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Iron: tinplates, coke Bessemer, 1.C. 14 x 20

Iron: Canada plates, ordinary (half and half
Iron: boiler plates inch size

Lead : imported pig

Silver: bar, fine

Solder: bar, half and half

Steel billets

Spelter, foreigy

Tin: 100 1b. ingots, straits

Zinec: sheets, (in § cwt, casks

Anvils: Wright's (80 1b. and over

Axes: standard

Grind stones: weighing from 40 to 200 lbs. each
Hammers: Canadian sledge

Horseshoes

Mallets: carpenters’ hickory, round, 6-in
Picks

Screws: bench wood

Soldering irons

Vises: Wright's

161
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Coal: Bitum

Coke: Conr

Coa Bitumino Crow Ne¢

Coke Cre
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Coal o
Calcium

Matches
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American, watr
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Eddy's Telegrap}





































164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172

73
174
175
176
177

Benzine, Canadiar

Glue : Domestic, broken sheet

Linseed oil, raw

Linseed oil, boiled

Paris green, English and Canadian

Prepared paints, 1st quality, pure

Putty, in bladders

Rosin, white

Shellac, pure orange, in barrels

Turpentine

Varnish, No. 1 furniture, in barrels

Venetian red, dry colom

White lead, pure, ground in oil, ‘' Association guarantee
Window glass: ‘ Star,’ under 26 inches, (first break)
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WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA BUILDING MATERIAL 1"
CELLANEOL
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Wooder
Brooms

nwea

Are, &

carpet

4 strings

utler

TABLES

vare—White
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Manufacturers’ prices f.o.b, at Ottaws,

Articles

Chaire, kitchen, common,
spindle, per doz.

Tables, kitchen, 4 ft , with
1

drawer, per doz
Tables, extension,
wood, extending 8 ft.,

enc

Sideboards, hardwood, with
bevelled mirror, 16 x 28
0. each

Bedroom snites, two pieces,
hardwood, dresser with
mirror 18 x 36 in., snd
stand per set

1881

$cts.

20

12

Manufacturers’ prices

Continuous pillar bed, 4 ft.,
wide, No. 504

WHOLESALE PRICES,
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CANADA

WOODEN

1590

FURN

DerarTuesT oF Lasotr
Waoresare Puices, 1890 1900

1909, - X1. HOUSE FURNISHINGS

TURF

quotations M;H‘],.ﬂ h} J. Oliver & Sons, Ottawa, Ont

IRON
.'\ln?«

BED=

Ations

4.

S99 190 1 1902 | 1908, | 1904, | 1905, | 1906
Sctn Sete. Sots | Setn| Betn, Bote Sots. Setn

¥} (=] 264 273 5§ L N 2
500 168 16 % 1860 1880 21 00 21 @0 21 W0
GO0 TO00 TN NS00 S0 S00 B R0
00 S0 900 1000 10 100 10 10 W
J00 1100 1400 1400 1500 1590 15 00 15 00

. Gale & Sons, Waterville

upplied by
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Jannary
Fehrnary
March
Apnl
Marv
Tome

Tuly

1500

1w

1895

Ty

180

Price per dozen at Toronta, Ont, on the first market day of each month

3 HOOP

s

150
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?

T
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WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890-1909 .—XI. HOUSE FURNISHINGS

WOODEN PAILS
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8 otn
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1 50
1

17
1
170
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170
150
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_ Deeasrwest or Lavorr, Caxana
Waoresare Prices, 1890 1900

Tame No

(d) KITCHEN FURNISHING=

IR

2 w0

quotations from The © rnadian Grocer and Hardware and Meotal
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WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1% XI. HOUS NISHINGS | HEN FURNISHINGS ¢

M “u < . - .
$ N « « N < s < < s « $ « « N
Februar " "
Mar « N 2 ' »
Apr " N ' ‘

A ugus ) » -
Septet be . " '
dotobe " " ' . " "
November « ~ ' N
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TABLES

183. A

184. W

185. Alur

186. Blea X
187. Borax

189 Cart \
90 Ca
191. (

195. Opiun
196. Quinine
197. Soda ash

198 Sulphus acid
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WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890-1909. —XII, DRUGS AND CHEMICALS

MURIAT ACID MVE Cont {
Price per pound at Toronto on the first day of « ' n {
Month 1800, | 159 N2 1803 1894 " g x e " "
- 25 4 "
February 25 W 2 '
Marcl X e "
Apr 032 32 X
Ma 032 3 32 X X 04
325 825 > X ' .
J X ‘
A »
Oetobe 2
N be v
I -t
A verag w2 . "




Waonepsare Prioes

WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1290 1909 X1T DRUGS AND CHEMICALS

OFIUM CRUDE.

Price per pound at Montreal on the first of

Momth, IROD. | 1801 | IRO2. | 1803 TR, JROG. | INO6. 1SO7. 189K 1RO 1w, 1901, | 1902

Seta. Rets Bets. Rote # 1 Sete. Sots. Sote. Bote. Sots = ots
PY— (38 4 3 : AT
- (4o 4 8 : 1a
March t s g : 4 - -
A A HE ‘! '8 1
ey ($8|$BI3812 ‘! 183
sone HAHH : i3 4
HAHIH t HH-
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o HAE : 118
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I fa8]3 8 ‘8 ik

Average L4072 42

3 &5 4 20 1125 4187 405858 40 4355

& o

Deranrwest or Lasoog,
1m0 10

Continned.
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WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 15 NI DRUGS AN
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TABLES

XIL-—-MISCELLANEOUS

199. Mink, dark

200. Muskrat: best winter and fall

201. Raccoon (Chat sauvage)

202. Skunk: black, Canadian

203. Malt, ale and porter, and whiskey

204. Tobacco: smoking, standard brand plug, duty paid
205. Binder twine, sisal

206. Gunpowder, common sporting, standard grade
207. Rope, pure Manilla

208. Rubber, Para island, fine

209. Soap, common

210. Starch, Canada laundry

269




F .
\Ma
Ay
Ma

\

WHOLESALE P¥

TS




WHOLESAI




M

January
February
March
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May

June

July
August
September
Ocwber.
Novewber

Decem bur

Average
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WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1590-1909

Price per skin at Montreal, Que, on the first market day of each month
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WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1590 1909, - XII1. MISCELLANEOUS

MALT.

Price per bushel of 36 Ih. at Toronto, Ont_, on the first market day of each month: quotations supplied by The Canada Malting

Company, Limited.

Artices. 1890, 1801 1803, 1804 1805 1806, 1S67. 1508 1508

Sets Sote Sots Sote Sota Sots Sota § ot § ot § ots

Malt 075 073 075 074 072 074 O0TO 07 072 0o

1900
§ cts
073

PRAUGHT ALE AND PORTER.

1901. 1902
$Seta $cta
073 072

Price per bbl. at Ottawa, Ont., on the opening market day of each month; quotations

Company, Tad.
Draft sleandporter...... 665 665 665 665 665 665 665 665 665 665

WHISKY

Price per gallon in bond at Walkerville, Ont.. on the opening market day of each month; quotations supplied by

Sons, Lad.

Whisky, Cansdian Clab, !
20-Sup 170 19 1% 1% 19 1% 19 19 19 1%

6 65

1%

6 65

“caNapiax cLus”; 20.8. v

1%

L

1%

Deranruest or Lamouvr, Cawana.
Waoresare Puces, 1590-1900, Tasure No. 203
() LIQUORS AND TOBACCO.

1904

$ otn

L]

1905,

§ ots
L

1906. 1907. 1908,

Sots Sota § ot
075 110 0om

supplied by the Brading Brewing
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WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA. 18 XL MISCELLANTG

Mont 9 89 ” W > <
‘ . ” e =
v é 71 1 78 ~
At - ’ . N . -
' a . . - . ~
. 7 1 7 -
1 ‘ f P
Vngust f ' -
er ’ o v 1 . - 76 >
ctohe 5 » » . 7 m o S
November ¢ " v 7 71 -8 - s
ecembe 56 . 5 ¢ . P -1 1 78 7
Average 5¢ 5 56 - . . 1 7308 7183
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WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA













VII
VIII
X

XI

XII
XIII

also

PART II

Ll ) DEX MBERS *

GRAINS AND FODDER
ANIMALS AND MEATS
DAIRY PRODUCTS
FISH
OTHER FOODS—GROCERIES, FRUITS, VEGETABLES, &«
TEXTILES

(a) WOOLENS

b) COTTONS

¢) SILKS

(d) LINENS

e) JUTES

f) OILCLOTHS
HIDES, TALLOW, LEATHER, BOOTS AND SHOES
METALS AND IMPLEMENTS
FUEL AND LIGHTING
BUILDING MATERIALS

a) LUMBER

(b) OTHER BUILDING MATERIALS

PAINTS, OILS AND GLASS

HOUSE FURNISHINGS

(a) FURNITURE

(b) CROCKERY AND GLASSWARE

(¢) CUTLERY

(d) KITCHEN FURNISHINGS
DRUGS AND CHEMICALS
MISCELLANEOUS :—

(a) FURS

(b) LIQUORS AND TOBACCO

(¢) SUNDRY

page 11
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PART IH---CHARTS

GRAINS AND FODDER

ANIMALS AND MEATS

DAIRY PRODUCTS

FISH

OTHER FOODS—GROCERIES, FRUITS, VEGETABLES, &«
TEXTILES :-

(a) WOOLENS
(b) COTTONS
(¢) SILKS

(d) LINENS
(e) JUTES

(f) OILCLOTHS

HIDES, TALLOW. LEATHER, BOOTS AND SHOES
METALS AND IMPLEMENTS
FUEL AND LIGHTING

BUILDING MATERIALS:—

(a) LUMBER

(b) OTHER BUILDING MATERIALS

(c) PAINTS, OILS AND GLASS
HOUSE FURNISHINGS :—

(a) FURNITURE

(b) CROCKERY AND GLASSWARE

(¢) CUTLERY

(d) KITCHEN FURNISHINGS
DRUGS AND CHEMICALS
MISCELLANEOUS :—

(a) FURS

(b) LIQUORS AND TOBACCO

(¢) SUNDRY
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Wheat, ¥ d Bra S
Barley, Western Ma g d Ontario No. 2
Oats, Western No. 2 W W Oy o No. 2 White

Oats and Oatmea
Corn, Rye and Peas

Hay and Straw
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erantrmEnt or Lasoun, Canana

WaoLesats | OB, Cmant N
CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF GRAINS AND FODDER, 1890-1909
Commodities included: Barley, Western; Barley, No. 2 Ontario; Bran; Corn, No. 3 Yellow;
Hay No. 1; Oats, No. 2 White, Western; Oats, No. 2 White, Ontario; Peas, Nc. 2
Ontario; Rye, No. 2 Ontario; Shorts; Straw; Wheat, No. 1 Northern;
and Wheat, No. 2 White, Ontascio
Average Price 1890-1899 100
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190 | 190
188 188
186 | 186
184 184
182 182
180 180
178 | 178
176 176
174 | 174
172 172
170 170
168 168
166 168
164 164
163 162
160 160
168 168
166 166
164 154
162 162
160 160
148 148
146 146
144 144
142 | 142
140 140
138 138
136 136
134 134
132 132
130 | 130
128 128
126 126
124 124
122 |129
120 | 120
118 |18
116 116
114 114
112 112
110 | 110
108 108
106 106
104 104
102 102
100 100
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N 1 NORTHERN, AND WHEAT, No

CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES 0O}

2 WHIT} R10, 1890-1909
Average Price 1890-1899 100
§2ecissectessogzieese 2
® ® ® ® ® ® ® ®© O VS B E PP E E 8 X
= I T = T = = R o v v ed v v vl v v
190 190
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184 184
182 182
180 180
8 8
76 17€
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(
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164 WHEAT
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b
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g 1560
LY.} 148
146 14¢
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142 142
14( 14
38 138
3€ 136
34 134
12 132
3 / 130
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1 = 118
116
114
112
110
108
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104
102
100
98
96
94
92
90
y 88
86
84
82
80
K
76
74
72
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wr ME v Lasoum, Cana
N

"
FLOUR

WaoLesaie Prics . 200 1
CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF WHEAT, BRAN AND SHORTS. AND
1890-1909
Wheat, including Manitoba Northern No. 1 and Ontario White No. 2: Flour cluding Straight
Rollers, Strong Bakers, Winter Wheat Patents and Manitoba First Patents: Bra and Shorts
Average Price 1890-1899 1
g §

w t - N ™.
g & E838¢83 $
& g 2 £E28% 8 8 2
190 190
1 88 188
186 186
184 1

182 182
180 180

0
-3

&

1891
1892
1893
1894
1906
1908

18

1897
1898

WHEAT .
162 FLOUR 162

160 BRAN AND SHORTS 160

| 70







AR HOWING RELATIVE PRICE I ARLEY, WESTERN MALTING, AND BARLEY
ONTARIO No. 2. 1800-1909

Average Price 1890-1899 104
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1893

1906
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168 168
6¢ 2 166
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)€ 166
4 1564
)2 162
100 160
148 148
146 > & 146
. 144







CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF OATS, No. 2 WHITE, WESTERN: AND OATS,
No. 2 WHITE, ONTARIO, 1890-1909
Average Price 1890-1899 100

— ® © = ® - N ®m e 5 &= ® o
2222828883583 388¢% 8
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190 180
185 18K
186 186
184 184
182 182
180 180
178 178
176 176
" 174
& 172
i 170
168 168
166 I 166
198 WESTERN, No. 2 White 164
162 162
160 ONTARIO, No. 2 White 160
168 168
¢ | 166
164 164
162 162
160 160
148 148
146 146
144 144
142 142
0| | | 140
138 138
136 136
134 134
132 \ - 132
190, | f Y 130
128 J 128
126 \ [\ J 126

| \ / 124
122 122
120 | \ L 120
118 \ I J 118
116 y J J \ . 116
14 | \ \J 114
112 1 ,) \ L 112
110 / \ 110
108 \.. / 108
08 v \ 106
104 V 104
102 102
00 | J 100
98 | | ,A‘ o8
96 | AR | 96
94 \ / \ | 94
92 / \ 92
90 | J \ | 90
88 ||/ \ ] 88
86 \ J \ | 86
84 - \ | 84
82 / \B 82
80 |/ | 80
4 \ | 78
76 / 76
74 " 74
72 72
70 J 70







190
188
186
184
182
180
178
176

17
168
166

162

168

82
80
™
76
74

70|

CHART

(

7

ymmodities 1

1891

B

oS ®
e &
® «©
- o
OAT
JATMEA
|
R -
f

SHOWIN(

wluded

1894
1896
1896

RELATIVE

Oats,

N

I

W

and Oatmea

Average Price 1890-1899

7

189
1898
1899

8 8

o

.5;

=

MEA
b
&

)

189

W
£
& &
v

1909

1908

1909

190
188
186

182

160
148
146
144
142
140
138
136
134
132
130
128

26
194
120
116
114
112
110
108
106
104
102
100

96

92
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1
]

]
18
17
19
17

16
16
16
16
18
164
16
16/
16!
15(
14
L
M
14
14
13¢
136
134
132
130
126
124
122
120
118
116
114
112
110
108
106
104
102
100




CHART SHOWING

1890
1891
1892
1893

DEran
W

BRALE
RELATIVE PRICES OF CORN, No. 3 YELLOW
AND PEAS, N

1894

1896

&
@®

o

677

®

1897
189

2 ONTARIO, 1890-1909
Average Price 1890-1899 100
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& 3 3 s
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§

t

1

2

1909

RYE, No. 2 ONTARIO;

146
144
142
140
138
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Deranruent or Lasoun, Canapa
Waolssars Prices, 1800-1908; Caanr No. 10,
CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF HAY AND STRAW, 1890-1909.
(Average Price 1890-189% 100/
r‘“‘,:*g e i O © - N N NN W BN N W - . =]
tEEedecei88s8838858 ¢
HA A e e N e e e e oo oo
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=
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CHARTS
IL—~ANIMALS AND MEATS

11. Animals and Meats—all
12. Animals (all) and Meats (all)

13. Cattle and Cattle Products, Hog and Hog Products
Sheep Products, and Poultry

14. Cattle, Ontario and Western
15. Hogs (live) and Lard

16. Salt Pork, Bacon, and Hams
17. Sheep and Tallow

18. Fowls and Turkeys

1372221 a7

., Sheep and
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Devanruent or Lasouvn, Canana

Wan ssare Puions, 18901908 Cuanr Ne 3]
CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF ANIMALS AND MEATS, 1890-1909
Commodities included : Bacon; Beef; Cattle (Western) ; Cattle (Ontario) ; Fowls; Hams; Hogs (live);

Hogs (dressed) ; Lard; Mutton; Pork; Sheep; Turkeys; Veal
Average Price 1890-1899 100

EEEEdS888883883385¢8 ¢
SESERREREEISTETE23 8 3
190 190
188 188
186 186
184 184
182 182
180 180
178 178
176 176
174 174
172 172
170 170
168 168
166 166
164 | 164
162 162
160 160
168 168
166 166
164 164
162 162
160 150
148 148
146 146
144 144
142 142
140 140
138 138
136 136
134 134
132 132
130 130
128 128
126 126
124 124
122 122
120 120
118 118
116 116
114 114
112/ 112
110 110 I
108 | 108
106 | 106
104 | 104
102 | 102
100, — 100
98 98
96 96
94| |
92| 92
90, | 90
4 88 | 88
4 86 86
i 84 | 84
82 | 82
80| | 80
. . .
76, | 78
74 | 4
72| 72
70| | 70
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Deranruent or Lasovr, Canapa
Wuoiesaie Prices, 18601909, Cuanr No. 12,

CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF ANIMALS AND MEATS, 1890-1909.
Animals, including, Cattle (Western); Cattle (Ontario ; Hogs; and Sheep (export ewes).
Meats, including, Bacon; Beef (dressed); Hams; Hogs (dressed); Lard; Mutton (dressed); Pork
(salt); and Veal (dressed
(Average Price 1890-189% 100
EEeEiS8R8883833285¢8 ¢
T o o o e o o e i v v v vl v v v v e e

—

}: ANIMALS |
162 S~ e -
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Commodities included
Toronte);

EEiEiiiRiEEEEEREERE G

.’!
78|
i
74|
72

1) Cattle (Western
(2) Hogs (live at Toronto); Hogs (dressed); Salt Pork; and Lard; (3
Sheep (export ewes); Tallow; and Mutton (dressed ) ;

Deranrmes

WaoLssare Prioss

CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF ANIMALS AND MEATS, 1890-1909.

Cattle

Ontario

Average Price 1890-1899% 100

|
|
|

HOGS AND HOG PRO-
DUCTS

SHEEP, TALLOW AND
MUTTON

FOWLS AND TURKEYS

I(‘A'HIL BEEF & VEAL '
[

Beef

18001008, Crant N

Toronto) ;

and Veal

4) Fowls; and Turkeys.

or Lamouvn, Canava
13
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Deranrmest or Lasoun, Canapa.
Waowksaie Prices, 1890-1908. Cuanr No. 14,

CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF ONTARIO AND WESTERN CATTLE, 1890-1909.
Commodities included : Cattle, Western Prime, off cars at Winnipeg, Man.; and Cattle,
Butchers choice Steers at Toronto, Oat.

899 100) i
e
§ES28888 8
Lo T
| 190
| 188
| 188
| 184
| 182
| 180
| 178
| 176
| 174
172
170
! i ie
166 : | Ik
164 Wetters | {104
162 st [162
i £
168 | |
166 | 166
164 164
162 | 162
160 | 160
148 148
146 ] 148
2 i
1
140 140
138 |138
136 |138
134 1134
2 F-
130 |
128 | 128
126 | 126
124 |124
122/ | 122
120 | 120
18| |18
118/ [116
114/ 114
112 12
110 110
108 108
108 106
104 104
102 102
100 100

3323382228882 8E
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W .
CHART SHOWING RELAVIVE PRICES OF HOGS (LIVE

Derarrment or Lanoun

, AND LARD, 1890-1

Canana

N

Commodities included : Hogs, choice selects, f. 0. b. West Toronto; and Lard pure, in tierces

]

S23382ERESELER

70|

—

T_;|"(r\ live

\ LARD

Average Price 1850-1899

100
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Durantaent or Lanoun, Canapa
Wuoissars Prices, 1800-1909, Cuant No. 16

CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF SALT PORK, BACON AND HAMS, 1890-1909
Commodities included : Pork, Heavy Canada Short Cut mess in bbis; English Boneless Breakfast
Bac.n; and Hams, smoked, medium size.

. Average Price 1890-1899 100
§gEgigseigsss P
g 228888238853 8
N S RN e N N e e e e W e e W e o
190 | 190
188 | 188
186 186
184 | 184
182 182
180 | 180
178 | 178
176 | 176
174 | 174
172 172
170 170
168 168
166 — - : 166
164 SALT PORK l 164
163 BACON [ 162
160 | HAMS J 160
168 — ! - s 168
166 ( 166
164 | 154
162 A / 152
150 | \ | 180
148 | |18
146 |, |148
144 | |/ 144
142 / 142
140 140
138 | 188
136 | 136
134 134
132/ 182
130 130
128 128
126 ! 126
124 124
122 | 122
120 | 120
118 118
116 116
114 114
112 | 112
110 | 110
108 | 108
106 | 108
104 | 104
102 | 102
100 e 100
98 | 98
96 | .
94 \ | -
92 \V | 98
90, | 90
B8 | 88
86 | 88
B4 | 84
82 | 82
80| | 80
] (L
; 76 | 78
k 74 | .
i 72 | T2
A 0| [ 70
I
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Devanrupst or Lasoon, Canana
Whoussais Prices, 18001900, Cuanr No. 1|

CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF SHEEP AND TALLOW, 1890-1909
Commodities included : Sheep, export ewes; and Tallow No. 1 stock rendered in bbils

. Average Price 1890-1899 100
fEgfiigeitssaaassss s
‘-1'1'1-!'-3~—1—9~~~§-s~~-9-:«§-—s~

190 | ! 190
188 | 188
186 | | 186
184 184
182 | 182
180 | 180
178 | 178
176 176
174 | 174
172 172
170 170
168 168
166 | — . by 166
104 | SHEEP | 164
162 TALLOW 162
160 | - — 160
168 168
166 | 166
164 154
162 162
150 | 150
148 148
148 146
144 144
142 | 142
140 | 140
138 | 138
136 136
134 134
132 132
130 130
128 | 128
126 126
124 124
122 122
120 120
118 118
116 116
114 114
12 /s {12
110| / 110
108 | . | 108
108 | | 106
104 | ,10;
102 | 10!
100 | \\ - 100
98 | 98
96 | 98
| | 94
92| | 92
90 | 90
88 | 88
86 | 88
84 | 84
82| | 82
80| 80
| |
7%, | 78
74| "ll
72| 72
70 110
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Deranrmest oF Lasovs, Canaoa
Waoresare Prices, 18001908 Cuanr Noo I8

CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF FOWLS AND TURKEYS, 1890-1909.
(Average Prices 1890-1899 100,

\, !
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CHARTS

19. Dairy Products (all) and Milk
20. Butter, Dairy Solids and Creamery Print

21. Eggs and Cheese




|
|

e —

=T




CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF DAIRY PRODUCE,
Creamery) ;

Commodities included: Butter

fEiEifEREEEas g

333338 rRE8e8E

Butter

)

Dairy);
(f. 0. b. Montreal); and Eggs.
Average Price 1890-1899

100

Cheese

o

Western

iis

-

1890-1909

Colored

g 8

Milk

1909



190
188
186
184
182
180
178
176

172
170
168
166

162
160

56
1564
162
160
148
146
144
142
140
138
136

132
130
128
126
124
122
120
118
116
114
112
110
168
106
104
102

100,

98
96
94
92

86
L2
82
80
L)
76

72
70
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T

Ce

W '
CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF

mmodities included : Butter, Creamery Prints, at Toronto

e Py
BUTTER
and Butter

Average Price 1890-1899 100

— el ; b= e~ ®© > - N
*
SEEERRRRRREE
v v v v v v v v e v v e e
BUTTER, Creamery Printr
BUTTER, Dairy Solids
\
)
[ f/
/
/
/
\ /
\~

1903
1904

1890-1909

Dairy Solids

P

at Toronto

2

1909
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CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF CHEESE AND EGGS, 1890-1909
Commeodities included : Cheese, Western coloured, at Montreal; and Eggs, storage, at Toronto
Average Price 1890-189% 100

5eiiiitssccstgigsece ¢
2 288 22288 2 = s 2 & 3

P o8 0% OR 8 VR % v of w8 oM % 0% 08 % o0 o8 N v o
190 190
188 :
186 186
184 184
182 182
180 | 180
178 178
176 176
174 [ EGGS - 1 174

172 CHEESE e = 172







Fis A
Cod, Hadd
Macker
Salm
Salmon T

CHARTS




68
166

52

160

86




CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICE OF FISH, 1890-1909
( moditie wcluded :  Codf y; Haddock, dry; Halibut, fresk Herr salted; | €
canged; Mackerel, salted ; Sa B. C. canned; Salmon Trout, fresh; Whitefish, fre

Average Price 1890-1909 10¢

8~Nm 0 D & ® DO - N o, 0w © b
B EEEEEEERERE- z -
® ® ® « 0 0 ® ® & » & & & & & & =

o
8K
8¢
84
82
180
8
17€

170 k,‘

168 68

166 1 6¢

164 64

162 162

180 6

168

166

164

162

180

148

146 14¢

44 4

142 142

140 140

138 38

136 136
34
132
130
128
126
124
122
120
118
116
114
112
110
108
106
104
102
100
98
96
94
02
90
88
86
84
82
80
7.
76
74
2

70
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CHART SHOWING KELATIVE

130

126
124
122
120

80
8
? %
£}

. 70

g

Waowesain Pricss 2 14 \
HADDOCK AND HALIBUT, 1890-1909

PRICES OF COD,

Commeodities included : Cod, dry; Haddock, dry; and Halibut, fresh
Average Price 1890-1899 100
TR R R R R R R R R R R R
3 2 -
@ @ @ @ @ ™ o o © 'BEEEREEERE &
R R - - - -
coD
HADDOCK
| HALIBUT
|
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P—— N SDGE——
\ |
" | - - . / 4 4
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3 J f \ / \ |
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180

78
74

46




108

102

CHART SHOWING REl
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MACKEREL, Sa
HERR

-

ATIVE PRICES

1900
1901

ST 88
g 88
858
/
] I\
1
A
.v‘}l
\ [
\/
|
\ I\
\ [

OF MACKEREI
SALTED, 1880-1909
Average Price 1890-1899

100

&

\
J
‘L—.—‘

190
188
186
184
182
180
178
176
174
172
170
168
166
164

162
160
168
166
154
162
150
148
146
144

142
140
138
136
134

132
130
128
126
124
122
120
118
116
114
112
110
108
106
104
102

| 100
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CHART

190

86
B4
182
K0
8
6
4

70
68
66
64
62
60

104

00
98
96

92
90
88

84

82
BO

70

canned,

1891
1893
1894
1895
1896
1897

PRICES

S

Average

@
»
@

‘He

OF CANNED
1890-1909

rseshoe Bra
Canso, N. §
Price 1890-1899

-4

$§8:¢8
@® }483
- o e

SAL M(

Lot

100

903

1
1

N AND CANNED

>
z

T 885
8 38 8 8
A ,
/
Y

LOBSTERS

100

96
94
92
90

86
84
82
80
78
7%

72
70
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186
184

80

10
8
06

ol
YK
96

92
90
88
K6
84

50

©



CHART SHOWING

190
188
186

182
180
178
176
174
172
170

®
©

332338
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1890

1891

|
|-

RElL

g

1893
1894
1895

1896

1897

SALMON TROUT
WHITEFISH

FRESH, 1890-1909
Average Price 1890-1699

E

.

1898

=
&
@

190

100

1902

ATIVE PRICES OF SALMON TROUT

1903

FRESH

AND WHITEFISH

x* 8 e 2

& & b 8
190
188
186
184
182
180
178

\
[

<

82
80
78
7%

72
70







€HARTS

7. 0 Foc Gro I
28. ¥ A ¢ and st
29. 1 Wint \
Beans a S Bis
1. Coffe Rio No. 7 Santos
32. Tea, good nmon Japar
A Pea | Pear
4. G P and Banana
Aj At (
Sugar \ ted A
37. Hone nd Maple Suga
}8. Rice and Tapicoca
39. Salt, Pepper, and Vineg
40. Soda and Cream of Tartss
41. Potatoes and Turnips
42. Canned Vegetables,—Corr

s, Vegetables, &«
( bakers
and M toba fir ate

and Tomatoes



18

i€
44




i

Deranmvent or Law
Waoresais | 5 1IN

CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF OTHER FOODS—GROCERIES, FRUITS AND
VEGETABLES, 1890-1909
Commodities included : (1) Groceries: Beans, Biscuits, Chocolate, Coffee, Cream of Tartar, Flour,
Honey, Maple Sugar, Molasses, Oatmeal, Pepper, Rice, Salt, Soda, Sugar, Tapioca, Tea, and
Vinegar; (2) Fresh Fruits: Apples, Bananas, Grapes, Peaches, Pears, and Plums; (3
Dried Fruits: Apples, Currants, and Raisins; (4) Fresh Vegetables : Potatoes and
Turnips; (6) Canned Vegetables : Corn, Peas, and Tomatoes
Average Price 1890-1899 100
%g

§5885s82832¢8

Canapa
N >

1890,
1891
1892
1893
1896
1907
1908
1909

184 184
182 182
180 180
8 178
76 176
74 174
72 172
70 170
] 168
66 166
64 164
62 162
160 160
o8 168
166 166
16 b4
| 162
160 150
148 148
146 146
144 144
142 142
140 140
38 138
36 136
134 134
32 132
30 130
28 128
26 126
24 124
22 122
20 120
18 118
16 116
14 114
12 112
10 110
8 108
] 106
4 104
2 102
0| | 100
8 98
6 96
" 9
2 92
30 90
K8 K8
86 86
i 84

2 82
30 | 80
8 78

€ 76

i 4

) 72
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CHART SHOWING

L)

1891
1892
189

[
|
|
|

FLOUR
FLOUR

RELATIVE

1894

1896

S
[~
o
—

PRICES OF
BAKERS
&~ ® &
S &6 &
@ ® «©
- e

ot

R

STRAIGHT

1890-1909
(Average Price 1890-1899 100

&

—

g

G

K

1904

JLLERS
i

AND STR(
> ®
e o
s &

=z

1909

126
124
120
118
116
114
112
110
108
106
104
102

< 100

96
o4
92
90

86

82

(L]
76

72
70
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HART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF FLOUR, WINTER WHEAT PATENTS AND
MANITOBA FIRST PATENTS, 1890-1908
Average Price 18901909 100

i
)R

)

3

?

1891
1892
1893

]

1896

£

1897
1898
1899
1901
1902
1903
1904
1906
1906
16
909

1%

90
188
186
184

FLOUR Winte Wheat

Pate
FLOUR
Patent

A 30

116
114
112
108
106
104
102
L 100
08
‘ 9€




1890 e




1891
1892
1893

RELATIVE
Average Price 1890-189%

ol

—

3
D6

906

90
1904
1907
1909

190
188
186
184
182

168
16€

164

160
148
146




£




CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF COFFEE, RIO NO 7 AND SANTOS, 1890-1909
Average Price 1860-1899 100

§Eoosgsssecaogzegcze e
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166 1 6€
164 164
162 62
60 16(
58 168
56 15€
154 154
160 5
148 148
146 COFFEE. Rix 4t
W [ eorreE o
42 142
4 14
138 138
3¢ 136
134 134
32 132
¥ 130
. 128
8 126
24 \ 124
29 122
20 \ 120
18 [ 118
€ \ 116
4 \ 114
s 112
/ 11(
" \ \ 108
06 106
" 104
< \ 102
X - 100
0} 1 98
0 96
4 94
92 \ 92
20 W
AR \ HK
B6 86
84 84
82 \ 82
80 80
8 ()}
6 \ 76
4 T4
12 \‘ b
1 \ 70
68 68
6 66
. \ 64
62 \ \ . 62
\\ p 60
8 \ / y 68
56 W\ /] 56
4 \/ N 54
- ,f et | 62
" b \ v \ 50
- } 48
; 2
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CHART SHOWING RELATIVI ES OF TEA, GOOD COMMON JAPAN, 1890-1909
e Price 1890-189¢ 100
N M 9 O DD OO MY VD ® o
52883 8 8 S & - @ -B-B-.
® ® ® ® ® © ® B B ODEERDEEDR S
v v i v w4 v v v el v v v et 4 e et e -
) )
88 -
88 18¢
K4 184
82 182
18
8 3
7€ 176
. L4
68 68
w (303
64
62 (
6( &
8 8
¢ !
" 1
18 48
46 4
44 4
4
8 38
3

118
¢ / !

/ 114

r 11(

1. [ 108

6 . 106
* 104
/ 102

L] 100
] _7j 98
)6 96
" )
M (."
88

Ll K6
R4

82

50 80
8 78
’ 76
4 74







HART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF FRESH FI I APPLI PEACHES, ANI
PEAR 1890-1909

Average Price 1890-1899 10

X
1891
1892
1893
1894
1896
1896

9

9
1899
1900
1904

5
6
)7

1901
1902
1903

APPLE ot
PEACH 166
PEAJ 64

80
8
76
4

7
70
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46
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1890

1



CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF GRAPES, PLUMS AND BANANAS, 1890-1909
Average Price 1890-1899 100

HHIIHHI

o

1890
1891
1892
1893
1894
18

90
1908
1909

190

I
GRAPES _— 168
| PLUMS 166
BANANAS 164

\ 132

\ 130

\ 128

126

| 124
| 122
120

118

114

l 12
110

108

106

104

v 102
| 100
98
96

92
| | 90
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1890

CHAF

180
1892

1893

894

1

899

900

1

1904

1906







CHART

1892

YWING

1893

96
899
900

1
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{AR1T

1891

SHO

WING

REL

[~
®©

1896

1899

AND MA

g 8

1904

1906

1890

190

1908

1909

1909

80







CHART HOWING R} ATIVE PRICI F RICE AND TAPIOCA, 1890-1909

4

4

5
306
7
QR

O

9
892
89
]

9
8¢
89
8

1900

|
|
1







HART {OWING RF¥ A\TIVE PRIC} ] A I I N VINI Ak 1890-1909

890

891
392
9.
9

89
9

1

1

1
P
|
1

88

70
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1ART

SHOWING
N ™
& &
® ®
SODA
CREAM
~——

RE

)

@
-

LATIVE
v ©
e O
® ©

TARTAR

PRICES
= ®
& o6
© 1

OF

-3
[
@

SODA

=
&

-

AND
Average Price 1860-1899

1901

100

1903

1904

CREAM

OF

1906

TARTAR

1906

1907

1890-1909

68
166

40

100

H4
82
80

78
74
72

70




48




66

64

80

CHART

g 3
® ®

SH(

1892

wi

RELATIVE PRICES OF FRESH VEGETABLES: POTATOES AND
TURNIF 1890-1909
Average Price 1890-1899
- w© B~ L [~ = . o [ X o
H B & b & = g
EE888888¢ 5
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|
|
| \
| \
A
\ /
/ \

1 8¢

82







i

892

ANNE
ANNE
NNI

RE

894
1895

PEA
TOMAT

308

116
114
112

110
108
106
104
102
100

96

70







13722

43
44
45
46

25

CHARTS

Textiles—all

Woollens, Cottons, Linens, Silks and Jutes
Wool, Yarn and Knitted Underwear

Wool, Ontario, Washed and Unwashed

Raw Cotton, Grey Cottons

Coloured Cottons and Prints
Silk, raw, Japan and Italian

Spool Silk and Machine Twist

Flax fibre, tow and linen twine

Jute, raw, and Hessian

Oileloths, floor and table

353
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Derantuent or Lanovn, Canava
Waoissaie Puices, 1800- 1000, Cuaws i

CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF TEXTILES, 1890-1909
Commodities included : Wool, Ontario, washed; Wool, Ontario, unwashed; Canadian Worsted
4-ply Yarn; Knitted Woolen Underwear; Beaver Cloth; Raw Cotton; Upland Middling;
Grey Cottons; Woven Coloured Fabrics; Prints; Tow, coarse and fine; Flax
fibre; Sewing flax; Raw Silk, Japan; Machine twist, Silk; Jute,
first marks; Hessian, 10 1-2 oz, 40 in.; Table and
floor oilcloths

(Average Price 1890-1809 100/
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1907
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Derarrsest or Lanovn, Canava
Wuoresate Prices, 18901900 Cuanr No. 44

CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF TEXTILES, BY GROUPS, 1890-1909
Commodities included: Wool and Woolens; Wool, Ontario, washed and unwashed; Canadian

Worsted Yarn; Knitted Underwear; Beaver Cloth; Cotton and Cottons: Raw Cotton

Upland Middling; Grey Cottons; Woven Coloured Fabrics; Prints; Flax
products: Tow, coarse and fine; Flax fibre; Sewing flax; Jute
Jute, first marks; Hessian, 10 1-2 oz., 40 in.; Silk
and Silks: Silk, Raw, Japan and Italian;

Spool Silk; Machine twist
Average Price 1890-1899 - 100
g8 8
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1890/
1891
1892
1893
1894
1896
1896
1897
1898
1899

1903

588

90 190

1905
1907
1908
1909

186 186

176 WOOL AND WOOLENS e 176
174 COTTON AND COTTONS 174
2 SILK AND SILKS 72
170 JUTE AND HESSIAN 170
68 FLAX FIBRE AND ! 168
168 PRODUCTS | 166
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CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF W00l ONTARIO, WASHED AND UNWASHED
1890-1909
Average Price 1890-189% 100
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90 190
88 188
86 186
B84 184
82 182
80 180
8 178
76 176
ONTARIO WOOL, Us v
- 174
) washed — 179
- ONTARIO WO0OI o
' Washed '
(] - 168
66 166
64 164
62 162
80 160
8 b8
6 166
b4 154
52 162
0 160
48 148
46 146
44 144
2 142
4 \ 140
38 / 138
3€ A 136
134
132
30 J \ 130
28 { 128
¢ 126
1 124
2 122
( 120
8 118
[ 116
4 114
112
) 110
8 108
I 106
1 104
2 102
K | 100
8 98
) 96
)4 94
92
90
88 88
HF 86
84 84
82 82
80
8 78
76

74

| T







1890
1891
1892
1893
1894
1896

RELATIVE

3

@
-

ARN
| KNITTED UNDERWEAR

PRICES OF WOOL,
N; AND KNITTED UNDERWEAR, 1880-1909
Average Price 1890-1909

1906
1907
1908
1909

1899

190
188
186
184
182
180

178
l]b
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{ART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF COTTON AND COTTON GOODS, 1890 1909
Average Price 1890-189% 100
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Average Price 1890-1899

¢

PRICES

@
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OF SPOOL SILK

1890-1909

100
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EER
-
N
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AND MACHINE
)
E 288

1907
908

190
B8
186

116
114
112
110
108
106
104
102
100
98
96
94
92
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82
80
(L
76
74
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FLAX FIBRE

LINEN

AND

Tow

SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF
1890-1909

CHART
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CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF JUTE, FIRST MARKS, AND HESSIAN
1012 OZ. 40 IN 1890-1909
Average Price 1890-1908 100
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SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF 0 rH JOR AN ABLE, 1890
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HIDY FALLOW. LI KR ROO AND 0l

Hides, Tallow, Leathers, Boots and Shoes—all

Hides and Tallow (all), Leathers (all), and Boots and Shoes (all)
Hides, No. 1 Inspected Cows and Steers, and Tallow

Calfskins and Horsehides

Leathers, Spanish Sole and Slaughter Sole

Leathers, Harness and Heavy upper

Boots and Shoes
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DEFARTME v Lanoun, Canana

Waowssais Puices, 15901908, Cuanr N 3
HART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF HIDES, (No. 1 INSPECTED STEERS AND CDWS),
AND TALLOW, (NO. 1 STOCK, RENDERED), 1890-1909
(Average Price 1890-180% 100
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Deranruunt or Lanoor, Canana
Waoissare Puicss, 1890-1908; Cuanr No 58

CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF HORSEHIDES AND CALFSKINS, (NO.1
GREEN), 1890-1909
Average Price 1890-189% 100
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CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF LEATHER, (NO. 1 SPANISH SOLE FOR
JOBBING), AND LEATHER, (NO. 1 SLAUGHTER SOLE, HEAVY), 1890-1909
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LEATHER, Harness, No
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CHART SHOWING RELATIVF PRICES OF LEATHER,
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SHOWIN RELATIVE PRICES OF BOOTS AND SHOF 1890-1909
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Solder, lead, and silver

Tin, spelter, and

Anvils and axes

Horseshoes and mallets
Grindstones and sledge hammers

Soldering irons and vises
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PRICES OF METALS
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CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF METALS AND IMPLEMENTS, 1890-190%

modities included : Metals: Antimony, Brass, Copper, Pig Ir Summerlee
Iron, Common Bar; lron, Black Sheets; Ir Galvanized Sheets; Ir 1
Boilerplates; Lead; Silver; Solder; Spelter; Steel Billets; 1 and Zinc
Implements: Axes; Anvils; Grindstones; Hammers; H re
Mellets; Picks; Wood Screws; Soldering | Vv
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IART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF ANTIMONY (COOKSON'S) AND COPPER
LAKE, CASTING INGOT), 1890-190¢

Average Price 1890-1899 100

E2888¢z8

'R EERER:

1903

1

1R90

1
|
1

1891
892
893

9

1895

9

Lt
Bé

B4

180

ANTIMONY 174
{COPPER 1
| 2

122

120
118
| 118
\ | 114
112
110
108
| 106
104

\ | | 82
8
| |

72
— \ | 70




PN




CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICE JF IRON AND STEEL, 1890-1909

nodities included : Pig Iro Sur erlee, No. 2; Pig | N 1 ¥ d N.§ Ire
mon Bar; Irc Black Sheet Irc Galvanized Sheets; Ir Tinplat Charcoal; Ir
Tinplates, Coke, Bessemer; Iron, Canada Plates, ordina Boilerplate

and Steel Billet N.§S
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{ART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF PIG IRON SUMMFRLEE, No. 2 IRON
ANADA PLATES, ORDINARY; AND IRON, TINPLATES, COKE, BESSEMER ; 1880-1909
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ART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF RON \ ATES HA¥ A AN RON
BOILERPLATE 1890 -190¢
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\RT SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF SILVER, LEAD AND JER, 1890-1909
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ART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF TIN, INGOTS; SPELTER (FOREIGN, AND
ZINC SHEETS; 1890-1909
Average Price 1890-1899 100
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RT SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF ANVILS, (WRIGHT AND AXES (STANDARD
1890-1909
Average Price 1890-1899 100
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RT SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF HORSESHOES; AND MALLETS (CARPENTERS
ROUND, HICKORY): 1890-1909
Average Price 1890-1899 100
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ART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF GRINDSTONE (40-200 LBS AND HAMMERS
CANADIAN SLEDGE 1890-1909
Average Price 1890-1899 100
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ART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF SOLDERING IRONS AND VISES (WRIGHT'S
1890-1909
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CHART SHOWING RELATIVI

PRICES OF FUEL AND LIGHTING, 1890-1909
ymmodities included : Coal, Bituminous, N. 8. run of es; Coal, | Crow's Nest Pass
Coal, Penna. Anthracite; Coke, Connellsville, Furnace; Coke, Crow's Nest Pass: Coal Oil

Canadian Standard, water whiie; Coal Oil, Canadian Standard, water white Calcium
Carbide; and Matches, Eddy's Telegrapk
Average Price 1890-1899% 100
"l—ignéeghwmg—-mmvcwhmc‘
& S 6 & o S O © = =
§ 228 22888 ' BEREEEEREEERE:
L I I T I I I T T T T T T S S S

142
140
138




é
Q




Deranrae v Lamovw, Caxava
W ¥ [ ~ want N i

IART SHOWING PRICES OF COAL, (N. §. BITUMINOUS ; COAL, PENNA. ANTHRACITE
AND COKE, (CONNELLSVILLE, FURNACE ), 1890-1909
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{ART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF COAL OIL, (CANADIAN STANDARD, WATER
WHITE) AND AMERICAN STANDARD, WATER-WHITE 1890-1909
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CHARTS

Wire Cloth and Wire Fe
Paints, Oils, and Glass
Linseed 0 raw and boilec
Benzine and Turpentine
Prepared Paints and White Lea
Paris Green and Venetian Re

Shellac and Varnisl

Putty and Window Glass

Glue and Rosir
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CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICE ' MBER B9 Y
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RT SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF DIFFERENT GRADES OF PINE LUMBER,
1890-1909
Average Price 1890-1899 10
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ART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF CANADIAN PORTLAND
PLASTER OF PARIS, 1880-1909
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ART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF HINGES, HEAVY AND SOIL PIPE, FOUR INCH
MEDIUM, 1890-1909
Average Price 1890-1899 100
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! HART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF |
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JART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF BENZINE, (CANADIAN, AND TURPENTINE
1890-1909
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HART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF PARIS GREEN AND VENETIAN RED RY
COLOUR, 1890-1909
Average Price 1890-1899 100
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HART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF PUTTY (IN BLADDERS AND WINDOW
GLASS, “STAR FIRST BREAK, 1890-1909
Average Price 1890-1899 100
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RT SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF CROCKERY AND GLASSWARE, 1890-1900
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HART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF TABLE CUTLERY AND SILVER-PLATED WARE
1890-1909
Average Price 1890-1899 100
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Drugs and Chemicals—all
Alcohol and Methylated Spirits
Alum, Bleaching Powder, and Borax
Carbolic Acid and Copperas
Brimstone, Glycerine, Opium, and Q
Caustic Soda and Soda Asl

Muratic Acid and Sulphuric Acid
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CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF DRUGS AND CHEMICALS, 1890-1909
nodities included : Alcohol; Wood Alcohol; Alum; Blea g Powder; Borax; Brimstone
Carbolic Acid; Caustic Soda; Copperas, Glycerine; Indigo; Muriatic Acid
Opium; Quinine; Soda Ash; Sulphuric Acid
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CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF BRIMSTONE, GLYCERINE, OPIUM AND
QUININE, 1890-1909
Average Price 1890-189% 100
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HART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF CAUSTIC SODA AND SODA ASH, 1890-1908
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HART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF SULPHURIC ACID AND MURIATIC ACID
1890-1909
Average Price 1890-189% 100
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CHARTS

111. Liquors and Tobace«
112. Malt, Whisky, and Ale and Portu

113. Rope, Binder Twine, and Flax Rope

114. Soap, Starch and Rubber
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CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF FURS, 1890-1909
Commodities included : Mink; Muskrat; Racco. 1 Skunk
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CHART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF LIQUORS AND TOBACCO, 1880-1909

Average Price 1890-1909 100
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HART SHOWING RELATIVE PRICES OF MAI
PORTER, 1890-1909
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AND WHITE LINEN ROPE, 1890-1909.
Average Price 1890-1899 100
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THE CONSTRUCTION OF AN INDEX NUMBER OF COMMODITY PRICES
FOR CANADA
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The Selecting of the Base Period

Practice has varied, again, in the matter of the base period. Several have used
a single year. Jevons employed the year 1871; Falkner the vear 1560 ; and the British
Board of Trade the year 1871. The more usual course, however, has been to take
a longer period: as a rule a five or ten year period. The Eeconomist uses the years
1845-1850 as a base; Saverbeck the years 1867-18 and the United States Department
of Labour the years 1890-1899. The British Association recommends a ten year
period as on the whole the best.t The selection of the base depends, of course, to a
large degree on the period covered by the statistics and the general object of the
number. Kral's index number, for example, was designed primarily to measure the
effect of the demonetization of silver in Germany, and the year preceding that in
which silver was demonetized (1871) was aecordingly taken as the standard. As @
rule some period near the beginning of the period under investigation is selected
The difference in base periods accounts for the varying levels shown by several
of the well-known numbers, The Economist’s base period, 1845-1850, was a time of
low prices, and the number has accordingly remained for the most part above 100. On
the other hand, Sauerbeck’s base period, 1866-1577, was a time of abnormally high
nsequence remained persistently below 100,

prices, and his number has in ¢

The present investigation was limited to the past twenty vears for reasons that
have been already explained, namely, that it is possible within these limits to g«
back some distance prior to the beginning of the recent rise in prices and thus obtain
a sufficiently detached point of view. To this may be added the difficulty of carrying
so wide a range of quotations, especially in the case of manufactured articles, to a
more remote date, without danger of increasing hiatuses in the tables and without

risk of inaccuracy,

Within this period it was decided to take the first ten years, 1500-1809, as a base
or standard, for the following special reasons:—

(1) The years 1800-1899 were a period first of falling and then of rising prices;
and though between 1880 and 1806 prices were probably lower than at any time in the
closing quarter of the century, the recovery from 1897 to 1900 was very rapid, render
ing the period as available, on the whole, as any, as reflecting normal conditions
within the limits of choice,

(2) A similar investigation by the United States Department of Commerce and
Labour, begun in 1902 and carried on from year to yvear since, employs the closins
decade of the nineteenth century as-its base period; and as the commodities covered i
the two investigations are in a large number of cases the same, comparisons betweer
the two countries are rendered much easier by the employment of the same basc
period. Prices estimated on different bases may, of course, be reduced to a commor
standard, but the labour is great. The contiguous position of the two countries, an
the similarity of economie and trade conditions in both, render the study of ecom
parative prices as between the two exceptionally inviting and worthy of being fa
litated wherever possible.

The Obtaining of an Aggregate Result.

Having sclected a base period, and having reduced the actual quotations to the for:
of relative prices, the great problem of the index number is faced: How are thes
individual percentages to be combined into an aggregate result or series of results

(A simple but indefinite way of arriving at a conclusion is to observe the number
of quotations that show a rise and the number that show a fall and to be guided by
what is indieated in this way as to the general movement. This, however, affords 1
exuct criterion as to the extent of the movement in one direction or the other ar
permits only a rough statement at the best. A statement of the kind will be found
the introduetion.)

The first and obvious method is the simple one of averaging the various percent
ages shown for a particular year or period and regarding the result as indicating ti

t Reports, 1890, page 488
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The Budget Method of Weighting

Method of Weighting in Present Report
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and the abstract reasoning of the mathematician alike appear to support this view,
Nevertheless, in proceeding to the actual problem, one is met on the threshold by the
fact that, however strong in theory the argument in favour of a system of weighting
appears, in practice many of the most important considerations urged for it tend to
disappear. Not only has it been demonstrated by numerous experiments that dif-
ferences between the various systems of weighting are slight; but the difference
between any one of them and ne system at all is little, Mr. Fountain in deserib
ing the ecase says: ‘In normal years when nothing of an exceptional character
occurs to affect to any great extent the general level of prices. the adoption
of a scientific system of weighting is rather for the purpose of anticipating theoretical
eriticism than because of the practical difference in the result.” The ecommittee of the
Rritish Association itself, while recommending a weighted mean as on the whole
preferable, no less unequivocally expresses the view that for general purposes the un
weighted mean might very well be eonsidered to answer all requirements. The final
opinion of Sir Robert Giffen is: *‘The articles as to which records of prieces are
obtainable being themselves only a portion of the whole, nearly as good a final result
may apparently be arrived at by a selection without bias, according to no better
prineiple than aecessibility of record, as by eareful attention to weighting. Practieally
the committee would recommend the use of a weighted index number of some kind
as on the whole commanding more confidence A weighted index number, in on
aspect, is almost an unnecessary precantion to seeure accuracy, though, on the whole
the committee recommend it"§

In addition it may be urged that the unweighted mean undoubtedly possesses
the merit of simplicity of preparation and of freedom from mysterious techniecalities
which tends so strongly to command confidence. Moreover, if the object aimed at is
to express the general tendency in prices underlying all variations, then the changes
in the value of relatively unimportant articles may be as significant for the purpose as
the changes in the value of the most important.

Regarding the above opinions of Mr. Fountain and Sir Robert Giffen as the con
census among statisticians, it will be seen that the use of a weighted mean is ealled
for only in two contingencies: (1), when the general trend of prices is interrupted
violently by eircumstances of a special character, as in the United States during the
civil war of 1861-1865, or in Europe during the Franco-Prussion war, 1870-1872; and
(2), when the number of commodities included in the survey of prices is limited

In the present report the index number has been caleulated on the simple arith
metieal average method of giving each ecommodity equal importance. The list of
articles, it is considered, is sufficiently extended and well distributed to overcome the
need for weighting based on the limited number of commodities included in the num
ber; nor has there occurred in Canada in the past twenty years any such violent
interruption of normal economic conditions as to render weighting necessary to meet
the other contingency mentioned.

In the choosing of the commodities, though duplication has been avoided, it will
e found that several important articles, owing to the scope of the investigation, ar

Money’ chap. VI See also articles by Professor Pierson in the British
. 231, and Vol. VI, p. 109, Professor Pierson was answered by Professor
"nlv VIL, p. 152

§ Bdgeworth in his essay on the sccuracy of index numbers (B. A. Reports, 1888, |
18%) has caleulated an index number ar 1885 by seven different methods of weight
ing and found them to he 70, 7 b 72. 72 and 695. The discrepancy which is
likely to oceur as not, amounts to only 5 per cent, while the discrepanoy which is very
unlikely to oceur is from 8 to 11 per t. See also report of British Board of Trade
Wholesale and Retail Prices, 1906, p. 448, for an interesting experiment showing the slight
effcet of widely different systems of weight See also Bowley's * Elements of Statistic
pp. 221228, * The error resulting from errors in weighting,’ says Bowle is in many cases
much smaller than the error resulting from faulty measurements of the guantity weighted
Edgeworth’s ealculation of 1888 proves that ‘ the inaceuracy of the price-returns affects the
result more than the inaccuracy of the weights; and the inequality of the price-returns
more than the inequality of the weights"~(B. A ports, 188, p. 198.)
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a4s

it requires 250 to buy the quantities of each that were previously bought for 200
That is, prices have advanced 25 per cent. Jevons admitted, in reply, that there were
grounds for this argument, and suggested that the harmonic mean might be a still
The reasons for his own adoption of the geometric mean li
explained as follows:—(1) It lies between the other two; (2) It presents facilities
for the correction of results by logarithms, and (3) It seems particularly suited to
part of gold. The geometric

more accurate average

sure changes in prices due to a change on the
mean certainly has the advantage of being less liable than the ordinary average to he
unduly aflected by extremely high prices. The fact that rises in prices are more fre
quent and extreme than falls adds foree to this statement. Edgeworth has further
expressed the view that the results of the geometric mean are independent of the year

chosen as basc
Walsh has answered Laspeyres in an exceedingly subtle and elaborate argument

’ to which Professor Laughlin has replied.t

i Sauerbeck experimented with the geometric mean for the years 1805, 1804 and
¥ 1880, with the following results:
1805 1594 1580
Geometric 604 609 K70
NTN

Arithmetic mean 621
(2) The use of the median.—Another kind of mean, advocated by Profes<or
advantages of the geometric and as being free fro

Edgeworth as having some of the
medinn

the latter's essential disadvantage of cumbersomeness, has been termed the
This is formed by arranging the various items in the order of magnitude and taking
the middle quantity, that is, the figure which has as many of the items above as
below In practice the median is found not to differ widely from the arithmeti
mean, but to have the advantage in the ease of extreme variations of diminishing the
It may thus help to offset the st of a bad choice

influence of the extremes

commodities
The method pursued throughout the present investigation has been to take the

simple arithmetic mean, in accordance with preponderance of usage, leaving for the
future any experiments with other methods which may be suggested by special cor

ditions,

Changes in the List of Articles.

As already stated, it is the intention to include in the future index number of the
department certain articles concerning which complete information could not b
obtained in time for the present report, e.g., flax, tea (black, Indian), nshestos, mic
British Columbia fir, and paper. The inclusion of these in the index number wi
involve no difficulty where it is possible to secure a line of quotations back to 1880
Where, however, as in the case of certain articles already in the number, this is n
found possible, owing to poverty of records, changes in industrial methods or cor
a dificult problem arises owing to the nevessity of havin

"
sumption standards, &e.,

all the percentages entering into the number on the same basis
In a number extending for any length of time this is a difficulty which is bour

4: to oecur and it is one for which no satisfactory solution ean be found. In the preser
' report, for example, no quotations of dressed meats were obtained at Toronto, Ont
{ prior to 1902, owing to the fact that the wholesale meat trade reflected in these pries

did not exist prior to the last few years, the local butchers either slaughtering the

animals themselves or having them slaughtered in a8 common abattoir. Similarly, »
, satisfactory record of hemlock lumber at Ottawa was obtained owing to the faet that
| hemlock is largely employed as a substitute for the cheaper grades of pine, and it wa
i

not until the high price of pine during recent years had largely inereased the cor
sumption of helock that systematie quotations of the latter were published, Calei
carbide is an example in the list of an entirely new commodity coming into exister

t See Laughlin’s * Principles of Money,” pp. 147156
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466 DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR

the purpose of assisting in the study of the monetary question, containg price quota-
ions for a limited number of articles in thirtythree localities, from 1830 to 1860
In France, comprehensive statistios relating to import and export prices are avail
able. A permament commission of over 100 members, has jurisdiction in the determin-
ing of values, and the results are regarded as in every way authoritative. The Sta
tistical Bureau of Ttaly published in 1886 a volume de aling with the prices of certair
food products for the period 1862-1885. The Annuario Statistico Ttaliano, 1569,
contains a comprehensive series of quotations for the years 1871-06,
Of all of these it may be stated that the general tendency shown in the course of
prices doss not differ materially from what has been illustratel in the forezoing
charts and tables.4

United States Index Numbers —Index Number of Finance Committee of the United
States Senate.

History and metl The Tnited States Senate undertook in 1801, through its
Committee of Fi tion into the history of prices and wages
in the United States, with special reference to the effect of the tariff laws thereor
The investigation covered the period from 1840 to 1860, and the result was one of the
Inrgost eollections of statistics ever made under a uniform svstem Two hundred
and twenty-three series of quotations, including prices of manufactured articles as
well as of raw materials, were presented in a eontinuous record back to 1860; while
n record back to 1840 was completed for eighty-five articles. The general purpose of
the committee was to ascertain ¢ throngh aceurate and a |n-»|\|nh' statisties of prices
the changes which have taken place in the condition, as shown by the relative pur-
chasing power of their eamings, of the great mass of the people in the country for
the half century which has jost elosed” The committee did not sttempt to point
ont the effect which legislation may have had from time to time in producipg thes
changes, but limited its inquiry to the collection of facts with the greatest possible
degree of necuracy.

The prices used were wholesale prices, taken either directly from the he
merchants and manufacturers or from trade journals,

ance, en extended investigs

The vear 1860 was chosen as the base or standard year as representing a period
in the industrial development of the United States midway hetween the methods of
production prevailing before the eivil war and those which came into use later, an
#s being a period of comparatively normal prices

The commodities were divided into eight groups, namely :—(1) food; (2) eloths
and clothing; (8) fuel and lighting; (4) metals and implements; (5) lumber and
building material; (6) drogs and chemicals; (7) house furnishing goods, and (8
miscellaneous.

Three distinet index numbers were caleulated by the committee for each year
two of them weighted and the third unweighted. In the determining of the weight
for the former, occurs the first practical illustration met in the present review
of the ‘budget’ method of fixing weights, of which an outline was given in passing
nbove. Whatever its shortcomings as a syvstem of weighting, the details in the presen:
instance are of exceptional interest.

In the quest for the necessary bhasic information, the result of a previous ir
vestigation by the United States Department of Labour for the purpose of discoverine
the values of the more important articles consumed by what might be regarded as

+ An abstract of the statistics gathered by the above mentioned European governmen's
down to 1890 may be found in Professor Falkner's report contained in the report of the
U. 8. Committee of Finance on wholesale price and wages, 1592, pages 200324




A eady ¢
P y
I Ar i
00 itse nto th 1 t Ire ng
relative we { r he far eta,
I ! T ng
} e at
I'he statement of the | | r
re 1 les, it i or |
ant i exXPe te ( ot
tigat Here m he fir
; the committe ing
ttee’s report. The first ! mes that r I yming

ler the heading of ‘other purp re ! t the peric
> .

nd leaves thece




468

1 860,

TAB

AR

THE

vy

NT

o




\
\ ~ |
ST |

, |
Z L eser fr




I b fluence of « 1 atior eld ¢
flation of prices be s61-68, In 10 ¢
ble has bee ! a gold ba as fol
1 BIY STATES SENATE COMMIT
PERIOL S40-1801
\
erag -
o8 8
103
o 4
108 2
108 1
187
121 &
) 108~
1880 84 101
1885 & 93 2
1880, 4 9 3

It will be seen from the foreg that measure 1
found in the peric between 18565-1869. |
maximum is found in the su

ture is that in 1890 and 1801 prices were shown to be

n prices
ceeding period of five year
1

at any other time gince 185(
I'he following interesting analysis of the prices of

ower

duets treated separately is given I'he table cove
American agriculture, namely, barley, clover seed, corn, ¢
beeves, hogs, sheep, oats, rye, timothy, tobacco and whea

¢ a large mea

tl isturbing

o9

currency the highest ran

at weasured in gold ti
Another noticeable fe
in the United States tha

American agricultural pr

the fifteen staple products «

m, flax seed, hemp, hide




4 W
he r 1900, P i
nt I u above repx A )
ase period, in ti pple at
2 ple average method of weighting was 1 fie
\ r articles to form one index number in e }
ps and in ealculating e final number a
| showed a slight rise, nar 102 to 10: t 0
Y 890; thereafter there was & t ]
which the number rose to 8¢ Jar r) ' J

Hstory

&

Senate Cor

Labc

wi

ir

set

Index Number of the United States Department of Commerce and

and

Labour
me

T«

tline bove !

nmittee, ¢

iich had

foot

assisted mat

pre on A somewhat milar ing I t r I
e 901. The investigation has been repeated fre ca !
practical result of bringing the Finance Comr I
al y gh no attempt t ollate findings } been v ¢ I
< " ind impossible to secure quotat f 1 t J*
s b ommittee, many articles which were cover n the ¢ ry | ‘
¢ important factors in the market, and otl } : B




an DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR

production. On the other haud, several articles not traced in the earlier report were
found to have become of sufficient importance as to render necessary their inclusion
in any study of later prices.

Altogether 250 series of quotations were obtained for the entire period covered
and an additional eleven for some portion of the period. The commodities were
divided into nine groups as follows

Number of Commodities
Group Quoted
Farm produce. . . I 55 A% 16
Foods.. 2+ «» « . Ve on b I 8 o4
Cloths and clothing o ws An Bk &8 . e 7%
Fuel and lighting
Metals and implements

Lumber and building material

Drugs and chemicals. .
House furnishing goods. . . . 14
Miscellaneous b &b Wk B ‘ 13

The index number is unweighted, the simple average of the relative prices being
taken to show the general level

Results.—A summary of the index numbers obtained, arranged according to the
groups ahove mentioned, is as follows:

TABLE OF INDEX NUMBERS OF THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR, 1880 10 190%
BY GROUPS OF COMMODITIES
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Retail Prices in the United States.

As supplementary 1o the investigation asbove-mentioned by the United States
Department of Commerce and Labour into the actual living expenses of normal
families, n valuable eollection of statistics was made in 1903 relating to retail prices.
The statistics, as in the case of wholesale prices, covered the period 1890-1902. They
have been similarly continued from year to year since. Some thirty articles, all being
foodstuffs, are included. In the first instance the information was collected from over
cight hundred retail merchants in sixty-eight localities seattered over thirty-three
states of the union, Altogether over 5,800 schedules or statements of prices were
sceured,  These were reduced to a system of index numbers, two numbers being caleu-
luted, one a simple average and the other weighted in accordance with the relative
mportance of the commodities as shown by the previous investigation into actual
expenditures, The two results show very little difference, the unweighted mean for
1907, the latest year for which returns are available, being 120:7 and the weighted
mean being 120:6. The method of applying the weights is illustrated in the following
table, which will also serve to show the articles covered and the price-level attained
by each in 1907 :—

Tame Tlustrating the Method of Computing the Relative Retail Price of Food in
the United States in 1907, the Various Articles being Weighted According to
Average Consumption in 2,507 Workingmen's Families

Relative Relative

Rem
Linportanee “ice it

Frosh bwef

Salt beef

Fresh hog products
Nalt hog products
Other mwat

Ponltry

NN 2
17,008
31,160

Flour and meal

Aread

Rier

Yotitoes

Fruit

Vinegar, pickles, and condiments RpENp i 18,07

Toenl, exerpt ment 701,001

Other foud L
Mew 2,840 362,089

Givand total 4 2 1,136,518 ¢

In the following chart the dotted line illustrates the course of retail prices in the
United States as shown by the department’s investigation. For comparative purposes
a line showing the course of the wholesale prices of the same comm-dities is inserted:
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Dun's Index Number

History and method —The mercantile ageney of R G, Dun and Company, New
Yok, issued in January, 1901, a series of index numbers extending hack to 1860,
which have been econtinued monthly up to 1907, The eommodities quoted
number 350, divided into sever oups, namely 1) breadstuffs; (2) meats; (3)
dairy and garden products; (4) other food; (5) elothis tals, and (7) mis
cellancous articles, The wholesale price of each article on the opening day of each
month is made the basis of the caleulation. The m 1 of caleulation is of a novel
chavacter. At the outset, the object of the number is defined as to show  the cost
of a year’s supplies of all the necessarics of life for a single individual” The index
uumber in the e 1 article and group is the actual amount in dollars and
ceuts required to purchase a yearly supply or budget at the date named. No further
expianation of the list of articles included in the number is given than the following
statement published in Dun’s Review of September 7, 1901

Breadstuffs include many quotations of wheat, corn, oats, rye and barley

besides Leans and peas; meats inelude live s, beef, sheep and many l\rn\iq ns,
rgs, vegetables and fruits;

i

lard, tallow, &ec.; dairy and g n produ ide o
other foods inelude fish, lignors, condiments, sugar, rice, tohaeso, &eo.; ‘n'lm '3
includes the raw material of each industrs, and many quotations of waonler
cotton, silk and rubber goods, as well as hides, leather, boots and shoes: metals
include various quotations of pig-iron, and partially manufactured and finished
products, as well as minor metals, coal and petrolenm,  The miscellancous class
embraces many grades of hard and soft lumber, lath, brick, lime, glass, glassware
turpentine, hemp, linseed oil, paints, fertilizers and drugs
With regard to the method ilenlation the foll g vl

After selecting a list of articles covering all the necessaries of life, i id
ing whisky, beer and tobacco, each quotation is multiplied by the quantity
annually consumed by each inhabitant, as nearly as may be ascertained gy
statistical records. While these fignres eannot be considered exaet, the approxi
mation is sufficiently close to attain the desired result, and the ratio being eon
stant the comparison with different dates shows to a cent the rise or fall in cost
of living. In many cases a large number of quotations are averaged in ord
to secure a representative price for the commodity, thus Zl\"l'II”L' t
special effect on one particular grade of exceptional conditions, Both ra
materials and manufactured produets are included, proventing the exees
sive influence of speculative operations in the former, since markets for finished
produets are more stable, In these cases the per eapita consumption is so pr
portioned as to avoid duplication,

Using quantities representing the per capita consumption gives each com
modity its proper value. It would obviously be useless to take an equal quantit;
of each article, since a sharp rise or fall in the price of something little usel
might more than balance the change in a commodity of large daily requirement
Hence, this proportional distribution makes the index number show clearly the
cost f living at various dates by giving due regard to the relative importance of
each article. No luxuries are included beyond silk and tobaceo, which are of
such general consumption as to be practically essential to a faithful record

Results—The lotest statistics published by Dun and Company up to the present
are contained in the following table:—
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W2, and is based on quotations for 107 commoditi fed ix thirteen groups
lated on the following system of weighting The index taken for each artiel
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is the cost of one pound weight of the commodity at the date named. The average
price per pound of the items in earh group forms the index number of the group and
the sum of the thirteen group indices is the final index number. The defect of this
nethod is tlat it gives am overwhelming importance to the fluctuations of the higher
priced commodities, an importance which is scarcely overcome by the inclusion of a
larger number of the inferior and cheaper articles. A variation of a few cents per
pound in the price of silver is of very minor importance compared with a similar
variation per pound in iron. In like manner, under the heading of textiles the varia
tions of silk tend to overwhelm the variations of wool, jute and flax. The number,
nevertheless, corresponds in the main with the other American numbers of the past
twenty years,

Results.—A complete table of Bradstreet’s index number from 1802 up to the
beginning of the present year is as follows:

BRADSTREETS APPROXIMATE PRICE INDEX NUMBERS

1802 1900, 1904
Jan. 1 #8_1882 Jan 1 8. 071 Jan 1 7. 08,
April 1 1 Feb, 1 LR DS
July 1 1 L] Mar, 1 N O8K2
Oet. 1 1 - April 1 17
1 ? May 1 7
1843, 1 T June 1 7
Jan 1 1 7 Juty 1 L ]
April 1 1 Aug. 1 7
July 1 1 Sept. 1 7
Ot 1 i Ot 1 7
1 Nov, 1 L}
1894 1 e 1 N
Jan. 1
Apeil 1 1901 105
duly 1 1 7 a7 1 N
Ot 1 1 7 1 L]
1 7 1 ~
1895, 1 7 1 .
dan. 1 1 7 1 T
April 1 1 T | 7
July 1 1 7 1 7
Oct 1 1 7 1 L)
1 7 1 L]
18 1 7 1 L]
dan. 1 1 7 1 L)
April 1 1 7 1 L]
July )
Ot 1 1902 JRLLIN
1 7. 6604 Jan. 1. ~
1847, 1 7 06884 Feb 1 Ll
Jan. 1 1 7.7632 Mar, 1 )
April 1 1 58 April 1 B
July 1 1 7 8828 May | R
Oct. 1 1 7 869 June 1 L
Es 7..8380 July 1 8
1808, Aug. 1 T804 Aug. 1 ~
Jon. 1 6. 5784 | Sept. 1 7..0271 Sept. ) -
April 1 6 4286 Oct 1 7.0 Oct. 1 L]
Juiy 1 6. 6820 Nov. 1 K 084 Nov. 1 L]
Oet 1 6. 6002 . 1 8 1415 Dee | L]
189, 1903, 1907,
1 6. 8020 Jan. 1 B 0789 | Jan. 1 ec;:
1 6. RN3  Feb, 1 80824 | Feb, 1 N
1 69639 Mar, 1. 51300 | Mar. ) 9 1
TN 6. 886 April 1 BT | April | 8. e
1 6. BaG ay 1 797 | May | .. B, 90
1 . 1 7 851 | June 1 8. .91
1 70018 July 1 78706 | July 1.. L0 e
1 7..2188 | Aug 1 7..7478 | Aug. 1 . B 50
1 7..4584  Sept. 1 o L8 Sept. 1 8. s
1 76806 Oct, 1 .7 9088 | Oct. 1 . K Rw
1 7..7178 Nov. 1 . 7..8671 | Nov. 1., LI
1 7., Dee. 1 7 888 | Deec 1... 8. .60
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III. CAUSES AND EFFECTS OF VARIATIONS IN PRICES

Causes of Recent Variations
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produce a rise or fall in prices; which have probably heen operative either separately
or in combination to a greater or lesser degree in bringing about the present situation,
an ! which should be taken into account by any one seeking an explanation of the
changes illustrated in the accompanying tables and charts—whether they be changes
temporarily in the price of a particular commodity, and thus comparatively easy of
solution, or changes in the general price level, extending over a period of years, per-
sisting through and in spite of temporary fluctuations, and involving considerations
perhaps as wide as the organization of society itself. Taking the last sixty years, as
portraged by the index numbers previously cited, such a general movement (upward)
provailed from 1848 to 1873; such a general movement (downward) from 1873 to
1%07; and such a general movement (again upward) from 1897 to the present time.

In discussing the causes of price movements it is necessary to differentiate be-

n causes primarily affecting the commodities themselves and causes primarily
: ing money. The price of an article is the amount of the monetary standard for
which it may be exchanged. It is apparent we have here two distinet sets of pheno-
mena, ‘n the meeting of which the relationship denoted by price arises. No review
of possible causes of change is complete that does not take into account both sides
of the question,

I. Causes Primarily Affecting Commodities.

Dealing first with conditions arising in connection with the commodities them-
s lves, the price of an article at a particular time and place may be said for the
present purpose to be determined by the law of supply and demand, being fixed at
the point where supply and demand are in equilibrium. When the demand for an
article is great and the supply limited, the price ordinarily will tend to rise, and vice
versa. It may be convenient, therefore, in searching for the causes of a given price
variation, to approach the question from two points of view, namely, (1) the point of
view of supply, and (2) the point of view of demand.

This is not, of course, to say that the two viewpoints involve distinet sets of
phenomena. The same agency may, and very frequently does, affect both supply and
demand simultaneously and in opposite directions. It is, in fact, almost impossible
to mention any factor as determining a price that may not prove in the ultimate
analysis to work through both channels and often in both ways, or that is sufficiently
untrammelled in its working either way to permit of an exact estimate of its in-
fluence. The difficulty of isolating phenomena is here, a¢ in every branch of social
science, the first and perhaps the greatest.

That this is true in the case of prices is largely due to the action of the law of
substitution. By this law a constant levelling up process is going on between prices
of different commodities, as when a rise in the price of linens tends to check the con-
suniption of these goods and thus decrease the upward price tendency, while at the
same time increasing the demand, say, for cottons, and thus inducing eotton prices to
follow in the wake of linens; or when a fall in the price of beef deflects the consump-
tion of mutton and pork, and tends simultaneously to cause mutton and pork prices
to (ecline and beef prices to stop falling.

It still remains convenient, however, to classify roughly the causes of price
fluctuations according as their most immediate and obvious action is upon supply or
demand.

1. As causes affecting in their immediate or most natural applieation the supply
of an article, and thereby its price, the following may be mentioned:—

(a) Variations in yields or harvests.—By inereasing or diminishing the supply
of u commnodity, variations in yields or harvest tend to raise or lower the price, Many
in<tances of this will be found in the tables, as for example in the fall every fourth
year in the price of canned salmon, the rapid fluctuations in fruit prices, &e. But
this obvious rule will be found in practice to require almost tant qualification.
Under modern conditions, prices of the more important commodities tend more and
more to be fixed in world markets. A local variation in harvest may, therefore,
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(e) The operation of trusts, combines, trade agreemenis ameng middlemen, &,
~The aspect of the cold storage problem, just mentioned, overlaps under this head-
ing, just as an important phase of the operations of ecombines falls bask unlder the
preceding. A monopoly or combine may effect large economies in production (as a
factor under (b) above), and thus produce a downward influence on prices, This
advantage, however, is likely to be offset and a contrary disadvantage to the con-
sumer produced by the increased control of supplics which <uch o combi wtion is
able to obtain, and the power of imterference it is alle to exert on the natural law
of supply and demand. The nuwber of these organizations of capits]l has heen
greatly multiplied of late and the faot is important to bear in minl in any injairy
into causes affecting present prices. Numerous instances of the influence of trade
competition on yrices bave already Leen cited, as in the case of vinegar, table knives,
&c. Akin to the trusts are the various agreements among middlemen, by which trade
customs may be fixed, with fmportant results oa pn.-lu 012 of thy most differalt
points to determine in connection with the recent rise in meat prices has been the
respective profits of the producer, the transportation agent, the commission mer
chant, the jobber and the retailer. Tt is pointed out that several Canadian products
are cheaper in the British than in the Canadian market. Manipulaiion of markets
by speculators may also be mentioned under this heading.*

(d) Legisiative enactments may have an important bearing on prices. The effect
of a tariff increase is to limit the source of supply, and thus diminish competition. 1f
it establishes an industry in the country it may simultaneously increase general eon-
sumption. Bounties and excise duties also have an immediate effect on prices; exam-
ples have already been cited. In a narrower field, local market by-laws and regulations
have a like effect. The increasing cost of government, state or municipal, by inereas-
ing taxation has advanced the rate of merchants’ profits.

Throughout any investigation as to the effect of supply prices it should be remem-
bered that supply does not necessarily act proportionately. A ten per cent increase in
the supply of an article might be readily absorbed, whereas a further increase of two
per cent might eause the market to break violently,

2. Coming to the standpoint of causes primarily affecting demand, and thereby
operating to enhance or decrease prices: Some of the more common of these are as
follows :—

(a) Seasonal causes, as for poultry at Christmas. These, however, act potent
ly through supply, especially in the case of commodities for which the demand i«
more or less constant,

(b) Changes in custom or fashion, lemporary or otherwise, as in the substi
tution of evaporated for dried apples, the increased consumption of canned salmon
following the publication of veports of improper methods of meat packing ot
Chicago, &. A thorough knowledge of conditions governing the trade in any
product is essential before the cause of price variations ean be pronounced upon

(¢) Increase in population, industrial expansion, &c., involving deferred
productivity.. Under this heading falls to be considered a feature of the present
situation which has been declared to lie at the very basis of the high prices pre-
vailing. The past decade has been one of exceptionally rapid industrial expan-
sion in Canada. Tmmigration has been on an unprecedented seale. Large areas
of new lands have been brought under cultivation. Accompanying this has been
a heavy nponllltnw chiefly of borrowed capital, on railways, towns, pubhv works

mnnmu have no doubt, however, that a limitation of the time during which perishable
articles of food, and more especially meat products, may be retained in cold .ton,- would
be hygienically "of very great value, and would tend to check many phylical troubles which
are thought by those who have d the questi tn h attributable to the practioe of
np(a. meats particularly in storage for a very long
committee, therefore, recommends l-nnlllmn ll’l thi- direetion by Congress at the
earliest possible moment.”
* See the article “ Artificial Dearness ' in Palgrave’s Dictionary_of Political Economy.
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WHOLESALE PRICES, 1500- 1908 487
and other large undertakings. The point emphasised in this connection is that
many of these enterprises have not yet becorie productive. Hence the weight
thus far has been thrown almost entirely into the demand side of the seale. The
demand has been in the first instance for the materials consumed in the actual
undertakings; but the circle of industrial and trade activits
has gone on widening until it has reached all but the
munity. In the tables it will be seen that heavy increases have taken place in
lines brought primarily under the influence of the expansion, such as lumber,
food supplies, and articles produced by the labour deflected, whe goods of
distant growth and manufacture sppear in many cases less affocted, other things
being equal. In the gemeral result, wages and prices have boen following each
other for some time past in what has been deseribed
I'he shortening of hours and the

once set i motion,
ittermost edge of the com

as ‘an ascending spira
slackening of effort mentioned above are per
haps best considered as a parallel phonomenon with the rise of wages, So like
wise is the fact that with greater spending power, has come a general rise in the

standard of living. Wastefuh 1 extravagence may have supervened, having
their root in the distribution of so much accumulated wealth. A standard
of this kind once established is very difficult to dislodge. * The luxury or to-day ’
says John Stuart Mill, “is the necessity of to-morrow.” This point of view in

its present application has been summed up in the remark that the problem to-day
is not one of the high cost of living, but ene of the cost of high living. But
the situation is wider than any merely personal issue, and its solution depends to
a degree on the transition from potential to actual productiveness of the build
ings, railways and towns now under construetion, whereby what have hitherto
been very potent factors in demand will become factors also in supply

In assigning weight to the above as a cause of present high prices, the extent
to which similar eonditions have prevailed outside of Canada is to be taken into
account. Industrial expansion in the United States has been on lines parallel on
the whole to developments in Canada. Tmportant also to consider in this eon
nection is the effect of the heavy expenditure on armaments in the leading coun-
tries of Europe. These expenditures are for a purpose that is essentially non
productive, for even if they be charged in any one country against the safety of
commerce, from a world-market standpoint they constitute a loss.  When turned
to destructive uses as in the two great wars which the past decade has witnessed,
the South African war and the Russo-Japanese war, the evil is, of conrse, greatly
accentuated. The enormous destruction of property thereby entailed must neces
sarily have been attended with important results on the general level of prices

Causes Primarily Affecting Money.

Apart from the above agencies which act and react upon prices through the
ordinary channels of supply and demand, con<ideration must be had of various in
fluences which group themselves about the monetary and financial systems.§ Without

§ The following passage from Bowley's * Blements of Statistios,” p. 219, is of interest hore
as defining the limitations of index numbers in throwing light on this side of the question
of prices :—

‘It has sometimes been supposed that we can estimate the effects of general causes
directly; that we can, for instance, obtain an objective easurement of the change in the
purchasing power of gold, by evaluating it at two dates in terms of all commodities pur
chased, weighted by the amount spent on each; but it is better to neglect this mﬂllm‘
once both as impracticable and as not answering the purpose of index numbers, for the
effects of minor uses affecting separate commodities would not then be necessarily
separated from the main cause,

‘ Buppose that the changes in a group of quantities are determined by one gemeral foree
which acts on all in the same sense, that is, tends to increase all or decrease all,
and by several other forces each of which acts on one or more of the quantities, and some
of which tend to increase, others to decrease the quantities they affeet; then of the special
forces, some will tend to increase, others to diminish the average, while the general foree
will have a cumulative effect entirely towards increasing, not entirely towards diminishing
it. If the separate effects of the specinl forces are small compared with their number,
they will to naturalize one another in their influnce on the average; and the change
in the average will ghow the influence of the general cause only.’




488 DEPARTMENT OF LABOL R

expressing any view on so frequently debated a subjeet as the so-called * quantity
theory ' of money (except to say in passing that in no case is it to be regarded as
capable of simple application) it may be pointed out that the gold supply of the worll
has within recent years received a heavy aceretion. According to estimates of the
United States Mint, the gold production, which in 1895 was approximately $199,304,
000, rose steadily to over $300,000,000 in 1899, and to approximately $400,000,000 in
1906. It has continued to increase since, reaching $435,000,000 in 1908, But severa
equally important considerations must be dealt with in collaboration with these re
turns. The gold side of the problem, like the commodity side, is of two aspeects,
supply and demand. In the first place, the annual supply of gold as estimated above,
must be eonsidered relatively to the total stock—gold not being subject to destruetion
like most other commodities, except to the insignificant extent represented in losses
and abrasion. This at once reduces malerially the signifience of any increase or
decrease in annual output. On the side of demand, likewise, careful investigation
must be made to see if any offset to the increase in supply may not have oceurred
The possible inereased use of the precious metal in the arts and in hoarding as
well as for currency must be borne in mind. There is the fact also that Japan
Mexico and several South American States have adopted the gold standard during the
past fifteen years, thus creating a new demand for the metal. Again, has the inerense
in the gold supply been greater proportionately than the increase in the commeres
of the world has required? And has the rapidity of circulation been w
the past decade! In any event, the part which gold plays a< a di
of exchange dwindles into insignificance beside that of the eredit v which
though resting on a metallie basis, is not necessarily proportioned to metallie reserve
and the organization of which is therefore a most important factor in the moder
financial world. The whole level of prices is swayed at intervals according to the con
fidence or timidity of purchasers and investors. That the organization of this systen
has been increased anl perfected of late there would seem evidence to believe. The
rapid recovery from the panie of 1907 is by many attributed to the iner "o
fidence which increasad organization has been able to produce. But to appraise this
accurately would require an investigation of the entire financial system

The above will he sufficient to show the eomplexity as well as the manysidedness
of the yroblem of price variations and will have indicated at least the more important
supplementary information required in approaching, from the standpoint of eause, the
data reparding chenges herein supplied.

(B)—Effects of Variations in Prices.

Much of the foregning applies with equal force when the endeavour is to ascertain
the effeet or effects, instead of the cavse or eauces, of a change in general prices. T
questions are, of conrse, distinet; but the factor which mainly obscures generalization
in the one cése as in the other is the complexity of social phenomena. Tt will be of
interest, however, to outline, from the point of view of effects, as from the point of
view of causes above, the limitations which necessarily attach to an inquiry like
the present. This is perhaps the aspect of the entire problem which possesses th
chief human interest.

The concrete question is: Prices having risen approximately one-third in the pa-t
twelve years, what is the meaning of the change to the individual and the community !

* Dr. Soetheer's caleulation of the proportion of gold consumed in the arts remains
the most frequently cited. He estimated that in 1886 of a total production of gold of about
£20,000,000, more than £12,000,000 were thus used. Professor Alfred Marshall writing in the
Contemporary Review for .\hrch. 1887, says: “ The consumption of gold for purposes of the
arts and for hoarding is increasing at an unprecedented rate. Tn the west, gold watc!
chains are suoceeding silver wateh e‘nim, and in the east gold bangles are succeeding silver
bangles. The causes of this increase are likely to continue, because they are based on the
mod.rn_ tendency to the accumulation and deffusion of wealth; which themselves are sure
to continue in spite of the oceasional retrogression caused by great wars, because they are
founded on that progress and diffusion of knowledge which cannot go backwards.’
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(8) A change in prices affects the well-being of the consumer only where no cor-
responding change in income has oceurred. If it can le shown that wages and salaries
have kept even pace with the recent rise in prices, then the latter has necessitated no
change in habits or real cost of living. This is a feature which the individual will be
able to answer in the present case for himself. The question of a change in wages has
two aspects: to the employer a rise or fall in wages means an increase or decrease in
the expenses of production; to the great majority, however, wages or salaries are re
presentative of income, except to the extent that domestic and professional services
are involved.

No final investigation of wages tendencies during the past twenty years was
possible within the limits of the present report. It may be said, however, that the
records of the Depirtment of Labour show that there has been a continuous upward
tendeney since 1901, this tendency |ecoming pronownced in 1908, when there was a
geveral upward movement, and in 1907, when several large bodies of employees re
ceived substantial increases. As throwing a partial light on this a<pect of the question
a table is appended hereto in which the wages of <everal classes of employees through
out Canada, in 1899 and 1909, are set forth. The data are presented without attempt
at analysis, as it is hoped to add considerally to the same in future




COMPARATIVE TABLES RELATING TO RATES OF WAGES
AND HOURS OF LABOUR




] " o sUNi Ay uey
" » " . o
o T m—pey,)
L) " e (wmoy ], W
" 0" 34 Tt Tepeey
L) - [y T paopeayg
L3 o [ HIOISPOO M
e o L tjdagy
W o owe e ydppoas)
e Ly ey Py
" " =t . gt
“w e ” RSULAPIN) W
~t " [ty "4 N
" " T " osmaso],
w | o @ w o Yinosoqane
" o “w g o B . |
~t " "o "
= w 6 “w o we " a0
~ sy
S w w " G v ' L
~ L] [l w 2= " = N
(LG “ " Wi " GPURsAN W
= e 6 e we o -
4] ] w ey " vaaary] eaa
-~ ze
: L " Ll "
= . .
-~ L& uor 4§
- " L . o o epiveOme N
- "y " " w " o,
3 ot " (] " " TuameRopey,)
= ro e s ~t o BT
o w (L e " e ASUpAy
— AL Mpsopy WL
L L sl sl el nesl i | aexl el el (LA GOST  Geel  eewl ol C
e o) (g ) s g T U o e F T | N g Vanog )
it ~adtu g wanol waBv g sanop 3w wnopH wadv g
SUANR LSV | SHAXIO SHALNAINY ) SHAAVIN NG
— — —_— — - - - =

5 GOGL ANV G651 NI HOO0HVT 40 SUNOH ANV SHOVM 40 SHLVHE 40 3 TMVL SJALLVAVAKOO




wt ' > " X ' * 0
~t t " " <t " ' » ~ ¥ “
" ~ " t ' ' ' i t * »
st GO0 o < b ’ , . . ¢ » ¥ ¢ “ )
t ™ " ~t o b . ~t t ~t S "
b ~ b + C ¥ ¥ "
t " " " , b ' ¥ '
w " » P v o ’ " . ' m - o
™ S ot T e ‘ o o t
" ~ ¥ g w o

. } : € ; P )

" " 0 YeEe o ™ § ’ b .
0y o . - ¥ & " ' ¥ " o ¥




COMPARATIVE TABLE OF RATES OF WAGES AND HOURS OF LABOUR IN 1299 AND 1909,
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COMPARATIVE TABLE OF RATES OF WAGFS AND HOURS OF LABOUR IN 1589 AND 1909
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WHOLESALE PRICES, 1890100 ; Clanr No, 1

Chart Showing the Course of Wholesale Prices in Canada during the Twenty
years 1890-1908.*
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REPORT

ON

WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890-1909).

INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY.

The investigation of which the results are embodied in the present report was
begun in the opening months pof 1909. Its object, briefly, has been to determine as ac-
curately as possible the nature and extent of the general rise in prices which has
occurred during the past few years, to present the material referring thereto after
the most approved method, and to accompany the same with other matter not readily
accessible for the study of price fluctuations in Canada. Though the results are more
complete with regard to some branches of the inquiry than as to others, it has been
thought advisable to issue the report at the present time, in view of the very pro-
nounced interest now attaching to all questions appertaining to prices and the cost
of living.

The Recent Rise in Prices,

For some time past, and especially since the beginning of the present century,
one of the most important features of the general economic situation in Canada has
been a rapid and continuous advance in prices and the cost of living. The upward
tendency seemed to have reached its highest point in 1907, when prices attained a
level unprecedented in many years previously. The financial panie of the autumn of
that year operated in arresting this tendency, and in many departments set in motion
a recession which extended over 1908. The check, however, proved but temporary;
the comparative slightness of its effect and the early recovery of the upward trend
constituted in faet an l'~])l‘('ill“" noteworthy feature of the stringency in Canada
This ltet'amn marked with the inereasing industrial activity and trade prosperity of
1909, in the closing months of which the high cost of living had become a subject of
wide-spread discussion, affecting as it did the immediate personal well-being of nearly
every one in the community, especially those of the wage-earning and other classes
dependent on fixed incomes. Since the opening of the present year, public interest
has been still more intense, a large number of the trade journals and daily newspapers
of the country having published articles dealing with the question in greater or less
detail, while a number of investigations of varying character into the nature and
causes of the rise have been made by public and private initiative. At the present
time it is safe to say no economie question equals in public interest that of the recent
rise and the existing high level of prices. ‘*When the history of 1910 comes to be
written,’ says one of the most recent and authoritative writers on the subject,* ‘ not the
least memorable of its happenings to be chronicled will probably be the great agitation,
partaking of the proportions of a national revolt, against the high prices of food.”

In the United States, with which so many problems of this kind in Canada are
intimately shared, the situation has apparently been even more acute than in this
country, Public feeling arose to such a pitch during January last, that a systematie
boycott against the use of meats was undertaken in several localities, in which
thousands of people joined. Congress has instituted an investigation into the general
subject of prices, and several of the State legislatures have taken action in the matter.

*The Managing Editor of Bradstreet’s Journal in the Outlook for March 12, 1910,
13722—1
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15 special object of the report has been carried tu ch intimate connection
general statistica rk of e Lal (ia ¢, with regard to price st
arrant a word of explanat of its rel n to that work as a whole
I'he Labour Gazetle has for some time past deult in a general way with prices in
the monthly review of industrial and labour conditions throughout Canada publishel
as the leading article in each issue. In this article a paragraph has been devoted tc

a brief mention of the more important price changes reported in the preceding month

Prices have been regarded in this statement in a twofold light: (1) as indicating

) as reflecting current industrial and trade

tendencies in the cost of living; and

condition For the former purpose, il prices, which represent the actual cost of

goods to the consumer, are the more suitable; for the latter, wholesale prices, includ
ng those of important raw materials, being much more sensitive than retail to passing
sentiment, form the better barometer.

The unsatisfactoriness of general statements in such a matter led the depart
more comprehensive and systematic means of treating
the subject of prices in this monthly summary. It was decided to deal henceforth

with wholesale and retail prices separately. As the latter depend largely on local

ment some time ago to design

conditions, quotations for over thirty staple commodities entering largely into the

t of living (including foc fuel to which rentals are added) are to

be obtained 1 thly from forty-c it idustrial centres throughout the
n I't t is thought, will cover adequately the cost of living aspect.4 With

» wholesale prices, a list of two hundred and thirty articles, representing

st important departments of Canadian production and trade, was carefully

1; and quotations for each article will be obtained from month to month in

the governing or representative wholesale market—the whole to be combined and

ed in accordance with statistical practice

T'he present investigation represents the carrying backward into the past of this
second division of the subject, namely, the portion relating to wholesale prices
Apart from the special interest attaching to such an inquiry at the present moment,

the method of presentation proposed rendered action of the kind ne

sary in onde

to obtain a proper basis on which to establisl

a comparative record of future prices
T'he investigation into past conditions, though confined to wholesale prices, will serve
at the same time to indicate tendencies in cost of living, for though wholesale price

fluctuate much more frequently and violently than do retail, their accessibility and

reliability render them the medium usually chosen for the purposes of an inquiry
into cost of living

General Plan of the Investigation.

The investigation was limited to the past twenty years (1800-1909) owing to the
fact that it was found possible within that period to go back some distance prior to
the time at which the recent rise in prices began and thus to obtain a sufficiently

t Publication of these statisti was begun in the February, 1910, issue of the Labour
Gazette.
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Number of
Groug Con
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1. Grains and fodder
2 als and meat 15
4 9
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b groceries, fruits, vegetables, &
6. Textiles
r.) Woolen
Cottons i
7. Hides, leather, boots and shoes 11
§ Metals and implements
10. Building material
1 mmber 11
Miscellaneous building mater ‘
Paints. oils and gla 14
11. House furnishings (furniture rockery and glasswar
tlery 16
12. Drugs and chemica 15
1 Miscellaneous
(a.) Fur |
Liquoss and_tobace .
Sundry 6
I'he above grouping may, of course, be varied for spe purposes, and has been
go varied in analysing the returns so as to show the movemer f all products of the

farm, all foodstuffs, all manufactured products, &«
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Other Foods
Beans, hand-picked
Biscuits, soda
Chuoolaie, diamond
Coffee, Rio, No. 7
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lour, straight rollers
' strong bakers
winter wheat patents
Manitoba first patents
Fruits, fresh, apples, I
" bananas, ye
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case and the wholesale market

in the f

report, showing the unit
at which the quotation

reference llowing table
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Unit of
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Bush Winnipeg, Mat
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Ton Montreal, Que
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" i
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" Barrel Montreal, ()
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M t )
D Toronto, O
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| nd ( N. S
Ont
Cas s, B. (
Toronto, Ont

Barrel
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Experiment with Weighted Averages
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In accordance with the above, the grains and fodder group index number was
given in the caleulation eighteen times the importance of those of implements, paints,
and furs, nine times the importance of those of liquors and tobacco and house furn-

ishings, &e.  Similarly, textiles were given four times the importance of hides, leather

I'ie table suggested by the British Association is quoted in the Appendix, p. 442
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and boots and shoes, while gener ries 1 p W
importance of dairy produce i 8 the importance of f 1 numbers
obtained, placed for convenience f mparison | the mpl r bhera
are as follows
We 1 Unweighted
Year N v N umber
1890 120 110 3
1891 118 108 &
802 1049 102 8
1893 1039 102
1804 ] N7 2
1896 06 w6
1896 W )
1897 49 9 922
150 ) %1
1504 J 100 1
1900 s o
- » I
04 1 1 \
W) )
LIRS 1 08
1908 A
The result is shown graphically in the followir art, the black line represent
ing the simple-average number and the dotted line the number obtained by weighing

the groups:—
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Comparative Level of Prices in 1909

f prices in the several groups in 1909, expressed in percentages

and, (3

f increase or decrease, as compared (1

)

with 1800, (2) with the decade 1590-1899

with the low year in the respective groups, is shown in the following table

PERCENTAGE OF INCREASE SHOWN BY PRICES IN 1909
Compared
p Compared with
. with 1890, decade
18901899
Grains and fodder 99
Animals and meats 486
Dairy produce 386
Fish M0
Other foods 76
Textiles. 83
(a) Woolens 142
(b) Cottons 298
(e) Silks 68
(d) Flax products 40
() Jutes 125
() Oileloths R
Hides, leathers and boots and shoes 84
Metals and implements 2 1
Fuel and lighting )
Building materials
(a) Lumber 3
(4) Muscellaneous building materia ’3 4
Paints, oil and g 112 T
House furnishings 101 i
Drugs and chemicals 63 39
Miscellaneon:
1 urs 1626 2
) Liquors and tobaee 2
Sundry ) 6
A ) 8
e
DIAGRAM S ( K Exte INCREASE Prices T
180090
Grains and fodder
Animals and meats
Dairy produce s ¢
Fisl A s s
Other foods -
Textiles
Hides, leathers and
boots T ————— e
Metals and imple
ments -
Fuel and lighting. (e

Lumber.

Paints, 0il and glass | qu——

Miscellaneous
building materials gy
House furnishings. . .
Drugs and chemi
cals
Furs

(

Jompared with

the
low year
“ 1897
3 1806
2 1897
9....1892
0 1897
7 1895
2 1902
35 1898
09 1901
22°6 1845
25 7. 1808
17°6 1899
09 1894
149 1897
1noe 189
702 188
1 1897
X 9 1808
13°2 180
113 1899
21 1806
28 1800
8 1897
34 1897
\ AGE m

Liquors and tobac
co .
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HIGH I' AND LOWEST PRICE 1590-1909 ¢
H 1
\ ¥
I a I B
VIl FEXTILE ] 8 8
Cotton, upland middlir ) 16§ '} 1904 0 05 Oct., 1898 I
Grey cottons 025 1906 018 1899
Woven coloured fabrics 0 364 1908 092 S99
Prints 00 1 0 06 1898 Yd
Silk, raw, Ttalian classica 5 894, May, 1907 } 437, June, 1894 Lt
Japan filatur 5 578 |May, 1907 2 91 |Aug., 189
Beldings, 50 yds. spool silk or A 0 1 RO 0 45 (1900190 1908.
108
prize meda 6 oz. machine ) 60 1890 7 B 1908 1
i J
te, first mark 0 06§ Se 1906 002 e 18 I
Hessian, 104 oz. 40 ix 006 [May, 190 0 0231 July, 1898
e §
Flax, séwing twine No. 1 02 |July, 1904.De )18 |Jar $90- D, |1
1909, 1 RUs
White linen rope 020 lJuly, 1904 De 018 an., 1890
1909 KO8
Fibre 0 104 1900 ) 189
Tow arse and f 005 1899.1904. 1906 0 014 |1891.189 )
Oilelo 1907 X
[} No. 8 0 Ja 890- 1. 18 | June
1892 186
Ma
I'a A r o N 0N Tur
Vil Hing I Ly
B« A S
Hid No. 1 14 J I ) M \ I
Dec. 1909 ] S
( No 1 ) 1 e " ) 0 "
1905, M
Apr
1 ! 1 008 Mar Rt
Horae r 75 |Ma
1802, \ N0
Leather, N f 02 |IN 1901-Apr 2§ \ 1895 |
1902, Oct., 1902
Mar., '05, Nov
190
slaughter sole, hea 038 |Apr.-N 1907 22 |Jan.-July, 18%
Sept., 1908 Feb.-Apr., 189
Leather s, No. 1, U.O 038 Dec. 1909 024 Apr.-Sept., 1894
! Y, upper Oct.-Dec., 1909 020 July Oct. 1806
len's spi wcher bals., pegged 1908-1909. 18901594 Pair
Men's box calf blucher bals,, (3. W 19081909 18941805
Women's Dongola blucher bals. .8 19081900 1890 1899
VIIL—MaTALs AND IMPLEMENTS
a. Metals
Antimony, Cookson 0 284 |June, 1906 007 (Dex 1903-Dec., Lb
1004
Brass, roll and sheet, 14.20 gauge* Mar., 1007 011§ {Jan
Nov
Copper, Lake Superior (casting ingots 027 |May, 1907 010 |[Jan
ron, pig, Summerlee 28 00 May-July, 1990 18 50 Nov Ton
1899
pig No. 1, foundry, N.S¢+ 22 00 |Mar., 1908 15 00 | Jan. Feb,, 1002
common bar 2 60 |Feb, -Mar, 1890 1 40 [July, 1897 wt

* Record from 1900 to 1909 only
t 1902 to 1909
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{ ’ Compare th 1807, prices of grains and fodder are now approximately 87
| per cent higher
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26 DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR

average yearly prices, a foirly high level was maintained from 1890 to 1805; in 1806
and 1897, however, there was a very decided deeline, followed by a partial recovery
in 1898 and 1899. The level was further increased during the ensuing five years, and
in 1907 rose rapidly. In 1909 prices were 62 per cent above the average for the decade
1300-1899, and 130 per cent above the prices of the lowest year, 1897,

Straw, baled.—Baled straw was per cent above the average for the deeade 1890-
1809 in 1909, The 1909 prices were lower by nearly 2 per cent than those of 1907
and by nearly 8 per cent than those of 1908, ympared with the low year, 1898, prices
were over T0 per cent higher in 1909. The lowest quotation shown is 4, from Jul
to October, 1898, and the highest $10.50, in the closing months of 1907 and the opening
months of 1908,

Wheat, No. 1, northern.—This grade of wheat was 40.5 per cent above the average
of 1890-1899 in 1909, this being the highest level reached. The lowest was in 1894,
vith prices 20.8 per cent below the average for the deeade, The rar of actual
prices shown in the table is from 54 cents a bushel in Oectober, 1804, to $1.32§ per

bushel in July, 1909, The next highest price quoted was $1.28 in May, 1808. By

yearly averages, the price rose from 84 to 93 cents between 1800 and 1801, the:
dropped to 61 cents in 1804, rising to 03

in 1808, but dropping to 70—80 during th

next five years. In 1904 and 1905, the passed 90 eents: but in 1006 and 1007
they fell below this level, rising, however, in 1908 and 1909 to $1.03 and £1.08 per

bushel respectively

Wheat, Ontario, No. 2, white.—The lowest price appearing in the table for Ontario
wheat is 52 cents per bushel, in September, 1894, The highest is $1.40, in June, 1900,
1801, 1808, 1004, 1905, 1907
and 1909, but there is only one year, namely, 1909, in which the average for the twelve

The price passed §1 per bushel during certain months

months exceeds $1.  Prices during 1909 were 43 per cent higher than in the decade
1890-1899 and over 87 per cent higher than during 1894

I11.—Animals and Meats.

I'he animals and meats group is made up of eattle and eattle products, hogs and
hog produets, sheep and sheep produets, and fowls and turkeys. It includes a total
f 14 series all, it is shown that prices in 1009 were 458.6
per cent above the prices of the decade 1800-1809, The next highest year was 1907,
when prices were 33.8 per cent above the ten year period mentioned. The lowest
year was 18906, when prices were 17.6 per cent below the average of the base deeade

f quotations, Combinir

From 1897 to 1009, therefore, there was a rise of approximately S0 per cent in the
price of meat produets in Canada.

Contributing to this result, eatJe and cattle produets and hogs and hog products
showed approximately the same variations as the list taken as a whole. The price
of fowls and turkeys, however, during the last two years has been very rapidly upward,
while sheep and mutton prices, though varying above the average for the base decade,
have been less markedly upward, and since 1907 have been falling.

Bacon.—Bacon, which sold as low as 8c. per pound in April, 1896, touched 18c.
in 1906 and 1909. The average yearly price, which was 10.6¢. in 1890, rose to 12e. in
1893, fell to 8—9¢. in 1806, rose again to 12.1c. in 1900, reached its highest point in
1906 with 16.2¢., and fell to 15.4¢c. in 1909, Compared with the decade, 1890-99, the
price of bacon was 46 per cent higher in 1909; compared with 1896, the lowest year
the price in 1908 was 71 per cent higher.

Beef and veal, dressed.—The record for these is complete only from 1903, sinco
when there has been an almost continuous rise, amounting to 44 per cent in the case
of the former and to 29 per cent in the case of the latter.

Cattle, western, prime.—Western cattle prices show a range from $2.50 per ewt.
in November and December, 1903, to $6 in July, 1907. The highest yearly average
price shown is $5.354 per ewt., in 1002; the next highest is $4.625, in 1908. The
lowest is $2.687, in 1804. In 1009, western cattle prices were 12.4 per cent above the
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Pork, heavy Canada, short cut mes Salt pork per barr Id for 810 in Decen

ber, 1896; it reached $31 per barrel in October and December, 1909, From 1890 1«
between $16 $17; in 1893, however, it rose to $21.77
31 in 1896; it did not pass the record of 1803 until 1902, when the

wverage in the table, with the exception of that for 1907 ($23.31

1892 the average price wi
but fell back to $1

1 t yea

shown. For 1909, the average was §

namely, $23, 58, that is, 57.1 per cent above
the average for the decade 1890-1899, and 198 per cent above the low year, 1806

Sheep, export ewes, and multon dressed.—Yxport ewes were higher in 1890 than
in any year since. As high as ®7.50 per cwt. is recorded in the table for that year.
Prices fell thereafter, until in 1896 a quotation of $2.50 is reported. The highest
year gince 1890 was 1909, when prices averaged $4.70, the highest single quotation
being $6 in May. The index number shows prices in 1909 as on the same level as
during the decade 1890-1899, the high years being 1890 and 1891, with a considerable
upward tendency in 1906 and 1907. Dressed mutton advanced steadily from 1903 to
1907, but has since declined, though still over 25 per cent higher than in 1903

N.B.—The packing house business, other than for the curing of pork produets, is
a recent development in Canada. Prior to the past few years the dressed meat trade
could searcely be said to exist. In Toronto, the fresh meat for the city was killed in
a municipal abattoir which was conducted as a killing concern only, wholesale butchers
buying their cattle on the market and paying a fee for having them killed. For this
reason prices shown in the investigation for dressed beef, veal, hogs, and mutton,
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begin with the year 1803. The influence on prices of the later method of disposing
of these meat products has been widely discussed, especially in western Canada.

11.—Dairy Produce.

Dairy produce, including milk, butter, cheese and eggs, was approximately 33 per
cent higher in 1909 than in the decade 1890-1809, The 1909 prices represent a reces-
sion of about 3 per cent fram those of 1908, The low years were 1896 and 1897, since
when there has been an advance of approximately 48 per cent. The beginning of the
recent rise occurred in 1905,

Butter—~Two varieties of butter are covered in the returns, namely, ereamery
prints and dairy solids. Their fluctuations, it will be seen, do not run on exactly
parallel lines. Creamery prints were lowest in 1897, though the lowest quotation re-
corded, namely 14¢. per lb. was in March, 1805, The highest year was 1908, the
highest quotation being 82¢. per lb., recorded in April of that year. Dairy solids were
lowest in 1806 and highest in 1908; the lowest individual quotation, namely, 10¢. per
Ib., however, was recorded in May, 1509, and the highest, 26¢., in April, 1907. Creamery
prints in 1909 were 20 per cent above the average for the base decade, while dairy
solids were 24 per cent above that average. The former show an increase of approxi-
mately 334 per cent, and the latter an increase of approximately 50 per cent, during
the past twelve years,

Cheese.—The price of western coloured cheese has ranged from Te. to 14c. per
Ib. during the past 20 years, the low price occurring in 1896 and the high in 1907.
Compared with the decade, 1890-1899, cheese prices were 24.4 per cent higher in 1009 ;
compared with 1898, the lowest average year, they show an advance of 45 per cent.

Eggs, storage—Eggs show the most rapid advance of any commodity in this
group. In 1909 they were 71.5 per cent above the average for the decade 1890-1899,
and 92 per cent above the average for 1596, the low year.

Milk.—The wholesale price of milk at Montreal, the largest city in the Dominion,
was taken as a fair indication of general conditions. In 1909 prices were 27 per cent
above those of the decade 18001809, Prices were still higher in 1908, when an advance
of 35.7 per cent was shown over the base decade. Prices were unchanged throughout
1800-1809, on a lower level than have since been recorded.

IV.—Fish,

In dealing with fish, the object was to obtain quotations for representative pro-
ducts of the three leading divisions of the Canadian fisheries, namely, the Atlantie
fisheries, the fisheries of the great lakes of the interior and the Pacific fisheries. As
representing the first division the following kinds were taken, namely, cod-fish, had-
dock, halibut, herring, lobsters and mackerel; as representing the second division,
salmon, trout and whitefish were taken; and, as representing the third division, canned
salmon, These are also fairly representative of Canadian consumption.

It will be seen that fish prices in 1909 were over 30 per cent higher than during
the ten year period, 1890-1809. Compared with 1902, when fish products appear to
have been on lower levels than at any other time of the twenty year period, an advance
of approximately 45 per cent is shown,

The tables and charts of the products of the Atlantic fisheries will show at a
glance the main fluctuations in prices, The low year was 1892 and the high year
1009,

Canned lobsters.—In connection with the pronounced upward tendency of canned
lobsters, namely, an increase of 59 per cent compared with the base period and of
over 75 per cent compared with 1860-1805, the following comparative statement of
the prices of live and canned lobsters, both furnished by the same shipping company,
is of interest:—
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Yash Lobsters, market | Lobsters, canned,
size, per 1b per Ib,
1860 . $0 08 $0 20
1801 008 0.20
1892 0 084 02
1803 o o8l 0 X
1804 009 0
1895 00 0
1896 0.0 0
1897 0w 0
1898 009 0
1899 00 0
1900 0 0
1901 0 1m 0
1902 010 0
1903 0.10 0
1904 010 (
1905 010 0.35
1906 0.10 03
1907 0.10 035
1908 012 0.3
1909 on 0 35

It will be seen that while the price of live lobsters have increased 50 per cent
that of canned lobsters has advanced 75 per cent

ow a range from 4e. t

Salmon trout and whitefish.—Salmon trout and whitefish s
13¢. and from 4dc. to 15¢. respectively, in the tables. Both were, on the yearly averag
at their lowest in 1808, and at their highest in 1907. They are now over 40 per cent
above the level of 1800-1899, and over 75 per cent higher than they were eleven years
ago.

Canned salmon.—The price of canned salmon was 49 per cent above that of the
base period in 1908, but dropped to 40 per cent above in 1909, Between 1808 and 1908
a rise of approximately 60 per cent took place

A marked drop in price will be observed in the table of this product every fourtl
vear. These declines occur in the years following the *bhig run’
and are to be attributed to this cause, prices advancing steadily during each of the
three intervening years, when stocks | are usually fixed for
the year in the summer months, shipm mnd the pack b
as a rule well disposed of by the end of the year. It may be mentioned, in passing

I, in 1907, had the effect
f inereasing prices

ars since 18901 is as follows :*

sockeye salmor

ne smaller.  Pric

its beginning in A

ng

that the inquiry into meat packing methods at Chies
f greatly enlarging the demand for canne
A record of the packs of all grades of the vario

salmon

No. of
tins Soc

Yrar

1591
1802
1898
1894
1895
1596
1897
1898
1899
1960
m01 . ...
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907 547,459
1908 542,680

*® Statistics from the year 1891 to 1896 are from the Year Book of British Columbia, 1897,
page 260. Those for the period from 1897 to 1903, were furnished by the British Columbia
Canners’ Association
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Prices paid by the canners for fish vary from year to year. As compiled from the
records published in the Labour Gazette they have been during the past nine years
as follows :—

In 1901 the price per fish was 12} cents during July and 10 cents during August
In 1902 the following schedule was in force:—

Per fish

Cents
Up to a pack of 200,000 cases.. .. 20
From 200,000 to 250,000 cases.. .. .. .. . 18
250,000 to 850,000 “ .. .. .. 16
850,000 to 400,000 * 13
400,000 to 450,000 ** 12
450,000 to 500,000 * .. .. .. o “ . . P
SO IR B ™  ia as e an ae 3 35 A5 49 65 41 08 45 a8 sn e -sn D

In 1903 the price paid per fish was 15 cents in July and 14 cents in August.

The year 1904 was a very poor year and schedules were irregular.

In 1905 the price paid per fish was 12} cents in July and 10 cents during the rest of the
season.

In 1906 the price per fish was 25 cents in July and 20 cents in August; the same rates
prevailed in 1907,

In 1908 the price paid per fish was 25 cents throughout the season

In 1909 the price paid per fish was 12} cents in July and 10 cents in August.

V.—Other Foods.
Summary.—Under this heading are included fruits, fresh and dried; vegetables,
fresh and tinned; flour, tea, sugar and general groceries. The complete list is as

follows :—Beans, biscuits, chocolate, coffee (Rio and Santos), cream of tartar, flour
(four varieties), apples, bananas, grapes, p

'aches, pears, plums, evaporated apples,
currants, raisins, honey, maple sugar, molasses, oatmeal, black pepper, rice, salt, soda,
sugar (granulated and yellow), tapioca, tea, potatoes, turnips, canned corn, canned
peas, canned tomatoes, and vinegar,

The general price level of these commodities is at present below that of twenty
years ago. Prices were about 20 per cent above the average for the decade 1890-15899
in 1800 and 1891. From that period until 1807, however, there was a considerable de-
cline; but from 1897, the movement was again upward, until a point twelve per
cent above the ten year average was reached ten years later. Since 1907 the general
level has declined to a point seven per cent above the base average. Compared with
1897, prices in 1909 were 25 per cent higher.

Beans.—Beans which were as low as 50c. a bushel in 1897 sold for $2.60 per bushel
in 1009, a rise of over 300 per cent in the past 12 years. Prices were also high in
1890, 1900, 1903, 1905 and 1907, though the level in 1908 and 1909 has been higher
than at any previous time within the twenty year period, being in 1909, 77.9 per cent
above the average for the decade 1800-1899,

Biscuits—Soda biscuits also reached their highest point in 1909, when prices were
21.7 per cent above the average for the decade 1890-1809, and nearly 80 per cent
above those of 1896 and 1900, the low years.

Chocolate.—Chocolate was downward in price from 1890 to 1893. From the latter
date it remained steady until 1901, rising thereafter to a point 10 per cent above the
level of the decade 1890-1899, and 14 per cent above the lowest year shown.

Coffee—~(Rio and Santos).—Coffee is shown at less than half the price in 1909
compared with 1890. Prices have been fairly stendy for the past eight years, the
chief decline having occurred between 1801 and 1899,

Cream of tartar.—This commodity also showed a considerable decline between
1800 and 1895, amd though prices have ruled higher in the interval, they are shown
on practically the same level in 1909 as in 1803,

Flour—~The lowest years shown for flour were 1804 and 1809, and the highest
1909. The increase in the past ten years has amounted to over 40 per cent. The rise,
however, has been by no means continuous, The years 1904 and 1905 were charac-
terized by high prices. These were followed Ly a recession in 1906, a recovery in 1907,
and a pronounced upward movement in 1908,
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Soda.—Prices show a narrow range, being at their lowest in 1909, namely 20 per
cent below the average for the base decade.

Sugar.—Both granulated and yellow sugars were much cheaper in 1909 than in
1890 and 1891, though prices since 1902 have violently. Granulated
sugar was lowest in 1903, and yellow sugar lowest in 1895, The range in actual prices
was from $3.40 per ewt. in April, 158 to $7 in 1890, in the case of granulated
sugar, and from $2.625 in April, 1805, to $6.375 in Januvary, 1800, in the case of
yellow sugar.*

Tapioca.—The lowest price recorded was 3c. per b, in 1903, This rose to Tie. per
Ib. in 1907. Prices on the whole were high in 1890, since when there has been a
decline of over 30 per cent. The highest level was reached in 1904, with prices 40
per cent above the average for the base decade.

T'ea.—Japan tea prices were higher in 1908-1909 than in any previous year of the
twenty year peri The advance in the latter year amounted to 32 per cent, compared
with the base decade, and to 34 per cent, compared with the lowest years shown. The
lowest actual price quoted for good common Japan tea was 16e. per Ib., and the highest
25¢. per b,

Potatoes.—Potatoes have been very high in price for six vears past. The highest
year was 1907, and the lowest 1896, In the latter year as low as 18¢. per bag was
recorded, and in the former as high as $1.30 per bag. Prices in 1909 were 42 per cent
above the average of the base decade and over 160 per cent higher than those of the
lowest year, 1896

Turnips.—Turnips in 1901-1902 were approximately 70 per cent above the average
for the base decade. The years 1903 and 1904 were also very high. In 1909,  wever,
prices were on or about the same level as in 1890, being about 7 per cent ow the
average for the decade 1500-15899

Canned vegetables.—Prices on the whole were lower in 1909 than in the base
d“",llll'

Vinegar.~There has

n a considerable decline in the price of vinegar during

recent years, attributed to an increase in the nummber of manufactories and resultant
competiton.  Prices in 1908-1909 were 30 per cent below the average for the base
decade.

The duty on vinegar manufactured in bond, which was 3¢. per proof gallon in
1870, was advanced to 4e. in 1880, and to 6Ge. in 1894, It was reduced to 4e. per gallon
in 1897 and has since remained unchanged.

VI.—Texliles
Wool and woollens.—To obtain a series of quotations that would accurately r
flect the course of prices of woollen fabries in Canada was found a matter of eon-
siderable difficulty, owing largely to the absence of manufacturers’ standards. Manu-
facturers of woollens vary their makes from season to season according to the die-
tates of fashion, the varying prices of the raw material, and the demand of jobbers
for goods to be sold at a certain price. The cost of wool and the rates of wages are
the factors which chiefly govern the price of the finished produet. To reflect the
former a series of quotations for Ontario washed and Ontario unwashed wool were
obtained. As reflecting the finished product, quotations for a well known Canadian
yarn, a line of knitted underwear and a standard woven fabric were obtained from
leading manufacturers. In quoting these articles care was taken to see that whers
any change in quality was introduced a corresponding change in price quotation was
made by the manufacturers in order that the statisties might be on a uniform basis
throughout.
The final results show that prices were highest in 1906 and 1907 and lowest in
1902, the advance in five yoars amounting to approximately 50 per cent, Compared
with the general level of the decade 1890-1899, wool prices in 1906 were 28.9 per cent,

® Since the beginning of 1910 prices have rapidly advanced for all grades of sugar
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I'his chart shows the priee indicated in cents by the figures at the sides f

certain wools from 1871 to 1908, The heavy black line shows the price of Ontar
combing wools, washed, in the Toronto market. The dotted lin
price, in England, of English Lincoln wools of

mbing wools. The line interrupted with single crosses, starting in 1890, gives
Kentucky quarter-bred and three-cighths blood wools of a type at pr
Ontario wools, but these prices are for unwashed wools, The

» next above shows th
a class corr

sponding with Ontario

nt nearest to
same wools, if washed,
The lines interrupted by double
crosses and ending at 1887 show United States wools of a type formerly comparing
with Ontario combing wools, but in the washed condition.

would show a range of prices about a third higher,

Information for a con
ous record of wools of this elass could not be obtained. The wavy line shows the
realized by Ontario wools after being sold in the United States markets, show
ng a difference of 10 to 15 cents per pound more than is obtained by the
farmer in his own market. The quotations, wherever obtainable, were in the months
of May and June, The remarkable slump in prices of all United States wools, during
the Wilson régime, when wool was on the free list, will be noticed. Note also that in
the period from 1871 to 1875 Canadian wools in the United States Market ranged in
price from 55e, to 90c. a pound, while the prices in Ontario in that period ranged fron
to

Ontario
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Wool Production in Ontario, 1851-1907
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It will be seen from tl chart that wool production iner 1 till approximately

the general oduetion of the modern factory system in the provine From the

decade of t ceased to grow with p and has sinee declined to 4,500,000

imds, or 1,900,000 pounds less than i If pr ction had inereased in the same

ratio as population, the Ontario wonl elip of 1907 would have been 9,600,000 pounds
he average weight of flecee in 1871 (31 pounds). But tl erage weight of fleece
has inereased from 33 pounds in 1882 (in 1851 it was only 2'%4 pounds) to 63 pounds
1907, at which rate the elip of 1907 would have been over 13,700,000 pounds. It
will a be seen that woolen manufactures developed along with wool pro
till the advent of the factory system in the provinec

I collton goods.—Considerable difficulty was met in securing a series of

(Colton anc
quotations that might be regarded as reflecting fluctnations in the price of cotton
Standards are frequently changed
both in the weave and in the raw material used. Prices are particularly affected by

st twenty vear

goods in Canada during the

three causes, namely, the price of raw cotton, the amount paid for labour, and compe-
tition from foreign countries, The last mentioned is felt particularly when trade is
depressed in Great Britain and the United States, when representatives of the
IFnglish and American mills invade the Canadian market.

As on the whole best reflecting the price of the raw material, a quotation is given
for raw cotton, upland, middling, in the New York market back to 1890, the statistics
being those employed for a similar purpose by the United States Department of
Labour. The table shows cotton to have been on a very high level for the past six
years, and especially in 1904 and 1909, when prices were 55.9 per cent above the
average for 1800-1809. Since 1898, the low year, raw cotton has more than doubled
5.875 c. per pound in 1897 and as high as 15.3¢. in
1909. The year 1890 was a high year, prices having passed 12 ¢, per pound in June
and August.

In dealing with Canadian manufactured cottons a broad division was made
between grey and bleached goods on the one hand, the manufacture of which is con-
trolled by the Dominion Textile Company, Limited, and woven coloured fabrics or
yarn dyed cotton goods, manufactured by the Canadian Coloured Cotton Mills
Company, Limited. By the courtesy of these companies, a record was obtained of the
average value of their product back to 1890, This was estimated on a pound basis, in
which the mill accounts are kept, in view of the variations in styles above referred to.

137223}

in price, having been as low as
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Though the method of quoting finished produet by the pound is not wholly satisfac
tory, inasm the number of ya

of standards and to variations in the proportionate production of fine and

per pound varies from time to time owing to

changes

coarse goods, it is believed that in the present instanee it enubles a fairly aceurat
opinion to be formed as to price tendencies of Canadian manufactured cottons during
the t two decades

50 lines of Canadian cottons manufactured by th
per pound during
. during the past

The average yearly price of
Dominion Textile Company, Limited, has increased from 18-19¢
the years 1863 to 1809, when pri wer )

it their lowest, to 2

four years, when prices have been higher than at any time since 1891,

The fluctuations of woven coloured cotton fabrics (zinghams, cottonades, shirt
ings, saxonys, &c.), information concerning which was obtained by courtesy of the
Montreal Coloured Cotton Mills Company, have been much the same as those of grey
ttons, The low years were from 1805 to 1900, with prices in the neighbourhood of
per pound.  The high years were from 1905 to 1809, when prices ranged from

§ Ge, per pound.  The years 1890 and 1891 were also high years, prices being 32¢. in
the former and 1-2¢. in the latter,

The record of prints by the yard shows the low years to have been from 1894 to
1807, with prices from 6.71 to 6.78¢, There was a rise in 18958-1809, and a pronounced
rise in 1900, followed by a recession until 1907, when the highest price recorded,
namely, 9-04¢, was reached. In 1908 the price fell to 8.32¢, but rose to 8:54e. last
year,

The high price of raw cotton is held chiefly accountable for the higher prices of
the past few years.

Sille.—Raw silk, Italian and Japan, was high in 1800, but declined to its lowest
point in 1896, From the latter year until 1907 a gain of 50 per cent was shown,
There was a rapid fall in 1908, with a slight recovery in 1909, prices being very close
to the average for the base deeade in the latter year, Silk threads have been stationas
for eight years past, but are considerably lower than during the early portion of the
twenty-year period. Compared with 1890, the highest year shown, the decline has

ry

amounted to between 20 and 25 per cent.

r sinee 1003, but was

Linen products,—Flax fibre was lower in 1899 than in any yes
still seven points above the average for the decade 1890-1809, 1In 1895, the low year,
prices were 25 per cent below that average. Prices in 1880 were the same as in 1900,
Coarse and fine mixed tow, on the other hand, have fallen very rapidly since 1907,
1 1900 to 1907, prices

being now less than one-third the price of two years ago. Fre
were on a very high level, being double those of the base decade. Prices are at present
on the same level as in 1891, 1892, 1893 and 1895, namely, 40 per cent below those of
the standard decade. Flax sewing twine has risen 10 per cent in the past 12 years,
having shown little or no change sinee 1905, and being, in 1901, on the highest level
recorded in the tables,

Other textiles.—Jutes and hessians were very high in 1906 and 1907, but have
since fallen to a point 12 per cent above the average for the decade, but nearly 25 per
cent above the level of prices in 1808, the low year. Prices of cileloth are lower than
in 1890 to 1803. Fluctuations since the latter year have been comparatively narrow,
though the present prices are approximately 18 per cent above those of 1889, the low
year,

VII.—IHides, Tallow, Leather, Boots and Shoes.

Prices in this group were on an average 35 per cent higher in 1909 than in the
decade 1890-1899, being higher than in any other year of the twenty-year period. The
low year was 1896, since when the inerease has amounted to 45 per cent.

Hides.—The most pronounced rise in the whole group was that which took place
in 1009 in the price of No. 1 inspected steers’ and cows’ hides, The price, which had
been as low as 3e. a pound in 1894, touched 14e. in 1909, and remained on or about
that level for several months. No. 1 green calfskins showed an almost equal rise, the
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highest point reached was in 1907, when the price was approximately 45 per cent above
the normal. In 1909 it had fallen again to normal.
Silver.—Silver from 1890 to 1894 declined very rapidly. Since then, fluctuations

have beeen of a minor character until the past two years, when a further decline
occurred.

Tin~Tin reached its lowest point in 1887, but nearly doubled in price within
two years thereafter. The high level has been maintained since. 1n 1907 the price
was approximately double that of the base period. It has since fallen, but is still 50
per cent above the normal.

Zine.—Zine saw its lowest point in the twenty-year period in 1908, when the :
index number was 80.7. Two years later the index number was 134.7. In 1906 the 3
number was 132.0, but this fell to*114 in 1908 and to 107.3 in 1909.

Implements.—Among the several implements quoted, the only one showing violent
¥ fluctuations was grindstones, which advanced rapidly in the two years following 1900.
{ The advance was maintained for four years, but about half of it has been lost since
i 1906. Speaking generally, the tendency in many lines of hardware, including work-
ingmen’s tools, has been downward during the past decade, owing to increasing com- 4
petition between manafacturers, g

e Oy etk

IX.—Fuel and Lighting.

i Under fuel and lighting, coal and coke were selected as representing fuel, l‘

and coal oil and caleium carbide as representing lighting. To these, matches |
were added. Under the heading of coal it was sought to obtain prices representing
the four chief sources of Canadian consumption, namely, Nova Secotia, Pennsylvania,
the Rocky Mountain coal fields, and the coal fields of Vancouver Island. The quota
tions given for run of mines bituminous, on the wharf at Montreal are of Nova
Scotia coal, and represent also the competitive price of Pennsylvania bituminous
brought in by rail. The quotations of wholesale anthracite at Montreal may be taken
as representing the standard of consumption throughout the portion of Canada depen-
dent on this source for domestic fuel. Quotations of Crow’s Nest Pass bituminous,
from the opening of the mines up to the present, have been obtained, and quotations
of Vancouver Island from 1003, the date when the Western Fuel Company began
operations. The last mentioned quotations are not included in the calculation, the
department desiring to obtain a record back to 1890, though unable to do so up to the
date of publication,

It will be seen that both Nova Scotia and British Columbia bituminous are con-
siderably higher than during the decade 1800-1809: anthracite is also higher. The
high prices shown for the latter in 1902-03 are accounted for by the strike of
miners in Pennsylvania which occurred at that period.

Connellsville coke, which is extensively consumed by manufacturing establi-h-
ments in Ontario, and Crow’s Nest Pass coke, which supplies the smelters of British
Columbia, are quoted as representing coke prices, The Dominion Tron and Steel
Company and other large concerns in Canada manufacture their own coke. The index
number shows Connellsville coke to be 17 per cent higher than in the decade 1890-
! 1899, but lower than in 1890, 1809, 1900, 1002, 1903, 1905, 1906 or 1907. The highest
| point shown is in 1903, but 1902, 1906 and 1907 were high years. The lowest year
I was 1804, when coke dropped 38 per cent below the average of the ten-year period
! Crow’s Nest Pass coke has been very steady, variations being within a range of 10
" per cent. It is at present at approximately the same price as ten years ago.
i
{

!
!
!

e

Coal oil, both Canadian and American, shows a pronounced downward tendeicy
during the past 12 years. Canadian oil which was selling for 20 cents a gallon in
1890 and higher in 1892-95, is now at 15} cents. In American oil the drop has been
greater, owing to the fact that American oil which twenty years ago sold at 5 cents
a gallon higher is now to be bought at the same price as Canadian, and has also
shared the decline of the latter produet.

The fact that the best American crude oil

AV
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may be imported into Canada for refining purposes free of duty is held to account
for the approximation in prices between the two produects. The general decline is
accounted for by the competition of other methods of lighting, and by improvements
in the manufacturing and distributing processes. Numerous by-products previously
little used (e.g. gasoline) are now in large demand. The tank wagon system of
delivery has also cheapened the product,

The manufacture of caleium carbide was begun in Canada in 18904, The price
held for five years at $76 per ton, but dropped to $70 in 1900-1901. Since that date
it has sold at $65,

Matches show an increase of 20 per cent in 1909 compared with the ten-year
period. The inerease is accounted for by the increase in raw materials and wages.
As supplementary to the table published in Part I of the report, the E. B. Eddy
Company of Hull, Que., has furnished the following statement with regard to the
manufacturer’s net selling price for Telegraph matches:—

For'the oons B BB B - oo oo se o 00 a5 a5 35 29 43 33 90 2s oo on BB D
- - D R 3 e anvek bn B8 Geadn: BaoBn eb Eboae an 5b a8 R
“ o @ BNl .. o o e ceeee 400

the gradual increase being stated as * due to the steady advance in wages for the past
of all raw material entering into the manufae-

9 or 10 years, and to the inerease
ture of these wares.’
X.—Building Materials.

(A) LUMBER.

In dealing with lumber, the object has been to make the statistics as representa-
tive as possible of trade conditions in this important industry throughout Canada
As representative of the industry in the Maritime provinces, New Brunswick shingles
and New Brunswick spruce are taken. Some difficulty was experienced in selecting
grades that would actually represent the great lumbering industry of Ontario and
Quebee. In the case of pine, a high grade product, a medium grade product and a
low grade product at Ottawa are chosen. A high grade pine product at Toronto, as
representing the output of the Georgian Bay mills, is added. Of recent years, with
the increase in the price of pine, hemlock as a cheaper substitute has come into exten-
sive use, and is added for that reason, thongh it veflects closely the tendency of lower
grade pines. Perhaps the best criterion of lumber tendencies in this connection are
the figures which were obtained from certain large manufacturing concerns of the
Ottawa valley, showing the average price at which their entire cuts were disposed of
‘rom year to year back to 1890. Though the quality of the logs may have varied in
Jifferent years, thereby entailing variations in the apportionment of grades, the figures
i1 question are based on the outputs of several mills, with the result that this ten-
deney is probably obliterated. The figures show a rise from $12 per thousand feet
in 1890-2 to $21.50 per thousand iu 1907, the high year. In the case of hardwoods,
bir h, soft maple and red oak at Toronto have been quoted.*

Uhe trend of prices of British Columbia lumber prices during the past twenty-
five years is indicated in the following table which shows the average prices at which
lumber cut on Dominion lands in the railway belt was sold.

From 1884 to 1902.. .. .. .. .. o 4 ':50‘:9 per \|“f-.‘t, BW

prices declined somewhat in 1806, 1807 and 1898, Since the latter date, however,
_* Arrangements have been made for including British Columbia fir and British Columbia
shingles in the list, but statistics were not obtained in time for publication in this report.
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there has been a very pronounced upward movement, which reached its eulmination
in 1907, Subsequently, there was a falling off until the elosing months of 1909, when
some recovery was made, The inerease in the case of pine amounted to fully 70 per
cent,  The higher grades have been steadier, but the lower grades have mounted very
rapidly. The highest rise is shown in the case of pine laths, which more than quad-
rupled in price between 1807 and 1907, and were in 1909 over 130 per cent above the
average of 1890-1800,  New Brunswick lumber advanced 50 to 60 per cent in
the decade 1808-1900. In the hardwoods, the rise, as compared with the ten-year
period, has been between &
over 80 per cent,

In explaining these pronounced advances in a produet so important as lumber,

wnd 20 per cent, except in the case of oak, which advanced

the manufacturers point to several agencies which have combined to enhance operat-
ing expenses. Supplies for the eamps have advaneed. Wages also have been inereased,

while the supply of experienced help has greatly declined, so that at the higher rate a
ln-n efficient staff of employees i
formerly, the logs being smaller, entailing a greater loss in driving, and a le

available, The timber, moreover, is not so good as
return

®

from a like amount of handling. The merchantable timber is found at inercasing
distances from the main streams. Added to this there has been a marked advance
in stumpage rates; limits that sold at %
per thousand at the present time

84 per thousand in 1500 are bringing $5-%10

(B) MISCELLANEOUS BUILDING MATERIALS,

)| list includes bricks, cement, lime, plaster, &e., and some representative
articles of builders’ hardware. On the whole, pr
dard de nt,

Bricks.—~Common building bricks were 46 per cent higher in 1909 than in the

ws are shown to be higher than dur

ing the sta ade by 5.7 per e

decade 1890-1809,  Sinee 1808, the low year, they have risen over 70 per cent

bricks, on the other hand, have gone down, as compared with the deeade, by &
cent, but are higher than in 1896,

Cement.—Canadian Portland cement was lower in 1909 than in any previous year
oted, being 37 per cent below the deeade 1890-1809,  The highest year shown was

1800, but there was an upward movement in 1809-1900,

Lime~Lime had advanced steadily during the past ten years, being 27.6 per cent
above the avers

for the base decade in 1909, and approximately 50 rer e
'

than in 1805, Prices between 1800 and 1898 deelined about 20 per eent.

Vails—Cut nails were lower in 1909 than in 1907, The highest year shown was
1900 (126.3), and the lowest, 1807 (81.2). Wire nails, which are now in such exten
sive use, did not appear in the trade journal quotations prior to 1807, They are some-

what higher at present than in that year, and are 20 per cent higher than in 1808, the
low year. As in the case of eut nails, the high vear was 1900, s
has amounted to fully

wee when the d

| per cent,

Pitch and tar.—Crude coal tar is lower than during the decade 1890-1899 by 12.5
per cent. Piteh (Sydney roofing) has alsa declined considerably during the past eight
vears, but is higher than during the decade 15901809,

Hinges, &e.~The quotations for heavy hinges show a pronounced rise sinee 1897,
amounting to approximately per cent., h weights are over 50 per cent higher
than ten years ago, but have been higher still in the interval. Soil pipe has shown
little change for some six or eight vears past, but is higher by over 30 per cent than in
in 1896, though lower than in 1800,

Wire fencing—Wire fencing declined very rapidly from 1590 to 1808, the ;n 2]
in the latter year 'wuu: ouly about one-third of the former. Subsequently there has
been a recovery of about 40 per cent, but prices are still 30 per cent lower than
ing the base decade. In the case of wire cloth, the course of prices was somewhat
similar, though fluctuations were less violent, Prices are now approximately 35 per
cent below those of the base decade.
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XI.—H Furnishings

Furniture.—Quotations were obtained for six representative lines, namely

kitchen tables an airs, dining room tables and sideboards, bedroom suites, and

iron bedstes lines of wooden furniture a steady and pronounced rise in

prices during the s shown. On an average the increase since
1800 has amot

prices of hardwoods is held accountable by manufacturers for this advance, notwith

50 per cent. The increase in wages and in the

standing that there has been a marked improvement in machinery during the past
twenty years, whicl: nas enabled a finer finish to be placed on goods and more ela

borate designs to be turned out with the same or less expenditure

need de
s a continuous pillar bed of shipping weight, about seventy
in 1890 to $3.50 in 1909, The explanation

In iron and brass bedsteads, on the other hand, there has been a

cline. The line qu

five pounds t shows a deeline from
offered by a leading manufacturer is that the manufacture of this article in Canada
has reduced the cost both of brass and iron bedsteads

Grockery and glassware, table cutlery and silver plated ware.—~The general ten
dency in these lines has been downward, especially during the first half of the ten
chiefly outside of

n pr is attributed

ada, especially in
wde competition

vear period I'he goods are manufacture

Great Britain, and the reduetion

The rapid decline in silver-plated ware in 1907 followed the opening of a large estab-

lighmwent for the manufacture of this clags of goods in Canada. Improvements in the
manufacturing process have bettered the appearance of the goods

Kitchen furnishings.—TPails, tubs and brooms are included under this heading
T'he vari articles of tinware, hardware, & re not standarized to any extent in
Canada and it was found impossible to obtain a satigfactory record back to 1890
outside of the 1aw materi ented thereir I'here has been an advance of from
12 to 15 per cent in pails and tubs compared with 1890, and of approximately 30 per,
cent compared with the low years, 1806-1807 I'he most extraordinary advance, how
ever, is shown under the heading of brooms, which in the closing days of 1909 had
considerably more than doublel, as compared with the prices ruling in 1800. This
however, wi I ted for by reity of broom corn last year following a
failure of the vi n the United States, the cost of broom corn to the manufacturer
having advanced from $S8-$10 to $20-$24 per ton. Apart from this advance the o
of brooms has n fairly stationary for the past ten years

YIl—1 md Chemicals
Prices were on the whole higher in 1800 than at any time since. The lowest

point was reached in 1809, There was a rapid recovery in 1900, after which prices
remained steady. They then rose to within a short distance of the point reached in
1890, remaining on or about the level until 1907, there being a recession in 1909, In
the last year prices were approximately 4 per cent above the level of the decade 1890
1899, compared with 6.7 per cent below that average in 1509, and 10.5 per cent above
it in 1890,

Alcohol,—65 over proof.—Prices were considerably higher in 1909 than in any
previous year in the last twenty yves The rise from 1890 has been steady, though

St 1907 A\t present, prices ar 5 per cent

1809 and fully 45 per cent higher than in 1890

prices remained unchanged from 18
above the level of the decade 1860

Methylated spirits,—The price of methylated spirits remained steady for several
years but recently declined very materially. It is now at least 50 per cent below the
previous standard.

Since the year 1888, all methylated spirits has been supplied by the Department
of Inland Revenue, ('anada, the privilege of manufacturing in bond having been with-
drawn in that year. The price since charged by the department to manufacturers in
the mechanical arts is shown in the following table
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y Grade No. 1 Grade N ohSs 30 &
- Standard Standard Vi
Tmp, Ga Imp. Ga fmp. Ga I
1888 1.4 1. 60
) | 1.20 1.60
1889 f .o
03 | 110 1. 50
1803 \ 1 08
1906 (Aug | o o
1906 (Oct 0RO 1.00
1907 (Jan.) ) 70 )8 0.6
Tan 0 0 0 0 60
) 63 0
1 Consigned to points east of Toront d w { Queb
(¢ i 1 to beyond Toront 0
{lum.—Prices are on approximately the sa ! as in 159
rom 1891 to 1897 and lower from 1808 to 19808
Bleaching powder.—Prices were high from 1802 to 1896 ¢ from 1900 to
1902. The year 1900 shows the highest level I'hey are now r cent below
the average for the base decade
Borax declined very rapidly from 1890-1801 to 1808-1509. Since then there has
been a partial recovery, though prices are still 35 per cent below those of the hase
decade

Brimstone.—The highest year shown was 1892, following which there was a de
level slightly above the average for

rease of 18 per cent followed by a recovery to a
1890-1899
Carhol This com t ry higl 1500, Lut fell fully 70 per cent

1 the two following years. The lowest year was 1899, prices being then 20 per cent

below the base decade, Prices again became very high in 1892, 1893 and 1894, in
he last year standing at 78.5 per cent above the level of the base decade. There has
been a recession since, especially in 1909, but prices are still 53 per ecent higher than
in the decade 1890-1899

Caustic soda.—Prices for this article were downward from 1801 tn 1807,

lowing which there was a gradual rise to 1904, with a recession in 1905, to a poir
per cent above the level for the base decade, a level which has been vintained
nee

Copperas.—Prices advanced 60 per cent between 1800 and 1801, but fell to an

almost equal extent in the following year and still further in 1803, 1897 and 1898

Prices are now the same as ten years ago, being approximately, 15 per cent below
he level of the decade 1800-1899
Glycerine.—Prices in 1909 were on approximately the same level as during the

base decade. They were highest in 1806 and 1890, and lowest in 1905, 1906 and 1907

Muriatic acid.—This commodity was steady for the first seven years of the
period. A pronounced rise oceurred in 1898 and further increases in 1902 and 1903
In the latter year prices were 76 per cent above the normal. They declined in 1905
and advanced in 1909, but are still 17.6 higher than those of the base deeas

Opium.—Prices were at their highest in 1909, namely, 41.2 per cent above those
of the base decade. From 1800 to 1903 the variations were within c)mparatively

narrow limits
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’ Q ne prices | especiall the past tw
I'he highe 1] 1 louble hat th ar
presc
Soda ash.—~Fror 1 vear 1900 until the present there has been a gain of
10 per cent, though prices were on a higher level in 1891-1802
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Tobaco Mane rrom Forn Lew
IS67, Duty was 10¢. per Ih

1570.  “ increased to 1

INTH * inereased to 2ik

InN3 = reduced to 12¢., excs

duty emained at 2
1555, - increased to 20¢, per 1h 1 e, per 1h, whe in packages less tha
I
101 - made 25c. per Ib., irrespective of size of package it which rate duty 1
remains
190~ “  Rearrangement in the manne f collecting, duty being reduced to 5c.
Ib. and bulk of tax col on foreign raw leaf, result
no increase in the aggregats
Binder twine.—Binder twine was lower in 1899 than at any time since.  lu 1590
prices were nearly 35 per cent above the base decade In the low year, 1545, |

ever, they were nearly 30 per cent blow that standard, Prices were highest of all in

1902, but the decline has since been continuous Ihey

are at present on approxi
mately the same level as the avers

for the decade 1890-1809

Gunpowder.—The price of standard sporting gunpowder ha

remained unchanged

during the twenty-year period
Rope, sisal—Prices are now on approximately the same level n—
decade 1890-1899, but there has been a heavy decline sinee 1907. The variations as

a whole are the same as in the ease of binder twine above,
R

1590-1899,  Compared with the low year, 1894, the gain has amounted to nearly 120

ubben—Rubber during 1909 was 85 per cent higher than during the decad

per cent It may be added that prices since the beginning of 1910 have shown fur
ther advan

Noap.—S

ip is approximately 10 per cent hi r than during the hase decad
but there has been a rapid decline since 1907 and 1908

Starch.—Prices are at present 34 per cent higher than those of the base decads
being somewhat lower than in the high year 1908, The low year was 1892, compared

with which a gain of 50 per cent is shown

Other Groupings

I'he groupings into which the commodities have been arranged were dictated
largely by Canadian industrial and commercial couditions, Other arrangements of

the commodities may be de

I
pared with those of the decade 1890-1899 for the following groups:—1. Crude farm
products; 2. Manufactured farm products; 3. Tmported foods: 4. All foodstuffs, and
5. Products of the mine.

able with specific ends in view

» example, the following tables show the general level of prices in 1909, com

C'rude Farm Produce

Wheat, western..

Wheat, Ontario.

Oats, western..

Oats, Ontario..

Barley, western :
Barley, Ontario -
Corn, No. 8, Ontario

Peas, Ontario....
Rye, Ontario..
Hay

Straw . .
Cattle, western..
Hogs, Ontario..
Cattle, Ontario..

Eggs. .
Beans. .
Hone; o4 % 3 48 85 46 RS 86
Wool, washed.. .. .. .. .0 o
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Crude Farm Produce—Continued

Wool, unwashed -r
l:ru» s 1049
Peaches 1057
Pears +
Plums e
Potatoes :
Turnips In‘ﬁ 8

ALl 1378

Manufactured Farm Produets.

Flour, straight roller
Flour, strong bakers
Flour, winter wheat patents
Flour, Manitoba first patent

Bran
Shorts :
Oatmeal
Beef, dressed
Veal, dressed |
Mutton, dressed 191.7 !
1460
1311
1665
1613
112.9
1571
Calfskins I::,“
Horsehides l'-"
Leather . ”‘.,:
Linseed oil, ra 109.7
:;nz-mlﬂ oil, boiled 109 H
utte .
Cheese. . * ]'| l‘
Maple sugar 108.0
Apples, evaporated 95.6
Flax, tibre 17 4
Tow 72
Malt
1341
Imported Foods. (*)
* il

Cream of tartar
Cu nts

Raisins. .
Bananas.
Molasses.

Pepper.

Rice..

Sugar, yellow
Sugar, granulated
Tapioca. .

Tea
All oo . - 962
| All Foods.
: Grains and fodder
Animals and meats . :K:
Dairy produce. 5 N5 . . . 133 tt
Fish.. .. .o . . . uo . 184 (:
el T R el R S s B0 Bl 1008

| S s ' " . o0 i"G-?

* Including foods manufactured from imported raw materials.
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Products of the Mine

Antimony 659
Copper 1058
Lead.. 991
Silver . 69-6
Spelter 105-8
Tiu.. 1497
Coal, Nova Scotia 1247
Coal, Crow's Nest Pass 1138
Coal, Pennsylvania, anthracite 113.9
Iron, pig, No. 1, foundry, Nova Scotia 143

All 1065

T'o the above it may be added that the 110 articles manufactured in Canada con-
tained in the list of commodities quoted in the present investigation show
uge level of 114-1 per cent in 1908, compared with the average for the
1800

an aver-
decade 1800

From the above and other analyses several important central facts as to the
general situation at present may be ascertained. Of the great producing industries,
ngriculture seems to show the largest increase in prices. Crude farm products
wool, fruits, vegetables) have
advanced by over 37 per cent compared with the base decade 'l

ains, fodder, meat producing animals, milk,

producis made
therefrom (meats, brau, flour, hides, leather, &e.) have increased by over 34 per cent
On the other hand imported foods are lower than they were during the deeade 1890
1809, Fish products are nearly but not quite so high as farm products, Products of
the mine are only slightly above the level of the decade, and, if coal be exclude
below that average. Coming to Canadian manufactured products, the general level
about 14 per cent above the level of the base decade, Included in this

stimate are
various grades of Canadian lumber which on an average are 50 per cent dearer than
during the base period. If lumber be excluded, the manufactured products of Can-
ada show a gain of less than 10 per cent compared with the decade 1890-1899. These
and other facts of a like nature are of the utmost significance in

onneetion with
the interpretation of the results of an investigation like the present. The tables of
index numbers will permit of many variations upon the theme

Comparative Prices, 1890-1899, in Canada, Great Britain and the United States.

Part II. of the appendix to this report contains, as above stated, a review, in
greater or less detail, of the findings of the best known index numbers of Great
Eritain, the United States and other countries. These are reprinted in order to
render easily available a body of material of exceptional value in counection with the
study of prices, and as throwing light (prices of many articles being determined by
world conditions) on the current gituation in Canada. The reader is referred to this
matter for detailed information as to recent price movements in other countries. It
will Le of interest here, however, to base on certain of the tables and diagrams therein
reproduced, a comparison of the course of prices in Canada, as shown by the present
investigation, with the current movement in Great Britain and the Unitel States,
the two countries with which the commercial aml economic interests of the Dominion
are most closely associated.

In the United States the I)opnrtmmn of I.ab(mr conducted in 1901 an investiga-
tion into the course of wholesale prices dating from 1890, The investigation has
been continued from year to year since, It covers 261 commodities, many of which
are the same as those covered in the present inquiry. In Great Britain one
of the most widely quoted index numbers is that of Mr. Sauerbeck, which is
representative of forty-five commodities and forms a continuous record from the
year 1818 to the present time. Using these as a basis the accompanving chart has
been constructel as a means of showing the comparative trend of general prices in
the three countries during the twenty-year period.
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PART I-TABLES OF PRICES

—

I
III
v

—

VI

VII

VIIIL
IX.

XI

XII
XImn

GRAINS AND FODDER

ANIMALS AND MEATS

DAIRY PRODUCTS

FISH

OTHER FOODS—GROCERIES, FRUITS, VEGETABLES, ETC.

TEXTILES
(a) WOOLLENS.
(b) COTTONS.
(c) SILKS.
(d) LINEN PRODUCTS
(e) JUTES.
(f) OILCLOTHS.
(b) LIQUORS AND TOBACCO

HIDES, TALLOW, LEATHER AND BOOTS AND SHOES.
METALS AND IMPLEMENTS
FUEL AND LIGHTING.

BUILDING MATERIALS.
(a) LUMBER.
(b) OTHER BUILDING MATERIALS.
(c) PAINTS, OIL AND GLASS.

HOUSE FURNISHINGS.
(a) FURNITURE.
(b) CROCKERY AND GLASSWARE.
(¢) CUTLERY, ETC.
(d) KITCHEN FURNISHINGS.

DRUGS AND CHEMICALS.

MISCELLANEOUS.
(a) FURS.
(¢) SUNDRY.
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TABLES

I. GRAINS AND FODDER

Barley, western, malting
Barley, Ontario, No. 2
Bran

Corn, No. 3, yellow

Hay, No. 1
Oats, western, No. 2, white

Oats, Ontario, No. 2, white
Peas, Ontario, No. p

Rye, Ontario, No. 2

Shorts

Straw, baled

Wheat, No. 1, northern
Wheat, Ontario, No. 2, white




Augus
Septemiber

October

A verage

* Pri

es as quoted are taken from the files of the Winnipeg “ Con
was very irregular until the last few years and
§ Special prices for seed barley

WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890
BARLE)

Price per bushel at Winnipe

1890. | 1891, 1892 | 1893 | 1804, 1895, 18
A ™ 2 2 2 21
0 ~ g
[ &2 w0 > ~ 2
[ 3 32 2 0 21
¢ 4 % 30 wn 0 21
W I 31 ) Ll 0 21
60 3 31 30 N 30 2
" w0 30 W 30 2 2
) % 0 14 ‘ 2
\ % 30 w X 24
10 ol 30 ~ 30 21 _'

56 25 3016 2050 2700 30 75 21 N
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ncluded 1

ases the quotations
calc
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not

Man,,

1909. —1

WESTERN MALT

on the opening n

SUT. | 1898, 1899,
0 7
0} 4 0
% C 4
30 47 .
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4 L] 4

2 18 i

2 30 &
30 ;

%00 39 68 32 58

GRAINS

N

Derarruexy or Lasovr, Caxa
Weaoresare Prices, 185 199 Tamie N 1
AND FODDER
lay of each month. *
w1 M2, 1908 1904, 190 6. | 1907 a )
« te. | ot cta . - .
# 3% 3 " t < 42 m "
' o " " i~ s 12 ( 4=
0 ~ u i < ' W 3|
' o9 f ~ " " m
i e + n L 44 - 4
6. 4 1 i1 0 42 H i 3
6. i ] 1 ™ 43 i H 8
¢ 8 ) ¥ ¢ 42 4 Pre "
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) W ] 12 62 1 1654
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Pre he The market for barley
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DerarTMEsT OoF LaBour, Caxana
WaoLtsatE Prices, 1890-1909 : Tasre

WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890-1909. —I., GRAINS AND FODDER —Continued
BARLEY, ONTARIO, No. 2

Price per bushel at Toronto, Ont., on the first market day of each month ; quotations from The Toronto Globe

Montt 1890, | 1891 1893, 1894, 1895, 1896 189 1898, | 1899, 1900, 1901, 1902, 1908, 1904, 1905, 1906, 1907, 1908, 1909
ta ts ts cts. cts ts ts - ts ts - - - - ¢ te ?
J anuary 4 51-52 4+ 0 3N 4 3839 27 32 47 N + i 4 S 4 0 T1-72 53-55 *
February 42 43 53 0 40 1 4445 1 8 4TL48414-42 4 3 i 13 15 19 o 78 5657 o~
Marct 42424 51 4 40 6 47 % 42 6 424 43 4 3 42 46 46-47 481 49 23717 " ~
April & 50-51 45454 0 57 1 33 | 2 9 45 46 4 A 56 444 1647 1 lsooodl o0 leses =
May 50 5 | 44 38-40 (3940 4 34 2 W 41 s & 53 43 44 12 s 2453 533152 55 161-¢ -
June. 48 10 3% 3949 34 26 39 4 ) i 2 1 42 ] “ M 5560 62 63 =
July 51 (502 40 ) 43 4849 2 i ' 7 4 4 ' 47 1 4 5 624 E
August M 49-50 40 47 45454 w4 x I ) 0 424 12 11 4647 . 4 D860 162 ¢ S
September 54 490 0 37 38 40 ] 2 M 38 4 4 41 42 H 4 4O % B9 DB 860 5
October 8368 45-51 36 35 |37-39 # 13 1-32 4 43 § $ 7 5 45 46 4 14 65 758 "
November M 45 40 ) 42 4 2 0 H 4 -4 ! 49 (39 40 15 45-46 0 i~ " 7 57-58
December 50 4 ) i 10 42 (27-29 31-32 4748 38 -39 4 sl 4 3 5 50 51 1 65685 55456 59-60
A verage 4996 495 425 (3846 4002 4424 3523 28°23 J085 W60 072 M w4 385 4382 4711 90 M 60T W16
=4
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Derarturxt oF LaBorr, Caxapa 4
WeaoLrsare Prioes, 1840-1909 : Tasie No. 5
WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890-1909.—I., GRAINS AND FODDER —Continwued.
HAY, No. 1
Price per ton at Montreal, Que., on the first market day of each month ; quotations from The Montreal (;azette
Month 1800, | 1801, | 1892 | 1898,  ISO4. 1805 1896 | 1597. | 1898 | 1899,  1900. 1901, 1902, 1903 1904 W 106, 190 K. 1909
Scte S cte. Bota. [Bote St Scota. Sota B cts S cta. $ota |8 ots. 8 etn | # cta !B ots. 8 ote Bots, B ots B ots £ ots 8 =
; (1900 K50 1000 1100 S00 S00 1200 1050 1050 (600 9 00 110 00 10 50 15 00 16 50 12 ™ i
January 1110 00 | 9 00 11 00 650 1000 11 0 11 0 600 17 50 1 S
Fel ) 0 8 50 00 S50 500 00 1000 1050 | 600 9 50 10 50 10 00 0 w ” =
SRTRaEY L1000 900 10 2 650 10 00 0 50 14 00 16 00 13 00 -~
March | 900 | 85 1000 900 S00 1300 850 1050 W 900 10 %0 13 o w11l -
- 10 00 9 00 850 1400 90 0w 00 10 50 13 50 16 00 12 00 -~
. )y 00 | 8 50 1200 900 | 8S00 1400 950 1050 ) 0 ) 50 14 o 00 12 ~
Apr 000 950 8 50 10 00 11 00 10 0 10 00 14 50 15 50 13 50 ~
SRR EE R 1200 850 | 800 14 0 Y 00 9 0 13 50 16 00 12 50 .y
May \ - 10 00 ) 50 14 13 50 B
R | 950 90 1200 800 | 8 13 00 13 00 10 W 9 50 9o 1600 14 90 13 w0 =
June { < 13 50 10 0 10 00 1700 1500 13 0 ~
Sal i 900 900 1100 700 1350 11 50 | 8 50 9 00 ) 00 16 00 10 50 14 50 S
July \ 1200 | 9 & ) 0 ) B0 1650 11 00 156 ™ -
Aumust [} P00 900 1100 1000 T 100 1300 1150 S 850 N 16 0 1
s 9 50 10 50 1200 | 9 00 ) 00 9 16 ™ 1
Septemt | 900 900 1100 S50 700 1100 1075 1100|650 95 8 15 50 1
e \ 9 5 950! 8w 1100 12 10 00 9 16 50 1
- f 900 1MW 850 7011w 950 11w 65 ) 50 < 14 0
S \ 9 50 9 5 10 00 11 50 1 9 W 9! 9 14 50
N . f 950 1100 850|700 1200 1050 1050 | 6 50 900 0B 850 R0 o 16 50
—— \ uHo S0 7 50 150 1350 900 9 17 o0
Desstsbier | 000 1200 S00 700 1200 1050 1050 | 6 X o0 900 10 ™ ) X 50 13w 175
—— \ 8 00 11 00 7 50 10 00 10 50 W00 100 925 900 1350 18 W
Average 914 (912 1102 1010 | 791 954 1224 1084 [893 764 9541073 954 1050 977 963 1018 7 13 93 18 02




DEPARTMENT Ab Cax
Whotesare Prices, 1890 1 \
WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1900-1909.—1 AINS AND FODDER - Continued
OATS, WESTERN, N WHITE
Price per bushel at Winnipeg, Man., on the first market day of each month.*
Month 1800, | 1891. | 1802, | 1898. 1894, | 1895. 1896, 1897, 1898, 1899, | 1900. 1901, | 1902 1% 1904 " WG, 190 s 0%
Cts Cta Cts Cts Cts Cts Ce Ly Cts Cts Cts ( Cis { { Cis L Ces \E
January 4 2 20 W 2 1t & % 2 4 4 N = 7 =
wry 0 1 22 2 1§ ' - { % 2 ' i . ; ' ~ )
March 2 3 12 32 1% 2 y 32 1 " ~ 4 3 0 4 "
April 43 2 p 25 32 0 8 3~ P E 4 4 J 7 i 0 414
May* 3 18 L) u 4 $ 18 4 4 44 1 “ ) 4 7| 44 .
o June 4 40 2 0 5 2 i : 4 4 S 1 ¥ '
July 4= 1 20 W 34 2 4 ' ' 47 4 7 ' ) ' ' '
A ugust 5% ™ 2 W 2 J 4 ' W 4 ' i 4
September " 30 2 32 3 4 ' "0 2 4 '
October W % s o 1 2 s 2. s 4 ] ™ ]
November 2 P ] ‘ 18 2 4 ‘ '
December % 2 > 2 16 ~ ' "
A verage 42°33 3458 2225 %75 N 6 20 708 38 2 ' ¥ G 2% 8 1404 1 40 2
*Prices q are taken fron arious sources, including ne s, records fealers st Of s of t Winnipeg Grair
Exchange. A in Winnipeg handling & very juantity b e N
ns and stated are sccurate in so far as his re w N¢ presentas the bulk of at k n pro S




Ds wexT oF La R, CANADA
1 RO0-1909 : Tame No 7
WHOLESALE PRICES, CANAI S GRAINS AND FODDER —Continued
Price per bushel at Tor f ca ! ul sations from The 7 nto (lobe
Montk . S . " » ) w4 » 1906 w7 1908 1909
( ( ( ( ( Cta Cta Cts -
eJu y 54 ' 4 3 154 38 -39 X
Februar 4 ~ 1 3 5 37 450 5% 11 42 =
March 0 4 - 0 4 4 9 40 52 3 46 4 E
A 8 ' 0 4 84 304 47 o 454 -
May S d 4 J 0 i 453 464 -
Jur $ 7 4 24 - 47 54 9 60
Tals . 15 46 ¥ 44 45 44 45 |57 bR
" 0 i ' ' | 4 4 44 % 53 M
September 8 -4 3 0 41 44539 40 44} 45
October 11 2 19 38 y 35 -36
November i ) 4 4 37538437 -38
December 13 43 7 ' 1] i 48 484'39 ¥ T -87%




Derarruest or Lasouvr, CaNapa
WHOLESALE Prices, 1890-199 : Tapik No 8

WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890-1909.—1.. GRAINS AND FODDER—Continued.

PEAS, ONTARIO, No. 2

Price per bushel at Toronto, Ont., on the first market day of each mont} ations from The Toronto Globe
Month 1890, | 1891, | 18¢ 1892, 1894, 189 896, 1897 SOS. 1899 1900, 1901, 1902 1903 1904 1905 1906. | 1907. | 1908. | 1909,
Cts. | Cta. | € Cta. | ¢ [ ‘ ‘ [ Cts. | € ( Cte. Cta |Cta [Cta. | Cta | Cta |Cta O S
Januar 613 61 4 19 42 " 65 64 . 7 8485 73 62 67-68| 77 ) 2% N6 ‘
Februar 3541 65 - S 3 ' ) ' 60461 < i [ 79 7O R0 84 S5RT 88~
Mar 4 04} 6667 o 4 . 1 ) ‘ 668 63 623 X 7172 ¢ % 67 77 M Bl 86 87 920 9 ~
April J 577 60 ‘ ‘ 7 1 " " 6506 € f R I 6566 6869 77 78 -784 88 o4 -9 ;
Ma 7 s 60 O ‘ 8 ' 6162 64 [ ‘ 0 62 6566 68 T8 5 % 9% o
I R P 4 4 - 44 ~ [ 62 ¢ 70 0 7Y S0 92 W W o
I 61 ¢ 687 s S 09 4445 4 47 45 66 67 ) 68 76 62 61 62 T1-72 82 % 9 &
64 %1 6162 58 ‘ : 4 ' 4 ‘ 6061 72 82 8379 87 z
62 ¢ 64 ‘ 4 44 4 19 i ' ( 4 « 6364 64 ¢ 68697 w8472
October 60 N4 7 0N ‘ ] 14 Ll 60 ) | 6. G364 68 TS = SSA-SUT7S 79
November 60 | 61 7 1 13 44l 4 6156 7 72 € 6465 7273 78 86 87 85 8686 87
Decem? )60 | 62 7 1 94 6l - ‘ 8 ' 620 6768 T6TT S0 85 86 S5 8686 88
A verage ~ 79 5929 550 Tt 179 459 41564 5441 € 6T 570 7779 608 6370 69 41 7800 S0 43 86 97 8T 75

19




WHOLESALEF

Price per bushel at T
Mont} 1890, | 1891
( Cts
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W x Prics, 18901900 : Tasie No. 10

WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 189 309. 1., GRAINS AND FODDER —Continued,

Price per ton at Toronto, Ont., on the first market day of each mont A LIOT 7 ronto (lob | The Canadian Grocer
Month 1890, | 1801, | 18¢ < S04, 18 i <9 R . " » : |19 " " 8. | 1000
$cts! 8 8 cta.| 8 $ 2 < 8 ctw. 8 $ N 2 2 2 < & < < % cts.| 8 cts =
. - f 1500 1S 00 18 ™ " 5l 0 S < 14 ¥ o o X ¥ ¥ on o
. \ o 14 ™ URE W16 . X | % .
16 00, 19 o 0 14 50 14 ™ > > 0 16 00 14 00 20 ™ . " " " =
Fe ol 4 \ o ] » L 4 N T 5 » W -~
March 16 00 18 00 18 00/ 18 of 0 17 s " W 16 o » W 17 00 . " 300
o 8 W 18 o " + 00| 25 o :
- 5 50 18 00 18 00] 18 o 16 ‘ W 1S o " " " R W 24 0
e % 20 00| 16 00| 16 00 18 00 17 00 11 ‘ W 14 o ol 14 0 17 00 17 ™ & W 24 00 2400
S 16 00 16 00, 17 ™ 0 16 o o 0 80 12 o " ‘ " " » " A - 00 2400 ~
. " o " ™ 4 S o "
Taly [ 1700 1900 18 00 16 00 'l X » 0 14 ™ " W 1 ‘ ] ™ ) ) 00 24
fl'17 o0 18 00 17 00 16 00 18 0 . ‘ 00 14 ™ y " ; 0 )00 20 00 ™
\ st 24
L ) » o L} - Ll " LURLL "
R — 1700 19 00 17 40 17 o 0 16 ™ " X o " w 1T ™ x R W00 M 00 24 ™
" 2 00 0 4 N 8 S 20 50 o
(L1700 17 30 17 & 0 14 M 8 M T 4 ' o " o W o S 4 M 24
Octobe 7
o \ 19 % o s » . s M " ) > »
November {116 00 17 50 16 o ‘. “ N8 ‘ W 14 " ‘ " o 18 5 0 23
- \ ) ‘ ) ™ 'y ' ™ . ‘ 00 24 ™
Sinuniie [ " %00 16 o $ 3 :‘ -‘ X ' . : . S '] ,.' 8 b ‘: o : §
Average 1620 18 50 17 4% 15 M s 7 $ 8 : 2 ¥




DerARTMENT oF LABOUR, CANADA -
Waoresare Prices, 18001909 ; Taste No. 11

CANADA, 1890-1909 I. GRAINS AND FODDER Continued

STRAW, BALED

Price per ton at Toronto, Ont., on the first market day of each month ; quotations from The Toronto Globe

Mont . | 189 < s $94. 189 e - SO8. 1899, 1900 . 1902 | 1903 | 1904, | 1905, | 1906 1907, | 1908, 1909

. o 5600 6w " WS X " 00 450 45 o™ o -
. 0t 6 5 ‘ S0 6™ w0 W | 6w o " >
™ G &M " " > T ) 50 i 47 " ry 1 ~
Fe e " " ) " " o » w0 " 7 -
‘ w0 " " ‘ W 1w 4 P 50 " 50 w0
red -
Ma w “ 0 6o " o0 w0 6o w ~
" O S50 Lo 450 450 45 5 W 5w
Apr \ o 6 00 o™ 0 ™ o W 6w S
f 0 6 0 0 6w “ " 00 450 450 4 w ™
May " " " s o . 0 o 0 6w
6 o 0 W 6o “ " L 50 | 400 "0 % 5w
oo ‘ 6 00 w “
] AR TURE Y 6 7 0 o 400 475 47 4 o0 w0
aly " ‘. " s o 2 " " =
i 00 6o " . "0 . .. WA 450 4 ” w0 ™
A ugus \ ¢ 0 6w " o0 h "
O G600 T ) ‘ "y 100 4w o " 0 o
September \ 6 o0 6 o0 " w
50 600 6 . " o0 % 400 w47 - o
October 6 50 w | 6o 600 G 0 " "
w w0 " w6 " o 40 40| 47 " o0
N wr 700 6w G 47 o 6w
6o i o “ ‘ w0 W4 4 0 iy "0
De " 0 6 6™ S 0| 6w 0 55 " 0
A verage 854 ¢ 6 63 708 564 683 7 34 X 4520 4 TI8 4 90 “ 208 5088
I—— S— - - B
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WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890-19 I., GRAINS AND FODDER —( i

Price per bushel

Mont}

<
January 88
February ™

March 88

April 57
May 9% 97
June . 100
July a9
August 9394
September 102
October 01-92
November 93
December 3

Average 9266

WHI NTAL \
M 3 8 2
8159-50 0 "
6l100 7374 7 <
,. " 4
6| 7374 - . :
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TABLES

lish boneless breakfast bacon

Beef, dressed
Cattle, western
Butcher's cattle, choice steers
Fowls

. Hams, smoked, medium size

. Hogs, choice selects

. Hogs, dressed

. Lard, pure
Mutton dressed

. Pork, heavy Canada, short cut mess
Sheep, export ewes

. Turkeys.

. Veal, dressed. ’
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WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 189 ). —11. ANIMALS

] .

nua i 4.0 2

I'e y 4.2

M *

A 1

I 1
Ma 1

4 i1 ) 4

A 3.0 4. X
Septe 3.00 4
Novemt 7 3.50 2 )

Decer 3.0( % ) | 3.2 %

Average| 3.750, 3 89 887, 3.18 s 3 8
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WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA 109.—11. ANTMALS AND MEATS
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Derartvest oF Lanovr, Canana. -
Wihoresare Prices, 18001909 ; Tape No. 24

WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1800-1909. —11. ANIMALS AND MEATS.— Continued.
PORK : HEAVY CANADA SHORT CUT MESS,

Prices per barrel, at Montreal, Que., on the first market day of each month ; quotations from 7% Canadian Journal of Commeree

| -
Month. | 1500 1801 | 1892 | 1893 | 1894 | 1805 1896 1897 1898 1899 1900 1901 1902 1903 1904 5 1906 1907 1908 ‘ 1909

|

$
January.. 14.00- 1

s 8§ 8 | | 8 s | 8 | S | s | 8| s s | 8 | | s s | s | s |8

14.75-/20.00 17.00~| 15.50- 13.50- 11.00-
[15.00 1 15.00 |21.00-18.00 | 16.00 12.00
February. 13. 75-122.00 17.00-| 15.50- 13.50- 11.00-

4 25 (23.00- 18.00 | 16.00 14.00 12.00
March 16.50~{23.00 15.75-| 14.00- 13.50- 11.00-

| 00 |24.00- 16.50 | 15.00 | 14.50 12.00
April . ... 15.00- 16.50-[16.50-(22.00 15.00-| 14.00- 14.50- 12.50-

00-| 24.50~
00
.00

INANLAVAAd

13.00 S
12,50~ =
13.00 ~
June 17.00 17.00-(16.25-(21.00-|18. 13.00 -
17.50 [16.50 '22.00 14.00 =z
July.....[17.50 16.50-16.50-121.00-18 | 13.50- =
18.00 17.00 [16.75 122.00 |19 14.00 -
August . . [17.50- 17.00-/16.75~ 21.00- 18 14.50 e
18.00 [17.25 [17.50 21.50 19. 15.00
September [17.50-17.00-16.75- 21.00- 19 15.00-
|17.25 [17.50 21.50 20 15.50
October . 17.50-(17.00-|16.50~23.00 |21. 16.00
18.00 '17.25 117.00 22.
November 17.50-17.00~ 16.50- 24.00- 19 16.00
18.00 (17.25 17.00 25.00 20.
December 16.00- 16.00- 16.50- 18.00- 16 16.00 Y .
6.50 '16.25 18.00 20.00 17. 16.50 | 15.50

Average.. 16.220 16.666 16.562 21.770(18.052 15.533 12.312 13.770 16.354 15.562 18.020 19.437 23.000 22.145 17.958| 19.021 21.687 23.312 21.916 25.58

Depainruesy or Lismaes Cuvona
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4.50
3. 50-
4.50

00

E

CANADA

15 1806 89

ANIMALS AND MEATS

SHEEP, EXPORT EW}




WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA,

Price per Ih., in Montreal, Que., on the first market day of each month ;

Month. |

1800 1891 1892 1803 1804 1805 1506 ;n.«--f

— _— |

| ets. | eta.  ets.  ets | cts cta cta cta
Janusry . (104114 10-12 9310 11-12  9-10 849
Frbnnnr\‘ 12-14 1012 9-10 11-12  8-10 830
March. .| 14-16 8-10
Aprnil i
May.....|.
June...
July.....|
August ’
Rm'mbw“ . ‘ !
October. . .
Nov'mber 9-04 9-9% 9-10 99} 89 89 89 79
December 0-9§ 93-10 0-10 993 89 Ty—syl 7 79
Average. 11.50010.250 9.562110.375 8.900 £.500 | 7.687 &.437

1890-1909. —11

TURKEYS.

1898 1899 1900
el cts ‘ts
94 w9 9

9410 103104 9410
i 1 9-10

95-10 | 9410 &9
8-8% | 849 8-9

9.400 9.825 9.050

DEPARTMENT OF

WihonesaLe

ANIMALS AND MEATS

1901 1902 1903 104
cta ots ots ots
89  10-104 14-) 1516
8-10 12-13 14-1 14-15
8-10 | 12413 184-144

13 -144

9411 | 1213 12-13 | 1418
89 (12§13 | 12-13 | 14-18
9.050 12.100 13.500 14.625

quotations from Phe Mowtreal Gazet's

Lapovk, C'axana

Prices, 1500 199 ; Tante No. 26

Continned.

1908 1907 190N T

s cts cta ets ota
14416 12215 12414 | 12-14 1819
12-14 12214 | 13411 14418 1TR-18%
14 -14% 1214 | 13814 12415 1718}
14-18 1213 144-15 16-17

15 12-13% 10-13 123-13 ' 16-17
14.450 12,050 |13 350 13.562 | 17.550

08

TINvVIAd

\

I

daogy

Devanruevr o

Timnes .




ATS. —Contimmss

1590 1909 II. ANIMALS AND M}

= WHOLESALE

Price, per ewt., at Toronto, Out., on the first market da

" . 1906 07 S 1909

1895 | 1806 | 1897 18u8 899

1890 | 1891 | 1892 1803 1804

-
-
11







28
29
30
31
32

TABLES

ITT. DAIRY PROI

Butter, creamery prints
Butter, dairy solids
Cheese, western coloured
Eggs, storage

Milk, f.o.b., Montreal, Que




Mouth.
January
February
March.
April. .
May
June..
July.
August
September
October
November. ...
December .
Average

.
DerarTvesT oF Lasour, CANADA.

Waorgsare Prices, 1590 1909
WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890 1909, -111. DAIRY PRODUCTS.
BUTTER : CREAMERY PRINTS.

Price per pound at Toronto, Ont., on the first market day of each month ; quotations from The Toromto Globe.

nm
1891. ! 1892,

1890. 1893, | 1894, 1895, | 1806.  1897. 1898, | 1809, 1900, 1901 1902 1903, 1904. 1905, 1906 1907,
| |
e S I S S, N
I Cts. | Cta. | Cta. | Ctn. | Cta. Cts.
23 -24 21-23 | 21-22| 19 2020 -21'20
..j23 25 b |20-21 | 21-22 19-20 20 -21 20
21 22 22-24f 26 | 24 2’-‘; 94 1416 | 2022 2021 22 %
20 ‘ 21-22 | 22-23 1921 22 20
19 2 [17-18 1920 18 18
18 16 175: 16-17 1617 17 164
17-18 | 1516 16-17 17 1817
17-18 2 | 22 | 23 2223 | 19 | 16-1% 17-19174-19
16417 24 ;21 ;'." 3 1:.'.’3 2122 11819 1920 20 22 -23 | 25242020419 20 | 19-20 19 2223 2835 BN
18 19 21-28( 2294/ 25-2623-24 21-22 | 18-20 19-20 20-21 224-23 | 22-2321-21419 -20 | 21 | 1920, 22-23, 24 25/ 24-2
o3 ‘ 4 - 25962223 | 22 | 1820 20 | 192022423  23-2420-2) (20 -21 | 21-22 19-20 2223 25 26| 28-30
0 -23 o ' ‘ '

L 120229 23291 23375, 24 041 22°270 19 895 19 083 19° 041 19 604 20
s g,

| 25 [23-23421-22 | 1920 4 2022 -23 23-2420-22 123 -2¢4 | 21-22 -2 233

354 22260 21083 21 041 21125 19625 22 T8

1908

Tasre No. 28,

23620 20416 27 000 25 37

]

"

T108VT A0 INARLAVI AT

DerarrwestT oF Lanorr, Caxana




Price

WHOLESALI

PRIC

per pound at Toronto

] S <. 1893
8 141 4 -18 I v
18 18 0 18 -21
19 18 -19 17 -19 2 2
1 1 17 -19
15 14 1 '

sl 14 15 1 -

' 1 1¢ R
' 6 1 7419 -2

14 -16 17 -19 2
30, 7Y 864

ES

t

(

1101 A




Month

Feb.
March

April
May
June
July

August
Sept.
Uct
Nov

D

Average

WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA,

CHEESE

Price per pound at Montreal, Que., on the first market da

|
180, 1896 1897
Ct « «
w7 104
10 83 8§ 1
910 8§ 9 4
W10 10 104
5 8 10 10
7 6 8 8
-1 T 8%
79 8L 87 93 92 8}
8 108104 92 9
9 o 100 8§ 8
9 104 8
S 880 N 541 952 8 3

e r————

1890-1909.—111

WESTERN COLOT

1893, 1899 190

Cts ’
8 10 s
S 1141 1
) ! 1

Mg 8 W 8
74 97 9310410
84 niug n
" 11 1
4 13141

of each month ; quotations

Devartaent o 1

WHoLESALS

PRODUCTS

19 1904
Cts Cts
12 10

104 134 9410
14134134 10
124
107 104 8§ 8

10 s

1 ’
10 9% 104
72 930

from 7

Price 1890 1%

Continued.

™0 1906
( Ct
1
12413 -1
1ngn -1
9111512
141151
1y 12
1
113]12¢
12
M 12 567

g, CaNADA
% : Tasre N 0

Montreal Gazette

1907 1908 | 1909

o8

INAWINVdAA

10

H08VT




Dx ME I R Caxa
el ; SO0 1909 : T g N 1
WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890-1909.—111. DAIRY PRODUCTS ¢ vied
EGGS : STORAGE
Price per dozen in case lots at Toronto, Ont., on the first market day of ea nonth uota fron 7 (
Month. | 1890. | 1891 1892, | 1893 S04, | 1895 Xt 897 U " " 04 " o "y
Cts Cts ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( ( (

Jan 15 19 4 19 20 1 1 1 v G 4 5 8 4 .
Fel 6 1 ) 20 1 2 -1 8 i 4 5 "= p
Marel 15 17 17 19 2 8 8 ! . ) % .
April 17418 12 12 1 ) | " 8 - 19 :
May 10 -104 12 14 141113 12 10411 K g ” .
June 13 2 104 1 I ) 04 9 ( ' 84 .
July » B-10 11312 1041 ¢! 18 . <
August 17 12 1512 11 -114/10 104 1 ( ' 3 S
Sept 164-17 1 1 2 | 8 ) 8 » 18 .
Oct 18 -19 13 134 14 16 14 0 X " “
N 20 -21 15 1 '
De 0 14 -1 801 i [ 8 "
Average 15979 15 13-593) 14729 S 1| 12 i i ' 3 1514 890 14 854 8 "




WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890-1909 III. DAIRY ODUCTS
I 'R} | I
Price per gallon on the first market day of cach mont juotation 1pplic Guaranteed M { nany and t Montrea
Milk Pr \
Montl 1800, | 1991, | 1802, | 188 . "
( (

Jar ¢ f J
Februa . -
M 1 1 <
o

Ma r | 1 A
Jun

Tuly




TABLES

| 33. Codfish
33. Haddock
33. Halibut
33. Herring
3. Lobsters, canned
33. Mackerel
34. Salmon, B, C., (canned)

| 35. Salmon trout (fresh)
1 36. Whitefish (fresh)
|

£9
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WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 189 09.—1IV., FISH-—(

SALMON TROL

Price per pound at Toronto, Ont n the first urk




Price. per pound at

Montt

WHOLESALE PRICES, (

mto, Ont n the first

' v »
o7 7L 0
06 07 07 08
0 07 06 07 7
07 ( 7 S 1
o7 ¥ “ (

ANADA R90-19 v FISH —( tded
WHITEFISH (F
na lay u h 10ta 7 Ca lian

1

INTRN




v

OTHER 1
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
5¢(
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
6
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69

71

TABLES

00ODS—GROCERIES, FRUITS, VEGETABLES, ET¢

Beans, hand picked

Biscuits, soda

Chocolate

Cogee, Rio No. 7

Coffee, santos

Cream of tartar

Flour, str