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HAlobements of Organizutions.

O

THE AM. TRACT SOCIETY AND SLAVERY.

[J- J. B. Linton, Esq., of Stratfurd, C. WV, still con-
tinues his commendable and cfficient exertions o
br.aging public sentiment to bar agaiust the culpable
conduct of the Am. Tract Sucicty, in its treaunent o,
the heinous sin of Am. Slavery.—From a “ Report of
the New York General association,” unanimonsly adopt-
<d August 26, 1833, and recently reprinted in Canada
by Mr. Linton, the following is preseated:—]

The question as to the course of this Society upon
the subject of slavery his rdference mainly to the
policy ot its Pablishing Committee. The fuct has ot
late clicited extensive comment, that in the two thou-
sand distinct publications of the Tract Society, there

S T

“Q, that tlic souls of cur scrvants were more regard-
ed by us! that we might give a better demonstration
that we despise not our own souls, by doing what we
~an fur the svuls of our gervants. How can we pre-
tend to Christianity, when we do no more to Chris-
tinnize our servants ?”

“ The fulloning paragraph, which Mather wrote in
the same counedtivn, is suppressed in the Tract Socie~
ty's edition :

“But if any servant of God mnay be so honored by
hitn as tu be made the successful instrument of obtain-
iz from a British Patliament « an Act for the Chris-
<anizing of the Slaves in the Plantations,” then it
muy b hoped that something more may be done than

has 3ot Leen done, that the blood of suuls may not be
found in the skirts of our nation, controversy of
heaven wih our colouies may be removed, and pros-

is not to be found one pointed cundemuation of Ame-*Crity may be restored, or, however, the honorable
tican Slavery as a system of iniquity or a lindrancc|instrument will hav: unspeakable peace and joy in
to thesucess of the Gospel, butthat, un the cuntrary,|

there is a studious awvidance of this topic, and 1r svuc
cases has been a suppression ov alteration of phrases
originally penned by pure and holy minds to condemn
& system at war with every principle of humanity and
every dictate of the Gospel.

The fact of suppression has been made conspicuous
in two or three prominent examples.

ALTERATION AND SUPPRESSION.

The fiest exanple of the suppression and alteration
of sentinents on the sulject of slavery, is in the re-
print of Cotton Mather's ¢ Lssays to Dr. Good” The
preface to the Tract Society’s edition states that *iu
this edition, such portiouns of the original essays are
omitted, and such changes have been made in the
phraseology, as might be expected after the lapse o
more than a century since the work was written.”

In Cotton Mather's book, as he wrote it, occurs this
sentences—

* 0, that the souls of our slaves were more regard-
ed by us? that we might give a better demonstrativn
that we despise not our own souls, Ly doing what we
<an for the souls of our slaves, [and nol using them
-8 if they had no souls! That the poor slaves and
blacks which live with us, may by our means be made
the candidates of the heavenly lifel] How can we
pretend to Christianity, when we do no more to Chris-
tidnize our slaves?” -

The edition of the Tract Society omits the scatences
in brackets, and substitutes ' secvaats” for * slaves.”
It reads as follows s

|
|

the remembrance of his cudeavors. In the mean time,
the slave-trade is o spectacle that shocks humanity.
** The barmiess nntives basely they trepan,
Aud fster Laulles for the souls of mea,

‘I'he wretches they to Christian climes bring o’er
*£o serve worse heathens thau they did before !

Such are the “ changes in phraseology, which might
be expectad after the lapse of more than a century.”

Another example of such alterations is found in the
Society's repriit of Joseph John Gurnes's * Habituel
Erercise of lice to God.”  The original edition roads,
page 142z

“If this love had alnays prevailed among professing
Christians, where would bave been the sword of the
«rusader? Where the African slave-trade? Where
the udious system which permits to man s property in
his fellow-men, and converts rativnal beings into
marketable chattels ?”

In the Tract Socicty's edition, page 142, wo read ;:—

«If this love had always prevaiied among profess-
ing Christians, where would have been the sword of
the crusader ? Where the tortares of the Inqaisition ?
Where every system of oppressivn and wrong by which
he who has the power revels ia luxucy and ease a$ the
expense of his fellow-men?

For the “slave trade,” which in this country is a
real, palpable horror, is substituted the “ Inquisitioa,”
which is known to us only from 1he pages of history;
and the thought of the reader is transferred from the
present crimes of Virginia to the obsolete crimes of
Spain. And instead of “fha? odious system which
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permits to man a property in hisfellow men, and con-
verts vationanl beings into marketable chattels,” we
have o vague and feeble genernlization abuut ¢ ever)
system of oppression and wrong.”

It helps the matter not at all, as regards the posi-
tion of the Tract Suciety, that Mr. Gurney was induced
to consent to these alterations in the lhiope of a wider
circulation of lus book. The respunsibility of the
change rests with those who made this « condition
of publishing the book in this country.

Stll another example of such alterations is found
in the Society's edition of the Hemorr of Mury Lundie
Duncan. In the preface we are told that “a few
pages which the Committee deemed of less interest to
the general reader, or which alluded to points of dis-
agreement among Lvangehcal Christins, have been
dropped.” The fullowing is a specimen of this expur-
gation. In the original diary we find this entry under
date of Angust 1st:

“ Freedom has dawned this morning on the British

colonies. [XNo more degraded lvwer thun the brutes—no
tnore bowed down vuth suffering from uhich there is no
vedress,] the sons of Africa have ubtained the rights
of fellow subjects—the rights of man, the immortal
creation of God. Now they may seek the sunctuary
Jearless of the lash—they may call thar children their
ouwn.) Hope will animate their hearts, and give vigor
to their efforts.  Uh! for more holy men to show them
the way of salvation! The Lord keep them from riot
and idleness! They have Leen so little taught that
He only can avert confusivn and tumult as the result
of their joy.”

The lines in brackets and italicized are omitted in
the Society’'s edition. The fact that slaves are degrad-
od, that they fear the lash, that they cannot call their
children their own, are suppressed; the prayer that they
may be kept from riot and idleness is retained.  Such
are the examples of suppression and alteration.

EFFECTS OF THIS POLICY.

This policy of omission, suppression, and evasive
silence on tbe subject of slavery, which may be fairly
said to characterize the present adnunistration of the
Tract Socicty, tends to degrade the moral sense of
Christians at the Svuth with reference to that system
of imquity,which they should laber cuntinually to abol-
ish. Mr. Guarney,who was widely known and beloved
as o sincere, humble, intelligent and devoted folluwer
of the Lord Jesus Christ, declared that the habitual
exercise of love to God by prufessing Christians, would
do away with the African slave-trade, and with the
todious system which permits to man a property in
his fellow-men, and converts rativnal beings into
marketable chattels” Tbe Publishing Comauttee of
the Tract Socicety so alter this passage, as to take
away the author s testimony against slas eltolding and
the slave-trade. The natural effect of this change
upon the conscience of a Southren Christian, is an
impression that his fellow Christiuns who support the
Tract Society, did not aggree with Mr. Gurney in the
opinion that holding men as “ marketable chattels”
is contrary to the love of God. .

That devoted young Christian, Mary Lundic Dun-
caa, expressed her thanksgiving to God that the sons
of Africa in the British colunies are “no more degrad-
cd lower than the brutes, that they may scek the
sanctuary feariess of the lash, and may call their
children theirown.” This thanksgiving was retained
in ad edition of her memoirs published by the Messrs.
Carter,.of New York, which was widely circulated at
the South, and it was never objected to by the South-
ern press. But the Committee of the Tract Socicty,
unsolicited by its Southern patrons, and egainst the
sacred remonstrance of Mrs. Duncan—iwho never gave
even o forced consent till long after the change was

made—canceled this thanksgiving of a heart ‘that
remembered the poor before the cross, and thus
declared to the South that Mary Lundic Duncan had
exaggerated views of the evils of slavery and of the
benefits of emancipation; and now the edition of the
Messrs. Carter, hefore unquestionec, is challenged at
the South as infected with “abolitionism.”

The timid policy of the Committee ofthe Tract Society
has debased the moral sense of Southren Christians
upon the subject of slavery, and thus has helped to
create that vicious and arrogant public sentiment for
slavery, before which this great Society of evangelical
Christians now bow in humiliating silence.

THE REMEDY.

In these circumstances your Committee sce but one
feasible mode, in which the Christian sentiment of the
supporters of the Tract Society on the subject of
slavery can find a just expression. Reports, resolu-
tions, memorials, remonstrances arc of no avail.
These meet only with studied silence or ecasuistic
replies. Itis in vain also to attempt to cripple the
resources of an institution, which, through the bene-
factions of the Chyistian public, has obtained « posi-
tion of wealth and independence equal to that of the
largest publishing houses. Nothing is to be accom-
plished by a divisive movement, or by the organization
and support of an anti-slavery Tract Society. What
ue need is not another anti-slavery Socivty, but the
AMericay Tract Sociery, with its tried and establish-
ed character for usefulness with its Catholie evangeli-
val basis, with its rich catalogue of publications with
its efficient system of colportage, with its hallowed
metnories, with its well husbanded resources, Nor
turnedinto a machinery of anti-slavery propagandism,
Not made distinctly or prominently an anti-Slavery
Society, but brought to bear with its legitimato
influence, in the ordinary and natural course of its
publications, upon the system of slavery as antagon-
istic to the Gospel of Christ and destined to be done
away through the progress of that Gospel.

In ordor to this resuli, the »EMBERS 0f the Society
must labor directly with its Executive Committee and
its Secretaries. There is no reason why an officer of
an) benevolent society, hewever valuable his services,
or Lowever estimable his character, should have a
life-lease of his oftice, or should be continued in that
office for form’s sake, when be is unwilling to conform
the policy of the institution to the known wishes of
the great body of his constitutents. Every life-mem-
der of *he American Tract Society—made such by the
payment of twenty dollars—is entitled to voTE in the
election of its directors. Every life-director is entitled
to vuTe ia the Board of Directors at the election of
Secreteries and the Executive Committee. Let ther
the members of the Society, severally or in companies,
address to cach member of the Publishing Committee,
and to the Secretaries the simple inquiry: Are you
w favour of bringing the influcnce of the American Tract
Sociely, through ils ordinary publications to bear against
the system of American Slavery, as sinful and hostile to the
Gospel of Christ?

It this question shall be answered in the affirmative,
the course of the Socicty in future will be plain. If
in the negative, oa the part of any or all the members
of the Committee or of the Secretaries, let there beat
the annusl election of the Board of Directors a vote
equivalent to & vofe in the British Parliament of
“ want of confidence’” in the existing ministry. When-
ever the constituents of the Society shall make it
apparent to its officers, that they intend to apply the
priociple of the responsibility of representatives to
the management of that Institution, the poli¢y of the
Socicty upon the subject of slavery will be madg to
conform to an enlightened Christian sentiment.
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From the Oberlin Evangelist.
CHURCH VITALITY.

Organized bodics of men may be spoken of as
having a soul. They associate for a common object;
¢lse what is the use of associating at all? The love
they bear to the common object, gives the body its
inspiration—Dbreathes into it its vitality—becomes its
living soul.

When men associate to make money, or to bring
into being some work of common utility, we sce this
doctrine exemplified. Their interest in the common
object gives life to their organization—becomes the
vital spark of their body. If this interest flags, the
body languishes; when it ceases, the body dies.—
When Free Masoury loses its charm, and when its
machinery of forms becomes a stale mummery, no-
body frequents its lodges, and the body becomes de-
fanct. The spirit leaves the body; why should not
death supervene and dissolution follow ?

A Christian Church is an organized body of pro-
fessed friends of Christ. They associate for definite
objects. These objects are more than house-build-
ing, or keeping up & Sabbath Congregation, or paying
and hearing & minister. All these should be oniy
means for yet higher ends. These ends are brietly—
to honor and serve Christ by doing his work among
men ; to diffuse his gospel ; to press men everywhere
to embrace it; and to aid each other in their spirit-
val life.

Now, abviously, each cliurch will have vitality ac-
cording to its measures of hearty interest in thesc ob-
jects.  This interest constitutes a church-feeling—a
church-soxl, it breathes life and animation into the
organized body. The members will Jove each other,
and take delight ia gatherings fur prayer and Chlris-
tian communion. A deep and carnest interest in the
great common objects will beget a demand for relig-
ious mectings, for seasons of mutual prayer and ex-
bortation—for plans and methods looking towards
the consummation of desired objects. How can it
be otherwise ? Human nature works thus in cvery
other case, in all other organizations for a common
object; why should it not work so in the church ?

Now, the thing which welike to urge on our Chris-
tian readers is, the cultivation of this church-feeling.
You can remember when it was a conscious reality.
Perhaps it was in the youth of your Christian life, in
the ¥ time of your espousals,” while your first love
was yet warm. Then you thought more of your
church relations than of all your other social rela-
tions. Then no secret lodge came for & moment into
competition with the church and its gatherings.—
Then th2 brethren in Christ were real brethren to
your heart, and you loved them with tenderest affec-
tion. It was only needful that they should reveal
their hearty interest in Christ’s cause, and your soul
wag on firc with sympathy and love towards such
manifestations.

Hence, you know what the thing'is. Experience
has given you ideas and impressions which no lan-
guage of ours can improve.

Do you not also know to cultivate this church-
fecling—this love for all the common objects which
constitute the living soul of the church? It roustbe
that you appreciate the necessity, for this end, of be-
ing with and ¢n Christ yourself-—of baving your heart
filled with ardent love to his name, so that you shall
decply love all his people for his sake. Then you'
will delight in cvery manifestation of his Spirit
which you msy disc~rn among his professed people.

You will love Christ's followers with moro than a
merely social interest—iwith other affection than what
is begotten among friends not Christians.  You love
them because you love holiness, and because you love
Jesus whom they love.

But there is & special demand for care and effort
in the culture of this church-feeling. It grows out
of the defects of character and manners which even
the grace of conversion and of sanctification does
not at once and entirely remove. Iappy for the
church and her interests, if it did! DBut it does not
and we must expect to mect with unpleasant, and
perhaps even repulsive things in those whom God
has really converted to himself, and whom he is fit-
ting to dwell with himself in heaven. God does not
scorn them because they are ill-bred—does not with-
hold from them bis Spirit because they lack refine-
ment of mind or of manners. Religion has a natu-
ral sympathy with all true refinement—loves it—
nurtures it—blends most readily with it; but does
not repel from its bosom those who lack it. Neither
should you as one of Christ's children.

Your fellow-members may have sad moral defects
of character. Wayward appetites, or ill-governed
temper may make them infinite trouble, and may
give occasion for painful discipline in the church.—
Unless yon are aware of this danger, you may fall
before the temptation to feel that these things are so
unlovely that you cannot have Christian fellowship
anyhow with their authors. And it may, even de-
spite your te-t intentions and efforts, cost you the
utmost care to keep up such a practical distinction
that you can lave them as Christians, while yet you
utterly dielik» and disapprove these unchristian things
in their temper and life. If all Chistians were spot-
less, the discipline of brotherly love would be a far
different matter from shat it is.

You may find & special form of trial in the pecm~
liarities of your Christian brother, considered as an
associafe-laborer.  He may be assuming or dogmatic,
or har<h in tone and bearing, so that something with-
in you wants to say, “I cannot work with that
brother.”

But do you pray for him? and do you carefully
study how ycu can show him the more excellent way ?
If your love for the great common objects of the
church were stronger than death, it would put you
upon effort 1o correct the defective things, and nur-
ture the good. And this very effort would draw out
your héart towards these brethren in unwonted in-
terest, and do you inexpressible good—how much or
how little soever you might succeed in improving
them. Do not fail to try it and see.

QObservation, during many years, has pressed on
our mind the conviction that, in the respects now re-
ferred 10, the church of our times has greatly fallen
from the standard of the church as it came fresh
from the Saviour’s hands. Then the brethren and
sisters “were of one heart and one soul.” %9he com-
mon cause held them . ith & power stronger than
any repellency ;—paramount to all counter attrac-
tions.

Now, it would secem that the union is often little
more than a juxtaposition of names on the church
records, and, perhaps, & proximity of seats at the
communion table. Heart-union is scarcely knownl.
Alss, that the love of Christ and the power of inter-
est in o common cause should leave the bonds of
church connexion so weak! Alas, that the manifes-.
tations of sincere love to tho brethren and to the in-
terests of the church should be so rare, and, where
apparent at all, so feeble! Thisis a lamentation and

shall be for a lamentation! By whom shall Jacob

b 4
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arise, for he is small "—small in this vicw, not iu
numbers norin wealth and talent, so much as in pos-
itive interest in what pertaing to Jucod.

SOULS RUINED BY DELAY.

The masses now in thcir sins, hope and expect te
be comertud before they die. They assume that any
time in life will augwer for conversion, and very com-
monly fiatter therrelves that to-morrow will be
least ns this day if not even much more abundant
in its facitities for the great change.  Liutle do they
consider how startling 1s the testimony of facts on
this very question, showing how fearfully the proba.
bilities ol conversion diminisl. as year; roll auway!
We commend to the serious regmd of all who have
#ais great work yet to do, the following tables, made
up of figures that cannot lie, and bearing full on the
question most vital to the realization ot their hopes
of future repentance. They are from & sermon by
the late Dr. Spencer.

# An accurate examination into the periods of life
in which those, whose lives of godliness give evidence
of true religion. first began to be followers of Clirist
furnishes an amazing demonstration of the folly and
danger of delay! The probability of conversion
diminishes as years roll on.

Make up a congregation of a thousand Christians.
Divide them info five rlasses; according 10 the ages
at which they become Christians,  Place in the first
class all those couverted under 20 years; second
class, ull those converted between 20 and 30; third
class, all those converted between 30 and 40 ; fourth
cluss, all thuse comerted betwean 40 wnd 50 Gfth
class, ull thuse comverted betwern 50 and 0. Then
count cuch of the five classes separately  Of your
thousaud Chiisticns, there were hopefully convated.

« under 20 years of age, 5438
between 20 and 20 years of age, 537
between 30 and 40 ¢ “ 8¢
between 40 and 50 ¢ " 15
beiween 50 and G0 ¢ t 3

Tlere are your five classes!
me: you usk, * Why stop at €0 years old? Ak, well
then! if you will have a siath class, und cun call it
a class—converted,

between GO and 70 years of age, 1
Just one ovut of a thousaud Christians converted over
sixty years old! What alesson on delay I Whatan
awful lesson ! .

1 once made an examination of this sort in respect
to two hundred and fifty-three hopeful couverts to
Christ, who came under my cbservation at a particu-
lar period. Of this two lundred and fifty-three,
there were converted,

under 20 years of age, 138

between 20 and 30 years of age, 85

between 30 and 40 ¢ “ 22

between 40 and 50 ¢ “ 4

" between 50 and 60 ¢ “ o 3

between 60 and 70 ¢ o 1
Beyond seventy, not one! What a lesson on the de-

lay of conversion! what an awful lesson! low
rapidly it cuts off the hupes of the delaying, as they
continue on in life, making darker and darker the
prospect as they arc .earing the tomb ! How rapidly
the prospect of conversion diminishes! far more
rapidly than the prospect of life! Let the sinner
delay till be is twenty yearsold, and he bas lost more
than half the probability of salvation which he had
at twelve! Let him delay till he is thirty years old,
and he bas lost three-fourths of the probability of
saivation, which he had at twenty. Let him delay

But jou complain of

tll he has reached forty years, and only twenty-nine
probalilitics out of a thousand remain to bim. Let
him dday till he bas reackied fifty years, and beyond
tifty there remain to him only fourteen out of a thou-
sand ! What a lesson upon delay ! what an emphat-
ic lessonl  As an unconverted wman trends on into
the vale of yearz, scaveely a single ray of hope re-
wmaius to him { His prospucts of conversion dimin-
ish o great deal lester then his prospects of life l—
The nightfall has come—its shades thicken fust—
truth trembles for him when his feet shall stumble
on the dark mountain of death I”

These fucts and figures are not capricions. They
do not come of chance, nor of causes that wight
operate just within the sphere off Dr. Spencer's ob-
servation and no where else.  They result frem uni-
versul laws of mind, and in the cuse of those nunder
religious training from mfancy, are sure to be devel-
oprd everywhere.  Not that salvation is not rich and
free enough-—not that its ofiers go forth hamj.ered
with limitations—nothing of this sort—tut it is that
the hinderances of conversion are chicfly in the sin-
ner's own breast=—the fruit of his own depravity, and
are angmented daily under the feartal strength of
habit, and the terribly hardening power of sin.  Tho
wain point is—Will the sinner ever benrd his carnest
attention and incline bis very heart to the cliims of
God? Rbsisting while young, he rapidly acquires g
terrible power of resistance, and, ere he ts anae, he
has himself reared a barrier moumain high in the
way of his own repentance and salvation.

Jobn Foster has a forcible illustration of this fuct,
in substance, on this wise:

The admitted diflicultics of conversion are & moun-
tain to be ascended.  To reach the summit is salva~
tion; to fail of it, is to sink into the gull of pordition
that yawns around its buse.  But this mountain, Like
many in the Alps and Andes, is not of equally casy
ascent on all sides and at all points.  Harcisa gentle
slope all the way to the summit; theie you are
brought np against the biufl' nont of a precipice
which defies ascent. The easy slope i§ on the side
wlhich skitts the path of the joung. Yms are a
winding path around the Lase ot the mountain, with
this ramathable feature, that it rapidly descends, and
with accelerated rapidity—a grade always increasing
as jou advance—and the mountain sides adjiucent
consequently grow at evaly sicp more predipitus, so
that you have the certainty of o much sharper
steeps to climb, by how much lenger you follow the
descending grade of jears and of sin areund i1s Luse
befule o commence the ascent. Arvund at those
feartul points where the years are marhed S0, 60, 70,
the mountain sides become awfully ficnwuing, the yeo
cun no longer see the summit, and often you can diz-
cover no winding fissures up which fecble age can
clamber—no projections even on which a tottering
step can take hold. Alas, that suhvation for cternity
should depend on scaling such a mountain, from such
a point of approach! But it does, in the case of
thousands. The aged sinner looks wishfully towards
that -ummit, and mourns that he did not reach it by
the easy slope next the period of youth; but anon
while yet he looks and wishes, he recls, plunges down,
and is gone forever!

But still, the folly of procrastination lives, and the
broad way round the hill and down its rugged sides
is thronged none the less for these mournijul beacous
of warning. This folly even swells to the madnessg
of believing that & more consvenient ascent Jies some-
where along furtber down! Was there ever such ine
fatuation elsewhere in human souls! O sin, truly
thou art a madness!
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MY O\WWN WORK.

There is work for all of us; and there is special
work for each. It is work not for socicties or atlixn-
ces, but it is work for individual minds and hands,.—
It is work which [ cannut do in o crowd, or as one
of a mass, but as one man, acting singly, according
to my own gifts, and under 2 sense of my personal
responsibilitics.  There i3, no doubt, associated work
forme to do; T must do my work as part of the
world’s great whole, or as member of some body.—
But I have spedial work to do as voe individaal, who
by God’s plan and appointment, have a separate po-
sition separate responsibilitivs, and a separats work
—a work which, if I do not do it, must be left un-
done.
gpecial work for me which I have come iuto the
world to do. le may do a higher work and a great-
er work—but he «an not do my wotk. I can not
hand my work over to Lim, any wore than I can
hand over my re_pousibilities or my gifts. Nor can
I delegare wiy work to any assudiation of men, how-
ever well ordered and puwerful.  They hiave thewr
own work to do, and it may be a very nolle ont
bnt they cannot do my work for me. [ must do st
with these hands aud with these lips, which God has
giren me.  Imay do little or may do much; that
matters not; it must be my own work. And by
~doing my owa work, poor as it nray scem to sume, 1
shall better fulfil God’s end in making me what I am,
and more truly gloiify his name tiean if [ were cither
going out of my sphere to do the work of another,
or calling in anothier into my spliere to do my work
for me. The low grasstuft is not the branchiong clm,
nor is it the fragrant rose: but it has a position to
accupy, and a work to do, in the arrangemonts ot
God for this earth of ours, which neither elm nor
rose can undertalke.

Besides, [ have a crown to win; and who can win
it for me? I cannot reach it through the toil of
another, throuzh the operatious of any society of
men. I must win it for myself. No fellow man, can
teear it for me, and no fellow men can win it for me.
I must press forward to the marh for the prizeof
high ealling. My righi of entrance into the hingdom
hag, T know, been won for me by the Sua of God—
That was & work for him alone to do. And he has
dene it! T owe my dcliverance to his blood alone.
1 owe my acceptance to his riglitecousncess alone.  Bat
still there remains for me a race to tun, a prize to
secure. And therefore must I work without ceasing,
with my eye upon the glory to Le revealed whean the
Lord returns, forgetting what is belind, reach on to
what is before, ¢ if that by any wmeans I may attain
uuto the resurrection of the dead.—Rev. Lloratius
Bonner.

PATH OF THE JUST—ITS RADIANCY.
BY THOMAS H. STOCKTON.

The path of the sun is a radiant path; it is not
only glorious. That expresses but half the truth. It
is glorious because it is radiant. The sun is not like
the moon—a mere reflector, glittering with borrowed
light. God has given it light in itsclf, and therefore
it shines, and cannat but shine. If the mountains
could be lifted up, until they should enclose it, like
awall; and the clouds, ascending from the moun-
tains, should concentrate their masses, and over-arch
it, iike & roof,—it would shine still. Nay, made the
more intense by the confinement, it would turn the
mountaing into diamonds, and the clouds into crys-
tels, and flash through them all, and fll the world
with new splendours.

No onc of my fellows cun do that special |

|

So with the path of the just. Iis glory is from
withing it iz o vadiation,  Pat him where you will,
he shines, and cannot bat shine.  God made him to
shine. For in:tance imprison Joseph—and he will
shine ont on all Egypt, cloudless as the sky whers
the rain never falls. Imprison Daniel—and the daz-
zled Hons wiil retire to their lairs, and the king come
Horth to war Lip at bis vising, and all Babylon blesy
Fihe Leauty of the brighter and better day.  Tmprison
I Peter— aud, with an angel for his harbinger star, ho
will spread his aurora frum the fountains of the Jor-
dan to the wells of Beershieba, and Lreak like the
morning over wmonntain and sea. Imprison Paul—
and there will be high noon over all the Roman Iim-
pire.  Imprison John—and the I:les of thesAigean,
and all the coasts around will kindle with sunset
‘visions, too gorgeovus to be descrbed, but never to bo
fargotten—a buundless panorama of propheey, glid-
ing from suy to shy, and enchanting the nations with
openings of heaven, transits of saints and rngels,
and the ultimate glory of the city and kingdom of
GGod. Not only so: for modern times have similar
examples—examples in the Church, and examples in
the State. Tor instance, bury Luther in the depths
of the Black Forest, and “the angel that dwele in tho
bush” will honor him there; the trees around him
will burn like shafts of ruby, and his glowing orb
looms up acain, round and clear, as the light of all
Burope. Thrust Bunyan into the gloom of Bedford
jail—and, as li¢ leans bis head on his hand, the mur-
ky horizon of Britun will flame with fiery symbols—
“delectal.le mountains™ and celestial mansions with
holy pilzrims grouped on the golden hills, and bands
of LY, frum thy gates of pear], hastening to wel-
come them home.—~ZFree Presbytcrian.

l

RELIGION WITHOUT THE CROSS.

Reader! as long as you live, beware of a religion
in which there is not much of the cross. You livo
intitmes when the warning is sadly needful.  Bewaro
[ say again, of a religion witliout the cross.

There arve hundreds of places of worship, in this
dag, in which therc is everything almost except the
cro°s. There is carved oak and sculptured stone.—
There is staincd glass and brilliant painting. There
are solrmn services and & constant rvund of ordinan-
ces. But the real cross of Christ is not there. Jesus
crucified is nct proclaimed in the pulpit. The Lamb
of God i= not 1.!%ed up, and salvation by faith in Him
is not freely proclaimed. And hence all is wrong.
Reader, beware of such places of worship. They
are not apostolical. They would not have satisfied
St. Paul.

There are thousands of religious books, published
in our times, in which there is everything except the
cross. They are full of directions, about saciaments
and praises of the church. They abound in exhorta-
tions about holy living aud rules for the attainment
of perfection. They have plenty of fonts and crosses,
both inside and outside. But the real cross of Christ
is left out. TheSaviour and hisdyinglove are either
not mentioned, or mentioned in an uuscriptural way.
And hence they are worse than ugeless.  Reader, be-
ware of such hooks. They are not apostolical. They
would never have satisfied St. Paul.

Reader, St Paul gloried in nothing but the cross.
Strive to be like .  Set Jesus crucified fully be-
fore the cyes of our soul. Listen not to any teach-
ing which would interpose anything between you-and
him. Do not fall into the old Galatianerror. Think
not that any one in this day is a better guide: than
the Apostles. Do not be ashamed of the old paths,
in waich men walked who.weroe inspited by. the Holy
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Ghost. Let not the vague talk of men, who speak
great swelling words about catholicity, and the
church, and the wministry, disturb your peace, and
make loose your hands from the cross. Churches.
ministers, and sneraments, are all useful in their way,
but they are not Christ crucified. Do not give Christ’s
honor to another. “lle that glorieth, let him glory
in the Lord."—Rev. J. C. Ryle, B, .

PARLOR DANCING.

Among the so-called innocent amusements that
abound in our cities and large villnges, is what is
termed parlor dancing, in which professors of religion
sometimes participate. It usually takes place at a
late hour, near the close of an evening levee or party.
composed of ladies and gentlemen, both married and
unmarried. In justification of parlor dancing, it is
said, “ Many of our most respectable church mem-
bers regard it as an innocent amusement. Mr. A.,
Mrs. B., and Miss C., were at Colonel D.’s party the
other evening, and danced. Mrs. E. played the piano.
They are 2]l church memters. The Rev. Mr. I. suy»>
there is no wrong in the dance when in a prope:
place, and unattended by any of those frivolities and
excesses usually found in the ball-room. Indeed, |
understand the Rev. Mr. G. danced not long since, a
Mr. H.'s party. I cannot see what sin there is in the
mere bodily act of dancing in a sober, respectable
company, collected in a quiet parlor. You allow
otber practices much more exceptionable than this.”

‘We do not propose to go into an extended argn-
ment to prove the sinfulness of dancing, whether in
the ball-room or private parlor ; but we have u word
to say upon the subject. To test its practicability
as & christian exercise, we would put the question to
every conscience,—Do the pregepts of the Gospel
require dancing as onc of the means of grace? We
are exhorted by the Word of God to do all things to
his glory. Can you promote the glory of God in the
dance? Before engaging in this exercise, can you
retire to your closet and pray for divine assistance,
that you may dance with credit to yourself, and to
the admiration of others? Can you pray that you
may enjoy the light of God’s countenance in the per-
formance ? Will it strengthen your faith in Christ,
your humility, meekness, sobriety, or your charity
and bhenevolence ? Will it, in short, aid you to walk
more humbly before God, or more circumspectly be-
fore men? If you can reply to all these questions in
the affirmative then dance often; the oftener, the
more holy and more useful as a follower of Christ.
Dancing is a markof refinement! You church mem-
hers who cannot or will not dance, must take your
place on alower levell Ye are ranked with the
valgar and the lowly ; the doors of the first circles
may yet be locked aguinst you! Yes, dance on,
Christian ! and thus ¢ with all diligence add to faith,
virtue ; and to virtue, knowleage; and to knowledge,
temperance: and to temperace, patience; and to
patience, godliness ; and to godliness, brotherly kind-
nesg; and to brotherly kindness, charity.” But we
have doubts.

There may be no sin in the physical exercise of
dancing. The sin is in the disposition of the heart
which causes the act. We call dancing sinful, be-
cause it is prompted by a frivolous feeling; a love of
conformity to the world, or by any thing but a Cbris-
tian gpirit. This is enough to convince the Christian
that the practice of parlor dancing is repugnant to
the gpirit and character of his boly profession. And,
agide from this internal argument, let him consider
the influence of its example. If the social dance in
the private room be attended with less evil than the

wmore public one of the ball-room in their immedinto
effects, it certainly cannot be in those more remote ;
for, however plausible may be the arguments that are
offered in its justificition, the world will langh them
to scorn, and say, “if you dance, why not we?"—
And sure enough, why should not the irreligious dance
with such examples before them? They may and
will dance when and where they will, and you, Chris-
tian dancer, can utter no voice of rebuke. ¢ But my
parlor,” you say, “is not a ball-room. I allow no-
thing unbecoming a well-regulated and refined social
circle ; nothing to offend the most fastidious taste,
nothing to corrupt the mind or heart,” This may
quiet your own conscience, but carries no conviction
to the pleasure-secking world, that your parlor danc-
g is so dissimilar from that of the ball-roowm, that
you can, without the contradiction of your own ex-
ample, preach Christian sobricty to others. Say
what you will, you cannot convince the devotees of
vicious amusements that there is more sanctity in a
promiscuous assembly of saints and sinners in s
parlor than in one of sinners only in a ball-room.
You cannot convince them that there is any thing
more holy in the sound of the piano, measuring the
movements of Christian feet in the parlor, than in the
sound of the fiddle, regulating those of the ungodly in
the ball-room. Neither can you exonerate yourseif
{rom the pernicious influence of your example, by
pleading the greater respectability of a social party
in a private room. Respectability is not piety, nor
1sit morality. Youcan find no apelogy for such con-
formity to the world. We leave you, fellow-Chris-
tians to your own reflections on this subject.  If you
think we are too illiberal, or are in an error, we will
cheerfully publish your defence, and coufess our
crror, if vonvinced.— Exchange Paper.

Correspondence of the Journal of Counmerce.
THE RELIGION OF JAPAN.

Mr. W. C. Reed, who made the first attempt to
establish a commercial house in Japan, thus writes
after the failure of his enterprise :—

“The religion of this country is as strange as the
people themselves, Our short stay bere has not
afforded us mmnch opportunity to become conversant
with all their vocations and religicus opinions. So
far as 1'’know of them, 1 will write you. Iirst, they
have no Sabbath or weeks, but divide the time by
moons and half moons. Hence the first and middle
of each month is observed as a day of rest or recrea-
tion. On those days no appearance of activity is to
be seen. All the houses are closed, and the inmates
spend their time in eating and licentious enjoyments,
to such an extent, the Russians sny, as to become per-
fectly abhorrent to an enlightened mind.  What
takes place in their houses on those days I am una-
ble to say, but I have noticed their excluding them-
selves from the streets on those days. Temples aro
built all over the country, where there is 2 spot suf-
ficiently picturesque to meet their idea of a temple-
site. In the temple a priest lives, with as many
wives as he wishes, and, to all appearances, leads a
life of licentious debauchery. In front of each tem-
ple is a large bell, which is sounded at certain hours
of the day, or, according to my observation, at any
hour it may suit the pleasure of the Buns or Priests,
and that is a signal that he goes to prayer. Nono
come at the sound of the bell, nor does it appear that
the object is to call the people in. The priest sits
down in front of an altar with a small taper burning,
and with & small mallet in one hand and with astring
of beads in the other, he begins to hum or half sing
a certain number of words, ‘Am Jam Am,’ at the
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game time rapidly striking a wooden bell or tub, and
“then a copper one, and so on alternately for an hour
or 50, cxcept sometimes he censes to strike with the
mallet, and rubs the beads together with both hands,
and renders his voice finer or more slow and plain-
tive. This appears to be all the worship they have,
and their belief 1s that the priest can and mnst do all
¢he praying. Uhere appears to be no solemnity at-
tached to this service by the people ur the priest, for
go inty atemple daring prayer, and the pricsts get up
and begins to laugh and asks questions, &c., the
same as though we entered a shop. In short, I am
informed that the people in general have no respect
for their priests, but treat them as we would some
outcast from society. The ficld for missionary labur
must be unlimited here. 1 trust ere loag that we
shall see American enterprize exhibiting itself in
Japan. Not loag since, some of the leading officers
of this government came to visit me un business, and
their attention was attracted to a sacred picture or
painting hanging on the wall. They asked me what
it was intended to represent. Oar Saviour in his
mother’s arms. They asked if people in our country
bad wings. I seid no, they represented angels,
Aha ! said they, ‘angel! we have none in Japan
manifesting the most perfect surprise and ignoraunce
of beings lihe us having wings. I ashed them if
they weuld not like some hiere. They said, no, we
like not angels.

“Yesterdpy, while these same officers were hiere dis-
cussing some question about my right to stay lere,
&c., the interpreter accidentally piched up the Bible
lying on the table, and begun to read aloud to me
from the first (hapter of Genesis; ~nd he read four
verses quite plain, and stopped, loohed to me and
said, * What book is this?' I told Lim it was the
Bible, the American buok of religion, that all families
had une, and it was the only bouk in the world that
told how the world and he and Ioriginated. T asked
bim to take it and keep it, but he geclined, saying,
‘I cannot, although 1 would be glad to do so,” and
at this time Lie got such a lock frum the other officers
as obliged him to closc it at once and put it away.
From what I have scen and what I can learn, I am
convinced that the Bible and its teachings would
produce a most wonderful and speedy ciange here,
but whether or not the Emperor would alluw of its
prumulgation licre, is wore than I can say. I am
under the impression that he would resist it most
firmly. I do hope that Lefore this year ends, sume
will attempt to teach its principles here.”

Froin the American Messenger,

OLD ALFRED.

This good old man was an African by birth,
brought to this cuuntry very young. While still 1
the prime of life he was converted in the way he men-
tions below, and ripened into a most admirable Chris-
tian cparacter.  'When I'became pastor of my present
charge upon the coast of South Caroling, 1 found
bim among its members, hnown and respected even
by the godless, for his consistent, eminent holiness.
The sceret of it was, that having learned to read and
writt—rare accomplishments for & native Afnican—
l;b\\ a3 a zealous, humble persevering student of the

tble.

Oac of the privileges allowed him in his age, was
the use of & lamp in the dwelling-house of Lis mas-
ter's family, where he could enjoy his evening devo-
tions free from interruption. There, when he had
completed Lis day's dutics, e might be found kneel-
ing at the table, with his open Bible bLefore him,
reading and praying, till, overcome by weariness and
age, he slept.

About eighteen months ago, ho had a paralytic
stroke, from the effects of which he never entively
recovercd.  As fast as he could be persuaded to give
them up, his duties were gently taken from him.
Last winter another struke brought hun still lower;
but he so far recovered as to come once moro to
God’s house on his holy dag. After that he sank
almost steadily into the grave.

During his last illuess, at old Alfred’s request, his
master sent & boat for e, that I might see him once
more. It was a scene I shall never forget. Ile was
in almost intolerable bodily distress—great oppres-
sion of breathing and violent pains——it was impossi-
Lle for him to sit still or lic still. Great beads of
sweat rolled from Lis furchead ; one minute he prop-
ped himself upright in his arm-chair; the next, his
head would fall upon his hnee: but his peace was
like a river,

Perceiving that my coming had somewhat excited
him, I talked for sume time of the Christian's com-
fort, columenting on sume words of the twenty-third
Psalm. As soun as lie seemed calmer, I said, “ Al-
fred, do you feel quite sure wuere you're going when
you leave the world " He looked at me very keenly
for 2 moment, bis piercing Llack eye shining under a
gray eycbrow, and then, mstead of answering my
question directly, began totell me of his youth. The
story was bruhen in a manner indiscribably touching
by tho groans his anguish forced from him. He
spoke of being taken away from his couatry, “No
fuder, no muder—unalady to learn me for say, Our
Fader,” and landed fiicndless and sorrowful in this
country. *One guod old wuman see me at las’, tek
pity on me, bring me for see 'em ebery night, ‘ee read
for me in de Bible, teach me Our Fader; de Lord
bless ‘'m!” Then, as if suddenly remembering my
yuestion, he looked up through his agony with a ra-
diant smile, a smile of victory and peace, saying—
# Oh no, massa, I don't doubt. I KEBER 'FRAID TO DIE,
WHILE MY REDEEMER LIVR.”

Some mentivn was made of his daughter, who was
travelling in another state, and prevented by fresh-
ets in the rivers from returning. As soon as he un-
derstood the remark, he saild in the most natural
manner, “ Oh, I give her to de Lord, long ago.”
She was a Christiun, and hie had no further anxieties
about ber.  When I asked him if he had anything in
his mind about which he pa.ticularly wished me to
pray, he shook his head, bat he showed the deepest
fecling when prayer was offered for the impenitent
members of his master’s family.

Calling on him at another time, Isaid, while in the
act of entering the room, ¢ Well, Alfred, you must be
very weary of suffering so long.” ¢ Me weary? No,
masse; I not weary at all, not at all; I neber weary
wid wat de Lord scn.” Then throwing up his trem-
bling hand, he exclaimed, * Beg 1lim to do ‘ee will.
I can waiton Him!” Said I, “ Do you mean you are
ready to go on suffering in this way?" “Ef He
would please to tck m.,” wag the touching answer,
the thin hands clasping almost in spite of bim; * but
[ not weary massa; beg Lim to do ‘ce will.,”

It has ncver Leenmy lot to see that Christian grace
so often talked of, yet so rare—oneness with God—so
sublimely exemplified. God was all to old Alfred;
comfort and life nothing in the comparison. Hisend
was in perfect harmony swith those scenes.

If the eyes of any of the impenitent who knew this
saint shall rest upon this sketch, let them ponder
these words: “Many shall come from the east and
west, and shall sit down in the kingdom of heaven.
But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out
into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.”

|
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The Admiters of such men as Lavid Nasmith
whose character is so well delineated in the follow-
ing article, will Le pleased to lcain it il whovisit
Toronto, ean have an opporturity of obtnining all the
Information 1especting Lim, which a Voo dier way Le
supposcd to possess. by ealling npen Joln Nasmith,
of Nelson Street, Corner of Adulaide Stirect.

From the Nonh £rithh Review,

THE FQUXNDER OF CITY MinSIUAS—~DAVID
NASMITIL.

“About the time when Dr. Chalmers preaclied bis
first scrmon in the Tron Chureli at Clasgow, (30th
Mardls, 1513,) & youth of sinieen, oi bunible Luth,
undistinguished persunal appeatance, and hittde ap-
pareat iuntellectual promise, was tecavad into the
fellowship of the Congregativaal Cliardde an Nale-dt.,
in the swmne city.  Nu two persvis tounl be wore
strongly contrasted. Ta Dr. Guadiners all was fiesh
and gorgeous, both in spegeh and wiivog, in David
Nasuntl all was plain, labotiods, aud windistinguisli-
ed. Eacl bas done a greal woihy, deb it may bea
question whetlier the woti of the plain maa will aot
be as enduring, and groduce, for all time, as abuod-
ant fruit as that of the brilliant vrator and profound
divine. David was born in Glasgow, 2lst Madh,
1709, as his rather duall biographer informs us, “of
parents respectable in ¢'reamstance and eminent for
piety,” members of the College Church,  But it was
apparcutly, neither parental influence nor any eater-
nal cause that made him what he was.  The spring
of his religious development was indepeudent and
internal. e had been self-guided aud selt-acting
from a child. At fourteen we find him sceretary to
an assotiation of boys in a Sunday-School, formed
for distributing Bibles amoug the puor. At sixteen
he chose, in i cool thougiiful manner, the religions
communion (Iudependent) tv windh he held through
life, though dissenting afterwards, in one important
particular, from its veligious practice.  And to his
atest hour he never scems to have lost for & moment
his confidence in the persvnal guidance of lis God.
He knew that his own motives were right, and he
was quite sure that God would guide him.  lenes
few religious lives have been so uniform in their
tenor, e was neither drawn to religion by over-
powering terror nor tempted to it by romante love;
nor, as in some religious heroes, was there in him
any period of agony or distress, or of feverizh hall-
conscivus exertion. Ie was visited Ly no licaveuly
visions and haunted by no demons.  All was quite
prosaic in him. e brought to his Maker's altar no
shining attractive abilitics, no brilliant {ancy, no clo-
queuce, abure ally no leaning,  He was a plain dr)
speaker; and when he wrote, lie scratched away at
an erased and blotted mwanusuipt, until at last Le
baunuered out the right thing.  1lis gifts cunsisted of
a commonplace, but very cfiicieni, power of orgaui-
zation and management, such as would have made
him a fiesterate head in a large macatil - or manu-
facturing  establishment; of o power of reading
character Ly atlentive wud unnmpassioned vheerva-
tion, which would have qualified him for a detective
policeman ; of the method and promptitude of a first
rate man of busmess; and of the steady. caleulating
perseverance of & cautious Scotsman.  These are not

devoted without a particle of reserve. He was the
grand example of the nincteenth-century tape of
=nintship. This is not the most romantic form, or
the most admircd ; but we ate certain that it is the
uoblest.  Men admire most the pictorial snints,—
those ardent beings, whom the irresistitde impulse of
einthusiasm, or the thivst for rldigivus plory, carries
i n state of spiri.ud exaltation, which almost ex-
cludes self-consciousness, througi terrible paing, and
over enortous difficulties. A saint in & cave of the
desert, or s cell five feet square, or shrinking from
observation upon a pillar seventy cubits high, or
ladf-deadd with fast and vigil, or hissing putrid ulcers
in a crowded hospital as a proof of his extreme ha-
mility and utter contempt for the vanity of fame,—
these look beautiful in pictures, and read well in
stury-buuhs.  But give us, for Niuetconthi-century
purposes, a saint upon a three-legged stoul, with a
ledger and correspondence-buouk fur his disciplines,
a commitiee for his board of tuquisiturg, and an office
tur his cell. We believe that the hivhest authority
in the wotld has pronounced liis highest approyval
apon the snan who, before he resolves to give up all
things, sits down and counts the cost,—thi¢ coul cal-
calatur, and businesss-like philauthropist.

Such was Daviid Nasmith—a man who deserves all
die Lionor short of idolatry that can be puid to do-
patted merit.,"—Fuyitive.

WHEN MAY CHILDREN COME TO JESUS.

They should come at once, for now is the accepled
time ; the Bible nowhere invites them to come to-
morrow. To-day you may repent, and have your
sins forgiven; this very hoar you may become an
adopted son or daughter of the Lord Almighty.—
Jeans Christ even now waits to receive and welcome
you.

Aun old man, one day, taking =« child on his kuee,
cotreated him @0 scek the Saviour now, to pray to
nim and love him, *But why don’t you seek God ?”
The old man deeply atfected, answered, 1 wonld,
my child, but my heart is hard, my beart is hard-?

An intelligent, well educated boy, about twelve
years of age, attending a meeting held for couversa-
tion and prayer with those auxious on the subject of
religion, inquired of vne who was assisting the pas-
tor, waat he must do to be saved. Ile was told to

£0 home and read the Bible, and pray to God for
anew heart.”  “ But,” said the little boy, with deep
emotion, ©Sir, T am afraid T might die before I get
home, and then it will be too late.” ‘The good man
invited bim to kncel at once and seck the forgivencess
of his sins. The little boy complied with the last
advice, and went home rejoicing in hope ; and, now,
for over thirty years, he has been a constant mem-
ber of the Church of Chnist.  Yes, children,

. Twill save you from a thousand snares,
To mind religion young;

Grace will preserve your following years,
And make your virtues strong.”

A REFGGE FROM THE STRIFE OF TONGUES.

I have all along been vastly too much disquicted

Ly the misconstryctions of those who did nut com-
prchiend me; and have sufifered much both from the
tatigue of rdfuting and cxplaining the same thing a
liuudred times over, and from the vexation felt in

thehrarest gifts; but, we tlunh. they are those thatfinding that in spite of every cffort, there is a char-
are most rarely sacrificed to the service of Heaven. facter assigned to my views the very reverse of every
And these—such as he had to give—David Nasmith [principle by which I am actuated. But wby should
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the opposition of men thus affect me? Daes it not
test my hel'ef in the reality of an all-perfected mind
that is now looking wn when I suffer so painfully
from the adverse understandings ot (e limited and
subordinute minds Ly which | am cuarrounded 7—
Would it not nohly aceredit my faith ia God, that iu
quiet communion with Him I felt ¢ refuge and nrest-
ing pltue when sorcly urgzed by the strife of tongues
To him may [ at all times patiently commit my cause,
and be still in the thought that he is Gol* Let m-
consider [lim, whn endured, nut merely tie cuutio-
versy of adverse judyments, hut of ndverse wills—-the
contradiction of siuners—aud let me not be wear)
nor fiint in my mind.

A CHRISTIAN.

Who woulll not be a christian? T have seen

Men shrinking from the term, as if it brought

A el arge again<t thum! Yet the honor'd name

Is fall of gentlest nieaning.  Odors rise,

And bety floats arcund it ; from its eye

Great . s of heavenl, sympathy descend;

And merey, soft a3 Hernon's jragrant dew,

Sprinz< in its hewrty and from its lips disul.

T've seen it press an infunt to its breast,

And kiss away its trouble: seen it take

An ol gr.y-headed man, oppress'd with years,

And wrinkled o'cr with sorrow, und discluse

A prospect to his vision which hath made

The old man sing with gladness; seen i lay

Tts soft hand gently on the blind and Lame,

And lead them safely home ; and seen it stoop

To the vile outeasts of society,

Whose character was odinous in the streets,

Aund bring thet back to virtue and to God !
Hark! “us the loftiest name the lanzuage bears,

And all the languages in ull the worlds

Have none sublimer! It relates to Christ,

And breathes of God and heliness ; sugzests

The virtues of humanity, adorn'd

By the rich graces of the Holy Glost,

To fit them for the paradise on high,

Where angels dwell, and perfect manhood shines

In the clear lustre of redeeming love,

Forever and forever ; and implies

A son and keir of the ETeryxarn Gop!

Frow the London Patriot,
THIS REV. C. II. SPURGEON.

As many conflicting opinions are afloat in relation
to the character of this youth’s preaching, it is grati-
fying to find a journal, so high in public favour as
the Londsn Putriot, entering upona somewhat lengthy
and apparently very candid clucidation of the subject,
as follows :—

The history of this youthful preacher is soon told
Born at Kelvedon, in Essex, on the 19th of June.
1834, he is consequently but just entitled to writa
himself aman  Iis futher and his grandfather, bLoth
living, are both also Independent ministers ; the Iatter

the Rev. James Spurgeon, being pastor of a charch
at Stanhourae, in Essex; and the former, styled 3.
John Spurgeon, because in business, pastor of a
church at Tollesbury, in the same county.  The sub-
ject of this sketch received his early education w
Colchester, an also passed a year in the Agriculto-
ral College at Maidstoue, where he added to his pre-
vious knowledge some insight into natural science.
Thus equipped he began the business of life as ushes
30 a school at Newmurket ; whence he removed to

Cambridge, where lie held a similar appointment in
day schoul, etiploying the ampler lesare thus se-
cured in improviug his own mind. While at New-
market, he beg o address the Sunday-school chil-
dren. and that 1o such a style as auracted grown-up
ticavers. At Cuabridge, the practice was coutine 2d,
aith the additition of Sunday evening sermons in
the swrrounding villages. Thie Baptist Church at
Waterbea b called this yoang Timothy to be their
pastor.  He accepted the tavitation, and, while the
Chapel was crow ded, the church was dvubled under
his ministry. On the weck-days, ecleven villages
shared the advantage of his sermons, which, in ono
year, amounted to as many as there are days in the
year. In January, 1854, Mr. Spurgeon was invited
to undertake the pastorate of the Baptist Church in
New Park Street. Not content with discharging tho
luties of that office, e preachies in many other pluces
Jduring the week.

From Me, Spurgeon's published sermons, which
contain occasivnal notices of his own hie and expe-
rience, we learn that, notwithstanding his religious
training and caaly dedication to the minis'ry, thero
was an interval of partial alieaation frem Christian
doctrinie. I, too,” he says in refereuce to a freo-
thinker, *have been lihe him., There was an evil
hour in which [ slipped the wachor of my fuith, [ cut
the cable of my behief; T no lunger moored myself
hard by the coasts of Revelation ; I alluwed my ves-
scl to drift before the wind. T said to Reason, ¢ Bo
thou tny captain;’ [ said to my own brain, ‘ Be thou
my rudder,’ and I started on my mad voyage. Thank
God, it is all over now. But 1 will tell you its brief
history. It was one hurvied sailing over the tem-
pestuous ocean of free thought” The result was,
that, frum doubting some thitgs, he came toquestion
everything, even his own cxistence.  Thus “the
devil foiled himself.”  Faith came to the rescue of
bewildered Reason, and, from that peiilons voyage,
brought back the wanderer ¢ safe to land.”  She
who had nursed him ininfancy, like the grandmother
of Timothy, is pictured as exclniming before tho
throne of God in heaven, 1 thank Thee, O thou ever-
gracious Une! that he who was my child on earth,
has now become 7%y child in Jight!” :

We bave ourselves heard Mr. Spurgeon Lut once;
and, on that oceasion, not having succeeded in gain-
ing an entrance to the chapel, we syueezed ourselves
into a side vestry, fiom which the speaker conld bo
heard, but not seen.  We found him neither extrav-
agant nor extraordinary. His voice is clear and mu-
sieal; bis language was plain ; his style flowing, yet
terse; his method lucid and orderly; his matter
sound and suitable; his tone and spirit cordial; his
remarks always pithy and pungent, sometimes fa-
miliar and colloquial, yet never light or coarse, much
less profane. Judging from this single sermon, wo
supposcd that he wonld become a plain, faithful, for-
cible, and affectionate preacher of the Gospel in the
form called Calvinistic ; and our judgment was tho
more favourable beeause, while there was a solidity
heyond his years, we detected little of the wild
luxuriance naturally characteristic of very young
preachers.

Our opinion of Mr. Spurgeon as a preacher, has
been somewhit modiicd by o perusal of his published
discourses, which, issued in & cheap form, appear to
be bought up with great cagerness. These show
him to be a moure extrawdinary persen thau we had
supposed, and not to be quite so far from extrava-
gance us at first we thought him.  But it is more for
the sake of information than with a view to critigism,
that we refer to the subject.  There would be Tittlo
use in pointing out the fuults and errors of a publio

1y
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speaker so absolutely independent of opimon. “I
am not very scrupulous,” says Mr. Spurgeou, ** sbout
the means 1 use for domg good. 1 told the people of
Scotland, when they said I preached in such an ex-
traordinary way, that they really did not understand
me, * Why, bless your hearts, 1 would preach stand-
ing on my head, if 1 thought 1 could convert your
souls, rather than preach on my feet” 1am not very
particular how I preach.” My motto, snys he, *1s
Cedo nulli; 1 yicld 10 none. I have not courted any
man’s love ; I ask no man to attend my mimstry; 1
preach what I like, when 1 hke, and where T like!
This languase is explained by complunts ot the per-
secutions cndured by some of lns hearers, because
they wull hear “that ranting fellow ; * aund, white he
claims for such the right to hear him, if they like,
“ without asking the lords and governors of the
preseut day, whether he is really clerical or not,” te
insists for himself on the right to preacn as he pleases.

It would be lost labour to try one who holds this
view of the matter by the rules of art. We must be
content to take hiar as we find hnn, and to vaiuc him
for what he is. It were & mistake, however, to con-
clude, that he is self-conceited. ¢ Recollect,” he
says, ‘“who I am, and what I am—a child, having
little education, little learning,. ability, or talent.”
# Without the Spirit of God, I feel I am utterly un-
able to speak to you. I have not those gifts and
talents which qualify men to speak; I used an affla-~
tus from On High ; otherwise, I stand like other men,
and have nought to say. May that be given me, for
without it I am dumb!?” Give him the polite and
noble,—give nm influence and understanding, and
he should fail ; but give lum isown praying peuple,
“meeting in such multitudes to pray to God for a
blessing, and he will « overcome hell itself.” When,
moreover, invited to ascend the pulpit from which
Wardiaw used to preach, he ¢ dared not recollect
what classic words had once been spoken there, or
what sweet musical tones had once been heard from
the lips of that cminent minister.” Unc gains a
glimpse of his decision of character from an incident

on. Iam no orator, but just tell you what springs
up from my heart.” “Speak, my heart,” he exclaims
in another place, * for heart thoughts are tho best
thoughts.”

Mr. Spurgeon waits for nothiog which reqnires
what we understand by compositivn, and he rejects
nothing by which attention may be arrested, interest
sustained, and impression made permanent. The
velicle of his thoughts is constructed of well-seasoned
Saxon speech ; and they are conveyed to the hearer’s
mind in teims highly pictorial and often vividly
dramatic. Great governing principles are freely
personified ; and religions experience, past, present,
and future, appears in life-like action upon the scene.
Tried by such tests as the unities, Mr. Spurgeon
might sometime be found wanting ; but it is cnough
for him, that, as face answers to face in a glass, sd
do his words clivit 2 respouse in the hearts of those
who hear them. This end secured, what cares he
for mixed metaphor or a rhetorical unachronism?
Were it his aim to rival the Mclvilles and Harrisses
of the day, he lacks neither the talent nor the taste;
and, with these, he has the faculty of gatbering
what is to be learned frorm men or from books, and of
turning all to account. But his single aim is, to
preach the Gospel ; and he depends for success, not
upon the enticing words of man's wisdom, but upon
the influence of the Seinir or Gop, and, with a view
Lto that, the prayers of his people.

We meet with numerous chacteristic references to
his personal history, feclings, and experience. “ When
I hear sWeet syllables fall from many lips, keeping
messure aad time, then,” he exclaims, * 1 fecl eleva-
ted, and furgetting for a time every being terrestrial,
I soar aloft towards Heaven.” e represents himself
as having # delighted in the musty old folios which
many of his brethren had upon their library shelves,”
and *as for new books he leaves them to others.”—
To the Bible he ascribes the discipline of his mental
fagultics, as well as his knowledge of Divine Truth,
Unce, he declares, he put up all his knowledge to-
gether in glorious confusion; but now he has a shelf

in his northern trip.  Finding that the ferryman on
the Clyde had allowed six-and-twenty persons to get
into = boat fit for no more than twelve, and that the)
man was drunk, Mr. Spurgeon took the oars from
him, and, in spite of his oaths, msisted that so many
lives should not be at the mercy o his unsteaay
hands.

From whatsoever cause it springs wheiher from
force of native character, or from a vigor superindu-
ced from that basis by the grace of God, there is
that in Mr.Spurgeon’s reported sermons which marhs
him a superior man. Models of different styles of
preaching are so numerous, that originality must be
of rare occurrence ; but he appears to be an original
genius.  Tothe pitl. of Jay and the plainness of Row-
land IIill, he adds much of the familiarity, not to say
the coarsencss of the Huntintonian order of Calvinis-
tic preachers, 1t has been my privilege,” he says,
“ to give more prominence in the religious world to
thosc old doctrines of the Gospel.” Hut the traits
referred to present themselves in shapes and with
cccompantments which forbid the notion of imitation,
and favor the opimon of & pecutiar bent.  Neitherin
the style and structave, nor in handling, is there ap-
perrance of art, study, or claboration. Yet, each
2iscourse has a beginning, & micdie, and an end; and
the subject is duly introduced and stated, divided
and discusscd, enforced and applied.  Butall is done
without cffort, with the case and freedom of common
conversation, and with the artiessnees, but also with
the®orec of spontancous expression.  © This” hesays,

in his head for every thing, and whatever he reads
or hears, hnows where to stow it away. “Ever
since I have known Chirist, T have put Christ in the
centre as my sun, and each seculzr science revolves
round 1t as & planct, while the minor sciences are
satellites to theic planets.” He can leara cvery thing
now;and from his experience he exhorts thus :—f Oh!
young man, build thy studio on Calvary! Thero
raise thine observatory, and scan, by faith, the lofty
things of nature! Take thee a hermit's cell in the
garden of Gethsemane, and lave thy brow with the
waters of Siloa l?

Mr. Spurgeca cvinces much aptitude in borrowing
illustrations, not only from the pages of antiquity,
and from modern life and literature, but also from
the most familiar incidents, as well as from public
events. Thusthe War suggests to him the idea, that
even the believer * carries within him 2 bomb-shell,
ready toburst at the slightest spark of temptation.”
In like manner, the fatal exposure of the oflicers to
the sharp-shooters of the enemy, furnishes him with
a comparison by which to illustrate the peculiar lis-
bty of Christina ministers to hostile attack, though
with a great difference in the result.  “ Some of us,”
he says, “arc the officers of God’s regiments; and
we are the mark of ali the rifiemen of the chemy.
Standing forward, we have to bear all the shots.
What a merey it is, that not onc of God's officers
ever falls in battle!  God always keeps them.”

Sometimes, no doubt, he lapses into a rude collo-
quialism, bordering upon coarseness. «If;” he ob-

] am sure of ; 1tell you alll know, and speak right

scrves, “I were to preach nothing but what would
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please the whole lot of you, what on earth would I
do?” The qustionable colloquialism in the second,
occurs more than once or twice : and, what is worse
still, such appeals as “ Good God I” and * By Heaven!”
At the same time that he insists upon preaching that
only which he believes true and fit, he declares him-
self to have no feur that * an honest British audience
will turn away from the man who does not stick, and
stutter, and stammer in speaking the truth.,” In
citing the following as a specimen of his sayings,
justice requires the aknowledgment, that appropria
tions so little felicitous are extremely rare : —I should
like to take you this morning, as Samson did the
foxes, tie the firebrands of prayer to joa, and send
you in among the shocks of corn, till you burn the
whole up.”

It must be admitted that, if he rivals the pith and
noint of the old Puritans, he now and then is betrayed
into their conceits. In preaching from the words,
# I have exalted One chosen out of the people,” hav.
ing commenced his divisions, he says, “ You sece I
have chosen three words, all commencing with the
Ictter E, to ease your memories—Extraction, Election,
Exaltation.” ‘Thismay be tolerated ; not so some of
bis abominable puns. .

Many instances might casiiy be given of a force
and beauty of language indicative »f a high degree
of cloquence. ¢ Bright-eyed cheerfulness and airy-
footed love,” are fine phrases. Winter is described
as not killing the flowers, but as ¥ coating them with
the ermine of his snows.” Again, the sun is not
quenched, but is behind the clouds, “brewing up
summer; and when he cometh forth again, he will
have made those clouds fit to drop in April showers,
all of them mothers of the sweet May flowers.” Saul
is depicted as “bespattered with the blood of Ste-
phen.” ¥ God put our prayers, like rose-leaves, be-
tween the pages of His Book of remembraunce; and,
when the volume is opened at last, there shall be a
precious fragrance springing up therefrom.”  “There
is one thing, the sinner is told, thet doth outstrip
the telegraphi: ¢ Before they call I will answer; and
while they are yet speaking I will hear.!” The
memory, infected by the fall, is described as * suffering
the glorious timbers from the forest of Lebanon to
swima down the stream of oblivion; but she stoppeth
all the draff that floateth from the foul city of Sodom.”
With quaintness, yet with force and truth, the caste
feeling is bit off: “ In England, a sovereign will not
speak to a shilling, = shilling will not notice a six-
pence, and 2 sixpence will sneer at 2 penny.” A sin-
gular quaintuess and vigor may be remarked in Mr.
Spurgeon’s diction; as when he speaks of the light-
ning “splitting the clouds and rending the heaveans;”
of the “mighty Hand wherein the callow comets are
brooded by the sun;” and of # the very spheres stop-
ping their music while God speaks with his wondrous
deep bass voice.” Somctimces, as is manifest, he at-
tains tos pitch of clevation and grandeur, as when he
excleims, ¢ Did you ever walk the centuries,and mark
the rise and fall of various empires of unbelief? or,
when supposing the extinction of Christianity by infi-
dels, he would “hang the world in mourning, and
make the sea the great chief mourner, with its dirge
of howling winds and its wild death march of disor-
dered waves.”

His secrmons abound with aphoristic and pointed
sayirgs, which often afford a striking proof of his
genius.  Non mulla sed waultum, meets us in a neat
form, applicable to the bible sudent: “The man of
one book is often more intelligentthan the man of
fifty.? with cqual truth and beauty, he says of the
Christian not exempt from trouble, that # he wears a
charm to escape cvil, not a scapula to prevent it.”

¢ Besides, troubles are what the believer is taught to
expect; when they come, therefore, let himsay : Abl
this is what I looked for ; it is marked in the chart
to Heaven; the rock is put down; [ will sail confi-
dently by it ; my Master has not deceived me. Where-
fore should hislot be better than the martyrs?  Must
we swim through scas of blood, and shall I hope to
ride to Heaven wrapped in furs and crmine? Did
ye fizht and then reign, a.d mast [ reign without a
battle?” In recommendation of pointed preaching,
he ubs  vrs, (and the figure occurs in the course of
the volume that has been published) that ** it is not
the sheet lightniag, seen in all places, that takes ef-
fect; but it is the forked flash that smites the templo
or scorches the tree.”  Referring to the imputation
of the righteousness of Churist to the believer, as in-
compatible with the least remains of self-righteous-
ness, he describes our Lord as * strippins before he
clothes.” But there wounla be no end to enumera-
tion, where apt thought in apt words so greatly
abound. Let, then, the following specimt s, selected
at random, sufiice to show of what this youthful
preacher is already capable:—

“Thereis much virtue which is like the juice of the
grape which has to Le squecezed before you get it;
not like the gencrous drop of the honey-comb, distil-
ling willingly and freely.”

# The Christian ought to live up to hisincome, and
not below it.”

* While the shepherds find Christ, the wise men
miss him.”

«There is a dignity about manhood,—a dignity
lost one day in the garden of the Fall, but regained
in the garden of the Resurrection.”

“The tomb [is] the royal bed-chamber of the ran-
somed race, the closet where they lay aside the gar-
ments of labor, to put on the vestments of eternal
rest.” .

“ Man always looks for a yet-beyond ; he is 2 mar-
iner who never gets to port; an arrow which never
reaches the target.”

# A Roman once said, he wished he hal a window
in his heart, that all might see what wus gong on
there. I am very glad I have not; if I had, I would
shut it up as closely as Apsley-house used to be. Most
of us would have great necd of shutters, if we had
such a window.” .

+ Nothing makes a man have a big Leart likea
great trial.”

“If you are the children of God, you will hare the
whip ; and when you have that wlip, you well run
to your Father.”

«Jtis a fine day, and the child walks before its
Father. But there is a lion in the road; now he
comes and takes his Father's hand. He could run
half a mile before him when all was fine and fair ;
but once bring the lion, and it is ¢ Father ! Father P’ as
close as he can be.”
| +The only discharge possible is parden by God ;

but then, it is the only pardon neccessary.”

«There is such athing as making o weight lift
you: if I have a weight chained to me, it kecps me
down; but give me pulleys and certain appliances,
and I can make it lift me up. Yes, there is sucha
thing as making troubles lift onc towaras Heaven.”

#But God sometimes clogs Iis people, because Ho
would ragher clog thiem than lose them ; for, if he
did not clog thein, they would leap the hedges, and
be gone.”

«PTake the advice of the common peopie, and

.
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fuever cross - bridge till you get to it tomoe it
scems quite eaough tor the Fathier to lay the rod on
the child, without the clald chastising itselt.”

“The epistles ot Juhn are petfumed with love,"

f Sutschow, Guil dues Ciose the Inst men  He does
not cure for the diamond ;  but he picks up the peb-
ble-stones , fur He is able, out of stunes, to raise up
childrea unto Abrahawm.”

“Why did you suy, ! Crucify him?' ¢ Beeanse
Rabbi Sinnnon gave wie a shekel to help the clamour.
So the multitude were s won by the woney and
influcuce of the priests; Lutthey were * glad to hear
Chirist after ol

e will give heaven to the chief of sinners as
well as to the chief of saints.”

*The carnal wind is cnmity again t God ; and the
Joung crocudile, 1 have heand, when brohen from the
shell, willy in a momeat, began to put 08 -1 ia a pos-
ture of attack, vpening its tmonth as 1 it had been
taught and teaded.”

“If you were to write your own history, it would
be littde better than that of Belaoni's toad, which ea-
isted in the rock for thrce thonsand yeats ¢ 3 ou may
have Zivad Like o, Lt you bave done nothay.”

ST will cast thy sias into the depths of the sea'—
notinto the shallons, where they might be Gsdied up
agnin. .

“He will not Luild a strong sLip, without subject-
ing it 1o mighty sMoims, e will not wake sou a
wighty wartior 1 be dues not istend oty your shall
in battle.,”

The mauly tone of Nr. Spurgeon’s mind might be
iustratad fiva the admiabic thongits windh he ea-
presses on the contaion Letn een the ddlusion of tae
Gospel and the invrease of (il Jiberta, His graphic
shill in delineating Chaiacter wight be derunstraten
frow his lite-like pictures of tee projudiced Jew and
the scofling Gieeh of mudern tties, his unspanng
fidelity, from the sarcastiv seventy with whah be re-
Bukes the pogloct of the Balile by miodera professors
bis powers of persunification and dianudtie preseata.
tion, trom the scene which he pants betacen the
dying Christian and Death, or between Chirist and
Justice and the justiticd sinner. his retiaed shad
the treatient of o delicate sulject, in the valed et
imprestive descripiion of the tnal of Juseph, the use
that lie can make ol a sinzgle wetaphor, by lus power-
ful comparison of the sinner to * Mazeppa bound on
the wild horse of Lis Lust, galloping ou watl heli s
wolves bohind ll;“l:" tail e;uppw] and Lberated l'.\ a
Mighty Hand. The Scriaon entiiled » The Ueople s
Christ,” cuntains a very suihing descriptien of these-
surrection of Que Lurd. In that va - The Ereraa
Home,” the wontrast huaseea the dyiog thef intore
and afler his couviasivn is ponctialy drann,

the gift of God; nud not & man would close his eyes,

did not God put his fingers on his eye-lids ; did not

the Almighty send o #olt and baluy wnlluenee over

his frame, which lulled his thoughts mto quirscence,

wuhing him enter into that bhssiul state of rest which
we call sleep. True, there be gome drugs and ware-

utics whereby men ean poison themeselves well nigh

to death, and then call it sleep; but the sleep of the
healthy body is the gift ot God.  He bestowsat; lle

rochs the cradle for us every night; He draws
the cartain of darkness ; He bids the sun shut up
his burning eyes; amd then He comes nd says,
*Sleep, sleep, wy child! T give thee sleep!  Have
you not hnown what it is at times to he upon your

bed and strive to slumber? and, as it is said of Da-
ring, so might it be sod of you,— Toe King sent for
his musicians, but s steep went from ! You
have attempted 1, bat you could not do it 1t is be-
rond your power to procurce a healthy repose. You
unagnne, i youfix your mimd uvpon n certmn subject,
until 1t shall engross your attention, yon wall then
sleep; but you find yourself unabte to do so. Ten thou-
~and things drive through your bram, asif the whole
catth wereagitated before yon. Youse all things you
ever behield, daneing in a waild phantas.angorinbetore
youreyes.  You close your vyes but sull you sce;
aud there be things in you car, and head, and brain,
which will not let you sleep. It is God alone who
alilie seuls up thesen-hoy s eyes upon the giddy mast,
and givesithe Monarch rest ; for, with all apphances
and means 1o bowt, e could not rest without the aid
of God.  Itis God who steeps the mind m Lethe, and
bids us slumber, that our bodies may be refreshed, so
hat for to-morrow’s totl we may nse reermted and
stiengthened. Oy my friends, how thankful shounld
we be forsleep!  Sleep s the best pliysician that §
hnow of.  Sleep hath healed wore pains of wearied
bones than the most eminent physician upon easth.
ftis the best medicine 3 the choicest tuing of all the
aames which are written in all the lists of pharmaey.
Fhere is nothing like to sleep ! what naerey that it
beloags alike to all! God does not mahe sleep the
soon ol the rich man; lle does not give it merely to
thie noble or the riclh, so that they can heep it asa
peculiar luxary for themselves; but he bestows it
upon all.  Yea, if there be a difierence, the sleep of
the Inboring man is sweet, whether he eat little or
much.”

The death-bed of the believer has never been moro
toucligey parated than a the following scene i—

*There on that death-bed hies a saint; no gloom
i3 ou liis brow, no terror on his fave; weakly but
placidly he smides; he groans, perhaps, but yet ho
sings. e sighs now and then, but oftener he shouts.

TueyStand Ly him. ** My brother, what makes thee look

rage ol Satan on thae fescue of a stunes from s grasp, (o deatt’s face with suchjoy 2 *Jesus,’ he whispers.

forms a picture of to tidic grandeur.
on “The Bllie,” the tespuctive charactesisiies of the
holy penmen sue shetched with a mastesdy compre-
hienzion of thei pealiazia.s and command of words.
But we can muhd fvuta tur ondy tvo caamples. The
beautiful sermoa on the wores, ~Aud ro He giveth
His beloved sleep,” eahiliits 1 variety and fyurce which
stamps the masur. I opeas with the liowing truly
clogquent intiodaction :—

“ The sleep of the Lody is the gilt ol Gold. So eaid
Yomer of old, when Lo deseribed it as deseending
from the clends, and resting on the teats of the war-
riors aronnd old Troy.  And o sang Viegil, when he
spoke of Palinurus Glling asleep upoa the prow ofthe
ship. Sleepis thegittof God. We think thgt welay
our hieads upon our piliows, and compose ovr bodies
14 a peacefui postase, and that, therefore, we natural-
Iy and necessarily sleep.  But it is not so.  Slecp is

Ia the sermoa " What niakes thee so placid and so calm? < The

wvame of Jesus.!' Sce, he forgets everythmg!  Ask
aim a question; he cannot answer 1t—he does not
uderstand you. Suil he snules.  His wafe comes,
sgairing, ‘Do you know my name?  Hce answers,
*Xou)  His dearcst friend reguests him to remenber
his intimacy. ‘I know you not) he says. Whisper
in his car, ‘Do you know the name o1 Jesus? and
his cyes flash glory, and his face Leams heaven, and
his lips speak sounets, and his heart bursts with
cternity ; for hic heard the name of Jesus.”

But Mr. Spurgeon is himself a picture which con-
tains shades as well ns lights.  No one can blame
him for plainly declaring, and boldly and firmly vin-
dicating, his own conscientious opinions. This, how-
cver, ought to be done with a more tolerant spirit
towards thosz who differ from him, than he displays.

To be censorious in judging others would be unbe-
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coming in 2 more aged man : in one so young and in-
expericnced, it is at once unluvely and presumptuous.
IF asked, who is furtuntte enough to cscape his sar-
casm and invective, we should really be at 2 loss to
answer.  All, in turn, come under the lash of the
precocious tyro.  1le nlone is o consistent Calvanist :
all besides are cither rank armenians, licentions An-
tinomians, or untaithful professors of the doctrines
of Grace. College training does but wean young
men's sympathies from the people; and *really
plouglimen would make a great deal better preach-
ers.”  The doctrine of Election is, “in our nge, scorn-
ed and hated.”  #The time-serving religion of the
present day,” is “only exhibited in evangelical draw-
ing rooms.” “Ifow many pious preachers arve there
on the Sabbath-day, who are very impious preachers
during the rest of the week I” le “never hears” his
brother ministers “assert the positive satisfaction
and substitution of our Lord Jesus Christ.” These
fishers of men “have been spending all their life fish-
ing with most clegant sitk lines and gold and silver
hooks; buthe fish will not bite for all that; w here-
as, we of the rongher sort,” adds the sell-complacent
censor, “have put the hook into the jaws of-hundreds *
Still “rouglier,” it possible, is Mr. Sturgeon's treat-
ment of theologians not of his own expecial school.
& Arminian perversions,” in particular, are to © sink
back to their place in the pit.”  Their notion of the
possibllity of a final full from grace, is “the wicked-
ost falschood on earth.”  Mr. Spurgeon was quite at
liberty to uphold the comfurtable and Scriptural
doctrine of the final perses erance of the true believer.
with all his might; but this was possible, without
indulging, as he has indalged, in vituperation of ap-
ponents, more gross than any words we have quoted.
Nor, to any right-minded man, Arminian or Calvan-
15t will it be a compensation, that he has dealt with
the Autimonians just as bitterly.  To.the erring pro-
fessur who conceives himself to be a child of God
becanse he is in tranble, he replies, “1 know a great
many raseals in the same coadition.”  1le is wo
charitable, however, when he ascribes Antinomian
licentionsness to a perversion ol the Gospel; for it
is autributable wmare corredtly to the substitation of
“another Gospel.” Bt these are subje:ts on which
we cannot enlarge, or we might point out scveral
mistakes into which Mr. Spurgeon’s doctrinal zeal
has betrayed him.  We therefore take our leave of
him with thizs admonition,—to caltivate more assil-
uously the modest spirit of which, after all, he is far
from destitute, to remember his own youth and in-
expericnce; to reflect upon the inconsistency of com-
plaining that he is himse!f subject to hostile ani-
madversion, when he deals whulesale in sweeping
ceasure of mini-terial brethren older and wore ex-
pericaced than himself; and in fine, to bear in mind
his own very just cemark, that “John Koox did mach,
but hie might, perhaps, have done more, if ke had had
alitlle Lve,” —that love which * thinketh no evil.”

Freom the Morniing Star.
WIHAT DO MINISTERS PREACGH FOR?

Scexe.  Discussion in one of L.e aristocratic circles in
New York city: abridyed from a work recently issucd,
eatitled, “ Waick; the Right or the Left2?

Tsabeliu. Mr. Griscom, what is your opinion of the
pulpit?

Me. Grizcom. The pulpitis a good thing in its wajy.
Itis a capital companion for society. They play into
cach other's hands very accomodatingly, on thoe plan
of the two snow-ball factions—* you let us alone, und

we'll let youalone.”  You know the stery.  Men tako
to the pulpit with the same motive that other men
take to tre law, to medicine, or to dry goods—lor o
business?

Mr. Crittenden. What! simply to make money ?

(7. 'To make money—nothing more.

Mr. Lelund. But don't you think that a very harsh,
wholesale and ungenerous statement?

€. When o wman takes comprelicnsive views, he is
somewh ot apt to get beyond the symputhy of circnm-
seribed minds.

Le. But it appears to we, sir, that there is such o
thing as taking views which are so tery comprehen-
sive that they never peactrate beneath the susfuce, ¥
do not wish to insinuate that yeer views are of this
uature; but T am tempted to believe that when you
hurl g0 unjust o reproach at the hizhest : nd noblest
protession in the world, you really do not know how
wrongfully you misjudge it.

. [ Diffidently.] Noblest?

Le. Yes, siv. Perhaps you can name a nobler? X
appeal to your candor as o man: What ealling so high
as that of the envoys of the Prince of joace; what
proiussion sn noble as 3hat which seeks 1o save men
—1t0 lead them, like litde children, to the feet of their
Redeemer? .

¢ One would suppose to hear you talk that you
were born in some rural town, where the iahabitants
do nothing but cultivate greens!

Mr. Towasend. Come, Mr. Grisom, to the point. Von
say that clergymen preach for money only, 2 position
which Mr. Leland denics. Now fuvor us with the
evidence.

G. 1have a supreme contempt for the pulpit,
bezause preacher and people are 1o bettcr than they
shoull he.  They play into eaxch other's hands.

I, You have already informed us upon that point.

. 1 will now proceed to prove it. There are
churchies, where the members, who call themselveg
patrons of the sanctuary, go, not to worsh'p God, hut
as to a phy; to bie seen, and —amused.  This class,
these parrans of the Lord! waut in their pastor, not
plety, but—rLogrexca.  That edifies thenr, wakes up
their dormant faeultics. refreshes them.  For this in-
telectual refreshment they will pay —liberally ; while
tor picty they will give—nothing. They want, for
their pastor, ane who will preserve them from mental
imbecility, refresh themn with ornate thuughts, and
never disturh the tranquil calm of their self~compla-
cency, that isto say an efrguent preacher, aud-—aothing
more. They do not tell him this, but they leave him
Lo infer it, and to comfort himsclf accordingly. If Le
fail to meet their wishes, they discard him; if he ac-
comodate himsclf to their desire, they pay him a
princely salary, and —despise him! Now I mean to
say, with all due deference to the young gentlenan
from the rural district. that chnrchies of this descrip-
tion experience no difliculty in obtaining pastors}
Very “noble men,” no doubt, but still very witling to
adapt themselves to the wants of those who employ
them. There are other patrens, who in patronizing
the chiurch, patronize themselves. What they want
in their pastors, is not piety, but—rLeArNINg. And
0 they look around for preachers who are capablo
of amazing them once & week with their rich treasu-
ries of love, preachers who will not disturt themselves
with the consciences, but with the drains of their
icorers, who will make it a point, every seventh day,
to furbish up and put ..cw life into their stupid, igno-
rant, and decaying noddles. Now churches of ¢his
sort find it very easy to obtain pastors who are willing,
ocry willing, 1o humor them in these pardculars.

C. Have you got through, Mr. Griscom?

G. O,no, sir, only taking breath; that isall. Then

»
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thero are churches who want pastors who under-
stand the happy art of giving the gospel as wide a
berth ag possible, who will sugar it vver in so mas-
terly a manuer that it will hurt nobody, and yet be
somewhat hike the gospel, after all; who will let them
do just as they please, and uot interfere with them,
who will lull them into a soft religious ease and let
them pass along, in their silken righteousness, with-
out disturbing them. Churchies of this stamp are not
often compelled to do without preachers, not very
often!

Lounger. Our pastor is one of that surt, and a
capital fellow he is, too: lets us all do just as we like,
never agitates us nor himself.

C. If he should make any attempt to arouse you,
you would not let him succeed, I presume?

Loun. Of course not. Wedon't desere to be disturb-
ed. What we want is to be let alone!

C. By all means, sir, insistupon that! And in that
houv when you stand before the Jupas, tell Him how
bravely aud lordly you compelled your pastur—one
of His messengers!—to hnow and feel the littleness of
his place! Tell Him, tov, Tuey, that you want Hin
to let you alonel

Loun. Sir!

C. Sir, if you have not power enough in fha¢ hour,
and infiuence enough in that quarter, to crush anu ride
over Hus, where will you be!?  Will you suy vo Him,
1 don't desire to be disturbed? You let me alone,
and ' let you alone!”

Loun. Ha, ha! Very guud, very guod. DBut I don't
like such jokes. They are positively shocking!

C Itisno joke, sir. Making light cither of Jeho-
vah, of the Redeemer, or of the Redeemer's worhmen,
or throwing obstacles in the way of the latter in their
eflorts to rescuc men from the stream which is hurry-
ing them onward to the cternal gulfy is no laughing
mater, [assureyou! Ifyou think the contrary, laugh
on, encourage yourself and yyur fricnds in neutraliz-
ing the honest labors of your pastor—insist upon his
letting you alonc—nay compel him to do so; and by-
and-by, when you stand together at the BAR, he will
say, “This, Lord! is oue of them who fuught against
Thee and me!”

AMr. Sly. For my part I agree with Mr. Griscom.
The pulpit is an vnmitigated humbug.

C. Of course you do, Mr. 8ly. We all understand
your reason for thinking so. But one of these days
when your share of fluvding the world with brothel
and bar-room literature is finished you will entertain
views of a somewhat differeat color.

G. Perliaps Mr. Crittenden, who has never been
very farmous fur Lis picty, way be whelly iguorant of
tho character of religious machinery.

C. 1 admit the justness of your observation, sir,
and I takeshame for my dudinguency bitherto in those
duties which every man owes to his Maker and Re-
deemer.  Bnt I repert meof my crror, and I call you
all to witness that I aw, from this hour, on the side
of my Aaster.

Mr. Jessup. All thus is from the pont. The sub-)

jectis not the sudden conversion of Mr. Cnttenden
but of the humbugs in the pulpt.

ZLe. It is 2 common thing for worldly mindsto in-
veigh against the sacred profession, and to mistake
irony for wisdom. I hope, Mr. Jessup, that if you
have auy remarks {o make upon the pulpit, you will
make them in a spirit of manly frankness; that you
will use particulars, and gencralities, acd employ
facts, not sarcasms.

J. Griscom, give this gentleman some facts.
wants fucts, nothing but facts.

He

Le. Those which confirm your right to brand the
clerical profession with opprobrium.

G. You want some facts, Mr. Leland ; yov shall be
accommodated. I always make it a point to gratify
the whims of young men, Lecause I was young my-
self unce, and like you bad an overweening desire to
be considered wiser and sharper thanI really was!

Le. All this goes for nothing, Mr. Griscom. I asked
you for facts, and not personalitics. If, after so
learned,and oracular a flourish, you have no facts to
give, confess it like a man, and retreat from your
position. There is no shame in abandoning an un-
tenable cause.

G. My cause is both tenable and satisfactory, as
you will discover to your dismay before ¥ get dons
with you!

Le. Lacts, Mr. Griscom, not threats. ¥ am waiting
for your facts.

G. You appear to be very eager, Mr. Leland. Be
cool, sir; be cool, when I see a youth of your years,
so very hot, I alwaysfeel a touch of pity for him. It
is a weakness of mine to look with compassion upon
the rashness of youug blood; but I can't help it.—
Now, be cool, Mr. Lelund, be cool. It will do you
good, believe me.

Le. Sir, T am waiting for your facts.

G. Well, then, here goes.  The pulpit isa humbug,
because its members preach for their congregations,
instead of their Master.

Le. That is a wholesale charge and therefore un-
worthy. It i3 made every day by superficial witlings
but has no foundation in fact. Wholesale denuncia-
tions never come from reflecting minds. Oblige me,
Mr. Griscom, by descending to particulars. Name
some one of our metropolitan clergymen whom you
know to be a traitor to his Master.

G. [To Lounger] What is the name of your pastor?

Loun. Mr. Gadsden.

G. There is one to begin with.

Le. How do you know that, sir?

G. You heard the testimony o little while since, I
presume, sir? That was pretty good cvidence. It
came from one of the geantleman's owa parishoners.

Loun. 1 take back what I said of Mr. Gadsden.—
Upon further consideration, I don't think him a very
bad minister. e preaches the gospel as well as he
knows how ; and he does know how pretty well.—
And, now I think of it, he has been the means of
leading & good many to repentance since he has been
/MONE us.

Le. Your second evidence, sir?

G. You know as well as I do what the general
op';ixion is concerning ministertal unfaithfulness
and—

Le. Evigdence, sir, evidence!

G. Well, then, if you will have it, your own pastor:
Mr. Engold !

Le. Mr. Townsend, you are a trustee in our chureh.
You have hnown Mr. Engold for many years. Frank-
ly, now, and as a man who is bearing solemn testi-
mony ; what do you think of his conduct as a pastor?
Hlas he, till within the last fortnight, done his duty
to the best of his ability? Ilas he been faithful in
season aud out of season, waking all times his
scason? Ilas he preached like one who has appear-
ed to feel the responsibility of his high office; like
one who was in the service of his Prince; like ono
whose chief desire was to lead his hearers from sin-
ful unto righteous ways? .Answer, frankly, honest-
ly; asif you were at Jehovah's bar!

7. Solemnly, then, I affirm it to be my belief that
—Dbating a few suspicions for which, after all, now
that I refiect upon them, I can see po just reasons—

G. Wha, sort of facts will you bave, Mr. Leland?

Mr. Engold has ever heen faithfal.
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Le. You bear, sir?

G. 1 do. But you forget tho proviso in time: {ill
within the last fortnight!  What has happened since
hen? IIas he proved traitor at last?

Le. Mr. Engold has, within the last fortnight, been
tie instrument of spiritual happiness tv over one
hindred bearts. Your evidence, sir.

@. {In an important tonc.] Now, where is the
we in dragging up the incumbent of ¢very pulpit in
tle city for cxamination. It is unfair!

Le. And yet, you, sit, had no hesitancy in arraign-
ingy the entire body. 1 put it to your candor, 3r.
Giascom ; which is the most unjust?

7. And I had a perfect right to do so. Everybody
kmws the inefficiency of hundreds in the profes-

- siox

Je. The qucstion i3 not of their ineflicicncy, but of
tbexr unfaithfulness, Mr. Griscom.

G. Well then of their unfuithfulness. Lverybody
is avare—

L. Evidence, Mr. Griscom!
solenn charge, sir, evidencel

G. My own pastor then, Mr. Fenton.

ZLe. Do you know hiin to be falsel

G. 1 think that, for a minister of Jesus Christ, he
takes things ruther coolly.

Le. How, coolly?

Q. Easy, then, if that will suit you better.

ZLe. How, easy?

G. Well, he don’t allow the souls of his congrega-
tion to disturb him very scriously. I presutue you
comprehend me now ?

Le. 1 do not.

G. Then I'll be as plain as possible to accommo-
date the singular dullness of your mind!

Le. I will overlook your uncalled fur personality,
Mr. Griscom, providing you will be expliit.

@. Well, then, sir, I think that for one who pro-
fesses so deep an interest in the business of his Mas-
ter, Mr. Fenton exhibits s remarkable nack of fire!

Le. Energy, you mean.

G. Yes, sir.

Le. You forget Mr. Griscom that Mr. Fenton is not
a man of vigorous mould. Ile is by nature of a mild
tranquil temperament. 1lis manuer is casy, gentle,
and subducd. It would be unfair to look for the
same flaming encrgy in him, that you would from a
more robust man. Clergymen, although in the ser-
vice of The Redeemer, are still human and subject,
like other men, to physiological laws. One is not
full of animal vigor because he is suffering with a
certain degree of palpitation of the heart, a second
is comparatively tame in physical display, owing to
dyspepsin; a third in consequence of a rupture; a
fourth, from one of the many forms of consumption,
a fifth, on account of apleurisy, a sixth, because of
some lung, liver, or other complaint, and so on ; but
nearly all in consequence of some internal disease
which an undue agitation of the nervous system
might suddenly increasc and render fatal. Inconsid-
etate persons would sneer at these; and because
they fail to exhibit the samo muscular action which
they evinced when in sound health, or because they
do not come up to the strong, nervous, declamatory
standard of other preachers of a sturdier and bolder
build, they brand them as easy, lukewarm, and indif-
ferent, and charge them with want of faithfulness,
evthusiasm, et cetera! One has no tasto for violent
delivery, and therefore avoids it; another has no
confidence in boisterous declamation and hence steers
clear of it, while a third is mild from temperament.
Mr. Fenton is oae of the latter. 1is organization is
of a delicate, refined order. Nature has bestowed

You are muking a

greater attention upon his mind than upon his bedy.

He is therefore, more remarkable for his mental than
his physical development; but what he lacks in ani-
mal, he makes up in1otellevtund vigor. He has done
and isdoing good work for his Prince, is o faithful
and successful soldier of the cross.  View lum kindly,
frankly, you will find him a man with 2 warm and
generous bieart for you and all humanity ; an envoy
with a siugle eye to the service of his dear Lord;
and & pustor, prompt, earnest and watcliful of his
fluk—ycarning, striving to heep them in the heaven
path—and bending cvery enerzy of his fine cultiva-
ted mind toward inspiring them with the same one-
ness of purpose, the sume gentleness of spirit, and
the same Christian integrity which animates his own
upright heart.

G. You draw with a flattering pencil ; butasI am
not very lurgely gified with fuith in aught but hum-
bug, you must excuse me from belicving in the
accuracy of the likeness.

Le. 1 aver solemnly, thatT have known Mr. Fenton:
for two years and upwards, that I have heard him
preach many times, and always found him a faithful
deliverer of the message, that I have seen him when
his best friends knew of it not, in the haunts of the
poor, doing good as it were by stealth, giving advico
with a liberal heart, money with a generous hand;
that I bave seen him, on many a pitiless night, and
at hours when most men are partaking of refreshing
rest, making his way, through stormy rain and sleet,
to chambers in which you, sir, and most of this
assewbly, would unwillingly sct foot, and pleading
there, with all the might of his great mind, and
greater heart, for departing outcasts; that I have
haoown him to forgive and pray for men who have
slandered and worked him injury ; that I have known
him to privately help many in their neced, to give
hind counsel to others who wanted counsel only, that
I have known of many whom he has persuaded from
the path of crime; of many whom he has gently led
from wretchedness to comfurt, and from the darkness
of sin to the irradiancy of light. Allthis do I know,
and to all this do I bear gla¢ testimony; before Him,
who knoweth it already ; before you, who not know-
ing it, have done one of the truest servants of my
Prince gricvous and ungenerous wrong.

From Ncws of the Church.
THE SABBATH CAUSE.

There seems to be less likelihood now than when
we last referred to the subject, of any vigorous effort
Lieing made ia the approaching session of Parliament
for the repeal of the Forbes Mackenzie Act. 1t is
said that the Scotch members are all but unarimous
in favor of the act, and that in the fuce of such opin-
ion no opposition vould succeed. Still, the position
will need to be carefully guarded.

The National Sunday League continues its labors.
Two baronets,—Sir William Domville, and Sir J.
Gardiner,—have been added to the list of vice-presi-
dents. A beginning has been made in the formation
of a library, composed of works upon the Sabbath,
designed to overtiirow its authority and obserrance.
Petitions have been prepared for the opening of the
British Muscum, the Crys.a? Palace, and of museums,
picture-galleries, and botaunical gardens, throughout
the United Kingdom, and are to be vigorously push-
ed. The League congratulates itself on the support
of the public press.

The Crystal Palace Gompany report to their share-
holders, that while inuch in-favor of a Sunday open-
ing, they are afraid to think of it in the present state
of the law. It might lead to the loss of their char-
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acter, and thero is no way of securing the object but
by obtaining a change of law in the usual way,

On the other haud, the Metropolitun Committee for
Promoting the Obsgervance of the Lord's Day pro-
pose to address both the Sovercign and the Legisli-
ture, praying,—

‘1. That the attendance of regimental bands, for
amuszement, on the Lord's day, in Kensington Gar-
dens, or in garrison towns, or wherever else troops
are stationed, may he discontinued.

32, That the Britizh Muscum, the National Gal-
lery, and other similar public establishments, may
not be opened during any part of the Lord's day.
And,—

%3, That no alteration be made in the law which
prevents the opening of the Crystal Palace and other
exhinitions on that day.

“To these three points the efforts of the Mctropoli-
tan Committee will be limited. Tt is not proposed
to ask for new legislation of any kind. The main
object is rather to prevent mischievons aud danger-
ous changes from being made, than to seek for any
alteration in the existing laws.

MAud, with this simple and definite object, the
Metropolitan Gommittee nsks the aid, and hopes to
enlist. the support, af Christians of all classes.”

We do trust that the efferts of this society will be
most vigorously seconded and multiplied over all the
country, and that without delay.

From the Loadon Missionary Magaziue.
A CHINESE CONVERT.

“ My past life,” says he, in a document which he
wrote out, “is not worthy of being detailed ; but as
it may give me an interest in your prayers, 1 will lay
a sketch of itbefore you, as in the sight of God. From
my nifith year to my seventeenth I went to school
but [ only learued the art of writing, and to repeat
many pages of our books, of the meaning of which I
understood  Lut little; while, all the time, I was
offending continually by forgettulness of God and
disobedience of my pavents. Three years, from my
cighteenth to my twenty-first, T passed as an actor;
hut that profession being commonly believed to take
from those who follow it the protection of their
aacestors, I left it and took to divination. This
proving uaprofitable, I added to it the writing of
charms and repeating of spelis, along with the art ot
midicine, expecting to make gain. 1 prayed to
demons and exorcised evil spirits. T surrounded
myself with the images and pictures of former mas-
ters, and worshipped them.  On the first and fifteenth
of every month I repeated my litanies, and prayed to
various spirits, hoping that they would give efficacy
to my charms and spells ; thus, throughout a period
of more than.twenty years, earning the wages o!
iniquity. In the fourth month of the preseat year,
the brethren Yu and Mok came to the city of Sin-ngan
distributing the sacred Seriptures.  Before I had met
with them myself, the wife of a neighbour gave me
ta read & volume which had been received from them,
but I 1aid it with indifference on o shelf.  There my
daughter took it up, and beginning to read, she was
delighted. My wife also was interested by ity and
they united in urging me to go to the strangers aud
get o copy for myself. I went accordingly to them.
thinking that the book was an ordinary composition
for the admonition of the age, but they told me that it
was the Book of God, the Creator and Preserver of
the universe, who had sent his heloved Son to die.
making atoncment for the sins of men. This waswhat.

wag as if thunder rolled in my ears, startling mo
from sleep. My first emotions were of terror; but
when T saw that there was a way of eseape from ny
sing, and a way by which I might seck happinesg
how could"T but be moved to repentance, forsake vt
oniee all the idols which T had vainly worshipped, (1;)
grateful for the great geace of my heavenly Fathd,
and rely with all my heart on the atoning merit
the Saviour? I consulted with my wife and daugn-
ter, and, procuring the necessary means, followid
the two brethren here to Hong Kong, that T mightvo
instructed in all the worship of God. While I h:ve
been here, I have felt something of the happinessof
licaven.”

Fiom the American Messenger. .

TIE CHURCII'S STRENGTIL

The converts of this day of Pentecost, if dontled
once in ten years, would, at the end of two ceatu-
ries. have equalled the whole population of the glbe.
Yes, if Christinns had continued to labor so haubly,
and so prayerfully, and God had so blessed their Ja-
bors as to make cach convert the instrument ¢f tho
conversion of two persons every ten years, the morn-
ing which ushered in the third century from that
memorable day, would have shone upon a world con-
taining ot one soul unreconciled to God.

Why then Qid not Christiauity go on * congnering
and to conguer,” until its triumphs weve co-extensive
with the abodes of man?  Alas, the fault was in her
professed friends.  Even before the grave had closed
on the last of the apostles, pride, and emulation, and
worldliness had begun to mar the beanty and para-
Iyze the energices of the Christinn church.  And, 29
years rolled on, the scene beeame darker and darkee
still, unul at length a night of gloom settled down
upon the world, which continued unbroker for ten
centuries.

How impressive the Iesson thus taught us by his-
tory. Hoaw clearly daes it show that the strength of
the church is in proportion to her purity and spiritu-
ality.  Let her once more cherish the Pentecostal
spirit, and would she not experience Pentecostal suc-
cess, and reeeive a Pentecostal blessing ?

OXNE YEAR'S FRUITS OF TIE LONDON CITY
MISSIQN.

967 cases of decided reformation of life; 700 per-
sons induced to become communicants; 411 prostis
tutes induced to enter asylums; 470 persens living
improperly together induced to marry; 636 drunk-
ards reclaimed ; 363 persons induced to commence
family prayer: 9561 children sent to school.—Report.

HAPPINESS NOT IN STATION ALoxE.—There is one
sxperience, gentlemen, to which the history of my
various changes in life has pecu.iarly, and { witl even
say, has painfully expoced me—how little 2 man
aaing, or rather, indeed, how wmnch he loses in the
happiness of natural and healthful enjoyment, in
passing from a narrower to & wider. and what some
may call 2 more clerated sphere.  There is not room
in the heart of maun for more than a certain number
of objects; and he is therefore placed far more fa-
vorably for the development of all that pleasuro
which Jies in the kind and friendly affections of’ our
nature, when the intimacy of his regards is permit-
ted to rest on a few, than when bustled through an
interminable variety of persons and things, cach ine
individual can have but a slender hold upon the
memory, and & hold as steader upon the ecmotions.—
Dr. Chalmers,

in all my life, I had never heard of.  The information
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Picos any Zoings of Judividuals.
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Fur the Cospel Tribune
THOUGIITS OF THE MIDNIGIT IIOUR.

' A LOEM, BY THE FOREST BARD.
Ty ... L. Esq.

! M 3t v specdfully inscribed as a token of friendship and

deteted aflectaon,

When nduight has hc; somt e curtan spread,

At siienee reigngz, as though all earih wete dead,
Then oft Wil faney soar 10 heights unknown,

Seale tute s dink mount. and stnve 10 chb her own;
Atthis stitthonr, steeped in the depths of thought,
When «wemory labors, by experieace tanght,

The mind, impai-nt of its thraldom here,

Chafes at the chuun that circumseribes her sphere.

Atsueh an bour with me *twas @ thought would soar,
‘Ceead pletsmes patle or r:mg‘c destruction’s shore,
Qrer canth “twoun d hover, inits hasty flight,

Al sean her actions with no juundiced sight,

E er on ctemity?s drend veige T stood,

And cueless, wandered by i1s #ilent flood;

T tred 1o picree its doshful mists, again

I triead fts depihs, its wadih, bat oh! *twas vaing

T vain, the son! would pierce thro® thit deep gloom,
That ever hangs iwoutid a yawning tomb,

She shudders with some secret dread § = 21is thought
Or zome  trnge montor, she Knows not what,

And oft secoils, aftfrighted. and afuid,

Tal reason cheers hier with her timous aid,

‘I'hen grown more trquil, nay she look ngain,
O'er death’s dark gulf orlife's decaying plain,

What way =he sce, then 2 What will she behold ?
W il some new vision, to hersight unfold?

+Twas thus, at midnight. (when to wake inclined),

Tumuligous theught, swept o’er wy restless mind,

Capncious faney. made me. by her art,

The tarinred vietis of o tronbted heant,

1 wish'd o alep beyaud the preseat siage,

To know the scerets of the fulure age,

To sead elenmy, if such there was,

And wisi*d to look beyond the Great, Fisst Cause.

1 ahnost deubited aught conld be supreme,

Yet dared not doubt, what natere made her theme,

Atlengih that name which all eanh’s tengues will laud,

Oue trath srude certain 5 this, theie is a God.

Canviction fastened on the mind of youth,

The ssnl grasp'd vager at the golden truth,

Aud satistaction recopnized hernod >

As il declared there is—there is a God.

But why this donbmg of the fechle soul,

One past believed we must believe the whole,

Yet ke astetled mmdier silt it fears,

Tho? with canviction ringing in her ems

Despite, that ** 21l small voice,* it constant says,

Que Gad there is. before whom eanh decays,

Then peace. thou iebel, geek thy woated resq,

And stil this tempest mging in my breast,

Go_felon doubt. embrace this dur ing truh,

Flee fo ly's brood, and »purn thy thoughticss youth.
4 e my soul, by sweet affection stoyed,

Awdd ieck religion oo, shall fend her aid,

Ga. scan the husy sons of earth, how vain

They heedless danee atong life’s tlowry plain,

They sip that gilded cup which serves to please,

But bitter woe is lurking iwits lees,

With wiith, ausd folty, now they madly shiny,

While pleasure pipes they Blindly dance away,

Oh thopughtless herd, bave ye no cougcious dicad;

No geeret fear to mivgle with the dead?

Have ye no sonls that thus ye dare presume,

To trip fo lighily round o gapping tomb,
Unthinking throng, y¢ pluck the hloowing flow'r,
And seize the plens.res o' the passing hour,

Ye trust 1o fele, the unpottimt dieas cast,

Til. fate deceives you, when all hope 12past,
And truth ahall show at death?s eventful day,
Fhie henvn ye've logt, the heavin ye've cuast away,
Bur though ufe pass. with every passion fed,

Or sufily pillow'd, on false p'ensure s bed,

Tho® mnihinay lure them with heyr gotden charme,
Or folly fuld them in her wanton arms,

Stern tiuth sha't bnst upoun cach startled oul,
And the ilse fi m shad]l flom thewr vision 1ol
‘Those pleasures tasted in the courts of vice,
They find they've purchased at too kigh o price 3
I wain religion wlizpers in their ear,

Her connsel's spusnied, o5 £ign they cannot hear,
And oo, mortality (in vain.) weould wars,

To flee, from vice, and shun the gitded thom,

Or yet twill mnkle in each unguish'd breast,

And 2utip the form by poerisy has diess'd

The hour of denth shndl el o disoed aale,

When doubting sceptics shall with atheisis wail,
Then unbedief hall hide her blushng fuce,

And shame 1o own her much dizhonoured race,
Eteinity her veil then cast aside,

And death 10 wore her dreadful seerets hide,
Opnce 0'er deatl's wave. the soul iis doom shall knov,
To heaven shall vise, or sink 10 endiess woe;
Shall hymn its praises round Jehovah's seat,

Or sink 10 hell the sullting duened to meet;
Then oh! what misery wiil that hearnt devour,
When it's lumenting Lie's negleeted hour,

Awdd then the soul in woe Le heard to say,

‘T'o thuse (alse pleasures wlich begui'ed astray,
\Where me ye now, that have my soul decelved,
Ye faithless crew, whose words 1ong brlieved,
Where now the joys ve pliced before my eyes,
The lurzs that ted, from vanity to vice;

Whete now gay pleasure, whese thy smiling face?
Or misth, or {ully, where's thy triflig grace,
Gone - gone—all vanish*d--all at death's fell swoop,
Aund man o misery lefi, their min'd dupe,

A roin'd dupe, oh say how long to be,

A life, an age, a long elernity.

E:emity 1-say, how dost thon poctaim

The appalling import of thy magic name;

How shkrinhs the soul thy g'oomy path’s to face.
The boundiess lnmis of thy length o uace;

Not one 0asig, in thy dreary path

e finds, who has incurred dchovah's wrath,
Thy name as a dread talisman wilt make

The soul in horror at thy import quake,

Wiapt in the embrace of conupting <lay,

1t idly pase'd it precivis yearsaway,

In contemplation of some specious plan

Or gpeculative. careless toy'd with man,
To10il--10 hoard--a treasure rich to save,

And yet desert 1t {or a dizinal grave,

Or clic. perhapa, tike a | his vestless race,

Man suives God's heing. and his pow’r to trace,
From whence he camne, or whither he must go,
A pow’r supreme it secmsiic cannotl know,
Thinks strange to hear of wmlds produced from nought,
I vt each with beings o1 imponance franght,
What guides om planct. in its constant flight,
Or Lriugs so surc a'tenuate dry and night,

Onc moment dares he hut of chanee w0 hink;
The next the stiucture of his thought will sink,
Confused, he knows not where his trust 1 pluce,
A God 1 own. or-owa a genii race,

He inocks divinity with polish'd m,
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Ta subtle guize, ofl playe the hi pocrite,

Hews ont a dactrine he believes alone.

F3ut heav'n, or hell, such docirine scorns to own,
Yet owns he not, that wiiueh he knows s true,
Each rtep s sainful which he doih pursue,

‘That “ st'len allvoice™ neny whispers in his car,
YPis flse hic doctrine that vou hold so dear,

Am‘ painful thought witl on s conscience throng,
And loudly whisper that lis course 13 wroug,
Yet the' conviction at los heart may guaw,

Her voice is stifled by his paseions Inw,

Her whisper spurns, her penitence hell check,
Tall soul and conscience, both hecoves a wieck,
Unut u denih's puissant grasp he lies,
Impassion'd, cuizes, calls on God, and dies

(T be continued.)

REV. J. IIOWE (1678) ON CHRISTIAN UNION.
(Continued from page 221.) .

We proceed now to enquire in what way the spirit
of God poured forth, may be expected to effect this
union, and there is no doubt but it will be by the
same means by which religion itself shall be revived
and recovered, of which we have so largely spoken,
for that which makes the Christian Church a Living
Church will make it One, thatis, in that higher
and more eminent degree, whercof we have been
speaking. It is but one and the same thing, or is
done by the same operation, the making the Church
more holy and the making one, that which brings
christians nearer to God, and Christ will infullibly
and at once bring them nearer to each other, when-
soever the Spirit of God poured forth shall make
men agree in having the Lord for their God, saying,
this God is our God for ever and ever. When men
shall become more sincere and thorough Christians,
they will certainly find that the things.in which they
are agreed ave far more momentous than any about
which they may differ, to this effect is the promise
in Jer., chap. xxxii. 38-39. “They shall be my
people, and I will be their God; and I will give them
one heart and one way.” 1o are told that God is
Light, and also, that be is Love. Were the image of
*God in these two things more generally and vividly
impressed upon men, this would do the whole busi-
ness, this would make them all one. How blessed
then would the union of Christians be. The cffect of
such a pouring out of the Spirit it may be expected
will be—1st, an increase of light and knowledge
among Christiz s generally, as to things necessary
to uuion ; 2nd, greater measures of grace, rendering
them more patient and forbearing towards ecach
other; and 1st, By an increase of light and know-
ledge, I mean such as lies in the next immediate
tendency to holiness, the knowledge of the truth
which is after gudliness, and which doth attemper
aud dispose the minds of men for the reception of
. truth as sanctifying, truth as it is transformative of

- the soul into a holy and godly frame; otherwise
there wants the cement that should hold hearts toge-
ther. Whuenever the Spirit of God doth that blessed
work in the world, to revive true Religios, it will

unite Christians, by curing the maladies and distem-
pers of mind, which prevent them from receiving
sound gospel knowledge; for if this be not done it
will be impossible thero should be union, unless men
should agree only in beiag diseased, or which would
be equally absurd, agree all to bo in one disesse,
which surely would be a most unhappy union. Lut,
when the Spirit of the living God, shall create the
Christian world a region of light, then shall be
realized the happy union of which we have spoten.
3rd, By making Christinns more patient of dissent
from onc another in less necessary things, for then
there will be a greater ability to distinguish between
truths that are of Seripture revelation and those that
are not, and to judge more correctly of their relative
importance; and also, among revealed truths men
will be enabled to distinguish between those which
arcmore and less necessary, and being also more
spiritual, they will be more apt to be taken up with
the great things of religion. Be more holy, less
opinionative and humoursome, and have less of the
knowledge that puffeth up. Then Christians will
maintain a reverential subjection to God's own pre-
seribed rules of, and terms of Christian comrunior,
not daring to make terms, limiting the-communion
of Christians, as such, which Christ never authorized
and will never own, under this devout subjection, to
the authority of Christ, and influenced by a due
regard to his new commandment, Christians will
extend their communion to all those to whom he
extends his, for this is the import of the Apostles
words, Romans, chap. xiv. 1, 10, and salso, chap.
xv. T; here is a principle more broad and solid,
and better adapted as a basis of Christian com-
munion, and as a specific to cure the diseases of
the Church than auny squareing or adjusting of the
external forms whilst the internal conformity of the
minds of its members to the mind of Christ in meek-
ness, gentleness, and love, are lost sight of.—Com-
municated by Q. Q., Pickering.

REPLY TO * * ¥ ON COMMUNION.

¢ (Continued from page 192.)

Immediately after the declaration on which I have
been remarking you say, “If we admit the example
of the primitive churches to be really and positively
binding on us now as the followers of Christ, the
question simply is, were the converts to the gospel-
faith baptized in order to be admitted into, and have
the privilege of communion with the Apostolic
churches If this is admitted, then we have a divine
example, &c.” To this, with some little qualifica~
tion, I have no objection: for I do admit that the
exaraple of the primitive churches, as far as it is pos-
sible for us to follow it, is “really and positively
binding on us;"~I do adwit that *the converts to
the gospel-faith were baptized immediately, or as

soon as circumstances would admit, after conversion.
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I mean this ag applicable to sucli as were uunvcrt('d'

on, or after the day of Pentecost.  But when you say
% in order to be admitted into the primitive churches,”
if you mean tbat baptism was viewed as in a]l cir-
cumstances necessary to admission, in the same sensc
a8 conversion was necessary ; I cannot go with you.
I will admitt that if a professed convert had refused
to submit to baptism, he would have been rejected,
but not,,observe, because the want of baptism was
viewed asg of itself an absolute disqualifiontion for
communion in these churclies, but because refusal to
submit to what was tken incontrovertibly the will of
Christ would have been necessarily viewed as wilful
disobedience to his laws, or contempt of his authority.
And if you, dear brother, could say of Pedubaptists,
ag such, that their refusal to be immersed must
necessarily be viewed as wilful disobedicence, or con-
tempt of the authority of Christ, then you would be
right; it would be utterly vain to contend with you.
Nay, I will cheerfully admit, that if close communion
had had this ground to stand upon, there would bave
been absolutely ‘NO GROUND FOR OPEN COMMUNION IN
toE New Testasent.” But I know, brother, you set
up no claim to such ground for close communion,—
I know you could make us out a list—a long list of
names of Pedobaptists both from among the living
and the dead, concerning whom, if you hear it said,
or even insinuated, that they refused to be immersed,
from a disposition to disobey, or contemn the
authority of Ghrist, you would spurn the insinuation
ag flagrantly unjust. What ! you would say, Jobn
Owen a contemner of the authority of Christ?_ Or
even Richard Baxter; culogized in an article in a
late Ch. Mess., in terms of unmeasured veneration.
Yes, Richard Baxter, who, though an inveterate
opponent of the Baptists, is yet characterized by
brother Nutter, (I presume, a close Baptist) as the
“ever to be remembered, great and good Noncon-
formist divine, one of the most spiritual and success-
ful ministers of the gospel of the times in which he
lived.” Ycs, Richard Baxter, concerning whom
brother Nutter says “I esteem it a peculiar privilege
to have been born and brought up in the samg,town
wherein so excellent a man lived and laboured so
successfully that Ridderminster was brought from
being a town without a praying family to be a town
almost without =2 prayerless family. And who,
brother Nuiter is sure, left such a savour of heaven
and heavenly things that the effects continued to be
felt for many generations.” And brother Nutter
might have added, that the works of this same
Richard Baxter; such as his Call to the Unconverted,
and Saint's Rest, are, perhaps, at tbis present time
doing more cvery day in the way of converting sin-
ners and edifying saints than many a living Regular
Baptist minister by his personal labours, and must
the “ever to bo remembered” Baxter be classed
with the disobedient,—the conteraners of the
authority of Christ? Can that system be sound that

requires the exclusivn of & Baxter from the Church of
Cbrist? Surely it requires revision, This, dear
brother, i3 our grand—our insurmountablo objec- _
tion to close communion ; it has, indeed no respect
of persons, except they be immersed ; an Owen may
delight a3 much in serving and exalting Christ as
Paul ;—a Baxter may be as zealous for the gloiy of
God in the converson of sinners us that Apostle j—
they may buth possess the fervent love of John;
they may do an incalculable amount of good in con-
verting sinners and building up saints; it matters
not to close communion :—according to it they must,
as to qualification for admission to the privileges of
the house of God, be contented to take their place
with the ¢ disobedient,” the contemners of the
authority of Christ. True, it is admitted cheerfully,
that close communionists in general would be very
far from classing Owen, or Baxter, or any pious
Pedobaptists, with the disobedient, it is of their
system that we speak; with the inconsistency be-
tween i and themselves, we have here nothing
to do. .

It is not uncommon for our close brethren to ask
« to what purpose is it that such characters as Owen,
Baxter, Watts, &c., are brought forward ?” We reply,
to great good purpose, especially as & sample of the
characters whom close communion rejecls or ex-
cludes from the church of Christ; for the fact that it
does require the rejection, of thousands of such
characters is sr.rely strong presumptive evidence that
the principle is a flagr2.t fallacy. Yes, though the
various express injunctions to receive those whom
God has received had not been in the New Testa-
ment, yet the fact that close communion requires the
rejection of even such characters from the Church of
Christ as Owen or Baxter, would be, in our view,
more than sufficient to conder.n it ; but when we are
expressly commanded to receive even “the weak in
the faith,” shall we be told it is not to ithe purpose
to refer to such characters as Ofven, or Baxter, and
say to close communionists your system cannot be
right, because instead of receiving ¢ the weak in
the faith” according to the express law of the New
Testament, it rejects many both of the weak and the
strong. When we say it is not very likely that, as
God so very evidently received and communed with
an Owen and a Baxter kimself, he would nevertheless
make it our duty to refuse to receive or to reject
them from our communion, shall we be asked “to
what purpose are such characters brought forward ?”
when it is frankly ackiowledged by our closo
brethren that there are among those whom they deem
unbaptized vast numbers of eminent christians, such
as Owen and Baxter; and when it is equally frankly
admitted that in New Testament times there was
not among the unbaptized a single cbristian even of
the meanest grade ; surely we might with the strictest
propriety ask them “to what purpose do you tell us
that the immersed only wece admitted to the New

Testament Churches?



For thess somewhat extended remarks, though ar
apparent digression, I=nced offer no apology, bLeing
pursuaded that every candid mind must allow the
have & very jmportant bearing on the question at
issue.

T admitted that those converts, at least, who were
converted on and after the day of Peutecost were
baptized on their conversion, and T may add, pro-
bably before they united with the church to celebrate
the supper; but I think you will admit that it wa-
not becanse they were baptized that these converts were
received into the church, but simply and solely
because they were converts, or believers; and if we
could conceive it possible for & convert to have given
cviilence of his conversion, while refusing to be bap-
tized, it way be assumed that such a convert would
have been received unbaptized; for it is manifest
nothing was required but evidence of genuine con-
version ; allowing that baptism was required, it was
s0 only as an evidence of conversion, but that it is
g0 now is not pretended.

You go on to observe, “if this is admitted (viz.,
that the converts were baptized, &e.) then we have a
divine example, &e” I have admitted that we are
bound to follow the example of the Apostolic
churches as far as it is possible for us in our circum-
stances to do so; but T contend that we are placed in
circumstances,—yes, brother, though I have already
remarked pretry fully on this, it does appear to wme
of such importance as to justify a rvepetition ;—1I do
unhesitating!y insist, the cirenmstances in which we
are placed by the baptismal controversy reanders it
absolutely impossible for either you or us to follow
the example of the New Testament churches in every
rezpect. I have already particulavized several re-
spects in which you do not follow their example ; and
I could easily mention others; let it suflice to refer
to one.  When you baptize such a candidate as Mr.
Noel you complacently conclude that now you have
followed the example of the New Testament churches.
Bat it needs ouly a little refllection to convinee you
that there is really no such example ealibited by
these churches: you know their rule was to baptize
on conversion but here is a christian who had been
converted perhaps half a century, and had been all
that t'me faithfully and zealously serving his Lord,
and enjoying atl certain intervals during that period
the privilege of celebrating the Lovd's supper; though
you assume in your articles of faith (certainly un-
warrantably) © that ordinance is the pecyliar privi-
lege of those who immerse;—here I suy is such 2
christian observing the Zuttiutory rite of baptism ; but
where is the divine example thatajs followed ?  As-
gurcdly it was as mach the intention of the Institutor
that it shoulld be observed on conversion, as that it
should be observed at all.  Here then is “ a change
in the order and ordinances of the church of Christ.
Haw you can justify yourselves in countenancing it
while you cuntend that no possible change of circum-
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stances can demand or justify the clightest d. .intion
‘Trom apostolic example I cannot see. T solemuly
wssure you, dear brother, I feel constrained to view
it a3 a deviation from Apostohe example equally
great as to admit acknowledged christians to the
Supper, though owing to their views of tha
nrdinznee, they did not see it their daty to be im-
mersed.

You say that the dogma that a change of circum-
stances, may demand and justify a change in the
order and ordinances of tho church of Clurist is the
slaring ervor that is at the root of all the heresies,
and anti-christian practices that corrupted the chris-
tian church. I think, brother, yon ave aware that
these heresies, &c., that corrupted the christian
chureh were not introduced on the pretest that cir-
cumstances rendered them absolutely necassary ; bud
on the ground that the church (alias, the clergy)
was invested with authority to settle the meaning of
scripture j--to docree rites aud cercmonies; andin
short, to enact such laws for the governmesnt of the
church as a majority of the clergy should deem ex-
pedient.  Nothing of the kind is contenided for by tho
advoeates of open communion.  Nay, as already ob-
sereed they appeal to the usiequivocally eapressed
injunctiouns of the divine word: they contend that
the change of circumstances occasioned by the bap-
tismal vontroveisy, not only justifies a change in
some respects as it regards the ordinaute of baptism,
and admission to the church of Christ, but renders
it absalulely unavoiduble. Tt is vain to talk as if a
change in these respeets were optional; for that it
is not. We may choose between one change and
another, butbetween ¢ ckange and no change we have
no choice. We contend for one line of procedure in
reference to baptism and admission to the church;
you contend for another, but both in certain respects
deviate from the example of the New Testawment
churches. As perfect imitation is impossible, we
feel it our duty to aim to follow Apostolic example
as to what appears of the greater impoitance; and
acting on this principle we feel impelied to the con-
clusion that the manifestation of union and love
amcog the followers of Christ is of incomparably
greater importance than a puunctilious uniformity in
respect to the ordinance of an external ceremony :
for, however important the ordinance of baptism

may be; and we would be far from detracting the
least iota from its importance; yet we believe thad
all the dificiency really chargeable va pisas Pedo-
baptists in reference to it, amounts merely to a mis-
take respecting the time and manner of its observance.
Many of them, doubtless, have as high a reward to
the rite as an ordinance of Christ, sceurding to their
own view of it, as the most reguiur of the Regular
Baptists can pretend to; and therefore, dear brother,
we hold it to be utterly out of the question for us,
even as Baptists, to view their crror of sufiicient
enormity to justity their exclusion from the church
of Chirist, especially when we cranot shut our eyes
on the humbling fact, that n.any of them tar outstrip
us in their zeal and devotedness to their God and

Saviour. 4. B,
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Aolitical ay General Wiseellany,

Prow the Massachusett’s Teacher,

PROGRESS OF EDUCATION IN CANADA. i

Iintcrcsts of Common and Grammar Schools, and yet

it would be very diflicult to find another country in
which an equal amount of pecuninyy aid is Iurnished
to students in the higher dcp:u-unzms of cduention.
In tle University of ‘Toronto, there are distributed an-
nually among  the students about sixty scholarships,

. i >t - HA P a a 1703 ‘d-
The time has mrrived whenr the © S(‘.hOOlln!\SIOI‘"I("“h worth S150, besides nnmerous prizes and med

must go <fabroad” to gain instruction, as well as to
impartit.  The teacher who is satisied with his own
experience, and will not take the trouble to inquire
what progress others are making, is in great danger
of finding that he is detiiched from the rest of the
teain, and that the passengers have all gone into the
“car forward.”

Teachers above all other classes in the community,
arc favored with frequent and regnlar vacations, and
are, therefure, the more inexcusable if they fail to
become in some degree familiar with the systems and
modes ol instruction that are adopted in the best
schools. Mozt of the teachers of the State are so
situated that they can cnjoy these advautages with |
only & moderate expenditure of either time or mo-|
ney.

Availing ourselves of a recent vacation, we went!
as far as Canada West, and spent several days in-
studying the educational system of that Proyjnce. !

t
We stopped en possant at Utiea, with the assembled,
teachers of the Key-stone State, and found that the
New York State Teachers' Assoctation embraces sov-,
eral hundred of the best teachers in the country,
with three times as much intellectual and wmoral
power as they can bring to bear effectively in oney
organized body. We lingered also at Trenton l’:llls,!
near Utica, lung enough to learn that it is one of the;
most heautiful summer rvetreats that an exhausted
teacher could possibly desire.

A few of the impressions received during our visity
to Torouto. and facts gathered th:re, may not be
wholly destitute of interest to the readers of the
tTeacher.”

So much has been said ¢f the Prussian system of
gchools, that well-informed teachers have become
familiar with most of its prominent features ; but
gystem ui educ-ttion, in some respects more complete
and imposing than that of Prussia, has sprung up on
our own bord rs, which appears to have attracted
less general attention among us,

The presen® system of education for Upper Canada
is identilied with the name ot the Rev. Egerton Ryer-
son, D. D, Chief Superintendent of Schools. Dr.
Ryerson entered upoa the duties of his office in 1844,
and spent an entire year in examining the ditferent
systems of other countrics, both in BEurope and Amer-
ica. The resultsof these investigations were embo-
died in an ¢l \borate Report, published in 1846, and
in a Lill lor the establishment of an improved system
of schools, which beeame a law the same year. The
system adopted by Dr. Ryerson is cclectic.  Many of
the general flatuies of the school law were borrowed
from the system of the State of New York ; the prin-
ciple of supporting schools according to property,
was derived from Masi.chvsetts; the eclementar-
text-books adopted, were thase published under ths
sanction of the National Board of Education in Ire-
land ; and the system of NormalSchool training was
derived from Germany.  Dr. Ryerson acknowledges
himself specially indebted to these sources, but the
features he has derived from them are essentially
modified in their application.

The course of iustruction provided by law in Up-
per Canada embraces every grade of school, from the
lowest to the highest. The attention of the Educa-

tional department is devoted more especially to the

als. The schoinrships are given to those who snstain
the best examinations in the diffevent branches, at
several ditferent stagres inAheir college course.

The Normal School at Toronto is an institution
that would be an onour to any country in the world
It consists of a Normal S hool proper, :wnd two Mod.1
Schools.  In the Normal School, pupils are * taught
how to teach;” in the Model Schools, they are taught
to give practical effect to their instructions, under
the direction of teachers previously trained in the
Novmal Schioul.  The Model Schools arve designed to
be the model for all the public schools in the Prov-
ince.  The buildings were erected by Government in
1852, and the grounds occupy an entire square of
more than seven acres.  The whole cost of the build-
ingsand site wasabont $125,000. The buildings and
premises ave by far the most commodious and elezant
of the kind in Ameriea.  The wmain building is 184
feet long and 84 feet deep, and the extreme height
of the cupola is 95 fect.  The ,arrangement of the
rooms is such that the male and female students are
entirely separated, except when in the presence of
one of’ the teachers.  More than half of the lower
floor is occupied by the rooms of the * Eduention
Office” and the * Map and Public Library Depository.”

The Pupils of the Normal Schools are divided into
two classes, and the lectures and other instructions
are given chiefly by Thomas J. Robertson, Esq., aund
Rev. William Ormiston.  These gentlemen had hoth
been distinguished for their scholarship and ability
before engaging in the school at Toronto, and they
have shown themseves fully equal to the duties they
are now called to discharge.  Those who attended
the recent meetings of the New York State Teachers’
Assuciation enjoyed the privilege of hearving an ofi-
hand speech from Mr. Ormiston, and it iz no dispar-
agement to others to say that it was not excel'ed by
any similar effort during the sessions.  Whenever we
have oceasion again to refer to a speaker who illus-
trates the vekement in style, we shall name the Rev.
William Ormiston.

Much of the instruction in the Normal School is
given in the form of familiar lectures, but the exami-
nations of the pupils are thorough and scarching.
‘The number of pupils in attendance at the time of
our visit was about cighty, but this is considerably
less than the usual attendance. The course of
instruction extends ‘hrough two hali-yearly terms,
and embraces both common and higher branches of
English study. The course appears to be less strictly
professional than in several of the Normal Schools
in the United States. Less time is devoted in tho
Normwal department to the theory and practice of
teaching; but this deficiency is in a gieat degree
supplied Dby the extensive practice required in the
Model Scools, under the direction of competent and
experienced guides.,

The Model Schools are more extensive and com-
plete in their arrangements than any in the United
States, unless we except the Model Schools at New
Britnin, Coun., which are unqguestionably the best
we have. The wnmber of scholars attending the
Model Schools at Torento is about 400.

The business of the “ Education Uffice” furnishes
full employment for the Chivf Superintendent and bis
Deputy with some three or four Clerks. The Journa?
of Education is issued from this office montbly, under
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the direction of Dr. Ryerson, assisted by the Deputy
Superintendent, J. George Hodgins, Lsq.

Another important branch of the establishment is
the ¢ Apparatus, Mup, and Library Deposiwory.”  An
extensive assortmont of works in the various depart-
ments of literrture and science, is kept constantly an
hand, and schools and libraries are supplied at cost
throughout the Province. The books furnished by
this Depository to the public libraries, amount to
nearly 100,000 volumes annually.

It may, perhaps aid in forming au idea of the
amount of business transacted by the Department of
Public Instruction, to state that the number of letters
received by its several branches, amounts to about
500 a month.

At the head of the whole system, are the Council
of Public Instruction and the Chief Superiutendent
of Schools, both appointed by the Crown.

GIVE WAY A LITTLE.

In the crowded streets of the great city where mul-
titudes are passing in opposite directions, while some
are crossing obliquely, and others at right angles, it
is necessary for every one to give way a little to
those he meets ; by which means they will have a
free passage. Were the whule mnltitude to pass
directly onward, without any yielding an inch of

ground to anybody else, all would be obstructcd'

more or less, and confusion must ensue. Or, if a
churlish individual should take it into his head to
march forward in a staight line, and in no case, make
way for man, woman, or child, nor even for a pro-
cession, he would be sure to jostle agrinst some one
or other, at almost every step, and would receive many
an insult, and perhaps hard blows for his obstinacy
and impudence.

And very much soit is in our journey through
life, and with respect to our general interconrse with
mankind. In the march of life no one's path is so
clear as not in some degree to cross another's; and
if each is determined, with unyiclding sturdiness, to
keep his own line, it i3 impossible but he must give
and receive many a rude shock. In society, in neigh-
borhoods, and even among close friends, there will
spring up rivalries, and be sometimes a close line of
opinion, and if all were mutually obstinate, there
could Ue no bounds or end to contention. Wheteas,
by the exercise of mutul condescension, social
harmony is preserved, and the pleasures of society
epjoyed.

Courtesy of manners is the congruous drapery of &
benevolent mind, and is both seemly and pleasing at
all times, and in every relation of life. Nor does it
need any laborions study to maintain it. A great
part of the essence of courtesy, or of genuine polite-
ness, is expressed in these three words, * Never pre-
fer yourself.”

THE SECRET OF DR. WAYLAND'S SUCCESS.

From an Address delivered by himon retiting from the Presidency
of Brown University.

and honest consccration to the
work to he done. He had cut loose from what-
ever interfered with that work. He kept himself
from amusements—for which he had no tastc—and
even from favorite studies, and gave himself to the
work of building up the University.

2. A cogged instinct to do his duty. He hada
fixed determination to go through with what he had
begun, and to take up every duty as it came. No
doubt, in the master of discipline, some had thought
him a “regular old despot.” But God only knew the

1. A resolute

agony he had endured when called to inflict pain on
any student or his friends. But the pain they hind
suifered was nothing when compared with his. Ho
had tried to avoid discipline, but could not help it.
And now, as the rejected suitor appeated from Philip
drunk to Philip sober, so he appealed from impetuous
and excited young men, to tho men he saw beforo
him, matured and subdued by experience. They
must decide on his acts as instructor; and there was
no pupil'of his whom he would not be glad to meet
any where, for he knew that towards all he had done
his simple duty. :

3. Never act for to-morrow, or next month, instead
of to-day. It has been my rule to do to-dny what I
have to do, as well 1 know how. The way to pre-
pare for to-morrow, i3 to do with a whole hicart the
duties of to-day. Sometimes young men take up
teaching as atemporary employment, while preparing
for a profession ; but their hearts are not in it, and,
consequently, they break down as teachers, and carry
with them into their profession the reputation of men
who huve already fuiled. Do your present duty and
never be mousing round for sowething.

4. Adherence to general principles. Iave confi-
dence in general principles.  OQur wisest men—for I
presume our politicians are our wisest men—often
uristdke for wantof confidence in principles. Things
follow their tendencies, Take a Iaw of right and
carry it through, and take the good and bad together,
You cannot have the good of a principle without the
evil. DBut follow the principle. It will bring you
into narrow places and up steep defiles; but keep on,
and you will see a glory beyond that will repay the
labor and toil of the ascent.  For myself, I am built
railroad fashion. I can go forward, and if nccessary,
I can go back; but I cannot go sideways.

5. Whatever of knowledge I have of men or mind,
T htve got from the New Testament of the Lord Jesus
Chirist.  Study the Bible, if you would be wise.
Count it your highest honor to be useful to your
fellow men.

HARVARD UNIVERSITY AND A WAR SHIP.

It appears from the last reportof the treasurer, that
the whole available property of the University, the
various accumulations of more than two centuries of
generosity, amounts to 763,175 dollars.

There now swings idly at her moorings, in this
harbor, a ship of the line, the Ohio, carrying 90 guns,
finished as late as 1835, for 547,888 dollars; repaired
only two years afterwards, in 1838, for 223,012 dol-
lars; with an armament which has cost 53,945 dol's,
making an amount of 834,845 dollars, as the actual
cost at this moment of that single ship; more than
100,000 dollars beyond all the avalable accumula-
tions of the richest and noblest seat of learning in
the land! Choose ye, my fellow citizens of a Chris-
tian State, between the two caskets—that wherein is
the loveliness of knowledge and of truth, or that
which contains thecarrion of death. Let us pursue
the comparison still further. The account of the
expenditures of the University during the last year,
for the general purposes of the college, the instruc-
tion of the under graduates, and for the schools of
law and of divinity, amounts to 45,949 dollars. The
cost of the Ohio for one year in service, in salaries,
wages, and provisions, is 220,000 dollars; being
175,000 more than the annual expenditures of the
University ; more than four times as much. In other
words, for the annual sum which is lavished on one
ship of the line, four institutions like Harvard Uni-
versity, might be sustained throughout the country.

Still further let us pursue the comparison. The pay
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of the captain of a ship like the Ohlo, is 4500 dollars,
when in service; 3,500 dollars when on leave of ab-
sence or off duty, The salary of the President of
Harvard Uiversity is 2,205 dollars, without leave of
absence, und uever being off duty !

If the large endowments of Hurvard University are
dwarfed by a comparison with a single ship of the
line, how much more must it be so with those of
other institutions of learning and beneficence, less
favored by the bounty of many generations? The
average cost of a sloop of war is 316,000 dollars,
more, probably than all the cndowments of those
twin stars of learning in the western part of Massa-
chusetts, the colleges at Williamstown and Ambherst,
and of that single star in the east, the guide to many
ingenious youth, the seminary nt Andover. The
yeurly cost of & sloop of war in service is aboul 50,000
dollars; more than the annual expenditure of these
three institutions combined.—J1lon. Charles Sumner.

From the Toronto Globe.
THE MAMMOTII STEAMSHIP.

We have on several occasions noticed the charac-
ter and progress of this wonderful attempt to over-
come, by opposing still stronger forces the ficrceness
of that ocean-strife to which navigators have been
exposed, from the tine when th man, who Horace
says must have had a heart of triple brass, first
Inunched his bark on salt water, to the present half-
way house of the nineteenth century. The following
particulars, however, for which we are indebted to
the State of Maine, may not be uninteresting, espe-
cially when it is remembered that there is sou.z hope
of this gigautic vessel becoming to a great extent a
peculiarly Canadian ‘Institution.’ This great steamer,
then, is being constructed on the Thames by Messrs.
Scott and Russell, under the direction of I. K. Brunel,
the Engineer. She is to be 684 feet long, 83 feet
broad, 58 teet deep, with four decks, and a measure-
ment of 27,000 tons. She will be ship rigged with
five masts, and steered with two rudders, the one be-
fore the other behind the screw. Besides the screw
she will also have paddle-wheels, which are to be
worked by o separate engine from that which sets
the screw in motion. These engines, placed in dif-
ferent parts of the ship, will be worked by the steam
from ten boilers, having each ten furnaces and a
smolte-pipe fur every pair of boilers. The screw en-
gine will be 1,600 and the paddle engine 1,000 horse-
power; total, 2,600. Cylinder of screw, 4 feet ; diam-
eter of cylinder, 84 inches ; stroke 4 feet : cylinder of
paddle-engines, 74 inches; length of stroke, 14 feet
6 inches. DBach engine-room will be forty feet long.
The screw propeller will be 23 feetin diameter. The
paddle-wheels have been fixed at 58 feet diameter.
Draft of water londed, 28 feet; in ballast, 18 feet.—
the shaft of this monster-vessel has been made at the
works of the Messrs, Napier, on the Clyde, and is 43
fect in diameter, and her chain cables are made of 44
inch iron. The mode of constructing her hull is as
follows:—

The steamer is butilt into a set of square iron boxes
or compartments, encased within a double shcll of iron
plates, the inner one of three quarter inch iron, forms
the inner skin or hide. Qutside this is an outer skin
of one inch iron plates. The outer and imner plates
will be joined to each other by longitudinal webs or
girders formed of plates and angle iron. There will
be seventeen of these webs on eaeh side of the sbip,
thus joining the outer and inner skirs by means of &
number of water-tight cells, of such extraordinary
strength that they give a rigidity never before com-

municated to any vessel. DBesides these small cclls
forming the whall, as it were, of the ship, she is being
built in seventeen sections—the midship section being
first built up to its full altitude, dind the iron decks
lnid—the other sections, fore and aft, being succes-
sively built in like manner, and joined to the prece-
ding section. It may, therefore, be said that the
ship will consist of a-grent number of wuter-tight
apartments between the outer and inner skins, and of
thirty-two large square compartments in the body of
tlie vessel, not merely nominul divisions, but com-
plete, substantial water-tight bulk-heads, of sufficicat
strength to bear the pressure of being filled with
water. In case of accidentully being broken in two,
the separate portions would float without damage to
the cargo contained in the uninjured sections.

The accommodatious for the conveyance of passen-
gers on board this ship will be something alinost
fubulous. She will accommodate a whole expedi-
tionary army, say ten thousand men, if used as a
troop ship; but for other purposes she will be able
to receive on board six hundred first class and eight
hundred second class passengers.  Her saloon will
be four hundred feet Jong and fifteen feet high. It is
expected that from her vast bulk this ship will move
upon the waves of the ocean as ensily as smaller
crafts move upon the hittle ripples of our fresh water
rivers. A gale of wind will be no gale to her, and
she will be as steady in a hurricane as aflat bottomed
punt from which gentlemen fish for carpin o pleasure
pond. Of course it is not every harbor that will suit
a craft of twenty-seven thousand tons measurcment,
although, considering her great tonnage, twenty-eight
feet, which is calculated as her loaded draught, is
small enough. Great efforts ave, therefore, being
made tohave her permanently ewployed in the Amer-
ican trade, and Boston and Portland are each com-
peting for the honor of having their port made the
goal of her western voyages. We understand that
our friend Mr. Bellhouse has gone out to communi-
cate with the owners of this wonderful vessel, with
the view of determining them to adopt Portland as
the place to which she shall permanently run.  The
Grand Trund R ilway and the Great Western Railway
have, of course, a very considerable interest in the
success of this negocintion. With the Mammoth
steamship running acro-s the Atlantic from Portland
to Liverpool, and the most direct line across the
Continent to the Western part of the Continent over
the Victoriu Bridge at Montreal, an immense trade
must be brought upon the Canadian route, Which
must swell the receipts of our railroads, and, no
doubt, add immensely to all the comiaerce of the
country. e

PR

Fro the Vgaice Gazette,
THE POrE’'S RULE IN AUSTRIA.

According to the new Concordat :—* The Catholic
religion shall be maintained and protected, with alt
the rights and prerogatives accorded to.it by the holy
capons, In every part of the empire where it
dominates,

“The Placetum Regium is abrogated.

# The relations of the Bishops with the Holy Sce
in Spiritual affairs, the relations of the bishops with
their clergy and the people, their instructions and.
enjoinments in spiritual affuirs, are free '

*The nomination of the vicar and the college, tho
granting or refusal of ordination to such as appear
unworthy of it, the foundation or collation of curates,
the institution of public prayers, the convecation of
the synods, the publication of the pastoral letters and
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injunttions, the prohibition of dangerous books, be-

longs freely to the bishops alone.

“ The religious educntion of ;outh, the chicf su-
perintendence over religions instruction, are confided,
to the bishops, and subjected o an eudesiastical
inspector of all the primary Catholic schools.

“The appointment of the catehists is confided to,
thie bishopz, and the teaching of theology or of the
canon law is forbidden to cvery one without lllcir;
approbation, ;

+ Ecelezinstical afinirs are judged Ly ccclesiastical,

judges, according to the rules of the canons or lhc;

instructions of the Conncil of Trent; and matrimo-

nial affairs alone, in their relations with the cccle- |

siastical eflects of this sacrament, ave brought before
the Iny judges,

“The ishops have the full right of punishing,
those priests who trangress ecclesiastical discipline,;
and of inflicting penalties upon such as violate they
laws of the churelr; whereas temporal justice can
only take coguizance of civil alluirs, aud of the
crimes committed by ecclesiastics ; but, in this lat-
ter case, the bishop must be previously informed.

“In prisons the ccclesiastics will be separated,
from lay prisouers; in churches the immuniiy will
be maintnined, in so far as the puwulic safety will
permit.

“The disputes of laymen with respect to patronage
will bie judged by the temporal judges.

« Verbal or written defamation of the Catholic re-
ligion, of tire holy liturgy, as likewise of the bishops
or priests, will be interdicted.

“The bishops of the provinee will be heard for the
presentiation of new bishopsgo the loly Sce.

“All rights claimed by the bishopsover thesemina:
ries are recognized, including their nomination of
the rectors, professors and teachers.

“The priests are chosen from among the candid-
ates, the first digaitaries of tlie cathedral chapter are
appointed by the Holy See, should there ¢xist no
right of patronage,—the others by the Lmpceror, \vith'
the exception of those proceeding cqually from the
right of patronage or being conncied with the free
disposal of the bishops.

“The tight of appointing pricsts to all the canoni-;
cates, and to all the livings where a right of patron-
age exists, the resuit of a scentific or pious foundation,
belongs to the Emperor on condition that the clection
shall fall on one of the three candidates whom the
bishop shall have proposed after a preliminary ex-
amination.

« The Holy Sec has full right of creating, with the
Emperor’s consent, new divceses and new parishes.
¢ «]lis Majesly engages to make an adequate allow-
ance for such livings us are not yet properly cndowed.

“The law relative to the property of the church
will be administered in conformity with the instruc-
tions of the canonical institutions; in what concerns
possession, the rules prescribed by the canoens will be
observed.

“ Free intercourse between the religious commu-
nities and their superiors who reside at Rome are
guuranteed ; these latter will have the full right of
visiting the monasteries of the monarchy, and of
publishing circulars touching the discipline, &c.

“The religions orders, have the right of opening
noviciates, bishops that of instituting, with the con-
sent of the government, both monasteries and con-
vents.

% The property of the church is declared sacred
and inviolable, and the church is maintained in its
full right of acquiring property.

the intervention of the Holy Sec; the rights of the
Lishops remain always intact.

s The estates of the church will be administered
according to the canonical instructions ; o commisg-
<ion will be appointed for the administration of va- .
cont livings.

“ The right of collecting tithes is maintained wher-
ever it still exists, and his Majesly undertakes to
procure an endowment having legal force wherever
it no longer exists.

¢ Al other affairs, not included in this concordat,
will be regulated in accordance with the doctrines of
the church, and the regulations approved by the
Holy Sce.

# The concordat is declared to be national law in
perpetuity, and it abrogatesall the laws and arrange-
wents that lave hitherto regulated ceclesiestical af-
fairs in the State”

IPeoin the Puritan Recorder.
REMARKABLE FACTS.

Among the first instruments of the Reformation in
Scotland, was George Wishart, distinguished for
wisdomn, learning, and piety—who was wuont to spend
his days in teaching, and a4 great part of his nights in
prayer. le had been, by the wicked plots of Cardi-
ual Benton, brought to the stake. Irum the midst
ol the flames hie answered one who (alorted him to
constancy,—“The flames indeed embrace my body,
hut do not conquer my soul; but, (turning his eyes
to the Cardinal, who from a window not far distant
was enjoying the spectacle,) ¢ that sanme man who
locks upon us with such disdain, shall, within a few
days, appear again ot that window ith as much
infauny as he now has of wanton cruclty.” And so
indeed it was; for he was assassinated by a conspi-
racy, and suspended as a public spectacle from tho
same window. Of this fact Burnet says, that the
peonle regarded Wishart us endowed with an extra-
ordizary measure of the divine Spirit, and thought
he was honoured with & spirit of prophecy because
biz life was so holy and cxcmulary, and after the
event verified the prediction, he was esteemed as not
less 2 prophet than a saint.

Another case was that of Patrick Siinson, 2 man
distinguished for learning and picty. Ilis wife was
smitten with an alarming discese, and assaulted with
horvible temptations. llc went oul aloac in his
garden, and for scveral hours gave himself to carnest
prayer. While thus engaged, discoveries were made
to him almost exceeding belief. If¢ affirmed, that
he had been addressed in an audible voice by a mes-
senger from Heaven, and told what cvents would be,
all of which were minutely fulfilled.

Anotker instance was that of Hugh Kennedy, a
private Christian of great excellence of character.
Late one night he knocked at the door of a friend,
and called upon him to rise from his bed and join
with him in prayer.  For, said he, my son and other
fricnds who arc abroad, arc in cxtreme peril at this
moment. After spending some time in prayer, he
rose with a countenance flusked with joy, and said,
# Now they aresafei”  Afterwards it was discovered,
at just that hour, those fricnds did expericnce a re-
markable Jdeliverauce from danger.

The famous dream of Zwingle is generally credited.
In his work on the Eucharist, he relates as follows:
When the subject of wholly abolishing the Mass at
Zurich was in debate, the controversy was conducted
between me and the Secretary. e defended the
Romish idea; that the words, “This is my body,”
import that the bread is the real body of Christ. And

“No suppression or sale can take place without,I adduced many instances from Scripture, where tho



THE GOSPEL

word 5, is put fov significs. Ilc replice, that thesc
are taken frenn patables, and hence are not in puing,
beeau ¢ these were not sinuple tropes, as I held that
used in setting torth the supper 10 be. 1 veplied.
that the instance—The sced is the word,” wus not
in w parable, Lut in the explication of o paruble.
And this ansver procured the deeree fur abolishing
the masz. Yet [ oould not repress my own endeavor,
to produce some instanee, which had no commection
with a paradde. 1 began, theretore, to think of all
and sevolve them in my mind; but for three days !
Inboured without effect.  And I'speak the truth, und
that which is >0 true, that though to eseape the re-
proach and suoors of men, I would gladly conceal it
yet my concicnee compels me to disclose what Gou
has nwpatted. Wihen the 13th day of April had
come, wWhile asleep and in a dream, 1 seemed to my-
self’ to be contending with all my might, with the
Secrctay, and 0 uon-plussed, that I knew not wha
furtiter to say, and my tongue refused utterance.
And my perplexity, as is common in dreams, caused
me great agitation, when suddenly a promter ap-
prared, (whether Llack or white, 1 cannot say, for it
was o dicam,y ana sad, * You fool, why not answer
him, as in Baodus 120 ¢ This Lawmbis the Lord’s pas-
sover.” At this instant I awoke, leaped lrem my
b, and scized the Septanignt, read and considered
the pocaag wind went forth and expounded 1t betore
the whole assembily.

FACTS FROM THE MORNING STAR.

Resvsclarion  oF Sriutvaniss.—Mr, James T
Whitaey, kuttor of the New York Duathfinder, who
was & lading sparituabist, has lately come out with a
reaun idtivi vl the doctrine of spintualism. e says
that hie has been « at the head of the most extensive
establi:hment in existence for the investigation ui
the phenvtiena, publishimg one of the leading jour-
naly, detetcd cnarely to the caruse, and employing
about the premases no less than eight wediums, for
pubiic sittings, tor suvestigation and instructions,
and s stabhishment being carried on at an ex-
penge of over two hundred dollars  week.”  And
now, as the 1esult of his intimate acquaintance with
the suljedt, hie preswunces tlic whole afiair base and
demorabizing.

te: olutivng have been offered inthe legislatures of
Virgima and Seuth Caroling, authorizing the Gov-
ernurs of each State 1o eall out a regiment of volun-
teers to aid in suppressing the Free State men in
Kausas.  OF course neither of these States has a
shadow of right to interfere, in so reckless a way,
with the affurs of any other State or Territory. What
2 howl would kave been sent forth by the pro-slavery
press if the legislature of this State had proposed any
such revolutionary measure.

The whoele question of slavery is to be up before
the Supreme Court on the Booth case, this winter,
Booth was broaght before 1 United States Comunis-
sioner of Wisconsin, on the charge of rescuing n fu-
gitive slave from the United States Murshal, and dis-
charged un habeas corpus by the Stute Court. le
was afterwards indicted and tried, and convicted in
the Uuited States District Court, and then again dis-
charged, on habeus corpus, by the Supreme Court.
Thus the whole question of the legal foundation of
slavery, the coustitutionality of the fugitive slave
Taw, and the right of & State Court to interpose in
such case by habeuas corpus or otherwise, will come
up in two stparate cases, to be determined by the
Suprem:e Court of the United States.

New and extensive discoveries of gold are said to
bave been made in Tablemountain, California. The
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Sonora Hereld thinks there 1s more gold in its howe's
than kas yet been taken from Caldornin.  * Wher-
ever the miners bave suceeeded in penctiating the
mterior of the mountain they lind the precions imetal
in vast quantitics—ahnost oo vast for credence,
were it not amply corroborated by occular ool
Many claiins are turning out, it is reportud, o two
o seven pounds of gold per day, aud the miners do
not work very hard at that. We hwve buen wold by
many wlo saw, that buckets full of dirt are tuken out
that would average a pound of gold to a pint of dirt,
These statuments are not made for the purpose of
exciting the public mind, but are actual fucts w5 they
really exist.”
* The annual statement of commercee and mivigation
made by the U. S. Treasury Department, is complete,
and gresents the follewing results during the lasy
fiscal year:—The azgregate amount of the hinpons
for the year was $161,382,960; while the domdstic
exports amounted to S247,704,548.  OF the Luter,
the amount in gold and silver coin was S10.512.323,
and in gold sud silver bultion S34L111085. The
products of agriculture were, of animais, $17,178,051;
of vegetable food, $23,651,.353 ; of cotten, Hdv.b2,-
4425 tobaceo, 535,115,844 and hemp, $14,732;408.
John B. Gougl, lectuting on tempurante in Lng-
Iand, consinted to be assessed on L1000, or sLo-
000, 15 the amount of lus gains during las lectuning
tour in Great Britsin, and his coutribution to the ex-
penses of the war was the preity sum of $isd.

CELEBRATED ENGLISH OAKS.

An Eanglish publivation gives the tollowing ac-
counts ol the most cedebiraica vitks in Lagland,  The
oldest oak in England is supposed 10 be the Paria-
ment Uak, (fruvm a tradition of Edwaud L holding ¢
Parliament vuder its brauwches,) m Chipstone Puk,
belonging to the Duhe of Porthwd, the puk bung
alao the wost andient in the island—it was a pmk
before the conquest, and was siczed s such by the
conquerer. The tree is supposed 1o be 1,500 years old.
The tallest onk in England is supposed to be the
property of the same noublemav—it was called the
Dukes walhing strick, was higher than Westmmster
Abley, and stood Gl of late years,  The hugest ouk
in Eugland is called Gakhedp onk, Yothslure—it
measures seventy-vight feet in circumference where
the trunk meets the ground.  The Three Slure Oak,
at Worksop, is su cailed from its covering part of the
Countics ot York, Nottingham and Dettiy. Ithad ke
greatest expanse of any vecorded in tlns Island, cov-
ering 767 syuare yards. The most productive oak was
that of Gelonos, in Monmouthshire, selled 1 1810,
Its bark brought $1,0u0, and its tnmber $3.500, In
the mausion ot Tredegar Park, Monmouthshere, there
is suid 10 be a room 42 feet broud and 227 teet fong,
the fluois and wainscots of which were the emue
production of a siugle oak grown on the cstate.

LEVEL OF THE OCEANS.

The popular notion which has long prevailed, that
the Addantic Ocean was many feet Ingher than the
Pacific at the Isthmus of Panama, bhas been tormally
exploded. Colonel Totten has decided, after a series
of cureful tidul observations, taken at Panamns aud
Aspinal Bay, and connected by accurate levels along
the line of railroad, that the mean height of the two
oceans is exactly the smine, although vwing to the
aifference in the rise of tide of both places, there are
of vourse, times when one of the ocenns is bigher or
lower than the other; but theiv mean level, that is
to say, their beight at half tide, 18 now proved to be

exactly the same—UBelfast Journal.
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WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.

In England and America grain is gencrally rated
by the bushel, though it is not the sume mensure,
for here we use the Winchester bushel, whici con-
tains 2,150.42 cubic inches; there, since 1826, the
legal measure is called the imperial bushel, which
contains 2,218 cubic inches; so that 32 of their
bushels are about equal to 33 of ours.

The following are the commercial weights of a
bushel of differcnt articles, viz: wheat, beans, pota-
toes and clover sced, 60 pounds; corn, rye, flax seed
aud onions, 56 pounds; corn, on the cob, weighs 70
pounds ; buckwheat, 52 ; barley, 48; hemp seed 44;
timothy seed, 45 ; castor beaus, 46; oats, 35; bran,
20; blue grass seed, 14, salt, 30, according to onc
account, but Onondaga salt is 56 ; [tho real weight
of coarse salt is 85 pounds to the bushel]; dried ap-
ples, 24 ; dried peaches, 33, according to a table
Iately published in numerous papers, but according
1o our experience, both are wrong. We have seen
thousands of bushels sold at 22 pounds to the bushel
which will measure about three pecks.

liearixe MeAasunes.—Potatoes, turnips and eseu-
lent roots, apples and other fruits, meal and bran,
and in some States oats are sold by heaping meas-
ure, which contains 2,815 cubic inches. The size of
a Winchester bushel measure, is a circular ring with
straight sides 8 inches high aand 183 in diameter. A
box 12 inches square, with sides 7§} inches high,
will hold half a bushel.

CosmearaTive Graty Measunes.—Besides the dif-
ference between the Winchester and Imperinl and
heaped bushels, before stated, there are 2 dozen or
more local bushels. For insiance, at Abington, Eng-

land, 9 gallons; at Peurith, 16; at Cariisle, 24; at)

Chester, 32, ¢ cefera. In France, the sclier is as
4.427 to 1.000 compared with the Imperial Lushel;
that is 4,427 bushels. In Holland, the mudde is as
3.157. In Prussia, the schefel, 1.479. In Poland,
the korsce, 1.451. In Spain, the fancga 1.599 ; that
is, 99-thonsandths over a bushel and a halfl

BarreL Measvres.—Rice, 600 pounds; flour, 196
pounds ; powder, 25 pounds; cider and other liquids,
30 gallons; corn, 5 bushels, shelled. By this latter
measure crops are ¢stimated, and corn bought and

sold throughiout most of the Southern and Western

States. At New Urleans, a barrel of corn is a fleur
barrel full of ears. In some parts of the West, itis
common to count a hundred ears for & bushel.

Tox WeicHT axp Tox MEASURES.—A ton of hay, or
any coarse, Lulky article usually sold by that meas-
ure, i twenty gross hundred, that is, 2,240 pounds;
though in many places that ridiculous old fushion is
being done away and 2,000 pounds only counted to a
ton.

A ton of timber, if round, consists of 40 cubic feet;
if square, 54 feet. A tun of wine is 252 gallons.

A Quarter oF Cony is the fourth of a ton, or cight
Imperial bushels. This is an English measure, not
in use in this country, though very necessary to be
known so as to understand agricultural reports.  So
of several of the following weights and meuasures :—

A Lasr, of soap, ashes, herring, &c., 12 barrels;
of corn, 10 quarters; of gunpowder, 24 barrels; of
flax or feathers, 17005 of wool, 12 sacks. .

A Sack oF Woot is 22 stone; that is, 14 pounds to
to the stone, or 308 pounds.

A Bouu or Wool is the same weight.

A Pack or WooLis 47 stone 2 pounds: 240 pounds,
a pack load for o horse. )

A Top or Woor is 2 stone; that is 28 pounds, 63
tods, 1 wey, and 2 weys a sack.

A Cruvk or Woou is 7 pounds, or half stone. Re-
collect, a stone is 14 pounds, when talking of wool
feathers, &c.; but when applied to beef, fish and
other meats, it is only 8 pounds.

A Truss oF 1Ay, new, 60 pounds, old, 66; of
straw, 40 pounds. A load 36 trusses.

A Ferix or ButTer is 56 pounds; a tub, 84.

A Scorcu Pint contains 105 cubic inches, and js
equal to 4 English pints.

A Fanvor or Wueat is 21} Scottish pints.

Troy Wricur axp Avompcrois Weient.—One
hundred and forty-four pounds aveirdupois, are equal
to 175 pounds Troy; 175 ounnces Troy are equal to
192 ounces avoirdupois. All precious metals are
bought and seld by Troy weight.

Tue Kino-granye of France is 1,000 grammes and
equal to 2 pounds, 2 ounces, 4 graias, avoirdupois.

A Cnanbrox or Coar, is 585 cubic feet, gencrally
estimated 36 bushels. A bushel of anthracite coal
weighs 80 pounds, which makes the weight of a chal-
dron, 2,880.

Weicuts or A Cunic Four.—0Ofsand or loose carth,
95 pounds; compact soil, 124 ; strong or clayey soil,
127; pure clay, 135; mixture of stones and clay, 160;
masonry of stone, 205; brick, 125; cast iron, 450;
steel, 489 ; copper, 4S6; lead, 709 ; silver, 654 ; gold,
1,203 ; platina, 1,21S; glass, 180; water, 62 ; tallow,
59; cork, 15; oak timber, 73 ; mahogany, 66; air,
0.0753. In the above fractions are discarded.

A Bawe or Cotrtoy, in Egypt, is 90 pounds; in

| America a commercial bale is 400 pounds, but is pus
jup in different States, varying from 280 to 720

pounds. Seca Island Cotton is put up in sacks of 300
pounds.

A Bawe or Hay, is 300 pounds. -

A Conp or Woop, is 128 solid feet, usually put up
§ fect long, 4 feet wide, and 4 high. In France, a
cord of wood is 576 feet.

A Stack or Woop, is 108 solid feet; 12 feet long,
3 high, and 3 wide. A skid of wood is & round
bundle of small sticks, 4 fcet long, girting for 2 one-
notch, 16 inches, two-notch, 23 inches; three-notch,
23 inches; four-notch, 33 inches; five-notch, 38
inches. A billet of wood is similar to 2 skid, being
3 feet long, 7, 1C, and 14 inches round. They are
suld by the score or huadred. A scorcis 20 in num-
ber.

FacGeots are bundles of brush 3 feet Jongand 2 feet
round. A load of faggots is 50 such bundles. A
quintal of wood is 100 pounds. All fuel should be
sold by the pound.

A Percit oF SToNE 35 25 cubic feet, piled, or 22 in
the wall.

Liye axp Saxb to a perch of stone. Three pecks
of lidmc, and two-thirds of a onc-horse cart load of
sand.

WWriGnT or Live.—A bushel of limestone weighs
142 pounds; after it is burned if weighed directly
from the kiln, 75 pounds; showing that 67 pounds
of carbonic acid and water have been driven off by
fire. This bushel of lime will absorb 20 pounds of
water, gradually applicd during several days, and
will then be in o state of dry powder, weighing 93
pouads, showing that 18 pounds of water havo been
converted into a solid dry substance.
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To Measure A Tox or IHav.—One hundred cubic
feet of hay in a solid mow or stack, will weigh a ton.

To Measure CarTLe To CoxpuTe WEIGHT.—ASCer-
tain the girih back of the shoulders, and the length
along the back, from the square of thc buttock, to a
point even with the point of the shoulder blade; say
the girth iy 4 feet 4 inches, and the length, 5 feet 3
inches, which, multiplied together gives 31 fect.
Multiply this by 23, the number of pounds allowed to
the foot, between 5 and 7 feet girth, and the result is
713 pounds, for the number of pounds of beef in the
four quarters. Girths from 7 to 9 fect allow 3!
pounds to the foot. Cattle must be fat and square
built to hold out weight.

To Measure Gralx 1y Bixs, multiply the length and
width together; and that product by the height in
cubic in cubic inches, and divide by 2.150 and you
bave the number of bushels.

To Measurr Corx ix Tu Ear, find the cubicinches;
as above, and divided by 2.815, the cubic inches inaj
heaped bushel, and take two-thirds of the quotlient
for the number of bushels of shelled corn. This is
upon the rule of giving three heaping half bushels of
ears to make a bushel of grain. Some falls short
and some overruns this measure.

Boarp Measure.~—Boards are sold by face measure.
Multiply the width in inches of any number of pieces o1
equal length, by theinchesofthelength. Divide by 149,
and the quotient is the number of feet, for any thick-
aess under an inch. Every fourth inch increase of
thickness, addg a fourth to the number of feet in the
face mcasure.

Laxp Measure.—Every farmer shounld have & rod
measure, a light, stiff pole, just 163 feet long, for
measuring land. By a little practice he can learn to
step just a rod at five steps, which will answer very
well for ordinary farm work. Ascertain the number
of rods in width and length of apy lot you wish to
measure, and multiply one into the other, and divide
by 160 and you have the number of acres, as 160
square yards make a square acre.  If you wish to lay
off one acre square, measure 13 rods upon each side.
This lacks one rod of being full measure.

U. S. GovERNMENT LaND MEASURE.—A township is
6 miles square, and contains 36 sections, 23,040 acres.
A section, onc mile square, 640 acres. A quarter
section, half o mile square, 160 acres. As thisis 160
rods square, & strip onc rod wide or every rod in
width is an acre. A half quarter section, is half a}
mile long, north and south, almost universaily, and a;
fourth of o mile wide, 80 acres. A quarter-quarter
section, is onc-fourth of & mile square, 40 acres, and
is the smallest sized tract, except fractions, ever sold
by the government.  The pricc is $1.25 an acre.

+

MEesoure or A Mme—While engaged in the com-
pilation of this valuable article, we received the fol-
lowing table from & friend in Maine, who, in remark-
ing upon the indisposition of somo persons to take an
agricultural paper, *because” they say *it pertains
to the system of book farming,” says some object to
teke The Plow because * they can't afford it Weare
sorry for their poverty, but more so for their igno-
rance, and stupid determination to remain in it. This

An English geographical mile, is equal to 2,025
yards.

Ancient Scottish mile, 1 mile 224 yds. English.
Ancient Irish mile, 1 % 480 ¢
German short mile, 3  ® 1579 «
German long mile, 5 % 1526 &
lanoverian wmile, 6 990 “
Tuscan mile, 1 @ 48 a«
Russian mile, 4 % 1197 “
Danish mile, « 4 ¢ 1204 «
Dantzic mile, 4 4 1435 «
Hungarian mile, 5 & 313 «
Swiss wile, 5 353 «
Swedish mile, 6 ¢ 1140 s
Arabisa mile, 1 ¢ 380 e

Modera Roman mile 132 yards less than English.
LENGTH OF LEAGUES.

French posting league, 2 ¢ 743 «“
French league, 3

English league, 3

Spanish judicial league, 2 % 1113 u
Portugal league, 3 1480 ‘@
Flanders league, 3 % 1584 &
Spanish common league, 5 ¢ 376 &

LENGTH OF OTHER MEASURES.

Persian Parasang, 3 “ 806 @
Russian Werst, 6 © 593 “
Turkish Bein, 1 « 66 &

A German geographical mile is equal to ¢ English
miles or 8100 yards.

SCRIPTURE MEASURES.

# A Sebbath’s Day’s Journey” is 1,155 yards—
about two-thirds of a mile. A day’s journey is 33}
miles. A reed is 10 feet, 113 inches. A palm is 3
inches. A fathom is 6 fect. A Greek foot is 12}
inches. A Hebrewr joot is 1.212 English fuot. A cudit
is 2 feet. A great cubit is 11 feet. An Egyptian cubit
is 21.888 inches. A span is 10.944 inches.

As the superfices of all our States and Counties
are expressed in square miles, it should be borne in
mind that the contents of a mile is 640 acrea.

Nusner oF SquARe Yarps 1¥ ax Acre.—English,
4,840; Scotch, 6,150 ; Irish, 7,340 ; Hamburgh, 11,-
545 ; Amsterdam, 9,722; Dantzic, 6,650; France,

![bectare,} 11,960; Prussia, [morgen] 3,053.

Maxunre MEasgrE.—This is generally estimated by
the load, which is about as definite as the phrase
about as big as & piece of chalk. It ought to be
mesured by the cubic yard or cord. A cubic yard is

{27 cubic feet, cach of which contains 1,728 cubic

inches. A cubic cord is 128 cubic feet. As the most
of farmers bave an idea in their minds of the size of
a pile of wood containing a cord, they would readily
compare that with the quantity of manure if stated
in cords. Every cart or waggon box, before it leaves
the maker's shop, ought to have the cubic feet and
inches it will contain indelibly marked upon it. This
would enablie the owner who has read 2%e Plow, to
calculate tbe amount of his load of grain, roots,
carth, stone or Taanure.

WeienT oF Maxuae.—A solid foot of half rotten
stable manure, will weigh, upon an average, 56

single articlo which is less than the fifticth part of pounds. If itis cosrse or dry, it will average 48
what we give them for fifty cents, would cost any!pounds to the foot. A load of manure, or 36 cubic
onc of them fifty times the price of the The Plow, in feet, of first quality, will weigh 2,016 pounds; of se-
Isbour, to glean- this informstion from fifty dollars,cond quality, 1,728 pounds. Weight to the acre.
worth of books. Our measure of distance is by the,Eight loads of first kind, weighiog 16,128 pounds will
standard English mile, which is 5,280 fect-in- length, give 108 pounds to-each square rod, and less than 2§
or 1,760 yards, or 320 rods. rfounds to cach square foot. Five loads will give 63



256

TIE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.

pounds to the rud. An acre containing 43,560 squmcl

fect the caldulativu of puunds per fuot, of auy quan-
tity per acre ig casily made.

Tur Measune or Mixn.—May be considerably ex-
panded in every youth who will carefully study these
pages, which we have prepared with a ticasure of

Labour especially for the benefit of all who measure

the capaaty of our intellect to give useful informa-
tion by our monthly chironicle of mauers calenlated

or at least intended to elevate the minds of our read-§

ers immeasurably above those who are still groping
in the darkness of wilful iguorance, beesuse of their
wisjudged cconomy 1n not patronizing agricultural
papers and schools.—Z%e Plow.

Frow the N, IS Fancer.

RAIN FROM THE ROOFS.
Tn our climate, when rain water is most needed

for washing, for cattle, and for watering plauts, it i
not to be had. There is suflivient ¢uantity falls,
Lowever, unless in seasons of extreme drought, to
give every farmer a full supply, if he had the proper
reservoirs for holding it.  Thwese may be made much)
more readily and cheaply. than most people believe
they can be.  On any soil but a very sandy one, the,
carth may be removed. g the sides and bottom
cemented without brick or stone, and the top covered !
with chestunt plank, and any amonnt of rain water
preserved.  If slanted outward halt an inch or one
inch to each foot in height, and well cemented, a
cistern will last for many years.  Such cisterns would
be o matter of economy to many of our farmers.

We fiud a paragraph iu the papers which has sug-,

{
1

b

[is innate impudence will protect him fruu all thisg
and [ fedd, by myaclf, that our faults caunat be torn
up with too much vivlence in childhood, L. fure they
have taken too deep a root.'—Lordand Traus.

A HIGIT .COURT OF NATIONS.

If the ¢yee of the people could be opened in regard
to the,evils and delusions off war, would it not b
easy to form a confederacy of nations, aud organize.
a high court of ecquity to decide national «ontrover-
sies?  Why might not such a court be camposec of

some of the most eminent characters from ciich

nation, and a complinnce with its decisions be made
a poiut of national honor, to prevent the cftusion of
blood and to preserve the blessings of peree? Can
any considerate person say, that the probability of
obtaining right in such 2 court would be less than

ain, As well as, more benevolent, than for
the individual to attempt to obtuin rediess by hig
pistol or his sword. And are not the reasous for
avoiding an appeal to the sword for the redress of
wrongs, always great in proportion to the calamities,
whiclt such an appeal must naturally imolve? I
this be a fact, then there is infinitely greater reason

ywhy two nations should avoid an appeal to arms,

than usually exist against a bloody combat between
two contending individeals—Dr. Jorcester.

SOME CIPHERING.
I noticed, in a late number of Life Llustrated, an

by an appeal 10 arms?  When an individual appesls .
Jto a court of justice for the redress of wrongs, it is
1jnot always the case that he obtains s right. Sil),
S.such an appeal is more honorable, more safe, and
(more cert

gested these dcmarhs, stating that “ every inch of extract frum some scientific writer, asserting the nume
rain that falls on a rouf yiclds two barreds to cvary ber of persuns who bave lived since the cieation to
gpatce ten feet square; and seventy-two barrels are amount to 36,627,843 ,075,864.

yichdad by the annual 1ain in this dimateonasimilar,  This Juohs like a wild statement, and in the ab-
turfuce. A Larn thirty Ly furty feet yiclds aunaelly sence of substantiating proof we can hardly see how
cight hundred aud sisiy-four Larrels, this is enough it could obtain credence since the days of tables. It
“fur more than two bariels a day for every day in the is no dufficult task for any vne to make a colaputation
year.  Mauy of vur landlords Lave. however, nt least yof the approainate number of people who Lave lived
five times that amount of roofing oun their dwellings; since the days of Adum.

and othar baildings, yidding anoually more than,  We will take the present number of inhabitants at
fuut thousand Larreds of rain water, or abuat twelve, 800,000,009, and give this for the average numbee
baircls, or about vie hurdred and fifty ordinary pails since creation. I we place the average .uration of
full, daily. life at what it is at present in the civilized world, we.
shall have about three generations in a century, or
yabout 175 generations from Adam up to the present
jtime. According to sacred chronology, 175 multiplied-
i by the number of cach generation, gives 141,000,000,
000 for the total number of inhabitants. This, divis

g -
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GOVERXN THE CHILDREN.

The youth of the country are soon to hold its
destiny in their hands. And as they are now gov-
cerned will they hereafter govern. Nicbubr saysin geq by 56,000,000 the number of square miles of,
his Letters :— land on the earth, gives 2,500 pereons to the squard

“ Freedom is quite impossitle when the youth of a milg.  This again divided by 640 gives Lut four indie
country arc devoid of reverence and modesty.” (viduols to the acre. Then, were all the puople who

We confess we have somctimes feared for the,have ever lived to be placed on the earth at unce, in-
future of our land, when we consider the character of stead of covering it to the deprh of tweuniy-five fect
the rising population. with their bodies, there would be a quarter of.an

Youug Amcrica is so very fast, has so little rever- acre of land for cach individual, and if the dimate.
ence fur the past, and such unfailing faith in * pro- of the temperate and frigid zones were su amcliorss.
gress of the expressive order,” that bis hands seem ted as to dispense with the necessity of providing.
unsafe_receptacles of o great a trust. OQur Puritan for the rigors of winter, the whole Lhuman family
fordathers were strict disciplinaiians, and New inight obtain a comfortable subsistence va the carth
England owes much of its power and glory to this|at once.
fact. DParental control is very much relaxed.— -
In many cascs it is the children who govern. This;, The readers of the Gospel Tribune are, doubtless,
is a bad state of things, and should be changed. well aware, that the namber for each montb, is
Bouys nced control as much as bread and butter.— | published at its (dose, and not at the bLegioning, asis.
Niclubr, whom we must again quote, says.— ;the case with nearly all other similar Jour.els . The

“1 would warn evcry one, whose child shows a reasons why this number makes its appesrasce o few
bad disposition, to hold bim in while he is young,, days later than usual, are on the 2pd page- of the
for there is not much dangers of breaking his spirit.l cover. :




