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PRINTERS.

i PREFACE.

Tris work is designed as a companion to “Traits of American
mour.” ® The sketches it contains are confined, as expressed in
title-page, to the Byeways, Backwoods, and Prairies. The large
s and vast rivers and railroads of the United States are not only
|l known to all tourists, but to the reading public generally.” Un-
unately travellers, on account of the facility, safety, and comfort of
sit, confine themselves to the great public thoroughfares, whereby
8y add but little to the stock of , information they _pfeviously
pomsessed. - The peculiarities of the people, their modes of thinking,
iv g, and acting, are principally to be sought for in the rural dis-
i8s, where unrestrained freedom of action, and the incidents and
1r(‘m(‘nts of a forest life, éncourage and give room for the develop-
of character in its fullest extent.

The populous towns are so similar in their general aspect and
eture that a description of any one city will commonly be found
icable in the main to every other in the same State. Age, gradual
remature, is apparent inall. The people have become homogeneous,

d and settled habits have superseded the foreign modes introduced

B8 hetérogeneous mass of emigrants, and the bustle of building and
pellling has given place to the indispensable cares and duties of life.
DOllision soon wears off angularity, the sugface is rendered smooth,
Bfla certain degree of polish, according to :;c texture of the materials,
pe natural result. Society has its conventional rules, which it
y enforces. Hence in every community men dress alike, think
ike, and act alike, éxcept in such cases where by the same rules

are allowed to agree or to disagree.

! In the country, and especially that portion situated on the confines
ifhe forest, man, on the contrary, is under no such restraint. He is
almos! beyond the reach of the law, and altogether exempt from the
rol, or utterly ignorant or regardless, of"those observances which

dlic opinion demands and enforces. The only society he knows or




PREFACE.

acknowledges is that of his own family. He enacts the laws that a8
to regulate his household. He governs, but owns no obedience. 1%
neighbours, if those.can be so called who live several miles from: hii'§
aid him in those emergencies for which his individual strength is %
sufficient, or sustain him in those trials that require the sympathy a8
kindness of his fellow-creatures, while they occasionally unite with hi/%
in hunting, fishing, drinking, or carousing. 4
These pioneers do not, as might be supposed, so much prese; 8

samples of a class as a collection of isolated independent individual 8 :
: THE PR

whose characters are distinguished alike for being strongly ' der % L

loped, and yet widely dissimilar. Nevertheless there are many striki’ 8 BIG!
peculiarities that pervade the entire population. They all have ti S8 II\ HOSS AI
virtues and the vicgs inseparable from unrestrained liberty. They « NIG

bold, hardy, manly, hospitable, generous, and kind-hearted; while, : 8
the same time, they pre violent and vindictive in temper, reckless, i %
provident, often intemperate, and almost always without local attac: 8
ment. They value their “locations ” more for the facilities of huntii 8
and the exemption they afford from all restraint, than for the fertili ™%

III. DEAF 81
IV. A YANK
V. TOM WA
VI. LYNCH

of the soil or. their fitness for forming a family home. b HOY

As the animals of the adjacent woods recede, and the wave of emign 88 THE TR
tion reaches their boundaries, they are ready, like the aborigines, A QUIL!
dispose of their ‘improvements,” and, without a sigh of regret for wk: A RUNN

they leave behind them, to seek a new home in the depths of the fore s
The outskirts of civilization whereon they dwell, and the newly-settl:#
territories of which they are in advance, present a wide field for t

X. THE WA
XI. THE PR

picturesque delineation of men and character, and the Americans hi% A FI0-R
availed themselves of it with more skill, freedom, accuracy, and humod 8 AN EXT
than any strangers who have attempted it. THE LU
The following sketches I found dispersed through a variety of lo A NIGH
publications and the productions of the daily press. Of the latt N
“The Spirit'of the Times,” a New York paper, devoted to sporting a
humour, and sustained with singular ability, as well as at a vast expens A BaLE
furnished many of the best articles. Of the former, though well knov #8% II. THE ST.
in the United States, but one or two have ever found their way! (RIX. WHO SH
England, as they generally contained others of a less interesting or i ' THE SW
ferior character. I have, however, found the field, even restricted as HOW JA
is to the “Byeways, Backwoods, and Prairies,” more extensive thani® DICE &
at first appeared to be. There are classes and scenes of diversified i o

terest yet untouched, the sketches of which I regret that I have »
been able to compress within the limits of this work.
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A THE AMERICANS AT HOME.

HE PRE-EMPTION RIGHT ; OR, DICK KELSY’S RIGHT
TO HIS LAND CLAIM.

ok KELsy was one of the earliest settlers in the Upper
iri country, and a more open-hearted or careless son of-
icky never squatted in the “ Far West.” He had wan-
rom his parent Staté more for a change of location than
gire to improve his condition, and if a spot offered easy
g facilities, it mattered not what contingencies were
Dick “sot himself down thar.” Tall, raw-boned, good-
, and fearless, he betrayed no ambition to excel, except
ifle, and the settlers generally conceded that his “ shoot-
"’ was particularly certain/ A spot upon one of the '
ries of the Missouri won Dick’s heart at first sight—it
ed upon & beautiful stream; had a far-spreading prairie, \
B8l by a fine grove of timber, for a landscape ; and abounded )
2t sorts of game, from a prairie fowl to an Indian. Here

jeRmbuilt his cabin, beneath the shadow of his own cotton
nd he used to tell his neighbours that nature had, after
ing on the rest of creation, spread her finishing touches
claim. Its wild beauty deserved his lavish praise.

his western habitation our hero held undisturbed sway, g
ly companion being a negro slave, who was at once his

8 attendant and friend. Kelsy and the negro had been
together, wind from association, although so opposite
psitions, had imbibed a lasting affection for each o#her,—
ould have freely shed blood in the other’s defence. The
of servitude were, consequently, moulded into links of v
ship and affection, securing to them a feeling of confid-

1




) THE AMERICANS AT HOME. T
ence in their lonely habitation in the wilderness. Their ne fian's hospitabl
est neighbours were situated at a gmall trading settlemeigu@¢ (or some n.
some ten miles distant, where Dick always repaired to exchan§ fortably. On
his furs for ammunition and other essentials. Here he a§
learned the news from the far-off seat of government ; but §
busy world beyond little interested these rovmnr ‘sons of
.western forests,—a brush with the red skins,”or a challelg
shooting match, possessed much more interest for them. S5Si/ns were expr
length, however, these western pioneers were aroused {8 “ Judgin’ from
their qmetudv and inactivity by the news that Congress | puldn’t like hir
passed the famous Pre-emption Law. . Ak yet none in the He’s rayther
gion we write of knew its provisions, or, distinctly, what rig 8888 how dreadful
1t conferred; each squatter, therefore, laid out the bound I've invited }
his claim in accordance with h]s\o“n desire, and stood ref8SSld 1 can’t say h
to defend the title against all,\cmroadlments. The fever may have a g
emigration became an epidemic, and soon that speculat S fter prondmn
mania, which, in imagination, built fortunes in a day, sp ation to come |

&{1‘ o the Lonﬁnes of cmllmtwn + The axe of the pion gp%ed to be the

on began to startle the wild denizens of the forest, wif On his ar
for ages the hunter alone had disturbed their repose. Wil came and corn

(J\e bright morning a.ripple of the advancing tide, in} a good man
persons of t\\o btmn"em was discovered by ])lck abon upon their mi
quarter of a mile irom his. .cabin, where, apparently, they SSi dinary niggah !
rested for the night. The first was a man about middle statd Birangers, for
of a dark S\\&I‘th} complexion, with an easy_ eye, promiy a scowl of ang
teeth, and clad in a ditapidated suit ofy Kentucky jean ; an endeavoured to
chip hat surmounted his figure, ‘and in his right hand hb i Don't iook do
the sceptre of the pioneer—a rgﬂe! His companion ws g Ingins ef yo
pale sickly- lookmg little woman, clad in a coarse linsey-wodl rsal yearth cal
gown, and in her hand she held a faded calico sun-bon are now. San
close by stood a small waggon, with aquilt cover, to which here—only w
harnessed a horse, bearing evident marks of long travel iree days, while
hard fare. ;

,  “How are you, strangers?” was Dick’s first qu It’s this- cussec
“ Judgin’ from appearances, you're lookin’ out a location.” 8 mp feel bad—

“ Ye‘; replied the man, ln_aqurly tone, “ I've been loo om home—] wi
all along, but I aint found any yet fit fur a whit(' 'man.”

« Wcll you've jest got to the spot now,” says D
 Creation aint laid out any place prettier, and arter taki
view of it, you'll say so. You and the missus better gou
my cabu\and rest till you can, take a good look at its! 8 squaw couldn’f
pints, and\l predicate you’ll come to a conclusion.” Well, I'm done,’

“ Well, guess I’ll stay a spell,” was the stranger’s respolSillé and then I gues:
and, follownm Dick, he was sintroduced beneath the KSS8No you won 'ty

ement was the
merits, he men
i ot thc strang
t, and as all ne

A
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THE PRE-EMPTION RIGHT. #
kian's hospitable roof, after which Dick started to the settle-
t for some notions with which to enterfain them more
fortably. On his arrival the whole conversation at the
ement was the pre-emption act, and during the debate on
merits, he mentioned the “new arrival ”” in his neighbour-

erness. Their ne
trading settlemes
repaired to exchang
jals. Here he o
rovernment ; but §
roving sons of
kins, or a challef§
erest for them.
were aroused fr§
s that Congress i§
y yet none n th‘e
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t, and as all new comers are a subject of interest, various
jons weré expressed in regard to these. .

¢ Judgin’ from 4hat stranger’s frantispiece,” suid\%ne, I
puldn’t like him fur a near neighbour.” ‘

He's rayther a sour lookin’ customer,” added another;
d how dreadful peorly his Wwife looks!” o

€ I've invited him™ to locate near me,” remarked Kelsy,
d 1 can’t say he’s got a very pleasin’ look ; but the rough
may have a good kernel, boys.”

After providing nécessaries, Dick gave the settlers an
ation to come up and help the stranger to raise a cabin.
grgcd to bp thay on the next Saturday, and homeward he
d-% On his arrival,Sam was cgoking the evening meal of
game and corn bread; all the time expatiating to the gyests
a good man “ Massa Djick ” was, and particularly impress-
upon their minds that he (Sam) was “Massa Dick’s
dinary niggah|” Sam’s efforts at amusement failed upon
gangers, for one was’quiptly weeping, while the other
a scowl of anger: Dick noticed their looks on entering,
ndeavoured to cheer them.

Don’t look down-hearted, strangers,” said he, “ you aint

brsal yearth calkilated to make you feel better than whar
are now. Sam and me never felt bad sence we lo--
here—only when the Ingins penned us in the cabin

hree days, while all our bar meat wad hanging on the’ out-
! :

Dick’s first qu
' out a location.”
e, “I've been loo
a white man.”
t now,’ says 1L
» and arter taki
issus better go u
rood look at its|
«clusion.”

stranger’s respo!
1 beneath the X

It’s this- cussed woman,” answered the stranger, “that
8 mp feel bad—she’s etarnally whimperin’ about bein’ so
om home—I wish she/was in h-11!"

Stop that,astringer,” said Dick, in a determined tone;
love I Have for an pld Kentucky mother won’t permit me
® or hean one of hey sex abused beneath my eabin roof, ef
n the wilderness; I don’t like red skins, none of 'em, but
a squaw couldn’t’be abused here!”

Well, I'm done,” was the reply. “T’ll git a cabin of my
and then I guess I'll do as I please.”

No you won't,” said Dick ;**ef you stay in, these diggins

-

3

l of the strangers. They had passed through the settle-,

g Ingins ef you are mear 'em; thar aint a spot in the \/: :

4

!
i3
g
5
i
1
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1

and abuse her, you’re in a hotter place than whar you jest n.f’
wished her.” il g on, thrus
It may be supposed that the host and his guest retired, ering a threa

first night of their meeting, with no favourable impression § * God help t
each other; and while Sam and his master were making | ppeared from
right for the night, the former ventured to remark— S8R sarpent with
“ Dar aint much good in dat white man, Massa Dick.” # d be mightil
“Not a heap, Sam,” was his masters reply; “but § » he:(nrt In 1t.
shan’t pisin us long with his company ;” and with this cogt@® ™Ore real y
fortable resolve they turned in for the night. bund in ap acr
At daylight Dick started out with his rifle on his arm, fist, old fella
observe the foot-prints around his dwelling, and note wheth® ;l_)fl()ll S}h."‘“ s
they were biped or quadruped, the close proximity of tg itle this bo
Indian tribes and their frequent thefts making caution ig " - Masier An
care necessary to preserve not only property but life. As § Olf t‘helr late
was returning to his cabin, a scream startled him from his co SE " ¢ he had
less gait; it was a new sound in that w ilderness, and man thl.tO file ]"f
day had passed since Dick heard anything akm to it. | prt. distance
startgd forward with a bound, convulsively clutching his i to gain posse
whilehis blood, urged into rapid action by the movement, ¥ (;lr 1}mreaqed
_again forced back to his heart, chilled by another fear] imn fo le
scream of a woman in distress. In a moment he emergs i t'l‘lt his wil
from the strip of woods, within view of his cabin, and theg l“]n )} .
beheld the stranger with his arm raised to strike ; fronting b “l() ‘l\b t‘ellt
stood Sam, poising a large hunting knife in defence; wiSs ’ f ¢ um'si*l
upon the other arm of the muscular negro hung the tremblg r,‘ t‘;l)a gnm <
form of the stranger’s sickly wife. A few moments and Dg S u}'.e g
was beside the comb‘ttanh inquiring the cause of their hos{ e S\l(li)_p llLd t(};g
attitude. When Sam informed him that the stranger b ]t(>d nﬁ_ns s
twice, with his fist, felled the woman to the earth, his ry 8 ‘zsan.l
was raised 1mt1mt1v01y to hig shoulder, as if justice demaniy eis » d* ;C
instant and dreadful punishment for such a dastard act. Dy K m;} )nOtb].”
slowly remarked, as he directed his arm— _ : %xrnﬂ “‘l - 1111
“T’ll sarve you out, you infernal savage / :utrem ‘H)SL
The stricken wife, observing the action, threw herself befg mm‘r_{t ol
the weapon, implorintr the enraged host to spare her husbang hamct e bu;
life. ¢ ool ooy
“ Well, woman if' woman,’ ’ soliloquized Dick ; . l;-leﬁ)]; ;‘Ili ﬁiof
stick to the devil, ef they ever take a notion to him. TR D;{gk 1,1:'['
have the least hankerin’ arter the mean varmint, in course GRS . L:arcass wz):s
let him slide ; but he must clar out of my diggins—I can’t § Bey was lauoh
near whar amthin’ of this breed grows—so arter breakig d~the Bane !
we'll separate.” S ranger

but his smile o
When the morning meal was ended the stranger drew the land agent
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an whar you jest ng paggon, thrust his companion into it, and sullenly departed,
ering a threatening farewell.
“ (3od help that poor creatur,” said Dick, as his late guests
ppeared from view, “ she’s got a hard row to hoe ; and as for
sarpent with her, he’d better keep out of my tracks. I
d be mightily tempted to sarch his carcass to see ef he
a heart in it. Sam,” continued he, “ you're a nigger, but
g more real white man under your black skin than could
und in an acre of such varmints as that sucker. Give me
fist, old fellar; while Dick Kelsy’s got anythin’ in this
, you shall share it!”

While this bond of closer friendship was being formed
pen master and slave, malice was holding her revel in the
of their late guest. He had observed Dick’s love for the
where he had squatted, and judging rightly that he had
beted to file his claim to it in the Land Office, he stopped
prt distance below him, intending to remain, and if pos-
to gain possession of it. Kelsy had his dislike for the
ger increased by finding him remain on his section, and he
ed him to leave forthwith. The stranger gave as an
, that his wife was so sick that she couldn’t travel, and
fl with a request that he would let him erect a hut to shelter
vhile he went in search of a permanent location. In pity

, Dick consented, and the stranger proceeded to prepare
er for a small cabin. The following Saturday, the neigh-
gathered, and by nightfall placed a roof over their heads,

y supplied them with some necessaties, and left, each more
med yn his dislike for the stranger. The next morning
rted joff, asnany supposed, never to return ; the natural
less of $h€ settlers was immediately manifested towards

ife, and nothing that would conduce to her comfort was
bg in the cabin of this heart-broken woman.
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/o fter the lapse of several days, contrary to all expectatien,
: : jranger returned, and a visible change was manifested in
‘threw herself befg 8 ’ 6

anner—his surliness assumed a more impudent and offen-
bharacter ; and on receiving a further intimation that it
| Dick : “for thel me he was moving, he insolently told Dick to “ clear out ”
to him. If & , for that he (the stranger) was the rightful owner of
on to him. # fim. Dick laughed at.hun, and told him to be off quietly,
rmint, 1n course gy carcass was safe while that woman clung to him.
diggins—I can't SSe]sy was laughing next day, down at the settlement, as he
—so arter break ed the stranger’s words, and described his insolent bear-
but his smile of scorn was turned to a frown of wrath,
the land agent, who happened to hear him, informed the

spare her husbang

1e stranger drew
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unsuspecting squatter that the stranger had indeed entered {illproceeded him
claim his cabin was Wpon. chk, on hearing this ‘neqll® he adjusted
shivered the bottle in his hand to atoms; and, drawing | ed off to the
breath through his teeth until it fairly whistled, he remarke hbour’s cabin.
‘ That stranger may have some of my claim, but his sh es together, w
shall be my signature to the title.” nd imparted 1
The sun was fast sinking when Dick started home, rati vering if the
limber from the effects of wrath and liquor. Having resig few seemed
himself to the care of his horse, he swung from side to side, n.
a state of dozing unconsciousness. When he neared his cal{ 8888 the sun inc
it had become pitch dark; to which, if possible, the wo pturn, and, ch:
bordering his claim added a gloomier shade. The instant] ) friends, he st
horse entered beneath the foliage, a sharp pain shot thro p with his fur
the side of the rider, so acute as to wake his powers suddcil@where it was s
into full consciousness. The spring he made in the saimpanied him,
started his horse forward into a rapid gait, and in an inst ds Dick’s cab
more a sickly sensation Pebpbed him of all consciousness. Wi , and soon th
he opened his eyes with refyrning animation, his look fell uf e landscape, a
his faithful slave, who was enduw with an anxious coun It was a w
ance, over the rude couch of his master. , grand in its
“Bress God! Massa Dick, you knows Sam, your ole ni8llesources. It
—1I sees you does—dars life in you yet, massa—dar s ; ; butl ild passions w
poor nigga had a’most gib you up, for sartain!” I\ roke its stilln
An unseen hand had, in the darkness, plunged a knife i§ proved that -
Dick’s body, as he entered the w ood ; he had clung to onward to t
horse’s mane; until the animal stopped at his cabin door wil p a mile of D
Sam, waitinig for his;master, had caught his bleeding and ¢, where they
conscilous body in hisvarms as it 1ell reeling from the sadl arty, with inst
The faithful negro had stanched the blood, and applied e me he suppos
restorative his rude knowledge could devise; but 1t was! Bd the woods,
ere the eyes he so loved opened to the recollection of other horses.
events and present injury. - beneath the
“That was a foul dig in the ribs, Sam,” murmured fSSSRed the trail ]
exhausted master; “but ef I don't trail up the 8 sarpint and $8 ot, however, o
his sting out, it’l] be because I and that ar old rifle of minc8 g his way act
to part company !’ k sw *ying f
The natural strexﬂh of the patient, together with § sprung,” that
careful nursing, soon restored him to his-legs, and a few ound of the
gentle exercise imparted strength enough to his frame to =" figure, who
port the weight of his rifle. A fixed resolve to trace the as38 ehind a thick
sin added a severe cast to Dick’s pale features—Sam, asSuss having secu
observed him, quietly shook his head vuth the remark, 6d thew—theiy
“ Ah, ah! Massa Dick’s soon goin’ Ingin huntin’—surt or he w ould
One morning earlyy Kelsy ordered Sam to saddle his ho from the lips

&

o
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iad indeed entered § sroceeded himself to clean his rifle; with more than usual
. hearing this ‘ne he adjusted each particular of his accoutrements, and
ms ; and, drawing | ed off to the settlement, taking the road leading by his
ristled, he remarke{@ilhbour’s cabin. On his arrival, he .gathered a few of his
» claim, but his sh es together, who all knew of the dastardly attempt on his
nd imparted to them a scheme he had been maturing, for
started home, ratl ering if the stranger was the “stabber in the dark,”—
lor. Having resig h few seemed to doubt, but of which he wished to be
; from side to side, fin.
n he neared his caiis the sun inclined to the west, Kelsy made preparation
f possible, the wol pturn, and, changing his dress for a suit belonging to one
ide. The instant friends, he stuffed his own with_straw, surmounted the
rp pain shot thro p with !n’s fur cap, and mount it ﬁp«{‘n his horse before
> his powers sudde where it was secured to Thg saddle; Your of his friends
made in the sad apanied him, and, thus prepared, they bent their course
it, and in an inst ds Dick’s cabin. Night, set in while they were on their
sonsciousness. Wi b, and soon the moon rose, casting her soft light over a
jion, his look fellu e landscape, as beautiful as ever the eye of man rested
an anxious count It was a western scene of wild and picturesque love-
' , grand in its vastness of extent, and rich in its yet-hid-
's Sam, your ole ni psources. Its lonely quietude was calculated to subdue
nassa—daris ; but ild passions which throbbed in the hearts of those who
tain 1" roke its stillness; but a glance at the firm features of the
\, plunged a knife § proved that its beauty was unheeded by them as they
he had clung to onward to the dread business of their march. When
. his cabin door, Wi p a mile of Dick’s habitation, they halted in a secluded
his bleeding and 7, where they resigned their horses to the care of one of
eling from the sad rty, with instructions to turn Kelsy’s horse loose about
od, and applied e me he supposed they, by a circuitous route, on foot, had
vise; but 1t was| 8d the woods, and when he heard a shot, to follow with
» recollection of i other horses. Dick and his companions stole unper-
] beneath the shadow of the wood, and cautiously ap-
Sam,” murmured hed the trail leadin.g to his cabin; cere they had reached
1p the sarpint and @ ot, h'owever, one of thg par:ty d_es"cned the horse leisurely
ir old rifle of mine®® ag his way across a strip of prairie, the figure seated upon

1 k swaying from side to side, so like his owner when
 together with Sig8 prung,” that they ’could with difficulty suppress a laugh.
legs, and a few i pund of the horse’s hoofs brought from concealment
. to his frame tod pr ﬁgure, w'hose form was indistinctly visible, emerging
Ive to trace the asf behind a thick covert ; and the excitement of the moment,
features~<Sam, 4§ 8 having securely trapped the offender, had almost dis-
 the remark, pd them—their game, however, was too intent on his pur-
igin huntin’—surg8 or he wogld have heard the slight exclamation which
m to saddle his bt from the lips of one of the party. Moving stealthily to
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a good position he awaited horse and rider, and taking
liberate aim, fired. No movement of the figure indicated a
and the party could hear his exclamation of disappointmy
The horse sauntered along undisturbed by the report,:
ceiving which the assassin hdStll) reloaded, while Dick and
h‘lends crept up unperceived almost to his 81de Raising his
again, he stmdlly poised his aim, and pulled the trlmrer—e
the ﬁ(ruro held its place, and resting his rifle upon the groun’
exclaimed—

“T’ve hit him, or he’s the devil Izzmsd/‘/ ’

“1T guess it’s the old gentleman come for you, strang
said Dick, as he snatched the rifle from his hand, and the v
partv closed in a circle round him.

The detected squatter looked paralyzed—his tongue refs
its office, while his form, quivering with apprehellslon of
scarcely keep erect, and his usually cold uneasy eyes secy
fixed balls of light, so dreadful were they in their expressio
coward fear. The party proposed to settle his business at ¢
and this movement loosened his tongue—he broke fortig
piteous accents of supplu"\tlon

“Oh, God! oh, God!” cried he, “ you won’t kill me—g
‘v nr’ v ”

“ Well,” said one of the party, “we won’t do anything els

Kelsy 1ntcrpused, and suggested that his death be defeg His antagor
until daylight, in order that the stranger might see how it Bed his diam:
done, and be put to sleep respec dbl\ They immediately} sage—the rigi
]ournéd to Dick’s cabin, where th(w found Sam holding g tlon but ln%
straw figure in his arms, dnd looking in a state of stupor at scowl, which,
horse ; he thought his master was done for ;” but great eat. Dick’s {
his joy when thc well-known sounds of I\elq} 8 volce ass ed suit with b
him of his safety. ; stranger paus

The party seated themselves in a circle in the cabin, § he right bower
the culprit in the centre, and his shrinking form, trembl his ey'eq and |
with fear, and pallid imploring countenance, looked most pit h play his co
As Kelsy gazed upon him the form of his sickly wife seemef gion of despai
twine her arms around his neck, beseeching as when she beg s eyes had g
interposed herself between him and death, and the vision oig as if they cc
mind searched out a tender spot in Dick’s heart. He resd before him, ai
to give him a chance of escape, and, therefore, proposed to ime a slight |
party that they should decide by a game of cards whether f§ as slowly he
stranger should die or be pormlttod to leave the courgiliger crushed hi
Dick’s friends protested against such mercy; but after m him, as he sa
earnest appeal from'him, in behalf of the woman, they yici#of death.
—cards were produced, and one of the party was selectclS8l8 Y our game’s u

against the o
ed the choice

pated themse
pd almost susp
p pallid counte
nd frowning b
ercy would te
of the party !
d upon as a cc
his swarthy «
which forced
brow, and su
he stranger 1
and turned uj
ranger raising
fllllbhtd and
id up, and he 1

luck. The n
pas euchered—
us. In the n¢
b count, and it
ing, and held

her with the e
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rider, and taking
figure indicated 3
on of disappointmn
d by the report,
»d, while Dick and
 side.  Raising his
led the trigger—
fle upon the groun

’)Zf-/ 1)
ne for you, strang
is hand, and the wj

against the culprit. By Kelsy’s entreaty, also, he was
ed the choice of his own game, and he selected euchre.
pated themselves closer around the players——breathing
pd almost suspended—a beam of hope lent a slight glow
p pallid countenance of the stranger, while the compressed
nd frowning brow of his antagonist, gave assurance that
ercy would temper his play for this fearful stake. The
of the party shared his dislike for the culprit, who was
d upon as a common foe, and their flashing eyes were bent
his swarthy countenance with an expression of deadly
which forced out the cold drops of perspiration upon his
brow, and sunk his heart with fear. The cards were cut,
he stranger won the deal—he breathed with hope—he
and turned up the right bower—nhis antagonist passed, and
ranger raising ‘the bower, bid him play. The hand was
finished and the stranger countedytwo/ His visage
bd up, and he wiped his brow with a feeling of confidence
luck. The next hand the stranger ordered the card up
jas euchered—they now stood even, and he again looked
us. In the next two hands they successively won each a
b count, and it was the stranger’s deal again—he turned
ing, and held in his hand the gueen and ten of trumps,
her with the eight of diamonds and the king and ten of
His antagonist ordered the king up, and as the strangér
ded his diamond, a gleam of certain success overspread
T Hsace—the rigid face of his antagonist betrayed no sign of
ind Sam holding g Ation, but his brow, on the contrary, became closer knit
state of stupor at scowl, which, by his party, was looked upon as a presage
for ;™ but great§ eat. Dick’s friend led the jack of clubs—the stranger
Kelsy’s voice assj ed suit with his fen of clubs—then came the ace of trumps
: stranger paused a moment, and played his ten spot—out
he right bower, and he yielded his gueen—the left fell be-

>d—his tongue ref;
h apprehension,
1 uneasy eyes seef
in their expressio
e his business at ¢

n’t do anything els
his death be defeg
might see how it §
They immediately

le in the cabin, vg

king form, tremd) is eyes, and his last ¢rump, the king, was swept away!
e, looked most pitd h play his countenance grew more and more ashy in 1ts
sickly wife seeme sion of despair and dread ; his lips had lost their colour,
ng as when she beg is eyes had gained an intenseness of expression that
, and the vision off d as if they could look into the very soul of the frowning
s heart. He resd before him, and read there his impending doom. For the
fore, proposed to ime a slight smile played upon the features of Dick’s
of cards whether § as slowly he spread before him the ace of clubs! The

leave the courgi#llger crushed his king within his trembling hands and threw

iercy ; but after m him, as he sank into a state of stupor, the very counter-
woman, they yic@#of death.

arty was selectedS888'Y our game’s up, stranger,” coolly remarked the winner;



The pity that had almost unnerved Kelsy and saved his
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‘“yes, it’s up—played very neat—but it’sup! And you've
won a small patch of Kelsy’s claim—about six féot by tw
thereabouts.”
The sun had begun to tip the tops of the forest trees y
this exciting contest was ended, and all the party-adjourn
the outside, with the doomed stranger in their midst. 1
moved with silence, for a deed of blood was to be ena
The law of the wilderness was about to offer up a victin
common safety—the midnight assassin to expiate his guilt
the spot, and bv the hand of him whom he had there end
oured to consign to death. The music of the morning s
sters met no harmonious accord in the hearts of those who
strode sweet morning air. ki
brows fevered with passion, and the light breeze that pl
amid the forest grove and skipped innocently across the
spread prairie, was about to bear upon its pinions the shri
agony. Having arrived at a suitable spot, they bound}
culprit to a saplmrr and he hung in his bonds already, a y
ently, bereft of life.
“ Stick him up at a hundred yards, boys,” said Dick;
he is a snake, give him a ‘ small show for life, and ef I ’
him at the first fire we’ll let him slip.” 3
The culprit aroused on hearing this, and pleaded for 8 ,
smallest chance in the world. A RELE