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0It will I believe assist Honourable Members in
their discussions during the next few days if I, and the

MiniSter of National Defence, inform the Ilouse at this time

Of certain decisions taken by the Governmelt. This is not

iftended to take the place of the more comprehensive

etatements of ministers on estimates, including a statement

I 'Will be prepared to make on emergency measures when

estimates dealing therewith are under consider&tiol,

The international situation has deteriorated
8ince we last met, and tension has increased. Much of

this has arisen from the statements of' Premier Khrushchov
in~ respect of the intentions of the Kremlim and attitudes

tO'Ward West Berlin, and allied questions,, The Government,
after consultation vithi allied governinents in N\ATO, has

eorne to the conclusion that certain measures should be

taken to strengtben Çanadais preparedness for defence both
et home and overseas.

We have decided to increase the overseas and
nava]. forces assigned to NATO as follo'ws:

(a) To bring RCNS ship complements up to the strength

necessary for a prolonged emergency, the

present complement will'be increased by 1749
officers and men,

(b) Strengthen the 4th Canadian Infantry Brigade

Group in Europe by a total of 1106 all ranks , and
make readily available in Canada 1515 as reinforce-
ments.

(c) Strengthen the RCAF No. 1 Air Division in EuTrope
by a total of 250 officers and men.

To allow for the strengthening of the Brigade and

Air Division in Europe, and for further strengthening, over

ened above the foregoing, and Order-in-Council has been passed
inereasing the present ceiling on personnel strength in Europe
trom 12 ,000 to 14e,000

"The increases to NATO-assigned forces vill be
eceomplished by transferring fully-trained personnel now in

home establishments.

1In addition, to improve the general military

effectiveness of our forces at home, and particularly those

ear...Marked for the strategie :reserve and available for use

ini Europe, it is intended to increase; the strength of Army

fCormations by 8950 personnel and Air Force units ýby 989.
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These measures will require a total increase ofapproximately 151000 in the regular forces, and it is intendedto proceed immediately with the recruitment of this personnel,To authorize this increase under the N\ational Defence Act,an Order-in-Council has been passed ircreasing the limit ofthe numbers in the regular forces frorn 120,000 to l35,000-
In the interests of maintaining the present highefficiency of the Brigade overseas it has been decided (asalready announced) , to defer until next year the return toCanada of the Black Watch Battalion no'w with the Brigadeand its replacement by a battalion of the Black Watchfrom Canada,

These decisions will flot have the affect offorming new* units or formations but will bring Up existingforces to a higher state of preparedness and 'will make moreeffective the armed forces' contribution to the civil defençeemergency organization. It is hoped that these decisions'will be regarded flot as provocatîve but rather as amanifestation of Canadals intention to stand solidlywith its NATO partners,

In revteving our defences ve have concludedthat in the avant of nuclear war there would be a need fora larger number of men trained ini survival Operations thanwe row, have,

The militîa has an effective strength ofappro.xîmately 42,000 men, Should Canada be attacked, manymore rnen would be nfleeded for survival operations and forsupport of regular army f ield forces,

Cortsequently, the Government has approved aplan' to Încresase the riumber of men trained to take part insurvival and rescue operatîor., shojuld the need arisQ ,It ha,, been decided to train UP to 100 M0~ men on specialwiourse , era cù).- 1ast .," x we k .oxtiately Z5,000wilI e trarjed r' ech cour:,,, in.e½îgmltrarmouries acro<; tf e co Intry Utr

TQecouýrses w1ill ProvIde Sufficiert basicmÎliJtary trainin~g to rnaÎntaîrn the discipline and responsee-ssentÎal to the coritrol ard effec ti-Lve emPltoYment of sucha force OP operatÎons, but ernphasis throughout will be or.the teaching of subjects essenttal for national survival,

wîll During the Period of their course, traînees~~lserve in the militia on a continuous ill~us aiThey will receive normal paY, with subsiste -ceallowance aisclieu of rations, as giver to a Rezular Army recruit privateOf single status,>

Physical requirements will flot be as stringentas those now in force for the regular arrny, and standardsOf enrolment will be modif'îed to Permit acceptance ofapplîcants between the ages of 18 and 50 years, marrîedor single,

The first course is scheduled to get underwayin Mid-November. When the courses are competed, CanadaWill have a sizeable reserve Of trained manP0Ower essentialto carryîng out many tasks requ4eed for survival should itcorne under nuclear attack0 ,
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I would not, vant these measures to be interpreted
abein1g taken in contemplation of an early outbreak Of war

bu~t rather as insurance which any prudent Governmeflt, realizilg

the P0SSibilities, must take as Éafeguardilg precautiofls.
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