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(Continued from page 100.)

Our third argument is, that the doctrine of
‘Transubstantiation is inconsistent with what rea-
sonteaches us concerning the perfections of God.
Reagon and nature teach us that God i1s ommpo-
tent and that nothing is impossible to be dene by
him, But though God is Almighty, we arcnot
thence to ascribe to him contradictions. A con-
tradiction consists of two contrary propositions, of
which cither the one or the other must be false.
Butno falschood is to be ascribed to God. No
contrgdiction is to beimputed to him,

That the doctrine of Transubstantiation con-
tains 3, contradiction, may be easily shown. We
admit that God may, if he pleases, conwvert the bo-
dy and blood of Christ into the appearanceof bread
and wine. But the doctrine of which e speak,
Tequires us to believe much more than this. It
asserts that Jesus Christ while he was sitting in
company with his disciples, discoursing to them
and consoling them, at the same instant camne
into their handsin the form of bread. Ilc was
caten, swallowed, and digested by thein in the
same manner as other bread ; vet all tlus time le
semained in his place, and continued to feason with

them, to admonish and comfort them, It 1s now
time to ask, what miracle is there recorded in the
gospel, which bears any resemblance to this. We
are told that God mightaseasily efiect this, as give
sight to the blind, or restore the dead to life. But
the cases are not at all alike. Inthe former there
isa imanifest contradiction : in the latter thereis
none. Had our Saviour, inrestoring Lazarus to
life declared him to be alwe, whilst to the eyes of
all the spectators he zppeared to remminin the
grave, without motion, activity, or sensation ; this
would have been a miracle similar to that of tran-
substantiation.  Had our Lord declared the blind
man’s sight to be restored, whilst he could sec
nothing ; or had he asserted the blind and deaf
man to be healed, though he could ncither speak
nor hicar, these would have been similar to the mir-
acleofthe Buchanst. 1ad our Saviour, inthese
cases, declared Lazarus tobe restored ; had he as-
serted the blind man to have recovered sight, and
the dumb and deaf to Lave received the powers of
speaking and heanng, we should then have been
under the same necessity of believing these things,
contrary to the genses of all present, that the
churchh of Rome maintaing, we are under
to believe the transmutation of Chnst's body
intobread. Buts thuvinfactany suchmraclem the
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goapel as cither of these ? Did Christ ever re-
quire his disciples to believe that any discased per-
sont was healed, without showing him to be heal-
ed? Or does he ever require them to believe that
any dead person was restored to life, without first
showing him dend, and then presenting him alive?
"Pransubstantiation is the only instance in which
weare suppesed by the gospel to believe any
thing contrary to our scnses. It is a thing alto-
gether peculiar, and totally unlike any other mira-
cle that men ever were required to believe. Itis
not therefore to be explained or illustrated by a
compurison with any othes instance of the alinigh-
ty power of God, either in creation or provi-
dence.

Whatisa miracle ? It is a suspension of some
of the laws of nature, effected by the power of
God whoappointed these laws. The appointment
of these laws was itself a miracle, and indeed the
greatest of all miraoles. The instantancous cur-
ing of the sick and maimed, the raising of the
dead to life, the creation of the world, are instanc-
es of miraculous power that astonish our imagi-
nation, that convinee us of the vanity of all human
power, and force us to acknowledge the authority
of .the Soverign Lord of all. But when a person
offers us bread, and declares that it is bimself;
though he continues to be seen as before, to con-
verse and reason with us all the time we arere-
ceiving or eating it, here we can see no miracle.
‘There is nothing here which immediately strikes
us as the effect of oripotence, In fact, there is
nothing but contradiction. A person requires us
to believe that we sce not what we do see, nor
hear what we do hear—that we feel not that which
we do feel, nor cat what we are eating,

Nor can the imperfection of our senses'be
pleaded in explanation of this contradiction. For
it is admitted that the senses of our Lord’s disci-
ples informed them rightly, It might have hap-
pened through some discase of the eyes and ears
of these persons, that they might have imagined
they saw and heard our Saviour when they did not.
By the cffects of some other discase, they might
have been mistaken in what they felt and ate. But
‘here thereis no room for this solution of the dif-
ticulty. Theirsenses informed thom rightly, al-
though this testimony of their senses was contra-
dicted by onr Saviour's declaration.  Some of
theu saw him at the head of the table, others sat
next to lum 5 yet he declared they were eating
han: and we are requiredto behieve both these
statements.  In all other cases, when our senses
Zive us contiadiclory information, we suppose them
t9 be disordered, and that onc part of the informa.
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tion must be false. In this case, the declaration
which the disciples heard from Christ, contradict-
ed what they saw and felt ; yet we are required to
believe that their senses in both cases were equal-
ly sound, and equally correct ; and that what they
heard and what they saw, however contrary, wete
both true,

Let us farther inquire, what is the use of a
miracle ? It is to prove that God requires some
doctrine to be believed,or some duty to be perform-
ed. ‘The prophets and apostles were cndowed
with the power of working smniracles, in order to
prove that they derived their cummission from
God. Jesus Christ worked miracles for the same
purpose. And itis easy to sec how miracles scrve
this purpose, because no person can perform them
except God himself, or those whom he empowers
todo it. But the miracle of the Eucharist can ne-
ver scrve this purpose. It can never be offered as
a proofof any doctrine ; since it is of itself more
difficlt to be proved than any other doctrine that
ever was proposcd to the faith of mankind,

In the last place, let us inquirc by what testimo-
ny amiracle canbe proved. Webelieve the mira-
cles recorded in the scriptures, because those who
saw them have given us the clearcst proofs that
they were honest men who would not wilfully de-
ceive. Since they were honest, we infer that the
account which they give of what they saw must
be true, inasmuch asa great number of persons
could notreadilybe deceived respecting those facts
which came under their observation, Iiad they
told us things which they heard from others,or doc-
trines which they were convinced of by reasoning
and argument, we shouldnot have belicved them so
readily. But when they simply tell us what they
saw, and we kuow that they were honest, we can-
not refuse their testimony. The last appeal then
is to the senses of those who saw these things.
We believe the miracles of the gospel, because
they were seen by those who recorded them ; and
we consider the testimony of the senses as suffi-
cient to cstablish the truth of a miracle. But the
miracle of the Eucharist contradicts the testimony
of our senses. It requires usto disbelieve what
our scnses affirm, and to believe what is contrary
to them. On what evidence thenis this miracle to
be reccived 2 Not on the evidence of the senses ;
for their testimony is overthrown by it. Is there
then any cvidence superior to that of our senses,on
which this doctrine may be built? 1s it not from
the testimony of these senses that we receive the
miracles of the gospel, and consequently itself ?
Is it not from the same testimony that we believe
in God? TFor, {rom what othcr source can we de-
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rive the proofs of his omnipotence, wisdom and
beneficence? Where are we to scarch for the
proof of these doctrines, but in the universe which
God haa made, and which cannot be known to us
but by our senses ? It appears then, that faith ie
founded in the testimony of the senses ; and it
can have no other foundation. But the doctrine
of transubstantiation contradicts our scnses. Tt
overturns their testimony. Conscquently, if true,
it overturns faith also, and all the doctrines of re-
ligion, which can have no other foundation than
that testimony,  Since this doctrine overturns the
testimony of the scnses, and there is no other way
in which it canbe proved, it is evidently incapable
of proof. There isno species of evidence left on
whichit can rest. There is no method of proof
by which it can be established. It clearly follows
that this doctrine cannat be proved at all. Aund if
the gospel contained sucha doctrine it would bea
clear proof that the gospel did not contain adi-
vine revelation,

The fourth argument that was wentioned, was,
that the doctrine of transubstantiation is contrary
to what we are taught in the ecriptures concerning
Jesus Christ. The scriptures informs us that
Jesug Christ rose from the dead, the third day after
his dcath, and that he will die no more, leisa-
live for ever mure.  But how is this consistent with
the assertion that we cat his body in the sacra-
ment of thie Eucharist? Is it not aplain contra-
diction to say we cat the body of & person, who is
still alive, and who reigns over all things? We
eat his body, and feed upon it, digesting itin our
stomachs ; yet he isalive, gloriousand triumphant.
The one of these propositions flatly contradicts
the other. They cannot both be true—one of
them must be false. Whatever we have proved
respecting the former contradiction, is equally true
of this. It must not be ascribed to God, the Au-
thor of the scriptures: it cannot be explaed asa
miracle—it affords no proof of omnipotence. It
does not gerve the purpose of & miracle ; nor can
itbe proved by the same cvidence by whicha
miracle is established. This therefore is another
contradiction implied 1n the doctrine of transub.
stantiation, which contains all the absurdity, and
all the difliculty of the former,

Having explained our four arguments for the
figurative interpretation of our Saviour's words
respecting the bread and wine used in the Eu-
charist, we go on to consider the reasons stated by
the Bishtop of Meauy, in favor of the literal ex-
planation of the same words.

The Bishop of Mcaux argues, thaty asthe Jewr
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were required to cat the flesh of their sacrifices, so
christians behoved really to eat the budy of Clinst.
This at Jeast is given ngan iflustration of the doc-
trine, if not as an argument for 1t.

This mode of reasoning is altogether inconclu-
sive, For, although the Jews had been required
to eat part, or the whole, of their sacrifices, it does
not follow that oll sacrifices must be eaten, There
were many circumstances attending the Jewish
sactifices which are not to be found in the sacrifice
of Christ. T'he victims amongthe Jews were pre-
sented by the persons in whose behalf they were
offered ; they were slain by priests, and laid upon
an altar.  But Christ presented lnmself, thougl he
was not sacrificed on his own account ; he was
slain by Roman soldiers, and luid upon the cross,
nut analtar.  We are therefore authurizedin say-
ing that it was by no mecans nccessary for the sace
rifice of Christ to be treatedin every respect, inthe
same manner with the Jewish victims,

But what sets the weakness of this reasoning in
the clearest point of view,is,that,in fact, the Jewish
sacrifices were not alleaten.  Seme were required
to be caten, and some were to be wholly consumed
with fire 3 wlich clearly shows that the circum-
stance of eating the victim is not essential to the
nature of a sacrifice, The Bishop of Meauxindeed
attempts to explain this in 2 manncr agreeable to
hisown hypothesis, by saying, that the cating of
one kind of sacrifices shows that we must eat the
body of Christ ; while, the abstaming from eating
another kind of sacrifices served to remind the
Jews of the imperfection of their oblations 5 and
therefore Christ the perfect sacnfice, must be real-
ly caten.  But this explanation isentirely arbitrary.
1t has no foundation 1 scrpture, andis altogether
unsatisfactory. It still remuins clear, that since
some sacrificcs were to be eaten, and others not,
we arc just as much at iberty to suppese the sac-
nfice of Clurst to be of the latter knd, as of the
former.

The belief of transubstantiatics, it is eaid, great-
ly heightens the efiect of the eacrament ; us the
person who reccives the mass, behieves the body of
Christ to be within his breast, and cotsguently 1s
more deeply affected with the impressivn of tns
Saviour’s love than he could be by simply medi-
tating on his passion, Lo this, we aiswer, first ;
—that Christ’s curporeal presuncein tie sacrament
does notin the least enbiance lus luve.  Ihs suf-
ferings,whether corporeal or miental, are alfowed to
be the same, whether this ductiiue be trucor false.
‘I'he only way, then, that this ductrine can Le sup-
posed to produce a beiter «ff rt upon chiristaus,
than the manner i wlhich Protestiits consider the
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sacrament, is by exciting them to more scrious and
devout meditation. And here,it must be granted,
that if this doctrine could be proved to the satis-
faction of christians, a deeper impression
would probably be made upoutheir minds, than can
be produced by the most striking representation
of our Saviour's sufferings, without the assistance
of this doctrine, But this is a supposition that
can never be realized. It ie impossible to satisfy
the minds of christians in general respectinga
doctrine so contradictory to all sense and reason.
And the more repugnant any doctrine is to the
common sense and understandings of mankind,
the more readily must doubts and suspicions arise
inthe minds of those whom we endeavor to per-
suade of its truth. And the more doubtsand sus-
picions are occasioned by any particular doctrine,
the less influenco must that doctrine have onthe
mind,

Anyeffect that the doctrine of transubstantia-
tion can have in exciting a more lively attention to
our Saviour's sufferings, is far more than coun-
terbalanced by the extreme difficulty of proving
such a doctrine, and the uncertainty and doubts
which it must generally produce.

As this argument for transubstantiation relates
entirely to the effect which the doctrine is calen-
Jated to produce on the minds of mcn, and notat
all to the evidence of the doctrine, itia fair to con-
trast with the good eflects ascribed to it, the bad
effects with which it appears to usto be attended.
Among the bad effects which we have reason to
attribute to this doctrine, this is one, thata doc-
trine so full of contradiction, so contrary to all the
ordinary methods of judging of the nature of bo-
dies, must naturally be productive of doubt in the
minds of the faithful themselves. In consequence
of these doubts, the influence of religion on the
minds of christians is weakened. It is impossible
for persons of any degree of reflection to avoid
considering the many and evident contradictions
implied iuthis doctrine. However those who are
wholly ignorant and uninformeé may profess to
assent toit, such as have acquired any habit of rea-
soning can never view it without being struck
with many difficultics,. The doubts which are
thus excited, and the uncertainty into which the
mind is thrown respecting principles that are re-
garded as of the first importance, aro exceedingly
unfavorable to the influence of religion. They di.
minish the authority of moral duty, and are sub-
versive of the practice of virtue,

The effect of the doctrine of transuhstantiation
is not less hurtful in another view, Those who
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sct themselves against all religion, and endeavor by
every argument which their ingenuity can devise,
to depreciate the importance of christianity, are
too pumerous in every christian country. The
prejudices of these persons are greatly strength-
cned by every doctrine that appears to contradict
the good sense and reason of mankind. And the
more these tenets abound in the christian church-
¢s, the more violent will be the prejudices of unbe-
lievers, the more numerous will they become, and
the more lasting will be their opposition. The
particular doctrine in question has no doubt been
the cause of the infidelity of thousande, Man-
kind scldom take the trouble to consider what the
gospel itself teaches. They take it for granted,
that christianity containg all the contradiction
which clergymen ascribe toit, when they defend
and explain the doctring of transubstantiation.
Hence they infer that & religion which containg go
much contradiction could not proceed from God.
They reject therefore the whole gospel asa fa-
ble.

Tho defenders of transubstantiation maintain
that this doctrine, though superior to reason, is
not contrary toit. ‘They assert that itis not more
contradictory than the omnipresence of God, the
immateriality of the human soul, and many other
doctrines of natural or revealed religion, of which
we cannot fully explain the pature. The omni-
presence of God is indeed incxplicable to thebu-
man understanding. We cannot comprehend in
what manner the Divine Being exists everywhere,
But though this is inexplicable, it contains no con-
tradiction. It is allowed on all hands that we do
not understand the nature of divinity, nor the man-
ner in which God exists. The divine essence
must possess qualities which we cannot understand
nor explain. To say therefore, that his nature
is such as to exist every where,is no contradiction,
It is only saying that he possesses qualitics which
we connot explain. But, to say that any human
being can exist intwo or more places at the same
time, is a contradiction ; becausc weare acquaint-
ed with the qualities of human beings, and know
that thisis inconsistent with the'r nature. The
same reasoning may be applied to the immateri-
ality of the soul. It is no contradiction, tosay,
there may be such an immaterial substance as
thesoul ; or to say that it may influence the body.
For we are not acquainted with the particular
mode of subsistence of every being in the universe.
But, it is a contradiction to say that two or more
persons eat the sane substance at thesame time.
We know this to be inconsistent with the nature of'
any corporeal substance. ‘The doctrine of the
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Trinity implics no contradiction : for any being
may, in one respect, be three ; and in other re-
spects, one. DBut no animal substance can be cn-
tirely eaten while alive, nor can any human being
be in heaven, and on earth at the same time.
Though, therefore, many doctrines of religion be
inexplicablo as to their peculiar nature, yet none
of them implics a contradiction. But the doctrine
of transubatentiationis strictly and properly con-
tradictory.

But here we arc answered, that the body of
Christ possesses other qualitics than those with
which we are acquainted, and that, in consequence
of some of these, it may be in more places than one
at the same time, be caten while alive, apd by dif-
ferent persons at once, Itis admitted thatthe
glorified body of Christ may be possessed of some
qualitics with which we are not acquainted, and
may posscss those with which we are acquainted,
inadegree of perfection of which we have no
conception. But stil), these qualities whatever
they are, cannot be inconsistent witha human or
a corporeal nature, If these qualities be such as
cannot possibly be attached to & human being,
then Christ is no longer possessed of a human na-
ture. But the scriptures assures us that he has a
bhuman nature, or the nature of man., Conse-
quently, this human nature, or human body, can
possess 1o qualities but such as may be attached
to ahuman body. But any substance that can ex-
ist in more places than one at the same time, pos-
sesses qualities which a human body cannot pos-
sess, qualities which no body whatever can have.
It must be neither human, nor cven matenal, It
must be an immaterial substance.  “I'hat 15, 1t must
be a spirit, and can, upon no account, be termed a
body. If the scriptures termed such 2 being, a
man, their purport could only be to perplex and
deceive, not to instruct us. If God bas communi-
cated a revelation to mankind, that revelation
must be expressedin human language, in some
language which men employ in common hfe, If
it is not so expressed, it can be of no use : nobody
can understand it.  If it be so contradictory asto
call a man, a spirit, and a spirit, 2 man, it must
confound the ordinary forms of human language,
and can be of nvadvantage—can yicld no instruc-
tion {0 any man.

Q. W.

To be concluded in owr next.
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TiouonTS ON THR .DUTY OF THR SYNOD TO TAKR
IMMEDIATR STEPS FOR THK EDUCATION OF THOSK
YoUTHS Wit ARE ASPHUKG TO THF MiNisTRY.

Mr EmrTor,
I have now to request that you

will copy into your columns, the « Reportof a
Committer of the Prestytery of Toronto, on the
subject of a Theological Seminary” That Re-
port was put into the hands of the members of the
Synod in the year 1836, but it will be new to many
of your readers ; and the perusel of it may tend to
awaken the attention of the Church generally to
the all-important subject of which it trcats, The
Report, it will be remembered, wes brought before
the Synod in the above year, and called forth con-
siderable discussion. The result was the passing
of a scries of Resolutions, not substantially difter-
ent from those which had been recommended by
the Presbytery of Toronto. The Commission
was instructed to carry them into effect; but it
did not appear at the last meeting of Synod. that
they had token any steps to do so.  The subject
then obtained very slender consideration ; though
a resolution in itself highly important, was adopted.
We make the following extract from the printed
Minutes for the last year :—[Sce page 31.)

¢ On a reference frum scveral members of the Pres:
bytery of Hamilton, for advice respecting the educa-
tion of younyz men looking forward to the office of the
Musiistry, it was resvlved, that Presbyteries shall in
the me:ntime, receive under their care such young
men applying to them as they may deem qnalified
for entering on a course of prc[&amlory study, and
shall ducctiber studies as they best can, in the hope
that baney means of instruction shall ere lung be
obiined. and that the Church at home will accede
to the educating and heensing of Probationers with-
in vurown bueads.”

From the slender interest yet felt throughout
the churchmn the training of youthsfor the ministry,
we do not sce that the Synod could have done
more m the matter than what is impled in the
adoption of such a resolution. It is an initia-
tory mecasure which should encourage our yeung
men who are aspiring to the honorable work of the:
mimstry, to commumnicate their views to ministers
and Preshyteries, as it warrants Presbyterics to
give their best couunsely encouragement and aid tor
such youths.

It is truc, that in order to our licensing proba-
tioners, consistently with our present relation to
the Church of Scotland, there must be a modifica-
tion of the declaratory cnactment of the General.
Assembly of the year 1833, which recommended.
the fornation of P’resbyteries and Synods in the
Colonics.  Yet who docs not seethat such modifi-
eation of that cnactment, like any direct aid to-



133 THOUGHTS ON THR EDUCATION

wards the endowment of a seminary amongst us, is
most likely to be obtaineil, when we can go to the
General Assembly, and tell our venerable Fathers
and Brethren, that God hias so far honored the min-
istry of the word sent forth by them into these re-
gions, that some who have through it been unit.
ed intothe Saviour, are desirous of serving him
in the same ministry ?  Let us but show to the
Gencral Assembly that we have even a few Christ-
ian youths of good parts, who arc bound in spir-
it to serve God in the ministry of the gospel in
these provinces ; and we need not fear that our
purpose and efforts to give them the most thorough
training competent for us to give, will be frowned
on by that Venerable Court. They shall, we trust,
have no ground to surmisc, that we wish to run
counter to what is confessedly the tendency of all
churches inthe present age—the elevating the
atandard of scholarship among students for the
ministry. And while for obvious reasons they
may be disinclined to admit our mimsters edu-
cated in Canadc to an entire equality with those
trained in their own Divinity Halls, in so far aseli-
gibility to a parish in Scotland gocs, we on our
part, may without grudging consent to this,in the
full confidence that when we have in Canada as
good institutions for the education of mmisters as
those in Scotland, and have withal an over-supply
of probationers—then our licentiates shall be duly
respected and welcomed to the charge of Scottish
parishes.

We rcjoice to think thata few youtls arc al-
ready avowedly directing their studies towards
preparation for the ministry, cncouraged by the
favorable reception which the proposal for a semi-
nary obtained in the Synod. Andit should be
known throughout the church, that several of
these are now studying in Hamilton under the ac-
complished Master of the District School there.

We know not whether the Presbytery of Ham-
ilton, whomust feel thata special superintendence
of thesc youths devolves upon thetn, will apply for
any farther instructious, to the next Synod; but
in whatever way the subject cumes before that as-
sembly, we trust that they will promptly and cor-
dially resolve to promote their educationby all the
means which the great Head of the Church enables
them to employ. Itis certainly afavorableindica-
tion that one so well versed in Jiterature and sci-
ence 3s Dr. Rac undoubtedly is, should be ready,
as we believe he is, to lay himself out to the full
extent that his other avocations will permit, for as-
sisting and directing the studics of our young men.
And we belicve, that the earncst and unanimous
representation of the Synod would ea.ily obtain
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from the Church at home, an ablc and experienced
minister for the theological and pastoral training of
our students, and the means, too, for his support.®

An arrangement like this would, we trust, not
supersede, but introduce some more extenziveand
permanent institution.  From the condition, both
of the Church and of the province, all our inatita-
tions must bave their¢ day of small things;” but
through the blessing of God on prudent counsels
and faithful exertions, we may assure ourselves
that they shall yet have their day—their long day,
we trust, of great things. Ifit could be o that
the Synod should resolve not to train any of the
membets of our church for the ministry, until they
obtain a chartered college, and some goodly pile of
buildings with suitable grounds in its occupation,
then we, at least, would bid adieu to the hopes,
both of training our Canadian youths for the min-
istry, and of having the Presbyterian Church root-
in the community, Let us diligently employ the
means which through the divine blessing on our
exertions, we may command for cducating our
young men, and we may be assured that with
the increasing demand for instruction, and the
growth of the Church, suitable institutions
will be obtained.

It should be kept in mind, that the minute subdi-
vision of labor which now prevailsin teaching the
arts and sciences in our Scottish universities, was
not coeval with the foundation of these institutions.
The time was,when aRegent or Professor carried
hiastudentsthroughthe whole eurriculumof study ;
and that was by no means a time of superficial ac-
quircments. A similar plan would be most suita-
ble to the circumstances of our Church in these
provinces. We can expect only afew students
at first ; and our resources would not admit of
supporting many teachers. Nor should we great-
ly fear that our students would not make any con-
siderable advancement without the formal organi-
zation of a college. Itistobe keptin mind that
the actual acquirements of students are inthe
ratio rather of the impulses that move them to
study, than of their opportunities for the prosecu-
tion of it. Let usbut find young men moved by
the Spint of God to desire to take part with usin
the ministry of the glorious gospel, and we may be
assured that they will cultivate the best gifts for
the exercise of that ministry.

Every age that has been distinguished for a re-

*+ Webclieve that some of the members of our
Church, are longing for the actual commnencement of
the Seminary, that their offerings in the Saviour's
cause may flow mn this direetion,  'We have heard of
whofler by one gentleman of £25 per annum for teh
vears tothe Seminary, when it shall be commenced
TIappily this genticman’s zeal and liberality donot all

linger un the tesolves of the Synod in this matter.
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yival of genuine religion, has had a revival of bib-
lical leatning ; as on the other hand, when the
Church has declined in purity and zeal, biblical
learning has languished even in Divinsty Halls and
and Colleges.  Gibbon's sneers at the «fat slum-
bers” of the Chuzch of England, had much to pro-
voke it in the sloth which in his day oppressed
alike multitudes of the well beneficed clergy, and
the pensioned members of the universities. Letus
aim at promoting a vigorous tone of piety in those
who are aspiring to the ministry, and we shall be
in the dircct way of inciting them to the culture
of that learning which which is necessary to the
proper discharge of its offices.

The obtaining of a permanent foundation for the
education of our ministers, is obviously a distinct
object from the education of tho youths who are
now seeking for admission to the ministry among
us; yet we trust, that the Synod will sce that the
immediate prosecution of the latter object with
such means as we now command, is a measure all
but indispensable to the former,

If an enemy found a seat in our councils, he
could not more effectually counteract our effortsto
obtain a permanent foundation for the education
of candidates for the ministry, than by counselling
usto reject the applications now made to us for in-
struction, by the youths who are offering them-
sclvesfor the ministry, and to do nothing towards
obtaining a Theologicel Professor, until we obtain
achartered institution of our own, or a professor-
ship in connection with the Synod in King’s
College.

It1s a law in the divine government, of exten-
sive application, ¢ He that hath, to him shall be
given.” Andif we show oursclves zcalous and
faithfulin training up insound learning, the aspi-
rants to the ministry who are found in our church-
cs, then may we the more confidently reckon on
aidand patronage from without, It would, we be-
lieve, bea new thing for the government of the
Church, to aid in an enterprise like that which we
are contemplating, those who were doing nothing
to help themselves, The Royal Institution of Bel-
fast, a college of the Synod of Ulster, the London
University, and the College of Pictou, are exam-
ples which occur to us, of institutions that strug-
gledinto existence and notice through private ex-
ertions before they obtained royal ard legislative
charters and cndowments.

It is well that the Colonial Secretary bas spoken
favorably of the scheme of a professorship of The-
ology, in connection with our Church, in King’s
College. Butnow that that institution has been
modificd in its constitution by the Proviucial Le-
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gislature, it is obvious, that in order to obtain the
desired professorship in it, we muat beconie suitors
not in Downing street, but with the Council of the
College,and eventually also, with the Provincisl Lea
guelature,  The appointment of professors, and
the regulation of the course of education, belong
to the Council, and by the modified charter, no
other religious test is requircd of a Professor,
than the declaration of “abeliefin the authenticity
and dwine inspiration of the Old and New Testa-
ments, and in the doctrine of the Trinity.” And
thus the Council might appoint to a Theolo
gical Professorship, & minister of the Church of
Scotland, or any other minister who would sub-
scribe the test.  But it is by no means likely, that
the present Council would appoint a professor of
our Church, with the cxpress design of his taking
a special charge of our Theological students.
And as it does not seem that they could, withouta
farther modification of the charter, permit ourSy.
nod to exercise any control over one of their Pro-
fessors—cven though he were taken from our
Church, and appointed to teach Thelogy, it i still
less hikely, that we could obtain from the Provin-
cial Legislature, an enactment to give the Synod
such a superintendence of theic Professor as they
unquestionably ought to possess. So thatalthough
the Colonial Minister was undoubtedly sincere in
his professions of a desire to further our views for
the education of our candidates for the ministry in
the University of King’s College ; we cannot but
look uponthat scminary as & very doubtfnl, and at
best, a remote resort for them. At any rate,
the most strenuous exertions that can be made
on our part for a foundation in the college, in
connection with the Synod will be supported,
and not counteracted by our being able to show
that we have students ready to introduce to the
class room, when the Professor shall take his
Chair,

Inevery view of the matter then, the Synod
appears to be imperiously called on, to make vigo-
rous efforts for the immediate training of the
youths who are secking admission to the holy
ministry amongst us. The peculiar difficulties
and hardships which attend that office in these pro-
vinces afford a presumption that those who are
now desiring it for their sons or for themselves see
it in its proper glory as subordinate to the advance-
ment of the kingdom of Giod, and the salvation of
immortal souls ; and hence, we are the rather
bound to sympathize with them and encourage
them. And if the Synod shall adopt some more
decisive measures towards this end, they will speed-
ily find that there are throughout our churches

several Hannabs and Elkanahs who arc ready to
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lend sons to the service of God in 1is spiritual
temple.

Yunr present correspondent, Mr. Editor has met
with a few of such, aud he will closo this letter—
which has run out beyond his expectations,into a
kind of diseertation, with the notice of onc case, in
which he was brought vividlyto sec the need of
an institution amongst us for the cducation of mi-
nisters,

When prosccuting & missionary tour in the
month of February last, through a part of the
Gore and Iome districts, along with a co-presby-
ter, we stopped one night in the house of a thriv-
ing farmer, an elder from the North of Ireland.
‘The evening worship brought of course all the
children who were very numerous into the same
apartment with us, We had just been told that
the two older sons, stout lads not above twenty
years of age had returncd a few days before trom
the fronticr where they had been in arms with the
militia to repel the threatened invasion ; when, we
asked the mother what she would think of giving
one out of the many sons who still encircled with
us the blazing hearth, toa differeat kind of war-
farc—the scrvice of Christ in the ministry of the
gospel.  «Ah,” said she pointing to one of the
lads “hercisa boy whom his father and Ihave
wished to educate for the muistry, but we have
sucha poor schoolin our own neighborhood, and we
know of no college in the Province that, we de-
spair of being ableto obtain our wish respecting
him.” We could not butadmit the reality of the
discouraging circumstances whichthe good woman
had mentioned ; and yet, rejoicing to find that such
apurpose had been entertained by her and her
husband, we exhorted them to commit it to God,
and to improve cvery opportunity they could ob-
tain forthe education of the led—meationing to
them at the same time the measures which the Sy-
nod were contemplating for the establishment of a
seminary, and that the very knowledge of cases like
theirs, in which christian parents were desirous to
train a pious son for the ministry,would encourage
the Synod, to pursuc those racasures with alacrity
and vigour,

1 remain,

Yours &c.
PRESBYTER.

REPORT OF A COMMITTER OF THE PRRSBYTERY
or ToronTO, ON THE SUBJECT OF A THEOLOGI-
CAL SEMINARY.

The committece report, that soon after their ap-
pointment, they applied to the kighest quarters for in.
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formation respeeting the likclihood of King's College
going into carly operation ; and, in the event of this
tnking placo, of provision being made in it for the
theological cducation of candidates for the ministry in
the Presbyterian church; but could obtain no informa.
tion on these subjects,  Tho position of particsin the
Provincial Lezislature at that time, indeed, utterly
forbade the hope that Theological Professorships in
conncxion with any Church in the Province would
be establiskied in King’s College ; and, though that
position is now altered, it remains to be seen, liow far
any thing like unanimity will prevail in regard to the
commencement of the College, and the organization of
a theological Faculty in it. The committce are de-
cided in the conviction, that it would be unbecoming
in the Synod to intrust any Professor with the Theolo-
gical instruction of theirstudents, unless he weretoa
greater or less extent under the control of the Synod:
and that the Synod should look to King’s College as
their Divinity School, only on condition of their ob-
taining a Professor of Theology in it who should bea
member of the Synod, and subject to their jurisdic~
tion. But the commencementof this royal institution
docs not appear tobe so ncar, and neither does the ob-
taining ofa Professorship onthesetermsappear to be an
cvent 50 probable, as to warrant the Synod to dclay
preparations for the education of ministers from a-
mong the pious and devoted youth of our congrega-
tions. And the committec recommended the Presby-
tery to press upon the Synod, the importance of im-
mudiately taking steps, for the foundation of a Theo-
logical Scminary, for the training of such youths for
the ministry.  The founding of such a Seminary, it
may be observed, does not imply the relinquishment of
the claims which the Synod may have on the Go-
vernment, for an endowment in King's College, 1f
that institution shall at any time provide for the Theo-
logical education of the students of any of the Chrs-
tian Denom™atiors in the Province, On the con-
tiary, it wi. rather strengthen such claims ; inas-
much, as that however humble the Seminary may be,
it will directly promotc the enlargement of the Churcly
and Govermment aid of any kind may be expected in
proportion to the extent and influcnce of the Church
in the community.

The appointment of this committes implics, on the
part of the Presbytery, a rccognition of the impor-
tance of the establishment of a Theological Seminary;
yet, as no common cxcrtions and sacrifices will be de-
manded towards cffccting this object ; the committee
feel themselves warranted to preface the scheme they
arcnow about to submit with a few remarks hum-
bly designed to deepent in the minds of the brethren,
a sense of the importance of the speedy foundation
in the Province of a college for the education of mi-
nisters.

It is submitted, then, in the first place, that minis-
ters cducated inthe Province will have some consid-
erable advantages over those of the same standing, as
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to general qualifications, who have hoen educated in
Britain, For, rccent as the population of the Pro-
vince is, and posscssing us it docs many characteristics
of that of the Mothcr Country, it has yeta character
of its own, in many important respects, distinet, on
account of its mixed origin, and the circumstanees
which are peculiar to it as a youug community.
Hence, otir preachers on their first arrival in the Pro-
vince, even when amongst those who have nugrated
from Scotland at an carly period, and still more when
amongst the descendants of such, or cmigramts from
other parts, find themselves to be in some respects a-
mongst & strange people ; and they in hike manner
have something of the character of forcigners to the
population.  So that there 13 for a time o want of
sympathy n cach others views and feclings on many
subjects ; and the preacher is at once the less com-
fortable, and the less fitted to put focth the full influ.
cnce of his office and character on the conumunity.
Ministers educated from amongst our own Provincial
youths would liave no such drawback on their usc-
fulness ; and they would have a more palpable ad-
vantagein their physical training, which would pre-
pare them for the hardships incident to Missionary
and Ministerial service in Canada,

SeconpLy,~It should be known throughout the
Church, that there are now, in sume congregations,
individuals desirous of cutening 1nto the Munstry,
and to demand of such an education in a Scotush
University, would be a virtual barning of the duus to
their adinission.  Such individuals are not, it is true,
known to be numerous ; but unquestionably iore of
our pious youths would direct their attention to the
Ministry, if means for a suitable education were with-
in their reach. It may be safely affiemed, that the
number of personsin a Church, who aspire to the Mi-
nistry from right motives, forms a fair test of the suc-
cess, which G sd gives to the nunistration of the word
and ordinances in that Church ; and 1t scems equally
plain, that if & Church deny to such persons all op-
portunity of qualifying themselves for the Minsiry,
and of acally entering upon it, itis in the very
way of counteracting the work of God, and cannot
but provoke his displeasvre. In this view of the mat-
ter, the present condition of our Church in these Pro-~
vinees, destitute as she is of a school for the Prophets,
may well awaken serious alaym.  Many direct evils
may be scen to be counceted with the present system
of obtaining Ministers. A certain nationality  of]|
character is induced on our Church, which by no
means befits theorigin of a great proportion of those
who compose it : and in this way also, the Church is
severed from many generous sympathics of the general
population, and commends itsclf only to the national
predilections of those who are of Scottish descent.
‘The Church with a ministry puicly Scottish, cannot
acquire & Provincial character, and neither canit grow
withthe growth of the community ; while in the
changes to whick & Colonial State 1> peculiarly hable,
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it incurs a risk of bring altogether overturned.
Church history, it is believed, furnishes no example of
the cstublishment of Christianity in a country, by
ncans of the continued use of o foreign Mnistry. In-
deed, it has become un established maxim in the con.
ducting of Christian Missions, that, the sooncr that
theconvertsof a country can bo tratued foir the Mi-
uistry, the sooner may its evangehization be expect-
ed.

Tuinnty,~The commencement of o Seminasy in
the Colony for the cducatton of Ministers, has become,
in sume measure, a matter of necessity.

The supply of preachers from Scotiand has hith-
erto been very scanty and has rather tended to shew
the extent of fte want of Ministers than met that
want : and, while for these several years past, tho
ncople have been more alive to a sense of their desti-
tution of divine ordinances, the supply of preachers
has been actually diminishing. This is attributable
partly to the greater demand at home for able preach-
ers, caused by the cstablishment < < town and city
missions, and the ercction of new churches; and part-
ly, it must be confessed, to the inadequate remuncra-
tion made to ministersin this Province. Onthe
tatter of these grounds only, is the diminished supply
of Ministers from Scotland to be lanicuted.  Let us
rejoice, that the services of the best of her preuchiers
are ziven to the culture of her own moral wastes.
And how painful soever the consideration is, thut
ministers of the gospel in this land arc very slenderly
and inadequately paid, fur from usbe the thought,
that the great work of bringing its people into the
kingdom of God's dear Sun, must stop, or even be o
bandoned by us. Let ours be the determined pug-
posc to devote oursclves tore enurely to this work ;
aud then, we may  withuut presuiption assure our-
selvesthiat the Master whom we servy, shall sot leave
us unrequited even in this lift.  As the Church gains
a hold of the community we cannot doubt, that its
ministers will be provided for.

The Glasgow Colonial Missionary Society may lie
regarded as the principal provider of preachers for the
Scotush Presbytennian Churches of British North A-
merica: aud yet, it furnished for Upper Canada only
onc laborer during the past year; while applications
had beer: sent to them,from cach Presbytery for one or
two missionarics, with engagements for their suppor;
and they had been pressed by the corresponding Se-
cretary to send a still greater number of missionarics
of their own, in order to meet the actual necessities of
the Province, the dircctors of this exccllent socicty,
it shouldbe known,deeply lament their inability to
mcet the demands which our missionary fields and va-
cant congregations make upon them, and they frecly
confess, it arises 1 Jre from the aversion of suitably
quahfied preachers to come hither, than from the scan-
tiness of their funds. If then, we would not sce our
nueston statzons abaudoned, and congregations scat-
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tered for the lack of pastors, we must be prepared for
tho alternative of raising up preachers amongst our-
sclves, or secking them from other schools, than the
Divinity Halls of our Scottish Universitics.

FouarnLy,—The importance of commencing early
aschool for the training of ministers, may be urged
from the consideration, that the carlier it is planted,
the more readily may it be expected to take root, and
grow with the growth of the prevince.  Some scem
to be repelled from seriously considering the scheme of
a seminary for our church at present, from the fancied
hopclessness of the undertaking. They look at the
richly endowed umversitics of Britain, and they think
that nothing but a large ecndowment from the state,can
originate an institution, such as the church should ac-
knowledge. But such persons, it is belicved, forget
that the most flourishing colleges which public or pri-
vate benevolence has endowed had an infancy, and
in gencral have advanced by a slow growth to the
maturity in which we now behold them.  Colleges
and other aimilar institutions ordinarily have at first
aimed at providing only for the fclt wants of the pe-
riod at which they were founded, and their cnlarge-
ment has been conscquent on the mereasig want of
cducated men, and on the increasing resources of the
community. Now, it may be cnough for us, to ori-
ginate an institwtion that shall supply the present
want of ministers. Let us not think of completing
atonce a great establishment.  Let uslay a large and
deep foundation—2a foundation capable itsdf of ex-
tension, and build on it a superstructure suitable to
our present wants and means: and it may be leftto
another generation to complete it The funds that we
might now acquirc might be so laid cut as to increase
in value with the increasing capital of the Pro-
vince.

Ouce more—as it docs not scem out  of placcto
ranark—no ceclesiastical body, cxeept our Church,and
none of the secular profissions i the Provinee, exact
of thosc admitted into them an cducation in a Bratish
University.  All other churches, whether fullowing a
rigid or lax ceclesiastical organization, a high or low
standard of literary attainments for ministers, open
the ministry tothose whom they severally deem quali-
fied, without respect to the place where they have
been trained.  Obvious advantages, as has been al-
ready remarked, must result from introducing our Ca-
nadian youths to the ministry ;—and it is important
here to remark that some of the most cfficient ceclesi-
asticat Lbodics in this and the adjacent Proviuee, are
making considcerable progress in promoung cducaton
amongst their candidates for the ministry. The
Episcopal Church, which mndeed 1s very accommodat-
inginats termis of admission to the mumstry, so long
as s ritual requirements are comphicd wath, finds some
of its most uscful mimsters amongst those who have
Leen cducated in Canada.  Aad e Mothodist body,
which has heretofore gloricdin an unlearned ministry,
has, through its own cxertions in coutiibuting  and
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collecting funds, founded a Seminary in Cobourg,
which promises to rival institutions that have for
their endowment drawn decply on the public reve-
nue.

If weturn to the secular professions, we see one,
the Medical Board, ready to receive applicants for
their license, from the Amcrican or Transatlantic
Schools indifferently ; yet, zealous in  exacting froin
those on whom they bestow it a good cducation. And
in another, we see, that the Lawyers have already
founded in the metropolis a Hall, which at once be-
speaks their enterprise, and their determination to up-
hold the honor of their profession, in so far as this
may be done, by affording to all who aspire to it, am-
ple opportunitics for preparatory study.—And shal}
the Church, which calls itsclf the Presbyterian church
of Canada, continue to declare to its members, that
that any candidates for the ministry, however well
accomplished, if trained in Canada or any where but
Scotland shall be rejected 2 Shall her ministers and
clders in Synod assembled, permit anothier year to pass
over without committing themselves in the Lord's
strength, tothe founding of an institution in which
aspirants for the ministry, may require all the noces-
sary qualifications which human teaching can confer,
for that high and holy work2—We trustnot. The
committee conceive that a Theological Scminary might
be organized so soon as an cndowment for onc Pro-
fessorship and a Tutorship, or assistant Professorship
could be raised,

A suitable edifice is of coursc indispensable to the
cficctual prosccution of the plan: but the first and
most vigorous cforts should be dirceted towards pro-
viding the endowment. Temporary accommodations
fur classes could casily Le obtained, until permancnt
buildings could beerected. It is conceived, that the
sum of five thousand pounds currcucy, might be re-
garded as adequate for the first endowment, the in-
terest of this at G per cent, being £300 per annum.
‘The assistance of Government in the way of a grant
of moncy or lands, would of course¢ bo sought; but
the issuc of such application should not be allowed to
control our cxcrtions in other quarters.  The assis-
tance of friends in Great Britain  will doubtless be
obtained, for cndowments and buildings, scholarships
and a library : bLut our first dependence under God,
must be on ourselves and our congregations. 'We
must not seck help from abroad, until by the liberality
of our own contributions wec can prove to others that
we have such a deep interest in the undertaking, as
may be an camnest at once of wisdom amd cnergy for
the conducting of it. There should be cmployed in
pleading this cause throughout the church, those who
feel its magnitude and its urgency ; and our peopls
should be called to shew their concern for perpetvating
christian privileges amongst themsclves, and cxtend-
ing these to others, by large and willing offerings of
their substance.

‘The commitice. submit the fullowing draft of an
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overture to the Synod, that the Presbytery, if they sec
fit, may adopt and transmit the same.

The Presbytery of Toronto respectfully overture
the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada, to
take into seriousconsiderationthe importance of found-
ing a collegiate institution for the cducation of pious
youths, forthe work of the holy ministry. And the
Presbytery at the same time respectfully submit the
following resolutions on this subject, for the adoption

of- the Synod.

ResoLvep, 1.—~That the inadequate supply of
-preachers hitherto obtained from Scotland, and the
capability of the Church here to furnish some students
for the Ministry, urgently calls on the Synod to adopt
vigorous measures for the foundation of a Theologi-
cal Iastitution,

Resorvep, 2~That such Institution, if founded,
‘shall be located within the bounds of the Upper Pro-
vince,

Resonvep, 3.——That respectful applications shall
be madeto the Home and Colonial Governments, for
an ecndowment of lands o money, for the founding of
such Institation.

ResoLvep, 4. —That the actual commencement of
the undertaking shall notbe contingent on the success
of these applications.

ResoLvep, 5.—~That 2 committee of Synod be ap-
pointed for drawing out Memorials and Petitions to
the British and Colonial Governments, for assistance
towards the foundation of tiic Theological Seminary,
and making collections throughout the bounds of the
Church for the same object : for preparing a scheme
for the foundation, and for drafting a bill of incorpo-
ration for the Trustees and Dircctors of such Institu.
tior. The scheme and drafi to be submitted to the
commission of Synod, at their mecting in for
their approval ; and the samce commitice to prosccute
the passing of a billof Incorporation in the! Colonial
Legislature, which shall have been approved of by a
majority of the commission ; and to publish reports
from time to time as they may sce fit.

Ox CanisTiaN Barmisy.

Every true disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ
must from his profession and dcsires seck to be-
come acquainted with what our divine Master has
taught andcommanded us.  \We own his sovercign
authority, and therefore we owe hir implicit obe-
dience ;- we acknowledge his infinite wisdow, and
Userefore all thatlic ha. taaght detnands vur crcial
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belief and acquiescence ; we are assured of his in-
finite love, and therefore cannot but cunclude that
every command and institution ordained by him for
our observance must be designed for our benefit;
andif indeed the love of Christ does constrain us,
it will be as our meat and drink to know and do his
will, )

The will of Christ which as his disciples we are
bound to reverence and obey, must be ascertained
by continued and patient investigation of that
book wherein itis revealed. #Search the scrip-
tures, forin them ye think ye have the words of
eternal life, and they are they which testify of
me "—and justinthe degree that we devoutly
comply with this injunction we ehall be able to
giveto every mana reasonfor the hope that isin us
with meckness and fear,

The ordinance of Baptism,enjoined in Matthew's
gospel, xxviii. 19—%“Go ye thercfore, and teach
all nations, baptizing themin the name of the
Father, andof theSon, and of thelloly Ghost,” oc-
cupics a conspicuous place in that simple ritual
which is observed in the Christian church ; and
we may now be profitably employed in considering
—Its origin—Its perpetuity—Its nature and de-
sign—Its subjects—Its mode and the obligation
resulting from it.

1. The origin of christian baptism. On this
point no differcnce of opinion has ever cxisted in
the christian church, it being declared in a man-
ner so clear and explicit as eatircly to preclude all
diversity of sentiment, The passage quoted above
contains the origin of the rite. It was instituted by
Christ and cnjoined on his apostles and their suc-
cessors in the ministry, immediately before his as-
cension into heaven.  So far then, concerning this
ordinance the views which have prevailed in every
age have been the same.

0

2, Was it designed as a perpetual ore
dinance to be observed by the church throngh-
out all ages? On this point also I am not
aware that any considerable diversity of scntiment
hasat any time cxisted among those who have be-
licved that allscripture is given by inspiration of
God. Withthe exception of the Quakers, every
sect of christinns have regarded baptism as neees-
sary to the christian profcssion, and of permanent
obligation. This singular scct have presumed to
cxpunge this ritc from christian observances chicf-
ly for thefollowing reasons ;—that the christian re-
ligion being wholly spintual there is no aced to
admit 1nta 1% any mercly exiernal forins or muatcrial
cbleaw, that Uic bapticta of the spant bong on-
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joyed,baptism with water canrat be of any scrvice.
For aimilar reasons they do not ohserve the sacra-
ment of the supper. The reasons are in them-
selves extremely trivial, for even a religion purcly
spiritual may, n the case of such a creature as man
—a being compounded both of soul and body, of
spirit and matter,—very properly admit of ma-
terial adjuncts. Thus although prayer is an exer-
cise purely spiritual, the frame of mind may be
promuted by the attitude of the suppliant, and the
place where he performs his devotions. Praise is
an exercis? purely spiritual, but who does not feel
that the frame of mind may be assisted by that mel-
ody of the voice, and those hallowed poetic breath-
ings in which weare accustomed to adore the
Creator. In like manner baptism is an outward
material sign of aninward spiritual grace,a sign
in itself appropriate and impressive, and none but
the wildest visionary could seck or wish to rcject
it on the plea that it is inadmissible in & spir-
itual religion.  Dut we may take this occasion
for remarking that this crror of the Quakers
hasarisen from a principle which has been a fertile
source of errorin the church of Christ—an un-
dervaluing of God's written word.  This sect
prefers what they call their internal light to what
God hasrevealed in the scriptures; and it cannot
be decemed wonderful that the Jight whichisin
them should sometimes provedarkness. Arenotthe
words of the institution peremptory ? Why tamper
withthem ? I would scarcely have adverted to this
peculiarity in the Quaker practice had it not pre-
vented me fromasserting generally thatal! christian
churches have deemedthe ordinance ofbaptism per-
petualand obligatory. Butindeed this single excep-
tion,to which we have thought it proper to advert,is
sorecent and adliered to by so small a division of
the christian family, that it is hardly necessary, on
acconnt of it, to limit the assertion thatall branch-
es of the christian church in all ages, have with
onc consent regarded baptism as essential to the
christian profession. Aund this gencral consent is
manifestly founded on the words of the institution.
«Go ye therefore and, teach all nations, haptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost : teaching them to ohscrve
all things whatsoever I have commanded you :
and, lo I am with you akvay, cter unto the end of
the world.,” The command is co-extensive with
the promise.
8. Its nature and design.  To elucidate this it
may be uscful to advert to the history of this rite ;
. for it wasnot peculiar to the christian system. It
existed long antecedent to ity and under very d&if
ferent forms of religion and even of heathenism.
The washing with water indeced, scems to beau
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emblem suggested by nature iteelf; expressiveof a
purpose to abstain from those moral pollutions
which may have been contracted. Accordingly
we find that thosc who were initiated into the mys-
terics or certain forms of heathenish superstition,
bathed befure their initiationina particular stream,
where they were supposed to Jeave all their previ-
ouserrors and defilement, and from which they
entered firmly into the belief of new opinions and
the participation of sacred rites. Thisbaptising of
proselytes was common also among the Jews, al.
though it was not enjvined in any part of their law.
‘They borrowed it from nature or from those typi-
cal washings or baptismsof sacred utensils by
which they were cleansed and again made fit for sa-
cred use. Thus when a Gentilesought to become
a disciple of Moses, he received the initiatory rite
of baptism—the sprinkling or dipping of water—
by wluch he was emblematically purged from his
former crrors and sing, and made a public profes.
sion that he should enter upon a new course of be-
lief and conduct. In conformity with this prevail-
ing practice, John preached the baptism of repen-
tance—that is, he performed the rite upon those
who confessed their sing, and asa pledge and
symbol of their determination henceforth to forsake
them. When our Lord thercfore instituted the
ordinance of baptism and incorporated it withthe
ritual of his dispensation, it was, thatit might an-
swer a similar intent to that in which it had before
been emploved. It was the outward badge of those
who reccived it that they had become bis disciples,
had enteredhis church, and were henceforth to
to be instructed by his doctrines, and to be guided
by his precepts. When in the early age of the
church this rite was administered to a convertto
the christian faith, he was not required to give his
assent to o long and claborate confession of faith.
«If thou belicvest that Jesus is the Christ,” says an
evangelist, ¢ thou mayestbebaptised.” Onhispro-
fessing faith in this simple truth the initiatory rite
was administered to him, he becamea member of
the church of Christ, and was admitted to a free
participation of those privileges by which he might
afterwards attainto the full perfectionof the chris-
tian character. The nature and design of bap-
tism therefore is to denote the bap..zed person's
separation from all other forms of religion to the
gospel,from all other mastersto Christ, and hisad-
mission to that spiritual kingdom of righteousness
and peace which Christ came to establish among
men. And hence with admirable propricty and
comprehensivencss, it is defined in our shorter
catechism. ¢ Baptismis a sacrament, whereinthe
washing with water, in the nameof the Fatherand

of the Son, and of the loly Ghost, doth signify
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und scal our ingrafting into Christ, and partaking
of the benefits of the covenant of grace, and our
engagement to be the Lord’s,”

4, Another inquiry connected with this rite is,
whoarethe propersubjects of ityor to whom ought1t
tobe admistered? Onthe points previously touch-
ed upon there has been,and 1s,an almost entire con-
formity of opwnion ; but on tius point, who are the
proper subjects of this ordinance, there has been
much controversy in the christian church. [ shall
here state not in the form or spirit of a
polemic, but with the plainncss and simplicity of a
christian teacher, what seems to be the doctrne of
scripture on this head.

Observe then that we do not find any where in
scripture any fixed rule laid down to enable us to
determine the age, the attainments, the character,
of those who should be admitted to this christian
ordinance. The words of the institution are very
general. Thefollowing translationis more literal,
and does not vary in sense from the authorized
version. ¢ Proceeding forth make ye disciples of
all nations by baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,
and by teaching them to obscrve all things whatso-
ever I have commanded you.” The injunction is to
make disciples of all nations, this is tobe done by
baptizing them; and this baptism is to be followed
up witha full course ofinstruction regarding every
thing which Christ has commanded. With re-
spect to adultsitis quite obvious, that there is no
mode of making them disciples but by a previous
course of instruction sufficient to meke them ac-
quainted with the nature of this ordinance and the
claims of the gospel upon their belief.  The plan
which the Jesuit missionaries followed of passing
through extensive countries and sprinkling water
in the name of the Trinity over multitudes 2t once,
without any previous or even subsequent instruc-
tion, was as repugnant to common sensc as to
scriptural precedent. Such a practice could not
by any possibility make christian disciples. For
this cannot be done otherwise than by mstructing
them who Christ is and what he hath taught.
This plan, we have cvery recason to believe the
apostles and primitive missionaries uniformly ob-
served. They instructed their catechumens in some
short summary of christian doctrine, which so soon
as they fully understood and embraced, they were
admitted by baptismto a full standing inthe chureh,
and to a frec pacticipation in all its privileges, In
this manner the Ethiopian prince was baptized af-
ter Philip had preached Jesus to him.  So Corne-
lue and I6s houseliold were baptized after Peter had
discoursed to then of the death and resurrection
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of Christ; and the Philippian jailer, after Paul and
Silas had spoken to hun the word of the Lord, and
had solved his question, « What must I do tobe
saved? was baptized, he and all his straightway,”
Nor can there be any doubt that this was the uni-
form practice of the church in regard to adults
converted from heathenism to the christian faith.
They were previously instructed before they were
baptized, and it was not until they ob-
tained a competent knowledge and belief of the
leading articles of the gospel, that they weread-
mitted into the clurch by this initiatory ritc, and
were numbered among the professed disciples of
the Lord Jesus. We reach then this conclusion
that persons arrived at years of understanding
were not admitted into the church by baptism until
they were instructed, and professed their faithin
him. Up to this point the whole christian church is
agreed on the question, who are proper subjects
of baptism 2 In regard to the condition on wlich
this rite should be admiwstered to adults, the Ana-
baptist and the Predobaptist are of the same senti-
ment, and thus far their interpretation of the wilt
of their common Saviour harmonizes.

But then there is an onward position which the
Pa:lobaptist has attained on which his fellow
christian, the Anabaptist, cannot follow him ; and
that i, the admission of infants and children into
the christian church by baptism, The grounds
on which the Anabaptist refases to assent to this
practicc, are chiefly these :—That as infants and
children cannot be taught, they cannot in strict
propriety, become disciples, nor participate in the
fellowship of saints ; they can neither believe nor
profess belief ; and therafore they ought not, itis
alledged, be admitted to a commnumty wherein
such belief and profession are the conditions of
fellowship.  In order toexlibit what we deem the
insufficiency of these grounds for the exclusion of
nfants from this imtiatory ordinance, let us ob-
serve, that at this day infant baptism is administer-
ed among evety consulerable diviston of the chrig-
tian church, as an ordinance having the implicd
sanction, as is believed, of its divine Head.  Fol-
lowing the history of the church backward from the
present day, until the timeof the apostles, it can-
not be determined that there is any period in
which this practice did not prevail, while there is
very satisfactory cvidence that it has prevailed
cven from apostolic times.  Again we think this
practice has both a direct and ndirect sanction
m the scripture historiess  The practice is no
where expressly forbidden. It is not at variance
with the words of the nstitution ; for those who
observe it resolve to make disciples of the young
hy haptizing and instructing—cach as the cluld 1y
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capable of receiving, The solemn dedication of
the child to God in the baptismal rite, nceds only
precede by a a few months, its apprchension of
the plorious truth, that Christ is the Saviour of
the world, And few will presume to deny, that
children may not at a very early age, under-
stand this simple truth, and believe in'it to the
saving of the soul.  Again, we know,:that in
the Jewish church, the children of the promise
were admitted, on the eighth day after their
birth, by the rite of circumcision ; and why may
not the sced of the promise—the children of
believers—be admitted into the gospel church ?
1Ias not our Lord himself declared, that of such
is the kingdom of heaven? Did he not solemnly
enjoin that they should be suffered to come unto
him? In the sacred histories, we often read of
whole houscholds being baptized. Now, in al-
most every case, children form 8 part of the
household ; yet it is not recorded that the young-
er branches of the family were excepted in the
administration of the rite. It is neither said, nor
remotely implied, that the adults only of the
houschold, were baptized. Nay, the strain of the
narrative manifestly conveys the impression, that
cvery member, connected with the believing pa-
rent, and represented as to his faith, in him»
received the initiatory rite, and was admitted by
the visiblesign into the communion and fellowship

of the church,  We argue, therefore, that while
thereis no ¢x* s prohibition forbidding the bap-
tism of infants children, and while we have so

strong a chain of presumptive cvidence that it
has been administered to them in every age of the
church by universal consent, it would bea very
unwarranted step to discontinue the practice,

In corroboration of the preceding views, we
mayadvert to two other points wluch seen to have
great weight in establishing the right of infants,
who arethe chiléren of belicving parents, to the
ordinance. The first point is, their relation to be-
licving parents; the sccond is, the duty of the
church to them assuch, When a parent has pro-
feased himself a believer in Christ, and has entered
into covenant with God, the blesseduess of the re-
conciliation thus effected, is not confined to him-
sclf alone—it extends to his children ; for God
hasbeen pleased to give special promises and pri-
vileges tothe seed of the righteous. They ree
blessed for their father's sake.  The effiusion of
the Spirit of grace is promised to them also.
They are not alicns from the commonwealth of Is.
racl ; they arc fellow citizens with the saints, and
of thehouschold of God—of such is the kingdom of
heaven. ‘They share in their parents’ dily prayers,
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and participato in the mediation of the Lord snd
Saviour, in which their believing progenitors are
interested. Again, the church has & particular
duty to discharge to the children of its members,
They are its sced and hope. If their religious
culture be neglected, the Lord’s vineyard must
soon become barren and desolate ; and not anoth-
er task of greater moment is committed to chris.
tians, individually and collcctively, then the duty
of bringing up their children in the nurture and ad-
monition of the Lord.  Thus, it is manifest, that
whether children are baptized, as they are among
the Predobaptists, or whether they remain uubapti-
zed as among the Anabaptists, they must still bere-
garded as under the tuition ond guardianship of
that church with which, as the offspring of believ-
ors, they are connected. But mark the peculiar
advantage with which churches entertaining views
similar to ours, of thenature of this ordinance, may
assume authority over the children of its members.
We may say to them, your parents entered into
covenant with Godin his church, in yourbehalf ;
and in virtue of that covenant we claim the author-
ity of caring for your spiritual interests, as compre-
hendedin thesame covenant engagement with them,
Your parents, acting in your behalf, did consecrate
you in baptism to the Saviour of the world ; and
the church us a party to the ratifying of the deed,
assumes the right of calling upon you to redeem
the solemn vow. Therite of initiation already
performed upon you, you are frec as a christian
disciple, to all the privileges which the church has
to confer, and you are bound to walk'in them.
Andthusin due time, may we call upon them to
renew by their own persnnal act at the Lord's
table, an engagement made for them in infancy
before they were conscious of obligation to the
Lord that bought them. It is for reasons such as
these, that we admit to the ordinance of baptism
the children of believing parents.

5, There is another point connected with this
institution worthy of a brief notice—the mode 1n
which this rite ought to be performed ; and this
subject is brought before us in the question, Whe-
ther ought baptism to be performed by dipping or
sprinkling?  Be it observed, that the word bap-
tize in the original Greek, denotesboth to dip and
to sprinkle. The question, therefore, cannot be
settled by any mere explanation of the terme We
naturally ask, then, what was the primitive prac-
ice? And this maywithmuch certainty be inferred
fromthesacred bistories. Thus from the circum-
stances connected with the baptism of John*—the
multitudes that went out to him ¢ from Jerusalem

» Matthew, iii. 5,6, 16.
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and all Judes, and all the region round about Jor-
dan,” to be baptized of him, in that river, we do not
very naturally come to the conclusion that heim-
mersed themall. Insuch promiscuous assemnblages
of age, rank and sex, and of a people distinguished
for delicacy and reservedness, it is not in the least
degree probable, either that they were undressed
for the purpose of immersion, or that they were all
conveniently supplied with bathing robes for the
purposc, according to the practice followed now
by the advocates of adult baptism and total im-
mersion. It is much more reasonable to suppose
that the convenience of the prophet, and of the
parties applying to him, required = more expedi-
tious method; and the impression made on us
from the whole circumstances, is, that after the
Baptist had addressed the multitudes on the bank
of the river, enforcing the doctrine, and calling on
them to bring forth fruits mecet for repentance,
those who professed went down with him to the
very margin, or perhaps into the stream, and were
sprinkled with the baptismal water by John, using,
it may be, as the Jews were wont to do in purifi-
cations, & branch of hyssop for a spriokler : this
beiog done, they went up out of the water. The
some observations may be applied to the baptism
of the three thousand converts on the day of Pen-
tecost.} 'We should be not a little perplexed to
account for the arrangements necessary for the
baptism of so great a multitude by immersion,in the
city of Jerusalem, independent of the obstacles
arising from Jewish feelings of delicacy and re-
gervedness. We can scarcely suppose that the
necessary means could be furmshed in private
houses, and there was no stream in, or near, the
city adapted to the purpose. The same obstacles
did not etand in the way to prevent the baptism of
the Ethiopian princel by immersion: Philip and
he werealone, or only in the company of servants ;
and we may readily supposc there was water
enough; and hence we can offer no reason why
this form should not have bcen employed, except
the single one, that sprinkling was much more
convenients Again, the cascof the Philippian jail-
er,§ seems to to us very conclusivein favor of the
latter mode. For it is barely possible, that'in the
prison, at the hour of midnight, on a sudden and
unforeseen emergency, there could be found all
the prerequisites for administering baptism by
immersion.

I have directed attention to these instances, not
with the view of establishing that either dipping or
sprinkling was theuniform and instituted mannerin
apostolic times. Enough willbe gained to thear-

tActs,ii. 1. 1 Acts, viii. 36, § Acts, Xvi. 35;
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gument, if I haveshown that it isdifficult to deter-
mine whether the primitive christinns confined
themselves always either to the one or the other—
whether they i mmerscd or sprinkled in baptism, or
used either method indifferently.  Aund that the

wigest and best men have entertained different
views of the primitive practice, would secm to zu-
thonze the conclusion, that the great Head of the
church has not deterimued the mode by any pre-
cise rule, or by any clear and unvarying model.

It seems to be a mark of divine wisdom, that the
merc manner and non-essentials of the form of bap-
tism, are left thus indeterminate and variable, as
the circumstances of individuals and the diversities
of climate may require.  In tropical and warmer
regions it may be suitable to employ immersion.
In northern and polar latitudes, where this mode
might prove dangerousto health, and inconvenicat
and cumbrous in its administration, the simpler
form of sprinkling might be employed ; and wet
each be in perfect consistency with the revealed
will of Christ, and iu entire subserviency to the
greatend for which this ordinance was instituted,

as a syrn and seal of our admission into the visible
church,

Whilewe think the sacred scriptures do not pre-
cisely prescribo the manner of administration, and
that aconsiderable latitude of variety may not invali-
datcthe essentials of the ordinance ; and while we
admtthat we cannot chargedisobedience to Godup-
onsuchasdepartin the abovedegrees from the pre-
vailing practice, we may express our high approba~
tion of thesimple, becoming and scriptural manner
in which this ritc is now performed by most of the
protestantreformed churches. Sprinkling with wa-
ter is now almost umversally used. The smallest
quantity of the material element is justly deemed a
suflicient emblem of the spiritual baptism without
which the external washing can prove of no avail.
And our church, rejecting all idle cercmony and
pomp, and sprinkling only in the name of the Fa-
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, the
mind is left free to expatiate on the mysterious but
delightful cooperation of the blessed Thity, inthe
scheme of man’s redemption, as itis set forth in
this divine institution.

6. In conclusion, let us advert to the obliga-
tions under which christians are placed by this so-
lemnordinance. By it they become the professed:
disciples and subjects of the Lord Jesus, Every
wilfulanddeliberate violationof hiscommandments,.
becomes therefore a kind of perjury. Itisnot sim-
ply anact of disobedience against God—of this all
sinners arc guilty, whether they be baptized or not,
But to renounce our christian profession after a

new covenant engagement to it through this holy
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rite, or to act inconsistently with it, is an aggra-
vation of guilt ; it is returning to the idolatry of a
sinful life, after we have solemnly engaged before
God and his church to forsake and renounce it.
Oh! let us ponder on the momentous consequen-
ces resulting from such criminal conduct, Let.us
remember that our solema dedication to God may
prove & curse instead of a blessing. Forifafter
receiving the outward sign and seal of Christian
discipleship, we linger amidst the beggarly ele-
mentsof the world; if wecling withidolatrous fond-
ness to what God has forbidden ; if while we bear
the christian name, we aspire to nothing of: the
christian sanctity ;. if by a profane, ungodly and
infidel life, we dishonor the Loly name wherewith
we are called ; and if we thus continue to evince
a mind wholly depraved and unrvegencrate—oh !
what can our baptism avail? What can
it avail but to envenom the stings of an awakened
cons:ience, because when admittedinto the church,
we desecrated it ; when admitted to its privileges,
we trod them under foot ; when stamped with the
signof the Christian disciple, we betrayed our
Master’s cause, crucificd him afresh, and put him
to an open shame,
OMEGA.

CIHRISTMAS DAY—BETIILEIEM.

1 sct out for this village, six miles to the cast of Je-
rusaleny, sigmfying * the house of bread,” from the
fertility of its soit ; and which is distinguished from
another Bethlehem in the tribe of Zcbulon, and the
scenc of .events which, to Christians must ever ‘invest
it with the decpest interest.

¢ Bethlchem, thou sacred spat,

Henceforth bethou my paradise ! O God,
Eternal, infinite ! Thou, who thy Son—
Thy only Son—hast given, to savethe race
Of "Adam’s long-bewail'd posterity,

Holy art Thou.”

T cntered this most sacred village with feclings
which quite overpowered me’; the birth-place of our
adorable Redeemer, and the very cradle, I may add, of
the Christian world. Truly was the prediction ful-
filled—* In this place will I give peace, saith the
Lord of Ilosts.” Onc circumstance struck me most
forcibly on entering by an archway or gate.  On the
1eft were wells of antique structure, cach three fect in
circumference, which unquestionably must have been
the same that David longed to drink from, when he
waged war with the Philistines, who had oceupicd the

CHRISTMAS DAY-—~BRTHLEUEM

place, and which was well adapted for a garrison,
These ure just by the gate,” and being so much fil-
led with carth, I was reminded, to stop them up was
construed into an act of hostility. 2 Sam. xxiii,
14--16.

But, ah ! how impossible is it to find lunguage
sufficiently strong to describe my emotions on setting
my fect on this chosen spot of earth, where the ¢ Ho-
ly Child” was born, in all the helplessness of sinful
and suffering humanity, reposing in the arms of his
mother in a mean stable. I can only saythat, at this
decply interesting moment, my heart was filled with
the smost profound and awful reverence, accompanicd
with heartfelt gratitude, when calling to recollection
those ever memorable words, ¢ Unto you achild is born,
to youa son is given,the Saviour who is Christ
the Lord;” and who, on passing by the natarc of an-
gels, took upon him that of man, leaving the bosom
of the Father, for an heritage of the very greatest po-
verty.  Here was produced that inscrutable mystery
of godliness—God manifested in the flesh, to whom
things most opposite, which ncver met before, existed
1n harmonious union——the divine and human nature,
mercy and truth, peace oand rightecousness. There
reigned around at the moment, a truly glorious solem-
nity, amidst the screnity and stillness of the day, and
in unison with that train of reflection which the in-
spection of such scenes raised to a lugh degree of ex-
citement, The sun shone most brilliantly, and in its
beams I beheld a picce of glass or metal on the roof of
the convent, sparkling with a beauty altogether indes-
cribable, similar to a star; and by a singular coinci-
dence, this was exactly over the very spot of the
Nativity. The evening again was calm, as if the
general pulse of life stood still; and as the host of
heaven, onc by one, appearcd in the fine, deep bluc
sky, like the Patriarch of old, I yiclded to the pensive
influence of the hour in such a place, and walked forth
at cventide, to meditate in the valley beneatl:, where
the heavenly host appearcd to the humble shepherds
watching their flocks,

After a description of the Franciscan convent,where
the author was accommodated, lie proceeds thus =+ I
was conducted to a small staircase of about twenty
steps, leading to the chapel of the Nativity, under
ground. This is thirty-cight feet in length by twelve
in breadth, and ten in height, lined and floored with
marble, and contains five oratorics on cach side.  Be-
fore the altar about forty massy silver lamps, the gifis
of Catholic sovercigns and princes, arc kept constant-
ly burning. Onthe cast side of it is the identical spot
where the Son of God came forth, and was cradled
in obscurity.

¢ Glory, to God on high, who gives
Love, grace, and peace on carth ;

Let cvery sex and age adore,
And sing the Saviour’s birth.!

‘T'his iswmarked out Ly a star formed of white mar-
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ble, inlaid with jasper, surroumled with o radiance
and glory, and the following inscription :—

¢ IIic de Virgine Maria Jesus Christas hatus est)’

To the right of this, and at the distance of scven
paces, is pointed out a low recess, hewn out of the
rock, raised two feet above the floor, and scooped in
the form of a manger, where the infant Jesus lay,
which originally belongad to a curavansamy or inu.
This is also paved with murble. Ilere, also, lawmps
of silver are always in a state of Mumination ; but,
alas! faint symbols of that bleesed light which, rising
here, shed its healing influence on: the nations. I sa-
luted on my kueces the place of the Nuwtivity, as ob-
served by pilgrims, although no lind of ceremony
was nccessary to enhance or  express that sense 1en-
tertained at the moment, of those cternal obhgations
which, in common with the whole race of mankind,
I was under o that now glovified and exalted Buing,
iho, in this most remnte corner of the carth, entered
upon his state of lumiliation, suffering, end obedi-
ence, even to the death of the Cross.”—Rac M ilson’s
Travclsin the Holy Lend, &c.

LIFE OF JOIIN KNOX.

Extracted from M Gavin's Life of the Reformer.

If those men whom Pravidence has destined to be
instructors and benefactors to  their fellow-creatures,
had some presage of future eminence in their infant
countenance, as Moses scems to have had, there would
be nosubsequent controversy about the place of therr
birth, their parentage, or education, as every cireuw-
stance of their early hife would be observed and care-
fully rccorded.  But in this, as i other respeets, the
future is wiscly concenled from human eyes. Per
sons born in the middle and lower classes of society,
are known only within asmall cirele at fivst; and be-
forc they can distinguish themselves by any great
euterprise, they are ofien placed in situtations where no
onc knows who were their parents, or where they
were born.  Every one, if he pleased, might leave on
record some account of himself; but persons of dis-
tinguished merit are the last to think that the world
wounld carc for their carly history ; or, by the time
that they have become distinguished, their hands are
so full of important business, that they have no time
“to think, much less to write about their childhood and
youth, which they ranember to have been vanity.

Knox died in the year 1572, aged sixty-seven 3 so
that he must have been born in 1305.  "The place of
his birth is not certainly known, but it is gencrally
agreed to have been in or near IHaddington.  There

3s nothing known with certamty of his ancestors, ex-
R
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cept what he relates in bis history as having said to
the carl of Buthwell. ¢ My  great-grandfather and
{ather,” says I, ¢ have served your lordship's prede-
cessors, and some of them, (meaning his ancestors)
have died under their standards.” ¢ These words,”
says Crawford, ¢ scem toimportthat Mr. Knox's pre-
decessors were in some honorable ctition under theearls
of Bothwell, at that time the most powerful family in
East-Lothian.”  But every mun in Scotland must
have had honorable ancestors, if that is to be inferred
from the simple factof having died under the stan-
dard of some powerful chicfinin,  David Buchanan,
the first editor of Knox's entive history, affirms that
his father was a Lrother's son of the house of Ranfer-
ty in Renfivwslire, and the fact of his connection with
that fuaily is admitted by De. M'Crie, who informs
us that Lis mothes’s nune was Sinclair, which nawme
hie scuictimes aifined to private letters instead of his
own, in times of danger and persecution,

11 who las risen by his own meiit to the first rank
in swicty, and to a conspucuous place int the lnstory of
his country, may give himsddf linle concern about the
rank of his parents, provided they have honorably fil-
ted the place, however low, which Providence assign-
edtothem.  Dut that Knox's parents were not of the
lowest yank, appears from their being able to give him
a learncd education, which ast have incurred con.
siderable expense. He was pt 10 the grammar school
of Haddington, and afierwards sent to finish his edu-
cation at the university of St. Audrews, Thercisa
fact not mentioned by any of his Liographers, except
bythe writer of this, in a notcto the late cdition of
the Scots Worthies.  “ In the records of the univer-
sity of Glasgow, anno 152C, John Knox appears in
the list of matriculated students, when, if it was our
teformer, he must have b2en fifieen years of age, a
proper cnough time for his uppearing in  that char-
acter ; and thiswas probably an intermediate step be-
tween his leaving the gramaar school, and going 1o
St Audrews, for there is no doubt of his having
swdied there” It is probable cnough that he might
spend apart of his youth with his friends in Ren-
frewshive; und that they wounld give him the advan-
tage of attending a saminary so near at hand.

At St. Andrews, he was the fellow-student of the
afterwards celebrated George Buchanan ; and it was
well for both, that they had for their preceptor John
Mair, or Mujor, & man who was considerably in ad-
vance of his neighbors, in useful knowledge and liber-
al thinking.  Knox, while very young, received the
degree of Master of Arts, and before he left the uni-
versity, he became a teacher of scholasic theology,
winch Melchior Adamus, as quoted by Crawford,
says he did with great authority, and was in some
things more happy than his master ; and David Bu-
chanan adds, that he was advanced to church-orders
before the time usually allowed by the canons. At
this time hz was a mere popish’ priest; but he had ac-
quired too much light to suffec him to remain in the
darkness of the cluister.
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Ilc has not recorded particularly the progress of
his mind from datkness to light, or what were the
means which Providence made use of for the purpose
of leading him to embrace the truth.  Ile niust have
been familiar with the vulgate scriptures, if not with
Wicklif’s translation into English ; and we are in.
formed by Adamus, alrcady cuted, that he carefully
read over the wrtings of Augusune aud Jerome, and
found in them another kind of theology than that
which had been long taught by the schoolmen,  Both
these great authors are still regarded as saints by the
church of Rome, though she has long abandoned the
doctrines which they taught, It was from Augustine
that Luther, who was a monk of his order, learned a
purer theology than was taught by the church ; and
Knox scems to have denived beacfit from the same
source. But lie must have been early and intimately
acquainted with the Floly Scriptures, as appears from
the ready extemporancous use which he made of them,
in preaching and in argument; and he yielded the
most profound submission to thair authority as supreme
in all matters of fath and worshup. The first ser-
mon he preached, and for which he had little timeto
make preparation, was from a difficult passage in the
baok of Danicl, which he handled and applicd as any
Protestant would do at this duy. He is said to have
profited much from the preaching of some wlo had
embraced the truth before him, such as Thomas Guil-
liam, John Rough, and George Wishart, whose names
and labours are recorded in the history.  The pro-
gress of his mind to a clear perception of the truth
was gradual, and not very rapid  “ It was about the
year 1535,” says Dr. M'Crie, < when this favorable
change in his sentiments commenced, but, until 1542,
it does not appear that he professed himself a Protes-
tant.”  They must have been soven years of serious
and deep reflection ; and, perhaps in proportion to the
slowness with which bis mind yiclded tothe truth, was
the firmness with which he afierwards held it

After leaving college, we find him cmployed as tu-
tor to the families of Ormiston and Languniddry, hav-
ing his residence chiefly with the latter. His senti-
m=ats were known to be hostile to the established re-
ligion, and he was on that account in danger of suf-
fering death at the stake, as many others had done,
particularly his fricrnd and father in the gospel, George
Wishart, on whose character and suflerings he dilates
with much interest in the history. The rage of his
enemies increascd on the death of Cardinal Beaton, in
in which certainly Knox had no hand; but to save
his life, he took refuge with those who had effected it,
in the castle of St, Andrews; from which circum-
stancs a greathue and cry has been raised against him,
as becoming the voluntary companion of murderers.
That con scarcely be called voluntary which a man is
obliged to do to save himself from being burnt to
death ; butin point of fact, Knoxdid not look on
those men as murderers, but as the exccutioners of

sighteous judgement upon a murderer, and therefore he|
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felt no scruples about making a common cause with
them. They kept the castle as long as they could ;
but were compelled at length to surrender to the French,
who broke faith with them, and sent some to prison,
and others to the galleys. It was Knox's lot to be
confined to the latter, in which he suffered a rigorous
captivity of ninctcen months , and it is unceflain by
what means he obtained deliverance.

JKnox never approved of Henry VIIL's reforma-
tion of the church of England ; forthough that mon-
arch threw off the authority of the pope, he retained
many popish errorsin doctrine, worship, and govern-
ment. Henry died about the time that Knox ob-
tained freedom from the galleys. He then went to
England, expecting a more thorough reformation in
the reign of Edward VI underthe administration of
Cranmer. He was not entirely disappointed ; but
there was not so much improvement there as he desir~
cd and expected.  He was appointed to preach indif-
ferent places, and had a sor of stated residence in
Berwick, where he diligently improved his time and
talent=; and formed an attachment,which, aflerwards,
issued in a happy marringe. “He spared neither
time nor bodily strength,” says Dr. M’Crie, * in the
instruction of those to whom he was sent.  Regard-
ing the worship of the popish church as grossly idol-
atrous, and its doctrire as damnable, he atacked both
with the utmost fervour, and exerted himself in draw-
mg his hearers from them, with as much eagerness as
m saving thexr lives from a devouring flame or flood.
Nor were his labors fruitless : durmg the two years
that he contimued n Berwick, numbers were, by his
ministry, convested from error and ignorance, and a
general reformation of manuers became visible among
the soldiers in the garrison, who had formerly been
noted for turbulence and licentiousness,”

He was  afterwards removed to Newcastle, and
placed in asphere of still greater usefulness, He was
appointed one of King Edward’s chaplains in ordina-
ry. Fe was consulied about a revisal of the Bock
of Common prayer; and he had influence to pro-
cure some improvement of it. ¢ These alterations,”
says Dr. M'Crie,  gave great offence to the papists.
[n adisputation with Latimer, afier the accession of
Queen Mary, the prolocutor, Dr. Weston, complained
of our countryman’s influence in procuring them. ¢ A
runagate Scot,” said he, *“ did take away the adora-
tion or worship of Christ in the sacrament, by whose
procurcment that heresy was put into the last commu-
nion book ; so much prevailed that one man’s autho-
rity at that time.  In the following year he was em-
ployed in revising the Articles of Religion, previous
to their ratification by parliament.”

Knox had the honor of preaching before the King,
and the much greater honor of refusing, first a city
living, and then an English bishoprick, which, together
with his reasons for doing so, gave high offence to his
majesty’s council, in which were several bishops, who
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no doubt, regarded his conscientious scrupulousness as
areflection upon themselves. They told him they
were sorry that his judgment was contrary to the com-
mon order; and, with his usual honest bluntness, he
replied, he was sorry that the comnion order was con-
trary to Christ’s institution.  He appears to have
perfectly understood the difference between a mere
preacherof the gospel, and one who was pastor ofa
church.  The sphere of the former is the world of
mankind as sinners ; the latter includes the oversight
of a company of Christians, professing separation
from the world ; and one great object of the pastoral
office is to watch over them, and take care that sepa-
ration from the world be strictly maintained. Knox
delighted to preach to Englishmen as simners, whether
papist or protestant ; but he would not incur the re.
sponsibility of a pastoral charge over a congregation
of them as Christians, because the law of the land
would not suffer him to maintain their scparation from
the world. This is plainly expressed in his own
words. He said, there were many things that needed
reformation, without which, in his opinion, munisters
could not discharge their office conscientiously in the
sight of God; for no minister, according to the ex-
isting laws, had power to prevent the unworthy from
participating of the sacraments, which was a chief
point of his office.

He remained in England, and even continued to
preach for several months afier the accession of Mary
to the throne.  That lady whom, not wuthout good
reason, he usually called Jezebel, soon procured the
repeal of all the statutes that had been made in favor
of the reformation, Popery was re-established, and
all who refused to conforin were liable to suffer death
as hereties.  Stll Knox manifested no disposition
toleave his post. It wasnot till afterit was known
that his enemics were actually in search of lim, that
he was persuaded to leave the kingdom, by the ur-
gent entreaty of his friends, and contrary to hisown
mind ; for never, said le, could he die in amore
honest quarrel, than by suffering as a witness fur that
truth of which God had made him a messenger, This
step, though reluctantly taken, was cvidently his duty,
tkough it has been objected against him that he was
too ready 10 take himself out of the way of danger.
True courage consists in confessing the truth at all
hazards, and suffering for it when that cannot be a-
voided without committing sin.  But when it can be
avoided by flight, Christ not only permits but com-
mandsit. ¢ When they persecute you in one city,
flee ye to another.” Had Knox at that time been
broughtto trial, he would certainly bave been commit-
ted to the flames, as many others were.  But he was
preserved for nearly twenty years longer labor in the
service of his Master. It was some time, however,
before his own mind was reconciled to his fight He
could scarcely acquit himself of what must have at
least had the appearance of cowardice : and he was
afraid that it might operate as a discouragement to the
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farhful fow whom he had left belund . Hs feel-
ings on this occasion are strongly expressed in some
of the private Jetters which he wrote at the time, from
which Dr. M'Cuie has given very interesting ex-
tracts,

He arrived at Dieppe in France in January, 1554,
from whence he travelled to Switzerland. * A cor
respondence,” says Dr. M'Crie, “had been kept up
by some of the English reformers and the most noted
divines of the Helvetic church. The latter had al-
ready heard, with the sincerest grief, of the overthrow
of the reformation in England, and the dispersion of
its friends. Upon muking lumself known, Krox
was cordially received by them, and treated svith the
most Christian hospitality. He spent some tune in
Switzerland, visiting the particlar churches, and
conferring with the learned men.” lleafierwaids
went to " Geneva, where he became acquainted with
Calvin, a manof a kindred spirit, whose frendship
he enjoyed till the death of that eminent reformer and
divine. Herc he fixed his residence till Providence
found employment fur him clsewhere,

During the heat of the persecution in England ma-
ny protestants fled for their lives, and ok refuge in
different places on the continent where the reformation
had been embraced.  Frankfort, an imperial city in
Germany, had done so. A number of the exiles had
found an asylum there, where tnere was ulready a
congregation of French protestamts. By permission
of the magistrates, the English got the jomnt use of the
place of worship which had been ullotted to the French,
with liberty to conduct the service in their own lan-
guage, but on condition that their mode of worship should
differ as litle as possible from that of the French
congregation ; and that they should avoid the use of
certain ceremonies which were practised in England.
Some of these ceremonies, and the dresses in which
they were performed, were so much akin to popery,that
the magistrates dreaded a breachof th- peace, if they
were agan to be exhibited within the walls of their
aty. * Theoffer,” says Dr. M'Crie, * was gratefully
aceepted by the English, who cuneto an unanitnous
agrecment, that in using the Englishliturgy they would
omit the litany, the audible responses, the surplice,
withother ceremonies, which in those yeformed chwich-
¢s, would scem more than strange, or which was su-
perfluous and supersutious.” Knox accepted an in-
vitation to be one of the pastors of this church, to
which he repaired, and * commenced his ministry
wul the umiversal consent and approbation of the
congregation.”

It miglt have been expected, that now he would bs
suffered peaccably to pursue the work of his vocation
as a Christian pastor. He could not conscientiously
accept that office in the church of England ; but his
objections did not apply to & congregation of Eng-
lishmen, ina foreign country, untrammelled by anti-
christian statutes. This congregation consisted only
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of men whio were sufferiig cxile foy the sake of the
truth. [t must therefore hasve been  a clanch as tho-
roughly Cliristian as perhaps any smee the days of
the apostles. Irox must have had upon the whole
much satisfaction in thew fellowship, and 1 minister-
ing to them, though ot first he found considerable dif
ference of opinion among them, and seme strife aliow
the use of the liturgy, which has been England’s great
idol ever since the Reformation.  Inox succceded in
efteeting a compromise, by which the most objection-
able parts of the liturgy were laid aside, and some
things added suitable to their own chicumstances.
The whole church was thus brought to a happy a-
greement; they gave public thanits to Ged for it, and
joined in the celebration of the Lowd’s Supper, as a
pledge of union, and the hurial of all past offences.
By effectinga compromise, I do not wean that Knox
made any sacrifice of principle.  1Ie was not inimical
tothe use of aliturgy, provided it were purged of er-
yor and superstition.  Nay, ke and John Craig, by
appointmentof the Generel Assembly, in 1563, com-
posed a book of prayers, for the use of the church of
Scotland, as relaied by Calderwood. This was
printed and prefixed to the metre version of the
Psalms; and 1 suppose it wasthe originat of what
Idescribed as Knox’s liturgy, in a note to the history,
p- 107.

But the English chureh in Frankfort was not suf-
fered lopg to enjoy peace and the benefit of Knox's
ministry.  The persecutionstill raged in England, and
other sufferers were drivento seck refuge abroad.  A-
mong those who camic to Frankfort was Dr. Cox, a
very high churchman, who had been preceptor to king
Edward VI, and probubly had a hand in revising
the liturgy as dirccted by that pious young prince
e could not endure that a word of the sacred com-
position should be omitted in public worship. Ac-
cordingly, the first sabbath that he and the other new
comers were in church, they began, in the orthodox
English fashion, to repeat the words of the prayer af
ter the minister, to the distirbance of the congregation.
Nn remonsnance would prevail on them to forbear.
They were determined, they said, ¢ to do as they had
done in Epgland ; and they wonld have the face of an
English church.” ¢ The Lord grant,” said Knox aft
gerwards, ¢ they may havethe face of Clhrist'schurch.”
‘This was the conseqe. nce of the halfmcasurcs, or
campromise, to which Knox kad conscuted, or rather
had recommended. ¥le had done so, I believe, in
perfect sincerity, and without any sacrifice of princi-
ple, as T have just observed ; but had he been enough
enlightened to diseard set forms of prayer ultogether,
as the church of Scotland did at a subsequent period;
and had hcangd his co-pastors been content to pray as
the Holy Spirit gave them utterance, they would not
have suffered the unreasonable, nay, the wanton in-
trusion of such men as Dr. Cox, who, sccing so much
of the form of “ an English church,” must of course
have regrded it as a monster without having also
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" the face” of one.  Had they exhibited nothing but
the divine simplicity of New ‘Testament order and
worship, thcy would have had no attractions at all for
such sticklers for ceremonies, who would have formed
a church for themselves, or have sought for ole else-
where,

A Dbreach was now made which it was impossible
to heal.  The intruders found little difliculty in gain.
ing a party to theirside, among thosc who had stilta
lingeving aflection for the Inghsh forms; but the
presence and the mfluence of Knox formed a mighty
obstacle to their carrying all things as they desired.
In order thercfore to get quit of him, a scheme was
devised, wiueh, for downright diabolical treachery,has
searcely a parallel in the history of any worldly
kingdom, and only one m the lustory of the church,
of which our Saviour himself was the victim,  Soon
after leaving England, Knox wrote a faithful admoni-
tion to the people of that kingdom, which will be
fount 1 the Appendix to this volume. In this he
wrote in very strong tenns of condemnation of Mary
the Ipglish Queen, and of her husband’s father, the
cmpeior of Germany, calling them enemics of Christ
and lus church.  Frankfort was in the emperor’s do-
mintons, and though Knox had commitied the crime,
such as 1t was, while not a subject of his, some of his
new brethren went to the magistrates of the city, with
the book in their hands, pointed out the obnoxious
words, and accused Knox of Ingh-treason against the
En:peror, his son Pinthp, and Mary Queen of England.
IIapmly the Lutheran magistrates had more of the
Christian spirit than these English sufferers for the
wuth.  They saw the insidious treachery of the
thing ; but they could not protect the delinquent, shonld
the emperor demand Inm, or require him to be dehiv-
ered up to his eneny the Queen of England.  They
therefore sent « private communication by a friend of
his own, informing hun of the chargelaid against lum,
and advising him to leave the place ; which might
have made them liable to a severe reckoning, had their
connivance at his cseape come to the krnowledge of the
cmperor.

Ile veturned to his favorite retreat at Geneva ; and
soon afterwards, ventured to take a journey to Eng.
land.  His first object was to visit his wife and friends
in Berwick, from whom hic had been absent two years;
and while with them, he heard suchan account of the
state of matters in Scotland, that he was encouraged
to talie a journcy thither. Ile began to preach m
Edinburghin the house where he lodged, and he was
heard with intense interest by all who could get ac-
cess, including some of the nobility and gentry of rank,
From this period he was constantly employed in dif-
ferent parts of the country, of which ke has given an
account inthe history. The clergy became dreadful-
1y alarmed when they heard of his preaching, and at
the rapid progress of the reformed doctrines.  Fie was
summoned to appear before a convention of them in
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Edinburgh ; and hedetermined to obey the summons:
which, when his enemics understuod, they durst not
mect him, and the convention was not held, I,
Jiowever, kept the appointment ; and on the very day
on which he was to have been put on his trial, he be-
gan preaching again in Edinbufgh to greater audien-
¢cs than hie had had before,

While thus busily employed at home, be recaved an
JAnvitation from the Enghsh church in Geneva to be
onzof their pastors, T'his church consisted of some
of his former flock, who had left Frankfort the year be-
fore, and come to settle in Geneva, where they had
liberty to worship God  without being subject to the
yoke of the ceremonies, It must have been very gra-
tifying to him to reccive this public testimony of his
integrity from. those who were best acquimnted with
his conduct in Frankfort, and the cause of lus leaving
it.  Pcrhaps it was on this account that he so readily
accepted the invitation.  To the friends who had
pressed him to remain in Scotland, he sand, ¢ Oncche
must visit thatlittle flock which the wickainess of men
had compelled him to leave” At the sume time he
gave them to understand, that if his services were a-
gain required at home, he would not he backward to
return,  He proceeded to Geneva with his wife and
her mother, then a widow, in July 1556.

Knox remained two years in Geneva in great peace
and comfort, and had two sons born to him there.
But his heart was still in Scotland.  In a letter to
some friends in Edinburgh, March 16th, 1557, he say s,
(I quote from M’Cric,) “ My own mwuon and daily
prayer is, not only thatI may visit you,hut aho that
with joy I may cnd my baule among you. Aad as-
sure yourself of that, that whenever a greater nuinber
among you shall call upoa e than now haids bound wc
1o serve them, by his grace it shail not be fiar of pun-
ishment, ncither yet of the deash tempural, that shall
impede my coming to you.,” The same year here-
ceived an invitation to return, signed by someoftlc
Scottish nobility.  His correspoudence on the occasion
is recorded by himself in the hustory ; and indeed from
this period, the history of the Reformation, is 50
much the bistory of Knox himself, that I need add
Jitlemorchere.  Inlittle more than a year afier his
arrival, the Reformation was emnaced by  persons of
all ranks throughout the Xingdown; the protestamt
church was organized and cstablished ; and muamsters
were appointed to all the principal citics.  Knox was
appointed to Edinburgh, where, afier great labor and
many vicissitudes, he ended his days in peace, and
great spiritual comfort, the 24th of November, 1572,
As he was laid w the grave, the Regentof the king-
dom pronounced his culogium in these remorable
words, * Iere lics he who never feared the face of
man,”

“ e dicd in the sixty-seventh year of his age, not
so much oppressed with years, as worn out and ex-
hausted by his extraordinary kbors of body and

149

anxeties of sund.  Few men ever were exposed to
wore dangers, or underwent such hardships,  From
the time that he embraced the reformed rehgion, tilt e
breathed Ins last, seldom did e enjoy a respite tfrom
these, and he emerged from one scene of dithculties
only to be imvolved in another, and a more distressing
one.  Obliged to flec from St. Andrews to eseape the
fury of Cardinal Beaton, he found a retreat in Fast
Lothinn, from which he was hunted by Archbisiop
Hamilten.  1e lived for scveral years as an outlaw,
in daily apprchaision of falling a prey to those who
cagaly sought his lite.  The few monihs during
which he  enjoyed peatection in the castle of St, An-
drews were sueceedid Ly a Jong aud rigurous eap-
tivity.  After enjoying sume repose in England, he
was again driven into banishment, and for five years
wandered as an exile on the continent,  'When he re-
truned o his native country, it was to engage ina
stnzgle of the most pailous and arduous kind, A
ter the Reformation was cstablished, and he was sete
tled in the capital, he was involved ina continual con-
test with the court.  When he had retired from war-
fave, and thought on'y of ending his days in peace,
hie was again callrd intotle field, and, although scarce-
ly able to walk, was obliged 10 ranove frum his floch,
ard to avoid the hatred of his cnemies by submat-
ting to a new banishment,  Often had his life been
threatened 5 a price was publicly set upon his head,
and persons were not wanting who were disposed to
attempt his destruction. No wonder thathe was wea-
ty of the world, aud auxiousto depart.  Wath great
projsicty it might be said, at lus decease, that de
rested from his labors.”

The people of Scotland were very tardy in doing
Jjustice to the memory of our Reformer.  Indeed lus
character was ot properly appreciated till the apear-
anre of Dr. M'Cric’s book.  Ide had suffercd so
much from the fulsz representations of popish and
high church writers on the one hand, and from ad-
mirns of queen Mary on the other, that Le was gen-
crally regarded asasoit redijious Mohawk, who was
to he remembered only for the mischicf he had done to
our ancient cathedeals, the ruins of which were Jooked
upon, and pointed out to travellers, as so many mon-
uments of his ruthless fury, I well recollect the as.
tonishment that was expressed by many persons, welt
informed on other posnts, when they read Dr. M'Crie'’s
nanative of his life, and the exlubition of his real
character;to find taat he was a gentleman, a scholar,
and a warm hearted benevolent Christian, distingussk:-
cd above any manof his age for the union of two
things, which are but too rarcly, in any age, united in
the same mind, the love of his Saviour, and the love
of his country, in rdation to both ler religious and
civil interests,  The current of public opinion was
now turned in his favor ; and people began to talk of
soe public tesumony of respect for his memory.
Dut this would probably have terminated in mere talk,
hut for the well dureeted zeal of the revesend Dr. Me.
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Gill, professor of divinity in Glasgow university, to
whom this city is indebted for the hopor it has acquir

<d by Knox's monument. e was the first 1o ring
the subject before the public; and by most persever-
ing ectivity, aided by the good offices of some of the
most influential citizens, and of many fricnds to the
cause at a distance, a sufficient sum was obtaiued for
erecting the column and statute, which surmount the
fic park to the north of the city.

Glasgow, Jan, 1831

PRACTICAL SERMONS.
. No, 1V,

ON SOME OF THR CAUSES WHICHH PREDISPOSR TO IN-
DIFFRRENCE AND SCBITICISM IN RELIGION.

By the Rcv. Robert Macgill, Minister of St.
Andrew's Church, Niagara,

Butif our gospel be hid, itis hid to them that are lost :
inwhomthe god of this world hath blinded the minds
of them which believe not, lest the light of the glori-
ous gospel of Christ, who isthe image of Gud should
shine unto them.~—2 Cor, 1V. 3,4.

Onthe shores towards the extreme north of the
American continent, there aresettled numerous sa.-
vage tribes who were lately visited, on a voyage of
discovery, by some of our adventurous countrymen,
They are described as standing at the very bottom
of the scale of civilization and intelligence, having
no intercourse except with the few savages who
people those bleak and desolate regions, having
no knowledge that there is any part of the world
better than their own, or any class of men supe-
riorto themselves. Their country, their Labits of
life, their means of subsistence, the whole circum-
stances of their lot, would in the estimation of
men of enlightened and cultivated socicty, be rec-
koaed miserable in the extreme, Reason, man's
nablest prerogative, is there as stunted as the
vegetation of their valleys clad in perpetual snow;
and no ideas of religion could be at all discovered
among them,

Now, what notions, think you, did these wretch-
ed creatures entertain of the mauners and accom-
modations of civilized life? They fancied the
ship of the navigators to ben bird, the sails its
wings ; a watch theyregarded as an animal ; a pic-
tureas living image. They wereamused and aston-
ished at many things that were shown them ; but
they always preferred their own. A bed made
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upon the snow was morc agreeable to them
than any that the British sailor could offer the
blubber of whales and sea-fish was more palatable
than Buropean daintics : in short, while our coun-
trymen Jooked upon them as the wretched victims
of barbarisin and an inhospitable climate, they
considercd themselves as a great deal better and
happier than their visitors,

Now, supposing one of the scientific men who
accompanied Captain Parry's expedition, had
collected a group of these Esqimaux around him,
for the purpuse of explaining and recommending
to thewn some of the more simple and practical
arts of civilized lifc, what think you, would have
been hissuccess among such o people? Teach
them to cultwvate their fields 2—=Why should they ?
They use no vegetable diet, andtaste it with dishke,
‘Peach them manufactures ?2—~\Vhy should they en«
gagein such employments who reckon the skin of
therein-deerand the seal warmerand more beautiful
than any thing the loom ever produced? In short,
and without farther enumeration, we may affirm, that
until by some means the force of their old habits
were broken—uutil they had acquired new tastes
and new ideas of comfort and elegance, the in
structor would reason with them in vain, They
might listen, perhaps, to his commendation of
British art, and wonder at its productions; but
they would continue Esquimaux still, and give a
real preference to their own rude workmanship,
to their old customs, and their old enjoymeuts.

Again, let me suppose that the commander of
this expedition, had wished to take twelve of these
savages to Dritain, what arguments would have
been proper to persuade them to change their
country 7 Explain to them the science, and learn-
ing, and education of our empire ?—The savage
does not know to value these things. Tell him
that there are churches throughout the land,
where the good taste an exalted enjoyment in
the worship of God, and are prepared for heaven?
You speak to him in an unknown tongue; for
you cannot by mere description give him a christ-
ian's idea of a church, or of enjoyment, or of hea-
ven, Tell him of green fields 2—IIe never s'w
oneinhishfe. His hills and valleys are clad in ever-
lasting snow ; he knows not the beauty of a ver-
dant landscape, and cares nothing for its produc-
tions. He cannot, in fact, be persuaded by such
representations as these until his mind have under-
gonesome change, IHisideasand feclings run alto-
gether in a different channel ; and although of the
samespecies with the Briton, the savage Esquimaus
has tastes, and feelings, and habits, and enjoyments
so dissimilar to ours that we may almost regard him
asadifferentheing. Deseribe to him Britairasit i
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inthemost glowing colors, you cannot persuadehim
to relinquish the polar regivns furit; hecause the
enjoyments and habits of Ins mind are averse from
all that Britain can offer him.  And it is n vain
that you make known to him a, better climate and
amore cultivated society, so long us thedispositions
of his mind are such that he could not derive
happiuess from them,

What connection has all this, some one may
ask, with the causes which predispose to indif-
ference and scepticism in religion? Do you mean
to insinuate, that there is any resemblance be-
tween the polar savage and the infidel 7 Yes,
brethren, thot is just what 1 mean ; and I assert
that reasons similar to those which render the
ane - verse from leaving his country, render
the other averse from embracing the true religion.
Let us trace the parallel a short way ; and in do-
ing 80, Jet us enquire what is revealed religion and
its design, und what is the character and condition
of man-—the being 1o whom it is revealed ?

Revealed religion, that is, the scriptures, discov-
ers to us what God is, what man ought to be,
and for what state the Creator has destined him,
(This summary of divine revelation is sufficiently
explicit for our present object.) Now, I assert that
the scripture representations of the divine nature
can neither be well understood nor loved by a sin-
ful and wicked man. God isinfinitely holy, and he
hates sin with a perfect hatred ; but holiness is
an attribute of the eternal mind as difficult of
comprehension to a sinner as the moral sentiments
and associations of an enlightened European would
be to the polar savage. Holiness, indeed, and all
the moral perfections of Deity, can only be under
stood by those who possess, in some degree, simi-
lar qualities, If these similar moral qualities do
not exist in the heart, it is no more possible to
convey an idea of them than to communicate to
the blind ideas of color, or to the deaf ideas cf
harmony. Ilence wcere it possible in this life to
find 2 man in whom all moral feeling was dead,
the word of God would be to him literally a sealed
book : he could not be made to understandit. Tt
is because some moral feelings still exist in fallen
man that he is capable of being recovered by the
means that God has appointed.  As these moral
feelings become more lively in any individual, the
discoveries of divine revelationbecome more clear ;
and on the contrary spiritual darkness and unbe-
lief become more thick and inveterate in propor-
tion as iniquity is indulged in. Hence it is, that
the fool says in his heart there isno God—there
isno fear of God before his eyes. “Butif our
goepel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost : in
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whom the God of this world hath blinded the
mnnds of them which believe noty. lest the light of
the glorious gospetl of Christ, who is the image of
God, shonld shine unto them.”

But again the seriptures explain to us the real
nature of God's moral government of which weare
the subjects—they teach us what we aught to be.
They record his laws, they state the principle of
obedicuce, ¢‘I'hou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heurt and soul and strength.”  Now,
itisquite obvious that this implies a habitual and
affectionate recognition of the divine authority in
all we think, or say, or do; for his law extends
to each and all of these. But the sinaer is not
only not inclined to recognize this authority, but
if sin be agrecable to bim he will study to forget
it. The remembrance of it would render him un-
happy. The law remembered, either curbs
his appetites or stings his conscience : by
forgetting it his appetites may be more freely in-
dulged, and conscicnce will become less trouble-
some—seared and dead.  ‘Thus the sinner’s averse-
ness to the law and government of God inclines
him to forget, reject and deny them.

But let me fix your attention for a moment upon
the grand and mnain design of revelation that you
may discover how the averseness of the mind to
itis a general cause of indifference and unbelief,
You will remember that its main designis to pre-
pare man for an hmmortal existence—for a place
in the cclestial world, In order to persuade us
to make this preparation, the inspired writers,
as messengers from that unseen world, have de-
scribed to us in glowing language its glory and its
inhabitants, its employmentsand itsblessedness, I
need not repeat these descriptions at present, but
I may state that they can make no impression upon
the mind debased by iniquity, What efficacy
could it havein making the manin love with in-
iquity to prepare for heaven, to tell him that there
the presence of God is enjoyed 2 This would ra-
ther awaken his fears than kindle his love. Teil
bim that angels will be his future companions 2—
Alas! hehas no sympathy with them. The fel-
lowship even of good men operates here asa paine
ful restraint—he would vather avoid their society.
Tell him of the peace and holy exercises of itseter
nal Sabbath 2—He has no relish for them—the brief
Sabbath of time is to him insufferably dull, and he
would rather convert it into a day of worldly amuse-
ment. Inshort,the God that the Bible reveals is not
an object of his love ; the duties whichthe Biblein-
culeates are directly opposed to his views of plea-
sure ; the heaven after which the Bible teaches
him to aspire, consists in employments for which
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he has no rehish, and prunuses @ blesseduoss sv
foreigrn to lus nature that he cannot understand 1t,
Amlbm such a frame of mand, uubeliefy or at least,
mdiffereace, is nothing more strange than the
averseness of the polar savage to claige his vau
desolate and dreary country aud tie cijoy ictits w
1t for winch hie has contracted a funduess, for atler
emoyments in distant cliaes, e tature of wiich
lie cannot comprehiend,

Dins, then, 1 bold to be a umversal cause of in-
dutterence and unbelief 1 regard to reveaied re
Iygrzon i all mankind, that the gencral tenor of sts
discoveries 1s opposed to man’s nataral tasies,
hatats and mchnativns,  Itis spinitual, heis car-
nal ; 1t 1s holy, herssusful j aud su fur from inditier-
ence and unbelief being unnatural, they are
just what might be expected from such creatures,
to whom suck a revelation was made. Ilence,
in order to its cordinl reception, some influ-
ence must be previously excrted upon him to
refine his views, and tastes, and feelings, that
hie may be prepared to discern and 1clish it as
the oracles of God and the words of eternal life.
P'he cvil heart of unbelief is his nuture; it can
ouly be conguered by an experimental knowledge
of the gospel’s moralinfluence.  “If any man will
do my will, he shall know of the doctrine whether it
be of God.”  Hecannot know it fully till then,

Butin order to unfold this principle of indifer-
ence and unbelief; the averseness of the corrupted
wmind to the general tenor and main design of the
discoveries of the gospel, let me poiut out its ope-
ration in a few particulars :—

1. Prosperity and its ordinary efiect—a heart
contented with the world, is a very common cause
of religious indifference and unbelief,  This is
emphatically sct forth in the Jowish proverh, ¢ It
is casier for a camel to go threugh the cye of a
ncedle than for arich, or world loving man, to en-
ter into the kingdom of God,” tha.is, cordially
cbrace the gospele  "The impossibility  does not
rest in the amount of his property, but in the usuzl
conscquence of wealth aud prusperity, which cre-
ate afondness fur worldly pleasure, and a disrel-
ish for that which is spiritual ; for the love of the
world and the love of God canaot cocaist in the
same heart.  ‘The gospel is designed to dicect the
view of man priucipally toafuture life as the proper
sceuc of his enjoyimnents ; but when the leart is
contented with its present condition 3t looks ue
farther, and religion is meglected as n usciess
thing, or useful ouly for the aillicted, or the poor; eor
the miserable, ar the dying.  MHen=ritie that re-
ligious indifference prevalls il ly omrg the for.
tunate whose present conditicnscems to oflerall that
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their heart could wish, and among the young why
Jherish sanguine expectations of what they shall
Lareafter acquire, when they have advanced high in

the world’s favor,

Then there 1s but & short step between religious
wddierence and sceptictsm. When the gospel
comes to be regarded without any 1aterest, as a
thung ol travial iuportance, the transition 18 easy
to the doubt or disbelief that it 1s from God ; for
who caa ever unagune that an unimportant com.
mucation can come from God? Thus thereisa
general and mamfest connection between prosper-
1ty which attaches men's nunds to this hife, and in-
difftrence to that gospel winch leads them to as-
preupwards to auvther.  For when men cease to
aspre after and prepare for immortality, they soon
sractically cease to believe iniit,

2, The omission of deliberate inquiryisa sce-
ond cause of religious indifference, and practical
unbelicf,  Thegospel, like any other written
cummunication, cannot be understood without a
ood denl of serious attention. Nor can the evi-
deuce aud importance of its discoverics be felt un-
til they are tairly considered. Now whatis the
usual conduct of a large proportion of mankind in
regard to the oracles of God? In their youtl,
perhaps, they were taught to read some portions of
them ; and in more advanced age they occasion-
ally peruse them, and hear them explained in the
sanciuary ; but they are read with no settled and
continucd attention ; the relation of one part to
another, and one doctrine to another, i5 not pui-
ccived ; and thus the cvidence which arises
from the harmony of the whole scheme, and its
adaptation to the circumstances of man are quite
overlooked.  To such the Bible can appear in no
higher light than as an ancient venerated book, by
whicha larg2 proportion of mankind have agreed
to shape their religious opinions, according as
they severnily understand it, but which may be
entirely rcjected (if they please) without any pe-
culizrdanger or culpability, This, in our judgmeats
isa very gencral state of the indifferent and theun-
Lelieving arising from the want of a deliberate
inquiry.

Observe hiere, that Tam far from  alleging the
charge of general ignorance against all who are
inlititrent to the truths of the gospel.  T'his would
uot be true ; for religious inditference in many
parts of the world, prevails much inthe higher and
detter cducated classes of socicty.  In this case
liowcver, we may allege besides the effect which
prosperizy and worldly pursuits havein fixing
the altenti on to this life, and withdrawing the
wind from that Dovk which reveals another, that
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the want of dcliberate inquiry upon this particular
subjcct, is the main cause of their jndifference,
Superior education by no means implies that the
mind has been properly instructed iu the principles
of religion. “T'here are many. persons of excellent
education, wiio yet in regard to the evidences and
doctriues of the gospel,might be pronounced grossly
ignorant ; because this particular branch of know-
ledge has not been examined and studied, Were
the multitudes of the indifferent and the doubting

* put to trial of their scriptural knowledge before
competent examinators, if they did not confess at
the outsct their ignorance and inattention to this
patticular subject, (which they would most likely
do if they were ingenuous) the trial would render
the fact abundantly manifest.

Now what T wish you to remark is, that indiffer-
ence and unbelief in these circumstances is nothing
more than what might be expected. We must
necessarily be careless about that which we take
no trouble to understand ; andifit bea question
the truth of which mustbe determined by evidence,
inattention to that evidence must necessarily leave
usin doubt. And no matter how extensive our
information on other subjects, it can be of no avail
ina new subject which we refuse to investizate.
As skill in music does not confer skill in painting,
so profficiency in general knowledge does not im.
ply profiiciency in the knowledge of God’s revealed
will ; and until this is made the subject of special
and deliberate examination, its importance and
truth cannot be discovered, its moral influence
cannot be experienced ; aud unbeliefis a conse-
quence as necessary as that he should remain in
darkness who shuts his eyes upon the sun.

8. A third cause of indifitrence and scepticism
inreligion may be found in misdirected ingenuity.
There are some men who have a very singular
dexterity in starting  difficultics, and perplexing
their own understanding.  This is somectimes
passed offfor acute penetration ; butitis in reahty
an evidence rather of fecbleness and indecision
of judgment ; and is commonly attended by the
most unhappy consequences.  \When this propen-
sity is indulged in regard to sacred subjects, it is
not unfrequently combined with closc and curious
research.  The Scriptures are made the subject of|
strict investigation ; the diffcrent parts are cnt-
ically compared, and all the doctrines are most
rigidly canvasscd. Nothing save good could flow
from this, were it done in a humble and impartial
epirit ; but thenitis done with & cettun pride
and sclf-confidence which destroys unpartiality,
overlooks .impurtant distincliviiy and hurnies the
uisd ot to false couclusions.  Awanof tus hu.

S

mor is commonly found wandering and stumbling
among the high and mystenous doctrnes of reve-
lation ; wlile hic is apt to neglect the culture of
his heart by those which are more level to his ca-
pacity. ke will start, for cxample, numerous
objections against the seripture accuunt of the uri-
ginuof evil—is utterly confounded with the ductnne
of the Trinity—the incarnation of the Sun of God
is to him an insurmnountable stumbling bluck—con-
cerning God's superintendence of the world and
predestination of events he will ask a thousand
puzzling questions which no one cansolve : and
thercfore he sits down in indifference and dissatis-
faction, or relapses into scepticism and unbe-
lief, and flatters himself that he is much superior
in acuteness of intellect to thase who cmmbrace as
truth what the gospel declares on groundswhichhe
Jjudges to be incompetent.  And truly if it were
any mark of supcriority to raise objections,
and propose hard questions on such subjects as lie
on the very boundary line, or even beyoud the do-
main, of unaided reason,the distinction may be
very cheaply obtained.  But itmay be remarked
concerning those who thusexert their misdirected
ingenuity in examining the sacred seriptures, that
there is a mawmfest crror at the bottom of it
there is amisconception of the very natare of a re-
velation.  Reason caunot be the judge of the facts
revealed ; for if this were the case a revelation
from God would beunnecessary, and reason alone
would be a sufficient guide. On this point let me
be plainly understood.—This book professes to be
arcvelation from God.  Well, what evidence is
brouglt in support of its cliim 2 Itsauthors, we
say, were nspired by God, and wrote infallible
truthunderthe dictation of the Holy Spint. Well,
and what proof can you bning of their anspiration ?
Now the whole stress of the fact ies on this—id
these men wnite and speak as they were moved
by the Holy Ghost 7 I cannot at present cnter
into the fullproof of this doctrinc—it does not prop-
crly belong to this subject.  Dat Jet measkn a
few words what proofs would content you as to
thedwvinemnspirauonof thisbook? I you had hicard
oncof its authors with lus dying breath declare,
that he had witnessed with his own cyes, the facts
recorded, and recened the ductnines by anspr-
ration from the Eternal Spint, you might perhiaps
be disposed to hear lum favorably—morc especialiy
if you have good assurance thatthe dying witness
had been a man of a good understanding, and -
flexible wntegnity, aud a holy nfe. Agam, of m
luoking into the book atselfy you found amdst
some things hard to be understood, many sublune
truths wold wath the greateat sunphicity and Pro-
pricty of speech, wany just and avble pnuciples of
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morality laid down, which the greatest moralists
and philosopliers hud never known nor inculeated
before—would you not be inclined to judge still
more favorably of thetestimony of the dying mar-
tyr 2 I sure an unbiassed 1nind would 3 and
comparing the martyr's life with the marty r's doe-
trine, and the composure and solemuity of his dy-
ing testimony—the suxpicion of falschuod would
hot enter your mind, even in regard to those parts
o his writings on which the greatest obscurity
rtested.  Still fasther, if these facts and doctrines
were corroborated by several other witnesses of
character as unimpeachuble, who sacrificed every
temporal advantage for their propagation, and
vome of whom died in attestation ol their trath—1
think you would have s clinin of ciidence in proof
of the veracity of these witnesses, which 2 candid
mind could not easily 1esist—uhich any intellizent
Jury would pronouncevalild.  All this we may «l-
lege in proof of the truths contained in this Book.
But strong as it is, it forms only a suall part
of the proof on wiich we rest their inspira-
tion. For this we claim still higher and still surer
ground—the miracles which the authors wrouzht,
and the prophecies which they delivered.  What
ore unequivocal proof” of w divine commission
couldbe given than to cure discuses by a word, to
give eyesight to the Wlind; to raise the dead, to
be delivered from prisons by angels or by the
convulsions of cartliquakes, to lift up the veil
of futurity, aud tell what should come to passafter
the Japse of many ages? Surely such facts us
these, establishud on certain testimony, give
clear cvidence that these men were the servants
of God, inspired by him with miraculous power and
heavenly wisdom that they might be 1cceived as
lis ambassadors ; and consequently ta reject them,
is to reject God speaking by them, and to reject
any of their declarations, is to question the veracity
ot Goll.  To this point, then, are we brought—
the writers of this book are the aceredited mes-
sengers of the Most Hligh.  We are bound, for
this reason, to receive what they declare as truth
and fact-—and simply on their testimony.,  If they
declarcthings of high and mysterious import, it is
no mare than what might be expected in a com-
wuuication from the incomprehensitle God to
creatures of such limited capacitiecsas we are;
and to question the truth of what they declare, on
the ground of its mysteriousness, not ouly argucs
the most inexcusuble arrogauce of your own un.
derstanding, but also an unpardonable disrespect of
God's inspired messengers.  You would smilcat
and pity the polar savage who, measuring all things
by his own little intellect, would mutter his objec-
tions, and oxpress bis disvuliel of he representa-
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tions made by Dritish philosophers of the state of
their country, and the wonders which science had
achicved.  You would despise the dark-minded
barbarian, contending in fruitless argument with
our enlightened countrymen, disputing and deny-
ing every thing which lie could not compreliend.
Suy then, with what pity angelic beings must be-
iiold the little ingenuity of mortals impiously ques.
tioning the discoverics God hias made of' his own
nature and purposes, refusing as a sufficient
voucher the declaration of the God of truth, and
exulting their own imagination in opposition to the
hnowledge of God.  1low much more becoming
would it be in a creature who is but of yesterday,
whoknowethnothing, and who can know nothing of
the nature of the infinite God or the methods of his
govermnent, unless what is revealed to him—how
much more becoming and reasonable would it be to
subwit humbly to the teachings of inspired wisdom,
to be grateful forits celestial light to conduct
him to immortality, to hush the murmurings of a
doubting and over curious spirit by an implicit re-
liance on the testimony of God !

The three particular causes of indifference and
scepticisin which I have now dwelt upon, namely,
prosperity which, leading man to be satisfied with
his present condition, prevents him from looking
forward to that which the Bible reveals ; the omis-
sion of deliberate inquiry, which prevents the un-
believer {rom ascertaining and establishing the
proper grounds of hisrehgious belief; and the
exercise of a misdirected ingenuity which leads
the mind away from just views of that evidence on
which relizion rests—these three causes are
chiefly of an intellectual nature.  Permit me now
to advaxce a fourth— a moral cause of indiffer-
enceand unbelief,

4. The love and practice of iniquity.  This is
in general rather an cffect of unbelief; but it is
also frequently a cause, and is in its very nature,
calculated to render inditierence and scepticism
inveterate and invincible. A wicked man, inclined
to continucin lis wickedness, has the greatest rea-
son in the world to wish that christianity were
unirue 3 for it it be trug, it is clear that his condi-
tion and prospects are most miscrable. It de-
clares in terms that ecannot be misunderstood,
that God is his enciy, that Christ his Judge will
condemn him, that misery more aggravated and
more cuduring than hic can now conceive, will be
his portion ; and surcly it is natural for 2 man un-
willing to forsake his sins, and yet prone to cher-
ish hopc, to scarch on all hands for reasonings to
disprove truths so decidedly unpalatable.  Wiiat
is not agrecable te 2 manbe is casily brought o
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disbelicve. Al thus with many the doctrines of
the Bible are driven away into furgetlulness, or
rejecterd as without foundation,  Even apart from
the decisions of a judgment day and the fite of
eternity, there are many reasons connected with
this life, which would inclme a wicked man to de-
ny thefuith,  Ishe the slave of some criminal
pleasure 2 It must be abandoned hefore he can
become @ real chrietinn,  But how can he repent
of that of which he is fond, or rehnquish that
which forms his favorite enjoyment 7 1t 1 nmwuch
easier and more expeditious to doubt or deny the
Bible ; and this, for 2 time at least, sets Ins con-
science free.  Is he engngedin some dishonest bt
profitable traffic? T'lus must be abandoned if he
become a real christian.  \What a blessed perad-
venture were the Bidle untrue, and no future rec-
koning ! Imight pursuc this lucrative, maney
making course, althongh a little crooked, and my
gains would continue to augment without any dan-
gerof their cating like a canker. Ishallatleast defer
the examination of the question until some future
period. But if christianity be true,this conduct will
only increase the bitterness of & future repentance ;
for it commands reparation for fraud, and the res
titution of il! gotten gain.  Ah! this is strictucse
witha vengeance. \Why, it leaves no loop-hale
for thetransgressor | No-—noue.  Thea it is ca-
sierto deny such a religion than to practise it.
Yes ; casier for a wicked man—lut ab, not so
safe ! But the danger is tuture ; the pleasure is
near 3 we will therefore cmbrace the pleasure
though forbidden ; and, thus the love of iniquity
makes muuyan infidely and s the universal cause
of that neglect and indifierence with which true re-
ligionis treated in the woild,

5. T shall advert only to one other frequent
canse of rel givus mdifivrence, verguyr to unbe-
licf, and that is, the want of zn experimental
“knowledge of its truths. A general convietion
that the Bibleis a revelation from God, is not
christian faith 5 yetit torms the whole amount o!
many aont’s chnstianity.  Saving fith aplies
theaffectionate consent of the heart as well as the
unhesitating  submission off the wnlerstanding,
And unless these are coimbined the moral wiiuence
of the gospel can never be experienced, nor canut
be heartily acknowledged as the power of God and
the wisdum of Guds  Ifman were purely an .-
tellectual being, he would be made 2 Chnistian by
the conviction of his understanding.  Butas iic 1s
also amoral being, his will must be sabdued, and
his aficctions won to the practical dutics which
flow from admitted doctrines.  This Mustrates
these two niost impariant truths (=411 any man
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will do tay will, he shall know of the doctrine,
whethier it beot’ God 37 sl aisain, ¢ by that be-
lieveth hath the wituess iz himselt)?  Live the
chnstlan’s life, and yvon will have the evidence
withn yourself of’ the heavealy origin of the christ-
an's fnth,  Meditate apon yonr present know-
ledge unbl ot purify  your ‘heart and regolate
your hie.  Andas your holiness becomes perfeeted
your mnd wall take a clenrer and more compre-
hienswee view of vevenled trath; new jpoints ra-
diant with celestial ight, well be caustatly stat-
mg up before theeye ; and though in ths imper-
tect state of our extstence darkness will continue
to rest upon a great part cf' onr mental horizor,
you will be assured and grateful that such rays
are vouchsafed as may guide you securely toa
blessed 1nmortahty.

In cenclnsion, hrethiren, permit me to urge upon
you this consideraticn that religion is a matter
respecting which yon cannet sufely be either un-
concerncd or in doubt. Iff Ged has spoken to
man, the cvidence wust be complete, and the dis -
coveries monzentens 3 and it must be eriminal not
to inquire, aud dungerous net to he settled.
Come then, in the tear of Godd, in 2 candid spirit,
with the fove of goodness, and the Bible will not
shrink from your examination. It will manifest
the siens ofits divinity as clear as exterral nature
docs tire eternal power and Godhead of its Cren-
tor. Ly the divine blessing it will mould your
sentiments and habits and whele character in-
to n conformity with these of the heavenly
wozld towards which it directs your hopes,  In
every reverent and futhful perusal it will sead
forth a sauctifving energy into the heart which no
uierely hunman production cver exerted 3 and by
casting down Imagivations and every high thing
that exalteth iteelf aginst the knowiedge of God,
ami bringing into cuprivity every thought to the
obedience uf' Christy it will demonstrate itself to
your own kaowledre aud experienee, the divinely
appointed instrament For tie morad recovary of
this fallen world,
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MerTivg or Commission.— At a late meceting ofthe
Preshytery 'Poronto, it was resotved tosend a requi-
sition to the Moderator of Synad ealling upon him
Lo intinte 2 neeting of the Cummission, un an carl
day, to take inw consideration thereversal ot the upi-
nion formerly given by the Law Oificersofthe Crown
vespecting the illcgality of the 57 Rectories estab-
tished i diis province by Sir Johin Colbuiae, and the
measities that migiut be teceasary to vindicate and
mintiain the rigus of the church,  Accudingly, un
the call of the Moderatorthe Commission met at T'o-
ronto on Wednoday the 9ih May,  ‘he following
members were present.—the Rev. Alexander Gale,
Muderator, tiev. John Machar, Rev. James Ketchan,
Rev, James George, Rev, Wilham °L'. Leach, Rev.
William Rinteul, Rev. Andrew Bell, Rev. M. Y.
Starke and the Rev. Robert Macgill.—Elders John
Mowat, Esq. the Hon. James Crovks, Juhn Burns,
Esq. and Mi. Walliam Patersun.  Atier the Modera-
tur had constituted the necting by prayer, aud the
vequisitiun frum the Presbylery of “Forunto to the
Mulerator had been read, st was™ stated by the Mod-
erator of that Presbyiery that the cummunications
which His Excellency the Licutenant Governor had
promised to send him, had not yet reached him, and
the comunission not being prepared to enter on the
consideration of the questivn for which they were
summoned toxether, it wis resolved tosend a deputa-
tion with an addressto His Excelleney, eraving copies
olasuch  despatehies as had been recemly recewved
trom Her Majesiy’s Guvernment, on the subject of the
Rectories, whica might enabic the Commission to
Ltke what steps atmzat decin proger to vindicate the
viguts ol the church, and catry sno etlect the resolu-
Vions passed by the dyuad an 1836, ‘The deputation
wis graciously recewed by Lhis Excellency who
itormed themihat the pressure of business arising
Troa theanameraus stite tr1als iad prevented himiromn
ateading to the request nade to hun by the Presby-
tery of “Lorunte, and that the promised  cominunica-
Uaas hitd not yel been prepared ; but they would be
prepared forthwith, :uu{ sunt to the Moderator of Sy-
el “Lhis diday ot coarse prevented tise Comnission
trom kg any measures except a renewal ol theit
solemn prowest on dhe part of tne Synod agamst the es-
tablishutent of Rectories,2s™an actimjurivusly aflecting
thewr justrghts;"--and the Moderator was wsiructedto
lay acopy of the protest buiure His Exceltency the
Licutenamt Goveraor, togatier Wi a briet statement
ol the reasuns un Which i townded.  The deputa-
tion enjoyed the faver of avery lengthiened interview,
and were enabled to state in a desultory  manner,
their  claims and cumplainis.  Its members were
much granficd with the mamfest candor and honesty
0. Her Myesty's Representative, and with s enlyghi-
cned and Chrisuan views uf the ceclesiastical policy
adapred toanewcolony,  Withsuch a spanit and such
views ds are possessed by Sie George Arthur, we
fondly hupe that be may be successtul i his effurts
fur abating the icanpauble pretensions and svoth-
ing the asperities ot party, and thai sune plan inay be
carnied 1w eflect winch wiil peacetully and equita-
bly scitle this complicated question,

Daxamon.—Ttis with sincere gratifieation that we
annonnce & donatien of £500 Sterling from the Gen-
cral Asscinbly’s canmittecun colunial churches,in aid
of the eigateen condreg tions in Canada which trom
their simaliness and their poverty, are unable to pro-
vide a maintenance (ur their ministers. A represen-
Gition was xent home sone time ago of the circum-
stanees of thew congregations, seting forth their in-
#hility to mamtain divine ordinances amongst them
without fureizn aid, that they were not assisted in any
way by the gueaanuntt of the country agrecably w

RCCLRSIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY INTHLLIGENCE.

the just expectations they were ledto entertain when
they emigrated {ron the parent state, and craving
whatever assistance the Assembly’s committee could
grant to prevent them from being subjccted to so se-
vere a deprivation as the luss of their pastors and the
shauting up of their places of worship. This appli.
cativn his called forth the abuve liberal dunation,
which will materially alleviate the necessitics of the
cuirent year.  Wetrust, tmoreover, that this token of
chrisan remembrance, wall sull more affectionately
uniite the Presbyteriansof this coluny with the church
uf their fatherland. Her pecuniary dunations are
for the present necessary to relieve the spiritual desti-
tution of this land, bat far more do we nced and
prize her counsel, protection and przi)]'ers. Seas di-
vide, but must never estrange us.  United in heant
and holy enterprise—she in preserving and beautify-
ing her uwn ancient tuwers and palaces, we in laying
the foundation of a church which will be herown
fair type on this new continent—we will encourage
each viher in the good work of the Lord.  We trust
the time is ot far distant when the increasing wealth
of this magnificent and populous province will en-
able its people (in connection withthataid which they
are entitled to claimfroma parental and christian gov-
enment)adequately to maintainand extend the church
amunyg us, without drawing upon the liberality of our
tran<atlantic brethren.  Then, it may Le hoped, we
shall bé buth able and forward to send contributions to
her treasury for the support of her issions among
the millions of India and other heathen Jands.  How
mclancholy is it that sectarian jealonsies, and the hos-
tility of a home-born heathenism shuuld be leaguing
together to cut off the means by which the national
church is secking to fulfil her part in the conversiun
of the world! 'We cannot hope 1o escape the ogposi.
tion of infidelity ; but, oh, that thisstrife among breth-
ren were heard of no mure!  'Whilst they are fierce-
ly cuntending fur obscure and doubtful princilnlcs,
death ever busy is sweeping generations of unenlight-
cned and sinful men, who have a_strong claim upon
their campassion, into eternity.  'While multitudes are
angrily debating about the suificiency of the voluntary
principle, the church in allits branches, is” making
unly very slender and fecble exertionsto diffuse the
muessaze of merey and prepare them for their desti-
ny. The Scottish chuarch alone, were she possessed
ul the pecuniary means,could find and send out every
yeara hundred quahfied missionaries intothe heathen
dependencies of our country, to disseminate there
blessings,infimitely greater and more durable thanany
our commerce and ¢ivil protection can bestow,  Bat,
alas these means are not wathin her reach ; and even
thuse resvurces which the hberality of her people
places at her dispusal, are drained by the  demands
fur chnstian instruction at hone, which a feeble and
ll-compacted administration,guided by no sound priu-
ciple, and ever yiclling tu temporary expudients, re-
fuses tu supply, "Had the state, as asound christian
pulicy would have dictated, both on the ground of
christianity and ecunomy, built and enduwed the nu-
merovus churches which have within these few years
been erected by private liberality in Scotland, and
left that liberality free for carrying thegospel intoher
calonial possessions and heathen” territories, the go-
vermnent and peuple wonld have been doubly blessed.
Bat it would scem that an evil spirit now presidesin
the counesls of the nation and turns them away from
the noblestdemigns—those connected with the sntel-
lectual and spiritual well-being of a people on whose
empircthe sun never sets.  If such an unchristian
pulicy belong persisted in, we have reason to dread
thie displeasure of Gud, and may b2 looking out fer
sure indicativns that the British cmpire is hastening
toits downfall. Butas the principles that have pre-

vatled fur the 1ast few years are manifesily exotic—
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forcignto our christian institutions and to the minds
of our people—it may be hoped that they will ere
long be utterly repudiated; and that our rulers as
wmost sacredly bound will honor the Supreme Ruler in
the nations homageand by the nation’s wealth, and
that their labors to advance among the people the
spiritual kingdom of our Redeemer, will bring to
them above all others, in the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ, a great and imperishable reward.  'When our
Canadian rulers think thus and act accordingly, re-
sources will be found existing witlun the colony ade-
nate to its religious wants, and weshall not ‘need to

raw upon a treasury that might beset apart for others
even more needy than ourselves.

Cory OF Tite SyNoD’s ADDRESS To TS QUUEEN, AND
Her Masesty's Reruy.

To Tur QUPRN'S MosT ExceBrrient Malgsty.

The Address of the Synod of the Presbyterian
Church of Canada, in conncction with the Church
of Scotland.

May 17 pLEASE Your Masesty—

‘We, Your Majesty’s most dutiful and loval sub-
jects, the Ministers and Elders of the Presbyterian
Church of Canada, in connection with the Church of
Scotland, in General Synod assembled, embrace this
first opportunity affurded us, since Your Majesty’s ac-
cession, cf approaching the throne withthe expression
of our loyalty and attachmentto Your Majesty’s per-
son and Government,

We condole with Your Majesty on the afftictive
dispensation of Providence, which has deprived Your
Majesty of a beloved relative, and usof a most illus-
trious, upright, and patriotic King.

We congratulate Your Majesty on Yonr aceescion
tothe Sovereignty of the British Empire, and assure
Your Majesty that unceasing and fervent prayer is of-
fered by us and the congregations committed to our
care that the throne to which You are thus early call-
ed may be established in righteousness, and that God
may give Your Majesty a wise and understanding
heart to rule over so greatapeople, and, for Your own
and Your subject’s sake, endow You plenteously with
His heavenly grace.

‘We rcjoice in thesolemn assurances Your Majes-
ty has given of Your resolution to maintain inviolate
the Church of which we are Members, in her rights
and opportunitics of duing good, and feel assured that
Your Majesty will ever essimate aright the high pri-
vilege of promoting incvery part of Your wide do-
minions the best interests of Your subjects, by secur-
ingto thein the blessing of instruction n the pure
‘Word of God, the unly foundauon of natzonal happi-
ness and prosperity.

May that Word te Your Majesty’s counscllor, and
throughailthe caresof an carthly Crown Your guide
toa Crowe of Glory.

At Toronto, this Fifth Dav of September, One
Thousand Eight Hundredand Thiny-Seven years.

(Signed,)

In Name,

in Presence and
Iy Appaintinent of Synad,

ALEXANDER GALE.

REPLY..

Copy No. 252.
Si Downing Street, 29th Nov. 1837.
ir,

I have received your despatch No. 103 of the
16th Scptember last, ansuntung an Addiess to the
Qucen, fromthe Synud of the Presbyterian church
Capada in connecuon with the church ot Scotland.
I have had the hopor to lay this Address at the tout
of throne, and her Mayesty has commanded me to -
struct you to acyaant the Syuud, that she has recerv-
¢d with high satsfaction this loyal and dutigul ad-
dress from the .iembers of a church for whose rights
and privileges fIer Majesty enturtains the greatest ve-
speet, and that it will afford Her Majesty the most
sincere graufication to co-uperate with the Legista-
ture of the Province of Upper Canada, in whatever
measures may be most conducive to the diffusion and
maintenance of the blessing of rehigion among Her
Majesty’s faithful subjects inhabiting that valuable
and important part of Her dumsmons,

1 have the honor to be
Sir,
Your most obedient
Humble servant,

(Signed,)
GLENELG.
Sir Francis Bond Head Ban. &e. &ec. &ec.

Ixpix Misston Lisrarigs.—With the <anetion of the
General Assembly’s committee tor India Missions, a
committce, consisting of several of the Minisiers of
Edinburgh, and gentlemen wmicrested in {ndia, has
been appointed to procure a callection of books, with
the view of forming Librarics, under the coniral of
the Missionaries of the Chureh at Caleutta, Bowmbay,
and Madras.

Allwhoare fricndly to the cause of Missions, and
the diffusion of learning, are carnesily requested to
make donations of Works in Theology, andthe vari-
ous departments of Literature and Seicace.  Dona-
tions of Money for the vbject will also be gratefully
reccived.

The principal Bookscllers inthe citiesand towns in
Scotland are ready to give farther information, and
to receive donations, exther in Books or Money.  All
communications 1o be addressed to Capt. Jameson,
Secretary of the committee, 33, Dubhin Street.

Edinburgh, 9th April, 1838.

The above isan advertisement regarding the for-
mation of libraries for the mission scmunarics of the
Churchat Caleutia, Bombay, and Madras. We trust
thatthe propocal willmeet with the warm support of
the friends of Missions.  The nurscrics of the tuture
native instructors of Indin, which vur Church has
established, already contain alarge numiber of reflect-
ine and educated youngmen, and their numbers are
daily increasing. ~ Oral instruction will not do all
that is needed , their attention must be turned to our
standard English writers if we wish to act in accor-
dance with the prineiples on which all the foreign
missionary undertakings of the Chureh are based.
Nuw, unhappily, bovks in India are sull scarce and
dear, and some additional means must be had recourse
to in order to supply the desideratum.  The means
<uggested in the advertisementappear to us adwibly
calcnlated for this Eurrosc. Every onc must have
many books lying by him of little or no service to
himself, which yet contain infornination quite new to
a land just opening its eyes to truth in religion, litera-
ture, and science.  Bouks on histury, geography, tra-
velv—in shor, in every branch of uselul knowledsee,
waonld prove at present an jucsiimable buonto India,
We trust that our clerical fricads in cvery district of
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Scotland will both give fromtheir own collections,and
take every opportunily of pressing so onentons a
subject o the attention ot Wwer poople. Apait s
errancous doctrine  veligion, or c.\‘plodm# tenets in
philosophy, searcely anything can come wrong, We
sincerely tejoice to see that a committee, conpused of
suchmen asarve mentioned in the chicular letter of
the seeretiry, have the subject under consideration,

{& We will rejoice in every cffort that is made
to provide Libravics fur India; but we mst nut fur-
get to urge the clanus of our proposed Theotugical In-
stitution in Canadu,

TIIE POPISH CONFESSIONAL. -

From T'hivd Pampllet of the Rev. L. J, Nolan,
lutely a Romish Clergyman,but now a Curate of
the Irish Churck at Athboy.

Daring the last three years I discharged the duty of
a Romish clergyman, my heart often shudduied at the
idea of cntering the confessional.  ‘Fhe thoughts of
the many crimes 1had to hear—the growing doubt up-
on my mind, that confession was an erroncous duc-
trine—that it tended wnore to harden than reclaim the
heart, and that through it I should be rendered instru-
mental in ministering destruction to your svuls, were
awful considerations to me in the hours of my reflec-
tion. 'Lhe recitals of the murderous acts { had often
heard through this iniguitous tribunal, had cost me
many a restlessnight, and are still fixed with horror
upon iy memory.  But, my frieads, the most awful
of all considerations s this, thatthrough the contes—
sicnal 1 had been frequenily apprised of intended as-
sassinations and most diabulical cunspiracies, and
still from the ungodly injunctions ol seercey in the
Romish creed, lest, as Peter Dens says, the confes-
sional should become odious, I dared nct give the
shightest intormation 1o the marked out victuus of the
slanghter.  But though my heart now trembles at my
recollection of the murderous acts, still duty obliges
me to proceed, and emunerate one or two insiznces of
the cases alluded to.

The first isthe case of a person who was barbar-
ously murdered, and with whose intended assassina-
tion Tbecame acquainted at confession.  One of the
five conspirators (all of whom were sworn to commit
the horrid deed) broached toinc the bloody conspiriey
in the confessivnal.  1implored him1o desist from Jus
intention of becoming an accomplice in so dibulical
adesign.  But, ala, all advice was useless—no per-
suason couid prevail, his determination wasso fixed;
and his only reasons for having disclosed the awful
machination to his contessor, seemed to haveoriginat-
ed from 2 hope that his wicked design would be hal-
lowed by a previous acknowledgment of it to his
priest. Finding all my remonstrances unavailing, [
then recurred to stratagem. I carnestly besought of
him to mention the circumstance to me ont of the con-
fessional, in order that ¥ might apprise the intended
victim of his danger, or caution the conspirators a-
wainst the commitial of so inhuman adeed. But here
ingenuity itself’ failed 1 arresting the carecer of his
satanic obstinacy.  The conspirator’s illegal vath, and
his apprehension of himself hecoming the victim of
bratal assassination shonld he be koown asthe reveal-
erof the conspiracy, rendered him fndexible tony
entreaties 3 and, awiul to relate—yes, awful—and the
hand that now pens it shudders at the record it makes
—a poor inoffensive man, the victim of slaughter, di-
ed @tmost crucl death by tive hand of ruthless assassins.
Oh, my dear Protestit countrymen, you will now
n.x:ur:{l_\' ask, whetheram [or tite perpetratory of the
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bloody deed, most to be censured 7 I who knew the
iderers and the murdered previous to the act—|
who hadsuet the intended victine of slaughter in the
publicsticetsbut & short time antecedent to his death?
But, my friends, the prejudices of my early lite in fa-
vor of thedoctrine of auricular confession, and the
influence of’ subsequent education, instilling into my
mind the inviolability of that iniquitous tubunal, must
plead before my Godand the publie, as my only apalo-
gres fur the concealment of llhc diabolical cunsprracy.
And nuw, you, Romish priests, T ask you, could the
Lord Jesus institute a doctrine so manstrous in it
practice, and so subversive of'the principles of huma.
nity—a doctrine that beholds the dagger pointed at the
human heart, but hushes the warning voice that woulkd
apprise the devoted vietim of hisdanger? [ must now
proceed with the recital of 2nother case more yevolt.
ing to humanity than ceventhe former one. It isthat
of a female administering poisonto her parvent. Her
first aticmpt at parncide proved ineffectual, owing to
an immediate vetching that seized the parent after
tahing the diaught.  ‘I'he perpetrator of this foul deed
afierwards came to cunfession, and acknowledged he
guilt, but circumstances proved that she only sought
tor priestly absolution, to ease her mind and prepare
her tur a speedy repetition of her heinous erime, A-
gain sheattempted the act, and it proved successful, 1
was calledonto attend the dying parent. ‘I'he unna-
tural throes and convulsive agonies of the unfortunate
man convineed me that the discase was of no ordina-
ry nature. ‘The previous confession of his daughter,
whoat this time made herappearance, rushed upon
my mind, and suggested that the parent was a second
time puisoned.  Yrom what I had known through the
cunfussivnal, eould not even hint at the propriety of
sending for wedical witendance, fur the Romish dac-
trine impressedan inviolable scerccy upon my lips,
and prevented me giving the slightest intimation ol
the malady ; whilst the poor paticnt, unconscious of
the cause ot his death, ({icd in the most excruciating
agonico uf which humanity can forina cunceplion.
Oh'! monstious system of confession! Will youn
dare any longer to ascribe your origin to the Great
Eternal, and thus aflix to nature’s God the blasphemy
of yourtenets 7 Oh, thou iniquitous tribunal ! thuu
cloitker of crimes—thou abettor of wickedness, thon
brutal murderer! A child attempts the most diaboli-
cal act against a parent, but thon, by presuming to
crase the past transgression, only encouragest toa re-
petton ot the erume. A parent sufiers the most a-
gonising tortures, and diesin the most excruciating
pains fiom peison, administered by an unnaturaf
daughter, but thou, polluted tribunal, wilt not allow
the priest acquamnted withthe circumstances to dis-
close the cause of this heart-rending death.  Oh, my
Rowman Catholic countrymen, why not awaken from
your lethargic slumbers!—why not arise {rom the
mystic spells that bind you, and cast off’ that unnatw-
al yoke which would darcto umite your God in an
unholy alliance with such monkish blasphemy !
Should any unacquainted with Romanism question
the veracity of thesestatenents, let him consuit histo-
ry, and he wall find many sunilar facts. Did not the
Rumnsh priest, the Rev. Mr. Garnet, the provincial vt
the Jesuity, justify his concealinent of the gunpowder
plot, on the pretext of its being revealed to himatcon-
Iession 7 bnd not Father D'Aubigny, the French
Jesuit, put forward a similar plea of justification for
concealiment, when the asssassin, Ravaillac (that stab-
bed Llenry 1V.) in 1610, acknowledged to ham inthe
confessional s plan of rezicidal murder 7 But why
need Irefer to such circumstances, as every priest
who has acted in the caprcity of a confessor, 1nust ad-
it the fact of similar cases i equently coming before

him atthe confexsional ?
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THESCOTTISHHSACRAMENTALSABBATIIL
BY JAMES I0S1.0P,
River La Plaua, 1824,
The Sabbath morning gilds the eastern hills,
The swains its sunny down wi’ gladness greet,
Frae heath-clad hamlets "'mang the muirland rills,
The dewy mountains climb wi' naked feet—
Skiflin’ the daisics druket i’ the weet,
The nibblin’ flocks comebleatin’ down the brac,
T'o shadowy pastures screen’d frae simmer heat,
In woods where tinklin’ waters glide away,
"Mang holms o’ clover red,and bright brown rye-grass
hay.

His ewes and lambs brought carefw’ frac the height,.

The shepherd’s children watch them frae the corn ;

On green sward scented lawn, wy’ gowans white,

Frae page o' pocket psalm-bool, soiled an’ torn,

The task prepar’'d assign’d for Sabbath morn,

The clder baiins, their parents join in prayer,

One danghter dear, beneath the flowery thorn,

Kneels down apart, her spirit to prepare,

On this lier first approach thesacred cup to share.

The social chat, wi’ solciun converse mix'd,

At carly hour, they finish their repast.

The pions sire repeats full many atext,

Of Sacramental Sabbaths, long gone past.

To see her litle family featly drest,

The carefu’ matron feels a mother’s pride;

Gi'es this a linen shirt—gi'es thata vest—

The frugal father’s frowns their finery chide ;

He prays that Heaven their suuls may wedding robes
provide.

The sisters buskit, seck the garden walk,

‘To gather flowers, and watch the warning bell,

Swéet-william danglin’, dewy frae the staik,

Ismix’d wi’ mountain daises rich in smell :

Green sweer-brier—sprigs an’ daises fracthe dell,

Where Spango shepherds pass the lane cbude,

An' Wanlock miners eyoss the muirland fell,

Then down the sunny winding woodland road,

The little pastoral band approach the house of God.

Stream of my native mountains, O how oft,

That Sabbath morning walk, in youth was niine ;
Yet fancy hears the kirk bell, sweet an’ soft,

Ring o’er the darkling woods o’ dewy pine;

How oft the wood rose, rich wi’ scented thyme,

T've stooped to pull, while passing on my way ,

But now in sunny regions south the Line,

Nae birks nor broom flowers shade the simmer brac—
Alas! 1 can but dreamm o’ Scotland’s Sabbath-day.

But dear that cherish'd dream I still behold :
The ancient kirlk,* the plane-trees o'er it spread,
And seated 'mang the graves, the young, the old,
As once in simmer days for ever fled—

To deck my dream, the grave gives up itsdead,
"Fhe pale Precentor;t sings as then he sung,

* Sanquhar Rirk.
1 Janes Hislop, a namesahe of the poet.

The long lost Pastor ¢ wi the hoary head,
Ponrs furdh his pious counsels to the young,
And dear unes from the dust again to hfe are sprung.

Lost fiiends return from realms bevond the main,

And bayhood’s best beloved ones, all are there—

The blanks in family circles fil’d again,

Nuse it scems empty round the house of prayer ;

The svund vt Psalms has vamish’d i the an.

Burue up to heaven upon the monntain breeze—

The Patriarchal Priest wi’ silvery hair,

In tent erected, ‘neath the fresh green trees;

Spreads forth the Bouk of Gud, with holy pride, and
sees

The eves of cirling thousonds op him §x'd,

The kirk yard scarce contains the mingling mass

Of kindred congregations round him mix'd,

Closc seated on the grave-stones, and the gras—

Some crowd the garden walls—a wealthier class

On chairs and benehes round the tent draw near—

The poor man prays far distant—and alas

Some seated by the graves of parents dear,

Among the fresh green fluwers, let fall the sient -
tear.

Sublimethe text he chooseth—* Who is this,

From Edom comes, with garments dyed in blood,

‘T'ravelling in greatness of his strength to bliss,

Treading the wine press of Almighty God "—

Perchance the thane, that mighty One who rode

Forth leader of the armies, clothed in light:

Around whose fiery forchead rainbows glow'd,

Beneathwhose tread Heaven trembled—angelsbrigh,

Their shining ranks arranged around his head of
white.

Bcehold the contrast ! Christ the King of kings,

A houseless wand'rer in a world below—

Fain, fasting, weary by the desert’s springs,

From youth, a man of mourming and of woe.

The birds have nests on sunmer’s blooming bough—
The fuxes in the mountains find a bed,

Butmankind's fricud found every man his foe,

His heart with anguish in the Garden bled,

He, peaceful like a lamb, was tothe slanghtee led.

The action sermon endcd, tables fenced,

‘While Elders forth the sacred symbols bring,

The day’s more solemn service now commenced,
To Heaven is wafted, on devotion’s wing,

The Psalms, these entering to the altar, sing,

“ I'lLof salvationtake the cup—TI'lt call,

With trembling on the name of Sion’s King—
His courts I'll enter—at his footstool fall,

And pay mine carly vows before his people ail.”

Bchold the crowded Tables clad in white,
Extending far above the flowery graves—

A blessing on the breac and wine-cups bright,
With lifted hands, the holy Pastor craves;

‘The simmer’s sunny breeze his white hair waves,
Hissoul is with his Savicur in thesky,

3 Thie Rev, Me. Rankine.
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The hallow’d wheaten loaf he breaks, and gives

The symbols to the Elders seated nigh—

“Take, cat the bread of hife, sent dvwn frun heaven
on high.”

Ie, in like manner, also lificd up

The flagon, fil’d with consecrated wine—

“ Drink—drnk ye all of it—Salvation's cup,
Memunatsnvurnful of his luve divine.”

Then sulemn pawseth—Save the rustling pine,

Or plane-tree buughs, 1o suund salutes mine ears;
In silence past, the silver vessels shine,

Devuuon’s Sabbatk drcams, from bygune years,
Return, till many an cye is moist with springing tears.

Again the preacher breaks the solemn pause—

% Lift up your eyes to Calvary’s mountain—see,

In mourning veil'd, the mid-day sun withdraws,
Wihile dies the Saviour, bleeding on the tree.

Bat hark! again the stars sing jubilee.

‘With anthewms I1-aven's armics hail their king
Ascend ju glury from the grave set free—
Triumphant sce him svar on seraph’s wing,

To meet his angel hosts around the clouds of spring

Behold his radiant robes of flecey light,

Melt into sunny ether soft and blue ;

Thenn this gluomy world of tears and night,

Behold the table he hath spread for you.

What, thuugh you tread afiliction’s path—a few,

A few short years your toils will all be o'er—

From Pisgal’s tup the promised country view—

The happy land, beyund Immanuel’s shore—

Where Edea’s blissful bower blooms green for ever-
more.

% Come here, ye houseless wand'rers, soothe your
grief, .

While faith presents your Father’s bles<’d abode

And bere, ye friendless mourners, find relief,

And dry yourtears, in drawing near to God.

The poor may here lay down oppression’s load,

The rich forget his crosses and his care,

Youth, cnter on Religion’s narrow road,

The old, for his eternal change prepare,

And whosoever wil), life’s waters freely share.

 Howblestarethey who in thy courts abide,

‘Whose strength, whosctrust, upon Jehovah stays?
For he in his pavilionshall them hide

In covert safe, when come the evildays.

Though shadowy darkness compasseth his ways,
And thick cloudslike a curtain hide histhrene,

Not even through a glass our cyes shall gaze ;—

In brighter worlds, his wisdom shall be shown,

And all things work for good to thosethat are hisown.

-* And blessed are the young, to God who bring

The morning of their days in sacrifice—

The heart’s unrifled flowers yet fresh with spring,
Scnd forth an incense pleasing in his cyes.

‘T'o me, ye children, hearken and be wise,

POETRY.

The prephets died—our fathers where are they 7
Alas! this flecting word’s delusive joys,

Like morning clouds, and carly dews, decay:
Be yours that better part, that fadeth not away.

“ Walk round these walls—and o'er the yet green
graves,

Of friends whom you have loved, let fali thetear,

On many dresses dark, deep mourning waves,

Fur sume in summers past, who worshipp’d here—

Around these tables, each revolving year,

What tleeting gencrations I have scen,

Where, where my youthful friends and comradesdear?

Fled, flvd away, as they had never been ;

All sleeping in the dust beneath these plane-trees
green!

‘ Andsome are scated here, mine aged friends,
Who reund this table never more shall meot;

For himwho, buw'd with age, before yuu stands,
The muurners svunshall go abuut the street.

Beluw these green boughs shadow’d from the heat,
I've bless'd the bread of life for threescore years,
And shall not many mouldering 'neath my feet,
And some who sit around me now in tears,

To me be for a crown of joy when Christ appears?

“ Behold he comes! with clouds a kindling flood

Of fiery flame before his chariot flces

The sun, in sackeloth veil'd, the moun in blood—

Al kindreds of the carth dismay shall seize—

Like figs, untimely shaken by the breeze.

The ix’d stars fall, amid the thunder’s roar—

Theburied spring to life beneath these irees—

A mighty angel standing on the shore,

With arms stretch’d forth to heaven,swearstime shall
be no more.

“ The hour is near, your robes unspotted keep—

The vows you now have sworn, are seal’d vn high.

Hark! hark! God's answermyg voice in thunders deep,

'Midst waters dark, and thick clouds of the sky.

And what, if now to judgment on your eye

Hebarst—where yonder livid lightnings play.

His chariot of salvation passing by,

The great white throne, the terrible array

Of Him, before whose frown the heavens shall flec
away ?

“ My friends, how dreadful is this holy place,

Where rolls the thickening thunder, God is near !

Andthough we cannot sce him face to face,

Yetas from Horeb's mount his voice we hear;

The angel armics of the upper sphere,

Down from these cluuds on your communion gaze,

The spirit of the dcad who once were dear,

Arcviewless witnesses of all your ways.

Go from his table then—with trembling tune bis
praise,



