AN e AU o Ll

PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

TENTH PROVINCIAL

Shool Ganugntion,

- Subbath

BEING THE EIGHT ANNUAL MEETING OF THE

| SABBATH SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

HELD IN
CITY OF TORONTO, ONTARIO,

ON THE

o
21st, 22nd, and 23rd of OCT., 1873.

SN SRR

WILLING & WILLIAMSON
1 @Nqﬁsg.; BASH, TORONTO.

Lo DDy & BURNS, (PRIN TERS:







CABINET ORGANS.

New Styles of Organs Manut:actured during
p the past year by the

Masoxw & HaurIx Co.o . BOSTONs

AND

6Eo. A. PRINCE & C0.p BUFFALO,

@ . g

STYLE P.—By the Masox & Hamuiy Organ Co.—FIVE-OCTAVE DOUBLE-
REED . ORGAN. With KNEE STOP, with two sets of Vibrators th!\mghout;
one of four fect piteh; one of eight feot; Automatio Swell, Self-Adjusting
Reed Valves, Imgrnvml Bellows, Reed B“rds, Reeds, ete.; case of solid
black walnut, plain. Price, $110.

STYLE Q.—By the Mason & Hauuiy Organ Co.--F1IVE OCTAVE, DOUBLE-
REED ORGAN. In UPRIGHT, RESONANT CASE. With K‘NEE—STOP.
With two sets of Vibrators throughout; one of four feet pitch, one of eight
feet; Automatic Swell, Self-Adjusting Reed Valves, Improved Bellows,
Reeds, Reed Boards, ete. UPRIGHT CASE of solid black walnut, with pro-
jecting key-board and side chambers; with grooved panels, rounded antes,
ete. Price, $125.

STYLE T.--By the Mason & HawLIN Organ Co.--FIVE OCTAVE DOUBLE-
REED, IN UPRIGHT RESONANT CASE, WITHTIVE STOPS. (1. Viola.
2. Diapason. 3. Melodia. 4. Flute. 5. Vox Humana), with two sets of
Vibrators throughout ; one of four feet pitch, one of eight feet. Having
improved VOX HUMANA4, AUTOMATIC SWELL, SELF-ADJUSTING
REED-VALVES, Improved Bollows, Reeds, Reed Boards, etec. UPRIGHT
CASI, with carved ornaments, of solid black walnut, with projecting Key-
Board and side chambers, rounded antes, etc. Price, $130.

STYLE 75.--By Gro. A. Prince & Co. FIVE OCTAVE, DOUBLE-REED IN
UPRIGIIT RESONANT CASE, with KNEE SWELL and EIGHT STOPS.
(1. Principal Bass. 2. Diapason Bass. 3. Principal Treble. 4. Diapason
Treble. 5. Hantboy., 6. Celeste. 7. Divided Swell. 8. Tremolo.

This is PRINCE's latest style, and judging by thp favourablo
commonts of the prot’cssinnnl men who have tried it, will be on of the most
popular Organs made. Price, $180. »

STYLE S.--By the Masox & Hawwiy Organ Co. FIVE OCTAVE, THREE SETS
REEDS IN UPRIGHT RESONANT CASE, with SUB-BASE and OCTAVE-
COUPLER. NINE STOPS. (1. Viola. 2. Diapason. 3. Melodia. 4.
Flute. 5. Manual Base. 6. OCthveCull}\lor. 7. Tremulant. 8. Full Organ.
9. Combination Swell. Thelast two are finee-stops). With two sets Vibrators
throughout, one of four feet pitch, one of oight feet ; and one set containing
one octave of Sub-base connocted with the Manual and Octava Coupler, Knee-
swoll and Tremulant; Self-adjusting Reed Valves; Improved Bellows;
Upright Resonant Case. Paneled Front, Carved Mouldings and Ornaments
of Solid Black Walnut, Carved Antes, ete. Price, $190.

The two last styles are particularly adapted to Churches, Lecture Rooms,
Sunday Schools, Lodges, and all places where great power and brilliancy are
required.

- Tllustrated Catalogues and Price Lists furnished on application to the
General Agents for the Dominion. /

A. & S. NORDHEIMER,

15 KING STREET EAST, TORONTO.
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[NTRODUCTION.

‘ . PRAYER, the BIBLE, add renewed CONSECRATION, were
the grahd’ themes of the Convention fately held in Toronto.

alt.
wdon. PrRAVER—The Convention immediately followed THE

By DAVS OF PRAVER suggested by the)London Sunday School
Union, for Sabbath Schools, and which were so generally ob-
served not only in Britain but on this Continent. PRAVER

. was the key note in the brief address of the Vice-President,
on whom it fell to occupy the Chair at the opening session.
PRAYER was spoken of in the Annual Report as thg great
encouragement on the assembling of the Convention, and
certainly at no previous similar assembly have we listened to
more fervent, devout prayer, finding an echo in the many

hearts.

|
| ¢

| « THE BIBLE as a book ” was presented as THE' BOOK—
!

the word of God—tried, yet standing every test—one, in its
ble Counsellor—the Lamp

Port Perry
own divine harmony—the infalli

1
of life.
CONSECRATION——Entire

the oft repeated theme, commended by forcible appeals to
«What we want is not so much

and renewed consecration was

to
to. the conscience and heart.

Fonto: . greater facilities in the way of machinery, which are all
valuable, but gntire consecration to Christ.” “ Renewed
n to Christ on the: part of the Teachers in this

).
L, B. D, Do.

wnville. consecratio

t Hope. ] Convention would revolutionize the Sunday Schools through-

— : out the Dominion.” Such were some of the utterances
listened to.

Dttawa.
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Both the business and evening Sessions were numerously
attended. Capacious as is the Metropolitan Church, it was
insufficient to reccive the crowds that flocked to it on the
last two cvenings. With rare exception, the utmost harmony
prevailed. A speaker from New York said : “ Ten days ago
I had the privilege of attending the mectings of the Evan-
gelical Alliance, but I may say that they did not more pro-
foundly impress me than this vast assembly of Christian men
and women. 1 have been much impressed with the unity
and harmony that has prevailed in this wonderful gathering.
T am happy to have noticed the deep religious tone and spirit
that has everywhere pervaded it.”

A brother from France said : “Ishall never forget the
influence of this night ;" and again, another spake thus: * 1
believe the Alliance of this night will send influences through-
out this whole Dominion that will result in the salvation of
hundreds of children.” Such was the testimony of visitors
from other countrics. To Canadians it was a feast of fat
things, Tt is good to be here " was the experience.

We were greatly honoured and helped by the presence
of John Ashworth, of Rochdale, England, the Rev. Emile
Cook, and Rev. N. Weiss, of Paris (France), by Rev. A.
D. Vail, of New York, Rev. W. F. Crafts, of Haverhill Mass,
and Mr. Charles M. Morton, of the Brooklyn “Bethel
Mission.” But our good and beloved Canadian brethren (not
to distinguish any by name) instructed and edified us greatly.
It is only regretted that some who were appointed in the pro-
gramme were prevented from attending, and that others ¢x-
pected to speak, were not heard from the want of time.

The mental and spiritual feast was rich, yet all was not
perfect, that has not yet come. We give glory to God for
the much that was commended to us, and pray that anything
otherwise may be avoided in the future.
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It only remains for all who heard and for those who may
read the proceedings of this Convention to reduce to practice
the profitable instructions given, so that better than any
commendation of ours, may be the blessed fruit that shall
appear in a higher value and more devoted study of God’s
Word, more importunatc{ prayer, stronger faith, and entire.
consecration to Him who loved us and gave himself for us.

WILLIAM MILLARD.

General Secretary.

"
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REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

Tenth Provincial Sabbath Sehool Convention

FOR

ONTARIO AND QUEBEC.

s e —

FIRST DAY.—AFTERNOON SESSION.

Tue Tenth Provincial Sabbath School Convention for Ontario
and Quebec, opened in ‘ Shaftesbury Hall, in the City of Toronto, at
2.30 p.m., on Tuesday the 215t October, 1873.

Rev. F. H. Maruing, of Toronto, one of the Vice-Presidents,
in the absence of the President, the Very Rev. Dean Bond, L.L.D.,
Montreal, took the chair, ahd after explaining the unavoidable
absence of the President, opened the proceedings by giving out
hymn 404, “Songs of Devotion "'—

0 And are we yet alive,
And see cach other’s face?”
which was sung by the convention,—Philip Phillips, of New York,
conducting.
Rev. Jonn LEearovy then read a portion of the 4th chapter of
St John's gospel, and of 2 Cor. 6.; and Rev. J. M. King, MA,,
I'oronto, led in prayer.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE.

Tur CrarrMaN named the following gentlemen to act as a
Committee to nominate officers for the ensuing year :—Hon. John
MeMurrich, Mr. Jas. Hughes, Rev. J. A. R. Dickson, Mr. W. Craig,
j. . Mullan, Rev. James Gardener, Mr. Smith, and Rev. Joel

)
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LETTER FROM THE RETIRING PRESIDENT.

T GENERAL SECRETARY Tead the following letter from the
Very Rev. Dean Bond, the retiring President —

MonTREAL, Oct. 20, 1873.

To the Rev. W. MiLtarp, General Sccretary of the Sunday
school Association of Canada.

My Dear Sig,—1 have received your letter of the 14th Oct,,
in answer to mine informing you that I thought I could not attend
the coming Convention, and thank you for the kind expressions in
your letter.

1 am deeply sorry that I have still to say 1 cannot go.” The
duty by which I am prevented is a public one connected with
our church in this diocese, and in my view so imperative that I am
left no alternative.

I had anticipated hoth pleasure and profit from the discussions
and deliberations of the Convention, and judging from the past, I
feel sure that 1 should not have been disappointed.

There will be present with you many, 1o doubt, who will bear
testimony with me that the past year has been one of marked pro-
gress in Sunday School work, and that under God that progress has
been duc in no small measure to the benefit derived from the
Sunday School Convention. .

You, dear Mr. Secretary, whose zeal and activity I and others
know so well, will be able to give examples in proof of this progress
and its connection with thé Association, and thus you will encourage
the members in the coming Session.

And it is not possible that earnest men, loving Jesus, and
having in view the efficiency of Sunday Schools, could meet together
as we did, praying together, striving to edify one another, and keep-
ing always before our minds the great object for which we were
summoned, could separate without having had God’s especial bles-
sing resting on their work.

Men are beginning to feel, that love for Jesus, constraining them
to strive for the extension of His kingdom, brings them closer
together and breaks down the wall which oftentimes divides the
members of Christ one from another, and therefore, they seek to
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unite in such work as the Sunday School Association presents, when,
without sacrificing principle, they can by unity of spirit, serve one
another and glorify God. i

I pray that God by His Spirit may in all things direct and rule

{he hearts of the members of the Convention.
Yours Truly,
WM. BOND.

The Sceretary also read a letter from Rev. Canon Bancroft,
Montreal, regretting his inability to be present and expressing
His sympathy with the objects of the Convention.

Tir CHAIRMAN said that as their President was absent they
would be deprived of an address from him, which was the next item
on the programme ; and as he was unexpectedly called to the chair
he was not prepared with an address for the occasion. He would
however, throw out one remark. They were assembling to-day
in the shadow, as it were, of two great meetings of a similar
character—the Fvangelical Alliance meeting which had just
closed in New York, and the World's prayer-meeting for Sabbath
Schools, held not in any one place, but he might almost say in
every place. We ought to catch from those two meetings an
ingpiration that would carry us through with life and spirit during
the present Convention. Let the spirit of unity, that so remark-
ably characterized the Alliance meeting, also pervade our Assembly,
the sfrong firm link of essential gospel truth, and the same
rising \o the demands of the age in which we live, so that, as
men of hnderstanding, we may know what Israel ought to do. And
let there De enkindled in all our hearts also from this Sunday School
prayer meeting a deeper than ever concern for the salvation of the
young who are committed to our charge. I throw out these thoughts
simply that they may aid us in our prayers and praise, in which we

will now join.
Devotional exercises were then continued for a short time, after
which Rev. Wm. Millard, General Secretary, read the Annual

Report.
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GENERAL SECRETARY’S REPORT,.

It is with no ordinary encouragement that we report for
the Sabbath School Assgciation of Canada at this time.

The recommendation™of the London Sunday School Union (of
England) that the 1gth and 2oth ()f&is month should be specially
devoted to united prayer for Sunday Schools, and the ready acqui-
escence to this proposal, ‘ot only in other cotntries, but in Canada,,
rejoices our hearts.

The noon-day prayer-meeting inaugurated in Fulton street,
New York, and the Annual world’s prayer-mecting, suggested in
India, have brought down, we believe, abundant answers in blessing
__and now, borne up by the prayers of thousands of God’s children
in these Provinces, we assemble, the expectants of the fulfilment of
the promise “call upon Me and I will answer thee and shew thee
great and mighty things.”  May the spirit of gr;lcc/ﬁn(l supplication
rest upon this Convention.

We are further encouraged by the reports of Sunday School
progress in many lands.  Zn Sweden. more than 20,000 children are
now gathered every Lord’s day for religious instruction.  Z%e
Netherlands Sunday School Union has vigorously prosecuted its
important labours. The last report of the Swaday School Soctety of
Jrance tells of 913 Sunday Schools in that country. A Sunday
School Committee is now formed in Rome, which will watch over
Sunday School interests in Jtaly generally.  In Germany, meetings
have more than once been attended by princely families.  The
Emperor has subscribed one thousand thalers towards a large Hall,
which, among other purposcs, is to accommodate a Sunday School
of one thousand children and teachers. The work is now making
rapid strides ; Germany, now, has its 1,200 Sunday Schools, and up-
wards of cighty thousand scholars with 4,578 Teachers. In England
besides the diligent pmsc(tu\iun of Sunday School teaching, united
children's religious services have been established, and training
lasses for teachers and examination of teachers has become an
institution.

The Canada Sunday School Union has sent a deputation to this
Convention, which we expeetwill favourus with a report of the noble
work in its hands.

In Ontario, there has been an increase of Sunday Schools. — As
this Association has decided to ask statistics but once in three years,
we do not attempt to report numbers until next year.

We rejoice, and give thanks to God because of the increased
attention and care which is Deing shown to the Sunday School by
several branches of the Church. Denominational Conventions ; the
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appointment of Sunday School Committees ; thé careful examination
of books before their introduction into the School T.ibraries ; the
erection of bright and commodious School rooms; the “enjoining
of congregations to meet all the current expenscs of the Schools,
thus allowing the contributions of the children to be devoted to
Missionary and philanthropic objects, that they may be early taught
to give to the cause of Christ”—a much more general attention to
the preparation of lessons on the part of teachers, and the increased
cnlistment of church members intosthe service of the nursery.df the
Church ; for these we give thanks. Nor are we without t%]c best
fruit, rejoicing many hearts, that their labour is not in vain.
Special efforts have been made in some schools to bring the scholars
to Jesus.  Prayer meetings for the scholars and itk them have
been instituted and continued, agd many have sought and found the
Saviour. The County Sccretary for Kent reports, dozens of chil-
dren and young people have arisen to testify they would give them-
selves to Jesus, some of whom have united with the church.” In
someinstances the additions to the visible church have been chiefly
from the S. School.

Trwenty-three Conventions have been Jeld in Ontario, in which
thirty counties patticipated. Without specifying any, some of these
were largely attended, and many had to go away for want of room.
Many of the conventions were conducted with much spirit, the topics
were introduced ably and discussed freely ; while nearly all places
where the attendance was not numerous were, in the experience of
those who were present, good. All these conventions that could be
reached had the help of your Secretary.

Mr. George Harcourt, Rev. W. W. Smith, Rev. Edward Morrow,
Mr. D. W. Beadle, Mr. William Johnson, Rev. Dr. Bell, Hon. John
McMurrich, Mr. D. McLean, Rev. John Wood, Rev. John McKil-
lican, Mr. Charles Martin, Mr. J. M. Denton, Rev. A. Andrews, Mr.
J.R. Miller, and some others we may fail to mention here, attended
as deputations, and rendered valuable service at these Conventions.

Tozonship S. S. Meetiygs have been multiplied through the
efforts of County Associations. ¢

In June and July the General Secretary spent some time in the
Province of Quebec, and held Conventions in Richmond, Compton
and Sherbrooke. At these the Revs. J. Munro Gibson, Gavin Lang,
G. H. Wells, and Dr. Wilkes, Mr. S B. Scott, and the Rev. John
MecKillican attended as deputations from the Canada Sunday School
Union, infusing light and life by their hearty co-operation.  Your
General Secretary also visited the City of Quebec and Stanstead.
It was found impossible to effect anything at the latter place, but in
Quebec a mass meeting of the schools was assembled in the Wes-
leyan Church on Lord’s Day to be addressed, and on the following
day the t=achers and some of the ministers met in the Congrégational
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Church to hear an account of the Sabbath School Association work
in Ontario. This resulted in a resolution to hold a Convention for
the city at some future day when the business season of this busy
port would be over, and a committee was appointed to carry out the
resolution.

The Rev. Dr. Bell, while in the Lower Provinces, attended the
Third S. S. Convention held there. It was in Charlottetown, Prince
Edward Island, and on the 14th of August. The Doctor volunteered
to represent this Sabbath School Association.  In his excellent re-
port, he says, “the arrangements were peculiar and excellent, tend-
“ing to make the addresses definite, and to avoid rambling speak-
«ing. I presented our cordial greetings to the sister Association
« and fellow-workers in the Lower Provinces ; gave some account of
« the work in which we were engaged, and urged the pushing on of
« county and local organization.  The subject of Normal Classes
« for Teachers was taken up. It was recommended in all cases to
« watch for, watch over, and, in due time, remove into a normal class
«in the school itself those who give promise of teaching ability, and
« that in cities or large towns the help of eminent educators should
“ be sought for classes of a higher grade. The various sections of
« Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island appeared
“ o be represented, and the quality of the delegates seemed to be
“ of a superior order.”

Myr. William Fohnson, by request, attended as a deputation from
this Association tre First General Sabbath School Convention of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, lately held in Belleville.  Mr. Johnson
reports that there were “ about 250 ministers and delegates from all
“ parts of the three conferences of this denomination; that many
« yaluable suggestions were made, and important resolutions passed ;
« and that the Convention was materially aided by the Rev. William
« Barnett, the S. S. Agent of the Bay of Quinte Conference.” We
regret that we can only give brief extracts from these two full
reports.

In_obedience to a resolution of the Montreal Convention, and
during the visit of the Governor-General in Toronto, a deputation
consisting of the Rev. Septimus Jones, Messrs. Daniel McLean, C.
A. Morse, Warring Kennedy, James Gillespie, Charles S. Millard,
and the General Sccretary waited upon His xcellency and present-
ed an address of welcome and congratulation, and embodying the
character and work of the ¢ Sabbath School Association of Canada,”
to which Lord Dufferin very graciously and encouragingly replied.

% We mention also with pleasure the visit to Canada of Mr. Foun-
tain F. Hartleyand Mr. Charles Reed, M.P., of the * I.ondon Sunday
School Union.”  We regret that we heard and saw so little of these
noble and intelligent workers in the interest of the Sunday School.
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Already reference Las been made to the attention which is be-
ing given to the training and examination of teachers in England,
and which has for some time met with so much favour. This sub-
ject was introduced at the last Provincial S. S. Convention by the
Rev. Dr. McVicar.  Itis believed that similar examinations involv-
ing the necessary preparatioh for it are equally desirable here, and
that at least it is worthy of careful consideration and free discussion,
and that some time of the present Convention may be appropriated
{0 this subject.

The Treasurer’s Report will inform the Convention of the state
of the funds. ) )

Tor the efficient conduct of this Association we look to the
“Lord of the Harvest,” that wisdom may be vouchsafed to this Con-
vention.  May he be present in our midst, uniting all hearts in bro-
therly love, and pervading the Assembly with His peace.

Respectfully submitted,
WirLiaM MILLARD,
/ General Secretary.

On motion of Rev. J. B. Cook, of St. Catharines, the report
was received and referred to the Business Committee.

l\')g.li(,”l'l()'.\l OF OFFICERS.

Rev. Joel liriggs,&)m the nominating Committee, reported the
following nominations o %ﬂi(:crs for the current year :—

{ PRESIDENT:
DANIEL McLEAN, TorONTO.

VICE-PRESIPENTS. ¢
The ex-Presidents of the Sunday School Association of Canada and the
Presidents of all the County Associations,

TREASURER :
Hox. JOHN McMURRICH, Toronto.

GENERAL SECRETARY :
REV. W. MILLARD, Toroxto.
MINUTE SECRETARIES @
Rev. W. W. Smry, Pine Grove.
Rev. W. H. PooLk, Toronto.
Rev. James Thow, B A, Port Perry.
BUSINESS COMMITTEE @
J. Groraw Honains, L.L.D., Toronto. Rev. J, M. King, M. A, Toronto.
(. M. Gourp, M.D., Castleton. Rev, GEORGE Ricuarpsoy, Waterdown.
D. Buonax, Toronto. Rev. Jokn Briaas, Elora.
Isaro Fry, Bouth Cayugs. \ W -P. Lacgy, London.

Rsv. GrORGE BELL, LL.D., Clifton. Antuur Crowy, Kingston.
Rev.J. A. R. Dicksoy, Toronto.




REPORTS OF COUNTY SECRETARIES.

KENT.
Chatham, Oct. 19th, 1873.

Dear Frienp Miniarp,—As T am unable to be with you,
send you a short sketch of what we are doing in this Counity (Kent.)

About a year and a half ago I returned from Lawrence, Kansas,
from the heat “of the great revival with which the Lord blessed his
people in that section, determined to devoteas much time as possible
to the work of bringing the children to Jesus.

1st. All through the summer of ’72 there were two meetings
each wegk, held from 7 to 8 p.m., with this object in view, Ministers
and Sunday School teachers taking part in the meetings.

2nd. With this object, day schools have occasionally been
visited and the children addressed from blackboard and object
lessons.

3rd. Two revival Sunday School Mecetings were held in con.
nection with Union Sunday Schools for 10 or 12 nights in succession,

4th. December last the proprictors of our County papers kindly
gave permission to publish a weekly sketch of the International
Lesson for the following Sabbath, only to condense it into one side
foolscap, this they inserted for nothing, and it has been found to
increase the interest in this series of Lessons.

sth. Our annual County Con\'(‘nti(x}l, held June 2oth, was
almost a failure, owing to the illness of’the Secretary and many
Ministers away at their annual meetings. We had the acceptable
company of Mr. Denton, of T.ondon, representing the Provincial
Association, and a parcel of Convention reports kindly forwarded,
that have since been distributed throughout the County.

6th. About 150 Berean leaves are distributed monthly to
Country Schools, and teachers are, I believe, studying the Lessons as
they never did at any time before.

7th. A Missionary Commitee appointed at the June Convention
have since organized one UnionSchool and heldthree Township Con-
ferences or Institutes with crowded houses and much profit ; these
services were held on the Sabbath morning, afternoon and evening,
working in the Local usual Sabbath Services, held in the neigh-
bourhood, into the conference.

8th. As County Secretary I have made 16 visits to Sunday
Schools since the end of June, encouraging the teachers and
seeking to bring the Children directly to Jesus, generally using the
International lesson for the day, closing with blackboard or
object lesson.
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gth. Dozens of children and young people at these services
services have arisen to testify that they would give themselves to
Jesus, some of whom have united with the churches and some are
now for ever with the Lord.
Amen.
J. W. MARTIN, Secretary,
County of Kent.

Note— Our former Secretary, G. W. Verral, a successful Infant
class teacher in the Baptist Church Sunday School of this town, has
passed from viorks to rewards, much respected and deeply regretted
by all, his loss is felt in many departments of christian work here.

7. W. M.

LAMBTON.

Point Edward, Oct. 1oth, 1873.

DEar Sir,—Owing to the difficulty of getting Sabbath School
workers to report their Sabbath Schools, we have not yet succeeded
in getting full returns from all the Schools in the County. Twenty-
four have reported, and from the localities in which these are situated
it is evident that the christian public are fully alive to the import-
ance of this branch of christian work.  There is a Township Sunday
School Association in Bosanquet, and that Township has furnished a
full report of all the Sunday Schools within its limits. That report
shows that there is about one Sunday School for every two public
schools. I think that will apply to the whole County, so that nearly
every community has its Sunday School, discharging its duty with
more or less efficiency.

In the twenty-four Sunday Schools there are 192 teachers, 1896
scholars withanaverage attendanceof 1354, 5514 volumes of books in
the libraries, of which 1197 have been added during the past year, or
a little over 21 per cent,, and the amount of money raised for Sunday
School purposes is $887 o5. I'rom personal knowledge of some parts
of the county, I conclude our return shows about one half of the
Sunday School statistics of the County. Our County has a popula-
tion of about 24,000 protestants, and supposing 3,500 to represent
the number of children attending ‘Sabbath School, it will be seen that
there are about 4,500 children in the eounty not receiving religious
instruction in the Sabbath School, or more than the half. It is not
likely that these receive instruction from parents; for we invariably
find that pious parents send their children to Sunday School.  This
state of things in a country'called christian, in the nineteenth century
of an era called christian, is perfectly appalling, and I am afraid the
estimate will apply to the whole country. Such facts should rouse
christians from their apathy, and nerve them to greater efforts for the

rescue of our Canadian youth. &
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Our Annual Convention took place on the 2nd and 3rd inst., and
was pretty well attended and considerable interest manifested in the
proceedings.

We expect to set ma hinery at work during this year that will
secure a complete return and report from the whole County at your
next Convention.

Yours Truly,
JAMES B BROWN,
County Sect, Lambton, S. S. Association.
To Rev. W. MILLARD,
Gen. Sect., S. S, Association of Canada.

NORFOLK.

Mr. A. J. Donvey said they had held nine Sabbath School con
ventions in his County during his residence there. The last one
was held about three years ago, which was not very successful owing
to the failure of some gentlemen from the General Executive Com-
mittee, to attend.  On account of that disappointment they had not

succeeded in holding any Convention since.
PEEL.

Mr. J. W. BrvNON, M.A,, said he had the honour to wepresent
Peel, which he thought might fairly claim to be the banner County
in Ontario in the matter of Sabbath School Conventions. ‘They held
their Fifteenth Annual Convention in January last, in the Village of
Bolton, and, although the weather was very SEvere, it was a very
successful one, delegates coming from the farthest part of the coun-
ty. Every township in the County, except one— the smallest-—had
4 8. S. Association which held annual meetings. - One plan, perhaps,
worthy of mention was adopted in Brampton. The teachers of the
various Sabbath Schools met weckly in different churches in turn,
under the direction of the pastor of the church in which the meeting
happengd to be held.  They found that the utmost harmony
prevailed at these meetings, and that they werc productive of much
good.

PERTH.

Rev. A. Finpray said they had held annual conventions in his
county for a number of years. The next convention would be the
seventh. One great drawback in the past was the want of sufficient
knowledge as to the state of the schools throughout the County. At
the last Convention a step was taken to overcome this difficulty by
the appointment of & statistical committee, composed of a member
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{rom each municipality in the County, whose duty would be to gather
statistical information and report to the General Secretary. By the
next annual convention they hoped to be able to report more satis-
factorily in the way of statistics.

The session was then closed with prayer, led by Mr. D. McLean.

SECOND SESSION.

The evening session was held in the Metropolitah (Wesleyan)
Church.  Notwithstanding the very unfavorable state of the weather
and the streets, the large edifice was almost  filled.  The
President elect, Mr. Daniel Mclean, took the chair.  The hymn,
« All hail the power of Jesus' name,” was sung ; Rev. John Potts
read a portion of Scripture;; and the Rev. Samuel J. Hunter led in
pr:\ym‘.

PHE PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS. \
\

The President, who was received with cheers on mki\ng the
chair, briefly addressed the meeting. He said : My dear friends and
fellow-workers, I never felt such an overpowering sense of responsi-
bility resting upon me as 1 have done to-day. 1 feel that you have
committed to my hands great trusts, great responsibilities, and real-
ize now how uuerly insufficient I am for these things.  But T do feel,
and I do know, that I have the prayers and sympathy, and shall
have the hearty co-operation of my Drethren in all that relates to the
position I occupy here. My mind has been going back to six years
ago, when we had our Jast Convention in this city, when the Lord
poured out on our hearts so richly the spirit of His Grace. Those
of us who were present on that occasion went back to our work with
new life and power, and energy ; and it seemed to us that the Lord
came nearer to our hearts than He had, ever done before ; and when
we were singing ““ All hail the power 0 Jesus’ name,” the thought
came to my mind that it was Jesus that blessed us at that meeting,
and that he is  the same yesterday, to-day, and forever.” It is the
same loving Master who is in the midst of us tonight. It is the
same Holy Spirit that so wondrously refreshed our hearts then who
has come to us again to-night. et us pray for the outpouring of
the Spirit. T do believe that the Lord does hear and answer praycr,
and when we pray, let us do so, nothing doubting. I do not feel

like speaking, and yet my heart is full of the thought of this won-
drous work in which we are engaged.  When we have fainted by the
way and felt discouraged and disheartened in our work, and have
gone to the Master, He hastold us, and encouraged us by the thought,
“Ye are doing it for Me.” How He has comforted'us and made us
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to feel that the harvest time will come, and one day we shall with
rejoicing béar our sheaves with us.  God's word will never fail, and
the good seed of the word will always spring up. letus, then.
scatter it more widely, more faithfully, more believingly, more trust
ingly. When we engage in prayer and praise, shall we not all jom
in with heart and soul? Have we not all great cause for thankfu!
ness to God? 1 feel lifted up to-day, because I feel what a won
drous sympathy and love there is in Christian hearts.  Oh ! let us.
then, with one heart and one voice go right up to the Throne, not™
ing doubting.  Don’t be afraid to ask largely.  God gives largeiv,
and the reason why we have not, is,—and these are wondrous words,
“hecause ye ask not.”  Let us, then, to-night ask, nothing doubt

ing, and God will give to us in proportion to our faith.  (Cheers.)

Hymn, “ Rock of ages,” was sung, and Dr. Castle led in prayer

Rev. |. ALexanpex, Brantford, delivered the following addre:
on the above-named subject :

WHAT THE SUNDAY SCHOOL HAS DONL.

The theme assigned me for this evening, is a_ very wide and
comprehensive one to discuss within the limits of 15 or 20 minutes.
I can do little more than give you a hriel outline of results, with
which we are all more or less familiar, and in the Dlessings of which
we have all so largely shared.

The institution of Sunday Schools is generally traced to the be-
nevolent efforts of Robert Raikes, of Gloucester, Iingland, and the
date of their first formation given as 1781, 0r 92 years ago. As an
historic fact, however, this now wide-spread and marvellously devel-
oped idea dates much further back, indeed is almost coeval with the
birth of Christianity itself. This need not surprise. us, for both the
spirit and letter of the New Testament claim for children and youth
a special attention, and lay upon the church special obligations in
reference to this particular class ; while the instincts of a far-secing
Christian prudence must cver direct our efforts in the same direction,
and prompt us to forestall the cfforts of Satan and his agents, to se-
cure for Christ the young and rising generatio

In the first centuries of the Christian Church, the young, as
catechumens, were subjected to a series of instructions before being
admitted to, and as a preparation for, its ordinances. In the fourth
and following centuries, down to the eighth, instruction was given to
the young in connection with the churches, at first on the Lord’s day,
and subsequently on other days of the week. With the pro-
gress of superstition, and the deepening moral and spiritual darkness,
which reached its midnight hour in the century that preceded the
great Reformation, the special instruction of the young in Bible
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truth was lost sight of, because the Bible itself had become an un-
studied and sealed book ; and the whole services of religion were
designed rather to appeal to the imagination, than to enlighten the
mind, direct the conscience, and purify the soul through the truth.
But no sooner was the importance and necessity of an acquaintance
with Bible truth recognized, and the Bible itself unclasped and
opened to the study of eager millions, than Martin Luther made
special provision in the way of Sunday Schools, where those might
be taught to read the Bible, who were unable to attend the week-day
schools.
There are traces of subsequent efforts in the same direction,
both in the Church of Rome and in Protestant communities, but up
the time of Robert Raikes these efforts were local and occasional.
In the year 1781 this good man, whose efforts had been directed
deeply impressed with the deplorable
condition of numbers of children, who in the streets and lanes of
Gloucester, were growing up in ignorance, and being educated in
vice.  His idea, which he carried into practice, was to gather them
together on the Iord’s Day, and to give them elementary instruction
in secular learning, under the supervision of female teachers, who
received the small renumeration of onc shilling a day for their ser-
vices. ‘T'he experiment proved a great SUccess, and his plans and
efforts, having obtained a wide publicity through his own newspaper,
The Gloucester Journal, led many philanthropic persons to imitate his
example ; and soon schools of a similar characier were established
throughout the United Kingdom, and on this side of the Atlantic.
The church soon recognized in- these schools (which were at
first personal efforts of benevolent individuals, and designed for sec-
ular instruction) an idea that bore the image and superscription  of
Christ, and that might be turned to unutterably good account in
promoting the spiritual interests of the young. 'The United States
were the first to test the value of the Sunday School, as a part of the
chureh’s machinery for the accomplishment of her aggressive work ;
and as our brethren across the lines were the first to test the idea, so
¢ been foremost in every movement that aims at the
and diffusion of this now wide-spread and mighty

to

to other social reforms, was

they have eve
greater efficiency
agency for good.

The character and aim of the Sunday School were soon changed.
It ceased to be an institution for merely secular learning, all the less
necessary with the progress and developement of those ideas, that are
now embodied in both the States and Canada in our fagnificent sys-
tem of secular education,which places within the reach of the poorest
labourer, the means of preparing his children for the highest social
positions of life.  The paid teacher has given way to the voluntary
labourer, whose labour of love is cheerfully performed for Jesus, and
whose aim is to instruct the mind in things that pertain to the child's
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future and eternaly as well as present welfare.  'I'he mcagre furniture
and dingy chamber, where Robert Raikes' first scholars met, are su-
perseded by the light, airy, well ventilated and well furnished suite of
rooms, which are both healthful and attractive 5 which afford every
facility for thorough classification, and which are generally furnished
with all those modern appliances, which so greatly aid the teacher in
communicating, and the scholars in receiving Seriptural knowledge.
Above all, the one focus to which all efforts now avowedly converge
is that of winning souls to Christ, and the one great aim of the teach-
er, that of preparing jewels for Immanuel's crown.

If the noble founder of Sunday Schools, whose name and me-
mory we honour this night, could only witness whereunto the little
seed he planted has grown, he would find it difficult to recognize in
his feeble and imperfect effort the paternity of an institution, now so
universally diffused throughout christian lands, and regarded as an
essential part of the machinery, by which the church meets her ob-
ligations to the children of thosc outside and of those within her
membership.

A mere glance at what has been accomplished is all that we can
give ; the barest outline of facts, which in all their details might be
indefinitely enlarged on. We cannot give statistics, for they were not
within our reach, nor have we time to collect them, since receiving
the request to take part in this evening’s meeting.  And first among
these facts, the Sunday School has doubtless reached and brought
under the influence of Bible truth thousands and thousands, whose
religious education and Bible training would otherwise have been
entirely neglected.  We are aware_that there is a danger of parents
supposing themselves relieved by the Sunday Schools of responsibili-
ties which in reality they cannot delegate to others. The religious
instruction of the young in the family is a duty too little felt and too
much neglected in the present day. The results of that neglect are
painfully apparent all around us in society, and the church to-day is
suffering from this same cause. That the inexorable and insatiable
demands of social religious life leave us, at least in our towns and
cities too little time for family instruction, is felt by many christian
parents as an evil which they are powerless to resist. They are often
perplexed as to what they should do, in the competition between the
claims of numerous social activities,and the spiritual interests of their
families. ‘There is an evil here—a danger to be guarded against.
So far as the Sunday School relieves believing fathers and mothers of
those responsibilities, the discharge of which should be regarded as
a pleasure as well as a duty, and the neglect of which is as much a
loss to the parents as to the children, so far we say, the institution is
abused, and as in the case of all good things abused, the result is
evil. But this is just the evil that in this sinful and imperfect world
lurks somewhere near the opposite good, the danger of an abuse
against which we must constantly and manfully guard.
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Nor would we overlook the comparative incfficiency of many
who are called to mstruct the young on the lord’s day ; an element
of weakness in our schools undoubtedly, which pastors and super
intendents could largely remedy if those best qualified by education
and social position were all as willing as they should be, to take their
share of the work. Nor do we ignore the possibility of many teach-
ing and entertaining their scholars, rather than
instructing them in the solid truths of the Bible, which alone can
form the bone and sinew of christian character.  In this direction
there are and there have been great defects ; defects that can only
he remedied by having our teac hers better trained in the histories,
literature and  doctrine of the Word of God, and in the best and
most cffective methods of imparting instruction ; and, most of all,
having their hearts thoroughly imbued with love to the souls of the
children, and an unquenchable desire for their salvation.

But with all these past and present dangers and defects, we still
hold it as beyond all question that thousands of children have been
wrained in Bible truth ; and that thousands, by the blessing of God
and the labours of our teachers, have become intelligent, consistent
and useful christians, who but for the Sunday School must have re-
mained forever beyond the reach of Christian influence.

The age in which we live is often spoken of as one of quickened
thought. It is no less onc of unceasing and manifold activities.
But these very activities, however commendable their character and
aim, which demand and receive the co-operation of so many chris-
tians, proportionately lessen the time at their disposal for family
instruction.  We have referred to this as an evil ; we now note it as
a fact whether good or evil.  We doubt not that many christian pa-
rents, while ncither insensible nor indifferent to the claims of their
families, feel it impossible to refuse the calls of christian duty without

the reproach of neglecting opportunities great with the promise of
enduring results, and demanding instant attention. Such parents,
while they fain would have more time in their families, rejoice that
their deficiencies are supplemented every Lord’s Day, by the ef-
forts of willing, faithful and conscientious teachers, who regard the
religious instruction of the young as their special department of
christian effort. We know of many such parents, who bless God
for much the Sunday“School has done for themand for their children,
which they could not overtake amid the activities of domestic, social,
and even of religious life. ‘There are eight millions of children to-
day in the Sunday Schools of Britairi and this Continent, a large
proportign of whose parents would be incompetent or unable to give

them the instruction they are receiving.

From the benches of our Sunday Schools have come thousands
of men and women who there received their first impressions of the
truth, and their first impulses in the right direction ; and who as

ers aiming at pleas
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s
ministers of the Gospel, pastors at home, missionaries abroad, volun-

tary and unpaid labourers, devoting their leisure hours to useful
efforts ; as ministers’ wives and wives of men pursuing secular avoca<
tions, have occupied or still occupy faithfully and honourably their
respective spheres of usefulness, greatly honoured of the Master.

These men and women of Christ were first blessed in the Sun-
day School, before being made a blessing to others ; were there first
led to the cross of Jesus, before being honoured in leading others.
« What has the Sunday School accomplished ?” is a question not fully
answered by the mere record of their conversion. Itis a question
that shall only be fully answered amid the unfoldings of the great day
of the Lord, when all the links of Providence and grace, and all the
direct and indirect instrumentalities and ageéncies in the conversion
of souls shall be disclosed amid the grandeur of the final issue.
What the Sunday School has accomplished shall only be known
when the mystery of God is finished and the number of His clect
completed.

The Sunday School, in the spirit of Him who said, * Suffer the
little children to come unto me, and forbid them not,” who took up
the “little ones in His arms and blessed them,” has dirccted attention
to the special claims of the young, to the best modes of presenting
truth to their minds, and to  the most effective means of reaching
them and sccuring them for Christ.  Our preaching is too often
above the capacity of children.  We adapt our ministrations 00
generally to the adult portion of our congregations, and ignore the
fact that the larger proportion of those who listen to us on the Lord’s
day are of tender years. Some of us ministers may even lack the
capacity of so preaching as to interest and profit the young. The
Sunday School is the children’s church or meeting.  The Teacher is
the children’s minister and preacher.  The exercises of the class the
children's service. The School has done, and is doing good in this
way directly and indirectly in leading ministers to recognize the
claims of the children on their ministrations. Special services and
sermons for children, arc the outgrowth of the same idea developed
in the Sunday School.

The Sunday School has been a training school for ministers, no
less valuable than the Divinity Hall or Theological Seminary ; in
many respects the  complement of the latter, and bearing to it the
same relation that the Model School bears to the Normal, or the
Hospital to the Lecture room of the Medical College, where prin-
ciples may be practically applied.

The Sunday School has been the great feeder of the, church,
{rom which we are constantly drafting fresh recruits. = We reach the

children of Christian parents there, and co-operate with the efforts of

the pious home in preparing them, under God, for a place in the visible

church.  We reach the children of the careless, and the church ne-
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glecters there. It is easier to get the children of such parents into
the school, than the patents to the houseof God. It is easier to
retain our hold of them than of the parents, because we can more
readily excite their interest and sympathy. Their case is more hope-
ful than that of the parents, while often through them we can ap-
proach, and secure some influence over the parents otherwise beyond
our reach.

In the course of nearly twenty-five years of pastoral life, I have
met with many illustrations of what I now say. It has been my
privilege to welcome many into the church, who had been habitual
neglecters of all religious ordinances, and  to watch with satisfaction
and gratitude to God their subsequent consistency of conduct and
usefulness of life. The larger proportion of these have been reached
through their own children who had become Sunday School scholars.
The churches and congregations that have been the most successtul
in aggressive work —that have gathered in the largest number from
the careless elements of society, are those that have given the most
attention to Sunday School work, and most liberally supported this
department of Christian effort. Many a congregation in  this land
has been built up from the Sunday School, which has acted as a
constant feeder to the church ; and many a prosperous church of to-
day owes its inception to the Sunday School. From my experience
for many years in connection with the Canada Sunday School Union,
1 could adduce several instances of this, had I the time to do so.

We would not overlook the amount of sanctified talent which
this institution has called into active service for Christ, and for which
it has furnished an appropriate sphere of labour. More than 800,000
Christian men and women are to-day in Britainand America engaged
in this work, with as-much profit to their own souls, as benefit to the
children they instruct. The hours spent in the earnest and prayerful
study of the Bible, both in the closet and in the Teachers' Meeting
cannot be without benefit to both parties. Ihave had the testimony
of many conscientious teachers, that apart from the pleasure of the
work, and the ultimate reward of seeing souls led to Christ, they
were more than rewarded by the pleasure and profit derived from the
study of the Word of God in the course of preparation for their
classes. “ What has the Sunday School accomplished ?” is a question
answered to-night, in part at least, by pointing to a great multitude
of Christians of both sexes, who have found in the work of the school
a sphere for which they were well fitted, and in their preparation for
the work, unspeakable benefit to their own spiritual interests.

Were it possible to blot out the history of our Sunday Schools
for the last fifty years, and to eliminate from the cause of Christ all
the results traceable to this one source, it would leave a blank in the
facts of church history most terrible to contemplate ; and in the
place of these facts, the eye would rest on the developement and

2
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spread of varied forms of sin, that would fill the christian heart with
sadness. Were it possible to arrest the working and to remove to-day
all the moral machinery of this noble institution, the Church of Christ
would feel as if her right arm were paralysed, and more than one-half
of her resources cut off.

There is just one other aspect of the question proposed that we
desire to notice. The Sunday School has created and diffused a ju-
venile religious literature, which has proved an immense blessing to
the young. Those of us who have reached the meridian of life, can
contrast the present supply of Sunday School literature with what it
was in our young days. Then, a small library, furnished with books,
destitute of many of the attractions of those of the present day, was
all we had in that line. Now, our Sunday School Unions and Publi-
cation Societics are issuing new and tastefully got up volumes by the
hundred every year, thus affording a constantly fresh supply of read-
ing matter.  Then there are few scholars to-day who do not receive
each Lord’s day a beautifully illustrated paper, the artistic execution
of which is almost invariably good, and often in the highest style.
By these papers, the taste is cultivated, as well as the mind informed
and the soul fed. Such advantages as these in our young days would
have worked us into a perfect ecstacy of delight.  We almost fear
that our children are 5()nxptin\cs surfeited with privileges of this kind,
and fail to appreciate the advantages of their favoured position.

We fear, too, that thejquantity of juvenile literature constantly
produced, has the effect of deteriorating the quality of the article, and
that much that reaches our schools in the shape of book and period-
ical literature, is of too wishy-washy and sentimental a character.
Manly thoughtful pastors and teachers have observed and deplored
the tendency of a proportion of our Sunday School literature.  Our
scholars in too many instances want books that will afford some
pleasant mental excitement, and leave in the library shelves the more
solid and instructive books, an appreciation of which would indicate
some solidity of character. The increased facilities for furnishing our

schools with an abundant supply of literature, will only prove a bless-
ing, in as faras that literature proves an aid and ‘stimulus to the
study of the Bible. Itis the Bible alone that can form the bone and
sinew of Christian character ; and to form such a character in the
scholars must ever be the aim of the teacher. Our Sunday School
literature must be based on Bible truth, and premeated with Bible
influence. Whatever dissipates the mind and emasculates the cha-
racter, though containing nothing positively opposed to christian
(loctrenc or morals, is and must be pernicious in its ultimate results.
The instruction of unnumbered millions in Bible truth, many of
whom would otherwise have been totally neglected—the conversion
to God in early youth of thousands, who have been or are now con-

sistent and useful Christians—the formation of a great number of
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evangelical congregations, where none would have existed, but for
the preparatory labour of the Sunday School—the opening of suitable
spheres of labour to the sanctified talent, which, in many cases,
would be otherwise unemployed in the service of Christ, the prac-
tical education of men and women in our schools for higher and
wider spheres of usefulness and the creation and diffusion of a
healthy and attractive literature for the young, which has made the
press subservient to the higher interests of childhood, are results for
which we feel devoutly thankful, and in which we see the eVidence
of the Master’s blessing and of his approval of the Sunday School.

Hymn—* Sow in the morn thy seed.”

WHO SHOULD WORK IN THE SABBATH SCHOOI?

Rev. Aisert D. Vain, of New York, was introduced by the
chairman and was greeted with applause.  He spoke as follows on
the above subject: Mr. Chairman, and Christian friends, .1 am most
happy to receive these greetings. I was told how hospitably and
kindly I should be received, and surely the half was not told me.
I am glad there is one platform where we recognize no distinctions
of denomination or of country ; for the Sunday School more than
any other agency in this world has been making possible this great
Evangelical Alliance Meeting, that we have had of late in the city
of New York—the grandest manifestation of Christian unity since
the first councils of the Apostles at Jerusalem. (Cheers.) I shall
try to forget, and I hope you will forget that I am not one of your
own number. I want to talk practically, plainly, on the subject
that has been assigned me, a subject that I know lies very near the
heart of every earnest christian Sunday School worker. You have
all been impressed with the truths you have heard from Mr.
Alexander, which will serve as a foundation for what I have to say.
But permit me to add one or two words further before I begin to
answer the question that has been set for me to speak upon. ~ The
Sunday School is vitally connected with three of the dearest
interests of this world. ~ First, with pubiic morals. In our Sunday
Schools the morals of our youth and people are being fashioned for
the future. Whether a man be a christian or not, he must admire
the power and the influence that is here being exerted-to shape the
common morals of the people. The Sunday School is also vitally
connected with the State, not specially with one party more than
another, but with all parties. The teachings and the principles and
the morality of the New Testament must more or less vitally effect
every christian state ; and we are beginning to see the influences of
it throughout the christian nations of the world. And to us as
christians the Sunday School is vitally connected with all our inter-



20

ests in the future of the church of Jesus Christ. (Hear, hear.)
We are not only to receive through that avenue into the church the
great number of our members, but the chaiacter, the liberality, the
zeal, the devotion to Jesus Christ, everything that is to give charac-
ter and glory to the future church, is to be formed and fashioned in
the Sunday School next to the pulpit. This, I believe is a subject
of infinite importance, that we have as Sunday School teachers the
shaping of the character, the activity and the liberality of the com-
ing church of Jesus Christ. With these postulates then, together
with what has been said by my brother upon the work of the Sunday
School, 1 now proceed to ask the question, who ought to work in the
Sunday School? And that question would never be asked if the
demands of the Sunday School were not far in advance of the supply.
There can be no pertinence to that question if the door of
God’s Providence did not stand open, asking men to enter into the
work iu this vast field that has been opened through His Grace.
There can be no force in that question if there were not very many
members of the churcn of Christ who are doubting and disbelieving
as to their individual duty in relation to this great question. (Hear,
hear.) With these thoughts, then, I wish briefly—for the time is
Jimited—to direct your attention in three or four directions in which
laborers for the Sabbath School may be looked for, and I very
‘haturally perhaps, begin with men of my own class—ministers. I
am not here to lecture anybody, I am not here to find fault with the
past, but 1 make this statement, ' that I believe to-day the Sunday
School needs more of that class of men than any other—christian
ministers to take a constant interest in the work of the Sunday
Gchool.  Wheu I say the Sunday School, I do not mean merely that
little body of men and women and children who meet on the Sab-
path day for the study of the word of God. The Sunday School is
a larger thing than that. The Sunday School bears certain relations
to the church and the community around about it. The Sunday
School is not simply the teaching of an hour on the Sabbath, but it
s the preparation of the week day. Itis the lives of the teachers ;
it is the habits and motives of the men who are its workers ; all this
working together to prodnce the results that the Sunday School is
producing in the church, this maKes, up what I understand by the
Sunday School. 1 go into some grgat machine shop, and I find
starting out a magnificent locomotive, and I ask who made it, I am
pointed to this mechanic and that, who has wrought his part in the
great work. L say, is this all? No! Up in some little quiet
chamber sits a man with a pencil in his hand, tracing lines on a
paper. His brain has conceived, formed and fashioned the locomo-
tive on paper, and every other workman in that vast shop has to
carry out the conception of his brain. 50 it seems to me, with the
manifold agencies of the church., ~They have an existence inde-
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pendent of any particular man. Steam, asa motive power, cxists
perfectly independent of the man who first designed that locomo-
tive. Just so the Sunday School exists independent of any particu-
lar pastor ; but its success depends largely upon the conception of
the man who fills the pulpit. ~His teaching and moulding of opinion,
his giving spiritual motive power to the people, the thoughts of his
mind and the feclings of his heart, all go very far to determine the
character of that particular church. ~ Christian pastors are set of God
to be like spiritual reservoirs. If the pastor of a church feels deeply
interested” in the subject of temperance he will work and pray and
talk till that church feels it or drives him out of it. (Cheers.) Ifa
man is interested in any question that pertains to the morality of the
time he will think talk and preach till the church becomes
permeated with his thoughts and feelings. And it is just so
with every agency and institution of the church. It seems to
me there is no limit to the power of a preacher in these respects.
And especially is it true in respect to the Sunday School. He is to
be a reservoir of spiritual power that shall move the hearts of the
people, and it is by his own personal interest and love for the
work and his example that he is to affect the church. It is not
for him necessarily to go into the Sunday School room and
teach a class. He needs but seldom to be seen in the Sunday
School as an actual worker. But he may inspire those that do
the work. He may gather them around him on a week evening
and instruct them in the lesson of the coming Sabbath. He
may in a great variety of ways, by personal conduct with different
teachers, encourage those who are discouraged, give direction to
their reading and study, help them solve difficult questions that
arise in the administration of their classes and in the teaching of the
word of God. He may by his personal influence and power largely
affect the teaching and the discipline of the school with which he is
connected, These are not mere theories. You know them to be
facts. ‘There are pastors and teachers in this assembly who are
recognized as filling just this position with regard to their individual
churches.

I pass on to notice another class of men that ought to be work-
ers in the Sunday School. These are our official men—leading
members of our churches. Many of them are not fit to be teachers,
but there is hardly any institution in this age that requires such a
variety of talent ‘s our Sunday Schools. They mneed not simply
teachers, they need administrators, they need executive ability, as
much as they do power to teach ; they need not simply a godly ex-
ample, but they need the power of dealing with the young. They
need not simply knowledge, but heart. They need all kinds of
talent. And, now, what is the want of most of our Sunday Schools ?
Not men of piety ; thank God, men of piety gravitate to our Sunday
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Schools! From the inherent principle of their nature, they are found
there, without. the seeking. Men of large heart and emotional na-
ture will gravitate in the same direction. But there are many men
who ate recognized as our leading men of business—men of wealth
-ngcn often filling important political and social positions, who are
triie and earnest Christians.  No man can question their picty, but
they have not been educated to the present Sunday School move-
ment,and they say, “Let younger men, who arc better fitted for it, en-
engage in this work " Well, possibly the young are better adapted
to some positions in the Sunday School than those who are older,
but I find in the different movements of suc'ic'(y and in the churches,
that there can be nothing progressive and advancing  that does not
have men for its centre—men of charactex, of tecognized honour
and ability—men of executive force. Picty algnewill not carry on
our Sunday Schools ; we must have talent/; Wgmust have position ;
we must have men who are recognized-as lcaders in society ; and L
believe to-day that if certain men i our different  churches would
give us the benefit of their executive talent in oui Sunday Schbols,
we could lift many a school out of the very * Slough of Despond.”
If they would give us their help in the finances of the School, they
would save our schools from a thousand difficulties, and their pre-
sence and example alone would be as copstant teachers of the young.
I would give in my Sunday School anything in this world for the

simple presence of sotge men in the Sunday School, even if they did"”

not open ‘their mouths ;)if they would show Dby their presence, their
personal interest in an their reai love for the Sunday School, they
would impress and-instruct the young.  Onr boys and girls, when
they would see fruch men coming into our schools, taking a personal
interestin them being regular in their attendance, and showing that
they love the work, and believe in it, how soon would be banished
that feeling—*T am too old for the Sunday School ; T am going to
get out of it just ag soon as I can 1

Another class is the vast unemployed talent that you can find in
any large church, men that for some reason do not feel any special
conscience in the direction of any particular line of Christian work,
but yet men of rare adaptation and fitness for many kinds of work.
How many people there are of whom we say : «“1 wish I could get
that man into his place !’ There are a great many people in our
churches that have an abundance of talent ; God has gifted them
with power, with large minds, with the advantage perhaps of educa-
tion and culture, and social position, and yet somehow that do not
feel inclined to work. Now, I believe that our Sunday School needs
that class of men. Perhaps many of them need  re-cotiverting.
They need to be brought under the power of the Holy Ghostyand
thereby interested in Christ and in Christ’s work ; but the Sunday
School needs their talents.
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I notice one more_class, and these are our young married peo-
ple; a class that is so ready to drop out of the Sunday School and
out of some of the most earnest forms 6f christian work. 0! how
much they need the Sunday School themselves. (Hear, hear.) How
much they need the reflex influence of the Sunday School upon
their own hearts, and upon their own lives. And were it nothing
but that alone, it would pay them. I believe that erery Christian
needs all the Bible study that our Schools demand of us.  We need
thatas ordinary readers of the Word of God.  No man can say, “I
have no time to prepare myself My brother, you need to read the
Word of God every week for your own religious life and develop-
ment as much as any Sunday School would require of you in the way
of study. And for the reflex influence of the Sunday School upon
your heart and character you ought to be found a faithful and con-
stant worker in the Sunday School ?

Now, there are a great many other classes. I know questions
have come to your mind : How about unconverted people, about
people who have specialties, &c. There is no time to answer ques-
tions of this kind to-night ; they may be more properly dealt with
elsewhere.  But in reference te the question, Who ought to work in
the Sunday School? 1 would say lastly, those who are convinced
they nced a new consecration, a new devotion to this great and grand
work of the Sunday School. At the close of the I'ranco-Austrian
war, when the French army was entering Paris on its return, with
Marshal MacMahon at its head,—the idol of the soldiers and the
people,—at a certain point as the army was marching up,the Marshal
saw a beagtiful little girl come out of the crowd with a bouquet in her
hand and offered it to lim. The Marshal stooped down in his
saddle, and not only took the bouquet, but he took the little one up
in his arms and sat her beside him on the saddle, and marched along
in this way with his victorious soldiers. And it is said, of all that
day’s glory, there was nothing that so touched the hearts of the peo-
ple and so made them love him as that little deed of kindness ; they
saw his heart. How many times I have thought of that asa type
of the coming Christ.  Christ is honoured to-day as the world’s
leader ; Christ has won around the world a thousand victories, and
now as he takes to-day by His side a child and goes forth marching,it
seems to me that symbol is prophetic of the future. And as in the tul-
ness of time Marshal MacMahon was raised to the Presidency of the
great Republic of France, so Christ shall become the King of this
world, more perhaps through the agency of Sunday School work—
faithful, consecrated love and labor for the children—than through
all other agericies combined.  And may God speed that happy day.
(Cheers).

" Mr. Phillips sang—*Let us scatter seeds of kindness,” and
after a collection was taken up, sang, by request, “Your Mission.”
Rev. Mr. Rose pronounced the Benediction, and the meeting ad-
journed.
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THIRD SESSION.

The Convention met at nine o'clock on Wednesday morning,
in “ Shaftesbury Hall,” and occupied twenty minutes in devotional ex-
ercises.

ADDRESS RESPECTING THE RETIRING PRESIDENT.

Rev. WirLiam Scort, Oshawa, said he was very SOrTy that the
President was unable to be here.  Being personally ncnluamﬁed with
that reverend gentleman he knew that he was in harmony with their
work, and that besides he himself was an indefatigable worker in the
Sabbath School enterprise, as well as a warm, practical friend of the
total abstinence cause. (Cheers.) Knowinghim as he did, therefore, he
felt they ought not simply to accept the communication recpn{ed
from him on retiring from {he office of President of this Association
in a formal and official manner, but that they ought to express their
regret at his inability to be present, and to reciprocate his prayer
that the Holy Ghost might be poured upon this Convention, and
that they might be more stimulated towards accomplishing the great
objects which they had in view. He therefore moved the following
resolution :

«That this meeting, having heard the communication from the
retiring President, the Very Reverend Dean of Montreal, most sin-
cerely regrets his inability to take his place at this Convention, and
most earnestly reciprocates the prayer for the Holy Spirit's influence
to rest upon us, and upon himself in his efforts for the salvation of
mankind.”

The motion was seconded by Dr. Hodgins, and carried unani-
mously.

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

Rev. Wat, Scorr said that most of the ministerial brethren here
to-day were aware of the law of this Province respecting our common
schools, which allowed any of them at suitable periods to visit the
public schools for the purpose of communicating religious instruc-
tion. Judging from his own expericnce and knowledge there were
only a very few of them that availed themselves of the advantages
and privileges which the law allows in reference to the communica-
tion of religious instruction to the youth of our land, who are in our
common schools. It might be said, and said he dare say, with very
great propriety, that the greater number of children who attend our
common schools attend also our Sabbath Schools. But he thought
it would be well it they could convey to the minds of their children
who are receivipg a secular education in our public schools, that
there is something higher and nobler which they must seek than
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simply secular education. He deprecated the separation of religious
thought and religious truth from the secular education of our land.
All ministers of the gospel would agree with him that there never
was a time when it was more necessary to maintain the spirituality
of our religion, when more than ordinary efforts should be made to
impress the minds of our youth with the truths of the gospel, and
the necessity of Bible instruction under the Spirit’s influence, than
the present. He would beg, therefore, to submit the following re-
solution, to be referred to the Business Comumittee :

«That this Convention, representing a_large body of Sabbath
School workers, chiefly in the Province of Ontario, is convinced that
the times in which we live specially demand that all education
should have a scripturally religious basis, and, therefore, this Con-
vention earnestly urges Christian ministers of all denominations to
avail themselves of the advantages and privileges granted under the
admirable school system of Ontario, to visit’ the public schools as
frequently as possible with a view to communicate suitable religious
instruction.”

Rev. F. H.MaRrLING—I hardly know how to vote upon this ques-
tion myself, because if I voted in favor of the resolution I should be
condemning my own practice, and I don’t see my way very clearly
to changing it. At the same time, to vote against the resolution
seems rather invidious, as it would appear like voting against a good
work. If T were to go into any of the public schools of the City of
Toronto I should very likely find in each of them some children
belonging to my own denomination, and it the churches of that de-
nomination were to select me to visit these schools, I fear I should
have a very small task to do in each of them. In the country dis-
tricts it is different, because there the children are gathered into one
school ; but in the city the children are scattered throughout a num-
ber of schools, and the classes for religious instruction would be
very small in each, and the labor of teaching them all would, there-
fore, be greatly multiplied. Then, as the mover has very properly
said, nearly all these children are under our pastoral charge, and we
do something for their religious instruction in the several Sabbath
School and Bible classes connected with our own congregations, I
therefore feel a difficulty in voting for the resolution, because I
scarcely would be prepared here in Toronto to enter upon anything
new in this work ; and it is quite possible that others may be simil-
arly situated. I should like to have the matter looked at from all
sides before we take a vote upon the question. We all/no doubt,
agree in the opinion that there should be religious instruttion given
to our young people ; but the suggestion contained in the motion is
a matter which should be very carefully looked at Before being
adopted.
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Hon. Joun McMurricn—I have been a school trustee for
many years past, and I think it is right to state that provision was
made by the Board of School Trustees of Toronto a number of
years ago, under which any clergyman in the city could have the use
of a room in any of the public schools for giving religious instruc-
tion to those disposed to receive it, at such a time as not to interfere
with the regular work of the school. That privilege has not been
availed of to any great extent. There were a few visits at the time,
but they were soon given up. | would also state that religion 1s not
excluded from our public schools. The Scriptures are read and
prayer offered up in all of them, [ believe.  There can be no harm
in passing the resolution, for it is just urging what was urged a num-
ber of years ago in Toronto, but was not taken up. There is no
difficulty standing in the way ; but, at the same time, it is not to be
understood that it is contemplated by that resolution to interfere
with the working of the schools in any way.

Mr. Fornsrincian, of North York—Mr. Marling says there
would be some difficulty in carrying out the resolution in cities ; T
think it would be found equally difficult to carry it out in country
schools. 1 believe that all ministers are exceedingly desirous that
religious instruction should be given in our public schools, but in
country schools they cannot usually get a separate room in which to
communicate that instruction.  Besides that, you have as many de-
nominations represented in the public schools in the country as in
the city ; and, therefore, except on very general principles, it is almost
impracticable to communicate religious instruction. ~ As a matter of
fact, scarcely any of the public schools are visited by clergymen.
The religious instruction that is given in public schools is usually
communicated by the teachers ; and I think it would meet the difti-
culties better if we were simply to use all our influence to secure
religious public school teachers. Public school teachers have a very
great deal of power, and if they are men and women of the right
class they can impart religious principles without trenching upon the
peculiar views of any of the pupils of the school. And they have a
better knowledge of the character of the pupils and their parents,
and can more easily avoid giving offence to any one in regard to
peculiar doctrinal tendencies. However, as has” been remarked by
Mr. McMurrich, religion is not excluded from the public schools. ~ It
will be noticed that there is a series of lessons provided for instruc-
tion in Christian morals—truth, love, forbearance, meekness, chari-
ty, kindness, love of country. You will find twenty or thirty subjects
such as these in the programme for public schools, and it is designed
and desired that the teachers should give instruction periodically on
these subjects. These principles lie at the basis of all right govern-
ment and social progress ; so that whilst there would be less difficulty
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in carrying out the resolution, many o us feel in the same position
as Mr. Marling does : that to vote against it seems not consistent
with the character of this Association, and to vote for it will be vot-
ing for a thing that cannot in reality be carried out. I would make
a suggestion to the effect that every effort should be made to get
Christian men and women as public school tcachlcrs.

{

Mg, M. C. PepLky said he was a public school-teacher and
attached great importance to the moral training of children in con-
nection with secular education. He did not seq¢ how that special
religious  instruction could be given by clergymen during school
hours, and if it were given after school hours he thought it would
have a tendency to make religious teaching repulsive.  He thought
it would be well for Sunday School teachers to visit the public
schools occasionally, where they would geta good many ideas as to
right principles of teaching.

Hon. Joun McMurrich said he thought it would not be wel
to adopt a resolution that could not be carried into effect. He
doubted very much if this resolution could be practically carried out,
and he would suggest to his friend, the mover, the propriety of
withdrawing it so that there might be nothing upon their minutes
cither showing division upon a question of this kind, or a resolution
that could not be carried out.

Rev. J. ForueriNGHAM said he had known such a resolution
to be passed at similar Conventions by which the conduct of
ministers in this respect was reflected upon as if they had been
negligent in their duty. He believed that ministers had in connec-
tion with their church work all that they could do, and as a matter
of fact they were not able to give instruction in the public schools.

Riv. Wi, Scort—1I should not withdraw the resolution with-
out making an observation or two. What I wanted to do was to
call public attention once more to the privilege under the law which
as ministers we enjoy, because I think it is a good deal lost sight
of and that a good many are not aware of the fact that the law of the
land allows us the privilege of visiting the public schools. With
respect to some observations made this morning, I must say that we
all know very well that if there be a disposition on our part to do
any particular work we can accomplish it notwithstanding the
difficulties that may seem to stand in the way. And with regard to
the difficulties in this case, there is not a man of us that could not
if he would, occasionally visit the public schools and speak to the
children upon subjects of spiritual interest and importance. In regard
to rural schools where there is but one room, there is no very great
difficulty, except that the children may be worried after the labours
of the day, when the instruction would have to be given. The
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children that did not wish to remain should be at liberty to retire,
all children whose parents objected to any particular form of
religious instruction might retire ; but some would remain, and the
presence of the minister would seem to impress_ the minds of the
children with the value of scriptural instruction. Then with regard
to the teaching of morals, referred to by one gentleman, I must say
that I do not see anything in the subjects mentioned that might not
be found in the writings of Cicero and other old Roman writers.
But I want to know if there is not something more than that needed
in our religious instruction? It is not a question that can be dis-
cussed at any great length to-day, but T feel there is an importance
to be attached to the principle of this resolution. 1 should feel
glad if it passed this Convention so that it might go on record and
direct attention to the matter elsewhere.

Rev. K. McCLENNAN, Peterborough,—1 don’t think this is the
best place for introducing the subject, and without meaning any dis-
paragement to the mover, I must say I scarcely think it was wise to
bring it up before this Convention. 1 think this for various
reasons, first, it touches two points with reference to which every one
is aware the widest diversity of opinion would obtain. The very
position laid down would Jead to the widest and sharpest discussion.
Then again as to the way of giving what is called suitable religious
instruction we should differ widely as to how it was to be done, sup-
posing we all recognized the propriety of doing it. In venturing
to express myself thus with every deference to the mover of the re-
solution, I know what the difficulty is.  With reference even to the
school system it is pronounced in the resolution, admirable. I am
prepared in a loose, general way to say that it is admirable ; but
when you begin to characterize the system in terms like that, you
invite criticism and you will certainly elicit diversity of views. For
these reasons I would hesitate very much to countenance the intro-
duction or a fuller discussion of this subject, but further and chiefly
I think that the proper place for dealing with this matter and where
it can be Dest dealt with is not here where we deal with subjects
upon which we are least likely to differ, but in our various church
meetings where we specially recognize questions that have a church
aspect, for instance, if it is felt that there are many ministers who do
not do what they might in this matter, then I think their churches
should tell them so and urge them to do it.  For myself I consider
it impossible to do it in many cases in the way contemplated. Take
the case of a minister in a rural district. There may be ten or
twelve schools with which the children of his congregation are con-
nected, how is he, along with various duties pressing upon him, to
visit those schools and give regular instruction to any of the pupils.
1 can pronounce it without any hesitation impossible. But there are
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opportunities for doing this in substance. TAt the public examina-
tions and the distribution of prizes there would be an oppor-
tunity to say a word in season, and this is the time I know many
ministers, whose hands are full of work, use for this purpose.
I have often done it myself, and_therefore I know the difficulty on
the one hand and the opportunity on the other; and 1 feel quite
sure that there are many like myself who would shrink from even
recognizing the obligation on them to undertake formal religious in-
struction in our schools. For my own part, 1 consider that in a
great many Cases it cannot be done ; and where it can be done it is
a matter that should be dealt with by the ecclesiastical courts.

Mr. FornerinGHan said if the motion was pressed he would
suggest an amendment  to the following effect:—* That while this
Convention is exceedingly desirous that religious instruction should
be given in all our public schools, it does not feel at liberty to press
upon clergymen the duty of giving religious instruction therein, beset
as it is with so many practical difficulties.” !

Rev. Mr. Scort consented to withdraw his resolution, and the
discussion closed.

REPORT FROM COUNTY SECRETARIES.

The PrESIDENT called for further verbal reports from  County
Gecretaries, or in their absence, from any one from the county who
could speak of the work being done.

PETERBOROUGH.

Rev. K. MACLENNAN, in the absence of the Secretary, said they
had held a County Convention, which had the effect of
quickening the interest in the Sunday School work, and at the same
time improving the character of that work. Another effect was that
atrangements had been made to hold this Winter a_series of town-
ship meetings, and to form township Associations. The reports re-
ceived at the County Convention from the various schools in the
County were very encouraging. One prosperous merchant announ-
ced his intention to give $1,000 to aid weak schools throughout the
County in the matter of libraries, and eight or ten days after the

Convention a model library imported from Britain was placed in one
of the schools.
SOUTH ONTARIO.

Rev. Dr. THORNTON, in the absence of the Secretary, spoke for
this County. He said they had held two Conventions, the first of




i
|

30

which was very successful, but the latter net”so successful. One
great difficulty was the want of regular attendance ; the difficulty in
getting people to take sufficient interest in the work. However,
nearly all the schools had been visited by Committees appointed, in

order to create an interest in the objects of the Convention ; and
they hoped their next Convention would be more successful.

NORTH ONTARIO.

Rev. J. Trom said they had held a very interesting Convention.
They managed it themselves, and never thought of depending upon
Toronto for aid. They discussed a great variety of subjects, and
besides that, they had most admirable singing.  He thought the in-
terest in Sabbath School work was greatly stimulated by the Conven-
tion.

Rev. Wi, MirLarp, General Secretary, said with respect to
any feeling that might exist as to any supposed neglect on
the part of the officers of the Association, that he was never absent
from a Convention if he could get there atall. He liked it too well
to stay away ; so that if he did not go to any Convention to which
he was invited, it was either because he was ill or had to go to some
other Convention. He asked the County Secretaries to let him
know in good time when their Conventions were to be held, and if
any two conflicted, the time might be changed.

LINCOLN.
\

Mr. Cook, in the absence of the Secretary, said-they had a very
interesting Convention last year, and the reports from the schools
were very favorable, and their number was increasing.  The feeling
of the Convention, he thought, was adesire for more complete unity
in advancing the cause of Sabbath Schools.

LAMBTON.

Mr. E. S. SMITH, in the absence of the Secretary, said they had
had two Conventions, and the interest in Sabbath Schools was
spreading. Within the last four years the number of Sabbath Schools
in the county had doubled, and many townships now had their own
Associations, There was plenty of material for the work, but they
needed the outpouring of the Spirit to give them new life and strength
for it.

WELLINGTON.

Rev. M. S. Grav spoke with special reference to the Fastern
part of North Wellington. He was sorry to say that comparatively
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little had been done on acccunt of the difficulty in getting delegates
to go to the County town. The Sabbath Schools were now doing a
good work in that part of the County, both in relation to its speeial,
and to the general improvement of morals and the promotion of
temperance.

HALTON.

Rev. H. CHRISTOPHERSON, in the absence of the Secretary, said
they had an Association in good working, and last February they
had a Convention in Milton which was hardly second to this one,
with the exception of the number of delegates.  The officers in con-
nection with the Association were hard-working men, and took a
great deal of interest both in the Convention and in the work in the
county. He was not in a position to speak of the state of the schools
throughout the county, but so far as the officers of the County Asso-
ciation are concerned, he was proud to say that they took a deep
interest in the work of Sabbath Sehools.

ELGIN.

Rev. E. Morrow said the Sabbath Schools throughout, the
County were doing very well. Many of the children in the Schools
were members of temperance organizations, and by that means they
hoped to accomplish a great deal of good.

HASTINGS.

Mr. W. Jonnson said that of the ten townships into which the
County was divided, eight had associations, and during the last year
six held township conventions, all of which had created increased
seal and interest in the Sunday School work throughout the County.
Besides these conventions, several of the townships held Sabbath
School pic-nics, at which a number of schools were gathered to-
gether.  The result of these organizations was, that many schools,
that in the past were closed in winter, were now kept open the year
round.

WENTWORTH.

Mr. McPHERSON said they had held a very successful Conven-
tion. They had only one township organization, but the interest in
Sunday School work was increasing, and he hoped before long every
township would have its own association. One feature of their
Convention was the singing by over one thousand children of the
various schools. This bringing the children in to take part in the
Convention was found to awaken their interast in the work.
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ESSEX.

My DEAR S1r,—I shall not be able to be with you to-morrow ;
I am very busy, and Mrs. Bartlett is not very well; I do not care to
leave her at present. I should have liked to have been with you,
as 1 enjoy conventions very much. You will, perhaps, do the need-
ful for us in stating that we have had a convention with the very
best results ; in fact, two conventions—one in the spring and the
other in the fall. You know what a good time we had at the one
you were at, and I hope you will have a firstrate time at Toronto ;
and very glad should I be to be with you.

Rev. D. I.. Brethour will be present, 1 think ; but that is likely
all that will be from the County.

Very truly yours,
ALEX. BARTLETT.
Rev. William Millard, Box 1077, Toronto.
TORONTO.

Hon. Joun McMURRICH said that so far as the Presbyterian
schools were concerned, he believed they were more prosperous
than in the past. There were now three self-sustaining churches in
Toronto that had been started first as Sabbath Schools, and there
were three more coming on.

We insert here thereport of the Sabbath-school state of Toronto,
as furnished by Mr. J. J. Woodhouse, but which, we fear, was not
read :—

REPORT FOR TORONTO.

The. number of Evangelical Sabbath Schools in the city and

neighborhood, as far as ascertained and reported, is 67, viz.i—

Presbyterian 15
Episcopal ...
Methodist ..
Baptist....oooeee
Primitive Methodist..
Congregational «..cooeneeee
" New Connexion .
Bible Christian...
Episcopal Methodist
German Lutheran....
Plymouth Brethren
Union .

TOtaleeeevrerrreerrenmunnsrnunssasnssesessnans e 67

No statistics having been called for by the Assoclation during
the past year, the following figures must only be considered as ap-
proximate, viz.:—
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do.  average attendance

The city, as is well known, 15 increasing rapidly in extent and
populaLion, and much is' being done by the churches to supply the
spiritual wants of the children, as well as of adults.  The number of
schools at present reported is 13 over and above that of 1870,

Another Institute was held in December, 1872, It was cor
ducted by Rev. George A. Peltz and Professor W, H. Sherwin. The
meetings all through the week were well attended, and a growing in
terest in and appreciation of this means of conveying instruction and
drawing out talent, was manifested.

A mass meeting of scholars in connection with this Institute wis
held in the new Metropolitan Wesleyan Church, which was kindly
placed at the disposal of the Committee. The attendance was very
large ; ngmbenrs, in fact, being unable to gain admittance.

Muth prayer has been ()l1'¢1‘¢(‘ for God's blessing upon the work
done. It is pleasing to hear of answers to prayer in the conversion
of scholars, and accessions to the churchroll from that of the school.
It is, however, hoped that both teachers and parents will soon make
more full use of this great privilege and power which lies open to
them, and that the result may be infinitely greater than ever before.

The writer ventures to suggest that in schools using the uni-
form series of lessons, the quarterly examinations should be inter-
spersed with singing, and carnest prayer by the various teachers for
a blessing upon the work of the schools. N

The Toronto Sabbath School Association has been continued,
but from various causes the monthly meetings have not been so re-
gularly held as heretofore. It is hoped that the Convention of 1873
will inspire officers and teachers with fresh enthusiasm in the work
of the Sabbath School, and that the periodical gatherings of the
Association may be regularly held and largely attended.

It is pleasing to notice a growing interest in the work and oper-
ations of the “Ontario Sabbath School Missionary Union,” which,
through the agent of the Society, has planted a large number of
Sabbath Schools in destitute parts of the Province during the past
year.

J. J. WOODHOUSE,
Sec’y for Toronto.

Written Reports were presented from Mr. J. H. Khnight for the
County of Victoria; for County of Bruce, by Rev. J. Straith; for
County of Frontenac, by Rev. P. S. Livingston.
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KiNGsToN, Oct. 2zoth, 1873.

My Diar Sir,—It is a matter of regret to myself that 1 am DEA]
prevented from attending the present S. 5. Convention. I had in- tion to a
tended to be with you up till late on Saturday evening, and consc- Lindsay,
quently did not report by letter sooner. heid at th

We held our County Convention in Kingston, on the 18thand encouragi
1gth of February last, and, although the attendance of delegates was were m;s

could have desired, yet T think 1 am safe in say-
attend were stimulated in the prosecution of
am able to report the holding of only two
the township of Pittsburgh, which
le meeting ; and onc in the town-

pot so large as we
ing that those who did
our common aims. 1
local conventions—one in
was a very interesting and profitab

ship of Loughboro,’ which, T believe, was also successful. Rev. Wil
In regard to the Sabbath S("huul,}\‘furk throughout the county

generally, there is not much difierence from that of other counties. § Mr.
Schools are pretty well established in every township, so that nearly
all the children have an opportunity of attending some school.  In
the township of Loughboro’ their association is well organized.
They have a visiting committee, whose duty is to visit the different

schools, address the children, and counsel the teachers. ;

Hoping your Convention may be as interesting and as profit- . ].\U,V‘

able as is expected, ing of R

I am, my Dear Sir, o appomnte

i County £

yours sincerely, Conveit

P. S. LIVINGSTON, | was the ¢

County Secretary. ! \he Prov

Conventi
The Sabbath Schools in the County of Bruce have been im- %'llllv.l‘n th
{proving very much during the past year.  There is a larger and more 2 ‘ldwrf““y'
regular attendance of pupils and teachers, and more interest taken to that -
in the good work. We had a successful County Convention at Kin-
cardine, which will give a fresh impulse to the zeal of teachers. hers
This county 1s the foremost in the Dominion in relative increase of :0/ mvl)u”‘
population. Improvements of every kind are rapid, and we rejoice - '()“;dm“
to think that the great foundation of religious life—the training of i@ owa 1
the young in the way of holiness—is being laid, we trust, broad and @ } uvnl
decp.  One grand feature is the opening of new Sabbath Schools in 4 1o wel
destitute localities, the work of wapm and willing souls.  With active & ,(’(:im”),
township secretaries, township conventions, and a vigorous executive m effi
committee of the county association, we hope the ensuing year may qelyeme
be, under God’s blessing, still more prosperous. ‘»?mpﬂml
J. STRAITH, regard tc

Seeretary of County. El(il;uetfzﬁ?

BRUCE.
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VICTORIA.
Linpsay, Oct. 2oth, 1873.

Dear Sik,—1 beg to report that during the past year, in addi-
a County Convention for the county of Victoria, held at

ion to
on for the township of Fenelon was

1.indsay, a Township Conventi

on Falls, for the purpose of aiding and

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
J. H. KNicur,
Cor. Sec. S. S. Asso. Co. Victoria.
Villiam Millard,
Gen. See. S. S, A, Toronto.
Mr. Piinnies then sang a hymn of praise,

Rev

COUNTY CONVENTIONS.
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a series of suggestions for the guidance of

Rev.
ing of Rev. 1
appointed to prepare

© County Secretaries, to secure uniformity in the conduct of County

'ON,

'y Secretary.
ave been im-
wrger and more
interest taken
rention at Kin-
il of teachers.
ive increase of
and we rejoice « |
the training of
ust, broad and
sath Schools in
.. With active
yrous executive
suing year may

8

s

STRAITH,
tary of County.

Hand efficiently mai

| fore highly important to maintain
" ventions.  He had no sympathy with this calling together of a num-

Conventions.” He said his reason for asking for this Committee

. was the conviction that unless there was some finding sent out from
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| Conventions, there might be such a want of uniformity as might re-
* sult in the failure of the Conventions in some counties. He spoke

wdvisedly when he said that the experience of some counties pointed
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ccive most support. In those counties where these conventions were
comparatively neglected there was very rarely much enthusiasm with
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the efficiency of the County Con-
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ber of Sabbath School workers, and then give the proceedings all

into the hands of five or six men, who give an address on special
subjects and thien go home. The main idea of the Convention is
to afford an opportunity of comparing experiences, and it has not
done its work unless as much time as possible has been devoted to
that object.

Hon. Jonn MCMURRICH said they should carefully guard
against anything like dictation. Bearing this in mind he thought the
Committee would be able to make many valuable suggestions.

Mr. CHRISTOPHERSON said the only object of the Committee
was to give suggestions.

The motion was then put and carried unanimously

NORMAL SCHOOLS.

Dr. HobGINS rose to move a resolution relating to the establish-
ment of Normal Schools for the training of teachers for the Sabbath
School. He observed that in the General Secretary’s Report, which
was read yesterday, reference was made to the value of Normal
School training on the part of Sunday School teachers, and the vol-
untary examination of these teachers.  Such schools had been es-
tablished in England and had proved very successful. The plan had
also been tried 1n the Province of Quebec with good results. The
object, as every one understood, was to give the Sunday School
teacher the advantage of aproper training,and thus render him more
efficient in his work. His proposition was that the matter be refer-
red to a Committee, with instructions to report 0 the Convention,
which could then take action in the matter. He therefore moved,
seconded by Rev. Geo. Richardson, ¢ That the President nominate
a Committee of seven members fo Teport, as the first item of busi-
hess t0-MOITOW morning, upon the expediency of establishing Normal

School classes for Sunday School teachers, and of instituting a Sys
ith a view to test their

tem of voluntary examinations for teachers Wi

efficiency for the work.”
The Motion was carried.  And the President nominated the

following Committee .—Rev. Dr. O’Meara, Rev. Joel Briggs, Rev.
M. Cameron, Rev. F. H. Marling, Rev. Dr. Castle, and Messrs.
S.S. Martin, and D. Fotheringham.

THE LESSON FOR OCTOBER 19TH, « INTERNATIONAL
COURSE” TO A GENERAL CLASS.

s, of Brant, conducted a class through the

Rev. Mr. ANDREW
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marks by way of explanation of his own position, he began by draw-
ing from the class what was the subject of the lesson—*“ The
transfiguration of Christ,” also that there was an account of the same
cevent in Mark and Luke. He then read the passage with the class
and asked whether in the narrative given by the three evangelists
there were any points of difference. These points being disposed
of, he then asked what was the transfiguration, was it an actual fact,
or a dream of the disiples, or a vision they were permitted to
behold? These questions he discussed with the class, drawing
out their views and then giving his own. Another question
discussed with the class was, Why did not Jesus allow the entire
crowd to see the wonderful sight? and why did He not allow all
the disciples to be there? The other questions to which answers
were elicited from the class were : Where did the transfiguration
take place?  What wase the primary object in going to the moun-
tain at that time?—(He went up to pray and it was while he
was praying that the transfiguration occurred.)- ~What does trans-
ligumtion mean? and note the change it produced in Christ's person-

| al appearance.  Next he came to the lesson to be learned from this

subject.  First, on what subject were Moses and Flias talking to
Christ? In regard to his decease. Here then we have the testi-
mony of those two prophets as to the propriety of Christ’s

| suffering.  The greatest stumbling block to the Jews in the way
| of receiving Christ, was that He died as a malefactor. But here

through the

ii., 1-8, the

-liminary re-
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|
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loses and Elias bear testimony to the fact that Christ must
Suffer. Again, Moses and Elias appeared as they appeared in
glory.  This teaches us a separate state of spirits. Then the
disciples knew Moses, and this he thought was conclusive evi-
dence of the doctrine that we shall know each other in heaven.

Mr. Prinnivs sang, “It is good to be here,” and subsequently
the Convention joined in singing Come ye disconsolate.”

INTRODUCTION OF FOREIGN DELEGATES.

The Presipent introduced to the Convention, Rev. W. F.
Crafts, of Haverhill, Massachusetts ; Rev. N. Weiss, from Paris,
France, and Mr. C. M. Morton, of the Brooklyn “ Bethel Mission,”
all of whom were very cordially received.

Rev. Mr. Crarrs—1I return your greeting, and meet you asa
company of Sunday School workers. There is no surer bond of
union between nations than that of a common lesson, and 1 rejoice
to come here and find you studying the same lesson with us on the
other side. It makes me feel that there is something binding us
together. I was a few weeks ago in London and met the same

hearty greeting there from the Sunday School Union, that I have
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met here. There was one thing about the English part of the
Vienna Exposition that attracted my attention. Tt was the books of
the London Sunday School Union and by their side the Bible in 219
languages, exhibited by the Bible Society. When he saw this col-
Jection and remembered that the London Sunday School Union had
agreed to teach the same lesson with us, 1 looked forward to no
distant day when this international idea would encircle the whole
world, and on the same day the Bible would be opened in these 219
languages at the same passage and the united prayers of Christians
everywhere would be centered on the same subject.  Oh, what a
power shall then come upon teachers and scholars when we have
the united prayers of the world turned upon one passage of the
Word of God! The international cable is a great thing, but a
greater and a grander thing i this international lesson, hinding us
all in one brotherhood. There is nothing so near the brotherhood
of the race as the brotherhood of Sunday achool workers.  (Cheers.)

Rev. F. H. MARLING read a letter from A Woodruff, Fsq.,
introducing Rev. Mr. Weiss, from France :

Rev. Mr. Weiss then came forward and was received with
hearty cheering. He said he had been speaking  the English
language only about five or six weeks, and he hoped they would
excuse him if he did not say more than that he was glad to be here.
He was especially pleased to attend this Convention because in his
own country they had no Conventions like this. There were but few
Sunday Schools in France compared with the number in this country,
and in the United States. Towever, they were doing their utmost
to increase the number. He brought the Convention the most
hearty greetings of their Sunday school community in France.
(Cheers.)

Mr. C. M. Morton said .1 am glad to be here. I feel my
own heart has been blessed. Let us pray that God’s Dlessing may
rest upon this Convention, that we may be all better fitted for our
work, especially in spirit.

Mr. PuiLLips sang, “ Battling for the Lord,” and prayer was
offered up by Mr. Morton and Rev. J. Learoyd ; Rev. Dr. O’Meara

pronoun(‘cd the benediction, and the session came to a close.
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FOURTH SESSION.

The Convention re-assembled at 2.30 p.m., and after devotion-
al exercises, Rev. S. J. Boddy, of Toronto, read a paper upon

ORDER AND DISCIPLINE IN THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

Rev. S. J. Boppy said, in dealing with the subject which has been
;wgignmll.n me, ““The order and discipline of the Sabbath School,” 1
propose to do two things : first, to state what T understand by order,
and*secondly to point oub what is needful to secure it.

What do T understand by order in the Sabbath School ? T reply,
comething different from order in the church, and different also from
order in the day school.  In the church perfect quietness must ]n'(z\'&il,
except during those portions of the service in which the congregation
are expected to join.  Andeven then the voice of the people should
b as the voice of one man. In the day school, also, nothing can be
tolerated which savours of licence. There perfect stillness may be
iinproper, and to expect it therefore may be unreasonable. But it is
ot unreasonable to expect instant obedience ; nor can the teacher be
plamed who uses all his authority to enforce it, called as he often is to
minister simple-handed to a erowd of children, most of them disliking
study, and overflowing with animal spirits.

But it is different with the Sabbath School,  Here the great ob-
ject fs to present veligion attractively to the children ; the more so
becatse often they are required to attend chureh where they must
needs be subjected to great rostraint. 1t is a lamentable fact that
jnany who once attended the Sabbath School, now speak of it with
disgust, and are living in a state of hardened indifference to the truth.
May not cne reason of this be—nay is it not sometimes given as &
reason—that the Sabbath School attendance was made irksome and
unpleasant ! that harsh rules were harshly enforced, and little was
attempted to interest and attract 7 At all events 1 feel satisfied thab
everything like harshiness is out of place in the Sabbath School, and
that even the nicest order is too dearly purchased if the children are
so kept under as to be made uncomfortable. ~ Of course, indeed, some
rules must be laid down and be enforced.  The children should be
requested to attend if possible in good time ; to come in and go out
to abstain from all unnecessary noise ; to listen attentively

quiotly ;
lo whatever he may

to what the teacher has to say, and in general to ¢

tell them. But more than this appears to me unnecessary, and I can-
1ot but feel that those teachers and superintendents who expect more,
are aiming at too lofty a standard.  There are those who look crossly
at every child who ventures either to smile or to whisper,—who can-
who seem to expect a

1ot overlook the least symptom of* fidgeting,
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solemmity in the school which even ab church is almost beyond the
limits of juvenile attainment,—who think it necessary to see and take
notice of everything that is amiss, and to deal with infirmities as
though they were crimes. Such persons doubtless mean well, and possib-
ly would make excellentschool masters, but as teachers and superinten-
dents they have I think mistaken their calling. For my part I con-
fess a liking for the hum of many voices in tho Sabbath School,
provided it is not too loud. I like to see the children ontor with a
smile, and look happy and contented as long as the attendance lasts.
Lven the occasional sound of subdued laughter docs not greatly dis-
turb me ; nor do 1 decm it necessary to interfere because 1 see little
things going on which are not in themselves to be commended. Tt is
enough for me that sufliciont order is maintaingd to enable every
teacher to speak with comfort to his class, that at least there is nothing
like confusion or unruliness, and that if ever [ do raiso my voice—
which is not often— immediate silence is the result.  With less than
this [ would not be contented for a moment ;dut 1 neither expect nor
ask for more,

9. But now for what is needful® to secure the amount of order
which I contend for.  Tlere several things may be specified, séme of
them essential, and all deserving of a distinet mention,

Something will depend on the school-louse itself, and its internal
arrangements. 1 poss iblo it should be airy and welk ventilated, and in
winter just warmed sufficiently for comfort.  To expect children to sit
(uietly when they are oppre A with heat or freezing with cold, is un-
reasonable. 1t will also. be found conducive to order to isolate the
classes as much as possible, and give the children nothing to stare at.
A favourite idea of mine has long been to separate the classes by
means of a small curtain, which could be drawn back during the
opening and closing excercises : but 1 have never yet seen my way to
carry it out, One thing however I have sccured and found it very
useful, and that is matting, not indeed for the whole school, but for

the passages.  Lalso lay tonsiderable stress on having the forms and
chairs arranged in their places with mathematical accuracy. It has

always scemed to me that a class slovenly aranged invites disorder.

Then, again, something will depend on the time of day when the
school is held. T believe that in most Sabbath Schools the attendance
is in the afternoon. This in some respects may be the most convenient
time, and may secure the presence of more scholars.  But as far as
order is concerned; T am satisfied, after 30 years’ experience, that it is
not nearly so good a time as the morning.  In the morning children
come fresh to their work ; but in the afternoon, what with church first
and pudding afterwards, they are apt to be restive and untractable. 1
have indeed an afternoon attendance at my own school, besides one in
the morning —but it is very short, and all the children are expected
to do is to join in the singing of five or six hymms, and listen to one

\
i
i

or twobr
worth tw

custom,
—;('I\illlrcll
School,-
sometim
when pi
parative
have lea
go to sc
natura
Proper
way, an
would 1
cipline
M
shall s
other Iy
One su
dent’s v
the mis
It seem
of this
howeve
tried in
ing are
teacher
strongl
what
by his
refused
5(“10(\1.
quietn
self, w
T ther
into a
face ;
length
the ful
becam

equall
]

few tl
books
wishe




d the
| take
s as
ossib-
inten-
[ con-
chool,
iith a
lasts.
ly dis-
) little

1t is
M’&'I‘y
othing
l)iﬂ\'—«—
s than
ect nor

[ order
;\511](\ q)f

nternal
and in
n to sit
[, s un-
late the
'e ab.
sses by
ng the
way to
it very
but for
rms and
It has
lisorder.
rhen the
endance
nvenient
s far as
that it is
children
ireh first
table. 1
35 0ne in
expected
:n to one

131

[ believe one hour in the morning is

or twohriel stirring addre
worth two at any other pe riod.
Again, something will depend upon the parents. 1t is an odious
custom, which seems to prevail extensively, for these to allow  their
sehildren to act very much as they please in regard to the Sabbath
School,—to go here or to go there—to go sometimes to one school and
sometimes to another ; occasionally to two or three at a time, especially
when pic-nics are in contemplation. Tt may he feared also that com-
paratively few parents care to nestion their children as to what they
have learned, or take pains to see that they study their lessons, and
o to school in good time.  How can order be looked for when the
natural guardians of the scholars thus miserably neglect their duty ?
Properly they should co-operate with the teacher in every possible
way, and make a point of seeing him every now and then,  If they
would but do this, the gain wonld be areat in all respects, and the dis-
cipline of the school would he improved immensely.
Moreover, also, something will depend upon the children.  Who
hall say how benelicial is the influence of a good child ! On the
other hand, who shall say how haneful is the influence of a had child !
One such is enough to demoralize a whole class ; and the superinten-
dent’s wisdom is often taxed to the utmost in deciding how to prevent
the mischiof of his evil influence, while yet giving him a fair chance.
It scems hard to expel a boy altogether ; but yev occasionally severity
of this kind to one may be kindness to the whole school.  The step,
however, need not be taken till various other expedients have been
tried in vain, and among these T would pa ticularly mention the plac-
ing a refractory scholar among other boys, and under the care of a new
teacher—the communicating with his parents, and the appealing
strongly in private to his own better feelings ; stress being laid upon
what is commendable in him, T remember once having to take a boy
by his collar and force him to occupy a pm'l‘iculm‘ seat, he had openly
refused to mind what T had said, and then had attempted to leave the
sehool.  The result of this decisive step was to produce unusual
quietness among the other scholars, but T could see that the boy him-
self, who must have heen twelve years of age, was intensely mortified.
I therefore, on dismissing the school, requested him to come with me
into a class room. Then taking him by the hand I looked him in the
face ; 1 addressed to him a few words of kind remonstrance, and at
length extracted from him a promise that he would behave better for
the future ; and 1 am thankful to say that he kept his promise, and
became a very good boy.  Probably a similar course would prove

equally effectual in other cases.

Then, again, much will depend upon the librarian. To my mind
few things have a greater tendency to disorder than the giving out of
books in sehool time.  So strongly have L felt this that I have often
wished that the library could be kept separate from the school alto-
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gether. Since however that cannot be doue, the librarian musp exer
cise his office as discreetly as possible.  Let him move about no more
than he can help. Let him have a fixed plan, and adhere to it strictly ;
and if it be his offiee to give out Bibles and Hymn Books, let him be
gure to be at his post some Little time before the school opens. I
some schools the library is kept in a small room by itself, and the
librarian only makes his appearance when the school is closing.  Such
schools——I was going to say are to be envied—but at all events they
are to be congratulated.

Then, of course, a great deal will depend on the teacher.  Does
he wish to have his class in good order Then, for one thing, et him
be punctual and regular in his own attendance. A class left to itself
for b minutes before the teacher arrives is almost sure to get disor
ganized. Moreover, let him be careful to keep 1 his elildren before
Lim. T have seen teachors sit s0 far forward in their class, that per-
haps two or three of the little ones would he out of their sight. How
could T be disappointed in expecting to sce those litble ones having
quiet game of fun among themselves 1 Above all things, let him never
Thear a scholar say a lesson by himself, while the rest of the class are’
sitting down. In one class the same lesson should be appointed for
all, and all should say it together. Probably the best plan is to make
all stand up, and then hear the lesson through about twice, giving
each child a small but uncertain portion to repeat. In this way no
opportunity is given for private conversation ; and while the kunow-
ledge of the children is equally tested, much precious time is redeemed,
which is another great advantage. I would also say to teachers,—and
I say it feelingly, as one who has suffered by their not attending to
the point—that it would help wonderfully to prevent disorder, if they
would get their place supplied when they are unavoidably absent, ov
olse communicate with the superintendent sote day of the preceding
week. Tt is destructive of all order that a class should be left with-
b o teacher ; and yet what is the superintendent to do who finds
nnexpectedly that perhaps sevoral classes are vacant!

But after all the order of the Sabbath School will depend mainly
on the Superintendent, it being his special business to sec that every-
thing is conducted properly. Here it is a serious question—what
kind of man the Superintendent is1 As for some oxcellent teachers
it is not in them to preserve order; and if the superintendent be o
person of this stamp, no amount of zeal will prevent his school {rom

being a Babel. Assuming, however, that he is organically fitted to

ml;e the lead, I would venture to offer the following suggestions :

/" TFirst. Let him devote himself to his proper work of superintend-

ing, and on no_account teach a single class, unless oceasionally for a

fow minutes. When he speaks, it should be to the whole school.
Seconly. Let him keep a vigilant eye to what is going on, so that

each class may feel that its conduet is under inspection.
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Thirdly, let him be on the best of terms with every teacher, and
never interfere with a class except to exalt the teacher in the eyes of
his scholars.  On no account let him find fault with a teacher except
in private.

Fourthly. Let his manner e calm, dignified, and self-poss sed ;
and on 1o account let him lose his temper. Let him give no unnecessary
order, but when an order has been given, let him never allow it to be
While kind to all, let him not tolerate the least insub-

trifled with.
ordination.

Fifthly. Let him never be late or absent except from necessity.
1f absent let iim get his place well supplied:

Sixthly. Let him prevent all unnecessary moving about. In dis-
missing the school let him see that only onc class moves at a time.

1t is probable that these hints may be added to with advantage.
But T have already trespassed oo long on the attention of this Con-
vention, and certainly 1 have said a great deal more than 1 intended.
| can only hope that deficiencies will he supplied in the discussion

which is now to follow.

The PristpENT announced the subject open for discussion in
brief addresses, not exceeding five minutes cach.

Mr. JouN MCGREGOR, of Galt, said in his school they opencd(
the library half an hour before the teaching began. During this\
half hour the teachers held a prayer meeting in a separate room,
praying for the Dlessing of God upon the exercises that were to
follow.  All this time the librarian is in his place and gives out all
the books that have to be given out that day. At half-past nine the
library is closed and if a child comes in after that he gets no book.
‘T'his produces promptitude on the part of the children. They found
it was best to dispense with papers altogether, and found it an
advantage to be without them. With regard to the other matters
mentioned by Mr. Boddy in his excellent address he fully concurred
in them.

Mr. MCALLISTER, of Cartwright, said the remarks of the last
speaker referred principally to towns and cities.  In rural districts it
would be impossible to carry out ‘hat plan. In his school they had
no difficulty ; the books and papers were given out at the close of
the school.  With regard to the superintendent he concurred in the
views of Mr. Boddy that he should be careful not to be harsh or to
to show unnecessary authority. There was no difficulty in making
the school pay attention, A look of the eye ora nod of the head
was usually quite effective.  As far as they were concerned they had
managed a school for five or six years, summer and winter, and
found no trouble in keeping order. They had introduced period-
ical literature as preferable to books, and the children liked it better.
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Mr. C. M. Morron—1I belicve the principal cause of disorder
in all Sabbath Schools is the Library. K might tell you how we
manage in our school. 1 have eight classes and ‘we manage to have
the books delivered without any disorder. When the scholar goes
into the class he has in his hand a card with the number of the
Look marked on it, and when the class is all in, and while they are
singing—we sing four or five hymns—the teacher takes those cards
up to the librarian. While the lesson is going on the librarian
arranges the books according to classes, and when the lesson is over
and they are again singing, he drops the books into the hands of each
wacher. In this way we have no trouble at all with our library.
But I do believe the practice of giving a good gospel paper every
Sunday will do more good than giving out these miscellaneous books.
I do not know how it is in Canada, but in the States two-thirds
of our library books are not fit to read. The taste for such a
low class of literature as the New York Zedger is formed, 1 believe,
by readipg trashy novels obtained from our Sabbath Schools. With
referenck to the question * when should a boy be expelled from the
Sabbath School ?” 1.do not think there is a boy in any Sabbath
School in Toronto that gives his teacher more trouble than I did.
I do not believe there ever ought to be a boy expelled from
Sabbath School. 1 believe it is right to work three months to get a
boy, but I would not let him go after I dv get him. I would notlet a
boy know that T think he is disorderly. You mark him if you do
as a disorderly boy. If you have a disorderly oy, invite him up
to tea, not to lecture him, but talk over the interests of the school
with him.  Ask him what he thinks should be done to keep every-
thing in perfect order. (lLaughter.) 1f you do it honestly and
kindly he will readily devise some means for you. But when we
come to fault-finding—even when it is deserved—we lose our
power. There is a better way; there is a way of kindness. As
pastors and superintendents we do not want to deal with our
schools so much as a whole, as with individuals. If there is a boy
sick 16t us deal with him ; if there is a boy unruly let us deal with
him ; and let the rest go. And the love of Christ will solve the
whole difficulty.  (Cheers.)

Mr. Joun L DincLe, of Pittsburg, Pa., said, if he had a child
that would not do as he wished, he would take him by himself and
read to him a few verses of the word of God. The power of kind-
ness did a great deal.  Parents, too, should give them good advice

and teach them habits of obedience.

Mr. C. D. Scorr said he agreed that the library was a cause of
disorder in the Sabbath School, but that it was the chief cause, if
properly conducted, he did not think. When the library was dis-
tributed accordifg to the plan explained by Mr. Morton he did not
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sec any reason why it should cause disorder. In his school they
conducted the library upon the same plan, with the exception that
they distributed no book till the school was closed. —After the
closing hymn and prayer they distributed the books and papers ; the
scholars receive them as they are going out. They did not allow
the scholars to have a book to look at even while they were closing.
Now, if every superintendent would require his librarian to distribute
the books in that way, he did not sce how the library could cause
any disorder. He differed from a previous speaker who preferred
papers to books. While papers answered a very good purpose, they
found in towns and cities that a large portion of the scholars were
not satisfied with a little Sunday School paper. They wanta book
to read. Young men and women from fifteen to twenty are not
satisfied with a child’s paper. He believed that a well-selected
library was a good thing, but he quite agreed that a great many of the
works they got were trashy and had no business in the Sabbath
School.

Dr. O'MEara observed that punctuality meant a different thing
as applied to superintendent from what it did when applied to
teachers. With a teacher it was sufficient for him to be in his place
in time for the beginning of the opening exercises ; but that would
not do for the superintendent.  He ought to be in his place from
the time the first scholar arrives till the last one leaves, in order to
preserve order. He was very much pleased with the remarks of
Mr. Morton respecting the power of love d kindness and appeals
to the honour of the children. He had tried that plan in his own
school and found he could always rely upon the honour of the
children.

Rev. W. W. Surenerp—I believe it tends towards securing
order for the whole school, including the teachers and officers, to
join in the opening and closing exercises. 1 have noticed in some
schools some of the teachers preparing the lesson while the opening
hymn was being sung. [t appears to me that such a practice would
create in the minds of the children a feeling that service of song is
not of miich account, and tend to encourage disorder. When we
sing 1 think all should join in. Not even the librarian should be
allowed to pass up and down, mnor any other officer of the school.
Let all join in the service of song and you create the impression
upon the school that it is very important.

Mr. JOHNSON, of Belleville,—If there were more frequent
singing during the session of the Sabbath School it would aid greatly
in maintaining discipline and order. ~ Even older people feel it very
uncomfortable to be compelled to sit still for any length of time, and
young people feel it much more keenly. But the frequent change
of position occasioned by singing, relieves the children and helps to




S el

46

preserve order. There is another point with regard (o the library.
My own impression is that one of the signs of the coming millen-
nium will be the settlement of the library question. (Laughter.)
It has been discussed at every Provincial Convention, and notwith-
standing the fact that brethren from all parts of the country have
been told over and over again thata very simple remedy for the
difficulty 1s not to distribute books during the school hour but at
the close, we have the matter continually brought up. 1f you will give
no book to your school during the school hour except God’'s Word,
you will do away with a great deal of the disorder complained of.
There is another point that should be noticed.  We have in
some of our schools two or three teachers who have a loud voice,
and in their carnestness and enthusiasm their voices usually drown
the others. The result is that the others have to raise their voices,
and the school becomes more like 2 Babel than a well.conducted
Sabbath School.  If those two or three could be got to subdue their
voices it would add very much to the order of the school.  With
regard to the selection of a superintendent, the order of a school
depends greatly upon a proper selectioh. If you see a farmer who
has a disorderly farm, do not select him for superintendent, cven if
he is warden of the county or occupies any other prominent position,
he will be sure to have a disorderly school if he is superintendent.
The same rule may be applied to the merchant or any other class of
men. 1f you want to get an orderly superintendent you must get a
man who has the talent for order.

Rev. Mr. MuLLEN, of Fergus, said he believed one of the most
effectual ‘means of keeping order in the Sabbath School was for
every teacher to come with heart and head prepared for the work,
and be able by means of pictures and other forms of illustration to
keep the attention of his class. He believed in perfect silence in
the Sabbath School.

Mr. Priiips sang ¢ 1 have heard of a Saviour’s love.”

THE BIBLE AS A BOOK.

Prof, Cavex saide—1 am not quite sureas to the line of remark
which it is intended T should follow : the subject secus to be quite

large and somewhat indefinite. The observations 1 shall offer will

refor chiefly to firo points,— the structure of the Book and the guar-
antees which we have of its uncorrupted transmission to us.

The term Bible, as almost cvery one knows, simply means (he
Book or the Books.  This designation was not bestowed on the sacred
volume at first ; it was not given before the fourth century. Previous
to that time the word of God was spoken of as the Seriptures—the Holy
Seriptures—or the Sucred Writings. The famous Greek father Chry-
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sostormn was the first, so far as we know, to apply the term Bible to the
entire collection of documents which we receive as from God.  Since
his time the term has been in common use.

The simplest aud most primary Division of the Sacred Writings
is the division into the Old and New Testaments, or Covenants. The
name Testament, in this application, has the sanction of the Apostle
Paul : he speaks of the vail being upon the heart of the unhelieving
Jews in the “reading of the Old Testament.” The word relates pri
marily to the Feonomy or Dispensation—Old or New—and then to
the inspired writings specially belonging to it—specially connected

with it.
The Jews were accustomed to speak of the Old Testament under

the threcfold division of the Law, the Prophets and the Psalms. A
fourfold classification of the Old Testament writings is more common
among  Christian scholars : first, the Peutateuch or five Books of
Moses 5 second, the Historical Books 5 third, the Doctrinal or Poetical

Books ; and fourth, the Prophetical Books. Many other divisions and
sub-divisions have been proposed, but T need mnot trouble you with
them.

We must not for a moment forget the plurality of the Bible: it
is not a single hook but a collection of books ; and consists, in the
Old Testament, of thirty-nine distinct and separate documents ; and,
in the New Testament, of twenty-seven. The composition of these

\ Documents extended over a long period. I cannot here enter into the
question of chronology ; but we all know that the Exodus from Egypt,
aceording to the ordinary reckoning, took place about 1500 years
before Christ; and that the Pentateuch, or five first books of the
Bible, were written shortly after this event. The composition of the

1ok of the Revelation of John must be set down about 95 years affer
(hrist.  Thus a period of nearly sixteen centuries is covered by the
composition of the Sacred Whitings.  And yet from Moses to John—
Jow remarkable this is—you have one aim steadily in view ; the con-
«istent, harmonious, symmetrical development of one great plan. 1In
the midst of great diversity you have not only congruity but a perfect
unity.  You have progress but still unity’; and we may apply to the
revelation of Himself which God has vouchsafed, what is said of the
path of the just—*it is like the shining light which shineth more
and more unto the perfect day.”  This is no minor indication of the
divine origin of these writings ; but, ab present, we can do nothing
heyond refering to it.  No difficulties arising from apparent discrep-
ancies of the Bible with science, or with history, or discrepancies as
between one part of the Bible and another, can ever cancel the argu-
ment for its divinity furnished by the marvellous unity of these sixty-
six compositions, \v)'it(ten by so many. hands, through so many cen-

turies. X
But, it may be asked? was due care exercised in the admission of
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documents into the Canon of Scripture— into this collection of sacred
books? Now I may su)‘,——un(l those who are conversant with these
matters—will brar me out in saying, that the most serupulous care
was exercised, whether by, the Jewish or the Christian Chureh, in ad
mitting books into the Canon. The genuine was carefully distinguish
od from the spurious, the true from the false, the inspired from the
uninspired, the Canonical from the Apoeryphal.  No accusation camr
be brought against the Jews of corrupting the Word of God or deal-
ing carelessly with it ¢ their care indeed amounted to superstition ; as
witness their counting the words and letters of the entire Old Testa-
ment, and noting every peculiarity even in the shape of the letters as
found in their manuscripts. An equal, and more enlightened care was
exercised by the Christian (‘hurch.

The Canon of the Ol Testament scems to have been finally
determined in the time of Fzra, and under his authority ; though
some respectable scholars argue that a later date must be tixed.  (Da-
vidson, about B. €."200.) The New Testament Canon was finally
fixed and determined towards  the end of the fourth century. The
credentials of the several books were most cagerly and  carefully ean-
rassed—everything was subjected to the most testing ordeal ;—every
part of Scripture, /. e. regarding which there could possibly be any
dispute.  The details canmot well be here given ; but T may simply
state that the books of the New “Postament, regarding which contro-
versy was held, and which were not, on all hands allowed to take
their place at once in the Canon were the Epistle to the Tebrews, the
9nd Epistle of Peter, the Epistle of James, the 2nd and 3rd Epistles
of John, the Epistle of Jude, and the Revelation. We can casily
conjecture the reasons why, in some quarters, doubt was for a season
entertained respecting these parts of the New Testament. The He-
brews was suspected because it Dears the name of no writer, and be-
cause its style seems somewhat unlike that of Paul, to whom it was
usually ascribed ; the Epistle of James from the apparent conflict of
its teachings with those of Paul ; 2nd Peter, chiefly from the remark-
able character of its third chapter, and its coincidence with Jude ; the
Epistles of John from their great brevity and their not being address
ed to any church @ Jude from its relation to 2nd Peter; and the Re-
velation from the extraordinary character of its contents. Nothing
was taken for granted—nothing overlooked ; and not till the whole
Churel, Fast and West, had attained to satisfaction, was the question
of the Canon declared to he sottled and the imprimatur of the church
put upon the intefwity of the Book. From the time referred to—the
end of the fourth century—it may be said that the question of the
Canon was hardly raised till the last century ; when a rationalism, to
whose profane touch nothing was sacred, began to infest the churches
of the continent. No one who knows anything of the genius of
modern Rationalism will be surprised that the same audacious unbelief
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which has attacked all the principal doctrines of Seripture, and
Jaughed at the inspiration of Seripture, should set forth views totally
inconsistent with any certainty in the canon ; which in fact abolish
the distinction between canonical and uncanonical.

‘We may have the fullest confidence in the canonical character of
the whole Bible ; nor should we fail to thank God for the jealous care
respecting this very important matter, with which He inspired the
(hurch in early times.

But what shall we say regarding the transmission of the Book to
our own  time,— through so many ages, so many changes, s0 many
revolutions?  We are told in some quarters that the text of the Bible
has been greatly corrupted, and that criticism has amassed such a num-
ber of Various Readings that the Documents in which they are found
cannot be regarded as authoritative now, whatever they once were.
Tt is alleged that copyists, sometimes through negligence, sometimes
of design, have so changed and marred the text—so corrupted the
Text as first given—that its authority is quite lost. ~And many who
would not state the case 80 strongly yet insinuate doubt regarding the
substantial accordance of this Book as we now have it, with the Book
as originally written. Can it be that, time, whose eating tooth is om
every thing, has not corroded the sacred volume? THave ignorance,
and “heresies and revolutions not defaced it ?

Many pious persons hearing of these Various Readings—hearing
that Biblical criticism is employing itself in collecting  thousands and
thousands of Readings different frsm those found in the ordinary text,
have been quite apprehensive regarding the result ; they bave feared
that the confidence of the people in the integrity/and anthority of
(1o's Word would be shaken ; they have “trembled for the ark of
the Lord,” and sometimes, even the labours of textual critigs have

been denounced as irreligious. It is well known that the grept and
good John Owen was much alarmed by the labours of Bishop iValton
in conneetion with the editing of the London Polyglott. He/wished
to arrest the criticism of the textin the intercsts of the faithand com-
fort of the Christian people. The motive was commendable, but the
fear was misplaced. True and reverent criticism of the text—the ac-
cumulation of all possible material for such criticism<the correction
of the Text in accordance withgthe Readings that ax‘*@ best attested,
can never injure the Bible and should not alarm any gf its friends.

Despite the protest of Owen the work of collecting variations in
the authorities for the text, went on; and in the time of Bentley
these wero known to amount to not less than 30,000. Bentley,—the
most illustrigus textual critic, perhaps, that Englaud has ever produced,
— had made, as is well known, extensive preparations for an edition
of the Greek New Testament, and was thoroughly conversant with
the state of its Text, even as he was with that of the classics. Hear,
then, this-famous critic :—*The text of the sacred wiiters is compet-
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ently exact indeed in the worst manuscripts now.‘extzmt; nor is one
article of faith or moral precept cither perverted or lost in them ;
choose as awkwardly as you will, chooso the worst by design out of
the whole lump of Readings.” Again—* Make your 30,000 varia-
tions as many more : all the better to a knowing and a serious reader,
who is thereby more richly furnished to select what he sees genuine.
But put them into the hands of a knave or a fool, and yet with the
most sinistrous and absurd ¢hoice, he shall not extinguish the light of
any one chapter, nor disguise Christianity, but that every feature of it
will still bd the same.”

The work of collecting Readings has gone still forward, and we
ghould require ngw to speak of variations in the New Testament text
as more than 100,000 in number ; but on Bentley’s principle, which is
certainly the sound one, the Text,of the Bible is approaching nearer
and nearer to absolute purity. <

Let it be well understood that nine-tenths of these variations
have reference fo matters which do not in any degree aftect the sensc :
perhaps to the spelling of a word, or to the order in which certain
words are arranged, or to the use of one term or another—one particle
or another—of almost identical meaning.  And when the variations
are of more importance, they very seldom, in any way, atfect the teach-
ings of the passages where they occur.  You may take any reading
you choose and the teaching remains the same. \

[t ia not denied that the genuineness of a few passages of great
importance, has been called in question, perhaps discredited.  No
critic of any name will now stand up for the genuineness of 1 John,
5. 7. “For there are three that bear record in heaven, &c.” Very

probably we should in 1 Tim. 3. 16., read, * who was manifested in
the flosh, &e,” instead of— (fod was manifested in the flesh, &e.”
But will any man say that the doctrine of the Lord’s divinity is im-
perilled by giving up the one passage and modifying, as proposed, the
other? Are there not scores and hundreds of passages in the New
Testament which assert and imply this fum%umunml truth, the genuine-
ness of which cannot be impugned, and in which no variations are
found ! It is long since errorists have abandoned all hope of seeur-
ing criticism as an ally.  The divinity and atonement of the Lord;
His resurrection from the dead ; the pul*mnmlity of the Holy Spirit ;
rcgt-ncrutiun and sanctification ; an et al state of rewards and pnn-
ishments,—these and all the other great truths of Scripture are s0
clearly and amply attestod—so embedded in- the sacred records, that
they can neither gain nor lose by any discoveries that Textual criticism
has to make.  Let no believer in the doctrines of the Gospel thereforc
view with suspicion the progress of this science. The more guceessful-
ly it is prosc(;utul——t.hc more completely the materials collected are
applied to the emendation of the Text, the nearer will that Text
approach to perfect purity—to the very words which the Holy Ghost
spake.  Criticism and Interpretation are both friends of Evangelical
religion.
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What vouchers then have we for the arcuracy of the Text of the
Scriptures ? And what are the sources whence the Various Readings
gpoken of are drawn 1 How can we anthenticate the Text of the Old
and New Testamentggas it comes into our hand 1

Well, it may be answered that there are three sources of Textual
criticism—three classes of vouchers for the Text: these are Manu-
seripts, Versions, Citations in early writers.

We have MMS. of the New Testament as old as the fourth or fifth
century. Most probably three of our most important MSS. containing
almost the whole of the New Testament, belong to this period—the
Alexandrine, the Vatican and the Sinaitic manuscripts.  We cannot
go into any lengthened remarks on this extensive subject, or sketch
the history of the MSS. named, and of others of almest equal import-
ance.  Wo may simply say that the Alexandrine MS. came from Con-
stantinople to England in the reign of Charles I, and is now kept in
the British Museum ; the Vatican MS., which is of equal age and
perhaps of cqual value, is in the Library of the Vatican palace in
Rome, where this vene rable treasure was long concealed from the eyes
of scholars, though now at length it has been competently edited ;
and that the Sinaitic MS. was discovered by the illustrious Biblical
critic Tischendorf in the convent of St. Catharine’s on Mount Sinai,
and finally came into his possession about fourteen years ago. It has
heen most accurately edited by him, and the codex itself is now the
property of the Emperor of Russia, and is kept in St. Petersburg.

These three MSS, are specimens of the older and better class ;
but there are many others of almost equal antiquity ; some of them
containing the greater part of the New Testament, some the Gospels,
or the Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles, or the Epistles of Paul,
or the Pastoral Epistles, or single books, or even parts of books.
Altogether there are many hundreds of Manuseripts ; some as old as
the middle (perhaps) of the fourth century, some as recent as the in-
yention of printing ; some written in uncial or capital letters, some
in cursive or small letters. These MSS. are generally of parchment or
vellum, and the hest of them are written with great care. They wore
produced in Asia and Africa and Furope—in all the chief centres of
the Church, East and West. .

Manuscripts, then are the first and chief source of Readings, and
the chief vouchers for the Text ; and whilst the comparing or collat-
ing of MSS. has resulted in the accumulation of so many various
Readings, it has also enabled us to say—to affirm  with entire confi-
dence—that the Text of the New Testament as we now read it,
agrees in all things substantial, with the Text as it came from the
sacred penmen.

The MSS. of the Old Testament are neither so numerous nor so
ancient as those of the New, but they are still of great value ; and of
themselves alone would determine the close identity of our present
toxt with that which existed in the seventh or eighth century.
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I named as the second source of criticism the versions or transla-
gions of the original Seriptures made aban carly period.  The Old
Testament was translated  into the (ireck tongue in the third century
before Christ. This celebrated translation is called the Septuagin, or
the Seventy ; and, as Jewish tradition bears, was 80 named because
seventy-two persons were employed by Ptolemy Philadelphus in mak-
ing it.  Others find the explanation of the name in the supposition
that it was sanctioned by the Sanhedrim or great council of the Jews,
which consisted of seventy or seventy-two members. The Jews have
many incredible incidents to relato concerning the exccution of this
translation ; but the document which connects the King of Egypt with
it is now ascertained to bea forgery, and the most probable account of
its origin is that it was made for the use of the Greek  speaking Jews
in the north of Egypt. Well, whatever its origin, it agrees in the
main with the Tebrew Text as we now have it ; there are passages in
the Septuagint testifying to a Text somewhat different from ours, butb
the Book is substantially the same in the Greek translation and in the
Hebrew as found inour printed Bibles.

About the heginning of the second century the New Testumont
was rendered into Syriac, and this translation— the Teschito as it is
usually termed—agrees quite closely with our present Greek text.

At a very carly period of the Chuistian Church the entire Bible
was rendered in the Latin tongue 5 there may indeed have heen more
than one carly Latin version ; but between the ycears A D, 382 and
405, Jerome, one of the most famous of the fathers in the Western
Church, 1rl‘u<lllt'(‘\l o Latm translation which has attained to great
celebrity.  This is the pulgate. 1t is the great authority with the
Church of Rome; so far as Rome may be said to give authority to
Seripture at all.  In several passages, the Church of Rome, it is more
than probable, has tampered with the Jabours of Jerome-—has modified
the translation to suit its own nece sities ; but still the vulgate re-
mains, on the whole, a good and faithinl translation ; and was clearly
made from MSS. differing but little from those which have come
down to us.

Many other versions of the New Testament, or of both 0Old and
New were exgeuted atan carly period ; such as the Acthiopic, the
Armenian, the Thebaic, the Memphitic, the (Gothie.  As fast,
indeed, as the Christian faith went to the nations, the Seriptures, in
whole or in part, were rendered into their vernacular tongues.

You clearly sce, then, that the Seriptures could not, inany es-
sential point, be altered or corrupted.  As soon as translations  were
made and people of different nations and languages became custodians
of the Book, conuption—intentional or systematic alteration—became
absolutely impossible.  One nation, one section of the church, had
bad faith anywhere existed, would watch another.: The Jews and the
Chuistians would be a check upon cach other asaegards the Old Testa-
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ment.  The Tatin Church would take cognizance of the Greek, and
the Gireck of the Latin., The orthodox would watch the heritical
sects, and these seets, with keen eyes, would watch the Catholies. No
more p(msﬂll“ would it be, in early times, to alter Scripture for party
purposes or to corrupt it through carelesness, than at the present day.
And, surely I do uot need to say that no section of the church in the
present <l:iy——Epiﬁl'()puliun, Baptist, Methodist, l’rt‘s\1ytm’iuxr——«:ould
alter a single jot or tittle in the words of inspimtirm < all countries,
all pl-nplos, all Dranches of the church keep wateh and ward over the
gacred volume.

I have not time to dwell dpon the third source of Textual Criti-
cism—citations in catly writers. Let me simply remark that Josephus
is of considerable ralue as o witness for the text of the Old Testament,
and that many of the fathers ~especially the Greek fathers—very
especially Origen and Chrysostom, (uote Scripture very abundantly ;
and we can thus ascertain the kind of Text which they had before

them.

Looking at all the vm#&sm for the Text—all the sourc specified
_it may he safely said tha the materials for a correct edition of the
treek New Testament, aro incomparably superior to those in our pos-
gession for the editing of any Greek or Latin classic. 'Tis matter of
profound gratitude to the God of Providence that it is so ; for very
remarkably has Providence watched over the Book which is divine,
not human, in its authorship. ~ And shall we not recognize the hand
of God, as well, in the vast amount of Jabour and pains expended by
many generations of scholars in collecting and in applying the ma-
terials of criticism? for notwithstanding all the rationalism and un-
bolief unhappily found among critics, 80 powerful has the book proved
to attract the regards of scholars—so great has been the spell exerted
by it,—that no volume, ancient or modern, has received a tithe of the
aftention bestowed upon the Bible.  The devout and humble scholar
counts it his highest honour to contribute in any degree to the ascer-
tainment of its text or the elucidation of its meaning : the irreverent
and unbelieving critic cannot pass it by ; and often, in spite of him-
golf, he helps to complete, the proof that the Book has come from
God.

Allow me, in bringing these remarks to a closo, to_advert, in a
fow sentences to the great and distinguishing peculiarity of the Bible,
its {nspiration.  The Book is not merely genuine in its several parts
_written i e. by the men who profess to have penned it ; not simply
authentic—true in its histories and statements of facts ; not simply
marked by the moral elevation of its tone: we claim in addition to
all this that the Scriptuses were dictated by the Holy Ghost. This
truth is fandamental and cannot be compromised. This truth protects
and guarantees all the other truths of the Bible. Take away the
doctrine of inspiration and the Seriptures cease to be authoritative :

a
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men will believe as much or as litble as they please of what is con-
tained in them. Not long will Bible teaching as to the Lord’s per-
son, Hig atonement, the Spirit’s work, or the future state be held
sacred if Inspiration is discarded.  Break down the wall which sur-
rounds the city and all its wealth and treasures are exposed to the
cnemy.  The history of error in recent times sufficiently evinces the
importance to be attached to correct views of this much-assailed doc-
trine ; and nothing leads us to augur worse of the Broad School—so
called—than their extreme anxicty to Dbanish the doctrine of Tnspi-
ration held by the Church of God.  The ward they leave with us;
the thing they take away. For if Inspiration he nothing more than
clevated moral genius,—if Confucius and Danté and  Milton were in-
spired even as Paul and John,—if a man’s own religious consciousness
st test all writings, approving and retaining what is good, refusing
whatsoever fails to commend itself to {his infallible authority—then
where is Inspiration $ You will not expect that the creed of those
who thus treat Inspiration should long continue to differ esentially
from the old deism ; if indeed the sedductions of pantheism do nob
gain a preference for that mystical yet proud and inflated doctrine.

Jub we are told that the Seriptures themselves lay no claim to
plenary inspiration ; and that the church, in carly times, knew noth-
ing of the views on this subject now commonly held.  We have not
time to establish by references—what could easily be done—that in
the first centuries, the doctrine which we now hold, was, in its cssen-
tial features, the doctrine of all orthodox Christians ; but how exceed-
ing bold it is to make the Bible itself ignorant of this doctrine | How
express it more clearly—more definitely than in these words : “ All
Seripture is given by inspiration of God;” “the prophecy camo not
in the old times by the will of men, but holy men of God spake as
they were moved by the Toly Ghost ¥ And if the inspiration of
the Old Testament is thus asserted, not less unequivocally is the same
character claimed for the New. For not only does the Apostle Peter
class the writings of the Apostle Paul with “the other scriptures,”
Dbut the latter Apostle expressly says—“ which things also we teach,

not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy -

Ghost teacheth ; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.” The
Spirit gave the thoughts or ideas, and  the Spirit gave the words in
which they are conveyed.

We thus see what eredit should be allowed to the assertion, that
the doctrine of an inspiration which sceured the sacred writers against
all error, and qualifies them adequately to exhibit the truth, is foreign
to the Seriptures themselves. Told fast, brethren, the truth, even as
ye have been taught regarding the authority, the infallibility, the
plenary inspiration of God’s holy word. Do not be ashamed to be
called bibliolaters, and to have your views denounced as narrow and
mechanical. It is true that God has indeed spoken to us—by pro
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phets, by apostles, by His Son! Then how can we but reverence, and
value as our most precious  treasure, the Book in which He reveals
Himself, and makes known to us the way of salvation ¥

And yet, brethren,—let this be our last word—we shall not for-
get thab it is the Spirit that quickeneth.”  We need the teaching
of the Holy Ghost.  The Word of (God is but the instrument which
the Spirit uses. To turn men * from darkness unto light, and from
the power of Satan unto God”’—to convert and sanctify the human
goul—is what ¢ the letter,” even though inspired, cannot do. We
know, this day, just so much of divine truth, in it deepest and truest

of the Bible which is not directed and rendered fryitful by his help,
will profit us nothing.  Let us, therefore, whilst @ving to the holy
scriptures a place which no merely human composition may share.with
them, earnestly seck the teaching of Him who takes of the things
which are Christ’s and shews them unto us.”

Hymn, “How precious is the Book divine,” was sung by the
Convention, and Messrs. Vail and Willoughby offered up prayer.

Dr. O'MEARA.—Infidelity has boasted that a proper criticism
of the word of God would destroy the doctrines of Christianity.
siblical criticism has taken up the gauntlet, and nobly has it fought
the battle ; and the result is, that out of these various suggestions
and readings, not one of them affects a single doctrine of Christianity.
Let us acknowledge with gratitude the debt we owe to Biblical
critics.  If Biblical criticism has removed some passages that we
have been accustomed to use in defence of certain truths, these
truths are so well grounded on the word of God that the removal of
one or two passages cannot affect them. But Biblical criticisin” has
added to our evidences of Gospel truths. 1 might establish this by
many references.  One will be sufficient. I remember when I was
a student, and forming, as it were, my theological system, there was
one passage used to trouble me a great deal. That was a passage
in the glorious book of Revelation, the last chapter : Blessed are
they that do His commandments, that they may have right to the
tree of life.” That used to puzzle me. How does this consist with
other parts of God’s word that nothing we do or can do, can give
us a right to the tree of life? Biblical criticism has cleared up that
point. It is found that the words, “who do His commandments,”
ought not to be there at all, and instead of them the passage should
read, *“ Blessed are they that have washed their robes, that they may
have a right to the tree of life.”

Prof. Caven.—1 shall be sorry if I have said anything to
convey the impression that 1 deprecated or feared anything from
Biblical criticism.  On the contrary, the object of my remarks was
very much to show that we may have better confidence in the book

* meaning, as the Holy Spirit has taught us ;and ull}‘tudy of the words

?
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thus tested. If I have missed that point, I am afraid 1 have missed
my whole object. Al our most distinguished Biblical critics have
been closely connected with the Christian church. The Church of
England and the Non-Conformists have been almost equally distin-
guished of recent years in the way of Biblical criticism.  Whilst we
have Davidson and Tregelles among the latter, we have Scrivener )
and Alford among the former; Alford not great in pure criticism
perhaps, but a good commentator. But the prince of living Fng-
lish critics, Tregélles, is not simply a believer, but a man that stands
up for every jot and tittle of the word of God. The whole world
knows that criticism on the continent is resulting in the interest
of sound Christianity. )

-

BIBLE STUDY; ITS INWARD REQUISITES AND
OUTWARD HELPS.

Rev. D. J. MCDONNELL, of Toronto, addressed the Convention
on this subject. He said: 1 shall say very little, indeed, about
outward helps, because it is not necessary to say much now. Sunday
schools are continually getting suggestions with regard to special
helps,—books, newspapers, periodicals of one kind and another,
which throw light on every part of the work. It is therefore less
necessary that 1 should go into that part of the subject at all.  If you
can help yourselves by the study of the original languages in which the
Bible was written, you will have a very great advantage ; but I do
suppose there is but a small minority of Sunday school teachers that
have that advantage, and therefore you have to have recourse to
commentaries and works of various sorts which have been prepared
by learned men. I might just put in a good word here for what I
understand are not very popular with Sunday school teachers, but
which 1 consider a good help to the study of the Bible. [ mean
catechisms. 1 would not say—Dbecause I would be considered a
narrow-minded Presbyterian if 1 did—that I think it would be no
harm if all Sabbath school children learned the shorter catechism.
(Laughter.) Ido not think it would hurt either Methodists or Baptists,
because say what you will, it is an admirable compendium of the
Bible. However, 1 do notcare what catechism it is,—any catechism
you like that has been constructed for the purpose of putting the
various divine principles into a systematic shape, and showing the
one in its relation to the others. And now, I am to speak a few
words about the inward requisites, which are of more importance
than outward helps.  Perhaps I may be mistaken, but I understand
these words to refer to the spirit in which we approach the word of
God : the motives within our own hearts with which we approach

the study |
should do
that I thin
reverence.
we ought
that have
songs, Sur
colleges, 1
men. Bt
the forma
to those ¢
have read
be a wel
| approach
 of the in:
is not the
any speci
The simp
before th
first upor
fact ough
any old
ground -t
with reve
life of th
and tens
thoughts
The nex
God witl
prejudic
it. Bec

St

entirely
it is reac
= find the
importar
& what St.
heart hc
ceived

cottecte
Let us ¢
dices, n
| certain

1 what H
of cand
with th




issed
have
ch of
listin-

st we
»
vener

ficism

¥ng-
stands
world
iterest

N D

rention
- about
sunday
special
nother,
re less

If you
iich the
t I do
ers that
urse to
repared
what I
ers, but
[ mean
dered a
1 be no
techism,
Baptists,
1 of the
rtechism
ting the
ving the
k a few
portance
derstand
word of
\pproach

' 57

the study of the divine record.* Now, it- is .very important that we .,
should do this in the right spirit, T.et me: just name three elements
that I think ought to enter into our study of God's word. The firstis,
reverence.  Why, if for no other reason than that itis such an old book,
we ought to approach it with reverence. There are many old books
that have had a great influ¢nce upon the history of the world. Oold
songs, sung in Greece or Rome, that we learn yet in schools and
colleges, have an influence upon the formation of the tastes of literary
men. But here is a book that not only has\a great deal to do with
the formation of literary tastes, but ha$ a mission infinitely superior
~ to those old works.  Our fathers all through the Christian centuries
" have read this book. Thousands and thousands have found it to
' pe a wellspring of light and peace and comfort; and shall we
approach it frivolously, and say what do we care for the upholders
of the inspiration and authority of the Bible in these times? That
is not the spirit in which we should approach it, even apart from
any special knowledge we may have of the contents of the book.
The simplefact that for so many thousands of years that book has been
before the world, and been exercising such.a marvellous influence,
© first upon the Jews and then upon the Christian nations,—that single
. fact ought to make us approach it with reverence, just as we approach
| any old building, any work of antiquity,—even upon. no higher
ground than that. Let us, then, approach the study of this book
with reverence as the study of a book which has been the spiritual
life of thousands upon thousands, and is still regarded by thousands
and tens of thousands as the main guide in- the formation of their
thoughts about God and man, and duty here and destiny hereafter.
The next element I would name is that we must. study the word of
God with candour. We should approach it as free as” possible from
prejudices, from pre-conceived notions of what we expect to find in
| it. Because the fact is, that the Bible in this respect is a good deal
like the chameleon. It changes color: very often, and it depends
entirely upon the light in which it is placed, upon the spirit in which
it is read ; it depends upon what you have made up your minds to
find there, whether you find it there or not. Therefore it is of great"
importance that you should undertake the study of God’s word with .
what St. Luke describes as “a good. and honest heart.” Go with a
teart honest to the core, and whatever notions you may have con-
ceived of divine things before, be ready to have these notions
cottected by the spirit that has inspired the writers of the holy book.
Let us go to the study of God’s word as free as possible from preju-
dices, not having determined in our minds that we shall find there a
certain system of doctrine, but ready to be taught by God as to
what His word really means and teaches.  Then, in this same spirit
of candour we shall not deny that there are difficulties connected
with the word. Our very reverence for the word of God sometimes
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tends to lead us to ignore if possible, or cover up, those little dis-
crepancies and variations and difficulties which cannot be altogether
denied. Perhaps in our work as Sunday school teachers, when a
somewhat puzzling question may be put by a scholar of an inquiring
turn of mind, we are strongly tempted to give a forced explanation
of the difficulty, or say something that will perhaps be an evasion or
what will satisfy for the time the mind of the youth ; but after all
we feel in our hearts it is not satisfactory to ourselves. That is what
1 consider is not acting honestly, either with ourselves or with the
enquirer. In that sense W¢ need to have a thoroughly honest,
candid spirit when we go to the word of God. And when we find
a discrepancy, or what appears to usa variation which we cannot at
the time reconcile, do not let us make any forced reconciliation, but
let us say that from what we know of the word of God, and the way
difficulties have been removed, we are content il some fresh light is
thrown upon this difficulty, and at the same time we may rest assured
it is not a discrepancy that affects one jot of tittle or the real,
essential spiritual truth of God’s word. ~ Perhaps it is some little
difference about date or place., that has nothing to do with the
salvation of a man’s soul at all.

Now, I pass onto speak of the third element. More important
than reverence or candour, the most important clement in fact in our
study of God’s word, now, is 74e spirit of dependence on God's teaching.
As St. Paul says, “the natural man perceiveth not the things of the
spirit of God, for they are foolishress unto him neither can he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”  There must be
a harmony of our spirit with the divine Spirit, an openness of our
hearts to receive the light, or all our intellectual power, all our
candour, all our acquirements, will go for nothing, and we shall not
get at the real spiritual meaning of the Scriptures. We may be able
to construe a sentence «correctly, we may understand it so far as the
lexicon and the grammar are concerned, and yet we may Dbe as far
as possible from understanding what the real spiritual meaning and

force of the sentence is. To give an instance. When we meet
in heart, for they

such a sentence as this, * Blessed are - the pure

shall see God,” we may define the meaning of the word, blessed ;
we may explain what is meant by being pure; W€ know what the
heart is ; we may define in some Way what it is to sce
yet perhaps all we know about the spiritual meaning of the sentence
is, that we are aware that there is nothing in our hearts at all that
can be called purity of heart in the sight of God, and we are quite
aware there is no feeling in our souls of the Dlessedness of Him who
is pure in heart. Or take the sentence, It is more blessed to give
Any one could construc that sentence. Itis very
realize it, how many rich
They do not believe that;

than to receive.”
easy to parse it. But when you come to
men are there that know what it means?
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they believe itis far more blessed to receive than to give. And so
because they have not a spirit in harmony with the Divine spirnt,
which is always giving, and giving bountifully, they cannot understand
(hat simple sentence. 1 might go on to multiply illustrations, but
there is the broad general  principle that we need fellowship
with the Divine Spirit; we need our hearts to be open to the influence
of Divine teaching, or we cannot understand the hidden meaning of
God’s word.  “The natural man pcrceiveﬂ] not the things of the
spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him ; neither can he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”  This dependence
upon Divine teaching will save us from incalculable confusion and
perplexity. We all want certainty about these important matters
that concern the welfare of the human spirit. We are not content
with a perhaps; not content to be told that perkaps there is a God,
and perhaps Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and perhaps there was
a work of redemption effected for us on Calvary, and perhaps there
is a glorious future for those who trust in Christ.  No, we cannot be
satisfied with a perhaps in any one of these things. We want to
know that there is a God who is our Father, who loves us and yearns
over us, and gave His Son to die for us, and that His Son now lives
and intercedes for us, and will come again to receive us to Himself.
We want to know these things, not only that we may be able to go
in peace from the perplexities and confusion of this changeful scene,
but that we may be able to realize them and feel that we can com-
mit our spirits to the hands of our Father in Heaven, assured that
there is—not perhups, but that there is—a home above, beyond the
reach of change and sin and pain. Every human spirit wants
certainty, wants to be infallibly assured of certain things that concern
its relation to God and to eternity. How shall we get it? The
Church of Rome steps in and says, «\We can give you that assur-
ance ; here is the centre and source of all infallible intcrprcmtion of
the Divine word ; here is the head of the Church who can tell you
infallibly what you are to believe and what you are to do, and will
save you all the trouble of thinking for yourselves.” And there are
thousands upon thousands who accept that, as being a haven of rest
for their souls. And I do not wonder that the Church of Rome
has such a strong hold upon human spirits, when it can hold out such
strong assurances that it is the infallible interpreter of the Divine
word.  Of course we do not believe in that. We think it is absurd
that an old man in Rome, a simple man like ourselves, should claim
to be the infallible interpreter of the Divine word. We think it is
absurd thatany churchshould say that it is the infallibleinterpreter of the
Divine word, and that we must bow with meekness to its decision.
But what have we in its place? Weare told we have the right to
private judgment. Some people tell us every man_can believe and
think what he likes. But this should be taken with some qualifica-

tion. There would e safety in trusting wise and good men who
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have devoted themselves to the elucidation of certain great Christian
truths. 1f we meet with difficulties in the word of God, we ought
to bow with reverence to the authority of the church in that sense.
But then men say, what do we inean by the Protestant right of
private judgment. We do not mean that every man is just to think
what he likes, and frame what theory he pleases, and that so long as
he is satisfied, nobody has any right to interfere ; but that it is true
that every man has access for himself to the living fountain of all
truth, and he can go directly to the source of truth and light.
(Cheers.) That is what we Protestants ought to mean by the right
of private judgment—that each of us can have the Divine teaching,
and that as God draws our spirits closer and closer to Himself, and
illuminates them more and more, we understand more clearly what
His word means.  As it is expressed in that saying of our Saviour,
which I think is very comforting to the perplexed soul, “Tf any
man is willing to do His will, he shall know of the doctrine.” 1f
any man is willing to do God’s will, if he has that harmony with the
Divine will, that readiness to submit to God’s teaching, he shall
know certainly and fully all those things that at present in some
measure perplex him.

And now, let me in conclusion say a word about the blessedness
of a full and thorough and earnest and reverent and candid and
dependent, trustful study of the word of God. We have not reached
the end of God's word. We have not exhausted the fulness of
God’s revealed book. We have only begun to understand the depth
of the meaning that is in it. Tt is just like the book of nature.
We know more than our fathers did about the record of nature, but
it is the same book all through the years. And yet with all our
advancement in science, we arc, as Gir Isaac Newton said, like
children picking up pebbles on the sea shore. And our children,
generations after us will marvel at the simplicity which we shared in,
inimagining that we had reached anything like the fulness of mental
stature, even in regard to scientific investigation.  If that is true of
the book of nature, it is far more true of the book of revelation.
We have only just begun to se€ the unity, the inexhaustibility, the
fulness that there is in this revealed word of God. Let us, then,
go on, assured that there is a blessing attaching to the study of that
book beyond the study of any other book that can be named. Let
us, then, all seek to keep before our minds this one object of all
our search,—to find Christ in the Scriptures.  The law teaches Him
by its types ; the prophets point the finger to him in the remote
fature ; the Psalmist sings sweetly of the glory of His kingdom ; the
evangelists write His life and death ; and the Apostles develop the
meaning of that life and death, and then this word closes with the
Apocalypse, the unfolding of the glory yet to be revealed. Oh, how
our spirits ought to rise as we think of all this glorious truth centred
in the person of the Gaviour of man and the Son of God. (Cheers.)
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I)UCTi(,)N OF A FRENCH DELEGATE.

IN'I‘R()

fivs The PRESIDENT introduced to the Convention Rev. F.mile Cook,
of Paris, France.

Rev. E. Coox, who was received with applause, spoke as
follows : I feel very great pleasure and gratification in being allowed
to attend this Convention. I had not the slightest idea when I
came to New York as a representative to the Evangelical Alliance
from the Paris Committee, that I should have the pleasure of coming
{0 Canada.. But I heard of this Convention, and having been all
my life very much interested in Sunday schools, and occupied in
Sunday schools, as well as my dear elder brother and our father
before us, T was very glad to come and see how you managed your
affairs here.  Without taking up any more of your time, I would say
we have much to learn from you. I hope we—my dear brother
Weiss and myself—shall take back to Paris something to tell our
people how you discuss all these important matters that refer to the

sible and to the discipline and order in the schools. I have learned
a great deal this aftenoon, and T hope meeting again with you
to-morrow I shall learn more. [ am very much obliged to you for
your kind reception. (Applause.)

" Ihe session was then closed with singing and prayer, Rev. Dr.
(yreen pronouncing the benediction.

FIFTH SESSION.

The evening meeting on Wednesday was again held in the
Metropolitan Wesleyan Church. ~ The large edifice was crowded to
its utmost capacity. The President occupied the | chair. ~After
devotional exercises, Rev. Dr. Castle was introduced to speak upon

RELIGION IN CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH.

Rev. Dr. CastLE said,—Mr. Chairman and fellow-laborers in
the Sabbath school, 1 do not design tonight, in treating of the
subject which you have assigned me, to preach you a sermon or give
you any extracts from a sermon. The ground that T may take before
I finish my address may seem to some of you, radical ; and I like
always to have a good solid rock of Scripture beneath my feet.
And then if the ground should seem radical, I simply reply that the
word of God is always radical. The truth is always radical ; and
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that view of radicalism is the only safe, solid, sure Conservatism.
Let me, therciore, read to you three or four verses of Scripture.
«Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child,
shall in no wise enter therein.” ¢ Except ye be converted and
e kingdom of
Heaven.” ¢ Have ye never read, out of the mouths of babes and
sucklings thou hast perfected praise.” 1 thank thee, O Father,
Lord of Heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these things from the
wise and prudent and hast revealed them unto babes ; even 80,
Father, for so it scemed good in thy sight ?” i
The subject you have assigned to me to discuss before this
Convention to-night, is the “piety of children and youth.” And I
suppose  you intended that the emphasis should come upon that
word, childhood. 1f no why supplement it by the addendum,
youth. And so 1 am about to-night to talk of the piety, not of
young men or maidens, not of those in the prime of life, but of
little children. As a matter of theory, the possibility of true piety
in very young children is no longer to be regarded as an open
question. But ever since the day fathers and mothers brought
little children to Jesus, and His disciples rebuked those who
brought them, there has been a practical scepticism in the church
in regard to the conversion of young children. But remember that
Jesus was much displeased with his disciples. Remember that only
on two occasions in the life of our Lord do we find an allusion to
His displeasure, and we find this displeasure manifesting itself by an
earnest rebuke to His disciples when He said, « Suffer little child
ren to come unto me and hinder them not for of such is the kingdom
of heaven.” And you will remember that they were children whom
Christ took up in his arms and blessed.  We therefore may suppose
that they were but small children. Oh!1 thank God, Mr. Président,
that our Lord rebuked those disciples. T thank God that that re-
buke stands so prominently upon the page of the evangelical record,
and 1 trust that the words of Christ may ring in the ears of His
Church down through all the ages till the last vestige of scepticism
in regard to child piety shall be bafished from the Church of Christ.
If we look for child piety in the pages of Scripture, we find that
Joseph, Samuel, David, Josiah, Daniel, and Timothy—great cha-
racters of Scripture, glorious figures in the divine record—were cer-
tainly brought to a knowledge ofthe truth, were certainly converted
very carly in life. We have not the carly history of most of the
great Scripture characters, but of those we-know, all of them, except
one or two, were brought to a knowledge of the truth while very
young.  The conversion of Saul of Tarsus is detailed to us
because not till he had reached the maturity of his early man-
manhood, was he changed from his career of perst cution and made
a gentle child of the Lord Jesus Christ. How early the young
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mind, my brethren, forms a conception of God. A little child
scarce four or five years old, even sometimes a child that has not
attained its third year, seems to have a conception of the great Spirit
it reveres, the claims that God has upon it, and it lifts its little
heart to God in worship and adoration.  Ah ! you say that child’s
conception of God must be very vague and indistinct and imperfect.
1 ask you, Sir, what your conception of God is? Is it not indistinct
and vague and imperfect?  “Who by searching can find out God ?
Who can find out the Almighty to perfection ?” The noblest
intellect, the most experienced scholar, the most profound student
of nature and the word of God, has but a vague and dim concep-
tion of what God is, God in his essence, God in his immensity, God
in the vastness of his attributes ; and we shall spend eternity in
studying the Divine character, and while the ages roll by it will
unfold and unfold, and after an eternity, if we may so speak, has
passed, we shall feel that God is still beforesus. And though a
child’s conceptions of God may be vague and partial, and indistinct,
yet itis such a conception of God that it feels it is bound to revere
and adore and love Him.

Further, you know how early a child has a conception of the

© distinction between right and  wrong, the idea of obedience
© and disobedience.  How very early in life does a child feel that

il

wrong deserves punishment. Why, many a child two years old has
a conception that to do certain things is wrong, wrong because pro-
hibited by a parent’s will, and that somehow that wrong ought to be
met with punishment.  And then, how very early in life can the

| young heart be thrilled with the glorious story of the cross of the
“Lord Jesus Christ ! If you would interest children, if you would

draw out their sympathies, if you would move their hearts, if you
would win their Tove, if you would melt them into tears, tell them
the story of Calvary ; there is something in their hearts that responds
to the great story of redeeming love. So we have, dear friends, in
childhood a conception of God, a distinction between right and
wrong, an idea of the justice of punishment for wrong, and the
capability of being thrilled and charmed with the idea of Christ’s
love—we have lrere a moral basis in very early childhood for a real
state of piety, resting upon the Lord Jesus Christ as a Saviour.
You ask me at what age you are to expect the conversion of child-
ren? [ask you at whatage do they glide from irresponsibility to
responsibility? At what moment do they before God pass into
that state when they become accountable for their moral actions ?
I fix itat this point—from the first moment of conscious, voluntary,
deliberate, moral action, they are responsible, and if responsible,
thay are under the moral law which declares ¢ the soul that
sinneth it shall die.” I do not say at what age, but I do say that
children become accountable moral agents far sooner than most of us
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suppose, and evince atavery early period in theirlivessucha conception
of moral questions—such questions, at least, asa child has to deal with
— that we can certainly feel that they have attained an age of
accountability before God. Now, if an age of accountability—an
age when the child might perish—why not at that very point be
met by redeeming grace, renewed by the Holy Spirit, saved by the
blood of Christ? Not one hour later ! Why not? The moment a
child reaches accountability he may experience the grace of God and
rest upon Christ as a Saviour. Conversion, regeneration, must be
the work of the Holy Spirit. Why cannot the Divine Spirit renew
the heart of a very little child who knows the distinction between
right and wrong, as well as the heart of a hoary-headed sinner?
Why must the Holy Spirit in its work of renewing grace be supposed
to operate simply upon those who have gone far ina course of sin?
We all feel that youth—I mean young men and young women—
have peculiar advantages for beginning & religious life as compared
with persons advanced in years. We often speak to the young of
them their opportunities for
religion as compared with those who have grown hardened in sin.
Now, I say that little children are, as compared with youths of
sixteen or twenty years of age, in just a like position. They are in
just as much better position to receive the gospel of the renewing
grace of God as youths of sixteen and twenty are in as compared
with persons of forty or sixty. Oh! can it be, my friends, that our
Holy God prefers that those who are to be the subjects of the king:
dom of his Holiness shall pass years in sin as a preparation for that
kingdom of holiness ? Can it be that the Lord Jesus Christ should
call children to His arms and rebuke those who hindered them from
coming, can it be that He that tells us that His gospel is for babes
and sucklings, can it be that He who heard with joy the Hosannas
of little children, means that those who are to be His servants must
pass through a certain preparation of sin that they may at least have
an appreciation of the redemption by which they have been delivered?
No, my friends, there is nothing in the nature of the case, there is

nothing in the record, why we may not expect the very early conversion |-

of young children. Water from the stagnant pool may pass through
the filter and be made pure, but I still prefer the water that bubbles
pure frond the fountain. And so, though God's grace may takea

man from the slum of sin and by the transforming power of His |3
grace make him a temple for the Holy Ghost, still T prefer a man ¢
who has not been through the slum and the slime, but through all
his course, from his infancy to manhood, has been under the 2

purity and power of the gospel of God’s grace. Ah! my friends,
the faith of the church, the prayer of the church, and the yearning
of the church have never yet grasped the conversion of little children.
Go into your-Sunday School, Sir,and when you are offering prayer
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for the conversion of children in your heart of hearts, what children
do you mean? Do you mean the children in the infant class?
Practically youdonot. Doyou mean those little classes where the child-
ren of seven and cightand nine years are assembled? Practically you
do not. You look on those boys of twelve and fourteen, those girls
from twelve to twenty, and while you are praying for the conversion
ol children, ]!!Xll‘\i(:(t”)“——th\)llgh the prayer be general—your heart,
your mind, your faith, your expectation, have passed over the little
ones and you are_looking towards those who are approaching man-
hood and womanhood. T say the faith, the yearning, the expecta-
tion, and the work of the church are not directed towards the infant
class in such a way as to expect conversion right there, at the very
fountain of spintual life, at the fountain of moral character, at the
{ountain from which should flow streams to gladden the church of
the Lord Jesus Christ.  Show me the soul that has been renewed by
the grace of God, that has been made one with Jesus Christ, and

whether  he Dbe four years old or sixtyfour he should be
welcomed  to the  Church of the TLord Jesus Christ.
And then  do we not know that there are many who

give blessed evidences of piety, who cannot tell when they were
Converted to Christ? 1 remember once, carly in my ministry,
being very much puzzled by such a case. A very amiable young
lady came to ask to be connected with the church. I said, when
where you converted?  She said she did not know. “When did
you cxperience a change of heart? “1 do not know.” “Well, why
do you want to unite with the church?” 1 love Christ, I rest
upon Christ as my Saviour.” © When did you begin to love Christ ?”
[ do not know ; there never was a time when I did not love Christ ;
I have loved Him ever since I can remember ; the love of Christ
mingles with my love for my father and mother, and you might just
as well ask me when I began to love my father and mother.”
1 had not much experience then, and the scepticism of the church
in regard to child conversion blinded my eyes and shut my heart,
and for months 1 debated whether I would administer to that Chris-
tian, who had been a Christian almost from her cradle, the initiatory
ordinance of the church of Jesus Christ. I have no such scruples
now. (Cheers.) I have no doubt there are multitudes who are
converted very carly, discredited by father and mother as to their
piety, discredited by the church and kept out of it, not encouraged
to come in ; who settle down at last to the same belief about them-
selves which parents and pastor and teachers and church seem to
have, that they could not be christians because they had not attained
a certain age, and for years the joy and usefulness of their lives have
been beclouded.

Now, I want to make two or three remarks in reference to the
kind and quality of child piety. Child piety ought to be tested

b >
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with a test suitable to childhood, (hear, hear), not with a test
fitted for men out of whom the joyfulness and hilarity and mirth-
fulness of childhood have Jong since departed. You know children
are gay and buoyant and volatile and cheerful. Now, if I find a
child professing picty and find he is still gay and cheerful and buoy
ant, am 1 to siy that child is not a christian? 1 heard of an
instance where a little boy of ten or eleven years old was received
into the church against the protest of a_very grave deacon. A few
days after he came 1o the pastor as solemn a5 a grave stone, and
said AN, itis just as [ thought it would be ; I expected it.” What
is the matter?” said the  pastor. «Why, that boy.” «Well, what
has he done?” Why, Sir, [ saw him sledding down the hill with
the other boys.” Only put christianity into childhood, and then let the
young christian act out his christian childhood. 1 heard of a great
convocation of ministers debating whether it was proper for people
to play croquet? Lot it be played, but let every christian boy and
girl who plays it play it in a christian way not slip the bl through
the hoop on the sly, (laughter) 5 not take some undue advantage
or cheat in the game. Leta ¢hild be a child and yet be a christian,
just as 1 would have a man continue to bea man, though a christian.
God has given us a great varicty of temperaments, Some huoyant
and cheerful, some earnest and  severe, adapted to the various
stations i life: and let us find God's grace, as it were, utilizing
those different temperaments, not reversing them.  Better for a man
to make a good many mistakes in his life rather than be so
prudent as never to advance in knowledge or do anything. 1
can forgive men with hot hearts and sublime faith, who sometimes
They will accomplish as much in an hour
calculating characters will accomplish in a

make great mistakes.
as your cold, pl‘\l(lcnl,
life-time.

Then, again, we are not to doubt the reality of child piety
because we do not sce the maturity of christian experience and
christian graces. Why, Sir, the Llossom s just as much God's
work as the ripe apple. The green blade springing up from the
virgin soil is just as muc h God's creation as golden grain - with
which the reaper fills his hosom. Oh!you say in_your utilitarian
spirit, you do not care about the blossomg,  Wait, wait, the onc¢
is God's work just as much as the other, and 1 do not expect
in christian children to find the maturity of graces helonging to one
who has been under the discipline of the Spirit for forty ycars.
Another point, we are not to suppose a child cannot be pious
Decause, forsooth, sometimes he gives way Lo exhibitions of petu-
Jance, scliishness and temper, Children act out just what is in
them. We men arc politic, we sometimes have a fierce tempest
within, and yet with our power of self-control we do not show it.
(;od sees the tempest the child lets it out and men see it.  But
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God sees it when it is shut up in the bosom under the power of
self-control.  And then, while it is true that christian children
may sometimes be petulant and selfish and irascible, do not you,
father and mother, ever show your child an irascible spirit or a selfish
action? There was a little child whose father was a profane man,
and this profane father once heard his child swearing. Taking him
to his room to chastise him, the child looked up into his face and
qaid “ Father, you whip me, but who shall whip you ?”  Ah! think
of that, you that say a child cannot be a christian because he has
o much temper. Temper ! there is temper enough in the church to
make a grand explosion. (Cheers.)” If your child cannot be a
christian because, forsooth, he is selfish and inconsistent -ah | have
not I seen the collection box go by ? You cannot advance against
this doctrine of child piety that some will fall away. Ah! we have
been through revivals of religion and we have seen adults who pro-
fessed conversion fall away. 1 know from an experience of twenty
years that a very much larger proportion of those who profess con-
version in their adult years fall away from the gospel of Jesus Christ
than those who were brought into it in very carly life. It is the
testimony of Mr. Spurgeon, who received into his church the other
vear between fifty and sixty little children, that in that vast assembly
he had seen more apostacy amongst those that professed (‘0]1\'(:1'\'i();1
late in life than those that professed conversion in childhood.

Mr. President, I am not half done, but yet I have occupied all
the time which justly belongs to mé.  Ihave been treating of the
negative side of this question. It has a positive side.  What I want
is to impress upon the minds and hearts oftthis christian people that
we ought to look for conversions at an age far earlier than we do.
And | was then going to exhibit to yuﬁ some of the traits of this
youthful character and the loveliness which it sometimes displays.
The child’s state is the christian’s state. I do not mean that children
are not born with sinful natures.  But I do say that our Saviour has
chosen the child state to represent the christian state.  And it is not
so much to be wondered at that children, little children, are some-
times converted as it is that men are converted.  That is the
wonder.  The Lord Jesus Christ has never said to alittle child,
“Except you become as men you cannot enter into the kingdom
of heaven!?” But He has said, “Thou man, thou f;lthvr,‘lhuu
philosopher, thou statesman, except thou becomest as a little child
thou canst not enter into the kingdom of heaven.”  And just in
proportion as men become christians do they become child-like.
The great commentator, Bengel, a man of deep picty, became in his
latter days as simple as a little child. A friend desired to hear the
ureat man at his private devotions, to hear his mighty petitions and
his great wrestlings with God.  Bengel worked on till midnight, and
then as he was retiring, went to his bed and simply said. “ Dear
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are on the same good old terms 2 And T remember
test pulpit orators of this country, recently gone to
of his life went back to the prayer
Lethume cach nightas

[ord Jesus, we
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his mother taught him, and the eloquent Dr.
he retired said = —
Now, 1 hy\nnduuntn leep,
| pray the 1ord my soul to keep @
161 should die before I wake,
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Do you think | have gone too far? Iisten to the hosannas
in the temple & Hosanna to the Son of David, Dlessed is he that
cometh in the 1 The Seribes and Pharisees. say
(0 the Master, hearest thou what these say 2" And Jesus replics,
© Yea, have ye never read, that out of the mouth of habes and
sucklings thou hast perfected praise 27 Ah! fathers and mothers,
gather your little ones to the Saviour.  Begin carly, and at last,
when you arce called home, go up, saying ¢ Behold, Lord, here am 1
and the children thou hast given me.” (Loud Cheers.)

yame of the Lord.”

The PRESIDENT introduced Mr. John Ashworth, of England,

who was greeted with applause.

Hymn—* Precious Jewels T was sung by the audience, Mr
Phillips leading, after which Mr. Phillips sang
v, 1o Dewart and Mr. Paterson led in prayer

sang * Nearer, my God, to Thee.”

“ Almost Persuaded.”
, and the audience
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v

mber
ne to TREASURER'S REPORT.
praycr i .
ght as Hon. Jors McMurrich, Treasurer of the Association, read an
abstract of his annual report @
SARRATI SCH00L  ABSOCIATION OF CANADA, IN Accoust wirn THE TREASURER,
ror 1872,
jsannas o
he that By Balance from | (15: 1 4T § S $ h4 11
ees Say Received from Local Treaznier, Montread oo e 500 21
rv])lix S, General Subs riptions. ..o .o aerw s 044 26
es and Realised from Sale of Reporto oo 103 97
nhothers, Music Books Sold.......... 9 90
at last, Advertisements, 21 50
re am | Balance due the Trowmr oo 30 60
$1,364 16
‘ngland, in. .
To Printing and Stationery....ooooooenn
wce, Mr Advertising ... .. "
suaded.” Postage and Ixpr Charges 84 5l
audience Prof. Sherman, $50; Kxpenses, 75 00
Music BOOKS vovvvvueiiie e 31 67
Travelling Expenses of Delegates ... 125 00
u & of Gen, Secy, and
others attending 3. Conventions, 181 49
Salary of General Seeretary.oooo..... GO0 00

$1,364 15

3 JOHN McMURRICIH,
Toronto, 30th Sept., 1873, Treasurer.

Audited and found correct.
D. McLgan,

Toronto, 20th Oct., 1873 Jases PATERSON.
On motion, the report was recéived and adopted.

Mr. JoHN MACDONALD, of Toronto, then addressed the meet-
ing briefly on the financial needs of the Association, after which con-
tributions in aid of the Association were received.

Hymn—* Blest be the tie that binds,” was sung,
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ADDRESS BY MR. ASHWORTH.

Mr. AsHWORTH said :— Mr. Chairman, and my fellow-labourers
in the Vineyard of my Master, I had no conception when 1 enteted
this room that you would request me to speak one single word, and
I think if you but knew the circumstances under which I am placed
at the present moment you would nottprcss me. But I am right
glad to see this gathering. It speaks well for Canada. Tt will raise
the price of land (cheers and laughter) ; it will increase the amount
of your productions ; it will give a greater security to all your institu-
tions. I rather think you may take up that song in Canada that we
sing in the old country, «Sunday Schools are England’s glory”
(cheers.) And s0 they are.  We have a great many of them, and 1
expect there are some in this audience that know that. 1 belong to
the old country, and I have never been in a position in my life in
which T was afraid to own I was an Englishman. (Cheers.) But 1
rather think the old country must mind what it is doing. (Laugh-
ter.) I confess this is a scene that deeply impresses me. My first
thought on seeing this meeting was that therc is power enough
within this church, if consecrated to the service of God, to move all
Canada, to communicate itself to every State in America and send
the echo back to Iingland. (Cheers.) Conceive of that! Many
of you are Sunday School teachers, you are surrounded with your
little folks every Sabbath, the dear little creatures look upon you is
{he greatest of beings, and you are stamping your character on their
lhearts. What a solemn thought fs that ! And where there ‘s indivi-~
(dual consecration, and we go il the spirit of our Master to meet
those little ones on the Sabbath morning, how they greet us with
their smiles | Hundreds of them in my country come from homes
Iness, homes where they never hear one word

of sorrow, homes of sac
ines to their comfort :

of consolation, and many of them know those ]

« | have been there, and still would go;
“Tis like a little heaven below.”

1 met a little girl on the street one day, weeping. I said to her,
«What is the matter?” She said, My father is dead, and my
mother died last week.” «Where are you going?” 1 asked. “I
am going to the Sunday school ; teacher will give me a smile and
speak kindly, and I want to go.” It is thus you arc exercising an
influence over your children, and in doing so you are sowing seed
which will grow cast, west, south and north, not only in Canada but
in many lands ; and the influence ygu are exercising this night in
this meeting, going forth, will tend to the glory of God and the
welfare of our fellow-men down to the sound of the last trump.
You will excuse me saying more to night. (Cheers.)
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GREETINGS FROM THE SUNDAY-SCHOOI UNION.

REv. GAVIN ane, of Montreal, a representative of the Sunday
School Uhion of Canada, was introduced by the chairman. He
said: Mr. President, I suppose your wish, like the wish of the
Oueen, is law and must be obeyed. If 1t were not so I should
certainly disobey it to-night, as there are those here whom I am
sure every one present would like to hear. I see a brother all the
way from Paris, T should like to hear what he has to say. 1 heard
a word from him in Montreal two nights ago, and if you had heard
that word you would like to hear another. Otherwise T would be
very glad to tell you what we are doing in Montreal. 1 am not sure
that we are any better than we ought to be, but we do some good
things notwithstanding.  We are getting pretty well sifted at any
rate ; we are getting talked about, and that makes us all the more
careful about those who are to follow us.  1f the old people might be
2 little better than they are, that makes us all the more anxious that
those that come after us shall be better, so that in the future we
may not hear of the many bad things that we now hear so much
about. 1 am certain of this that "T'oronto has the sympathies of
Montreal, and I am just as surc that Montreal has the sympathies
of Toronto in this good work : and T hope God’s blessing will rest
upon all in both cities who are working for Christ among the little
ones. The enemy of souls is not lazy, and justin proportion as he
is busy we ought to beabusy for the great Master, who is always
busy seeking out those who need Him and waiting to receive all
who come unto Him. I hope that the blessed results of our
Sunday School work will be that there will be a great harvest of
souls brought unto Christ. 1 esteem it a very great honour and
privilege to speak in this church, the church of my dear friend,
whom we greatly miss in Montreal, Mr. Potts. We grudge him
very much to you in Toronto, and 1 am very glad to find he is so
heartily appreciated here. May God Dless our gathering, and may
it tend greatly to the advancement of the Sunday School cause.
(Cheers.)

Rev. EmiLe Cook, of Paris, France, was introduced and very
cordially received. He said : I cannot at thistlate hour impose my-
self upon this assembly. I hope that an opportunity may be given
me to-morrow night, to say a few words on the state of Sabbath
Schools in France ; but if not, I must be content with having heard so
many interesting things and seen such a wonderful sight. For the
present I must_be content with giving you a very Dricf account of
the Sunday Schools in France. T am glad to be able to represent
them here along with _another brother who is also a delegate from
the Sunday School- Union of Paris. These Sunday Schools have



heen blessed of God and we hope that they will he a greater blessing

still to our country. We have about goo Sunday Schools, and we

hope that they will become ten {imes more numerous ; and we hope

you will help us to evangelize France, which is the end of all our

Sabbath Schools.  With these few words T will content myself to-

night. (Cries of ““ goon "y 1 am much obliged to you for the
expressions of good will and sympathy, but you are putting upon

me a very hard task indeed.  If T hegin T may keep you for half an

hour or more, for it is exceedingly difficult to speak of such a

country as France in a few minutes.  You cannot understand what

trepidation | experienced when [ was called to rise hefore such an
assembly as this. [ never stood before so great a g%‘.ln-ring since
1871 when T was called upon to address the Manchester Conference
at its open session in the Free Trade Hall.  And what added then
to my fears was that gentleman was expected to speak who was
honoured and beloved by you, and who had been for several years
absent from  Lngland. 1 refer to William  Morley Punshon

(Cheers.) But 1 had that evening a subject of very mournful inter

est,, It was the scige of Paris. 1 had been called by the provide nee
of God to pass through the sufferings and hardships and difficultics
of that memorable war, and I had to give an account of that seven
or eight moaths during which Paris was the scene of terrible sutfer-
ings and horrors. Through all that time God had permitted not
only the minister who is speaking to you but all his colleagues 1o
carry on their work.  Now, 1 shall not enter upon that subject to
night ; but if 1 speak to you of Sunday Schools T fecl that there is
not less interest attached to that subject in this (onvention.
Sunday Schools werce founded in Irance about the year 1815 or
1816, or hetween 1810 and 1820, My own honoured father founded
two Sunday Schools about that time. No later than the day before
yesterday 1 found in an old Dook in which three or four reports of
the Wesleyan Missionary Society were found, his name connected
with the founding of a Sunday School in 1823, For some time they
did not increase very much. About 3o years ago they numbered
1 think, between 300 and joo. During the last 15 years they have
more than doubled, and the increase, 1f not great fora Protestant
country like this, is certainly very satisfactory for acountry like I'rance,
which has only about 700,000 Protestants in a total population of

38,000,000. The Sunday Schools in France have been exceedingly

blessed. 1 will give you three or four instances of the blessing
which God has vouchsafed to Sunday Schools in  that country. In
the first place, children have been converted ; T cannot say the num-
ber, but I know of many who have been converted very young in
our Sabbath Schools.  And allow me here to confirm what has becn
said to-night with regard to the conversion of children in our Sab-
bath Schools. They are not a mere preparation for future conver
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sion, but it is there we hope to sce our children converted. I have
scen many such conversions. T could tell you of three children
two brothers and a sister—who were converted to God in the month
of May, 1838. These three children had been attending the Sab-
bath School ; and there were about fifteen or twenty children con-
verted about the same time in that school and in two other schools
in the neighbourhood. Three or four of these children have since
1 the Jordan and entered into heaven.  All the others, I be-
lieve, have remained faithful, and several of them are now ministers
of the gospel in our country, and others are employed as teachers.
Some are Chnstian mothers and are bringing up a holy generation
for God.  In the second place, out of the Sunday School have come
several ministers who are working for God.  In the third place, our
Christian associations have certainly  grown out of our Sunday
Gehools 5 and in the fourth place we have found that Sunday Schools
in Irance have also been mainly instrumental in bringing all Chris-
tians - laymen as well as clergymen, women and young girls, and
young men to use all the talents they have received fl‘;)l{] God, to
advance the glory of God, and these excrcise a good and gracious
influence upon their neighbourhoods. T do not know but that for
Sunday Schools there would have been so much useful talent con-
secrated to God  Now, T shall just say that in Paris we have seve
ral exhibitions in connection with our Sunday Schools, which are
very interesting and tend to the advancement of Protestantism
among the people. We gather togetherabout two or three thousand
children every year in one of our large circuses and there they arc
addressed by the ministers of several denominations. It is a very
fine sight for us in Paris : and these meetings exercise a very great
i influence upon the evangelization of Paris.  Now we are about 11u]>»
' lishing a small paper which will be given every Sunday to our Sab
- bath Sehool scholars.  The difficulty with us is the scantiness of
| our resources ; but the Lord will provide. 1 hope, my dear friends,
~ you will by this connecting link formed to-night between the repre-

11{]5\1,‘(

B oo o y Jyer T - e Ty & . -,
| sentatives of Irance and yourselves, take an interest in France

greater than you have hitherto taken.  We ask you to pray that God
may sustain us and aidus in our labors. We are working up hill,
. we have a great many difficulties to contend with ; but we can say

\1 truly the best of all is the Lord is with us. (Cheers).
4

The meeting was then closed with singing and prayer, and the
benediction pronounced by Rev. Dr. Taylor.
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SIXTH SESSION.

all at 9 <)’({10ck

The Convention re-assembled in Shaftesbury H
ur in devotional

on Thursday morning, and engaged for nearly an ho
exercises.
THE TEACHER'S INFLUENCE.
Mr. C. M. MoORTON, of Brooklyn, N. Y., was introduced to
speak on this subject.  He said : T was very much interested last
night in the subject of the conversion of children, and 1 was very
sdad to see the standard carried  forward. During the American
war when our troops were flying through 2 meadow, the secession
troops were coming out of 2 wood to charge upon our men, SUppos
ing us to be in less force than we really were. Their standard was
carried by a little colored boy- When  they found that our force
was larger than they expected, they stopped, and called out to the
colored boy to come back. Says he, ¢ Dese colors don't know de
way back.” (Applnusc) I thought last night that our colors ought
not to be brought back, but pressed forward. What is the usc of
attempting to teach children if we do not believe they are going to
be converted. I think it is well to stop sometimes and ask what
It is not in the children, they arc all right. It is not
xious tobless thanwe to be Dlessed.
1 think it comes straight to us as teachers.  The influence of the
teachers, it seems L0 me, comes in admirably after the discussion of
the subject last night. What is the influence of the teacher ? There
are as many different influences @5 there are teachers. Some have
cat influence, sOME small, some VETy small.
about unconverted teachers this morning.  We have some of them,
“the blind leading the blind.” 7 think it is dangerols. 1f there is
anything that parents are culpable in 1 think it is this, that many 0
them don't know who are teaching their children about God and
heaven. 1f a man has a horse, he wants to know who is going to
choe him ; if he has 2 watch he wants to know who is going 10 men
it ; but he has children and he does ot know who is teaching them.
1 tell you that this evil is very prevalent. Let us see 1o ity that no
matter what Sabbath School our ¢
taught by unconverted teachers, for 1 believe that the seeds of
infidelity are taught in our Sunday Schools by many well-meaning
people who do not know anything themselves about the way to
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Schools.  You can never hav
The time was,

is our difficulty.

in the Lord, Heis willing, morean

the Sabbath School teaching, Wwas an evl
pious, energetic, working christian ;

I shall not say anything |8

hildren attend, they are not |

ifferent  teachers in the Sabbath

e a successful school as long as you

have indifferent teachers. when to see a person in |
idence that he was af

but times have changed. It s |

fashionabl
best recor
teacher in
people fin
not find th
an Exchar
it. If our
then wha
year and :
It was the
did not se
any attent
in that r
cltildren ;
OWD POW
Jesson 15
through
about or
superinte!
pitied fro
Jady tead
stone. (
order, an
if she wi
the beau
whole sc
think is t
exhauste
exhauste
teachers
know a
whether
he knew
little knc
deal of 7
what he
wanted |
and helj
was $ot
while sh
tendent
been tau
tendent
anewc
class to
you can




75

fashionable to teach in the Sabbath School now. One of the
best recommendations a young man can have now, is that he is a
teacher in the Sabbath School. Over in my country a great many
Jle find husbands and wives in the Sabbath Schools who would
not find them anywhere else. (Laughter). The Sabbath School is
an Exchange, used for a great many purposes. We need to look at
it. If our Sabbath Schools are not training our children for heaven,
then what are they doing? 1 superintended a school once for a
year and a half, and T ¢hought I would never superintend another.
It was the indifferent teachers who took all the life out of it; they
did not seem to understand why they were there; they didn’t pay

l)C()l

ed to
ed last

s very ¢ : L
ierican any attention to their classes. Dear teachers, if any of you are remiss
cession in that respect never be remiss any more. Stick right to your

ltildren ; sing a hymn with them ; carry them right along Dby your

¢
own power through the lesson, and teach them all.
Jesson is over, be on hand with the hymn again.

through from beginning to end, and there will not

And when the
Carry them right
be any trouble

SUpPPOS-
wrd was
ir force
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now de about order nyour school. 1 the teachers do their duty the
rs ought superintendent has a glorious time ; but if they don’t he is tobe
. use of pitied from the very bottom of our hearts. 1 remember a young

lady teaching in Chicago. She laid on my(heart like a grind-

stone. (Laughter.) She had a class of boys that were never in
order, and yet I know she had a power to keep them in order
if she wished. T remember one day we had for our lesson one of
the beautiful parables of our Lord. That class was disturbing the
whole school, and 1 wént down and said to her, “ What do you
think is the matter with your class?” ¢ Well,” she said, I have
exhausted the lesson and am waiting for the bell to ring.”  She had
exhausted the lesson in five minutes, and that is what a great many
teachers do. Thank God, there are other kinds of teachers. I
know a young man who lived twenty-three years before he knew
whether Matthew was in the old Testament or the new, and before
he knew he was a sinner. Finally, he found Jesus. He had very
little knowledge, but the love of Christ put into his heart a great
deal of zeal. He came into the church and looked around to see
Iing them. what he could do. He did'nt think he could do anything, but he
it. that no wanted to do something. A lady said to him, “ Will you come up
y "are not [ and help me keep order in the infant class room.”  That, he thought,
7 geeds of i was something hc' ‘r()u\d do; he could help her to keep order
ll-meaning | while she taught.  This went on for half an hour when the superin-
the way to tendent heard he was upstairs.  He had a new class that had never
the Sabbath been taught,and he asked this young man to come dowx‘r, the superin-
Jong as you tendent put his hand on his shoulder and said, “Well, Charley, I have
a person in o anew class Qfglrls_ and have no teacher for them. Iwantto give this
he was @ i classto you.” "'('erc it to me? I don’t know g}])’ll\lllg zlbo_utlt.” “Well,
nged. It s [ you can learn,” and he half dragged him oft and put him downin a
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class of three dirty little  girls. This young man sat down and
looked at them. The lesson was going on but he did not know
anything about the lesson. He only knew Jesus and loved Him,
and loved these little virls.  And inasmuch as he cared not to say
anything about the Bible, he ‘pulil‘ul one of the litde girls had
bare fect. He said, < Why dont you have shoes P ¢ Because my
mother is sick and my father is dead and we are very poor.” S0 he
talked with them all, and after the school was over went home
with them and found out All about them.  Next Sunday he was on
hand with the lesson. He went to the minister and told him he
wanted a lesson and the minister helped hin. And he brought two
other little girls- five little dirty girls on the scat, the first three not
so dirty as before. Afterwards the supdrintendents of the Sabbath
Schools of Chicago were called upon to send a model class from eac h

school.  Whose class went out of this school of cighty classes ?

\\'hy‘(',h.u‘h‘_\\‘ class — twenty-five girls with clean dresses on. (Ap
plause).  When [ was in Chicago in Junc 1 gaw that man and |
saw some of his girls, They were among the best christian women
in the cty, some of them in homes of their own christian homes.

“That is a different kind of teacher.

A Christian woman goimng along the streets of Boston a little while &8

ago, about 7 oclgek in the evening, was stopped by a little girl sit
ting on a stone, ctying.  She had been visiting that district trying to
find some children that did not go to Sabbath = hool.  She asked
the little girl what was the matter. 1 am cold, mum.” ¢ Wher
do you live?’ Up stairs.” How far up stairs?" % Right up
stairs, mum.”  She stooped down and carried the little one up five
flights of stairs.  She trembled from head to foot when she got there.
There was a home of wretchedness.  ‘The husband was out on the

streets every day, and the wife lay in the corner of the room under §

the influence of liquor ; and the little child, having no one to care
for it, strayed out. This lady went up and roused the woman and
talked with her.  She said, ©Will you let your little child comefto
the Sabbath School with me next Sunday ?" ¢ But my little girl has
no clothes,” said the woman. «put 1 will give her clothes,” and
next Sunday the little girl had clothes and went to school.  She
came again and again, and when the teacher called again to see that
woman she said she would like to go herself. They fixed up the
old black dress and the old Dblack bonnet, and she went to the
«chool. 'This went on for some¢ three months, and the man coming
home from time to time in a halfinebriated state had looked with
wonder on the change taking place in his wife and child, and he
could hardly understand it.  One afternoon he came in more sober
than usual and sat down. The little girl was singing in the next
room that little hymn,

¢ Jesus loves me, this 1 know,
For the Bible tells me so &
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And the man wrned round and asked his wife who that was singing.
She said, 1t 1s Mary.” “Our Mary?” Ves “lell her to
come in; and the little child came in and her father took her on his
knee, and asked her to sing that song again.  And tie little child
sang again, * Jesus loves me, this T know.”  The tears ran down
the man's cheeks, and when the lady came again he made it a point
to he at home, and said, ¢ If the Sunday School has done my wife
and child so much good, why should'not I go, too?”  And he went;
and in Bostop to-day there is a beautiful Christian home, and little
Mary and the Sunday School teacher did it all by God’s Dless-
ing. One fapnily saved by God's blessing, because one woman had
the heart to top and carry a little child up to the top of the house.
And thousands more familics are waiting in the same way if you and
| have heart cnough to do it There are many things that combine
to make up a teacher’s influence.  Letus look at them.  One s a
Kknowledge of God's word. T suppose that here in Candda you give
more protinence o the study of the word of God than we do in the
States. | think it has been arowing the last two years very much
with us 3 but we have great room: for improvement ycet. There are
too many teachers who come to the Sabbath School to learn their
lessons. and have a lesson paper on their kneesand read it off to the
children.  That is bed. We want to have our hearts filled with the
word of God. We want to have itatour tongue’s end.  What would
you think ol a soldier who would go out to battle and did not know
how to load his gun?  We are doing a great deal of that kind of
work in our Sabbath Schools. T asked a young man in one of our
S, Schools to find a certain passage in Hebrews. To my astonish-
ment and mortification he was fumbling for it in the Old Testament.
I asked another young man——a bright young man, who knows all
about business—to find for me a certain quotation in Numbers.
The poor fellow looked the Bible through from beginning to end and
could not find Numbers ; and noticing how red his face was, 1 let him
go, and told him I was in no hurry. We need to know about this
word, this message ; how to deliver it clearly and fully, and how to
ilustrate\it.  1f you can get stories that will convey a meaning, put
them in the lesson. Tt is said of our Master, Without parables
spake He not unto them.”  Jesus knew how to get hold of men, and
young people, too.  Let us take our every day experience, and, ap-
plying it to these beautiful stories with which the Bible is filled, we
can hold our children so that they cannot afford to be absent one
Sunday, for fear they will miss what we are going tosay. Then, our
prayers. I can tell you how we can find out whether we are in earn-
est or not about Sunday School teaching.  How many times a week
do you pray for the children? How many times do you take them
one by onc to Ggd?  How many times do you have an earnest de-
sire for the salvation of every child? Will the heart say, * Every

]
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day, every hour » Ah! I am afraid it will have to say, “Every
Sunday. Every Sunday afternoon, from two to three o'clock, I do
feel some desire for their salvation, but during the week 1 forget
them” 1 tell you, children know when we love them, when we are
in earnest. You can deceive a man or a_ woman five times as easy
as you can deceive a child. ~ Some on¢ asked a little girl what made
her so punctual and regular at the Gabbath School. She said,
-« When our teacher talks to us about Jesus, she cries ; her heart is
so tender.” T tell you, if we love the children as we ought to love
them, we have got to pfay a great deal ; because we are naturally
selfish and don’t get very far from home without prayer. There was
a boy in Chicago who had attended Sabbath School regularly for ten
years, and who had a very good teacher. Finally, his teacher had
to leave, and the next teacher was one of the indifferent teachers.
John thought there was a great contrast between the two teachers,
and finally left. A few months later the superinfendent met him and
asked him why he did not come to school. * Well,” said John, “1

am going over to the north side now.” * But that is further,” said

the superintendent. «Yes, it is further ; but then they seem to love
a fellowr over there.” (Chger.) Thatwas what attracted him. There
are plenty of Sunday Scheol teachers, good Christian people, who
never show any interest in their scholars, never have a social or a
picnic ; and when others more cnterprising provide thesc things,

then those good people get vety indignant, and say very bitter
words ; but the cause of God must go on. .1 tell you what the
Gabbath School wants from superintendent and teachers is more
influence and more love, and that love must be shown.  What is
the use of love bottled up in our hearts and never shown. We
want a kind of love that will draw, that \\'ill)'mprcgmte these people
we are dealing with. God so loved the world that he "—talked?
~ No! that he—worked ?—No! that he gave.”  And we have got to
love till we can give—till we are ready to make sacrifices.  We
have to get down and be children with the children, and grow up
with the children.  That is the way we are to carry them to Christ,
and we cannot carry them in any other way. Again, we want more
visiting. 1 Dbelieve that two-thirds of our work as Sabbath School
teachers must be done outside of the Sabbath School.  We ought
to know’ about our children. What do you think of a Sunday
School teacher sitting on a bench for three months looking for a
certain little face to come in at the door, and wondering why it did
not appear, while - that poor child had been cold in death for three
months 7 T tell you that is so in many cases. Children are sick
and die, and the teacher knows nothing about them till after it is
all over. When I went to Brooklyn from Chicago, [ was told of a
certain individual of some notoriety whom 1 wished to get into the
Bibke-class. 1 started a Bible-class for married men, of whom I
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have 260 to-day. I invited him to attend. He said he had not
been to church for 2o years, and boasted of it. I said, “ we think it
is going to be interesting, and I would like to have you come.” He
would lie back upon his chair, and give a shrug, as much as to say
« When you see me' there, let me know.” 1In th\is way, a whole year
passed, and I kept him before the Lord—made it a sort of a test of
the Lord’s promise. His old mother was praying every day for
him, and wondering if God had forgotten to be gracious. For a'
year T visited that, man. His wife was sick, and T visited her;
but his heart grevy harder all the time. One cold afternoon, some-
thing said to me—I believe it was the Holy Ghost—* Go and see
this man.” T went, and I found him with four or five cronies, hard
drinking men, out of work, having a sor} of consultation. It
appeared that the book-keeper of the house where they got their
liquor had become very sick, and had to be sent to the hospifgl.
These men were devising ways and means to raise $50 needed to
send him there.  When I came in they had about $40, and did not
know where to raise the balance. They did not pay much attention
to me, and I got down and listened to them, and noticed that they
were very much discouraged.  Finally, T said—* Do you say that
poor felow is dying?”  “Yes,” they said.  “ Well, I am_sorry
for that. T have a little money in my vest pocket, and if you will put
that to my account, I shall be glad.” Why, they lit allup! The
idea of a christian taking an interest in a rum-seller’s clerk they
could not understand. They thought there was a gulf fixed between
me and them as wide a¥ that between ILazarus and the rich man.

They took the money, and next Sunday there they were at the
Bible-class, (Cheers), and the old mother folded her hands a few
months ago, and went down into the valley of the shadow of death,

singing glad songs and saying with Simeon of old, “Now, Lord,

lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace.” They took the young
man up to the hospital, and I went in and talked with him. Poor
John Ellery, his lamp of life was almost burnt out. 1 read to him

about Jesus, and the poor fellow opened his heart, and went away

from this world joyfully. That one visit that afternoon amounted

to more than all the business I ever have done. It has given me

more gladness than all the money I ever made. We little know

how much gladness, peace, and joy we are shufting out of our

hearts by neglecting to go out to these homcs\it Is easy to

get a child to come once or twice to the Sabbath School. He

will do that to oblige you ; but if he goes oftener it is because he

wants to go. Make the School as interesting as you possibly can.
Above all, bring the children to Christ. Never be satisfied with
the learning of ten thousand verses, or good moral behaviour.

ever be satisfied till you know your children are resting in

esus.  Again, get them to work for Jesus. Give them some
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[t will strengthen their

_some little burden to carry.
you in your work. _ (Cheers.)

duty to do—
arms and aid
Hymn—* Keep me fro

Phillips.

m sinking down”—-was sung by Mr.

_ THE ANSWER DRAWER.

The Rev. J. A. R, DIicksoN, who had been appointed to open
the answer drawer, read the questions which had been prepared,
and the answers which had been given.

NORMAL SCHOOLS.

pan presented the following report from
d on the subject of establishing a
f Sabbath School Teachers

Mr. Davip ForHuERING
the Spegial Committee appointe
Normal School for the training 0

The Committee recommend the institution of

TRAINING CLASSES,

In which lectures upon definite Biblical subjects should be delivered
Ly competent persons selected by the officers of the various associa-
tions throughout the various cities and counties.

They also recommend the issuing of a

PROGRAMME,

or course of studies, bearing upon the International Lessons for 1874,
with a list of works to be studicd as text-books ; and that a
UNIFORM SET OF EXAMINATION PAPERS
be prepared on such a course, sent to selected points throughout the
Province, where examinations shall be conducted upon the same
day ; that the answers obtained at such examinations be sent to 2
Gtanding Committee (to be appointed) of the Provincial Association,
who shall have power to examine such answers and issue diplomas
of various grades according to the merits of the papers of candi-
dates ; and that a Standing Committee be appointed to carry out the
above plans.
All of which is respectfully submitted. P
D. FOTHERINGHAM,
Sec. of Com.

Mr. Apamson moved that the
vention ; it was too important a matter to

report be left over till next Con-
be disposed of off-hand.
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Rev. GaviN LaNG said this was a very important question, and
he thought the mind of the Convention ought to be better informed
upon 1t before they came to ang' finding upon it. This idea of the
examination of teachers and th€ granting of diplomas as the result of
that examination contains a very vicious principle, ‘which the Con-
vention should not endorse for one single moment. (Hear, hear.)
He looked upon it in this way : the Sabbath School 1s an agency
into which we draw Christian hearts. He did not know anything so
likely to eat out the life of the hearts of our Sunday School teachers
as permitting them to go through the examination of a Board of
Fxaminers ; nor did it improve the matter by making the examina-
tion voluntary. Tt seemed to him more offensive in this form than
in the igid form in which it appeared at the last Convention ; be-
cause it would create this mischief, that we would have in our Sun-
day Schools teachers who have a diplomay and others who have no
diploma, and there would be a distinction between them. He could
only say with regard to his own Sunday School that he should not
like to be prejudiced against diplomas, but he should be much more
prejudiced in favor of teachers without diplomas, simply for the rea-
son that he did not want the day school imported into the Sunday
school. He thought Normal Schools were necessary in order to
preserve the teaching power of day schools; but in the Sunday
School we want something to draw out our hearts. He had no ob-
jections to the first part of the report, or whatever objections he had
he was willing to waive, but to adopt the last part of the report would
be simply to import the day school into the Sunday School. We
did not require rigid, stern, severe rules in the Sunday School ; we
want heart power in the teacher. The best teacher and the best
normal school examination a teacher can have is the Holy Spirit.
He instanced the case of a teacher whose labors had been very suc-
cessful, but who, had he gone through the examination, would cer-
tainly have been plucked. The principle of granting diplomas was
a vicious one, and he wanted to see it put down at once. - He
begged to move that the first part of the report be adopted, with '
thanks to the Committee for their diligence ; but that the last of the
report be disapproved by the Convention.

A DELEGATE seconded the motion and observed that, in his
opinion, it would be a great pity to introducg these examinations,
It had been said here again and again  that’the principal object
of Sabbath School instruction was to lead the children to Christ.
If that were so, there were many persons without literary attain-
ments who would not pass such an examination as contem-
plated, and yet who do a good work in the Sabbath School, in
the way of leading children toChrist ; while on the other hand
there were many who ndight pass the examination and yet be
utterly incapable of accomplishing the work intended by the
Sabbath School. { s .

G [}
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Another DELEGATE said he wished to §¢€ a veto put upon
They could not have a better illustration of
the fallacy of the course suggeste(f than what brother Morton
had said.  What kind of examination would that poor fellow have
passed who commenced with the class of three girls?  The pro-

position was contrary in his opinion  t0 the whole geuius of the

Sabbath School.

v
this whole report.

Rev. Dr. CASTLE agreed with the opinion that it would not be
he Convention now to the system of examinations.
we were prcpared for it. At the present time
4t might have an injurious effect upon our schools ; but were they

ime would not come when the teachers in

prepm‘cd to say thata t
our Sunday Schools shall be so up (o the mark that if need be they
h an examination ? As a Sunday School worker he

could pass sucl
looked for great things in the future. He looked for better instruc-
i So far as the proposed examination Was

tion and.not less piety-
concerned, 1t Was not to be a literary examination, butan cxamina-

tion upon the great facts of Scripture—an examination upon the
book that is to be taught, an examination that need not be shirked
by any intelligent person who wanted to lead the young minds
upward. He would vote against the granting of diplomas; but he
did cherish the hope that in the not distant future—perhaps ten
years from now—they would have well-qualified teachers, and that
there would be fewer but larger classes.  He trusted the suggestion
would be adopted, that it is not expedient at the present time 10
come to @ decision in the matter, but that it be left open to be dealt
with by succeeding Cony entions—it need not e of necessity next
year—it may De ten years henee: He would vote againist diplomas
to-day, but he did not want the Convention 1o sy that the plan

could never bt adopted.

wise to commit t!
He doubted whether

{ the repprt be divided into

Rev. Mr. MARLING wggcstcd tha
{wo parts, and on his motion it was 5O decided.

On motion of Mr. Wilson, seconded by Mr. McCallum, the
first part of the veport which treats of the training of teachers
i was adopted. )

and the progf:tmme-oiustudl

Rev. K. MACLENNAN moved tl
tion the time has not arrived to act upon the sug

in the second part of the report.”

atin (e judgment of this Conven
estions contained

see a higher standard of teaching
in our Sabbath Schools, but he thought the training School should
be tried firsty and then the would be better prepared to decide as 10
formal examinations.  He was unwilling to take the position of Mr.
Lang and putd veto upon the proposnl altogether. He thought
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* the only objection that could be take i
it for i ;DG assll to it was that t!
t}:atogt 1“';1:?‘;‘1’;5“'}‘11)&101(;? this position upon these gml}:{lswer%'nm
over and S ver :'Lm.in SY should discuss a new matter of-t.his ]\111'9:1,
County cr)nvcntiobl;s a do't only in this convention, but also i trll
o thoughtfull tl‘ dn‘ in our Schools, and then 'folluw up {1 Iy
e o ol:\e h&nyd lle rcs.ults of thc working in our different l' Shole
et o he was not willing that they should pr schools.
:}?ilnle(nitttw(:) L1?"‘dcmn.mmn on what had been suggcstledo e T
year to txlks zicti);n\sll:gn P lnd)urate that. thiey sheuld hé [rlz’);ddlcrix h_c
B e8 fap e rnil} : 'tlt‘ ut on- the other hand, he thou, rlz,t t}?t
pmcticnhlc \Vé é»l € 1 as‘ to say lh(élt it may be desirable \v{i’le 54
to act 111)01.1 it now( ’ \‘\]'Oxtd( ondenn it, but we do'not see Ouf.le“\l/'cr
o BT hcsintc. o lt .1,0 not condemn it as an ultimate aim bdy
o Hctth 5 eclare our rgailmcs:; to act upon the %l’ a }l»t
School teacher was‘oggtntlh(l: test of fitness on the part of a SA{)ngmLJ—;
A intvllclrt 1 'o e an intellectual one alone ; buth't‘tl
B e i ua ‘dtmmmqnls. were highly dcsir"ﬂ)l* = He
rovailed \V().ul l(]r 1)0‘n as one which in thediversity of 0 >i‘ni(L' 1 o
© Mr M'lt*;m)nil:}qthc best interests of the AS‘sm‘iutlion n which
carried on a division: motion was then put to the Convention and

INFANT CLASS LESSON.

Rev. W. F. CraFTs conducte i

dlass of young boys, He ex 1 ted an infant class less ith
he sl lmvibt(:)) Zl]\itll-cn:q'\w”!w(l his mode of proccdur(g“b::]tltl1 ;
\ board. After Singinr lb(. F.pomts owing to the want of,a b]‘”[i(l':(
it and ke thg,,‘ ]T-b(“d‘ he would get acquainted with(t]
how many Charle ,9 ﬂLl}l ‘acl zu.homc. He would, for instance, « 112
Sgine il l\ul()l/‘ lt.l’lk, were in the class, and all the th l's ofﬂ ]l‘»
e L. & liede l[l;{)”"]]iil; tl]\a‘mdf: So with other nmnci; r[‘]tlz';]l
ple prayer\requiring the 1 Loy ith them, he wanld olfer up asim’
e would then spend ¢ boys to repeat cach sentence after hi -
sons - after h:ul{(tllll(lh‘l» few x‘mnul.cs n rg\‘imviﬂg the pa;t\fewl;ljl‘
frths s ‘“'a; gt /Lll].{.l story illustrating thelesson.  Thedes -Lq-
et GFIRE 'l'r'inu;ﬁ : f.l_hslngur:lllm_\ of Christ.  He told the clas hb;”:
e el t'r(;n{ ”E;lllril‘l.ll()ln in the form of a story, and then };cs‘:“]é
s to vellete [hck~] _;ll lm 1\[&‘1"111.1(, he sang a verse of a sine‘]i)
e boe s ’l‘htrlzl\‘\vf.f,:i]fnl(l]“t)”f”' asked the children t()‘t.t[] ;}:r;

in questioni (L DUIS G st important part, requiring ski
e ‘1\‘:\:{(‘;"'1]1‘:3i (Z;: ‘thc '[).;1‘\1 of the lu:u‘hullz 'l'hcllw, lt:; r:c‘ytn?l:]cgfk}n
o remds and :11-1:: E?il,::tl “31:: tthruu;;h a few simhlu; motior)g)j,f
They shou cevecind o son ¢ to some simple move
e (}jom-s(“)l:)]fll)lu ‘r?ilf‘_d in some such way as lhis1 four or }:l]e':t 5?]_‘:3.
1e lesson.  Then he would come o the pratctilclglLK .

ap-
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plication. Having illustratrated this point, he caid he would explain
the instinets of childhood which he had recognized in teaching the
lesson.  First, he would use the word “ at-home-ativeness." There
should be no tiffness, no feeling of distance between the scholars
.nd the teacher. The social ipstinct in children was very strong,
and should be cultivated. Second, the instinct of activity. When
we compel an infant class t0 sit three-quarlers of an hour we forget
that activity 1 an instinct of childhood. In recognition of that in-
stinct, he would require the class occasionally to rise and sing, and
go through some simple motions. Third, the instinct of imitation.
Get the children to repeat the line after you. Fourth, the instinct 0
construction. If he had a blackboard he would have ustrated that.
e would have constructed 2 simple outline of a mountain, an

written the mnames of Peter, James and John. He would have
cketched a cloud, and written over it the words, “ Hear y¢ Him.”
The boys would have watched the construction through every step,
lecause there was an instinct in childhood for construction. Fifth,
the instinct of knowing——curiosity. Sixth, the instinct of God—

grust.  Seventh, the instinct of horticulture. principle should
be observed in teaching children, and that was to teach the abstract
from the concrete—first learn the rules and then principles ; first facts

and then theories. If we would have the children to understand

what it is to be virtuous, and therefore be happy, V¢ must teach
them not merely that abstract statement 5 but that to be virtuous
pacans kindness 1o others, obedience to parents, love of God, and
then it becomes through the concrete, a fact. That fact then is t0 be

committed to memory, whether it be an answer from the catechism
or a passage from the Bible. But it must first be explained as far as
Jossible and then memorized ; not memorized first and then explained.
We require children to learn too much, and make them understan
too little. Another principle s to be observed- We must teach the
unseen and the unknown by the seen and the known. But, remem-
ber, above all this machinery W€ must teach DY the light of the
Spirit.  We teach more powerfully by what we are ourselves than
what we say- May God give us above all this machinery, what is
most important for us as teachers, the inward light of His Holy
Spirit by which we can speak most powerfully to the hearts of those
who are committed to our care. (Cheers.)

The Doxology Was sung the benediction pronounccd. and the

Convention adjourned.




1d explain

\ching the

. There

e scholars

ery Strong,

ty. When

r we forget

of that in-

d sing, and

f imitation.

» instinct O
trated that.
juntain, and

would have
ar yc Him.”

~ every step,
tion.  Fifth,
ct of God—
ciple should
| the abstract
les ; first facts
o understand
e must teach
y be virtuous
of God, and
t then is to be
the catechism
ained as faras
hen explained.
m understand
must teach the

But, remem-

he light of the
ourselves than
-hinery, what 15
t of His Holy
hearts of those

»unced, and the

85
MASS MEETINGS OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS.

MASS MEETING IN THE ‘ METROPOLITAN CHURCH.”

A mass-meeting of the Sunday School children was held in the
Metropolitan Church. Twenty-three schools from the eastern side
of the city were represented. The children occupied the galleries,
while the body of the church was filled to overflowing with adults.
Rev. John Potts, pastor of the church, presided. After prayer by
Rev. Dr. O’Meara, the hymn, “ Work, for the night is coming,”. was
sung. °

Rev. Mr. CraFTS was the first speaker, who was introduced‘to
the children as * Uncle Will.” After expressing his pleasure at be-
ing present, and the great interest he took in children, he proceeded :
1 want to speak to you a few minutes about the secret of being happy.
There are two things that make up the essentials of happiness. One
is to be good, and the other is to do good. I want to ask the chil-
dren if a man had ten thousand dollars, would he not be happy ?
(No, no.) ~ If he had ten thousand dollars, a beautiful house, a fine
horse and plenty to eat—would he be happy with all sthese, if his
heart was wrong ?  (No, no.) What is it, then, that a man wants in
order to be happy? He wants his heart to be right. Let me tell
you about that, in order to show that the heart must be right to make
one happy. How many Charleys are there here? (Al the boys of
that name held up their hands.) Mr. Crafts then proceeded to tell
them a story of a boy named Charley who was left alone while his
parents wenf\to church, and was told not to touch the clock that
hung on the wall. Charley, however, climbed up, opened the, clock
and seized hold of the pendulum, and of course stopped th¢ clock.
When his parents came home he denied that, he had touched the
clock, but afterwards was so unhappy for having done Wrong that he
could not sleep till he had gone and asked his mother's forgiveness
and then his heart felt light. The difference was that, before his
heart was wrong, and he was therefore unhappy ; but now his heart
was light because he had obtained forgiveness. This little story
showed that being good was one secret of being happy. The other
secret was to do good. Mr. Crafts told the children another story
of the rain-drop falling fiom the clouds in a_sultry day, and though
it was of very little use itself, it did a great deal of good by encour-
aging other drops to follow. This story illustrated the importance of
little things, and little children could do a great deal if they only
wied. He showed the children a phylactery, and explained that one
of the passages written thereon by the inspiration of God, was this,
“Teach these things diligently to thy children.” God wished that
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know and obey the law. How was it to be
children.  You remember when the
lrist on the shores of the Sea of Gali-
lee. There were about five thousand people there. Who brougit
them bread to eat 9 The disciples. But who did the disciples get
it from? Froma little boy. We have around us_great multitudes
1o be fed with the bread of life, and there are anxious hearts saying,
how shall they be fed? 1 tell yotr~the secret of it is to have the
children come and give themselves to Jesus. Let but Jesus bless
their work, as he did the five loaves and two fishes, and the whole
ultitude shall eat and e filled. And last in closing how many of
these children want to do good and be good? Now, we want to
work together.  You remember the wreck of the Atlantic. 1 heard
of one wreck recently where the life-boat was sent out to save those
who were on board.  Coming back the boat struck upon a sand-bar
and they could not get iLoff,  They threw a rope {o shore and the
men on shore pulled, but were not able to move the boat. There
was a company of children standing near and they said, we will help.
So they put their little hands on the rope, and then they all pulled,
< with a strong pull, and a tong pull, and a pull altogether,” and the
Loat came oif. The children pulling with the older ones saved the
jeople irom the wreck,  In this work for God we want the child
|ower. The power of children’s prayers and children’s W ork, along
v ith the strouyg hands of father and mother, and teacher and pastor,
. nd then we shall save men [rom wreck.  And iy God bless us ail:

all the people should
done? By teaching it to the
great multitude stood before C

Hymn—* Tell me the old, old story.”

Rev. Joun Potis Laid he had always taken a greal interest i
‘he work of the Sabbath School. You may have read of the terri-
e c.\plo:,ion at Windsor Mills, in the Province of Quebec, on Mon-
aay last. One of the young men hurried into cternity by that terrific
cxplosion was ason of-the Hon. James Ierrier, of Montreal, and an
carnest Sabbath School worker. He began first of all with the infant
class in the old St. James Street Church, and went from one class to
another till last spring, when the members of the firm with which
lhe was connected thought it well to end him to Windsor Mills to
take charge of an important business there. Before he went there
e came to speak tomeas his pastor. Indeed he had some thoughts
of entering the ministry, but the conclusion arrived atwas that it was
hetter for him to devote himself to Christian work in connection
with his secular business. He left Montreal and St. James Church
-nd went down to live at Windsor, determined to work for Christ
there, and he was instrumental in commencing Sunday School work
tliere. He was entirely devoted to the work, so much so that in
vriting to his afflicted parents yesterday 1 said in my letter that 1
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knew of no young man inall St. James Street Church better prepared
for sudden death than Gordon Ferrier. He was onc of the most
devoted Christians I ever met; first, 45 a Sabbath School scholar,
and afterwards an earnest teacher. In a moment he was hurried
into eternity, but I believe was found prepared ; and, though thus
taken away, had an abundant entrance ministered unto him into the
everlasting kingdom. It seems to me a voice comes from that awful
explosion to every Sunday School worker—* whatsoever thy hand
findeth to do, do it with thy might.” '
<4

Rev. GaviN LANG, after a few preliminary remarks, told the
children a story of an infidel who, when lying on a sick bed, had
posted up in his room, these words *“ God is nowhere.” His little
girl came into his room and he asked her to read the words and
che read them thus, God is now here.” He did not imagine that
it could be read in that way and his little girl’s vursi(}n of it laifl hold
upon his mind and he began  to realize that God was “now here.”
From this story the children might learn that they could do some-
thing in that great work that required long training on the part of
ministers to prepare for. This little girl did a great deal and there
was not a child present who could not do much for the great
Master. He told them how when the Prince of Wales was sick
unto death his eldest boy gathered the rest of the children around
him and prayed for their father's recovery. Fvery child present
could do like that little prince for it did not require to be a prince
to pray. There was another thing a child could do as well as prayy
and that was work. He gave an instance that came under his own '
observation in Scotland, of how much good a little child had been
able to accomplish. In conclusion he expressed the pleasure it
gave him at having the privilege of speaking at so large a Sunday
School gathering, and when he would go back to Montreal he would
Ie able to tell them of the desire of young hearts here to do some-
thing for Christ, and be something like Chrlst. Then they would all
join in their prayers that the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour
might be advanced from day to day till all nations and kindreds and
peoples and tongues, young and old, shall be gathered into the one
fold and rejoice in the presence and the light of the one great and
good Shepherd. ’

Hymn— Shall I be there ?”

Rev. T. W. JerFERY said he would talk to the children a short
time about the Lord Jesus Christ. He told them of the noble work
done by John Howard, and asked them if the whole world should not
be grateful to him for what he had done. But Jesus Christ had done
wore for us than any man.  He told the children of what the Lord
Jesus had done 1o make the carth beautiful and the people on it
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for the forgive-

He asked them to come to Jesus not only
his life, and he

happy-
eir sins but also for all the blessings of t

ness of th
told them hLow willing

sings.

Jesus was to confer upon them these bles-

Hymn—" Jesus, lover of my soul.”

Dr. O'MEARa briefly addressed the children while waiting the
children here will be

arrival of Mr. Ashworth. He said : how many
preaching the gospel twenty years hence? On this point I will say
a word or two and tell a story. It is a story of how an Indian came
to be. a missionary of the cross. Last summer 1 had occasion to
visit the Province of Manitoba. I went there for the purpose of
getting a revision of the mew testament in the Ojibeway language
which I had translated. 1 met 2 committee there, and amongst
others I noticed the ablest and cleverest Indian 1 ever met. He
was a minister, and 1 heard the story of how he.became a minister
which .1 am now going t© tell you. When he was a boy about
thirteen or fourteen years of age he was brought to the bedside of

his father who was dying. His father had been 2 few years before
a wild Indian, but the preaching of the gospel by the missionaries
had reached him and brought him from darkness into light and from
the power of Satan unto God. Soon after he became 2 christian,
that scourge of the Indian race, consumption, seized him. He was
seized with bleeding of the lungs and the doctor told him he must
lie in bed and not move: His little boy was brought to him and he

told the people round him “1 have something great to ask of the
iri i % His friends and

Great Spint, and T must ask it upon my knees.
ily tri i how dangerous it was for him

er, to yield to his entreaties.

to move.
They raised him up O% bed and what do you think was the
jan i ting his hand

prayer_of that poor Indian , Pu
upon the head of his li aven, he
y might be spared and

rayed to the Great Spiri

might have it in his heart to g0 each the Indian people

the gospel of the grace of God, and that the good missionaries might
m the means of doing so. Almost

have it in their hearts to give hi

jmmediately after the paor Indian fell back and expired. But there

was a hearing and i andste answered that
e missionaries and has

myer. The Indian boy was
n for many years 2 missionary to_the Indians. answers

rayer, and 1 trust that your prayers will be, that many childrep now

before me may become ministers of the gospel of the grace “of God,

and teach others the way of salvation. 2 ;
M. Phillips sang “I have heard of 2 Saviour's love.”

Mr. John ASHWORTH said : my friends, the few words I shall
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have to speak will be more es ecial i
take a text and I want all yolzx boylz ::I:ih;igg y:oar}\gaglg‘s. o
1 sball not tell you where they are, because I want yo s E§e e
« vs()lomon my son, know thou thé God of thy fathg’rsu t?i nd the;n,
with a perfect heart. If thou seek Him he will he fa ’ (.;erve iy
1 thou forsake Him, he will cast thee off for ever.” ?l“l}? of e
words, and I do not doubt but some of you’ have alre t(:isa‘,_are e
minds 'tumed to‘the very place where they are to baL );m Xin
the Scriptures. That was a grand sight that day when thc e
David held in his .hand before all the people, what in Ee ?ld e
call plans and specifications. David held in his hand th"g S
confaining a plan _of the temple, and when all the elderreefplaperS
were, present and his son Solomon, seventeen years of it
tllgrggtgehz::ddhe handtgd that document to him and mﬁi’ vsvtt::'(e,dt}?;
A ade use of. I am gl i
did to that young man, “know t}%otdt}:: agolc)laovf! ctlhcoi};]t: sa"y (‘;hat b
that it is not the plural number that is used. Iy kno:vr.th 1;;8\"{6
%?;l ng a perfect man, and you will always find when a;u aVlg
B e I;Ol%mphy, it gives us the black and white of each c);\arar:a
louha now that there was a dark stain upon David’s ch 104
out he was fearfully punished for it. The Lord said “ charactev.
shall ngv?r depart from thine house for ever{’ Let thos ! e;lsword
:te D‘:;nd s fall r:]emember the terrible retribution that felle wA?teS: Zg
motheri ;ougggve,“;)al:;. if :ngc:)fn;c:ul::;w ;Vh}?t g o e
boys and girls  You know me ; I have :)‘enatt ye(;'utlzztsiz;:) s]aylu;l e
worked before you, I have read the Bible to you, I have (;Ik Jou
to _the house of God, I have tried to be an exa,m le w hen e
imitated, and now I want you to walk in my steps’P—if (:lr\t & tg i
:oy d;)rdsglrl who has such a father—be- thankfyl. But te}:e an
ug he of homes where there is no family praye;' no Biblerere:.:
ﬁdn;s:r:ngem\::;dredifof chl}:dren who have homés of som:w and
sery. you have a good i
bl:z thaqkfu] to God for them. Six lgitt(l)e g{:serc;nmde at: e rgother
:hort tlm; :go, barefooged and wretched, their mothermv?\’rasoou
! :::‘; ?t?e mt fy s:iiim:h::kinﬁ t;(j)r shoes and stockings. The monvlne:l‘:
¢ ad put clogs on the feet o
;}::}e‘ f}:\;l((ljr:;,a afltr:g no‘v‘volhallll,n lsrlx]feorsn:&i t‘Elgt you sold &:ﬁ;’g‘ffg
chaxl'ge me with that,” but the little boy a\:ldl s“smhg:}]:;:g 01;1051'31’0;9 T
cold notbe o B mat e t0d, T said 1 am thankful to :
wig};\ n(:r Ispglalt I[;{g the truth, and now if you leave those chilé?ur
i 1ea:e :‘1 t?f]?j care”of them.” She said, “ Mr. Ashworth, icdu‘i;
i w)_{“c talk ren.” But the eldest girl said, “ mother, 'do, Mt
e i . e of us. Thank God you have not m(;ther‘s like
. Many of you have godly parents who can advise youla:
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David did to Solomon ‘ know thou the God of thy father.” The
randest service 2 mman can enter upon is the service of God.

would say to every boy and girl here, dare to be religious, dare to
do the right at all times, dare to attend your church meetings, and
class meetings, dare to stand up and profess religion in every class of
society and depend upon it, God will bless your every step through

life.

Mr. Phillips sang «The Rescue.”
The whole congregation then sang Praise €

blessings flow,” and the meeting was dismissed witl

1)r0nour\ccd by the Rev. Emile ook, of Paris.

yod from whom all
h the benediction

MASS MEETING or S. SCHOOLS IN ELM h'l'Rl-lh’l‘,CHURCIL

_attended meeting uf,lﬁc school children
Flm Street Church. The

| hy(ns had been sung,

There was a numerously
of the central part of the city
Rev. 5. ]. Hunter presided.

The Rev. S. ] Huxrer said that he had bgen ask
over the meeting oD the present occasion. As several gentlemen
had been asked to speak he would not detain his hearets. He felt
sure that they were about to have @ good meeting, and that the
school children would show the visitors that they Kkinew how to be
He would first call upon a gentleman to address them who
tacle for a considerable time, who came
d been living as & missionary among

held in the
After severd
ed to preside

have.
had not seen such a spec
from the far West, where he ha
the Indians.

The Rev. EGERTON YOUNG
oe to be asked to address t

said he esteemed it 1o be a great
privileg he gathering. He wished that his
young hearcrs could accompany him to the school he had served for
the last six years: If they looked at their maps they would see far
north of Lake Winnipeg & territory marked on them. “That country

2 the scene of his min-

was inhabited only by Indians, and there W
istry. iren like those NOW before him, well

He never saw any chilc

dressed and speaking his own language. He held in his hand a
hymn-book from which the little Indians sang, and he would read to
the, from it, a verse of the hymn which they had just sung, trans-
lated into the Indian dialect. (The Rev. gentleman here read the
yerse, ¢ Come, Jet us join our cheerful songs,” in the Indian tongue.)
Now they had fine weather in Canada, but in the country he was
speaking of the little children had for some time got out their skates
and dogs ready for the winter. In that country they saw no white
persons, and had no 108y apples and no beautiful flowers. The
dians lived chiefly on fish. He had often asked a little Indian what
he had had for his breakfast ? and the answer had been

“hoiled fish’
—and what for dinner >+ baked fish 2 and what for supper; fried

fish.” Tl
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fish.” The missionaries had to live .
people were bpginning to uppreciatct tﬁ‘; t:hth:?)nflfh e aljo. he
at first 1t rcqul}’cd some trouble to make them do s g ggﬁpt y thiough
sion, when & little Indian was told of the castin ,bOA t fn DIE, gEpes
and their entry mto the herd of swine, he repblicd!3 ‘(‘)\\lvlov t.hc et
ﬂwy all drowned?”  On being told ¢ Ves,” his ’on] -Mt’ and were
«What a lot of pork to be wasted.” Thus it mi ){ :O\mmem was,
much training \Was necessary to bring the forces of tErT’L‘Lh e
hcfnhcmsm of, these  poor people. The dré;s wor ; 1 on b d?rk
children wag,not like that of his little friends l 'l‘helll't)ly T
1o school with sl_mwls over their heads, and would 'fl 1t c Bt s
only peep out of the folds with one eye until thye1 gky HeE
“”.d more friendly. The little boys came dressed -ydff’m?“-’ balgsr
this, the mosttnorthern school of all, there “'ére :)n ‘clur skinf, M
fifty children, and although the cold was often for‘;lL “;ndr?d and
'b‘clow zero, they would come for miles in order to 1tyt 'mlilﬁ‘y dhgrecs
['hey were surrounded, however, by Pagan lndizm; 'Lnélm- s
advantage that the taught children p(;sscssed ov"érdrtl] 0 show e
prethren hcvwo_uld tell of an incident that occurred jmh'lgl-]-on‘mt
that would indicate the miserable state of the <h) th B
one band the child of heathen parents was cnyLra ‘e:‘l .lndmns' 1
not get well the ignorant people thought it til; 4}));;?“ 5.0 as he did
him ; so they took the poor child and strangled h'm‘, L((jnnlsc to_klll
up a heap of logs and burnt the body. He went : anl then piled
111()(;151;;11@:11,(}{11115 them how wicked they had bccl? :I:flmh Lt;dthre-
Jad offended God. They seemed 1 e codiw : ow they
sent their children to the ); Stll?(:;ll,lzlrg:?:siv::g: }Vhﬂl 3\1@ sald; anc
and bll‘t;\;;.(hl others with them.  They had no h.orjsoel:lein lllhemsclves
:;yiieﬂ ;1\\“]1% \I\)ishztilt[ folr’ by Indians who lived two or three li;gg;l:d
hrgé d()‘-'i) ot 141(L;~0-‘Iﬁ0 to his sheds where he kept some twent
arge dogs 3 ake cight of them and harness the ) e
taking some Indians with him and loading ‘ip tl::i‘x to two sleighs,
?lL,J,(:%”,nLi" ' ll‘hcr‘c were no roads and their way \\';133:;;1035 flm.
'Uréh Is :1?\( over the ice on the rivers and lakes. When ’rlu“ e
‘l\{l) t(;gz llmd to camp, they would first take off their sum\l’ii}i‘ ‘l‘CﬂmC‘
U;'Llr,‘edli’v'l ln'ou;‘:h the snow to the ground. They then 111'1;1::0?51?‘?1
e il \)l\lnz‘h[l])]l:;;:[l)@u%;h:, )yvlng first lighted a fire and mudi tl:re\ir
e uri dnl Tie dr‘l?l’”- . I'hey then would wrap themselves up in
Ll et ru{\;in\nt(; valccl)‘, having first called their dogs round
s 2o endl \\'ilhktwo(u‘r :"I.zzssvn(td\vould not, perhaps, like to have
fellows under the circumstances . Sgif)z}:::: lltllcy were ol BREL e
ihenight o N . oometimes he snow W all 1
‘ (;;t ;l‘jlml;rldt 1;OVL1:0[\1\"‘111]: ip'\'- \y11cn it did it.made thcmoxilodrehc%rlr?-
have to go Jon, day aﬁcr‘dil;r)ul?ltlillmtll fovrzsln?g_ Thus they would
Tn 2 few months more I Y hey 1eqchcd their destination.
¢ he was to return to this far distant land and
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11 the Indian children all about his young hearers,
m about the Indians. He urged those pre-
other missionaries in their prayers.

«ork for the night is coming.”

he should then te
just as he had told the
sent to remember him and

The children then 8ang

Rev. Mr. VAIL,

pleasure to scé hisyou
happy to be able to tell his own school when he got home of the

attentive man in which they had listened to the gentleman
who had spoken. They could not help listening t0 him for he was
so interesting. He should be forcibly reminded when the « Mission-
-ary Sunday ” came round. He proposed to take his young friends

out hunting with him that afternoont and should give them a text,

but he would not tell them where it was to be found, but _would

Jeave that to them to find out. They would remember t
somewhere in @ book by Solomon that the words occul,
the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vines ; for ouf vines have
tender grapes.” The idea intended to be conveyed Was the
destructiveness of the foxes in the eastern lands. The little animals

came down from the mountains an
destroyed them, and the husbandmen, accordingly, ha

watch for them and kill d his hearers t0 go
some mean foxes in the

with him an
He was su d he hoped directly they

swere found they wou

nest.of these little foxes.

mischievous little fox was «] can't” )

Kknew this little fox, sometimes it peeped out when they wer

tend the baby, or to learn their lessons- But it was an U

animal and he warned them never to let it conquer them. There

was another little fox, “not quite yet,” or * pretty soon,” or by and
» This was a very bad fox and showed itself when children

came to school with their lessons half learnt and procrastmated in
, :

their little duties.

gometimes said when

apples were ups

and yet the child wh

rence and had done it, was guilty of alie when this answer wa
given. Then there was a little fox called “I forgot.”

any little child present who made this answer when he O

gone out after having been forbidden to go out by their mother?
1f so he would earnestly wam them against this little fox. He nov
came to the nex i 1 can't help it.” Some-
times a little boy migh bad temper, and after
somé violent outburst there came But all could helpit
who tried so to do. The last fox em d( was a very

of New York, said that it gave him much
ng friends before him, and he should be very §
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mischievous one indeed ; it was, “1 ) -

beware of it for if it ever obtained po;is(:slstioxfa(:?.the h]ézttt.hem all
Jead to sad results. He would now give them som T l’llt would
catch these foxes. I can,” 1 ouGHT,” “I w1e yatcamen to
made the utterances their own determinat,ion thenLtLl‘:e and if they
ease destroy the little destructive foxes he had mentiox{egoxdﬂgﬁ‘

At this stage of the proceedings the
that Mr. Ashworth, Mr. McLean ang M: Pi?gg“{:ﬁﬁ?;;:ix;;ﬁz%&

Mr. Philips sang a song entitled—*
heams.” E Let us gather up the sun-

Mr. ASHWORTH said that he w I .
hearers, but he would not tell themo\l\lzll?ext-:kif :;:se X:oagc} g%we e
would leave them to seek it out for themselves. It w:;s ‘?"lI‘nld. e
be plunted in the hgmse of the Lord shall flourish in t’h hey that
God ; they shall bring forth fruit in old age.” In th elgourts ot
they had plantations made by market gardeners cousi:tino t::ountry
trees ready to be taken to the gardens of the rich and ingtﬁ i
time being carefully E@l}turcd and tended. This idea of pl e mean-
cqnveyc(l in the words of the text. The yonng trees wcFe:lntmg Ve
'w‘nh every care until they had taken deep root in th supported
Teachers s;hould.ta}cc carefully to heart this lesson, for it tae Eround.
that the Word of (.'Od could be brought home to ’the minl:ig t ;hem
young. All'experience taught this. When he was in N SY0 o
saw this principle carried out. He was staying at a hew ork he
}I}cru was 4 humerous family of boys who were one and aﬁn{se wiiare
The {ather had said that he had carnestly prayed for th Lo;ldv erted.
it was that one who could bring the others to Christ }; eiciesh
vertgd. and all the younger ones also. And such a .rcsulf wasldC oL
low in all who received this early planting of the Word T}v}v)o u
ﬂo_unsh. Flourish as teachers in the courts of God .'.md l;y e
tribute to the working out of the promise COntain,e 3 i t}eln con-
and in their old age they would bring forth a glorious fruite t.‘i)liti
how glorious was old age. Youth was glorious, but it lacked bal

and solidity which could only be found beneatl’\ the siiv d ha.last
those who had advanced in years. That was to be fout;rée lau' 'Of
31:;: m“s'l;;)dhgd tlbecn ﬂoatinfg (.}own the river of years and w(l)ltyh;.g

tos n the storms 0 life. Such would and did bri

abundant fruit whe id bring forth
courts of the Lox'dl.] B The W Gary plantgd and trained in the

The assembled i «
old story.” 1bled school children then sang—* Tell me the old,

ev . HARDSON said that he was g]ad to be prese t with
R G. R1c n
his hearers. It was an error to suppose that the tr uth could not be
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susceptible. \{0}1 are endeavoring to write upon the youthful mi
those 1essons Which will become motives in after life }l—ler ” mind
loved and fespected by everyonc. There is another.wﬂki: e,
despised by all.  What made the difference between tl;eﬁe tg o i
In early life one was guarded, surrounded by the princ.i | v.vo fm en-?
ious thought m?d religious education ; and the other wl)qet? &
a waif upon society, and it was left to circnmstances to‘ 'm“?(v;nlas
character. One has become a drunkard ; the mhér has bou "
Christian.  One was shielded in early life by religious‘ )reico'mf) z
the other was left to go on in the way that leads to E\}crllutl‘lmp oty
dition. Had he been protected by religious principles int ‘t«;‘fl 11)_er-
and had they rc_cmvcd a lodgment in his mind he mi}m ha ybl-fe'
anlhmmr {0 society, a blessing to the church myxd to thi Wor‘l‘ile Ywn
object is to carry out the idea of God from all eternit —»thz i3 ‘0\1rf
salvation, and impress it upon the human mind at a ;Ycriod ]v(l o
is-most impressive. Then, the motive which actuates you i“ hen 1t
the highest motives. 1t is not pride ; it is not nmlnltign ; i G of
love of the world ; but it is the sublimest of all lovcsrrt‘h:‘ 115 'fmt
Christ. 'And no greater motive power can any hum';n bei (rr)‘lL of
to l(l-;x(l hnnl i)n to success thian this. By it the grcntcétarhie\l/]q;n\e::ti
in the world arc accom slished.  Is there a ior whos )
stands more fully hcfnnl* the public ‘(:‘T\fholl;ylxil]:rcl(;z ;‘r:},(?c game
more lu:n}’ts to-day than that of Florence Ni"htinnn\c. whg 5‘1‘;’@ t -
10‘ t_hlt’ (./l'lllw{l;lu su\; gur countrymen P Luovc wnt; tl{c moliv:]])o:\)flel:
which moved hef - N, the motive power i Aiogcs
Christ. I'hen if you take the su\)jccl1 itself, :lt‘ iiot}:ec‘::snl:l >1~Svef ['01r
subjects-—1t 15 Christ Jesus and Him crucified. Am%hcr «::o . 1‘1 ]f
success is the support you have. Many of us fail in'life bec g -
are not well backed up ; but the Sabbath School s . ‘k(;nc{!sc -
magnificent force, and that is the Christian Church I)IH ((‘1 Dyl
Church stands at the back of the Sabbath Srimol A \\’J]L\-y ) ]ymlt“\m
have been times 1n which the Christian Church ins l)ccnm\‘: Let
ht‘“ “{‘?““y)"l’“ tl'()()k()m tl\T fact that eighteen hundr;('l years 1&?3&?@
stood in Palestine One who, without fame and without el )1 R
forth to preach the Gospel which alike offended eve fl I
at the root of what was everywhere called glor 7ul leL';) »ody, striking
fhe revolution that religion has oduce gloxy, At when we observe
Kknowledge it to be  the mighlic‘s[ 1‘()1';*(1'1‘: tllI:: ‘\\\Slrl\((ll Wi,tl“-:lsttl ac-
et than everything clse ; and as you sce it bmgrcs'.%intr ‘ul\.d e
pering you sce evil n all.its forms flceing before it N,y B
backed by this great POWCT, the power of the (ihrisli.’th (\hur’c)h)ll Yan
are bac k_“‘l by another power—by angelic influences ; for do - -
}:2;3\;: l::‘ said ;)ffh}} :1;1gc1>. connected with childrc}n that tyhé;' 11]1(:
¢ face of their Father in heaven ? As thouy(rh ( 1 w i
say that the Angels that had-the aardianship of ¢ P ’9( would
were ever around them to supp«n‘% and Sll(‘C()‘lll‘Ofl]:Ll‘]l::I;\‘:"le{ J:ldpo“\\}]c(:
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to go into the almost immediate presence of the everlasting Father
that they might get light, and wisdom, and power, and knowledge
with which they could surround youthful minds and lead them up
to the Kingdom of God. Youare backed by the power and sym-
pathy of that Christ who gave the commission to his disciples to
« Feed my lambs.” There is another reason for encouragement, and
that is the success which has attended Sabbath School work, in  the

ast.  When you consider all the work that has been accomplished
in the world by Sabbath Schools, when you s€€ men occupying prom-
inent positions in society taking part in that work, and acknowledg-
ing its great influence and power, when you se¢ the numbers that
have been taken to glory through the agency of the Sabbath School
_ these motives are subjects of encouragement to Us in our labors

in the Sabbath School. (Cheers)-

LIGHTS AND SHADOWS-IN THE SUNDAY SCHOOL.
President, 1 respond to your call to
his grand gathering, with cmotions of gladness and
for gladness are various. My love for the
A the establish-
makes me glad to take part in
n as to the result of this

Rev. JoHN Porrs—Mr-

appear before t
solicitude.  The causes
Qabbath School institution as a most efficient agent in

ment and extension of temperance
these services. (Hear, hear.) My convictio
Convention, and the stimulus which it will give to
workers in this great department of divin k, makes me glad to
be here to-night. And it does my hat it throbs in
sympathy with s If have a
common desire to €€ the Kingdom ¢d throughout the
world. My solicitude arises from the nature of the theme committe

to me by the Commitice. 1t 152 poetical theme, needing practical
treatment, and T am not a very poetical man. The theme is “The
Jights and shadows of the Sunday School.”  There is a state where
it is all light and no darkness at all. The inspired desciiption of it is,
« And there shall be no night there,”—all celestial brightness and
divine glory. Butwe have not yet reached that celestial state, and
we must look at things just as they are. We livein 2 mixed state
—physically, socially, intellectually and spiritually ;—2 mixed state of
light and darkness, of pleasure and pain, of joy and sorrow, of con-
fiict and conquest ; and it will be found on observation that very
much of human life consists of these opposites t0 which 1 have just
now given expression. The nature of the theme—* Lights and Sha-
dows in the Sunday School”—indicates that it is assumed that there

are;&'\g{:}{s,"and shadows in the Sunday School. Gin is darkness.
Whetéver fhere is sin to any extent, in any degree, there the shadow
divine grace. That

falls upon’ souls unrenewed by the power of

all Christian

unconver
he 0.
eOUSNESS)
divine su
Sunday 5
divine lig
and inde)
lighhof d
sess 10 N
convertee
have sha
there is |
nion that
scholars,
heart to
sant face
grace the
was dark
saved ar
the light
domof «
that teac
centre O
is illumi
ulory arc
scholars
CONSECTa
school, «
the rays
that the:
all our
and we
bath S¢
knew a
whom |
NIis d)‘i{'
down p
able me
and sai
neart w
one tha
{ar larg




ng Father
knowledge
d them up
- and sym-
disciples to
ement, and
ork. in the
-complished
l’yi“g prom-
acknowledg-
umbers that
»bath School
n our labors

SCHOOL.

your call to
gladness and
“love for the
“the establish-
) take part in
e result of this
all Christian
es me glad to
hat it throbs in
myself have a
throughout the
eme committed
eding practical
theme is * The
s a state where
sctiption of it is,
~ brightness and
lestial state, and
n a mixed state
_a mixed state of
1 sorrow, of con-
sation that very
vhich 1 have just
« 1 ights and Sha-
.sumed that there
Gin is darkness.
there the shadow
jine grace. That

97

unconverted teacher in the Sabbath School is a shadow. It must
he s0. While his mind unillumined by the light of the Su-n of Ri vllst~
cousness, and while his heart is not lighted-up by the rays of 311&
divine sun he must in the very nature of things be a Sh&ld(.)\\' in the
gunday School.  The class over which he presides may have tlL‘
divine light shining upon their hearts, butit is zlltogcther")l/u;t fro N
and independent of the teacher. He has no power to ‘rlc‘ﬂcrt trln,
lightof divine truth and the light of divine grace, if he does not o
sess 1 his own heart an experience of it ; and therefore lcvcr o
converted teacher is a-shadow in the School. In all our “choo){qun‘
have shadows of this kind.  There is no exception.  As to scll(;l'lwe
there is hardly a class in any Sabbath School throughout tlic‘ l)(;lrs"
nion that has not been under shadows in the form of unt'onvcrtlgg
scholars,—young persons'who have everything but a com‘érsion of
heart to recommetith them to our confidence and sympzuhyi Plea-
sant faces, tender hearts, amiablé« dispositions, but unrhm'wcd LbL

grace they arc shadows in the Sunday School. Did I s:<Ly tﬁ'tt s'u);
was darkness ? Salvation is light,—light in the heart ; the \\'im ;xr>
saved are the children of light.”  They are l)crmitt,cd tgwwlk o
the light, as God is in the light ; they are translated out of th;» kinurl
dom of darkness into the Kingdom of God’s dear Son. TLook b;
that teacher who is qualified for Christian service, as he sit»‘l in t]?e
centre of his class @ he is a sun of light. The lesson t:mf.:hf by him

i illumined with heavenly brightness, and the rays of the divine
wlory are reflected on the minds, and consciences, and hearts of the

scholars _reflected from the transformed soul of that converted and
conscerated Sabbath School teacher. He is therefore a light in ‘th‘
school, mx_nwrtu\ by the power of divine grace, and illumined hL
the rays of the Sun of Righteousness. And 1 rejoice, Mr. Preside 121
that these lights are not confined to the teachers. We have tlﬁl\?lin,
all our classes,—in the Bible classes, in the intermediate classes
and we have them in a far larger measure than is admitted 1)\: Qﬂw
hath .\k\llf!()l teachers, and even by parents, in the infant clas ; .
knew a little boy who died before he was quite seven )'c:u“s. uf .‘1 i
\\"humbl believe was soundly converted to God.  When he lay u‘ fi)e’
his dying bed, his superintendent came 1o SCC him, and l‘\'l))cu}inl:
down prayed that this little boy might love Jesus. When that \'cncf—
able man rose from his knees, the little boy turned to his mother
and said, ¢ }l;l. I do love Jesus, 1 do love Jesus,” as thongh his littlé
neart was grieved that there should be a doubt in_the mind of an
one that he loved Jesus. We have this light in all our schools ini
{ar larger measure thanis usually supposed. Oh ! I love that verse
« Around the throne of God in heaven,
Thowsands of children stand 5
Children, whose sins arc all forgiven,
A holy, happy band.”
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The little lights have gone up from this mixed state and shine for-
ever in the presence of the Sun of Righteousness. Then we have
the lights and shadows of success and discouragement. In no de
partment of Christian science docs the light of success shine more
widely, mor¢ beautifully, than in our Sunday School enterprise. In
every department of the church, in every part of the mission ficld we
have the trophics of success that have been gathered in our Sunday
Schools.  1ook at this school.  The attendance is increasing ; the
superintendent and the teachers are penetrated by the conviction of
the immortal interests entrusted to them. 100k at these scholars,
The expression of their countenance

seems to say, < Tell me the
old, old story of Jesus and His love.” « Tell me, Jesus,” seems to
be the cxprcssion of the countenance, and the teacher recognises
the desire and is honoured of God in Jeading scholar after scholar
into the fold of the church.  But this light of success s by no means
universal.  There are dark shadows of discouragement resting upon
many schools. The attendance seems Lo be decreasing ; the interest
seems to be declining ; and few are taken from the spiritual nursery
and introduced into the fellowship of the visible church of Christ.
And teachers are ready to cry out with Isaiab, «Who has believed
our report, and to whom is the arm of the Tord revealed? Tt
seems that the discouragement is 100 great for them, and many a
resignation of Sunday School teachers arises from this cause.  But
it shall not always be so. «They that sow in tears shall reap in
Let me relate an incident Daring upon this point : In a New
Vork mission school was & Jad who carned his living in a factory,
He met with an ¢ «cident and was carried to the hospital.  Aftera
little time his teacher was sent for. -~ When he came the hoy told
him he had found salvation in his class in the Sabbath School.  He
«Teacher, let us sing that old hymn

joy.”

said,
cglhere is a fountain filled with blood." "
They sang together, verse after verse, till they reached the lines—
«CPhen with a nobler, sweeter song,
'] sing Thy power Lo save,
When this poor lisping stammering tongue
Lics silent in the grave.” .

hymn, but the teacher finished it; the poor boy

“T'he two began the
{0 sing in morc rapturow

from the mission school had  gone» up
strains—* Unto Him that loved us and washed us from our sins it
His own blood and n{adc us kings and pricsts unto God 5 to Him be

[n my imagination [ fancy
that Sabbath School worker ds he sat by the bed of
I have no doubt, went *swee jing through the
blood of the Lamb!" Ah! i} there had been

glory and dominion for ever and ever.”
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the chill shadow of discouragement upon the heart of{Q{ai toiler in
the mission school, he left that hospital that day fecling that success
had attended his teaching of the gospel to that poor boy, and he
felt his own enjoyment was multiplied by the expectation of meeting
that boy in heaven, saved through his instrumentality. T say, then,
there are lights and shadows in relation to success and discourage-
ment in the Sabbath School.  One word in conclusion. It secms
to me the practical point, after all, is this: How can we have less
shadow and more sunshine in our Sunday Schools?  There are hun

dreds of teachers in this sanctuary who are saying, I have had more
shadow than sunshine ; more discouragement than success. I have
gone to my work and left it feeling that comparatively nothing has
peen accomplished by me. - Tt seems to me if T could interpret the
minds of hundreds of Sabbath School workers in this congregation
to-night, they would say, Tell-us how we may leave thisConvention
and go back home and have less shadow and more sunshine in our
Gabbath Schools?  Would you like to know how? Have more
prayer. Prayer ()L'cnpic._s a <‘cn}ml, a vital and a fundamental place
in relation to success in Christian service, and by the power of
prayer you can chase the shadows away. By the power that prayer
invokes, the power of the Holy Ghost, you can chase the shadows
of sin and discouragement from the Sabbath School. The Divine
Spirit, whose office it is to enlighten, to pour light upon the dark
mind in answer to earnest prayer, that Spirit will come down and by
its aid you will have less shadow and more sunshine in your schools.

You must also have more consecration to God n relation to this
work. Brethrep and fellow-workers in the Sunday School, are not
many of the shadows traceable to the absence of the spirit of conse-
cration to God and to this work? T tell you to-night, that a renewed
consceration to Christ and to Sabbath School work on the part of
the teachers of this Convention would revolutionize the Sabbath
Schools throughout the Dominion during the coming year. Therc

is no school that would not enjoy a glorious revival of God's work

If the fire of a holier consecration was burned upon the altar of our
hearts as we go forth from this Convention to-night, determingd morce
than ever to have this one idea beforg our minds—my scho‘hrs for
Jesus ~would®you have less shadow and more sunshine ? have more
of Christ in the school. T am the light of the world,” says Christ.
Christ is the Sun of Righteousnesss.  Let your teaching be full of
Christ as the Bible is full of Him, and as the ¢ international series” of
lessons are full of Him. Let your hearts be full of Christ, and let
your example be like Christ.  Let Christ shine in your character
and conduct, and by the power of the transforming grace of God you
will be drawn nearer to Christ, and be instrumental in drawing the
children to him.  And thus, by having more prayer, more consecra-
tion, and more of Christ we shall have less shadow and more sun-
shine in our Sunday Schools.  (Cheers.)

Hymn—* There is a fountain filled with blood.”
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REPORT OF BUSINESS COMMITTEE.

Rev. J. A. R, DICKSON submitted the following report from the
Business Committee :

The Business Committee, with the concurrence, they believe, o
the Finance Committee and other friends of the Association, respect
fully ‘make the following suggestions and recommendations :—

First—That hereafter no subscriptions be solicited at the pub
lic evening meetings of the Association. It has been repeatedy
found that this practice tends seriously to secularize and depress the
otherwise admirable and devout spirit of the meetings.  As asub
stitute, the Committee would suggest that the County Secretaries b
cuthorized to come prepared to pledge heir counties for the moder
ate sum of fifty dollars each.  This amount would amply defrayal
the expenses of the Assc Jjation, and relieve it of the embarrassmen
and unnerving of the tone of its public meetings, that the presen
desultory subscription system entails.

Second—In view of the unusually arduous and responsible di
ties devolving upon their devoted General Sceretary (who gives bi
whole time most heartily to the work), the Committee unanimousy
recommend that his salary be fixed at not less than $800 for \hup;é
sent year. With their licl'>L)l].ll knowledge of the admirable qualif
cations for his arduous post of the Rev. Wi, Millard, the Committe
would gladly have fixed his salary at something more commensura
to the value of services rendered, but the present depressed stated
the finances of the Association forbids i The arrears of $150 due
for last year will be paid.

T hird—After most carefully considering the question of the u
wieldy number of members on the Ioxecutive Committee, the unan
nmous conclusion and recommendation Was that the large numbe
now \)l;u‘r(l upon (that Committee be reduced to at least 21, Wil
this view the Committee have selected the following names—n|
choosing more than one \g‘x'l)rcscm‘lli\'u of a church for the same ay
or town. Practical expericnce has «h'lnm\.\tr.'\ldl the fact, as a guné.
ral rule, that the larger the committet the less number attend thy
stated meetings, thus leading to embarrassment and delay.

As the local committee at the place where the Convention ng
be held have the power to add to the number of its committee, |
will not be necessary to add any further names, to the Executiv
Committee as NOW recommended.  The names proposed arc as fo
lows :—

London (which has one Vice-President)—The following add
tional names : W. P. Lacey, J. M. Denton, T. McCormick
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Brantford—Rev. J. Wood, Rev. J. Alexander.

Hamilton—Rev. J. Gardiner, A. I. McKenzie, Rev. H. John-
son, M. A

Belleville (which has one Vice-President)— W. Johnson.

Toronto (which has one Vice-President)—W. Adamson, C. A.
Morse, J. Cillespie, H. J. Clark, Jas. Hughes, Rev. J. J. Rice, Rev.
D. J. Macdonnell, B.D.

Galt—Has one Vice-President.

gt. Catharines—Has one Vice-President.

Bowmanville—H. O'Hara.

port Hope—Rev. Dr. O’Meara.

Kingston—Dr. Lavell and A, Chown.

Ottawa—Rev. W THall, MLAL

Montreal -ilas three Vice-Presidents.

Total—2: members, not including Vice-Presidents.

Respectfully submitted.

J. Grorce Hopcins, Chairman.
J. A. R. DicksoN, Sccretary.

Mr. Whl ADAMSON suggested that the salary of the (eneral
Secretary be fixed at not less than $r,000.  If each Sunday Schonl
would give three or four dollars the Association would have more
funds than it requires, and if this meeting agreed to place the salary
of the Secretary at not less than $1,000 he had no doubt that all
the money could be raised. 4

On motion of Rev. J. HoweLL the report of the business
committee was adopted.

THE TEMPERANCE QUESTION.

Mr. S. R. Bricos, moved the following resolution :—

«The Ontario Temperance and Prohibitory League, having
presented a memorial relating to the prevalent evil of intemperance,
therefore,

Resolved,—That this Association cordially sympathize with the
Ontario Temperance and Prohibitary League, and Societies of a
kindred character, in their good work, and would respectfully call
the attention of Sunday Schools throughout the Provinces of Ontario
and Quebec to the important matter of forming as far as possible,
juvenile Bands of Hope in connection with the schools as an excel-
lent preventative of adult and national intemperance.

The motion was carried unanimously.
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RESOLUTION OF THANKS.
moved the following resolution t—
«That the heartfelt thanks of the delegates and visitors to this
cordially tendered to the excellent Christian
friends of Toronto, who so frecly opened their houses and so
warmly welcomed us 1o their hospitable homes. The grateful
thanks of the Convention are also due to the Railway Companies
for the reduction which they made in their fares to the delegates
and visitors. Carried unanimously.

Dr. HODGINS moved, seconded by Rev. H. Christopherson,
that the very cordial thanks of this Convention be tendered to the
pastor and the trustces of this beautiful church for its use during
the eveping meetmgs: Carried unul)imonsly.

Rev. Dr. GREEN moved that the grateful thanks of the Asso-
ciation be tendered to the Young Men’s (hristian Association of
Toronto for thet us¢ of Shaftesbury Hall for the meetings of the
Convention.

A Sacred solo was sut

Rev. Mr. HARRIS, of Fingal,

Convention are hereby

ng by Mr. Phillips.

)

FAREWELL ADDRESSES.

Rev. 1. Gook, of Paris, said, may I say that the song we have‘/
could not fail to awaken in my heart affectionate recollections!
1 owe you an explanation. It has oftentimes been asked of me
but though it is not asked to night 1 ghall give it at oncc. My
name is an English name, my father was an Englishman, and [
have often been told that T have the appearance of an Englishman,
hut my mother was French lady. She was the daughter ofa
pastor of the French Reformed church, who served God in his
generation for sixty years in the ministry, and who was of the
purest Huguenot blood. He was the last o the ministers of the
Reformed church who reccived  their ordination in what was called
«The Desert.” That was during the time when the Huguenots
were not allowed to worship in any sanctuary made with hands. It
was- a very short time after my gr;mdﬁuhcr's ordination in the
« Desert”  that religious toleration was granted to Protestants.
Well, it is to my sainted magher that [ owe all Tam and all T have
been able to do for Christ. 1 was five years old when the incident
1 am about to relate occurred, but I remember it as if it was yester
day. 1 do not know what was the fault I had committed, but
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mother had been offended by something I had done. She did
punish me in 2 corporal way but she did not give me a motherl I?Ot
nor did she meet me with her sweet smile which she gave { 1}:'5
other children. I could not stand it any longer, and s%;IL lOt o
jer and said T was very sorry, but she said it was not enou“:lmthto
[ should ask her pardon, but there was one whom I had o%f} 1(1115
whose lp;u‘don I should also askt  She then prayed \\:ith mL'n ed
wept with me, and it was not long after that that I was convL and
My m(_)lhcr left us when we were very young. Before sl{c was et:'nke "
¢he said to her husband, “I have not the slightcstl ﬁnxi;i S etg
reference to my children. T have prayed to God an‘d ile hasy 'Wl
me their souls,” and she went away with the full as%uhncé gfl‘;?
fact. Oh mothers, what may not be your influence over ;four *0\me
children.  If you pray for them and with them, and conthimzc thi%
day by day you may also receive the assurance that their souls are
given to you. This is a very affecting service. We are .mllcd to
sy “adieu” to one another, and we have scarce had timc‘ to sa
“how do you do?” T arrived yesterday in ‘Toronto, and I have n({
had time to say that much to many here, and 1 llSSl’ll’c ou I wi h)l
u.)uld see a little more of you. What I have seen :m):l he-lr(ish-ls
given me a great desire to become more thoroughly XlC(lll'LinL;d wi‘tl
Canadian life and Canadian Institutions and with Lhe‘ (j'umdi'u:
country, Lu_ld more especially with Canadian Sunday %ch(‘)ols ' 1
certainly did not expect to find' such great progress in Athc Su‘n‘da
School work, in what appears to us when we 1obok ';u the l];'l) 'mg
hear some vague accounts of what is going on, to be more o;l]c;s a
Darren sqllttldu (Lgughtcr.) It gives us a great deal of '\stoni;h
ment to find such cities as this grown up in a (1Ll(lrtC} of a centur 1
and such churches, and such glorious assemblies as this L 1 s’houlyi
pave liked to have staid a little longer, but my previous en jageme s
prevent me from doing so. T dc now, friends b('t"cmmtb
: ‘ g » not know, friends of Toronto
whether T shall have the pleasure of sceing you again, but 1 sh l’l
never forget the influence of this night.  In the \vor’ds f 53‘1
our hymns, and they are words of L:ons%hllion, o8 e of

Blessed be the dear uniting love
That will not let us pm'i ;

Our bodies may far «)![,rulm‘n‘c,
We still are one in heart.

we are one here in the love of the blessed Saviour. Thank
God that there are so many who know Him, so m‘m‘ il g
Itirowi:\hl n[l) t;) love :lhg Lord Jesus Christ. May' y:ou 11;dyl ‘;:(;viflt;
e knowledge and in the love of the L s, ay we ¢

young and old, scholars and teachers, L1)'.115(2335 gtrtlrllls;eo l)\1{:‘}, \’\e o
one in heart and in the knowledge—increasing knO\Llcdlw:’—rm(lla}n
the love—increasing love—of our Lord Jesus Christ. We .'l:l]‘.;l orlxz
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in heart with respect to Sunday gehools.  That is shown amply by
this admir e Convention. 1" have been present Defore at Sunday
School mdetings, but never have I attended such a (Convention as
this. Youare certainly far ahead of us in France with reference to
Sunday Schools. We are 11’)‘ing to follow the example you have set
and 1 hope and pray that we may Le able to follow such good
examples. We are one in heart in this respect. Sunday Schools
have been @ Dblessing but they ¢ih he made @ hundred times more
blessed than they have been, and that is by carnest and constant
[t us continue 10 do all we can for the furtherance of the

prayer.
am sure T do not think T can

objects of the Sunday School. 1
have a moment’s hesitation in saying that there are many persons
here who have hitherto done but little for Sunday Schools.  Now
my dear friends allow me 10 say, letus resolve to devote ourselves
with more zeal to God’s service, and to do more for Him who laid
down His life for us.  We 00 often forget that. Do we not very
often act as if we knew nothing of the story of the €10 ? We are
not our own, w¢ are Christs who hought us and shed his blood for
Oh !let us be one in the strong resolve ta do for Him whatever
Him with our substance, with our time and
our talents and everything Fle has given us, for we have received
these things from him that we may use them for his glory. And then
we are onc in heart in the blessed hope of heavens but arce there
some here who have not that hope ? Why? why are they not the
children of God, the heirs of God through Christ? Is it that God
has refused any of you his grace? Oh! my dear friends, you know
the Lord is willing to he gracious and  waiting 10 be
You arc not waiting for Him, He s waiting for you.
He is waiting for you {o-night, and this s the ac cepted  tme.
Oh! that we may Al this evening feel in our hearts this Dlessed
hope, this assurance, that 1f we do not meet here below, we shall
meet in heaven and sing lmgclht-r in more peautiful strains than we
have ever been able to sing here, the ¢ song of Moses and the Lamb.”

(Cheers.)

Rev. S, MORRISON,

delegate from the Methodist I
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in the past asort of practical infidelity in regard to't
children, which they should all endeavour to remove.
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say this After the glorious mc_ctings which we _h.'l\'c had. These
meetings have heen preceded with earnest, powerful prayer, and God
has been faithful to His promise, and we have had the harmony and
the joy of thetHoly Ghost, which we so carnestly sought for. Our
meetings have heen meetings of Christian love, of Chistian fellow-
ship, of heavenly enjoyment. We have come very near to Jesus,
and it has been our happiness to cxperience the blessing of Flis
presence We will remember these meetings years after this with great
pleasure and with great (:(nnk})}'t. Our cmn.m(mi(m has !)ccn heaven-
ly; we have stood llmdcr H\s‘ shadow with great delight, and our
hearts have been knit together in love.  And now we are about to
separate. This is the last mectigy of this character we shall have in
"Toronto for some years to come. We go forth agan to our worl
with the motto upon our banner, “Jesus Only”—Jesus Christ and
Him crucified the perfect, personal, and present Saviour of our
Sunday Schools.  And as we go to our work resolved to look to
Jesus only, Jesus will manifest Himself in our Sunday schools, and
thousands of children who are now  sitting in darkness will be
prought into the light of His countenance, and shall help to swell
the song throughout cternity of Moses and the Lamb. It would be
pleasant to mysell to-night to speak for a little while of the work that
has been done in Toronto during the past summer. We have had a
alorious work of revival here, and it has been simply through the
carnest, pray rful, consecrated labor of the teachers; and if we are
{0 have a work of revival throughout Canada it must come from
carrying out those principles so fully set before us to-night by Brother
Potts.  Tet us as we party determine to have more of Jesus in our
preac hing, and in our teaching, nmrc_\uf loving prayer to Him, moic
consceration to His service ; and therc is no question as to the re
sults.  Beloved, good bye, and the Lord be with you.  Good bye,
and the blessing of the Lord rest upon: you richly, is the prayer of
cvery Christian brother and sister here in Toronto.  We  will pray
for you, and we hope you will remember us at the throne, of “grace.
Oh' that we had some means of communication, some “ Sabbath
Gehool Zimés,” to letus know how you are getting on in the different
parts of the country, so that our hearts might be cheered. But the
nation is too small for that ; but we are growing every year. Our
Sunday Schools are increasing every year, and [ hope ten years will
not pass by, before we have a Sunday School  Zimes” that will
come into our hands every week. Go on, then, and labor, and
Jook up, and the blessing will certainly come down.  (Cheers).

Rev. Mr. Craprs said, at this late hour he could do little more
than say “Amen” to the noble sentiments he had been hearing.  He
wanted to say Amen to the resolution of thanks to the people of
Toronto for their hospitality. He was delighted with Toronto. He
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wanted also to say Amen to the paper read yesterday afternoon in
which the Bible was glorificd. Some ong had said to him that it
was fhe high-tide of the Convention when they were glorifying the
book of God. That book was the central theme of the Sunday
Gehool.  Perhaps some of them had read Dr. Vincent's beautiful
allegory, in which he represents the Angel of Order coming to
the Angel ot the Sunday School and claiming the central place.
But the angel of the Gunday School said, “No, stand on one side.”
Then there came the angel of Music, and said, Give me the cen
tral place.” Vou have great power,” said the angel of the Sunday
School, “but stand on onc side.” ‘Then the angel of Adornment
and finally there came the angel of the Book an
said,  Give me the central place,” and the angel of the Sunday
School said, Stand therein the centre as our central 1)0\\"01’." Let
us keep the Book as a light to our feet and a lamp O our path.
And he wanted to say Amen o the sentiment of international  fra-
ternity that had been £0 prominent in this Convention. A Trench-
mah once said that Richard Cobden, because of his broad sym-
p;uhics {hat went out unto all lands, was the Jternational man. He
had often thought while they were discussing! so much in the States
as to who would be the coming man, that the true answer Was the
international man,- the man whose sympathies were 50 broad that
no sect and no nation cou

the privilege of visiting the old country with a company of teachers
and pastors. The cordial greetings they were met with and the fel-
lowship they enjoyed there, made his heart respond to the sentiment
of Christian brotherhood.  He wanted also to say Amen to the
honor that had been bestowed in this Convention upon the work ol
the Christian teacher.  There is no grander wor

came, and so on s

1d confine them. e had recently had

k than the work of
tod’s Word.  He remembered years ago reading a
legend, rqn‘cscmingthc position the truc teacher occupies. There
was a contest in heaven among the gods ; they were going 1o givea
crown to the mortal who had exercised the noblest influenee in the
world. The warrior came and rattled his sword, and showed the
strength of his arm, and told of what he had done in war. And the
heavens thundered. There came the artist and the poet, and the
heavens nodded. There came the musician who swept his lyre, and
the heavens hesitated. Al these claimed the firstand foremost place.
But at length there stepped up an old man who said, «All these are my
cholars 7 And the heavens cried out, ¢ Crown him, crown him
with immortality.” The teacher was the grandest of them all; and
God has a crown for every true teacher. But the true Amen to all
that has been said in this Convention is the Amen of our actions.
You are going back all over Canada to your various schools. There
is where you can siy Amen,——the Amen of practical work.  Carry
into practical operation the principles you have heard expressed
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here, and you wil_l say the best Amen. What we want is not so much
greater facilities in the way of machinery which are all valuuble, but
intense consecration to Christ. Practical faith in Christ, and per-
sonal consecration to the work will enable us with but five loaves
and two fishes to feed great multitudes.  May we all have this faith
and this consceration, and at last be gathered together at the river
that flows by the throne of God. (Cheers).

Mr. Purnies sang— God Dbless our native land,” and the
audience sang with enthusiasm, ¢ God Save the Queen.”

A Resolution of thanks was passed to Mr. Phillips and the other
American brethren who had contributed so much to the interest and
edification of the Convention.

Reve A. VaiL, of New York,—1 cannot but feel humbled in
the presence of so ‘magnificent an assembly as this.  Ten days ago
| had the privilege of attending the meeting of the great Evangelical
Alliance. But T may say that they did not more profoundly impress
my heart than this vast assembly of christian men and women. I
have been very much impressed with the unity and harmony that
have prevailed in this wonderful gathering. T was greatly interested
in coming here to hear a conversation between a live Yankee and a
Canadian.  We are wont to talk about annexation as though sooner
or later we are to swallow up the Canadas. This Yankee was boast-
ing in this way, but was utterly non-plussed by the Canadian saying
«what we are deliberating about in Canada is the annexation of the
United States to Canada,” (laughter), and he went onto say that
they were going to annex Minnesota, Wisconsin, Ohio,—he kept
coming farther and farther cast—but he stopped at the New York
line, and we are to be left out. (Laughter.) However, whatever
may be the political relations of the future, T am glad to know that
these Sunday School gatherings unite us to all that pertains to the
advancement of christianity, I am happy to have noticed in this
Convention the deep religious tone and spirit that have everywhere
pervaded it.  While there has been a very carnest discussion of
methods and forms and discipline, the spirit of Christ has always
Jeen uppermost. I have noticed that those speakers who have
spoken in that spirit have always met with a response. It is said
that certain men have the power of discovering concealed springs by
holding in their hands a rod and passing it over the spot. They
say they feel some strange magnetic influence trembling up from the

spring to their hands. This much is certain that wherever men with
the grand truths of God’s word have moved over this audience,
there has come back these loving responses that indicate the spirit that
is in every heart.  Our great work is, after all, to carry the word of
God to the young, to plant the principles of Christ’s truth in their
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hearts. This above everything else is our work, to carry Christ to
the children. T have somewhere read of this beautiful experiment
made by Professor Tyndal. In illustrating the law of sound, he
had occasion Lo call attention to & simple bit of pine wood coming
up through the tloor of the lecture room. At a certain point in
his lecture he stopped and asked his audience i they heard any
sound. They listened attentively but heard nothing. 'l'l\n:? he,
placed a hoard upon the top of the stick, and at once it hefame
vocal. °He explained that the stick reached down three stories
to the sounding hoard of a piano, when the piano was playcd upon, the
music came trembling up the atick, and the poard served as &
sounding board. The moment it was removed you listened in vain,
but the music continued down below. It seems to Mo that God
has placed «'unxricnu\\i in the hearts of men just as that Dit of wood
was placed thure. Divipe and gracious influences are playing upon
it, but they cannot be heard till the Sabbath S¢ hool teacher takes the
Bible and puts it upon the conscience, and then it sends forth music
that comes direct from the Holy Ghost. The teacher sands as the
divine interpreter. It is his work to give the DBible to children 50
that they can understand the divine movements of the Spirit in their
hearts.  We have always the Holy Ghost upon our sile, and with
His aid, our great and grand work is to teach the divine word to
the children in such a way that they may become wise unto salvation.
jut there may be many @ €6 her here who, in {he presence of this
Convention, has felt pumiliated.  He has i, ¢ T witness no such
influences in my school. I have toiled, Oh !t how long; but teachers
are carcless and indifferent and 1 cannot somehow Lreathe into
them the mspiration that 1 feel” There by T many such, other
hearts have been saddened. 1 noticed coming Jown the river the
other day there werc many places where the current seemed to - set
backwards,  But they were only side currents and they only flowed
for a moment, whil the great river gwept on for ever. There may
be here in this congregation hearts  that say, qurely 1 cannot

respond to the gpirit of this great Convention.  The Gabhath School
work is not progressing with me.” Dear brother, | sympathize
with you; and yet this grand assembly proves that the work itself
is going on, that the tide of christian influence is running high and
strong and carrying before it the great Kingdom of our lord and
Gaviour Jesus Christ. When 1 stood by Niagara lose to the falling
water, so that it fell upon me, [ could sce @ Deautiful rainbhow, not
in the clouds but lose at hand. When 1 moved away out of the
mist I could not sc¢ the rainbow. It was the bow (God gave me
when I stood in the storm. S0 it is in the hour of sadness and
trial many hearts have reccived revelations of divine love to comfort
and cheer them. They have received the Dlessing as they stood in*
the storm.
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Thank God for the gracious influence we shall carry back to
our work. 1 thank God, dear brethren, for all the influences I have
reccived since T have been here. 1 have sat a patient and cheerful
listener at the feet of many who have spoken. 1 am glad I havea
commission from the President of the Sunday School Union of the
State of New York to give to you a most hearty welcome to our
Convention, to be held in June, 1874. I was requested to give you
a special invitation to Watertown. So far as possible we will give you
the same hearty greeting and generous welcome you have given us.
And 1 trust all of us will go back with renewed strength for this
work.  You have all been reading of the singular pilgrimages under-
taken by some English people recently.  While I can have no sort
of respect for the superstition  that leads them to worship at the
grave of any human being, yet we must all admire the faith that they
manifest.  Onc man came there with a remarkable banner repre-
senting the literary institutions, and he came to consecrate the
Jiterary institutions of Fngland to the sacred Heart.  Another man
of England represented the navy, and so far as he could, he con-
secrated the navy to the sacred Heart, and so on. While rejecting
their superstition, T am glad to elieve there are men here  that re-
present every walk and condition in Society, and as Sunday School
workers we come here to conseerate ourselves to the one Christ
and to the salvation of the world.  And here we stand together,
heart and hand, to give oursclves anew to Christ and to the great
cause that he has committed o us. May God bless you in your
great work.  (Cheers.)

On motion of Fev. Dr. Green, a vote of thanks was passed to
Rev. B Cook and Mr. J. Ashworth for their aid and presence at
the Convention.

Mr. JOHN ASHWORTIH— Mr. Chairman and friends, it is a long
time since T rose so late in the evening to address an audience.
That is one feature of Canadian life that we have not got in Eng-
jand. But, [ eonfess 1 like Canada and 1 rejoice to see this great
gathering on behalt of Sunday Schools. Tt bespeaks efficient work
tor the future. 1 have heard you sing our fine old English anthem.
[ never heard it hetter sung inmy own country. (Laughter.) 1
am so pleased with your loyalty that 1 for one cannot vote for cut-
ting oft Camada. (Cheers) 1 had no conception.before I came to
this Dominion what a people you were, and 1 honestly confess 1
ghall have somethitig more to say about you when I return than I
ever had hitherto. And as for annexation—well l-—(cheers and
langhter)——one thing is certain, I have not found a man in Canada
that wants it (cheers), and 1 have purposely sounded many.
(Laughter).  Now, I say this with the deepest respect for the United
States. 1 have reason for respecting them, and so has any man that
came as a representative to the Evangelical Alliance.  There is not
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¢ Ocean to mect in that Alliance but will be a
(Cheers)- And 1 believe that Alliance
hout Christendom that will be
And I believe the Alliance of

2 man who crossed th
Detter man for doing 0.
will send forth an influence throug

felt till the sound of the last trumpets
this night will send influences throughout the wholc of this Dominion

that will Tesult in the salvation of hundreds of children. 1t is @
gweet thought, that.  And you teachers have & grand work. There
| in heaven that would not come down and take any
There is O grander work than leading little chil-
cstion three times repeated to Peter, “ Lovest
thou me 2" 1s put {0 every teacher. When we can say with Peter,
« Thou knowest all things, Thou knowest that 1 love Thee,” we have
the best qualification for a teacher. It is love that qualifics us for
the work. And this corresponds with the song sung at Dethle-
hem, “ Glory to God in the Highest, and on carth peace and good-
will toward men.” Mark the order. It was not Huud-wil\ to man,
and glory 10 God in the highest Glory to God went first, and
wherever that glory goes iLis followed by
there is no-love to God there is no love to man. There is no insti-
tution on the face of this carth that has for its object the Dlessing
and clevation of the race thatever infidelity established in this or

{ ((fhu‘r\.) Just as we love God will we love our
« Glory to God in the

is not an ange
of your classcs.
dren to Jesus. The qu

guod'\\"lll o man. Where

any other age.
fellow-men. The angels’ song Wi right.
highest” goes frst.  Now, in going hack Lo your work, 1 trust there
will be a renew ed conseeration 1o God.  In going to our work we
ave faith, and ow faith must be ac companicd with strong
[ would say 10 yot, teachers, it would be well if you could
Hf your children by namc. 1 know a teacher who takes
and there offers up & speci {

must
praycr.
pray for cach ¢
her class into small room
and the children join with her,  The result is that the
received more members from that class than from an
Then there is the power of example. We
For instance, 1 do not

o prayer for

cach one,
church has
twenty other clagses.
must be examples 10 those young people.
know what your habits are, but it there be a Sunday School teacher
who has been in the habit of smoking, ! hope he will wash his
mouth before he goes to his class. (Laughter.) Mark you this,
the young boys of America and of Canada and of lingland arc
smoking by hundreds and thousands. ‘Then you have yourdiquor
shops and tobacco shops open on the Tord's day. [ said in New
York that there is power cnough in Sabbath School tea hers to shut
them up if they only set rightly about i (Several voices— - they are
not open here o Sunday-) Well, 1 am glad 1 can take that back.
(Chcurs.) Your young men have not that temptation. If any
teacher isin the habit of using tobacco, | say to him do not touch
it, and let your boys know that you would not indulge in any habit
that is hurtful. There is another subject. 1 am 2 tectotaller,
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(chccr.\), and that ¢nables me to sa oy ;
do,” and I am Hmpkfjul to God lh}l{ \‘\Sil;::Z\'gl'otr\‘lgrri{'rm'ldvsl)“ D g :
upon my poor perishing brother, 1 am clear of 1'1is“\hl1> 1c ?Mlcted
regards my own example. 1 feel grateful that 1 'm; '11))10*0( w ey
1 do not know how many of you are abstainers ‘bntkif L tOfsay ‘tha'L
glory and thp .\vclfz\l'c of the young, give 1;1 rmv\\]e., i (IOdﬁ
('lucstmnuhlc in its character, God wil] give us sl-on;c )‘r)mtlnt hat i
in exchange. We are not our own, but are i)ough% ]tﬂ I}{]cssmgs
though rich, yct for our sakes became poor that weyl e
poverty might become rich.  Example will alway‘s 70 fllr]ough his
precept. 1 remember speaking at a place for :1b6\1% tw UT]Ucr thar
afterwards we retired to a gentleman’s house.  Supper O i
and after 1t was over, the gentleman said, )'()lll }1.’1\':‘;?« Pl:c-lllm.Cd7
Ea}]d, )‘01.1 1‘m151 h:u‘c_lhc first glass, what shall I give you ;T (i f\?‘)’
never take anything worse than water.” Suys he ‘)‘ d y =,
E?lsn()l'cf))'v()\lﬂa:;c ldmng t;111 \lhiﬁ work without ;.iinm’lnntsu?”) Uul n::l(il
_ ) man to do it with stimulants.” 'l.‘h'un “said
:&i“"l“"y \_I '{““, ”l‘"l going to send you to perdition bcc;m:c St“d
like a glass o wine : but that stuff in those bottles, 1 believe, s Tk
ing moderatcly, sends down to eternal dzn]]n:lytio 'IL\L’ S
thuus:mgl of my brothers and sisters every year ‘ And ‘}t -ICM[ fity
blr‘(')““]]; sake, who cannot stand the 1(',mi)\:ll\i0!.\ I \I\]'ill (r)llx\mi/tpoor
o o ’ Ve Y
ltliouglu?’;llkn:‘(::; :“T.:‘ ,u”k drawn that night. There wcré sc?il(l;:
e brer ml\, Anlnl the argument was to them insnpcmblé
P S ]u.*'ml ;:)1;\]::{1\}}:20 n]’(lcrr\\.'u-ds ,('mc of these mcn:
1 said, “ You wi S N e ,000 left you.” ““Yes,” he sai
is nut’u tl\n())ll)l (\)\flu&}:lkm]'nili%lx:u} Id&lngcr no §_ but he ]Acl’“Cd” “L']‘shlé?é
o pointms y house now. I shall never forget y
hng pointing to those bottles on that night we me get your
in the depths of my heart 1 vowed, God Ib'l e topethes; aud
touch liguor “gllm..; (Cheers.) ) /{n((l II‘LLplllzlgl n]lc,‘llwnuld never
e : s > added, "1 was ;
night.”  Mr. ('h(')\\i\r.nnn hl;;}l: Tl\l(; ‘1\’(;‘];“1\(1111 for what you said that
1oo e CinAT, had nat been a total abstainer myse
B o i 8 o B appeal to you, for ke
o Nci“vm‘m .”(”];ulhhmg, do not touch it. 1 see you ﬂr:; to
A 1 4 1o lecture for you to-morrow night.  Some f
imn ‘.” L le.l( v his lm)u hook, * Come to Jesus.” 1 sat with LLI rO
u;[c“ 11‘1,‘]()?\!9).11[‘%.,0 n limgklyn the other day, and 1 asked 11_‘1l
oo }L the history of that littde book.  Well,” he said, 1 1'1’m
somé m‘l:l::h\l\{ﬂ)illl)'\g\'.rurmun \\'1@]1 another minister, und‘ we 1‘1‘11(;
stay except the fav el tie meeting began.  We had no place o
of the back streets LII I:\,'lilln](}r;'(l)rlll T'\lll(l')” you go out with me into one
1 began, ““.d pretty soon a ("ln)\v(lluallll:trtlilnclt:)rmdcsktm the l_ncc_ting‘
and a man in the crowd began to .‘s'ing - Lsaid, *who will sing,"
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8

«Come to Jesus, just now ;
e will save you, just now.

«for days after these words, ‘Come to
Jesus just now,” kept ringing in my ¢ s, So 1 began to write, and
wrote page after page as the thoughts came into my mind, and took
it to the printer and got him o print me 2,000 copies.” Had New-
| Hall not been an abstdiner would that Come 1O Jesus” ever

1 ]n‘cnrhcd on these words.

mart
have been written Oh ! ted
you to give up every habit that

\chers in the Sunday School, 1 implore

impairs your usefulness in your great
T'riends of Toronto, [ am glad have seen you, 1 can go
say, Canada is loyah and 1 can tell them that Canadians
sing God save the (Queen” as [ have never heard 1t sung hefore.
[ believe the spirit of Christianity 15 \prcxuling through the nations ;
and 1 believe this Convention, 43 well as the pvangelica Alliance
will have something 10 do with Dringing about that tme
aten into ploughshares, and men shall re-
wers the world over. And may (iod hasten

work.
home and

mecting,
when swords shall be be
cognize each other as brotl
that time. (Cheers).

T would like to say @ word or two hefore we
part. We have been up in the Mount of Transhguration- Many
hearts have been sayl « Tthas been good for us to be heres let
us make three abernacles. 1 have felt all through these meetings
that the Lord Jesus has hecome increasingly precious 0 our hearts.
Let us then, with the consecration of this meeting onour hearts,
lown from the Mount, fully resolved, God helping us, that we
entering upon, work mor¢ faithfully, more
our dear Saviour. Iet

The PRESIDEN

come ¢
will, 1n the year W are Now
carnestly, more lovingly, more sincerely for
our watchword be, «Jesus Yet.” (o grant it may be so-

Mr. Pripips sang by special rul\\csl,——“'l"hc home of the
soul.”

Rev. F.H. MARLING then pmnmmwd the benediction and the

(*onvention closed.
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Baldwin, Rev. Do Baptist ..o lStrzuford.
Bainbridge, G. S |Wesleyan Methodist. . Markham.
Bankes, Mrs. Dro... ..\Buptist e e .“(Ih'\cago,
Bartlett, George Baptist ..o | Uxbridge.
Bennett, Thomas ] Wesleyan Methodist. .\Spenccrville.
Bee, Rev. W....oooo Primitive Methodist . ./ Toronto.
Bell, J. Jones . «- o ol presbyterian .. .-+ 'Goderich.
Bell, Rev. George, L,L.D.. Church of Scotlan .. Clifton.
Betteridge, (George Primitive Methodist . . Weston:
Beynon, J. W, MA..... an Methodist. . Jrampton.
Birkett, Myles .. ..o Wesleyan Methodist . - Newport.
Bingham, Charles T ... - Episcopal oo Port Hope.
Bigham, Samuel Baptist . ..ooeoon Islington.
Bowles, George ...+ . Wesleyan Methodist . - sandhill.
Boyd, Rev, James....o- - Canada Presbyterian. . Crosshill
Bosworth Thos. N Baptist ..o . Paris.
Bond, Rev. S .. oo oon e Wesleyan Methodist. CKemptville.
Brethour, Rev. D) L ... Wesleyan Methodist . - W indsor.
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Briggs, S R Primitive Methodist . . Toronto.
Broad, Thomas .....-- lndep,Mcth.lf,p'\sropal Windsor.
Briggs; Rev- Joel...o e Wesleyan Methodist . . Flora.
Briggs, Mrs... .o Wesleyan Methodist . . Flora.
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Brown, Rev. George .- Wesleyan Methodist . . (Castleton.
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Brauden, James oot RTT ... Markham.
Brooks, Rev. James - Baptist - .. Weston.
Brooks, Miss ..o Baptist \ooooeeor Weston.
Brooks, Miss 1. M Baptist ... Weston.
Brooks, Miss I B oo Y Weston.
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Buchan, D ..o \, . Baptist Toronto.
Buchan, Dr. H. 1. .. Baptist
Burns, Robert ... Primitive Metl *
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_ Wesleyan Methodist. .
Wesleyan Mcthodist. .
. Wesleyan Methodist. .
4. Canada Presbyterian. .
_Canada Presbyterian.
Wesleyan Methodist. .
Wesleyan Methodist . .
Canada Presbyterian.
.. Wesleyan Methodist. .
Wesleyan Methodist
.. !Methodist Episcopal...
. Wesleyan Methodist. .

Baptist .........

. .:R;Lplist i 8 g o
.. Baptist

Baptist .. ..

[ Methodist
.(Canada Presbyterian.
- Wesleyan Methodist. .
Wesleyan Methodist. .
\Congregational ........
. Wesleyan Methodist...
. Methodist Episcopal...

Congregational ...

Methodist New Con

. ,%L'ongrcgalion;ll
_.|Congregatignal ...
..\Presbyterian ...

I A
A “ongregational .

. \Primitive Methodist

s,

P. 0. ADDRES

../Toronto.
. Chatham.
Campbell’s Cross.
.Toronto.
"l‘omnm.

. Toronto.
. iTuromo.

. 'Strathroy.

. Toronto.
IKingston.
Wellington Squarce
Wellington Square
Paris.
. Paris.

Millbrook
Toronto.
. Lakefield.
'Markham.
. Mt. Forest.
I.obo.
Paris (France.)
_.ISt. Catharines.
.. 'Port Hope.
..'Toronto.
.. |Ashdown.
'Haverhill, Mass.
Hamilton.
Weston.
Claremont.
IGuelph.
Newton Brook.
f\\'cston.
|
|
_Stouffville.
.jHelmnnt.

_|Alton.
| Brantford.
,"l‘umnm.
[|Pittsburg, Penn.
..|Bracebridge.




Dowdell, James
Dowling, l\u
Dowdell, J.
Dredge, lh()s H
Drummond, Peter..

Duff, Robert oooveeeses

Duffy, Mr.

Dufiy, \ll\\ o
11\111“\'[‘
Dewart, Rev. L.  § P

FEdmondson, T
‘Hmll Rev. R. |

Elliott, ln\n

Fvans, W. H.

Faircloth, I M.
Ferguson, Rev. T A -
Ferguson, Rev. l;\mcn.
Field, W. R.

Finch, W. S
Finch,

Titzgerald, George
Findlay, Reve A Allan.
Finlayson, D
Fotheringham, l\k_\
Fotheringham, David .
Forster, Miss. ..
Foster, Mrs. Henry..
Frank, Peter cooeee
[Fraser, Alexander
Freshman, Rev. Jacob .

Fry, [8aag o coomreeaemenee

Galley, Fooooeriiinaes

Gallatly, David .

Cardinur, Rev, James..

Gamble, William. ..
Gillespie, ]

Gilmour, Miss.. ...+

.‘]'ul\»li\l i
‘l‘mlm\l e s 0

\\ esleyan \lgtlmdm .

.|)1|\\M
s WoS

Finch, Miss «.ooveeere e

]ulm Canada ltmh\lmm

...\l.qul

- I
DENOMINATION. “ p. 0. ADDRESS.
|
|
J'Toronto.
.‘U\.l)ridgc.
JToronto.

Baptist

Baptist . ... Dans.
Wesleyan '\Idhmh\\
\lulmlM Lipisc opal ..
S Wesleyan Methodist. .
“Wesleyan Method ist.

l\mlm(‘k, O
\\'L'smlL
Weston.
JWeston.
Japtist . : ]'clcl‘lnn‘o'.
"l\)l'omo.
\
I’nmm\n \l\lhmhxt \\1"11)

‘\Iuhmh\t New Con. IPoronto.

. London.
. Bowmanville.

\

"Toronto.
Clampton.
Nevis.
Chicago, Uu.sS.
Toronto.

\\ esleyan Me ‘thodist. .
_Wesleyan Me sthodist.
'Canada lux\»\t\mn

Weslevan \hlhmlut
\\(\I(\ i Methodist. .| Toronto.
l;llm\l . Weston.
CWesleyan \Idhm M Cst Lves.
L Canada Preshyterian. . Granton.
ACongreg ational . . Parns.
Woodham.
"Aurori.
CWeston.
CWeston.
\ellore.

CCanada P reshyterian.
. l»x]M 5t -«
CPruaitive \l\lh(uh t
CWesleyan Methodist.
Canada Presbyterian. CCobourg.
CWesleyan Methodist. . Ol \'p\n s,

Vi m;;)ulu al \wu\\tn\umh Cayuga.
l'nrun\u.
Peterboro’.

S Hamalon.

Wesleyan Methodist. .
Canada I 1(~h\tu|m
“Methodist I 1)1\4 opal.

. “Richmond Hill

( h\m h nt ] ngl md . 'Toronto.
IPeterboro’.

Goold, !
Goodms
Gostick,
Gould,
Gouldin
Gray, R
Gray, M
Gray, K
(Grahan
Grahan
(Grahan
(irant,
Gregg,
(:reen,
Graftor
Graftor
Griffith
Gundy
Gutter;

Harco!
Harco!
Harris
Harpe
Harris
Harris
Harris
Harris
Harris
Harris
Hamil
Hend
Hend
Hend
Hews
Hecek
Hinm
Holli
Hord
Hods
Hodj




. 0. ADDRESS.

ronto.

bridge.

ronto.

ris.

yebuck, O.
ston.

eston.

eston.

cterboro’.

oronto.

ughy.
‘oronto.
ondon.
Jowmanville.

[oronto.
[{ampton.
Nevis.
Chicago, U. S.
Toronto.
Toronto.
Weston.

St Lves.
(ranton.
Paris.
\\'uu«Hmm.
"Aurori.
Weston.
CWeston.
CVellore.
CCobourg.

Oil Springs.
n South Cayuga.

CToronto.
Peterboro’s
S Hamalon.

| “Richmond Hill

I Toronto.
IPeterboro’.

Goold, Miss . izzie H.. ..
Goodman, Rev. J. S

Gostick, Mrs ...
Gould, Dr. C. M.

Goulding, (.mwg
Gray, Rev. Jnmm Y

Gray, Mrs .. .. -
Gray, Rev. M.S.
(Graham, David .
Graham, W illiam (,

(iraham, Mrs. James

Grant, W. D .

(regg, Miss Bessie ...

Green, Rev. Dr.
Grafton, Royal..
Grafton, . K.

Griffith, Rev. llmm 1S 55+
Gundy, Rev. 5. Biwoosss
Guttery, Rev. llmm 1S ...

Harcourt, J. T
Harcourt, George .

Harris, Rev. |1mu el
_|Presbyterian# .

Wesleyan '\ILthudtst.
Wesleyan Methodist. .
(Wesleyan Methodist...

Harper, Miss Mary.

Harrison, Johnson . ...
Harrison, James ... ...
Harrison, Miss Susan ...
Harrison, Margaret. ... ..
Harrison, William.. ...
Harrison, Coooovoeeens

Hamilton, Miss Sar h.
Henderson, Rev. W
Henderson, Walter.

Henderson, H. C,, I\I \

Hewson, William H .
Heek, Miss Hattie..
Hinman, Platt..
Hollinrake, James
Hprd Isaac
ffodson, J. M.

.‘( on”mu(mm]
W uk) an '\ktho{hst. ;
. \h ton.
. ,‘I aurel,
|Claude.

,‘( ongregation: l .
e '\luhodlstl [»lH(H[)ll‘
.‘\\'ulu an Methodist. .
. Wesleyan Methodist.
i lush\luxm sone SRS
.Can la Presbyterian. .
Wesleyan Methodist.
IPrimitive Methodist. .
v vemuns BEARE . IMontreal.
[Primitive Me lh()(lix‘t,”
\[(Lhmh\t New Con.
l rimitive Methodist.

|
\ DENOMINATION.
|
|
|

|
Congregational

Primitive Methodist. .

.. _ll%ro\lghnm.

. |Castleton.
_.|Toronto.

Almst. 3

‘\\'LS]( syan Methodist

‘ (anada Presbyterian. \
..[Church of England .
\\uh)an Methodist.

P, 0. ADDRLSS.

Brantford.
Victoria Square.

‘\hltun

|Aurora.

|Campbell’s Cross.
|Fergus.

|Toronto.

| Toronto.

IMount Charles.

[Toronto.

Toronto.
IToronto.

|

['oronto.

.|Toronto.
| Fingal.
. 1Cobourg.
I Milton.

|

\\ esleyan Methodist. .|

Wesleyan Met hodist...!
.‘\\ esleyan Methodist. .
...‘(, ongregational . .

. 'Methodist New Cr)n.
.. Wesleyan Methodist .
[Wesleyan Me sthodist .

‘I Japtist., ...

Wesleyan 1 \{dhodlst, ;
,‘Il[)ll%l .
Wesleyan \’[Lthodlst.
Wesleyan Méthodist. .
Clw esleyan Methodist. .

Hodgins, J: (,u)rgx, 1L l)\( hurch of England .

Richmond Hill.
'Richmond Hill.

. Paris.
ITalbotville.
Harriston.

|

_Stratford.
kst Catharines.

Roebuck.

.|Grafton.
[Milton.

Mitchell. &
Washington, O.
['oronto.




Hossie, W. N s wume ¥

Howard, S. S

Holmes, Rev. E...oooovs

Hopper, Mrs. R.P..
. Hopper, Miss Jane
\Howell, Rev. James

Hunter, Rev. S J.o oo

Hunter, Rev. William.

Hughes, James - .-

Hughes, A J.oeee

Hutton, W. Liooveeeeees

Janes, Rueben A
Jackson, Miss Eliza

Joliffe, Rev. W. Joeewmnnenss

Johnson, William
Jones, Rev. S.,, M.A

Kennedy, John W
Keough, Rev. T S
Keefer, Rev. Benjami
Kilgour, Rev. |
Kilgour, Miss Phabe

l)l",Nk)!\IlN.f\'l'I(iN,

\\Vesleyzm Methodist

.. Primitive Methodist.
Primitive Methodist .

(Iungrcgutimml T

_Wesleyan Methodist .
. \Wesleyan Methodist.

Wesleyan Methodist .
~ . Children of Peace. .

IMethodist New Con. .

p. 0. ADDRESS.

_..(Canada Presbyterian. .|

. \Victoria Square.

Granby, Q.
. Toronto.

; “‘H:\milton.
'Toronto.

.. |Sharon.
_P\’cslcyzm Methodist. . St Mary's.

“\\'cs\cy;m Methodist... Orillia.

Wesleyan Methodist.
Wesleyan Methodist.

‘\\’cslc'yun Methodist
‘Chur(h of England

|
Wesleyan Mecthodist..

n B..Wes
Wesle

Wesleyan Methodist
cyan Methodlist

_Newton Brook.
Fglington.
... Belleville.

..[Yorkville.

.‘\Fcnclon Falls.
... Thornhill
_|Brantford.

Wesleyan Methodist . Q‘Shﬂnnonvillc,
Wesleyan Methodist.. .‘Sh:mnonville.

Tuke, Ja

Magee, ﬁ
Marling,
Martin,
Marzolf,
Matthey
Matthes
Maybe,
Meadov
Menine
Merrill,
Meyer,
Misene
Millard
Mills, |
Milner,
Mitche
Morroy
Morloc
Moyor
Moyer
Moyer
Morse,

. Canada Presbyterian. [ Toronto.
Church of Fngland ... Warwick, O.
Canada ]’whbytcrian“‘Norlh Peltham.

King, Rev. J. M., M.A .
Kingstone, Charles ]
Killman, Jesse H «ooooeeee

Morto!
Moscr
Moore
Mukis
Mulla
Myers
Myers

Lacey, W. P
Lacey, Miss........ .
Lane, John Wesleyan Methodist... |4

J.ang, Rev. Gavin Church of Scotland....\M

Lambly, Rev. O. R, M.A. Wesleyan Mcthodist”.“‘Brighum.
.......Canada Presbyterian. Toronto.

o« ey % |
Primitive Methodist... ‘l ,ondon.
1

Primitive Methodist...| ,ondon.

McAl
McAl
McCl
MecDe
MeDo
McD
McG
McG
McK

Laing, Rev. J ...
T.angford, Rev. Y
Take, John N ...
chpcr,A.R.....m

Learoyd, Rev. John....... Wesleyan Methodist... Eglington.
1.cech, Rev. George ‘\\\’cslcyun Methodist... Cannington.
Loveless, Robert....oo- .|Primitive Methodist. .. Ellesmore. .
Lundy, H. Do ...Wesleyan Methodist. .|Aurora.
Lugden, N. W 'Wesleyan Methodist.. Stratford.

.. Wesleyan I\lcthndisL,.:lendon.
Wesleyan Methodist . .| Toronto.

'Baptist .- S 18 Catharines.




ADDRESS.

ton.

rd.

1.

a Square.
fia Square.
y, Q.

1to.

ilton.

nto.

m.

fary’s.

1

ton Brook.
ngton.
eville.
kville.

clon Falls.
yrnhill.
ntford.
mnnonville.
inonville.
ronto.
irwick, O.
yrth Pelham.

yndon.
ndon.
nderson.
ontreal.
righton.
oronto.
ondon.
‘oronto.

t. Catharines.
‘glington.
“annington.
7 llesmore.
Aurora.
Stratford.

119

|
DENOMINATION. | P. 0. ADDRESS.

| |
\ |
|
Luke, James «.oco e ..,“Wcslcyan Methodist. .\‘Shannonville.
Magee, Ignatius W...... Wesleyan Methodist . .“‘Downsview.
Marling, Rev F.H........Congregational [Toronto.
Martin, S. S oo Wesleyap Methodist— Toronto.
Marzolf, Rev. Jouironnns A“Ii\'angclical Associat'n/Otterville.
... Wesleyan Methodist. .\Hamilton.

Matthews, James. .
Matthewson, J- A....... Wesleyan Methodist. -;‘Mollltrcnl‘

Maybe, Henry....... CBaptist/. oo .| Paris.
Meadows, George B...e. Baptisf oo .|Kingston.
Menine, Mrs ooooeee _CanadaPresbyterian. . Paris.
Merrill, R J oo Baptist .....ooeeeee .\‘Har&ford
Meyer, Rev. P. P......... Evangelical Associat'n Crediton.
Misener, Edwy oo Wesleyan Methodist . . Marshville.
Millard, Rev. William . . .. Baptist .. ......-

Mills, Rev. John...ooo Wesleyan Methodist— Grimsby.
Milner, Thomas ........ Primitive Methodist. . Brampton.
Mitchell, Mrs oo .ooee ./Baptist .. ... .“Clnrcmont.
Morrow, Rev. F., M.A. .. Wesleyan Methodist . . St. Thomas.
Morlock, Mathew..... tvangelical Associat’n“Crediton.
Moyor, Rev S. N ........ Evangelical Associat'n Campden.
Moyer, E.N vangelical Associat'n/Campden.
Moyer, 5. |, vangelical Assocint’n‘(Zampdcn.
Morse, C. A ... | Japtist ..o .|Toronto.
Morton, Charles M /Congregational . ... .“Brooklyn, N.Y.
Moscrip, Miss Ella ... .. (Canada Presbyterian. . St. Mary’s.
Moore, Charles Y., M.B. _|Canada Presbyterian. .|Brampton.
Mukish, Rev. J. C ... . Baptist Mount Forest.
Mullan, Rev. J. B (Church of Scotland . .|Fergus.

Myers, Thomas......-.- ‘Wesleyan Methodist. .|Bracebridge.
Myers, John. ..o . Wesleyan Methodist. .‘}Stmtford‘

I
McAllister, Rev. James .. “Mcthodist New Con. .\Kilbride.
McAllister, — “Mcthodist New Con. . |[Ccesarea.

McClung, Rev. J. A...o. .| Wesleyan Methodist. . Kleinberg.

McDonald, John Wesleyan Methodist . .| Toronto.

McDonnell, Rcv.ll].,B‘I).\(?Imrch of Scotland .. Toronto.
McDougall, William Wesleyan Methodist. . Maple.
McGregor, ME.. ... Canada Presbyterian. |Galt.
McGillivray, John A... Presbyterian Whitby.
McKee, Rev. Thomas..... |Canada Presbyterian. .lClovcr Hill.

S —————————————CSU L




NAME.

Mclean, Daniel
MclLean, Rev. A, M.A .
Mclean, John.. ;
Mcleod, A. D.
McLaren, Rev. W \I
Maclennan, Rev. Ko o«
McLure, D -
McMurrich, Hon ]

McMullen, John ... ‘(
McNab, James - .-

McPherson, A .
McRitchie, Ru (x

Nason, William
Nixon, Thomas. .

Norris, Arlhur... L

Oliver, W. D...

O'Meara, Rev. I. »\ II l)(h\n(h of England .

(O’'Meara, Mrs ...
Ostrom, Miss. Maria

Owen, John. .

Patterson, Dr. B,
Pattison, Rev. R....
Patterson, }amLs
Pearson, D. B .
Pearson, ] \mLs]
Pentland, D

Peart, ]oscph B ¥

pedley, M. C.
Pepper, Rev. ]ohn
Peake, L. C

Phelps, Walter
Philp, Rev. ]()sq)h
Phillips, Philip ...
Potts, Rev. J..

Porter, Rev. lhcodoru H. Baptist .....

Porter, John .......
Poole, Rev. W. H. .,

Poolc,Mrs.,..,,,M.

|

[)!‘ZN()!\IINA'I'!UNAL. p. 0. ADDRESS.

N e

“' [oronto.

\I‘nmlli\a Muhodist
[Strabane.

‘\( anada Presbyterian.
..|Canada Presbyterian. .
"ICanada Presbyterian. .| (Cayuga.
‘Lm vda Presbytenan.. "Toronto.
‘Lh\nd\ of Scotland . I Peterboro’.
( anada Presbyterian. . ‘1’Lm\1n
Canada Presbyternan.. IToronto.
“anada Presbyterian. ,\[.\\mn.
Canada Presbyterian. . Toronto.
“(lh()dlst Episcopal. . Dundas.
_[Wesleyan Methodist . . Wlil‘t)ck\'inu.
\\\'leqm Methodist. ‘\\ eston.
\\ esleyan Methodist. IToronto.
\l‘nmm\c Methodist. . Campbell’s Cross,
Aurora.
|Port Hope.
|Port Hope.
| Moira.
|Stratford.

'l’ruhytunn

[Chure h of England .
'Wesleyan Muhod\st
( anada Pr esbyterian. .

Bowmanville.
Bracebridge.
Toronto.
Aurora.
\T\u\muku
P (tulu)m
St. Mary's.

\\ leqm M(thod\st
_|Primitive Methodist .
..\Wesleyan Methodist . .
IMethodist New Con.
. Wesleyan Methodist .
Canada Pr uh)tu\m
\\ LS\L)JH Methodist . .

l 1rr\tl 5 Lornurs
Yorkville.
Mohawk.
Yelverton.

New York.

Toronto.
\Frederickton,N.B.
Brampton.
‘Toronto.
‘Toronto.

\\ Lsh) an | '\k(hl)(hst ;
‘Wuhyan Methodist . .
|Wesleyan Methodist . .
‘ ‘\\Iuhudm New Con.
_Methodist £ piscops al. .
\Vulu) an Methodist . .

(Ana(h P rcsb)vtlcmn
Wulnym Methodist . .
\Wushym Methodist . .

Point
Proc!
Prest
Pring
Purk

Ranc
Ray!
Ray!
Rea
Rea
Ricl
Rich
Rice
Ridl
Rid|
RiC(
Rio!
Rog
Rol
Rol
Rol
Rol
Roy
Ro
Ro
Ru

San
Sau
Scc
Sec
Sec
Sec
Set
Sin
Sir
Sil
Sel
Sh
Sh




). ADDRESS.

mto.
bane.

uga.
onto.
erboro’.
rolia.
ronto.
Iton.
ronto.
ndas.
sekville.

eston.
yronto.
upbell’s Cross,

urora.

ort Hope.
ort Hope.
[oira.
tratford.

owmanville.
yracebridge.
"oronto.

\urora.

< ewmarket.
Peterboro.”

St. Mary’s.
Jarratt’s Corners.
Yorkville.
Mohawk.
Yelverton.

New York.
Toronto.
Frederickton,N.B.
|Brampton.
‘Toronto.
|Toronto.

Pointer, e

Proctor, \\’lllnm T

Preston, Rev. W...

pringle, Rev. James ...
... Wesleyan Methodist ..

purkiss, Josiah..

Randall, P. R i

Rayner, Jacob..........
Rayner, Joseph .. o.ovo

Ru\t” SSM ..o
Reach, jnsq»h

Richardson, Rev. Wlllnm
Richardson, Rev. (;ungL

Rice, Rev. Isaac | .

Ridley, Rev. John ...
5 ... .....Congregational .

Ridley, €. 5

Rice, Rev. J. ]
Riordan, M. E.
Roger, Miss Isabella.
Robinson, Joseph ..
Robinson, Clara
Robinson, Rev. ].

Robbins, Rev. John ...
.| Eriends: . . v
..'Wesleyan Muhodlst.

Rogers, ¥

Rose, Rev. S....
Rowland, Rev. ll '\I..
Rupert, J. M.

Sanderson, I*.
Gaunders, Rev. E.
Scott, Rev. William
‘%mu l\cv N. E,

5(0(! I\L\ WL

Soott, Ma.J wssvvepesswaina o
Sinclair, D. A
Sinclair, John

Sills, Rev. W.

Selby, William

Sherin, Thomas
Shepherd, Rev. W. W

| DENOMINATION.
1

’ .‘\Vtilty'ln Methodist .
.[Wesleyan Methodist

.Methodist New Can . .

Canada Presbyterian.

|

[Baptist .
‘M:mistc. o
‘:\’cw Mennonite
‘L e wda ]’rcsh\ terian.
‘Canada l’tuhy\ln .

‘\kth()dlst New Con. .

Baphist: o . « .
Wesleyan Muhmh\l

‘Im)lc Christian .

..|Church of I‘nylm(l

Canada Presbyterian.
(‘,orﬁ(rgrgationnl S
Wes

[Wesleyan M ethodist .

Baptist

..Wesleyan Methodist . .

. Wesleyan Methodist. .
. .‘H:lliﬁlx, N. S.
'Wesleyan Mdhodl\l. A
_...Methodist Episcopal.
_IMethodist . .
Wesleyan Methodist . .
,\\Vu!(van Methodist.
. Preshyterian . ;
... [Canada l’rwbytumn.
IMethodist Episcopal.

Baptist ... ..

'Canada Presbyterian.

[Wesleyan Methodist . .
./Cainsville.

[Wesleyan Methodist .

pP. 0. ADDRESS.

Churchville.
Schomberg.
'Selton.

[Brampton.

Thornhill.

..Port Hope.
.IMarkham.

Markham.

. lGalt.
!Dundas.
IToronto.

[Waterdown.

. Westover.
Fonthill.

. Cold Springs.
..[Toronto.

. Port Hope.
. Peterboro’.
[Toronto.
cyan Mcthodist. .|
..Wesleyan Methodist .
JOakville.
Newmarket.

Fglington.
St. Catharines.

I'oronto.
|Denfield.
Patterson.

Richmond Hill.

Oshawa.

[ Buttonville.
. .|Strathroy.

Lakefield.

Ilakefield.

. ‘”.111111[0[1
.‘Whltl)y

. Brighton.
|Newmarket.

Bowmanville.

P——————SMS——SS= L s




NAME.

Shepherd, Mrs. W. W
Shaw, John ]

Shaw, Rev. ]

Shunk, John

Small, John .ooowememese
Smith, Rev. W. W
Smith, Mrs. W. W
Smith, Edward 5.
Smith, A. W

Smith, Rey. James ..o
Smith, Rev. J. G M.A
Smith, Robert, M.P ...
Smith, k. €

Smith, Rev. John -
Smith, Johm.ooooeeees
Snell, J. €

Snell, Mrs. J. C
Snell, Miss S. Ww...

Snider, Elias coooooeererery

Stevenson, W. M.
Strong, James S
Straith, Rev. Joee
Stahl, Theodore. . ..o+
Stanton, Miss Mary
gtewart, Rev. A

Story, Rev. e

Taylor, Rev. EH
Taylor, John oo ooe
Taylor, Rev. Dr. 1
Tapscott, S,

Thom, Rev. James, B.A..
_|Canada Presbyterian.
\Canada Presbyterian.
| Methodist 1‘lpiscopul "

\Congrcgnhonal o
~........Harmony.

Thom, Mrs. J -
Thornton, Rev. Dr
Thom\on,‘ R.Be.ooons
Thomas, R. £
Thompson, Mr ...
Thomas, E. v u SN
Thurston, Reve Al
Tovell, Rev. Isaac

Tracy, Alfreda.. e

| |
| DENOM INATION. |

p. O. ADDRESS.

e

|
\\Vcslcy:m Methodist. - \Cainsville.

|Canada Presbyterian. .|
IWesleyan Methodist. .

|Lutheran. . |

Wesleyan Methodist. .
LCongrcgmhmnl

‘C()ngreg:\tion.\\ s
.:“Uni\cd Brethren.. ..+
Baptist <o
H’ximilivc Methodist. -
\Church of Seotland .
.|Canada Presbyterian. .

. Wesleyan Methodist. .
4.\l’rcs\)y(cri:\n .
|

Wesleyan Mecthodist. -

IWesleyan Methodist . -

|
|Wesleyan Methodist. |
. Eglington.

‘Wca\cy;m Methodist.
'Wesleyan Methodist.

. Wesleyan Methodist.
|Canada Presbyterian. ¢
"I Evangelical Associat n Crediton.

. .\l’rcshytcri;\n ....... ‘

. Baptist
| Baptist .- -

l\\\'cslcy;m Mecthodist.
Presbyterian ...
.. “‘\\'cslcyzm Methodist.
.. |Baptist ..

. f\‘.létll{()ltl.i;;l:ll'll)'
|Wesleyan Methodist
Baptist e

|Canada Presbyterian. .

(;1;;\.1 )
| Methodist Episcopal

Port Perry.
Toronto.
Edgely.

(3lenallen.

Pine Grove.
Pine Grove.
H awksville.
‘Chatham.
‘Malton.
‘Hapilton.
Braipton.

| Arkona.

Clifton.

St. George.
L.dmonton.
'Fdmonton.
F.dmonton.

,“Br;\dl'nrd.
~ Bradford.
Paisley.

‘Cobourg.
Onondaga.

 selkirk.

W. Winchester.
aris.

_"Toronto.

. ‘anlfnrd.

Port Perry.

|Port Perry.

/Oshawa.
Kirby, O-

CEdgar.

n‘lSmoklin, (0}
Willowdale.
_|Toronto.

~IClaremont.

Trick, J
Tucker,
Turnbul
Turnbul
Tyler, |

Vail, Re
Vansick

Wales,
Wales,
Walker,
Walker
Wallis,
Wallis,
Ward,
Watt, ]
Weeks,
Weiss,
Wellwc
Whitla
Wicksc
Widen
Willme
Wilsor
Wilsor
Wilsor
Wilsor
Willco
Wilkie
Willia
Wood
Wood
Wood

Yeom
Youn

T
names
in atte




\DDRESS.

-

ille.

erry.

LO.

.

len.

Srove.

(srove.

sville.

1am.

mn.

ilton.
ipton.
ma.

on.
jeorge.
yonton.
nonton.
nonton.
ington.
dford.
«ford.
isley.
editon.
bourg.
yondaga.
1kirk.

' Winchester.

aris.
‘oronto.
rantford.

Trick, John cov e eeeeee
Tucker, Rev. S «ooeeve
Turnbull, Mrs. James. . ..
Turnbull, MiSS.cevvvenen oo
Tyler, Henry . oovveeeeeees

Vail, Rev. A. D, 55 s o

Vansickle, Mrs

Wales, Henry R....... i
.. |Congregational Markham.

Wales, L. A

Walker, Rev. W .o
Walker, L coovrrr e

s ! Thi
.|Congregational \ Thistleton.

Wallis, Joseph T.

Wallis, MIs oo ooeoeees
Ward, George Wie o » = il
Watt, Miss Ellen...........

Weeks, A. D

Weiss, Rev. Nooooeonenn

Wellwood, Rev. N

Whitlaw, Charles...........
...Wesleyan Methodist. . ‘Yorkville.

Wickson, Samuel. ..

Wideman, John Looooonn
Willmott, Miss. . .......
Wilson, George .. ..vooee
Wilson, R covvvvoeeennnnn
Wilson, Annie..........
Wilson, Charles G....«...
Willcox, No Weooovonnns
Wilkie, Thomas..........

Williamson, J. S

IS, S. Missionary

Wesleyan Methodist. . |Exeter.
Wesleyan Methodist. . |Plattsville.
Baptist ..............Bensfort.
Baptist Bensfort.
Wesleyan Methodist. . Whitby. *

Methodist Episcopal. . [New York.
|Baptist ............ Onondaga.
.

Congregational,. . . . . _\Markham.

[Baptist .......oeene 'Simcoe.

.|Primitive Methodist. .|Brampton.

Congregational Thistleton.

\Primitive Methodist. . Woodhill.
(Canada Presbyterian. .\antford.
'Wesleyan Methodist. .\Uxbridge.

[Primitive Methodist. . \Humber.
|Congregational . . .. .. |Paris.

Fvangelical Associat’n|St. Jacob's.
|Wesleyan Methodist . . Milton.

[Wesleyan Methodist. . "Hamilton.

Wesleyan Methodist. . “Cobourg.

.[Baptist l’l‘()ronto.

Wesleyan Methodist. . (Galt.
Union Whitby. -
Congregational ‘Toronto.
lM ethodist Episcopal. .[Hamilton.

|Paris (France.)

E—————————— S

O i ot

ort Perry. Wood, Rev. John ... Congregational Brantford.

ort Perry. Wood, Miss Charlotte L. Congregational .. ..... Brantford.

)shawa. Woodhouse, J. J.oovvvion Congregational ‘Toronto.

Kirby, O.

ldgar. Veomans, Mrs. L ....... «.[Wesleyan Methodist. .'\Picton.

Harmony- Young, Rev. Egerton R...Wesleyan Methodist. . [H. B. Territory.
Brooklin, O. }

Willowdale. This list is,principally taken from the Registry at the Convention—a few
/Toronto. names of others known to have been present have been added—many more were
1uarcmom- in attendance who did not report themselves.
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APPENDIX.

- O O————

INTERNATIONAL UNIFORM LESSONS FOR 1874,
With the GOLDEN TEXTS.

Al\ln'u\'m\ and Recommended by the SABBATH SCIIOOL ASSOCIATION

orF CANADA.
FIRST QUARTER.

1. January 4. THE HOUSE OF BONDAGE.—Ex. 1: 7-14. Golden
Toxt —Whosoever committeth sin, is the servant of sin Jno. 8: 34.

2. Famuary I1. THE BIRTH OF MOS —Tx. 2: 1-10.  Golden
Toxt - And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom : and
the grace of God was upon him. L.uke 2: 40.

% Fanuary ;8 THE CALL OF MOSES.—Ex. 3: 1-10. Golden Text
_Spea Lowls for thy servint hearcth, 1 Sam. g

4. January 25. DOl BTS REMOVED.—Ex. 4: 1-9, 27-31. Golden
Ject—No man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him.

John 3+ 2
% B bwary 1. JTEITON ALL'S PROMISE.—Fx. 6¢ 1-8.  Golden Text
1 will walk among you, and will be your God, and ye shall be my people.

Lev. 20 12
o. February 8. THIE FIRST PLAGUE.—Ex. 7: 14-22. Golden Text
To-day, il ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts. Ileb. 3: 15.
7. February 15 JEHOV AIl'S PASSOVER.—Ex. 121 21-30, 51. Golden
Text—lLiven Jirist, our passover, is sacrificed forus. 1 Cor. 5 7.

Q. fibruary 22, THE ENXODUS.—Ex. 13: 17-22. Golden Text —1 will
instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: T will guide thee
with mine cye. s 320 8

g, March 1.l e RED SEA—Ex. 14: 19-31 Golden Text—DBy faith
{hey passed through the Red Sea as by dry land : whick the Egyptians assaying
to do were drowned. Hebo1r s 20,

P 1o, March 8. BITTER WATERS SWEETENED. —Ex. 15: 22-27.
Golden Teat And the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.
Rev. 22: 2

w. March 15, BREIAD FROM HEAVEN.—Ex. 16: 2-5, 31-35-
Golden Text—]csus wid unto them, Lam the bread of Life: he that cometh to
me shall never hunger. John 62 35

12, March 22, DEFEAT OF AMALEK. -Lx. 17: 816, Golden Text
When I ery unto thee, then shall mine enemics turn back : this I know ; for God
i for me.  P's. 50 9.

March 29.  REVIEW : TIHE SONG OF MOSES.—Ex, 155 1-11.
Golden Text —Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the gods? who is like thee,
ylorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders ? Ex:: 153 11,




SECOND QUAI\’TEI\.

1. April 5. THE TEN ('()t\‘[MANDI\'“CNTH.AEX. 20: 1-17. Golden
Text—1f ye love m& keep my commandments. John 14+ 15.
TIHE GOLDEN CALF.—Ex. 32:
om idols. 1 John §: 21

1-6, 19, 20 Golden

2. April 12.
Text—Little children, keep yu\n‘nclvu\ fr
3. April 19- THE PEOPLE FORGIVEN. _Ex. 33: 12°20. Golden
Text—There is forgiven! 1at thot mayest be feared. Ps. 130: 4.
THE TABERN ACLE SET up.—Ex.
O Lord of hosts? Ps. 84, 1.

ness with thee, t}
4. April 26. 40 17-30 Golden
Text—How amiable are thy tabernacles,

FIVE ()l“l"l‘)l{lN(LS. ~Lev. 7 37-38. Golden Text—

5. May 3- THE
15 of many. Heb. 9: 28

Go Christ was once offered to bear the sir
REAT FEASTS. —Lev. 23 4-6, 1521,

6. May 10. THE THREE G
1st of the feast Jesus went up into the

133-36. Golden Text—Now about the mi¢

temple, and taught. John 7: 14
5-13. Golden

NlS'l‘l‘ll{S.’Num. 34
al l\ric\lhuu«\, a holy nation,

THE LORD'S MI

ion, a TOY: a peculiar

7. May 17
Text—Ye arc chosen general
people. 1 Pet. 2: 9:

8. May 24

__§o we see that they

Num. 14: 1, 10 Golden Text

ISRAEL'S UNBELIEY
1se of unbelicf. Heb. 3¢ 19

could not enter in becav
SMITTEN ROCK. Num. 20¢ 7-13. Golden Text—

9. May 31 THE
itual rock that followed them and that rock was Christ.

They drank of that spir
1 Cor.'10: 4

10. June 7 THI’,‘
Text—As Moses lifted up the serpen

that whosoever believeth in him shou

SERPENT OF BRASS.— Num. 21: 49 Golden
t in the wilderness, even 50 must the Son of
man be lifted up 1d not perish, but have
eternal life. John 35 14 15.

TRUE PROPUTLT.
1 the law, and the 1»1‘1;\\1

11, June 14 THIE Deut. 18 9-10. Golden Text
—We have found him of whom Moses 1 Lets, did write.
John 1: 45-

MOSES, —Deut. 34 112, Golden

THE DEATH or
I of his saints. Ps. 116 15

Wt of the Lord is the deat
[EWED. —Deut. 8. Golden Text
benefits.  P's. 10332

12. June 21
Text—Nrecious in the sig
REVIEW : MERCIES REV

Fune 28.
forget not all his

_Bless the Lord, O my soul, and

v b
Golden T
2. Ju
Text—AN
in heaven
3
Lord, if t

4. 7

Text—Fo

5. A
Golden 1
Ezekiel 2

6. 4
Text—1
107 : 29

.
Tezt—¥
the work

8. .
A

9. .
Golden
hear sha

10.
20-29.
of life.

1
(olden
thing.

dumb




17, Golden

20, Golden

2-20. Golden
Ps. 130: 4

7-30. Golden
4y I
Golden Text—

3: 46, 1521,
ent up into the

5-13. Golden
\tion, a_peculiar

Golden Text

rock was Christ.

1: 49 Golden
must the Son of
pcri~h, but have

! p
)-16. Golden Text
yrophets, did write.

34 112 Golden
ints, Ps. 116315

at, 8. Golden Fexl
Ps. 10312
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THIRD QUARTER.
I. "']’u/y 5. THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL.—Mark 1: I-1L.
Golden Zext—1 saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God. John1: 34.

2. Suly rz. THE AUTHORITY OF JESUS.—Mark 1: 16-27. Golden
Text—And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me
in heaven and in earth., Matt. 28 : 18.

3. July 19. THE LEPER HEALED.—Mark 1: 38-45. Golden Text—
Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. Matt. 8: 2.

4. Fuly 26. THE PUBLICAN CALLED.—Mark 2: 13-17. Golden
Tuxt—Yor they have wholly followed the Lord. Num. 32: 12.

5. August 2. JESUS AND THE SABBATH.—Mark 2: 23-28; 3: I-5.
Golden Text—1 gave them my Sabbaths, to be a sign between me and them.
Fzekiel 20 12,

6. August 9. POWER OVER NATURE.—Mark 4: 35-41. Golden
Juxt—11e maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still.  Ps.
107 29

’ )
7. Aygust 16. POWER OVER DEMONS.—Mark §: f-I5. Golden
fext—For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy
the works of the devil. 1 John 3: 8.

8. Augnst 23.- POWER OVER DISEASE.—Mark §5: 24-34. Golden
Tert—And as many as touched him were made whole. Mark 6: 56.

9. August 3o. POWER OVER DEATH.—Mark 5: 22, 23, 3543
Golden Text—The dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God : and they that
hear shall live.  John §: 25

10. September 0. MARTYRDOM OF THE BAPTIST.—Mark 6:
20-29. Golden Text—Be thqu faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown
of life. Rev. 2@ 10 \

11, September 13. THE FIVE THOUSAND FED.—Mark 6: 34-44.
(olden Text—Thou openest thy hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living
thing. Ps. 145: 16.

(2. September 20, THE SY ROPH(ENICIAN MOTHER.—Mark 7:
24-30. Goldsn Text—Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great
is thy faith : be it unto thee even as thou wilt.  Matt. 15: 28.

September 27. REVIEW : LESSONS OF THE QUARTER. Golden

Text—1Te hath done all things well : he maketh both the deaf to” hear, and the
dumb to speak. Mark 7: 37.
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FOURTI S'/' IRTER

October 4. THE DEAT .\Il'll'!‘ Maik 7@ 31-37 Gelden Teel—
mouth shall show forth thy praise. Pii

1.
O Lord, open thowmy lips; and my
51 15.

) PIE BV SPIRET CANT OUT. Mak 9: o 17-29.

Golden Tert—And straightway e father of the child Gicd out, and said - with
tears, Laord, 1 helieve s help Uiou mine unbelief.  Mark o024

s el 28 CTHEE MIND QL CHRIST. Mak o 3342 (iolden

T t—1 et Ui mind heon you, which was also in Chiist Jesu I'hil, 2 5.

4. Octolor 28 BLIND PARTIMELUS Mak 10: 40 (olden Text

—Oipen thow mine eyes, gt 1 omay behold swondrons things out ol thy law

P11 1
Vieender 10 THE FIG TRELE WITHERED Markh 11

Gotd n Tert—Cut itdown g why cumle reth i the crn

N e T\Wo CONMMANINENTS

O 3 )
(oiden Tesi—1one i the fuliilling of the T Rom 45 1o
Vo 5. 1JIVROCRISY - AND PHETY ) ,
St ith e Lord et of e Tt Telo g il o love

meiey, uad 1o waik fand 1y with thy God 2 Mo S
FIE ANOINTING AT BETIEANA Vark 14:
Whoreoeter i gospel sl e peadtod s Jout the

e Tath dee <hall hespolonad Cnecterial of her
“

P BETRAN A Vark: 1 44 G
whom the Son ol mans bebayad Lo good for
Boen bonn, Matt, 20029

L1 DENTAL Vgl dag llepdy Ien Tort=
‘HMll'}\}H'\'V“\V‘V\‘r‘r\“'\t".v‘u 1 Ca 112

o Tert—

THE CEUCOTFINTON . Mo sa, Cidlden

1 inguities

Lo e trans; 1oy he
ot peace was apen L waled,

PITE RISEN LORD Ml lden Teat

peotly, and ow dead s and, Bchold, IR cyermore,
e the Loy of el and of death Ry

REVIEW P hssONS OF THE 4 PR (I Ulen

1, ythe Lord hgd pokon unto o, e was pccened upinte

Con the nght handof Gl Ard they went forth s ) cached

e Lond working with theny and contimming the woid wath signs

Howing,  Awen. Mark 10219, 20




e




IART & RAWLINSON:
SUCCRSSORS  RETAIL {10 e '
COPP, CLARK & CO.
8 gmn‘_srn:a-r WEST, (New Premises);
Booksellers, Stationers
: IMPORTERS oF i

MAGAZINES, PERIODICALS, NEWSPAPERS, &0. ;
NDAY ‘BOHODLS . ON THE MOBT EEABO!QI‘A!}LE THRM
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