procter on this occasior, and to the gallant
conduet of the troops under his command.

Upon the arrival of the prisoners of war at this place, they
will be disposed of agreeably to the treaty entered into by Your
Exceliency with General Dearborn on the 21 of November.

The light infantry company of the 41st Regiment will be forth-
with pushed on to Amherstburg.

Major-General Sheaffe has directed me to inform Your Excel-
lency that as Brigade-Major Evans was to proceed to his regiment
on his promotion and which is daily looked for, he has judged it
expedient to commit this despatch to his care to be by bim delivered
to Your Exeelleney, and as he has had full communication with
Lieut. McLean, A. D. C. to Colonel Procter, he will be able to give
Your Excellency every further information relating o the Colonel’s
command.

Captain Glegg will be ordered to perform the duty o Major of
Brigade vice Evans, as is understood to be Your Excellency’s desire.

(Canadian Archivesg, C. 1378.)
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(From the Buffalo Gazette, 2d February, 1813.)

Several deserters bave crosseu the lake since our last. We
understand that they know nothing of the vietory obtained over
Winchester, but that on the contrary several companies have
recently left Fort Evie for Malden. But little dependence can be
placed on the stories of deserters, when, however, they all tell the
same in substance, whatever they tell wears the semblance of truth.
Care should be taken the gentleruen deserters should not retrace
their steps.

On Wednesday last orders came on this place 0 march the T.
S. Volunteers, under Capt. Moore and Lieuts. Doyle and Marshall,
to Utica. Arrangements were accordingly made to march the
Pennsylvania Volunteers, Lieut. Marshall; and Albany Greens,
Lieut. Doyle, on Sunday last, and the Baltimore Volunteers on
Monday. But in consequence of the flag on Saturday [giving an
account of General Winchester’s defeat at the River Raisin,] the
orders were countermanded. The men are again ordered to march,

to-morrow morning.
(File in Buffalo Public Library.)

Memorandum of a Council held with the Chiefs of the Six Nations
at Buffalo, February 2d, 1813, by Frastus Granger,
Agent, ete.

LrrrLe BILLY, SPEARER:

BROTHERS,—Pay attention to what I say. It is the voice of
the Six Nations that speaks to you. I am appointed to speak.

BrOTEER,—I feel inadequate to the task, but shall proceed.
We are about to reply to your talk some days since on the subject
of going to Wushington. We are unanimous in the answer we are
about fo give.

BRroTHER,—Perhaps you will not be pleased with the manner
in which our minds are made up. We have been told that all com-
munications between us and your Government wmust be made
through the agent. At the same time we were told that in any
business of an iportant nature we might be pcrmitted to send a
deputation to Washington.

BROTHER,— What the President meant we know not, but we
believe this is one of those cases in which we are vermitted to go.
What can be more important than our present situation. Since the
declaration of war we have received nothing direct from the Presi- .
dent. We think we ought to be permitted to go and have a full
understanding as to the course we shall pursue if the war continues.

BroTHER,—It wcald be more satisfactery to those who remain
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if we could see the President. We do not doubt but you will do all
you can for us, but if a few chiefs go the warriors will be better
satisfied.

BroTHER,—Since the declaration of war your exertions have
kept us ull united. Your measures have kept us bound to the
United States. The enemy are near; we do not think proper for
you to leave here.

BRrROTHER,—Another reason, you are unwell; it is a long
journey ; we fear that you are unable to perform it, and your loss
to us would be great. Captain Parrish lives at Canandaigua;
there is less danger there. He can be better spared to go with us.

BroTHER,—We have selected three from the Seneca Nation,
one from the Onondaga, one from the Oneida and one from the
Tusearora Nation. We think we can raise money for the expense
of fﬁakgng us to Washington, which we think the Government will
refund.

Red Jacket in reply to my answer said: We have agreed to
postpone going to Washington, under the idea suggested by you
that a commissioner will be appointed to meet us and come toa
firm understanding between us and the United States. Let a man
be appointed who is acquainted with Indian customs and with us.

(From Ketchura's History of Buffalo, Vol. II., pp. 426-7.)

Augustus Porter to Peter B. Porter.

BUrFaLo, February 3rd, 1813.

Sir,—DBefore you receive this you will undoubtedly have heard
of the defeat and capture of General Winchester’s division of
Harrison’s army. As to the truth of the report,it yet remains all
uncertainty as to particulars, tho' I have no doubt a battle has been
fought and a number of our men have been taken, but so great
a part of the army yet remains as very much disturbs the people on
the Canada side, as on yesterday and today all the force of the enemy
from the river have moved westward, it is supposed with a view to
meet the main body of the N. W.army. I presume there is not
now on the whole river 300 men left, and yet the famous army of
the Centre makes not a single movement to roduce a diversion in
favor of the N. W. A_* but are snugly butted at the Eleven Mile
Creek, and fearing that the military stores on the lines may be dis-
turbed are moving them to their camp for protection, and leave the
defenceless inhabitants to protect themselves. What are . the
Government about ? Why do they not send some man here to

*North Western Army.
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command who will do something and not let our armies be cut up
in detail.

I see in the last Albany Gazette another abusive piece against
you by S. V. Rensselaer. I hope you will not undertake to chal-
lenge such a rascal. You ought to horsewhip the scoundrel. Ibeg
of you not to attempt to fight a duel with him, but abuse him back
in the papers, and if you come across him personally kick and cuff
him. I have not heard from you since you left N. York. I feel
very anxious to hear.

{From MSS. of Hon. Peter A, Porter,)

8ir George Prevost to Earl Bathurst.
QUEBEC, 6th February, 1813.

(No. 39.)

.My LORD :—-

The extreme anxiety I experience respecting the naval force
to be employed on Lake Ontario in the spring of this year has
rendered the proceedings in the dockyards at Kingston and York
highly interesting to me.

I have, therefore,-the honour to report to Your Lordship that
I propose leaving Quebec the 12th or 13th instant for Montreal,
from whence it is my intention to proceed to Prescott, Kingston,
York and Fort George, and from thence return to Lower Canada.

 not being my desire to interfere in the civil administration
of Upper Canada while in that Province, I have requested Major-
General Sheaffe to consider my visit as solely directed to researches
regarding objects of a military nature.

(Canadian Archives, Q. 121, p. 56.)

District General Order.
ForT GEORGE, 6th February, 1813.

Ensign Nathaniel Coftin, on the half-pay of the 15th Foot, is
appointed Provincial Aide-de-Camp to His Honor Major-General
Sheaffe, with the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel in the Militia of Upper
Canada, his appointment bearing date 26th October, 1812.

J. B. GLEGG, Captain,
B. M.
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Militia General Order.

ADIUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE,
ForT GEORGE, 8th February, 1813.
His Honor Major-General Sheaffe is pleased to make the tfollow-
ing appointiment, viz, :—
1st Regiment, Lincoln—James George, Gent., to be Ensign, 8th
February, 1813.
ZNEAS SHAW,
Adjt.-General, Militia.

Sir George Prevost to Farl Bathurst.
QuUEBEC, 8th February, 1813.

(No. 41)

My LORrD :—

I have bad the honour to receive Your Lordship’s despatches,
Nos. 10, 11 and 12, the two former of the date of the 1st and the
latter of the 10th October last.

The entire approbation which His Royal Highness the Prince
Regent has been pleased te express of Major-General Brock’s con-
duet, and which it is His Royal Highness's desire that I should
convey to him, makes me the more deeply regret that I am unable
from the fall of that lamented officer to fultil His Royal Highness’s
commands, and to afford General Brock the great satisfaction that
be could not have failed to receive from so unequivoeal a proof of
His Royal Highness’s favor as his gracious appointment of him to
be an extra knight of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath.

In obedience to His Royal Highness's commands I have availed
myself of the earliest opportunity, after the receipt of Your Lord-
ship’s despateh in which they were conveyed to me, to signify to
the army in the British North American Provinces His Royal
Highness’s approbation of the able, judicious and decisive conduct
of Major-General Brock, of the zcal and spirit manifested by Col.
Procter and the other officers, as well as of the intrepidity of the
troops under Major-General Brock’s command, together with the
satisfaction which His Royal Highness has been pleased to express
of the steadiness and order observed by the Indian warriors in
the co-operation they afforded under Colonel Elliott and Captain
McKee, and at the humanity with which they had treated their
prisoners.

This highly gracious and flattering testimony from His Royal
Highness the Prince Regent to the good conduct of that part of the
army which had so favoreble an opportunity of distinguishing
itself in Upper Canada cannot fail to have the happiest effects upon
the other divisions of the North American army, and to stimulate
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them to merit a similar meed whenever the enemy should venture
to pub their courage and conduct to the test.

I have great satisfaction in reporting to Your Lordship the
zeal and alacrity with which the militis, both embodied and seden-
tary, continue to discharge their several duties. The sedentary
militia, who have been called out to do duty fora short period in
this garrison, as well as with a view to relieve the King’s troops as
to obtain the instruction so necessary for them, have obeyed the
call with the greatest cheerfulness and are daily improving in
discipline.

As about 900 men of the select embodied militia will become
by law entitled to their discharge in June next. I have ordered a
draft from the sedentary militia of 2,200 men to replace them.
This draft will tale place in March and will carry the five battalions
of select militia to 4,000 men, exclusive of the corps of woltigeurs
and three troops of volunteer cavalry, making altogether 5,000 men.
Clothing of inferior quality has been procured by the Commissary
General for 4,000 militiamen in Lower Canada and for 2,000 in
Upper Canada, which will be in readiness to be issued in April, at
least four months sooner than I can look for the requisitions I have
made to England for this service.

I had the honour of acquainting Your Lordshipin my despatch
of the 15th of January last with the measures I was pursuing for
the protection of the Upper Province. I have now to acquaint
Your Lordship that notwithstanding the severity of the season at
this period of the year, four companies of the King’s Regiment have
marched from Montreal to Kingston, and that the progress in the
construction of the new ships on Lake Ontario has been reported to
e as considerable. A large proportion of their stores and other
essential articles has arrived at Kingston and York, the places
where the vessels are building, and the keel of a new sloop of war
has been laid down at Amherstburg for the service of Lake Erie.

I look forward to receive from Halifax, as soon as the season
will perwit, some part of the outfit for the ship that is building at
Kingston, and I have fortunately obtained eighteen carronades from
a merchant heve, which are now on sledges in readiness to send out
whenever Lake Ontario becomes again navigable.

About eighty seamen had entered for the lake service, and
have been sent on under petty officers, but a more ample supply,
both of experienced officers and able seamen, is indispensably
requisite to render our naval force on those waters efficient.

Eight heavy guns for positions with their stores are in move-
ment from Quebec, to strengthen the posts at Prescott, Kingston
and York.
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An active and intelligent officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Bruyeres,
the commanding engineer, has been despatched in order to visit the
principal posts in Upper Canada and to give the necessary directions
for placing them in that state which will be most efficient for repel-
ling any further attacks of the enemy. But asI deem it of great
importance to the future safety of this Province that I should be
enabled from personal observation to formn a just estimate of its
resources and of its means of defence, I had proposed availing
myself of the present opportunity, (being the only period in which
I could for a few weeks, without any inconvenience to the public
gervice, quit Lower Canada,) to visit Kingston, York and Fort
George. I had therefore intended to leave Quebec for Montreal on
my way to those places in the course of next week. The
arrival of the despatches last night with the glorious intelligence*
which I have had the honour of communicating to Your Lordship
in a separate despatch of this date, containing also the information
of the serious indisposititon of Major-General Sheaffe, has confirmed
me in the necessity of proceeding as svon as possible to the Upper
Province. I shall therefore not delay my departure from hence
beyond the 15th inst. By that time I hope to be able to close the
present session of the Provincial Legislature, after obtaining from
them a liberal supply for the Militia service as well as the laws
necessary to carry into effect the measures I had proposed for their
consideration.

In obedience to the conmands of His Royal Highness the Prince
Regent, signified by the additional instructions received last night,
I shall direct Major-General De Rottenburg, the senior military
officer under my command in Lower Canada, to assume the civil
administration, and from his zeal and ability I have every reason
to expect a faithful and correct discharge of the duties to be com-

mitted to him.
{Canadian Archives, Q. 121, p. 59.)

Sir George Prevost to Lord Rathiirst.

(No. 43.) QUEBEC, 8th February, 1813.
My Lorp :—

. A small detachment from the Ro'yal Art-i.llery at Fort Géorge,
with the light infantry company of the 41st Regiment, have

*The defeat of General Winchester by Colonel Procter at the River Raisin.
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marched to reinforce Detroit. They are to be replaced on the
Niagars frontier by troops now in motion from Montreal.
(Canadian Archives, Q. 121, p. 68.)

General Order,

QUEBEC, 8th February, 1813.

The Commander of the Forces is pleased to appoint until
further orders or until the pleasure of His Royal Highness the
Prince Regent is known,—

Colonel Vincent, 49th Regiment, and Colonel Procter, 41st
Regiment, to have the rank of Brigadier-General in Upper Canada.

Lieutenant-Colonel Pearson,Inspecting Field Officer, to have the
rank of Colonel in Kingston and the Eastern district ; Major Mac-
donuell, Glengarry Light Infantry, to have the rank of Lieutenant-
Colonel in the same.

EDWARD BAYNES,
Adjt.-General, North America.

General Orders.

ApJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
QUEBEC, 8th February, 1813.

His Excellency Lieut.-General Sir George Prevost, Bart.,
Governor-in-Chief and Commander of the Forees in British North
America, having seen in the Boston Gazette of the 28th January
lagt a publication purporting to be a copy of the general order
issued by the American Government in the following terms, namely :

Adjutant-General’s Office,
Washington City, 18th Jan’y, 1813.

GENERAL ORDERS.

The following officers of the Army and Militia of the United
States made prisoners of war at Detroit, Queenston and elsewhers,
have been duly exchanged for the officers, non-commissioned officers,
drummers and privates taken on board His Britannic Majesty’s
transport Samuel and Surah, on the 11th day of July, 1812, viz.:
Brigadier-General William Hull, Colonels Duncan McArthur, James
Findley and Lewis Cass; Lieutenant-Colonels James Miller, John
R. Fenwick, Winfield Scott and John Christie ; Major James Taylor;
Captains Nathan Heald, John Whistler, Henry B. Brevoort, Josiah
Trelling, Robert Lucas, Abraham F. Hull, Peter Ogilvie, Joel Cook
and Return B. Brown ; First Lieutenant Charles Lurrabee; Second
Lieutenants James Dalliba and Daniel Hugunin, and each and all
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the aforesaid officers are hereby declared exchanged and as free to
act against the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and
of the dependencies thereof as if they had never been captured.
By order of the Secretary of War.
F. H. CusHING,
Adjutant-General.

His Excellency considers himself called upon in the most public
manner to protest against the pretended release of the above named
officers from their parole of honor given under their hands while
prisoners of war. His Excellency having expressly refused to
accede to the exchange of the ‘cers above named, as proposed to
him by Major-General Dearborn in his letters of the 26th Dec. and
2nd Jan. last under the authority of the American Government,
upon the identical terms contained in the order of the 18th January
before referred to, His Excellency feels himself compelled hereby
to declare that he still considers those officers as prisoners of war on
their parole, and shounld the fate of war again place any of them at
the disposal of the British Government before a regular and ratified
exchange of them takes place, they will be deemed to have broken
their parole and to be subject to all the consequences sanctioned by
the established usages of war in the like cases.

The detachment of the 1st Regiment of Royal Scots,captured
by the U. S. frigate Essex on board the Samuel and Sarah trans-
port, who are stated in the said order of the 18th of January to
have been duly exchanged for the officers of the American army
therein mentioned, had been previously, as far back as the month
of September last, regularly exchanged for the crew of the U. S,
sloop Nautilus and a sufficient number of other seamen belonging
to the U. 8. Navy, as appears by an official communication to His
Excellency Lieut.-General Sir J. C. Sherbrooke, K. B., commanding
the forces in Nova Scotia, confirmed by a letter from Mr. Mitchell,
the American agent of prisoners at Halifax, to the Honorable James
Monroe. American Secretary of State, dated the 23rd of November
last, transmitted to His Excellency by Major-General Dearborn in
his letter of 2d Jan. last. The release of said detachment by such
exchange was published in General Orders on the 29th September
last at Montreal, and also communicated to Major-General Dearborn
in His Excellency’s letter of the 11th January last, as the ground
of his refusal to accede to the before mentioned proposal of that
officer.

To avoid, however, every possibility of mistake or error upon
this subject and to prevent any further misunderstanding respecting
it, His Excellency has thought proper to direct Major Murray, agent
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for the exchange of prisoners of war, to proceed with a flag of truce
to the American headquarters, and should he be satisfied upon
enquiry that the officers, non-commissioned officers and men of the
detachment of the 1st Regiment of Royal Scots have not been con-
sidercd by the American Government as regularly exchanged for
the crew of the U. S. sloop Nauiilus and other seamen belonging
to the U. S. Navy as before stated, Major Murray is then author-
ized to release from parole an equal number of oificers, non-commis-
sioned officers and soldiers of the regular troops of the American
army made prisoners of war at Detroit, Niagara or elsewhere, as
may be agreed upon between him and Major-General Dearborn.

But His Excellency cannot admit the right assumed by the
American Government in the order before referred to, to arrange
and class the exchange of prisoners of war in such manner as may
best suit their convenience or advantage. All exchanges of prison-
ers of war must be ratified by both parties before the release of
them becomes valid, and wheaever it is practicable the exchange is
to be conducted on the scale of parity of rank and service—officers,
grade for grade, sergeant for sergeant, soldier for soldier, regular
for regular, militia for militia, and the tariff adopted for exchange
in the foregoing order can only be admitted in cases where the
regular exchange by parity of rank and service caunot take place,
and then only by the mutual concurrence of both parties.

EDWARD BAYNES,
Adjt.-General North America.
(Canadian Archives, Q. 121, p. 130.)

8ir George Prevost to Brigadier-General Procter.

CASTLE OF ST. LEWIS, QUEBEC,
9th February, 1813.

Sir,—I have received your despatch of the 25th ult., addressed
to Major-General Sheaffe, reporting the glorious result of an attack
you had very judiciously deemed it expedient to make on the 22nd,
on a division of Genera' Harrison’s army advanciog from the River
Raisin upon Sandwich, commanded by Brigadier-General Win-
chestenr.

In congratulating you upon so honorable an event and in ex-
pressing my entire approbation of the zeal and spirit which you
have evinced on that arduous command committed to you, I cannot
fail to notice the intrepidity manifested by Colonel St. George and
the other officers and men, regulars and militia, serving under your
immediate command.

Your singular judgment and decisive conduct in the affair of
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French Town shall be portrayed for the gracious consideration of
his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, and 1 will not faii in repeat-
ing your warm recomwmendation of Lieutenant McLean, who is act-
ing as your Brigade-Major.

I earnestly recommend upon all oceasions a strict adherence to
the control and restraint of our allies the Indians, that we may be
enabled to repel the charges which have not infrequently, though
always falsely, been brought against our Government for resorting
to the employment of them.

(From Some Account of the Public Life of the Lieutenant-General, Sir George Pre-
vost, Bart., London, 1823. Appendix No. XXIII, pp. 65-6.)

Note Presented to the Cabinet on the 8th February, 1813, by the
Secretary of War.

The enemy’s force at Montreal and its dependencies has been
stated at 16,000 effectives. It more probably does not exceed 10 or
12,000. The militia part of it may amount to one-sixth of the
whole. Is it probable that we shall be able to open the campaign
on Lake Champlain with a force competent to meet and dislodge
this army before the 15th of May ? I put the question on this dute
because 1t is not to be doubted but that the enemy will then be
reinforced, and of course that new relation in point of strength will
be established between us. Our present regular force on both sides
of Lake Champlain does not exceed 2400 men. The addition made
to it must necessarily consist of recruits, who for a time will not be
better than militia, and when we consider that the recruiting service
is but beginning and that we now approach the middle of February,
the conclusion is, I think, safe that we cannot move in this direction
and thus early, (say 1st of May,) with effect. .

It then remains to choose between a course of entire inaction
because incompetent to the main attack and having a secondary,
but still an important, object ; such would be the reduction of that
part of Upper Canada lying between the town of Prescott on the
St. Lawrence and Lake Erie, including the towns of Kingston and
York and the Forts George and Erie.

On this line of frontier, the enemy have

At Prescobb. .. ...oii i 300
At Kingston.. ...t e 600
At Georgeand Ere.......... ..o il 1200

Making a total (of regular troops)of............. 2100

Kingston and Prescott and the destruction of the British ships
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at the former would present the first object, York and the frigates
said to be building there the second, George and Erie the third.

The force to be employed on this service should not be less
than 6,000 effective regular troops, because in this first enterprise
of a second campaign nothing must, if possible, be left to chance.

The time for giving execution to this plan is clzarly indicated
by the following facts :—

1st—The river St. Lawrence is not open to the purposes of
navigation before the 15th of May, and

2nd —Lake Ontario is free from all obstruction, arising from
ice, by the 1st day of April

Under these circumstances we shall have six weeks for the
expeadition before it is possible for Sir George Prevost to give it any
disturbance.

Should this outline be app.oved the details for the service can
be inade and expedited in forty-eight hours.

Adopted and approved 16th February, 1813.

(American State Papers, Military Affairs, Vol. 1., p. 439.)

Major-General Sheaffe to Colonel Baynes.

ForT GEORGE, 9th February, 1813.
My Dear COLONEL:—

I send you extracts from a letter I received last night from
Colonel Procter. You will see that he was very anxious for a re-
inforcement, which I hope arvived very few days after he wrote.
From the informatici. of those who met it on the route I have
reason to believe that it reached its destination on the 6th or at the
latest on the 7th. I sent him all his light company, and the addi-
tion of artillerymen will no doubt be highly acceptable to him. I
feel no doubt of Sir George’s approbation of the movement. Some
barrack bedding accompanied them, with some supplies for the
militia. The Provincial Legislature is summoned to assemble on
the 25th inst, before which time I hope to be quite restored to
health, though w.,y recovery does not keep pace either with my
wishes or expectations. T am advised to abstain as much as pos-
sible from business, but business, especially at such a time, must be
done. You may discover my weakness in my writing. I cannot
yet enter on the task of a long despatch to Sir George. I am estab-
lishing the system recommended for the payment of the nulitia. I
hope to learn scon how these things are done below. I propose issu-
ing to the General Staff of the militia, and to officers of the flank
compan’ss that were out during the last campaign, 200 days bat and
forage, if Sir Ceorge Prevost approves of it. I understand that a
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similar issue was made below. I have also to request His Excel-
leney’s authority for forming a corps of Artillery Drivers on terms
like those on which there is now one raising in the Lower Province,
and also for the purchase of an additional number of horses. Capt.
Glegg has already written, by my direction, on these subjeets, and
has transmitted a return to serve for further explanation. It
would be highly useful, too, that it should be placed in my power
to give some additional encouragement to serving in the Provincial
Artillery. Neither my head nor iny hand is in a state to enter
more largely into these subjects. I have ordered clothing from
Montreal for these two corps, some of which, at least, I hope to get
up this winter. Our session will probably be short, but I trust it
will not be unproductive of henefit to our militia system.

Some of the prisoners have arrived and have been passed over.
General Winchester, a colonel and & major remain here for orders
from headquarters.

Colonel Elliovt writes to Colonel Claus that there are about a
hundred Indians detained by the Americans, whom our allies wish
to %et exchanged. Major Plenderleath and Captain Bridge arrived
to-day.

v {Canadian Axchives, C. 678, p. 86.)

Captain J. B. Glegg, Acting Brigade Major, to Colonel Baynes.

ForT GEORGE, 10th February, 1813.

Sir,—I have the honor to transmit for your information a
return of the troops, regulars, militia, marine and Indian depart-
ment, who were engaged at French Town on the River Raisin on
the 22d January, 1813, with a statement of the killed and wounded.

A return of the reinforcement that left this post on the 2d
instant to join Colonel Procter at Amherstburg is herewith enclosed.

L avail myself of this opportunity to inform you that Brigadier-
General Winchester, with about twenty officers, arrived here two .
days since, and with the exception of the General. a few field officers
and his personal staff, they have all been allowed to go over to the
American side on their parole—those remaining are merely detained
until His Excellency's pleasure shall be known.

{Canadian Archives, C. 678, p. 91.1

(From the Buffalo Gazette, oth February, 1813.)

Well informed men give it as their opinion that there does not
remain 300 regulars on the Niagara river from Fort George to Fors
Erie, the force having been withdrawn up the lake.

(File in Buffalo Public Library.)
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The Secretary of War to General Dearborn.
(Extract.)
WAR DEPARTMENT, February 10, 1813,

I have the President’s orders to communicate to you, as expe-
ditiously as pussible, the outline of a campaign which you will
immediaiely institute and pursue against Upper Canada :

1st—4,000 troops will be assembled at Sackett’s Harbor.

2nd—-3,000 will be brought together at Buffulo and its vicinity.

3rd—The former of these corps will be embarked and trans-
ported under convoy of the fleet to Kingston, where they will be
landed. Xingston, its garrison, and the British ships wintering in
the harbor, will be the first object. Its second ohject will be York,
(the capital of Upper Canada,) the stores collected and the two
vessels building there. Its third object, Forts George and Erie and
their dependencies. In the attainment of this last there will be a
co-operation between the two corps. The composition of these will
be as follows :—

1st, Bloomtield’s brigade. .. ............. et 1436

2nd, Chandler’'s do ..... .ottt i i 107
3rd, Pbiladelphiadetachment.. ... .. .. . ... . ... ... 400
4th, Baltimore do il 300
5th, Carlisle s (o AP 2¢7
6th, Greenbush do e 400
7th, Sackett's Harbordo  ........ .. ... .o o 250
) 4030

8th, several corps at Buffalo under the comwand of Colonel

Porter and the recruits belonging thereto........... 3000
Total. ..o 7030

The time for executing the enterprise will be governed by the
opening of Lake Cntario, which usually takes place abcut the first
of April.

I‘i)l‘he Adjutant-General has orders to put the more southern
detachment in march as expeditiously as possivle. The two brig-
ades on Lake Champlain you will move so as to give them full time
to reach their destination by the 25th of March. The route by
Elizabeth will, I think, be the shortest and best. They will be re-
placed by some new raised regiments from the east.

You will put into your movements as much privacy as may be
compatible with their execution. They may be masked by reports
that Sackett’s Harbor is in danger, and that the princips! effort will
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be made on the Niagara in co-operation with General Harrison.
As the route to Sackett’s Harbor and to Niagara is for a consider-
able distance the same, it may be well to intimate, even in orders,
that the latter is the destination of the two brigades now at Lake
Champlain.

(American State Papers, Military Affairs, Vol. L., pp. 439-40.)

Major J. B. Glegg to Hon. Wm. D. Powell.

ForT GEORGE, 11th February, 1813.
My DEar SIR :—

I cannot allow Dr. Forrest to return without sending you a
few lines. In the first place let me inform you that our friend, the
General, advances rapidly in convalescence. His Provincial A. D.
C., Lieut.-Col. Coffin, drives him out daily, and he begins to trans-
act business with the heads of departments a Uordinaire. He was
thrown into a little flurry yesterday afternoon by a report from
Captain Bullock that the enemy were crossing in large numbers
opposite Point Abino. I cannot possibly imagine an excuse from
an officer stating that to be a fact which he knows nothing of bub
from hearsay. The news reached me at the Twelve Mile creek
about 7 o’clock, where I had driven out in the morning hoping to
find my friend Myers. I never received intelligence with more
agonized feelings. The reflection produced by our poor friend’s
health, the absence of Colonels Myers and Bisshopp from their
respective posts, rendered me for some time the most wretched of
beings. My suspense was fortunately relieved before I reached
Fort George, and I found General S[heaffe] in excellent humor, with
a small fireside party. It appears thet a party of wilitia who had
arrived at Horne's (Haun’s) with loaded muskets, not choosing to
draw the charge, had fired them off and gave rise to the ruwor,
which was immediately converted into a fact.

A despatch has reached the General this morning from Colonel
Procter in 58 hours, stating that General Harrison has reached the
Kiver Raisin with nearly two thousand men. Colonel P. asks for
more men, which we cannot afford him, having barely sufficient to
perform the duties of our extended line. The reinforcement of the
41st and Royal Artillery, consisting of 101 r{ank]and ffile], had
reached him. He will net, I think, be rash enough to march out
to meet Harrison. If the Indians perform their part I entertain no
kind of apprehension for his safety. Report states that Tecumseth
was advaneing in Harrison’s rear, which, if true, must soon bring
things to a erisis. At all events, if the Indians are active and vigi-
lant in his rear he must fight or surrender.
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1 see nothing bub grounds for hope. I hope sowething will be
done to bring out a porticn of our militia. Might not an appeal to
their feelings have a good effect ?

We are very weak on this comraunication, and the enemy mush
know it.

I beg you will offer my kindest remembrances to all friends.

[P. S.}]—Lieut.-Col. Myers arrived last night,

. {From MS. in possession of G. M. Jarvis, Esq., Ottawa.)

Major-Cerzeral ZEneas Shaw, Adjutant General of Militia, to
Iieut.-Colonel Thomas Clark, Commanding 2nd Lincoln
Militia.

ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
Fort GEORGE, 11th February, 1813,

Str,—There being reason to believe that the enemy meditates
some atbempt on the frontiers, I am directed to desire that you will,
with all possible expedition, assemble not only the flank companies
of your regiment but as many spirited young men in addition as
can be induced o join them, at Chippawa, where quarters will be
prepared for their reception.

His Honor Major-General Sheaffe trusts that on this oceasion
both the officers and men will recollect the very honorahble and
suecessful manner in which they have hitherto contributed to the
defence of the Province, and that for a little time Icnger private
considerations will give way to public.

{From the History of Thorold, Appendix L, p. 62.)

Names of Men Belonging to my Company who Rec’d Clothing
at Carter’s Point, Feb'y 12, 1813.

1 Albert Berdan.

2 Abrzham Messecar.

3 Elijah Willlams.

4 Job Messecar.

5 Henry Williams.

6 Charles Harman.

7 Pinkney Mabee.

8 John Winan.

9 Samuel Berdan.
10 Alexander Lemon.
11 Cornelius Slasht.
13 Peter Hozadone.
13 George Matthews.
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14 James McQueen.
15 Peter Horton.

16 David Conrad.
17 Charles Glover.
18 John Sovereign.
19 Michael Shoff.
20 John Slaght.

21 William Dougall.
22 Abraham Nelles.
23 Elisha Barber.
24 James Chambers.
25 Samuel Troup.
26- Christian Dedrick.
27 John Conrad.

28 Peier Woodley.

(Nothing but the red coats were rec'd at this time.)

Expenses Recruiting in the Incorporated Militia. Bounty.

Paild ——— Curtis . . ..o v i i i N.Y. £216

Do John Beurs......oviiiiiiaiieiieinnnnnn 1.12
Do Albert Berdan........coivierieninennennn. 2.8
Do James Canada.........cooitierennennnennnn 3.8
Do Anthony Anderson...... ......c..oveuan.. 2. 8
Do James Jewel.. ... ... ... ..t 1.16
Do George Mathew........... ... .. ... ...

(From a memorandum book of Captein A. A.Rapelje in possession of Captain J. G.
Spain, Port Dover.)

Memo. of Captain Rapelje.

COUNTERFE(T TEN DOLLARS ARMY BILL.

In these bills DIX is of a fuller letters, the I almost touching
the X ; the I under the stars is smaller, and in the word exchange
the X appears like an R, it not having the back hair stroke—in
other respects they are almost sn exact imitation.

Sir Roger Hale Sheaffe to Hon. Wm. D. Powell.

Forr GEORGE, 12th Fek'y, 1813.
My DEAR FRIEND :—

Your letter of the 6th inst. was an enigma to me and puzzled
my poor head badly, till I received the packet by Capt. Derenzy.
It is my intention to grant to the embodied militia all the allow-
ances given to those below. I have declared it to those about me,
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and have desired to be informed of all indulgences, gratuities and
allowances whatever, which they may hear of being issued in the
L{ower] P[rovince]. I have written to know if the allowance be 3
children for each woman or for each hundred. As the order is
framed it is to be understood in the latter proportion, which is so
very small that I think a mistake has crept in. I have announced
my intention to issue a similar allowance on the presumption that
H[is] E[xcellency] will not disapprove of my following his example.

I am teased with a pain in my head and recover but slowly.
I hope, however, to set out for York on Monday or Tuesday.

P. S.—Impart the contents of this to the Chief Justice. I can-

not write.
(From MS. in possession of G. M. Jarvis, Esq., Ottawa.)

Sir Roger Hale Sheaffe to Farl Bathurst.
(No. 2)
ForT GEORGE, 14th February, 1813.
My Lorp:—

I have the honor of transmitting the copy of a despateh I have
received from Colonel Procter, commanding at Detroit, reporting
his having defeated a corps of Americans which have advanced
under the command of Brigadier-General Winchester to French
Town on the River Raisin The judgment and promptitude dis-
played by Colonel Procter and the gallant conduct of his little
corps, entitle them to the highest commendation.

The enemy in this vicinity is quiet st present and does not
appear to be numerous on his frontier line.

This being on all accounts the season most convenient for
assembling the Legislature of the Province, and there being some
business of an important nature to be despatched, it is surnmoned
to meet on the twenty-fifth of this month.

{Canadian Archives, Q. 317, p. 23.)

General Dearborn to the Secretary of War.

ALBANY, February 18, 1813.

SIR,—Your despatches of the 10th were received last evening.
Nothing shall be omitted on my part in endeavoring to carry into
effect the expedition proposed.

I fear the very large magazines of provisions on Lake Cham-
plain will be unsafe unless a considerable part is removed at some
distance from the store or a considerable force is assembled at
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Burlington and vicinity by the time the two brigades shall move.
Another motive for haviag a large force on that lake will be that
of preventing the enemy sending almost his whole force from Lower
Canada to Kingston as soon as our intentions shall be so far known
as to afford satisfactory evidence of our intentions in relation to the
conquest of Upper Canada, and unless an imposing force shall
menace Lower Canada the enemy’s whole force may be concentrated
in Upper Canada and require as large a force to operate against
them as would be necessary to operate towards Montreal. It may
be advisable to draw out a body of New Hampshire Militia to serve
for a short time in Vermont. You will judge of the expediency of
such a measure, but I do not believe that there will be a sufficient
body of new raised troops in season for taking the place of the two
brigades.

I this day received a letter from Colonel Porter. Winchester
had arrived at Niagara with such of his troops as had escaped the
tomahawk, and they were crossing over on parole. He states
that at the close of the action all those who by wounds -r other
causes were unable to march were indiseriminately put to death.

Such outrageous conduct will require serious attention, espe-
cially when British troops are concerned in the action.

(American State Papers, Military Affairs, Vol. 1., p. 440.)

Yieut.-Colonel Bisshopp to Colonel Claus.

ForT ERIE, February 22, 1818.
DEAR SIR :—

It becomes my duty to inform you of the melancholy intelli-
gence of Lieut. King’s death. A flag of truce came from the other
side this morning to mention this unpleasant news, which was to be
expected, as Dr. Harford says, from the first time he saw the nature
of his wound.

He has, however, had every medical assistance that it has been
possible for him to have had, and I am sure that every officer here
has done everything in his power to send over any comfort that he
may have been in want of. The attention of the medical gentle-
man on the other side, Dr. Roberts, has been unremitting. Iam
particularly obliged to him for his exertions to save our poor
friend’s life.

Everybody has witnessed your friendly interference and kird
exertions, but unforturately we are deprived of a young man who
was Leloved by everybody who knew him. The service has lost
an officer who, had it pleased Divine Providence to have saved his
life, would have been an honor to his country.



72

I at this moment feel his loss most sensibly, and condole with
you and those who have felt an interest in Lieut. King on an
oceasion where I am sure your goodness of heart will makea strong
impression.

(From MSS. in possession of Miss Cleus, Niagara, Ont.)

(From the Buffalo Gazette, 23rd February, 1813.)

Last Wednesday an express arrived from Lewiston bringing
news that 160 sleighs, with troops on board, had passed up the
river by Queenston, (as was said), for Fort Erie. This show of
foree, (if any force was there), may be considered only as a
manceuvre on the part of the enemy, to prevent any military oper-
ations in this quarter, that they may present the whole disposable
ferce of Upper Canada to oppose the movements of Harrison.

(File in Buffalo Public Library.)

The Secretary of War to General Dearborn.

WAR DEPARTMENT, February 24, 1813.

Sir,—Before I left New York and till very recently, since my
arrival here, I was informed through various channels that a winter
or spring attack upon Kingston was not practicable or account of
the snow, which generally lays to the depth of two and sometimes
three feet over all that northern region during those seasons.
Hence it is that in the plan recently communicated it was thought
safest and best to make the attack by a combination of naval and
military means, and to approach our object not by directly crossing
the St. Lawrence on the ice but by setting out from Sackett’s Har-
bour in concert with and under convoy of the fleet. Later infor-
mation differs from that on which this plan was founded, and the
fortunate issue of Major Forsyth’s last expedition shows at least
that small enterprises may be successfully executed at the present
season. The advice given in your letter of the 18th instant has a
bearing also on the same point and to the same effect. If the enemy
be really weak at Kingston and approachable by land and ice, Pike,
(who will be a brigadier in a day or two,) may be put in motion
from Lake Champlain by the Chateauguay route (in sleighs), and
with the two brigades cross the St. Lawrence where it may be
thought best, destroy the armed ships and seize and hold Kingston
until you can join himm with the other corps destined for the future
objects of the expedition, and, if pressed by Prevost before such
juncture can be effected, he may withdraw himself to Sackett’s
Harbor or other place of security on our side of the line. This
would be much the shorter road to the object, and perhaps the
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safer one, as the St. Lawrence is now everywhere well bridged and
offers no obstruction to either attack or retreat. Such a movement
will no doubt be soon known to Prevost, and cannot but disquiet
him. The dilemma it presents will beserions. Either he must give
up his western posts, or to save them he must carry himself in force
and promptly to Upper Canada. In the latter case he will be
embarrassed for subsistence. His convoys of provisions will be
open to our attacks on & line of nearly one hundred miles, and his
position at Montreal much weakened. Another decided advantage
will be to let us into the secret of his real strength. If he be able
to make heavy detachments to cover or to recover Kingston, and to
protect his supplies, and after all maintain himselt at Montreal and
Lake Champlain, he is stronger than I imagined or any well
authenticated reports make him to be.

With regard to our magazines, my belief is that we have
nething to fear, because, as stated above, Prevost’'s attention must
be given to the western posts and to our movements against them.
He will not dare to advance southwardly while a heavy corps is
operating on his flank and menacing his line of communication.
But, on the other supposition, they (the magazines) may be easily
secured—first by taking them to Willsborough, or, second, to Bur-
lington, or, third, by a militia call to protect them where they are.
Orders are given for the march of the eastern volunteers, excepting
Ulmer’s regiment and two companies of axe men, sent to open the
route to the Chaudiere.

The southern detachments will be vyach stronger than I had
supposed. That from Philadelphia will mount up to nearly 1,000

eftectives.
(American State Papers, Military Affairs, Vol. 1., p—)

The Secretary of War to Colonel Moses Porter.

WAR DEPARTMENT, February 20, 1813.

SIR,—As the enemy’s furee and defences ou the Canada side
of the Niagara river are understood to be weak ; as your force is
respectable and supposed to be competent to a successful attack of
these, and as the season has now furnished you with a bridge as
well for retreat as for advance, it is thought advisable that you do
not permit circumstances so favorable to escape without making a
stroke on such points of the enemy’s line as may be within your
reach. If after feeling the enemy at Fort Erie you should find
yourself able to extend your attack to Fort George it will be desir-
able ; but of this you can judge best after your first experiment.
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To an old soldier like yourself it is unnecessary to go more into
detail. You know what you ought to do and you will do it. Com-
municate this letter to Lieutenant-Colonel Boerstler and accept the
assurances of my respect and good wishes.

(American State Papers, Military Affairs, Vol. 1., p.—)

Captain Benjamin Forsyth to Colonel Macomb.

February 22, 1813,

SIr,—I have only time to inform you that the enemy, with a
very superior force, succeeded in taking Ogdensburg this morning
about nine o’clock. They had about two nien to our one, exclusive
of Indians. Numbers of the enemy are dead on the field. Not
more than twenty of our men killed and wounded. Lieutenant
Beard is among the latter. I have made a saving retreat of about
eight or nine miles. I could not get all the wounded off.

We have killed two of the enemy to one of ours killed by
them. We want ammunition and some provisions sent on to us,
also sleighs for the wounded.

If you can send me threec hundred men all shall be retaken
and Prescott, too, or I will lose my life in the attempt. I shall
write you more particularly to-day. '

(American State Papers, Military Affairs, Vol. I., p.—)

From Major George Macdonnell of the Gleagarry Light Infantry,
Tieut.-Colonel Commanding in the Fastern District of
Upper Canada, to Colonel Baynes

PrEscorT, February 22, 1813.

S1r,—1I have the honour to acquaint you for the information
of His Excellency, the Cowmmander of the Forces, that in conse-
quence of His Excellency’s commands to retaliate, under favorable
circumstances, upon the enemy for his late wanton aggression on
this frontier. I, this morning about seven o’clock, crossed the river
St. Lawrence upon the ice and carried, after a little more than an
hour’s action, his position in and near the opposite town of Ugdens-
burg, taking eleven pieces of cannon and all his ordnance, marine,
commissariat and quartermaster general’s stores, 4 officers and 70
prisoners, and burning two armed schooners and two large gun-
boats and both barracks. My force consisted of about 480 regulars
and militia and was divided into two columns. The right, com-
manded by Captain Jenkins of the Glengarry Light Infantry Fen-
cibles, was composed of his own flank company and about 70 wilitia,
and, from the state of the ice and the enemy’s position in the old
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French fort, was directed to check his left and interrupt his retreat
whilst I moved on with the left column, consisting of 120 of the
King’s Regiment, 40 of the Royal Newfoundland corps, and about
200 militia, towards his position in the town, where he had posted
his heavy field artillery. The depth of the snow in some degree
retarded the advance of both columns and exposed them, particu-
larly the right, to a heavy cross fire from the batteries of the enemy
for a longer time than I bad expected, but pushing on rapidly after
the batteries began to open upon us the left column scon gained the
right bank of the river, under the direct fire of his artillery and line
of musketry posted on an eminence near the shore. Moving on
rapidly, my advance, consisting of the Royal Newfoundland and
some select militia, I turned his right with the detachment of the
King’s Regiment, and after a few discharges from his artillery took
them with the bayonet and drove his infantry through the town,
some escaping across the Black River into the fort, but the majority
fled to the woods or sought refuge in the houses, from whence they
kept such a galling fire that it was necessary to dislodge them with
our field pieces, which now came up from the bank of the river,
where they had stuck on landing in the deep snow.

Having gained the high ground on the brink of the Black
River opposite the fort,I prepared to carry it by storm, but the men
being quite exhausted I procured time for them to recover breath
by sending ‘n a summons requiring an unconditionw] surrender,
During these transactions Captain Jenkins had gallantly led on his
columns, and had been exposed to a heavy fire of seven guus, which
he bravely attempted to take with the bayonet, though covered
with 200 of the enemy’s best troops. Advancing as rapidly as the
deep snow and the exhausted state in consequence of his men would
admit, he ordered a charge and had not proceeded wany paces
when his left arm was broken in pieces by a grape shot, but still
undauntedly running on with his men he alinost immediately after-
wards was deprived of the use of his right arm by a discharge of
case-shot. Still heroically disregarding all personal consideration,
he nobly ran on, cheering his men to the assault, till, eshausted by
pain and loss of blood, he became umnable to move. His company
gallantly continued the charge under Lieut. Macaulay, but the
reserve of militia not being able to keep up with them they were
compelled by the great superiority of the enemy to give way,
leaving a few on a commanding position and a few of the most
advanced in the enemy’s possession, nearly about the time that I
gained the height above mentioned. The enemy hesitating to sur-
render I instantly carried his eastern battery, and by it silenced
another which now opened again, and ordering on the advance the
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detachment of the King’s and the Highland company of militia,
under Captain Eustace of the King’s Regiment, he gallantly rushed
into the fort, but the enemy retreating by the opposite entr: ..ce
escaped into the woods, which I should have TYectually prevented
if my Indian warriors had returned sooner fr n a detached service
on which they had that morning been employed. I cannot close
this statement without expressing my admiration of the gallantry
and self-devotion of Captain Jenkins, who has lost one arm and is
in danger of losing the other. I must also report the intrepidity of
Captain Lelievre of the Newfoundland Regiment, who had the
immediate charge of the militia under Colonel Fraser; of Captain
Eustace and the other officers of the King’s Regiment, and particu-
larly of Lieutenant Ridge of that corps, who very gallantly led on
the advance, and of Lieut. Macaulay and Ensign Macdonnell of the
Glengarry Regiment, as also Lieutenant Gangueben of the Royal
Engineers and of Ensign McKay of the Glengarry Light Infantry,
and of Ensign Kerr of the militia, each of whom had charge of a
field piece, and of Lieutenant Impey of the militia, who has lost
leg. I was also well supported by Colonel Fraser and the other
officers and men of the militia, who emulated the conspicuous
bravery of all the troops of the line. T enclose a list of the killed
and wounded. The enemy had 500 men under arms and must have
sustained a considerable loss.
(Canadien Arxchives, Q, 121, p. 109.)

Return of Killed and Wounded in the Actioa of 22nd February,
1813, at Ogdensburg.

Royal Artillery—Gne private killed.

8th or King’s Regt.—One sergeant killed, two privates wounded.

Glengarry Light Infantry—Two privates killed; Lieut.-Colonel
Macdonnell, Capt. Jenkins, Lieut. McKay, two sergeants
and seven rank and file wounded.

Militia—Two rank and file killed ; Captain J. Macdonnell, Lieuts.
Empy, McLean and MeDermott, one sergeant and fifteen
rank and file wounded.

(Canadian Archives, Q, 121, p. 116.)
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Return of Stores Captured at Ogdensburg on 22d ¥ ~bruary, 1813.

Ordnance—
Brass—Two 9-pounders, two 6-pounders.
Iron—Two 12-pounders, four 6-pounders, one 4-pounder.
713 shot of all kinds.
672 stand of arms.
12 barrels of powder.
14 kegs ball cartridge.
1 stand of colors.
1 garrison fla;z.
:Canadian Archives, Q, 121, p. 117.)

. Extract from a Yetter from Ogdensburg, Dated February 27th,
1813, in Poulson’s American Daily Advertiser of Philadelphia.

Before 7 o’clock I saw a company of about 150 men crossing
above our village, and another of about double that number below,
directly across from Prescott towards the lower part of the village,
which was the most vulnerable point. Some of our cannon were
frozen fast. Only two or three shot were fired from the batteries.
We lost two long iron 12-pounders taken at Saratoga, two long
brass 9-pounders, two brass 6-pounders, four iron 6-pounders, two
iron 4-pounders, four iron 9-pounder carronades, 800 muskets, 400
rifles, two tons of ammunition, one ton of ball, 1500 barrels of pork
and a quansity of blankets. Many of the houses which were
deserted were plundered by the rabble from Canada, who flocked
over in abundance as soon as the place was taken. We lost 26
killed and wounded and about 60 prisoners. The British burnt the
barracks and the two armed schooners, Niagara and Dolphin. We
%ad more than 400 men, and lost four killed and two others have
since died of their wounds.

(File in Philadelphia Library.)
Colonel Macomb, Commanding at Sackett’s Hasrbox, to Major-
General Dearborn.

SACKETT’S HARBOR, 9 a. m., Feb. 23, 1813.

S1rR—1I have this moment received an express frora Captain For-
syth informing me of the enemy’s having succeeded in driving him
out of Ogdensburg yesterday morning at 9 d’clock. It was not done
without a severe contest in which the enemy suffered very consider-
ably. The enemy aftacked in two columns of about 600 men each,
at about eight o'clock in the morning. The Captain reports twenty
men killed and wounded, among the latter Lieutenant Baird, and
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from the coolness with which his riflemen fired that the enemy
must have lost three times that number. The Captain retreated
with all his forece to Black Lake, about nine miles this side of
Ogdensburg.

N. B—The enemy had mcre than double’ the number under
Captain Forsyth. There were no stores of any consequence at
Ogdensburg.

{From Niles’s Weekly Register, Baltimore, Md., 6th March, 1813, Vol. IV., p. 9.)

General Dearborn to the Secretary of War.

HEADQUARTERS, A uBAXY, February 25, 1813.

Sir,—I this day received by express from Colonel Macomb the
enclosed account irom Major Forsyth. His known zexl for a small
partisan warfare has induced me to give him repeated cautions
against suck measures as would probably produce such retaliating
strokes as he would be unable to resist; but I fear my advice has
not been fully attended to as could have been wished. He isan
excellent officer, and uncer suitable circumstances -=would be of
important service.

I bave requested the Governor to order General Brown out,
with three or four hundred of such militia as he ear soonest assemble,
to join Forsyth, and I have ordered General Pike, with four hundred
of his command. to proceed in sleighs by what is considered the
shortest and best route to the neighbirhood of Ogdensburg or
Sackett’s Harbor On his arrival at Potsdam or Canton or Russia
he will be able to communicate with Brown or Forsyth, or both,
and acc with them as circumstances may require.

The affair at Ogdensburg will be a fair excuse for moving
troops in that direction, and by this movement it will be » 1certained
whether the same route will be best in future : the distunce by that
route from Plattsburg to Sackett’s Harbor is but little more than
one-half of what it would be by ¢he route proposed, aud Iam assured
by a gentleman I can contide in that there will he no difficulty by
that route.

Chauncey has not yet returned from New York. I am satis-
fied that if ke had arrived as sovn as I had expected i we wight
nave made a stroke at Kingston. on the ice, but his presence was
necessary for having the aid of the seamen and maripes.

From a letter received this day from Colonel Porter at Niagara,
it appears that the cuemy were preparing to strike at Black Rock.
I can give him no assistance.

American State Papers. Military Affairs, Vol. 1.
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General Orders.

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL S DEPARTMENT,
MONTREAL, 25th Feb'y, 1813.

The Major-General commanding has much satisfaction in an-
nouncing to the troops in the Lower Province that he has received
a report from Lieut.-Colonel Macdonell of the Glengarry Light
Infantry, stating that in consequence of the wanton attack lately
wmade by the enemy on the village of Brockville, it had been deter-
mined on o retaliate by an assault on his position at Ogdensburg.
This took place in a gallant and spirited manner under command of
that officer on the niorning of the 22d inst., and was crowned with
complete success after an action of an hour aud a half, in which the
enemy had about twenty killed and a great aumber wounded.

Lieut.-Colonel Macdonell reports his havi.z *aken possession of
all the enemny’s artillery with the exception of one piece, as well as
paval, military and commissariat stores, and of his having destroyed
the barracks and shipping. A detailed return of the stores has not
yet been received, but eleven pieces of artillery and several hundred
stands of arms had arrived at Prescott.

Lieut.-Colonel Macdonell speaks ‘n high terms of the force
under his comwmand, particularly of the galiantry of Captain Jenkins
of the Glengarry Light Infantry, who was severely wounded.

The Lieut.-Colonel also mentions the assistance whicb he
received from Colonel Fruser, Lieut.-Colonel Fraser and all the
officers of the militia, from Captain Eustace and officers of the
King’s Regiment, Captain Le Lievro of the Newfoundland Regiment,
Lieutenant Macaulay and officers of iz Glengarry Light Infantry,
and from Lieutenant Gangueben of the Royal Engineers, Epsigns
McKay of the Glengarry Regiment and Kerr of the militia, who
directed the service of the field pieces, as well as of the spirived
manner in which the advance was led on by Staff Adjutant Ridge.

List of killed ané wouunrded in the attack on Ogdensburg. 22ad
February, 1813 :

Royal Arvtilierv—Oue rask and tile killed.

Kings Regiment—One sergeant killed, twelve rank and file
wounded.

Glengarry Light Infantry—Two rank ond file killed; one lievtenant-
colonel, one captain, one lieutenant, two sergeants, seven
rank and tile wounded.

Militia—Two rank and file killed: one captain, three subalterns,
onc sergeant, 15 rank and tile wovnded.
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Total—Omne sergeant, six rank and file killed; one lieutenant-
colonel, two captains, four subalterns, three sergeants and
38 rank and file wounded.

Names of officers wounded.—Glengarry Light Infantry—Lieut.-
Colonel Macdonell, Capt. Jenkins (severely), Lieut. McKay.
Militia—Captain J. Macdonell, Lieut. Empy (severely),
Lieut. McLean and Lieu$. MeDermott.

J. Rowan,
Deputy-Assistant Adjutant General.

General Order.

HEADQUARTERS, KINGSTON, Feb. 23, 1813.

His Excellency the Commander of the Forces has the satisfac-
tion of announcing to the army in British North America the cons-
plete success of an attack made by Lieut.-Colonel Macdonnell of the
Glengarry Light Infantry and th.: detachment stationed at Prescott,
yesterday morning, on the eremy’s position at Ogdensburg, which
terminated in the capture of that place and of eleven pieces of
artillery and all the ordnance 2~d marine stores, provisions und
camp equipage, and the destruction of two armed schooners and
two gunboats. Such of the enemy’s garrison as did not fly to the
woods were made prisopers.

The conduct of every individual engaged, and which includes
the whole of the troops, regular and militia, stationed at Prescott,
appears to have been aighly honorable to them.

The following officers are particularly noticed by Lieut.-Col.
Macdonnell as having distinguished themselves: Captain Jenkins
of the Glengarry Light Infantry, who, the Commander of the Forces
laments to tind, is severely wounded, as alse Lieutenani Empy of
the militia, who has lost a leg, and Licutenant Powell of the King's
Regiment, slightly wounded ; Staff Adjutant Ridge of the King’s
Regiment, wio led the advanced guard, and Lieatenaat Macaulay
of the Glengarry Light Infantry.

Lieut.-Colonel Macdonnell reports that he was well supported
by Captain Eustace and the officers of the King's Regiment, by
Colonel Fraser and Lieut.-Colonel Fraser and all the officers of the
militia, ac well as Captain Le Lievre of the Royal Newfoundland
Regimwent attached to the militia. The field artillery was well
served by Ensigns McKay of the Glengarry Light Infantry and
Kerr of the militia, and the good conduct ¢” the Lieut. Gangueben
of the Royal Engineers is likewise particularly noticed.

The Cowcmauder of the Forces was induced to anthorize this
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attack, not by any means as an act of wanton aggression—the troops
under his cornmand having been ordered at all times to abstain from
all acts of that nature—Dbut as one of just and necexsary retaliation
for that which was recently made on the British settlement of
Brockville by a party from Ogdensburg, and in consequence of
frequent depredations from that garrison committed on the persons
and property of His Majesty’s subjects within its reach, and in an-
nouncing its result His Excellency feels much pleasure in publicly
expressing his entire approbation of the gallantry and judgment
with which it appears to have been conducted.

His Excellency directs the officers and men taken prisoners on
this occasion to be sent to Montreal, there to remain until further
orders. A salute to be fired inmnediately.

Joux HaRrvEY, Lieut.-Col,,
Dep. Adj. Gen.

General Dearbom;the Secretary of War.
(EXTRACT.)

ALBAXNY, February 26, 1813.
Having received information that Sir George Prevost was
woving towards Upper Canada with considerable foree, but not such
as can be fully relied on, I have, however, ordered four hundred
(L'iuore af Pike’'s command to follow the first detachment without
elay.

American Siate Papers, Military Affairs, Vol 1.

From the Buffalo Gazette, 2nd March, 1813.
HEALTH OF THE TROOPS.
To the Editor of the Buflalo Guzette:

Sir,—To correct an erroncous opinion which has Leen received
by the public of the faiality of the disease which has prevailed
among the troops. I am induced to give you for publication an
abstract of the sick and wounded which have been received into
the general hospital at Buffalo during the months of January and
February :

Received from ABSTRACT.
Sth U.S. Infantry.. ... iiiia.., 52
13th do e ettt 27*
12thand 20thdo ... ..... .c.vvivuiirnnnonn.. 48
23d 5 1 Y 12
2d Regt. Arxtillery...........o.oiiiiiiiil 3
Ist Light do ... ... iiiiiiiiiiiaL. a9
AN L LY - S

*16 of whom were wounnded. 159



Discharged................. 69
Died.........oovviiiiint 11

) 80 total died and discharged.
Remaining in hospital 79, many of whom are convalescent.

H. VAN HOEVENBERG,
Asst. Hospital Surgeon.

A Recapture.

A gentleman from Erie states that Capt. Daniel Dobbin, naval
officer of that place, has recently discovered the Salina, (the vessel
he lost at Detroit when Hull capitulated), ice-bound about 10 miles
from Erie. She was loaded with provisions, munitions of war, &e.
Another vessel has been discovered in that quarter in a similar con-
dition said to be the Chippowa, owned by Mr. Alexander of Fort
Erie. Information has come from the Canada side which mentioned
the departure of the vessels above mentioned from the islands of
Sandusky, being driven out by the wind, and being surrounded by
cakes of ice they were abandoned.

(File in Buifalo Public Library.)

Sir George Prevost to Farl Bathurst.
(No. 46.)
N1iGARA, 27th February, 1813.
My LorD :—

In my despatch No. 44, which I had the honour of addressing
to Your Lordship on the 16thinst.. I reported the close of the session
of the Provincial Parliament and my intention of proceeding on
the following day to visit the military posts in Upper Canada. I
was particularly anxious tc accomplish this object before the winter
roads should become impassable by the thaw, which was daily
apprehended, as I was in hopes that my presence at York would
serve materially to check a disposition that had manifested itself in
that provinee to cabal against the person administering the govern-
ment of it, and might also be the weans of restoring order to its
militia force.

1 accordingly left Quebec on the 17th, and passing through
Moentrea: arrived at Prescott, the first military post in Upper
Canada, on the 21st. I found myself within less than a mile of the
enemy, posted at Ogdensbnrg, who had availed themselves of the
frozen state of the St. Lawrence in that neighborhood to carry on
repeated nocturnal enterprises against posts of communication which
were occupied by the militis, and to commit frequent depredations
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upon the persons and property of His Majesty’s subjects, carefully
selecting objects beyend the immediate sapport of & regular military
force.

Being at that time busily engaged in th. transport of ordnance
and ordnance stores for the marine establishment on the lakes, and
in supplying arms, accoutrements, clothing and ammunition for the
militia of the Upper Province, I deemed it absolutely necessary in
order to ensure the safe arrival of those essential articles at the
places of their destination to dislodge the enemy from his position
at OUgdenshurg, to secure from interruption my line of communica-
tion with Lower Canada. I have now the honour of transmitting
to Your Lordship the report which Major Macdonnel of the Glen-
garry Light Infantry Fencibles has made to me of the spirited
manner in which he carried into execution my orders on this
occasion.

I beg leave to call Your Lordship’s attention to the distin-
guished merit of Captain Jenkins of the Glengarry Fencibles, who
most gallantly led a part of thai new levy into action. This excel-
lent young man and very meritorious officer has lost his left arm and
has his right severely wounded. Under these circumstances I must
humbly recommend him to the favour and protection of His Royal
Highness the Prince Regent.

It 18 but common justice to the merits of Lieut. Impey of the
Dundas Militia who has lost a leg in this affair, which has afforded
a fresh proof of the superiority of His Majesty’s arms over those of
the enemy, to interest Your Lordship that the same benevolence
way be extended to him as he would have experienced had he be-
longed to the regular forces, he being a very respectable and worthy
man, entirely dependent upon his bodily exertions in the cultivation
of a farm for the support of himself and a young family.

Two stand of colors which were taken on this service by the
detachment of the King’s Regiment will be forwarded to Ycur
Lordship by the first opportunity, to be laid at the feet of His
Roysl Highness the Prince Regent.

{Canadian Archives, Q. 121, p. 106.)

Sir Grorge Prevost to Y,ord Batharst.

N1aGAR4s, 27th February, 1813.

(No. 47.)

My Lorp :—

On my return to Fort George from inspecting the troops on
this frontier and viewing the works which have been erected
between that place and Fort Erie, and from visiting the advanced
positions which the solid state of the ice at the porthern extremity
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of Lake Erie had rendered indispensably necessary to establish to
prevent those incomplete and open batteries from being surprised
or taken in reverse, I was met by an offieer with despatches from
Detroit. . . .

(Canadian Archives, Q. 121, p. 122.)

General Order.

HEADQUARTERS, NIAGARA,
1st March, 1813.
. O.

His Excellency the Commander of the Forces is pleased to
grant the local and temporary rank of Colonel to Lieut.-Colonel
Bruyeres, R. E., and to Lieut.-Colonel Myers, Deputy-Quartermaster
General in the Province of Upper Canada.

His Excellency is pleased to approve and confirm the appoint-
ment of Lieut. Barnard, 41st Regiment, to act as Staff Adjutant of
militia under the orders of Lieutenant-Colonel Bisshopp, appoint-
ment to take place from the 3d November. Captain Lelievre,
Royal Newfoundland Regiment, is appointed a deputy-assistant
quartermaster general, and is directed to relieve Major Clerk, 49th
Regiment, on the 24th iust. at York,in the duties of that depart-
ment. Lieut. Taylor, 41st Regiment, is appointed Fort Major of
Fort George, Niagara, vice Campbell, deceased.

The headquarters of tue Royal Newfoundisnd Regiment is to
. be removed to York. Colonel Pearson will give the necessary
orders and instructions for Major Heasheote proceeding with such
proportion of the regiment now at Kingston as can be spared from
the marine service at that port.

In consequence of the severe wounds of Lieut.-Colonel St.
George, incc _acitating him from the discharge of his duties as
iuspecting Field Officer, Lieut.-Colonel Warburton is directed to
proceed imimediately to Amherstburg and place himself under the
orders of Brig.-General Procter.

EDpwARD BAYNES,
A G N A
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District General Order.

ForT GEORGE, 3rd BMarch, 1813.
(No. 1)

His Excellency the Commander of the Forces has been pleased
to approve of a troop of Provincial Royal Artillery Driv.rs, to be
attached to the Royal Arvillery, being immediately raised upor the
following establishment, viz.—

1 First Lieutenant.............ooooiienee at 9s per diem
2 Second Lieutenants... ............ ... ... at 8s do
1 Staff sergeant.........o.oooioiiiiiiii ab 3s 2d de
3Sergeants............ il at 2s 2d each do
Corporals.......... oo, at 25 04d do do
I8Seconddo...ooviriiiiniiiiiiiiiiinnen at 1s 104d do do
1 Rough Rider..............ooiiiiiinis. at 1s 8}d do

1 Smith and farder................ e at 8s 23d do

3 Shoeing smiths. ... ..., at 25 1{d do do
2C Marmaakers. .........ooiiiiiiiiaan.. at 1s 103d do do
2 Wheelers.... ..ol at 1s 111d do do
2Buglers.. ... i e at 1s 114d do do
100 Guoner drivers..................oaa. at 1s 33d do do

The men rused for this troop are clearly to understand that
their services are to extend if iequired to either of the Canadas,
and to continue for a period of eighteen months, or during the war
with the United States. Each man will receive a bounty of eighteen
dollars in money and necessaries, and two dollars will be given to
the bringer of each recruit.

The allowance of clothing to the men of the froop to be the
same as is given to the corps of Royal Artillery Deivers.

J. HarvEy, Lt.-Col,,
D. A G

District General O._der.

Fort GEORGE, 3rd March, 1513.
(No. 2))

His Excellency the Commander of the Forces has been pleased
to approve of a company of Provirciul Artificers, to be attached to the
Eng:neer Department, being immediately raised, upon the fcllowing
establishment, viz.—

1 Lientenant... ... ..o oot at 10s per diem
2 Sergeants. . . vttt i i it at d4dsid do
2 Corporals.. . vvvueeeenir e at 3s6d do

B0 Artificers. . o vttt i i et e at 29G4 do
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The men raised for this compauny are clearly to understand
that their services are to extend if required to either of the Canadas,
and to continue for a period of eighteen months, or during the war
with the United States of America. Each man will receive a bounty
of eighteen dollars and the same allowance of clothing as is given
to the Provincial Drivers. Two dollars will be given to the bringer
of each recruit.

J. HarvEy, Lieut.-Col,,
and D. A. G.

District General Ordet.

ForT GEORGE, 3rd March, 1813,
{No. 3.) i
His Excellency the Commander of the Forces has been pleased
to approve of a troop of Provincial Light Cavalry being immedi-
ately raised for the service of the Canadas for a period cf eighteen
months, or during the war with the United States of America, upon
the following establishment and conditions :—
The troop to consist of
One captain.
One lieutenant.
One cornet.
Cne troop sergeant major.
One farrier.
Three sergeants,
Fifty privates.
Officers receivirg infantry vay and cavalry allowances.

Men subsisted ab..................... 9d per day and rations
For horses providea by the owner....... 8d do do
For forage forkorse.............. ... 1s Sd do

Total. ... 3s 0d per day

Each man will receive a bounty of twelve dollars as an outfit
—ciothing, arms, accoutrements and horse appointments will be
found by the Government.

The men and horses to be approved by inspection, the latter to
be valued at inspection, and will be paid for if killed or totally
disabled in the actual performance of public service.

J. HARVEY, Lieut.-Col.
and D. A, G.
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General Dearborn to the Secretary of War.
HEADQUARTERS, SACKETT'S HARBOR, March 3, 1813.

Sir,—Having been informed that Sir George Prevost had ad-
journed the Legislature at (Quebec, assigning as a motive that His
Majesty’s services required his presence in Upper Cansada, and having
received certain informafion of his passing Montreal and having
arrived at Kingston, I set out immediately for this place, having
ordered the force at Greenbush and path of Colonel Pike’s command
in sleighs for this place. I arrived here in fifty-two hours. Iam
now satisfied, from such information as is entitled to full ccedit,
that a foree has been coilected from Quebec, Montreal and Upper
Canada of from six to eight thousand men at Kingston, and that we
may expect an attack within forty-eight hours and perhaps sooner.

The militia have been called in and every effort will I trust be
made to defend the post, but I fear neither the troops from Green-
bush or Plattsburg will arrive in seasen to afford their aid. I have
sent expresses to have them hurried on.

Commodore Chauncey has not arrived; he will be here to-
morrow. The armed vessels have not been placed in the positions
intended by tbe Commodore.

Our total foree may be estimated at nearly three thousand of-
all deseriptions.

Sir George Frevost is represented to be determined to effect his
chject at all events, ard will undoubtedly make every effort in his
power for the purpose.

We shall, I trust, give him & warm reception, but if his force
is such as is expected, and should make an attack before our troops
arrive from Greenbush and Plattsburg at Sacketi's Harbor, the
result may at least be doubtful.

_(American State Papers, Military Affairs, Vol. 1.)

Meadville, March 8.—We learn from some of the Kentucky
prisoners, who left Malden on the 6th ult., that a number of the
Inhabitants of Detroit have been seized and sent under guard to
Fort George. This measure, it is said, was taken in consequence of
a suspicion that the inhabitants of that place intended to revolt
with a view of seizing on the fort and delivering it up to General
Harrison.

(Niles’s Register, Vol. V., pp. 66-7.)
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Militia Gexeral Orders.

HEADQUARTERS, YORK, 5th March, 1813.

It being an object of the first importance that the equipment of
the militia that may be employed on service on the Niagara frontier
should be as efficient as possible, His Honor Mujor-General Sheaffe
is pleased to direct tliat the arms, accoutrements, blankets, great
coats, packs, haversacks, canteens, &c., in possession of those not on
duty shall be immediately collected and conveyed to the posts on
the Niagara line for the inspection of Lieut.-Colonel Bisshopp,
Inspecting Field Officer of miiitia. Those in possession of the
Lincoln and 2d York Regiment of Militia will be immediately
delivered in at those posts which may be most convenient with
regard to their relative situations to the respective regiments.
Receipts for those articles in triplicate are to be prepared for the
signature of the commanding officer of the post at which they may be
delivered, or cf the storekeeper or other person who may be
appointed by the commanding officer to receive them. One reccipt
is to be trausmitted to the Quartermasier-General, or in his absence
to the Assistant Quertermaster-General, one to the coind’g officer of
the Regiment. and one tv be kept by the person employed to
-deliver the arvicles.

Lieut.-Colonel Bisshopyp will extend his inspection to the arms,
accoutrements and all articles of equipment in the possession of the
militia on duty on the Niagara frontier, and will take the necessary
steps for having all the arms, accoatrements, &c., put immediately
into a serviceable state, for which purpose Brigadier-General Vin-
cent will give such crders as may be required. None of the avticles
above described are to be taken away from the frontier by any one
who quits it unless it be for the purpose of going on duty.

By order,
ANEAS SHAW,
Adjt.-General Militia.

Militia General Ozder.
HEADQUARTERS, YORK, 5th Mareh, 1813.

His Honor Major-General Sheaffe has been pleased to appoint
Francois Baby, Esquire, Assistant Quartermaster-General of militia
for the vrestern district, from the date of his nonination by Lieut.-
Colonel St. George, to act in that department, (and subsequently
approved by His Honor the Major-General Brock), with the pay
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and allowances of a Captain and forage for one horse, and an allow-
ance of one shilling and sixpence a day for a clerk.
By order,
ZENEAS SHAW,
Adjutant-General Militia.

General Order.

6.0 HeapQUARTERS, KixgsToN, March 5th, 1818.

His Excellency the Commander of the Forces has received the
repori of a Court of Euquiry ordered to assemble on the 18th Octo-
ber last, to investigate and report upon the circumstances of an
attack made by the enemy on a brigade of boats kelow Prescott, on
the 16th Septemucy, and His Excellency fully concursin the opinion
of the Court that there does not appear to have existed any ground
whatever to impute any negleet or wisconduct on that occesion to
Major Heathcote or the officers or men of the detachment under
his command.

EDWARD BAYNES,
Adjt. General, N. A,

Lieut.-Colonel Bisshopp to Major-General Sheaffe.

Fort Erig, March 7th, 1813.

Sir,—I have the honor to inform you that yesterday evening
ahout three o’clock a deserter crossed from the Awmerican side and
was chased within two miles of our shore by two officers and six
privates cf the United States anny. Lieuts. Bullock and Gardiner
and Ensign Martin of the 41st Regiment being on the spot took
six men from the picquet and succeeded in securing the deserter,
and taking prisoners two officers and four privates; the other two
effected their escape to the American shore.

Much useful ieformation will be collected from the deserter,
who is a Sergeant-Major of the Fifth Regiment, United States
Infantry.

I am very much obliged to Lieuts. Bullock and Gardiner aad
also to Ensign Martin fov their zcal and activity on this oceasion.

I have the honor to enclose the names of the officers taken
Pprisoners, as also a return of their arms.

NAMES OF OFFICERS TAKEN PRISONFRS, MARCH GTH.

Lieut. G. Clark, 5th Regt., U. States Infantry.
Ensign D. Polk. 12th Regt. do.
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N. B.—Those officers are on their route from Fort George to
Lower Canada.
R. H. S.

(Canadian Axchives, C. 678.)

Information given by Sergeant-Major Macfarlane of the 5th United
States Regiment, who Deserted from Buffalo on the Evening
of the 7th March, 18x3.

He states the American force to be as follows :—

Men. Stations.
5th Regiment.................... 500 Buffalo
13th do . 300 11 Mile Creek
14th do .. 800 Black Rock
12th and 20th do.......... ereneaa 300 Buffalo
Total. ..o iiiiennnnnn. 1900
ARTILLERY.

4 6-pound<::1rs, Buffalo.

2 24-pounders

1 long 12—pounder} Black Rock.

A battery erecting at Black Rock to mount 19 guns behind
piles of wood to conceal the work from the British.

The Americans expect shells from the British side and are
much alarmed.

Twenty-two boats and 8 scows were cut out of the ice on the
6th inst. behind Squaw Island. (A true statement.)

J. B. GLEGG.
(Canadian Archivas, C. 678.)

His Honor the President’s SPEECH

At the opening of the present session of the Legislature—The
answer of both Houses thereto—The Address of the House of
Assembly to His Honor the President, congratulating him upon
his accession to the Government, &ec., with his Answer—The
Address of the Inhabitants to His Excellency Sir GEORGE
PREVOST, Bart., with his Answer.

York, Sth March, 1813.

On Thursday, the 25th February, His Honor ROGER HALE °
SHEAFFE, Esq., President, administering the Government, of Upper
Canada, and Major-General commanding His Majesty’s Forces
therein, acccmpanied by a numerous suite, procceded to the Govern-
ment buildings and opened the present Session of the Legislature,
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when he was pleased to deliver the following Speech to both
Houses :—

Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council and Gentlemen of
the House of Assembly :—

It affords me the highest satisfaction that the first timie I am
called upon to address you in this place I have to offer you my
cordial congratulations on the.uniform success which has erowned
His Majesty’s Arms in this Province. The enemy has been foiled
in repeated attempts to invade it. Three of his armies have been
surrendered- or completely defeated, and two important fortresses
have Leen wrested from him.

In this Glorious Campaign, the Valour and Diseipline of His
Majesty’s Regular Forces have been nobly supported by the Zeal
and Bravery of our Ioyal Militia.

Succeeding to the administration of the Government of the
Province upon the lamented death of Major-General Brock who so
nobly fell in its defence, it is grateful to me to announce to you the
high sense of the Services of that able and Gallant Officer mani-
fested by His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, who has been
pleased in His Majesty’s name to associate him to the most Honour-
able Military Order of the Bath.

I have also the gratification of communicating to you that His
Royal Highness has been graciously pleased to signify “That the
liberal appropriations which have been made by the Legislatures of
beth of the Canadas to meet the expenses of the oceasion, and the
determined spirit of resistance manifested by the Loyal Inhabitants,
leave little apprehension on the result of any trial in which they
may be called to prove their courage and perseverance.”

Gentlemen of the House of Assembly :

I shall direct to be laid before you the ordinary accounts of the
Public Receipt and Expenditure, as also of the fund granted in the
last Session to be disposed of in the Defence of the Province against
His Majesty’s enemies, and I feel confident that you will continue
an appropriation for & similar purpose.

Honourable Gentlemen and Gentlemen:

Doubts have been suggested as to the sufficiency of the late
crops to supply the probable wants of the Colony: it may be a
proper object of your consideration to devise some means to control
the export of grain and the consumption of it in distillation, shounld
circumstances require it, during the recess of the Legislature.

The meritorious services of the militia, under privations which
they unavoidably suffered, in an srduous and protracted campaign,
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entitle them to the gratitude of the country and to your particular
attention. .

His Excellency the Commander of the Forces has been pleased
to order clothing for a considerable proportion of the Embodied
Militia of this Province, but as this does not extend to all the neces-
saries requisite to the soldier’s comfort, I recommend to you the
allowance of a sum to each volunteer, or draft from the militia to
provide an outfit. .

I think it proper to draw your attention to the continuation of
certain laws of essential importance to this Province now about to
expire, and to recommend to your consideration whether a revision
of some parts of the Militia Act now in force may not e necessary
to render it more efficient. I particularly request to be authorized
to pay in =?vance, half-yearly, the annuity granted to widows and
children ..nd to persons disabled in the service.

You will learn with great satisfaction that the most vigorous
measures have been adopted under tue direction of the Commander
of the Forees, and are now in operation, to strengthen the Provinecial
Marine and preserve the superiority on the lakes so essential to the
safety of the Province.

It must be unnecessary for me particularly to recommend des-
patch in your deliberations. i will only add that you may rc'y cn
my hearty co-operation in any measure which may conduce to the
welfare and security of the Province. )

ADDRESS of the Legislative Council in Answer to His Honor the
President’s SPEECH.

To His Honor SIR ROGER HALE SEEAFFE, Esquire, Presi-
dent, adininistering the Government of Upper Canada, and
Major-General commanding His Majesty’'s Forces within the
same :

May it please Your Honor:

We, His Majesty’s dutiful and loyal subjects, the Legislative
Council of the Province of Upper Canada in Provincial Parliament
assembled, offer to you our thanks for yourspeech at the opening
of this Session of the Legislature.

We participate with Your Honor in the satisfaction which
every loyal subject must feel from the uniform success which has
crowned His Majesty’s Arms in this Province. The armies of the
enemy that have been defeated and the fortresses which have been
taken are glorious proofs of the valour and discipline of His
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Majesty’s Regular Forces, nobly supported by the bravery of our
loyal militia.

It is with the deepest regret that with Your Honor we lament
the death of your illustrious predecessor, Major-General Brock, who
gloriously fell in the defence of this Province, and whose achieve-
ments there have left impressions never to be effaced. We rejoice
that the services of that able and gallant officer have been highly
appreciated by His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, who has
been pleased in His Majesty’s name to associate him to the 3lost
Honorable Military Qrder of the Bath.

It affords us additional satisfaction that His Royal Highness
has been graciously pleased to signify that the liberal appropriations
which have been made by the Legislature of both the Canadas and
the determined spirit of resistance manifested by the loyal inhabi-
tants, leave little apprehension of the result of any trial when they
may be called upon to prove their courage and perseverance. We
hope and trust that the sentiments expressed by His Royal High-
ness respecting us will be fully verified by our conduct.

Our warmest acknowledgments are due to His Exeellency the
Commander of the Forces for having ordered clothing for a con-
siderable proportion of our embodied militia, and we are confident
that this work of his humarity and kindness will still further excite
that determined spirit of resistance which that body of men-have
hitherto so nobly manifested.

Highly sensible of the meritorious services of our militia, lahour-
ing under privations which they unavoidably have suffered in an
arduous and protracted campaign, we will most heartily concur
with the other branches of the Legislature in such measures as may
best contribute to their comfort and administer to their necessities.

‘We will pay particular attention to the continuation of such
laws as are of essential importance and are about to expire, and will
carefully revise such parts of the Militia Act now in force as may be
necessary to render it still more efficient and salutary.

It is with the greatest satisfaction that we learn that the most
vigorous measures have been adopted, under the direction of His
Excellency the Commander of the Forces, and are now in operation
to strengthen the Provincial Marine and to preserve the superiority
of the lakes so essential to our safety and protection.

4 co-operation with Your Honor in such measures as may
conduce to the welfare and security of the Province animates us
with the hope that we shall be enabled to continue in that glorious
career of victory in which we have begun, and by the blessing of
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GOD defend our country against our enemies, and transmit our
Laws, our Liberty and our Constitution to the latest posterity.
TrOS. ScorTT,
Speaker.

Legislative Council Chamber,
March the 2d, 1813.

To which His Honor was pleased to make the following reply :
Honorable Gentlemen, :

Accept my thanks for your address; it manifests a spirit of
loyalty and patriotism which cannot fail to be highly gratifying.

I feel confident of your cheerful aid and concurrence in what-
soever can promote the public welfare, and that your attention will
be particularly directed to those measures which can most effectu-
ally contribute towards the security of the Province.

2d March, 1818,

ADDRESS of the House of Assembly in Answer to His Honor the
President’s SPEECH.

To His Honor ROGER HALE SHEAFFE, Esquire, President
administering the Government of the Province of Upper Can-
ada, and Major-General commanding His Majesty’s Forces
therein :

May it please Your Honor.

‘We, His Majesty’s most dutiful and Loyal Subjects, the Com-
1aons of Upper Canada in Provincial Parliament assembled, request
Your Honor to accept of our humble thanks for your most gracious
Speech.

P We participate in the satisfaction expressed by Your Honor
at having it in your power, on the first time you are called upon, to
address us, to offer your cordial congratulations on the uniform sue-
cess which hes crowned His Majesty’s Arms in this Province.

That the enemy has been foiled in his machinations against it ;
that three of his armies have been surrendered or completely
defeated, and that two