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; e : EDUCATION REPORT
" 1s77.
EpucarioN DEPARTMENT,
Halifax, February, 1878.
1 b} T0. THE HONORABLE THE PROVINCIAL SECRETARY,— .

I beg to submit for the information of His Honor the Lieutenant
- Governor, the Annual Report of the Education Department for the
/ year ending October 81st, 1877. As the year whose educational opera-
tions are herein recorded termlnated prior to my appointment to the
office of Supenntendent T am notin a position to offer extended com-
= 'ments and suggestions in conformity with antecedent  usage respecting the
}' various departments of this important public service. No pains Thave

been spared to present the Statistical Abstract, and the Tables from

. which it has been condensed in an intelligible lorm, 80 that all who are
ed in the education of the Province may have placed before them

a summary - viey of its condition, so far forth as numerical results and
camparisons can exhibit it. These statistics will be rendered additionally

instructive if studied in cormectjon with the Supplementary Reports of

the Prinzipal of the Normal School, and of the Iispectors of Schools
g for the various Counties :—

STATISTICAL ABSTRACT.

l g 1. Scroor SkcrioNs,

Tntnl No of Bchool Sections, 1877 E b e iganes s aingitod LD
e S L 1754
THOPORNOT) oL (/i vl ativen st b nnion ba v soe baRbngnmn e 16
No. of School Sections having no School during any portion of the
s L A R TR RO S R e 1
No. of School Sections hnvmg no School dunng my portlon of the
year, 1876 .. 'e connvebee 186
Dioreass oo voiiidi i il iiinn VSRR iy Tl




EDUCATION—SUPERINTENDENT'S I?ORT.

2. Sonoors axp Purirs.

No. of Public Schools in operation,—

‘Winter Term, 1877..........
Do. ' 1876..
e e e e e e
P . 1

Summer Term, 1877......c000vuvnnns. i '

: . 1876
- T S e e e

Pupils Registered,—

Winter Torm, 1877..... RO PRI o 80788
= . 71593
Increass...........ceuveenins et e 8195 !

Sumimge Tarm, 1BTY.. ..ol o i e e Y 88041
Do. W nel adl e, Nl o Fatabin oV iy 82084
Tnorease.......c.... s & T \ ves 1907

THEE YRAR ;—BOY8. . .oovveecnreinceseneosionnsses sk Pl AN iR A pd 54738 1

Girls......... A A S TR s cearennnes AD972 /
‘Total, 187%...........
Total, 1396. o
Increase. .

Proportion of Populati

Winhr Term, 1877.}
Do. 1876

* Summer Term, 1877.....
\ Do. 1876

o, of Pupils daily gresent at Public Schools on un average for the tims in

. Winter Term, 1877....... PR e e viaws e SRV 46380
Do. S e e 44586

-l N o
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EDUOATION—SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT.

Pull Tetm Average,—
‘Winter Term, 1877
Do. 1876

» - Do. 1876

No. of Pupils daily present per 100 Registered,—

~  Winter Term, 1871.. ..
Do T8 =

Summer Term, 1877. ..
Do. 1876

'1 Anagamie Grade,—

Summer Term, 1877.. ... .U
Do. 1876...... 28

Olass First, e

Winter Term, 1877
Do. 1876

Summer Term, 1877
Do, 1876




xii - EDUOATION— BUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT.

Summer Term, 1877. ... 200.........c.0000nvvnnns i i BDD
Do. 1876...... 179..... riisiteiid R i ity . 874
Increase.......... 1 Docredss. ..o viovessimensse s 15

Class Third,—

Winter Term, 1877...... e ST e 194
Do. 1876...... D Gt sue 308
Decrease. ... ....... 4 Decresse.... . ..iiiiiiiiniiion, 84

Do,
Decrease.......... 27 Incresse..... oiie iy e i 4

Total No. of Teachers employed,—

Winter Term, 1877......
Do. 1876......
Imcrense.......... 8

Summer Term, 1877...... 645......... B A e 12566
Do. e T Suoes e s v iide 12056
Increase. .... vivnr BB e O R R R _ 61

Total No., Licensed Teachers and Assistants employed,—

Winter. Tormy ABTT. i s i o e SV e 1829
Doy 1876 -8 0 by . i2.. 1740
INCrease:iveveoesyin O I O TR T T _8

4. Sausnies or TEACHERS. 5
Received dzml from Government,— »
Teachers of Public Schools, by law, 1877 ceveenenienn. . 814757414
[otal direct from Government, 1876......,........ soecnpeer 18488018
o e i e o e i (v .. $12694.01

e

e
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Pﬂi\

Tor

No.

Amg

Coun

Bonu

Inspe
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EDUOATION—SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. xiii

Received from Trustees of various Sections,—*
Paid to Teachers by Trustees, per agreement—
180, covinss Arries i e Ceevateeeaniaianennes . $288601.17
LR e e L ceresieeenn. . 285569.19
Dhoesiens v $3031,98

Toran: Direct from Govermment. .............ceceeivss .. o0 814757414
¢ From Trustees.............. sl nanh e +oeee 288601.17

$436175.31
. 420449 82

Increase....,..... Sl Lo 15725.99

5. Bcmoon Housgs.

No. of Behool-houses built during 1871...., Tla oo 76
No. in course of erection, Oct. 81st, 1877 . = 58
A b voted for building purp at ing Sept., 1877....... $32179.00

6. SumMmiry or Govermxnr Exrrrviruar iy Pusric ScHooLs.

$147574.14
184880.18

12694.01

s 6600.00

County Aoademies, 1877 .uueeee o o
e eeene se  6610.00

0. 0 e canes

sresnasasone

LTIEPORED 1 11rss1sauivsves miosa® mrsatsssies oiasevonssansisersssenrstiis 50,00

Bonus to Teachers of Grades :—A, and B. of 5 years service, 1877.  2780.25
. do. !

Do, do. do. 1876.  5046.35
DOSTEANE c.vvsi bnssssisiinnas srssseisiinns iammissmsbnastsrsssim e, SRBBI0
————

Tnapection of Schools, 1877.......v.vun.s : « oo 14061.69

Do, 1876.ecvisinianees 18760.57

Increase .......

*The sources frnm’ which Trustees derive funds for the payment of Teachers Salaries
and the relative amount frum each for 1877, will be seen from the following state-

ment :
Paid to Trustecs of Connty Academies by G : 0600.00
Received Ly the Trusices from the County Assessment Fund.... . 10883278
Balance assessed witliin the several Sections by vote of rate-p $176168.44
: 128601,17




iv xmxunox-fmmu m‘ﬂ'ﬂ REPORT.

Government Expenditure assignable to Counties, 1871 v.veeeersovoreves. 171016.08
Do. do. do. xs +. 160197.05

Increase .....ccoe.erieenennesn

3070.54
2572.77

Examination of Teachers, 1877 .
o. 1876

Miscellaneous, 1877......... ...

4688.76
Do. 1876 ...

10626.13

Decrease s ceveseeen. Whanasiisessiosiiansnantinisiinimis subhe.  DOBY 0N

@overnment Expenditure not a.mgnable to Counties; 1877... e 7759.30
Do. do. do. 1876 . wen 18199.50

. 5440.20

—_——

Docrease sices ioiesesanisassmnibosiassalnesgionigeinss snneis

178775.38

Total Govt. Evpenditure in aid of Public Sehools, 1877
Do. 173396.55

do. do. 1876..

Increase........... Sresaneeneneninines ssesiesasaesssaiiieenes . B378,83

———
7. SumumarY or Loear ExpEsDITURE IN A1 oF Pusric ScmooLs.

Debts of ﬁzrmmy yaan:l paid off, 131: ieesieene $18538.48

. 18058127

InCcrease. seessisensassssssnranians srense enersesinnnan s s ionniniens - 485.21

Teachers and Assistants, 1877 ...... o
Do. do: 1878) 0 ceiivisininiiei

+..$288601 17
eeeee 286569 19

Tnereases seoeeseenssncsssrtarscinnansn.consennsses  3081.98

¢

Tnderest on borrowed money, 1817.c00n0s00srvnsassecasssensese 12785 41
Do. do. 1876 ceveeennsnnnnencsanscanases 1176823

Increnne.........--....-..........................._1019 18

Purchase and Improvement of Grounds, 1877, v... 10248 51
Do. do. 6184 84

Incrense cieeis o doasens snibnnesnonsnasoseodnsiies 4058.67

Repe

New

Schoc

Schoc

Fluel,
Do

Misce

Total

Total



EDUCATION—SUPERINTENDENT S REPORT, - xv .

RepalraanSchoolHoulaundOItHowa, 187000 vssmrincsbenniinnes  17928.82
Do. 870.......-........ 12298 59

9.08 D i e e
—_— -

New School Houses and Qut Houses, 1877,

tesssiisesiiiieneds .. B 26866.51
Do. do. 1876

.............. eeeenade. 4862819

Decrease......... S rbeseaiienseats Evvene e «+o 21661.68

School Desks and Seats, 1877
8.76 Do, do. 1876

AP IBTT s oovsseniinsonniie: Wibs
Dol ATB. e diiiinennive Whane

20605.55
5 » Dborease ....... cuereeiinis

8.83 1638.32

4628.39.

3 3 T

ik =1 D Bosisieess senntniasepacannren . 8185 07

8, s
827

S Comnmmnc to Seoretaries’ of ‘Trustess, 1817 ..

12088.78 -
5.21 Do. dov 18760000

wesinee D491.84,
—iil
neanessosiie, 261744
——

Increase T YT AP PR

B Miscellaneous, 1877.....
1.9 Do, 1876.....

10887.42.
18155.64

sonenneee 751822

————

..$431889.98
.o 445619.07

i
srstsenererinene,  14286,09
————

Total Evpmdlture far .Publw Schools, 1817.....
ﬁ; Do. 1876..

D

Total indebtedness of Sections at close of  year, 187'{. *e0ssssesess 181838 82
6T Do. do. 70.............. 182634 14.

5 Docr_euo--.....-un.....-..-..-......nun evesneee 8129532
—




EDUOATION—SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT.

L —

~ 8. Torar Exeenv¥Ture ror Pusric Scroors.

R S R e
EAEIG0 s Murinrsissons ebasbssirricie viinsn it e ARS8 08
$610158.86
619015.65

Dotreastscecsssstecscccasccnncrnrensennnensenessnss $8857.26

.Total 181Tesssseesscassassnnsarsassssnnee
“ 1876uceecsvccnnaes

. Sources of Funds to meet this Expenditure :

Legislative Grants. ., et 118775 88
Assessed on Counties by Wl beatiersbaies 106882 73
Raised, or to be raised within the ions by vote of rate-payers..,324550 25
610158 86
f———
9. Epvoarromar Exeenprruzz or Nova Scoria.
= Mmru by
@ov. of N, 8.
$610158 36 8178775 38
10162 30 5041 00
11886 00 6750 00
49427 70 14700 00
. ... 8881134 36 . $204266 98
cennee 717274 58 194605 55
«§ 86140 22°  Increase....... $ 9661 83

- I .cannot conclude without placing on record my sense of indebtedness
for counsel and aseistance to Hinkle Condon, Eeq;, Inspector of 'Schools ®
for Halifax County,

Trusting that during the current year I may be enabled to obtain by
visiting the more important educational points of the Province, and by
int with Insp , Commissioners, Teach , and the people
generally, an adequate practical -knowledge of the condition, working
and needs of the system committed to my charge. :

I have the honor to be,
Your obedient servant,
DAVID ALLISON,
Chief Buperintendent.

v ol

PUI
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VARIOUS BRANCHES: WINTER TERM,
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POOR BECTIONS—BPECIAL COUNTY AID,

i

¢ %
«
TABLE XV.
Number of | Amount of County Assessment paid to these
these Bec- Selmolu over and above the ordinary allow-
tions having |  ance,
Schools.
NAMES OF COUNTIES AND BESSIONAL
'RICTS.
X
R \
E& | §5 | Winter Term, |  Bammer Total.
i | g Term,
B |B
Annapolis, County of.. . i 24 | 82 142 556 ($174 71 |$ 317 26
Antlgomsh “ 11 73 05 A1 70 134 75
e Breton, « 16| 175 69 67-10 -| 242 79
cheawr, o 25 ] 133 40 141 08 274 48
Cumberlnnd ot 13| 180 52 74 81 204 83
Digby, District of.. 10 87 63 63 95 141 48
Clare, ¢ - 7 21 95 38 771 60 72
Guysboro, “ 4 70 18 38 86 104 04
8t. Mary’s, District of. . 3| b 16 97 25 28 42 25
Halifax, County o 21 | 23] 185 00 148 17 283 17
Hants, sttnct of Enst.. 6| 8 31 36 40 02 71 88
West.....| 10| 14 75 94 88 85 164 29
Inverness, County of........| 42 | 44| 273 21 274 00 547 21
Kings, kid J 17 [ 28 ] 208 50 182 27 885 77
Lunenburg and N, Dublin,.| 13| 11 94 41 76 901 171 32
Chester, District of 54 7 57 87 51 87 109 74
Pictou, County of.. 23| 27| 138 49 135 23 213 72
Queens, i 11 | 16 | 147 19 248 20 395 89
Richmond, 16 | 17 95 91 99 90 195 81
She]bﬂrne, District of, . A e 6 06 6 06
Barrington, ¢ 2| 6 15 88 20 79 45 17.
Victoris,.......... 14 [ 16 | 115 80 71 66 187 46
Yarmouth, District of. 4 7 18 62 42 50 61 12
rgyle, 3 5| 6 42 54 44 60 87 14
Lol 187, i iasninia 822 (852 | 2803 12 | 2204 28 | 4507 85
M 1BT8 e i .|804 1355 | 2195 89 | 2820 14 | 4525 08
Increase. ... . ] B e e R e
Decrease. . . . 3 1. s aeees o] 124 91 17 68




P BPECIAL GOVERNMEKNT

TABLE XVI.

SPECIAL GOVERNMENT AID TO POOR SECTIONS,

COUNTY,

Annapolis.....ooiiensnnnn
Antigonish . ,
Cape Breton. . .
Colchester ., ,

and above the ordinary
Grants, towards Balariés
of Teaghers employed in
Poor Bections,*

Winter Bummer
Term. Term -

206 91 | 259 15
95 10 | 105 16
332 23 | 148 83
228 92 | 226 06

Paid by Government over]

Pald by Government to-
wardg evection of School
Houses, &c.

ToTAL.

Winter | Summer
Term. | Term,

Cumberland., 139 14 [ 103 80 § .. |
are. ..., 21 64| 4236 ..
Dighy....... 8 98| 78040 ......
Guysborough ............ 66 27 | 101 17 ] 50 €0
Halifax. . 183 94 | 181 35 16 00
Hants. . . 104 80 | 11277 | ..., ..
Inverness. ., 432 55 | 166 82 | 300 00
Kings. .. 169 63 | 196 14 | :... ..
Lunenburg . i ..o 183 17 | 165 26
Pictou. . . IS i 21282 | 236 16
Queens.. .. 108 22 | 151 53
Richmond. . 168 07 | 146 71
Shelburne, . 23 83 | 85 38
Victoria . .. w0 139 22 | 159 66
Yarmouth. . .. .. e 68 00 | 109 99
Al R e 2934 44 12771 28| 866 00 | 410 00 | 6481 72
¢ 1876........../2697 83 |3081 62 | 331 00 | 396 30 | 6506 75
Increase. .... 236 61 | ...... 35 00| 1370)........
Dearease, ;. vt ook YRR O R e 25 08
(S o
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COUNTY ACADEMIES, ,

COUNTY ACADEMIES. (Embodied in the foregoing Tables.)

TABLE XVII,—PUBLIC SCHOOLS:
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PUBLIO ACADEMIES,

Expenses.
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~TABLE XVIII.—SPECIAL ACADEMIES.

PRINCIPAL.

A.H. McKay, M.A

ACADEMY.




SBPECTAL ACADEMIES.

TABLE XVIII.—(Continued.) SPECIAL ACADEMIES.
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SPECIAL ACADEMIES.

“TABLE X VII.—(Continued }—SPECIAL ACADEMIES.
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EXPLANATIONS,

TABLE XVIII— Continued.

PICTOU ACADEMY.

Only the two highest Departments of the Academy Proper are returned here—the
Classical and Mathematical. The other Departments form an-organic part of the
Common School system of the Town.

Pupils “grading” out of the highest Dapartment of the Common Schools, and also
students from the county who can * pass” the ing ination are admitted free.

A. M. MCEAY, B. A, Principal.

INSTITUTION FOR THE DEAF AND DUMB.

(a) Most of the Pupils are free, The amount received for Board and Tuition
from Pupils was only $399.

(b) Far explanation of the method and course of instruction, peculiar to Depart-
ments, See Education Report fur 1868, Table R.

(¢) This includes extra grant for Building Fund. Besides the N, 8. grant,
81000 was received from New Brunswick, and 300 from P. E. Island Governments for
the pupils from these Provinces,

(d) This includes the Secretary’s and Matron's salary, Servants wages, provisions,

fuel, light and all household expenses.
J. SCOTT HUTTON, M. A., Brincipal.

YARMOUTH SEMINARY,

Thirty-4wo pupile of the Central Public Sohool have attended the Freuch, Latin,
ng the year.

and other classes
LUTHER E. EMBREE, B. A., Principal,

|
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NORMAL AND MODEL BCHOOLS.

GOVERMENT GRANT.
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TABLE XXI.—PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHERS' YEARLY EXAMINATION.
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w SUMMARY OF GOVERNMENT EXPENOITURE.
e —— e
)
P
! i 45
TABLE XXIIL
SuMMARY OF GGOVERNMENT Grants For Epvcarroy, 1877. ==
Common Schools. . ..oooovees i $147,574 14 1 =
County Academies......... 6600 00
Tenchers’ Bonus...ooooveee 2780 25
Inspectors’ Salaries.. ... . 18,401 69
[ Stationery, & 660 GO
Examination of Teachers. o ovoioriaoeaees inee 3070 54 <
"Pravelling Expenses Pupil Teachers Normal School 625 00 ]
Office BXPENBES. .ovvvveet neenrnsneierntet: 1122 21
Special Aid to Poor L e e L e 176 00
5041 00

Normal and Model Schools.
Colleges. ... covnvnceerinss . 14,700 00
Special Aecademie; o S : - 5750 00 .
Salaries Office. . .. 2600 00
165 55

bt o o o p e e

$204,206 38

Tatal A8l ie oo vhmalbanon s Sahei ot tagabis s
O (T e e R 194,605 53
.................. $ 9660 83

Incrense. . ...ooes TR ROC iy



L 14
0 00
0 25
1 69
0 GO
0 54
5 00
22 21
6 00
{1 00
0 00
50 00
00 00
65 55
(6 38
05 53

60 83
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APPENDIX A.

REPORT OF NORMAL SCHOOL,

To Davip Arrison, Esq, LL. D.,
| Siry—

The following Report of the Normal School for the Session 1876-7 is
respectfully submitted :—

The total numiber of students enrolled was one hundred and forty, of whom
forty-three attended the full session. During the Winter Term, from the first
of January to the end of April, we had over one hundred in attendance, the
largest number attending at any one time in the history of the Institution. We
were compelled to fit up temporary desks and. seats, and to crowd the build-
ing much beyond what was consistent with comfort, progress, or health.

Noventy-three students were awarded Normal School Diplomas,—twelve in
grade “ Superior,” forty-seven in grade “ Giood,” and fourteen in grade *Fair.”
Sixty-seven received no Diploma, the cause in most cases being insufficient at-
tendance.

Many of those who already held license. left the Institution at the end of
April to take charge of schools. Of those examined for license at the end of
the Session in July, eighteen were successful in obtaining Grade B, of whom
twelve were young ladies. The number obtaining Grade Cfwas fifty-one.

The Governor General's Silver Medal was awarded to Miss M. H, Lock-
wood of Cornwallis; the Bronze Medal, to Miss M. Brown of Truro.

With a view to increase the efficiency of the Iustitution on our removal to
the new building in November, 1878, I would offer a few suggestions,

The standard of admission should be raised at least to that of grade D. In
my opinion it would be well to require that applicants for admission should
actually hold a license ; or to make arrangements by which they can be exam-
ined in their own county, Otherwise some way incur considerable expense in
travelling from remote parts of the Province, and fail to gain admission througk
inability to pass the required examination,

Under our present lations, students are at any time, This is
very detrimental to the interests of the institution. Those who come in late
are unable to join classes which have been organized at the beginning of the
session, with any great profit to themselves ; and they are to some extent a
barrier to the progress of the others, I would suggest that none be admitted
after the day of formal opening, which is one week after the day of nominal
opening. If any exceptions were made, it should be in favor of old students
of high standing.

The time of attendance required to render a student eligible for a Normal
8chool Diploma should he increased, Three-fourths of one session, or school
year, is all that is now demanded, If the time has not arrived for a course
of study extending over two or three years, one full session, at the very least,
should be required.

A.ecording to existing regulations, in some cases the Normal School Diplomu
is given as a separate document ; in other cases tho Normal School standing is
recited or inscribed in the Provincial License. A uniform plan should be

Amitiad




PRINCIPAL'S REPORT,

adopted, and, for various Teasons assigned in my former Reports to the Super-
intendent of Education, I am convinced that it would be much more satis-
factory to make the Normal School Diploma separate and distinct from the
Provincial License.

In order to secure full and thorough qualifications to those under training,
and to give the inatitution a position equal to the Normal Schools in other
countries, we require a somewhat broader curricnlum. The subjects which
more especially demand attention are Physical Soience, Drawing, and Elocution.
The introduction of these branches involves an addition to the teaching staff.
It has occurred to me that possibly our wants in these departments could be
met by making arrang ts with neighboring institutions, in Halifax or
elsewhere, by which a portion of the time of qualified Professors might be
given to each, and the expense shared in proportion.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Yours, with respect,

- J. B. CALKIN.
Normal School, Truro, Dec. 81st, 1877,
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NORMAL BCHOOL.

NORMAL SCHOOL.

NAMES OF STUDENTS, &c.

NAME. CounTY. N""{‘p“ll“‘rsﬁl'“"l P“’O"Qm’[‘l‘&'f“
Harriet Archibald. Colchester Not classed ¥
Mary Archibald, o - Superior 79 B.
Minnie Brown............ & “ 76
Etta Berry.....cvee0eenes ] Not classed
Ada Blanchard........e.. .. ¢ “
Minnie Shields. . . Yarmouth Good 59 B.
Clara Kirkpatrick. Colchester « 74 B.
Phebe Cohoon. ... ....| Shelburne “ b8 B.
Minna Killam............ Yarmouth Superior 82 C.
Maria C. Killam.......... & " 80 B.
Bella M. Fowler.......... Colchester Good 60 C.
Clara M. Archibald........ i . 52 C.
Sophy MacDonnell ..| Cumberland W C.
Carrie E. Parsons. Annapolis “ 69 C.
Jemima Olding. . . Colchester #71 B.
Rebecca B. O'Brien. Hunts Superior 75
Bessie Dowling. ... Lunenburg Good 58
Kate McKay...... Colchester “ 62
Maria C. McKenzie.. Cumberland “Not classed
Amanda Norris. . ..., Colchester Superior 77 B.
John W. H. King. el Good D.
Marsden Blois. . ...... Hants “« .70 B.
Jonathan Woodbury. Kings (s B.
Melbourne Clark. Annapolis Superior 76
Fred. A. Rand.. .. Kings " 78 B.
Harris 8. Condon. .. it # i B.
Mary McKay......... Colchester Not classed
Amanda 8. Hirtle.. ... Lunenburg Good 62 0.
Jessie Patterson. ,... .. Kings LA )
Janet MeDonald. . Colchester R C.
Ellen Dickie., .o....00s s 8 i 67 B.
Jannette Archibald.. .. Yarmouth Superior 76 B.
Mary Thompsen.... Antigonish Fair 48
James W, Tingley. . Inverness Good 67 C.
Howard Pineo,. . Kings 478
Joseph Beckwith il “ 68 B.
Lalia Beckwith. . o Not classed’
Aunnette Nauffts. . ... Halifax L
Susan M. Flemming. .......| Colchester t
Amands Hanna........... Halifax Good 61
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NORMAL SCHOOL—Continued.

Nanx. Counry, Nnrr;x;llnf“e:\'ml P '3;‘,‘,",,'6"3'_’”
Jane Weatherby.......... Colchester Fair 87 C.
Bessie Stevens. |, ., s Not classed
Alice Stevens. , & Fair 45 C.
Kate Hayden. . Yarmouth Not classed
Sarah H. Rose, . . g 4
Mary E. Whitney. Lunenburg  °| Fair 40 C.
Maud McKenzie, . Colchester Not classed D,
Lucy Wisdom. ... Halifax "
Maggie Blois, . , Hants i
Maggie MacKinlay... .....| Colchester Good 56 + C.,
Tryphena Shaw. . ..... ...| Hants Not classed
Mary J. McNab. ... ... .. .. Cumberland L]
Ellen McDonald. . Yarmouth Good 62 C.
Minnie Archibald . Colchester “ 59 C.
Lucinda Sandeson. 1 L i C.
Frederick Blair. ... “ Not classed D,
Rosa D. Bland. . Cumberland Fair 42 C.
Bessie Saxton. . . Colchester Good 53 D,
Susan J. Sibley ., 4 T C.
Teresa Boehner; , Lunenburg ] C.
Marian Scarfo. Halifax " 87 0.
Jennie McLean. , ... ,,.... Cumberland Not classed C.
Jane Fitzgerald , . , Antigonish L
Firman McClure. . . Colchester Good 53
Ernest Crosby. . .. . Aunapolis Not classed
John March. . . ., Colchester “
Shubael Dimock. . . . Hants Fair 47 0,
Frederick Murphy . W “ 46 C.
Lizzie A. Fynn,..... Inverness: Not classed -
Maggie Honnesy. . ........ Colchester Fair 45 D.
Susan P. Fulton, ., i Not classed C.
Robert Malcolm. , . , . " Fair 44 C.
Alexander Robertson. ... .. Pictou Not classed
Asa McDonald............ Hants s
Mary Korrs .o\ \von. .. Oumberland Good 53 C.
Luella Hatfleld........... (L @i b9 C.
Agnes A. Hennesy.. ...... Colchester Fair 37
Maggie M. Semple. . ...... " Good 66 C.
Rebecea C. Kinsman. ... ., Kings Good 67 C.
Ida Lockhart, ., .......... o u70 D,
Mary E. Kennedy. . Cumberland Fair 82 C.
Emma Fulton..., . Colchester Not classed
William Ringer. Shelbuine 1
Susan Cutten, , .Colchester Fair 30 D,
Maggie Hislop. .. “ Not classed
Eva McDougall. . ... Hants Good 54 C.
Melisea Sterling. . ..., Ll Fair 46 C.
Lavinia E. Outlink. , Annapolis Good 52 0,
Liblée Archibald. ... ...... Colchester Not classed. D.
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NAME, Counry, x°i§?,:|’°.%;'f°°' P’S;‘ul’v‘-‘:du”

Frances McKay..........| Colchester, Not classed
Alida Hamilton. . , . ts Good 66 C.
Annie Eaton..... Kings Not classed
Cassie Archibald. . Pictou £ .
Lucy Sandford. ., Kings Good 60 C.
Jessie Clarke. ... “Halifax Fair 38 D.
Eva Lynds. ... ..| Colchester Not classed E.
Annie Cuttle..... - ] " B
Ellen M. Porter. . Yarmouth (s
Clara B, McKay. . Colchester Good 65 C.
Bessie Eaton...... .| Kings “ B3 C.
Emma Beckwith.......... ¢ “ 64 C.
Minnie Archibald.........| Halifax “ 69 C.
Mary McCully . .| Colchester “ 65 B.
Ada F. Stephens, . .| Hants “ 62 C.
Harriet A, Ellis . .| Yarmouth Buperior 80
Calista D. V. Ellis.. i L] “ 80
Annie Masters. . .| Kings Good 68 B,
Mira H. Lockwood. . i a @72 B,
Alexander McKengio. . ....| Inverness Not classed
Louisa 8. Johnson. . .| Kings o D.
Clara A, McCart...... Colchester L D.
Eliza C. Sibley .. " 4
Susan C. Mc{mughlnn. = " C.
Nettie K. Hynds. . . " " D.
Susan McLellan . . Hants & C.
Emma Archibald....... Halifax 8 D,
Eveline Farnell........... o y i C.
Mary B. Lantz o..........! Cumberland M C.
Alparinth Soley .. ........| Colchester o C.
Emily A. Cox.......... i o o C.
Jane Johnson .......... e “ #
Sarah Brown............ .| Kings , * C.
Matthias Ryans .. .. e Colchester £ C.
Alexander Hubley.,......| Halitax i D.
Mionie A. Fishier.........| Colchester £
T. M. Martin, | Kings (i D.
Jacob Barnh: A «+| Colchester . ¢ C.
Angus J. ‘Murray,.........| Pictou L B
Henry Slocomb........ Annapolis @ C.
James P, Dill.............| Colchester & C.
Brenton C. Munro. . . «+ss| Annapolis £ 0.
Alfred 8. Mosher. .........| Kings L C.
Maifnret K. Ervin, .| Halifax “ C.,

ude Cochran.. .| Hants 4 C.
Minnie L, Higgins. .| Kings L C.
Ruth R. Charlton. . .| Annapolis 4 ; C.
Lelia Crowe. . . .| Colchester # C.
Lizzie Tupper.. Kings =
Waittie Chute. . W ) “
John H. Putnam........... Colchester L)

v
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APPENDIX B.

REPORTS OF INSPECTORS’ OF SCHOOLS OF THE
DIFFERENT COUNTIES,

ANNAPOLIS COUNTY.

L. 8. Mons, Inspector.

Sin,—

In submitting the Report of the Educational Work in the Public
Schools of Annapolis County, for the year ended October 81st.,, A. D, 1877,
I beg, in Ythe first place, to call your attention to the Tables compiled from the
A., B. and C. Returns, which, on careful consideration, will furnish a vast
amount of useful information on this important subject.

The number of Sections into which the County has been divided, remains
a8 last reported—viz., one hundred and two. Tt is a matter of gratification to
be able to report that the number of Schools in operation during the past year
wag greater than in any previous year. The number stands thus :—

Winter Term.......,. 83. embracing 92 Departments,
Summer Term........94, “ 105 “

The aggregate number of pupils attending these Schools wag,—

Winter Term.............. +.0:.8996
Summer Term.............. 4080

The number of different childven at school during some portion of the year,
was 5128, being 1 in every 8.5 of the present population of the County.
The teachers employed during the year are classified as follows —

; A, | B.|C|D. | E. | Male. | Female. | Total.
Winter Term. .......... Llo[ar]w]af 0| & [ u
1 | 22

Summer Term...........

45|27|12| 4 ' 86 [107

Ten Assistant Teachers were also employed duringthe Winter Term, and
three during the Summer Term.

The teachers as a whole, considering the difference of class, and making
reasonable allowance for the youthfulness and inexperience of many of them,
have performed their work with intelligence and a fair amount of success, A
few are to be found who are not adapted to impart instruction in a proper
manner, and are consequently a failure imr the school room, Some are evi ently
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not ‘“born to rule,” and therefore find, it almost impossible to maintain
rder and discipline in even a passible degree. These latter classes should
urn their attention to other pursuits, and make room for teachers better
dapted to tho performance of the important duties which they are required to
ischarge.,

Many of the teachers are evidently improving in power and efficiency, and
are by study, observation, and well-directed efforts put forth in their profes-

ion, constantly adding to their stores of knowledge, and to their ability to

properly teach and govern the school over which they are placed. These
teachers are becoming more efficient and more worthy of confidence and sup-
port every term. They see and feel the duties and responsibilities of their
position. and labor earnestly to perform the great and arduous work assigned
them, It is a matter of regret, however, that they do not, in many instances,
receive that encouragément and support, pecuniary and otherwise, from
trustees and parents, to which their sbilities and experience justly entitle
them. As a natural and inevitable result of this want of appreciation and
support, some of the best teachers are leaving the profession and entering
upon other spheres of labor in which their efforts will produce more liberal
returns.

A considerable proportion of the teachers are young and inexperienced, and
therefore need help and enconragement not only from the Inspector and Com-
missioners, but more especially from Trustees and Parents. Ipam sorry to be
obliged to report that in many instances they do not receive from parents and
trustees that amount of consideration and moral support to which they are
justly entitled. I am not able to record an instance in which trustees have
visited the school the number of times required by law. In many cases they
have not visited the school room even once during the term. The same remark
is more especially true concerning parents other than trustees. This apparent
indifference manifested in so sigua.rn manuer, has a very discouraging effect
upon the teacher.

While the schools have in general exhibited a fair amount of progress, a few
have done remarkably well. In the case of these latter, a combination of
favorable circumstances was found to exist. These were—teachers well

ualified for their work and earnestly, diligently and judiciously discharging
their duties—regular attend good dation, suitable apparatus, and
co-operation on the part of trustees and people. Where these conditions
existed, the result has invariably been most gratifying, and has amply rewarded
those sections that had liberality and discrimination enough to make a suitable
and necessary provision for the education of their children, A failure to
obtain satisfactory results in schools is directly attributable to neglect on the
part of trustees and rate-payers to secure the necessary conditions. In many
sections the illiberality of the rate-payers in refusing to place an adequate sum
at the disposal of the trustees remli]ers it impossible for them to secure the
most essential requisites of a good school, As proof of this the statistics of
the year disclose the fact that $14761.00 only were paid by trustees to teachers
during the year, which would be on an average about $150.00 for each teacher
employed. = The educational status of the country cannot be expected to rise
very high without a greater outlay of money.

In the matter of attendance at school no improvement can be reported.
During the Winter Term, the percentage of enrolled pupils daily present at
school was about 57; while during the Summer Term it was only.56. The
number of children detween five and fifteen years of age reported not at school in
sections having achools, was no less than 702 during the Winter Term and 626
during the Summer Term. This irregularity in attendance at school is, in my
opinion, one of the greatest hindrances existing among us to the requisite and
ogsential work and progress in the Public Schools, aud will, unless some
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remedy be applied, continue to operate injuriously to the best interosts of the
people and progress of the country, If parents generally felt the importance
of education for thejr children, this obstruction to the educational advancement
of the country would be greatly lessened, But since many‘of them are indif-
ferent to its grent value, and indisposed to make the necessary sacrifice to
secure 8o great a blessing for their children, the work of reform must bo very
slow, if we are obliged to wail for their enlightenment on this point by ordinary
means, Poverty, without a doubt, ¢auses this irregularity in some cases, but .
for the most part, it is the result of covetousness or indifference on the part
of parents, ’}‘he remedy for this great obstruction to educutiomil\ progress, is,
in my opinion, to be found in 8 judicious, yet stringent I’agislzti\e enactment
enforcing attendance at the public schools.” The enlightened seatiment of this
<county is, I believe, largely in favor of such an enactment, The necessity for
some remedy for this evil elicited from the Commissioners of Schools for
Annapohs West, at-their last meeting, the following resolution which was
unanimonsly concurred in ;—¢ Resolved, that the Board respectfully recom-
* mends the Council of Public Instruction to adopt such measures as may be
“deemed necessary to insure the compulsory attendance of pupils at our
“ public schools.” "It is to be hoped that the Legislature will, ere long, see the
way clear to pass an enactment of this character necessary to the perfection
of our present educational system, and to the production of the highest profit
and good to those whom it was more especially designed to benefit.

The * Royal Readers” and the Maritime Readers,” which are being
gradually introduced into the schools, are highly approved of by the best educa-
tionists in the county, and are, I believe, superior to the old Nova Scotia
Series. The chapter on elocution, which I "have been informed is to be
inserted in the fifch number of the Maritime Readers, will supply a desideratum
which was greatly needed, Good slocutionists are to be found in very few of
the schools in this county. A large majority of the teachers are mnot well
posted on this important subject, hence, there is not that improvement ir
reading that could be desired,

My notes of inepection for the year will show the results of my official visit
to the various schools. I have endeavored to give a faithful report of the
state of each school visited and of the efficiency of the teacher employed.

New school houses have been opened in Wiswall and Funday Sections. In
Clements West Section, the school house which was old and not adapted to
the wants of the section, was destroyed by fire a short time before the cloge of
the summer term. It is supposed to have been the work of an incendiary.

The County Academy has been performing a very creditable amount - of
work. There has been a marked improvement in this institution within a fow
years past.  The benetits conferred are however very largely confined to the
wealthy section in which it is situated, and the extra Provincial Gra; hich
it receives, gives that section a great advantage over other section: equally
deserving. i

In conclusion I may state that the interest of the people in the cause of
education is gradually on the incrense. Although the amount of progress is
not 8o great as it should be, yet, on the whole there is much cause for encou-
ragement. The provisions of the law are becoming more generally understood
and appreciated, yet the expense and supervision must be continued, and
increased when necessary, in order to secure to the youth of the country the
greatest amount of benefit to be derived therefrom,

Respectfully submitted,
L. 8, MORSE,

Davip Avniso, Esq., M.A, LL.D,
Superintendent of Bducati
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COLCHESTER COUNTY.
D. H. Suwrn, Inspector.

Sip,—
T wish to submit the following report, on the condition of the schools in
this County, for the term now ended.

The Returns show that of the 116 sections in the County, 110 haye had
school some portion of the year, Never since L have held the office of In-
spector has there been so much of the school machinery in operation as during
this year. And were the sections without school provided with suitable ac-
commodations, I feel convinced that they too would have had school some part
of the year. A growing anxiety is exhibited by them to secure, within their
own bounds, school advantages, and, though isolated, scattered and weak, they
seem willing to make almost every sacrifice to accomplish this end, No more
healthy sign of the good effects, produced by our educational system, could be
desired than to see so much anxiety and determination manifested by. the peo-
ple to give their children the benefits of the school. It plainly indicates that
the whole population is animated with the true and proper spirit, that the op-
position, so formidably presented, at the time of the ineeption of the present
school law, to its eaforcement, has been removed, and that the people are realiz-
ing and appreciating the great boon they have conferred upon them by being
placed in the possession of such a school system.

The number of sections without a school in the winter term, exceeds that in
summer by 2. In winter there were 14, viz. +—New Britain, Beaver Meadow,
Castlereigh, Cumberland Road South, Cumberland Road North, Springmont,
Irwin, Upper Brookfield, West St. Andrews, Colter, Kemptown, Murdoch,
Henderson’s and Bible Hill. In summer there were 12, viz.:—New Boston,
Beaver Meadow, Little Bass, Folly Lake, Springmort, Union, Irvin, Upper
Brookfiold, Forest Glen, Fort Ellis, West St. Andrews, and East New Annan.

The total number of teachers employed during winter term was 121, holding
licenses as follows :—

B . ¢C D E
BB s 1lkpm
Durineg SUMMER.
A B C D E
v w e

The number of registered pupils during the winter term was 5600 ; in sum-
mer it was 5781, The total daily average, for the time the schools were in
gession in winter, was 8188, in summer it was 8167. The highest average
secured in the winter term was in Beaver Brock School, taught by George
Archibald. Of 43 registered pupils he had an average attendance of 34.6,
being 80.5 per cent.;of the scﬁo ars enrolled. The lowest average, on the
other hand, we find "n the East New Annand School, where the percentage ot
ﬁlpils present, on an average daily, only reached 28, In the Summer Term

iss Church’s School, Truro, carries off the palm. Her per centage was
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75.14. The lowest in this term was in Miss McDonald’s School, South
Branch, North River. Of 44 registered pupils, an average of 13.71 was
wade, being 31.19 per cent. of the number enrolled. We thus see the great
discrepancy that exists in the regularity of attendance of our scholars and the
interest indicnted by the people in the education of their children in the sev-
eral sections of the County.

For the indifference shown by many parents in sending their children to
school, much blame is not unfrequently attributed to the inability and inapti-
tude of many of our teachers. There is no doubt much ground for it in these
in very many cases. Still, many of these teachers, who are considered so in-
difterent in certain schools, meet with the greatest success in others. It isnot
therefore their unfitness to teach : it is because they are unable for the posi-
tion, It does then appear to me altogether unjust to lay so much fault to the
charge of the teacher. The fault rests, in the choice made by the Trustees,
in the selection of the teacher, The ruling motive in the choice is, I regret to
say, in too many cases, the almighty dollar. The work to be done, or the man-
ner in which it is to be done, is a secondary consideration. Hence the demor-
alized condition in which we so frequently find so many of our schools, The
school of Masstown section is to the point—a section having 86 children be-
tween 5 and 15 vears of age, with property assessible for school purposes to
‘the amount of $52,000. Yet because they could secure her services for the
paltry sum of $60, the Trustees employ a young lady, possessing little or no
experience, and holding a Grade D license. In a school such as this, consist-
ing as it does of bright, active, intelligent looking scholars, it was unreasonable
to expect from that teacher anything but failure ; and it was a failure, Now,
in this ‘case, the teacher is not the blameable party for the demoralized condi-
tion of that school. The people should condemn the Trustees for waking snch
an appointment. Were tﬁo Trustees eufficiently wide awake to the educa-
tional interests of their section, and ambitious enough to secure a teacher who
would bring order out of chaos, and exercise a wholesome discipline over the
works, their school would be one of the very best schools in the County, and
one which would reflect credit on the Section. But for the miserable pittance
of 860 the Trustees are ready to sacrifice the childrens’ time, their parents
money, and the teacher’s future success. Out with such Trustees! Let men

appointed who have an idea of the work to be done and who are ready to

ay o salary that will secure a teacher that is able to do the work satisfactorily,

n this connection, too, I might refer to the school in Portaupique, where,
through the action of the Trustees, a worse condition of affairs exists, In.
deed, here matters have reached that degreo of demoralization that they aro
about curing themselves. I do sincerely hope that by another year I shall be
able to report this school in an improved state and a more healthy condition,
with its two departments presided over by faithful and efficient teachers, in-
stead of having 80 or 90 children, under the tuition of a mere youth, huddled
together in one apartment, capable of seating 50. .

I regret to find that in some sections parents have presumed to interfere
with the enforcement of discipline in their schools. - So serious is this evil be-
coming, that it is destroying the order and, consequently, the success of their
schools. It is high time that the arraignment of tenchers before the magis-
trates or police  court was stopped. The teacher’s authority must be main-
tained ; and if, at any time, it is supposed that an undue latitude is taken in
the exercise of that authority, ict the Trustees be appointed a tribunal to ad-
Jjudicate upon such matters. There are some in almost every section who
think their children never have justice done them by the teacher, and who are
only too ready to avail themselves of an opportunity to seek redross through
seme civil court,  From such, protect the teacher, and lot his authority ba pre-
served intact in the school.
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DISTRIOT OF CLARE.

DISTRICT OF CLARE.

A. P, Laxpry, Inspecter.

Sig,— =
I have the honor to lay before you my Annual Report on the state of

public instruction in the District of Clare, for the school year closed October

31, 1877,

Before entering on the subject in question, allow me to congratulate you on
your access to the honorable position lately occupied by the much lamented
Rey. A. 8. Hunt, whose demise happened so unexpectedly and at a time when
his services were most needed to close the school affairs of the year. But, like

ood things in good time, the appointment to the office of Superintendent of
Bducation, of a xan so well spoken of in the press and elsewhere, can but re-
ceive a goneral approbation, while it prognosticates an impartial administration
of the affiirs of our present achool systom. May you, therefore, excel your
predecessors of good fame in promoting the cause of education throughout the
Province,

In casting your eyes over the Statistics of the different Counties and Dis-
tricts, you will perceive, I presume, that the District of Clare has in school
matters withstood the hard time as well as any other district. Every year
bri%is its share of improvements in the schools. “ The people here seem not to
flinch under the depression of time, but*keep up courage and strenuously face
up the difficulties that schools are wont to meet. While there is a slight de-
creaso in both the expenditure and revenue, there is an increase of attendance
over that of the preceding years. The greatest number of schools that ever-
were in aPerMian ata time in the District, took place during the Summer
Term. There were thirty-one departments in session during some portion of
that term, which gave a grand total of 99,751, being equal to 899 pupils at
school the full term.- But the Statistical Tables already forwarded to your
office will give ampler information respecting the progress of education and the
financial state of school affairs, in the District, than I can in this narrow space,
With regard to the number and qualifications of Teachers and Assistants
employed during the year, permit me to refer you to their respective head-
ings in the same Tables. :

School Sections and Houses.~There are now twenty-eight Sections in the
District, and 82 departments, one of wnich, for want of & fit room, had' no

. 8chool during the year, At the May meeting the Commissioners added one

new Section to the number already existing, and, at the request of the rate-
payers, gave it the name of New Jerusalem, No. 28. Tt is situate about four
miles from Havelock Section, and contains only nine or ten settlers. As there
was 1o school-house in the Settlement, leave was given the trustees to have
schiool in a private room until one.be built; school was in operation three
months during the Summer Term, That Section and . the Thibault, No, 27,
are the only ones without a public school-house. Three Sections have build-
ings arranged for graded schools ; these are Meteghan with three departments,
Beaver River and Salmon River with two departments each. ‘Harlem Section,
No. 24, to which I have so often alluded in my former reports, has at last put
up o school-building, which will be ready for the Winter Term.

Books and Apparatus—The want ot books ‘and - proper apparatus in the
schoels of the Bistrict is the groatest drawback fo the general progress of the
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pupils. I have soveral times mentioned this in my reports, and alluded to
some means that should be adopted to have every school-room provided with
the necessary supply of books and other requisites; but nothing has yet been
done ; on the contrary several Sections have lately come to the conclusion that
such supplies should be left exclusively to the charge of those who have children
to send to school. The result is no books at all or books that are not adapted
to a proper classification, In other respects there is generally ample provision
for the sugleurt of the schools, Some means ought to be adopted to remedy
the evil, The law, it is true, is very explicit and binds the Sections and its
trustees to penalties for neglect of a necessary provision of books and appa-
ratus ; bub as it would involve litigation in many cases, nobody dares to inter-
fere. If the omission was confined only to this District it could easily be sup-

lied ; but it is readily found out that the neighbouring Districts are not less,
1f not more, disregarding the law in that respect, than Clare is.

Registration and School Returns.—The school register is generally pretty
neatly and correctly kept as far as attendance is concerned, but not yet every
thing to the letter. No more than one out of ten bear a daily record of the
causes or reasons of absence from school, such as a. 0. w, to inquire_ into
which and keep correct, it is alleged, takes a great deal of the school time,
particularly when there is a large number of pupils registered and their attend-
ance irregular. I often find the spaces blank in the register when the Teacher
has not filled them up ad libitem. The Tables of Statistics in the register do
not always receive the attention that the teacher should give them. They aretoo
often left blank. This is discoyered only after the close of the term, when the
teacher Who has left the Section did not take the register away with him. The
preparation of the returns seem to be the hardest task that many teachers and
trustees have to perform during the year, Many of the questions are more or
Jess ambiguous, to which a wrong answer, an absurd one, is often set down,
Return B is always the most puzzling and it is very seldom that it is sent in
.complete in every particular. Only one this year was correct.

A wish I have often heard expressed awong the people, is that a few days vaca-
tion could be given at the close of each school term, in order to give teachers
and trustees time to closo the affairs of the term and arrange for those of the
mext. If it could not be allowed at the end of each term, it might be ab the
beginning or close of each school year, I know it would receive the approbation
of both the public and the teachers.

Language—1It is known that the langunge most used in this District is
French. Out of 28 Sections, T speak exclusively the English language, and no
French is taught in their schools. In the 21 remaining Sections French is the
language spoken, and in their Schools both French and English are taught.
Reading and ‘grammar are generally the only branches learned in French,
English is used in the study of all.the other branches. All the pupils learn
English Grammar and Analysis as soon as they are able to read the lan-
guage. ;

For some years a kind of league (if I can so call the movement) has been
formed between the members of a certain respoctable class of people other than
French, who have been trying to suppress the teaching and use of the French
langusge in the Acadian districts of the Province; and it is in Clare where it
has been most keenly felt. It went so far as toinduce the late Superintendent
of Education in a letter tome, dated January 16, 1877, to say amongst other
things :i—¢. . . .I think the use of a language other than English should in
“every reasonable way be discouraged nng discontinued and in this way disused ;
“but ‘as the law stands, being silent as to the use of language, there may be
“ gerious objections under every circumst Di g t in some way
“ guggested when the cases occur will be found, I think, the most judicious
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*“course “ As 1 said, French and Gaelic should by all means be dis-
* continued, but not positively prohibited, as the law now stands”
“drop these lines by request.”

T would rather make no commentary on the letter and the lines quoted, but
L will be allowed to say that putting French and Gaelic on the same footing in
the right of use in this Province, is what anyone acquainted with its History
will not: judiciously do. The Acadian French have a privilego to speak, study
and otherwise nse their vernacular ; it is, I may say, their prerogative. More-
over, if it ever were the intention of the Government to abojish the French
language among the Acadians of Nova Scotia, why did they not doita hundred
years ago or more!? whga their number was comperatively small, and they still
wore ignorant of their rights than they are now. But at the present day when
Nova Scotia is confederated with the other Provinces, where a large number of
the population is French and speak tho language, it is considered an absurdity
to attempt to suppress the speaking or teaching of a language in the public
schools of Acadian districts or sections. If I so express myself it is because I
know the feelings of the French people, and T foresee what hatred and ani-
mosities a prohibition of teaching the language weuld produce in the French
localities if it were imposed upon them.

I have often observed that of two pupils of the same ability, one learning the
English language only and the other both languages, in connexion with the
other branches of education, the latter would not, after an equal period of
study, be inferior to tho other in the English language, but rather show a great
deal of superiority over him in the other branches,

I hope that instead of suppressing the teaching of the French language in
the French localities where it does not interfere with the working of the School
Act, means will be adopted to support it. Although the people of Clare do not
follow the school law exactly to the letter, yet I do think there is not in the
Province a County where the law is more clogely followed. It is at least what
I judge by the several Irspectors’ reports of these last few years.

If circumstances do not alter my situation, a permanent removal from Clare
will force me to resign the office of Inspector.

I have the honor to be, your very obedient servant,
A. P. LANDRY.
Davip Arusos, Esq, L.L. D., 3
Superintendent of Education,

DIGBY COUNTY.
JonN Amspross, Inspector.
Diapy, January ‘9th, 1878,

81r,—As I suppose the main object of an Inspector’s Report should he te
give a plain, unvarnished account of the Schools in his District, witha view to
their improvement where necessary, I shall endeavor as briefly as’possible, to
give a bird’s eye view of the state of Free School Education in the District of
Digby.

The number of schools in operation-luring the last year wns rather above
the average,~-that of the summer torm was the highest yet attained. Of these,




18 EDUCATION— INSPECTOR’S REPORTS

some wers very eflicient—others less so, and as it would be invidious to give
names, I refer to the tabulated statements on this head.

One reason of the inferiority of the free schools in some localitics, is the great
disparity between the teaching power employed, and the number of pupils on
the register. Now in the best of our free schools, as a general rule, the
teachers have not sufficient time to attend to the peculiar needs of the slow,
the timid, and the unwilling. Again, it is a difficult matter in such schools to
teach good manners, a correct style of language in ordinary use, and propriety
of conduct. The vernacular and manners of the teacher are often no higher,
and sometimes even lower, than those of the pupils. Putting' the matter of
definite religious instruction out of the question, these are serious objections in
the eyes of many persons,—but it seems to me, the cure is largely in the hands
of the rate-payers and Trustees,

But you will perceive By some of the Returns that over-crowding the Re-
gisters is the index to much of the inferiority of a large propottion of our
public schools, especially in summer, where perhaps some young female or
other teacher of inferior grade, and small experience and ability, is engaged to
help the Trustees and rate-payers to make the local tax as small, (and the
school as ineflicient) as possible, so as to support it almost entirely on the
County Fund and Provincial Grant. ¥ have drawn the attention of our Board
of Commissioners to this crying evil, and the remedy is being applied.

It is observable that the highest average attendance has been made by effi-
ciently conducted schools, and not (b those' with over-crowded registers and
inefticient teachers, Thie actual attendanco shows that the parents and other
rate-payers know what sort of teacher is best for their children—it would be
well, also, ifsthey could also seo that good teachers make the schools most pro-
fitable, in view of the amount to be received from the County fund, by attract-
ing a fuller and more regular attendance. But in too many cases, all this is
lost sight of at the Annual Meeting, and a parsimonious vote on the local tax
renders the engagement of really profitable teachers impossible, and in fact
discourages competent persons from entering, or remaining in, the teaching
profession, ;

The engagement of cheap and inefficient female teachers was being en-
couraged a good deal by the growing practice, in some sections, of sending the
larger and more advanced pupils to the better school in some more far-seeing
and public spirited section near by, The law has provided that such transfer
of pupils cannot take place without the consent of the Inspector, and are en-
deavoring to nip this evil in the bud.

The very great delay in the payment of the County Fund to the Schools,
and now of the Provincial Loan, from the County Treasury to the Teachers,
a8 also—under such peculiar cir tances,—the stoppage of the Bonus, is

/having g very injurious effect. Measures we hope, are now in progress to set

the county matters right. :
Yours, &e., &ec.,
JOHN AMBROSE.
Davip Aruison, Esq, L.L. D.,
Superintendent of Education.
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ANTIGONISH COUNTY,

ANTIGONISH, COUNTY.

A. Molskuc,. Tnspector,

Sir,—I beg to submit my report of the Schools of this County for the year
Jjust closed. ‘

In the winter tgrm 64 sections had School—and in the summer term 70.

In the first term 18 Grade B teachers, 31 Grade C, 14 Grade D, and 8.
Grade E—in all 71, were employed. In the second term 15 Grade B, 30
Grade C, 22 Grade D, and 11 Grade E—in all 78 were employed.

Since my Inst report very little progress either in building or improving
Schoolhouses was made. The Yankee Graut Seetion is the only one that com-
menced and finished a School-house within the year, and I can say, it is a cre-
ditable one. Much improvement is necessary just now in the way of School-
houses. Many Sections that furnished sufficient accommodation when the
School law was put in force, should now commence aneyw, Certain buildings,
then erected have either in size or comfort, become entirely unfit for their pur-
pose, while their furniture and other equipments from long use, and perhaps
from occasional abuse, should at once be suitably replaced.  To condemn such
School-houses, and close the School altogether, as the law weuld expect, I .
regret to say it, would only impose the penalty on the children: who are not
responsible in the matter, and for whose benefit Schools are established—and
not on parents and. other.rate-payers whose indifforence to duty causes the
unfortunate circumstance. The law as it exists cannot enforce the remedy
required, unless put in motion first by the trustees or some rate-payers of the
section, although a. recent amendment has done, and can do much in that
direction.

It is not in this respect alone the exercise of the power placed in the hands
of Trustees and rate- payers operates injuriously to the progress ot education,
The consequence 1s more seyivusly manifest in the small provision generally
wade to secure efficient teachers.  Whatever the material appliances of a
school may be, unless the teacher is a person who possesses a thorough know-
ledge of the subjects to be taught—knows how to teach, and is faithful in the
discharge of the duties involved, little substantial progress can be expected.
But how can the services of such a teacher be obtained without something like
o becoming compensation ? It is® easy enough to find persons holding some
inferior Girade of license who may be willing to undertnﬁe the work the sec-
tion is content with, when the lowest salary is allowed to be the measure of
its value. This criterion of tency . is so frequently adopted that the
teachers who ought to be em loyea. are rejected, and others who ought to be
receiving instruction at their hands, get the schools, and for the un isguised
reason that the Iatter suit both, because they teach for less. Every year's ex-
Perience proves more and more that the law shonld be so changed that the best
qualified teachers, when they seek employment should get if, and that their
salary should be made adequate and more certain, As the Iaw has been work-
ing heretofore, rarely will a first class teacher remain in the profession over a
very few years. They betake themselves to other Yursuits wherein their at-
tainments ensure a less precarious living. - In fact I may say that no teacher
of whatever Grade can safely make teaching his business for life. When they
become old or inferior they are thrown on the charity of those they so unpro-
fitably, well served. There are no benefactors of society as a c]as_xs Warse re-
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compensed than the good teachers, and should not gratitude, as well as self- It

interest induce society to properly maintain such useful servants, it is but just very

in the public welfare that effective legislation should do so, Higher salaries, * prop

and appropriate pensions after a certain period of service should be guaranteed the &

by law. Let people gay what they will about the best means to promote edu- No.

cational progress—it cannot be thoroughly and rapidly effected without efficient i Man

teachers, and these cannot be sccured—it’ they will, they cannot be long re- = 26 pe

tained, unless there is a competent living in their calling. In previous reports were

1 felt it my duty to express the same views, and every year conviuees me more was &

of their correctness. . ; > for ti

' 1 am happy, however, to state that the condition of our Schools in many Duris
sections is highly satistactorg—only in such though, as see and act upon the numt

wisdom of employing the. best teachers. We have a number of excellent at Se

teachers in the county, but asea rule, they are not kept long enough in the ber r

same place, to do the good that only permanent employment can produce. In 4095

1 some sections where teachers holding the lower Grrades of license are preferred, childs
i I may say, the time of many of the pupils is spent either in repetition or idle- { schoo
| ness—the knowledge available needing to be economised. In reference to the % child
attendance of pupils, and the supply of books, &c., I am sorry to say there is figure

no improvement. . ™y of the

1 //n for full statistical information I refer you to the Tables of Abstracts al- means!
{ “  ready forwarded. be en
Your obedient servant, It

A. McISAAC. one f

To Davip Aruisow, L.L.D. e schoo
Superintendent of Education. o are vi
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1 I beg leave to submit for your consideration my Anmial Report on the are 8¢
| educational condition of this County, for the school year ended October 31st, ‘ are, t
it 1871, i ply o
i There are 88 Sections in this County, in 56 of these there were schools in Necti
| operation during the Winter Term , and 67 during the Summer Term ; and 14 teach
| having no School during any portion of the year. In these Schools there were either
i employed 63 teachers in the Winter, and 77 during the Summer. plishe
. The Grade and Sex of teachers employed are as follows : disch:
Winrer Term. } ﬁ?g:“

: Males. Females. g;nde
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1t is a matter of great regret that the pupils, in many of the Sections, are so

, very irregular in attendance that the daily average aftendance is far ont of

proportion with the number registered. This was particularly the case during
the Summér Term in Sections No 5, Roman Valley ; No, 11, Salmon River ;
No. 83, Upper Tracadie; No. 85, Tracadie (Border), and No. 27, Upper
Manchester. The number present in these Sections has only been from 23 to
26 per cent. of the whole number registered, During the Winter Term there
were 63 Schools in operation, at these Schools the number of pupils registered
was 2918 ; of this number, 1507.15 were daily present at School on.an average
for time in session, being 51.65 per cent. of the whole number registered.
During the Summer Term the number of Schools in operation was 75. The
number of pupils registered 8214 ; of thiy number, 1652.08 were daily present
at School on an average for time in session, being 51.40 per cent. of the num-
ber registered. The nambor of children at School some portion of the year
4095 ; and in the year 1876, 3957, These figures shew an increase of 138
children at school during some portion of the year. In Sections having
schools there were 473 in the Winter Term, and in the Summer Term 604
children, between 5 and 15 years of age, not at school during the year. The
figures shew that many parents must be extremely negligent in the education
of their children. If this state of matters cannot be remedied, some judicious
mensure compelling the attendance of each child some portion of the year should
be enacted.

It is to be regretted that in some Sections schools were in operation only
one term, and in some few others—although havihg good school houses—
schools were not in operation during the year, In some Sections the people
are very poor and scattered, and the expense of erecting buildings and sustain-
ing achuols, together with the inconvenience of young children attending from
long distances, doter many from establishing schools ; but as the Jaw makes ad-
ditional provision for such Sections, it is evident that many of these obstacles
could be overcome if parents were anxious to secure for their children the
benefits of education. :

The progress made in many of our schools: during the year has been very
satisfuctory; but in many others little or no improvement is apparent. There
are severnl causes which operate against their advancement, the chief of which
are, the constant change of teachers from term to term, the very limited sup-
ply of books and apparatus, and the -indifference of the rate-payers in many
Sections, in not providing means to enable the trustees to employ sffictent
teachers. In many of our schools, where firsi-class teachers are ¢
either male or female—and their eﬂ'n;ts encouraged, good work i
plished. Many of them, I am happy to say, are labouring
discharge of their duties. In several Sections a dispasitions shown to en-
gage the services of efficient teachers; but I very ‘much regret that too many
of our schools are occupied by young and inexperienced teachers of a low
grade of license, because such can be engaged at a low rate of salary. Much
of school progress depends upon good teachers, and'a proper supply of books
and apparatus ; but T must say that a proper supply of the latter necessaries is
but seldom found—with but few exceptions—in any of our schools. Teachers
justly complain that they cannot advance the pupils without the necessary ma-
terial to work with. The rate-payers of nearly all the Sections make no pro-
vision for books, but leave the matter to the parents, and many of them are
very remiss in this respect, During the year—with the consent of the 8chool
Commissioners—I retained a part of the County fund from one Section for the
purchase of books, &e. :

The Academy, with the Preparatory and Elementary Dernrtmunts in Gruys-
boro’, have been in constant operation, and pretty well conducted. The
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Academic Department, during the year was in charge of Mr, George H.

Fulton, a Graduate of Dalhousie College. It does not, however, appear to be

doing its work to the extent contemplated. The attend has been pretty

much the same as usual, principally residents of the Section in which it 1(3 .
uated.

The Graded Schools in Cape Canso and Port Mulgrave, District of Guys-
boro’, Sherbrooke and Groldenville, District of St. Mary’s, have been in con-
stant operation and fair progress made ; the pupils are generally well classified.
The trustees make ample provision for fuel, cleanliness, and comfort of teachers
and pupils, .

During the year School Houses were erected in No. 4, South Intervale, No.
17, Half Island Cove, and two in No. 13, New Harbor. Iam happy to say
that the bad feeeling hitherto existing between No. 4, South and North Inter-
vale Sections, has been amicably arranged. The trustees ot No. 4, South In-
tervale, erected a building in May last, in which a School was in operation
{rom the first of June. Both Sections appear now to be working harmoni-
ously ; and 1 think the present arrangement ig approved of by the majority of
the rate-payers. I very much regret that the building erected in Half Island
Cove Section, was set on fire and destroyed by some. person or persons, on the
night of the 8th of October last ; but I trust that the reward of one hundred
dollars offered by the Council of Public Instruction, will lead to the conviction
of the guilty parties. The people of this Section are generally very poor, and
I do not think, under the circumstances, will undertake the erection of an-
other. Four School Houses have been finished in the interior during the year,
and sup};liad with seats and desks made after the Dawson pattern.

School Returns.—The A Returns in general the past year hivebeen very satis-
factory, with very few mistakes. In the B Returns no improvement can be
reported, many of them exceedingly inaccurate, causing much delay in the
Inspector's work. This inaccuracy, I think, is owing to the trustees not call-
ing in the aid of the teachers, in vrder to obtain a right understanding of the

questions. The Statistics compiled from the Income and Expenditure tables, .

cannot, I think, be relied on as absolutely correct.

Registers.—I found the Registers, generally, neatly and correctly kept. In
some few the additions were left to bo performed at the end of the term. In
others the pages for deportment and progress entirely blank.

Upon the whole, notwithstanding our many draw-backs, education is making
progress in this County. ~This I know from my connection with the Public
Schools for the past four yoars. .

In canclusion, [ beg leave to return. thapks to the School Commissioners for
their hearty co-operation in the educational affairs of the County, and hope the
time is not far distant when these gentlemen will be paid for their services.

remain,
Yours resKectfully,
WM. HARTSHORNE.
Davip Aruson, Esq, L.L. D,
Superintendent of Education.
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/ CAPE BRETION COUNTY.
i

J Arexanper McoKinnon, Inspector.

Sir,—

I have the honor of presenting my Report of the state of our Public Schools:
in the County of Cape Breton for the year 1877.

In the Winter Term of 1876 there were one hundred and thirteen (113)
teachers employed. Of this number 79 were males, of whom 1 held grade A
license, 20 grade B, 16 grade C, and 42 grade D. Of the remainder 34
females, ‘10 held grade C, 10 grade D, and 14 grade E. Last Winter Term
one hundred and twenty-four (124) teachers were employed, 89 of whom were
males and 35 females. Of the males 1 held grade A license, 27 grade B, 20
grade C, and 41 grade D.  Of the females 14 held grade Clicense, 8 grade D,
and 18 grade E, being an increase of eleven teachers actually employed in the
Winter Term of 1877 over the corresponding term of 1876.

In the Summer Term of 1876 there were employed one hundred and twenty-
four (124) teachers. Of whom 82 were males and 42 females. 1 held grade
A, 20 grade B, 17'grade C, and 44 grade D.  Of the females 11 held grade C,
10 grade D, and 21 grade E. In the term of last summer, one hundred and
thirty-four (134) were employed, of whom 88 were males and 46 females. Of
this number 1 held grade A, 25 grade B, 17 grade C, and 45 grade D, Fe-
males, 15 held grade C, 11 grade D, and twenty grade E, being an increase of
ten over the corresponding term of 1876, -~

In the Winter Term of 1876 four thousand eight hundred and thirty-four
(4884) pupils were registered with an average attendance of two thousand six
hundred and thirteen (2613). Last Winter Term there were five thousand
three hundred and seven (5307) pupils registered, with an average attendance
of three thousand one hundred and forty-three (3143), being an increase of
five hundred and twenty-seven (527) in the number registered. ;

In the Summer Term of 1876 five thousand four hundred and seventy-two
(5472) pupils were registered with an average attendance of three th d
and twenty-two (8022), and Inst Summer Term there were five thousand eight
hundred and seven (5807), with an average attend of three tk d one '
hundred and eighty-four (8184), being an in¢rease in the pupils registered of
three hundred and thirty-five (835).

From the above statement we can readily perceivo that the schools are in-
creasing in numbers, and a larger number of pupils registered than in previous
years, yet the average attendance is poor, which, in a large measuro, can be at-
tributed to the time summer vacation is prescribed by law.

In reference to this matter, I can only repeat what I have remarked in some
of my previous Reports, that the time of the year at which the Summer vaca-
tion must be taken, causes a very material decrease in the attendance at school,
a8 the country people principally can send their children more regularly to
wchool than at any other time of the Summer Term, About the 15th of Au-
gust, just at the close of the vacation, a large majority of parents are, by ne-
cessity, forced to keep their grown up children from school to help them at hay
making, thus in fact extending the vacation for these seven or eight weeks,
diminishing the attendance and actually causing & serious loss of school time to
the scholars.

Trustees think that if the time for vacation were lett to their option or to
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the Commissioners, as formerly, they could give it when it would best suit the
circumstances of each loeality or section, For instance, they might divids it
into two parts, giving a fortnight in May at planting time, and the other two
weeks in August at hay making. In this manner I foel confident, from the
knowledge 1 have of the registered attendance at different periods of the
term, that a much larger attendance could be attained than is now made,
Sections.—There are one hundred and twenty (120) school sgctions in this
County, of which one hundred and twelve (112) had school for'the past term.
In order to give an intelligible idea of the character of our\icjool accommo-
dations, the following figures are appended.
No. of school apartments in the County—142; which may be classed as
follows :— .
20 Excellent.
40 Good.
27 Poor.
20 Very Poor.

Scliool Accommodations—1In the matter of School Aecommodation there is
quite an improvement in a large majority of sections, but it is & matter of re-
gret that there are yot many, too many, very backward. This would not be a
matter of so much surprise were the sestions poor, but when we find Section
No. 1 occupying an old dingy shop for the infant apartment, it is indeed some-
thing to be wondered at.

No. 1 and 4 departments of Sydney Mines schools received a good coat of
white-wash, which made a decided improvement in the internal appearance,
but I understand from the Trustees that it is their intention to erect a new
house at an early date,

New Houses.—Little Glace Bay. completed a large and magnificent house
with two apartments, well furnished with necessary apparatus.
Gabarus, at last, mainly through the energy and perseverance of Mr. Samuel
Grant, finished a comfortable h‘x with suitable seats” desks and apparatus,
Kehn

Louisburg West, Oakfield and yton Cove have erected new houses,

I regret to report that the school house of Forest Section, and of Long
Island were destroyed by fire ; the former early this Fall and the latter last
Summer, and, painful to say, there is too much reason to believe that it was
the work of incendiaries.

Apparatus,—A very considerable majority of our schools are pretty well
supplied with the necessary apparatus, yet there is a great deficiency in many
instances in‘the extent of Black Board Surface, and also in the supply of wall
maps.

.zcademg/.—’l‘his institution is now working well and is taken advantage of
by many teachers from the country to ualify themselves for a higher grade of
license. For further particulars I wou[id refer you to abstract A aud B already
forwarded to your office.

I remain, respecttully,
Your obedient servant,

Davm Aruison, Esq., M. A, L.L. D,
Superintendent of Elucation

A. McKINNON.
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HANTS COUNTY.
J. D. MacGirrrvray, Inspector.

S1r,—1I now follow up the abstracts and tubles with my report based on my
observations during my inspectoral tour, and on the trustees returns. In last
year's printed report by 8 misprint on page 39, I am made to say : Education
is not a process of education—** drawing out,”—but of nurture under author~
ized and authoritive supervision. Had education, where it occurs the second
time in this sentence, been eduction, then the readers of the report would
have been favored with what I did write, I had in view the erroneous deriva~
tion of the word education by many educationists from educo. educere, which
would give us only eduction and suggests, as the most prominent idea in the
thing, development ; whereas the idea really most prominent in education,
from educo,—educere, educatio, is nurture, training. Successful education
results in development, but through instruction and discipline with which it is
chiefly concerned. ’ .

Twenty-one sections were without school during the Winter term. Of
these, all but five, had school in Summer. The five were, Birchbrook, Ren-
tew and East Uniacke in E, Hants, and Ardoise and Lakeland in W. Hants.
The School Board of East Hants, at its May meeting, divided Mocsebrook,
Sec. No. 87, making Moosebrook, No. 37. and Enst Tenecape, No. 54 ; also
Enfield, No. 19, making a new section called Grand Lake, No. 55. The Board
also changed the boundary line between Mount Pleasant and the Milford Sec-
tions. This change has been the occasion of a great ferment in Milford : but it
was long called for, was several times before the Board and was finally effected
by a unanimous decision which had regard only to the educational interests of
both Sections. Each has hitherto employed only second eclass teachers.
Mount Pleasant, which needed a new school house and wished the matter
definitely settled before it began to build, can now employ a first class teacher
or probably have a graded school : while the school house in Milford can now
be set nearer to families from which it has hitherto been located too far to ad-
mit of the attendance of the children which they had to send. The Board of
West Hants, at its November meeting erected two new sections in Falmouth,
viz., West Branch Falmouth, No. 46: and Falmouth Valley, No. 47. This
step was taken specially at the urgent solicitation of Falmouch Village, No. 9,
ond a settlement to the West which lies abont four miles from the nearer of
the two school houses in No. 9. This school house is now given to these two
outlying settlements and is to be located between them. Falmouth Valley has
a school house already which was built some years ago, but has been closed of
Inte years. For the formation of this section some families were set off from
Centre Falmouth, No. 10. But families and property sufficient were still left
to support a much better school than No. 10 seems disposed to keep.

The state of the schools during the Winter term was on the whole satisfac-
tory. Compared with their condition at the date of inspection, in the previous

, it was very ging. But the summer schools of 1877 again fell
back and presented a discouraging picture. In many instances a much cheaper
class of teachers is engaged for the summer schools, and, consequently only a
lower grade of work can be obtained. In a few sections however advantage
was wisely taken of the summer vacation of our College. Colin Pitblado, B.A.,
of Dalhousie, Edward Tkorpe and H. H. Whittier, general students of Dal-
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housie, have won golden opinions respecting their educational abilities in their
respective sections, W. S. Whittier, also a general student of Dalhousie, is
very highly thought of in Rockville section, which tries to secure him each
summer. Three Mile Plain was very fortunate in securing the services of Miss
Jannette H. Archibald, a Normal School Teacher, grade B. Several grade B.
teachers were unemployed during the summer, as cheaper teachers were in de-
mand, and were waiting their chance. Quite a number of teachers are idle
this winter, and judging from the applications which I have received from
teachers in other Counties, I presume the same is true in these also.

As the tables show, the attendance at school is far from satisfactory. While
a fair proportion of the children of the sections are registered, those registered
make little more than half time. In most cases the attendance was very small
when the schools were inspected in summer. In the central parts of the
County the children are withdrawn from school as soon as the strawberries
appear, and put in an appearance very irregularly until berries and harvest aro
gathered. In some sections, teachers found ~themselves entirely without
scholars a fortnight before holidays. In other sections diphtheria broke out
among the children and interfered with the attendance. In the colored Section,
No. 36, Two Mile Plain, the school was closed several weeks on this account.
In others, fear led the parents to keep their children at home, even when the
danger was not judged to be so great as to call for the closing of the school.
But the principal occasion of the small attendanch is, I fear, the inefficiency
and lack of interest and energy on the part of teachers. An educated, ener-
getic teacher has generally a full school. This fact is not to be explained by
assuming that it is only the larger and more intelligent sections that secure
such teachers. I have noticed that such a teacher as I have Jjust referred to,
at once brings up and keeps up the attendance where hitherto it was, small
compared with the number of children in the section ; and that again even in
such sections, the attendance soon fulls off where an inefficient or indolent
teacher succeeds a good one. T am convinced from what I have observed that
the teachers generally do not attach sufficient importance to previous prepara-
tion for the days work. Of course there are honorable exceptions. But the
majority regard study as necessary only in preparing for a forthcoming teach-
ers’ examination. But this leads moe to treat of an evil that sex:'::?ly inter-

feres with the attainment of the true end contemplated Ly the instijution of
the common school.  Owing partly to the fact that the teaching proféssion has
opened up a wide field for respectable employment, partly to the fact that
present attainments only, no matter how or where reached, are taken into nc-
count at teachers examinations, and the comparitively low attainments neces-
sary for obtaining some grade, the Annual Teachers’ Examination has come to
be the groat event of the year in the common school world, Teachers who
have not yet obtained the grade which they desire, employ the spare time in
which they are disposed to study in preparation for that event. This stamps
itself on their school work. Then there is some one, especially among . the
more apt and advanced of the female scholars, in almost every school that has
the teaching profession in view, Further, and probably owing to the want
of adCounty Academy in connection with the general educational system in the
better class of schools, so many are found, especially in the earlier part of the
Summer term, whe have atten on the ination in view, that the or-
dinary school-work receives very inadequate attention. The result is that
success in turning out teachers or preparing for the teachers’ examination, has
come to be regarded, both among teachers and people, as the grand proof of a
teacher's success. | This, I regard as a very serious evil, The proper end or
aim of the Common School is thrust into the background. The province has
already a school whose speciality is preparation for the tsaching profession.
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One such is enough. The object of the Common School is the ndvnucement of
general education, especially 1n its fundamental branches and stages. Nothing
should be allowed to divert it from the promotion ot this object. How is the
evil to be removed? Different opinions may obtain as to the modus ope) andi,
but it will do good to discuss the matter.

Tirst:—I think the time has come when higher attainments may be neqmred
of applicants for license. The profession is at present overstocked and we can
safely limit supply. It is worthy of consideration whether the time has not
come for withholding examination papers for third class teachers. If the
grade is to remain, may not its holders be parties who have made a fair aver-
age on the exercises presctibed for higher grades, but have failed on soms
points. 1 am of the opinion that the grand point to which the attention of
educationists must now be directed, js the elevation of the Standard of Educa-
tion among the teachers. This end cannot be attained by the Normal School,
however valuable it may be in its place. Edueation in the technics of the
pmfeqswn, which is the main object contemplated by the Normai School, is
not the main thing wanted. We need & more thorough general education.

Second :—Might it not well be required of applicants, especially for tie
lower grades of license, to produce evidence of their regular attendance at
school and of their attainments there, or to furnish a s’ltl-«ﬁzctorv record of
their past educational history. At Ppresent, as account is almost so]el& made
of: present attainments as shown in working a fow prescribed exercises or
answering a few questions, a few months drill at school during the earlier part
of the Summer term, suffices to qualify a fairly industrious applicant, whose
early education has been sadly neglected, for attaining the lowest grade. But
as the result has been attained by a spasmodic effort, and is not followed up
by close study or only such study as enquiry into the general character of the

quemon proposed, renders necessary for the attainment of a higher grade,
the

tional att ent is only temporary. The mind has not received the
requisite discipline ; nor has the upphcrmt advanced so far as to be able to ad-
vance herself or himself reliably by private study, for which he or she has not
a relish.

By raising the Standard of Education and requiring a satisfuctory record of
past educational progress, we might hope, I think, to reduce the idea of pre-
paration for the Teachers’ Examination' from its preﬂenl diminating position in
the minds of teachers; while the improvement in the general body of the
teachers would secure for teachers as a class, a larger share of public respect,
and would help to remove some of the objections now presented to offering a
higher rate of remuneration. At all events it would protect teachers who
lmve, at considerable expense and toil, secured a good education for themselves
from the competition of a class who never can bring much credit to the pro-
;e:swn but will manage to find places so long as they are admitted to the pro-
€8s10m.

Wlule presentmg t}ns Bl]b_]BCt as one which specially claims the attention of
ly, much may be done by intelligent and wealthy
sections bowurds the attainment of so desirable a result The offer of even a
few good salaries Las a powerful effect in this direction, Every ambitious
teacher may hope to be the recipient of such a salary so long as any are
offered. On the other hand when no paying salaries are offered it is useless to
expect that educated men will remain longer in the profession than they can
help. In this connection, I must express my deep regret that our wealthiest
sections, have latterly pursued a retrograde and unworthy course. The Trustees
of Windsor, last year, reduced the salary of the Teacher of the High School
one hundred dollars. ~ This year they have made a further reduction of one
hundred and thirty, and reduced the salary of the next male teacher fifty
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« dollars, This course is injurious to the cause of Common School education
throughout the province as well as discreditable to the community.

I have not dealt in statistics, as these have been already supplied ad nauseam,
in the Abstracts and Tables. I would like, however, very respectfully, to ask
if the Blank Returns conld not be printed and a goodly number of items re-
moved.+ As I toiled and wearied in the preparation of Abstracts and Tables,
and contemplated tho result of the whole, I could not shut out the thought
which Horace so vigorously cxi)resses in the famous words : montes parturiun-
tus, noscitur, ridiculus mus. think experience shows that where statistics

- are not prepared by adepts or the compilers are not heard in explanation of
their figures, the items are comparatively fow on which reliable information
is secured. In the B Returns many of the figures are unquestionably
guessed at. Now that auditors must be appointed and the accounts submitted
to them before the aunual meeting, if a form specifying the items to be sub-
mitted to the auditors, was prepared, and this form or a copy of it forwarded
instead of table four, reliable information on the particulars’ of expenditure
might be obtained. But at present sufficient information comes to the Inspec-
tors’ notice to show that the audit is very imperfect, and the Trustees report
of expenditure is often made up from memory or by guesswork. What is
guined by asking the Trustees estimate of the sitting accomm:odation of the
school-house ? Mills reports that a room 22x18 accommodates 36.  Cambridge
considers that 22x20 will only accommodate 0. Stillwater judges that 28x18
affords sufficient room for 60 scholars, Newport and Douglas finds working
room for that many in 24x19; but Union thinks that 50 is enough for 28x22,
and Belmont would give 50, 28x28. How little is gained in the way of stimu-
Ius from ealling for information on so many points, may be scen by looking at
the number of vacant places in the columns reporting school apparatus, &e.

The A. Returns present o great Array of figures, but every inspactor knows that
the number of branches really taught, to any uppreciable extent, in the greater
number of schools are very fow.
All of which is respectfully submitted, |
J. D, MacGILLIVRAY.

Davip Arrisow, Esq, L.L. D,

PICTOU COUNTY.
D. McDoxarp, Inspector.

Bir,—

The following report on the Public Schools in the County of Pictou for
the year 1877, is respectfully submitted for your information ;

I cordially congratulato You upon yaur appointment to the honorable and
responsible position of Superintendent of Edpucntion of Nova Scotia, and wish
You great success and much pleasure in the discharge of your duties,

I would also express myWnfsigned regret at the death of your predecessor,
Rev. A. 8. Hunt, A. M.” In all our intercourse, both private and official, T
found him most affable and generous, and in business prompt and obliging.

New Schools.—Two new schools were opened during the Summer Term, in
zemote and small sections—tho one in the morth and the other in the south

istrict,
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Schools in operation.—Of the 132 sections, 15 had no school during the
Winter, and 10 more during the Summer Term. 1In the North District every
section had a school in operation some part of the year, and in the south only
4 were vacant the whole year; of these one never had a school, and the other
three have been in operation for some years. There were 142 schools in ope-
ration during the Winter, and 152 during the Summer Term. These were in
session an aggregate of 165674 days in Winter, and 15998 days during the
Summer Term, making a yearly aggregate of 826654 days, being an increase
of 12604 days over the preceding year.

Pupils Registered.—There was a registered attendance of 7001 in Winter,
and 7165 in Summer—-yearly total 14166. The number at school for some
portion of the year was 8721. The number of children of school age,
according to Returns B, is 8029. The number not at school in Winter
was 1194, and in Summer 897. There were only 44 under 5 years registered
in Winter, and 101 in the Summer Term. There were 1117, viz.: 632 males
and 485 females attended in the former that did not attend at all during the
latter term. In Winter the boys exceeded the girls by 649, and in Summer by
one only.

Attendance—The aggregate days attendance was unprecedently large in
Winter owing to the deeper interest taken by parents to the mildness of the
season, and to the prevalence of health throughout the County, The number
“of days was 462096, being in excess over the corresponding term of 1876 of
48429 days; in Summer it was 409831}, being a decrease of 99156} days.
The yearly aggregate was 8714274, being an incrense of 30714} for the year,
The average attendancé for full term was, in Winter 3886.89; in Summer,
3687.66. The proportion of the population at school in Winter was 1 in
4.58 ; in Summer 1 in 4.50, and for the year 1 in 8.6.

It is only by comparing one year with another that we can determine our
position. The year 1876 exceeded 1875 by 1 school, 36 pupils, 127 days in
session, and 69,732 in the grand total days. 1877 exceeds 76 by 8 schools,
12604 days in session (but with a decrease of 116 pupils) and 88,714 days at-
tendance. Again, 1877 exceeds 1875 by 11 schools, 1687} days in session, and
108,4474 days nttemlnnce,yhi]st tho registered attendance was 90 less, These
dates show marked improvement in the regularity of attendance.

Diptheria pre\'ailed to an unwonted extent throughout the County during
the latter part of the Summer Term, in consequence of which the attendance

1t had Fron

was greatly As an ill of this, let one instance suffice,
In one school thé attendancefell in a period of ten days from 85 to 25, and for
the remaining two months of the term never exceeded 40. Had it not been
for this cause the attendance would have far exceeded that Ppresented.

The diminution in the number of scholars ig due to the villages. In West-
ville there has been a decrease of 10? within t!le year, owing to removals in
consequence of depression in coal mining operations.

‘Whilst we rejoice that the public appreciate the importance of regular at-
tendance more highly, there is still room for improvement. This progress di
minishes the necessity of a Compulsory Attendance Law, yet there are in-
stances which moral arg tion cannot infl cannot reach, but which
might be reached by legal enactments. -

Tleachers.—In the Winter Term there were 149 license teachers, (I being a
substitute), and two license assistants; and in Summer 158 teachers and two
assistants.
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Winter TErw.
A. B. C. D. E

Males....... 2 29 26 10

Females. .. 3 3 36 33 10

Assistants, .. 2
olih . ; 3_2 62 48 12

Summer TERM.

Males......... 29178 Total. ... . 50

Females.. . , 4 48 81 201 105

Assistants., . .,...... 2t it e s
Totals. ... ST e .. 185

This shows an increase of 1 A, 5 B, 12 C, and a decrease of 6 D, as com-
pared with the winter termn of 1876. In the summer term thene was a de-
crease of 1 A, 13 D, with an increase of 2 B,8C,and 5 E. Young men are
evidently ¢ aiming higher,” ay there was but threo third class males engaged
during ‘the summer. Of the 22 grade B fomales employed, ten went up for
examination in July, 6 obtaining grade D, and 8 grade C. Those engaged to

do grade E. work, they possessed the qualifications of the higher grades.—

In winter there were 24 young teachers, and in summer 17, In the former
term 65 continued in the same section, and 41 removed ; in summer 85 re-
mained, and 25 removed to other sections. In addition to the 17 young
teachers there were 28 others employed who have not taught in this county
during the previous term, .

Salaries.—The amount paid by Trustees from local sources was in winter
$13,380, - 8nd in summer §18,671, ey and $160 for assistants, being an
increase of $762.49 and $1296} per term over that of 1876. Total receipts
from local sources $39,897.75, a decrease of $650.93. Total expenditure
$37,747.80, i $367.51. Indebted of Secti has been reduced
$954.57. The amount of indebtedness prescribed in the Tables exceed the
actual amount considerably as several sections have struck their balance exclu-
sive of the amount recoivable from the County Fund for the last term.

Work Performed —I cannot report any marked advance upon the previous
years—progress has been gradual and steady. A general complaint has been
often preferred against our female teachers, and I fear, that in some cases at
least, it is just. It is alleged that as soon as they have obtained a grade C or
D license, the height of their ambition has been attained—and all professional
study Inid aside, In a fow of our miscellaneous schools, the teachers bring
their pupils up to a certain point, but “further advance is impossible.” There
is reason to fear that the frequent changing from one section to another has
some connection with this stereotyped habit. There must be reading and
study to keep abreast of the progress of the times. Many of our young
teachers bid fair to surpass their services.

Very commendable improvement has been made in writing, and a much bet-
ter supply of prescribed copies has been furnished. There is com aratively
little attention paid tp system—the copy is laid before the child nntf it is al-
lowed to imitate as best it can; the consequence is disastrous to successful
progress, )

The prejudices of the people and the want of skill on the part of the teachers
have prevented improvement in drawing, still it is professed by practcie in the
majority of the schools, Thero is still opposition to the teaching of. history and
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geography in many sections, Many contend that these and similar branches
can be “learned at home,” and the time in school should be devoted to branches
that can not be studied “at home.” It is much like the argument I have heard
advanced against “ making children do what is against their inclination.” The
party affirmed, “no child shall be sent to school until )b shows o desire to go,
nor should it be set to learn until it shows an inelination to do s0.” The desite
and the'inclination must be created and cultivated, so the taste for and inclina-
tion to study history must be created and cultivated in the school—they are
not a natural product of the human inclination.

Several teachers complain that they ean’t get their pupils to take an interest
in Campbell’s History of Nova Scotin. My general advice to such has been,—
¢ Well, store your own mind well with the parts, and present them to the
pupils in such/a manner as will interest and instruct them, and don’t trouble
them with memorizing the language of the text book.”

Pictou Academy continues  to do excellent work.” It still enjoys the ser-
vices of A. H. McKay, Esq., A. B., as principal, and Mr. McLellan as teacher
of classics. There were 94 pupils in winter and 74 in summer term ; of these,
12 were from other counties, and 48 from outside df the town section. The
benefits art by no means of a merely local charactersbut very general and ex-
tensive. Its students compare favorably when brought in” competition with
those of any other Provincial institution of a similar character. In the sum-
mer term 28 studied 1st Latin bool, and 22 read Latin Authors ; 12 the Greek
Grammar, and 10 Greek Authors; 85 French, and 8 German ; 30 Botany, 35
Chemistry, 25 Surveying, 20 Navigation, 74 Algebra and Geometry, 43 British
and British American History, and 28 General History.

The graded schools of the town are doing a good work. ~ As soon as the new
Academy buildings, which are yet only in * well advanced "prospection,” shall
have been completed, more satisfactory and efficiet arrangements may be
made. All our graded schools have maintained their wonted efficiency, and
the highest departments, designated * High Schools,” have done much in lay-
ing a good foundation for a superior education. :

The River John High School Department, under the charge of Mr. James
A. Forbes, had 70 pupils in attendance, and performed very efficient work.

The New Glasgow High School was divided into two departments, which
was a step in the right direction; but owing to the illness of Mr. Cameron,
and to the decrease in the number of pupils, the arrangement has been broken
up and the department has receded to its former position under Mr., McILean,
In the Summer Term there were 59 enrolled pupils ; all studied Algebra, 50
Geometry, 7 Navigation, 59 British History, 11 Latin, 12 Greek, 30 French.

The Stellarton High School, under the charge of Mr. Brownrig,. maintained
its wonted efficiency. Of the 33 pu?ils, 13 studied Algebra, 15 Geometry, 8
Navigation, 10 Latin, 1 Greek, 12 French. - In Westville, Mr. James R. Mc-
Donald succeeded Mr. Cameron as principal, and fully mairitained the standing
not only of his own, but of all the departments.

Supplies.—-All our schools have been tolerably well su plied with the ordi-
nary essential, though many possessed but little more. (gwing to the universal
cry of ““hard times” and searci#y of money, 1 did not press the matter of in-
creased supplies. There are yot 15 schools without a Ball Frame, 80 without
a Bell, and 55 without an English Dictionary for the Teacher's desk. Thers
is only oné (it was opened in July last) without a map ; three have only one
map each, all the others have the map of Nova Scotia and the Hemispheres.

L am sorry to eay that in wiany cases the maps and other apparatus, even to
the school furniture, are not properly cared for by the teachers, and not at all
by the Trustees. The Trustees should hold the teacher responsible for the
apparatus and furniture placed undgr bis care. Inwany cases we find not only




32 EDUCATION—INSPECTORS' REPORTS

the teacher’s desk without lock and key, but the building open to every one
that choose to enter. Books, &c., are often removed, registers tampered with
and abused, Such things are intolerable and inexcusable.

The multiplicity of books has become a positive evil. With all deference to
the action of our Council of Public Instruction, I must dissent from and depre-
cate the authorization of so many series of readers. The Nova Scotia Series had
come into universal use, and all our schools had a pretty good supply. This
series gave general satisfaction and afforded good results. Quite suddenly wo
found “ The Lllustrated’’ and the * Academic,” followed in quick succession by
the * Royal Readers.” In g fow months, we found the *‘ Academic” and the
« llustrated” recalled. and ‘the ¢ Maritime” substituted, but not until the
former had, to some extent, found their way into the schools. Now we find
some of all kinds in the schools ; classes are multiplied .and the time frittered
away rieedlessly. It is a serious matter to the county to have a whole series
of School Books changed, many cannot afford the expense. I have not and will
not advocate the introduction of any one of the said series, whilst such vacilla-
tion and uncertainty prevail. We may have other changes in a few weeks or
months. I say to our teachers and trustees *do not change except when a
whole class is ready to pass in to another book, then it may be well to adopt
one of the new series. All those authorized are good—take your choice.”
More depends upon the teacher than upon any kind of book, however excel-
lent, to make good readers.

This variety of readers is reprogressive—destructive of that uniformity at
which the system aimed, and carries us back to the time when the school
books were liable to be changed with a change of teacher. Better adopt one
good series and exclude the others.

Houses,.—Three new Houses have been finished and occupied during the
year, viz :—in Section No, 28, Hardwood Hill in the North District; and
Blue mountains No. 26, and Grant on No. 69 1n the south; all are substantial,
well finished and commodious buildings, furnished with the Dawson desks.
No. 49, Lyons Brook, renovated their building—fitted up an excellent class-
room, affording increased sccommodation and comfort to teacher and pupils.
No. 22, Head of Mount Dalhousie has a building in course of erection. Six
Sections have voted an aggregate sum pf $2210 towards building. In two of
the said Sections the houses are uufit to occupy during winter, and the schools
of course closed.

The School-rooms in general are kept clean and tidy. There is room for im-
provement in some sections in regard to fires, sweeping, &c. in the winter sea-
son. Trustees neglect to provide for such service.,

Interest manifested.—So far as visitation is an index of the intercst taken in
school worl, there has been a growing increase, Trustees made 80, clergymen
170, teachers 128, others visitors 1449 more than during the preceding year.

In our incorporated towns the schools are placed in the hands of the town
council, and a committee on schools is appointed, just as for any other branch
of the public service. Asthe duties of the councillors are multifarious und
onerous, it'is often impossible to give the time to superintend the schools that
should be given. It might be well to have a committee of supervision fo co-
operate with councillors. :

Returns.— Whilst there is general improvement in accuracy and neatness in
the preparation of the returns, some teachers did not manifest the:same caro
48 in the provious year. The trustees’ yearly returns show little if any im-
provement. Something must be done to ‘simplify the document, and obviate
the necessity of answering the same questions for'a number of years.

Amendments.—After n year's experience in the working of the recent amend-
ments, I can report that they have given entire satisfaction.

? |
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There are yet a fow points upon which dissatisfuction is gonerally and
strongly expressed. First.— We claim that all property in a section owned by
a non-resident of that section, should be assessed for the benefit of the section
in which it lies, and not of that in which the owner resides. .

Second.—That the determining of the timo of the summer vacation be left
to the Board of Commissioners and Inspectors of their respective counties.
It is admitted that uniformity is desirable, yet, educational interests must not
be sacrificed for its attainment.

T'hird.—~That the length of the school term should be the same in all sections’
—that is, that all teachers of the same grade be paid the same amount for the
.time employed ; not 105 days in some and 111 in others.

Fourth—That there should be a’Compulsory Attend Law, embracing a
“* truant clause.” .

Fifth—That School Commissioners should be paid out ot the County Fund
for their services. 2

Argumentation in these points is superfluous. My views in each have been
often presented, and us they remain unchanged, I can merely reiterate them.

Personal.—Every section in the County was visited in the winter except
Pictou Island, which is virtually secluded during winter. Al have been visitad
during the summer. I failed to examine two schools ; in the one there were no
scholars on account of rain, the other was clpsed on account of diptheria. I
made 820 visits of inspection exclusive of visits to vacant sections, I continue
to devote my whole time to the work, »

Terminal Evaminations.—121 Schools held public examinations, attended by
1020 visitors ; 81 closed without holdiag an examination. Nearly all assigned
as a reason thesmall and broken state of the school, owing to the prevalence
of diphtheria in the section. , B

Teuchers Evaminations—1173 Candidates presented themselves for examina-
tion, 87 at the Pictou station, and 86.at New Glasgow. From the manner the
result has been presented to the Inspector it is impossible to tell how many
have been succossful. The names of all who had wrought for a higher grade,
but who either failed entirely, or obtained the same class as that before held
are suppressed ; the names of those who obtained a higher class, and of new
candidates who obtained any class aré given. This reports 98 successful, 44
at Pictou and 54 at New Glasgow. I have grounds to believe however that a
greater number obtained some class.

We have now a superabundance of teachers, especially of females.

1t is time that the amomaly respecting grade B, females, was removed ; it
has existed longer than is creditable. Grade O is Jirst class for fomales, and °
second class for males. What is the class of a young lady holding a B license ?
As regards grade and remuneration she has been masculinated, (so to express
i) or made man of. Let the sexes be placed up‘?n an equality, both as regards
qualifications and remuneration.

Death hag laid its hand heavily upon our educationists during the year.
The Rev. Dr. Bayne, Chairman of the Board of Commissioners for the North
District, was called away in December last. Personally, I lost a true friend
and a judicious counsellor—the county lost its most enthusiastia educationist.
The following minute was adopted and placed upon our records in May.

MINUTE IN REFERENCE T0 THE DEATH OF REV. DR. BAYNE,

This Board desires to express the sense of the loss they have sustained by
the demise of their chairman, the Rey, Dr. Bayne, who, for the long period of'
25 years, has been connected with the Board of School: Commissioners in
Picton. This Board cannot torget the devotion, the energy and ability which
the Rev. Doctor brought to bear upon the cause. An able ‘educationist, he

8
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ever evinced an active interest in the education of the country, regularly at-
tended all meetings of this Board, and whether as examiner of candidates,
convener of committees, or Chairman of this Board, won the regard and esteem
of not only the members of the Board, but of the public at large. This Board
is free to admit that Dr. Bayne’s death is a public Iss to the cause of educa-
tion, and they desire to Eut; upon record the deep sense they -entertain of the
value of hie services in the above named capacities. This Board further desire
a copy of this minute to be sent to Mrs. Dr. Bayne, with an expression of
their condol and a dation of her and her family to the care and
kindness of the Grreat Head of the Church in their bereavement.

A. W.HERDMAN, Conv. of Com,

i
John Mitchell, Esq., M. D.. a member of the South District Board, was also

%moved. Though he did not manifest the same energy and enthusiasm as
ev. Dr, Bayne, he was a judicious and very useful member.

Four of our teachers have been called away. Mr. John Stewart of grade B,
teacher of some experience, fell a victim to pulmonary consumption in May
‘last. He was an amiable and pious young man, a devoted and successful
teacher. Miss Annie C. McDonald, by the same malady in October last, A
most ful teacher, estegmed by the people and beloved by her pupils.
Miss Ella McKay, just entered upon her first term in the service, and bade
fair to be successful, fell a victim to diphtheria contracted by a visit to one of
her pupils laboring under that malady. And lastly Mr. David Hynde a grade
B teacher of -10 years and 9 months service in the Albion Mines Section, who
was accidentally drowned. He was a most energetic and faithful teacher. His
widow sind large family of little children merit the sympathy of the public.

Let these dispensations stimulate us all, from Superintendent to Scholar, to
increased activity and fidelity.

Cupid's intrigues carried off seven of ‘our female teachers. |

The teachers entitled to the bonus are greatly dissatisfied with its having
been discontinued without timely notice. They have a right to expect its con-
tinuance until the end of the school year. Many entered upon the Summer
Term and made their calculations depending upon it for that term, and sup-
posing that the act “cutting it off” would not take effect until the end of the
term. They regard it as a direct and unexpected loss.

1n conclusion I would say, that notwithsanding the hindrances ard trials
experienced, the work has been progressive, and the measure of success fair.
‘V[;e trust that the effects of the epidemic will soon pass away—that our
schools will resume their wonted vigor, that by the blessing of God the year
upon which we have entered may be marked with still greater success.

All which is respectfully submitted,
DANIEL MacDONALD.

Davip Arrison, Esq, M. A, L.L. D.,
Superintendent of Education,
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SHELBURNE COUNTY.

SHELBURNE COUNTY.

A. C, A. Doane, Inspector.
Sip,—

The educational condition of the County has not materially altered dur-
ing the year. The number of schools is somewhat less than last reported.
This was probably owing to neglect on the part of ratepayers to provide means
at the annual meeting for sustaining schools, and, in some instances, to the
want of suitable houses.

The sections not having schools are the following :—Light House Island,
Ensor’s, Middle Clyde, Middle Obio, McNutt’s Island, East Green Harbor,
Upper Clyde, West Sable, East Sable, Power's Brook, Upper Wood's Harbor,
and the colored section at Port La Tour, The first three sections contain but
fow inhabitants, or from three to six families in each, have no school houses,
and in one only a school of four months. There seems little prospect of
schools houses or permanent schools in these sections for some time to come.
The next three sections are more thickly populated, are without school houses
and without schools, Last year a meeting was called at Middle Ohio, a small
sum voted towards building a house, a site selected, a few sticks of timber
placed on the spot, and the work was abandoned. The trouble seemed to be
unwillingnese on the part of the people to pay taxes, and reluctance on the
Ktln‘t of the Trustees to enforce payment. The same difficulty has arisen on

cNutt's Island ; the people refuse to be taxed for the building of & school
house or the support of a school, At East Green Harbor where there are
about sixty children requiring instruction, the school party and the anti-school
party have been contending for years, and the former seem now to be gaining,
for the frame of a school house has been.put up and a small sum has been voted
for continuing the work. At Upper Clyde where there is a good school house
the Trustees say there are not sufficient children to form school, The same
objection is raised at West Sable. At East Sable the Trustees neglected to
secure the services of a teacher for the Summer Term, and the house, not be-
ing finished, is too uncomfortable for Winter use. No eatisfactory ezcuse was
rendered for not having a school at Power's Brook except the frequent com-
plaint of “hard times.” One has been commenced this Winter,

The house at Upper Wood’s Harbor was in such s dilapidated condition that
the Board of Commissioners deemed it advisable to have it condemned and to
direct important repairs or the erection of a new one. The A)eople, however,
have not yet made any movement in the matter, and seem in ifferent. It is a
large sectiopg where about eighty pupils are needing instruction, The colored
school at Poft la Tour is also closed ]i)ecause the colored people being fow and
not opulent, plead that they cannot support a separate school, and ask to be
united with the white section. To this the people of the latter strongly ob-
Ject, and 8o the matter rests. . The colored people for more than a year have
not had any school. ;

A new house has been built at Shag Harbor with one school room and a class
room. It isa commodious structure, is furnished with improved desks and

0ssesses many conveniences not found in the older buildings. The house in
f{amilton’s section was so far completed that a school was taught in it during
the Summer, It is of goodly size and is intended for the hol ing of religious
services as well as for school purposes. This is a sparsely settled section, and
the few residents deserve much praise for what they. have already done,
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A new house has also been commenced at East Ragged Islands and will
probably be ready for a school next Summer.

Very little has been done towards completing the house at Charlesville. The
want of funds is urged as an excuse. The same may be said of the house at
Louis Head, the work having remained almost stationary for a year.

An addition has Béed¥made to the school at Osborne, so as to form two de-
partments. The new room is convenient, suitably furnished and well adapted
for an elementary school. The Trustees and their Secretary deserve commen-
dation for the active interest they have taken in this desirable improvement.
The school has been graded duriug the past year, the higher department being
under the management of Mr. W. F. Kempton, a person of good teaching
ability, who has been very suceessful in his work.

The house at McGray’s section has been enlarged, fitted with two de~
partments and furnished in approved style. The school-is now graded, and,

under the energetic and efficient management of Mr. John Robertson the .

head teacher, ranks with the first in the County. The building and the school
reflect much credit on the Trustees, the teachers, and the people of the section.

At the Passage where the schools have been admirably conducted by Miss
Letitin Wilson and Miss Maggie Orowell, an alte¥ation has been made so as to
adaptithe building to three departments and three teachers are now employed.
In somé other sections slight repairs have been effected, the houses rendered
more comfortable, and the furniture more suitable.

By reference to the tables it will be seen that fifty-four schools were in ope-
ration during Winter, being seven less than the ‘#ime term of the previous
year. Eighteen male and thirty-eight female teachers were employed. In
Summer the number of schools was sixty-three, the highest we have yet had.
These were taught by nine males and fifty-five females.

The subjoined table will shew the number and grades of each for the two
terms:—

 Winter Terar.

Males. Fomales.

A. il EoER B. QD E.
2 b 7 4 1 16 9 12
SvmmEr TErm,

Males. Females.
i i , Bow U DB
2 3 4 . 1 16 12 26

The. Wiuter registration shews the number of pupils in attendance to have
been 2025, and the grand total days 181716, or nearly the same as the
‘Winter before,

The registry and grand total in Summer is somewhat less, being 2664 and
162783, o

The number of different children at school was more than heretofore, being
8871, making the proportion of population at school some portion of the year
1in 8.8.

Of the schools it would be difficult to give a detailed account, It is gratify-
ing, however, to state that several of our teachers excel in their profession and
their schools prove the valuable services they are rendering. In such the at-
tendance is usually above the general average, the classification and manage-
ment are good, and the pupils are alive to their dutics, thorough ir their stud-
ies and progressively improving.

The Academy has been well conducted by Mr. J. 8. Morton, B. A. More

.
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pupils than usual have been in attendance, their improvement has been very
obvious and the half yearly examinations, i which several of the visitors pre-
sent took part, have proved in a high degree satisfactory. In the other de-
partments good work has also been done by female teachers of the first class.
The children in each room have been well-trained before going higher.

The following schools were graded :—Shelburne, Lockeport, Osborne, Clyde,
Hibbert's Brook, Paseage, Wood’s Harbor, McGray’s and Clark’s Harbor.
The advantages of gradation are so apparent that in other sections thero is a
prospect of houses being enlarged for the same c{mrposa.

The most of our schools are tolerably supplied with books, The Nova Scotia
series of Readers are still largely ratrLiueX. Into a few schools the Royal
Readers have been introduced and are much liked, The Spelling Book super-
ceded i8 in general use. Of Arithmetics we have Mulholland s, Eaton and
Frazee’s and Greenleaf’s. Of Grammar’s, Lennie’s arid McCabe's, the latter in
the higher schools. In History, Collier’s British, Campbell’s and Calkin’s old
edition of N. 8., and Harper's Maritime. Calkin's Geographies ; and Green-
leaf’s and Chamber’s Mathematics. In many schools thero is an insufficiency
of writing books. Parents sometimes neglect to purchase them and progress
in this branch is retarded. *Payson, Dunstan and Seribner's” and * Staples’
Series”” are the most in use.

Drawing is not much peractised, so that “ model cards” are seldom seen.
There is need of some means of imparting instructien in this important art to
teachers so that they may know hew te teach their pupils,

Nelson’s maps of the Hemispheres and MeKinlay’s Nova Scotia are found
in nearly every school room. In several & good supply of other maps are to be
met with, The average is about four to & school.” Thirteen schools hive
globes, about three-fourths have clocks, most have hand bells, twenty-five
have English Dictionaries, twe Gacetteers, and two have prints and diagrams.
There are not any thermometers, models of solids, cabinets of natural history,
nor chemical and philosophical apparatus. Blackboards are tolerably well
supplied, there being about an average of one hundred square feet to each
school room, From the above it will be seen that requisite apparatus is not
yet provided.

The A returns are nearly all.satisfactory, but three-fourths of the B returns
were faulty. Trustees complain of what they call unnecessary questions, some
of which they do not understand.

At the teachers examination in July last forty candidates were successful,
most of whom were from the schools of the County. Of these eight came .
from the Academy and eight from the school at Barrington Passage.

As sn incentive to diligence and a test of the knowledge acquired by the pu-
pils in the different schbols of the County, the Board of School Commissioners
for the District of Shelburne has arranged for » competitive examination, open
to pupils throughout the County, in April next, when suitable prizes will be
awarded to the successful competitors. Such examinations bring the teachers
and scholars of different schools together, enable them to measure with each
other their intellectual acquisitions and serve to stimulate them to more vigor-
ous efforts for the future,

It will be seen from the tables and from what we have written that in some
of our sections the people are still without schools, and their children without
school instruction, that in many other sections the attendance of the pupils
is very irregular, (the averago percentage being about sixty) that several of the
teachers are of the lower grades, and that a large number change schools at
the close of each term. These are evils that need to be remedied.

The Act requires a school in each section, at least six months of the year,
yet, every year there are sections without schools any portion of the time. So,

L4 $
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long a8 the rate-payers of these sections are unwilling to move iu the matter,
decline to elect trustees and refuse to build school-houses, there seems little
prospect of a change.

Also, 80 long as only in a few sections the attendance is good, from seventy
to eighty per cent, and in a large portion it is below fifty, and many parents
are remiss in their educational duties to their offspring, it becomes almost a
necessity that some coercive measures should be adopted so that Schools may
be established in every Section and the children, under the paternal control of
the government, may be placed in ' position to receive the instruction pro-
vided for them,

As trustees too frequently, from a false economy, secure the services of
teachers of the lowest grades when better qualified are needed, and as fenal
teachers are now admitted to equal rank with male, it is but just that grade E
should be withdrawn so that both sexes may compete equally in the same arena.

A review of last year’s work affords proef that there has been no deteriora-
tion in the character of our Seheols, but on the there has been com-
parative progress ; that people, trustees and teachers are gradually conforming
to the educational ideas of the period, and that a system, which has so far
stood the test of trial and vindicated its adaptability to the wants of every
e ity, will be sustained and advanced as old defects are banished and
new improvements welcomed. i

I bave the honor to be,
Your obedient servant,
A.C. A, Doaxe.

Davio Arvisox, Esq., M.A,, L.L.D,
Superintendent of Education.

VICTORIA COUNTY.
-
Kznvpra MoKenzie, Inspector.
S1,—
I beg leave to submit the following as my annual report on the state of
*the Public Schools of this County, for the school year ended October 81st.,
1877,

The number of Sections has, during the past year, been increased to 77, by
the division of the Section of South Bide Little Narrows, No. 29, into two
Bections—it having been about 8 miles in length.

The new one is designated 8. 8. L. N. West, No. 77,
It may be remarked, that while on the one hand, too limited an area in the

d of School Sections, is a cause of financial weakness, it is found on
the other hand, that too large an extent of territory is attended with very
serious disadvantage to the educational interests of the section.

Several of the Sections of this County have suffered from one or other of those
disadvantages. Pfforts have accordingly been put forth to remedy the evils
arising from those, which had been found too large, by dividing, in one instance,
4 Bections into 5, giving 1 of these, it being (sparsely) settled, and long, 2
school-houses, under one staff of trustees. %n four other instances, owing to
their formation, it being impossible to make an equal division of boundaries,
and at the same time secure equal, or even sufficient financial resources to
each, it was thought therefore more:advisable under the circumstances to grant

h

%

¢




-

R | NP

VICTORTA COUNTY. 39

the trustees of these sections liberty to build, in each section, 2 school-houses.
We have now in this County, 5 Sections with this arrangement. One impor-
tant object is gained by it; that the advantages of, at least, the elementary
branches of a Common school education, are brought within the reach of all in
those sections ; but still the arrangement in every case is not satisfactory, as
the idea in permitting it was, that those schools would be conducted on the
principle, as near as circumstances could permit, of the graded system, but
practically they are found to be scarcely an approximation to it. /The only
advantage in not dividing them being, as already indicated, in a pecuniary
point of view. Several of the sections that are too limited in extent, are so
situated that their boundaries cannot be enlarged to any advantage ; and others,
without interfering with neighbouring sections. ‘The difficulty realized in sus-
taining those wealk sections and dividing some of the others referred to, may
now, however, in a great measure be obviated by the advantages afforded by
the late amendment in the school law, which gives trustees power to tax the
property of rate-payers sixty years of age and upwards within their sections.

There were erected within the past year 5 new school-houses; 1 in each of
the following sections, viz. :—South Gut, St. Anns, New Haven ; Middle Har-
bor, C. N.; Centre Section, Boularderie ; Kempt Head ; and Ship Yard.

During the winter term, there were in operation 64 schools, and the sum-
mer, 69. These gave employment to a similar number of teachers; a large
majority of whom, appear diligent and painstaking; but not all, by any means,
equally successful. Some have, naturally, and by their superior literary attain-
ments, the facilities in the school-room, necessary to successful work, the
advantage over others; but several would deserve, were it not that compari-
sons are invidious, special commendation. I was glad to observe, in general,
with a few exceptions, that during the past two terms, there were satisfactory
marks of improvement, not only in the more efficient conducting of the schools
and the progress of the pupils, but also in the manifestation of greater care and
accuracy in the filling in of the Returns, at the close of last school term, than
on former ocegsions.

It may no out of place to remark in this connection, that were every
teacher to provide himself, or herself, with good ink, make neat and distinct
figures, be careful that every column in the Returns be correctly filled in, and
that it be preserved scrupulously clean, the execution would not only reflect
credit on the teacher, but relieve the inspector of a great deal of ocular strain-
ing and unpleasant correction.

The following tables will show the number, grade, and sex, of the teachers
employed during the past two terms, viz :— : .

‘WINTER.

C
Males. ....... 9
Females......| .. E 8

6 | 17

SuMMER,

B[C|[D]| R g
= 6 [ 10 | 18| — |=85
Females.. ... 5 7 8 13 13 =34
Total.........] 1 [ 6 [ 18 [ 31 | 18 |= 69
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There were registered in the Winter term 2263, as compared with the pre-
vious one, 2132, making a difference of 131 pupils in favor of last Winter
term; and in the summer, 2482, with that of 1876, in which thers were en-
rolled 2429, giving a preponderance on the side of the past year, over the
previous one of 184,

According to the Returns, there were at School for some portion of the year,
2649 pupils ; the provious year, 2803, the accuracy of which seems doubtful.
The number given for the school year just closed, appears to be much nearer
the reality.

The number daily present on average, the summer term, was 116,960, mak-
ing an average daily present, per school, 1694; and the full time, 1076,31.
It will be thus seen, that the number registered falls considerably short of one-
half of what it would be, had all attended the full time at school; for had
2482, attended the full time, that number would be the daily average of atten-
dance; but it fell short of that by 140,569 ; but, of course, this does not give
the real number of absentees daily because many of the pupils did not belong
to the sohool the full term. The number daily belonging to schaol of absentees
would be 131,240. : .

If any proper means can be devised to sectre ‘s’ better attendance of the
pugils at School, it is clear that such is very much needed.

Thero is no doubt that if rate-payers who have children of school age, were
led to see the propriety of using every endeavour to have them regularly at
School, it would. be much more pleasant for all concerned, and more in nccord-
anee with. the real spirit of liberty, than that they should be coerced to the
matter of doing so ; but if, after all reasonable effort on the part of those who
are entrusted with the interest of education in the Province should fail to ac-
complish this objett, what then # Should not the strong arm of the law in
that case, interfere and compel the parent or the guardian to do that which
without the law, he failed to do for those whose intellectual, and moral train-~
ing, are committed to him? A judiciously devised compulsory law of Educa~
tion, may, therefdre, become & pecessity; but, by all means let every well
matured. expedient be first tried. Let every obstruction so far as possible be
removed. One serious cause of irregular attendance at present is,that, fre-
quently referred to,—that Trustees of School Sections in many instances, with-
out carefully considering whether, or not, the Teacher’s capabilities are such
as to secure the confidence, and ensure the educational advancement of the
pupils in the Sectiop; agree with him for his services, because said Teacher, is
willing to engage with them at.a low rate of salary. The consequence not un-
frequently is, that the teacher proves so far as atbendance of pupils, and their
interest in study are concerned, an utter failure. Of course it does not follow,
that all who may ask high salaries, areto be accepted as first rate teachers ;
but the interence is clear, that Trustees should be careful not to employ those,
whose qualifications are not, at least in some measure, adequate to the require~
n‘tnts of the Section.

Another hindrarce in this County and adjoining Sehool Districts is, that the

time of holding the Summer vacation, is unsuited to the circumstances of the
people, the arrangement,ef which, under certain limitations, might safely we
think be left to the discretion of the Board ot School Commissioners, and In-
spector of each District, ' i ;
* Tt appears to me also, that it would tend no little to promote a better at-
tendance at School, if some effective menns were used to require those ap-
pointed to the position of Trustees, to thoroughly acquaint themselves with
the duties and responsibilities of their office, and employ every means in their
power to secure the above named object.

The grand total day’s attendance for the winter term was 127,005, and for
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the Summer, 116,693 ; but for minute details, I must refer you to the tables,
and Abstracts of A & B, already forwarded. .

I visited nearly all the Schools twice during thé past year. In winter, it is
imr})]ructieub]e to visig the Schools at Cape North, and, generally those at Ingo-
nish. ;

The Baddeck Academy and two other Schools had to be closed for & number
of weeks in Spring, on account of the prevalence of scarlet fover,—which pre-
vented my visiting them as usual. In two instances L got others, where I
could not attend personally, courteously to visit the Schools and report the re-
sult to me, viz :—3 of the Schools at Cape North, and 1 school at Gand Nar-
rows. During the Summer term however, I visited all the Schools with the
exception of 8, or 4, which happened to be closed on the occasion of my visit ;
and another, that of New Haven, which had been in operation only a short
time,—and which I found so far out of my way, without a road to it, that its
visitation could not be accomplished under the circumstances, without too much
loss of time. '

I have frequently noticed that wherever a good teacher had been employed
for several terms in succession, his school indicated unmistakable marks of satis-
factory progross,—whereas on the other hand, whote persons possessed of only
inferior skill, and no tact in the teaching art, are found, the school interests
suffer.

The Baddeck Academy continues under the supervision of Thos. §. MecLean,
Esq,, B.A,, with its threo departments, to do important educational work,—
as it affords teachers and others, opportunities to advance their studies, no
where else to be obtained in the County. -

Of 49 candidates that passed their examination in July last, 11 succeeded
in obtaining a class not received on any former occasion ; & fow others, that
formerly accorded them ; but generally, with a higher average of marks. 5,
succeeded in ciass sought; L, Grade B, and 4, C.  Other 4, the next lower
class to that tried for, viz:—1, grade D, and 8, E. Other 2, who sought C,

ot B,
. I have endeavoured in this examination, as in former ones, strictly to ad-
here to the rules furnished for my guidance, both as to the time allowed to
answer questions, and exclusion from all external help, as I consider faithful-
ness in this, of vital importance to the interests of Education. I 14y say, to
the credit of the Candidates, that with the exception of very fow, there did not
appear to be any attempt or disposition to copy.

I haye again to tender thanks ta the School Commissioners of this County
for their promptitude in attending the soveral meeti gs of the Board, of which
there were three held this year, and their earnest attention to business,—not
forgetting the kindness, and hospitality of people of all denonations, where-
ever, during my Inspecting tours I met them, or happened to require their
assistance,

All of which is respectfully submitted.

» K. MoKExzis,

Davip Avrisox, Esq.,, M. A, L.L. D,, i
Superintendent of Education, / \ &
N
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HALIFAX QOUNTY?
Hivkrz Cownow,\ Inspector.

Sip,—
My Report on the Public Schools of Halifax County for the year ended
Oct. 81st, 187, is hereby respectfully submitted for your consideration.
In 1864 the enthusiasm and untiring exertions of Dr, Dawson, the lamented
Dr. Forrsster and other excellent men, worthy of all praise and grateful re-
had begun. to bear fruit in an aroused public sentiment, and it was
felt that if' Nova Scotia was not forever to lag behind it was necessary to take
a fresh start in educational matters, This conviction led to the inauguration
of our present Free School System. It required tact, executive ability, and
the most untiring labor to organize sections and settle their boundaries, elect
Trusteos, appoint Commissioners, provide teachers of the several grades and
arrange for the annual and semi-annual meetings, in which so much of the
minutiag of our school business must be tr ted. The greatost difficulty
of all, however, was to firmly with d ‘the formidable opposition and preju-
dice which still existed to a great extent throughout the Province, ‘We have
been so far successful that we have now 1770 sections, some 2000 schools, and
%gwnrds of 100,000 children in attendance during some portion of the year.
hilst, however, we may justly congratulate ourselves on what has already
been done, the contemplation of that which still remains to be accomplished, if
we would build wisely on the toundation so well laid, and carry on the work in
such a manner as shall commend itself to our successors, should nerve us to
more strenous exertions, and a still more intelligent reading of the signs of the
times, so that we may go on continually improving our system, and adapting
ib more perfectly to the requirements oty our day, which is emphatically one of
transition,

You will find in the statistical tables the leading facts in regard to the num-
ber of schools, the enrollment and attend, of scholars, the ber of
teachers of the various Girades employed, and the receipts and expenditure for
school purposes. )

Sections.—Our cominissioners have
if teachers are t
accommodation is to be secured—in a
with efficiency—then the formation of small and poor sections must be opposed
with inflexible determination. Nor is the argument, so often urged, that chil-
dren are unable to attend school on account of the dibtancs a valid one, for we
find that in Sweden * 7000 children travel daily over two miles to school, and
2000 over four miles ; yet the attendance is regular, and ninty-seven per cent.
of the children are receiving school instruction.” In addition to this, the ex-
perience of many of our teachers proves conclusively that there are no scholars
more regular and punctual in their attend than those who come from a
distance, '

As an example of what can. be plished by large sections, the following
~ case i8 in point :—The Commissioners for the Eastern District of this County
werd petitioned, on several oceasions, to divide Murphy’s Cove Section into
two, the petitioners maintaining that children could not walk three miles to
school. Ehe Board refused compliance, on the ground that if the Section re-
mained undivided, one good school could be supported the year round ; where-
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as, if divided, two poor ones would be the result. The event has fully vindi-
cated their judgment ; for on three consecutive visits I found the numbers in
ttend stood respectively, 58, 61 und 63,

Houses.—Five new houses have been erected, and one, that at Peggy’s Cove,
has been enlarged and furnished at a eost of upwards of $300. They have
also expended $150 on the School House in the Sedgewick Section in the Rural
District. Several other sections have laid out sums from $20 to $120 in im-
provements. Provision has also been made for a House with two Depart-
ments at Herring Cove in the Western District, and Lake Egmont in the Ru-
ral. 'We hope next year to be able to report that Kirker and Beaver Harbor
Sections, in the Eastern District, have provided suitable School accommoda-
tion.

Schools,—Winter Term, 112 ; Summer Term, 116. Last year 22 Sections
were reported without Schools during any portion of the year; this number
has now been reduced to 14. Of these the Rural District has but one, and
that & Gold Mining Section. The Eastern District five, viz: Petpizwick East,
Taylor's Head, Mushaboon, Kirker, and Ecum Secum. The Western District
eight : Shag Bay, Oak Hill, Green Head, Goodwood, Spryfield, Kemptown,
Spriugfield and Montague. It will be seen from this that the number of Sec-
tions having no School in Winter or Summer Terms is steadily diminishing,
ﬂRnd five more will be added to the list of School Keeping Sections in the next

eport.

Attendd‘ri?%—-Tbe grand total of dbtendance made by all the pupils in 1877
was 660256, and in 1876, 6488381, s! Jﬁ increase for 1877 of 16435 ;

this would have been larger but for the prevalenke of that fearful scourge Dip-
theria, which, in some sections, has been ex ingly fatal. One death occur-
red at Hackett's Cove where, as & precautionary measure, the school was closed
from January 15th to 20th. ~ Indian Harbor reports 17 cases, and Pennant 5,
from the same cause. The school at Lower Jeddore (west), after a session of
25 days was closed and not re-opened during the term, the teacher’s life being
at one time despaired of, and 9 cases ending fatally.

TEACHERS , AND GRADES.

Winrer Tgea,

C. D. E.
46 38 15

Summer TErM,

B. C. D. - B
13 46 39 17

TEACHER'S EXAMINATION.

The number of candidates for license 1 Halifax at the July Examination,
the Grades applied for, the number who obtained the grades sought, and the
number who obtained a license of some grade, will be seen at & glance from

the following table :—

A. B. C. D. E. Total
No. of Candidates ........... e . 3 14 93 60 9 179
No. who obtained Grade sought.......... 2 .3 8 2 1 46
No. who obtained License ot some Grade.. 2 8 42 3 387 119

I have had much pleasure in reporiing, especially to the Eastern and West-
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ern Boards at their meetings in May and November,
several schools in many of those points which consti
success. The methods of teaching are better,
straint, because the pupils are kept busy and
fact, wost of our schools shew some signs of
although in varying degrees.  When we conside
an average salary of 860, and 10 more an aver.
. of patience and consideration,

As the present seems an opportune time for settling the ground of the
Teacher's authority, and defining its lim\its, allow me to call your attention to
what appears to be a growing disposition on the part of many to interfere with
the rights of Teachers in the sphere of discipline. Three casés have cor un-
der my immediate notice during the past year. One was tha of nte‘@}

a marked improvement in
tute excellence and ensure
the order good and without con-
their energios well directed. In
progress in the right direction,
r that we have 15 secticns paying
age of $50, we see the necessity

r who
was fined most unjustly for a case, similar to that brought before tH€ Halifax
City Board. Another, was that of a most excollent teacher, who left in the
middle of the term, rather than submit to an unwarrantable interference,
which would have so weakened her authority, as to render the maintenance of
order and discipline an impossibility. In the third instance, a Trubtee entered
the school, and, in the presence of the scholars, took the teacher to task, in the
most insolent manner, The matter was taken up, and after receiving a law-
yer’s letter, the trustee was obliged to make an apology. It seems to me that
there should be no uncertainty in regard to this question, and as I heartily

coneur in the Report unanimously adopted by the City Board I shall give it
verbatim ;

¢ The North District Visiti Committee reported on the case of the punishment of
the boy Hawse by Mr. Elliot, of Beech Street School, for insubordination during school
hours, for which” he was fined 810 in the Police Court, submitting the evidence given

before thad Committee, and a certifiad copy of the evidence taken in tle Police Court,
and stated :

*The Committee in submitting this report would be perfectly satisfled to allow the
evidence to ﬂ)euk for itself, were theﬂ not strongly impresseg' with the fact that the
Stependi i in sentencing

P y ~. Blliot to pay a fine of #10 and costs, has in-
flicted a serious injury u}mn the discipline of the Puablic Schoola of this city ; for, if
teachers in the emplay of this Board and carrying out its instructians in the mainten-
ance of order’and discipline by the moderate use of corporal punishment, as has been
shown by the evidence in this case, are to Lo dragged to the Police Court, ang summarily
mulcted in heavy fines, your C ittee feel that the efficiency of our Public Schools is
at an end, The Committee cannot close this report without expressing, not only their
fullest confidence in the uniform kindness and attention shown by Mr, Elliot'te his
pupils, but their entire approbation of the course pursued by him in the matter for
which he has been (to say the least) so summarily and harshly treated,

* The Committee also recommend that, in the intere:
-810, fine and ¢

furnished with a copy ofthis report.
*“This report was unanimously adopted.”

In tlie same connection a clause of a ‘memorandum from the Minister of
Education for Ontario is so much to the point that I will here transcribe it :—

*The law and regulations recognise the master's
‘eer, and hence it is his duty by legitimate and Proper means to discharge the functions
of his office satisfactorily, . For this purpose he must be permitted to exercise all the
necessary authonty, and to vindicate it when re uired, by such measure of punishment
or meansas & prudent and judicious teacher would think best in the particular cireum-
Atances. Without prescribing any details in this respect, the regulations leave the
authority of the master paramount, except in the case of suspension, where they de-
fine the circumstances which may warrant this, and the single case in which expul-

position to be that of a public offi«

gion can be ordered.”

City Schools,—As the Commissioners and BUpal:vispr publish a full and ex-

st of the schools the amount.of | i
0sts in this case inflicted Bon their teacher, be fhfunded to Mr. Elliot, =
and that he be W ({
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tended Report of the Schools for Halifax City it is unnecessary for me to enter
into minute ‘details. There are, however, many unmistakuble signs of im. .
provement which I have noted in my visits from term to term, These are to
be found in the sustaining of a large average of attendance, in their more ays-
tematic grading, and their general order and discipline. 'We may reasonably
expect o still higher and increasing degreo of efficiency when we take into ac-
count the large number of high grade teachers now employed, which, as com-
pared with 1878 may be thus tabulated : i

3
A, B. c.
1880 G 0 18 . 61
B it 81 58

Another very pleasing circumstance, and on which fhe’ citizens of Halifax
may well be congratulated, is to be found in ‘the es blishment of a High
School with such a very competent staff of teachers. .

The examination for ndm?ssion will afford a good eriterion of progress in the
Public Schools, and must certainly prove a great incentive to diligence on the
part of both teachers and pupils.

Rospectfully yours,

- H, CONDON.
Davio Arisow, Esq, L.L. D.,

Superintendent of Education,

———

LUNENBURG COUNTY.

G. W. Hiurz, Inspector.
Sir,~—

I beg Teave to submit the following, together with my notes of inspection
and gtatistical tables already forwarded, as my report on the Schools of Tunen=
burg County for the year just closed. ;

The financial depréssion, which has mads itself felt over the greater portion
of our cogntry, during the past year, has, to some extent, unfavorably affected
our Schools—not so much on account of any diminution in their number, but,
by interfering with the projected improvements in building, furniture, ete.,
which I had reason to expect would have been accomplished, and which would,
I hLave no doubt, have materially increased their eficiency.

The subjoined table will exhibit at a glance the number of Schools in opera-
tion in the County for the year, together with the number, grade and sex
of teggliors employed therein, during that period t—

WINTER TERM, SUMMER TERM,
P s e
R - - - - - ) PR Q@) a| @&
PlelElElE| R85 2][FTE[T] sa;‘
EIgIE|B|o(8| 8 8| 8ln|lle(8|B|EE|5|E
SIEIE| |P|r|e|o|m|E|E|R FlEol o
E 5! &8
Pl i e el i i ey L) BRI [ 2%
o7 los a8 1301 o | o0 w10 ol tod e 20 | 2 7

29188 | 28
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By comparing the above with last year’s report, it will be observed that very
little change has taken place in the ratio of male to female teachers employed
during the year. The tendency, however, is in the direction of the employment
of female to the exclusion of male teachers, chiefly, I fuar, on account of the
relative cheapnese of the former as compared with the latter.

Whether tge preference for female over male teachers be regarded as a mat-
ter of congratulation or not, I cannot but express my regret that it should
have the effoct of materially reducing the compensation paid to teach of both
sexes, . ,

“ Though the opinion of Trustees seems to the contrary, I cannot help think-
ing that the efficiency of a teacher’s eftorts bears some proportion to the

t of pecuniary p ion which he receives for his services, Econ-
omy is not always in the direction of cost alone, but of cost as compared with
efficiency. :

The number of teachers seeking employment is much’imr excess of the de-
mand for their services, and this gives rise to competition, in which the less
competent teacher is more than likely to win. The present over-crowding of °
the hing professi js doing mischief, not to schools alone, but also to
teachers themselves, who in the end will be the greater sufferers.

It seems to me that the time has come when teachers of every grade might
not unrensonably be required to exhibit certificates of attendance at some
Model or Normal school, before being permittéd to go up for examination,
while those seeking the higher grades of license ghould be graduates of some
school or college in which teachers are specially trained for their work. This
would not only prevent the excessive i in the ber of li d teach-
ers, but would also furnish us with a more efficient and better qualified class
of instructors.

The teachers of the County, as a body, still continue to discharge their
duties with punctuality and industry, and if their success has not, at all times,
been equal to their or my expectations, it is only what one might reasonably
expect, when the number ot the youthful and inexperienced teachers employed
is considered. .

The number of pupils enrolled during the year was somewhat in excess' of
the corresponding term of last year, while the percentage of attendance ex-*
hibits a trifling decrease. This has been due,no doubt, in a great measure to the.
preval of epidemi gst the children usually attending school. . This
i8 especially true of the Summer Term., : ;

Owing to a cause, to whichy reference has already been made, I have little of
a material character to repo: pecting i vements in school grounds, fur-
niture, ete. A few sections have enclosed their play ground
houses, but no attempts have yet been made at ornamentation.

The first and most pressing ity, that of providing a good and commo-
dious school-house, having been met, it is but reasonable to expect that some
attempt should be made to beautify and adorn its surroundings. A few schools
have replaced their old and worn-out furniture by seats and desks of a better
class. A small number, too, bave made addition to the apparatus previously

and put up out-

in use. i

Notwithstanding the * hardness of the times” six new school-houses have
been erected during the year. These are all substantial and di
buildings, creditable alike to the liberality of the rate-payers and the energy of
the several boards of Trustees. e following are' the names of the
sections in which these buildings have been put up :—Lakefield, Baker's
Stambourne, and 8t, Matthew’s in the district of %Amenburg and New Dublin,
and Sherwood and Chester in the district of Chester. The building put up in
the town of Chester contains thres departments,. capable of comfortably seat-
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+ ing about 150 pupils, and is amply sufficient in this respect o
needs of the section. . i T

During the year I have visited all the sections having schoole; except four.
Two of these were insular sections, and, as remarked in previoys report, very
difficult.of access in Winter, the only period in which the schools a76 in session,
The remaining two were not visited owing to causes beyond my control. A
number of sections having' no schools were also visited, and efforts made to
awaken in the minds of Trustees a certain degree of enthusiasm in the cause
of education. These visits have already borne some fruit, and I haye reason to
hope much from these and similar attempts.

The school registers have been, in a majority of instances, neatly and care-
fully kept. In some few cases, teachers seem to have forgotten that these

lisble at any time to be consulted, and have

18 respect is growing yearly less,
and I have na doubt ere long will be reduced to a minimum.

I am glad to be'able to rer ort a coasiderable improvement in the A roturns,
the accuracy and neatness of which is greatly increasing, The B returns_is,
however, it seems, incapable of improvement, and is simply a standing reproach
upon Boards of Trustees, who, it they make -the proper effort, would less fre-
quently fail to have them properly and accurately filled in. The statistics
therein contained, with all the care bestowed upon their corr , are to be
regarded only as approximations to the truth,

Respectfully submitted,

G. W. HILTZ,

fond. 4

Davip Arursow, Esq., L.L, D.,
o1 af F s

Q,
ouper

' CUMBERLAND COUNTY.
W. 8. DanzacrE, Inspector.

Sip,— :
, With pleasure, I submit the following Report on the Public Schools of the
County of Cumberland, for the year ended 81st of October, 1877, 3
In the Winter Term one hundred and twenty-three schools and departments
were in operation, and in the § Term one hundred and thirty-eight,
This is a gain of two departments in the winter and nine in the summer over
last year. p
Tlfe following table presents at one view the number, grade and sex of all
the teachers employed in the county during the school yea= which has closed ;

Winter Term.,

Males. i
A, \ Males......,..,27
Females . . .,..




: Total.
e BN Males........ 24
ceeenee A8 wi 7 Tomales .....114

138

The abstracts already forwarced.to the Hducation Office give the required
statistics in full. 5
The county is divided into two School £Districts, and each has a separate
School Boara. The Commissioners fop’the District of Cumberland Proper
meet semi-annually, on the second Tuesday in Novemberand May, in Amherst,
The Parrsboro’ Board meets orf the third Tuesday in November and May, in
Mill Village. This meeting of the second Board occasions delay in . getting
teachers money, as the sheets cannot be completed until after the meeting of
the Parrsboro’ Board. -

Number of Sections.—The number of Sections in this County is one hundred
and fifty-two. Of these, Cumberland Proper has four graded schools and the
County Academy ; and Parrsboro’, has two graded schools, one in Mill Village
and the other in Advocate Harbour.

The County Academy, under Mr. Eaton’s Supervision, has been doing very
well during the year. Mill Village, graded schopl, hasadvanced under the care
of Mr. Hutchinson. Mr. Reid has done remarkably well in Oxford, and Mr.
Davidson’s efforts have been successful in advancing Spring Hill Mines, graded
school. The Trustees are providing accommodation })or a third department.
Books, with very few gxceptions, are not now provided as_school property, but
trustees mostly furnish maps, globes, and apparatus, During the term, I
visited all the schools that 'were in operation, with the exception of some seven
or eight. Much educational work has been accomplished, but some necessary
improvements are yet to be reached ; the last examination of teachers is a clear
proof of this. One hundred and fourteen candidates were examined in July
last, 14 received grade C.—29 obtained grade B.—20 had to be satisfied with
E.—and 51 failed altogether.

This is the Ninth Annual Report I have made on the Schools of Cumberland.
I have nothing new to add to the matters discussed in former reports, Dur-
ing the year fair progress has been made in the schools. I close this report
with a simple tribute to the memory of the late Rev. A. S. Hunt, our former
Superintendent,

All of which is respectfully submitted,
W 8. DARRAGH,
Davip Aruison, Esq., M.A,, L.L. D.
Superintendant of Education.

QUEENS COUNTY.

= C. T. AnprEws, Inspector.
S1g,—
: This, my fourth annual report on the condition of thé® public &chools
in Queens County, together with the several statistical tables, notes of inspee-
tion, &e., I respectfully submit for your considetation,

one
Yet
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The steady progress of our schools and the growing appreciation of our edu-
cational privileges manifested throughout ' the county are, o say, the least,
gratifving, i : ‘

Notwithstnudiug the unusualddepression in almost every department of
industry, no signs of a retrog movement can be seen in the schools, which,

- on the contrary, are increasing in number and efficiency. Not one eaction,
provided with a suitable school-honse, has been without a school during _the
entire year,

In the Winter term there were 46 schools, and in the Summer 50, showing
an increase of 5 over that of 1876, The number ,of pupils registered in the
Winter term was 2168, ‘and in the Summer 2879, with a grand total days
atteiidance of 137,874 for the Summer, and 142,807 for the Winter, represent-
ing an increase of 23013 over that of last year. .

The subjoined table exhibits the number, grade and sex of the teachers em-
ployed during the year ¢ “ s .

Winter Teey, |

Ténchers,
Male

SuMMER TRy,

%(‘emhers.' Grade—A. B.

 esl)

L' 1040

=
= , =

14 10 53

The promptness with which sections respond to the notices from the Board
of Commissioners to provide themselves with suitablo school-houses confirms
my belief that in a very short time 10t a discreditable building will be found
occupied for schoel purposes in our County, i 7

Grafton Section has mado cominendable efforts in replacing their school
hopees, and now have a neat and i ilding leted, and have
again commenced school. : 5

Pleasant River has made €0od progress in the erection of & new house, and
will, no doubt, push it to a rapid completion. Some difficulty existed in refer-
®ence to the pronosed site, which, however, was settled by the Commissioners,
undd the building will be completed, reidy for use, after the Christmas
holidays. '

Albany New is Progressing more slowly with their work. A littlo assistanco

‘om the Commissioners will, no doubt, stimulate them to greater nctivity,

Hibernia has also been awakened to the necessity of a Winter School, and
will have their house plastered and finished ready for achool after holidays,

One new section (S"lgmerville) has been added to the list in the Southern
District by the sub-dfSion of two_larger ones, and a new and commodious
school-house with a hall over-hoad has been erected snd will be open for school
in the summer,

While the multiplying of smaller sections at the expense of thelnrger
ones, is not strictly in accordance with the recommendation of the Council, .
Yyet, it manifests an ambition on the part of parents to keep their uhihqun_l ut
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school, the greater part of the time, by securing school privileges nearer home,
and very often the divided sections will, by a little extra exertion, continue to
maintain quite as efficient a school as before, &

Another section (Fox Creek) after laying dormant for a number of years,
has been resuscitated. Here I would again acknowledge the kindess of our
friend Chas. D. Mack, whose disinterested efforts to benefit outlying sections
by aiding me to establish schools, is fully appreciated.

Denmark has already opened school in their new building, and realizing the
advantages of a school, are determined to keep it open Winter and Summer,
proving that the *State of Denmark is not rotten.” Nearly every section in
the southern district provided with a school-house, has had a school during
the whole year. While in the northern district Caledonia Corner and Har-
mony were without a school during the summer. They have, however, again
opened their schools, and I trust, will not allow the neighboring poor sections
to outstrip them in educational zeal by suffering their schools to be closed
another term, :

The Furniture in most of the schools are either the patent desks or a fair
imitation, one or two only have old-fashioned long desks. The Apparatus in
the majority of the school-rooms is either defective, deficient or defunct. All
have Maps and Black-boards. A few have Globes, Lexicons, Gazetteers, &c.
Twc only have a part of a Chemical and Philosophical apparatus. None have
a complete set of appliances for illus‘rations and experiments i Chenistry,
Philosophy or Astronopmy. 4

So far as externals ‘::, this is no doubt a favorable record. = There are, how-
ever, serious drawbacks to educational advancement still in many o’ our schools.
These are— . L

First, A too frequent change of teachers, owing to the inability or nnwill-
ingness of rate-payers to make adequate remuneration for the services of first-
class teachers. It is absurd to expect a youn, man or woman with any educa-
tion, spirit, or ambition, conscious of their value, to be content to teach for a

 salary equal to that of a day laborer, or an indifferent mechanic. Trustees will

complain that they cannot kezp a teacher, *80 goon as they get to be any
good they letive.” I can only tell them, make their business pag and they will
stay—stick to you like wax. :

Another obstacle to progress is defective discipline, either from an innate in-
capacity for governing on the part of the teacher, or as the result of a bad in-
fluence brought t: bar upon the child at its own home—a want of sympsthy
between parent and teacher. There is no more effectual barrier to the wuccess
of a teacher than a want of harmonious nction between parent and instructor.
L have no sympathy for the father or mother who listens to the frequewt re-
hearsals of a tale-bearor’s troubles at school, and avenges exaggerated and im-
aginary wrongs upon the head of a task-worn and patience-tried teacher. 'This
kind of love for offspring can be seen inany of the lower anima.s not endowad
with reason. Surely the teacher has enough to contend with in subduing the
natural man in & child, in adapting himself to the different dispositions of chil-
dren—enough to drain his nervous system and exhaust his patience in over-
coming the natural stupidity of some, and trying to ’Penetrate the ironclad
brajns of others, withdiit being requested to « step out” and test his physical
powers with some brawny-armed athlete. Teachers as a general thing do not
want to fight with patents ; they would rather brook an insult.

Another, and I fear the greatest hindrance, is irregular attend Upon
the question of a Compulsory Law, T have in two previous reports given my
views, and shall at present content myself with a brief remark. :

There are certainlytwo sides to the question as there are also two different
standpoints from which to regard the present school systom. If the aim of

L]
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the law be th universal education of the children of our land it is certainly
detective, because it leaves a loop-hole through which every child can escap'e
and run home with impunity and not ong receive an education, If the pur-
pose of the act be to give every one an opportunity to go to gchool if he choose
then it is fu'lfilled. -

The past has been a year more than usually fatal to our schools on account
of illness. 1In almost every instance my visit was preceded by some provailing
epidemic, and in sonie registers the list of absentees was frightfully swelled
with the mumps, ¢ =

Still another hindrance to success is the remissness of many of the Trustees,’
The Register betrays much indifferenee on the part of thess officials, The re-

vacancies. An amendment of the School Law making the public fun
tingent upon the proper performance of the duties of the Trustees ;
straighten things up wonderfully. Doubtless the B Roturns would then come
in correct and satisfactory, Ag they are now filled in and forwarded, the
statistics compiled theréfrom must be far from reliable, In many instances
the most important questions are unanswered, causing much unnecessary an-
noyance. If the Trustees cannot give exact auswers, an approximation can
be made by them better t.hun by the Inspector, If they are unable to guess, T
can da nothing for them: The practice of medicine might improve that fac-
ulty somewhat. i

The 4 Returns are generally correctly filled in,

The Teachers generally during the past Yyear, have devoted themselves to
their work with a zeal and intelligence deserving of much commendation. My
preference to Normal school teachers, and my reasons therefore, I dwelt upon
1n my last report. I have since seen nothing to change my opiniou,

In the resignation of Mr. McVicar, the County Academy has sustained g
loss which I trust may be pensated by his y, Mr. Smith, whose
labors ia other sections have hitherto been highly appreciated,

This High School, as I purpose calling it, has maintained its wonted high
preéstige, and will compare favorably with any in the Province, The various
departments are thoroughly and efficiently taught by a staff of well-trained,
active and zealous teachers, leaving little moro to_be desired or necessary for
the accomplishment of the purpose for which it Wwas established. It is with
regret that I have to report the Tesignation of Mr, J. H, MeKittrick, who
condueted the Primary Department of this Institution for the past two years
with unquestioned ability and unrivalled success, :

The (;mded School at Mill Villago is still conducted by Chas. D, Mack with
his usual thoroughness, efflciency, and success. The ratepayers of this section
are certainly alive to their own interests in retaining the services of 8o capable
and experienced a teacher. His calling is not a stepping-stone to some other
profession, but a devoted life-stud y—hence his success,

Mr. Chas. Richardson still continues to teach the Brooklyn School in his
own even methodical and pains-takin, manner in spite of the salary, which is
entirely inadequate to the support an encouragement of such teachers, _meat

The Milton School has been taught during the past year by Mr., Ején C.
Hilton, a faithful and efficient teacher, whose services have been freely acknow-
ledged and fully appreciated by the section, He is succeeded by Mr, George
Cleveland whose reputation as a teacher warrant the expectation of continued
good results, The miscell schools lly have been taught by active,
energetic and' high-toned teachers who ravely fail to leave an intellectual reprint
of their own minds upon the characters, dispositions and habits of their pupils.
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It has been fi uently said that the * teacher makes the school,” T would
finish the truimrle%y adding “like himself.” Hence superior schools, presup-
Ppose superior teachers, who will be employed just so soon as rate-payers
realize the value of thorough practical ed s, and contribute adequately to
their support. It is no less atrange than true that men generally will not
exercise the same economy and general common sense in the edueation of their
children, that they exhibit in their daily business avocations. When they em-
ploy & mechanic to build a house or a ship, they will inspect his work and
manifest, in many ways, an istakable interest in its gress ; while the
supervision of the training of their children’s minds, is a éuty that they will
shirk if they can. In the former case they will recognize and practice true
economy in engaging the best workmen; in the Iatter, a directly opposite
course is carried out, and the lowest tender takes the Jjob.

Vacations.—The time for vacations can best be determined by the school
officers in each County, and I strongly favor the suggestion of Mr. MecDonald,
Inspector for Pictou, to * leave the determining of the time to the Commis-
sioners and Inspectors of the several Counties.” The reasons for the above
change are quite apparent, and have been repeatedly set forth in the different
Inspectors’ lihports. .

niformity in the time for vacation would be s ni ssity so far as cach
county is considered eeparately, so that the work of i tion might not be
interfered with, ;

The School Commissioners have, as usual, performeq their public duties with
promptness and satisfaction, and I would here repeat 8-\suggestion made in a
previous report, that these officers receive some re uneration for their
services. Frequently they ure required Lo visit some remote section to deter-
mine the site for a building, Somethi g like an equivalent for their time and
travelling expenses would fmva a tendency to render the performance of these
duties more greeable and peditious. And, doubtl , 1 would be relieved
of the unpleasant task of running about the sidewalks drumming up a quorum
to transact the business of the Board,

Reading.—There is still an improvement in this important branch. In some
schools however, the same old sing song” style prevails and will exist so long
as the teacher himself is an indifferent reader. T‘ljfne imitative principle in a
child is sufficiently strong to make a good reader of him in spite of previous
bad training, if the teacher will but set the le by reading eacl 1
himself in a natural tone of voice.

Arithmetic.—The want of & proper classification and thoroughness in ‘teach-
ing the elementary principles of this branch, is the cause of much of the un-
satisfactory progress made in many of our schools. In mental arithmetic the
proficiency obtained in these same schools is certainly highly creditable.

Drawing seems to be regardell as a special gift of nature and is not generally
cultivated. Teachers who have given due attention to this pleasing and
recreative branch, have been rewnrsld with the most encouraging results.

Grammar—A lack of intelligent method in im; arting a knowledge of the
principles of our language, still obtains in a fow 0? our schools. The teacher
will devote his allotted fime to heariog the Grammar class as if it was neces- -
sary to the fulfillment of his contract with the Trustees, without ascertaining
how much of the principles of Grammar his scholars have mastered. My
views in reference to the best method of imparting instruction in the different
branches have been’ given in previous reports, making any extended remarks
on the same subject unnecessary, at present. Suffice it to say that “knowledye
is ot given until it is received,"

Hygien=—The majority of the houses ars well ventilated. A few, however,
are msre hot-houses for the propagation of epidemic discases» An attempt to
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aweep, with closed doors and windows, is daily made by stirring up the dust,
the heavier portions of which are carried out of the door, while the finer par-
ticles are le&o floating about in the air of the room, bearing infectious diseases
to the lungs and blood of the children, Disi and other p ionary
measures are entirely ignored. My experience in this matter justifies me in
urging upon the Council of Public Instruction the suggestion ofJ the Inspector
for Cumgerlnnd (W. P. Darragh) to “ constitute every Inspector a Health
Officer, required to enforce an efficient system ot hygiene in our schools,”

Whatever strictures upon delinquent officers I have made in my remarks, I
trust will be taken by them in goog part. Much good may be done in romedy-
ing defects in the working of our present school system by bringing the evils
before the public inthe Inspector’s Annual Report.

With all deference to yourself, 1ny dear sir, I canuot close this report with-
out & pacting tribute of sorrow for the death of my kind friend and adviser,
the Iat& Superintendent, whose sy pathetic nature and uniformly courteous
demeanar ‘\‘furiug all our official int won my confid and respect.
Avd, a8 you now have assumed the arduous and responsible duties of the
office ne his suceessor, be assured that in vour efforts to advance the educational
interests of this County, you will receive the sympathy and co-operation of
your subordinate officer and

Fontant. 4+

obedient servant,
C. T. ANDREWS,
Davip Aruison, Esq., M. A., L.L. D,
Superinter.dent of Eduration,

*
i
i

KINGS COUNTY."

Couiy Roscox, Inspecior,

Sip,—

. With my fourth Annual Report, hereby respeetfully submitted, I for-
ward the usual statistical tables and notes of inspection for the year ending
Oct. 81st, 1877,

These tables have been prepared with much care, and show a greater num-
ber of schools and a larger attendance for the past year than for any previous
year in the history of the schools in this county. :

, At the annual school meeting of 1876, A.D., more liberal sums were voted

school purposes than heretofore, with a view to secure as many well-quali-

fied male teachers as possible for the winter. * This gave to the County a large
ber of excellently conducted schools for that term, and although too man:

t hanged teachers for the ver, giving their schools into the hands
of female teachers, and, in many inst to those untrained and inexperi-
enced ; yet the year's work has been one of progress and much success. The
condition of the schools, which I am inclined to describe as r bly satis-
factory, does not, for s moment, exclude the idea that there is still room for
improvement and ad! t in almost every direction. T have shown by
meaus of the following tables, the number of schools, the number of pupils

lled, and the attend for the past year, together with a comparative
statement hetween the past and the years 1875 and 1876 :—
]
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Tanre I,

Term. No. Schools. | No, Teachers. EE:‘opl‘l]:d Attendance.

Winter. .......... 112 5121 811256 days.
Summer......... 109 4832 256610 «

Tasue 1I.

Term, i) D. E. Female.

Winter.......... 24
Summer......... 80

Tasee IIL

‘WINTRR TERM.

TEACHERS,

No. School.
Attendance.

311256
266095

256510
1876, 260125

Increase. 4 .
Decrense . St Laak vhka 5 i e i 4615 .

Increase for year. . 1 40635
Decrease $ %




KINGS COUNTY.

Tanre IV,

WINTER TERM.

TEACHERS.

. | D.

18717, o 811256
1875. - 0 262236

Increase & G ek 49020
Decrease. o B kT R W e e

5 . 256510
1875. 256049

Increase.........| ..]|.. oo s i 461

Decrease. .......

Increase for vear. .
Decrease’ “

The foregoing comparison indi an increase in the attendance and in the
number of schools and pupils, as well as in tho number of teachers of the
higher grades. While Ixnere is much eause of encouragement, in many matters
connected with our schools, there are many hindrances which compe) us to
admit, that advancement is gained only dt the snails pace; and our sck ls are
not reaching that high standpoint, once fondly hoped for, so rapidly a rould
be desired.  Every candid teacher admits, that the strictures and unfa )rable
criticisms, made upon some of the schools, are due to the indiscrimina.» em-
ployment of untrained and inexperienced teachers. It is not at all a matter of
wonder that under the present system of selecting teachers, many a school is
simply kept, not taught ; and it ought not tobe a matter of surprise, that the
peaple arc becoming painfully aware of this, aud are awakening to the fact, that
there is an errgneous waste of time, energy and money, and that the results
are not atigll commensurate with the labor and treasure bustowed upon our
School gda not undervalue the fact, that so many of our teachers have at-
tended the Training School, and appreciato the advantages gained thereat. I
believe the erection of the New Normal School Building, at such an expense
to the Country, will prove a happy financial operation, provided all teach
hereafter are either required to receive theirtraining, or demonstrate in such an
Ilnntitug)n their ability to teach, before being allowed to take charge of s
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School ; and I am of opinion unless this course be adopted. our expectation to
see our schools rise much above their present standing, will be disappointed
The question i« often started, in my own mind, why a Normal Schiool was ever
established in Nova Scotia, if professional is not quisite—is not & ity ¢
Teaching is an art to be learned by apprenticeship, like any other art, and a
special training for the business of teaching, is as indispensable as for any other
pursuit or profession ; and tho time is not very distant when intelligent parents
would thint it no'less absurd to place their children in charge of a teacher who
had not been trained in the principles and methods of instruction, than to em-
Eloy 8 surgion who had never made himself acquainted with the science of®™
juman anatomy. Every man's reflection and exj)erionce will satisfy him that
the teacher’s duty is important, complicated and arduous. It is not a’ mere
piece of job work, to which any broken down man can turn his hand, but a
rofession, or calling, which requires knowledge, judgment and experience.
he natural conclusion to whicll;mli have come in this matter, is, our system of
licensing teachers needs to be very much modified. It has frequently occur-
rep to me, that the examination should be partly oral and partly written, and
more time should be given to it than at preeZnt ; and in no case should a can-
didate receive license who had not demonstrated, by sctual practice, in pres-
ence of the professors of the Training School, his ability to teach with good
effect. I am ot the opinion that the license should express the ability to teach
as well as the knowledge of the teachers, and the law should provide that all
teachers of the same qualification shall receive the' same remuneration for the
first year's service ; and an annual advance for excellence manifested in teach-
ing aud school management. There are in this Connty two teachers to each
school; many of these, baving made preparation at little expense, in the
schools in their own ‘Sections, will keep school for a very small sum in addi-

‘tion {o the Government Allowance. is is effectually driving a large number
By § 4 ] i

of' our best teachers from the professi y g the req of
teachers, those who do not intend to make teaching a business, will drop frem
the ranks ; and by increasing their pay, and establishing a scale of salaries by
law, the best talent may be retained in the work.

Table V. shows the highest and lowest salaries paid to the teachers per term,
and the average rate for both the Winter and Summer Term of the past year
in Kings County : .

" Tasix V.

Maximunm,

Grade. B, C.

8287 50 | 8175 00
6000 45 00

34750 | " 220 00




KINGS co&'n'.

Grade, : B. C.

From Section .......... s $75 00 $40 00
Govt. Grant............ 60 00 45 00

Total. i iv coviven 1385 00 85 00

Average Salary for Winter Term.

From Section. .....e...| 8171 00 $76 00 | $54 00
Govt. Grant.....cceoreene 60 00 45 00 80 00

Total:.coorueeiis 231 00 121 00 84 00

verage Salary for Summer Term.

From Bection,...... .....| 8171 00 891 00 |~ 867 00 835 00
Govt. Grant,... ........ 60 00 45 00 30 00 22 50

Tomlioi .o o 231 00 186 00 97 00 67 80 °

I cannot admit that we look for improvement on the part of the teacher
only. It would require an advance of 25 per cent. upon the present supply of
books and apparatus, to put our schools in a position to take full advantage of
the labors of good teachers ; and I would suggest that no Section, except those
classed as ** Poor Sections,” which will not vote a minimum sum for the su
Eort of schools, and comply with the-Regulations (1 & 2) of the Council of

ublic Instruction, with relgrem:e to Books, &e., be allawed a full participation
in the distribution of Provincial Grrants. .

I would not for a moment overlook the pleasing fact, that' we have somo :
teachers in this County who understand the true end and aim of' education,
and expend all their efforts to get their pupils to gain knowledge for them-
selves. Their course stimulates the pupll'; efforts, strengthens his powers,
quickens his interest in the subject, and makes him take pleasure in learning
it, teaches him how to learn other subjects, leads him to the formation of
habits of thinking for himself, and in short, promotes the true object of edu-
cation. I have very little sympathy with mere text-book teaching. My con-
viction, formed after much “observation, being that it must, in the end, retard
progress, and work an injury alike to pupils and teachers.

Bonus.~—It could but be expected that teachers, whose service entitled them
to the Bonus, anfl those who were making preparation and looking forward to
it, should be disappointed on learning that it is withdrawn. I believe it has
been the means of retaining teachers at the work longer than they otherwise
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would have taught, and think its continuance, as a recognition of merit, as
well as service, would be for the interests of education. =

School-Houses.—The school-houses at Lake George and W. Hall’s Harbor,
were destroyed by fire last Winter. The former, being a * Poor Section,” re-
ceived n small grant from the County School Fuuds, which, added to the sums
subseribed b{‘ friends in different parts of the County, and in the Section, has
enabled the Trustees to erect a good house, aftording accominodation to all the
children in the Section. The latter has made no provision for re-building.

Randville and Horton Landing have completed the houses spoken of in my
last report ; and Aylesford Mt. Section has a house in the course of erection.
Welsford, N. Scott’s Bay, and Mountain Home Secti have repaired their
school-houses, adding much to their comfort.- Greenwich, New Minas, Lower
Horton and Lower Glaspereaux have voted money for building.

Tewt Books.—There are now on some subjects so many authorized text
books, that there is danger of the uniformity being destroyed. I think it very
necessary not to use more than one text-book upon the same subject, in the
same school, This is especially desirable in the matter ot Readers ; and I feel
it would be an advantage to the achools, if the best were selected from the thres
series of Readers now prescribed, and the remaiyng two struck from the au-
thorized list, .

History of Nova Scotia—It has been the practice to give more prominence
to the History of Great Britain than to that of our own Country. This arose,
in part, from, want of a suitable text-book upon the eubject. Campbell's His-
tory being authorized, has been put on trial, and the testimony of. the teachera
in this County is, “ it does not meet our expectations.” I have examined,
carefully, Calkin's History of Nova Scotia (Revised Edition), and believe it
well adapted to vur wants, as the first text-book upon history children should
study. It is written in a pleasing style, is brief, and containe“all the import-
ant_facts found in many larger books.

' New Schools.—Pine Woods Section has been withont a school for several
years until last term. The inhabitants, composed of white and of colored peo-
ple, were not able to sustain two_schools, and could not agree to send to the”
same school. At the last May meeting, the Board of School Commissioners
set off the white inhabitants into the adjoining Sections ; and granted special
aid to the remainder, thus enabling them to sustain a small school. A colored
woman holding a Permissive License was engaged as teacher, and under her
instruction the children made dable progress in reading, spelling, writ-
in%m"‘ tic and oral geography.
hite Waters, a new Section, formed by dividing Lower Pereaux intd two

Sections, has had a school for the first time, during the past term.

In closing this report, I wish to testify to the prompt and courteous attention
I have always received from the Rev. A. 8. Hunt, late Superintendent of Edu-
cation, during our four year’s official intercourse, as well as to thé active and
untiring interest he has ever manifested in all measures relating to the educa-
tional interesty of this County; and tender my warmest thanks to my nuwer-
ous frionds throughout the County, whose. hospitality I have been invited to
accept.

1

I have the honor tobe, Siv,
Yours, obediently,

COLIN W, ROSCOE.
Davip Arwson, Esq, M. A, L L. D,
Superintendent of Education,
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INVERNESS COUNTY.

Joun Y. Gén, Inspector.

S1r,—

" The present condition of education in the County of Inverness, the
progress made durin§ the year just closed, and the prospects for the future,
are briefly delineated in the following pages..—

PRESENT CONDITION,

School Seotions.—The whole County is now sub-divided into 139 school sec-
tions—50 in the North and 89 in the South.

No new sections were formed at either the May or November Session of the
South. But at the May semi-annual meeting of the Northern Board, portions
of B. C. Intervale and Lock Bain were detached from these Sections and united
to form Chancilleraville Section, 87—a section not entered in the B. abstracts
—its rate-payers and property ts being embraced in the statistics of
sections 21 and 87.

In the Southern Districts no sections were placed on the special aid list, but
the following removals were made :—Cringwisk, (No. 4,) Glencoe, (No. 80,)
Dallas Brook, (No. 42,) Big Brook, (No. 48,) Gillis Cove, (No. 534,) River
Dennis Chapel, (No. 60,) Top Cape, (South, No. 67,) Top Cape, (North, No,
62,) and Skye Mount, (No. 65.) e

In the Northern District, the following were taken off :—Grantosh, (No. 1,)
Big Intervale, (No. 12,) and Big Brook, (No. 18) ; owing to the paucity of pu-

ils and rather straitened circumstarices of the rate-payers of Upper East Lake,

o. 25—the Commissioners were induced to have this section replaced on the

The following, ded list of secti itled to extra grants from the
Provineial and aounty Funds, will be of service to you in checking appropria-
tions to this County for the current school year.

South Inverness.—8, W. Bridge, No. 13; 8. W. Ridge, No. 14 ; Big Ridge,
No. 81; Indson, No. 81§ ; Ross Mill, No. 41; Bluis Mill, No. 46; Mill .
Brook, No. 60§ ; Bluis Cove, No. 58 ; Boom, No. 54; New Creywish, No.
56 ; Lake Hortan, No, 564 ; N. WS, Arm, No. 57; Rear Long Point, No, 58 ;
River Dennis Road, No. 59 ; Scotch Hill, No. 64; Big Harbour, No. 66;
Seal Cove, No. 68 ; McKuyris’ Brook, No, 70 ; and Duff’s, No. 73—19 in all.

North Inverness.—Pleasant Bay, No. 1} ; Cape Rouge, No. 3 ; Jacos, No. 8;

« N. E. Egypts, No. 16; Lake O'law, No. 17 ; B. Settlements, No. 19; Up
Edst Luke, No. 35; Lewis Mount, No. 27; Cody Settlement, No. 80 ; B,
- Ponds, No. 83 ; Rear Loch Baih, No. 88 ; Whycacomah Mount, No. 89; 8.W.
- * Egypt, No.40; Window Lords, No. 41 ;| Martin, No. 42; and Glenmore,
‘“No. 4§—16in all, Taking the whele county, there is a nett reducticn of
eleven sections—nine in the south and twv in the north,
+Sehool-houses,—Buildings. for" school purposes are provided throughout the
- length.and breadth of the County. 52 are finished lly and internally,
wnd 86 externally and only partidlly internally. :
* During the year nearly thres thousand dolars have been-expended in provid-
ing incrensed accommodation. o it i
A new school-house has beei lately erected at Cape Rouge, another, a clear
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credit not only to tHe section in which it is sltunted but to the whole county,’
At Enstern Harbour, two departments, each finished and furnished up to the
times, together with a dious hall and portico.

From Mnrgnree Harbour to Cape Rouge, a distance of over twenty-five miles,
all the sch ten in ber—are built in the same style—12 feet
walls, 5 to 6 windows on each side, 5 to 6 panes high and 2 wide,—in every
case clegantly furnished externally, and the most of them internally, and fur-
nished too with all the ordinary school room appendages—books, French and
Euahsh maps, black-boards, cluoks, &ec. All honour to the hardy toilers of the

The school-house at Broad Cove Marsh has been enlnrged’*i/y the, agddition
of another compartment and wing. The building in its present form reflects
much eredit upon the whole settlement.

The rate-payers of Chancillersville have al éume'to the fro'nt. with a neat
and tasty structure.

The Trustees of Red Bridge, River Inhnbltnnts. have dlspluvad much energy
and publh, spirit i in erecting and artm]ly finishing a buxla]mg superior, in many
resp to the 1-h nte{J d by fire in that section.

The new style of architecture, so called has been adopted in this, as in
every other school building erected within the last few years in the County.

Five new school-houses are now in course of erection in the County, and at
the last- annual meeting the sum of Two Thousand Two Hundred Dollars was
voted for building purposes.

From the abstract of B. returns, by the way, a very unreliable source of in-
formation, it appears that about $36000 have “been expended in this county
since 1864, in achool buildings alone, the present value of which is put down
at 833000. In this is included an appr tion of the p t value
of Furniture and Apparatus. The supply in this respect may be sufficient, or
nearly 80, in quantity, but in many sections all ideds of llt seom to he
ignoréd. Buperannuated stoves and pipes, rickety seate an ku, blackboards
which are not black, and maps tattered and torn, may all count in tables of
statistics, and still be “ marvellously insufficient” to fulfill the objects for which
they were originally intended. Booner or later, legislation must step in to
remedy this evil. If Trustees’ drafts on the county funds were to depend upon
the condition und supply of school buildings, furniture, app , books, &c.,
there would then be a mighty movenient among the dry-bones ; trustees and
rate-payers, now notorious' for - Inxity, would strain every nerve to qualify
themeelves for the largest, possible receipts from the public funds.

8365 square feet black surface, 839 wnll maps, 14 terrestnal globes, and a
number of clocks, hand-bells and di for the t ' desks are
reported, and valued at $1998.

During the year 40 orders for school books were forwarded by Trustees, in-
volving an outlay inclusive of freight and other charges of $328. In 40%sec-
tions the school books are kept as public property. Inall the others the books
used are private property. In some sections the supply is well kept up. Gen-
erally the schools iti which the books are kept as public rropertv are well sup-
plied. Wehen the books are the mdmdual propertv of the pupils the supfly is
rarely te with the'd ber of schools the multipli-
oity of Texv Books in English Reading ulturllly retards classification. Would
,it ‘not be a'step in the right direction for the' Council of Public Instruction
“to sanction either the “ Royal” or the * Maritime Provinces” series, and no
other—one would do as well as the other, there being no material difference
between them. Either is incomparably superior to any ‘ather series for which
publio patroriage is claimed
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TEACHERS,

Du'ring the year the professional corps in active service embraced :—
46 Teachers of the First Class~—Males,

90« « Seoond ¢
w5 “ % Third « “w

AND

19 Teachers of the First Class—Females.
:‘l " “ Eu.oﬂd “ “*
31 .“" “ Third‘ “ “
* Being in all 211 males and 81 females. ‘In addition to these, 12 male and 9
female assistant teachers were employed. . |
By Terms,— ’

22 Firés Class—Males,
42 Second * 4
87 Third « A
10 First Class=~Females,
16 Second o
14 Third « g
were employed during the Winter Term, and
24 First Class—Males,
48 Second =
88 Third « it
9 First Class—Females,
15 Second « 7
17 Third * i
during the Summer Term.

With respect to profzssional status, as compared with previous terms, it afs
fords me pleasure to report progress, clear and unmistakable. We have a
steadily increasing minority of superior teachers, a very fair show of good ones.
4 large number \"n'_ving from “ very fair” to * fair,” and from fair to « poor”
and ** very poor.” 5

When allotments to teachers, from the Provincial Treasury, will be paid ac-
cording to a regular scale-of inspection results—new life and vigor will be in-
fused into the whole educational system. ;

Sthool Attendance.— During the Winter Term 4055 pupils were registered,
and 5484 names were entered during the Summer Term: = This is -a Iarge en-
rolment when it is remembered that there are but 5674 children between 5
ard 16 in the County, 6602 different children attended schools during some

ortion of the year—being something like 25 per centum of the present popu-
})ntion of the County. During the Winter Term 62 pupils younger than fve
and 636 over fifteen attended schools, and during the Summer Term “the
names of 165 pupils younger than five, and 265 over Jifteen wero enrolled. I
regret to find in almost every section that a number of the pupils who attend
and frequently do well during the Winter Term, drop off towards the close of
the Term, and are not again seen within the school house walls until the com-
mencement of the next Winter Term. When the attendance is irregular
meagre results invariably follow.

Ways and Means.—1It appears thete are 3284 rate-payors in the County—
representing property linble to assessmetit for schnol purpores valued at
$1438515.~ Balance on hand from the revious: yenr footing up the amount of
8260 ; sectionnl assessment, $102:30 ; ounty fand, $7024; money berrowed,
8132; and receipts from other sources, $1176— eonstitute a total aggregate of
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. $18562 in the hands of Trustees to meet a total expenditure of $18432. The
expenditure consisted of the following items :—debtis for previous years, $898 ;
teacher’s salaries, winter, $6387; summer, $5857; asst’s. salaries, $262; inter-
est, 813; land for school purposes, $185; repairs, $767; new buildings,
$2910; repairs to seats and desks, $244; school books, $297; fuel, $1852
insurance, $33 ; commission, 8285 ; and miscellaneous, $92. The present
sectional indebtedness is, $2282.

ProarEss,

Many schools fall below the desired standard, a state of things largely at-
tributed to the negligence of trustees and rate-payers. Rate-payers are fre-
quently culpable in not placing a sufficiency of money at the disfounl of the
trustees to enable these officers to engage competent teachers. Trustees are
in very many cases, to say the least, inattentive in the discharge of the duties
appertaining to their office. 'With these officials there is frequently a derelic-
tion of duty, (1) iu not officially visiting the schools entrusted to their clmrg?,
and (2) .in engaging teachers trom any other ideration than professional
skill and devotedness. In certain sections, I am told, teachers are sometimes
engaged not so much for professional capacity, as for their being so fortunate
88 to have blood relations members of the Board of Trustees.

When schpols are lifeless, trustees in their neglect to visit and stimulate—
are, in nine cases out of ten, more to be censured than teachers. When
trustees are intelligent and energetic in the performance of their duties, visit-
ing at regular intervals, and taking notes of progress or otherwise—the schools
under their supervision are invariably bives of industry and neatness.

The salient features in the way of progress during the year are, (1), an in-
crease in the number of school sections and additional facilities for school at-
tendance: (2); a larger number of teachers employed than during any previous
year ; and (8), a considerable advance in the attendance of pupils of both sexes
at school, with enlarged accommodation and additional appliances to assist in'
the communication of instruction and in the development of mind. .

By an amendwent to Chap. 82 of the Revised Statutes, the Academy Grant,
annually allowed to Inverness, agreeably to the schedule to Sec. 71, is to be
hereafter appropristed as an additional allowance to High Schools in the
County, The School Commissioners to whom the function ot selection is
delegated, have, at the semi-annual meetings of May and November, chosen
the Schools of Port Hood, Port Hawkesbury, Whycocomah and Eastern Har-
bour, as the select schools for the combined districts.

During the Summer term, the advanced department of the Port Hood School,
was under the Superintendence of Mr. Duncan Chisholm, a young gent]

o ediioabion aad iderable profossional experience.

The primary department was i1 charge of Mr. Alex. McDonald, a teacher of
the first class. ;

The advanced department of the Hawkesbury School, in charge of Mr. J. W.
MecLean, a teacher favourably known in various parts of the Province, was
very efficiently conducted,

The primary department hae been. for several years, tuught by Miss Rhoda
Embree, a young lady of ior professional attai te.

In the High School, in Whycocomnh!villnge, under the very efficient superin-
tendence of Mr. W, H. Magee, I was delighted to find the attendance }]):rge,
the evidence of progress on the part of the pupils marked, and the trustees
evincing the most laudable interest in the success of the school.

Miss Mary Magee taught in the junior department. She handled her classes
a8 only one specially trained to the work can. Every exercise evinced first-

g
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class ability and consummate tact. In all the branches peculiar to it, this de-
partment ranked fully ds high as the advanced.

The school-house at Eastern Harbour is one of ' the finest country buildings
of ths kind in the Province. ~ Al the surrounding sections contributed fifty
dollars each to aid the trustees of this thriving little village, in the erection of
8 structure of which the whole settlement is justly proud.

Mr. Daniel Collins-had charge of the English “department during the Sum-
mer term, ’ Mr. Collins, in addition t9 "eonsiderable college training, fias had
several yeats experience in teaching.: “Ho performed his duties to my entire
satjsfaction. 3 :

Mr. Evariste LoBane, an alumnus of Memramcook College, taught, and still
teaches, in the junior departments. 1In this department French is the ver-
nacular of the children, and instruction is given almost entirely«in that
language. ‘ .

As the knowledge of French is rapidly becoming an clement essentinl to a
liberal education, I can, with contidence, recommend the Eastern Harbour
school to parents desirous to initiate their boys and girls into a colloquial, and
to a certain extent, literary knowledge of the language of Fenelon and Voltaire.

A number of other schools of a high order could be enumerated, notably,
those of Port Hastings, (two depts.,) B. Cove Marsh, (two depts.,) Margaree
Yorks, and many others with good buildings and superior teachers.

With all the imperfections of many of our public schools, and their name is
legion, as to general results, I can honestly report progress. - {

That there are poor teachers and poor schools, I admit, and I 'am prepared
also to admit that there will be such, and until the final consummation of all
thingsy some teachers, [ am led to understand, while their articlés of agree-

-mapt aroe literally legal, at the same time have a private understanding with
the ‘bustees, that they will be satisfied with their allotments from the Provin-
cial an#\County Funds. As a natural result of such agreement, T am quite
satisfied, t! any teachers fail to attest to their Returns, although the names
of Justices of the Peace are invariably subscribed to these documents, In my
last Report, to remedy this evil, I suggested that teachers should be compelled
to attest to their Returns before, or in presence of, a School Commissioner—
an opinion which I still hold; difficult as it may be to devise measures in-
capable of circumvention,—a vigorous effort should be made to remedy an evil
which is universally admitted to exist, to some extent, at least.

ProspEcTs,

When an annual appropriation of nineteen thousand dollars from t| e Pro-
vincial and County Funds alone, is made for County Educational purposes,—
it is quite natural that the public shonld expect some material return for such
n large expenditure. I am happy therefore, to report a wide-spread, awakened
interest upon this subject. The day'is iot far distant when an enlightoned
public sentiment will discrimiuate in the choice of trustees; when trustees
will chose teachers from higher motives than selfish nepotism. When teachers
will be required to have, not the education requisite to run the gauntlet of the
prescribed syllabus, solely, but: also general intelligence and tact to excite the
mental powers to healthy activity,

I am delighted to find that at the recent Session of the Provincial Teachers’
Association, special promi was given to the desirability of establishing
Tenchers Institutes, As the Teachers of this County have, for the most part,
received no special training for the business of tesching, I know of no means
80 easily attainable and which would be productive of such general beneficinl
results, as the establis} of local Institutes, organized and d d as
nearly as practicable upon the plan of good common schools,

e
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- :

The summer vacation would suit admirably for general county organizations.
But to ensure efficicncy, some legislative provision should be enacted to secure
the attendance, at the regular Sessions of the Institutes, of all those teachers
who have not already received special professional preparation.

In this connection permit me to acknowledge my high regard for your lata
lamented predecessor—the Rey. Mr. Hunt,—a gentleman whom I always
found prompt and p 1 in all his busi lations with me, kindly in dis-
position, and friendly in his co-operation for the advancement of every
measure calculated to elevate the standard of education in the county. ’

Here, and now it becomes my melancholy duty to record the demise of two
esteemed .members of the Board of S¢hool Commissioners.

Rev. Allan McLean, P. P., with a mind cultured by

lly long

an pt

course of training inthe far famed halls of Valladolid, and subsequently, by
travel through the more historical localities of sunny Spain and other parts of
the Conti was always respected and est d by every ber of the
Board of Commissioners, for the maturity of his judgment and the broadness
_of his views in dealing with educational questions.

Of all the School Commissioners, Hugh McMillan, Esq., was perhaps the

. { ity

most punctual in his atterd at the a) gs of the Northern
Board. Long aud varied experience as a Teacher and as a School Commis-
sioner, and abundant technical knowledge which he was always ready to utilize
in the examination of school returns nnsain testipg statistics—rendered hiwn a
most efficient member of the School Board,

In conclusion, I beg to express my most grateful acknowledgments to School
Commssioners, Teachers, Trustees and a goat of other kind friends whose
sympathy, co-operation and unflagging hospitality, I shall never forget.

ory respectfull
Vet JomN Y. GUNN,
Davip Aruisor, Esq., M. A,, LL. D,,
: Buperintendent of Education,

RICHMOND COUNTY.
R. Bexorr, Inspector.

Brn,~
T beg leave to submit, for your information, my Report of the state of
the Schools in the County of Richmond, for the: year ended Oct. 31st, 1877,
Before entering into details and figures, I-have the pleasure to remark that
" the condition of our schools is constantly, though slowly, improviug from year
to year, Education is being generally more and more fully appreciated by our
people, the law better understood, and more determined and earnest efforts
made to bring it under its legiti an plete operati n q
there is everywhere manifested a greater, stronger, and more sincere desire on
the part of rate-payers and trustees, to erect suitable and convenient school-
houses and provide them, at least, with.the 'y furniture and apparat
thereby procuring more comfortable acci dation for their children ; trustees
and people now, as a rule, endeavor to secure and, in fact, insist upon more
satisfactory and higher results from the school than heretofore; and they show
greater anxicty to procure the services of really competent teachers, and are
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not satisfied in many cases with less than such, nltlm'ugh they may, at times,

* have to put up with teachers of inforior grades and fuir ability, or of superior
grados aud mediocre eapacity. *These manifestations and exertions to raise
the standard of education in our midst, are cheerful ‘and encourpging for the
future gyoss of the schools in this County, where so much yet remains to be
don(ﬁb)r‘hnugh these leading features are well delincated and traceable, still
the cBndition of our schools generally is not what it ought to be. In Jjustice to
our people, it must be admitted here, however, that considering the very gen-
eral and serious financial embarrassment incident apon the almost total pros-
tration of trade and commerce for the last four-or five years, eutailing the
nearly complete ruin of our shipping interest, upon which our prosperity so
much depends, they have accomplishéd, perhaps with fow exceptions, as much
during this dull and trying period as could be r wsonably expected.  With the
return of prospierity, with the revival of the conl trade particularly—for as long
as that im&ush‘y will remain in its prosent state of depression, the peoplo of
Cupe Breton as a whole cannot be prosperous—we may look forward with most
sanguine hopes for the advancement of education i this part of the Province,
With the present disposition of the people towards the acquisition of know-
ledgg, if prosperity should once more bless the land, it is conclusively evident
that we would eagerly seize the advantage it would give to secure the very
many and paramount benefits conferred by education.

Sections—One more section has been formed this year by the division of
L'Ardoise, No. 28, which has been named and numbered West L'Ardois , No.
67, making 67 Sections in all in the County. This division was an urgent de-
sideratim. I/Ardoise,” No. 28, was large in extent and populous, and, al-
though there were children of school ago enough for a graded school with three
departments, it was clear that, Jjudging from the past disposition of the rate
payers, the required accommodations would not have been provided for some-
time to come, contented as they were with a building barely sufficient to seat
60 pupils, when there were nearly 150 in the Section. Now, I anticipate the
best results will follow from the division when the western Section gets in full
operation—a largerjand more regular attendance, and more satistactory and
steady progress. \

There were 13 Sections having no school during the Winter Term, 9 in the
Summer, and 6 during the year, Of these, Lochside, No. 7; Grand Grave,
No. 62; Fourche, No. 83, and Beard Island, No. 64, have no school-houses,
Lochside has had no school for the last two years. The trustees previous to
that time had all along the use of a school-house erected a good many yearsago
by a private gentleman, the heirs of whom are not disposed now to give the
use of their building any longer to the Section, and the rate-payers being fow
in number, and not wealt hy, have refused to tax themselves to build one of their
own. Grand Grave commenced the erection of a building a few years ago, but
before it was completed it was destroyed by fire, and no attempt has been made
to rebuild since. The Tate-pavers—at least some of them-—have, however,
continued tb send their children to school to St, Peter’s Island, the adjoining
Section. Fourche has not yet seen it’s way clear to replace the building mali-
ciously burnedidown !+ October twelve month ; and Bear Island has been un-
able to finish the school-house commenced in 1876, on account of the almost
complete failure of the boat fishery around that shors, upon which all the rate-
payers depend for a livelihood,

School-houses.—Sonth Mountain, Cape LaRonde, and Black River have
erected very suitable buildings during the year, and sufficiently pushed the
work towards completion te have school in them—the two first deserving
apecial mention for their solidity of construction, size and neatness, Petit De-
Grat has thoroughly renewed and somewhat enlarged the old school-house, so
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much so that is may be gglled a new building. It is now much more suitable
and commodious. %

Schools,—There were sthobly. in“operation in 53 Sections during the Winter
Term, having 62 departments;#infwhich were registered 2668 pupils, who made
o grand total days’ attendance of 166816. In the Summer we had schools in
57 Sections with 66 departments, which were frequented by 2917 scholars,
making a total attendjuce of 166437 days. Comparing the foregoing figures
with those of the previous year we have a very satisfuctory increase.

Pupils
registered.
Grand total
days’ attend-
Average for
time in Ses-
population at

Winter Term........| 62 1483.56
Summer Term { 1591.34

=~ ~ | Proportion of

Total for the year. . ; 832753 | 8074.90
“ 1876 0 802200 | 2773.28

Incrense. . .... 64 30558 301.62 2.59

Teachers.—The number, grade and sex of teachers employed during the year
are as per subjoined table, ﬂT”d also placed in comparison with totals for 1876 :

Grade.

o

Assistants.
N

=}

Winter Term
Summer Term......

o=

Total for year. . ..
s BTG

S -

Increase....... 5
Decrease g L & 3

The minority of our teachers did indifferent work, the mercenary and the in-
competent ; the majority of them were faithful and laborious, and many were
an honor to the profession.

Everybody who is at all acquainted with school work is eonvinced that
“ the teacher makes the school.” * It is, therefors, to'be regreted, I think, that
the Legislature should have judged it proper and necessary to do away with
the Bonus paid to teachers of grade B. This amendment has created quite a
general dissatisfaction among our teachers, and I will be candid enough to ad-
mit that 1 sympathize with them, both for their sake and the efficiency of the
schools. The Bonus, though small, was some encouragement to teachers of
grade B to remain in the profession and a great inducement to those of inferior
grades, particularly of grade C, to study to qualify themselves for grade B.
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But this incentive, little as it was, has been cut off, Without wishing to be
disrespectful to the bled wisdom of the Country, I cannot help considering
this change a biy mistake. The legislators have urged, I believe, as a reason for
the change, the need of retrenchment on the edueational grant brought about
by the altered financial condition of the Province : very goud. But, why not
retrench where it might have been done without dealing an indirect but very
injurious blow to the efficiency of our schools ? A saving of severa] thousand
dollars, without mentioning other things, could have been effected b rearrang-
ing the inspectorial districts and having only nine or ten, instead of eighteen
Inspectors. This is a change, too, that has been advocated for some years, the
advisability of which must be admitted on several and higher grounds than the
economizing of some thousands of'tlollars, the authority for the carrying out of
which was, some Years ago, vested in the C. P. Instruction—the Governmen,
The Government, I have no doubt, will see the necessity of making this im-
portant change very soon,

Tewtt Books.—1 have had the pleasure of examining the Royel and Maritime
series of Readers, and must pronounce both excellent—a very decided improve-
ment indeed on the N. . Serips. Although both are, ‘in most respects,
equally worthy of a place in our list of text books, and of being introduced in
our schools, I have to give my preference to the Maritime series, for two rea-
sons; (L.) their cheapness, placing them within easier reach of the poor ; (2.)
the very valuable features of treating of subjects connected with our history
and geography and containing extracts from some of our own writers. These,
in my opinion, enhance the merit of the series to an extent that, other things
being equal, entitle them to a universal use in the schools of the Maritime
Provinces.

Before concluding, it becomes my puinful duty to have to record the death
of one of our most zealous and assiduous Coinmissioners of Schools for this
County, the Rev. James Ross, of Grand: River, Presbyterian Minister, which
occurred in the early part of the past summer. The rogularity with which he
attended the semi-annual meetings, although living abont 40 miles from
Arichat, where the meetings are held, and the deep attention he gave to the
various matters with which the Board have to deal, proved the great interest-
he took in education in general, and in its advancoment in this County in par-
ticular.  Grand River and surrounding sections, espacially have lost in him, a
friend who was ever keenly watehful of their educational interests, and who
will not be easily replaced.

In view of the above demise and the serious loss this Province has lately
sustained by the death of the Rev. A. 8. Hunt, our late worthy Superintendent
of Education, the Board unanipously passed, at their last meoting, the follow-
ing resolu‘ions :—¢ That thiy Board record its high sense of the loss this Pro-
vince and Education have sustained by the death of the Ruv. A. S. Hunt, late
Superintendent of Education ; and also its sense of the loss this Board and
County have suffered by the demise of the Rev. James Ross, of Grand River,
for many years one of its most acti ‘¢ members.”

In summing up, I may justly say that 1877 has been a year of fair educa-
tional prosperity in the Pablic Schools of Richmond County,

Respectfully.

R. BENOIT.

Davip Arumon, Esq., L.L. D,
Superintendent of Education,
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YARMOUTH COUNTY.
G. J. Farisu, Inspector.

Sir,—

It becomes my. pleasant duty at the close of the year to render you, for
the first time in your official capacity, a Report of the present eondition of the
Schools of the County of Yarmouth, their progress and their prospe.ts. :

For the tune that has passed since the commencement of the present Act,
there has been, with the exception of the past year, n steady, and in most cases,
a rapid advance in all matters relating to the Educational interests of the
County. During the last year we have, in some cases, barely held our own
ground, owing mainly to the excessive stringency of the times, which operates
in retarding education as well as the leading industries of the County. When
no ships are built and no remunerative freights are to be obtained, our people
are compelled to eurtail their school expenses as well as those of their houses,

That there has however been progress in some particulars may be seen by
comparing the Abstracts of 1876 with those of 1877. In them we find as
follows :—

1876
Number of Teachers and Assistants, |Winter.. .. 79 81
4 i it Summe 82 84
Number of Pupils registered, Winter...,.| 3827 4280
L i Summer.. . . 3374 \4007 3
Totul days’ attendance, Winter..... .| 265932 | 286687 | 21755
4 L Summer... .| 239884 | 267393 | 27509
Square feet of black-board, Whole year. 15022 } 16278 | 1215
Number of Wall maps, L] 270 308 38
% (lobes, “ 40 47 7
&\ “  Dictionaries, A¢ 36 41 5
“  Qlocks, “ 63 65 2
Salaries of Teachers, L] $19217 | $21138 | $1921
Our Resources were.................. i $37488
% Expenditure was. . .. .. 31152
¢ Indebtedness is., 5 4247
“ Value of School property is................ 90840

So that financially, we are in a very satisfactory position to commence an-
other year; and can in most respects compare favourably with any other
County in the Provinee.

But we Lave further gains'not so well expressed by figures, The teachers
are of a superior class, decidedly improving each year in their ability and in
their work. They alsc teach a longer time than formerly ; for it is a rare th;ng
that a school is closed before the expiration of the term, or within a few day” of
it, except from sickness or some other unavoidable cause. A whole term is
the ritle, less than that the exception, The school-houses too have in many
cases been repaired and refurnished.

b

Y
w!
Si2
en
th
ne

* be

tei
ne
sh.
ou

D




YARMOY

TH COUNTY,

69

We have at present an ample sup)

ly of teachers for our wants; and are not
1ok

now, as formerly d pend, upon ou
m favor of the majority of them. T
other profession, a few who should n
sheir sphere, and whom I should be

r neig s, And I cannot say too much
ere are, to be sure, in this as in every
ot be on the list, who are sadly out of
glad‘to see

ing for one more suitable to their abi
at once, and others
These generally work for low wages|
atones for a multitude of defects.
Some Inspectors recommend that
not ready for that yet in this County|
in a morc adfanced position. We hi
mamely, those few who are working

a Permissive License'for more than
themselves und surithit to the annual
up into grade B, let them step out an
class of teachers than D seews to be 4
the poor, distant and scattered settlon

rate, by whatever name it may be desi
tinction between male and female teac

and some male teachers could not get
In my visits I find a decided impr
Arithmetic and Writing, “d-httribute
of Payson, Dunton and Scribner's ¢
There are 68 Sections in the Cou
these, 65 have had the benefit of
- of the past school year. Of t]
house and openad it with an effic
same, while the third (colored)
be moved out of their lethar
During the last year T have ir
twice, aud in some case
each, Thus, I ¢
most distant sect
opposite. ,

a pul
hree
ent te

15pect:
s oftener ; an(d
innot accomplish mor
ions are 82 miles fron

variety of Reading Books, has been ¢ 1w
whelmed by the rush of new matter
select.  Nor is it easv to obtain fr
each, some preferring the M
they are both good there ean be no di
need not yet be entively discarded, for
* best of which I find appropriated by th

om t
aritime

ted every subject usually brought fory
needless to travel over the same grour
short statement to a close, with the hoy
our educational affairs will in the futur

. L am, Sir, Your mo:

Vil

Davip Aruisow, Esq., M A, LL.D.
Superintenent of Educat

of the same clﬂﬂs are

recommend that no teacher be allowad, under

with the grade E, or something equivaleut,

level aceording to their eapabilities. Oup

opies in the place of
nty, and it is gratifiying to state that out of

The standing complaint of the teachers for

In the twelve Reports that have prece

abandoning their present call-
lities'; but we cannot get rid of them all ¢
constantly intruding themselves.
and in the eyes of spme trustees, this

drade E should be abolished,
nor is it probable that
ve a grade below E to be
under

We are
many others are
disposed of first,
Permissive Licenses, I would
any circumstances to teach under
ne vear. Give them that time to prepare
examination, andif they cannot then step
d give place to those who can. A lower
ubsolutely necessary for supplying some of
nents ; therefore we cannot yet dispense
s something below grade D at any
ited. T think there should be no dis-
they should all stand upon the same
female teachers are taking grade D,

higher than B.

rovement in school-wool,

it in the latter case to the
taples',

ong
g

her

especially in
introduction

lic free school during one term, at least,
remaining, ne has just finished a new
acher, thesecond is talking of d sing. the

13 in o hopeless dogged condition and eould not
gy by the lever of Archimedes,

ed nearly every school in the County
I gonerally spend from 2 to 8 hours in
@ than two visitations in a day. My
v home in one direction and 28 in the
50 many years, the want of a
(‘,l)‘/ away ; l”llI trll("" are now so ()Ver—l
that they are at a loss from which to
hem'a decided opinion of the merits of
eries, some the Royal Readers. That
ubt, but the old Nova Scotia Readers
they contain many excellent pioces, the
ese new aspirants for popular favour.
ded this, 1 have so thoroughly exhaus-
ard in such documents, that it seems
id again, I will therefore bring this
e that under your energetic supervision,
e be most successfully promoted.
st Obedient Servant,

G, J. FARISH.

ion,




