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STATISTICAL ABSTRACT.

1. School Sections.

Total No. of School Sections, 1877. 
« «« 1876

1770
1754

Increase, 16

No. of School Sections having no School during anv portion of the
year, 1877........................................................... '...........................

No. of School Sections having no School during any portion of the 
year, 1876 ................................................ .........................................

Decrease..............................................................................................

>

EDUCATION REPORT,
1877.

Education Department,
Halifax, February, 1878.

To the Honorable the Provincial Secretary,

I beg to submit for the information of His Honor the Lieutenant 
Governor, the Annual Report of the Education Department for the 
year ending October 31st, 1877. As the year whose educational opera­
tions are herein recorded, terminatec| prior to my appointment to the <__.
office of Superintendent, I am not in a position to offer extended com- 

’ments and suggestions in conformity with antecedent usage respecting the 
various departments of this important public service. No pains have 
been spared to present the Statistical Abstract, and the Tables from 
which it has been condensed in an intelligible form, so that all who are 
interested in the education of the Province may have placed before them 
a summary view of its condition, so far forth as numerical results and 
camparisone can exhibit it. These statistics will be rendered additionally 
instructive if studied in connection with the Supplementary Reports of 
the Prin:ipal of the Normal School^ and of the Inspectors of Schools 
for the various Counties :—
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EDUCATION—SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT.

2. Schools and Pupils. Fi

No. of Public School» in operation,

Winter Term, 1877 1731
Do. 1876 . 1594

Increase, 187 «5\
Summer Term, 1^77, 

Do. 1876.
1871
1744

Increase, 127 Nt
&

Pupil» Registered,—

Winter Term, 1877. 
Do. 1876.

W

80788
77593

Increase, >8195 Su

Summer Term, 1877.... 
Dd. 1876. . .

Increase..............

The Tear Soys-----
Girls,,...

,88941
.82064

•Z

1807
Act

,54738
,46972 Wi

Total, 1877. 
Total, 1876,

Increase

,..100710
...04162

6648 Sun

Proportion of Population Bogirttred in Mil &***,—
1Winter Term, 1877 lints 

1 in 6.6 
1 in 4.6 
1 in 4.7 
1 in 3.9 
1 in 4.1

No, of Pupil. daily promt at Public School» on an average for the time in 
Station:—

Do. 1876 Ola,
Summer Term, 1877 

Do. 1876 
Thi Tub, 1877..

Wi,

1876

Winter Term, 1877 .46380
,44686Do. 1876

Xocreue........

Summer Term, 1877. 
Do. 1876

1794
Swn

,47000
,46161 Win

Increase, 839



Female.

VTeHn Average,—

Winter Term, 1877
Do. 1879 •X

I Increase,

Summer Term, 1877 
Do. 1876,

N°. of Pupils daily present per 100 Registered,—

Winter Term, 1877
Do. 1876

Increase....

Summer Term, 1877 
Do. 1876,

>

Increase,

8. Tiachxbs Employed.
Academic Grade,—

Winter Term, 1877 
Do. 1876

Increase....,

Summer Term, 1877...........  94
Do. 1876........... 58

Increase....

Glass First, mm

Winter Term, 1877,
Do. 1876.

Increase.........

Summer Term, 1877,
Do. 1876.

Male.
27
21

6

1

270,
269.

16 Increase,

244
216

28 Increase

Second Claes,

Winter Term, 1877. 
Do. 1876,

Increase.........

/
269,
236,

28 Increase.

EDUCATION—BUPKBIHTEirDKNT’a BKPOBT.
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Summer Term, 1877. 
Do. 1876.

200,
179

Increase, 21 Decrease

Clots Third,—

Winter Term, 1877. 
Do. 1876.

212
216,

Decrease, 4 Decrease,

Summer Term, 1877, 
Do. 1876.

IncreaseDecrease.

Total No. of Teachers employed,—

Winter Term, 1877.
Do. 1876.

768,
783

Increase, 36 Increase,

646Summer Term, 1877 
Do. 1876. 622

Increase. 23

Total No. Licensed Teachers and Assistants employed,—

Winter Term, 1877............................................................
Do. 1876..................................... ................ ..

Increase,

Summer Term, 1877, 
Do. 1876,

Increase.

1000
955

45

1266
1205

61

1829
1740

89

1947
1881

66

xii EDUCATION— BüPBBINTKIDENT’B EXPORT. T

Rec
Pai.

TotK

No.
< > Nd'.

Amo

Tf

*
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4. Salaries op Teachers.
•Thi

mp«a<
Bed

Received direct from Government,
Teachers of Public Schools, by law, 1877 
Total direct from Government, 1876....

Increase ...........................................

«147574.14 
„ 134880.18

Bali$12694.01
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T EDUCATION—SUPERINTENDENT’» REPORT. xiii

Received from Trustees of various Sections,—* 
Paid to Teachers by Trustees, per agreement—

)

l
1877 $288601.17

285569.191876i

Increase, $3031.98

Total : Direct from Government, 
Prom Trustees.........

: «147574.14
■288601.17

K;

Total 1877. 
“ 1876.

«486175.31 
420449 82

Increase, 15725.99

6. School Houses.

No. of School-houses built during 1877.................................
No. in course of erection, Oct. 31st, 1877..................... ! ] ] ]
Amount voted for building purposes at meeting Sept., 1877,

76< >
58

$32179.00

6. Summary of Goyermknt Expenditure in Public Schools.

Common Schools, 1877 ,$147574.14 
. 184880.18Do. 1876

Tf
Increase 12694.01

County Academies, 1877 .$ 6600.00 
. 6510.00Do. 1876

Increase........... ............................ ..................................

Bonus to Teachers of Grades :—A. and B. of 5 years service, 1877 • 2780.25
®°- do. do. do. 1876 . 6046.36

$ 90.00

Decrease .2266.10
*

Inspection of Schools, 1877 14061.69
18760.57

*•
Do. 1876

Increase 801.12

'he sources from which Trustees derive funds for the payment of Teachers 
the relative amount from each for 1877. will he seen from the followin

Salaries 
g etate-

8 6600.00 
106832.7.'! 

1176168.44

Wf8601.17

Paid to Trusters of County Academies by Government.........
Received by the Trustees from the County Assessment Fund 
Balance assessed within the several Sections by vote of rate-payers

1
m



Examination of Teachers, 1877 
1876.

3070.54
2572.77Do.

Increase. 497.77

Miscellaneous, 1877. 
Do. 1876

4688.76
10626.73

Decrease. 5937.07
C"' •' '

Government^ Expenditure not assignable to Counties, 1877 
do. 1876

7759.30
13199.50Do.

Decrease. 5440.20

Total Govt. Expenditure in aid of Public Schools. 1877 
« Do.

178775.38
173396.551876

Increase. 5378.83

7. Summary of Local Expenditure in aid of Public Schools.

Debts of previous years paid off,
Do. do.

1877. ....$18538.48 
.... 18053:271876.

Increase. 485.21

Teachers and Assistants, 1877, 
do. 1876

.$288601 17 
285569 19Do.

Increase. 3031.98

Interest on borrowed money, 1877 12785 41 
11766. 23Do. 1876

*
Increase 1019 18

Purchase and Improvement of Grounds, 1877 10243 51 
6184 84Do. do. 1876

Increase, 4058.67

Government Expenditure assignable to Counties, 1877 
Do. do. do. 1876

... 171016.08 

.V. 160197.05

Increase 10819.03

Fuel,
Do.

Comm

Misce \
1

Total
]

Total

]

(
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EDUCATION—SUPEBIHTCrSK* l’g RSPOBT. XT

6.08 Repairs on School Houses and Out Houses, 1871.,. 17928.82 
12298 59

17.05 Do. 1876

9.03 Increase. 5625.23

New School Houses and Out Houses, 1877 S 26866.51 
. 46528.19

0.54 Do. 18762.77
Decrease 21661.6817.77

l

I School Desks and Seats, 1877. 
Do. do. 1876. 5004.36

4204.31
18.76
16.73

9$.Increase 800 0517.07
School Books and Apparatus, 1877 6794.10

6008.53
Do. 187619.30

19.50 Increase
7* > 785 57

10*20
Fuel, 1877 
Do. 1876. 26311.10

20605.55'5.38
16.55 Decrease

294.45
r8.83

Insurance on Spools, 1877
1688.32
4823.39.

Do. 1876

Decrease.
8185 078.48

3.27
Commissions to Secretaries 'of Trustées, 1877 

« Do.

Increase

12088.78
9421.84.

5.21 1876

2617.44l 17
) 19

Miscellaneous, 1877... 
Do. 1876...

Decrease'......

10687.42-
18155.64

1.98

7518.22) 41
V 23

Total Expenditure for Public Schools, 1877
$431882.98 

• 446619.07
Do.» 18 1876

Decrease.
14286.09I 51

l 84
Total indebtedness of Sections at close of year, 1877

•9181838 82
• 182634.14.

* 91295.32

8.67 1876

Decrease,



F
XTi EDUCATION—SUPEBINTENDENt’s HEPOBT.

' 8. Total Expenditure pob Public Schools.

Government, #178775.88 
. 481882.98Local

Total 1877, 
“ 1876. •610168.86 

, 619015.65
Decrease................ ......................................

Sources of Funds to meet this Expenditure :
Legislative Grants....................................................................... ..........178775 88
Assessed on Counties by Law......................... ........................ '..*."*.'..*..106882 73
Eaisedi or to be raised within the Sections by vote of rate-payers... 324650 25

•8857.26
*1 X

610158 86

9. Educational Expenditdeb op Nota Scotia.
Portion m14 by 
Got. of N. 8. 

•178775 38 
5041 00 
6750 00 

14700 00

Public Schools..................
Normal and Model School.
Special Academies...........
Colleges........................ ...

•610158 36 
. 10162 30
- 11886 00 
. 49427 70

>

Total, 1877.. •681134 36 
717274 58

•204266 88 
194605 551876

Decrease. $ 86140 22 Increase........ • 9661 33

, 1 «“not conclude without placing on record my sense of indebtedness 
for Halif c at8e“taace to ®*nkle Condon, Esq., Inspector of Schools A

Trusting that during the current year I may be enabled to obtain by 
yisiting the more important educational points of the Province, and by 
intercourse with Inspectors, Commissioners, Teachers, and the people 
generally,, an adequate practical knowledge of the condition, working 
and needs of the system committed to my change.

I have the honor to be,

PUI

Your obedient servant,
DAVID ALLISON,

Chief SuperintemlenL
•Ï
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ï 75.88 
582.98

158.86
)15.65

357.26
*1 -i

75 88 
82 73 
60 25

58 86

75 38 
11 00 
50 00 
00 00
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i
t POOR BEOTIONB—SPECIAL COUNTY AID.

?
TABLE XV.

>
nty Assessment paid to these 
and above the ordinary allow-

Names of Counties and Sessional 
Districts.

\
SummerWinter Term.

> Annapolis, County of 
Antigonish, “

$ 142 55 
73 05 

175 69 
133 40 
130 52 
87 63 
21 95 
70 18 
16 97 

135 00 
31 36 
75 94 

273 21 
203 50 

t 94 41 
57 87 

138 49 
147 19 
95 91

$ 71 $ 317 26 
134 75 
242 79 
274 48 
204 83 
141 48 

60 72 
104 04 
42 25 

283 17 
71 38 

164 29 
547 21 
865 77 
171 32 
109 74 
273 72 
395 39 
195 81

70
Cape Breton, “ ...........
Colchester, “ ...........
Cumberland, “ ...........
Digby, District of...................

Clare, “ * ...................
Guysboro, “ ..................

St. Mary’s, District of....
Halifax, County of........
Hants, District of East....

“ “ West......

10
08

95
77
86
28
17
02r
35

Inverness, County of..............
Kings, “ ...............
Lunenburg and N. Dublin..
Chester, District of...............
Pictou, County of..............
Queens, “ ...............
Richmond, “ ...............
Shelbdrne, District of..........

Barrington, u ..........
Victoria...................................
Yarmouth, District of...........

Argyle, “ ...........

27
91
87
23
20
90

6 06 6 06
15 38 

115 80 
18 62 
42 54

45 17 
187 46- 

61 12: 
87 14

Total 1877. 
“ 1876.

2303 12 
2195 89

2204 28 
2329 14

4507 35 
4525 03

Increase. 
Decrease

207 23
124 91 17 68

K

Number (of 
these Sec­

tions having 
Schools.

E I8*
I

24 82
10 11
34 16
23 25
18 13
13* 10

8 7
4 4
3 6

21 23
6 8

10 14
42 44
17 28
13 11
5 7

23 27
11 16

1716
1
2 5

14 16
4 7
5 6

322 852 
304 355

18
3
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466 00 
200 26 
481 06 
449 98 
242 94 

64 00 
159 02 
297 44

29
57
37
77
42
48
75
78
66
88
99

6481 72 
6506 75

>

1

t

X

25 03

1 by Government to­
wards ereetion of School

Winter j Summer 
Term. Term.

50 00 
16 00

80 00

300 00 300 00

30 00

366 00 
331 00

410 00 
396 30

35 00 13 70

SPECIAL GOVERNMENT AID.

TABLE XVI.
SPECIAL GOVERNMENT AID TO POOR SECTIONS.

Paid by Government- 
and above the ordinary G rants, towards Salaries 
of Teachers employed in 
Poor Sections.*COUNTY.

Simmer

Annapolis... 
Antigonish.. 
Cape Breton, 
Colchester.., 
Cumberland..
Clare............
Digby..........
Guysborough
Halifax.........
Hants..........
Inverness...

Lunenburg..

Queens..... 
Richmond. 
Shelburne...
Victoria........
Yarmouth...

206 91 
95 10 

332 23 
223 92 
139 14 
21 64 
85 08 
66 27 

183 94 
104 80 
432 65 
I t,9 63 
153 17 
212 32 
108 22 
168 07 
23 83 

139 22 
68 00

259 15 
105 16 
148 83 
226 06 
103 80 
42 36 
73 04 

101 17 
181 35 
172 77 
166 82 
196 14 
155 25 
236 16 
151 53 
146 71 
35 33 

159 66 
109 09

Total, 1877. 
i‘ 1876.

2934 44 2771 28 
2697 83 3081 62

Increase.........
Decrease.........

236 61
310 34
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T 85EXPLANATIONS.

>

TABLE XVIII.—Continued. j
PICTOU ACADEMY.

Only the two highest Departments of the Academy Proper are returned here— 
Classical and Mathematical. The other Departments form an-organic part of 
Common School system of the Town.

Pupils “grading” out of the highest Department of the Common Schools, and also 
students from the county who can “ pass" the entering examination are admitted free.

»

A. M. McKAY, B. A., Principal.

INSTITUTION FOR THE DEAF AND DUMB.

(a) Most of the Pupils are free. The amount received for Board and Tuition 
from Pupils was only |399.

(b) For explanation of the method and course of instruction, peculiar to Depart­
ments, See Education Report for 1868, Table R.

(c) This includes 1500 extra grant for Building Fund. Besides the N. S. grant, 
•1000 was received from New Brunswick, and 1500 from P. E. Island Governments for 
the pupils from these Provinces.

(d) This includes the Secretary’j and Matron’s salary, Servants wages, provisions, 
light and all household expenses.fuel,

J. SCOTT HUTTON, M. A., Principal

YARMOUTH SEMINARY.

Thirty-two pupils of the Central Public School have attended the French, Latin, 
and other classes during the year.

LUTHER E. EMBREE, B. A., Principal.

t.1 J
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TABLE XXII.
Education, 1877.Government Grants forSummary of >r$147,574

Common Schools..
County Academies 
Teachers' Bonus... 
Inspectors' Salaries

“ Stationery, &c 
of Teachers.

6600
2780

13,401
660

3070
Examination ,
Travelling Expenses Pupil Teachers
Office Expenses................... .. ........
Special Aid to Poor Sections.........
Normal and Model Schools............

625Normal School 1122
176

5041
14,700

Colleges............ • • •
Special Academies.. 
Salaries Office 
Interest........

5750

165

$204,266 38 
194,605 55Total 1877. 

“ 1876
§ 9660 83

Increase

Sg
g§

8g
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£§
S£

g-



/

ç= i

\
4

>V4 14 
0 00 PART III.0 25
1 69
10 CO
fO 54 
>5 00 
>2 21 
ro oo 
a oo 
oo oo
50 00 
00 0» 
65 55

APPENDICES.
06 38 
105 55

)G0 83

(F



1

ToA
i

1
fort
of J
larg

iug
8

graif iSixt

Id

the

T

the
T

; u
very 
are i 
sessi

open 
of hi

T1
8cho 
year, 
of 8t 
shoul/ Ac
is giv 
recite



7

APPENDIX A.

REPORT OF NORMAL SCHOOL.
To David Allison, Esq., L.L. D.,

Sir,

1,10 following Beport of the Normal School for the Session 
respectfully submitted :—

1876-7 is

fortv thrall 17'lJ,ents cnrolleii was one hundred and fort)-, of whom
forty-three attended the full session. During the Winter Term, from the first
lareTnumber atte”10f Al,ril’ b“.d over on" hundred >" attendance, the

‘ â n J attending at any one time in the history of the Institution. We
Zrn Tt! dn° up tomP°™7 desks and seats, and to crowd the budd­
ing much beyond what was consistent with comfort, progress, or health.
nraï™Nn br?0 8.7,de,nb were “warded Normal School Diplomas,-twelve in 
s l la pel'10-' or7‘?e™ in grade “ Good,” and fourteen in grade “ Pair"
tendance611 rec<!1Ved n0 DlPlomn' the cause in most cases being insufficient at-

wond'">moIPem™I • sdver Medal was awarded to Miss M.H. Loeh- 
wood of Cornwallis; the Bronze Medal, to Miss M. Brown of Truro. 
th,W“;™' t0.m=r=ase the efficiency of the Institution on our removal to 

tEXIÆ8 ™ November, 1878, 1 would offer a few suggestions, 
mvonininn^ ISl"™1?,11 sb°uld be ™s=d “t least to that of grade D. In 
actuX hold «7UW b" ” ! ‘° rfîuire that applicants for admission should

vervnd7tXUJJ«l'Sten,V°6^l,‘tl0“a%Stl,d<!nt!l are admitted at anv time. This is 
Ira unab e tn lt^^o tbe interests of the institution. Those whi, come in late

tb® bcgi'ini”8 ®ftb°

aZthe die®, ?f°gre‘f °fth? otbera- 1 would suggest that none be admitted 
ônenhn d}w °f formal opening, which is one week after the day of nominal 
of h”gh rtandiug °P ”n9 Were made'!t should b» “ favor of old students

Schwl ranlnl!“.®LdaMCL r®1Uired i° r™der a student eligible for a Normal 
vear ia «I th f • should be “creased. Three-fourths of one session, 
of rtnl i?lat/now demanded. If the time has not arrived for

OVer tW° °r tbrce Jrears- one ful1 Mssion> at the very least,

s

,

are to some extent a

or school 
a course

recited or inscribed in the Provincial License. A uniform plan should be

■



I IT

pbihcipal’s bepobt.4

adopted, and, for various reasons assigned in my former Reports to the Super­
intendent of Education, I am convinced that it would be much more satis­
factory to make the Normal School Diploma separate and distinct from the 
Provincial License.

In order to secure full and thorough qualifications to those under training, 
and to give the institution a position equal to the Normal Schools in other 
countries, we require a somewhat broader curriculum. The subjects which 
more especially demand attention are Physical Science, Drawing, and Elocution. 
The introduction of these branches involves an addition to the teaching staff. 
It has occurred to me that possibly our wants in these departments could be 
met by making arrangements with neighboring institutions, in Halifax or 
elsewhere, by which a portion of the time of qualified Professors might be 
given to each, and the expense shared in proportion. Î

I have the honor to be, Sir,

Tours, with respect,

J. B. CALKIN.
Normal School, Truro, Dec. 81st, 1877.

i

4

I



5f? NOBMAL SCHOOL.

NORMAL SCHOOL.

NAMES OF STUDENTS, Ac.

Prow License 
Obtained.

Normal.

Not classed 
Superior 79

Harriet Archibald.................
Mary Archibald....................
Minnie Brown.......................
Etta Berry............................
Ada Blanchard............ ..... ..
Minnie Shields.......................
Clara Kirkpatrick.................
Phebe Cohoon.......................
Minna Killam.......................
Maria C. Killam...................
Bella M. Fowler...................
Clara M. Archibald...............
Sophy MacDonnell...............
Carrie E. Parsons.................
Jemima Olding.....................
Rebecca B. O'Brien.............
Bessie Dowling.....................
Kate McKay.........................
IVJaria C. McKenzie..............
Amanda Norris.....................
John W. H. King................
Marsden Blois.......................
Jonathan Woodbury.............
Melbourne Clark..................
Fred. A. Rand.......................
Harris 8. Condon.................
Mary McKay........................
Amanda S. Hirtle.................
Jessie Patterson....................
Janet McDonald...................
Ellen Dickie...........................
Jannette Archibald..............
Mary Thornp 
James W. Tingley..
Howard Pineo.........
Joseph Beckwith...
Lalia Beckwith.......
Annette Nauffts...,
Susan M. Flemming 
Amanda Hanna....

B.
76

Not classed

Good 59
74
58

Superior 82
80

Good 60
52
71
69i 71

Superior 75 
Good 58

62
«Not classed 
Superior 77 
Good 68

70
71

Superior 76
78
77

Not classed 
Good 52

71X 57
67

Superior 76 
Fair 48 
Good 67

73
68

Not classed

Good 61

County.

Colchester

Yarmouth
Colchester
Shelburne
Yarmouth

Colchester

Cumberland
Annapolis
Colchester
Hants
Lunenburg
Colchester
Cumberland
Colchester

Hants
Kings
Annapolis

Colchester
Lunenburg
Kings
Colchester

Yarmouth
Antigonish
Inverness

Halifax
Colchester
Halifax
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Colchester Fair 37 
Not classed 
Fair 45 
Not classed

Fair 40 
Not classed

Yarmouth

Lunenburg
Colchester
Halifax

Colchester

Cumberland
Yarmouth
Colchester

Good 56 
Not classed

Good 62
59
67

Not classed 
Fair 42 
Good

Cumberland
Colchester

Lunenburg
Halifax
Cumberland
Antigonish
Colchester
Annapolis
Colchester

Inverness
Colchester

Not classed

Good 53 
Not classed

Fair 47 
“ 46

Not classed - 
Fair 45 
Not classed 
Fair 44 
Not classedPictou

Cumberland Good 53
52

Colchester Fair 37 
Good 66 
Good 67Kings

Cumberland
Colchester
Shelburne
Colchester

70
Fair 32 
Not classed

Fair 30 
Not classed
Good 54 
Fair 46 
Good 52 

1 Not classed.
Annapolis
Colchester

Jane Weatherby.................
Bessie Stevens.....................
Alice Stevens......................
Kate Hayden.......................
Sarah H."Rose........... .
Mary E. Whitney......... '
Maud McKenzie...................
Lucy Wisdom.......................
Maggie Blois...................... !
Maggie MacKinlay......
Tryphena Shaw..".................
Mary J. McNab....................
Ellen McDonald...................
Minnie Archibald........
Lucinda Sandeson................
Frederick Blair.............  ’
Rosa D. Bland.............
Bessie Saxton........................
Susan J. Sibley........’ ’ ’ '
Teresa Boehner.....................
Marian Scarle.............  ’
Jennie McLean.....................
Jane Fitzgerald.....................
Firman McClure......... !
Ernest Crosby.......................
John March...........................

9 Shubael Dimock....................
Frederick Murphy ......
lizzie A. Fynu.............!...
Maggie Hennesy...................
Susan P. Fulton...........
Robert Malcolm.................
Alexander Robertson..........
Asa McDonald......................
Mary Kerr...................
Lueila Hatfield.........

:

Agnes A. Hennesy 
Maggie M. Semple 
Rebecca C. Kinsman..
Ida Lockhart.................
Mary E. Kennedy.........
Emma Fulton...............
William Ringer.............
Susan Cutten............. .
Moggie Hislop........... .
Eva McDougall..............
Melissa Sterling...........
Lavinia E. Outlink.... 
Libbie Archibald...........

Normal
Diploma.

SchoolCounty. Prov. License 
Obtained.

NOBMAL SCHOOL-Continucd.
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7FORMAL SCHOOL.

NOBMAL SCHOOL—Continued

Normal School 
Diploma.

Prov. License 
Obtained

Not classed 
Good 65 
Not classed

Frances McKay *...
Alida Hamilton.........
Annie Eaton.............
Cassie Archibald....
Lucy Sandford...........
Jessie Clarke.............
Eva Lynds.................
Annie Cuttle.............
Ellen M. Porter........
Clara B. McKay....
Bessie Eaton.............
Emma Beckwith.... 
Minnie Archibald...
Mary McCully.........
Ada F. Stephens....
Harriet A. Ellis____
Calista D. V.Ellis...
Annie Masters........
Mira H. Lockwood.. 
Alexander McKenzie 
Louisa S. Johnson.. 
Clara A. McCart.
Eliza C. Sibley............
Susan C. McLaughlan,
Nettie K. Hynds........
Susan McLellan........
Emma Archibald........
Eveline Farnell...........
Mary B. Lantz...........
Alparinth Soley,. „..
Emily A. Cox.............
Jane Johnson.............
Sarah Brown...............
Matthias Ryans........
Alexander Hubley... 
Minnie A. Fishier, t..
T. M. Martin..............
Jacob Barnhill............
Angus J. 'Murray....
Henry Slocomb...........
James P. Dill..............
Brenton C. Munro...
Alfred S. Mosher.........
Margaret K. Ervin... 
E. Maude Cochran.... 
Minnie L. Higgins... 
Ruth R. Charlton....
Lelia Crowe.................
Lizzie Tapper..............
Waittie Chute.............
John H. Putnam.....

Colchester,
Hants
Kings
Pictou
Kings
'Halifax
Colchester

j X
Good 60 
Fair 88 
Not classed

Yarmouth
Colchester Good 65
Kipgs 52

64
Halifax
Colchester

Yarmouth

69
65
62

Superior 80j
80I Good 68Kings

Inverness
Kings
Colchester

72
Not classed

D.
* D.

Hants
Halifax

Cumberland
Colchester

Kings .
Colchester
Halifax
Colchester
Kings
Colchester
Pictou
Annapolis
Colchester
Annapolis

Halifax

Annapolis
Colchester
Kings

*

Colchester
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ANNAPOLIS COUNTY. 9

APPENDIX B.

REPORTS OF INSPECTORS’ OF SCHOOLS OF THE 
DIFFERENT COUNTIES.

ANNAPOLIS COUNTY.i L. S. Mobse, Inspector.

. In submitting the Report of the Educational Work in the Public 
T L . ¥,A,'n“Pol;s County, for the year ended October 31st., A. D. 1877, 
1 beg, in the first place, to call your attention to the Tables compiled from the 
A, li. and L. Jteturns, which, on careful consideration, will furnish a vast 
amount of useful information on this important subject.

The number of Sections into which the County has been divided, remains 
as last reported—viz., one hundred and two. It is a matter of gratification to 
be able to report that the number of Schools in operation during the past year 

than m any previous year. The number stands thus

Schools

i was greater

Winter Term...............83. embracing 92 Departments.
Summer Term............. 94, “ 105 «

The aggregate number of pupils attending these Schools

Winter Term.
Summer Term

The number of different children at achool during some portion of the year, 
was 5128, being 1 in every 3.5 of the present population of the County.

The teachers employed during the year are classified as follows ■—

3996
4080

A. B. 0, D. E. Male. Female. Total.

1 28 47Winter Term 19 4 49 45 94

Summer Terra, 1 22 45 27 12 41 66 107

Ten Assistant Teachers 
three during the Summer Term.

Ihe teachers as a whole, considering the difference of class, and making 
reasonable allowance for the youthfulness and inexperience of many of them, 
have performed their work with intelligence and a fair amount of success. A 
tew are to ne found who are not adapted to impart instruction in a prober 
manner, and are consequently a failure in the school room. Some are evidently

also employed during the Winter Term, and
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10 EDUCATION—INSPECTORS' REPORTS.

not “ born to rule,” and therefore find it almost impossible to maintain 
rder and discipline in even a passible degree. These latter classes should 
urn their attention to other pursuits, and make room for teachers better 
dapted to the performance of the important duties which they are required to 
ischarge.
Many of the teachers are evidently improving in power and efficiency, and 

are by study, observation, and well-directed efforts put forth in their profes- 
ion, constantly adding to their stores of knowledge, and to their ability to 

properly teach and govern the school over which they are placed. These 
teachers are becoming more efficient and more worthy of confidence and sup­
port every term. They see and feel the duties and responsibilities of their 
position, and labor earnestly to perform the great and arduous work assigned 
them. It is a matter of regret, nowever,1 that they do not, in many instances, 
receive that encouragement and support, pecuniary and otherwise, from 
trustees and parents, to which their abilities and experience justly entitle 
them. As a natural and inevitable result of this want of appreciation and 
support, some of the best teachers are leaving the profession and entering 
upon other spheres of labor in which their efforts will produce more liberal 
returns.

A considerable proportion of the teachers are 
therefore need help and encouragement not only from the Iusp 
missioners, but more especially from Trustees and Parents. I 
obliged to report that in many instances they no

1
of -1 of 1

1
i
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enfi

“ de 
“ pu 
way 
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ü young and inexperienced, and 
ector and Com- 
am sorry to be 

not receive from parents and 
trustees that amount of consideration and moral support to which they are 
justly entitled. I am not able to record an instance in which trustees have 
visited the school the number of times required by law'. In many cases they 
have not visited the school room even once during the term. The same remark 
is more especially true concerning parents other than trustees. This apparent 
indifference manifested in so signal a manuer, has a very discouraging effect 
upon the teacher.

While the schools have in general exhibited a fair amount of progress, a few 
have done remarkably well. In the case of these latter, a combination of 
favorable circumstances was found to exist. These were—teachers well 
qualified for their work and earnestly, diligently and judiciously discharging 
their duties—regular attendance, good accommodation, suitable apparatus, and 
co-operation on the part of trustees and people. Where these conditions 
existed, the result has invariably been most gratifying, and has amply rewarded 
those sections that had liberality and discrimination enough to make a suitable 
and necessary provision for the education of their children, A failure to 
obtain satisfactory results in schools is directly attributable to neglect on the 
part of trustees and rate-payers to secure the necessary conditions. In many 
sections the illiberality of the rate-payers in refusing to place an adequate sum 
at the disposal of the trustees renders it impossible for th 

, most essential requisites of a good school. As proof of this

Tl
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not so 
ragemi 
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•payers in refusing to place an adequate sum 
ders it impossible for them to secure the 

i the statistics of
the year disclose the fact that $14761.00 only were paid by trustees to teachers 
during the year, which would be on an average about $150.00 for each teacher 
employed. The educational status of the country cannot be expected to rise 
very high without a greater outlay of money.

In the matter of attendance at school no improvement can be reported. 
During the Winter Term, the percentage of enrolled pupils daily present at 
school was about 51 ; while during the Summer Term it was only 56. The 
number of children between Jive and Jifteen years of age rep 
sections having scJmls, was no less than 702 during the Wi 
during the Summer
opinion, one of the greatest hindrances existing among us to the requ 
.essential work and progress in the Public Schools, and will, unie

orted not at school in 
less than 702 during the Winter Term and 626 

Term. This irregularity in attendance at school is, in my 
neatest hindrances existing among us to the requisite and David

Schools, and will, unless some
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lin peopledÜ^îl“"e t0 "Pe"“? i„j„rim,»ly to the beet interest, of the 

educatingfoMheir cMdreoU”th7; P"™1’generally felt the importance
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^medrZ'tB’•|^,,n1fs.?rJ»f»“eh an enactment. The necessity for 
Annapoh, VTeet at thelrV| <'',clted .fr°m /he Commissioners of School! for 
unanimously conned ksf, »eet,m*l’ ti!e fol,owlng resolution which was 
“m3s hacZT^P TEe80,Ve-‘1' that 11,6 Bo“r<l respectfully recora-

ïïïï'rssï? : r,S
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s - „ m! eonnty, and are, I believe, superior to the old Nova Scotia

the'schonf ®rea,ÿ ncede<1, Good «locutionists arc to be foïnd in very few of 
 ̂ted m thi" t'noTT' ,.A !“T ™>rit-r °f the teachers aZotweH 
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tew sltilt001 Vi;itCd/nd oftho 8ffieic"=.V of the teacher empZ-ed 
Clement iv^ j1»1”? h,v0 been opened in Wiswall and Funday Section» In

ïSS9S;F£î--K5woTk6 T0he™yh,tCb™n'ny ''“VT" Perfb™i=T^very^md™abr”moI't of 

years nastÜt mar,ted >?‘P™vement m this institution within a few

deserving’ g'Vea “ S6ctl0n 1 Sreafc «dr=ntage over other sectio,legally

ed!lt™Cl-si0n state that the interest of the people in the cause of 
education is gradually on the increase. Although the amount of progress is
retmertThe,Vm0-'d **' & «“ wh”'8 ‘here i, much™u!e RZl

h ent" . r™ provisions of the law are becoming more generally understood
fncdreTsK 'n ’„yet “nd -nustTe continued .^
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L. 8. MORSE.>y David Allison, Esq*, M.A., L.L. D, 
Superintendent of Education.
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COLCHESTER COUNTY.

D. H. Smith, Inspector.

Sib
I wish to submit the following report, on the condition of the schools in 

this County, for the term now ended.
The Returns show that of the 116 sections in the County, 110 have had 

school some portion of the year. Never since 1 have held the office of In­
spector has there been so much of the school machinery in operation as during 
this year. And were the sections without school provided with suitable ac­
commodations, I feel convinced that they too would have had school some part 
of the year. growing anxiety is exhibited by them to secure, within their 

bounds, school advantages, and, though isolated, scattered and weak, they 
seem willing to make almost every sacrifice to accomplish this end. No more 
healthy sign of the good effects, produced by our educational system, could be 
desired than to see so much anxiety and determination manifested by the peo­
ple to give their children the benefits of the school. It plainly indicates that 
the whole population is animated with the true and proper spirit, that the op­
position, so formidably presented, at the time of the inception of the present 
school law, to its enforcement, has been removed, and that the people are realiz­
ing and appreciating the great boon they have conferred upon them by being 
placed in the possession of such a school system.

The number of sections without a school in the winter term, exceeds that in 
summer by 2. In winter there were 14, viz. :—New Britain,-Beaver Meadow, 
Castlereigh, Cumberland Road South, Cumberland Road North, Springmont, 
Irwin, Upper Brookfield, West St. Andrews, Colter, Kemptown, Murdoch, 
Henderson’s and Bible Hill. In summer there were 12, viz. :—New Boston, 
Beaver Meadow, Little Bass, Folly Lake, Springmont, Union, Irvin, Upper 
Brookfield, Forest Glen, Fort Ellis, West St. Andrews, and East New Annan.

The total number of teachers employed during winter term was 121, holding 
licenses as follows :—

, C D E
0 = 35 ) ,
7 = 8611J120 8Male.., 

Female, 3 43 33

During Summer. 

BCD 
9 15 2
4*51 32 = l£}124

Male..
Female,

The number of registered pupils during the winter term was 5600 ; in sum­
mer it was 5781. The total daily average, for the time the schools were in 
session in winter, was §183, in summer it was 3167. The highest average 
secured in the winter term was in Beaver Brock School, taught by George 
Archibald. Of 43 registered pupils he had an average attendance of 34.6, 
being 80.5 per cent.* of the scholars enrolled. The lowest average, on the 
other hand, we find n the East New Annand School, where the percentage ot 
pupils present, on an average daily, only reached 28. In the Summer Term 
Miss Church’s School, Truro, carries off the palm. Her per centage was

■
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75.14. The lowest in this term was in Miss McDonald’s School, South 
Branch, North Kiver. Of 44 registered pupils, an average of 13.71 was 
ijiade, being 31.19 per cent, of the number enrolled. We thus see the great 
discrepancy that exists in the regularity of attendance of our scholars and the 
interest indicated by the people in the education of their children in the sev­
eral sections of the County.

For the indifférence shown by many parents in sending their children to 
school, much blame is not [infrequently attributed to the inability and inapti­
tude of many of our teachers. There is no doubt much ground for it in these 
m very many cases. Still, many of these teachers, who are considered so in­
different in certain school», meet with the greatest success in others. It is not 
therefore their unfitness to teach : it is because they are unable for the posi­
tion. It docs then appear to me altogether unjust to lay so much fault to the 
charge of the teacher. The fault rests, in the choice made by the Trustees, 
in the selection of the teacher. The ruling motive in the choice is, I regret to 
say, m too many cases, the almighty dollar. The work to be done, or the man­
ner in which it is to be done, is a secondary consideration. Hence the demor­
alized condition in which we so frequently find so many of our schools. The 
school of Mass town section is to the point—a section having 86 children be­
tween 5 and 15 years of age, with property assessible for school purposes fo 
the amount of $52,000. Yet because they could secure her services for the 
paltry sum of $60, the Trustees employ a young lady, possessing little ur uu 
experience, and holding a Grade D license. In a school such as this, consist­
ing as it does of bright, active, intelligent looking scholars, it was unreasonable 
to expect from that teacher anything but failure ; and it was a failure. Now, 
an this case, the teacher is not the blameable party for the demoralized condi­
tion of that school. The people should condemn the Trustees for making such 
an appointment. Were the Trustees sufficiently wide awake to the educa­
tional interests of their section, and ambitious enough to secure a teacher who 
would bring order out of chaos, and exercise a wholesome discipline over the 
works, their school would be one of the very best schools in the County, and 

which would reflect credit on the Section. But for the miserable pittance 
of $60 the Trustees are ready to sacrifice the childrens’ time, their parents 
money, and the teacher’s future success. Out with such Trustees ! Let men

are ready to
VWD rouvuci a null re HUCCeSS. VUC WlCrt SUCrt ITUSte

be appointed who have an idea of the work to be done and who ___
pay a salary that will secure a teacher that is able to do the work satisfactorily. 
In this connection, too, I might refer to the school in Portaupique, where, 
through the action of the Trustees, a worse condition of affairs exists. In­
deed, here matters have reached that degree of demoralization that they are 
about curing themsel ves. . I do sincerely hope that by another year I shall be

a more healthy condition,able to report this school in an improved state and a more _____
with its two departments presided over by faithful and efficient teachers, in­
stead of having 80 or 90 children, under the tuition of a mere youth, huddled 
together in one apartment, capable of seating 50.

I regret to find that in some sections parents have presumed to interfere 
with the enforcement of discipline in their schools. So serious is this evil be­
coming, that it is destroying the order and, consequently, the success of their 
schools. It is high time that the arraignment of teachers before the magis­
trates or police court was stopped. The teacher’s authority must be main­
tained ; and if, at any time, it is supposed that an undue latitude is taken in 
the exercise of that authority, let the Trustees be appointed a tribunal to ad­
judicate upon. such matters. There are some in almost every section who 
think their children never have justice done them by the teacher, and who are 
only too ready to avail themselves of an opportunity to seek redress through 
some civil court. From such, protect the teacher, and let his authority be pre­
served intact in the school.
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? Tj’ rhe P1Ment ech°o1 ye"r has ken one of nnprecedehted nrosnor

£ » »ïïX-0l DZï±a,,d»fF

. and ZpUn“Sg™gan^e“ISCwIS.Zm" godï™' “JF

EFF ?Fa “’Æfes-ü“ ■“■ps.= —“ ïste,ts;
teacher and tonght, and causes tho day to pass smoothly along. g 

New school houses have been erected, or are in course of pmntinn • *l
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three departoientaTn'operation. bCeU<1Uite ******* has, at present"

New school houses are required in Brookfleld, East Mountain, Old Bams
ti„T ST&H&b^£?* 8'adea' M« *« and Henderson's C 
1°,?' 8tirlin8 ■B1oard has been necessitated to enforce the law in retmrrl to the building of a school house in River John Road Sect-inn ti,;0 ; “

Pnnp1? of this section will not be so blind to their own interests
i-iSZ L™i ■■* AK» 11—1.» .1 a.

-K sx m k ■»$? Sïiïisras—ssSïïïïïïTÆ'ïî^’W the dutlea connected with the School PBoLd}
lhŒ^fm^rïtra
payment. It is unreasonable to expect them to do ,„ Beside^ „„m„ , Ï 
tend am requit to trave! t,„ite alii,tance, and aTfrequent’-n^Ld to 
workrf the BoaTlet hfm"’ ” eVCrj day each derotes his services to the

Tti^^^tang more t,Uto what is >at-

*

j

Si
*

pu
31

Re
his

Ed

of 1

Pn
J

trie

brii
flin
up

Ter
that

offictrust that the
fina
Wit

ings
S

Dist

pay*

mon 
are t
&g8D. H. SMITH.Divin Allison, Esq., M. A„ LX. D„

Superintendent of Education. No.

2



DISTB1CT OF CLARE. 15

*

ted»

DISTRICT OF CLARE.

ngs A. P. Landry, Inspector.

Sib,-!—
uld I have the honor to lay before you my Annual Report on the state of 

public instruction in the District of Clare, for the school year closed October 
31, 1877.

Before entering on the subject in question, allow me to congratulate you on 
vour access to the honorable position lately occupied by the much lamented 
Rev. A. S. Hunt, whose demise happened so unexpectedly and at a time when 
his services were most needed to close the school affairs of the year. But, like 
good things in good time, the appointment to the office of Superintendent of 
Education, of a man so well spoken of in the press and elsewhere, can but re­
ceive a general approbation, while it prognosticates an impartial administration 
of the affairs of our present school system. May you, therefore, excel your 

J.........  * ~ " ’ moting the cause of education throughout the

;his

the

rt-

>

18> )iC- / rovince.
In casting your eyes over the Statistics of the different Counties and Dis­

tricts, you will perceive, I presume, that the District of Clare has in school 
matters withstood the hard time as well as any other district. Every year 
brings its share of improvements in the schools. The people here seem not to 
flinch under the depression of time, but keep up courage and strenuously face 
up the difficulties that schools are wont to meet. While there is a slight de­
crease in both the expenditure and revenue, there is an increase of attendance 
over that of the preceding years. The greatest number of schools that 
were in operation at a time in the District, took place during the 

There were thirty-one departments in session during some p 
that term, which gave a grand total of 99,751, being equal to 899 
school the full term. But the Statistical Tables air

àÿ
of

>g

ie

Summer 
ortion of 
pupils at 

y forwarded to your 
office will give ampler information respecting the progress of education and the 
financial state of school affairs, in the District, than 1 can in this narrow space. 
With regard to the number and qualifications of Teachers and Assistants 
employed during the year, permit me to refer you to their respective head­
ings in the same Tables.

School Sections and Houses.—There are now twenty-eight Sections in the 
District, and 82 departments, one of wnich, for want of a fit room, had no 
school during the year. At the May meeting the Commissioners added one 
new Section to the number already existing, and, at the request of the rate­
payers, gave it the name of New Jerusalem, No. 28. It is situate about four 
miles from Havelock Section, and contains only nine or ten settlers. As there 
was no school-house in the Settlement, leave was given the trustees to have 
school in a private room until one be built ; school was in operation three 
months during the Rummer Term. That Section and the Thibault, No. 27, 
are the only ones without a public school-house. Three Sections have build­
ing8 arranged for graded schools ; these are Meteghan with three departments, 
Beaver River and Salmon River with two departments each. -Harlem Section, 
No. 24, to which I have so often alluded in my former reports, has at last put 
up a school-building, which will be ready for the Winter Term.

Books and Apparatus.—The want of books and proper apparatus in the 
schools of the District is the greatest drawback to the general progress of the

>y
of Term.
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pupils. I have several times mentioned this in my reports, and alluded to 
some means that should be adopted to have every school-room provided with 
the necessary supply of books and other requisites; but nothing has yet been 
done ; on the contrary several Sections have lately come to the conclusion that 
such supplies should be left exclusively to the charge of those who have children 
to send to school. The result is no books at all or books that are not adapted 
to a proper classification. In other respects there is generally ample provision 
for the support of the schools. Some means ought to be adopted to remedy 
the evil. The law, it is true, is very explicit and binds the Sections and its 
trustees to penalties for neglect of a necessary provision of books and appa­
ratus ; but as it would involve litigation in many cases, nobody dares to inter­
fere. If the omission was confined only to this District it could easily be sup­
plied ; but it is readily found out that the neighbouring Districts are not less, 
if not more, disregarding the law in that respect, than Clare is.

Registration and School Returns.—The school register is generally pretty 
neatly and correctly kept as far as attendance is concqrned, but not yet every 
thing to the letter. No more than one out of ten bear a daily record of the 
causes or reasons of absence from school, such as a. o. it/., to inquire into 
which and keep correct, it is alleged, takes a great deal of the school time, 
particularly when there is a large number of pupils registered and their attend­
ance irregular. I often find the spaces blank in the register when the Teacher 
has not filled them up ad libitem. The Tables of Statistics in the register do 
not always receive the attention that the teacher should give them. They aro too 
often left blank. This is discovered only after the close of the term, when the 
teacher who has left the Section did not take the register away with him. The 
preparation of the returns seem to be the hardest task that many teachers and 
trustees have to perform during the year. Many of the questions 
less ambiguous, to which a wrong answer, an absurd one, is often set down. 
Beturn B is always the most puzzling and it is very seldom that it is sent in 
complete in every particular. Only one this year was correct.

A wish I have often heard expressed among the people, is that a few days vaca­
tion could be given at the close of each school term, in order to give teachers 
and trustees time to close the affairs of the term and arrange for those of the 
next. If it could not be allowed at the end of each term, it might be at the 
beginning or close of each school year. I know it would receive the approbation 
of both the public and the teachers.

Language.—It is known that the language most used in this District is 
Trench. Out of 28 Sections, 7 speak exclusively the English language, and no 
Trench is taught in their schools. In the 21 remaining Sections Trench is the 
language spoken, and in their Schools both Trench and English are taught. 
Beading and grammar are generally the only branches learned in French. 
English is used in the study of all the other branches. All the pupils learn 
English Grammar and Analysis as soon as they are able to read the lan­
guage.

For some years a kind of league (if I can so 
formed between the members of a certain respectable class of people other than 
French, who have been trying to suppress the teaching and use of the French 
language in the Acadian districts of the Province; and it is in Clare where it 
has been most keenly felt. It went so far as to induce the late Superintendent 
of Education in a letter, to me, dated January 16, 1877, to say amongst other 
things:—“... .1 think the use of a language other than English should in 
“ every reasonable way be discouraged and discontinued and in this way disused ; 
“ but as the law stands, being silent as to the use of language, there may be 
“ serious objections under every circumstance. Discouragement in some way 
“suggested when the cases occur will be found, I think, the most judicious
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“course ”.. “As I said, French and Gaelic should by all means be dis-
continued, but not positively prohibited, as the law now stands”...........“1

“drdp these lines by request.”
I would rather make no commentary on the letter and the lines quoted, but 

1 will be allowed to say that putting French and Gaelic on the same footing in 
the light of use in this Province, is what anyone acquainted with its History 
will not judiciously do. The Acadian French have a privilege to speak study 
and otherwise use their vernacular ; it is, I may say, their prerogative. ’Mori 
over, if it ever were the intention of the Government to abolish the French 
language among the Acadian's of Nova Scotia, why did they not do it a hundred 
years ago or more ? wh£# their number was comparatively small, and they still 
more ignorant of their rights than they arc now. But at the present day when 
-iNova Scotia is confederated with the other Provinces, where a iar»e number of 
the population is French and apeak the language, it is considered an absurdity 
to attempt to suppress the speaking or teaching of a language in the public 
schools ot Acadian districts or sections. If I so express myself it is because I 
know the feelings of the French people, and I foresee what hatred and ani­
mosities a prohibition of teaching the language would produce in the French 
localities it it were imposed upon them.

I have often observed that of two pupils of the same ability, one learning the 
.bnghsli language only and the other both languages, in connexion with the 
other branches ot education, the latter would not, after an equal period of 
study, be interior to the other in the English language, but rather show 
deal of superiority over him in the other branches.
, *.J0Pe 1th.at instead of suppressing the teaching of the French language in 
the trench localities where it does not interfere with the working of the School 
Act, means will be adopted to support it. Although the people of Clare do not 
follow the school law exactly to the letter, yet I do think there is not in the 
Frovince a County where the law is more closely followed. It is at least what 
1 J“d6e by the several Ipspeclors’ reports of these last few years.

If circumstances do not alter my situation, a permanent removal from Clare 
will force me to resign the office of Inspector.

I have the honor to be, your very obedient servant,
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John Ambrose, Inspector.

Digbt, January'9th, 1678,

. SlB-—As I suppose the mam object of an Inspector’s Report should be to 
give a plain, unvarnished account of the Schools in his District, with a view to 
their improvement where necessary, I shall endeavor as briefly as possible, to 
Di>by bird 8 676 ViCW °f the 8t°te °f FrCe Sch<?01 Eaucation in the District of

The number of schools in operation fluring the last year was rather above 
t.ie average,—-that of the summer term was the highest yet attained. Of these,



if

18 EDUCATION—INSPECTOR^ EEPOBTS

8ome were very efficient—others less so, and as it would be invidious to give 
names, I refer to the tabulated statements on this head.

One reason of the inferiority of the free schools in some localities, is the great 
disparity between the teaching power employed, and the number of pupils on 
the register. Now in the best of our free schools, as a general rule, the 
teachers have not sufficient time to attend to the peculiar needs of the slow, 
the timid, and the unwilling. Again, it is a difficult matter in such schools to 
teach good manners, a correct style of language in ordinary use, and propriety 
of conduct. The vernacular and manners of the teacher are often no higher, 
and sometimes even lower, than those of the pupils. Putting the matter of 
definite religious instruction out of the question, these are serious objections in 

eyes of many persons,—but it seems to me, the cure is largely in the hands 
of the rate-payers and Trustees.

But you will perceive by some of the .Returns that over-crowding the Re­
gisters is the index to much of the inferiority of a large proportion of 
public schools, especially in summer, where perhaps some young female or 
other teacher of inferior grade, and small experience and ability, is engaged to 
help the Trustees and rate-payers to make the local tax as small, (and the 
school as inefficient) as possible, so as to support it almost entirely on the 
County Fund and Provincial Grant. I have drawn the attention of our Board 
of Commissioners to this crying evil, and the remedy is being applied.

It is observable that the highest average attendance has been made by effi- 
I ciently conducted schools, and notybMhose1 with over-crowded registers and 

I inefficient teachers. The actual attendance shows that the parents and other 
rate-payers know what sort of teacher is best for their children—it would be 
well, also, if«they could also see that good teachers make the schools most pro­
fitable, in view of the amount to be received from the County fund, by attract­
ing a fuller and more regular attendance. But in too many cases, all this is 
lost sight of at the Annual Meeting, and a parsimonious vote on the local tax 
renders the engagement of really profitable teachers impossible, and in fact 
discourages competent persons from entering, or remaining in, the teaching 
profession.

The engagement of cheap and inefficient female teachers was being en­
couraged a good deal by the growing practice, in some sections, of sending the 
larger and more advanced pupils to the better school in some more far-seeing 
and public spirited section near by. The law has provided that such transfer 
of pupils cannot take place without the consent of the Inspector, and are en­
deavoring to nip this evil in the bud.

The very great delay in the payment of the County Fund to the Schools, 
and now of the Provincial Loan, from the County Treasury to the Teachers, 
as also—under such peculiar circumstances,—the stoppage of the Bonus, is 
having a very injurious effect. Measures we hope, are now in progress to set 
the county matters right.

?A > jo«t

the I
Gra
Gra

S
Sch'

dita
t

Sch<ri

frorr
Schc
regr

It
!

of T 
The

disch
But

tion

ingl

of w 

fitabl

Tours, <fcc., &c.,
JOHN AMBROSE.

, David Allison, Esq., L.L. D.,
Superintendent of Education.
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A. McIsa'ac^ Inspector. j

juaîd’oMd bCg t0 "Ubmit ™y rep0r-t of the Schoo]s of this County for the year •

In the winter tSrm 84 sections had School-and in the summer term 70.
«ride F flin „nr7, 8 Qrad0 ? te;c,lers- 31 Grade C, 14 «rade D, and 8.
«rade it—-in ail 71, were employed. In the second term 15 Grade B, 30 
Grade C, 22 Grade D, and 11 Grade E—in all 78 were employed. j

Since my last report very little progress either in building or improving 
Schoolhouses was made The Yankee Grant Section is the only one that com® 
menced and finished a School-house within the year, and I cansay, it is a ere- 
ditable one. Much improvement is necessary just now in the why of School- 
houses. Many Sections that furnished sufficient accommodate when the 
School law was put in force, should now commence anew. Certain buildings 
then orec ed have either in site or comfort, become entirely unfit for their pur­
pose, while their furniture and other equipments from long use, and perhaps 
from occasional abuse, should at once be suitably replaced. To condemn such 
School-housea, and close the School altogether, as the law would expect, I 
refnt ^ in W°ULd °nl.v ‘mpose the penalty on the children who are not 
responsible in the matter, and for whose benefit Schools are established—and 
not on parents and other, rate-pavers whose indifference to duty causes the 
unfortunate circumstance. The law as it exists cannot onfora/the remedy 
required, unless put in motion hrst by the trustees or some rate-payers of the 
directiona thou®h “ recc"t amendmellt has done, and can do much in that
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But hT™ th d “ T b’ little substantial progress can be expected. 
But how can the services ot such a.teacher he obtained without something like 
a becoming compensation ? It is easy enough to find persons holding some 
inferior Grade ot license who may be willing to undertake the work the sec-
i s v„l„Ce Tb- ;|W-C“ re °"'est ealary is allowed to b= the measure of 
its /aloe. This criterion of competency is so frequently adopted that the 
teachers who ought to be employed, are rejected, and others who ought to he 
receiving instruction at their hands, get the schools, and for the undisguised 
reason that the fatter suit both, because they teach for less. Every year's ex-

of whatever Grade can saiely make teaching his business for life. When they 
become old or inferior they are thrown on the charity of those they so unpro- 
fitably, well served. There are no benefactors of society ns a class worse re­

el the
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compenscd than the good teachers, and should not gratitude, as well as self- 
interest induce society to properly maintain such useful servants, it is but just 
in the public welfare that effective legislation should do so. Higher salaries, 
and appropriate pensions after a certain period of service should be guaranteed 
by law. Let people pay what they wall about the best means to promote edu­
cational progress—it cannot be thoroughly and rapidly effected without efficient 
teachers, and these cannot be secured—if they will, they cannot be long re­
tained, unless there is a competent living in their calling. In previous reports 
I felt it my duty to express the same views, and 
of their correctness.

X am happy, however, to state that the condition of our Schools in many 
sections is highly satisfactory—-only in such though, as see and act upon the 
wisdom of employing the best teachers. We have a number of excellent 
teachers in the county, but as. a rule, they are not kept long enough in the 
same place, to do the good that only permanent employment can produce. In 
some sections where teachers holding the lower Grades of license are preferred, 
I may say, the time of many of the pupils is spent either in repetition or idle­
ness—the knowledge available needing to bo economised, 
attendance of pupils, and the supply of books, «fcc., I am sorry to say there is 
no improvement.

For full statistical information I refer you to the Tables of Abstracts al­
ready forwarded.
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To David Allison, L.L.D.
Superintendent of Education.

(GUYSBOBO’ COUNTY.

Wm. Habtsiiobne, Inspector.
Sir,—

I beg leave to submit for your consideration my Annual Beport on the 
educational condition of this County, for the school year ended October 31st,
1817. ..." ’

There are 88 Sections in this County, in 56 of these there were schools in 
operation during the Winter Term , and 67 during the Summer Term ; and 14 
having no School during any portion of the year. In these Schools there 
employed 63 teachers in the Winter, and f 7 during the Summer.

The Grade and Sex of teachers employed are as follows :
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Males. Females. Total.

Grade A. 1 Grade B . 2 Males.. 
12 Females

22
“ B 
“ C. 
“ D

“ C. 
“ D 

E.

7 41
9 .20
5 , 7 Both 63I

SUMMEB TEBM.

1 Grade B Males..
16 Females.
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“ C 
« ' D 
« E

8 .58
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It is a matter of great regret that the pupils, in many of the Sections, aro so 
very irregular in attendance that the daily average attendance is far out of 

* proportion with the number registered. This was particularly the case during 
the Suramèr Term in Sections No 5, Roman Valley ; No. 11, Salmon River ; 
No. 33, Upper Tracadio ; No. 35, Tracadie (Border), and No. 27, Upper 
Manchester. The number present in these Sections has only been from 23 to 
20 per cent, of the whole number registered. During the Winter Term there 

63 Schools in operation, at these Schools the number of pupils registered 
2918 ; of this number, 1507-15 were daily present at School on-an average 

for time in session, being 51.65 per cent, of the whole number registered. 
During the Summer Term the number of Schools in operation was 75. The 
number of pupils registered 3214 ; of this number, 1652.08 were daily present 
at School on an average for time in session, being 51.40 per cent, of the num­
ber registered. The number of children at School some portion of the year 
4095 ; and in the year 1876, 3957. These figures shew an increase of 138 
children at school during some portion of the year. In Sections having 
schools there were 473 in the Winter Term, and in the Summer Term 604 
children, between 5 and 15 years of age, not at school during the year. The 
figures shew that many parents must be extremely negligent in the education 
of their children. If this state of matters cannot be remedied, some judicious 
measure compelling the attendance of each child some portion of the year should 
be enacted.

It is to be regretted that in some Sections schools were in operation only 
one term, and in some few others—although havibg good school houses— 
schools were not in operation during the year. In some Sections the people 
are very poor and scattered, and the expense of erecting buildings and sustain­
ing schools, together with the inconvenience ot young children attending from 
long distance, doter many from establishing schools ; but as the law makes ad­
ditional provision for such Sections, it is evident that many of these obstacles 
could be overcome if parents were anxious to secure for their children the 
benefits of education.

The progress made in many of our schools during the year has been very 
satisfactory ; but in many others little or no improvement is apparent. There 
are several causes which operate against their advancement, the chief of which 

the constant change of teachers from term to term, the very limited sup­
ply of books and apparatus. and the indifference of the rate-payers in many 
Sections, in not providing means to enable the trustees to. employ efficient 
teachers. In many of our schools, where first-class teachers are employed—^ 
either male or female—and their efforts encouraged, good work iybeing accom­
plished. Many of them, I am happy to say, are labouring diligently in the 
discharge ot their duties. In several Sections a ^disposition Is shown to en­
gage the services of efficient teachers ; but I very much regret that too many 
of our schools are occupied by young and inexperienced teachers of a low 
grade of license, because such can be engaged at a low rate of salary. Much 
of school progress depends upon good teachers, and a proper supply of books 
and apparatus ; but I must say that a proper supply of the latter necessaries is 
but seldom found—with but few exceptions—in any of our schools. Teachers 
justly complain that they cannot advance the pupils without the necessary 
terial to work with. The rate-payers of nearly all the Sections make no pro­
vision for books, but leave the matter to the parents, and many of them are 
very remiss in this respect. During the year—with the consent of the School 
Commissioners—I retained a part of the County fund from one Section for the 
purchase of books, &c.

The Academy,' with the Preparatory and Elementary Departments in Q-uys- 
boro*, have been in constant operation, and pretty well conducted. The
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Academic Department, during the year was in charge of Mr, George II. 
Fulton, a Graduate of Dalhousie College. It does not, however, appear to be 
doing its work to the extent contemplated. The attendance has been pretty 
much the same as usual, principally residents of the Section in which it i»=sit^ 
uated. \

The Graded Schools in Cape Canso and Port Mulgrave, District of Guys- 
boro’, Sherbrooke and Goldenvillo, District of St. Mary’s, have been in con­
stant operation and fair progress made ; the pupils are generally well classified. 
The trustees make ample provision for fuel, cleanliness, and comfort of teachers 
and pupils.

During the year School Houses were erected in No. 4, South Intervale, No. 
17, Half Island Cove, and two in No. 13, New Harbor. I am happy to say 
that the bad feeding hitherto existing between No. 4, South and North Inter­
vale Sections, has been amicably arranged. The trustees of No. 4, South In­
tervale, erected a building in May last, in which a School was in operation 
from the first of J une. Both Sections appear now to be working harmoni­
ously ; and 1 think the present arrabgement is approved of bv the majority of 
the rate-payers. I very much regret that the building erected in Half Island 
Cove Section, was set on fire and destroyed by some person or persons, on the 
night of the 8th of October last ; but I trust that the reward of one hundred 
dollars offered by the Council of Public Instruction, will lead to the conviction

!
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: foof thé guilty parties. The people of this Section are generally very poor,

I do not think, under the circumstances, will undertake the erection of 
o.ther. Four School Houses have been finished in the interior during the year, 
and supplied with seats and desks made after the Dawson pattern.

tool Returns.—The A .Returns in general the past year hâve been very satis­
factory, with very few mistakes. In the B Returns no improvement can be 
reported, many of them exceedingly inaccurate, causing much delay in the 
Inspector’s work. This inaccuracy, I think, is owing to the trustees not call­
ing in the aid of the teachers, in order to obtain a right understanding ofthe\ 
questions. The Statistics compiled from the Income and Expenditure tables, . 
cannot, I think, be relied on as absolutely correct.

Registers.—I found the Registers, generally, neatly and correctly kept. In 
some few the additions were left to bo performed at the end of the term. In 
others the pages for deportment and progress entirely blank.

Upon the whole, notwithstanding our many draw-backs, education is making 
progress in this County. This I know from my connection with the Public 
Schools for the past four years.

In cqnclusion, I beg leave to return thapks to the School Commissioners for 
their hearty co-operation in the educational affairs of the County, ^and hope the 
time is not far distant when these gentlemen will be paid for their services.

1 remain,
pectfully,

WM. HARTSHORNE.
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;e H.

CAPE BRETON COUNTY.A
sified.
ichers

Alexander McKinnon, Inspector.

I Sin,—J II have the honor of presenting my Report of the state of our Public Schools- 
in the County of Cape Breton for the year 1877.

In the Winter Term of 1876 there were one hundred and thirteen (113) 
teachers employed. Of this number 79 were males, of whom 1 held grade A 
license, 20 grade B, 16 grade C, and 42 grade D. Of the remainder 34 
females, 10 held grade C, 10, grade D, and 14 grade E. Last Winter Term 
one hundred and twenty-four (124) teachers were employed, 89 of whom were 
males and 35 females. Of the males 1 held grade A license, 27 grade B, 20 
grade C, and 41 grade D. Of the females 14 held grade C license, 8 grade D, 
and 13 grade E, being an increase of eleven teachers actually employed in the 
Winter Term of 1877 over the corresponding term of 1876.

In the Summer Term of 1876 there were employed one hundred and twenty- 
four (124) teachers. Of whom 82 were males and 42 females. 1 held grade 
A, 20 grade B, 17 "grade C, and 44 grade D. Of the females 11 held grade C, 
10 grade D, and 21 grade E. In the term of last summer, one hundred and 
thirty-four (134) were employed, of whom 88 were males and 46 females. Of 
this number 1 held grade A, 25 grade B, 17 grade C, and 45 grade D. Fe­
males, 15 held grade C, 11 grade D, and twenty grade E, being an increase of 

, ten over the corresponding term of 1876.
In the Winter Term of 1876 four thousand eight hundred and thirty-four 

(4834) pupils were registered with an average attendance of two thousand six 
hundred and thirteen (2613). Last Winter Term there were five thousand 
three hundred and seven (5307) pupils registered, with an average attendance 
of three thousand one hundred and forty-three (3143), being an increase of 
five hundred and twenty-seven (527) in the number registered. ,

In the Summer Term of 1874) five thousand four hundred and seventy-two' 
(5472) pupils were registered with an average attendance of three thousand 
and twenty-two (&022), and liist Summer Term there were five thousand eight 
hundred and seven (5807), with an average attendance of three thousand one 
hundred and eighty-four (8184), being an increase in the pujpils registered of 
three hundred and thirty-five (835).

From the above statement we can readily perceive that the schools are in­
creasing in numbers, and a larger number of pupils registered than in previous 
years, yet the average attendance is poor, which, in a large measure, can be at­
tributed to the .time summer vacation is prescribed by law.

In reference to this matter, I can only repeat what I have remarked in some 
of my previous Reports, that the time of the year at which the Summer vaca­
tion must be taken, causes a very material decrease in the attendance at school, 
as the country people principally can send their children more regularly to 
school than at any other time of the Sommer Term. About the 15th of Au­
gust, just at the close of the vacation, a large majority of parents are, by ne­
cessity, forced to keep their grown up children from school to help them at hay 
making, thus in fact extending the vacation for these seven or eight weeks, 
diminishing the attendance and actually causing a serious loss of school time to 
the scholars.

Trustees think that if the time for vacation were left to their option or ta
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lireuCrartance™fr“kc”li Mty'’ theyt.could|ive.it when •* would best suit the 
into two ports, giving a ibrjght in May at pkutTng^Tme^aLÏ other too 

weeks in August at hay making. In this manner I feel confldent, from the 
knowledge 1 have of the registered attendance at different periods of the 
term, that a much larger attendance could be attained than is now made.

Sections.- d’aéré are one hundred and twenty (120) school sections in this 
County, of which one hundred and twelve (112) had school for the past term.

In order to give an intelligible idea of the character of our sctool eccommo- 
dations, the iollovyng figures are appended. -—v
foltows°—ch00! apartments inthe County-142; which may be classed as

20 Excellent.
40 Good.
27 Poor.
20 Very Poor.

|l

I'

School Accommodations. In the matter of School Accommodation there is 
quite an improvement in a large majority of sections, but it is a matter of re­
gret that there are yet many, too many, very backward. This would not be a 
matter of so much surprise were the sections poor, but when we find Section 
No. 1 occupying an old dingy shop for the infant apartment, it is indeed some- 

to be wondered at.
. .. a°l* 4 departments of Sydney Mines schools received a good coat of 

white-wash, which made a decided improvement in the internal appearance, 
but I understand Irom the Trustees that it is their intention to erect a new 
house at an early date.

New Homes. Little Glace Bay completed a large and magnificent house 
mth two apartments, well furnished with necessary apparatus.

Gabarus at last, mainly through the energy and perseverance of Mr. Samuel 
Grant, finished a comfortable Ita with suitable seats' desks and apparatus. 
Louisfiurg West, Oakfield and Ktfmyton Cove have erected new houses.

I regret to report that the school house of Forest Section, and of Long 
Island were destroyed by fire; the former early this FaH and the latter lost 
Summer, and, painful to say, there is too much reason to believe that it 
the work ot incendiaries.

Apparatus.--A very considerable majority of our schools are prctly well 
supplied with the necessary apparatus, yet there is a great deficiency in mans' 
instances mtoe extent of Black Board Surface, and also in the supply of wail 
Dl&ps.

thing
1

Acudrmy.—This institution is now working well and is taken advantage of 
by many teachers from the country to qualify themselves for a higher grade of 
Intense. For further particulars I would refer you to abstract A and B already

yî remain, respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

a. McKinnon.David Allison, Esq., M. A., L.L. D.,
Superintendent of Education
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HANTS COUNTY.

J. D. MacGilliyrat, Inspector.

Sir,—I now follow up the abstracts and tables with my report based on my 
observations during my inspectoral tour, and on the trustees returns. In last 
year’s printed report by a misprint on page 39, I am made to say : Education 
is not a process of education—“ drawing out,”—but of nurture under author­
ized and authoritive supervision. Had education, where it occurs the second 
time in this sentence, been eduction, then the readers of the report would 
have been favored with what I did write, I had in view the erroneous deriva­
tion of the word education by many educationists from educo. educe re, which 
would give us only eduction and suggests, as the most prominent idea in the 
thing, development ; whereas the idea réally most prominent in education, 
from educo,—educere, educatio, is nurture, training. Successful education 
results in development, but through instruction and discipline with which it is 
chiefly concerned.

Twenty-one sections were without school during the Winter term. Of 
these, all but five, had school in Summer. The five were, Birchbrook, Ren- 
few and East Uniacke in E. Hants, and Ardoise and Lakeland in W. Hants. 
The School Board of East Hants, at its May meeting, divided Moosebrook, 
Sec. No. 37, making Moosebrook, No. 37. and East Teuecape, No. 54 ; also 
Enfield, No. 19, making a new section called Grand Lake, No. 55. The Board 
also changed the boundary line between Mount Pleasant and the Milford Sec­
tions. This change has been the occasion of a great ferment in Milford : but it 
was long called for, was several times before the Board and was finally effected 
by a unanimous decision which had regard only to the educational interests of 
both Sections. Each has hitherto employed only second class teachers. 
Mount Pleasant, which needed a new school house and wished the matter 
definitely settled before it began to build, can now employ a first class teacher 
or probably have a graded school : while the school house in Milford can now 
be set nearer to families from which it has hitherto been located too far to ad­
mit of the attendance of the children which they had to send. The Board of . 
West Hants, at its November meeting erected two new sections in Falmouth, 
viz., West Branch Falmouth, No. 46: and Falmouth Valley, No. 47. This 

was taken specially at the urgent solicitation of Falmouth Village, No. 9, 
a settlement to the West which lies abopt four miles from the nearer of 

the two school houses in No. 9. This school house is now given to these two 
outlying settlements and is to be located between them. Falmouth Valley has 
a school house already which was built some years ago, but has been closed of 
late years. For the formation of this section some families were set off from
Centre Falmouth, No. 10. But families and property sufficient were still left 
to support a much better school than No. 10 seems disposed to keep. • 

The state of the schools during the Winter term was on the whole satisfac­
tory. Compared with their condition at the date of inspection, in the previous 
summer, it was very encouraging But the summer schools of 1877 again fell 
back and presented a discouraging picture. In many instances a much cheaper 
class of teachers is engaged for the summer schools, and, consequently only a 
lower grade of work can be obtained In a few sections however advantage 
was wisely taken of the summer vacation of our College. Colin Pitblado, B.A., 
of Dalhousie, Edward Thorpe and H. H. Whittier, general students of Hai­
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housie, have won golden opinions respecting their educational abilities in their 
respective sections. W. S. Whittier, also a general student of Dalhousie, is 
very highly thought of in Rockville section, which tries to secure him each 
summer. Three Mile Plain was very fortunate in securing the services of Miss 
Jannettc H. Archibald, a Normal School Teacher, grade B. Several grade B. 
teachers wore unemployed during the summer, as cheaper teachers were in de­
mand, and were waiting their chance. Quite a number of teachers are idle 
this winter, and judging from the applications which I have received from 
teachers in other Counties, I presume the same is true in these also.

As the tables show, the attendance at school is far from satisfactory. While 
a fair proportion of the children of the sections are registered, those registered 
make little more than half time. In most cases the attendance was very small 
when the schools were inspected in summer. In the central parts of the 
County the children are withdrawn from school as soon as the strawberries 
appear, and put in an appearance very irregularly until berries and harvest 
gathered. In some sections, teachers found themselves entirely without 
scholars a fortnight before holidays. In other sections diphtheria broke out 
among the children and interfered with the attendance. In the colored Section,
No. 36, Two Mile Plain, the school was closed several weeks on this account.
In others, fear led the parents to keep their children at home, even when the 
danger was not judged to be so great as to call for the closing of the school.
But the principal occasion of the small attendant is, I fear, the inefficiency 
and lack of interest and energy on the part of teachers. An educated, ener­
getic teacher has generally a full school. This fact is not to be explained by 
assuming that it is only the larger and more intelligent sections that 
such teachers. I have noticed that such a teacher as I have just referred to, 
at once brings up and keeps up the attendance where hitherto it was. small 
compared with the number of children in the section ; and that again even in 
such sections, the attendance soon falls off where an inefficient or indolent 
teacher succeeds a good one. I am convinced from what I have observed that 
the teachers generally do not attach sufficient importance to previous prepara­
tion for the days work. Of course there are honorable exceptions. But the 
majority regard study as necessary only in preparing for a forthcoming teach­
ers examination. But this leads me to treat of an evil that seriously inter­
feres with the attainment of the true end contemplated by the institution of 
the common school. Owing partly to the fact that the teaching profession has 
opened up a wide field for respectable employment, partly to the fact that ' 
present attainments only, no matter how or where reached, are taken into ac­
count at teachers examinations, and the com paritively low attainments neces­
sary for obtaining some grade, the Annual Teachers’ Examination has come to 
be the great event of the year in the common school world. Teachers who 
have not yet obtained the grade which they desire, employ the spare time in 
which they are disposed to study in preparation for that event. This stamps 
itself on their school work. Then there is some one, especially among the 
more apt and advanced of the female scholars, in almost every school that has 
the teaching profession in view. Further, and probably owing to the 'want 
of a^ounty Academy in connection with the general educational system in the 
better class of schools, so many are found, especially in the earlier part of the 
Bummer term, who have attendance on the examination in view, that the or­
dinary school-work receives very inadequate attention. The result is that 
success in turning out teachers or preparing for the teachers’ examination, has 
come to be regarded, both among teachers and people, as the grand proof of a 
teacher s success. , Ihis, I regard as a very serious evil. The proper end or 
aim of the Coipmon School is thrust into the background. The province has 
already a school whose speciality ie preparation for the teaching profession.
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eir Ono such is enough. The object of the Common School is the advancement of 
general education, especially in its fundamental branches and stages. Nothing 
should be allowed to divert it from the promotion ot this object. How is the 
evil to be removed ? Different opinions may obtain as to the modus operands 
but it will do good to discuss the matter.

First :—I think the time has come when higher attainments may be required 
of applicants for license. The profession is at present overstocked and we can 
safely limit supply. It is worthy of consideration whether the time has not 
come for withholding examination papers for third class teachers. If the 
grade is to remain, may not its holders be parties who have made a fair aver­
age on the exercises prescribed for higher grades, but have failed on some 
points. 1 am of the opinion that the grand point to which the attention of 
educationists must now be directed, js the elevation of the Standard of Educa­
tion among the teachers. This end cannot be attained by the Normal School, 
however valuable it may be in its place. Education in the technics of the 
profession, which is the main object contemplated by the Normal School, is 
not the main thing wanted. We need a more thorough general education.

Second :—Might it not well bo required of applicants, especially for the 
lower grades of license, to produce evidence of their regular attendance at 
school and of their attainments there, or to furnish a satisfactory record of 
their past educational history. At present, as account is almost solely made 
oh present attainments as shown in working a few prescribed exercises or 
answering a few questions, a few months drill at school during the earlier part 
of the Summer term, suffices to qualify a fairly industrious applicant, whos 
early education has been sadly neglected, for attaining the lowest grade. But 
as the result has been attained by a spasmodic effort, and is not followed up 
by close study or only such study as enquiry into the general character of the 
question proposed, renders necessary for the attainment of a higher grade, 
the educational attainment is only temporary. The mind has not received the 
requisite discipline ; nor has the applicant advanced so far as to be able to ad­
vance herself or himself.reliably by private study, for which he or she has not 
a relish.

By raising the Standard of Education and requiring a satisfactory record of 
past educational progress, we might hope, I think, to reduce the idea of pre­
paration for the Teachers’ Examination from its present dirainating position in 
the minds of teachers ; while the improvement in the general body of the 
teachers would secure for teachers as a class, a larger share of public respect, 
and would help to remove some of the objections now presented to offering a 
higher rate of remuneration. At all events it woula protect teachers who 
have, at considerable expense and toil, secured a good education for themselves 
from the competition of a class who never can bring much credit to the pro­
fession, but will manage to find places so long as they are admitted to the pro­
fession. J

While presenting this subject as one which specially claims the attention of 
educationists, unquestionably, much may be done by intelligent and wealthy 
sections towards the attainment of so desirable a result The offer of even a 
few good salaries has a powerful effect in this direction. Every ambitious 
teacher may hope to be the recipient of such a salary so long as any are 
offered. On the other hand when no paying salaries are offered it is useless to 
expect that educated men will remain longer in the profession than they can 
help. In this connection, I must express my deep regret that our wealthiest 
sections, have latterly pursued a retrograde and unworthy course. The Trustees 
of Windsor, last year, reduced the salary of the Teacher of the High School 
one hundred dollarfl. This year they have made a further reduction of one 
hundred and thirty, and reduced the salary of the next male teacher fifty
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" I0""9,' This cours? is inJ"ril™ to ‘he cause of Common School education 
throughout the province as well as discreditable to the community.
in the a hrf0t I6" 1 !î1Ttn‘SticaVM th™e liave been already supplied ml nauseam,

îiÇï.:ï.!Kïi5erïi:;
• ?.. » H”rrae° »“.v,?oroU8|y expresses in the famous words : montes parturiun- 

tus, noscitur, ndiculus mus. I think experience shows that wheiT statistics
their flnn-eP7h '7 Pfa °r th° c0™Piler? ara not heard in explanation of 
their figu.es, the items are comparatively few on which reliable information 

secured. In the B Bcturns many of the figures are unquestionably 
to them htf Nr t lat n“dltor8 milst he appointed and the accounts submitted 
mittoJ ‘he numial meeting, if a form specifying the items to be sub-
nutted to the auditors, was prepared, and this form or a copy of it forwarded
‘nithM °f Mb ° f7r’ rot,abIe information on the particulars of expenditure 
night be obtained. But at present sufficient information comes to the Inspect-

of exnëndd, m7'Vf "lt 7"dit veV imperfect, and the Trustee, report 
°t expenditure is often made up from memory or by guesswork. What is5oo?h7„::=m^eTr,,te:hestimate of «-W
cmsMors that ot'oo rTrt>,tIl,lt * r0mn, 22x18 “commodates 38. Cambridge 
considers that 22x20 will only accommodate 30. Stillwater judges that 28x18 
affords sufficient room for 00 scholars. .Newport and Douglas finds working 
°!‘7* malX 24xl8: but Unio“ thinks that SO is enough for 28x22°, 

hs fmî,ctil „7; d.B‘;e S0;.28x28- hWlo is gained in the vvay of «tiniu-

he 7 ,rfrat,?n T 80 ™"y p™‘8, may be seen by looking atThe A T?t f t piaCe" ln cth8 c°h,rans rePortin6 8=hool apparatus, &c.

1

4
t

V

ii
t

1:

1
X

*o
4
T
T
3
4

All of which is respectfully submitted,
J. D. MacGILLIVRAY.

P
David Allison, Esq., L.L. D. 1:
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PICTOÜ COUNTY. I)
tiD. McDonald, Inspector.
fo

Sir,—Æ*^5^tÆaSSitiï±r
you great success and much pleasure in the discharge of your duties.
Bov AH H° C/PAeaaMmy,î"fe7ed r0grct at ,he d6»th of your predecessor, 
fiu.nd h'imJrllIltvi; M’ oIn ” our intercourse, both private and official, I 

,, i11, affftble and generous, and in business prompt and obliging,
remT Tw“ n®w schools were opened during the Summer Term, in
distriotand 8ma aectl0Q8 the one in the îorth and the other in the south
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HCTOÜ COUNTY. 20

Schools in operation.—Of the 132 sections, 15 had no school during tho 
Winter, and 10 more during the Summer Term. In the North District every 
section had a school in operation some part of the year, and in the south only 
4 were vacant the whole year ; of these one never "had a school, and the other 
three have been in operation for some years. There were 142 schools in ope­
ration during the Winter, ançt 152 during the Summer Term. These were in 
session an aggregate of 165674 days in Winter, and 15998 days during the 
Summer Term, making a yearly aggregate of 32665| days, being an increase 
of 126(J| days over the preceding year.

Pupils Registered.— There was a registered attendance of 7001 in Winter, 
and 7165 in Summer—yearly total 14166. The number at school for ’ 
portion of the year was 8721. The number of children of school age, 
according to Returns B, is 8029. The number not at school in Winter 
was 1194, and in Summer 897. There were only 44 under 5 years registered 
in Winter, and 101 in the Summer Term. There were 1117, viz. : 682 males 
and 485 females attended in the former that did not attend at all during the 
latter term. In Winter the boys exceeded the girls by 649, and in Summer by 
one only.

Attenda n ce.—The. . aggregate days attendance was unprecedently large in
Winter owing to the deeper interest taken by parents to the mildness of tho 
season, and to the prevalence of health throughout the County. The number 

’of days was 462096, being in excess over the corresponding term of 1876 of 
48429 days ; in Summer it was 409331 being a decrease of 99151 days 
The yearly aggregate was 871427;*, being an increase of 39714$ for the 
The average attendance for full term was, in Winter 3886.39; in Summer, 
3687.66. The proportion of the population at school in Winter was 1 in 
4.58 ; in Summer 1 in 4.50, and for the year 1 in 8.6.

1

It is only by comparing one year with another that we can determine 
position. The year 1876 exceeded 1875 by 1 school, 36 pupils, 727 days in 
session, and 69,732 in the grand total days. 1877 exceeds ’76 by 8 schools, 
1260$ days in session (but with a decrease of 116 pupils) and 38,714 days at­
tendance. Again, 1877 exceeds 1875 by 11 schools, 1687| days in session, and 
lU8,447i days attendance, jvhilst tho registered attendance was 90 less. These 
dates show marked improvement in the regularity of attendunce.

Dipthcria prevailed to an unwonted extent throughout the County during 
the latter part of the Summer Term, in consequence of which the attendance 
was greatly diminished. As an illustration of this, let one instance suffice. 
In one school thé attendance fell in a period of ten days from 85 to 25, and for 
the remaining two months of the term never exceeded 40. Had it not been 
for this cause the attendance would have far exceeded that presented.

The diminution in the number of scholars is due to the villages. In West- 
ville there has been a decrease of 107 within the year, owing to removals in 
consequence of depression in coal mining operations.

Whilst we rejoice that the public appreciate the importance of regular at­
tendance more highly, there is still room for improvement. This progress di­
minishes the necessity of a Compulsory Attendance Law, yet there are in­
stances which moral argumentation cannot influence—cannot "reach, but which 
might be reached by legal enactments.

Teachers.—In the Winter Term there were 149 license teachers, (I being a 
substitute), and two license assistants ; and in Summer 153 teachers and two 
assistants.



Winter Term.

C. D. E. 
26 10 
36 33 10

A.
Males...........
Females... 
Assistants,

2 Total, 67
82

2 2
Totals 2 32 62 43 12 151

Summer Term.

Males.... 
Females... 
Assistants.

1 29 17 3
4 48 31 201 „

2/

Total 50

105

Totals 1 33 65 34 22 .-..155
This shows an increase of 1 A, 6 B, 12 C, and a decrease of 6 D 

pared with the winter term of 1876. In the 
crease

as com-
, . summer term there was a de-

°f \A: 13 D-.w»th ™ increase of 2 B, 3 C, and 5 E. Young men are 
evidently aiming higher,” as there was but three third class males cnm-ed 
during the summer. Of the 22 grade E females employed, ten went up for 
examination in July, 6 obtaining grade D, and 3 grkde C. Those engaged to 
do grade E. work, they possessed the qualifications of the higher grades —• 
In winter there wore 24 young teachers, and in summer 17. In the former 
term 6o continued in the same section, and 41 removed ; in summer 85 re­
mained, and 25 removed to other sections. In addition to the 17 young
during"the previous ferm0116™ e'“ployed who have not ‘aught in this county

ex,—Th j “mo“n‘ Paid by Trustees from local sources was in winter 
«13,380, and in summer 813,671, JL, and $160 for assistants, being an 
increase of $762.49 and $1290^ per term over that of 1876. Total receipts
wvifnn S?"rCCS ®ÏÏ’®9”6’ ? ,dt,cre“'e of ®e59-93- Total expenditure 
faI;7-î'8°munCrC‘aSe ®Jd?'5,L, Indebtedness of Sections has been reduced 
$954.o7. The amount of indebtedness prescribed in the Tables exceed the 
actual amount considerably as several sections have struck their balance exclu- 
sive ot the amount receivable from the Countv Fund for the last term.

Work “‘formed —I cannot report any marked advance upon the previous 
years—progress has been gradual and steady. A general complaint has been 
often preferred ngmnst our female teachers, and I fear, that in some cases at 
least, it is just. It is alleged that as soon as they have obtained a grade Ü or 
D license the height of their ambition has been attained—and all professional 
study laid aside. In a few of our miscellaneous schools, the teachers brine 
their pupils up to a certain point, but “further advance is impossible." There 
is reason to tear that the frequent changing from one section to another has 
some connection with tins stereotyped habit. There must be reading and 
study to keep abreast of the progress of the times. Many of our young 
teachers bid fair to surpass their services.

Very commendable improvement has been made in writing, and a much bet­
ter supply of prescribed copies has been furnished. There is comparatively 
little attention paid to system—the copy is laid before the child and it is al­
lowed to imitate as best it can ; the consequence is disastrous to successful 
progress.

The prejudices of the people and the want of skill on the part of the teachers 
have prevented improvement in drawing, still it is professed by practcie in the 
majority of the schools. There is still opposition to tho teaching of history and

/
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geography in many sections. Many contend that these and similar branches 
can be “learned at home, ’ and the time in school should be devoted to branches 
that can not be studied “at home.” It is much like the argument I have heard 
advanced against “ making children do what is against their inclination.” The 
party affirmed, “no child shall be sent to school until it shows a desire to go, 
nor should it be set to learn until it shows an inclination to do so.” The desire 
and the inclination must be created and cultivated, so the taste for and inclina­
tion to study history must be created and cultivated in the school—they 
not a natural product of the human inclination.

Several teachers complain that they can’t get their pupils to take an interest 
in Campbell’s History of Nova Scotia. My general advice to such has been,—
“ Well, store your oivn mind well with the parts, and present them to the 
pupils in such a manner as will interest and instruct them, and don’t trouble 
them with memorizing the language of the text book.”

Pictou Academy continues “ to do excellent work.” It still enjoys the ser­
vices of A. H. McKay, Esq., A. B., as principal, and Mr. McLellan as teacher 
ot classics. There were 94 pupils in winter and 14 in summer term ; of these,
12 were from other counties, and 48 from outside (tf the town sectio’ii. The 
benefits art by no means ot a merely local characterjbut very general and ex.- / 
tensive. Its students compare favorably when brought in competition with y 
those of any other Provincial institution of a similar character. In the 
mer term 28 studied 1st Latin book, and 22 read Latin Authors ; ] 2 the Greek 
Grammar, and 10 Greek Authors ; 85 French, and 8 German ; 30 Botauv, 35 
Chemistry, 25 Surveying, 20 Navigation, 74 Algebra and Geometry, 43 British 
and British American History, and 28 General History.

The graded schools of the town are doing a good work. As soon as the new 
Academy buildings, which are yet only in “well advanced prospection,” shall 
have been completed, more satisfactory and efficient' arrangements may be 
made. All our graded schools have maintained their wonted efficiency, and 
the highest departments, designated “ High Schools,” have done much in lay­
ing a good foundation for a superior education.

The River John High School Department, under the charge of Mr. James 
A. Forbes, had 70 pupils in attendance, and performed very efficient work.

The New Glasgow High School was divided into two departments, which 
step in the right direction ; but owing to the illness of Mr. Cameron, 

and to the decrease in the number of pupils, the arrangement has been broken 
up and the department has receded to its former position under Mr. McLean.
In the Summer Term there were 59 enrolled pupils ; all studied Algebra, 50 
Gëometry, 7 Navigation, 59 British History, 11 Latin, 12 Greek, 30 French.

The Stcllarton High School, under the charge of Mr. Brown rig,, maintained 
its wonted efficiency. Of the 38 pupils, 13 studied Algebra, 15 Geometry, 3 
Navigation, 10 Latin, 1 Greek, 12 French. In Westville Mr. James E. Mc­
Donald succeeded Mr. Cameron as principal, and fully maintained the standing 
not only of his own, but of all the departments.

Supplies.--All our schools have been tolerably well supplied with the ordi­
nary essential, though many possessed but little more. Owing to the universal 
cry of “ hard times” and scarcity of money, 1 did not press the matter of in­
creased supplies. There are yet 15 schools without a Ball Frame, 80 without 
a Bell, and 55 without an English Dictionary for the Teacher’s desk. There 
is only one (it was opened in July last) without a map ; three have only one 
map each , all the others have the map of Nova Scotia and the Hemispheres.

1 am sorry to say that in many cases the maps and other apparatus, even to 
the school furniture, are not properly cared for by the teachers, and not ot all 
by the Trustees. The Trustees should hold the teacher responsible for the 
apparatus and furniture placed und^r his care. In many cases we find not only

I
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the teacher’s desk without lock and key, tjufc the building open to every 
that choose to enter. Books, &c., are often removed, registers tampered with 
and abused. Such things are intolerable and inexcusable.

The multiplicity of booh has become a positive evil. With all deference to 
the action of our Council of Public Instruction, I must dissent from and depre­
cate the authorization of so many series of readers. The Nova Scotia Series had 
come into universal use, and all our schools had a pretty good supply. This 
series gave general satisfaction and afforded good results. Quite suddenly we 
found “ The Illustrated” and the “ Academic,” followed in quick succession by 
the “ Royal Readers.” In y few months, wo found the “ Academic” and the 
“ Illustrated” recalled, and the “ Maritime” substituted, but not until the 
former had, to some extent, found their way into the schools. Now we find 
some of all kinds in the schools ; classes are multiplied and the time frittered 
away needlessly. It is a serious matter to the county to have a whole series 
of School Books changed, many cannot afford the expense. I have not and will 
not advocate the introduction of any one of the said series, whilst such vacilla­
tion and uncertainty prevail. We may have other changes in a few weeks or 
months. I say to our teachers and trustees “ do not change except when a 
whole class is ready to pass in to another book, then it may be well to adopt 
one of the new series. All those authorized are good—take your choice.” 
More depends upon the teacher than upon any kind of book, how ever excel­
lent, to make good readers.

This variety of readers is reprogressive—destructive of that uniformity at 
which the system aimed, and carries us back to the time when the school 
books were liable to be changed with a change of teacher. Better adopt one 
good series and exclude the others.

Houses.—Three new' Houses have been finished and occupied during the 
year, viz :—in Section No. 28, Hardwood Hill in the North District ; and 
Blue mountains No. 26, and Grant on No. 69 in the south; all are substantial, 
well finished and commodious buildings, furnished with the Dawson desks.
No. 49, Lyons Brook, renovated their building—fitted up an excellent class- a 
room, affording increased accommodation and comfort to teacher and pupils.
No. 22, Head of Mount Dalhousio has a building in course of erection. Six 
Sections have voted an aggregate sum pf $2210 towards building. In two of 
the said Sections the houses are unfit to occupy during winter, and the schools 
of course closed.

The School-rooms in general are kept clean and tidy. There is room for im­
provement in some sections in regard to fires, sweeping, &c. in the winter sea­
son. Trustees neglect to provide for such service.

Interest manifested.—So far as visitation is an index of the interest taken in 
school work, there has been^a growing increase. Trustees made 80, clergymen 
170, teachers 128, others visitors 1449 more than during the preceding j'ear.

In our incorporated towns the schools are placed in the hands of the town 
w council, and a committee on schools is appointed, just as for any other branch 
^ of the public service. As the duties of the councillors are multifarious and 

onerous, itls often impossible to give the time to superintend the schools that 
should be given. It might be well to have a committee of supervision to co­
operate with councillors.

Returns.—Whilst there is general improvement in accuracy and neatness in 
the preparation of the returns, some teachers did not manifest the * same care 
as in the previous year. The trustees’ yearly returns show little if any im­
provement. Something must be done to simplify the document, and obviate 
the necessity of answering the same questions for a number of years.

Amendments.—After a year’s experience in the working of the recent amend­
ments, I can report that they have given entire satisfaction. _
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m which it lies, and not of that in which the owner resides
tofhn B-Jhr re de.terraining °f ‘The timo of tbe «“"""or vacation be loft 
to tbe Board of Commissioners and Inspectors of their respective counties
be attainment.^ ^ i"ter=ata

twrf T|Th.atntl;e lenngth °,f !he sch°o1 te™ sho"]d be the same in all sections
time emni™ 1 fïnT!, “n0 8™de b= paid the same amount for the 
time employed ; not 105 days in some and 111 in others.
„ t,““^‘c^she“”ther!’ ah°Uld be aC™P"lsory Attendance Law, embracing a 

fo/theirservicefC*100^ Commi8s'°"ors should be paid out ot the County Fund

Argumentation in these points is superfluous. Mv views in each have boon 
often presented, and as they remain unchanged, I can merely reiterate them 

Personal—Every^section in the County was visited in the winter except 
Pictou Island, which is virtually secluded during winter. All have been visited 
during the summer. I failed to examine two schools ; in the one there were no
mad°lToo viT“r • °f m“’ tbe ,0tbet T clf>setl on '«ouut of dipthoria. I 

"sits to TacantacctioM-1

121 Schools held public examinations, attended by 
1020 visitors ; 81 c osed without holding an examination. Nearly all assigned
Ô^d W hto^tiont6” 8t,to °f th6 8Ch°0,’0Wing t0tbe Pr°™kn“
tionlf'JtflT'r'Tr173 ?„”didltgs presented themselves for examina­
tion, 87 at the Pictou station, and 86 at New Glasgow. From the manner the 
result has been presented to the Inspector it is impossible to tell how many
bntwhT JffSÏÏi T ” ?amea °f ali who had wrought for a higher graded 
but who either failed entirely, or obtained the same class as that before* held 
are suppressed, the names of those who obtained a higher class, and of new 
arPictou *, 'nhL0b£awed my c ass arTe' givcn- This reports 98 successful, 14 
grmteMiumber^ebtained SSSL. gr°“dS *° Micve h°'TC™r tbat a 

We have now a superabundance of teachers, especially of females. 
hJevilTl a“°“>aly respecting grade B, females, was removed; it
?aL J f d '°"8er,than “ «editable. Grade C is first class for females, and 1 
second class for males What is the class of a young lady holding a B license ? 
As regards grade and remuneration she has been masmUmted, (so to express
qLbfl™atn™;dtmnnmtn.XeS ^ “T “ •*** both a« ^

ha"d. heavily “P°" °«r educationists during the year. 
B^,ne’ lh™“ °f [ho Board of Commissioners for the North 

District, was called away in December last. Personally, I lost a true friend 
and a judicious counsellor—the county lost its most enthusiastic educationist. 
The following minute was adopted and placed upon our records in May.

BAYNE.

must not

MINUTE,IK REFERENCE To THE DEATH OF REV. DR.

t o Kcv* Doc3tor brou6ht to boar upon tho cause. An able educationist, he
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ever evinced an active interest in the education of the country, regularly at­
tended all meetings of this Board, and whether as examiner of candidates, 
convener of committees, or Chairman of this Board, won the regard and esteem 
of not only the members of the Board, but of the public at large. This Board 
is free to admit that Dr. Bayne’s death is a public loss to the cause of educa­
tion, and they desire to put upon record the deep sense they «entertain pf the 
value of his services in the above named capacities. This Board further desire 
a copy of this minute to be sent to Mrs. Dr. Bayne, with an expression of 
their condolence, and a commendation of her and her family to the care and 
kindness of the Great Head of the Church in their bereavement.

| A. W. HEKDMAN, Conv. of Com.

S

it
T

John Mitchell, Esq., M. D., a member of the South District Board, was also 
Removed. Though he did not manifest the same energy and enthusiasm as 
Eev. Dr. Bayne, he was a judicious and very useful member.

Four of our teachers have been called away. Mr. John Stewart of grade B, 
teacher of some experience, fell a victim to pulmonary consumption in May 
last. He was an amiable and pious young man, a devoted and successful 
teacher. Miss Annie C. McDonald, by the same malady in October last. A 

most successful teacher, esteemed by the people and beloved by her pupils. 
Miss Ella McKay, just entered upon her first term in the service, and bade 
fair to be successful, fell a victim to diphtheria contracted by a visit to one of 
her pupils laboring under that malady. And lastly Mr. David Hynde a grade 
B teacher of 10 years and 9 months'service in the Albion Mines Section, who 
was accidentally drowned. He was a most energetic and faithful teacher. His 
widow and large family of little children merit the sympathy of the public.

Let these dispensations stimulate us all, from Superintendent to Scholar, to 
increased activity and fidelity.

Cupid's intrigues carried off seven of our female teachers.
The teachers entitled to the bonus are greatly dissatisfied with its having 

been discontinued without timely notice. They have a right to expect its 
tinuance until the end of the school year. Many entered upon the Summer 
Term and made their calculations depending upon it for that term, and sup­
posing that the act “cutting it off” would not take effect until the end of the 
term. They regard it as a direct and unexpected loss.

1ft conclusion I would say, that notwithsanding the hindrances and trials 
experienced, the work has been progressive, and the measure of success fair. 
We trust that the effects of the epidemic will soon pass away—that our 
schools will resume their wonted vigor, that by the blessing of God the year 
upon which we have entered may be marked with still greater success.

All which is respectfully submitted.
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at-

8HELBUENE COUNTY.

A. C. A. Doane, Inspector.

. ., Tlie educational condition of the County has not materially altered dur­
ing the year. Ihe number of schools is somewhat less than last reported. 
1"1 ™ Probably owing to neglect on the part of ratepayers to provide means 
wantofTultobMo ”S f°r 8UBtaini“8 schools> and, in some instances, to the

The sections not having schools are the following i—Light House Island 
Ensors Middle eiyde. Middle Ohio, McNutt’s Island, East Green Harbor! 
Upper Clyde, West Sable, East Sable, Power’s Brook, Upper Wood’s Harbor 
and the colored section at Port La Tour. The Bret three sections contain but 
lew inhabitants, or from three to six families in each, have no school houses 
and in one only a school of four months. There seems little prospect of 
schools houses or permanent schools in these sections for some time to come 

, Ihe next three sections are more thickly populated, are without school houses 
and without schools. Last year a meeting was called at Middle Ohio, a small 
sum voted towards building a house, a site selected, a few sticks of timber 
placed on the spot, and the work was abandoned. The trouble seemed to be 
unwillingne^ on the part of the people to pay taxes, and reluctance on the 
part°f the Trustees to enforce payment. The same difficulty has arisen on 
McNutts Island; the people refuse to be taxed for the building of a school 
house ortho support of a school. At East Green Harbor where there are 
about sixty children requiring instruction, the school party and the anti-school 
party have been contending for years, and the former seem now to be gaining, 
tor the frame of a school house has been .put up and a small sum has been voted 
for continuing the work. At Upper Clyde where there is a good school house 
the .trustees say there are not sufficient children to form a school. The same 
objection is raised at West Sable. At East Sable the Trustees neglected to 
secure the services of a teacher for the Summer Term, and the house, not be­
ing hmshed, is too uncomfortable for Winter use. No satisfactory excuse was 
rendered for not having a school at Power’s Brook except the frequent 
plaint of “ hard times.” One has been commenced this Winter.

The house at Upj>er Wood’s Harbor was in such a dilapidated condition that 
the Board of Commissioners deemed it advisable to have it condemned and to 
direct important repairs or the erection of a new one. The people, however 
have not yet made any movement in the matter, and seem indifferent. It is a 
large secttoM where about eighty pupils are needing instruction. The colored 
school at Pott la lour is also closed because the colored people being few and 
not opulent, plead that they cannot support a separate school, and ask to be 
united with the white section. To this the people of the latter strongly oh- 
ject, and so the matter rests. , The colored people for more than a year have 
not had any school. J

A new house has been built at Shag Harbor with one school room and a class 
room. It is a commodious structure, is furnished with improved desks and 
possesses many conveniences not found in the older buildings. The house in 
Hamilton’s section was so far completed that a school was taught in it during 
the Summer. It is of goodly size and is intended for the holding of religious 
services as well as for school purposes. This is a sparsely settled section, and 
the lew residents deserve much praise for what they have already done.
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A new house has also been commenced at East Bagged Islands and will 

probably be ready for a school next Summer.
Very little has been done towards completing the house at Charlesville. The 

want of funds is urged as an excuse. The same may be said of the house at 
Louis Head, the work having remained almost stationary for a year.

An addition has reetrmade to the school at Osborne, so as to form two de­
partments. The new room is convenient,- suitably furnished and well adapted 
for an elementary school. The Trustees and their Secretary deserve 
dation for the active interest they have taken in this desirable improvement. 
The school has been graded during the past year, the higher department being 
under the management of Mr. W. F. Kempton, a person of good teaching 
ability, who has been very successful in his work.

The house at McG ray’s section has been enlarged, fitted with two de­
partments and furnished in approved style. The school-is now graded, and, 
under the energetic and efficient management of Mr. John Bobertson the 
head teacher, ranks with the first in the County. The building and the school 
reflect much credit on the Trustees, the teachers, and the people of the section.

At the Passage where the schools have been admirably conducted by Miss 
Letitia Wilson and Miss Maggie Crowell, an alteVation has been made so as to 
adapt,jfche building to three departments and three teachers are now employed. 
In -some Other sections slight repairs have been leffected, the houses rendered 
more comfortable, and the furniture more suitable.

By reference to the tables it will be seen that fifty-four schools were in ope­
ration during Winter, being seven less than the tome term of the previous 
year. Eighteen ..male and thirty-eight female teachers were employed. In 
Summer the number of schools was sixty-three, the highest we have yet had. 
These were taught by nine males and fifty-five females.

The subjoined table will shew the number and grades of each for the two 
terms :—

commen-

Winter Term.
Males.

A. B. C. D. 
2 5 7 4

Females. 
B. C. D.
1 16 9

Summer Term,
Males.

A. B. C. 
2 3 4

Females.
B. C. D. -E.
1 16 12 26

The Wiuter registration shews the number of pupils in attendance to have 
been 2925, and the grand total days 181716, or nearly the same as the 
Winter before.
^registry aqd grand total in Summer is somewhat less, being 2664 and 

The number of different children at school was more than heretofore, being 
3371, making the proportion of population at school some portion of the year 
1 in 3.8.

Of the schools it would be difficult to give a detailed account. It is gratify­
ing» however, to state that several of our teachers excel in their profession and 
their schools prove the valuable service's they are rendering. In such the at­
tendance is usually above the general average, the classification and manage­
ment are good, and the pupils are alive to their duties, thorough it their stud­
ies and progressively improving.

The Academy has been well conducted by Mr. J. S. Morton, B. A. More
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ill • pupils than usual have been in attendance, their improvement has been very 
obvious and the half yearly examinations, in which several of the visitors pre­
sent took part, have proved in a high degree satisfactory. In the other de- 
partments good work has also been done by female teachers of the first class. 

J ih® chlJd,ren m each room have been well-trained before going higher.
Ihe following schools were graded Shelburne, Lockeport, Osborne, Clyde, 

tiibberts Brook, Passage, Wood’s Harbor, McGray’s and Clark’s Harbo 
lho advantages of gradation are so apparent that in other sections there is 
prospect of houses being enlarged for the same purpose.

The most of our schools are tolerably supplied with books. The Nova Scotia 
series of .Readers are etill largely retained. Into a few schools the Boyal 
.Renders have been introduced and are much liked. The Spelling Book super- 
ceded is m general use. Of Arithmetics we have MulhollandV, Eaton and 
I razee s and GreenleaPs. Of Grammar’s, Lennie’s and McCabe’s, the latter in 
the higher schools. In History, Collier’s British, Campbell’s and Calkin’s old 

i u 4me. Calkin’s Geographies ; and Green-
In many schools there is an insufficiency
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ol edition of N. 8., and Harper's Maritime. Calkin’s G

leaf’s and Chamber’s Mathematics. _____ ____ _ _
of writing books. Parents sometimes neglrot to purchase them" and progress 
m this branch is retarded. “ Payson, Dunetan and Scribner's" and “ Staples’ 
aeries’ are the most in use.

Drawing is not mncb practised, «0 that - model cards” are seldom seen, 
there is need of some means of imparting instruction in this important art to 
teachers so that they may know how to teach their pupils.

Nelson’s maps of the Hemispheres and MeKinlay’s Nova Scotia are found 
m nearly every sohool room. In several a good supply of other maps are to be 
met with. The average is about four to a school. Thirteen schools hive 
globes, about three-fourths have docks, most have hand bells, twenty-live 
have English Dictionaries, two Gazetteers, and two have prints and diagrams, 
there are not any thermometers, models of solids, cabinets of natural historv, 

chemical and philosophical apparatus. Blackboards are tolerably well 
supplied, there being about an average of one hundred square feet to each
school room TV™ .1- -1,-----:t -.:n u. „een thBt requiaite applratus j8 nofc
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school room. From the above it will be 
yet provided.

The A returns are nearly all satisfactory, but three-fourths of the B returns 
TV-Tty- tl'oatoes complain of what they call unnecessary questions 
ot which they do not understand.

At the teachers examination in July last forty candidates were successful, 
most ot whom were from the schools of the County. Of these eight 
irom the Academy and eight from the school at Barrington Passage.

As an incentive to diligence and a test of the knowledge acquired by the pu­
pils in the different schools of the County, the Board of Schbol Commissiooers 
lor the District of Shelburne has arranged for a competitive examination, open 
to pupils throughout the County, in April next, when suitable prizes will be 
awarded to the successful competitors. Such examinations bring the teachers 
and sqholars of different schools together, onablo them to measure with each 
other their intellectual acquisitions and serve to stimulate them to more vigor­
ous efforts for the future.

It will be seen from the tables and from what we have written that in some 
ot our sections the people are still without schools, and their children without 
school instruction, that in many other sections the attendance of the pupils 
is very irregular, (the average percentage being about sixty) that several of the 
teachers are of the lower grades, and that a large number change schools at 
the close of each term. These are evils that need to be remedied.

The Act requires a school in each section, at least six months of the year, 
yet, every year there are sections without schools any portion of the time. 8a

»d

g

ci

i-

-

c «



EDUCATION—-INSPECTOBS* BEPORTS38

long as the rate-payers of these sections are unwilling to move iu the matter, 
decline to elect trustees and refuse to build school-houses, there seems little 
prospect of a change.

Also, so long as only in a few sections the attendance is good, from seventy 
to eighty per cent, and in a large portion it is below fifty, and many parents 
are remiss in their educational duties to their offspring, it becomes aim 
necessity that some coercive measures should be adopted so that Schools may 
be established in every Section and the children, under the paternal control of 
the government, may be placed in •a position to receive the instruction pro- r 
vided for them.

As trustees too frequently, from a false economy, secure the services of 
teachers of the lowest grades when better qualified are needed, and as femal 
teachers are now admitted to equal rank with male, it is but just that grade E 
should be withdrawn so that both sexes may compete equally in the same arena.

A review of last year’s work affords proof that there has been no deteriora­
tion in the character of our Schools, but on the contrary there has been com­
parative progress ; that people, trustees and teacher» are gradually conforming 
to the educational ideas of the period, and that a system, which has so far 
stood the test of trial and vindicated its adaptability to the wants of every 
community, will be sustained and advanced as old defects are banished and 
new improvements welcomed.
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I have the honor to be,
Tour obedient servant

A. C. A. Do
David Allison, Esq., M.A., L.L. D. 

Superintendent of Education.
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Kenneth McKenzie, Inspector.

I beg leave to submit the following as my annual report on the state of 
the Public Schools of this County, for the school year ended October 31st., 
1877.

The number of Sections has, during the past year, been increased to 77, by 
the division of the Section of South Side Little Narrows, No. 29, into two 
Sections—it having been about 8 miles in length.

The new one is designated S. S. L. N. West, No. 77.
It may be remarked, that while on the one hand, too limited an area in the 

boundaries of School Sections, is a cause of financial weakness, it is found 
the other hand, that too large an extent of territory is attended with very 
serious disadvantage to the educational interests of the section.

Several of the Sections of this County have suffered from one or other of those 
disadvantages. Efforts have accordingly been put forth to remedy the evils 
arising from those, which had been found too large, by dividing, in one instance, 
4 Sections into 6, giving 1 of these, it being (sparsely) settled, and long, 2 
school-houses, under one staff of trustees. In four other instances, owing to 
their formation, it being impossible to make an equal division of boundaries, 
and at the same time secure equal, or even sufficient financial resources to 
each, it was thought therefore more advisable under the circumstances to grant
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thé trustees of these sections liberty to build, in each section, 2 school-houses. 
We have now in this County, 5 Sections with this arrangement. One impor­
tant object is gained by it ; that the advantages of, at least, the elementary 
branches of a Common school education, are brought within the reach of all in 
those sections ; but still the arrangement in every case is not satisfactory, as 
the idea in permitting it was, that those schools would be conducted on' the 
principle, as near as circumstances could permit, of the graded system, but 
practically they are found to be scarcely an approximation to it. The only 
advantage in not dividing them being, as already indicated, in a pecuniary 
point of view. Several of the sections that are too limited in extent, are so 
situated that their boundaries cannot be enlarged to any advantage ; and others, 
without interfering with neighbouring sections. The difficulty realized in sus­
taining those weak sections and dividing some of the others referred to, may 
now, however, in a great measure be obviated by the advantages afforded by 
the late amendment in the school law, which gives trustees power to tax the 
property of rate-payers sixty years of age and upwards within their sections.

Ihere were erected within the past year 5 new school-houses ; 1 in each of 
the following sections, viz. South Gut, St. Anns, New Haven ; Middle Har­
bor, 0. N. ; Centre Section, Boularderie ; Kempt Head ; and Ship Yard.

During the winter term, there were in operation 64 schools, and the sum­
mer, 69. These gave employment to a similar number of teachers ; a large 
majority of whom, appear diligent and painstaking ; but not all, by any means, 
equally successful. Some have, naturally, and by their superior literary attain­
ments, the facilities in the school-room, necessary to successful work, the 
advantage over others; but several would deserve, were it not that compari­
sons are invidious, special commendation. I was glad to observe, in general, 
with a fevy exceptions, that during the past two terms, there were satisfactory 
marks of improvement, not only in the more efficient conducting of the schools 
and the progress of the pupils, but also in the manifestation of greater care and 
accuracy in the filling in of the Returns, at the close of last school term, than 
on former occasi

It may noybe out of place to remark in this connection, that were every (Ji 
teacher to provide himself, or herself, with good ink, make neat and distinct ^ 
figures, be careful that every column in the Returns be correctly filled in, and 
that it be preserved scrupulously clean, the execution would not only reflect 
credit on the teacher, but relieve the inspector of a great deal of ocular strain­
ing and unpleasant correction.

The following tables will show the number, grade, and sex, of the teachers 
employed during the past two terms, viz

Winter.
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There were registered in the Winter term 2263, as compared with the pre­
vious one, 2132, making a difference of 131 pupils in favor of last Winter 
term; and in the summer, 2482, with that of 1876, in 
rolled 2429, giving a preponderance on the side of the past year, over the 
previous one of 184.

According to the Returns, there were at School for some portion of the year, 
2649 pupils ; the previous year, 2803, the accuracy of which seems doubtful. 
The number given for the school year just closed, appears to be much nearer 
the reality.

The number daily present on average, the summer term, was 116,960, mak­
ing an average daily present, per school, 1694; and the full time, 1076,31. 
It will be thus seen, that the number registered falls considerably short of 
half of what it would be, had all attended the full time at school ; for had 
2482, attended the full time, that number would be the daily average of atten­
dance ; but it fell short of that by 140,569 ; but, of course, this does not give 
the real number of absentees daily because many of tlje pupils did not belong 
to the school the full term. The number daily belonging to school of absentees 
would be 131,240.

If any proper means can be devised to secure a better attendance of the 
pupils at School, it is clear that such is very much needed.

There is no doubt that if rate-payers who have children of school age, were 
led to see the propriety of using every endeavour to have them regularly at 
School, it would be much more pleasant for all concerned, and more in accord­
ance with the real spirit of liberty, than that they should be coerced to the 
matter of doing so ; but if, after all reasonable effort on the part of those who 
are entrusted with the interest of education in the Province should fail to ac­
complish this objetit, what then T Should not the strong arm of the law in 
that case, interfere and compel the parent or the guardian to do that which 
without the law, he failed to do for those whose intellectual, and moral train­
ing, are committed to him ? A judiciously devised compulsory law of Educa­
tion. may, therefore, become a necessity ; but, by all means let every well 
matured expedient be first tried. Let every obstruction so far as possible be 
removed. One serious cause of irregular attendance at present is,.that, fre­
quently referred to,—that Trustees of School Sections in many instances, with­
out carefully considering whether, or not, the Teacher's capabilities are such 
as to secure the confidence, and ensure the educational advancement of the 
pupils in the Section, agree with him for his services, because said Teacher, is 
willing to engage with them at a low rate* of salary. The consequence nôt 
frequently is, that the teacher proves so far as attendance of pupils, and their 
interest in study are concerned, an utter failure. Of course it does not follow, 
that all who may ask high salaries, are to be accepted as first rate teachers ; 
but the inference is clear, that Trustees should be careful not to employ those, 
whose qualifications are not, at least in some measure, adequate to the require­
ments of the Section.

’Another hindrance in this County and adjoining School Districts is, that the 
time of holding the Summer vacation, is unsuited to the circumstances of the
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people, the arrangemenj^ef which, under certain limitations, might safely we 
think be left to the discretion of the Board ot School Commissioners, and In­
spector of each District. A '

It appears to me also, that it would tend no little to promote a better at­
tendance at School, if some effective means were used to require those ap­
pointed to the position of Trustees, to thoroughly acquaint themselves with 
the duties and responsibilities of their office, and employ every means in their 
power to secure the above named object.

^he grand total day’s attendance for the winter term was 127,005, and for
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the Summer, 116,693 ; but for minute details, I must refer you to the tables, 
and Abstracts of A & B, already forwarded.
, * visited nearly all the Schools twice during the past year. In winter, it is 
impracticable to visit the Schools at Cape North, and', generally those at Ingo-

The Baddeck Academy and two other Schools had to be closed for a number 
of weeks in Spring, on account of the prevalence of scarlet fever,—which pre­
vented my visiting them as usual. In two instances I got others, where I 
could not attend personally, courteously to visit the Schools and report the re­
sult to me, viz 3 of the Schools at Cape North, and 1 school at Grand Nar­
rows. During the Summer term however, I visited all the Schools with the 
exception of 3, or 4, which happened to be closed on the occasion of my visit ; 
and another, that of New Haven, which had been in operation only a short 
time,—and which I found so far out of my way, without a road to it, that its 
visitation could not be accomplished under the circumstances, without too much 
loss of time.

I have frequently noticed that wherever a good teacher had been employed 
lor several terms in succession, his school indicated unmistakable marks of satis­
factory progress,—whereas on the other hand, wfiete persons possessed of only 
interior skill, and no tact in the teaching art, are found, the school interests

The Baddeck Academy continues under the supervision of Thos. S. McLean, 
Esq., B.A., with its three departments, to do important educational work,— 
as it affords teachers and others, opportunities to advance their studies, no 
where else to be obtained in the County.

Of 49 candidates that passed their examination in July last, 11 succeeded 
in obtaining a class not received on any former occasion ; a few others, that 
formerly accorded them ; but generally, with a higher average of marks. 5, 
succeeded in class sought ; 1, Grade B, and 4, C. Other 4, the next lower 
class^to that tried for, viz 1, grade D, and 3, E. Other 2, who sought C,

I have endeavoured in this examination, as in former ones, strictly to ad­
here to the rules furnished for my guidance, both as to the time allowed to 

questions, and exclusion from all external help, as I consider faithful­
ness in this, of vital importance to the interests of Education. I may sav, to 
the credit of the Candidates, that with the exception of very few, there did not 
appear to be any attempt or disposition to copy.

.. J have again to tender thanks to the School Commissioners of this County 
for their promptitude in attending the several meetings of the-Board, of which 
there were three .held this year, and their earnest attention to business,—not 
forgetting the kindness, and hospitality of people of all denoidfoations, wherc- 
ever, during my Inspecting tours I met them, or happened to require their 
assistance.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

David Allison, Esq., M. A., L.L. D„
Superintendent of Education,
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Hinkle Condon/s Inspector.
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as, if divided, two poor ones would be the result. The event has fully vindi­
cated their judgment; for on three consecutive visits I found the numbers in 
attendance stood respectively, 58, 61 and 63.

Houses.—Five new houses have been erected, and one, that at Peggy’s Cove, 
has been enlarged and furnished at a cost of upwards of $300. They have 
also expended $150 on the School House in the Sedgewick Section in the Rural 
District. Several other sections have laid out suras from $20 to $120 in im­
provements. Provision has also been made fctf a House with two Depart­
ments at Herring Cove in the Western District, and Lake Egmont in the Ru­
ral. We hope next year to be able to report that Kirker and Beaver Harbor 
Sections, in the Eastern District, have provided suitable School accommoda-

x

Schools.—Winter Term, 112; Summer Term, 116. Last year 22 Sections 
were reported without Schools during any portion of the year ; this number 
has now been reduced to 14. Of these the Rural District has but one, and 
tiiat a Gold Mining Section. The Eastern District five, viz : Petpizwick East, 
Taylors Head, Mushaboon, Kirker, and Ecum Secum. The Western District 
eight : Shag Bay, Oak Hill, Green Head, Goodwood, Spryfield, Kemptown, 
Springfield and Montague. It will be seen from this that the number of Sec­
tions having no School in Winter or Summer Terms is steadily diminishing, 
and five more will be added to the list of School Keeping Sections in the next 
Report.

Attend&ncefe-The grand total of attendance made by all the pupils in 1817 
was 660256, and in 1876, 643831, sha^ing^n increase for 1877 of 16435 ; 
this would have been larger but for the prevalence of that fearful scourge Dip- 
theria, which, in some sections, has been exceedingly fatal. One death occur- 

f at Hackett’s Cove where, as a precautionary measure, the school was closed 
from January 15th to 20th. Indian Harbor reports 17 cases, .and Pennant 5, 
from the same cause. The school at Lower Jeddore (west), after a session of 
25 days was closed and not re-opened during the term, the teacher’s life being 
at one time despaired of, and 9 cases ending fatally.

r

TEACHERS,AND GRADES.

Winter Term.

C. D.
46 38

Summer Term.

A. B. C. D. - E.
1 13 46 39? 17

TEACHER’S EXAMINATION.

The number of candidates for license in Halifax at the July Examination, ^ 
the Grades applied for, the number who obtained the grades sought, and fhe 
number who obtained a license of some grade, will be seen at a glance from 
the following table :—

No. of Candidates.............................................. 3 14 93 60 9 179
No. who obtained Grade sought.................... 2 3 38 2 1 46
No. who obtained License of some Grade.. 2*8 42 35 37 119

I have had much pleasure in reporting, especially to the Eastern and West-
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♦ iPiUüËiSe„te™t‘c,«£*??*“d tb.™ general order and discipline. We may reasonably 
expert a » till higher and increasing degree of efficiency when we take into ac- 
count the large number of high grade teachers 
pared with 1873 may be thus tabulated : f
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ho Another very pleasing circumstance, and on which 

may well be congratulated, is to be found in the .
School with such a very competent staff of teachers.
ple?îm,r0n/0r a?m ."win afford a good criterion of progress in the 
^d^Üfr”2^yPrOVOa *»44 on the
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LUNENBURG COUNTY.lie

he
G. W. Hiltz, Inspector.

Sir,—

Ihe financial depression, which has made itself felt over the greater portion 
ot our country, during the past year, has, to some extent, unfavorably affected 
our Schools—not so much on account of any diminution in their number, but,  ̂
by mterlermg with the projected improvements in building, furniture, 
which 1 had reason to expect would have been accomplished, and which wou 
1 have no doubt, have materially increased their efficiency.

he subjoined table will exhibit at a glance the number of Schools in opera- 
tion in the County for the year, together with the number, grade and sex 
°* tpjr emPloycd therein, during that period
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By comparing the above with last year’s report, it will be observed that very 
little change has taken place in the ratio of male to female teachers employed 
during the year. The tendency, however, is in the direction of the employment 

* 0f female to the exclusion of male teachers, chiefly, I fear, on account of the 
relative cheapness of the former as compared with the latter.

Whether the preference for female over male teachers be regarded as a mat­
ter of congratulation or not, I cannot but express my regret that it should 
have the effect of materially reducing the compensation paid to teachers ot both

- Though the opinion of Trustees seems to the contrary, I cannot help think­
ing that the efficiency (tf a teacher’s efforts bears some proportion to the 
amount of pecuniary compensation which he receives for his services. Econ­
omy is not always in the direction of cost alone, but of cost as compared with
effiThe number of teachers seeking employment is mucWra excess of the de­
mand for their services, and this gives rise to competition, m which the less 
competent teacher is more than likely to win.. The present over-crowding of 
the teaching profession js doing mischief, not to schools alone, but also to 
teachers themselves, who in the end will be the greater sufferers.

It seems to me that the time has come when teachers of every grade might 
not unreasonably he required to exhibit certificates of attendance at some 
Model or Normal school, before being permitldd to go up for examination, 
while those seeking the higher grades of license should ta graduates of some 
school or college in which teachers are specially trained for their work, this 
would not only prevent the excessive increase in the number of licensed teach­
ers, but would also furnish us with a more efficient and better qualified class

The teachers of the County, as a body, still continue to discharge their 
duties with punctuality and industry, and if their success has not, at all times, 
been equal to their or my expectations, it is only what one might reasonably 
expect, when the number ot the youthful and inexperienced teachers employed

18 The’number of pupils enrolled during the year was somewhat in excess' of 
the corresponding term of last year, while the percentage of attendance ex­
hibits a trifling decrease. This has been due.no doubt, in a great measure to the 
prevalence of epidemics amongst the children usually attending school. This
18 Owing to a cause,‘to whichreference has already been made, I have little of 

material character to reporfrespecting improvements in school grounds, fur­
niture, etc. A few sections have enclosed their play grounds and put up out­
houses’, but no attempts have yet been made at ornamentation.

The first and most pressing necessity, that of providing a good and commo­
dious school-house, having been met, it is but reasonable to expect that somô 
attempt should be made to beautify and adorn its surroundings. A few schools 
have replaced their old and worn-out furniture by seats and desks ot a better 
class. A small number, too, have made addition to the apparatus previously

m Notwithstanding the “ hardness of the times” six new school-houses have 
been erected during the year. These are all substantial and commodious 
buildings, creditable alike to the liberality of the rate-payers and the energy of 
the several boards of Trustees. The following are the names of the 
sections in which these buildings have been put up :-Lakefield, Bakers 
Stamboume, and St. Matthew’s in the district of Lunenburg and New Dublin, 
and Sherwood and Chester in the district of Chester. The building put up in 
the town of Chester contains three departments,, capable of comfortably seat-
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' andi98m|,1? auffici™‘in ^ respect Wy present

rJîarbLthe yC“r 1 ha,',e Visi‘“1 a11 the ,ec«ong 'having schooKexcept four 
ïr„n ‘f”e 'ver? m™.laf sect;o,>8' “d, »= remarked in lprévins report, very 
The " T “ Wmter- *•. °”|y period in which I he schoolsafein scssio,/ 
The remaining two were not visited owing to causes beyond my control A 
number of sections having' no schools 4re also visited, and effortT made t 
07edkucationhe Them 0.f.Tra,tees,a «’““a degree of enthusiasm in the cause
hofmuchLjïh’LTnd’smna^attlp^6 80m6 frUit' “d 11,8,6 668808 to

full, k=ntb°tim!rfi,hw8V6 t6™; "a” maj°rity °f instancea- neat|y -d care- 
luliykept. In some few cases, teachers seem to have forgotten that these
t2n ini'6 PU 16 P™p6rty 8ÿ !ifb,e at any time to I» consulted, and have 
taken httle or no pains to make their entries either complete or accurate The 
number ofthe cureless and indifferent in this respect is growing yearly less 
and I have no doubt ere long wilt be reduced to a minimum. g y y 

I am glad to bo able to report a considerable improvement in the A returnsi

Vf
Respectfully submitted,

G. W. HILTZ.David Allisos, Esq., L.L. D.,
Superintendent of Education.
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/ ■ CUMBERLAND COUNTY. 

W. 8. Dabeagh, Inspector.
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lMtVear °f ° department8 in the ."'«tor and nine in the summer ora

The following table presents at one view the number, grade and sex of all
the teachers employed in the county during the school year which has closed 

Winter Term 

Females.
v

Males. Total.1 B 1 Males.. 
Females

279 C,X 39 96D. 82
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Summer Term. 
Females.Males. Total.

Males... 
>- • Females

1 ;1 24
9 114
7
7 27 138

The abstracts already forwarded.to the Education Office give the required 
statistics ill full. J

0 The county is divided into two School/Districts, and each has a separate 
School Board. The Commissioners forthe District of Cumberland Proper 
meet semi-annually, on the second Tuesday in November and May, in Amherst. 
The Parrsboro’ Board meets on the third Tuesday in November and May, in 
Mill Village. This meeting of the second Board occasions delay in getting 
teachers money, as the sheets cannot be completed until after the meeting of 
the Parrsboro* Board. •'*-

Number of Sections.—The number of Sections in this County is one hundred 
and fifty-two. Of these, Cumberland Proper has four graded schools and the 
County Academy ; and Parrsboro’, has two graded schools, one in Mill Village 
and the other in Advocate Harbour.

County Academy, under Mr. ÎJaton’s Supervision, has been doing very 
well during the year. Mill Village, graded schcpl, hasadvanced under the care 
of Mr. Hutchinson. Mr. Reid has done remarkably well in Oxford, and Mr. 
Davidson’s efforts have been successful in 
school. The Trustees are

The

advancing Spring Hill Mines, graded 
providing accommodation for g> third department. 

Books, with very few exceptions, are not now provided as school property, but 
trustees mostly furnish maps, globes, and apparatus. During the term, I 
visited all the schools that "were in operation, with the exception of some seven 
or eight. Much educational work has been accomplished, but some necessary 
improvements are yet to be reached ; the last examination of teachers is a dear 
proof of this. One hundred and fourteen candidates were examined in July 
last, 14 received grade C.—29 obtained grade B.—20 had to be satisfied with 
E.—and 51 failed altogether.

This is the Ninth Annual Report I have made on the Schools of Cumberland. 
I have nothing new to add to the matters discussed in former reports. Dur­
ing the year fair progress has been made in the schools. I close this report 
with a simple tribute to the memory of the late Rev. A. S. Hunt, our former 
Superintendent.

All of which is respectfully submitted,
W. S. DARRAGH.

David Allison, Esq., M.A., L.L. D.
Superintendant of Education,

QUEENS COUNTY.

C. T. Andrews, Inspector.

This, fny fotlrth annual report on the condition of thé* public schools 
in Queens County, together with the several statistical tables, notes of inspec­
tion, &c., I respectfully submit for your consideration.
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gratifying.

ümmt ezy iert™t °<- on tho contrary, are increasing™ number ,„d *m “ a,e 8clloolsi "hicli, 
provided with a suitable schoid-house bas been "X°‘ ,one
entire year. ’ 88 b^en WIt^ou^ a school during the

anttBT^”thtrf rd V» arm°r 50< *>**Winter term w„ 2-168, and in tbe Somme ts"» <Tb «gisjered in thf 
„ at‘end*.“« or 181,874 fer tbe Summer, and 142 807 for th* tot“' d,ya 

m@an mcrease of 28013 over that of last rear ’ ? f 1 Wmtcr’ rePraa”"t-
pl'oyed duXtbet6vte-,hibit8 ‘he “““^rade “» - -f the teacher, cm-

Winter Term.
Teachers.
Male........ .
Female.... 
Assistants.,

Grade—A. B. a E.1 9 5
t*-19

4—26
— 1

1 ;9 12 4 46
Summer Term.

Teachers. 
Male......
Female... 
Assistants

Grade—A. B. D. E.-1 6 2 —11
10—401 18 11

lX ' — 2
1 6

of T’ornmisidoners8 to'pro'viittbemtlveTvnth^ “Æ "*«? f™ ^ Board

^w.sa=ÿïaù.Tiahiéagain commenced school.

a* it,

Wrk' ^ tittle assistance
Hibernia baa also been awakened to’the^* ^ "? ° ?^ea,er »=‘>vity. 

will have their house plXSfliuTï of 0 Wi"ter School, and

school-house with a hall over-head has Ki i' j T, aml ™™odiui,s 
in the summer. “ 1,08 666,1 erectei1 and "ill be open for school

While the multiplying of smaller sections 
ones ,a not strictly in accordance with tlm 
>ct, it manifests an ambition on the

V,

at tbe expense of thelnrger

\
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Another section (Fox Creek) after laying dormant for a number of years, 
has teen reeiiscitated Here I would again acknowledge the kindeee of our 
tnend Chae. D. Mack, whose disinterested efforts to benefit outlying sections 
by aiding me to establish schools, is fully appreciated.

Denmark has already opened school in their new building, and realizing the 
advantages of a school arc determined to keep it open Winter and Summer, 
proving that the ' State of Denmark is not rotten. Nearly every section in 
the southern district provided with a school-house, has had a school during 
the whole year. While in the northern district Caledonia Corner and Har­
mony were without a school during the summer. They have, however, again 
opened their schools, and I trust, will not allow the neighboring poor sections 
to outstrip them in educational zeal by suffering their schools to be closed 
another term.

The Furniture in most of the schools are either the patent desks or a fair 
imitation, one or two only have old-fashioned long desks. The Apparatus in 
the majority of the school-rooms is either defective, deficient or defunct. All 
have Maps and Black-boards. A few have Globes, Lexicons, Gazetteers, &c. 
Twc only have a part of a Chemical and Philosophical apparatus. None bave 
Philosophy Tr*A VPP m'1CeS ^ il]u8‘rstlons “d. experiments in Chemistry,

So far as externals /ofthis is no doubt a favorable record. There are, how­

ever, serious drawbacks to educational advancement still in manv o' onr schools. 
These are— .

First, A too frequent change of teachers, owing to the inability or unwill­
ingness ot rate-payers to make adequate remuneration for the services of first- 
class teachers. It is absurd to expect a young man or woman with any educa­
tion, spirit, or ambition, conscious of their value, to be content to teach for a 
salary equal to that of a day laborer, or an indifferent mechanic. Trustees will 
complain that they cannot keep a teacher. “ 80 soon as they get to be any 
good they leftve. I can only tell them, make their business pa / and they will 
stay—stick to you like wax. * J

Another obstacle to progress is detective discipline, either from an innate in- 
capacityfor governing on the part of the teacher, or as the result of a bad in­
fluence brought t. b *ar upon the child at its own home—a want of sympathy 
between parent and teacher. There is no more effectual barrier to the Success 
ot a teacher than a want of harmonious action between parent and instructor.
I have no sympathy for the father or mother who listens to the frequent re­
hearsals of a tale-bearer’s troubles at school, and avenges exaggerated and iin- 
agmary wrongs upon the head of a task-worn and patience-tried teacher. This 
kind of love for offspring can be seen in any of the lower animals not endowed 
with reason. Surely the teacher has enough to contend with in subduing the 
natural man in a child, in adapting himself to the different dispositions of chil­
dren—enough to drain his nervous system and exhaust his patience in over­
coming the natural stupidity of some, and trying to penetrate the ironclad 
brains of others, without being requested to “ step out * and test his physical 
powers with some brawny-armed athlete. Teachers as a general thing do not 
want to tight with parents ; they would rather brook an insult.

Another, and I fear the greatest hindrance, is irregular attendance. Upon 
the question of a Compulsory Law, I have in two previous reports given my 
views, and shall at present content myself with a brief remark.

There are certainly two sides to the question as there are also two different 
standpoints from which to regard the present school system. If the aim of
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detective, because it leavesdaC“oop"hofe‘throlighThich every child Certlinly

then it is fullfllled. opportunity to go to school if he choose
The past has been a year more than usually fatal to our .Ann!, 

of illness. In almost every instance my visit was preceded by 
epidemic, and in some registers the list of absentees 7 
with the mumps. „ ■
The^Begf'.te^betrav^mm'irindiflfoenee onThe*n30vt98fOttraftn^ °^* *be ^'ril9^ees*

îat'EÏÏM
^’SiWîrÆSiï^-î
in correct and satisfactory. As thov are now fills»! . urns would then come 
statistics compiled therivfrom must be far from relioMe" Tif ,orwa.''<led'th» 
the most important questions are unanswered, cosine m„A ,!”°ny mstaocos

a:»1!.- -sé»strsr*-- ”■ï’4;.;.*xkia;
The A Returns

on account 
°7 some prevailing 
frightfully swelled

The Teachers geTer7yt&'^have dine 
their work with a zeal and intelligence deservme of mn, ,devotei1 ‘Jomsolv 
preference to Normal school teachers, andTf^ maso”, the"^'^10?- M-r 
1“ “I 'ast re.P°rt- I have since seen nothing to change m^onTn,'1 dm ‘ Upon 

In the resignation of Mr. McVicar the f V 0Plmon.

iKK;£■£*« “i*

conducted the Primary Department of this Institution who
with unquestioned ability and unrivalled success th pasfc tWo 7ears
his u:u,,Thtmn^,:^v!ln0di,,^,TndSdrly Cbai' »■ Mack with 

are certainly alive to their own interests in retaining i?*eP1I®ra of thls section 
and experienced a teacher. His calling is not a stomih,» '“mo6s,of 80 capable 
profession, but a devoted life-study—hence his success g'St°n° *° some other 

Mr. Chas. Richardson still continues to teach the Brooklyn SAnol ! a 
methodical and pains-taking manner in suite a . u “ ,bls 

entirely inadequate to the support and ena?urarameeA,r f tba wblcl1 18
The Milton School h„ bin ta,mîtÏSS1/ ""chah*tenii 

Hilton, a faithful and efficient teacher, whose^ervii^h.ra'ÎLvr M[' Bt|™ C' 
lodged and fully appreciated by the section n. ■ °ave been freely acknow- 
Cleveland whoso reputation a,7, teX warranUheTr ,6?-by Jlr' °?orge 
good results. The miscellaneous schools mm «rail» a CIPectat,on °* continued

own even

T
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fl ^ fiT’°S «M tb»t the “ teacher makes the school,” I would

ïS-Jçïïïsï eyttr si rty».:
cMlZn ïijff economy and genera1 common sense in the eduction of their 
ctnldren.that they exhibit in their daily business avocations. When they em­
ploy a mechanic to build a house or a ship, they will inspect his wort and 
manliest, in many ways, an unmistakable interest in its progress: while the 
supervision of the training of their children’s minds, is a duty that they will 
mnnlt',ï ■ Iniihei!rimer thef wiU recognize and practice true

« sas1 ** w
rocotiom.-The time for vacations can best be determined by the school

Moncrs snd Inspectors of the several Counties.” The reasons for the above 
Insumtors’ ütoport8Paren*> an<1 baVe bten repeatedly 8et ,orth in the different 

Uniformity in the time for vacation would be a nW 
interfered C0"8^dered separately, so that the work ofjhs

The School Coeiaiissioners hnve, as usual, performed their public duties with 
promptness and satisfaction, and I would here repeatAaguggestipo made in 
previous report, that these officers receire some remuneration tor the 
mfJTk. •*9a”?7.,tJie-'r e™ required to visit some remote section to deter- 
Zv.lW f°r * bu,ld,,.nÇ’ Something like an equivalent tor their time and 
dmioi mg MPenaes, "ould h“ve » tendency to render the performance of these 
duties more agreeable and expeditious. And, doubtless, l would be relieved 

‘hl drommiug up

|l
.

I

issity so far as each 
ection might not be

a quorum

;6te&SasroisspssSis.te;
te'üdwï1 ae‘ theeMmp,-by readl"8-* -

!

JgT? T’t0 aa 1 "P6™1 Sift “f "-tore and 1, not generally

principlToîouî^^

sarv m'l°btefb!mî""tt,0d ÏT 10 hcaric« tl,a G"mm.r «1- •> il it was n«os- 
how m,îbh fl'lfl,l'me"‘.of. h.la contract with tlie Trustees, without ascertaining 
how much of the principles of Grammar his scholars have mastered. Mr 
hrenV” r?kK'}lx to t*16 oe.sl method of imparting instruction in the different 
m th« sn b“Ve v '8‘Ven ln Prov,ous reports, making any extended remarks

at ,,resc,,t' s,,ffico 11 to-r«"» ““P*
////yim.-.—The majority of the houses are well ventilated. A few, however, 

are mure hut-houses lor the prop ,gat,on of epidemic diseases, An attempt to
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sweep, with closed doors and window», is daily made by stirring up tbs dust 
the heavier portions of which arc carried out of the door, while the finer par- 

, tides are left floating about in the air of the room, bearing infections diseases 
to the lungs and blood of the children, Disinfectants and other precautionarv 

entirely ignored. My eiperience in this matter justifies me in 
urging upon the Council of Public Instruction the suggestion of the Inspector 
tor Cumberland (W. P. Darragh) to “constitute every Inspector a Health 
uthcer, required to enforce an efficient system ot hygiene in our schools ” 

Whatever strictures upon delinquent officers I have made in my remarks, I 
trust will be taken by them in good part. Much good may be done in remedy­
ing defects in the working of our present school system by bringing the evils 
before the public mthe Inspector’s Annual Report. ’ 86

With all deference to yourself, my dear sir, I cannot close this report with- 
out a parting tribute of sorrow for the death of my kind friend and adviser, 
the later Superintendent, whose sympathetic nature and uniformly courteous 
demeanor during all our official intercourse won my confidence and respect. 
And, as you now have assumed the arduous and responsible duties of the 
office as his successor, be assured that in your efforts to advance the educational

receive t,,e aympithy and C0-°PCrati°-°f

I

measures are

y

obedient servant,
C. T. ANDBEWS.David Allison, Esq., M. A., L.L. D.,

Superinter.dent of Education.

KINGS COUNTY.** 

Colin Bobcoe, Inspector.

Sib,—
With my fourth Annual Beport, hereby respectfully submitted, I for- 

an<* noto8 *n8l,ecti°n for the year ending

These tables have been prepared with much care, and show a greater num­
ber of schools and a larger attendance for the past year than for any previous 
year in the history of the schools in this county.

At the annual school meeting of 1876, A.D., more liberal sums were voted 
fir school purposes than heretofore, with a view to secure as many well-quali­
fied male teachers as possible for the winter. This gave to the County a large 
number of excellently conducted schools for that term, and although too many 
sections changed teachers for the summer, giving their schools into the hands 
of female teacher», and, in many instances, to those untrained and ineiperi- 
enced ; yet the year’s work has been one of progress and much success. The 
condition of the schools, which I am inclined to describe as reasonably satis­
factory, does not, for a moment, exclude the idea that there is still room for 
improvement and advancement in almost every direction. I have shown by 
mCe o' the *‘>,low*n8 tobies, the number of schools, the number of pupils 
enrolled, and the attendance for the past year, together with a comparative 
statement between the past and the years 1875 and 1876 :— *

$

\



Teachers.

62 112 5121 311256
67 98 4456 266095

Winter.
Summer

4053596927152226 11 16Increase for year..
Decrease

6 12 2 .. 9 5 14 666 t46101
5

Table III.

WINTKB TERM.

C. D. E. Males. Female. Total.

Table II.

Winter.
Summer

;j

'i
i!

Term.

Date.

1877.
1876.

Increase.
Decrease.

10 6 4 .. 8 6 7 13 804
4615

SUMMRB TERM.

. 1877. 103 16 48 80 16 26 84 109 4882 266510
93 9 44 30 13 19 77 96 4628 2601251876.

Table I.:

Term.

'

*
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Pupils
Enrolled.No. Teachers.No. Schools. Attendance.

811256 days. 
256610 “

101 112 6121
103 109 4882
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= /
Table IV.

WINTER TERM.

Teachers.

Date. MB. C.A. D. E.
P4

1877. 101 23 60 24 5 50 62 112 5121 311256
2622361875. 95 19 48 33 7 48 59 4729107

Increase
Decrease.

6 4 12 2 3 5 892 49020
9 2

SUMMER TERM.

1877. 103 15 48 30 16 25 84 4832109 256510
2560491875. 103 1 10 39 43 20 22 90 115 4830

Increase. 
Decrease.

5 9 3 2 461
131 4 6 4

5 ' - 9Increase for vear.. 
Decrease “

6 9 20 1 304 49481
1 22 6

The foregoing comparison indicates an increase in the attendance and in the 
number of schools and 
higher grades. While

pupils, as well as in the number of teachers of the 
there is much cause of encouragement, in many matters 

connected with our schools, there are many hindrances which compel us to 
admit, that advancement is gained only At the snails pace ; and our set ds are 
not reaching that high standpoint, once fondly hoped for, so rapidly a could 
be desired. Every candid teacher admits, that the strictures and unfa )rable 
criticisms, made upon some of the schools, are due to the indiscriminate em­
ployment of untrained and inexperienced teachers. It is not at all a matter of 
wonder that under the present system of selecting teachers, many a school is 
simply kepi, not taught ; and it ought not to be a matter of surprise, that the 
people arc becoming painfully aware of this, aud are awakening to the fact, that 
there is an erroneous waste of time, energy and money, and that the results 
are not at/all commensurate with the labor and treasure bestowed upon 
Schools. I do not undervalue the fact, that so many of our teachers hav 
tended the Training School, and appreciate the advantages gained thereat. I 
believe the erection of the New Normal School Building, at such an expense 
to the Country, will prove a happy financial operation, provided all teachers 
hereafter are either required to receive their training, or demonstrate in such an 
Institution their ability to teach, before being allowed to take charge of a

A
tte

nt
io

n.

ro
lle

d.

To
ta

l.

Fe
m

al
e.

M
al

e.

N
o.

 S
ch

oo
l.



r‘
Z 1

56 EDUCATION—INSPECTORS* REPORTS

School ; and I am of opinion unless this course be adopted, our expectation to 
see our schools rise much above their present standing, will be disappointed.
The question is often started, in my own mind, why a Normal School was ever 
established in Nova Scotia, if professional is not requisite—is not a necessity t 
Teaching is an art to be learned by apprenticeship, like any other art, and a 
special training for the business of teaching, is as indispensable as for any other 
pursuit or profession ; and the time is not very distant when intelligent parents 

k it no less absurd to place their children in charge of a teacher whu 
had not been trained in the principles and methods of instruction, than to em­
ploy a surgi on who had never made himself acquainted with the science of^ 
human anatomy. Every man’s reflection and experience will satisfy him that > 
the teacher’s duty is important, complicated and arduous. It is not a mere 
piece of job work, to which any broken down man can turn his hand, but a 
profession, or calling, which requires knowledge, judgment and experience.
The natural conclusion to which I have come in this matter, is, our system of 
licensing teachers needs to be very much modified. It has frequently occur- 
rep to me, that the examination should be partly oral and partly written, and 
more time should be given to it than at present ; and in no. case should 
didate receive license who had not demonstrated, by actual practice, in pres­
ence of the professors of the Training School, his ability to teach with good 
effect. I am of the opinion that the license should express the ability to teach 
ns well as the knowledge of the teachers, and the law should provide that all 
teachers of the same qualification shall receive the' same remuneration for the 
first year’s service ; and an annual advance for excellence manifested in teach­
ing and school management. There are in this County two teachers to each 
school ; many of these, having made preparation at little expense, in the 
schools in their own Sections, will keep school for a very small sum in addi­
tion to the Government Allowance. This is effectually driving a large number 
of our best teachers from the profession. By increasing the requirements of 
teachers, those who do not intend to make teaching a business, will drop frein 
the ranks ; and by increasing their pay, and establishing a scale of salaries by 
law, the best talent may be retained in the work.

Table V. show's the highest and lowest salaries paid to the teachers per term, 
and the average rate for both the Winter and Summer Term of the past year 
in Kings County :

would thin

;!

!
*

1
f

Table V.

Maximum.s
!

; ; Grade. B. C. D. E.S
From Section 
Govt. Grant.

$130 00 
80 00

$287 50 
60 00

$175 00 
45 00

$60 00 
22 30

Total. 347 50 220 00 I 180 00 v 82 50

?
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Minimum.

Grade. B. C. D. B.

From Section 
Govt. Grant.,

$75 00 
60 00

$30 00 
22 60

$40 00 
45 00

•20 00
30 00

Total. 135 00 85 00 60 00 52 50

Average Salary for Winter Term.

From Section. 
Govt. Grant...

$171 00 
60 00

$76 00 
45 00

•54 00 
30 00

$46 00 
22 50

r p
Total, 231 00 121 00 84 00 58 50

Average Salary for Summer Term.

$1*71 00 
60 00

From Section. 
Govt. Grant.,

$91 00 
45 00

> <67 00 
30 00

$85 00 
22 50

Total. 231 00 196 00 97 00 57 50

I cannot admit that we look for improvement on the part of the teacher 
only. It would require an advance of 25 per cent, upon the present supply of 
books and apparatus, to put our schools in a position to take full advantage of 
the labors ot good teachers ; and I would suggest that no Section, except those 
classed as “ Poor Sections,” which will not vote a minimum sum for the sup- 
port of schools, and comply with the-Regulations (1 & 2) of the Council of 
Public Instruction, with reference to Books, &ç.t be allowed a full participation 
m the distribution of Provincial Grants.

I would not for a moment overlook the pleasing fact, that we have some 
teachers in this County who understand the true end and aim of education, 
and expend all their efforts to get their pupils to gain knowledge for them- 
selves. Them course, stimulates the pupil’s efforts, strengthens his powers, 
quickens his. interest in the subject, and mjtes him take pleasure in learning 
it, teaches him. how to. learn other subjects, leads him to the formation of 
habits of thinking for himself, and in short, promotes the true object of edu­
cation. I have very little sympathy with mere text-book teaching. My con­
viction, formed after much observation, being that it must, in the end, retard 
progress, and work an injury alike to pupils and teachers.

Bonus.—It could but be expected that teachers, whose service entitled them 
to the Bonus, and those who were making preparation and looking forward to 
it, should be disappointed on learning that it is withdrawn. I believe it has 
been the means of retaining teachers at the work longer than they otherwise
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would have taught, and think its continuance, as a recognition of merit, as 
well as service, would be for the interests of education.

School-Houses.—The school-houses at Lake George and W. Hall's Harbor, 
were destroyed by fire last Winter. The former, being a “ Poor Section," re­
ceived a small grant from the County School Funds, which, added to the sums 
subscribed by friends in different parts of the County, and in the Section, has 
enabled the Trustees to erect a good house, aftording accommodation to all the 
children in the Section. The latter has made no provision lor re-building.

Randville and Horton Landing have completed the houses spoken of in my 
last report ; and Aylesford Mt. Section has a house in the course of erection. 
Welsford, N. Scott’s Bay, and Mountain Home Sections, have repaired their 
school-houses, adding much to their comfort. Greenwich, New Minas, Lower 
Horton and Lower Gaspereaux have voted money for building.

Text Books.—There are now on some subjects so many authorized text 
books, that there is danger of the uniformity being destroyed. I think it very 
necessary not to use more than one text-book upon the same subject, in the 
same school. This is especially desirable in the matter ot Readers ; and 1 feel 
it would be an advantage to the schools, if the best were selected from the three 
series of Readers now prescribed, and the remaudng two struck from the au­
thorized list; *

History of Nova Scotia,—It has been the practice to give more prominence 
History of Great Britain than to that of our own Country. This arose, 

in part, from want of a suitable text-book upon the subject. Campbell’s His­
tory being authorized, has been put on trial, and the testimony of, the teachers 
in this County is, “ it does not meet our expectations.” I have examined,v 
carefully, Calkin’s History of Nova Scotia (Revised Edition), and believe it 
well adapted to our wants, as the first text-book upon history children should 
study. It is written in a pleasing style, is brief, and contains'all the import­
ant facts found in many larger books.

New Schools.—Pine Woods Section has been without a school for several 
years until last term. The inhabitants, composed of white and of colored peo- 

* pie, were not able to sustain two,schools, and could not agree to send to the' 
same school. At the last May meeting, the Board of School Commissioners 
set off the white inhabitants into tbe adjoining Sections ; and granted special 
aid to the remainder, thus enabling them to sustain a small school. A colored 
woman holding a Permissive License was engaged as teacher, and under her 
instruction the children made commendable progress in reading, spelling, writ­
ing, arithmetic and oral geography.

White Waters, a new Section, formed by dividing Lower Poteaux intd two 
Sections, has had a school for the first time, during the past term.

In closing this report, I wish to testify to the prompt and courteous attention 
I have always received from the Rev. A. 8. Hunt, late Superintendent of Edu­
cation, during our four year’s official intercourse, as well as to the active and 
untiring interest he has ever manifested in all measures relating to the educa­
tional interests of this County ; and tender ray warmest thanks to my numer­
ous friends throughout the County, whose hospitality I have been invited to 
accept.

If

!

!

;

I have the honor to be, Si.-,
Tours, obediently,

COLIN W. ROSCOE.
David Allison, Esq., M.A., L.L. D. 

Superintendent of Education.
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INVEBNBSS COUNTY.

John Y. Gunn, Inspector.

Sir,—
i present condition of education in the County of Inverness, the 

progress made during the year just closed, and the prospects for the future, 
are briefly delineated in the following pages x:—

The

PBESENT CONDITION.

School Sections.—The whole County is now sub-divided into 139 school sec­
tions—50 in the North and 89 in the South.

No new sections were formed at either the May or November Session of the 
South. But at the May semi-annual meeting of the Northern Board, portions 
of B. C. Intervale and Lock Bain were detached from these Sections and united 
to form Chancillersville Section, 37j—a section not entered in the B. abstracts 
—its rate-payers and property assessments being embraced in the statistics of 
sections 21 and 87.

In the Southern Districts no sections were placed on the special aid list, but 
1 the following removals were made :—Cringwisk, (No. 4.) Glencoe, (No. 80,) 

Dallas Brook, (No. 42.) Big Brook, (No. 48.) Gillis Cove, (No. 63j.) Biver 
Dennis Chapel, (No. 60,) Top Cape, (South, No. 67,) Top Cape, (North, No. 
62,) and Skye Mount, (No. 65„)

In the Northern District, the following were taken off :—Grantosb, (No. 1,) 
Big Intervale, (No. 12.) and Big Brobk, (No. 18) ; owing to the paucity of pu­
pils and rather straitened circumstances of the rate-payers of Upper East Lake, 
No. 25—the Commissioners were induced to have this section replaced on the 
poor list'

The following amended list of sections entitled to extra grants from the 
Provincial and County Funds, will be of service to you in checking appropria­
tions to this County for the current school year.

South Inverness.—S. W. Brid 
No. 31 ; Indson, No. 81| ;
Brook, No. 50| ; Bluis Cove, No. 68 ; Boom, No. 54 ; New Creywish, No. 
66 ; Lake Hortan^ No. 56| ; N. W. Arm, No. 57 ; Bear Long Point, Nq. 58 ; 
Biver Dennis Boad, No. 59 ; Scotch Hill, No. 64 : Big Harbour, No. 66 ; 
Seal Cove, No. 68 ; McKujris’ Brook, No. 70 ; and Duff's, No. 73—19 in all. 

North Inverness.—Pleasant Bay, No. 1 j ; Cape Bouge, No. 3 ; Jacos, No. 8 ; 
• N. E. Egypts, No. 16 ; Lake O'law, No. 17 ; 8. Settlements, No. 19; Un. 

East Lake, No. 85 ; Lewis Mount, No. 27 ; Cody Settlement, No. 80 ; B. 0. 
Ponds, No. 83 ; Bear Loch Baih, No. 88 ; Whyeocomah Mount, No, 89 ; 8.W. 
Egypt, No. 40; Window Lords, No. 41 ;( Martin, No. 42; and Glenmore, 

‘*:- No. 4Ç—16 in all. Taking the whole county, 
eleven sections—nine in the south and two in the 

School-houses.—Buildings for" school purposes are prodded throughout the 
length and breadth of the County. 62 are finished externally and internally, 
Bud 86 externally and only partially internally.- -

During the year nearly three thousand dollars have beenexpenijed in provid­
ing increased accommodation.

A new school-house has been lately erected at Cape Bouge, another, a clear

idge, No. 13 ; S. W. Bidge, No. 14 ; Big Bidge, 
Boss Mill, No. 41 ; Bluis Mill, No. 46 ; Mill*>

there is a nett reduction of

€
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credit not only to the seçtion in which it is situated, but to the whole county. 
At Eastern Harbour, two departments, each finished and furnished up to the 
times, together with a commodious hall and portico.

From Margaree Harbour to Cape Bouge, a distance of over twenty-five miles, 
all the school-houses—ten in number—are built in the same style—12 feet 
walls, 5 to 6 windows on each side, 5 to 6 panes high and 2 wide,—in every 
ca$e elegantly furnished externally, and the most of them internally, and fur­
nished too with all the ordinary school room appendages—books, French and 
English, maps, blackboards, clocks, <&c. All honour to the hardy toilers of the

The school-house at Broad Cove Marsh has been enlargècMfy the. addition 
of another compartment and wing. The building in its present form reflects 
much credit upon the whole settlement.

The rate-payers of Chancillersville have also pome to the front with a neat 
and tasty structure.

The Trustees of Red Bridge, River Inhabitants, have displayed much energy 
and public spirit in erecting and partially finishing a building superior, in many 
respects, to the school-house lately destroyed by fire in that section.

The new style of architecture, so called, has been adopted in this, as in 
every other school building erected within the last few years in the County.

Five new school-houses are now in course of erection in the County, and at 
the last- annual meeting the sum of Two Thousand Two Hundred Dollar 
voted for building purposes.

From the abstract of B. returns, by the way, a very unreliable source of in­
formation, it appears that about $36000 hove -been expended in this county ' 
since 1864, in school buildings alone, the present value of which is put down 
at 133000. In this estimate is included an approximation of the present value 
of Furniture and Apparatus. The supply in this respect may be sufficient, or 
nearly so, in quantity, but in many sections all ideas oi quality seem to he 
ignored. Superannuated stoves and pipes, rickety seats and desks, blackboards 
which are not black, and maps tattered and torn, may all count in tables of 
statistics, and still be “ marvellously insufficient” to fulfill the objects for which 
they were originally intended. Sooner or later, legislation must- step in to 
remedy this evil. ïf Trustees' drafts on the county funds were to depend upon 
the condition and supply of school buildings, furniture, apparatus, books, Ac., 
there would tlien be a mighty movement among the dry-bones ; trustees and 
rate-payers, now notorious for laxity, would strain every nerve to qualify 
themselves for the largest possible receipts from the public funds.

8365 square feet blacjt surface, 839 wall maps, 14 terrestrial globes, and a 
number of clocks, hand-bells and dictionaries for the teachers’ desks are 
reported, and valued at $1993.

During the year 40 orders for school books were forwarded by Trustees, in^ 
volving an outlay inclusive of freight and other charges of $328. In 4(f-sets - 
tlons the school books are kept as public property. In all the others the books 
used are private property. In some sections the supply is well kept up. Gen­
erally the schools in which the books are kept ns public property are well sup­
plied. When the books are the individual property of the pupils the supply is 
rarely commensurate with the demand. In a number of schools the multipli­
city of Text Books in English Reading naturally retards classification. Would 
it not be aatep in the right direction for the Council of Public Instruction 

' to sanction either the “ Royal" or the “ Maritime Provinces” series, and no 
other—one tfould do as well as the other, there being no material difference 
between them. Either is incomparably superior to any other series for which 
public patronage is claimed.

(
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Teachers.

During the year the professional corps in active service embraced « 
46 Teachers of the First Class—Males.
90 “ ** * f Second “ “

Third «75

19 Teachers of the First Class-—Females.
Second 11 “
Third* “ “

Being in all 211 mules and 81 females, in addition to these, 12 male and 9 
female assistant teachers were employed.

By Terms,-—

31
31

22 First Class-Males. 
42 ,Second “ “
37 Third “
10 First Class—Females. 
16 Second “ “
14 Third “

‘■A \\;
r

Jwere employed during the Winter Term, and 
24 First Class—Males. 
48 Second “ “
38 Third “

9 First Class—Females. 
15 Second “ “
17 Third “

during the Summer Term.
With respect to professional status, as compared with previous terms, it af­

fords me pleasure to report progress, clear and unmistakable. We have a 
steauily increasing minority of superior teachers, a very fair show Gf qood. ones. 
Ld'ver Tyng from “ very fair” to " fair" and from fair to “ poor”

When allotments to teachers, from the Provincial Treasury, will be paid ac­
cording to a regular scale of inspection results—new life and vigor will be in­
fused into the whole educational system. ”

School Attendance—During the Winter Term 4055 pupils were registered, 
and 5484 names were entered during the Summer Term. This is a large en- 
rolment when it is remembered that there are but 6614 children between 5 
ard 16 in the County. 6602 different children attended schools during some 
portion of the year-being something like 25 per centum of the present popu- 

. tbe ,"‘7- ^"""B tbc Winter Term 62 pupils younger than /Sue 
and 636 over fifteen attended schools, and during the Summer Term the 
names of 165 pupils younger than five, and 265 orer fifteen were enrolled. I 
regret to And in almost every section that a number of the pupils who attend 
and frequently do well during the Winter Term, drop off towards the close of 
the term, and are not again seen within the school house walls until Ihe com­
mencement of the next Winter Term. When the attendance is irregular 
ineagre results invariably follow. 6

Waye and Means.—It appears there are 3284 rate-psvors in the Countv— 
7iPsrlatr!à'lgl??Perty ll;ble, 1° f" school- purpose, valued' at

6132; and receipts from other sources, $1170-constitute a total aggregate of
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- $18562 in the hands of Trustees to meet a total expenditure of $18432. The 
expenditure consisted of the following items :—debt's for previous years, $898 ; 
teacher’s salaries, winter, $6337; summer, $5857; asst’s. salaries, $262; inter­
est, $13; land for school purposes, $185 ; repairs, $767 ; new buildings, 
$2910 ; repairs to seats and desks, $244; school books, $297; fuel, $1352 ; 
insurance, $33 ; commission, $235 ; and miscellaneous, $92. The present 
sectional indebtedness is, $2232.

Progress.

Many schools tall below the desired standard, a state of things largely at­
tributed to the negligence of trustees and rate-payers. Bate-pay 
quently culpable in not placing a sufficiency of money at the dis] 
trustees to enable these officers to engage competent teachers, 
in very many cases, to say the least, inattentive in the discharge of the duties 
appertaining to their office. With these officials there is frequently a derelic­
tion of duty, (1) iu not officially visiting the schools entrusted to their chargé, 
and (2) in engaging teachers from any other consideration than professional 
skill and devotedness. In certain sections, I am told, teachers are sometimes 
engaged not so much for professional capacity, as for their being so fortunate 
as to have blood relations members of the Board of Trustees.

When schpols are lifeless, trustees in their neglect to visit and stimulate— 
are, in nine cases out of ten, more to be censured than teachers. When 
trustees are intelligent and energetic in the performance of their duties, visit­
ing at regular intervals, and taking notes of progress or otherwise—the schools 
under their supervision are invariably hives of industry and neatness.

The salient features in the way of progress during the year are, (1), an in- 
in the number of school sections and additional facilities for school at­

tendance : (2),’ a larger number of teachers employed than during any previous 
year ; and (8), a considerable advance in the attendance of pupils of both 
at school, with enlarged accommodation and additional appliances to assist in' 
the communication of instruction and in the development of mind. ,

By an amendment to Chap. 32 of the Revised Statutes, the Academy Grant, 
annually allowed to Inverness, agreeably to the schedule to Sec. 71, is to be 
hereafter appropriated 
County. The School
delegated, have, at the semi-annual meetings of May and November, chosen 
the Schools of Fort Hood, Port Hawkesbury, Whycocomah and Eastern Har­
bour, as the select schools for the combined districts.

During the Summer term, the advanced department of the Port Hood School, 
was under the Superintendence of Mr. Duncan Chisholm, a young gentleman 
of education and considerable professional experience.

The primary department tfae kit charge of Mr. Alex. McDonald, a teacher of 
the first class.

The advanced department of the Hawkesbury School, in charge of Mr. J. W. 
McLean, a teacher favourably known in various parts of the Province, was 
very efficiently conducted.

The primary department has been, for several years, taught by Miss Khoda 
Embree, a young lady of superior professional attainments.

In the High School, in W hy cocomah : village, under the very efficient supe 
tendence of Mr. W. H. Magee, I was delighted to find the attendance large, 
the evidence of progress on the part of the pupils marked, and the trustees 
evincing the most laudable interest in the success of the school.

Miss Mary Magee taught in the junior department. She handled her classes 
as only one specially trained to the work can. Every exercise evinced first-

era are fre- 
osal of the 
rustees areT 'J

y

crease

as an additional allowance to High Schools in the 
Commissioners to whom the function ot selection is
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class ability and consummate tact. In all the branches peculiar to it, this de­
partment ranked fully 4s high as the advanced.

The school-house at Eastern Harbour la one of the finest country buildings 
of the kind in the Province. All the surrounding sections contributed fiftu 
dollars each to aid the trustees of this thriving little village, in the erection of 
a structure of which the whole settlement is justly proud.

Mr. Daniel Collins had charge of the English department during the Sum­
mer term. Mr. Collins, in addition U> considerable college training, has had 

oral years experience in teaching. He performed his duties to my entire 
satisfaction. J

Mr. Evariste LeBanc, an alumnus of Memramcook College, taught, and still 
teaches, m the junior departments. In this , department. French is the ver- 

j j11™"1, of the children, and instruction is given almost entirely-in that

As the knowledge of French is rapidly becoming an clement essential to a 
libera education, I can, with confidence, recommend the Eastern Harbour 
school to parents desirous to initiate their boys and girls into a colloquial, and 
to a certain extent, literary knowledge of the language of Fcnelon and Voltaire.

A number of other schools of a high order could be enumerated, notably, 
those of Port Hastings, (two depts.,) B. Cove Marsh, (two depts.,) Marga 
1 a„V“f ™"7 oth,,.r8 ™th 8°°d buildings and superior teachers. 

j With all the imperfections of many of our public schools, and their name is 
legion, as to general results, I can honestly report progress.

That there are poor teachers and poor schools, I admit, and I am prepared 
also to admit that there will be wjph, and until the final consummation of'all 
thmgs7 some teachers, 1 am led to understand, while their articles of agree- 
ïi^^aro ^e, *v ,£al'at the same time have a private understanding with * 
theXustees, that they will be satisfied with their allotments from the Provin- 
eml anihUmnty Funds. As a natural result of such agreement, I am quite 
satisfied, tfiat>manv teachers fail to attest to their Returns, although the names 
of Justices of the Peace are invariably subscribed to these documents. In my 
last Report, to remedy this evil, I suggested that teachers should be compelled 
to attesti to their Returns before, or in presence of, a School Commissioner- 
on opinion which I still hold; difficult as it may be to devise measures in­
capable of circumvention,-a vigorous effort should be made to remedy 
which is universally admitted to exist, to some extent, at least.

an evil

Prospects.

When an annual appropriation of nineteen thousand dollars from the Pro- 
vmcial and County Funds alone, is made for County Educational purposes,— 
it is quite natural that the public should expect some material return tor such 
a largo expenditure. I am happy therefore, to report a wide-spread, awakened 
interest upon this subject. The day is iiot far distant when an enlightened 
public sentiment will discrimiuate in the choice of trustees; when trustees 
will chose teachers from higher motives than selfish nepotism. When teachers 
will be required to have, not the education requisite to run the gauntlet of the 
prescribed syllabus, solely, but also general intelligence and tact to excite the 
mental powers to healthy activity.

Iam delighted to find that at'the recent Session of the Provincial Teachers’ 
Association, special prominence was given to the desirability of establishing 
Teachers Institutes. As the Teachers of this County have, for the most part, 
received no special training for the business of teaching, I know of no means 
so easily attainable and which would be productive ot such general beneficial 
results, as the establishment of local Institutes, organized and conducted as 
nearly as practicable upon the plan of good common schools.

I

i
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The summer vacation would suit admirably for general county organisations. 
But to ensure efficiency, some legislative provision should be enacted to secure 
the attendance, at the regular Sessions of the Institutes, of all those teachers 
who have not already received special professional preparation.

In this connection permit me to acknowledge my high regard for your late 
lamented predecessor—the Bev. Mr. Hunt,—a gentleman whom I always 
found prompt and punctual in all his business relations with me, kindly in dis­
position, and friendly in his co-operation for the advancement of every 
measure calculated to elevate the standard of education in the county.

Here, and now it becomes ray melancholy duty to record the demise of two 
esteemed members ot the Board of School Commissioners.

Bev. Allan McLean. P. P., with a mind cultured by 
course of training in-tiie far famed halls of Valladolid, 
travel through the more historical localities of sunny Spain and other parts of 
the Continent—was always respected and esteemed by every member of the 
Board of Commissioners, for the maturity of his judgment and the broadness 
of his views in dealing with educational questions.

Of all the School Commissioners, Hugh McMillan, Esq., 
most punctual in his attendance at the semi-annual meetings of the Northern 

e Board. Long and varied experience as a Teacher and as a School Commis­
sioner, and abundant technical knowledge which he was always ready to utilize 
in the examination of school returns ana in testipg statistics—rendered him a 
most efficient member of the School Board.

In conclusion, I beg to express my most* grateful acknowledgments to School 
Commissioners, Teachers, Trustees and a host of other kind friends whose

9an exceptionally long 
and subsequently, by

the

sympathy, co-operation and unflagging hospitality, I shall never forget.
Very respectfully,

JOHN T. fitjNN.
David Allison, Esq., M. A., L.L. D„

Superintendent of Education.

I
RICHMOND COUNTY.

B. Benoit, Inspector.

Sm
I beg leave to submit, for your information, my Report of the state of 

the Schools in the County of Richmond, for the-year ended Oct. 31st, 1877.
Before entering into details and figures, I have the pleasure to remark that 

the condition of our schools is constantly, though slowly, improving from year 
to year. Education is being generally more and more fully appreciated by our 
people, the law better understood, and more determined and earnest efforts 
made to bring it under its legitimate and complete operation. In consequence, 
there is everywhere manifested a greater, stronger, and more sincere desire on 
the part of rate-payers and trustees, to erect suitable and convenient school- 
houses and provide them, at least, with^the necessary furniture and apparatus, 
thereby procuring more comfortable accommodation for their children ; trustees 
and people now, as a rule, endeavor to secure and, in fact, insist upon more 
satisfactory and higher results from the school than heretofore ; and they show 
greater anxiety to procure the services of really competent teachers, and

i
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Jiot satisfied in many eases with less than such, although they may, at times 
have to put up with teachers of inferior grades and fair abilitvf or of superior

era and serious financial embarrassment incident upon the almost total pros­
tration of trade and commerce for the last fournir live years, entaiimgtho 
roui h complete rum of our shipping interest, upon which our prosperity so 
much depends, they have accomplish*!, perhaps with few exceptions, as much 
dm mg this dull and trying period as .could be reasonably expected. With I he
■LS t"',r,.t“f rut|lçrltm 'vlth.tb= revival ol the™l trade particular!,;—for as long 
as hint industry «ill remain in its present state of depression, the people uï 
Clipe Breton as a whole cannot be prosperous—wo may look forward with' most 
sanguine hopes lor the advancement of education in ihis part of the Province. 
M ht „ pro,ent deposition of ,he people towards the inquisition of k“„w 
edge, ,1 prosperity should once more bless the land, it is conclusively evident 
that we would eagerir wine the advantage it would give to secure the very 
«.any and paramount benefits conferred by education ^

VAtiZ'ifoM'ThLhf1011! |WS forr<1 thi" •vc,,r ky <be division of <17 ,udtin, fi-S ’t h h '“n bee't m,""ed 8nd mm,l>ered VVeat VArdoise, No.
< i, mipong 6, Sections m all in the County. This division was an urgent de-
thouehthiro ws^Tm A°' /8’, w1‘ lur6e «'eut and populous, m,,I. al­
though there u ere children of school age ......... for a graded school with three
uIrorsmZ ’ ™l “r ‘ka*! judging from the past disposition of the rate­
payers, the required accommodations would not have been provided for somc- 
tmic to come, contented as they were with a building barely sufficient to seat 
(>0 pupils, when there were nearly 150 in the Section. Now, 1 anticipate the 

( operation*' W|‘ “d0" .from tllc division when the western Section gets in full
( lady pr^ret!'8”18 ,,,0re "g “Mond<race’ ^nd more satistactory and

V s,,™81'! Wer,e„la, having no school during the Winter Term, 9 in theSlimmer, and 6 during the year Of these, Lochside, No. 7 ; Grand Grave, 
t ’|6m htiut'cbe. No. 33, and Beard Island, No. 64, have no school-houses 
that time had^ T^ n° school for the last two years. The trustees previous to 
hv! nriv„t al along the use of a school-house erected a good many years ago 
^ ZMema"'t e beirsof "b?“ m disposed now to give the 

use of their building any longer to the Section, and the rate-pavers being few
"“"flmmlfirf WC” lhy’ baV,e uefused ‘° tai tbemsolra to build one oHhcir 

ow n Grand Grave commenced the erection of a building a few years ago, but
to reb ldasi„TP Th'e * 7" ,IC,troycd ?y "re’and "oa‘te'"Pt b“ been made 
to rebuild since. The rate-payers—at least some of them—have however
S* IVnwchl hIC,r C rld?" to 8-r!'001 t0 SL Prt*r’s island, the adjoining 
Section, fourche has not yet seen lfs wav clear to replace the building mali-
ablêto fimT td°s"rh V ,,0ctobcr tw«l',e month : and Bear Island has been -

i," 18,(i’ °" «ccountof the almost;,SdeXrtor a Hveh"ho„da 7 “r°UU[l that ^ th"

School-kmua.—Sooth Mountain, Cape LaRonde, and Black River have
OTrZtoTOd,8 cmb I .l’"ildinsali d"ri"Ç tbc ye»r, and sufficiently pushed the 
work towards completion to have school in them—the two first deserving
OmthaTth110'1 u thL‘lr ,0lidlt'v ef construction, site and neatness. Petit Do- 
Grathas thoroughly renewed and somewhat enlarged the old school-house, so
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much bo that is may bo tilled a now building. It is now much more suitable 
and commodious. v l ^v

Schools.—There wore schools in operation in 53 Sections during the Winter 
Term, having 62 departments,»in-vwhich were registered 2663 pupils, who made 
a grand total days* attendance of 166316. In the Summer we had schools in 
57 Sections with 66 departments, which were trequented by 2917 scholars, 
making a total attendance of 166437 days. Comparing the foregoing figures 
with those of the previous year we have a very satisfactory picrease.

5 I1a 11.

1 in 6 3 ‘ 
1 in 4.8

S.S£ 21877.
i
§ <1

Winter Term. 
Summer Term

62 2663 166316
16643Î

1483.56 
1591 34

56.13
55.56291766

Total for the year.. 
“ 1876.............

5580 332753
302200

128 3074.90
2773.28

1 in 5.05 
1 in 5.23

55.84
52.255404125

176Increase. 3 30558 301.62 2.59 .20

Teachers.—The number, grade and sex of teachers employed during the year 
arc as per subjoined table, and also placed in comparison with totals for 1876 :

Grade.
1877. r

A. C. D. E.

Winter Term. 
Summer Term.

1 D1 2016 101 13 211 18 0

•Total for year.. . 
“ “ 1876....

29 41 28 12
37 36 28 02

Increase.... 
Decrease.. .

5 1
8

The minority of our teachers did indifferent work, the mercenary and the in­
competent ; the majority 
an honor to the profession.

Everybody who is at all acquainted with schpol work is convinced that 
“ the teacher makes tne school.” It is, therefore, to be regreted, I think, that 
the Legislature should have judged it proper and necessary to do away with 
the Bonus paid to teachers of .grade B. This amendment has created quite a 
general dissatisfaction among our teachers, and I will be candid enough to ad­
mit that 1 sympathize with them, both for their sake and the efficiency of the 
schools. The Bonus, though small, was some encouragement to teachers of 
grade B to remain in the profession and a great inducement to those of inferior 
grades, particularly of grade C, to study to qualify themselves for grade B.

of them were faithful and laborious, and many were
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But this incentive, little as it was, has been cut off. Without wishing to be 
disrespectful to the assembled wmhm of the Country, I cannot help consider! 
this change a buj mistake. The legislators have urged, I believe, as a reason tor 
the change, the need of retrenchment on the educational grant brought about 
by the altered fin uncial condition of the Province ; very good. But, why not 
retrench where it might have been done without dealing an indirect but very 
injurious blow to the efficiency of our schools ? A saving of several thousand 
dollars, without mentioning other things, could have been effected bl rearrang­
ing the inspectorial districts and having only nine or ten, instead of eighteen 
Inspectors. 1 his is a change, too, that has been advocated for some years, the 
advisability of which must be admitted on several and higher grounds than the 
economizing of some thousands ofitollars, the authority for the carrying out of 
which was, some years ago, vested in the C. P. Instruction—the Govern men. 
Hie.Government, I have no doubt, will see the necessity of making this im­
portant change very soon.

Trxt * **ave t*le pleasure of examining the Royal and Maritime
series ot Readers, and must pronounce both excellent—a vçry decided improve­
ment indeed on the N. 8. Series. Although both arc, in most respects, 
equally worthy ot a place m our list of text books, ami of being introduced in 
our schools, I have to give my preference to the Maritime, eerie", for two rea­
sons ; (1.) their cheapness, placing them within easier reach of the poor : 12.) 
the very valuable features of treating of subjects connected with our history 
and geography and containing extracts from some of our own writers. These, 
in my opinion, enhance the merit of the series to an extent that, other tilings 
Provinces'"1’ eilt'1 e lllcm t0 » universal,use in the schools of the Maritime

Before concluding, it becomes mv painful dutv to have to record the death 
ot one ol our most zealous and assiduous Commissioners of Schools for this 
County the Rev. James Ross, of Grand River, Presbyterian Minister, which 
occurred in the early part of the past summer. The regularity with which he 
attended the semi-annual meetings, although living about 40 miles from 
Ancb.it, where the meetings are held, and the deep attention ho gave to the 
various matters with which the Board have to deal, proved the great interest 
he took in education in general, and in its advancement in this County in par­
ticular. (brand River and surrounding sections, especially have lost in him, a 
friend who was ever keenly watchful of their educational interests, and who 
will not be easily replaced.

In view of the above demise and the serious loss this Province has lately 
sustained by the death of the Rev. A. 8. Hunt, our late worthy Superintendent 
ot education, the Board unanimously passed, at their last meeting, the follow­
ing résolu ions “ That this Board record its high sense o' the loss this Pro­
vince anil education have sustained by the death of the R»v. A. S. Hunt, late 
Superintendent of Education ; and also its sense of the loss this Board and 
County have suffered by the demise of the Rev. James Ross, of Grand River 
ior many years one of its most acti e members.”

In summing up, I may justly say that 1877 has been a year of fair educa­
tional prosperity in the Public Schools of Richmond County.

Respectfully.

Z

V

R. BENOIT.David Allison, Esq., L.L. D.,
Superintendent of Education.
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YARMOUTH COUNTY.

(ï. J. Parish, Inspector.

Sib
It becomes my pleasant duty at the close of the year to render you, for 

the first time in your official capacity, a Report of the present condition of the 
Schools of the County of Yarmouth, their progress and their prospe.-ts.

For the time that has passed since the commencement of the present Act, 
there has been, with the exception of the past year, a steady, and in most cases, 
a rapid advance in all matters relating to the Educational interests of the 
County. During the last year we have, in some cases, barely held 
ground, owing mainly to the excessive stringency of the times, which operates 
in retarding education as well as the leading industries of the County. When 
no ships are built and no remunerative freights arc to be obtained, our people 
are compelled to curtail their school expenses as well as those of their houses.

That there has however been progress in some particulars mnv be seen by 
comparing the Abstracts of 1876 with those of 1877. In them we find as 
follows
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1876 1877 Gains.

Number of Teachers and Assistants,

Number of Pupils registered,

Total days' attendance,

Square feet of black-board,
Number of Wall maps,

“ Globes,
“ Dictionaries,
“ Clocks,

Salaries of Teachers,

Winter........
Summer....
Winter........
Summer....
Winter......
Summer....
Whole year.

79 81 2
82 84 2

tl3827 4280 45 3
\l6087 

267393 
16273 
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3374 4007 633 1 h,268932
239884

15022

27755
27509

hi1215
270 38

tv40 47 7
36 41 5
63 65 2

$19217 $21138 $1921

Our Resources were......................
“ Expenditure was....................
“ Indebtedness is......................
M Value of School property is

So that financially, we are in a very satisfactory position to commence an­
other year ; and can in most respects compare favourably with any other 
County in the Province.

But we have further gains'not so well expressed by figures. The teachers 
are of a superior class, decidedly improving each year in their ability and in 
their work. They also teach a longer time than formerly ; for it is a rare th ng 
that a school is closed before the expiration of the term, or within a lew day1 of 
it, except from sickness or some other unavoidable cause. A whole term is 

. the rule, less than that the exception. The school-houses too have in many 
cases been repaired and refurnished.
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We have at present an ample sup, ly of teachers for our wants ; and are not 
? Î’," ofTh3' dependent upou ou • neighbours. And I cannot say too much 
m favor of the majority of them. 1 here are, to be sure, in this in every 
other profession, a few who should n it lie on the list, who arc sadly out of 
*e,r sphere, ami whom I should be ,-ladto see abandoning their present tl"- 
ing for one more suitable to their abilities ; but we cannot get rid of them all < 
at, once, ai d others ot the same cli ss are constantly intruding themselves 
1 hese generally work for low wages, and in the eyes of s(„„c trustee, this 
atones for a multitude of defects. 1 i me mmees, tnis

Some Inspectors recommend that Grade E should he abolished 
not ready tor that yet in this County nor is it probable that many others are
»lme?v°'th!* “f“d *’vlll°11' W,"h vo “ h-nulo below E to be disposed of first
namely, those few who are workini under Permissive Licenses. 1 would 
recommend that no teacher he allowed, under any circumstances to teach under 
a Permissive Licenseior more than i nc rear. Give them that time to prepare 
themwivcaandaiimto to the annuaL,imination, and if they cannot then itop 
up into grade E let them step out: and give place to those who can. A lower 
class of teachers than D seems to be absolutely necessary for supplying some of 
the poor, distant and scattered .settlement»! therefore we cannot vet dispense 
rate hv f'!dc L’ 0,1 a,,"leth,"R equivalent, something below guide D at any
tinctinn hr*1' "7° lf,I think there should be no dis-tmction between male and female teachers, they should all stand upon the same 
level according to their capabilities. Our female teachers are taking grade D 
and some male teachers could not get higher than E - •
Arithmetic™! w11'1,- a (!”Lr1Jmpror?mc"t «chool-wook, especially in 
Arithmetic and Writing, -tiittrihute it in the latter case to the introduction 
of l av son, Buntoii and Scribner's cojnes in the place ef Staples'.

1 here arc (58 Sections in the County, and it is gratifivina to state that nut- of 
these, Go have had the benefit of a publia free school during one term, at least 
ot the past school year. Ol tlie three remaining, ne has just finished a neiv X 
house and opened it with an efficient teacher, the-sccund is talkin» of d liiv- the
henmvei 0°|, f'll'r <c.°,,ol'u‘1 >.is «H** dogged condition'and could 
lie moved out of their lethargy by the lever of Archimedes.

urmg Hie last year I have inspected nearly every school in tile County
I ci, Th 1,1 T°'"e T* 1 Sol,er!l'|y spend from 2 lo 3 hours in
etui, Thus, I cannot nccomphsh metre than two visitations in a day. My
opposite a,lt “rc 32 mi M from hom° in direction and 28 in the

We are
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select. N„r is it easy to oZnlp^tm'iVeiS^ii^onhe merit's of

bes of w-h’w, l‘fi" ‘r d,,,C"IdA fut H,c-V co,,tai" m“".V excellent pieces, the 
^ In U ■ / appropriated by those new aspirants for popular favour. 
tJ ! fn7 8 h,,f haro P™c“ this, I have so thoroughly exhaus-
Mcdless to bhrll7 it, 0118 f°n’",;d ill.,,,ch documents, (hat it seems
needless totr. clove the same ground again. I will therefore bring this
short statement to a close with the hope that under your energetic supervision 
our educational affairs will in the future ho most successfully promoted.

1 am, Sir, Tour mint Obedient Servant,'
a. j. famsh.David Ai.msok, Esq, M A., L.L. D.

Superintendent of Education.

l

YARMOUTH fiOUNTY. 69

1

7 s>


