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THE THIRD GREAT EPCCH.

RISTIANITY, in relation to the kingdoms of this world
has seen (as a distinguished historian, Philip Smith, has
suggested) two great epochs—the founding of Coustanti-
nople in 324, and its full in 1458. It sees now, with that
famous city still as the centre, a third epoch which may be called
the regeneration of Constantinople, and, we trust through it, of the
Rast* -
It does not lie within our province at present to pass judgment
on the manner and the means by which Turkey has passed as really
under the protectorate of Engl. d, as some of the Provinces of India.
We all lknow that the history of our power in India is stained with
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* We give here an extract from an Editorial in the CamisTi % MoxTmLY in Nov.,
1876, on the *“ Decay and Fall of the Turkish Empire. In answer to the question then
anxionsly asked by many * IWhat isin the future$” the Editorial thus referred to the
answer of Scripture :—* The answer to this question is with God alone. The states-
men of Europe scem like men nt their wits’ end. They know not what to do, nor what
isto be. The answer to the question is in Revelations, 16th chapter and 12th verse.
‘Aud the sixth angel poured out his vial on the great viver Euphrales; and the water
thereof was dried up that the way of the kings of the cast might be prepared.”” This verse,
taken in connection with the preceding verse, (** And the fifth angel poured out his vial
on the seat of the beast, and s kingdom was full of darkmess, and they gnawed their
tongnes ior pain,™) shows, 1st. That as Popery and Mabometanism rose into existence
almost contemporaneously, and under the fifth and sixth trumpets, (about the beginning
of the seventh century,) so also shall they perish contemporaneously, and ander the
fifth and sixth vials. 20d That the extinction of Mahometan power will be after the
fashion of & great river retiring into its channel after & time of inundation. It will retire
gradually. It will ratire leaving beiind it the raves and churches which lay buried
under its waves.for so many centuries, but which it did not destroy. 8rd. The destrne-
tion of Mahometanism will open the way for extension of the Gospel into India and
Persia, which must be meant by the way of the Kinge of the east being prepared.

21



338 The Canada Christian Monthly. 1

many a wrong. 'The treaties that have at length settled ihe East-
ern question are also, we fear, stained as regards England, if not
with blood, yet with duplicity; for, although the promise given'hy

- the Prime Minister of England to Turkey has been kept to the ear,
it has been broken to the heart. It is not, however, at the morale
of the matter that we propose here to look, but at the far-reaching
conseqiiences that lie in this rude germ.

As the founding of Constantinople conjoined with the open
acknowledgment of Christianity as the religion of the Roman Em-
pire, signified the overthrow of the old Pagan world; and as the fall
of it, conjoined with the invention of printing, powder and other
beneficient and maleficient powers, heraided the ise of modern
civilization; so the regengration under the eye and hand of Britain,
of the great historical city of the Bosphorous, which now, we trust,
begins, signifies, men begin to hope, the settlement of peace for
Europe, the downfall of Mahometanism, the destruction of hea,fhen-
ism, and the triumph of Christianity in the Eastern Hemisphere.

1.. There is now a fair prospect that Europe may gradually begin
the great work of disbanding its enormous armies and settling down
to a peace basis. For centuries back Turkey has been (as a carcase)
a centre of attraction to the war eagles of Europe and Asia, and has
thus fostered standing armies. It is true that local quarrels and
jealousies in western Europe, and the Jesuitism that has its home
in Rome, still exist as disturbing elements, and as a partiel excuse
for the vast standing armies that are depopulating France and goad-
ing the Gerr an people into madness and communism.* But now

* Germany, like an overburdened beast of toil, staggers and trembles under the
load of her army, and men ask,  Must we always pay this price for a united Germany?
Must we ever be under a system which makes every man s soldier—drains the country
of her sons in the precious seedtime years of their life, which oppresses the treasury,
which makes mothers tremble when they look into the eyes of their first-born sons and
think of these weary, weary, ever recurring wars?”’ It was bloou and iron with Schleswig-
Holstein, blood and iron with Austria, blood and iron with France—now it isblood and
iron with Germany. This fair Germania, beautiful among the nations, which was to be
the harbinger of peace and industry and brotherhood, whom sall men were to love and
hail her coming—this comely Germania of which poets dreamed. She has come. The
hope of Barbarossa is realized. But she comes in blood and.iron after all. Suspicion
roigns. Detectives float sround you. Soldiers stand gnard at every corner. You hear
the beating of the drums. You are told of * stronger” and * stronger ineasures."—
Correspondent in Berlin of New York Herald,
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that Turkish progress and destiny are linked to England, now that
the new Fope has abandoned the hope of seeing the temporal power
restored to the Papal see, now that France is settling into moderate
Republicanism, we are not, we trust, far from a Congress of the
European. powers whose object it will be to proclaim the true Chris-
tian Commune and change Europe from an armed camp, bristling
with swords and bayonets, to 2 hive of peaceful industry. “He
shall judge among the nations and shall rebuke many people; and
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into
praning hooks; nation shall not lifs up sword against nation, neither
shall they lesrn war any more.” That time seems in Europe very
far away; but it is undoubtedly drawing near, and we have now
entered on an epoch, tp which, among other changes, belongs this
great reformation for which the hearts of fathers aird mothers,
brothers and sisters, wives and children, in town and country, in
every language in Europz, are cryiang aloud in the ear of God.

2. Under the fostering hand of England and aided by its wealth
and skill, there are good prospects that the vast material resources of
Western Asia will be developed.* The finest countries to-day in the
world, for soil, climate, position, lie right around Cyprus, from the
mouth of the Nile to the Golden Horn. There lie the cradle of .the
human race, the seat of the ancient empires of the -vorld, the country
of our Redeemex, and the scene of the first triumpls of the Christian
faith. In these Bible lands we meet with fertile valleys, with
living streams, witl lofty mountains, with bays the finest in
the world for harbors and trade. But the plains are desolate, the
streams sweep idly to the sea, the ports are without trade, without
shipping, and many without even 2 fishing boat, and the mountdins
are the homes of robbers and raiders, Law, money, religion and
education could with the blessing of God change this great wilder-
ness into a garden once again. Let these four forces issue hand in

*As we write the report reaches us that Asia Minor is to receive Liord Dufferin a8
British Commissioner. There conld not be a better appointment for such delicate and
mnportant work, We hope it is true.
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hand from Cyprus, to march over the waiting and weary land, and
Turkey will become the finest country in the world. But we must
not forget that this issue hangs on the 1eart and hand of England
being held true to God and his adorable Son, and the Christians of
England standing true to the faith of the Reformers,

The necessity of defence and of connection with India will
secure the construction of railroads and the ultimate reclamation of
the Euphrates valley. The time is not far distant, as was hinted in
& former article, when the iron horse will from Vienna cross the
Bosphorus and neigh on its way through the wild passes of Asia
Minor, the steppes of Persia, and the plains of India till it enters its
stable, for its return journey, at Calcutta or Pekin, In the mean-
time a railroad through the valley of the Epphrates to some point
on the Persian Gulf is a military necessity of England’s position
in Cyprus. This is an undertaking the first probably that will be
accomplished, the effects of which it is difficult to over-estimate.

“In former days,” says William K. Loftus, *the vast plains of Babylonia
were nourished by a complicated system of canals and water-courses which
spread over the surface of the country like net-work. The wants of a teeming
population were supplied by a rich soil not less bountiful than on the banks of
the Egyptian Nile. ILike islands rising from & golden sea of waving corn stood
fragrant groves of palms and pleasant gardens affording to the idler or the
traveller their grateful and highly-valued shade. Crowds of passengers hurried
along the dusty roads to and from the cities. The land was rich in corn and
wine. How changed is the aspect of that region at the presentday. L.onglines
of mounds, it is true, mark the course of those main arteries which formerly
diffused life and vegetation along their banks; but their channels are now Lareft
of moisture and choked with drift sund ; the smaller offshoots are wholly effaced.
¢ A drought is upon her waters,’ says the prophet, ‘and they shall be dried up.’
Al that remains of that ancient civilizatior, ¢that glory of kingdoms,’ ‘the praise
of the whole earth,’ is recognizable in the numerous mouldering heaps of brick
and rubbish which overspread the surface of the plain. Instead of the hum of .
many vcices, silence reigns profound, except when & few passing travellers or
roving Arabs flit across the scene. Instead of luxuriant felds, the groves and
gardens, nothing now meets the eye but an arid waste—the dense population of
former times is vanished, and no man dwells there.” .

_ Thus has it beeu s+...~ally fulfilled “that the sea (river) has come
ﬁpon Babylon ard she is covered with the waves thereof;” and, also,
“That a drought are upon her waters and they are dried up;” “That
she is wholly desolate;” “The hindermost of nations, & wilderness,
& dry-land, and a desext.” A..S for the city, it will never be rebuilt;
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but, is the curse about to be removed from the land, and is the
Euphrates about to be dried up physically as well as morally? Is
the wonderful fertility of this extraordinary flat (400 miles long
and 100 wide) unbroken, save by ruins—is this fertility celebrated
in history again to return? 'To restore to health and fertility a
country the half of which islying waste from lack of water, while
the other half is 2 marsh from too much water, requires first, a rail-
road, and then, the opening of the ancient canals. With its waters
carefully and properly applied and husbanded the Euphrates would
convert the whole valley int> one great garden with two harvests of
wheat in a year, and returns as high, according to ancient historians,
as two hundred, or even three hundred-fold.

3. A matter, however, of deeper interest to the Christian is the
question of converting Asiatic Turkey to the faith of Christ. “It
is one of the marvels of Christian history,” says Dr. Jessup of Syria,
“ that after the lapse of nearly two thousand years the birth-place
of Christianity is missionary ground. The lands of the Bible ask
for the Word of God. The birth-place of religion needs a religion.
The moral and religious conflicts of the past are to be repeated by
the armies of the truth in the very seat of their ancient victories,
The encampments of the Prince of Darkness, like the black tents
of the Bedouins, cover the lands where prophbets and apostles
preached.”

It has now come round, in the course of God’s Providence, that
Western Asia, the cradle of the human race, and also of Christian-
ity, is to be once again the battle-ground of religious opinion. On
this oceasion, as in former times, the battle will no doubt be severe
and protracted, but we have good hopes that it will issue in victory,
this time, full and final, for Christ and his Church.

The chief religious systems of Western Asia, with which this
battle is to be fought to-day, are Mohammedanism, Paganism, and
corrupt Chaistianity.

1. The MAHOMETAN religion prevails largely through Arabia,
Syria, Palestine, Persia, and Northern India, to Pekin; and presents
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the widest and noblest missionary field, according to the missionary
quoted above, in the whole world. We find among the followers of
Mahomet some of the firlest races, intellectually and physically, to be
found anywhere. In a measure they are prepared for pure Christi-
anity by their theism, temperance, reverence for portions of the
Scriptures: but they despise the immorality and idolatry of the
Oriental Christian Church, and refuse to exchange a system of
monotheistic worship for what they regard as polytheistic idolatry.
" The purest and barest and most puritanic of the Christian Protest-
tant Churches is the church tha.t will succeed best among these
oriental Unitarians.

“T have been in France,” said an Arab officer once to me, “and
I have seen Christianity, and I know that the Protestant Church
is nearer to us than the Latin or Greek Churches.” That man, an
intelligent, noble looking soldier, who acted as guide to some of the
Napoleon family through the territory of Moab, and who was invited
to Paris by them, and introduced to the gorgeous ritual of
the Romish Church, was evidently more attracted by the unadorned
simplicity (similar to that in his own mosque) of Protestant places
of worship and forms of service, than by the florid worship of pop-
ery. The conversion of the Mahometans to the Christian religion
will, therefore, be a conversion, when it takes place, to the purest
and simplest forms of Christianity, and hence from the ranks of this
Shemitic race will the Puritans of the west receive such important
accessions and strength in their conflict with the ritvalism and
priestism of the Romish and Greek Churches, as will yet, it may be,
turn the scale in the favor of primitive Christianity.

2. The PacAN sects of Syria, Druze, Nusairy and Yezidee,
number about half a million. They are supposed to be the descend-
ants of the ancient people, and the disciples of the ancient religion
of Western Asia; and ccnstitute a difficult but interesting part of
the mission field.

3. The ORIENTAL CHRISTIAN CHURCHES, according to Dr. Jessup,
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who is the very best authority on the subject, may be divided into
six great classes:—

(1) The Monophysite sects, who tea.ch that the human nature in -

Christ was swallowed up and lost in the Divine nature so thab
Christ ceased at his birth to be & man. They are four in number,
the sects who adopt this view——The Armenians, Jacobites, Copts,
Abyssimiams. They have a married parish clergy and reject the
primacy of the Pope.

(2) The Nestorian or Chaldean sect, which goes to the other
extreme, and asserts that there were two persons in Christ. They
reside chiefly in Persia; They have a morried clergy, their ritual
is free of picture worship; and they have 2 great reverence for the
Seriptures.

(8) The orthodox Greek Church, which accepts the seven Gen-
eral Councils. “It is,” according to Dr. Jessup, “the Church of
Rome decapitated—a priestly system without a pontifex.” The
parish clergy are married and are very illiterate.

(4) The Maronites, who are a branch of the Church of Rome.
Its patriarch refused to attend the late Vatican Council lest the
Pope might interfere with his personal rights.

(5) The Oriental Papal Churches, which consist of converts to
Popery from the Greek, Armenian, Nestorian and other native
churches, and which the Pope allowed to attain their own calendar,
saint-days, and various ancient prerogatives.

(6) The Latins, & small community, chiefly connected with the
monasteries, who conform in all things to the church of Kome.

These six Christian Churches all hold the doctrine of transub-
stantiation, of baptismal regeneration, of priestly absolution. They
all worship the Virgin Mary, and regard relics, pictures, and images
with superstitious veneration. They all use the confessional and
prayers for the dead. They are, therefore, one in their errors, one
in their need of r¢formation, one in their being a stumbling-block
in the way of Mahometans seeking Christ. Christianity in the East
is, therefore, a skeleton clad in the armour of ancient days. Christ

R ™
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has departed and the Church named after Him is a valley of dry
bones. The first thing to be aimed at, therefore, is the conversion
of the ten million of Eastern Christians to taeir first faith, and first
zeal, and first love, and through them to reach and influence hundreds
of millions of Pagans and Mahcmetans, from Jerusalem to Pekin.
Aiming at this great work (begun forty years ago) there are now in
tle Turkish Empire about eighty American and European mission-
aries and 350 native preachers. The Bible has been translated into
Arabic, Turkish, Bulgarian, Armenian, Sytiac, Modern Greek, Per-
sian, Kurdish, etc., eleven versionsin all. Some ninety-five churches
have been organized, nearly fifty of which have native pastors. Six
theological seminaries are in operation and six colleges for ladies.
Hundreds of books have been translated and many of the “standard
English Classics are household treasures in Eastern homes.”

It cannot be (whatever. other reforms and improvements may
or may nob come) but a new impulse will Lbe given to Vrotestantd
missions in Turkey, were it only from the increased sense of security
which the protectorate of England will henceforth give to the mis-
sionaries and their converts. A new era has risen for Protestantism
in the East. The Euphrates is now dried or is fast drying up, to
be followed by the advent of the Kings of the East—the conversion
of India. “The boisterous - threats and haughty looks of the
Mahometans are no longer heard and seen,” say two American
missionaries writing from the coast of Syria. “The consciousness
that the arm of, their civil power is broken has moderated the dis-
play of their fanaticism.” And in the same hopeful strain do we find
the Foreign Mission Committee of the Reformed Presbyterian
Church (which has & Mission in Turkey).conclude their report to-the
recent meeting of their Synod. ' .

“ The Ottoman Empire is in a transition state. The encamp-
ment of the Turklsh hordes on Europea.n soil hay bLeen broken up
by ‘the victorious arms of Russia. Reconstruction and readjustment
are sure. to. follow; and while it is not in, the mind nor heart of the
great powers, which have the work in hand to benefit the gospel by
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the new arrangement, there is a Divine Providence shaping -events
to an issue which promises such .deliverance and enlargement to
Christian missions in the East as have not hitherto been, known in
countries where the Koran is supreme.”

g,awmg &?mﬂmm.

ASSURANCE CF SALV.ATION WIIAT Ir IS AJ\’D HOW

CHRISTIANS ATTAIN THERETO.

[A sermon preached in the Presbyterian Church, Rocky Saugeen, Grey County, Ont.,
on the 6th of June, 1878, being the Satnrday precedmg the dxspensatlou of the Sacra-
ment of the Lord’s Supper.}

*“These things have I written unto you that believe.on ;he name of the Son of God,

that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may beheve on the Son of God
—l. Jorm v. 13.

BHIS text brings before us & véry importatt pmctlca;l‘rehgwus
i question, a question which it becomes us.to consider well before
taking our places at the table-of the L.ord on the morrow. It

WO is the question of Assurance oF Sauvation. How important
this matter is you can Judge from the place the Aqosnle John gives it in
this letter. One of his principle objects in writing thls lettor was to settle
the Christians of his day in this thing. ¢ Thése things T have written,”
he says, ““unto you that beliéve or the naieof the Son of God, that ye
may know that ye Have eternallife.” 'In othei words; John avows that one
object of his writing was that Christians who . already had faith might be
engbled to go & step. farther and obtain. assurance of faith.

Nt

I. DIFFERENCE BETWEEN FAIfH AND ASSURANCE:
In speaking to you to- day on this gubject allow me first of gl to call
your attention to the difference that exists ‘betwesn faith 1and assurance.
To Yo safe and to know that.you avé:safe are .surely two.things that are
separable in thought and reality. A child: may, he.safe; in, the .arms of its
mother and yet it may he in great fright,, Aprigoner may be 8 pardoned
man, gnd yet.for days after his pardon has been signed be may be ignor-
ant of it. Jacob and his ftumly wexe perfectly .safe under the cere of God
when'they met Esau with his 400 rough warnors, tnd yét Jacob did not
feel assured of his safety till after Lis night 'bf ‘strétnous wrestling with |
the angel, Peter was safe, though hé-did not know it, when-Christ said,
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“O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?” The little band of
timid disciples was safe though they had no assarance of it, when Christ
said, ““Fear not little flock: it is the Father's good will to give you the
Kingdom.” To be safe therefore, and to know it are two different things;
distinet in thought, distinet in every day life, distinct in the experience of
"God's saints.* Faith and assurance stand, therefore related as cause and
consequence. Faith is the root: assurance is the fruit. Faith is the
foundation, assurance is the superstructurs, Many have faith who have
no assurance: and somse, alas! have assurance who have no faith, accord-
ing to the observation of the wise man in his day :—*There is & gener-
ation who are pure in their own eyes, and yet is not washed from their
filthiness:” Proverbs xxx. 12.

O. DEGREES OF HOPE SHORT OF FULL ASSURANCE.

It would indeed seem from what we gather from the experience of
the saints in the Bible, that there are thres stages of Lope in wlnch good
Christians may be short of full assurance.

1. They may be in total darkness. Such cases are rare, we -béliéve,
and such a position is a sad one to occupy. It comes sometimes from
bodily and mental weakness; at other times from sassaults of Satan and
unbelief: and at other times from the sovereign ways of God. That
believers, however, may be in such g position is clear from the encourag-
ing words of Isaiah addressed to such acase. ‘‘Who is among you that
Jeareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of kis servant, that wallketh in darkness
and hath no light? Let him trust in the nams of the Lord.'}

2. Christians may be found who have only a little star of hope ahmmg
in a sky.otherwise full of clonds. This position is much better than fotal
darkness, but it is far short of full day. Many cases of this kind do we
find in Seripture. It was the position of our first parents after their
sad fall ; the position of Israel in Egypt; the position of him who wrote,
« My spirit is overwhelmed within me, my heart is desolate, hear me
speedily, my spirit fuileth; hide not thy face from me, lest I be like them
that go down unto the pit; " the position of the man who cried in the
ears of h_xs Saviour, “TLiord I 'beheve, help mine unbelief.”

¢ 91 would have it taken notice of that though GRACE and A8SURANCE be two lovers,
there is no such bond ‘of union between them that the one cannot exist without the
other.—Rev, ANDREW Gnay, Glesgow.
+Many Cases are on record, such as the case of the poet Cowper, who had undoubt-
edly faith bat who were at times without assmance.
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8. Christians may be found, who are beyond. the night, who have the
dawning of the day in their souls, but who still are short.of perfect day.
You all know how long Abraham and Sarah walked in the border terri-
tory between hope and full assurance. They believed in the promise that
a son was to be born to them; bnt that they did not .believe it with full
agsurance is clear from several things recorded.of them. If they believ-
ed all that was told them of this son of promise, and if they believed it
with full and unclouded faith, why did God confirm the simple promise
with & solemn owth? If you receive with full unclouded faith the word
of man, what nead he make splemn oath to confirm your faith in him ?
If Abroham hed a faith entirely unmized with any fears.end doubts, why
did God confirm the promise to him with an oath? This is the reason
given by Paul: *God, willing more abundantly to show unto the heirs of
promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath.”
«More abundantly”—in that expression we-see-that Abraham had not yeb
reached the full height of assurance even at that point in his history when
on the top of Moriah he showed that the night had passed, and that the
morning had come, but that God’s oath added to his promise—two im-
mutable things—were necessary to give his servant “the strong conso-
lation,” which is the mid-day brightness of full assurance.”

oi. THE DUTY OF BELIEVERS TO SEEK FULL ASSURANCE.

‘While, in the interests of truth, and to savefrom sadness hearts that
God has not made sad, I am anxious to show that there may be good
people who have not yet reached full assurance, still we should not lose
sight of the important fact that it is the duty of believers to seek full as-
surance. Full assurance is full growth in Christ. We are not content
always to remain children, but aimt after things and strength that belong
to men, so ought Christians to leave bebind s state of childish fears and
torise to the full height of their exelted position. It is not a mark
¢f bumility, but of pride, a mark of imperfection and weakness for the
believer to be always doubting his own safety and sonship. The walk of
Enoch with God was in fall assurance. It was in full assurancs of faith
Jacob gave commandment concerning his burial, and Joseph concerning
his bones. When the people talked of stoning David it was as fully as-
sured “that he comforted himself in God.” In the confidence of fall
assurance Paul exclaims, “Who can-separate us from the loveof God2> In
the same blessed confidence, John again says, “Ws know that we have
passed from death unto lifs.” It is very plain, therefore, that gssurance
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can be obtaired, and that the common hesalthy condition of the Church
of God is & condition-of full dssurance.

¢ The Westminster Confession of Faith” aoknowledges this fruth in
its wise and safe article ¢ Of Assurance of ‘Grace and Salvation.” I
quote a few féntences from the 18th chapter, which from beginning to
end is worthy of your daréful study. *‘Buch astruly believe in the Lord
Jesus and love him in sincerity, endeavouring to walk in all good consci-
ence before him, may in this lite be certainly assured that they are in a
state of grace and may rejoice in the hope of the glory of God, which
hope shall never make them ashamed. This certainly is not a bare-con-
jectural and probable persuasion grounded upon. a fallible hope, but an
infallible assurance of faith,” ete. To the same effect, the Larger Catech-
ism, **Can true-believers be infallibly assured that they are in a state of grace?
Answer:—Such as truly believe in Christ and éndeavor to walk in all
gouod conscience before Lim gnay be infallibly assared that they are in a
state of grace.”

It is much to be regretted that among our people there is not ear-
nest seeking after this full rest in God. Full assurance has beep. ob-
tained, can be obtained, and ought to be diligently sought after in God's
way for three reasons :—because

1. The more fully we are assured of our own safety resting upon
God's promises the more we honor them, Thereis a universal and uncon-
ditional promise of God that those who come to him in Christ will in no
wise be cast out. Is it not to the honor and glory of God, whose pro-
wises never fail, that the believer should rest in the truth of that promise
and go on hisway rejoicing? The more fully you rest on a promise made
by a friend the more you honor your friend. Let us honor God by
resting in implicit confidence en his fruth. )

2. The more fully we are assured of our own security, tho greater
our happiness. It is new life to the passengers who have given the ship
up for lost, to be assured that the danger is past and that the harbor is
in view. 'We who are walking in doubts of our salvation have no idea of
the gladness it would, spread all around if only on good solid Scriptural
grounds we could arrive at agsurance of. salvahon and rejoice in the hope
of the glory of Ged.

8. The more fully we.are assured of salvation the more good we can
do to the. world. It is only as the church of God attains to its perfect
stature in Christ that its full influence for good will be silently felt by an
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unbelieving world. No amount of talking will to.any large degree influ-
ence the unconverted while the lives of God’s people-are pitched on & low
key. Itis not the praise of the music before it begins. and after it is over
that entrances the soul, but the musie itself.

For ‘these and other reasons we ought to .give diligent heed to the
groat business-of *“‘making our calling-and election sure.”

IV. HOW CAN CHRISTIANS ATTATY TO FULL ASSURANCE.

There.is such 2 thing in religion as false faith, and false experiencs,
and false hope, and false assurance. Many mournful instances of this
kind are recorded in the Bible. After the passage of the Red Sea we
read of the children of Israel,  that the people feared the Lord and be-
lieved the Lord and his gervant Moses.” Bui of that same people Panl
says in his letter to the Hebrews,  To whom sware he that they should
not enter into his rest, but to them tha.t beheved not?” They believed
with the head buf not with the heart: they ha.a assurance as they sang
the great song of Moses and Miriam, but it was false assurance. Agamst
this false faith, false peace, and false assur&nce, many of the parables of
Christ are directed. It was false assurance that ruined the foolish vir-
gins, and the house built on the sand, and the man without the wedding
garment. Paul urges constantly that Christisns should examine them-
selves as to the grounds of their assurance. James says, “ Wilt thon
know, O vain man, that faith-without works is dead.” In theface of these
sad facts and solemn warnings, it is of great importance to find: some test
of true faith and some marks of that assurance that meketh notashamed.

There are three witnesses whose testimony ought to decide all doubt-
ful cases. In order to ascertain whethér we are rea.lly God’s people or
not, let us hear,

1st. The testimony of our hearts <« Beloved, if our hearts condeinn
us not, then have we confidende toward God,” What do.our hearts say?
Have we been convinced of our sin and miséry;-are out'minds enlightened
in the knowledge of Christ, are our -wills rentwed, have we been per-
suaded and enabled to embrace Christ, are we now resting upon him for
salvation? What is the testitony of ouf:owm héarts on these:points ?
Can we say * One thing we lmow that whereas we were: once blind we
now see?” GCan we say honestly that we have the faith: of dependance,
for “Giod never gives-a faith of assurance,” says Stoddart in his Guideto
Christ, *before he gives a faith of dependence.”-- But you gsk how can I
know that I have the faith of dependence. * The rule is very sweet,”

[ 4
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says Mr. Shepard in his Sound Believer, “but certain; when the beliover
takes all the Scripture and embraces it as spoken to him, he may then
take any particular promise boldly. This no hypocrite can do. This the
saints shall do.”

You may not be able to explain the mystery of the change that has
passed over you, nor tellit to others, but for ail that you have the witness
in yourselves, and the voice of this witness is of considerable importance
in the verdiet for which you look. But it would be dangerous to imperil
the great concerns of the soul on this single witness. He that trusteth
in this testimony alone is not wise. For-the heartis deceitful; and many
are, no doubt lulled asleep by its soothing ﬁa.ttenes. Any other witness
that can be called into court? Yes:—

2. Lot us hear the testimony of the Spirit. “The Spirit beareth wit-
ness with our spirit that we are the children of God.” ILet us notima-
gme thet this witnessing means some strange, startling or miraculous
voice speaking in the ear of the soul. This witnessing is not a new rev-
elation, but & business of the ordinary means of grace, and of every-day
experience on tre part of the Christian. There"is, let us suppose, & will
made by a rich man consigning & valuable estaté to certain heirs who are
described in the will, When the marks given of the heirs in the will are
found clearly and distinctly in certain individuals, that fact proves their
title to the property. So the Holy Ghost witnessing and speaking in his
word gives in various places the marks of God’s children, the disposition,
habits and ways of God's people. And let us mark that the promises are
not given to men by name but to men by their dispositions. Then, the
Holy Ghost witnessing and working in the believer’s ieart creates there the
graces and dispositions he desoribes in the word, and when the two agree
then, it is proved, to the comfort and assurance of the believer that he is
really, fxuly, a child of God; then is it proved to his own soul that he is
an heir tothe estate (peace and assurance, not justification) beoanse he has
the marks laid down in his elder brother's will. Bat it is quite pos *
for the spirit of error to speak with the voice of the 'spirit of truth,
Satan can transform himself into an angel of light, can wrest Scripture,
and can imitate even the graces of the spirit so that to be safe a third
witness is necessary.

. 8. Let us listen to the testimony of the trials. No one has read his-
tory, his own heart and Seripture aright, who does not know that steadi-
ness and steadfastness under trials, endurance to the end, is the best and
ultimate test of all sincerity. How did it appear that the faith and assur-
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ance of the Israelites thet came out of Egypt was arotten business ? It did
not endure. When subjected to trials their feith faded, fainted and failed.
It lacked the element of continuance, of vitality. How did God prove
the sincerity of Abraham’s faith and of Job’s patience? By trials,
‘What showed the difference between the-good ground and the bad in the
parable of the sower? The ground that oarried the seed to victory over
the birds, the drought and the weeds, was the good ground. Short of
this, no matter how good, it was bad ground. Seven times we are told in
Christ’s last message to the churches that it is Ze that overcometh that
shall be rewarded. Yes, it is not he that puts on his armour who is
allowed to boast in the Bible, but he who honorably puts it off. In the
affairs of every day we proceed on the maxim that there is “no prodf like a
trial.”” He is a fool who boasts of his new axe till ha hss tried its tem-
per on some knotty limb. ““We glory in tribulation,” says Panl. Why?
« Tribulation worketh patience.” Well, what of that? * Patience
worketh experience.” Trial. Thereitis. Thei experience that cometh
from tribulation is to the believer what the hemlotk knét on a frosty
morning is to the new axe, What the battles are to'a new recruit out of his
chimney corner, what the ocesn with its storms are to the new ship.
You don’t know your axe fill it has been tried, nor your coat, nor your
friend. You don't know yourself, your own heart, till you have been
tried. It is by patient continnance in well doing men are to seek for
eternal life : Rom. ii.7. “Ifye continue in the faith,” **If they continue in
faith and charity and holiness and sobriety,” (Col. i. 28, 1 Tim. ii. 15,)
these and such like expressions are continually ringing in the ears of those
who read their Bibles.

We find, to draw toward a conclusion, that when the great apostle
of the Gentiles lay in his prison cell in Rome waiting for execution, he
wasd visited in that cell by the first witness named above—the testimony
of his own heart, *I serve God with a pure conscience. > He had also
the testimony of the spirit :——<¢ God hath not given us the spirit of fear,
but of power and of love and of & sound mind.” But the witness that closed
up and clinched the great argument of his full assurance was the third
witness. ¢TI have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have
kept the faith.” He had been weighed and numbered ; he had gone
through fire and water; and there he was safe and sound through the
varied ordeal; and right logically, right Seripturally, right joyfully, right
solidly, he concludes the grand demonstration,
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_HENQEFORTH THERE IS, LAID UP ¥QR ME A OROWN.

God grant us such a friumphal:demonstration asthat when wé-come
to die. Itmay be well, in coriclusion, to sddress a fow pointed, parting
words to certain distinet classes.to be found in.ever y ‘mixed ga.thermg of
professing christians. ... .. .. . :

1. Are there any here who have assurance and yet who vhava o true
right to this assurancs? Many suoh we meet in Bible history. Cain
seemed to have s lot-of assurance in his-wray of it; so had Korsh and his
companions; so.had Simon Magug, Diemas and the foolish Gslatinns of
whom Paul stood in doubt ; 8o had thedoolish virgins. Bunyan describes
such a man in his Pilgrim’s Progress. He was a ¢ brisk lad” from the
country called ¢ Concsit,” and his name wag ¢ Ignorance.”” When he
camse to the dark river, even there he had no fears, for it happened that
one “Vain-Hope,” & ferryman with his boat helped him over. He
knocked boldly at the gate of heaven, and when asked whence he came,
answered confidently, “I have eat and drunk in the presence of the
King and he has taight in our streets ;" but when asked for his.certificate
he ¢ fursbled in his bosom for one and found none.” Two shiningones
bound him hand and foot and carried him to the prison of Despair.
t« Then,” says John Bunyan, as the last words of his searching and sug-
gestive dream, * then I saw that there was a way to Hell even from the
gates-of Heaven as well as from the city of Destruetion.” If that be so
do not ery “peace” too soon; nor be too easily satisfied of the security
of your faith. Remember that there is not a single true grace but there
is & counterfeit of it : remember that in religion, as an experienced divine
has said, “ the common natural affections when touched by some execite-
ment are often stronger than the saving:” remember that a continued
mistake here is forever fatal, for there is ro recrossing the river to undo
our blunders. Let your prayer therefore be ¢ Search me O Liord and
know my heart; try me and know my thoughts; and see if there be any
wicked way in me and lead me in the way everlasting.”

2. Axe there any here who kave no assurance and yet who ought to have
it? Now, let us understand that assarance is not the chief end of our
life, but ““to glorify God and to enjoy him.” Assurance, however, is
gopd, pleasant, proﬁtable, and you who onght to have it. ghould not con-
tent yourselves without it.  T.ook much to Christ. “For every look you
give yourself give ten looks to Jesus Christ,” is one of the advices of the
saintly McCheyne to & doubting Christian. Then again, be very careful
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in the daily honest practice of Christ's commandments. Obedience to Christ
is the surest road to assurance. The more men’s'grace and obedience is
maultiplied the more their peacs is' multiplied. - *Grace and peace be
multiplied to you through thé knowledge of God and Jesus our Lord,”
2nd Peter i. 2. “Look on John, Christ’s beloved disciplé and bosom
companion,” says that searching writer, Shephard. ¢¢He had raceived
the anointing to know him that is true, 8nd krew that he knew him.
But how did-he know that ? what was his last proof ? ¢ Because we keep
his commandments.”” Go:on then working the work given you by God ;
go on in the path of active service and your assurance-will go on growing
with your growth and stfengthening -with your strength. < Then
shall we know if we follow on to know the Liord.. “The path of the justis
like the chining light that shineth more and more unto the perfest day.”

2. dre there any Tere who kave a full assurance and. who have a right to

have it? Keep it as the apple of your sye. *‘Remember care and dili--

gence,” says Flavel, ¢ follow the sealing of the spirit (assurance). Now
ig the soul af the feet of Christ as Mary was at the sepulchre—with fear
and great joy. He that travels the road with a rich trosseau shout him
ig afraid of & thief in every bush.” Beware of slumbering, beware of
slipping, beware of sinning, lest it happen to you.as in the arbour to the
Pilgrim. ‘“He fell into a slumber, thence into a fast sleep, which detained
him in that place till it was almost night, and in his sleep kis 7ol (assur-
ance) fell out of his hand.” Watch and pray lest you enter info tempta-
tion.” “Work out your salvation with fear and trembling.” ¢ Finally,
brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things
are lovely, wkatsoever things are of good report, if there be any virtue, if
there be any praise, think of these things.”

@
Loetry,
LORD, I BELIEVE.
**Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.”—Mark ix. 34.
Yes, I do feel, my God, that I am thine;
Thou ert my joy—myself, mine only grief; .
Hear my complaint, low bending at thy shrine,—
“Lord, I believe; help-thou mine unbelief.”
Unworthy even to approach somear,
My soul lies trembling like a.cummer's.leaf;
Yet, O, forgive! I donbt not, though I fear,—
“Loxd, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.”

22
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True, I am weak, ah! very weak, but then
I know the source whence I cax draw relief;
And, though-repulsed, I eSill bax plead aghin,—
“Lord, I believe; help thou mine nnbelief,”

0, draw.me nenrer; for, 8o far awgy, " ' -
The beamings of thy'brighthéds are tac biief}

‘While faith, though fdinting, still has sttenéth tg pray,
“Lord, I believe; -help thowmine unbdlief."—Yonssll.

i i

P

WHY. ARE.YE IDLE?

. OFTEN we heir, amid the throng svound ns;, . .

Such words as thgsé. in gpggn}g@sg andlav—

“Others ate 'ilsefql_,‘ and are working ravei A
Yet I do nothing:* why ghoyld it bé s0?”

Ah, why indeed! It may be thou art seeking
For something greatfo do'béyond thy sphere:

To preach, perhéips, in soiné remotei region,’
And yet thou caregt'nat for sifiners hear!

e« P b bt e i (= | AP €
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> Are-they too near? Then!very much Ifear me
The love of Christ isot thy motive spring; '

Glory is bright, and earthly praise entrancing,
Obh! try thyself, my-friend; sbdut.this-thing. -

Another says, “It I could speak to thousands,
And chain & multitude by thrilling tones,
How carnest would I be. how self-denying? "
But what ahout Christ’s very little ones?

Lach has a soul, the worth of which is priceless:
Hast thou begun by preaching Christ to these?
Avre they too low ? Must other lips address them,

Whilst thow-art dreaming on-thy-conch of ease?

T,

Then rest assured with theé-there's something wanting—
Thy love is dead, thy service therefoxe cold.

Ob, pray that Jesus' beams may shine within thee,
Restoring life as in the days of old.

Still ong may say, “Not:even to the children
‘Could I make known the tidings that I wonld;
Others are able to confess Christ boldly,
} But I am gjlent, and.can do no good.”

¢ No good!” Oh yes, indeed thou canst ba useful,
By doing little things for Jesus’ sake,

‘We all have gifts, but differently divided;.
And same are colled to give, and some to take.

oo Lot~ LA RS £ =g Yt

‘We learn in many ways the self-same lesson;
. Christ may not mean that thou shouldst teach in words;
Yet lot thy life confess, and men will read it )

And know fall surely that thou axt the Lord’s.—Oharlotte Murray.
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Jnsué iy Bouk ek 1ove 't e ™
No thought .QRN-%a50h} pmtongu&deolam, o
Oh, Jspit. my thankfuliearfbo theey.. . ..
_'And reigu withont aival: t;hhrm o :4‘ .

Ihing wholly,. thaaf,qpq!L}xmq Wiad B oot
Lord, with thy love my heart inflame.

Oh, grant that nothing fhimy'soul?
M&y dwell, but thy pur love alome: . ..,
“ﬁ“‘y %hy 1¢veipioskesd me Whold, ' L
o3, iy ‘trédanrs, a‘aa'm growny "
All oo'ldﬂedss frdné iﬂy‘he tetiibvd—"
May every act, Woid, ‘th()ugm‘, ‘tﬂe"fove '
0 Tiove, how (;heermg 38 thy r&yl
o Al pamgshorethypxese;mpﬂm,, L e
are, angnjsh, gorrow; meli.away., .. . . -
‘Where'er thy henlglg beams arise:
O.Jesus, nothing may Iigeds o 0o
Nothing: desiro,.or gdek, but \hee‘ VL ‘
S, bt JETI AEEREY .
In t'zﬂ'enng, ba thy Tove mypesoe, "
In weakness, be thy love my power;
And when the stotm# of 1ife' shall cease,
Jesus, in that’ miporl;aui‘hnnr, .
In death, inlife, e thou niy guide, :
And saveme, ‘whofdorme hadt' dléd'-—thl 'Gerha/rdt
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THE GENESIS NATU.RE AND ' RESULTS OF SIN.

3S all the highways of the ancient world centred in Rome, so all
speculations in morals dnd- {;heolocry lead to.the guestia vezata,
the Genesis of Sin. And again.as 4 manls idea.of the world de-

~ pends on the medinm through-which hewviews it, go. the character
of s man’s theology and ethics &epenas lq,rcelyn on }ns view of the Nature
and Results of Sin.

‘We present our readers mth&b&fe outlme of Pxofessor Burwash’s:
recent lecture on: tlns lofty theme, at the close of thorm College,
Cobourg.

The questions to which he- mv:ted dxscuss.on were three in number :
(1) How came sin? (2) What is sin? (8) Whab shall be its results ?
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The subject can be studied by two’ distinet methédm (1) That of Biblical
exegesis, and (2) That-of Phﬂoéo]@hmal dpéetilatiod. 'The ‘Aist fotnds 8
dogma, a religious belief; the stcond b.ttemptﬁ 8'seidnitific theory, & i‘ea‘.son
for the belief. In so far as-they cover cdmmoﬂ gtound they Will Harilon-
ize. If they appear  coniffict heWould aecaj;t tte ghmuilts of Hig ekegesxs
in preference to those of speculation ‘Réason follows faith whére she
leads to the truth. Theé inity of faith and reason is 'the highdst geatifi-
oation of the spirit of man. The field of trath etibidced by rehg:ous
feith may be divided into two p&rts : into oné bf thése reawoh' éasﬂy
follows faith, and is called the' field of natural oF ra,iwnal thdology; from
the other reason is not exol Aaed? ‘but the work of réaigon 1§ Father zha.t of
apprehension than demonstn:ahon Dlscussmg the quéstion by the scien-
tific method there are two (‘hstmct pomts of vidW. " Oii'the one hand the
nature and moral attributes of ‘God and His relations to the umverse It
our view of the latter is in any Way mMateri ahstlc, then sin is but'a
fated resalt of mechamsm if panthelstlc, then sin is but 8 phase of
evolution ; if theistic, then sin'is either a purpose of God or an act
of the creature From a sncond pomt of vmw we may take as our
basis the moral constitution of man. A third point of view might seer
possible, viz., the standpoint of the prmc1ples of absolute right énd moral
law as bihding both upon God and man. He preferred to disciiss the
question from the second view, because: :—(1) This bagis is most fully
within the scope of our redson ; (2) this basis is to our reason the most
fandamental ; and (8) this is the proper basis of & ra.hona,] as distingnished
from a revealed theology, Man must be considered as a motal or re-
sponsxble crea,ture The elements t’)f respc_msﬁnhty are consmence, mten
above order woula be found ; but if 'we Iook at the puttmg forth of mora,l
activity the order is reversed Froodom is that which makes an'act
ossentially my own. It nnp'hes personal 1sola,t10n, excludes materialism
and pantheism, bat, does not necessa,rlly require gélf- emstence, thouah its
most perfect ma,mfesta,hon is in the self-existent One. ' It impliey 1ﬁ the
second place, power and supenonty to all external mﬁuence Freédom
also 1mplies the mtelhgent apprehensmn of its 8§cts Inteition ig niot
motwe, but arises om mthm and exp;essés the partxcular coﬁdcxous ex-
ercise-of our freedom i m vzew of an& under the ‘infldence of motxves. The
intention is free, it is our own.” By consclem;e he understood (} a moral
judgmeént, (2) o senge of obligation, and (8) 8 bense of satisfaction or re-
morse. Suppose the existence of a being morally pure, possessed of
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consgience, but.still in probation, how can sin take place, come to be, and
what is the nature-of such an act? . The heing is.an independent self, so
that his act is his own, is free. Hag is. .unkqd to the outer world by a
circle of senses, ete. These enter mto hxs oonscienge self-bound, but they
are in reality only the apirit's habitation.  Every oonscious act of the
spirit must be one of the £ollowmg ©Q.ge8 —(1) A purely sponianeous
activity from within ;. (2) & purely, passive suffering .of influence from
without; (8) a combination on equal terms of both ;. (4) an opposition of
the internal and external, gs, () spontaneous activity in opposition to ex-
ternal influence, and (&) external influence prevailing over inward motive.

I’robably of those five m.otwes the ﬁrat oogurs ; the second when it does
ocour, does not conetxtute 8 mora.l act; t.he thml could not result in sin
the fourth probably would result in gin.  After. showing how the fourth
proposmon could lead to sin, he affired tha,t the possible origin of sin
ariges first when external motive and the directive power of conscience
are opposed to each other ; and when the- mﬂuence of external motive is
go strong that reflex effort is required to enable the.conscience to assert
the superiority of the spirit to all influgnge, from without. The failure to
put forth that effort results in the prevalence of external inﬁuence, and
that prevalence is sin. And what is this sin ? F;rst of all, sin in its com-
mission is a reversal of the moral law thhm a3 a completed act it is the
taking up by me of & wrong relation towards. God, or my fellow-beings, or
both., Sinis not a mera negative or a nonentity. Itis a reality, All
realities may be distributed under three categories, sabstitutes, attributes,
and relations. Sin is a reality in the last cutegory. It does not originate
in the flesh or the environment by which the spirit is umted to the- exter-
nal world; but it is our act, originating from the inmost self, our perver-
gion of God’s good. The immediate results of sin are: (1) a subjective
pain, the reproach or remorse of conscience; (2) the objective disorder of
our relations to the universe, which we designate as evil; and (3) the
subjective disorder within, which we call avil character. Guilt, remorse,

and fear, the results of sin, are the expressions of the soul's convictions
as to the real nature of sin. Guilt is the centre—remorss i the soul’s
wail over the past—fear is its terrible propheey of the future. The very
constitution of our natures, which was given us for the attainment, de-
velopment and perfection of holiness, hecomes by its perversion the
means of the origination, perpetnatlon, ‘and permanenco of sin with all
its terrible evil, 'The hereditary transmission of sin in the race undoubt-
edly includes: (1) the supremacy of the outer over the inner man, of the
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lower desjres and ppssions oyex.conscience ; (2) the extinction of confi-
dence and Jove towards,the good, sud their replar ment by the spirit of
fear and of aversion from good; and (8) the subjective sende of guilt. . Is
theve eternal sin? The question,divides itself into two parts; one look-
ing at the sinful act and the other at the sinful state. The act once
done c¢annot be undone; justige towardy . all sinful acts is -final .and
eternal ; and by the atonement Gad's immutable position is maintained.
The sinful stats may be-reotified.. . We: havae full deliveranca from sin bz
(1) eternal justice toward the sinful.ach ; (2) severance pf.the sinner from

- his sinful act; and (8) chaunge .of the: sinful state. This is the second

conceivable end of sin—salvation from it. He concluded by saying,
“To this definite conclusion we seem clea,rly led ; :—(1) That the end of
all gin is to be placed under final justice; (2) that the Gospel must
finally determine all probation ; ‘and (8) that when this is preachéd o
every oreature the end must- come, When ‘God’s unerking judgment and
justice shall fix for ever the nght ‘moral relatlons of the universe.

@Izmtxw Wite, |

REYV. THOMAS BOSTON OR THE’ CHRISTIAN PASTO.R*

BY REV. Ji Wm;ox, .45, XBEENYTE.
e e B m} e
SECOND PAPER. ”

Y.\ HE, upland parish of ¥ittrick in which Thomas Boston was set-
i} . tled as minister in,the yeaxr 1707 embraces the higher paxt of

' the, yalley aloag.the epurse of the Ettrick river and the
tMs mountainous tracts-that border on St. Mary’s lake, It wag of

old the haunt of notable {rgebooters, almost every spot having ‘curious
legends atfached to it. On many a height the visitor still sees theix dis-
mantled fortalices—like.forsaken hornets’ nests—grim remembrances. of
old feuda! days when these border regions were planted by strong families,
as rough butiresses of the land from.gouthern invasion, The fierce man-
ners of feudal times lingergd longer here than elsewhere, and therq ias
not wanting in the legends and ballads-of the district much to protract
and, foster this spirit. ~Thus, in the neighbourhood of Boston's dwelling,
ab the ruined fower of Tughielaw, still stands a famous ash, on whose

# « Tho Ponfold State,” and the “Man'ow of Modern 3 vanuty, can be ordered from
the Rev. Andrew-Kennédy, Liondon, Ont:
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lower branches.are seen-the notches-and hollows Wworn by the ropes with
which thq owner of the. keep»htmged hig- vmtlms, an&\on whmh he hzmself
was.-hanged by James V. .

- A ‘brother marauder Wasthanged ﬂtinng the -Bame roya,l expedition,
and the Btone. which miarks his tomb is-etill near the site of the old tower
of Henderland, inseribed.in black letter, **Here¢ lyes Perys of Cokburne
and his wife Marjory,” thé said wife Marjory being the hercine of &
popula.r ballad, *The lament.of the Border Widow;” in which -she: eays—

w0 «And think na ye-my héarb-wag sair
. ‘When I laid: the. moul’ on his yellow- hair ?
. And think pa ye.my heart was wae
A “When I turned about awny to ga.e ou
But it would be 8 taek ag endless a8 out of placa to give 9.11 the lagands of
the dlatnct rega.rdmg thepenlous days of the

“Homes. that dwelt en Leaderside
' And Scotts that dwelf on Yarrow. "

In John Weloh’s tlme, who as- nminister of -Selkirk evangehzed this region
and had the charge, it is said; of the. fqm‘ Ba.nshes of ** St. Marie Kirk,
New Xirk of Ettrick, Rankelburnv an@_Asherk " the fierce border spirit
was by no means extinet, as he leg.rnétl by experjence, having ab length
to quit the nelgh{)o‘urhood through the animosity and barbarity of Scott
of Headschaw. Even in Boston’s time,, fhough a, profession of religion
to a large extent obtained among the-people, the state of civilization was
not high,

Durmg the preceding: generu.tnon, Whon the persscuted nonconformists
to prelacy took refuge among the moéuntains and caves of Eitrick as 2
last rotreat, conventicles: were frequontly héld by Peden, Renwick and
others, as &t Riskinhope, Dobb’s Linn, Talls Linn, and by this means a
leaven of true godliness was introduced. - In this way there wers 3 num-
ber of families such as the Biggars, Brydens, Andersons, ete., who formed
as Boston says, ¢‘.a ballast to his enemies,” and- from whom & band of
faithful elders were ‘obtained who formad a sort-of body guard to the
minister, strengthening his hands-in cages-of discipline and in - timeés of
diffieulty. The-change: produced: among the-peopleby the dark time of
persecution was-more sudden than satisfactory.. Previous to that time,
as an.old man informed Boston; there-were butthree Biblesin the parish ;
now there was.one almost-in every house, familyworship'was maintained,
and many of the people hotly profested against the evils and defections of
the times. But their new pastor soon found that mcst of them overlooked
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evils nearertheir owh ddors. Profine’swédriiy wasprotty general among
them, and 2 loose sepa,ratxst spirit, whickighve  Bdston ‘miadhtrouble for
many years. He began'to® preach ’bolaly against theusih of swearidg and
other evils, and for- mahy yeirs WY’ earried wothing bt hitred andopposi-

tion i‘rom many, datil—sach 6 the pervétsity of h‘uinaﬁ ngbure—having
received & call to go elagwliers, thej at’ length umted in ferVent desme to
retain him, and Weré fiithdly ever aftérss - i e

The manse of Elt#ick which sits at the foot of the ]bfty grecn ‘tange
of lnlIs, was, when Boston twent, < sotry habithtion™ from its rickety
cendition, and for somde tithe thé' famﬂy hail' to. 'bivouae in’ the barn,
where one of his chifdrén Wwas born. ' A mibuntain stream, swelling in
time of flood to a.larmmg size, passes the manse in ¥athercldse proxiimity
At otie time when the proposal wae Yrade to him' by friends t6 preparéfor
publication the discourses’ that form 'the foundation of the “Féurfold
State,” and bemg in dlﬁicultx abotit it'on’ decount of his excessive huility,
we find him in lns mermoir retmng to-8 éohtary place up the brook-where
he prayea and sung Psalm 6vil, “Thit Whick faifly' decided i upder-
taking the fask was 4 letter front & fristid; Mr. Colden. in “which he-said,
«Let respect t6 &ty and the shlvation of:perishing souls'sway you:”

That word * perishing so- ', doys Bostoh, nailed my" heart; and it
barst cat and answered, “ Then 18t me be & fool for perishing souls:” Tt
shotvs the deep- #nd well high toirbid-¢biisoisntiousiiess of theren tofind
that nothing of any Moment cotld bs undsrtiken by hint without » long
process of prayer for Divine light, and self-espmination hy:to the' motives
promptmg it.” Thus, Whett'préssed t6 Publish’ some sermuns Mo 'spends
most of 'a'day in prayer, snd feads Dirhdin oif < the ¢all to writebdoks,”
waiting on the Lord while hn sprédd ott his’ papeérs snd létters before
him. Such works, begun; fcéht'iﬁdeﬂ, nd ended Wwith preyer, eould mot
fail to prove successful, aitd acebrdidgly we find that erelong ke reveived
testimonies Imsotigl as’to theit worth” and benefit.  Such testimonies
were to the muc‘L adlicled and painfally coneclenhous ‘Pastor; ad he" 3ys,
like’ cordls.Ta f;o a famtmg s_prn£ or a, rav oi’ hght shmmg in a
dmlgeoﬁ e "

A year or tWo ago the Wn’cer of tlns ‘having visited Ettrick was kmdly
shown by the present mxmster rwa.noms Telits of Boston:" Ambny these
are's fow small nisial Eokens nsed Tn Boston’ Hins to réékoft the nimber
of souls over Whom the fn.‘ithﬁﬂ pastor” watchied and”grayéd, wrd who
having made S cre&ibie protéssion of conversion weke atlnhitted to the
Lord’s table. They and He huve gotib to give in their account and to




The Camada Closstian, Monthly. - 361

stand in their respeoctive lot, an,1.ib avas. therefore, with. 2 reverent interest
we:examined thess.old .pountergu,. ., 1uas tadeema dan

Another nnd. more mtexegtmg.;ehp,;s,t}lqugqgsmp; zqqords smtten by
Boston's own hand in g hesutiful,. bnsiness,like, way,; for having heen
sametime in & lawyer's office in. yonth, and being synod clerk, he had
acquivéd snoh husiness gapacity,, that Jiord Minte. who lyz.d been clerk to
the national council of Scotland,.having- beep, ,prxqsent ab; &syno& meetmg,
publicly-expressed his, admiration..at the. aapnngr. in; yg‘lnch Boston cox-
dubted its husiness.. These session records.»mply attesfthe low state of
niofality in the parish antd the difficulties.,cf,his position on account of
the starn :method of discipline which.was--follawed.:, Such a method of
dealing with" backslid’ng communicants, as: gvhen@u gecuharly obstinate
offender who would not confess. partmuia.rsr pi.,he;‘ crime, was. made to
stand Yweekly befora the congregation. fox &, ‘yem,,n;zggm our moge enlight-
ened:and refined age appear qut.of place;, Vel it had adyantaqes That
senge of justice whieh sifts so. lighily,.on.ear age,-and is indeed wholly
eveporated from the soft-sawder..theology .of Broad. Churchism, was
heightered by it to.s great degree,.: As.an old-negro is said to have re-
marked in contrasting the preaching. of two..successive ministers, *“God
appeared to he.a greater Being 8} that time than, he now does” The
poftian of these- records, which would. most-dnterest -many has connection
with a name met.ynknown in.ditexature; -viz., that -of, the hero of James
Hogg’s ** Brownie-of Bodsheok,.! .being the penitent \dea,th bed confession
of Waltex Linidlaw -of Chapelhopss. = &t - it v’

After Jeaving Eftrick mange we @mcqedgd -xgund by the clg.ssgq vale
of ¥grrbw and drove.over.to- the mange.gf Kmkhope to visit- Mr, Gibson,
who is 8 déstendant of Boston., \Iha—[;roa.d t}uthen passes over the hill
tops between the valleys.pf Yarzrowm and Ettrick, and :remmded one for-
cibly. of Thomasthe Rhypger’ s rond. to.Elflangd,. R

> “Ygn bonnie road, ths\‘,, wmds,&bont, yon ﬁe:m,q bra.e, .
espeemlly ag it pasges O&kwpoﬁ 'I‘ower of the szgp;d,memoty, which is sad
to have-been the residence of the y,egxfable mz&{d M*chael Scott, who
spake the words that ““gplit Eildon’s hill in three.” Near the top of the
sloping surface of the mountains. was a.patchwoerk of, green furze and
purple heather. A heavy thnnderclond hang;gg qver. thg vale of Yarrow,
dowa at * Newark's stately tower,” was. {hsc.;&rgmg 11,5 contents in that
quarter, and higher up we. werenwhq}ly gprelpped in ; adense mist. Hav-
ing arrived in safety, howevex, at. ihgbeggw,ggkhope Manse, perched
ou s high oliff; with & fine “linn". -or. rapid of the: Ettrick brawlmg
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beneath, we were shown certain otherrelics of Boston. Among thesé
was a small pocket Bible with silver clasp, which had belonged to- Bos-
ton’s wife, inseribed: <“Katharin Brown, 1699,” and: ffom the handvmtmg
and date probably & present rom hbr betrothed::

We were also favoured with & copy of a letter never hitherto publish-
ed, which had been sent by Bostod to his wife from Edinburgh on the
occasion of a visit to the Greneral Asseibly. It was written after & time
of great personal and family affliction; for Boston through a great parf of
his course wasone who, above most, ‘‘did business on the -great waters”
of trouble. It was aboutthe cloge of-a tiying spring weason, when: days
of drifting snow, long known as *‘the drifty days,” desolated the uplands,
and famine and death in many cases followed. His wife had fever, and
he himself was in so weak a condition that hehad felt eompelled: t¢- Ieok
out for an assistant in his pastoral work ; but having got some relief,-éven
while his work increased, he «éays he was taught to work on without ask-
ing questions till his Master should say, Btop. There were also deeper
troubles connected with his ministri which fouched the heart of-the faith-
ful pe_%or more keenly. His temporal substance, too, was diminished,
and his wife’s fever lasting two months, her faith remained firm, and she
was resolved never to-part-with-Christ though st times she felt *‘like a-bixd
.on the side of a wall where it cannot alight, gripping with its-olaws.” About
the sarme time the end of the house was blown down by & gale of wind.
It is.necessary to dwell npon these thingd:to-nnderstand the steady valour
with which the afflicted and severely indisposed psstor girt himself for
diligent work from week fo week, and the amouut of public spiritedness
he showed in regard to evils impending over the church. h.s greatest
grief was his wife’s illness, through which, he says, she had been for
several years freg-among the dead, like,the slain that lie in the grave,
remembered no more, overwhelmed with bodily maladies and her spirits
drunk up with terror. There is a certain quaint and almost tragic in-
terest in Boston’s descriptions.of his wife’s:spiritual exercises at this4imn.
At Iength, having ‘attained much of her former peace andlight, shemade,
according to the fashion of those days, a personal covenant, which was
written down by her husband. . - "

Now, says Boston, we were with our broken alnp mthm sight of the
shore, and I was as one stretching forth his hands, crying, Help forward,
help forward! But, behold, in a littlé time after, the storm rose anew,
and the ship. was beat back into the main ocean again, out of sight of
land. No wonder this man became to ¥nany & son of consolation in trisl,
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and wrote The Crook in the Lot, s book once extensively read and prized
by afflicted persons in Scotlerd. .. . ., . _ o .

In such  circumstancgs he. might haye hbeen-ezeused going to. the
(eneral Assembly. But duty.lopdly. celled. him, thither, A dark cloud
of moderatism wes beginning to gather over.Scotland, threatening to
remove the-purs light of gospel truth, and .along. with that .all spiritual
vitality, It was about.that. time or shortly after that the father of Carlyle
of Inveresl;, according to the,admiripg aceount of his son, wauld go along
with &hbrother olergyman, hoth haying & ‘‘very, greas tuxn for fun and
buffoonery,” on expeditions in which they wonld go-ont..of their way for
the special purpose of making sport-of brother ministers, Sull, as the
narrgtor informs us, both were.very, respectably. orthodox clergymen.
One leading qualification spught in ministers of this stamp was a capacity
of holding their own.in the hard drinking houts.common at the period,,

All this was & grief to Boston, and a8 ap that time the Assembly had
to deal with the case of & professor -of divinity, Mr. Simson, who was
accused of teaching loose views, and ag the moderate party. were Likely to
allow the errorist to hold hia important office; the Ettxick pastor -leaves
his affligled wife and family and sets out on horseback for Kdnburgh.
The.following is the letter already mentioned, which was. written to. his
wife after his.arrival:=—= .. .. ., . .. ... . :

- G ooy et o @R/, - May6, 1729.

“ My dearest—I ¢ame yesternight to Cofegate mouth in good time- but
weariad; however we were very well accummodated then-beyond expectation,
wherein I saw the goodness ot a kind providence. This morning I ¢came inhere
safe, andjust this forenvon'the assembly began Mr. Simson’s affair. Mr. Wilson¥
is here, t0 whom I have represented your oase, and lie bas a hearty sympathy
with you, and gives his love to you. I have begn in Mr. Trotter'sshop, spoke
for the carvy, orange-peel and tes, but hebeing busy in the commissioner’s
house on tliis occasion-I could not get the tsa-ensued to-come out with the
servant, but if it compe-nus then you may expect 1t on my return. I desirethe
horse may be in again on Tuesday’s night next week. I am in health but crazy
and have not yet got fime to rest. 1 desire to believe that the Lord who éalled
us to partfor these dnys will pity us-both; and meke. us.mect again t¢-blesghim
for his kind couduct about us. You oannot.be off Hy hegrt, aud I behieve our
joint ease, and the ease of ours, is on the heart of our merciful High Priest. "Tis
now pasttwelve o’clock at night, an@ I'm obliged fo ‘conclude, biing'with most
endeared love and regard,  Your most loving and; affectionate-husband,

" . o o .o T. Bosrax,
“Mylovero all the children; and L doubt not butmy danghters will show
the same, if not more, concern for your comfort in my. absence as in my
presence.” )

13

* Gabriel Wilson, of Mnxton,_his close fricad and a-farthful mmster.
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This brief note, written with no view-to the public eye, and in spite
of its domestic business details, is not without deep interest. It shows
that Boston, as & man.and husband, was-lebs:ksceticthan many who
knew him merely as & wrifer -suppbse} and if is.a genuinerpispe of:every-
day life at a.4ime which.is not unimpottant i’ Scottish history. -~

The Assembly, a8 usnal, tredted Simgon's vase: in's shuffling manner
by referring it to & committee, without taking &my definite measures,
though the:charges against’ hini were -of many yeirs' standing. - From
this finding Boston:afone dissented, judging the charges aghinat'the pro-
fessor to be too grave to perim{: him any lono'er to teach: in the ch’urch
and in a-olear, audible voice redd his-digsent, - "o ot

Theleading evangelital miitisters: present-.thouah not haembets of that
Assembly—strengthetied Boston by-their sympa,thy ‘and ‘préseriéd; and
one of them, Ralph Erskine, thres ydars after, in writing an epxta,ph to
the memory of Boston, commenited on this séeae:—=

“The gxéu.t ‘the grave Judlclous Boston’s gone,

‘Who-ones like Athanasing stood alorie, - ' -

Whose golden-pen to-future times will bear.

His fame, till in the clouds his Liord appear.” ‘
After this time his health gradually declined, but to the very la,st he
persevered in his loved work; and when no longer able to go to the
church he preached from a window in the manse, the congregation
standing without. He entered into rest on May 20, 1732,

Boston is desoribed by his contemporaries as a man of amiable,
venerable aspect, over the middle size, and with g strong, melodious
voice. He had naturally s lively imagination and, as a few of his more
intimate friends knew, a ready wit, reined in, howeyer by a Puritanic
reverence and & e<nse of God’s presence. He was exceedingly modest
and humble, and there was, undoubtedly, too dark s type in hig piety,
partly owing to the generally low state of his health. He was no
despicable scholar in Hebrew and theology, and laboured much upon &
Latin work on Hebrew stigmatology or accentuation, which was published
in Amsterdam after his death. David Mill, the famous Euglish Biblical
scholar, wrote the preface, in which he says—¢ Reverendus Boston, in
Scotia quondam Pastor Attricensis doctissimus, utilissimam accentibus
Hebrais operam navavit prasenti libello, quo hane doctrinam perspicue
et accurate persecutus est.” The celebrated Bengel in his later years
(see Life, p. 425) says, ** If writing were not become too-laborius for me
I would endeavour to trace out the doctrine of the Hebrew accents.
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Mr. Boston (of. Ettmek) has hit npon the, right «way.of understa,ndmg
them’ 31 . e Liiy e g siie oy LU 4 Ve

Boston’s great. work, howevez, was, @3 gpreacher and:- Wnter, in both
of which-oapadities he was-& bright light inthe-dark evening ofmodetatism
that was settling.dowie.oxt. Seotland.., The: communion:seasons at Bitrick
were-greafly prized by the godly.in. Scotland. .. Aislight.indication!of this
is in the incidental notice. by Boston in describing: one communion,.-that
the horseof a visitor.from Fifghad run-off... It:ds also told of a farmer in
Lanarkshire that-he xode to. Ettrick every week to hear: thexarmbns that
formed the foundetion: of the. 4 Fourfold States” : v .+, .

Those who think of Boaton -ad,oné iyhose-Puritehie: atemness had a.t
length repressed all humai tenderness-should readithe. glowing tribute he
pays to.his wife after thizty years' menried: life, shich: comva.gces; A
women of great worth, whom I themfore passionately loyed: and\mwardly
honoured: s stately, beautiful, end .comely..personage; -truly pions, and
fearing the Liord ; of an evequ temper and patient in our common tribu-
lations, and under her persona,l dxsnrasses, ¥ .momzm of bright natural
parts. . . . and finully.e crown tome in -my piblic station and
appearances.” T e e e

The autobiography ard-other writihgs:of Boston abound in-memor.
able and pxthy e'tpt;asmons» of ‘whmh -8 brief sa.mpla m'a.y be gwen m
conclusign. -~ - . 2 g

T “HadI butone msh, it shoul& be that he woma wrap- ine up in-his
love, light-and life, whils I ain heréyand thke me away to etetnity when
he pleased;. though I fuin:would do:somathing for'Christ here; Buﬁ my
wbelief and-worldly-mindeédress:put-me oai-the rask.” = =+ o'

1 have, obsetved:that; tﬁa‘ﬂhﬁg “vEitthti coramentaries, & heavenly
frame: of spirit and soul-eXercigs, whother about teniporal or: Bpmtual
things; were two excéllent . cémmentames L T N

«Upon ocoasioniof enlargemént; iu segka’ prayeri saiv the dinreason:
ableness’ of the coneeit of-wherit, ‘as -if ‘a-beggar slould think Hs-shonld
therefore. have. an:alms, Beba\lse he can- ey ’for it, ot*puté!out hxs*ha,nd té

Do w0l ar e e l»,'4,l vt

receive’ it RIS .
¢“On the Lora’ﬂ &ay morhmgfwoﬂaly thbughts wkre as *bu-dohme to

wy feeti? .. ceox et
“f besoughbthe Lord to go 'mth me, for vnthont Inm the'pulpit ivas
& terror to'we.” - A

¢« Thismonth- we had 8 faxmly’ (;he.hksomng, xvhefem the Tiord was
' "Thls note furnished by Dr. A. A. Bonar,
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very gracious to s, and our hearts were enlarged with the remembrance
of the Lord's hea.rmg our prayers at the last hmﬂy Iast and WIth his
present goodness.” '

<« Ag for the Sabbath dermons’ (aﬂ;ér Boing o T.ttuck), ’t"hey weére but
coldly enough received; but remsrkablé was the prickifg up of darskien
anything relahve to the public feIl i, whxoh waé 8 woundmg observatxon
to me. »! oy b “ e

¢ T have sométimes & confiisioitin ‘my héad inpreachmg, but seldom
doés my-body fail when my fidme i3 ripht” :

I was surprised with diséoveriel ‘of thé Liord's iiind in Hi§ word.
As from time to time in that happy study I met with netv discoveiies of
that nature, 1 often thbught with myself whit & trifle thy dld'gmg up of
gold in some mine of Peru or- -8lsewhere would havé been in commnson
with what I found in iy accentuated Hebrew Bible.”

o My kind and gracions Master maitiged e at that time asever a
mother would have done a weak ¢hild, so thit I got a lesson, just to be
doing with the strength I have for thetime, without asking questions.”

«The heart of-the believer uses the lawiul enjoyments of life warily,
as the dogs of Egypt run while they lap the water out of the river Nile.”

«“If o man have an 1l neighbor; he may #émove; if he have an ill
servant, he may put him away at thé term; if a bad yoke-fellow he may
sometimes leave the house, and be free of molestation that way. But
should the saint go into the wilderness or set up his tent in some remote
corner of the sea, where never foot of man, beast, nor fowl had touched,
there his natural corruption will be with him. Should he bs with Paul
caught up to the third heavens it shall come baek with him, 2 Cor. xii. 7.”

“Many a groan is heard from a sick bed, but never one from a grave.”

¢« Thousands hope to be saved who do not at all concern themselves
with the question, whether they are born again or not; a guestion that is
Like to wear out among us."

« Be humble, carry low sails, walk softly all your years. The pea-
-cock walks slowly, hanging down his starry feathers while he looks to his
black feet.”

“ Common operations of the Spirit, like a land flood, make a strange
turning of things upside down. But when they are over, all runs again
Yin the ordinary channel.”"

* Many have a rational discovery of the world’s vanity, but can that
wean their heart from the world® Nay, no more than painted fire can
burn off the prisoner’s fetters,”
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«If sin is somewhat bitter to us, but.never.so bitter.as suffering,
never so bitter as the pains of being weaned from it thly we are strangere
to the saving oha.nge »

¢ Surely it is from: the devil that weak Chnstm.ns make a rack for
themselves of the attainmaents.of the strong. .. And.to yield to this.temp-
tation is.as nnreasonable as-for a child.fo~dispyte.away hisrelation, to ms:
father because he is not of the same stature with his elder brother.”

“As & wife is unwilling to-be put away. pleads.and hangs.to:the mar-.
riage tie, so do men by the covanant; of works. , They hold by it likke the
man who held.the ship.by his hands;,.and when.one hand was.cut off held
it with the:other, ani when both were, qut. off, held.it. with his- teeth,”

These extracts will serve to show. better, than our. sketches what
manner of spirit Boston wasof.. Weiadd.one.more whick may.be regarded:
as & sorb of extract essence of .the experience..of-one who. closely. studied
God’s methods of dealing towards his-people.in:providence : it will.doubt-
less find an echo in the hearts-of many, Christian, readers; . Speaking of
amatter which he had, greatly longed.and prayed.for in youth, he-says:—

“He brought it aboutthrough many difficulties, tried me wath vari-
ous disappointments, at lepgth oprried it.to.the atmost pitch of hopeless-
ness, and seemed to-be-laying the gravestone. upon it at.the time-of my
mother's death; and yet after. all he bronght it.to pass: anp THAT Has
BEEN TBE USUAL METHOD OF PROVIDENCE. WITH ME ALL ALONG IN MATTERS OF
THE GREATEST WEIGHT. " :

readers through all the churches and to every corner of the
world month by month. This month we propose . to stay at
home by our own firegides, and to notice a style of Christian
work that lies to the hand of every one that can command a few cents.
A work that lies to-day at the door of every parent and patriot is to il
our Canadian horaes with healthy religious literature, There is a loud
cry to engage in this work when we consider how busy are the agents of
unchristian and impure literatare. Let us listen to what Mr. Hastings,
of the Boston Christian, says on this subject in one of his recent papers :—

« It has been asserted that the entire issues of the Bible sooieties-and

S
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religious-societies:in Liondon, are:less-numerous than those bage issues of
the -corrupt. press which are sent-out in defiange-of law, and thich are
out of sight of decent and respectable people. There is a literature
abroad in the world: of which these gelf-satisfied' dreamers: have not the
slightest.oonception. It is true there is enough within the sight that is
bad enough in all.conscience. There are theatres which reek with nudity
and nastiness, and which.recall an, Eden which is almost void bpth of
fig-leavesand innocence. Then there arerecords innumerable of scandals,
and:sensational abominations which fill and defile the .omnipresent press
of the present day. But beside thess, thraughout the length and breadth
of the land there are publications, placed under if not on, the.newsstands,
the very touch of which is defilement, and; which might have been appro-
priately edited, published, and sold in Sodom and Gomorrah, the day
before Liot departed. Those familiay with these-mafters know that
during the last few years thetle has.been uncovered an abyss of such litex-
ature-that is perfectly horrifying, and the circulation of which is beyond
all caloulation. Novels and romances adapted for perusal in haunts of
vice and crime, literature that would be popular in prisons, brothels, and
in-dens of thieves and cut-throats, and which ministers to. the basest pas-
sions of men, has been circulated by tons throughout the length and
breadth -of the land. Men with devilish ingenuity have sought out every
channel for its distribution. The catalogues of academies and seminaries
have been scanned ; the name of every man, woman, or child that could
be found in print has been obtained ; large lists of addresses have been
gathered from the books of varions business establishments, or secured by
advertisements under false pretences; innocent-looking notices have been
inserted in religious newspapers, which have resulted in bringing large
numbers of names of honest and unsuspesting people into the hands of
wily and unscrupulous rogues, and then, throughout the length and
breadth of the land has béen rolled s tide of obscenity and abomination
which is unparalleled in the history of the nation. And while Christian
parents have grudged a few shillings to be invested in interesting and profitable
religious reading for their childrer, those children have sent their pennies
and shillings to these infernal vampires and have received in return books
and pictures, to say nothing of other appliances, of the mast infamous,
disgusting, immoral and devilish character. Multitudes are in their
graves to-day, no doubt in consequence of these abominations, others are
wrecked and ruined in body and soul, and the extent of this curse is
beyond conception or computation.
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“QOut of the vaults-of & single printer, whoseprofessions were in the
direction of zeligiori and morality, we- were informed, were taken -at one
time five-tons of sterebtyped:plates.of books: and-pictures of a character
unfit for sirenliition. - ‘At-one tirme in the basement of a single building,
we $weke informéd that -there Were sonie tén-tons of thiskind of literature
gtored which had been confiseated and was awaiting destruction. In all
mora than twenty tons of such literature. ha,ve ‘been.seized and desbroyed
withinh.a few years past in Amerjes, - - i :

"1 The evil of which we- spesk is-so. wide- spreadtha.tm famlheswvhere
an impure word or look -would- ‘not- be- knowingly tolerated, there are
seoret pladesthat reek with this-corruption, which, like. the:irogs of. Egypt
has made its way to almost-every-corner. ' = <

« Among-the special boastings-of thé age, we frequentlymeet with:the
assertion that literature has-been greatly improved and purified;and that
in this respect the world of late-exhibits-substantial:pfogress. We -yield
to no one in our interest in sound Christisn literature; to the diffusion
of which otir-chiefest labors have been devoted; aridwe believe we appre-
ciate its importance and its progress, -It is -true thatthere has been a
vast increase of religious literature of late, and that in some of the secular
literature of the present. fime there is far less coarseness than in some of
the literature of past generations. There are expressions, no doubt, in
old plays and novels which would be regarded as objectionable in many
circles at the present time; and so if we define literature as meaning
simply those books and publications which respectable people keep in
their libraries and on their centre-tables, and which reviewers quote, and
first-class publishers disseminate, we may no doubt reach the conclusion
that literature is greatly purified. But there is another side to this ques-
tion. Literature has not only risea during the past generation, but it
has sunk. It has extended itself upward and downward. It has heights
hitherto unknown, and depths which are scarcely fathomed.” -

These sorrowful statements, all founded on fact, should not be
allowed to pass with a sigh. Efforts shonld be made to watch the read-
ing of our young: efforts should be' made to -supply them with better
mental food. This aspect also- of the question is well stated by Mr.
Hastings in another of his papers:— -

“ An important phase of missionary work is the dissemination of
religious reading smong the peofle. The velue of this instrumentality is
generally acknowledged. Many persons do not attend public worship or
listen to the stated preaching of the word of God. Through indifference,

23
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infirmity, advancing years, and domestic cares, numbers are hindered
from assembling for religious instruction. To meet the necepsities of
such, the Gospel must be carried to their homes; .bu} living messengers
are not always obtainable, and there is often perhaps no way more prac-
ticable, convenient and effective, than to convey the tidings of salvation
by the printed page. Thug the printed message in the dwelling may be
read by those who would not hear tha sermon, or if they heard it would
fail to ramember it. Of the various forms of Christian literatura, txacts
are short-lived; books are ponderous and expensive for general circula-
tion; and religious periodicals and papers. if true to their name, seem to
furnish the most converient and valuable means for reaching many of
these people with. the Gospel. A , L

«If we can secure the subscription of any person to a religious paper,
and if we can be assured that the paper will maintain. its religious charac-
ter, we may then expect that at stated intervals, for the term.of a year at
least, the messages of* gra.ce‘; will find their way to that dwelling. The
sermon will preach itself, the tract will distribute itself, and for a.certain
period of time, without further labor, the good seed will be, to some
extent, sown in hearts and homes where it is needed, If then we.send a
paper to the address of any friend oz stranger, for a year, we may expect
that, quietly and unperceived, the seed will be, sown in, that family.

« If, however, we can persuade persons to subscribe for a paper them-
selves, we may have good reason to hope that in some cases they will pay
more attention to that for which they have expended their money, than
they would to that which was bestowed upon them as a gift: hence the
importance of making every effort to induce persons to subscribe themselves
for such publications as will profit them or their families.

« Sometimes we meet with men who have no interest in religious read-
ing ; but frequently those very men have wives or families who are starv-
ing for the bread of life. Sometimes too, there are aged persons, debarred
the privileges of public worship ; and such persons hail with delight the
coming of a religious periodical which breaks the monotony of their
weary days, and turns the current of their thoughts into more cheerful
and more profitable channels. There are few Christians who would not
willingly give two or three meals of victuals in the course of & year to some
person whom they desired to benefit and lead to the knowledge of the
truth. But & very few meals of victuals®vould cost more than the trifle
required‘to send a cheap religious periodical for a year to any friend or
siranger to whom they wish to give it.
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. “Tt being specially desirable that persons be induced to subscribe
theraselves for religious papers, Christians may well i inquire whether in
this way they may not be able to setve their generation and beneﬁt their
fellow men. A 1little persuasion, or an offer to bear & portion of the
expense, or an intimation of reduced ¥ates at which such papers nay be
obtained by those who are unable fo pay the full price, mxght induce some
one o receive and read tham who otherwise would not enjoy that privilege;
and with the blessing of the Lord on the seed thus sown, we might hope
to see soine fruit in the great day of mgathermg ‘Will not Christians
carefully consider whether it is not their privilege to extend the knowledge
of the Gospel and of the SBaviour by earnestly persuadmg others to receive
and read such publications as give reasonable promlse of being profitable
to those who come beneath their influence? We are exceedingly glad .to
co-operate with Christian friends in thus sprea&mg the good news, of the
grace-of God which bringeth salvation. When we have succeeded in
inducing-an unconverted person or a Christian to veceive & good paper
for & year, we feel that then, unless something unforeseen shall interpose,
there will be the opportunity for a year at least of teaching, inviting, and
entreating some soul to turn to God and live. To us thisis a groat.priv-
ilege, and it i & privilege in which others may participate, if they desire
so to do, 'When persons are once persuaded to receive an _intéresting
religions paper, it frequently occurs that they become so interested in it
and 8o habituated to its perusal, that they feel that they cannot well do
without 1f, and in this way & permianent influence for good is planted in
the midst of & home. Certainly all Christians would gladly labour to
effect 8o desirable and end. Liet us prayerfully consider what the Liord
has for us to do in this direction, and having learned, let us do it with
our might. Our working time is brief; let it be well improved.”
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| @mﬁim Lipers,

TL'STING ANCHORS.*

FLONG the line of rg,ll by which T often travel, my eye has frequently
- been arrested by a fow words written in large letters on thé out-
.. side of a dong shed, ¢* House for testing anchors.” It is one of
. several similar bmldmgs which have been established by the
Government, to which anchors cast in ‘the nelghbourhood and tlié chains
forged: to hold them, are: taken, to:be tested by hydraulic pressure, and
other means, before they are allowed to be used for vessels. After avery
careful trial, a certificate is gwen with them, declarmg them' to be in all
respects fit for use, + In this way much danger is avoided. Axichors and
chaing which have a flaw, are discovered beforeé the time when the safety
of the eréw might depend upon their holding fast. Many valusble ships
are congequently sqved from’ bexﬁg Wrecked a,nd the hves of saﬂore‘ and
passengers are preserved.
A lesson is brought to iis from this needful practlce by applying its
principle to the Christian’s hope—tlie hope of soul-safety on esrth, and of

-eternal life, with all that these words include, in heaven, This hope is

spoken of in the Bible as an anchor of the soul because, in the hour of
peril; it holds fast and keepsthe soul in peace and security. And asitis
a wise thing to tést anchors, so, too, is it wise for men to fry their hope
of what:sort itis. Is it firm and strong ? Is it one we can rely upon ? Is
it one that can bear any strain that maybe put upon it, and that will be
quite safe when most it is needed ?

Reader, be honest with yourself. Be willing to know your true con-
dition; examine and prove this by the light of God’s Word. A few plain
questions may assist you in ‘discovering where you stand, and” whether
your hope will abide the test of the Great Day. Think over these ques-
tions with the Scnptmes Whlch foﬂow them, and be not con’tent without
being able to give a dlstmcb and satlsfactory answer to the question

‘Whether hope in Christ i xs the a,nchoz of your soul.

1. Do I feel my-own ﬂxceedzng smfzdness, and daily confessit bqfore God?
¢ If we say that we have no.sin, we deceive aurselves, and the truth

* Tract No. 581 issued by London Religious Tract Soviety.
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is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us
our sms, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”—1 Jokn i. 8,9.

2 Do I renounce alltust in Yy ditwi worhsy and Tean only y on Jesus—on
His faithful promise—on His all- suﬁcmzt sacrgﬁce-——on His all-prevailing
tntercession ? ’

“By grace are ye sn.ved through faith ; and that not of yourselves

8, 9.

* When ye shall haye done all those things which are- comma,n&ed
you, say, ‘We are unprofitable sétvants: we hdve done that wlnch was
our duty to do.”—Luke %vii. 10, o e

& Verxly, verily, I say unto you, He that beheveth on Me hath ever-
lasting llfe " _John vi. 47.

8. Do I love the Saviour, and regard Him as better than any ear thly
Sfriend, or anything which this world offers 2

* Whom have I in heaven but Theg ? and there is none upon earth
that I desire beside Thee.”—Psaln lxxiii, 25, °

T count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus my Lord : for whom I hay suff 1 the loss of all things,
and do count them but dung, that I may win Uucist.”—Phl. iii. 8.

4. Do I daily search the Scriptures, and find them a help and.refreshment
to my soul ?

“The law of Thy mouth is. better untomethan thousands of gold: a.nd
gilver.”—Psalm cxix. 72." «

“ How sweet are Thy words unto my taste:! yesa, sweeter'tha.n'honey
to my mouth.”—Psalm cxix. 108.

“ Thy word is & lamp unto my feet and a light unto my pa,th "
Psalm exix. 105,

5. Do I pray truly and heartily in the spirit, and not merely utter a form
of prayer ?

“This people draweth nigh unto Me with their mouth, and honour-
eth Me with their lips; but their heart is far from Me,”—DMatt. xv. 8.

“The hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall
worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to
worship Him. God is @ spirit: and they that worship Him must wor-
ship Him in spirit and in truth.”-—Jokn iv. 28; 24.

6. Do I strive faithfully through the Spirit to bring into captivity every

it is the gift of God : not of works, fest any man should boast "—-E’ph i
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thought to the obedience of Christ, to conquer every sinful halit, a:d every evil
temper, and to walkbefore God in all good conscience ? )

« If ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit
do mortify the deeds of; thd body; | ya-shall live;”:+Rom. viii. 18.

¢« They that are ‘Christ’s. have cruczﬁed the flesh with the affections
and lusts.”—Gal. v. 24.

7. Do L striveto glorify: God by doing. His:will in all things2 -~ ~ *

‘Whether, therefore, ye eat;:or drink,.or- whatsoevenvye do, do- all- to
“the glory of God.”—1 Cor..x. 81,

«Enow ye xot that your body is. the temple of .the Holy Ghost whlch
is in you, which ye have of God, and yeare not your, own? For: ye.are
bought with s price : therefore glorify God in your body,,-and in your
spirit, which are God’s.”1 Cor, ¥i. 19, 20. o

The answers to these questlons may tell you whether your anchor, if
you profess to have one, is of any value. The blessedness of having a
good hope through grace, will be to you a sprmg of consolation in life or
in death. L.et meé give you an example of this, ,

A young lady was told she ‘could not live many months. She Te-
ceived the tidings véry calmly, and thanked her father for te]]mg ‘her.
After a little while she said to her mother, “ I feel Jjust hke & sailor when
he is called o go aloft; hs tiies all the ropes to see if they are firm, I
have been trying them all, and, mother, they are all right.”

But what was this hope, which could 'thus eiidure thé test of ap-
proaching death'?

All'her trust'was-in Jesus, a.ndm Bis finished work. She had no
fear as to the fature. ¢ Once;” shié said, “my sins seemed to iiie asa
mountsin-pile; but T have 1aid-thein all on Jeésus, and His biced is my
peace, Itis.all donefor me. Ihave nothing'to do-bat to keep clmgmg
to Jesus, till I see Him.”

May this be the:unfailing hope of-every reader of this tract." Those
who.make Christ their hope:shall never:-be,ashamed.

«Jf my immortal Saviour hves,
o - Then ny immortal life is sure ;.
© His word a firm foundation gives:
- Here let mie biiild axd’rest secure.

' " Here'let'iy faith urishaken dwell;
it L . Xiimovable.the:promise stands; = /-
Not all the powers of earth or hell, . . ..
Can €’ e dissolve the sacred bands

Here, 0: my soul, thy trust repose!
If Jesus is for ever mine,
. Not death ltco]f that lact f f'-pc

Sha'lbr ali o 1o sa fo,
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Slvistinn Rliscellnany,

ROM the “Matropoliten Pulpit” we cull the few items that follow:—
‘Waen God sends his people on a pilgrimage, He gives
them a staff to support them by the way.—Taylor-.
On, togsed and driven soul, knowing not where to land,
ignorant of a place of safety, all the palm branches of heaven this morn-

ing are waving before your soul. They mean peace, pardon, life, salva-
tion.— Talmage.

Kxow what you pray. Prayer is not putting your hand into a bag
and pulling out what comes first. *+ Oh! no; there must be definite de-
sires and specific requests. Think carefully about it, and ask for what
you want and for nothing else but what you need.— Spurgeon.

Ir is possible for a Christian to believe in miracles because he be-
lievesin an immanent or present ana superintending Deity. The universe
to him is not like a clock which is wound up in the morning and left to
tick the hours away until, at last, the weights run down and the machin-
ery falls to pieces,—Hepworth.

“GeNEvVa,” said Talleyrand, in intended scorn, but yet in unconscious
eulogy of that book which had formed the character and institutions of
its people, *Geneva is a grain of musk which perfumes Europe,” and
to-day the nations which are leading the van of progress are thosein
which God’s Word is most extensively read and pondered and obeyed by
the people.—Taylor.

Jesus, the sanest, surest, purest, best of souls, the consummate
flower of humanity, affirmed cur personal immortality with undoubting,
unqualified cerfainty. I believe Him, not chiefly because He rose from
the dead, but because He was all alive, immortal, living on principles
and for ends that were eternal—from the sermon on the mount to the
words from the erogs. T have the witness in myself that He was the Son
of God. His words find my inmost heart. His affirmations evoke and
clarify my own.—Bellows.

I was said by a distinguished naval officer of England that the
most murderous contest in which he ever was engaged chanced one even-
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ing at gea, when the darkness had fallen so. that they were mot able
olearly to-distinguish- the.ghip With which they were brought in confliét.
It was at-& time when England snd Frande were at war,.axd each of the
two English vessels supposed the othér' 1o bs & Frenoh man.of-war.
They fired full broadsides into'one axtother. 'When the 'morning broke
the carnage was found to beterrible, and those who were nnder the same
flag wept. bitterly at the error intorwhich, through the confusion of the
night, they had been betrayed.. Debr friendsy R thegonflicts: hetwean
bodies of Chrisfians are qnly- the parallel of this.—Tyng.

Trar evidehce concers. a,ppamently Little things *Whmh mentions that
*they spake one:to. another ”  Of kcourse peoplé will gossip when they
get together: whai.is there in talk? Oh, but what sort'of gossip was:it ¥
that is-the question, For g.holythemeé furns gossip into heavenly fel-
lowship. It is written, '¢they thouglit upon His.name” Saurely it is
not.much to think. .Ah, brethren, thinking and speaking are two very
powerfal forces in the world, and out.of them the grestest actionsare
hatched. Thoughts.and words are the seéds.of far-reachingdeeds, and
God takes care-or these smbryos and gernis: men 'do not evenr know of
them, and.if they did know: would not éstesin them, but they-are putdown
in the book of remembrancs which les. ulways bpen before. the Most
High.—Spurgeon, .. . s s . o B FEE R

A new way of reading the Bible hus Beeninveritsd in these highly
enlightened days. I wused io.get.on exceedingly well with the Book years
ago, for if seemed. cléar and plain enough, butmodern interpreters wounld
puzzle us out of our wits. and out of our souls, if they could, by their
vile habit of giving new meanings $o. plain - words. Thank God, T keep
to the old simple way; but I em.informed that theinventors of the new
miginizing glasses manage-to read the big words small, and they have
even read down the word * everlasting” into a hitle space of time.
Everlasting may be-six wesks or siz months according to-them.. I use
no such glasses ;. my ‘eyes.remain the:same, and ¢ everlasting*’ is. “‘ever-
lasting ” to ane, whether I read of avmlashn,, hfe or everlashng pumsh
ment.—Spurgeon.

Tur grand question of our inme, Eesplte the conﬁdence plaéed in the
authority of revealed religion, therefors, is this: What svidence does
nature, reason, candid philosophy, sober thought,éxpérience, the testi-
mony of oar own and other souls givé us, that personality iss sacreu and
precious and inastering principle in-the spiritual world; thet self-con-
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sciousness, the lmowledge: of our identity;. the thonght and the signifi-
cance of the I, which is the one distinetive.:spiritual thing, separating
men from the mora intelligent.brutes y they source:of society ;. the basis-of
personal dignity ;. the gronad.of, Jaww; fhe primeryspring of roligion ; the
« Be-tlband-end all:of man’'s prezentuworth and glory,’” asit is the anchor
holding him$o. Christ and to God-—whst, I say, ds the ground, independ-
ent of revelation, oi* which.sve rest oux hape: that thig- yaxsonahty w:\ll
survive the:change.called deathif+=Bellows.s.; 0 e & v 457 o

The impatient ‘Horge Which wilt-not qméﬂy‘ endure ‘liis halter only
strangles himself i his.stall. . The high-mettledanimal that is restive in
the yoke only galls his.choulders; and .everyone will understand the dif-
ference between the restless starling of which Sterne has written, bresk-
ing its wingsagainst the bars-of its-cdge and. orying,.* 1 can’t get out,”
“T can’t get jout,’ and.tha. dotile. canarythat sisupon. its perch and

" sings.asif he would. outrival the: lark seering to. heavenis gate; and so
moves his mistress to.open the dopr.of his prison-house and give him the
full range.of the zpom,. He who, is.constantlylooking hack and bewailing
that which he has:lost:daes nob only thereby anfit-himself for 1myproving
in any way the -discipline to which God has snbjected. .him; whereas, the
man who brifigg his mind dewn ta hig lower lab,.and deliberately ex-
amines how he can serve God best in that is already on the way to
happiness and to. regtorgtion—Taylory, ., ... - .,

Om, that sarly home:! . Yon.may have been: outan the world.i;wenty,
thirty, forty years; but. you never .forget.it.. God was iu that. home.
Your parents-loved Hirm... They. took you .early und -consecrated you to
Him. You wete on their lips in.the-dying-moment. -It was. the gresb
anxiety of thewr life: to. hdve you usefal and .Christian, and when they
bowed their gray heads into-the:grave it wasinthehope oflifting themup
again in the gloriots resurrection and uniting with yow in.the great.home
circle.of heaven. I wonder if they will? Doyou prayat allnow when
you go to bed at night? Do your feet walk in the.path-they so lovingly
laid out for you? Do you not. sometimes.think of those 0ld times: and
compare your life now with wheat it was then? And somelimes when
you eannot sleep at nights do you not think of. their prayers and of their
Christipn exa.mple? Oh! Lord, God, of QUJ,‘ Chnstmn parents, have

meray on us L~Talmage- o RIS

Tazse are men who have ruled ‘vxth 8. nnhﬁ.royz.l scepire ; men upon
whom we have hung, as rations, for our fatare; men who have decided
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the destiny of ages. Saint, Paul was one of thess. The words he
uttered have echoed through the eenturies and are heard to-day.. This
church,. next to Christ, ig founded = the fifteenth -chapter of first
Corinthians. Herein is proclaimed the glorious dootrine of the immor:.
tality.of thesoul. Luther was ‘oné of these men. He held the déstiny
3 of Europe in his.hands. His voice-started . reformation, thundered all
{: over the gontinent-of Europe, until despots irembled -on their thrones,
‘ and potentates recognized the pregence of s real and consecrated manin
E their midst. Calvin wasguch g.2an. In his name churches have been:
built; organizations have been compacted. He held fast:the spiritual
destiny of his own age, and he has held fast the destiny of all genera-
tions since. 'What magnificence.of power, what splendor of influence
some men have exercised! How much fruit some trees ha,ve ‘borne in
the grea.t orchard of humen life | —Hepworth.

i

WAS IT AN ACCIDENT?

Many a seeming accident illustrates Cowper's line :

“ God moves in & inysterious way
His wonders to perform.”

Dr. Hamlin, so long the head of Roberts’ College, Constantinople, telis
of one of these *“accidents.” One hot day in July, 1839, while passing
the Galata Custom House, a-crowd attracted: liis.attention. Foréing his
way through if, he saw a poor sallor lymg by the side of the wall,
apparently dying of cholera. - - :

“ Do you speak English ? » asked Dr. Hamlin.

“Yes,” said the man, following the word with an oath.

¢ Are you an Englishman or an American 2

¢ Ameriean ”—another oath.

Worse expressions showed that profanity had becomd his mother
tongue. Dr. Hamlin, after many appeals to the crowd, whose brutal
; natures were stirred by the prospect of seemg him die, secured assistance
X and removed the sailor to 8-house.

For several weeks he was nursed and visited. by the missionaries. He
recovered.and sailed for Boston. On the morning he leff, he called on
his missionary friend {0 say good-by. Lingering for a moment by the
door, he sail—* I have been & very wicked man, Mr. Hamlin, and have
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done all the evil I could in the world, &nd now I am gomg to do all the
good T can.

Three years.after, Dr Hamlm recenred a letter ftom him, wlnoh ‘thus
began. :—

“ Dear M. Hamlm——Thunk God I stz]l survive the ded! I amhere
workin’ and blowin' the.gospel trumpet.on the Eri Kanal.”

‘When Dr. Goodall, an old missionary, saw thé letter, he asked that he
_ might begin the answer, and: taking g sheet of paper, wrote:

‘¢ Dear Mr. Brown—Blow away, brother blow ! Yours, in blowing the
same gospel trampet.- Wrnnian (GOODELL.

Twenty-five years. a,fter, Dr. IIa.mhn, while ﬂ;mng at & hotel in: Pans,
was accosted by an American gentleman. N

“I am just from Honoluly, Sandwich Isla.nds," said. the gen{slemtm.
1 have known a man there by the name of Brown who has done & great
deel of good among the sailors. He can go everywhere and anywhere
with the Bible. He has told me how he was once dying, a blasphemous
dog, fhis own words,) in. the streets of Constantinople, and you picked
him up and saved him soul and body. Is it all true, or is it in part e
sailor’s long yarn ?

‘What seemed the cwcuiental passing of Mr Hamlin down & street in
Constentinople was the meand by which God saved a “blasphemous
dog,” and sent him *blowin' the. gospel trumpet” along the « Eri
Kanal,” and among the islands.of the Pacific. Is there such a thing as
an agcident in God's moral government.—XYouth's Companion.

SINGING ON THE BATTLE-FIELD.

A brave and godly captain in -ons of the Western Ameri¢an regiments
told the following story, as he was removed to the hospital ~:He was shot
through both thighs with-a rifle bullet, & wourdfrom which he could not
recover. While lying on the field, he suffered intense agony from thirst,
He supported hishead upon his hand, while the rain from heaven was
falling around him, In a little time, quite ‘a pool of water collected in
the hole made by his elbow. If ho could only get to that puddle he
could quench his:thirst, He tried to- get into s position to suck up a
mouthfal of muddy water, but was unable to quite reach it He said,
I never folt such disappointment befors—so needy, so near, and yet so
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helpless. By-and-by night fell, and the stars shone out clear and beauti-
ful above the dark field ; and I began to think of the great God who had
given his-Son to die a death of agony for me,.and that he was up there—
up above the scene of suffering, and above those glorious stars; and I
felt that I was going hometo meet him, and praise him there; and that
I ought to praise Him, here in my wounds- a.nd m'the ram and I began
to sing with my parched lips s
' en I ca.n read my title dledr
To mansions in the skies,
I bid farewell to-every fear,

And wipe my weepmg eyes .
There was & Christian brother in the bu_sh near me. I could not see
him, but I could hear him. He took up the sirain; snd beyond him
another caught it up, all over the battle-field of Shiloh, and long into
the night the echo was I:esoundmg, as we made the field of ba.ttle ring
with hymns of pra,lse to God b

\

Chiliven's Trensnry,

A FAITHFUL SHEPHERD BOY.

ERHARDT was a Cerman shepherd boy, and & noble fellow he
was, although he was very poor.

One day he was watching his flock, which was feeding in

¢ & valley on the borders of a fozest, when a hunter came out of the
Woods, and asked :—

“ How far is ib to the nearest village 2

 Six miles, sir,” replied the boy; “but the road is only a sheep
track, and very easily missed.”

The hunter looked at the orooked track, and said: —

“ My lad, I am very hungry and thirsty ; I havelost my companions
and missed my way; leave your sheep a.nd show me the road. I will
pay yowwell."” -

*« I cannot leave my sheep, sir,” returned Gerhardt. “ They will
stray into'the forest and may be eaten by wolves-or stolen'by robbers:"”

‘“ 'Well, what of that ?’ queried the hunter. * They are not your

\
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sheep. The loss of one or.more wouldn't be much to your master, and
I give you more than’ you have earnedin & whole year.”., .

“1 cunnot go, sir,” rejoined Gerhardt, yery firmly, .< My master
pays.me for my time, and he.trnsts me; with his.sheep. if. I, wezeito sell
my time, which dces nokbelong to.me, and the:sheep:should get lost, it
would be the same as if I stole.them,” .. ,; IRNTY

s« Well,” gaid the hunter, * will you trusk; your sheep withs me while
you go to the village. g,nd get some, food, drink, a.nd aguide? I will take
care of them for you.” ... 1 4 -

The boy, shook his head *The sheep,” sa.xd he, * do not know your
voice, and—,” he stopped speaking. -

*“And what? Can't you: trust me? Do I look like & dxehonest
man ?" asked the hunter,’ an~rﬂy

“Sir,” said-the boy, wxou tried tor ma,ke me false to my trust, and
wanted me to break my word to my mnster how do g know tha.b you
would keep your word to me?"”

The hunter laughed, for he felt that the lad had fa.u'ly cornered him,
He said :— e

«1 see, my lad, that you are a good, faithful boy. I will not forget
you. Show me the road, and I will try to make it out myself.”

Gerhardt then oﬁ'ered the ,contents of his sorip to the hungry man,
who, coarse as it was, ls it glaaly Preseﬁﬂy his attendants came up,
and then Gerhardt, to his surprise, found that the hunter was the Grand
Duke, who owned all-the country around. The duke was-s0 pleased with
the bcy’s honesty that he-sent for, him shortly after that; and had him
educated. In after years, Gerhardt. became a very .great and powerful
man, but he remained, honest; a.ml true to his dymg dq,y,—Our Fireside
Friend,

[

PLA ¥I NG TRI OK S

An eldeﬂy lady was qmte swk no’c longxsmce, in epnsequence of -8
thougltless frick played by two young neighbors. . A few young people
had called in to see the kind-old lady,. when these two;neighburs thought
it would be a fine trick.to put on,two hideous masks, and throw sume old
wrappings about them, and go into the house and see if. they could
frighten_her. The old lady was so terrified, even when.she knew who
they were, that she retreated as far as she-could fo the. opposite side of
the room, trembling in every limb, The next day she was very ill from
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the effects of the fright. The parties. who dxd the mischief were certainly
deserving of very severe censure,

A young lady was once thrown into ¢orvulsions by the sight of a
¢ broom-stick ghost” some thoughtless companions had set up in-the’
corner of hex room. They hid themselves blose by, that they might enjoy
her fright; but their sport was of short. dumtmn She: was subject to
such attacks at times ever afterward.

Another young lady, returning to. her home one evening, was met by
a party of rude lads, who had a frightful-looking jack-o-lantern awmong
them, She was so terrified that.she fell fainting as:soon as she réached
her own door. They laid her upon her bed, and she never rose from it
again, .

Such cruel, wicked play should never bé mdulged in by any one, If
you are urged fo jcin in any sport of this kind, decline at once and
decidedly. Try also to dissuagde others from it, and if you canndt, then
put their victim on his guard. The law of love demands that you should
spoil such sport just as much as it would require you to put out & fire
that would burn down a neighbor’s house. - Health, reason, and even life
itself, have often been sacrificed to such yoolish joking. Ig it worth run-
ning such a risk for a moment’s idle laughter 2—Child’s World.

KINDNESS REWARDED.

In the year 18—, as the mail train, on the Baltimore and Ohio rail-
road, bound west to Caumberland, in charge of the late Capt. George A.
Rawlings, conductor, was approaching Doe Gully tunnel, the engine struck
and killed a cow belonging to the widow of a watchman at that point,
who lost his life in the service.

The accident soon brought to the scene quite a number of the people
living in the immediate neighborhood, and among them the widow of the
watchman and her five small children, who were crying most piteously ab
their loss, and using the most heart-rending expressions,

Rawlings, who was proverbial for his kindness of heart, took up a
collection, the passengers and train men contributing, and he soon eol-
lected over seventy dollars and handed it to the widow.

. With tears in her eyes, she turned fo him and said: * You will
never regret this kindness to the poor widow and her children, and it will
come -homs to you some day or other.”

Time rolled on and the incident was mnearly forgotten, when one
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night Rawlings left Cumberland on his east bound trip in & terrible ran
storm, and after passing through Doe Gully tunnel,-his engineer blew for
brakes in sharp and quick blasts, indicating sudden and unexpected
danger.

The train came to & -stand-still mthm fifty feet of an mmense land-
slide covering the-track. for g distance of fifty yards,close to which a large
bonfire had been built, and standing within: a few feet:of it was the widow,
with. & blazing pine knot in hand, waving it:and shouting :—* Where is
the conductor 2 'Where is the conduotor 2" .

Rawlings soon appeared, and going up to him she ssid:- * 1told you
you would never regret your kindness to the poor lone widow and her
children. I heard the fall of rock and earth in the cut, and I knew you
were coming down, and I built & fire to warn you of the danger. God
bless the man who thought ofthe poor widow.and her children when they
were in trouble. ”-——Bammare Neus. .

LI

Our Study Tnble.

a4 HERE is not perhaps at this present moment a subjeot of more-
:’\fsl importance than the Home. The home, or the family, is an
7l institution as ol1 as Eden, and as sacred and venerable us the
Sabbatk: and marriage. What the Church is, what the State is,
depends on what the Home is. “XFrance,” said Napoleun, ¢ needs
mothers and horser.” We welcome, therefore,. this little treatise on
The Christian Home, by the Rev. Edward Garbett, Canon of Winchester,
(published by the Religious Tract Society, of London,) in 14 chapters.
One sentence will suffice to show the spirit of the book :—* When family
religion is absent all true happiness.is abgent. It is the highest end of
all which alone can keep all the rest in order. It is the central force
which, like the life of nature itself, silent and unconscious, creates beauty
and fragrance through the whole. From this offics of s family priest-
hood, where the head of the house ministers before God, the parental
authority itself derives its sacredness.” .
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“Berore THE Cross;" a Book of Devout Meditation : by Dr. Titcomb,
Bishop, of Rangoon.

Its character and spirif.we gather from the motto-on its tltle page:—

‘ Sweet the moments, rich in blessing i
‘Which before thy cross I spend.”

In tle preface a very wise sentence meets us which is ngeded to widen
the idea of the Cross from bemg asitisto oo many,an instrument or means
of simple pardon. * The grave conqueted, the kmgdom fheaven opened

the eternal inkeritance setured, the mediatorial intercession, the mission of
the comforter, the regeneration and eanvtxﬁcatmn of the human heart,— all
these blessed fruits of the atonement gather as much round the Cross of
Calvery as the forgiveness of sins and the finjshed work of reconocilia-
tion.” This book also has come from that perenma.l fountain of pure
htera,mre, Paternoster Row, London

i

“ Tae OpEN Founmm. By the Rev. Robert Lang.

This is a plain, earhest, practical book, on such points as :—* How to
come to Christ,” ¢ Faith,"” ¢ Assurance,” * Doubts and Fears,” We do
not feel very sure that the writer, & Presbyterian Minister, is altogether
safe from the leaven of what might be ocalled ¢ Hyper-evangelism.” He
pushes for instance his exaltation of faith so far that one is {empted to .
exclaim, «“ was faith crucified for you? Were ye baptised in the name
" of faith?” ¢ Weare saved,” he says, ““by faith alone; not by faith
and works together.” It is true we are justified by faith alone: but
justification is not suleation. Salvation iucludes sanctification and glori-
fication, hence Christians are told to work out their salvation. Weare
not really and fully saved till <“we are vpenly acknowledged and.acquitted in
the day of judgment,” Do not works enter into the final judgment that is
paseed on the saints at the last day ? Yes! fruly. See 2 Cor. v. This
is not the time to cast discredit on works, when the standard of morality
is o Jow among those who are quite sound on the ductrine of ¢ justification
by faith alone.” This book also is by the Tract Society.

Tee New Lire nor tHE HicHeER Lire: By Dr, Pitzer.

In this little book we meet a sentence which.-harmonizss with-what has
been written on the “ Open Fountain.”  Salvation,” Dr. Pitzer says, “in
all its parts is vne. It is the application of the one grace of the one God
to man. The links may be many, but the-chain is one. Believers are
suid to be justified, adopted, regencrated,sanctified, glorified: but-the work
is vne, and Jesus Christ the Son of (Gtod is both-author and finisher.” This
book is by the Philadelphia Board of Publication.




