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McGill university

MONTREAL.
Faculty of Arts 

Psychological Laboratory

-ituation could be hoot, net by the appointment of an 
Assistant Professor, in keeping with the recent 

in other departments of the Arts Faculty.
appointments

here are two graduates who are eminently 

qualified, for the position. One of then Dr. J. 

is now Assistant Professor of Psychology in Ohio 

University. He is 

the subject which would be of

'

W. Bridges

St ite
a recognised authority in the aspects of

nost value to McGill in relation
to the community. Dr. Bridges would be willing 

to Canada and his alma mater if
to return

the appointment did not
involve a sacrifice in salary 

- would therefore
’«nd rank.

respectfully suggest that
you recommend the pointnent of Dr.a' Bridges as Assistant
Professor of Psychology.

Very respectfully yours,



McGill university

MONTREAL.
Faculty of- Arts 

Psychological Laboratory

Blanch 1, 1921.

Professor William Caldwell,

Department of. Philosophy,

McGill University, Montreal.

Dear Sir:

After giving serious thought to the matter I have

reached, the conclusion that a department of psychology at

McGill should, be well within the realm of reality. Because
/

of its relations to the vaious aspects of academic and.

practical life it would appear that the ork in psychology

can be ^ost effectively and satisfactorily carried on by the 

creation of a separate epartment.

With this end in view I n respectfully submitting

this suggestion to you in order that non may give it your

careful consideration and take such etion in regeBd to it

as you may deem idvis >le.

Very r< spectfully yours,

___________________________ - .____________________
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COURSES HOURS PER WEEK
fyyfî . 'drc h*t9Elementary Psychology 

Elementary Experimental Psychology 4 (minimum)
<? /? /T^c '$xyr. .2Social Psychology

Educational Psychology.

Abnormal Psychology

Applied Psychology 
Advanced

2 (during first term) \

ry

Experimental Psychology^'*??’'. 

Psychology.
4 (minimum)

Seminar in 2
Research 2

SpCiJicJ. /ûxrUirCrà',
22 hours per meek

/Ïqjj .

Add :

Hospital Clinic 2
Survey in Schools. 
Extension Lectures

4 (minimum)

1 (half term.)

■

Hnm

»

::

l

N

x.
* 

**OX



Si
IS31' ■

■

PUBLICATIONS
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Scientific Methods.

Journal of Philos-
1. ^he Doctrine 

01hy and
Expérimentât Study of Decision 

Correlates, Psychological 

3. The Point Scale :

Terkes, Boston ton . 

a. A Point Scale for
Hardwick, Wrawick t York, IfIB, 

«s. The Relation of

If 12.

and Thèèr Mentalmypes

Review Monograph No 72, lrH IP 7-
2. An

Method for Measuring Capacity, w-th 

md 3urg. Journal Ifli-
A New

27.;>p •
Measuring Mental AMlity, »«!> Terkeo » 

pp 170.
Intelligence to Social Status, wi >h tj. • •

pp SO.Psych. Rev. 1017,Std.3 r id.Color,
if 17 p: Ie».6. industrial Psychology, Cptonetrical Journal.

(Including Arny Performance Scale)7. Individual Examinations
ln îwanlnaera mlcie for Psy0hcl0.3i.al sxanining in the Ü.S.

Army ; p BO.
;>p!28 (Second edition in prop.) 

g. Adams, Co turf us Ohio, 

f. mhe Correlation between Interests and Abilities m College

0. An Outline of Psychology
1-1''.Published vv 7

Courses. Psych. rev. 1020.

10.A Short Point Scale for Mental Measurement. Jour. of Applied

Psychology.

11.The Correlation between College Grades and the Army Alpha
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:-Vj McGill is now for the first time able to appoint a man who 

shall give his whole time to this work, 
expected of a lecturer in the beginning would be :

Conduct of the ordinary Second Year class in

SSsc What would be

I.
Introductory Psychology. In this course, of course, only
the elements of experimental work would be expressed.

A course proper in Experimental Psychology 
such as is given at Harvard University,-

II.

III. Encouragement in investigation or seminary 
work on the part of/xtwo or three students who, sh€&-ld 
capacity for this sort of work.

show

yC\ C^T~*--)
/ We possess in the library a fairly good

number of books upon Psychology and the usual American
With the annual appropriation 

of $250 for literature and apparatus, McGill seems now to 
be in a position to represent adequately experimental work. 
Everything, however, would naturally depend upon the power 
of the man who comes as lecturer to create and sustain an

and European magazines.

interest in this whole subject.
It would be understood, of course, that the

lecturer should work in thorough harmony with his colleagues
to be given to Psychologyin the DepartmentAas to the place

in the University generally.
</_
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McGILL UNIVERSITY

MONTREAL.

Faculty of arts

Department of Philosophy

BEFebruary 2nd, 1921.

Prof. Jame s Harknes s, 
Acting Dean,

Faculty of Arts.

Dear Sir,

In reply to your request of January 19th, I beg 

to report as follows on behalf of the Department of Philosophy.

There is need of immediate extra assistance in the 

matter of the teaching of Psychology.

For the next session there is positive need of an

extra man, someone capable of lecturing on such psychological 

subjects as may be required by the Department, and of giving

The work thatassistance in the Psychological laboratory. 

is being now given and that is being called for is now 

beyond the capacity of one man.

In addition to the work in General Psychology and

in the new Experimental Psychology, work is now being called 

for in Educational Psychology, in Social Psychology, Medical 

Psychology, "Social Service" Psychology, and even in 

"Business Psychology" and in Psychology applied to Physical

Toronto, like most other Universities,Training etc.

has two or more^teaching Psychology.



McGILL U NIVEK SITY

MONTREAL.
Faculty of Arts 

Department of Philosophy

Prof. Harkness, 2.

More than what has been indicated will, in all 

probability, be soon required in McGill, 

work indicated is a necessity for next session if 

is to be carried on effectively.

But the additional

our work

Yours faithfully,
LiUa

I
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I am in receipt of your letter about the Department

and psychology and Dr Hickson and so on.
(re

course that I tMnk this in the right spirit, and that I am

touched to the çuick hy your frank, kind monitory words. I 

think that you know how readily I will rally to the intimation 

and the reminder from you my Chief and my friend.

You say that ÿfcu must 

of Philosophy is now and has been for some years in a very un

satisfactory state. Aid you open by saying that one of the 

first things you have was about a desire to divide the 

Department of Philosophy and the Department of Psychology.

(l) There is a broad and an age-long issue here, neffS* 

less than the complete freedom of a science from any 

domination by philosophy or religion and so on. This has 

resulted in most Universities that Psychology be put entirely 

on its own feet - independent of Philosophy or absolutely in

dependent in the philosophical Department. This issue is not

You will know of

tr- *<- 
abatee the fact that the Department

touched by your next sentence r'I could see no necessity for
A

such an action in bbe University of ours nor do I see any
necessity at the present time!' I myself after a long reflec

tion on this subject, a knowledge of what is done in other

Universities, and also in view of the Uhtild situation am



I

decidedly of the opinion that it is now in the interest of 
the University and of Psychology and of Philosophy that 
Psychology should be made completely independent.

(2> You go on, Sir, to state the operative urge or 
reason^ for a separation. ''It disclosed to me that those jin 
charge of Psychology were not at all satisfied Î» your 
direction of the Department or your appreciation of the subject 
And you add that you are now confronted with Dr Hickson's 
resignation, the reason also being dissatisfaction with the 
manner with which you have guided the destinies of the Depart
ment and a conclusion that the future of the Department under 
your con tinued guidance is very dark indeed.1-* You go on to 
tell me and I thank you for the confession (I know it to be 
sincere) that all this is very painful news to you and it 
means that there must be some change in the manner in which 
the affairs of the Department wre guided and students are 
development and maintained. *• I assure you at once that there 
will certainly he a change and that there is nothin? in the 
situation that I regard as hone less. It i ë a l V coloui^t o me 
And you must know this by a personal situation. ~5nd ttert 
3 men who perhaps have not been able to work together 
unit might do very well for thëitr subjects and for the 
University when free and independent.

as a

May I say that I think that thg future will be dark 
indeed if I m*& supposed to carry Dr T. and 
as they have been in the past and‘~as~~thiri^F have 
a*5 I do not think these men want me to carry them.
DrTTwants independence and I think on the whole he should 
have it for various reasons. It is better for him, better for 

, better for the University, better for his subjects and for 
my subject^

in the future f 
have, been,

me

CH.( I intend to dictate some informal and descriptive remarks 
about the relations of Psychology and Philosophy in modern 
Universities. I hope that you will be pleased to read them

I think that I shall send theseas you are at your leisure, 
on in a separate letter. >

ii 'a
Dr H. is going definitely.

It has been a long trial.
satisfied with hie position,and with the University for years.
It is wrong to put it all on me, as the thing goes back to 
your predecessor^ as I have previously indicated to you.

. fis not for me to discuss the terms of Dr H's resignation. 
x T-bey have not been addressed to me although he did say in other

words in'X friendly letter that he was not satisfied With the 
Department. Tolikh this result he has harnffry himself contributed. 

9 : ** is not for me to take up the-iëeue-f'or him-beeause he talks
of going into akwdder<1field , of taking a big step and so on.

So he and I will not clash 
Dr H. Has been dis-any more.

It



The whole tMeg may solve itself directly and simply.
Dr T. has long wanted independence. for the logical (jJ
reasons of complete freedom.and the teaching of his science, 

phas now no doubt definitely come before the world as a 
'field on its own ..account. Psychology is a perfectly
thing and a man can. and should be a Professor of rsychology 
just as he might %e—»#professor of anatomy or Physiology.

<S> He has desired it also for his own ambition to be an |
indpendent Professor in McGrill,or any other place. He fights 
for this by attacking me and saying that I am conducting his 
affairs badly., that I am not sympathetic to the subject.

I really thàiik that after Dr T. is 4ssociate£ Professor of ,
Psychology,and that now psychology has become so complexed and 
so detailed he better be allowed to treat it in his ora way, 
independently of me and philosophy( a thing of course that he 
has been doing for some years, with no possible or actual inter- , 
ference from me) Dr T. , moreover, is overwhelmingly insistent 
on being independent of me and of philosophy beoause^I suppose) 
he would claim that for this independence he must be made a

And so Hs long(natural)goal will be reached. I am I 
certain that he feels that as things are I will not go_ka~you y\ 
and t.h»t. in rnv opinion Dr T. should be made Professor. Tp , 
him naturally and associated Professor was but a^step to the 
other, and Hickson and I both knew that would be immediately 
be the case (of course Dr H. wesidrfisfeBit’ he feels that Dr T. 
had been promoted over his head and he certainly feels, anyhow, J 
that T. has all along rather crowded him.). He wants distinctly 

to be a Professor. I cannot criticise this. But I say that 
the time has come when I should be relievecL^vhether I believe 
in this or not, and for giving any reason for or against, 
has a subject that has gone beyond my pi^ts knowledge of it,that 
hxas now a hundred applications where other experts and 
psychologists alone are concerned. I think it better thet Dr T. 
should face the University directly on his own account. He is 
older too,and impatient of his long career, and naturally wants 
his Department. He has not published hooks and so on and he is 
on the whole not known outside MoGrill, etc. , etc. Blit in most 
places his subject is now a Department on its own account. The 
Professors of Philosophy can no longer carry it and are not

The Psychologists

Professor.

y

He

zy competent to do so. They
for interference

not want it.
they would resent and as they do 

resent priestly or clerical interference. Heither set of men 
wholly approves of the other. The separation has come about at 
many places through a quarrel,and a life-long quarrel. To the 
Psychologist the Philosophers are'^dealing with another world, 
with values and ideals and so on. To the Philosophers and 
Psychologists have gone too far, and their science is a bundle

**—-1 S

3

did
I have long wondered that he take: not take a wider field 
this. As I may also try to indicate on a separate sheet 

informal £uia da montai remark

ere

£r>v-<-
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of tendencies. But they cannot say one word against the idea 
that it is for a Psychologist to say what Psychology is and 
that no theory of Philosphy of religion should influencé this. 

U/x/OAa, >,The State of course often witnoseod^, that Psychologists xMnià 
teach more about free will and not take the determinist atti
tude about mind. And Psychologists reply in their own way or 
pay no attention to this , any more than do Physiologist when 
they are told that they are not keeping any account of the^vital** 
Sxfafat principle of the body, tr\ df. UL,

Then again it certainly seems to me that Dr T. ought in 
future be able to choose an assistant of his own. It is not for 
me,or anyone else to say what that assistant should be or not be. 
In the recent happening when Dr T. was contending for a certain 
man tterfc was to bring another Professor into the Department.
Dr Hickson_ strongly suspected this and its expediency And I 
did not think that another Professor should be appointed of the 
same rank as Dr T. etc. , etc.

I die ua ued this yesterday afternoon after the receipt of your 
letter in Cambridge here. On coming back last night from the 
house of Professor 3orley, my friend, the professor of floral 
nilosophy I f elc some resentment about the one-side^pess of the 
things (this is perhaps perfectly natural in a personal situation) 
that are being said about the present and the future of the de- 
par fcment - /hey have had by the way the same long struggle here 
about psychology, a kind of imperfect knowledge of the 
perimental psychology on the part of the professors of Philosophy, 
then a partial recognition of it through a young lecturer and a 
small laboratory, then two or three different lecturers(all more 
or less one-sidedl and then at last a big laboratory with a Uni
versity grant and complete recognition of the thing and a depart
ment and absolutely independent, a department in which philosophers 
and teachersjand medioal students and architecture students and 
sociology students and political economy students, and men from 
the Navy in the summer months etc., etc., all take partial or 

" '-x extended courses. - I doubt indeed if I could e;o on vyjth ihons two 
men as they are and as they have been. Dr H. has been a dis- 

i appointed uan lor nearly twenty years and it has been a trial 
\everyday to meet him - for him and for me I suppose. I knew 
J everyday what ne was feeling and «I knew that everything was 

„—/ soured for him, a mere stop-vgap.À I told you onoe that men who 
had been at school with him(from young doctors and lawyers and 
others and also business men in the clubs Jhave asked me again and 
again what I could make of Dr H, what didyhe think he was doing, 
what did his manner mean, why does not someone talk to him etc, 
etc. ?

new ex-

7 A,

Dr Nicholson by the way is perfectly well acquainted with 
all this.Awill tell you how Dr H. has been regarded, and how he 
has been regarded by the authorities of the Theological Colleges, 

for going is ^o-ertain and 
if I had to bear)

His a kind of nowity dig 
whole career, hisat me the H

* C
O

C I—CD
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treatment by the late Principal and so on and so on^ 
made professor he would have stayed on probably, 
however I would in a moment have petitioned for a complete autonomy 
for all three of us, with paybrnm a yearly, rotating chairmanship 
for the department - a very good expedient and one that is adopted 
in Harvard and many other places, with which a young man is often 
made the chairman for the time being.

£A

Had he been 
in that case

As for Dr T. he is making a fight, and he is a man who be
lieves in fighting for his ends in one way if not in another way.
I do not object to his making an issue,and holding that the de
partmental outlook would be dark if he and his future department 
and assistants and policy an3""the psychological tendencies of 
to-morrow were to he tied up to me« Sir ± • is also a very difficult 
man to get along with, brusque 1headstrong, domineering,unreasoning 
ready to take offence. <Dr Nicholson knows about this to and I 
would feel strengthened if you would sneak to him as one of the 
older men about ,.Ic ill about thicl I am told that other men have 
found it very difficult to get along with Dr T. I know that he 
and his intimate firend Macmillan had a bit quarrel vu en return
ing to Megill• Macmillan said to me once that I had been very 
good and very patient with b•, and tnat he sympathised w^th me in 
my difficulties in this connection.

we three men have 
as a team. ThereYour knowledge of men,Sirfwill

probably how seen enough of each o , , . __have been poison gases accumulating about «ne department and now 
the explosion has come . when a new order and a change have become 
imperative. Let Dr T. get his psychology department, and let us 
advertise in the Medical School and elsewhere that i,login nas_nov/ 
an independent department of pgyçhnlogy in which al1 kinds 01 
students can got a i i t.t. i r ’jrnrir nr much work. Tlii s will mane him a new man™ He will lie enthusiastic and choose his own assistants 
and make a life career for himself and not be tied up to an older 
man or to the opinions of philosphers about psychology- v;111
get me back enthusiastic about philosophy and ideals as at the 
very basis of civilisation, as imperative for the new order oi 
society if the world is to be saved and if we are to build up a 
fine free civilisation in Canada etc. etc.will get an enthusiast for Logic and Metaphysic, a man who believes 
in a Metaphysic, in a higher view of things than that of the des
criptive Natural Sciences, as Dr H. did not believe at least in.his 
teaching. He was negative to this and quite unnecessarily antago
nist Ic to theology~and the churches and to social philosophy ect. 
etc. 4bvror/l? 5

I see no objection to its being said to those who require to 
know that Drs H. and T. and 0. had probably been tied in a teamlang 
enough.all men of a different cast, different approaches &£ life and 
thought and to a university. Now they are free or freer to follow

(^ûCC^Ûy . (£-\ IaaA^>1 cJÜaA*

you
■ at
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In a year or so we

/{k

a 
b'

■p Æ



tneir bents and their experience of themselves and their 
and each other and Mcgill. subjects

jOu /ill know from the Army the terrible clash of psycholog
ical climate, the barely suppressed attitudes that often obtain 
between men after long waiting and after long putting up with 
each other. You know what junior men may often feel about a man 

in charge of a routine position, the feeling they have that 
A or B or 0 continues responsible will likely $o through the devil

I could mention by name two or three men round that 
the table( and you will know at once the men I meanJ who think 
that things are $11 blocked aobve them, through the professor of

^pd you know of the many severe antagonisms in that have occured in Mcgill,$<; one case the prin
ciple simply took two men into his office and made them and there 
shake hands. The present professor of English yax used to say 
for example that he had all along the most serious kind of 
trouble with his aimable predecessors.

Dr MoÜse used to tell me that he got on with his men by 
giving each one of then freedom to develop in its own way. Some 

us often felt that these^people put on special courses that were not perhaps desirable, but all this was inevitable. On the 
whole I have tried to use the method of Dr Moise by letting the men in my department levelop^sin their own wav. Freedom seemed 
tome an essential party of University life. And Mogill has a 
reputation for freedom in his teaching that is one of greatest assets. <-4

the
this

Years ago when Dr H . refused to do psychology, as not oaring 
for it, I told the principal that psychology was necessary and would have to be provided fori He of course knev. the thing only 
in the old way. Through my influence with Sir William MacDonald 
a grant was made for psychology, the MacDonald fund. He came
up to me in the street one day and offered it to me after the talk 
I had with him. Hickson was quite unmoved by this, preferring 
his own critical work, although there was a professor of logic and metapshic namely professor Taylor. I wrote to Harvard and Dr T was mentioned. He came to us for something like 1250 dollars 

, and soon after his marriage began to find his pay inadquate. He 
taught well and tried many experimental things in the way of „ 
applied psychology. Some^pf these gave offence like circulars 
he send_$$ the psychology^advertising. Then he has been interes
ted in other things, mental Jests, the dream psychology ofRecently I know that under

crv'ô
Freud, social psychology and so on. 
social psychology he allowed men to examine the American belief 

, in prohibition and so on. He also will conduct a class in the
/ aTruI psychology of religion where not professing to know very muchI alwaysabout religion in and for itself And ^o on and^so or

h- 
y



felt that according to his success he would get his (£bpaiatu»e7~ 
and that he would gradually become independetn of pfcilosphy as 

He has often thought that i was indifferent to hiselsewhere.
interest) and that he ought to have more pay and more help. I 
was
And there v;as also the question of Dr H. __
When Taylor left Ifc was passed over again for a stexr chair and 
Professor Watson of jieens* was nearly brought down to it. I)r H 
was then made assistant Professor and later on he was given a seat on the faculty totvinterestMhiin in things. And later he was 
made associate professor, as probably all that he would ever be in

It has been a long struggle for us all, and after

gy. myself struggling on a small salary when he came.
and his promotion.

1 J

the department.publishing my books (I find that I am known by these in a moment 
wherever I go, a yashi-ng professor came up to me a month ago in 
Prague and said that he read ray books, mentioning the years when 
theyappear) I have done all I could to make philosoy in the life 
of the University, to make it useful to men going forward into 
the important work of the ministry, to the théologienstudent 
interested in social philosphy. I hope to do more of this when I 

I wasTnaturally glad to have you say in an earlier 
letter that^of course the students miss me.*come back.

In other words Montera t and a have been left wjth their 
dwatinv t.n wagfi fnr t.nTPna^Ures. This ueaiiny has now made us 
sômôMïat apart as is perhaps inevitable in the case of men in 
middle life.

There is another way of trying to run a department, by 
regimenting everything, and by getting men who will he regimented. 
This was the method of one of our colleagues as you know. And 
it has apparently eneded in a separate of subjects and so on 
and a recognition of the hopeless differences between men.

lafleur finally got his complete independence in English 
being made professor of Comparative Literature, his life-long 

. interest. I think Dr T. should got his independence as associate 
professor or Acting'professor of psoyhology, taking his fate 
the University into his own hands (he is certainly as fit to 
represent Pecyhology as our colleague Brookwell is to represent 
Hebrew, and T-ate no doubt feels this, although I would rather not 
have made the comparison or the reference).

*[and H. have never been called to any other 
place outside Mogill. I often told them both to publish books and 
go to Philosophical and syohological meetings, and that a call 
somewhere might come to them. Had a call come - no doubt a kind 
of test - the University would then have been able to say what it 
would dor Your predecessor used to say to me often that Dr H. 
would never have bat a position anywhere else than in Mogill.When H, used to ask-himfor promotion he simply said, what has he 
done, come let him show what he has done.? He knew too that H. was 

V-rV / not very popular with the students, that in fact he was unpopular.

Of course Dr3 T.

*03 --ij



Had been popular, and a big success as a teacher, he would 
likely have got a Chair when ray predecessor resigned,, Your 
predecessor once told me that he handed on my testimonials to 
H. to look at and told him that that was the kind of thing they 
looked into in the case of a vacancy.

I know as you must that even between Departments there is 
often very sharp opposition to what some professor is supposed 
to be teaching and the way he teaches it. 
jects, law, Philosphy, Politics administration etc. have often 
very pronounced views about each other. We in the Faculty for 
example would like our friend Leacock to separate Political 
Economy and Political Science, and perhaps there should be an 
independent department for Political Science or Government.
And some would say that the outlook is dark or hopeless as long 
as certain men are heads and so on.

But the world is wide and so are universities, and this 
thing goes on everywhere. Men work themselves free of restric
tions and get their freedom, and a chance to assert their per
sonalities, which is no doubt the best thing for the University.

Masy in allied sub-

Step in Sirin your fine strong way and free us all, 
and make us all remain friends for the sake ofHEEe~University, 
recognising each others strong points instead of dwelling on the 
corresponding defects. And thus there will come the change that 
is really imperative in the Department. It has perhaps been 
brewing long, and as I say it often happens this sort of thing.

Instead of being indifferent to psychology, I got it up 
with the authorities and got the money for it. I used to take 
charts and diagrams and books in to Sir William Macdonald, and 
persuaded him against his laughter and smiles that there was 
really something here. I pushed the subject when H4ad_ey was in
different to it although it was about the only thing that he 
could have done at the time because there were two other pro
fessors. Your predecessor at the time did not know about the 
new movement and I had to persuade him. Dr T. really owes his 
place to me, and I have at different times spoken for his pro
motion, although partly offending him by telling him that he 
ought to publish. I still think that men ought to do this, and 
I still think that Drs H. and T. like many other men have their 
hours and hours to discuss and criticise things, including the 
administration of the University and all the head professors 
when they might hage been writing. 
up trying to advise them as they were certainly old enough to 
know what they wanted in life.

Of recent years I have given

The way is clear now for Dr T. to be independent - Last year 
Dr H- would strongly have resented this. (1) He thinks that Dr j.



• has got on too rapidly, that he has more salary eta-
(2) He thinks that he himself oan still do some general psycho
logy if he wants to, like lectures/on the relation of mind and 
body etc.,etc. Both H* and I know that Dr T. once made
Associate Professor would to bo Professor. . Î. is not too

^ keen on this. You can see from this and other things that some
times I have had both Dra T. and H. in a kind of opposition 

• against my suggestions, and I have sometimes had one as it were 
against the other-» more Dr H. against Dr T.

APor years J. have said to Dr T. before Dr. H of course the
University oan take you to-morrow and make you an independent 
professor, and if it wishes to do this, we can have nothing 
against it, and we will only help you and recommend students to 
take Psychology, as you will like to tell some of your students 
to take Philosophy. V

You oan see that I have been to
r’syoliûiûgÿ«,eta. I have pushed it inseason and out of season.
I do not think too ranch of some of their alleged results and the 
thing has been very miscellaneous, I can find no unified psychol
ogy. Liaodougall of Harvard, the Professor of Psychology holds 
this. I have just read his now book, But this is no longer my 
business. Oui* opinion is not wanted and not considered. The 
fight for freedom has been on and the psychologists have hit 
heavily just as have all of us against ecclesiastioal control and 
so on in other things. Autonomy and self-examination are the 
order of the day. Dr T. is chaffing under his restriction, let 
him be free and* then you will get his best and I will \7ish him 
well.
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I have saved Dr H. *s University life two am three times. 
That is to say your predecessor instead of promoting him would 
have kept him on a pittance/which of course he doesn’t need) 
hoping perhaps that he might withdraw,or go to some other ^lace 
The first time was soon after Taylor and I came to the Univer
sity. He were told that H, would do%xperimental psychology. *' 
He did not want to feeling crowded out of the logic and theory 
of knowledge work that were given to Taylor. He thought of re
signing ,but for some reasons stayed on and was allowed to stay 
on in the position of a lecturer.
I think when Taylor left. The second time was in 1908 

Your predecessor was nearly bringing 
down to lessor «/at son from luuen’s which would have again out 
out Hickson1 work. I told the Principal that hi had been 
kept on so long that it might be well for many reasons to retain 
him in the University. Although a man of culture in Montreal 
4*e_jïent to London, or Vienna 
kno him. He ha s never writ
boo or magasine. He has wri ten tically to the papers no
and then against men like Sir Oliv Lodge and for the Univer
sity Magazine /where of course the wri tin. of no McGill could 
ever be refused. If he thinks that I bluff him and that the 
outlook is dark from his point of view, he ought to know that 
his going renders it to some extent less dark for several 
reasons. unpleasant though it may be to refer to these, 
unfortunately not popular as a man with the students, 
not popular as a teacher, ’his work is thought of as negative and 
critical, and the theological colleges have again and again com
plained to the authorities about some of his tendencies, as the,

, ^ ^ have also about the denial of the freedom of the will(or the
determanism)that is said to be taught by Dr fait. I was told by 

y the way by one of the rincipals that if T. went on teaching
/ohology, they would start a separate class of their own. Of 

course one can never'consider" any criticism against the freedom 
of a university teacher to teach what he thinks he can pr&ve.
But '

•i wouldor
"<?* aa

He is 
He is

return to Dr H. 
from amny thin

years ago prefer a free life to the restricted and half kind of 
life that for different reasons he has had in McGill. I try 
always as I am speaking to think of the fine side is of the de
votion of a man who is*well off ?’to theory and to scientific 
philosophy in a’mercantile city and a business age. I repeat 
that again and again when he and I Save had to take combination 
courses,I have been asked b; the men, if it were really necessary 
to take Dr H.’s half of the work to get my half.

1 no doubt c e 
that he didn t

is going away from 
. And I frankly wthe

/

As for Dr T. I have just referred to one criticism of his 
teaching that however unjustifiable from the dogmatic point of 
view has no doubt been disadvantageous to the department. I 
think that Dr Tait has yet to work his way to a full, free 
apprehension of the mental and moral and spiritual life of man.
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I would say the same thing about Dr H. They know that I think this 
about them and their lack of reasoned belief in the personality of 
man. They would say that I do not take the laboratory point of view, 
and that the future of the Department is dark because I do not take 
it. 3^ It would be dark if I did.

Do not mistake stirrings and struggllngs and antagonism in a 
Department for a condemnation of it, for calling it unsatisfactory. 
They are birth-^angs.

I object to the idea that I have presided over the destinies 
of the Department. No man can make the destiny of another man, unless 
we believe in the faulty scientific determinism of sane psychogists, 
and scientists. Men make their own destiny. Then the destinies in 
Philosophy have been partly determined by the action of your pre
decessor. Dr T. had a very serious war with the late Principal when 
he came back from the War. He tried to hold up your predecessor and 
made himself bery objectionable.

As to the matter of promotion and an independent Department,
Dr T. took the ground when he came here that a Dr Degree from Harvard 
was quite enough to make a man a Professor anywhere. I told him 
years “ago" that mid not see this. ÏTâlways told him to publish 
things that would give him a name outside McGill. I have heard him 
begin again and again to criticise the standing of Professors in the 
University who had an international name in their subjects. He and 
Dr H. have always been tremendous critics of the past policy of the 
University.

/

I want to say definitely 
with some things obtaining 

it could not 
these men in

I think I had better stop meantime. 
I have been profoundly dissatisf ed 

He Department ~ôT hilosophy - s
that 
in t
be, it is the ____________________________________
many ways as they are against me. The complaints that I have got 
against them for years^and your predecessor used to hear them and 
pass them on to me) were enough to sink a Department of Philospphy.
I bore with them because (1) these men were in the University and 
were placed there just as much as I had been; (2) because I thought 
that they would out-grow them when they were older and had more 
experience of life. I thought they would out-grow their scientific 
prejudices against Philosophy. I think that Dr T. fras to some extent. 
But Dr H. is still a good deal of a voltarian - out to smash something 
or their logical grounds - illogical^to him. There is a*~Blg battle 
between us, and it is a life~T>Rt

>t mine, 
much ag’s. I am

t

\
\

(Z
I

<( tie.

Prague University is facing the same thing about the appointment 
of a Psychologist. The Professors of Philosophy disbelieve in a 
whole lot of stuff that has been taught Dmder*the name of Psychology.

The University, however, will be obliged 
of Psychology, and it must be free, for theyto have a
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the
the great

I have been seeing the international congress of pschyologists 
have visited Cambridge from Oxford, 
during my dear wife's illness.

It has all been pretty
X

n
Yours ever faithfully,

ti
2 îïe Li0ral Philosophy is made obligatory by the 

th 601 Ogj C&l C0ll6g8S 8,11 UieiT ni6I] •

t . ASjf principal bmythe, Fraser and Professor A.R.Gordon
(Hebrew) about how our teaching, the three of us is regarded.

,, .. v-ere not for one my Introduction to Phylosophv tw

L°p£LX1ppùotTh^uMlI,h1r=o0L^eC^1ar“°t^ïhaïJÎ!c
i”Ll^S10l°S:i0al,a3 ”e8atlTe t0 Personality and metaphysic and

("!

■Aïï s&ssss? ,‘i skWrsrrsssr.
anthropology's is partly done at Columbia University.
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ORGANIZATIONS FEDERATED IN COUNCIL

The Church of England in Canada - 
The Methodist Church in Canada - 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada -
The Baptist Church in Canada.........................................
The Congregational Church in Canada -
The Salvation Army.................................................
The Evangelical Association of North America 
The Canadian Prisoners' Welfare Association 
The Canadian Women's Christian Temperance Uni 
The Canadian Brotherhood Federation - 
The National Council of the Y.M.C.A. ...
The Dominion Council of the Y.W.CA .... 
The Canadian Council of Agriculture ....
The National Council of Women of Canada -
The Victorian Order of Nurses in Canada
The Dominion Council, R.T. of Temperance -
The Canadian Conference on Public Welfare
The Federation of Women's Institutes -
The Canadian National Association of Trained Nurses -
The Social Service Council of Newfoundland -
The Citizens' League of Bermuda ....
The Social Service Council of R.E.I.
The Social Service Council of New Brunswick 
The Social Service Council of Nova Scotia 
The Social Service Council of Quebec - 
The Social Service Council of Ontario 
The Social Service Council of Manitoba 
The Social Service Council of Saskatchewan - 
The Social Service League of Alberta - 
The Social Service Council of British Columbia

REPRESENTED ON 
EXECUTIVE BY

Canon C. W. Vernon, B.D. 
Mr. J. W. L. Forster,
Rev. D. N. MacLachian, B.A. 
Rev. M. C. MacLean, B.A.
Dr. F. J. Day.
Colonel H. E. Otway.
Rev. J. Q. Litt.
Mr. John Kidman.
Mrs. W. T. G. Brown.
Mr. Thomas Howell.
Chas. W. Bishop, B.A.
Miss Marjory Ford.
J. G. Lethbridge, M.LA.
Mrs. H. W. Parsons.
Mrs. J. Charlotte Hanington. 
Rev. W. P Fletcher.
Mr. J. H. T. Falk.
Mrs. W. E. Todd.
Miss E. McP. Dickson 
Rev. D. B. Hemmeon.
Mr. H. M. Hallett.
Mr. R. C. Sidenius.
Mr. Donald Fraser.
Dr. H. R. Grant.
Rev. Gordon Dickie, M.A. 
Prof. T. R. Robinson, Ph.D. 
D. B. Harkness, M.A.
Rev. W. P. Reekie.
Mr. H. H. Hull.
Rev. N. A. Harkness, B.A.

Efje Social â>erbtce Council 
of Canaba

“THERE IS ALWAYS A NEW HORIZON FOR FORWARD LOOKING FOLK ’

Honorary Presidents—

Most Rev.S.P.Matheson.D.D ,LL.D- 
Primate of Canada.

Chester D. Massey, Esq.

EXECUTIVE OFFICIALS
President—

Very Rev. Dean L Norman Tucker, D.C.L. 
General Secretary—Dr. John Q. Shearer 
Assistant Secretary—Charlotte E. Whitton, M.A. 
Recording Secretary—Dr. T. Albert Moore 
Treasurer—Frank Sanderson, Esq., M.A. LL.D 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
The President (Chairman)
The General and Recording Secretaries
The Treasurer and
Rev. Peter Bryce
Dr. Chas. J. Copp
Ven. Archdeacon Ingles
Mr. J. O. McCarthy
Dr. Geo. C. Pidgeon

Vice-Presidents—

Rev. C. W. Gordon, LLD., F.R.S.C
Mrs. Emily F. Murphy
Mrs. W. E. Sanford
Mrs. S R. Wright
Prof. E. M. Keirstead, LL.D.
W. H. Wiggs, Esq.
Rev. R. W. Ross, D.D.

•Publtsljersi of “ Social ÜEelfare "

504-5 CONFEDERATION LIFE BUILDING 
(TELEPHONE MAIN 2751)

Toronto, June ...8 th 1921

I had the pleasure of being one of a team of 
speakers on social welfare subjects at a series of conventions 
held in the rural portions of Quebec province recently, the 
ground covered being mainly the counties of Huntingdon, 
Chateauguay and Beauharnois.

Dr.W.B.Tait, Professor of Psychology-in Mo Grill, 
was one of the team. I was profoundly impressed with two 
things in the case of Professor Tait; first his manifestly 
exceptional ability which was uniformly appreciated and 
admired by the audiences; second, the sérvice that incidentally 
it seemed to me, he was rendering to the University of 
McGill. Bright young people gathered about him in groups 
at the close of each session and were propounding all kinds 
of questions growing out of his addresses and thus becoming 
increasingly interested in McGill University. 1 can 
conceive of no publicity work and no extension work of 
greater value than that which was incidentally rendered by 
Professor Tait in addressing these social welfare conventions.

I have no doubt you have many professors in 
McGill who could do similar work and 1 have long felt that 

or less popular extension lecturing might well bemore

Sir Arthur Currie, 
President,
McGill University, 
Montreal, Que.

Dear Sir Arthur ;

* H f;: < -

_______________________________________________________
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mde use of to a much greater extent than at present bv 
uanadian Universities. our

In any case you have an exceptionally able and valuable man in Professor Tait. Pardon the liberty 1 take in sendit 
on this statement and suggestion.

Wishing you all success as President of McGill I am

Yours sincerely,

JGS/D General Secretary.

m



June
Tenth
1921»

Dr. John a. Shearer,
504-5 Confederation Life Bldg 
Toronto, Ont.

a ,

Dear Dr. Shearer

I thank you most warmly for your
letter of June 8th.

It is gratifying to know that those 
interested In Social Service work in Canada regard 
Dr. W, E. Tait so favourably» 
that in him we have a valuable man and one who has

You ill he

e feel at MoCl11 ■
developed very much in recent years, 
glad to know that the Board of Governors yesterday 
approved his be ins- raised to the rank of Associate
Professor. ■

Cordially reciprocating your good
wishes, I am,

Yours faithfully,

Principal.
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McGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL.

,x

Faculty of Arts 
Psychological Laboratory

May 30, 1921.

Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal McGill University, 
Montreal, Que.

I

Sir:

During x conversation with regard to the status of
Psychology you asked ne to Prepare a list of the chief
universities in U.S.A. where it was a department by itself, 

submitting this list. The 
on my return

a series of lectures in thés

I have now much pleasure in
reason for delay is due to the fifict that 
from Harvard I was booked for

Province, which occupied 

were given under the 

of Canada and

-o. list week. These lectures 
auspices of the Social Service Council

were well received.

I remain, sir

very respectfully yoursa



_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Some of the principal universities vfhere psychology 
is a separate department.

■

California
gelant Stanford

Johns Hopkins
Ohio State
North Western
Pennsylvania
princeton
Chicago
Illinois
Clark

Cambridge, Eng.

Toronto
Columbia (in this university part of it is in

philos. and part with education.) 
Carnegie Institute Pittsburg.
Harvard (Psych, is one of three in a Division

including Philos, and Social gthics.)
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December 1er', 1224.

Dr. C. F. Martin,
Dean, Faculty of Medicine, 
McGill University, Montreal.

Dear Mr. Dean,
This is to thank y u for your very cordial

letter of the Cth. inst. with reference to Miss Ru-ssell.1
My pur: ose in mentioning ' he matter to ^r. Hincks (I was 

-ritin- him on other ’ usinées) was to emphasise the im

portance of scholarshi; . I think that you will arree with 

me that the two years Social Service Course is not a ser-
x-'

ions matter wnen compared with the Course Lea ing to the

B.A. Degree. In the former there is little scene? and no

mathematics, the latter so necessary it, treating social

statistics. \
Twelve Hundred dollars Is a handsome amount and

should no' ne ce.) a r i L y y o 

xnd serious ’ ut to individuals who at 

a certain amount of h£i■

to tho-c who .re merely intereste::

ho same time mosses-

Good intentions should not rens.

confused with ability. 

Graduate reward for work .eit.
n7 V ay of thin!

m.i f aithfully done with

ing it should 1 e a

strong indications of more to follow.

yi < ..er.u, '.here is too much tpropaganda and
froth in connection with so. i.J. reform -c „ vi ties and

T'V:■

ES
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university geo; Le should set their •'* 

sen' 1 an.. e of sham, 

required is more

xces against ill 

surorfiaiaiity. What isI retence and

.u;.et work ' - those 

ne del intellectual tools. Two v*<
v/ho ;ossess the

yoars study is insufficient
and the very* nini should ho the 
Arts Degree with high standing in all 

s'eh st andard IS set u; 

not conn and respect 

scientific research

nun Iosse -sion of an

su’ jects. Unies • 

md nainta<ned the 

those who !:non nhat the

cone
7fork will

anon tern
"i© -ns.

I h ive written franhly and 

* ° entirely wrong. 

18 that progress is

°I©nly ny own personal
convictions whiv.h

Tt s only hy
the exchange of ide

loss-die for r.o
Ran liveth hinself.

<»ith rene ; e I expressions of regard 

T remain

very sincerely yours,



February
math
1923.

Professor J. 0. Simpson, 
Medical Building.

Dear Professor Slnpsoni-

The Principal has afcked me 
to acknowledge your letter of February 8th with 
reference to the course in Psychology, and to say 
that he has forwarded it to Dean Laing for action.

Yours faithfully,

Principal’s Secretary.

■■■■■■■■■■■■j
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MEMORANDUM REGARDING EQUIPMENT IN EXPERIMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY.

Some four or five years ago, McGill feegan to 

receive from Sir William Macdonald the annual sum of two 

hundred and fifty dollars ($250) for Experimental Psychology. 

Of this sum, some $580 have been spent, leaving a cash 

balance of about $950 up to July 1, 1909. 

bought includes a chronoscope and various pieces of apparatus 

necessary or desirable in understanding the Psychology of the 

brain, the phenomena of colour,of sound etc.

Wfm
'"i

What has been
;; i

More detailed

information regarding this could be obtained from Dr.Hickson,
■ « 

■ Swho has had, up to the present, charge of this work in

It is well to state, however, that
v;.i

Experimental Psychology.

McGill for one reason or another has made but a very tentative

The demand for experimentalbeginning in this whole matter. SSïl
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Therework has not yet been stimulated to any great extent, 

has also been difficulty about the appropriation of

All this, however, would

rooms

for experimental purposes, 

doubtless be changed by the presence of a competent man in m
M

the subject who would be enthusiastic enough uo develop a

work in the University.
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6Hreal interest in experimental

necessarily been in abeyance for 

in experimental work has

Arrangements in McGill have
Ü

Interest, however,

different quarters of the University and

some years.

been expressed in
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