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WATCHMAN, WHAT O} THE NIGHT ?

“The morning cometh,” but much of night
remains, seeming all the darker from the grow- |
ing light around it. But this darkness too must «
disappear. Be it ours to watch, work and wait; .
wait, watch, and work, that whether the perfect .
day come sooner or later we may leave the world
brighter than we fouad it.

The Chinese Poor China! IHow dense her
Massacres.  darkness. On the morning of
the first of August, at Hwa Sang, twelve miles
from Ke Cheug, in the Province of Foo kien,
China, a band of some cighty men armed with
swords and spears made a sudden attack on the |
workers of the English Church Missionary ,
Society, and the Rev. Mr. Stewart and his wife, i
their nurse, and six lady missionaries, were

{

killed, under circumstances of the most atrocious
barbarity, and two of the Stewart children, aged
respectively six years and thirteen months were
so badly injured that they died soon after. The
attack was wholly unexpected, and half 2n hour !
after not one of the ruffians was to be seen. {
The cause of the riot may be simply and gene-
rally stated as race prejudice, hatred of foreign-
ers, and a determination to drive them from the
country. Rev. Mr. Stewart had been working
in the neighborhood for twelve years, and other
English and American missionaries for a length
of time. The Vegetarians, one of the many
secret societies with which China is honey-
combed, grew more hostile. Some months pre
vious there had been threatening, but it was
thought that the danger was past, until like &
bolt out of a clear sky the blow fell, and a band
of them perpetrated this horrible massacre.
However these secret societies may differ, they
agree in their hatred of foreigners, and their
organization, like the infamous * Mafia,” and
“Ku-Klux,” makes them all the more dangerous.
Mandarins and officials not only countenance,
these awful deeds but help to inflame the
passions of the people. One method of doing
this is by placards with all kinds of hon’iblel
tales. I

The chief of police in one place issued the
following proclamation during some recent riots
at Cheng-tu.

At the present time we have ample evidence
that foreigners deceive and kidnap small child-
ren.  You, soldiers and people, nmust not be dis-
turbed and flurried. When the cases are brought
hefore us, we certainly will not be lenient with
them.

Another placard, which appeared a day or two
before the riots, said:

“ It is hereby notified that at the present time

* foreign barbarians are hiring bad characters to

stew] small children, that they may extract oil
from them for their use. I havea female servant
who has personally scen this done. 1 therefore
exhort you, geod people, not to allow your child-
ren togo out. I hope you will act in accordance
with this.”

The result is hard to foresee. It is reported
that the government has refused to allow foreign
officials to be present at the investigation of the
case. If it be left to the Chinese authorities it
will be a farce. They will foilow their usual
custom : talk loudly of justice, pay some dam-
ages, perhaps pick up a few poor wretches, in or
out of prison, execute them, and pretend that
the murderers had been punished.

Threats or warnings on the part of other na-
tions, or promises on the part of the Chinese,
are simply valueless. Their authorities must be
made to feel, ere such scenes will be stopped. To
see this we need but look at their awful record.

Massacres The number and frequency of such
in the Past. outrages is almost incredible. The

! New York Tribunc thus sums up those of the

past twengy-five years, and these are by no
means the beginning of the sad history :—
“In 1870 occurred the Tientsin massacre, when
the French Consul, the French interpreter and
hisbride, and twenty nuns, were killed amid cir-
cumstances of revolting barbarity. In 1871 there
were outrages at Yang-Chow ; in 1872 at Han-
lrow and Shanghzi; in 1874 there was a massacre
of the French at Shanghai; in 1875 occurred the
Margary murder; and in 1876 the missionaries
at Foo-chow were raided and infamously asssult-
ed. The year 1883 saw the British concession at
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Canton burned and a genceral uprising against
the misrsionaries ; there were similar deeds in
1881 ut Wen-Chow and Teh-An-Fu; and in 1885
numerous assaults and robberies, In 1880 there
was a dreadful massacre of foreigners at Chung-
King; in 1888 riots and burnings at Chin-Kiang
and Kin-Kiang; in 1889 at Hankow, and in 1830
at Teh-An-Fu again. A frightful record was
made in 1801, when there were riots at Nanking,
Wuhu, Ichang, and half-a-dozen other places,
houses were burned and scores of missionaries
assaulted, maimed, and killed. A few weeks ago
there was a similar outbrealk at Cheng-tu.”

Officinls  Reports from authoritative sources
at fault. unite in showing that it is really
official China that must bear the blame of these

outrages, The people, as a whole, are friendly.
Secret Societies are in many cases the active
agents, but if the Manderins wished it, the
lives and property of the foreigners would be safe.
The officials encourage and often incite the hatred
of the people and then make its punishment «
form. No promises of investigation on the part
of the authorities are of the slightest value. Not
until all such outrages are investigated under
the eye of foreigners, and punishment meted out .
to the guilty ones, including accessories, as the -
officials often are, will they be made to cease.

Morning  ‘The outlook is more hopeful. Fora
in Japan. time, during the past few vears, it
was said that although the rapid progress of
Western civilization continued, there seemed to
be a reaction toward the old heathen faiths. More |
recent reports are of a growing tendency toward |
Christianity. Theirinarvelous suceess in thelate
war, consequent upon the adoption of Western ,
methods, seems to have disposeri the nation more
favorably toward the Western faith as well;
while the Bibles given by the Missionaries to all |
the soldiers of Japanese army have not been dis- ¢
tributed in vain. 2fay the “Mountain of the
Lord's House” soon overtop even the venerated :
Fujiyama in the vision of this wonderful people. :

Night in  Cromwell, whatever his faults, for.
Eugland. 1noman is perfect, was a man of the
people; just, honest, wise, true. one of the world's
great and good men; one of the founders of
British freedom ; yet when a proposal was made
in the late British Parlinment to erect a statue
to him there was such bitter opposition, not un-
mingled with reviling, that it was withdrawn.
In so far as the act could do it his name was by
this act dishonored.

Archbishop Laud was one of the worst men
that ever ruled the Church of England, and sent
many a martyr to prison and to the stake. His
primacy is the darkest period in the History of
the English Church, and yet he has been recently
receiving {rom some quarters high eulogy, and
veneration almost amounting to adoration.

These two things ave tokens of o drift in Eng-
land that is in itself neither bright nor hope-
ful ; but the spirit of Cromwell still lives, the
growing light and knowledge among the people
at large will not endure the intolerance of past
ages, and all attempts at its revival must recoil
upon itself, for liberty must win.

Mohammednsn

Daricness.

How deeply the shadows hang
where the false prophet holds
sway ! A writerin the Quarterly Review ~ays:
“ Barbarisnd oppression, lawlessness, corruption,
cruelty, ignorance, decadencey have scttled like
an inexorable blight on all the lands of Islam.
There is no exception; not a single hright spot
anywhere ; no green oasis in all that wilderness
of savage desolation. And these lands were once
fertile, populous, flourishing ; homes of the arts,
of science, of literature.”

.\ large measure in the fast filling cup of their
iniquity is the Armenian massacres of a few
onths since, where some 30,000 christians with-
in 200 square miles, were butchered amid outrage
and cruelty which defies deseription ; exceedines
if possible, in its fiendish brutality, the horrors £
the Indian mutiny of a generation gone, or the
more recent Bulgarian atrocities. In Armenia
even more than in China the government is at
fault, for Turkish troops, under authority, did the
horrible work ; and the rulers of all grades have
been of ome mind in hindering investigation.
But it cannot be passed over. [he world will
not endure it. Britain, Frauce, and Russia, have
suggested reforms which the Sultan is consider-
ing, and it is to be hoped these powers will not
rest until the needed reform is secured or the
blighting ~ceptre of the Ottoman Turk forever

« removed.

Across ~New York city enjoys more of light
the Lime. and liberty than for many aday past.
Dr. Parkburst’'s Crusacde led to a terrible unveil-
ing of corruption and in a measure to its re-

{ moval : and now Mr. Roosevelt, newly appointed

chief of the Police commissioners, is manfully
carrying out the law and ridding the city from
the domination of the Sunday liquor traflic.

In some parts of the South on the other hand,
lawlessness seems to be in the increase. The

| negroes in a district of Texas were warned that if

they did not leave immediately they would be
shot. Some fled at once. An aged negro farmer
in comfortable circumnstances did not think the
threat would be carried out, and remained in
his home. A day or two later he was called to
the door by a number of men and shot. Whites
who shelter or side with the negro are threat-
ened with the same fate. It is a marveilous
thing that in that land with so much that is
greay and good, such & state of matters as exists
in some parts of the South can be allowed to
continue.
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(‘)l"' i‘wmc ;‘vm.];. lines, is of great value as a stimulus and encour-

o agement,  As iron sharpencth iron, &e.
'The To new subseribers for the Pressy- The Presbyterian Callege in the Maritime Pro-
Records.  prriax Record or the Children's | vinees may thus prove a benetit to the Church

Record, who puy now for the year 1806, they will
be sent free for the remainder of the present
year, a year and a half for the price of one year.

This is & good opportunity to get the Recorns
into mission flelds, and pluces where they are
not now taken. Send this notice to a friend in
some such fleld, or better still, send a purcel of
Recorbs to the end of 18906,

The Xdea?  ** Pig the sneeshin .ntil the sairmon™

Recovd.  was the answer of the old Scotch
woman whose pastor suggested taking a pinch
of snuff'to keep her awake in church. At the
risk of @ similar retory we venture a suggestion
for making the RecorDb more interesting,

People want more loeal news. Tosupply the de-
mand, congregations sometimes publish a sheet
for themselves, while the Presbytery of St.John
is medidating a local paper on a larger scale, and
in the North West, (Querterly Leaflets have heen
issued to supply the need.

One of the best means of meeting the **local”
want, ig by a *“cover” or ** leaf " for the Rucorn.,
Let each congregation that wishes it, get printed

there in o way that was not thought of when it
Legan, and in a measure that was undreamed of
by those who started the Summer School.

‘Fhe Marithme €. E.
Convention.

The sixth Annual Conven-
tion met in Trure, 20t}
Aug., and was atcended by about 400 delegates.
The first (" I%, Society in Nova Seotia was formed
Ly Rev. A. Rogers in Yurmouth. in 835, The
Maritimie C. E. Union was formed in Pictou in
1890, The report of the General Superintendent,
showed a total of 393 societies, with 27,00 mem-
bers, of which 8 societies with 2,500 members
were added during the past. year. Denomina-
tionally 330 of the Socicties arve Presbytervian;
and provineially, Nova Svotia has 381 societies,
New Branewick 182, and P. E. Island 62. The

s presence of = Father™ Clarke gave interest tothe

" meetings.

for itself a single leaf the size of the Ruconrp and |

paste it inside the front cover; or two leaves
may be printed, and, either inserted, or put on
us o cov er for the Reconp with a suitable name.

The sume thing might be done on a Jarger scale.
Let a presbytery print one side of a small sheet
with presbytery news, and each congregation
take a parcel of this partly printed sheet and get
printed on the other side its congregational news.
Then let the sheet be stitched or pasted into the
Reconb, or put on as a cover; and the readers,
for a few cents extra per year, would have the
RECORD for general church news, a page or two
with special presbytery news, and a page or two
relating solely to their own congregation. Nearly
11l even of our country congregations, are with-
in easy reach of some town or village where there
8 @ printing Lress and where they could get the
work well and cheaply done. And they would
Jhuas have ** An ideal Reconp.”

The Summer  The Summer School of Theology
Scheol in Hx. inthe Presbyterian College, Hal

ifax, has proved so successful that nearly all the
forty “beys™ who were there, want to go back
\gain, and it is likely to be continued next year.
It is especially helpiul and valuable to the minis-
ter who is much separated from his fellows.
Carrying on his work alone during the year, he
looks around and sees little sceming result of
that work, and looks within and feels that he is
getting intomonotony of thought, and he becomes
discouraged. To such am one the fortnight of
association with others in study atd conference,
and of listening to specialists along different

1
|

i
|

The New Brunswick soviclies have orcimze
a Provincial Union.

The resolutions adop.ed by the Canadiun dele-
wation at the C. 1. Convention in Boston, given
on another page, were it heautiful answer to the
action of our General Assembly on Young
People's Societies.

Pr. Warden’s  One of the important acts of last
Appointment.  _Assembly was the appointment.
of Dr. Warden as Dr. Reid’s successor, on the
retirement of the latter at the end of the present
year. The interests with which Dr. Warden is
now connected are important, and he asked
time for decision. What that decision may oe
is unknown. If duty should point to removal,
the loss will be sorely felt in Montreal by the

“different departimments of Church work with

which he i so closely identified.

Deathof The name of Mistawassis ( Big
Mistawassis.  Child) has long been familiar tos
those interested in Indian Missions in the Nortl
West, and it will iong be perpetuated in © Mista-
wiassis Reserve.”  But the old chief is gone. On:
Sunday 21st, July, he died on his reserve, 50 miles
West of Prince Albert, aged 80 years.

Many years ago when roaming the plains with
his band, he wmet the Presbyterian missionaries,
Revs. Jumes Nisbet and John Mackay, and was
deeply impressed with their teaching. So soon
as he had a reserve assigned him, in 187, he in-
vited Mr. Mackay (since deceased) to be his
missionary, and ever since, through the troubles
of the Reil rebellion, and at all other times, he
has stood loyal to his church and his country.
He withstood all efforts to induce him to join
the rcbels in 1835, and when the town of Prince
Albert w s threatened, he offered the help of
his band to protect its people.
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MISSION FIELDS ON PACIFIC COAST.
SOMPE NOTES BY REV. D, M. MACRAL,

Pender, Maine, and Galieno.

From these three Islands, Mr. Menzies, our
Missionary, writes ;—

¢ The temperance sentiment is in the aggres-
sive. The Sabbath, outraged in all r.auner of
forms a year ago, is now duly observed as @ day
of vest throughout the whole Mission.

The people inhabiting these islands have been
shamefully neglected in the past, .\ number of
the families were born in the country, but beyond
the reach of cducativnal advantages. Being
unable to read, the Bible was to them a sealed
book. The children are pow learning to read at
the day school and are nudertaking to teach their
parents to read the Bible, Little children from
four to twelve years of age come over bush trails
about four miles and return late in the evening
to be present at the Sabbath School.”

In the face of much discouragement, the Pres-
bytery entered upon the work in these Islands,
but, time has demonstrated the wisdom of our
action and our God has given marked tokens of
His approval. In this instance we have much
reason to thank God and take courage. Icannot
speak too highly of the work done by Mr. Menzies
iu this field.

Sooke, Mcetchosin, and Calderiwood.

Our work was never in a more promising con-
dition notwithstanding the severe financial
depression prevailing on the Coast.

Sooke is, at present, anxiously discussing the
need and wisdom of erccting a house of worship.
Caldwood, a third station, taken up last March,
has shown great vigor and is now taking steps
to build a little church.

St. Pauls, Victoria West.

This is one of the most thoroughly organized
missions under our care. The people are bravely
meeting all claims in connection with the church
debt, and at the same time contributing to the
various schemes of the church, and regularly
paying their portion of the pastor’s salary.
These can be little doubt but what this field
would have been self sustaining before this, had
it not been for the severe financial stringency
prevailing. The greater number, by far of the
membership of the church are laboring men and
it is this worthy class that suffers most under
such business depression as now exists. As
soon as business revives we hope to be able to
place this mission on the self sustaining list.

Northfield and English River.

Here the work is very discouraging. Like
most mining towns, this one is subject to perio-
dicwavesof alternating prosperity and adversity.
To ald this mnission and help out our Home Mis-
sion Com., we, at our last meeting of Presbytery,

decided to ndd to it Englishman's River, twenty-
six miles further up the coast, n favming com.
munity, where Mr. Russell, our missionary has
met with great success.

I cannot express too strongly the great neces-
sity of sending nothing but the very best men to
these mining towns where there are so often
those who are well eduented, and at the samne
time, drunken, dissolute and sceptical.  Many of
these men have listened to the finest preachers
in Europe and America, and to the most brilliant
sceptical speakers in the world, Not a few of
them are well versed in the Free Thought litera-
ture of this and past generations, and pride
themselves on being able to make suaceessfnl
assanlts upon God's Word and His people. How-
ever I have known some, even of these, who have
vielded to the power of the Gospel.

Albernd.

Three weeks ago I visited this field and found
the work in a most flourishing state. M.
Menzies who has recently entered the fiela has
been most suceessful.  The churel is tilled every
evening. The stations at Beaver Creck and
Sproat Lake are well attended.

Union AMines.

We are happy to report that this chureh in the
very near future will be self sustaining  On the
25th inst., I expect to open a new church there,
a neat comfortable building seating about four
hundred and costing §3,000.

Coligny Colleze A5 our readers are aware tnis

Ottawa, Young Ladies Boarding School
is the property of our Church. Its success of
recent years has been most encouraging and it
now ranks high among the educational institu-
tions of the country  ‘hesituation and buildings
are all that can be desirved for health and com-
fort. The grounds, embracing several acres, are
beautifully Iaid out and are utilized for lawn-
tennis and other healthful games. The teaching
stall’ consists of specialists in their respective
departments. The home life of the College is a
very happy one. Parents desiring for their
daughters a thorough ecducation in.a refined
Christian home can with confidence send them
to Coligny College, Ottawa.

Applications for admission should be addressed
to Rev. Dr. Warden, Box 1169, Post Office, Mon-
treal, from whom circulars may be obtained. We
learn that the number of boarders is rapidly
filling up for next session so that early applica-
tion should be made. Several were disappointed
last fall because of their applications being too
late.

The missionaries in India are indignant that o
firm of European silversmiths should undertake
an order to make & bull to be worshipped at &
Hindoo temple. The bull is to be of silver, and
life-size.
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Thanks, The report on Home Missions, West, i A BREWZL FROM GEBORGIAN BAY.

says : “The I M. Committee eannot adequately
express their gratitude to the Scottish and Irish
Churches for the generous and timely aid ren- | missionary, Mr. A. W. McIntosh, 1o & minister
dered at this erisis in our great North-West mis- | friend. 1t isout of the line of ut'cnmbn'ttc .but;
sion work. The appenl made to them by My Joon 0 iention twice o week with Killarney

ord resnlte 1 ¢ in an addition to . .
?he(12:‘1(];“80}“"“0;1 ggro(;)(;':))o lblu t l: s create:l a I by means of o tug during the season of naviga-
S, arly S4, . S e . ] P oy N
! nearly ' N tion.  In winter itis “shut in. There is an

H : i . on® worls oy

ﬁ:“_’;’ll‘?::::{:-r&‘t':fl"m"t tn our great work, never  irvegular weekly mail which comes by stage
Very speeial thanks ore aso due he congre- ! h;.u}’,lfi‘llf"]%‘ 0: w.)uclf fifty Is on m-.. I‘n-nchod
gations of our own Church and generous in- :'1::,1 s;c:l in April, coming the last 43 miles ona
dividuals, who, in addition to their regular con- ',l?];ox*o .m‘o ot ten acres of fertile land within
tributions for Home Missions, helped to makenp | « . i e New
the large deficit of nearly $10,000 that faced the . L;x‘l'(‘:‘)‘nlil]1;;"1’1‘:]):(1‘1‘;1;,;“[’) ‘;1[’1 glll:d:;cl:)‘t; c’:":gl:;‘mn"ﬁ\:
conlnnittce i;x March. They have their ""“'“}“I i;' summit where not swept by the great fire of 15

making glad the hearts and homes of our hard- " | = R I . e
wrought missionaries, whosesalaries, even when ‘\10_‘5‘:5‘:,\{"_) N \ ‘t;”-] :p)??d":g"}.c “m])f.lf] Oue won.
paid in fall, are too little in comparison with the (fh here "', rees get their nourishinent, .'.md
Sorvices rendered.” w 11(-rc the roots go, but certain it is they flourish.
Where the rocks have been cleared of trees they
were but reeently white with the bells of the
blueberry blossom., and will soon be literally blue
with berries. I have been many miles up the

%or,r.lx's INLET isa lumbering village on the
North shove of the Georginn Bay, writes the

Socinland Moral  As inquiries are frequently
State of the Weste made about the state of
society in the West and its suitability for the up. % €
bringing of familics, a brief statement may be ! river to meet the river drivers who ave bringing
given. Mr. George Johnson. the Dominion down th‘o logs, and =uch numbers and varieties
Statistician, states that ** Manitoba increased its | of beautiful flowers and mosses I have seldon
population 131 per cent. between 1881 and 1891, | S¢en clsewhere,
but that there was anactual decrease of eriminals | Most of the peopie here in summer are young
during the same time.”  “Lawlessness,” he says, | 1men who come when the milling scason begins
“dous not seem to have a grip on Manitoba; on and leave when itends. They come from all
the contrary, law seems w have a firm hold on parts of On?urio, and are of all denominations,
the people, and this gives promise of making Some are wild and careless, some quiet'nnd wen-
Manitoba and the North-West highly attractive tlemanly, some earnestly Christian. Wealways
to settlers who desire to bring up their families | h2V¢ a goodly number at our meetings on Sun-
in honest ways.” This is fair summing up of the | 4ays.
case. One good thing is that there s no iquor here.
1f the record of British Columbia is not quite | Both l’r?si(leut and Manager are strongly op-
50 good as east of the Mountains, the neglect of | Posed toit, much to the good of the men and
the Presbyterian Church to do her work in carly | the help of the student.
days, is partly respousible, but it is pleasing to| The Sunday-school was ept epen ali winter
report that the record is steadily improving. by two earnest Christian men here, who now
East of the Rocky Mountains the Sabbath is as | 2lso give me, in ail the work, the greatest encour-
well kept as in the best districts of Outario, and ; agement and help.
the services of the sanctuary are attended by the | This field is supplied by the Knox College Stu-
bulk of the people. West of the Mountains things | dents’ Society ina somewhat different way from
are not quite so satisfactory, but a decided im- | that in which their fields usually are.  The stu-
provement is noticed in recent years. Life in dent here teaches day-school during the week,
the West is held sacred, the marriage tie bind- | and preaches on Sunday. The day-school, the
ing, and the rights of property are respected. Wednesday nizht meeting, two services on Sun-
The presence of the Indian at some points, | dity, and Sunday-school, leave one not a great
with his low views of virtue, has been hurtful, deal of spare time; but the time is so short and
but healthy public opinion is gradually curing | one likes to doas much as possible in the six
this evil. Were the Indians forbidden to prowl | months during which the field is supplied.
abeut villages and towns, and confined to their | The school is small, and half of the pupils are
reserves ; were the children compelled to attend | French or half-breed children, making the work
school, and white people forbidden to trespass on | of teaching them quite different from that of
Indian reserves, visit Indian camps, or frequent | teaching in the more settled parts of Ontario.
Indian rancheries, health and morals would be | Howeverthe work here is agrecable, and much
gainers. It is too much to expect, however, that | more pleasant than that of many of our students,
changes of this kind, however desirable, should | who have to struggle agrinst secret and open
come at once.~—Iome Mission Report. opposition, and all manner of vice, of which
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whiskey drinking is always one; and who re.
ceive help and encouragement from none but
God,  But happy is he who hias God on his side,
forif * lle be for ns who can he against us?”
“'The Lord reigneth.”

A PLEA FOR HOME MISSIONS.

BY REV. THOMAS MCAFEE, EMERSON, MAN,

Som
¢ “(' UR land for Christ,” should be the prayer

Cgl of every truly patriotic heart. It is a
poor patriotism that has no Christ to give it life
and direction.

Almost every nationality is here represented.
Scotland and England and Ireland have moulded

the life of the Dominion, but others have founded -

homes, and become loyal citizens. From Ger.
many, and Russia, and France, and Iceland,
there come to us colonists to seek the bread that
has been denied them in their own land. or if
not denied, dealt out with a niggardly hand
And when they come to us it is surely ours to
wive them the Bread that never perisheth,

We look back to-day over the development of
the country ; and the condition and struggles of
the early settlers present & wonderful picture.
Theirs was a hard lot, but with courage they
faced the difticulities, 1t was a conrage, I think,
mingled with the fear of God.

In scenes, such as I have now in mind, was
laid the foundation of many a noble character.
fna small elearing in the dense forest a humbie
cabin has been erected. It is rough, and all that
can be said for it is, that it is a shelter from the
storm. But every log was placed as a labor of
‘ove, and with grateful heart to God. In the
quict of a summer evening as you draw near
Jiat humble home you hear the overflow of
heart in song. It is the shepherd's Psalm, and
far away from the home of early days, and amid
such primitive surroundings, devout hearts can
sing :—

‘“'The Lord’s my shepherd, I'll not want,
He makes me down to lie

In pastures green ; he leadeth me
The quiet waters by.”

But we change the scene, and far away over
the ser, where the heather blooms, and the
ovean roars as it beats againt the rock-bound
coast, we enter a home where there is great
sorrow. It is not the sorrow of death, bhut of a
separation which seems to the sorrowing ones as
dark as death.  We hear the father, like an aged
patriarch bless his boy, ““The Lord bless thee
and keep thee,” and the mother clings to her son
with all a mother’s affection. There is another
100 whose sorrow is deep and sacred, but the boy
must go. In anotherland he niust make a home
for his aged parents, and the companion of hix
chiidhood days, and he comes here to add an-
other moral unit to the strength and glory of
this land.
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Canadian life. Families have been separated

never again to meet, around the old hearth, and

graves lie far apart, ‘1 shall not sleep in the

sepulchre of my fathers,” said one who for many

years served faithfully our church, and over

whoso grave the winds of the prairie now sing
I their mournful dirge.

As o new country we have great privileges, and
wreat dangers.  We stand almost nt the fountain
head, and have the direction of thestream. This
stremm shall one day become a mighty river,
Shall it be foul or cleart Canada will develope,
and the question that should concern us most is,
shall she develope along moral lines?  Only as
. we give the Gospel. Under the Evangel, east

and west, mountain and prairie, shall rejoice
and blossom,  We must be agressive, and shep-
- herd the seattered members of the flock. They
once loved the chureh of their fathers: to many
* her very dust is dear.” Give them the Word,
ot them again sing the songs of Zion. Then
~hall they be glad when they have seen the Lord.

In this way will the moral atmosphere become
pure. Then may we expect those who make and
administer law to be honest and pure minded,
Especially at this time should we pray :—

* God give us men! .\ time like this demands

Strong minds, great hearts, true faith and

ready hands—

Men whom the lust of oftice does not kill 3

Men whom the spoils of oftice cannot buy 3

slen who possess opinions and a will,

Men who have honor, men who will not lie

Men who will not lie to God —to man who wiil

not lie."”

Upon our church rests a heavy re<ponsibility.
May she acquit herself well! Other lands are
helping us in this work. Scotland, and England,
and Ireland come nobly to our aid. Let us all
have some part in this grand work ; praying if
we cannot give,nnd if God has enabied us to give
of our substance :~

* Give as we would if an angel
Awaited our gift at the door;
(iive as we would if tomorrow,
Found us where waiting is o’er;
(iive as we would to the Master,
If we et His searching looks :
Give as we would of our substance,
If Iis hand our offering took.”

!
‘ There is a wonderful pathos in much of our
|

He who wants to be led of God will be sure to
find God ready to lead him; but he who is led of
God must go as God leads. He must not choose
his own way, and then expect God to go with him.

Scripture is more terrible in its mysterious
reserve ahout the ¢ wrath to come,” than any
picture man could paint. There is more patheti.
and awful meaning in the one word, * the lost.”
than in any attempt of ours to expand the
)} thought.—Dear Chiurch.
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Lapsimg,. The steange story in last  issue,
“Monntain Whites in the South” has o deep in-
terest for us. They are our kinsmen, chiefly
from Presbyterian stock of the north of Albion
and Evin ; and their present condition is a sad
example of the lapsing into practical heathenism,
of intelligent religious people, when left without.
the school-house and the chinreh, There they
are, nearly as many as the whole population of
Canada, o sad object lesson that should stimulute
our own and other churches to the utmost
diligenee, in sending the Gospel to every settle-
ment of our wide Dominionand keeping it there,

CHILDREN'S DAY,
BY REV. T. F. FOTHERINGHAM.

WIIE last Sabbar. 1 in September has been s.t

apart by the General Assembly as * Child-
ren's Day,™ when special services are to be held
in connection with Sabbath Schools and a col
lection taken up in behalf of the Assembly’s
Sabbath School funds. Last year over 300 schools
observed the occasion and made use of 44,500
copies of the special service prepared by the Sab-
bath School Conumittee. A much larger number
is expected to take part this year. The new
serviee for this year is entitled ** The Dew of thy
Youth,” and is bright and instructive. The
readings are aptly arranged, and all the music
is taken from ounr ** Children’s Hymnal.,” While
full of variety it is yet so simple that any school
can “go through” it with little or no previous
rehearsal, At its late meeting in London, the
General Assembly uranimously adopted the fol-
lowing resolution :

*The Genera! Assembiy Jearns with pleasure
that ** Children’s Day ™ is growing in favor with
the Sabbath Schools of the Chureh, and recom-
mends ity still more nniversal observanee, with
{lw‘pse of the service prevared Ly the Commit-

ce.

The Committee would venture to make a;

special appeal this year in order to enable them
to wipe out the debt that is resting upon then.
We have good reason to hope that this accumu-
lation of deficits will grow no larger, since our
income last year very nearly met our expendi-
ture, but it wouid relieve the Committee from
much anxiety and some of its members from
heavy financial obligations incurred on behalf of
our work, if the "vhole could be paid oft’ this year.
Accordingly the following plan is suggested for
adoption by all our schools:

Collection envelopes will be sent to every
school using the concert service with the request
that they be distributed to teachers and scholars
as soon astheyarereceived. Parentsand friends
of the work, especially those not connected with
the Sabbath School, but willing in this way to
show their interest and appreciation, will be
asked to contribute. and the amount given will
bLe enclosed in these envelopes and handed in at
the Children's Day service. A very slight cffort
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will meet with a Hberal respouse, nnd the Com-
mittee will be relieved from a disconraging
burden. They would earnestly request all the
readers of the Recorn to lend their assistance
in securing a hearty response to this appeal.
There are many who could eusily donate luge
sums and would do so if they realized the im-
portance of the work of the Committee. A brief
summary of Inst report has been sent to every
minister and superintendent, and additional
copies ean be obtained from the convener.

The hearty observance of “Children’s Day
cannot bt result in good every way. Will vou
dear reader, do your pirt in making it n success?
You ean do much by interesting the young people
you know in the oceasion, by attending yourself,
by speaking an appreciative word to the super-
intendent and teachers, and by making some
scholar glad with o liberal donation to the col-
feetion envelope.  Shonld there be no observance
of the day in.the Sabbath School in which you
are more innnediately interested, & subseription
sent direet to the convener will be thankfully
received and promptly acknowledged.

All remittances of money should be sent to

the convencer, Rev. . I. Fotheringham, 107
Hazen St., St. John, N.B.
THY, GENERAL AND

ASSEMBLY
YOUNG PEOPLE'S SOCIETIES.

c‘%\HE General Assembly at London in June

$  took the important step of appointing n
Standing Committee on Young People's Socie-
ties, For a generation past there has been
Committee on Sabbath schools, whose work has
bheen of grent value to the schools and to the
Church. At various times, of late years, the
question of young people’s organizations has
been before the Assembly.  In IS0 it was
recommended that @ Young People’s Society of
Christian Endeavor orsimiliar association shonld
be orzanizied in congregations.  In 1891 a ¢on-
stitution for & Young People’s Home Missionury
Society, auxiliary to the lHome Mission Com-
mittee, was sanctioned.  Three years ago
Committee was appointed to draft aconstitution,
under which the various young people’s organi-
zittions throughout the Church might he unified.

At the late Assembly there scemed to be a.
general feeling that a  Standing Connmittees
mightbe serviceable in bringing the young peo; le
move closely into touch with one another and
with the work of the Church. Au “overture™
or proposal, losking in this direction was accord-
ingly prepared and presented to the Assembly.
The reasons presented in its support, were, in
substance, the following ;—The high importance
to themselves and to the Church of the Christian
nurture of the young people and their training in
work ; the fact that there exist already within
the ~ongregations of the Church upwards of niue
hundred socicties of Christian Endeavor, not to
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speak of a large number of other young people’s
organizetions, and that such societies are on the
increase; the desirability of some direct medium
of communication between the General Assembly
and these societies ; the likelihood that a stind.
ing Committee would serve a good purpose as
such medium, and would be useful to the
Assembly and the young people in guthering
informatien as to the numbers, methods, opera-
tions, and progress, of the various societies ; in

helping to quicken the spivitual lifeand activities ;

of the young people and to promote among them
an intelligent and abiding enthusiasm for our
Church and its great enterprises, and in seeking
to unite more closely in the work of the Church,
at home and abroad, the various societies now
existing or which may be formed.

The proposal was adopted by the unanimous
consent of the Assembly, and a Committee,
representing all parts of the Church from Halifax
to Vietoria, was named ; the Committee to in-
clude also the conveners of simiiar Committees
of Synods and Presbyteries.

The Committee, which will be called together
early in September, was left by the Assembly
without definite instructions, It is to frame its
own policy and shape its own plans in dezail
These will in all likelihood follow the lines sug-
gested in the overture. The Committee exists
for the young people of the Church. [t will seek
for full information in regard to organizations at
present in operation and will encourage the for-
mation of new societies wherever there is room
for them. It will, so furas the young people will
take it into their confidence, voice their nceds
and wishes to the General Assembly. It will
seelk, through all available channels, to promote
loyalty on the part of the young people, first of
all, to Christ, the Heavenly Master, then to one
another, to their own Church, and its great mis-
~ionary, cducational, and benevolent schemes.
What & magnificent phalanx, the young people
of the Presbyterian Church in Canada, Landed
together in Christ’s nime under the blue banner,
for Christ and the Church! The Committee will
tike pains, further, to encourage fellowship and
co-operation with all Christian workers by what-
ever name called.

In advance of the general mecting of the Com-
mittee in September, the Synods and Presbyter-
its have been invited to appoint committees on
young people’s societies within their bounds.
None of the Synods have as yet met, but a large
number of the fifty Presbyteries in Canada have
already sent in the unames of the conveners of
their newly appointed commitlecs. In some
cases such Committees had been previously in
operation with much encouragement.

A post card circular was also addressed to
every MMinister and Home DMissionary, whose
address could be obtained--about 1,250 in all—
explaining the object of the Comimittee and ask-

ing for the name in full of all young prople's
societies, and the name and Post Office address
of the corresponding sceretary or similar ofticors
in cach case, the purpose being to discover what
societies exist, where they lie and how they
are to be reached. [undreds of replies have
already been received, and eack mail brings an
additional batch, Most of the socicties are
on the Christian Endeavor basis, but not a few
are Home Missionary, besides Young People’s
Assaciations, Boys' Brigades, ete.

Along with the returns have come many strong
expressions of gratifleation ub the Assembly's
action in appointing the Committee, and assur.
ances of readiness to help on in its work., A
Novi Scotia, missionary writes, 1 believe a
careful and intelligent_oversight, such as your
Committee proposes, will be of great value;” a
New Brunswick minister,—* Lam glad we ha
a1 Committee like yours at work ;" one from
Ottawan,—* I am deeply in symparthy with the
work and purpose of your Committee and trust
thg\t, its end, most desirabie, may be accom-
plished.” From the Convener of the Presbytery
of Torontos Committee this gnod word comes, ~
“Tam assured that the appointment of a Com-
mittee_ on_ Young People's Societies by thg
Assembly is a wise step. It is well that the
Assembly should know the full value that these
societies are to the Churchy” and this from a
corresponding-seeretary of one of the Toronto
societies,—** We trust_that your Committee will
be very successful. We will be glad to doany-
thing in_our power to assist.” A\ ministerina
town in Western Ontario says,—* Iaum very glad
that our Youny People’s Socicties are hencetorth
to have as distinet a place in onr ecelesiastical
orzanization as the Sabbath School hias had for
some time ;" and the Convener of the Preshytery
of Winnipeg's Committee,—* T will be glad to
seeure for you any information, ete,, you may
desire.”

The Convener of the Assembly’s Comnmittee
may be allowed to add that he will count it a
areat privilege to hear fromas many young people
and Young People's Socicties as care to write to
him at any time in reference to their progress or
their difficulties. The Committee wishes to hold
itsulf freely at the service of the yvungiife of the
Church, R. DovaLas FRASER, Convener,

St. Paul's Manse, Bowmanville, Ont.

our Church. At the rally of Canadian Presby-
terians at the Boston Christian Endeavor Con-
vention, Rev. W. P, Cruikshank, of Montreal, in
the chair, the following resolutions were unani-
mously and heartily adopted :

1. That this meeting, consisting of represen-
tatives of the Christinn Endeavor societies {ron
Presbyterian Churches in the Dominion of Can-
ada, place on record our appreciation of the pric-
tical interest taken in Young People’s societies
by the late General Assembly in the appointment
of 2 Young People's Committee to have -pecial
oversight of this branch of church work.

2. That we further reatlivm our loyalty to the
church of our choice and our earnest endeavor to
be of service in the church for the great King
and Head.

Representatives were present from Nova Scotin
P. L. Island, New Brunswick, Quebee and On-
tario. A good responseto the General Assembly.,
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Our fovcign Wissions,

Leisters from The letters this month are all
the Fledd.  pteresting.  Mr.  MacKenzie's
from the New Hebrides, the extract of Mr.
Annand's report, the letters of Messrs. Goforth
and Slimmon from Chinn, and of Miss Fraser
from India, will all repuy careful perusal, The
snake worship of the Chinese as described by
Mrv. Goforth will be news to many.  There is
another letter. on page 213, by the United States
Minister to China, which is of specinlimportance
as showing the views of a statesman who has
been twenty years in Chinu and has had unusual
facilities for knowing whereof he writes,

Chinese The Chinese work in B.C. is
work in B.€. heing  vigorously pushed by

Messrs, Winchester and Colman.  Inaccordance
with the request of the Synod of B.C., Mr.
Coliman will in future reside in the mainland.
Mr. Winchester and his native helper rem dning
in Victoria.

A FEappy  Nof many years ago the Maharajah
Change  “lolkar was hostile to the work in
Indore, ana showed that hostility in many ways.
Al @ recent meeting, the F. M. Committee in
Toronto instructed its Secretary to write to His
Highness, expressing the thanks of the Com-
mittee, and of the Church in Canada, for his
decidied interference on behalf of the persecuted
Christians at Indore, which bas put ar end to
the ~ersecutions for the time heing.

New Centre Tor more than ten years our mis-

inKndin  sion in India has been wrought
from five centres, Mhow, Indore, Ujjain, Rut-
lam, and Neemuch,
decided to take a forward step and settle a mis-
sionary at Dhar, an important centre of popu-
lation which has been visited for some time by
our missionarics. Rev. N. Il. Russell and wife,
and Margaret O'Ilara, M.D., will occupy the
new station.

Off to Chinn. On Monday, 12th August, Mrs.
Goforth, Miss MceKenzie and Rev. Mr. Mitchell,
who was recently ordained to the work, left
Toronto for our mission field in North Ionan,
Mrs. Goforth returns to a labor in which she has
beer  well proved. JMiss McKenzie goes as a
helper with Mes, Goforth. Mr. Mitchell after
earning n good degree in Home Mission Fields,
goes to undertake work among the heathen. Dr.
and Mrs, McClure will join them in Minneapolis,
and once more there will be a strong band in
ilonan, If only a kind Providence were to res-
tore Dr. Smith and Mrs. McVicar to complete
health and enable these tried workers once more
totake up their loved task : but they h .. iven
themselves in laying the foundations of a work

[

~come for a limited period.
The . M, Committee has

which has proved more successful, in the short
time, than most of Chinese Missions, They have
not labored in vain, and if now they cunnot join
in it as they would like, God knows hest, The
worlz is His.

The Mivsion
Steamer,

Rev, J, Lawrie, Missionary of the
Free Chureh to Aneityum, writes
as foliows to the Australion Witness :—

““ One of the oldest missionaries in the group,
during the recent debate in the Mission Synod,
characterized the whole scheme as a *sinful
waste of the Lowvd’s money,” and when we re-
member that the Maritime service at present
doing the work of the mission, at a cost within
our income, was originated for the most part by
Preshyterian loymen in answer to wtissionary
appeals ngainst French annexation, we would do
well to consider twice before we turn our backs
on those whae, while establishing their Company
on . commercial hasis, helped us in our time of
need, The conditien of affairs in the New He-
brides has altered so much since a mission
steaumer was fivst mooted that the Mission Synod
recommended the reconsideration of the whole
question,”

The opinion of Rev. J. W. MacKenzie, our own
wissionary, is given in his letter in this issue.

St Luein, Rev. W. L. Macrae of Trinidad,
writes to Mr, Morrison from St. Lugein, where he
had been for a few days looking after the work
there: *“I Lrought Paul Bhukhan with me to
see the plice, with the hope that he might sce

. his way clear to take charge of the work here for

a time. We have now been ronnd the whole
fleld, and today he has promised me detinitely to
I ~hall therefore on
3 return to Trinidad recommend to the Mission
Council that he be ordained and placed over the
work in St. Lucia for one year,

Since our arrival fourteen days ago, we have
wrought hard in order to overtake the whole tield
in St. Lucin and all the schools. We came in
from the country to-day, one meeting to-night
will complete our work, and we leave in the
morning for Trinidad. Since coming I baptized
about fifty persons and married one couple.

In our largest cities there arc about twelve
saloons to every church. The marvel is that
one church, running three hours per week, so
nearly counteracts fwelve selvons runniag 126
lours per week, as 1o e caurcli-going respeet-
able and saloon.guing vicious. The ratio in
hours of work is as 3 to 552, or 1 to 204, with
human hearts naturally in sympathy with the
204, When grace can take the side of the 1 and
overnutch the formidable hostile forces, what
might the Church accomplish if it would only
rise up in its strength and double its energy,—
Church at Ilome and Abroad.
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LETITER FROM THI: NEW HEBRIDES.
BY REV. 1. MACKENZIE,
Erakor, Efate, New Hebrides,
June 10th, 1895,

EIL\R Mgi. Morrisox, -1 am glad to say that
my daughter and I are keeping well; in-
deed, my own health has not been better for
years. We enjoyed the change to Ancityum, to
the meeting of Synod, a few weeks ago, very
much. The fellowship with kindred spirits was
truly delightful and soul-refreshing.  The ten
days we were away passed ali too quickly. How
ditferent from the olden times when we went in
the Dayspring. and were away five or six weeks.

But even away out here we are advancing, and
were you 1o peep into many of our native's huts

W,

at night you would see that they are not sta- |

tionary. I remember when we came mong
them, some of them used to string a number of
candle-nuts on the mid-rib of a cocoanut leaf.
and this made a very good light solong as it
lasted. Then I advised them 1o make cocoanut
oil. which they did, and I ordered small, cheap
lamps for them. ‘This was 2 great improvement.
but after a time they were not satistied with
even these, and so they must have kerosene
lamps. As there is a store at TFila Harbour
where they can purchase both lamps and kero-
sene, I have seen many of them taking home 2
four-gallon can.

But to get back to the meeting It was by far
the largest we have ever had  Including one or
two visitors, there were thirty six adults and
nine children present. Not a missionary in the
ficld was absent.

One of the most important subjects before us
for consideration was the new Dayspring.
one point we were almost unanimous, and that
was regret that the Foreign Missions Com. of Vie-
toriz had acted so hastily in ordering the vessel to
be Bmilt. Before taking such o step. the Synod
shold have been consulted, especially as to
have done so would only have caused a2 delay of
afew months.,

voted against having a vessel built.

ing fair satisfaction.

Our prople are now busy preparing their arrow
root.
ure, as two days after they commenced it rain
began to pour, and it continued wet for five
days. Al that was made those two days had to
he leit in the tabs, and we thought it wonld be
all spoiled. To-day being a beautiful, sunny
day, we turned it out on sheets to dry, and were
delighted to find that it was all right. Had it
been partially dried, it would doubtless have
spoiled. We have not yet heard what last year's
contribution realized, but hope to hear soon.

On i

1ad the order to build not been *
sent to Scotland, the majority of us would have |
Her annual -
expense. we think, will be much more than is |
paid for the present steam service. which is giv-

We were afraid it was going to be a fail. |

We expect to have a larger quantity this year
than we had last.

The good work is progressing slowly, ou
steadily, at Mele. Over sixty have joined us
since this time last year. In one sense, we are
better pleased that they are coming in gradaally,

Pas we can overtake them more guccessfully in
school. We are managing very nicely, both there
and at Fila, in regard to the language. As you
may be aware, the language of these two islets
is altogether difterent from that spoken on the
mainland of Efate. When we began to visit
them, none of the children and but few of the
women could understand the Ifatese. Most of
the men could understand it. and some of themn
could speak it, as they had had more intercourse
with the mainland.
Teachers from Erakor have been sett.ed at
! both Fila and Mele, and Efatese books have been
| placed in their hands ; and so now, not only can
I the women and children understand the Efatese,
but most of them can speak i, Strange, their
language is like that of Aniwa and Futuna. and
like the Samoan.

Among those who recently renounced heathen-
ism at Mele is Mal, the principal chief of the
island. In days gone by he did his best to pre-

'\‘vnt us from visiting them, and on more than

{one oceasion threatened my life.  Those who
have not yet come in are quite friendly, and not
only allow the teachers to have service in their
huts, but some of them ask them to do so. The
saime time the chief just referred to joined us,

{ several children came to chureh for the first time
along with their parents.

Another little boy whose fatheris still heathen
{was very anxious te come with them. but his
father would not consent. When he saw the
| other boys start off; he hegan to ery, and kepton
! crying the greater part of the day. The father's
" heart was touched. and in the evening he allowed
him to go to Sabbath-school, so he Lounded off
with 2 happy heart. Ie had ona man's shirt

hich someone had lent him for the oceasion.

The Mele people—although until recently they
huried the first-born alive, thinking the mother
wonld hiave no more children if they failed to
do so—are very fond of their children. iner
looking children you cannot find anywhere in
the group.
, Inmy last report I told you how grieved I was
that a number of my young men, to whom I had
devoted a good deal of time, had been taken
away to Queensland. I am glad to know that
my interest in them has not been altogether
fruitless. Several of them have since written to
me, expressing their sorrow for having gone
away, and assuring me that they have not for-
gotten the instruction I gave them.

One thing especially made their hearis very
sore, as they expressed it. They heard that
some of their class-mates whom they had lefs
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behind were now settled out as teachers, work-
r

ing for the Lord Jesus, whereas they were serv.

ing an earthly master.

Que of them wished to know if it would be
right for him to ttach others, having left school
as he had done.  He said that there were some
heathen natives from other islands working cn
the saume plantation with him, who had asked
him to teach them. I of course told him that if
his conduct was exemplary it would be quite
right for him to do so.
he told me how pleased they were that he was
instructing them.  They asked him how he had
Jearned so much about God and His Word, and
he replied : ¢ My missionary taught me inschool
from the time I was a little boy.” " When I
told them this,” he adds, “how they did praise
you.

How grieved I was to hear of the death of my |

life-long friend, James Forrest. The world «eems
much lonelier to me since T heard of his removal
to the lome above. What a sterling character
he was. How you must miss him in 1alifax.

OPPOSITION ON SANTO.
AS REPORTED BY REV. J. ANNAND TO THE
N.H. MISSION SYNOD.

©en
THE usual cevangelistic work has been
25 carried on in South Santo during the
vear Services were held on Sundays in seven
villages, more or less regularly.  Five of the six
ont places where we preach have this year been

worked from Tangoa, as we have not heen able |

to obtain teachers to settle among the people.

With the aid of two teachers from Ngnna, our !

late cook, and our two church member lads, we
have managed by preaching the gospel to stir up
the enmity of the older men of the heathen
around us.

On the 2sth September Jast I received three
more young people into church fellowship, by
baptism and their public profession of their
faith in Christ : and men and their wives, Since

that date the opposition of the enemy hax been '

strenuous.  The leading men of Tangoa forbade

the bush people coming to us, or listening to the |

zospel ; at the same time circulating all manner
of false stories about the effects of the new
doctrine.

About Christmas a number of women. chiefly
independent widows, and three boys, began
soming to the evening school. This brought
matters to a crisis. At a public feast. early in
January, some symbolism, indicating that the
missionary must be put out of the way, was
exhibited. A week or two later & company of
bush men friendly to the worst people here,
came with food for sale, and requested me to go
once cvery week to acertain place on the shore
some two miles distant, to buy food. Thix, ax
shown by later evidence, was to get me awnay

Some time afterwards ;

the enemy. IHaving a large family then to feed
I consented to go.

In the meantime, before market day arrived,
one of the worst men on Tangon came on to our
1 premises one midnight with his axe, threatening
to kill his son who wis then coming to school
against orders, and also threatening to kil
Patara the Christian Jad who was encouraging
the boy to attend school. This man was dis-
armed and sent home after vigorous words of
warning from the Tongoans who were then
with us, and others.

The man's anger was hot and fierce, and ven-
! geance was donbiless determined.

' I went to the above mentioned market and
found our cnemy of the midnight incident there
before us. A week later T again went, but in

| the meantime I invited Mr. Landels to come and

share the food. Our number being thus rein-

forced no opportunity offered for mischief, T did

not o a third time, as we were getting abun-

dance of food from arother tribe in the opposite
direction from the mission house.

The Sunday following the market day when
Mr. Landels and I met, one of iy teachers and I
went to the hills to visit the people who had
originated the market. One of our shore cne-
. mies was there, but kept ot of our sight.  Sev-
' eral suspicious circumstances came to my notice
there, consequently after visiting two vilages
further inland we determined to return home
another way to avoid treachery on the path.

The foilowing Sabbath our late cook and the
- teacher who accompanied me, went inland. Two
men told them to tell the missionary that the
Tangoans had given some of the bushmen cari-
vidges with which toshoot him, that he was nat
to go to the market again.  Our preachers also
saw traces of firex and other indications thata
company had been lying in wait {or us on the
paih the previous Sunday. The two {riendly
bushmen said that they, the Tangoans. wished
10 do with the missionary as they had done with
Ay Sawers. To us forewarning was forearming.
"I sunnnoned the Tangoans and iold them what
they were doing, and said that anything happen-
ing to me or any of our teachers, they sheuld
bear the punishment, as they had hired the
Ybushmen to do their bad deeds.

I Since then all the above and much more evil

has come fully to light. The cartridges were

' returncd to me, and peace restored.  Now, so far

"as I know, they bate ceased secking to kill me

"and have taken to killing one amother.  The

' wospel is still vinging in their cars. lHowever

: the above and other irvoubles have caused the

"women to leave our cvening school for the
present.  Two deaths on our station lately had

: a bad influence.

Tho storv of the imminent peril of our missionaries in
Tanzea, adjoining Santo, from which the latter is wrought,
was given in Substance in last issuc.  The above ac-ount

.

from the station and wholly within the power of 1 1swere complete. Ed.
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Haifa and  On our table is an interesting
Dr. Webster, document; a petitition from a
number of residents in Haifa to the Toreign
Mission Committee, regarding Dr. Webster.  As
already known he was our missionary to the
Jews in Palestine, and after prospecting the
country he settled at Haifa, a small town on the
Mediterranean, at the foot of Mt. Carmel. A
few months later he was called to a chair in the
Syrian Protestant College at Beyrout.  With the
consent of the ¥. M. Com. he accepted, and onr
mission in Palestine is in the meantime closed.

The petition, written in Arabie, with an Eng-
lish translation on the opposite page, is as fol-
lows :—

Haifa, Palestine,
Hamilton Cassels, Esq., June Sth, Y5,

Sir,

We, the undersigned beg to take the liberty
of sending this onr peiition to you, and beseech
you toread it with close attention. It is with
grest sorrow that we heard of the Committee's
order to Dr. Webster to remove to Beyrout, We
are sure if the Committee had known how much
his services are required here, she would not
have passed that order, We will not overrate

them if we <1y that they have given life to many i

poor people here who could not afford being
treated by any other doctor. We are sure if the
Committee were to know Liow many hundreds of
these poor people are in this district, how miser-
able and necessitious they are, she would sym-
pathize with them and never allow the removal
of Dr. Webster, who is so kind to them, so hum-
IMe and polite to others, and sv true and fervent,
tnat we cannot think for one monent of his de-
parture without the fcel of pain.

We therefore would entreat you, for heaven's
sake, to keep, if possible, Dr. Webster amongst
us, and if not, to send another doctor of the same
principles to fill his post. We and all the rest of
the people of this town are very sensible to your
kindness, and own our gratitude and obligation
to you for the beneficial work you kindly started
amongst us.

In fine we warmly beg you to let us know what
you would decide upon this matter, by a reply
addressed to Mr. .\bdulla Ballosh, who is good
enough to give us this translation.

3lost obliged und grateful.

Here follows a curious feature, the long list
of seals and signatures, in various devices and
tongues ; Hebrew and Arabic, Greek and Latin,
English, German, Rassian, and French, dead and
living languages, strangely intermingling, print-
ed, stamped, or scrawled, in crowded confusion
to the cend.

Treaining  The Presbytery of Indore has pre-
inlIndore. pared a scheme for the training of
Bible readers and Catechists, which will corres-
pond in some measure with the course in Theo-
logical Colleges at home

SNAKE WORSHIP IN CHINA.
BY REV. J. GOFORTH.

Chang-te-Fu, Honan,
- 25th June, 1895.

PRESBYTERIAN RECORD:
@~

EAR Mr. Epitor,—1 am happy to tell yom
@73 that all the members of the Mission are en-
Joying excellent health at present, and we are
very thankful for the quict which prevails since
the war. As far as we can see, the war has
been no hindrance to our work, and we are hop-
ing that, on account of the reverses which China
has suffered, her people will be more ready to re-
ceive us.

I have thought that your readers might be in-
terested in hearing something of the snake wor-
ship among the Chinese.

In the beginning, Satan adopted the form of g
serpent to deceive. At that time his plan proved
~0 suceessful that ever sinee he seem:s loath to
mive it up.  Eve's descendants are ever ready to
be duped by this device. The Apostle Paul
charges the heathen of his time with the crime
. of turning away from Gud to worship dead mea,
" birds, beasts, and creeping things. In the Apos-
tle’> mind, heathen folly reaches its lowest stage
. at ““ creeping things.”

Eighteen centuries have nassed away, and in
spite of the best light which China's greatest
sage has given, we find her millions, from Em.
peror to peasant, reverencing snakes.  The Chi-
nese believe that the serpent deity presides over
rain, seas, lakes, rivers and wells.

In this city, within the precinets of one of the
old temples, there is a sacred well, said to be
connected by an underground passage with the
eastern ocean. It is believed that the sea god
comes alung this passage and at times reveals
himself in the well.

The Chinese mike use of this deity when they
want to send the Emperor’s tribute vice north-
ward through the “Grand Canal.™ The name
“Grand Canal™ sounds well, but the reality is
disappointing. It would almost require some
supernatural flooding to let the rice boats pass
along.

It is reported that some years ago about one
thousand of these hoats reached the upper end
of the canal at Lin Ching, but on account of ihe
low water were unable to pass out into the river.
The ofticial of the district was much concerned
about it. e wentin state daily to the temple
of the river prince, pleading for a xise of water,
but finally. when it seemed the god was not go-
ing to be moved, he went to the temple, armed
not with words of supplication, but with a club,
and battered the image to pieces.

It has come to our notice how the devil uses
the serpent to hinder the true doctrines of God.
There is a district north-cast of this city, com-
prising aboat one hundred villages, where the
floods from the Chang river this spring destroye
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ed most of the growing grain. A man living in
the district formerly heard the Gospel withglad- |
ness; but when recently seen by one of our,
church members he would'nt listen to the doce-
trine. lle said that their river god had lately so
manifestly helped them that all were convineed
that he was the true god.

The Chinese imagination is very fertile soil for
the Evil One to work upon. It scemsthat when
the floods covered the whole region, the people
in this man's neighborhood imagined that the,
water remained piled up about them like a heap,
while it had fallen on every side. In their super-
stitious fear, they came to the conclusion that
the water god was offended about something, so
they promised him a first-class theatrical (the
Chinese plan for appeasing angry gods). Just
then, a little black and green snike, about a foot |
and a half long, happened to swim by in the
flood. Of course thoy rejoiced. Their deliverer
had come. They said the water foll as if Ly |
magic.

Last year, when the freshet destroyed most of
the ripening harvest around this city : a snake
reputed to be a virtuous official, who had gov-
erned this prefecture svme centuries ago, was
brought forward for divine honors.  He was the
river gold who had caused the flood. It was .
supposed that coming back to the scene of his
former life he failed to find things up to hisex-,
pectations ; consequently he chastized the pevple
with the flood.  Small and great forthwith set to
work to regain his favor. He was borne to the
city yvamen, where a theatre stind was erected
and plazers invited to give hin o rehearsal. For
six day s his serpontine majesty was entertained.
by tlhe bodlam suusic of a Chinese theatrical.
Each day, morninz, noon and night, all the civil ¢
and military ofiicials of the city came and pros-
trated themselves before him.  Multitudes of the :
scholars and common people did likewise. But
To! when tie) came on the seventh morning, all
that was left of the gud was & snake skhin. The
reptile had shipped oif his skin during the night
and disappeared.  But the people did nt take this
view of it. According to them the god having
been appeased had departed. Now his body
maust be buried with honor : o the snake skin i
borne in funeral procession to the river north of
the city, and cast therein. Some days after this
event, some one brouglht forth another snike.
This one was no less a personage than a former ;
governor of Honan, and he tvo must be wor-
shipped wi h honors befitting his station.

Oh how greedity this people believe a lie!?
Again and again, on the streets of this city, we
have told of the power and goodness of Jesus the
Saviour from heaven, and yet we are constrained
to ask, * Who has believed our report 27

The devil always scems to get credence, no

' people.

“and creeping things

was just this morning, that an old man came to
our gate and declared a despatch had come to
town, stating that the Chinese had made an end
of slaying all the *Yang Kneitzu,” (foreign
devils) in the north.  (The 80,000 Japanese soldiers
I suppose) and then asked if the devil in here was
still Hiving™

I have no doubt, if Paul were discussing the
Chinese of today he would write them all down
in the first chapter of Romans. That chapter
might be taken as a true-to-life portrait of this
The late war has res caled the shameful
1ottenness of the whole governmental structure,
The moral sense of the masses is so dead, that no
moral indignation is expressud against flagrant
wronyg doing in high places. The whole head is
siek, and the whole heart faint. Irom top to
bottom there scems to be no svunduness in the
nation: only wounds, and bruises, and putrify-
ingsores. It seems to be it master-piece of Satan’s
workmanship. .\ nativn of countless millions,

~and yet unable to resist one of the wealkest of
“nations. A poople proud and laughty, proving

that by the wisdom of the Sages, man canuot
know God: “for professing themselves to be
wise they became fools, and changed the glory of
the incorruptible God, into an image, like to cor-
ruptible man, and birds, and four fuuted beasts,
whercefore God gave them
up to uncleanness, &c,, &c¢.”

It is plain, that the Chinese as a nation are

"<eparated from God and lost. Itis vain tuluok

within for deliverance. It is equally vain to look
1o the arts and science of the west (though
these are all right in their proper place). Deliv.
, erance must coine from aburve. Recunciliation,
"with God the Father, must conse through Christ
Jesus His Son. The gospel of Christ is the un-
failing remedy. Christ, the way, the truth, and
the life, alone can bring these migh y millions to
God.

Let us not by our puny efforts towards u
world’s redemption, prove that we are ashamed
of the gospel of Christ : but let us who have been
soabundantly enriched by vur Savivur’s blessings,
see to it, before God, that we, up to the full
measure of our .’ll)l]ll.), discharge ur obligations
to the Chinese willions, in this their time of sor-
est need. The King who came ““to give deliver-
ance to the captives,” commands us saying:
“Deliver them that are carried anway unto death.

* And those that are ready to be slain see that thou

{ hold Lack. Ifthou sayest, Behold we kuow not
this: Doth not He thataveigheth the hearts con-
sider it? And he that keepeth thy soul, doeth
not he know it. And shall not he render toevery
man according to his work.” Prov. 2{: 11-12,

Recollections of past failures may be painful
but they arc a blessing in that they put us onour
gnard against making similar mistakes in the

matter how absurd the lic he sets agoing. It | futurc.—Religious Herald.
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A JOURNEY 10O HONAN
BY REV. MR. SLIMMON.
Hsix CHEN, 1st June, 1895,

@mm Ricorp,—The Honan Presbytery some

time ago directed its missionaries to write
you in turn, so I will try to obey and tell you
something of our coming. Messrs. Goforth, Mal-
colim and I left Toronto 20th Feb., and reached
Chu Wang 30th April, nearly seventy days.

The ocean voyage had its lights and shadows.
Old Father Neptune, as usual, for the first few
days, made the good things provided by the
steward seem vanity iwd vexation of spirit. The
bulk of the passengers indulged in the usual
sneers at the foreign missionaries, and in their
discussions, which were held at intervals be-
tween their games of poker, and flavored with
brandy and cigars, they decided that missionary
work was a failure, and, at any rate, the heathen
were perfectly well satisfied with their own reli-
gions, and that people had no right to go and
force upon them another religion which they did
not want.

The brighter side of the journey were the
pleasant hours of fellowship with the few carnest
Christians such as are usually found inevery com-
pany. Then there were the soul-refreshing stu-
dies of Scripture, and the blessed meetings held
among the sailors.

Your three missionaries were specially en-
couraged in the meetings held down in the fore-
castle, by seeing souls converted to God.

There was one case, that of the boatswain's
mate, which was specially interesting. At the
first meeting, sitting in one of the back seats, he
seemed to be cagerly drinking in every word.
He at once began searching the Scriptures to sce
if these things were so, and soon the light shone
in,and he was converted toGod. Atvthe following
meeting he got up and gave his testimony, and a
clear and decided one it was. e isa man of
very strong character, and is sure to be a power
for good among a crew that was noted for its
rough, Godless character.

Sunday, 17th March, saw the party in Japan—
plucky little Japan, which has been creating
such a diversion in the East, much to the disgust
of the Chinese. The latter simply refuse to be-
lieve that they have been beaten by Japan. The
Chinese officers who have been in action have
come back to their homes with the tale that not
only Japan, but England, France, Germany,
Russiz and all the Foreign Powers have been
fighting against them.

One cannot but admire the signs of vigorous
life in Japan, while the chicerful spirits and
polite manners of the people send everyonenway
with good wishes for them and their country.
May they soon be led to i knowledge of the true
God, without which all the encrgy and vigor of
the nation will but prove a curse.

1

At Shanghai many old friends were met. but
we could not tarry, for Honan was our goal, <o
the steamer up tne coast for Tientsin was board-
ed, and we were soon away.

A sad incident, which shows how lightly life
is valued by the Chinese, took place as we were
passing the great forts at the motith of the Yanz-
tse River. The Chinese purser had occasion to
rebuke his servant, who at once flew intoa ter-
rible passion, and, after raging aronnd for a
little, deliberately jumped overboard. The
steamer at once stopped, but though she waited
for some time, no more was ever seen of the poor
Chinaman.

It was terribly sad—a soul hurried into eter-
nity without God ; and yet, he was only one of
the thirty-three thousand that perished that day,
and perish every day in China, in the same hope-
less condition. Let those to whose care the
Gospel has been committed ponder over this and
speak with God about it.

Other incidents of the three days' voyage to
Tientsin were the touching at Chefoo, and being
chaced by one Japanese man-of-war and over-
hauled by another.

At Tientsin we were met by Mr. H, J. Bos:-
wick, who has shown so much kindness to our
mission, and who soon had our party under his
hospitable roof. 3Aany missionuries who had
been forced to leave their stations in the in-
terior, owing to the unsettled state of the coun-
try, were residing in thecity. They were chiefly
women, as the men had for the most part re-
mained at their posts. But they were one and
all wishing that permission be granted them to
return to their ficlds.

Four busy days were spent at Tientsin, mak-
ing purchases, getting passports, searching for a
house-boat for the voyage inland by river to
Ionan. At lasg all was ready, and we were on
board our home for the next month or so.

The style of the Chinese honse-boat seems to
confirm the story of its origin. An Emperor.
giving orders to his carpenter to build a boat.
was asked for a pattern or plan. His mind be-
ing occupied with affairs of state, he kicked oil’
his shoe and said: “Make it like that.” And
they are all just like ** that.”

Reul China had been reached at last, and Chi-
nese ideas and methods were predominant now.
No travelling at thirty or f- oy milesan hour. It
took a day and a half to gev over the nextthree
miles, and it might have been a week and a half
if the travellers had not sent for three river
policemen or “blockade breakers.™

The canal or which we were to travel was
simply packed. I am sure some of the boalx
would be stuck there for weeks, but our * bleck-
ade breakers,” with their official helmets and
rods of office, by dint of squeezing, yelling and
anathematizing, together with a liberal use of
their “rods,” got the boat through in one day.
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The travellers had been doing their best for half |
a day before that, but gave up in despair.

For the next two days the way lay through a .
district that had not had a favorable crop for the -
last seven years, conscquently the poverty is -
something frightful. The banks were fairly
lined with women and children begging, :mdl
when o copper cash, a small part of a cent, was |
thrown, their gratitude was really embarrassing. |
One of the party, walking along the bank. met
an old woman of about seventy. She fell on her
knees and prayed the *-old gentleman ™ to have
pity on her. He puta few cash. nearly a cent,
into her poor old wrinkled hand. For a second
she stared at it. then got down on her knees
again, and, knocking her head upon the ground,
began pouring out volumes of thanks, exclaim-
ing between whiles: = Ah! ah! you truly ure
Lord of Riches.”

Between here and Pang Chuang, which we
reached the tenth day, great bands of soldiers
were met. If we had been travelling overland
these would have Leen a source of real danger,
but as it was they want sailing down the river.
ignorant that there were foreigners in the house-
boat which they passed. Only once did we meet
the soldiers face to face. One of them suggzested
to his comrades, in our hearing, that the forcign-
ers be killed, but God restrained them, and no
one was harmed.

On reaching Pang Chuang, Mr. and Mrs.
McKenzie and Mr. and Mrs. McLellan were
there ready to join us; but as the soldiers had
seized all the boats from this point down, vhey
had to go overland about two days to Lin Ching.
There an apology for a boat was found. It had
no crew, but the captain hired three beggars.
The mast was in pawn, but part of the hire
money was used toredeem it. The “sail " was a
collection of holes ornaumented by rags. It leak-
ed badly, and when rain came on everything
was soaked. Many hooks and other things were
destroyed in this way. But the party must
reach Honan, so giving up the best boat to the
ladies, the journey was renewed. and April 30th
we reached Ch'u Wang.

Here the writer must offer an apology to Mr.
Goforth. In an address in Toronto the latter
spoke of the water they had to drink as drawn
from a 'river in which there were dead bodies
floating continually. The writer thonght the
picture was too highly colored, as in the part of
China in which he had lived, dead bodies were
remmoved as soon as found in the river. But on
this journey, without keeping any special look- |
out, we saw four human bodies, hesides those of |
a pig, dog, donkey, cte.

At Ch'u Wang a warm we come was received
from Messrs. McGillivray and Graat, who had
bheen holding the fort alone there for some
months. A few happy days were spent in dis-

cussing the affairs of the mission and arranging
the distribution of workers, and then Mr, Go-
forth went to Chang-te-fu, Messrs. Grant and
Slimmon to Hsin Chen, and the others remained
at Ch’'u Wang.

MISSIONARY PICTURES FROM INDIA.

@
g‘}iE following interesting sketches are from

private letters by Miss M. G. Fraser M.D. of
our Mission stafl’in Mhow, Central India, which
is a military station with many thousands of
military men and officers, and a native population
of about thirty thousand.
Needed but [ will try and give you some idea
notwanted. of the work here. In the first
place we are apt to imagine that if a Missionary
comes out here and tells these people the story
of the cross and of a loving Saviour, they will be
zlad to hear.  Nothing can give you any idea of
the utter indifference with which they listen.
The low caste people are engrossed with their
own idolatry. If they show any interest it is so
often found that some miserable self-seeking
scheme was at the root of their interest. As for
the educated classes, they look upon parts of
our system and of their own asequally absurd ;
especially the Incarnation, and Death and Resur-
rection of our Lord, and while they acknowledge
that there is good in both they are toouninter-
ested to care much about either.

A Schoot My school here which I teach in
Ineident. English is just like a schoot at home.
One morning recently we had rather a trylng
experience. On opening the school we nsually
sing a hymn.  One morning we noticed that the
pupils were not taking part, and on inquirinyg
the reason of their silence were informed that
they refused to sing any hymn having the name
of Jesus in it. We gave out the hymn a seccond
time, and on their still refusing to join, dis-
missed the school, telling the pupils not to return
until they were prepared to ohey. We waited
anxiously until the next morning, expecting to
have an empty room, but to our astonishment
and joy they all appeared with messages from
their parents to the effect that every pupil was
to obey the rules of the school. We have had no
more troubles in that direction.

oursNew Itisnot really ngw but is fitted up

Home.™ quite nicely. It contiins seven
rooms. Each bedroom hasattached to it another
small room for bath room. These latter have
low ceilings and can only be used part of the
year as they are what we call verandah rooms
and are built to protect the inner rooms from
the fierce heat. During the hot season the outer

- walls are almost as hot as the sides of a furnace.

Even at night when standing standing near we
have felt. the air coming off like the breath of an
oven. The door ix on the windy side of the
house and covered with a kind of hanging of
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sweeb scented grass which s kept constantly
wet.  This arrangement keeps the heuse cool and
but for it we could hardly exist. The walls are
not papered on account of the insects and rains.
Going to the I wish you could sec us starting
Dispensary. for the dispensary in the morning.
The horse is brought by a man and lutched to
the “Gari” a two-wheeled rig with a scat
behind.  We comeout. The man bows to the
ground, puts his hand to his head and says
“salaam,” and we lift our hands and “salaam ™
also. Then we get into the rig and gooff at a
rattling pace.  Aftera while wecome to the city.
The streets are crowded with dogs, cows, and
people, all in the middle of the road, the former
for the most part too sleepy and underfed to
value their lives A this point the man jumps
from the gari and rushes along in front of the
horse shouting “O bachic™ chasing calves,
shouting at dogs, and making men women and
children tumble aside, while on we go with our
great cork hats. The cow is a sacred animal in
Iadia, henee the numbers of these creatures, old
and helpless, lying around. We often have to
stop while the man assists them aside.
Incidents of  In dealing with the people we
Medical Work. have queer experiences. The
other day @ man brought his child to the dispen.
sary for treatment. It was far gone in a de-
cline.  After speaking to him for some time, I
gave him some medicine for the child. He left,
but returned in halfan hour.  When asked what
he wanted, he replied, I gave the medicine and
it is not better yet.,” A number of the natives
came to the dispensary tov late for the Bible

reading and prayer, so we just refused to do any- '
thing for their ailments, and they were very |

regular after that. A very sad case came under
our notice.  'We heard of & pour woman who was
ery ill, and drove some miles to see her and

ascertain if she could be removed to the hospital, |

but on arriving we found that she was too near

death, and dying in such an awful hole. We
drove through narrow, muddy strects, and

having stopped before some dark, low mml!

houses, the man put stones for us to step on in
crossing the deep mud. On reaching the house,
the first thing that grected us was agoat lying
in the doorway. I'urther in, lying on a cloth

spread on the mud fluor, was the dying girl, only \

twelve years of age and married.  Such @ comely
little thing. Numbers of women came around
from every quarter—all kinds and sizes of
women, carrying all kinds and sizes of babies.
We could do very little for the poor, sick girl,
but we spoke tenderly to her, telling her the
“ Qld, old story of Jesus and Ilis love™ for just
such as her.  She died the following day.

A Birthday Some time ago we went to the
Celebragion, Begum Sahib'’s to celebrate what

the uncle called the “horning of a boy.” It was |

& Mohammedan home. We entered a courtyard
walled in by low houses. A smiling sahib, the
uncle of the ‘“borning boy,” came forward to
meet us. The courtyard was full of such dis-
hevelled, miserable women. On one of the low
beds sat the queen, a very old woman. The
other ladies were there before ug, and as guests
they were seated around a small table on which
strange native sweets were arranged. The na-
wab, with his own soft hands, was preparing
drinks for them. We could not help being
struck with the appearance of the poor women
in the courtyard. IHow very forlorn, miserable,
empty and sad they look.d. Their eyes were
weary and aimless.  We partook of the refresh-
ments and left, feeling sad and disheartened.
Our Summer e are spending this hot scason
Vacation.  at Lanowhi, a lovely place at the
top of the “ Ghats.” It is fresh with a delight-
fully cool air, which comes to us over the moun-
tain. If it please Our Heavenly Father, this will
be our last fleeing from the heat, for next season
we will spend on the plains, I have spent three
hot scasons on the plainsalready, and I can stand
anothcr there. Out of six, four will be spent on
the plains. It issuch a beautiful journey from
Kalagar, at the foot of the Ghats. Two engines
were required to pull the train up the hills, and
they are very powerful, not like the ordinary
engines. We came through about thirty tunnels
on the way up. We are having very pleasant
and profitable times here. It is wonderful, for
‘ before coming we had been praying the Lord to
| give us opportunities of working for Him on the
"hills.  We found that the military convalescent
honie, two miles from here, had no provision for
the spiritual welfare of the men, neither had
they any social intercourse that would help them
to lead pure lives. At one of our meetings we
appealed to one of the Lanowhi ladies to help us
weekly with some provisions, and one of them
most heartily gave the use of her drawing-room,
and now we have a religious social meeting for
the poor fellows once o week. We would like
you to pray that the work done here may be per-
manent. Time is slipping by, and we will soon
be returning to our work in Mhow, in which our
hearts are and for which we are longing.
And now the Little Hindi buys wil)
Catechism.  have no excuse for not knowing
their Catechism. Rev. W. A. Wilson, our mis-
sionary, has translated the Shorter Cateenism
into that tonguc; and the boys and girls of
Central India will have a taste of the tasks
which, with many of our readers, mingle with
the memories of childhood’s days. Wemay rest
assured that the task of learning it will be fol-
lowed there as here with much profit to the
hurch in Central India, and in leading some t
gecek ““The chicf end of man.™

Hindi
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Chele Aotes and Wotices,

Will Preshytery Clerks, immediately at the
close of i mecting of Presbytery, kindly send a
cavd with inductions, resisnations, and time and
place of next meeting.

|
|

INDuUcTIONS.
Mr. S. J. MeArthur, into North Bedeque, P L. ¢
1., 20 August, '

Mr. J. S, MclLeod, of New London, P.E. L, has
accepied the eall to New Mills, N.B.

Mr. J.J. L. Gourlay, licensed and ordained as
miqxionurg for Dauphin, Man., S July.

Mr. G. B. Mclieod, to be inducted into New
castle and Newtonville.

Mr. L. C. Emes, into McGregor, Man., 8 Aug.

Mr. W. S, McTavish, called from St. George,
to be inducted into Deseronto, Paris Pres,

Mr. James Taylor, of Pres. Coll,, Mont., or-
dained and inducted at Ayhwin, Otta. Pres.

Mr. Neil D. MceKinnon, ordained and inducted
into Glenallan and Hoilin, Guelph Pres., 50 July.

Mr. R, AL Mitehell, ordained and induected 6
Aug., by Guelph Pres., as missionary to Honan.

My, L. Mel.ean, into Duntroon and West
Chureh, 6 August.

Dr. James Menzies, ordained in North West.-
minster, as missionary to Honan, China.

Mr. D. McEachern, into N. Williamsburg and
Winchester Springs, 30 July.

RERIGNATIONs.

Mr. Hugh JMcLean, of Richmona, Ottawa Pres.

Mr. Duncan, of Parry Sound, to take eflect at
the end of September

Mr. W. J. Bell, of Newmarket, taking eflcct 18
August.

MiINISTERIAL OBITUARIES.

Rev. Wm J. MceKeunzie, was born in tape
Breton, and educated in Dalhousie College, and
in the Presbyterian College, Halifax. Ie went
for cighteen months, during his college course,
as Missionary to Labrador, besides laboring as
Catechist in_other ficlds during the summer
vacations. When licensed, he was settled in
Lower Stewiack in the Presbytery of Truro
After about two years he resigned, went to Hali-
fax to study medecine for a few months prepar-
ing for the Mission field, and in the autumn of
1893 he started for Korea, where, after about a
year and a half of most successful work, he was
cut off a few weeks since by fever, aged about
thirty-cight years.

Rev. W T. Canning was born at Malin, Ire-
Jand. Iewas educated at Edinburgh University
and Belfast College, was licensed by the Presby-
tery of Derry in 1349, and sent to Canada the
same year by the Colonial Committee of the Irish
Presbyterian Church. e labored in Chipman,
N. B.; Martin, Michigan; Donglas, Ont. ; and
Bishop's Mills, Ont. He abored in the latter
pliace 29 years until, in 1886, failing health com-

elled his resignation. Since then he resided at
Mountain Village, Dundas Co., Ont., whence he
passed to his rest 23rd July.

PRESBYTERY MEETINGS.

Algoma,—Rich'd’s Land’g, 17 Sept, 7 p.an.
arrie,—Bar., 3 Sept., 1130 a.m., special ; 21
t., 10.30 a.m.
rockville,—Athens, 9 Sept., 7.30 a.m.
Bruce,—Walkerton, 10 Sept., 1.30, p.m.
Brandon,—Brandon, 10 Sepr., 10 a.m.
Calgarry,—Edmonton, 2 Sept., S p.m.
Chatham,—Chatham, First, 10 Sept., 10a.m.
Glengarry,—Lancaster, 10 Sept.
Guclph,—fhwnp'\, Knox. 17 Sept., 11.30.
Hamilton,—1lam., Knox, 10 Sept., 9.30 a.n.
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Huron,—Cliuton, 10 Sept., 10.30 a.m
Inverness,~\Whycocomah, 3 Seot.
Kamloops,—\Vernon, 3 Sepl.
Lindsay,—Leaskdale, 20 Aug,, 21 am.
London, -Loundon, First, 10 Sept., 10.30 a.m.
Maitland,~Wingham, 17 Sept., 11 30 a.m.
Miramichi,—Newcastle, 21 Sept., 10 aan.
Orangeville,—Orngvl., 10 Sept., 1030 a.m.
Otta,—St. .\, 1 Tues, Fe. day, Au, Nov. 10am.
Owen Sd.,—Owen Sd. Knox, 16 Sept., conf.- 17
Sept., 10 a.m., bus.
2aris,~ Ingersol, 24 Sept.

Peterboro,~Port Hope, First, 17 Sept., 9 a.m.

Rocklake, —Boissevain, Sept.

Sarnia, —Strathroy, St. And., 17 Sept., 11 a.n.

Saugeen,—Iarriston, Knox, 10 Sept., 10 a.m.

Superior, —Keewatin, Sept.

Toronto, ~St. And., 1st Tues., every month,

Victoria, — Victoria, St. And., 3 Sept., 2 p.n

Whitbhy,—Bowmnvl, 15 Oct. 10a.an

Winnipeg,—Win., 10 Sept.

Syxon MeEriNG,

The Synod of the Maritime Provinces will meet
at Charlottetown, P. E. Island, and within St.
James’s Church there ou Tuesday, Oct. 1st, next,
and will be opened with Divine Service, con-
ducted by the Moderator, the Rev. P AL Marrison,
D, beginning at half-past seven o'clock in the
evening.

Adl papers relating tothe business of the Synod

- should be sent at least cight days before the day

of meeting to the Rev. AL McLean Sinclair, Bei-

fast, P. 15, Island, Convener of the Committee on

(I:}lills; and Overtures; Thomas Sedgwick, D.D.,
erk.

agrs . 4o ~ .
Literary Notires,

DEMONAICAL POSSESS10N, aND ALLIED THEMES,
By Rev. J. L. Nevius, L1, forty vears a mis-
sionary to the Chinese, with introduction by Dr.
IEHinwond. ‘This is an instructive and valuable
book. lle deals with experiences of demon
possession in China, India, Japan, and in Chris-
tian countries : discusses the diilerent theories,
Pathological, Psychological, and Biblical. He sus-
tains his position by many undoubted facts, and
while he does not dogmatize, he prefers the
Biblical theory of demonaical possession to other
human theories, in accounting for much among
men that cannot be traced to ordinary causes.

The wide experience, eminent attainments and
the opportunities for observation, of the writer,
are a gnarantee of the excellence of the work,
while the name of Dr. Ellinwood in commenda-
tion of it, gives it additional authority. Rev. J.
Frazer Smith, M.D.. highly coninends the book.
Flemming I Revell & Co., Toronto, pp. 130,
Price, $1.50.

Tue HISTORICAL DELUGE: in its relation to
scientific discovery, and te present day questions,
—by SirJ. W, Dawson. A'mostinteresting little
booklet, shedding light, as Sir William's writings
always do, upon the Bible. Price 25 cents.
Flemming I1. Revell, Teronto.

TRE PRESBYTERIAN AND REFORMED REVIEW
for July, contains: “ Philips Brooks as & Theo-
logian: "—*“The Unity and Continuity of Gene-
sisy"—“The_Authenticity and Genuineness of
Daniel,” by Prof. Lampe;--*The Function of
Reason in Christianity ;™ ** Mackintosh’s Nat-
ural History of the Christian Religion,” by I’rof.
ical Prin-
cipal,” by Prof. S. Patton :—and other reviews
of recent Theological, Philosophical, and General
Literature. McCalla & Co, 239 Dock St., Phila.
Price $3.00 per year, S0 cents per number.
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Lrom the our FQinds.

A deedless day is lost. We live in deeds, not
years.

A man must be great in soul to stand the test
of being lifted up.

When Satan sees a blessing  descending he
sends a temptation to oflset it.

The use of t-hacco is forbidden to the em-
ployeesof the Boston & Maine Railroad Company
while on duty.

Bibles have at length for the first time been
permitted to enter Peru, after cighteen months
of litigation.

¢ The time comes when one feels the need of
the slumber of death, as, at the end of o toilsome
day, one feels the need of sleep.”

Unoccupied missionary territory to the extent
of 1,000,000 squarve miles stifl exists in central
Africa, an area larger than the whole of Europe.

The returns of the Established (Presbyterian)
Church of Scotland gives 620,376 as the number of
somnmnicants, an increase for the pass year of
7,905,

¢The Secession movement. is spreading in the
Highlands., It has <ix ministers, 17 students, 50
missionaries (assistant preachers ), ana 56 preach-
ing stations.”

The horrors of the opinm habit are scarcely
seen in this country. Rev. Hudson Taylor says
the opium smokers and their families in_ China
number 150.000,000.—Heatien Women's Friend.

Orders have been sent to London for 35.000
Biblex, 5.000 hymn books, and 3.000 catechisms,
to be sold in the Fiji Islands. Tne Fiji Islandevs
gave nearly $25,000 to foreign missions last year.

** There is one Christian minister for every 900
of the population in Great Britain, and there is
but one in every 114,000 in Japan, one in 165,0~0
in India, one in 220,000 in Africa, one in 437,000 in
China.”

According to Rev. J. M. Eppstein, there are

no less than 160 Israclites in holy orders in the
Church of England, who have cither been con-
verted or else are the sons of parents who have
been converted.

¢ A correspondent of the London Times says
that thirty thousand Arvmenians would be 2 low |
estimitte for those who have been slain, taken
captive or rendered homeless over a region of
two hundred square miles.”

**The Salvation Army, started 29 vears ago, flies
the flag in 45 countries, speaking 29 languages,
has 11,000 ofticers who support themselves and
circulates 1.000.000 periodicals monthly ; 1028
ofticers attend to the social work.”

** The London CountyCouncil have determined
to prohibit cricket and other games heing played
in their parks on Sunday, on the ground that
their allowance would be sacrificing to the sport
of a few the quiet and pleasure of the many.™

‘“ Nearly every one of the many reporters and
editors in the press quarters, at the Boston C. 1.
Convention. was on his feet at some time during
the consecration service. A hopeful signh of the
day when Christ shall be acknowledged by the
press everywhere.”

‘“ Twenty towns in Minnesota have already
adopted the curfew ordinauce. It provides that
young people under sixteen years of age, who are
found on the streets after the ringing of the cur-

few are subject Lo arrest. The fixst offence is

punished with & fine, the second with imprison- |

ment, and the third with both.”

A writer in the Children’s World says : —*¢ Of
every six infants in the world, one is born in
Indin ; of every six orphan pirls, one is wander-
ing in India; of every six widows, one is monrn-
ing in India; of every six men that die, one is
passing into eternity in India. Think of it, and
give india a part of your prayers,”

‘'The Unit-d Presbyterian Chnreh of Scotland
reports 150 train «l ageats in the foreign field,
with ahout 750 n-itive helpers ; 116 full congrega-
tions and 170 conwregations in embryvo, with
aluicst 20,000 members. ¢ While the average in-
crease for the last fourteen years has been 682,
last y ear shows the memorable figure 777.°7

‘“ As a nation, Japan is a child of the nine-
teenth century.  The progress of Christianity
inJapan is one of the marvels of modern Church
history. Tie first tive years of faithful Christian
struggle produced one convert. In 1872 was
organised the first Evangelical Church of eleven
members. Now there ate 805 churches with a
membership of 35,534

“The organizations that helt the world are
becoming like the rings of light around the
1lanet Saturn. To the missionary societies, the
Young Men's and Young Women's Chrixtian
Associations, the World's Christian Temperance
Union and the King's Daughters, we may now
add the World‘s Christian_End- avor, organized
during the convention of 1895 at Beston.™

The ears of 3,600 whom they had conquered,
was the token and trophy that Japan sent home
from a victory in Corea three centuries ago.
Now they tiake as much care of the wonnded
Chinese as of their own, and their best steamers
are at the service of the Red Cross Society ; and
a quantity of wooden limbs was recently ordered
for those who had been mained in the last war,
their own soldiers and Chinese prisoners as well,

“ Dr. Breckenridge, a well-known American
clergyman, aud his two brothers. also of the same
protession, one day pir.d a visit to theirgnother.
Do you not think, mother,” said he, * that you
ritled us w th too rigid a rod in our bovhood 2 It
would have been better, 1 think, had yon used
wentler methods.” The old lady straightened up.
and said, ¢ Weill, William, when you have raised
up three as good preachers as 1 have, then you
can talk!”

“The last census shows nearly half of the
whole number of Roman Catholics'in the United
States are to be found in the one hundred and
twenty four cities which have a population of
twenty-five t:ousand and_ upward, and in_ the
four principal cities of New York, Chicago, Phila-
delphia and Brooklyn, Roman Catholics con-
stitnted two-thirds of the -vhole number of
Christian communicantsin those cities. Inthese
four cities there are one.sixth of the membership
of the Episcopal churches and about half of it is
in the cities of more than 25,000 population.”

“Iindu ‘saints’ submit to very severe pen-
ances in order to win salvation. “Says a Pres-
byterian_missionary writing from Jo_\';])ore HE
‘“ They do subject themselves to terrible pen-
ances. Isaw a man there on a hed of spikes,
men hanging by the heelsto a tree, a man buried
up to the neck, o man sitting hetween five fires
hefore the blazing sun, a man lacerating himself
till the blood guashed out, a man holding up a
right arm till it dried up. This was all done to
wain salvation—not, alas ! in the Christian sense.
Salvation has with them various senses. Ab-
sorption into the Great Spirit, deliverince from
the fear of having to take another birth, and
such like. Even with some it means ouly the
:_'uu{] things of thislife - plenty to eat and nothing
to do.”
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© The man who tries to do his hest will not
always succeed, but he will succeed far oftener
than the one who doesn’t try.”

“Q, that we could think of God as we do of a
friend, as one who unfeignedly loves us, ¢ven
more than we do ourselves.—ZBuuxler.

I wonder many times that ever a child of God
should have a sad heart, considering what the
Lord is preparing for him.— 8. Stuthersord.

The grating file is not more necessary to the
polish of metals, than are trials for the brighten-
iug of grace in the Christian's soul. —Ew.

*“When a child is horn, how soon we say he re-
sembles his parents | When we are veally born
again, how sqon people say, it we are genuine,
‘he is like his Fatherin Heaven '

Legalized gambling bas ceased in Montana,
A recent despateh from Butte City says that
every gambling house in that city was closed the
next morning after the law went into effect.

If you preparve a dish of food earelessly you do

not expeet Providence to make it palatible:
neither if, through years of fo:ly you nusguide
your own life, need you expect divine interfer-
ence to bring round every thing at last for the
bexst.
. The Natural Feet Society has been organ-
ized in China with the ohject to do away
with foot-binding on the basis of founding a
better fashhon rather than combatting an old
tradition  ‘The appeal of the Society is made
to the good ta~te and the health of thuse who
sutler by this monstrous evil.

* Four years ago a peneral conference of
Protestant. missionaries in China, held at Shang
hai, made an appeal for 1660 additional mis-

«ionaries for China within the coming tive vears. |

Now, at the expiration of the fourth year after
the issue of that appeal, it is announced that up-
wiards of 500 missionaries have gone out to that
empire. Anotherappeal has just been made for
the completion of the 100U asked for by the end
of the fifth year.”

Away over in Africa they have some queer
ways of grecting. Among some of the people
1b is the custom to touch chin to chin. There
are others who rub elbows together. David
Livingstone, who was a missionary in Africa
for many years, tells about mecting a chief
one day, who came up to him and smeared
his nose with tallow. The old chief thought
this was the nicest way in the world to show
Ar. Livingstoue that he was welcome.

* The Missionary Review gives the following
interesting case of heroic treatment: * Not many
vyears since, the oflicers of one of our societies
were surprised by a visit from aman who brought
his check for $1,090 as his oftering to missions.
When the question arose whéther this was not
a large gift for him he said: ¢ It is! Itisone
quarter of what I own, I found that as I was
prospered my wwoney engrossed more and more
of my thought. I:um not going to be a slave to
the money God may eive me, and 1 am going to
conquer the love of money by giving it wway.'”
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; A STATESMAN ON MISSIONS.
VIEWS OF HONORABLE CHARLES DENBY, UNITEL
STATES MINISTER TO CHINA.

Legation of the United States,
PeriNu, March 22, 1895,
To the Honorable Weller Q. Gresheaom,
Secretary of Stute, Washington, D.C.
LD\&’IR,-During my recent short stay in the
United States, so many inguiries were
made of me touching Christinn missions in
China, and the work that they are doing, that 1
have concluded to send to you my views of this
important subject. :

I beg to pretni<e that my official position causes
meo to be more guarded in expressing my views
than I would otherwise be. 1 suppose the main,
broad and crucial question to be answered touch-
g missionary work in Cainais  doesit dogood ?
This question may properly be divided into two.
Let us look at them sepurately.

First : does missionary work benetit the Chi-
nese ?

I think that no one can controvert the patent
fact that the Chinese are enormously henefited
by the labors of the misstonaries in their midst.
Foreign hospitals are o great boon to the sick.
China, before the advent of the forcigner, did not
know what surgery was.  There are more than
twenty charity hospitals in China, which are
presided over by men of as great ability as can
be fouwd clsewhere in the world.  Dr. Kerrs
hospital at Canton is one of the great institu-
tions of the kind in the world. The Vieeroy, Li
Hung Chang, has for years maintained «t lient-
sin at his own expense a foreign hospitai.

In the matter of education the mosement is
immense., There are schouls and colleges all
over China taught by the missionaries. I have
been present often at the exhibitions given by
these schools. They show progress in & great
degree.  The educated Chinaman who speaks
English becomes a new man.  He commences to
think. A long time betore the present war the
cmperor was studying English, and it is said
was fast acquiring the language. Nowhere is
education more sought than in China. The
government is, to some extent, founded on it.
The system of examinations prevailing in the dis-
trict, the province, and Peking is too well known
to require comment.  The graduates become ex-
pectant officials. 'There is a Chinese Imperial
College at Peking, the Tung Wen, presided over
by our distinguished fellow-citizen, Dr. W. A. P.
Marting also, a university conducted by the
Methodist AMission. There ave also many foreign
orphan asylums in various cities, which take
cave of thousands of waifs. The missionaries
translate into Chinese many scientific and phila-
~ophical works. A former missionary, Dr. Zd
kins, translated a whole series of school readevs.,

Reflect that all their benefactions come to the
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Chinese without much, if any, cost. Where
charges are made they are exceedingly small,
and are made only when they are necessary to
prevent o rush, which in this vast population
would overwhelm any institution. There are
various anti-opimin hospitals, where the victims
of this vice are cured. There are industrial
schools and workshops.

This is a very brief and incomplete summary
of what missionarvies are doing for the Chinese,

* * * andin my opinion they do nothing but
good.

I leave out of this discussion the religious
benefits conferred by converting Chinese to
Christianity. This, of course, is the one su-
preme object and purpose of the missionaries, to
which all else is subsidiary, but the subject is
not- to be discussed by a minister of the United
States. There is no established religion in the
United States, and the American Buddhist,
Mahometan, Jew, infidel, orany other religionist,
would receive at the hands of his country’s re-
presentatives abwoad exactly the sawme consider-
ation and protection as a Christian would. I
can only say that converts to Christianity are
numerous., * * * There are many native
Christian churches. The converts seem to be as
devout as people of any other ruce.

As far as my knowledge extends, I can and do
say that the missionaries in China are self-sacri-
ficing; that their lives are pure- that they are
devoted to their work ; that their influence is
beneficial to the natives; that the arts and sci-
ences and civilization are greatly spread by their
efforts ; that many useful Western books are
translated by them into Chinese; that they are
the leaders in all charitable work, giving largely
themselves, and personally disbursing the funds
with which they are entrusted; that they do
make converts, and suck converts are mentally
benefited by conversion.

In answer to these statements, which are
usually acknowledged to be true, it does not do
to say, as if the answer were conclusive, that the
literati and gentry are usually opposed to mis-
sionaries. This antagonism was to have been
expected. The missionaries antagonize the wor-
ship of ancestors, which is one of the fundamen-
tal principles of the Chinese polity. They com-
pel their converts to keep Sunday holy. The
Chinese have no Sabbath. They work every day
except New Year's day and other holidays. No
new religion ever won its way without meeting
with serious opposition. * * *

In the second place, let us see whether and
how foreign counirics are benefited by mission-
ary worlk done in China.

Missionaries are the pioneers of trade and com-
maerce. Civilization, learning, instruction breed
new wants, which commerce supplies. Look at
the electric telegraph now in every province in
China but one; look at the steamships which

ply along the coast from Hong Kong to New-
chang, und on the Yang-tze up to Ichang. Look
at the cities which have sprang up, like Shang-
hai, Tientsin, Hankow—handsome foreign cities,
object-iessons to the Chinese. Look at the rail-
road being now built from the Yellow Sea to the
Amoor, of which about 200 milds are completed.
Will anyone say that the missionaries in China
# % * have not contributed to these results?

#* The interior of China would have been
nearly unknown to the outer world had not the
missionaries visited it and described it. Some-
one may say that commercial agents might have
done as much, but they are not allowed to locate
in the interior. The missionary, inspired by holy
zeal, goes everywhere, and by degrees foreign
commerce and trade follow. I suppose that
whenever an uncivilized or semi-civilized coun-
try becomes civilized, its trade and dealing~
with Western nations increase. Humanity has
not devised any better, or even any as good en-
gine or means for civilizing savage peoples as
proselytisimn to Christianity. The history of the
worid attests this fact.

In the interests, therefore, of civilization,
missionaries ought not only to be tolerated, but
ouglrt to receive protection to which they are
entitled from oflicials, and encouragement from
all other classes of people.

I have the honor o be, etc.,
CHARLES DENBY.

* &

POPULATION IN CHINA.

Frequent allusion is made to the density of the
population in China, and language is sometimes
used that would imply that the land is so over-
run with human beings that they are oblized to
live in boats, on the rivers or bays. But as a
matter of fact the density of the population in
China is but little over that of France, and not
half that of England and Wales. Not including
the vast dependencies of China, such as Mongola
and Tibet, but simply reckoning Manchuria with
China proper, its area is abou$ 1,700,000 square
miles. Two hundred people to the square mile
would give & population of 340,000,000, which is
not far from the average estimate made by
statisticians as to the population of the empire.
But Japan has 275 to the square mile; Germany
236 ; England and Wales 497 ; while Belgium has
548. There need be no fear, therefore, lest the
Chinese, not having room cuough at home, will
be forced to overrun other lands.—Miss. Herald.

It is an unspeakable advantage to have the
Bible in our mothér-tongue, but it involves a tre-
mendous responsibility ; and if with its pages in
our hands we despise the Saviour whom it re-
veals, and do despite unto the Spirit by whose
inspiration it was given, it shall be more tolerable
for Sodom and Goworrah in the day of judgment
than for us.—Dr. W M. Taylor.
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The Family Civvle.

HOW TO GROW STRONG.

The man wholeans contentedly and perpetually
upon some one else, whether it be for his liveli-
hood, for sympathy, or help of any kind, is not
Leing really aided, but only still further en-
feebled. 1le drains another not merely to no pur-
pase, but to the injury of hoth. But if, on the
other hand, he receive the help, whatever it Le,

with thankful gratitude, and use it as a stepping- |

stone to better things—if he regard it as a tem-
porary loan, which he in his turn may repay to
some wealier than himself—if he be inspired by
it Lo greater efforts, anmd through it guin strength
> stand on his own feet—then it has fulfilled its
true mission, and is no longer a dead weight, but
a living foree.—Sel.

WORDS IN SIEASON.
The writer of the Proverbs says: “It is a

GOSSIPING IN THE PRESENCE OF
CHILDRIEN.

A habit of indulging in gossip is pernicious in
its influences and results over us all. “Pity 'tis,
"tis true,” that we oftentimes give a willing ear
to the stories circulating about our friends and
acquaintances, and more is the pity that we are

[ tempted too readily and yield to the temptation
i to tell these detrimental reports over again ‘o
I other willing ears.
[t is astonishing how thoughtless parents often
care of their manner of speech before children.
Children are very attentive listeners  They may
seem to be interested in their play or their books,
P but nevertheless nothing said by their elders
eseapes their cars.  Children like to hear what
their elders are talking about, especially if the
talk is carri»d on with a show of mystery.
Friends may speak depreciatingly of some other
friend, without a thought of the consequences,
j and perhaps without even a remembrance of the
»words spoken a few days afterward, but the child

pleasant thing if thou keep within thee™ the ; who hears it makes a memorandum of the sins of
worls of the wise amd the knowledge which the | commission, or of omission, which are .talked
Spirit teaches, for if thus kept, “they shall with- | gyer, and thus an unjust prejudice is acquired,
al be fitted to thy lips.” This readiness for Chris- | which the parent is astonished to hear expressed

tian service all may have, and it is a great loss
for any servant of the Lord to be without it.

Familiarity with the Word of God by constant.
prayerful reading is the way to “keep within us™
these words of wisdom. Thus stored in the
memory and the heart, when the need comes to
use them for the help of others, whether in sor-
row orin sin, “they are withal fitted to thelips.”

Not that everyone has the gift of memory to
¢aote the exact words of Scripture, though such
ability may be acquired to a very good degree by
those not naturally thus endowed, but the spirit
of the teaching may be stored in the inner heing
$0 as to be used fittingly, as occasion may require.
The Spirit is promised ‘““to bring all things to our
remembrance” whatsoever the Lord has said to
us. Iie does not put into our minds that which
we have never heard nor read, but he does
Jquicken the powers of memory and thought to
use that which we have stored away.

It is a very precious gift, this fitting to the lips
of Sceripture comfort and promisc. No words can
help a soul secking Jesus as the words of the
Bible ; none can bring such comiort to the sor-
rowing" “The words that I speak unto you, they
are spirit and they are life.” To every young
Shristian we would say : If you wish to be help-
ful, comforting, instructive, as you pass along
imid the multitudes needing your help, grow
familiar with your Bible. Say with-the prophet,
“Thy words were found, and I did eat them,”
wd they will be not only the rejoicing of your
awn heart, but of the hearts of many for whose
romfort or instruction the Ioly Spirit may fit
them to yourlips.—Sel.

perhaps weeks afterward.  “What mother say
' must Le s0” is the argument a child uses to rea-
i son out the wrong and right of things. Mother
I'is the ideal of all that is true and just and good.

Think of this, mothers! What wonderful
trust your lir.le child places in you and your
i Judgment and .ctions  Is it not a very serious
ymatter 10 be a child's ideal of what is best and
! truest in motherhood ¢ **Mrs. So and So must be
2 dreadful woman,” reasons the child, who has
heard that neighbor spolen of in a deprecatory
manner. And if that neighbor has a child, what
a show of superior goodness the child of the gos-
~iping mother carries about with her hereafter
when she mingles with Mrs., “So and So'y
child ! Iow pitifully she regards her in the
lizht of her mother’s depreciating estimate—
it is such adreadful thing to have a mother who
does things which mother thinks are so bad!
Two-thirds of the gossip civeulated about persons
is libellous, Lecause it is untrue, and if legally
followed up would prove a ¢rime. The sad results
of scandalous stories are often pitiful in the ex
treme.

We try to have our children acquire habits of
truth and justice that will help them on in right
living, but are we particular to teach them not
to speak untrathfully or unjustly of their little
playmates ¢ When they come to us with a story
which depreciates the good qualities of some
little friend, do we counsel them not to tell over
anything which will hurt the reputation of that
child ¢ Do we help them to acquire the habit of
that charity which thinketh no evil of one's
neighbor ¢—The Lvangelist.
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THE WATER-DRINKER.
Oh, water for me | bright water for me,
And wine for the tremulous debauchee.
Water cooleth the brow, and cooleth the vrain,
Aud maketh the faint one strong again
[t comes o'er the sense like a breeze from the sea,
All freshness, like infant purity @
Oh, water, bright water, for me, for me !
Give wine, give wine, to the debauchee !

Fill to the brim ! fill, fill to the brim ;

Let the flowing crystal kiss the rim !

For my hand is steady, my eye is true,

For I, like the flowers, drink nothing but dew.

Oh water, bright water's a mine of wealth,

And the ores which it yieldeth are vigor and
health.

So water, pure water, for me, for me !
And wine for the tremulous debauchee ?

Fill again to the brim, again to the brim !

For water strengtheneth life and limb.

To the days of the aged it addeth length,

To the might of the strong it addeth strength ;
It freshens the heart, it brightens the sight,

‘Tis like quaffing a goblet of morning light !

So water, I will drink nothing but thee,

Thou parent of health and energy !

When over the hills, like a gladsome bride,
Morning wa’ks forth in her beauty's pride,
And, leading a band of laughing hours,
Brushing the dew from the nodding flowers.
Oh ! cheerily then my voice is heard

Mingling with that of the soaring bird,

Who flingeth abroad his matin loud,

As he freshens his wing in the cold gray cloud.

Butwhen eveninghasquitted hersheltering yew,
Drowsily flying, and weaving anew

Her dusky meshes o’er land and sea,

How gently, O sleep, fall thy poppies on me !
For I drink water, pure, cold, and bright,

And my dreams ure of Heaven the live-long
night.

So hurra for thee, water ! hurre ! hurra !
Thou art silver and gold, thou art ribbon and star;
Hurra for bright water ! hurra ! hurra ! —Sel.

PROHIBITION IN MAINE.
BY HON. NEAL NDOW.,

Maine, before the Maine law, was the poorest
State in the Union, spending in stx:ong drink the
entire valuation of all its property of every kind
in every period of twenty years, as the nation is
doing in every period of thirty-five years. There
wasno State in the Union consuming more drink
than Maine, in proportion to its population,
while now there are no peoplein the Anglo-Saxon
world consuming so little. Maine is now one of
the most prosperous States in the Union. Mr.
Blaine, in the Garficld campaign said it was the
most prosperous State in the Union.

There were many distilleries in Maine, and

two breweries ; now there is not one remaining,
and has not been for many years. Great quanti-
ties of West Indin rum were imported --coming
by the cargo, many cargoes every year. Now not
even one puncheon comes, nor has there heen
one for many years.

Liquor shops were everywhere over the State,
wholesale and retail, some of them on a large
scile.  Now the liquor sold here in violation of
of law is small in quantity, and on the sly. There
is no wholesale liquor dealer in the State, and
the retail shops are few, small, and all of them
selling more or less upon the sly.

In more than three-fourths of the State con-
taining more than three-fourths of its population,
the liquor traffic is practically unknown. An
entire generation has grown up there, never hav-
ing seen a rum shop nor the effects of one. A
fraction of the traflic lingers in cities and larger
towns, but only a fraction. It is far within the
fact to say that in Portland there is not one-hun-
dredth part so much liquor sold as there was
before prohibition, though the city is twice larger
than it was then.

In 1886, after an experience of the benefits of
prohibition for 33 years, there was a popular vote
on a prohibitory constitutional amendment,
which was adopted by a majority of 47,072, the
affirmative vote bLeing three times larger than
the negative.

Prohibition has caused every decent man to
abandon the liquor trade, which is now in the
hands of the Jowest class, mostly foreigners.
That even a fraction of it remains he attributes
to the fact that the liquor law has sev’ous de-
fects, which will be corrected bye-an¢ oye, and
that some of the courts are not true to their duty
and official oath.

In the old rum time all over the State, there
were indications of poverty and decay. Every-
where dilapidated, tumble-down houses, barns,
fences, school-houses, meeting houses, and public
buildings, old hats and rags in the windows in-
stead of glass, doors off the hinges, the cattle
hide bound, shivering under the lce of dilapidated
barns—infallible proofs of idleness, laziness,
poverty and decay. Now, there is none of that
anywhere. Everything indicates industry, en-
terprise, thrift and prosperity. Maine can no
longer be recognized as the same.

The blessings and prosperity coming to Maine
from prohibition, says Mr. Dow, are so great that
they cannot be numbered or estimated by any
meode of computation now known.

Rev. Dr. Withrow, of Toronto, confirms this
emphatic testimony from his own personal ex-
perience. It would be difficult to impugn the
soundness of the argument used by these gentle-
men, that the law cannot he described as a
failure, merely because some liquor is sold on the
sly. Itis the same with all laws. The power
which makes laws, establishes courts to punish
the breaking of them, thusrecognizing that they
will be broken.—Sel.
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‘TOM—-YOUR FATHER."

¢ T°S all nonsense, Isay ! Pure and simple non-
& The idea of a day like this and
horses in the stable, and Sunday the only day a
man has free, and notions like yours shutting
out allenjoyment! That's the trouble with you
Church folks, you are so narrow.” And Mr.
dward Hampton brought his thin lips together
determinedly.

The face of his sister-in-law, Louise Sydney,
flushed, but there seemed no particular quailing
on her part as she said quietly. in & voice that
was very sweet, ‘*Are you sure it is pure and
simple nonsense? Is my religion narrow?”
But though.the voice was sweet, & rare intensity
threaded it, and had Edward Hampton looked
closely he would have seen Louise’shand tremble
so that the ferns touching it there by the con-
servatory window trembled also.

But Mr. Hampton was looking neither at the
ferns nor at his young sister-in-law, but out
through the door of the conservatory, across the
eereen lawn to the blue hills heyond.

*If it wasn't for Tom. Edward—"

*There, Louise ! don’t throw thé hoy at me, 1
can't stand that.  Tom must live life for himself
It is impossible for a father to stand guard over
a boy continually. Tom will have to decide
matters for himself. But if he never does any
thing worse than take a drive through green
fields on & Sunday morning like this I guess he
will not go far astray.”

“But you know,” put in the same sweetly
insistent voice, ‘“if you give a boy an inch he
takes two ; that is the recklessnees of youth.”

sense !

“f don't think Tom is quite devoid of sense,™ !

replied the father coldly. “He would not bz a
son of his mother if he were.” And with this
Mr. Hampton stepped through the door and
down ashort flight of steps, called his dog, and
passed.on toward the stables. But he did not
enter ; instead he wandered further on through
the extensive grounds, picking a leaf here and a
flower there,

Louise Sydney made her way into the parlor,
and, standing by the window, watched her
brother-in-law disappear among the shrubbery.
A sadness crept over her face, and a wistful look
to her eycs. She so longed to be of help—an
inspiration to right doing—here in her sister's
family, where death had claimed the angel of
the household, and where the luxuriousness of
wealth made easy a life of indulgence.

There was a sound of hurried footsteps in the
hall, a fragzment of a light song, and Louise
turned.

“If Tam not home to dinner, Aunt Louise,
vou needn’t mind.,” And there was Tom—laugh-
ter-loving, reckless Tom beside her, driving
gloves in hand, and necktie arranged with fault-
less precision.

\

t

“Oh, Tom. it's Sunday! Your father won't
like it if you are not at home.™

*Father don't mind,” said the youth lightly.
,* He understands. Likelier than not he'll be out
"driving himsell and you and FElsie have the
, dinner to yourselves,”

“ Bat is it right, Tom?” And now the voice,
' though just as sweet as hefore, was more carn-
I estly persuasive : for to Lonise, the bright, cager
; youth seemed standing where some hand should
" reach to steady him, lest he fall. Should it be
- hers?

“But Aunt Lou, you must own that your
church views are a little narrow. Sunday is the
only day a fellow has free: and not only that,
bt yvou  well. you hardly leave anything to be
enjoyed, with your strait-lnced notions.™

*We leave you the whole sixdays.  But there
is another thing, Tom- your father. He's alone
now, save yvou—that is, so far as companionship
goes, I have known a boy stand so brave and
strong in the strength of his manhood as to be
unconsciously a support. Are you that kind of
a boy, Tom? Your father needs some one to
turn to.” And now Louise looked straight into
the laughter-loving eyes of her nephew. DBut
the light of laughter gradually faded from Tom
Hampton's eyes as she gazed, and a more serious
. look crept into them. For an instant he returned
his aunt's steadfast gaze, and then he drew a
sigh and turned his face outward. Wonderfully
like his mother was his aunt at times, and his
mother—well, only he kunew how close his
mother had stood o him. At last he turned
back to the one beside him anit said gallantly -
Tom wits every inch a gentleman -

* Tam afraid we are treating you a little shab-
bily, Aunt Lou. You are our guest, and yet we
plan things for our own enjoyment and do not
consult yours. Weleave you to find your way
to chureh alone, and—" he colored slightly as
though he realized he was resorting to evasion—
“it is not as it should be.” Turning on his heel.
he abruptly left the room. Instead of opening
the outer door, he went slowly up the stairs
again to his room and closed the door after him.

What a prayer was that Louise Sydney
breathed for help and guidance, and above all,
discretion, in taking up life here where such
vital issues centered !

A little later than usual Louise passed down
the steps that morning, in answer to the last
summons of the church bell. She had hogped
her nephew's door would open ; but though she
heard bim moving about his room, as if re-
arranging his toilet, there was no indication of
any intention on his part of making his word
good, as far as concerned attendance upon
divine service. And so at the last moment she
wended her way alone, feeling, in spite of her
brave effort to lease the issues where her prayer
had flown, a slight weight of discouragement.
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Butoh! what a quick wave of light flooded
the face of this earnest-hearted Christian girl, —
who had relinquished personal plans for the |
sumimer to serve her friends in bereavement—
when, as the first hymn was being sung, a
cuictly arrayed youth entered the pew and, |
taking o pliace Leside her, accepted the book she
proflered, and with her joined in the service.
And yet she strove to hide her gladness for fear
it might tell too much of the anxiety she had at
times felt concerning this self-same youth, so
well endowed by nature to stand high among
his fellow-men, yvet, alas! easily Jed into what
seemed to Louise, with her Christian training,
wrong doing.

* *

“They bave both gone—Tom and Aunt Lou—
and you said we were going for a ride, papa.
Aren’t we to go?™ It was Ltile Elsie’s voice,
and Mr. Hampton standing in the midst of the
rreen world without, unconscionsly weaving a
mind’s picture that the words of his sister-in-law
had brought before him, turned in answer to it.
s he looked down into his little daugiiter's face -
like a flash it came to him that if he were sure
the vears wounld make the child before him
strong, and sweet, and carnest—as strong and |
sweet and earnest, in fact, as was his sister-in. !
Iaw Louise—he wonld ask for little else. Some |
women were —well--he sighed and slipped his
hand protectingly over the ~lender one of his
child. She had no mother to watch her now,
poor dear!

His heart was very tender as, fitting his step
to Elsie, he walked back to the house through
the Sabbath stillness, saying at last, I think,
Elsie, we will not ride to-day.”

When the charch-goers returncu, they found
the side balcony strewn with books and maga-
zines. But it was not until later that cither of
them knew the horses had not been taken from
the stables, and only one then wondered as to,

the cause, and that was Louise. I
* * * » »* * »* N

* * * * *

The grapes were hanging in rich clusters on
the vines, and the soft haze of September hung |
over the landscape. Again the church bells
were summoning God’s people to worship, and
Mr. Edward Hampton, looking out upon his
beautifully rolled lawn, seemed noting the
vellow leaves that now and then fluttered from
the elms on to the greensward below, but his
thoughts were far away.

There was the sound of a firm tread upon the
polished oak stairs, and his son was beside him.

¢ [ trust, father, you are not displeased with
the step I purpose taking this morning in uniting
with the church.” Histones were hearty and had
a genial ring that told somechow of satisfaction.

His father turned, and with a slightly amused

* Perhaps, my boy, I have hardly been frank
with you, but—well,” he cleared his voice, *“ you
see, Tom, I cannot have you getting ahead of
me.” ‘There were tears now in the father's eyes

" and a huskiness in his tone as he reached and

laid his hand upon his son's shoulder.

A questioning look came into the youth’s eyes.
as he said,— .

** 1 do not exactly understand, father.”

*No? You will not take the step alone, Tom.
I intend joining you. I have acquainted Dr.
Barrows with my wish, and should have told
you —"

‘“Futher!” Lroke in the youth, as leaning
slightly forward, he gave his parent a quick,
cager look.

¢“8Sit down, Tom ;" and the father pushed a
chair towards his boy, taking another him-elf.
1 donot know whether it's your angel mother,
or you, Tom, or your Aunt Louise that has led
me into it. But things do not look the same as
before your mother went from us.” His vouice
was too tremulous now to audmit of going fur.
ther. and he passed his hand ligetiy, over his
face, and looked out again to the yellow leaves
on the lawn.

Tom reached out his hand and clasped his
father's.

“I understand, father, You feel as I did—ax
though with mother yonder, we must ger
there ourselves.” And the young man arose.
¢ I cannog tell you how glad you have made me.
Does Aunt Louise know ¢"”

‘1 have said nothing to her. She will be glad
—we know that. As I have said, I hardly know
whether it was your mother, or you, or your
Aunt Louise, who has led me to change my
views. But there is Elsic—she has no one but
us now, Tom.”

Tom nodded assent, and the two made their
way from the room.

In all the wide world over it is doubtful if
there was a happier girl than Louise Sydney, as

13

"an hour later, bowing her head in the further

end of the pew, she let the silent tears flow as
she recognised that two had left the pew and
were now standing at the church-rail plighting
their vows for Christ, when she had expected
but one to . .c that step.

Little Elsice, in the place her father had just
vacated. looked on, wondering what it all meant.
Whuen her father was again beside her, she
drew his hand towards her and stroked it lov-
ingly. But when, looking up, she saw traces of
tears upon his face, she reached, and drawing
his head down to her, whispered, I love you,
pap.”

And many of the worshippers who viewed the
scene, felt tears upon their own lashes. Very

look stealing into his uray eyes, said, gazing at | near indeed seemed Christ to his people in that

the young man carnestly,—

hour.—Youny Peoplc's Weekly.
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utevmational $. S. Lressons

Adapted Jrom the Westminster Question Doo..
THE CITIES OF REFUGE
135 September.

T.es. Josh. 20 : 1.9, Gol. Text, ITeb. 6 : 13,
Alem. vs. 9. Catechism, Q. 37,

Iloye READINGS.

M. Num.33:1-..cv.vveeee. . The Laro of Refupe.

7. Josh.20:19.... The Cities of Iefuges

W, Heb.6:11-20 . oo Fleeiny for Refuge.

The Psa'm46: 111000000 weer Guil our Refnge.

2 Psalm 1M42:1-7T..cceenlls S Thowart my Refuge.”

N. Rom. 7:18:23..... veevv S Who Shall Deliger Me 37
S Matte 112 25.300 oo veeonn o*€ Come unto Me”

Time—B.C. 1444, soon after last season.

Place—Shiloh, a city of. Ephraim north of
Bethel, where the tabernacle was set up.  Josh,
13: 1.

BETWEEN THE LESSoNs.

The appointment of the cities of refuge as told
in to-day's lesson occurred after the land was
divided among the tribes. Ancient usage al-
lowed the nearest kinsman of the slain to killhis
slayer on the spot.  As one nughy kill another
accidentally these cities were agpuinted for the
protection of the guiltless slayer, accp_rdmg to
the Lord’s command to Moses,  Num. 35 : Deut.
1): 113,

Lessox Prax.

I. The Appointing of Refuges, vs. 1-3.
I1. The Law of Refuge, vs. 46, _
7il. The Naming of Refuges, vs. 7-0.

IIELPs iN STUDYING.

2, “Whercof I sp:ke unto you"'—see Num, 35 :
1-15. Secalso Deut. 19: 210, 3. “Unawaresand
unwittingly”—with nodesign to commit murder.
In case of wilful murder, no place could afiord
protection.  Ix. 21 @ I
the nearest kinsman of the person slain. 4.
“The entering of the gate™—the usnal placeinthe
East for hearing and decid.ng cases.  “‘Declare
his cause”—make his statement about what he
had done. “Shall take him into the city"—give
him shelter and the means of support to await
another trial. 6. “Uniil he stand before the con-
gregation™—the elders of his own city orof the
place where the act ocenrred were to sit in judg-
ment on the case. “Until the death of the high
priest”~the man had to sufler for his carcless-
ness, though innocent of any intent to kill. 7.
“They appointed"—sanctified, conscerated. Three
of these cities were on the west of Jordan—
Kedesh in the north, Shechem in the centre,
Hebron in the south ; three were on the east of
Jordon—Bezer in the south; Ramoth in the
centre, and Golan in the north, A manmight in
half a day reach onc of these cities from any part,
of the country. 9. “And for the stranger'—for
Gentiles as well as Jews.,  Christ is the divinely-
appointed, near, accessible, sife, and only Refuge
for penitent sinners.

LiFE TEACHINGS.

1. Wilful murder should be punished with

eath.

2, Careless injury of others is not to be ex-
cused. .

3. Christ is our Refuge fromn sin and ite punish-
ment,

4. God has done everything possible to help us
to flee to this Refuge.

5. We should ourselves haste to Christ and
help others to flee to him.

“Avenger of blood"— |

JOSEETA RENEWING THE COVENANT,.
22 September,
Les. Josh, 24 : 14-25, Gol. T 'xt, Josh. 21.24,
Mem. vs, 22.24, Catechism Q. 33,
IToME READINGS.

J. Josh.£3:1-16. ...l Joshwa’s Wairning.

20 Josh 245 1-15 wevnescvinduslined’s Charge.

W, Jis s 16-27. ... cedonhner feneseing the Cor't.
The 1 Kn SNolvwon's Choiee

F. 39 .ooevs The Chuice at Carmel.

N, 3-42 e vy s ( hofee.

N. Row, 12:1-2L..... . dlusonable Sertice.

Time—T13.C. 1426, eighteen years after the Inss
lesson, and twenty-fifth year of Joshua's rule
over Israel.

Place—Shechem, between Mounts Thal and
Gerizim, about ten nnles north of Shiloh, and
not far from Tim nathse’'rah, where Joshua was
then living,

BETWEEN THE LEssoNs.

Nearly cighteen years of pence and prosperity
followed the Israclites’ comuest of the land.
Jovhun, knowing that his eud was near, called
together the elders and rulars of Isracltoreceive
hix final charge. Soon after this he assembled all
Isracl, by their officers and representatlves, at
Shechem, gave them his farewell counsel, and
bound them in a solemn covenant of fidelity to
the Lord, as told in to day's lesson. This was
Joshua's last official act. e died soon after,
aged onc hundred and ten.

Lrssoxy Prax.
I. The Charge to the People, vs. 14, 15.
JI. The Choice of the People, vs. 16-21,
I1I. The Covenant Renewed, vs. 22.25,

HELPS 1N STUDYING.

1L “Now therefore” - the Lord having done
such’ great things for you. *‘Fear the Lord”—

reverence aud worship him.  * In sincerity and
in truth"—not in pre‘ence and form. “Put
away”- have nothing to do with. *The flood”
—the river Euphrates.  “In Ewpt"—sce Ex. 32,
15. ©If it seem evil"—undesirable, unprofitable.
“Chrose you'—by comparing the gods of the
heathen with Jehovah. “This day™—at once.
“As for me and my house” regardless of the
course others may take. 16, “God forbid”—Ube it
far from us. 17, 18. Substantial reasons for
their choice. “‘He is our God™~we have bound
ourselves to him by solenmmn vow. 19. “Ye can-
not serve the Lord™  in your own strength only.
“An holy God”—and therefore reanires his ser-
vants to be holy. “A jealous God™ he has no
equal and can suffer norival. ““Will not forgive”

will not tolerate. While merciful to the
penitent, he will not clear those who persist in
sin. 24, *“The people said”—for the thiid time.
25. “Made o covenant™ - renewed the covenant
made at Sinai. Ix. 19, 20. “Sct them o statute”
—made this covenant a part of their national law.,

TirE TEACHINGS.

1. The service of God is a matter of free choice.

2. There are good reasons why we should
choose this service immediately.

3. We cannot serve God and the world, or
mammon —we musy choose between them.

4. Whatsocever others may do, we should per-
severe in God’s service while life lasts.

5. Weshould do all we can to lead others to
make this better choice.

REVIEW.
29 September.
SToDES 1IN JEWISH IHiSTORY.
Ex. 20,—Josh. 24. Gol. Text, 1 Ki. 8:36,
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HoME READINGS ON REVIEW. THE TRIUMPH OF GIDEON.
‘,}{ 1]:\ Q(I)J ]-1171‘:l 32\_: 1‘35] cee cee L.ossm:si(l.lnh 13 Oct.

L Lev.19: 1-11: .10 b . LescansML, IV, - e . - o= .-
I, Ko, 13:17:337 215420, o oveee Losons Vo V1o | s, Tudiz, 72 1323, Gol. ‘Text, Ps. 2123,
Tk 3)cl'lt“¢$ : ; 53 Josh, 3:1-17......Lessous VI L., VIIL. | Mem. vs. 19, 20 Catechism Q. 4.6,
£ Jusho G len (oL L. Lessons INL
S deshole: 145201000 D Lessons X, XTI HoME READINGS.

S Josho 24188l .....Lessons XIT. M. Judg.6:1-30 «uuvoe. The Midiawit Oppression.
—_— i . 7. Juds, 621124 .0 The Coll of Gideon.
THE TIME OF THE JUDGES. W. Judg. 6:2549 ... The Sivns of the Flecee.
6 Oct. Th. jllllll;.'. 7:‘1-8 ........ ﬁlc Jll riy o_" (;'irI(mu;.
O 0. T29-230 00l The Iri rof Gideon.
Tew Judges 2: 112,16, Gol. Text, Judge 2, 16. | X7 Piniin 202 10 12706 fanrdd Ctron Hin Anwinodd.
Mem, vs. 11, 12 36, Catechism Q. 1-3. N, 1Cor.1:21-3l....... The Weal to Congound the Mivhty

‘This lesson begins the fourth quarter, and is a
continuation of ** Studies in Jewish History.”
Hoxe ReADINGS.

L. Deut. 6:1.25. .. Exhortation to Obedicnee

2. Deut. 7: X-11 . Commu ionacith fdolators Forbidden
W. Lev.25: 1138 . A Bleasing upon the Ohed ient.

The Lev 26: 148, A Curse upon the Disolediont.
FooJude.2:1 20 . The Timeor the Judges.

So Isa. 1:10-81 o Repentance Regnired.

S. Isa. 40:18:.31 .. Lhe Foily of Idvlatry.

Time—The period of the Judges was from the
death of Joshua, B.c. 1426, to the inauguration
of Saul as King, B.c. 1075.

DPlace The site of Bochim was probably near
Shiloh, between Bethel and Shechem, where the
tabernacle was set up and solemn assemblies
were held.

BerwEEN 118 LESSONS.

The hook of Judwuzes continues the history of
1srael from the death of Joshua to the death of
Samson. It takes its name from thespecial class
of rulers whose acts it records. ‘This Jesson
gives a general view of the condition of Israel
during the period of the judges.

LEessoN Prax.
I. Weeping at Bochim, vs. 1-5.
II. Death of Joshua, vs. 6-10.
II1. Raising up Judges, vs. 11, 12, 16.

HELPS 1N STUDYING.

1. “ Anangel of the Lord™ the angel of the
Lord,” whose message is delivered, as if the
Lord himself were speaking,  And Isaid”  sce
Gen. 17 ;7. God's promises stand sure. 204N
League™ literally, “covemmt.” BEx. 23 @ 32;
Deut, 7:2,35; Josh 9:7; 23: 12, 13, “Ye have
not obeyed™ see vs, 11, 12, 3. “As thorns™ a
constant source of disquiet. 1. “Wept™ the
angel’s reproof and threats hrought them to
repentance. 5. “Bochim™  (weepers)—nothing
more is recorded of this place. “Sacrificed there
unto the Lord '—sceking vardon for sin, and a
return of protracting favor. 6. “When Joshua
had let the prople go™  verses 6:9 are nearly the
same as Joshun 24 728310 Thev connect the his-
tory given in the hooks of Joshua and Judges,
and contrast the condition of Israel in the two
periods. 7. “All the days of the elders™ under
the intluence of their example and teaching.
*“The great works™  wrought in bringing them
into Canaan. 10. **Knew not the Lord ™ —did not
serve and obey him, had no thankful sense of
his mereies, 110 “Baalim™  the plural of Baal,
used to include all false gods. 10 “Nevertheless
—though they deserved only wrath. ““Judges”
—leaders and governors, So he is still gracious
and leng sutiering.

Lire TEACHINGS.
. The influence of good peoplelives after them.

-t

<

God punishes sin by the evil it produces.
3. We casily forget the Gad of our fathers. !
4. If we forsake him we must expect his wrath. |
5. Heis ever ready to help the penitent.

6. He is mereifnl even in the inidst of wrath
not willing that any should perish.

Time—About B.c. 1222, Gideon was Judge B.C.
12221152, The chronolozy is quite uncertzin
until we reach David’s time.

Place—The gathering of Gideon's army was at
the well of Harod, near the Hill of .\lorcfx, av the
foot of Mount Gilboa.

BEPWEEN THE _ESSONS.

Chapters 3-6 give a condensed history of the
eriod of about two hundred years, between the
ast lesson and this, during which the Israclites
sufiered repeated oppressions on account of their
idolatry.  On their repentance judges were
rised up to be their deliverers. as_ follows:
First servitude, to Moab: IEhud, Shamgur.
Third servitude, to Jabin and Sisevi; Deboral
and Baralk. Tourth servitude, to Midian;

Gideon. Our Home Readings give the entire
account of the last named. Study them care-
fully.

LEssoN Prax.
1. Gideon's Encouragement, vs. 13-15,
I Gideon's Three Hundred vs. 16-15.

111, Gideon's Victory, 19-23.

HELPs 1IN STUDYING,

13. “When Gideon was come™—to the cunp of
the Midianites, whither the Lord had sent him.
v, 9-12. A cake” - the coarsest kind of bread,
indieating the humbie origin and station of
Gideon, 14 **This is nothing else™--showing the
tervor Gideon's name had cansed amonyg the
Midianites, Compare Ex. 23:27; Josh 2:9-11.
15, **He worshipped™  this further evidence that
God was with Inm filled him with adoring glad-
ness, 16, “Lamps™--torelies bidden within the
pitehers. When the pitchers were_broken the
torches would flare sudienly. 18, < Tho sword of
tne Lord™- the Lord’s naane has the first place.
The battle ana the victory were to be his. 14
“The middle waich™  from ten o'clock p.y. to
three A, 21 ey stood™ - each of the three
companies (v. 16) had a place assigned toit. on a
disferent side of the cawp. The effect was to
awaken all at the same time, and thus make
gencral panic and contusion. 22, *The hast fled”

unable in the dark to distinguish friend from
foe, slaying oune anather. 2. “The wen of
Israel” "Gideon's disbanded army, vs. 4-8.

Lire TEACHINGS.

1. The Lord is our Defence and Deliverer.

2. His soldiers need courage, prudence, and
promptuess.

3. Hecan give victory by few as well as by
many.

4. We are strong when
strength,

5. He will never fail those who put
trust in Him.

we trust in God's

their

Every day is a little life, and our whole it is
bt o day repeated.  Those. thevefore, that dare
lose a day. are dangeronsly prodigai; those that
dare misspend it, desperaie.
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