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The Blessings Procured by the Ascension
of Christ.

A Sermon, Preached ut Champlaun N. Y., Feb. 17

1857, at the interment of Col. Robert Hoyle,

of Lacolle C. E., by the Rev. Canon Townsend ,

M. A, Rector of St. George and St. Thomas.

John XIV 2,3, -* Inmiy Father’s house aie many Man-

sions; ifit were not so, I wou!d kave to{d you.

go o prepare a pluce for you ; and if I

go and prepare a place fur you, 1 will come

agany, and feccive you wno inyself, thatwhere
1'am, there yve may be also.”

There 1s rothing.capable of exercising so strong
an influence on the Dumun tnad, m sustaining 1t
under the difficulties and tnals of hife, ang consoling
it under sorrows, as the hope of future happness,
which the gospe! brings to the sincere believer.

I destitute of this hope, Christians would of all
men be most miserable, for they fully apprehend
the awfalness of the penalty due tosin in the
eternal world ; and the vanities of the present life
have become disgusting to them, since they proved
them to be evanescent and worthless.

But the possession of such a hope, if based on
the word of God’s unfailing promise renders them
wncomparably more bappy, even under the most
aflictive circumstances, than the possession of all
the world’s honours and nches conld make them.

The disciples of Jesus loved their master with
sincere and strong affection, and when He told
of his intention toicave them that He mnght return
to the bosom of his Father, their hearts sank
within them ; their fond but erroneons expecta-
tionsof his temporal kingdom and sovereignty were
disappointed, and they became disconsolate.

It was oa this occasion that our compassionate
Saviour opencd to the hearts of nissorrowsug chuld- |
fen the rich and living spnings ot divine comtort. |
He told them where He was going—to s Father’s|
house. He explained to them m what manner He
was going—n a way that they could not follow
Hium now, but that they should follow Him after-
wards. He unfolded to them the purpose for which
He was going—that He might prepare a place for|
them, He gave them assurance that his parting
from them now was not a finai separation, ** a lttle
while and ye shall not see me, and again a lnttle
while, and ye shall sce me, because 1 go to the
Yather.” He thus raised their drooping spirits
withthe promise, that He would come agan and
receive them to humsell, and recompense them |
fully for all they might do or suffer for hus sake. |
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cription of heaven—that future world of spiritual
existence beyond its general outline, as a region of
putity, peace, and endless joy, we may profitably
devote our attention now to the consideration of
tt:_c briet description which our Losd here givesus
of it.

¢ In my Father’s house are many mansions, >

From all that is revealed of that heavenly world
wherein dwelleth righteousness, we are induced
to belteve 1t to be a place of perfect holiness and
felicity, where beingsot a high and holy nature
dwell 1n an atmosphere of truth and purity, where
the false and the corgupt capnot come, and wicre
pdin, sorrow, and death cannol enter, and we are
led to view 1t as a kingdom of great magnificence
and beauty, unrivalled by any scene of splendour
on earth, and far exceeding the boldest conceptious
of human thought,

To aid our feeble efforts atso subimea cca-
templation, let us look for a moment at the
brief glhmpse of the New Jerusalem, which was
allowed to St. John in his vision of the apo-
calypse. * Its walls were of Jasper, and the city
was pure gold, like unto pure glass, And the
twelve foundations of the wall of the city were
gurmished with all manaer of precious stones.
The first foundatioh was Jasper, and the others
Sapplure, Chalcedony, Emerald, Sardonyx, Sar-
dins, Chrysolyte, Beryl, Topaz, Chrysoprasus,
Jacinth, and Amethyst. And the tvelve gates
were twelve pearls, every gatewas of pearl, and
the street of the city was pure gold, as 1t were
transparent glass.””

Tius description was doubtless intended to cle-
vate our thoughts, and enlarge our conceptions of
the great, beautiful, and happy things, which God
has 1 store for the faithlul and obedient, that our
hearts may be drawn upward to seek the favor
and rightecusness of a being whose habitation is so
alorious. Yet however grand a description this
truly is of God's holy city above, a truly spintual
mind which has subdued its sinful propensities,
and its taste and love for earthly things, will per-
haps see an cqual beauty in the few descriptive
wordsof our Saviour in the text—* Inmy Father’s
house are many mansions,”

Although the whole universe is God's dwelling,
and his presence fills immensity, yet that portion
of his vast domain, where He assembles around
Hia the multitudesof holy and intelligent beings
of his creation, is called by way of eminence * my
Father’s house.™ And of this we could still form

These were the “so.rces of that lively hope wlth“mt a very imperfect conception without some

which He comforted their despondency, the
springs of that cffectual consolation which He

object on carth, with which to compare it; and
He here scems to have reference to the Temple at

poured into their hearts,
As the Almighty has notdeemed 1t expedient to

Jerusalem, that being the most magaificent edi-
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give us in this world, a very full and definite Jes- !fice known to the workl.  And it may be said that

God dwelt there in au especial manneras that was
the focal point of wuishep for the Jewish nation,
and there more than elsewhere, was He specially
revealed to man ; there, the cloud of his glory, the
visible embodiment of the divine Majesty, rested
upon and filled the house that had been built to his
name, and consecrated to his service.

In the human habitations scattered over our

manstont. But in God’s vast house above designed
for his great family, ¢ there are many mansions”
amply sufficient for the accomodation of all.——We
know that 1n the Jowish temple, besides the Holy.

and courts, and rauges of ¢hambers, for the Priests,
for the Levites, and for every other necessary pur-
w0se in that magmficent edifice ;—but whether the
heavenly mansions are to be the receptacles of dis-
tinct classes of the glonfied, the Saviour hath not
declared, 1t1s sufficient for us to know that He
who hath gone to prepare them for us will order
all things just and well, and that 1n those mensions
God will dwell wun s people, and display to
them the most absorbing views of his glory,
which will ill their souls with extatic delight.
« For thus saith the high and lofty One thatin-
habiteth etermity whose name is holy, I dwell in
the high and holy place withhim also thatisof a
contrite and humble spint.” In those mansions
of plessedness, his 1edeemed ones will be permitted
to bekold Him face to face—to sec Him as He is,
and 1o know even asalso they are Known.

These were the cousolations which the Saviour
mangled wilh the announcement of his approaching
depaiture from the earth, to comfort the hearts of
his mousniag disciples ; they had forsaken all and
toilowed Him, i kis humble fortunes, sym-
pathized 16 his manufold sursows, for they loved
Him for the godlihe pecfections of his character,
aud they had sespect unto the recuinpense of the
reward wlich He had promised them. For this
reward of their sacrifices and fidelity, He now
teaches them to look notto this world, butto
heaven. He gives them assurance of the accomo-~
dations which are made for them in his spiritual
kingdom above, for the cestainty of which He ape
peals to hus well koown truthfulgess which bad
never deceived thewn .—* 1f it were not so- 1
would hava told you.” He then proceeds to ac-
quaint them with he reason why 1L was_neces-
sary for Him to leave them and go to the Father,
and the end 1o be accomplished by his ascension
1o beaven, viz ; to prepare a place for them in the
manstons of the blessed, and to send them the

Holy Ghost the comforter to be the perpetual

globe, each individual house 1s 1n itselt a separate”

17 -

of Holies, there were other spacious appartments, ’
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guide and sanctifier of his church to the end of
time,

All the acts and teachings of Chnst while on
coarth, tended to one distinct object—the greatest
good of his people ; for this end, He assumed nur
nature, revealed the great truths of God and eter-
nity, and made atonement on the cross for hvman
trangression, He taught hus discrpies the truths
of human depravity, God’s niercful plau ot re-
demption by a propitiatory sacrifice, the necessivyr
of repentance, faith, and holwess, and the certanty
of a future state of bewng, where rewards amd
punishments will be equitably dispensed, 1t was
for the completion 1n heaven of that great and good
work for the redemption of the lost, which Ile
had begun on earth that Ile was now about to
ascend up thither.—# I go to prepare a place for

ou.” how merciful, faithful, and perserving
was the blessed Jesus, tn accomplishing the bene-
volent work He bhad taken in hand! No labour
could weary Rim, no difticulties discourage Him,
no opposition, human, or infernal, could arrest the
great purpose of his suul—to save & wosld ot sin-
ners from the inisery to which they were con-
demned.  For the completion of his purposes of
merc{, the divine plan_required that the bilood of
a holy vietim should be offered on the alter of
Justice toatone for sin, and that the merits of
that sacrifice should be pleaded before the throne
of God inheaven. That sacrnifice was now about
to be offered on earth in the person of the immacu-
late Jesus; and when that should be accomplished
with all the ciccumstances ot public imnfamy, which
would have attended our punishment, bad we
been forced to suffer the penalty we had incured :
—and when He shall have conquered the last
enemy—Death, by his own resurrection, then will
the everlasting gates of heaven be opened to admit
the conquering Lamb ; for He enters there to com-
plete his labour of love, and to prepare places of
honour and felicity for his redeemed ones.

But the enquiry may arise, what preparation
can be necessary tobe made for them in that
spirit world, where ali 1salready pure and perfect.
It is not indeed to build a bouse, for God’s house
is already there, ¢ not made with hands, eternal
in the heavens.”” It isnot to erect mansions ot
blessedness, for Jesus said that ¢ many mansions”
were already there in his Father’s house. It was
not to make any new arrangements or regulations
ina place, where ¢ Order 1s heaven’s firet law
nor to embellish with any new adornments, where
all is, and ever has been pertect in splendor and
magnificence. But, He prepares a place in those
masions of bliss for his redecmed ones by exhibit-
ing to the Father the Body that had suffered, the
mortal wounds whence the lile blood had 1ssued,—
the human form that had lain for three days in the
tomb of Joseph, now rescued from death by his
own divine energy—as proofs of the completion of
his sacrifice, and the complelion v, the alonement :
The demands of Justice are now satisfied ; the
door of mercy isopened, and He presents the
claims of every true believer in Him, to o seat 1n
those mansions. He preparesaplace in those seats
of blessedness, by taking posscssion of them, as the
Head and representative of his spintual body, for
Christ is the living bead, and all hbumble and de-
vout Christians are themembers of that body. The
resurrection from the dead, and ascension into
heaven of Christ theirliving Head, are pledges
and earnests of theirs also, for where the Head
passes, the members of the body united with 1t are
aure to follow.

He slept the sleep of matenal death, in tne tomb
ot Joseph, the counsellor of Arinathea, asall the
human dead sleep in their graves, and He arose
from death to signify lis victory over the kine
ofterrors. He arose as, ** the first fruuts of them
that slept,” and we know that where the first
fruits are gathered, the general harvest 1s soon to
follow. When He shall come again to fulfil the
promise made to hus disciples, to take them unto
himself, all will be raised from the dark prison of
the grave in the likeness of Chrisls resurrection,
all will ascend in the likeness of his ascension, to
appear before thethrone of God, ¢ whither the fore-
xaner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an Hjch
Priest forever after the order of Melchisedek.”

And whentne solemntnalof the Judgement day
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shall be over, and the separation made between the
Justand the unjust, and tﬂne sentence of acquittal b
pronounced by the Judge. ¢ Come ye blessed of my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world,” then will the sheep of
“hrist on the right hand, know again the voice of
their  beloved shepherd, and follow Him ; the
icavenly bridegroom will lead the way, and the
ransomwed  bride, aflianced by fauth, purified by
sarrifice, and adorned with a robe of spotless
“ighteonsress, will follow Him in to the marriage
supper. If suech were the objects of Christ’s as-
ectsion to the Father, what glotious prospects does
that event open beforeus.  Sin pardoned ; the sen-
tence of condemnation cancelled—divine Justice
satisfied—an offended God reconciled—the stains
nf guilt purged from the soul—anda union andin-
heritance with Christ which will continue forever.
The fuctof his ascension may be considered one
among the few essential truths, which constitute
the foundation of all our hope, for if He in whom
we trust has not ascended up on high, how could
we meet the Judge without ouradvocate. As his
ascension mto heaven is a_proof to all the world,
of his divine mission, and of the comnletion of
that portion of his work, which was to be accom-
phished on earth, so also his retirement from the
field of lus labor and suffering gives us assurance,
that He has gone, as He said to occupy that higher
station in heaven, where He can fully complete
and carry into effect s labor of love.

But lest the weak faith of his disciples should
cause them todespond at his departure from them,
He consoled them with the promise, *“ I will come
again and_recetve you nnto myself.”  When the
Jewish High Priest entered the holy of holies to
offer incense within the veil, his prescribed duty
was then to come forth into the outer courts,
“fo bless the people,” This clearly typified toe
holier ministry of our great High Priest. He has
now entered heaven, the sanctum sanctorum of the
divinity, the vail of our flesh conceals him from
our view, He is there offering o the Father, the
incense of his own meritorious sacrifice,and at his
second advent, in the fulness of time, He will come
forth from heaven to crown his people with bless-
ings indeed. Then his reward will be with Him,
« and unto them that look for Him shall He appear
the second time, without sin unto salvation.”” The
object ot lus next appearance will be to take lus
people unto Himself, to dwell with Him above,
that where He is there may they be also, This
He had promised to his disciplesas a condition of
their engaging in his service, and for their en-
couragement He frequently repeated the declara~
tion, even in his memorable prayer. * Father, 1
will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be
with me where I am, that they may behold the
glory which thou hast given me.” .

O whata bright and blessed prospect is here
unfolded to the view, and to the participation of
all sincere Christians! ‘To keep the eye of faith
steadfastly fixed npon this bright destiny, will be
an effectual antidote against despendency, under
the toils and sufferings of this momentary state.
How wonderful have been the mercy, and conde-
scension of Christ! My Christian brethren, never
let the sound of those cheering words of your
Saviour cease in your ears,—** I will come agan,
and receive you to my self; that where I am, there
ye may be also.”” And see also that ye are ready
for his coming; that ye stand watching day and
night for his appearance, with your lamps replen-
jshed with oil, trimmed and burning—that 1s,1n
the active exercise of every duty of piety to God
and charity to man—that ye may be prepared to
enter with Him, and with all the company of the
sanclified, into those mansions of blessedness pre-
pared for you. L.

But Jet not the careless and unrepenting sinner
think that ke shall thus meet the Saviourof the
world. The Father hath committed all judgment
unto the Son 3 and his judicial seat will then be on
the great white throne of judgment ; there He not
only dispensesmercy and blessedness to the humble
penitent, but the scales of cquity and the sword ot
justice arein his hand, to award strict retribution to
thosc who have despised or neglected his great sal-
vation, Terrible,ndeed,my thoughtless friends, will
be your meeting with Him, unless you take timely
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warning, and awake from your lethargy, and flee
to the Saviour’s cross for protection, and have
your souls morally changed from sin to holiness,
by the washing of regeneration and 1enewing of
the Holy Ghost, andexhibit in your lives the fruits
of noliness.—Then indeed having renounced the
world, and acknowledged your allegiance to the
Saviour, youmay hope in his mercy ; and weet
Him in joy. ‘I'hisserious inquiry into the religi-
ousstate of our own souls, 1 forced upon us -
vidually by the solemn event which has assembled
us at this tme,—the decease of an old and valued
friend,  this community, The dissolution of
that mysterious partnership between the flesh and
spirit, imposes on us the d‘:nly of committing the
manimate form of' our aged brother to the bosom
of our common mother—** earth tocarth, ashes to
ashes, dust to dust,” resigning s material part to
that valley, whence there is 1.0 return to the busy
scenes of mortal life, to await the summons of the
lastday. Death is God’s messenger which severs
those human ligatures which bound heart to heart,
and soul to soul, and causes them to writhe in an-
guish, and death is God’s voice, which speaks to
the living, conveying lessons which must be
understood and learned ; and his voice my sorrow-
ing friends, has in this afllictive providence, been
heard among you by every car, and felt by every
heart, in your domestic and kindred circle, and be
assured, that many other hearts feel for you the
deepest sympathy.—I would fain seek for you an
antidote that can heal thedeep gnief of the widow
and the fatherless, or, at least mitigate the au-
guish, ¢ that carth can not assuage.” Dut it 18
not to the world, norto any of its false nostrums
that I would guide {ou; but I would confidently
refer you to that holy heaven where we trust his
spirit has fled, from whencealone effectual consola-
tions can be drawn—to the God of heaven our
common Father, who hath for wise purposes sent
thisaffliction upon you—to the Lamb of God, the
Saviour, who, in the days of his bumanity, wasa
“manof sorrows, and acquainted with griet,” and
« who is touched with a feeling of your infirmities.
He will send down the holy Spirit the comforter,
if you seek Him in your scrrows.  God’s purposes
are often myslerious to us; He seeth not as man
seeth, for he is wiser than man and he doeth
all things right and well, though we may
perceive it not. He wmay have seen thal
i all your eartbly affections, there lurked
s hidden danger to your souls. He may have
discovered some latent idolatey which deprived
Him of the first place in your hearts, which is his
due. To save you from so grievous a s, this
may be his admonishing voice—not uttered in dis-
pleasure, but in love, He hath transplanted the
spirit of Him you loved, we trust, tohis own gar-
den above ; and in the chastening sorrows you feel,
He calls you to be also ready to join him there,ina
perpetual union with the blessed.—The influences
on the community, of individuals in the common
walks of life, seldom demand extended obituary
notice. The position, however, which has been
held by our departed friend, has never been an
obscure,but a prominent one, and the reminiscences
of more than forty ,years, during which I have
had his acquaintance, and I may say his friend-
ship, have enabled me, I think justly to appreciate
his character. .

Born and bred an Englishman, he brought with
him to the country of his adoption many traits of
character and manners, which distinguish the
middle and higher classes of English society,
which he preserved through hle.” Frank and
social in disposition, polished, coursteous, and gen-
{lemanly in manners, he rendered lis home at all
times the seat of a gencrous hospitality,and though
he may have been strict and even rigid in matters
of business, his heart and his hand were open to
the ciaims of the needy, and i Him the poor have
lost a truly sympathizing fiiend. Though not
strictly speaking,a religious waan in early life,
he always expressed respect and veneration for
the Bible, the church, and its ordinances; and
more secently, hic had manifested a deeper interest
for his soul's salvation, by secking the grace of
God in the sacraments of the gospel. In his ap-
proach to the termination of life, the insufficiency
of all woxdly}depcndcncev-all human trust became
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more and more evident to his awakened percept-
1ong, and after carnestly claiming the divine pro-
mise of rest for the weary and heavey laden, he
surrendered bius conscwus bemg, wlile yet the
tervent, and I trust the ellectual prayer of the
Publhican dwelt on his hps—* God be werciful to
me a sinner.”

Happy willit be for us, if we keep constantly be-
fore our eyes this truth which so many forget,
that God does not require, nor permit the erring
judgement of man to pronounce in word ot thought,
upon the future destiny of his fellow man. ¢ The
Father hath committed all judgement unto the
Son.”—Then let us

“ No further seck his merits to disclose,
* Nor draw his frailites from their dread abode ;

“ Where they alike in trembling hope repose,
“ The bosom of his Father and his God.”

From us other and more appropriate duties are
required :—*¢ Sgek ye the Lord, while He may be
found, call ye upon Him whie He 13 near.”—
God hath sent forth his engel, death into your
midst, and cut down your venerable paront tree §
and the offshoots from his roots are gathered a-
round the fallen trunk to mourn and to bury 1t.
But their duty ends not here. His providences
always convey to the living, some lesson which
they are required to learn, and to lay the mstruct-
1on to their heart. Yo you the present mnstruction
is—*¢ Be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye
think not, the Son of Man cometh® . , .

Hamilton, C. W. January 19, 1857.

The proceedings of a Meeting of Roy-
al Arch Masons held in the City of Ham-
ilton, on Monday, the 19th January, 1857,
convened by a circular forthe purpose of con-
sidering the present state of Royal Arch Ma-
sonry 1n the Province of Canada, aud to decide
upon and take the necessary steps for secur-
g its future welfare and prosperity.

It was on motion unamimously resolved :—

« That the Most Worshipful the Grand Master
Companion Colonel William M. Wilson take
the Chair, and that M. E. Companion Charles
Magill be requested to act as Sceretary.”

PRESENT—
M. E. C. Kivus Tully, P. H. P. nf St. John’s
Chapter Toronto.
Thomas Duggan, do. the Hiram
C. Hamilton.

Do.

Do. Charles Magill, do. do. do.
Do. John Harris, H. P, do. do.
Do.  Thos. B. Harris, do. 81, John’s, do.

F. C. W. C. Stephens.
C. R. Bull.
C. Wm. M. Wilson.

The Meeting having heen thus oreganized,
and the subject for which it had been called
having been intreduced by the M. W. Bro
Wilson. the following preamble wns, afte;
mature deliberation, unanimonsly advpted :—

That the absence in this Province of a
supreme authority for regulating the affaws of
Royal Arch Masonry, having long been at-
tended with serions inconvenience to the order,
and the Grand Lodge of Canada having been
legally and constitutioually established on a
firm and permanentbasts.

It was resolved,—To recommend to an ad-
journed meeting of Royal Arch Masons, to be
held on Tuesday, the 20th instant, at the
Masonic Hall in this city, with the concur-
rence of the M. W. the Grand Master of Ma-~
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sons in Canada, at once to groceed in the | commended in the minutes of the convention

ostablishment of a Grand Royal Arch Chapter
of Canada, on the followinx conditions:—

That the constitution of .the Grand Royal
Arch Chapter of England be adopted < muta-
tis mantandis® as its constitution, and betaken
as the guide in the arrangement of the various
offices of the Grand Chapter with the follow-
ing reservations.

That the principles established by the
Graud Lodge of Canada of making the prin-
cipal offices annually elective, be adopted by
the Grand Chapter.

That in order to assimilato with the usages
of Royal Arch Masonry in the United States,
the three degrees not recognized by the Gramd
Chapter of England, viz., the Mark Master, the
Past Master, and the Most Excellent Master,
shall be taken by all persons to entitle them
1o be admitted to membership, in any Chapter
under this jurisdiction, but that Royal Arch
Masons who may have taken therr degiceain
any regular warranted Chapter, under any
other jurisdiction, may be admitted as visitors
to any Chapter in this Province, when work-
ingin the Royal Arch degree, or in any ilier
degree, which such visitors may have taken,
under a regularly and properly warranted
Lodge or Chapter, and that in conformity with
the foregoing rccommendation the AT W, G,
M. be Ist Grand Principal Z, and the R. W,
D.G. M., be the 2nd Grand Principal H,
the election or appointment of the officers
being left to the convention.

The meeting then adjourned to meet at 6
p.m. on Tuesday the 20th January.

(Sizned,) War. M. Wirson.

The convention reassembled at the Masonje
Tall on Tuesday Evening, January 20, 1857,
at Seven o’clock, when the following Chapters
were duly represented.

The Hiram Chapter, Hamilton, M. E.
Comp. Thomas Duggan, P. H. P.; Charles
Magill, P, H. P.

The St. John’s Chapter, London, A. 8.
Abbott, P. H. P.; Jas. Moffait, H. P.: Wmn.
Francis, P. H. P. ; Wm. Daniel, Scribe.

St. John’s Chapter, Hamilton, M. E. Comp.
Thos. B. Harris, H. P.; J. R. Holden, king

M. E. Comp. Kivus Tully,P. H.P.; (‘omps’
W. M. Wilson, W. C. Stephens, William
Bellhouse, Richard Bull, James Riddel, Henry
Grist, S. M. Rogerson, Mills Harley and
others.

The convention was presided over by M.
E. Comp. Thomas Duggan. . H. P., who
called upon the Secretary to read the cireniar
issued to the varrous Chapters in the Pro-
vinee, which having been read, the transac-
tions of the preceding evening were read and
unanimously approved.

It was, on motion, unanimously I'CSOIVCd’
«That the Grand Chap'er of Canada Le and
is hereby established on the constitution re-

of Royal Arch Masons now read.

It was on wmotion resolved,~—¢ That the
title of the Grand Chapter shall be ¢ Tho Grand
Royal Arch Chapter of Canada.? »

1t was on motion resulved—s¢ That the Grand
Chapter do now proceed to the clection of
Grand Officers to hold office il their succes-
sors are elected or appointed and installed.
The following were then declared duly elect-
ed—N. E. Comp. Wm. W. Wilson, Grand
1st Principal Z. 5 R. E. Comp. A. Bernard,
Grand 2nd do. H.; R. E. Comp. Thomas
Duggan, Grand, 3rd do. J. ; do. William Bell~
house, Grand Tyeasurer; do. Thomas B.
Harris, Graad Scribe E. ; Wilham Daniel,
Grand Scribe N. 3 J. Morrison, Grand Janitor,

The IM. E. Comp. Z. then appointed the
various Committees, for conducting all matters
connieted with the Grand Chapter.

The Convention then adjourned till such
tizne as arrangements had been perfected for
the installation of the Grand Officers,

The Convention of Royal Arch Masons re-
assembled on the 2nd day of April, 1857, at
the Masonic I1all, Hamilton, and resumed its
sitting at 8 p.m.

M. E. Comp. Thos. Duggan, Presiding.

M. E. Comps. Thos. B, Haris, S. B. Cam-
pbell, Charles Kelly, J. E. Smith, J. M,
Rogerson, Colonel Whitehead, J. B. Mathews,
James Riddel, R. A. Woodcock, J. W. Baine,
Jno. Austin, Wm. W. Wilson, G. M., W.C.
Stephens, Wm. J. Thomas, J. Taylor, William
Belthouse, Wm. C. Morrison, F, J. Rastrick,
Jas. McKeown, J. Chillman, Hy. Grist, J.
A. Fisher, Ed. Kelly, Wm. Hartley, A. De-
grassi, J. C. Prosser, Geo. L. Allen, Wm,
Irwin, J. Hodgson, and others.

The Committee appomted to make the ne-
cessary arrangements for the installation of
the Grand Officers of the Grand Chapter of
Canada. Reported—

That M. E. [Companion Czar Jones, P. G.
H. P., of the State of Michigan, has kindly
undertaken to perform thelceremony, and was
now in attendance for that purpose. M. E.
Czar Jones was then introduced, &e., &c.,
and duly installed and invested the following
Grand Officers Elect, cach in their respective
offices—M. E. Comp. Col. Wm. M. Wilson,
the Ist Grand Principal Z. 3 R. C. Camps, Dr.
A. Bernard, the 2ud Grand Principal, H.;
R. C. Comp. Thomas Duggan, the 3rd Grand
Principal, J.; R. C. Comp. William Bell-
house, Grand Treasurer; R. C. Comp. Thos.
B. Hams, Grand Seribe, E.; R. C. Comp.
Wm. Danicls, Grand Scribe, N.; Comp. J.
Morrison, as Grand Janitor.

The Grand Rogal Arch Chapter of Canada
was then proclaimed by tho Grand Marshall
duly installed, with the usual grand honours.
The M. E. Comp. Czar Jones delivered an
address to the assembled Companions.

The Grand Chapter expressed their thanks

to Most Excelient Companion for his
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kindness and the able manner 1 which he

had conducted the Ceremomes.
The Grand Chapter was closed in ample
form with solemn prayer.
THOS. B. HARRIS,
Grand Seriber, E.

The Canadian. Masonic Pioneer is pub-
lished on the first of every month, at Montreal,
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MONTREAL, MAY 1, 1857.

R. W. Bro. Bervarp wishes the Fratermty
to know, that his connection with the Cana-
dian Masonic Pioneer has ceased. Should
he write for it in future. his articles will ap-
pear over his own signuture.

The next number of the Pivncer will ap-
pear on the 1st day of July next, the preserg
proprietors requinng until that time to arrange
matters for its future publication.

Freemasons’ Harr, Loxnox,
13th Maiwch. 1857,

R. W. Brorner,—1 am commanded by the
M. W. Grand Master, the Earl of Zetland. to
assure you of the great anxiety he has ever en-
tertained to maintain the welfare and inteerity
of the Craft, inallits brauches.  ‘The unfortu-
nate differences which have existed in the
Canadas, have received hiz most mature and
deliberate consideration. and he felt himeelf
called uponto state the result of those deliber-
ations to the Grand Lodge, attheir Meeting on
the 4th instant. ‘That nodifliculty or question
should arise, as to the exact statement which
the Grand Master desired to make, His Lord-
ship committed his commnunicationto writing,
and himself read it to the Grand Lodge. Of
that statement, by His Lordship®s comtnand,
1 now enclose you a aithful transenpt. viz :—

1.~ With regard to the Canadas, T regret
«gs muchas any one the present position of
¢t gffairs, and T frankly confess, that T cannot
«but feel that our Canadian Brethren com-
« plain with some degree of truth, that they
« have not received at our hands, all that
< consideration which they might have reason-
¢eably expected. I donotsce thatany ad-
¢ yantago would arise now from re-opemng

e e

‘the eubject of their complaints, the chief
“and great object, now, 1s to amend past
+ ehort comings, and to endeavour to get mat-
‘ters to ran more smoothly for the future. 1
“am bound to gay, however, that I was not
¢ acquainted with the whole atate of affaire
¢ relating to Canada West, when 1 addressed
¢ Grand Lodge on a former occasion, and there
« has been some confusion with reference
¢“1o the so called Independent Grand Lodge
«of Canada, and the Provincial Grand Lodge
« of the same place. With the former, I need
« hardly say we can have nothing to do, they
“have thrown off their allegiance to_ the
«Grand Lodge of England, and that, with-
« out returning the warrants which they hold
¢«under il. To them, I applied the term
<rebellious® and 1 think Grand Lodge will
«agree with me, that I did not wnjustly ap-
¢« ply that term.

2.—Since then I have carefully considered
¢ the subject, I have given itthe best attention
“1n my power, andI have come to the conclu-
« gion that I may without any sacrifice of the
« privileges with which I am invested, as
¢ your Grand Master, make such a concession
“tothem and totheir wants,as will satisfy them.
¢ In vrder that 1 may be understood, I must
call your attention to the requests which were
made to me in the Petition first received.

a.—¢ They Petitioned to have the power of
electing their own Provincial Grand Master.

b.—«That they should retain all fees of
every sort and kind.

c.—«That their Provineial Grand Master
should grant Warrants for new Lodges.

d.—<¢ That heshould be empowered to ap-
point subordinate Provincial Grand Masters.

¢.~¢That Grand Lodge should still retain
a surpervising power.

3.—«This, it will beatonce perceived, would
«be, if granted, to declare them to all intents
“and purposes, a body Independent of the
¢« Grand Ledge of England. T need hardly
«point out to you that this was a course I
<could notconsent to, for it would haveam-
“«onnted to 2 subversion of the constitution
¢ and law, of English Masonry, and liad that
« Petition received a reply, which I much
« wish had been sent 1o it. it could only have
¢ been replied to, by a direet negative. 1 was
“naturally anxious to preserve unimparred in
¢ myown person, and to hand down to my
«guceessor the privileges and prerogatives
¢« with which you have entrusted me as your
«Grand Master, not from any desire on ny
«own, orfor my own personal sake (for let
¢ me assure you, that the appointment of offi-
¢ cers 15 4 very itksome and frequently a very
«unenviable task) but solely as representing
«the Grand Lodge of England. fam as an-
« xious now, as I was then, to maintain the
« pnvileges of the Grand Master intact, be-
« cause I conceive that it conduces tothe wel-
«fare of the Craft, that T shonld do <o0; but

« I have; alter careful consideration snd
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« more full inforn.ation, come to the conclusion
sthat I may afford the relief desired by our
¢« Canadian Berthren, without a eacrifice of
¢ those privileges.

4.—¢ The Canadian Masons coutend, that
s thoy have full and ample means of judging
“who would best eerve their interests and
: those of Masonry, as their Provincial Grand
4 Master, whilst I, at this distance, have not
¢ the same favorable opportunity. [ feel the
« force of that remark, and taking into consi-
«deration all the circumstances, I am pre-
< pared to say, that 1 will consider the propriety
«¢ of appointing, as Provincial Grand Master
“of Canada West, any Brother, whom they
«shall report to me as most acceptable to
«themselves ; they may dothis, ifthey desire
<« it, exither 1n the form of a Resolution of tho
< Provincial Grand Lodge, or m such other
“way ag may be agreed upon ; such nomina-
«tion shall be subject only to my approval, and
«1 need hardly say, that 1 should feel it to be
« my duty in making this offer, not to withold
<¢my nomination of such a Brother, s0 recom-
« mended, unless for weighty reasons, which
¢« 1 should be prepared to juctify. In making
«this concession, I beg it to be clearly under-
‘¢ gtood that I only announcemy own intention,
¢ and do not propose or consent to any alteration
« of the laws; that, in nommating a Provincial
s Grand Master, recommended by the Pro-
« vincial Grand Lodge, I thereby should do so
« of my own free will, and, though 1 may sot
¢ an exampie too, I will not consent to bind,
¢ My suceessor.

5.—¢ As regards the question of feee, |
“have already laid a scheme beiore you.
« which I am told, is recommended for your
« adoption by the Colonial Board, ’

“The present fees payable by the Cana~
¢« dians, are :

“For Registration, 103. of which one half
“ gaes to the Provincial Grand Lodge.

¢ For veruficates, 6s. 6d. : Total, 16s. 6d.

¢ Fees propused by the Grand © aster:

“ Tor Regustration ang Certitieni -, together,
“Ts. 6d.

“The Whule Scale of Fees wil! sand
¢ thus :—

) London.
“Registralion and Certificate L1 7s. 6d.
Country. Foreign & Colomat Lodges,

£0 17s. 6d. £0 7. 6d.
«To fund of Benevolence 0 4s. 0d.
0 2s. 0d. nil.

«1 may <ay that the question of fees is
«matter of secrmlary importance, I am very
< sure that a mere mouey consideration will
«never influence usin our dealings with our
¢« Canadian Brethren.

6.—<«1 have already provided for the 1s-
“«suing of blank Certificates, in such a num-~
« ber, as will prevent any further complants
¢ arismg on that ecore, whils\, as regards the
« issuing of Warraants, T inust remind Brethren
#“that such & power, or equivalent to1t, has
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« glways been oxetcised by the Provincial
« Grand Masters of Colonial Grand Lodges,
« who have hitherto granted dispensations
«for the holding of new Lodges, Warrants for
t¢ which are never refused j this isa matter,
« however, together with that regarding fees,
‘¢ which may properly be left to the Colonial
¢ Board, who will advise us on the mat-
¢ ter,

7.~—¢ Some representations have reached
“me upon the subject of subdividing the Dis-
“ tricts of Canada, and I am inclinea to thuk
“«that, from the extent of the Province,
¢ the number of the Lodges, and the distance
“of many of them, trom any one central situ-
* ation, that it would be advisablo to divideit.
“I have received a communication from the
« Provincial Grand Master of Quebec, und
« geveral Petitions on this subject, and [ may
“state that it 1s my intention, after consulting,
“ with Brethren on the spot, to take steps to
‘« subdivide the district, and to appnint other
“Provincial Grand Masters, so that every
« Lodge, in the Canadas, shall be within re-
«asonable distance of its Provincial Grand
« Lodge.

8.—« There 13 one point more to which 1
e must refer, namely, to the demand that the
« Provincial Grand Master of Canada shall be
“empowered to appoint subordinate Prov. G.
« Masters and Provincial Grand Lodges ; tins,
« I at once say, Icannot consent to. Theap-
« pointment of Provincial Grand Master 2ver
*“has been, and, in my opinton. ought ever
“ toremain a part of the prerogative of the
« Grand Master for the ime being, just as the
«appointmeut of Otlicers rests with the
¢+« Masters of all private Lodges. I haveal-
“ ready stated, that I have determmed on fur-
¢ ther subdividing the Canacdian Distriets and
« ] shall not be slow in listening to the ex-
<« pressed wishes of the Brethren, as to the
* appointment of a Provincial Grand Master,
s«wwho will be aeceptable tothem. T may here
« remark, that thi= determination has uot been
« come 1o, without mature consideration, aud |
« can appeal tu at least une Member of Grand
« Lodge, who takes a great interest iu this
« question, as to the fact ot having expressed
«to lum my mtention to tahe this course, so
« Jong ago as the 3rd of Januury last.

9,—¢] believe that by this concession, |
« ghall not have derogated from those powers
«and privileges which T have received from
«you. My objeet has been, and that, from
s nio selfish mouve. to preserve them-~1 am
¢ equally sure that you have no wish to in-
¢« vage them. The mamtenance of therr alle-
« gjance, by the Canadian Masons, 1sto be
«desired and 1s quite as much for their ad-
« vantage as for ours. I believe that the plan
« T have proposed. and the concessions which
<] have expressed my willingness to make,
« will be satisfactory, both to you aud to our
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‘“‘make this announcement to you at the
“present, moment, as I trust it will be the
“ means of bringing the matterto an amicable
“‘termination und will save any protracted dis-
“cussion in Grand Lodge. I have, I repeat,
‘“given the matter my anxious und attentive
sconsideration. I think that under the cir-
“cumstances You may safely trust thatthe
“ appointinent of Provincial Grand Master will
“be setiled by me, to the satisfuction of the
“ Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada, and the
«¢ s will be camried out by the Colonial
“be... .

10.—¢ 1 trust that I have done justice. 1
‘“‘repeat my regret thatthe matter has not heen
¢ settled before, and I know that [ mayely
“in full confidence on thatsupport, which you
“*.aave never yet with-held from me, m the
s« endeavor to discharge my duty as your Grand
¢« Master.”

I have further to inform you that this com-
munication of the Grand Master was recejved
by a Grand Lodge, of larger than usual num-
bers with great satisfaction and acclamation.

The Grand Master’s object in making this
coramunicetion arises from his desire, that no
time should be lost in your being made ac-
quainted with his views, in order that the
Canadian Masous may have the earliest op-
portunity of availing themselves of the ad-
rantages sought to be conveyed to them by
the proposed concessions offered by His Lord-
ship, or to make any suggestions orobservations
which they may be desirous of submitting to
him.

The Grand Master further commands me to
state, that the arrangements which he has
wade for the future conductof the correspond-
ence and communication of Colonial Lodges,
are such as will secure 1o them, for the future,
& prompt and effectual attention.

The Grand Master directs me to echo the
evpressious contained in paragraph 9, and to
state to you the earnest hope that the conces-
sten he has made to the wishes of the Colunial
Brethiren, will be not only acceptable to them,
aud Le the ineans of allaying those feelings of
irritation which have naturally arisen,but may
also be the means of bringing back to their
allegiance those Lodges, which, he cannot
but think, have lost sight of their best in-
terests in severing themselves from the pro-
tectton of the Grand Lodge of England.

At a later period of the evening, the memo-
rial which had been entrusted to Brother, The
Rev. (G. R. Portal, was presented to Grand
Lodge. No discussion took place thereon, it
being unanumously agreed, upon the motion
Brother Portal, seconded by Lord Panmure,
that, after the announcemont which the Grand
Master had been pleased to make, the memo-
rial shonld te referred to the Colonial Board.

[ have to request that you will commnni-
cate to me. with as little delay as possible,
any gencral suggestions you may desire to

«Canadian Bretaren. 1 thougiit 1t belier o

101

s T T g T e i P -

make, together with your views n reference
to carrying out the desire by the Grand Mas-
ter, in paragraph 7.

[ have the honorto be fraternally,

R. W. Prov, Grand Master.
Your obedient Servant and Brother,
WILLIAM H. WHITE, G. S.
Tothe Honorable
WILLIAM BADGLEY,
Provincial Grand Master, Montreal.

QuEeBke, 3rd April, 1857,

My Dear Grasp SecrETARY,—7The accom-
paying document reached me by this even-
ing’s mail, and its importance is so great that
[ hasten to transmit it to you for communica-
tion to the Lodges in the District. [t is grati-
fying to perceive that the M. W. Grand
Master is actnated by every proper Masonic
feeling concistent with the high position and
responsibilit’e= of his office ; but, at the game
time, is prompted by a very considerate and
proper feeling inconneetion and intercourse
with his Canadian Brethetn, exemplified in
the determination expressed in his address
to Grand Lodge, on the 4th ultimo. With the
solitary exception of consenting to the appoint-
ment of an Independant Grand Master for the
Provimce, 1n which, of course, was involved
that of the appointment of subordinate Provin-
cial Grand Lodges and Masters, the Grand
Master appears to have conceded, and will
sanction the concession, tothe Canadian Ma-
sons, of every point which has been claimed.
The present district will be broken wp, and
smaller and more convenieut ones formed,
whereby every'Lodge will have its own local
and near Grand Lodge.

The Provincial Grand Master of each of
these will, of course, be selected by them-
selves, and, doubtless, it may i« assumed,
always approved.

The fees of every kind will be reduced to
7s. 6d., amere nominal sur. for the enregis~
tration of Canadian Brethren among the Bro-
therhood of English Masons, with all present
and existing advantages of the connection,
notwithstanding the reduction or abnegation of
fecs.

And Provincial Lodze Warrants will be
granted by the Provincial Grand Masters. It
is possible that, for these, a return of their
number may be desired to be made known,
either annually or semi-annually. .

In all tlus, the desire of the Grand Master to
maintain the unity and close conection of
English Masons with cach other, and their
great and venerable Mother Lodge, is mani-
festand gratifying, and cannot fail to be ap-
preciated, whilst his action, with respect to
certificates, is a satisfactory announcement
that delay will no longer exist with respect
tothem. 1 have only to add that immediate
attention will be given to representations from

the Province.
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The accompanying document has reference’
in terms, to the Provincial Grand Lodge ol
Canada West ; but it embodies suggestions of
main importance made by myself, principally
on the subdivision Jof the existing Districts
and the issuing of Warrants: and it may be
assumed, therelore as applying to the Lodges
in Canada generally.

Under these circumstances, and m view
not only of the necessity for prompt actio!
upon the subject matter of the document itself,
but, so far as I am personally concerned, of
my early withdrawal from my present office,
it is my wish that you would cause the docu-
ment and the communication to be generally
printed and circulated for full information of
the Lodges under my jurisdiction aswell as of
all English Masons; so that, at the next
meeting of the Grand Lodge for tlus District,
the Lodges and their representatives, and the
members of the Grand Lodge, may come pre-
pared with some definite plan or mode for
meeting the Grand Master’s suggestions, and
for the immediate normnation of Provincial
Grand Masters for the new Districts. I have
taken upon myself to statc my wish in respect
of these nominations, becavse it is my persua-
sion that the recommended subdivisions, of
approved in P. G. Lodee as well as the nomi-
nations, will meet with the immediate concur-
rence of the Grand Master. The District
Lodges will be in a more independent and
social connection with cach other and much
delay and annoyance will be thus avoided.
My suggestion cannot but recommend itself
1o all the well-wishers of the craft who desire
to maintain English connection, and, at once,
not only relieve themselves from present dif-
ficulties, but tend, it is to be hoped, to renewed
fratemal feeling, even among those who have
estranged themselves from us.

It is not the least agreeable part of my duty
to know that no hasty or imprudent action has
been taken, cither by myself, or the Grand
Lodge, under the unpleasant differences¢
which have existrd, for nearly two years past.
Forbearance ha been reproached to me on
one side, whilst not 2 little taunting has been
thrown out on the other. The time hascome,
however, when it is seen that impatience and
excitement would have been premature and
culpable, and when, it is to be hoped, a gene-
ral good feeling may prevail.

T have been compelled to allude to myself
and my early resignation of office, which I
have only retained to this time, with the view
and in the hope of being entrusted with the
announcement of some such measures as those
submitted. The constant eccupation, in other
duties reminds mo that my office should be
filled by some one, not morc zealous or more
anxious for the interests of the craft, but who
will have more time and better talents to ap-
ply to the performance of its duties. After
upwards of 30 years, I may say, constantly
and actively connected with the Institation,
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I may think myself entitled to withdraw from
the burden and heat ofthe day ; and it will,
therefore, be my purpose to announes 1o the
Provincial Grand Lodge, at its next meeting,
that my letter of resignation will accompany
the report of its proceedings, to the Grand
Master in England.
it is my desire, therefore, carnestly and for-
cibly to impress upon the Lodges the propricty
of altending the next meetingof the Provineial
Grand Lodge, fully prepared to make the ne-
cessary representations to the M. W. the
Grand Master.
I have the honorto be,
V. W. Sir and Brother,
Yours fraternally,
(Signed), W. BADGLEY, £. G. .
Of Montreal and William Hemny,

To
The V. W. Bro. J. Q. MorraTT,
Provincial Grand Secretary.
(A True Copy.)
OGILVY MOFFAT, P. G. Sec.

Provincial Grand Lodwe,
District of Montreal & William Henry.
Montreal, 9th  April, 1857,

V. W. & DEar Sir & BroTuer,~By com-
mand of U,e R. W. the Provineial Grand Mas-
ter of this District, T have the honor of trans-
mitting copy of a statement made by the M.
W., the Grand Master of England, the Earl of
Zetland, to the United Grand Lodge, at the
Quarterly Communication, held in London, on
the 1th March last, with reference 1o the pre-
sent position of Masonic aflairs i Canada,
and to it, as well as to the letter from the R,V
the Provincial Grand Master of the District
accompanying tho same, I have to reques,
your pasticular and earnest attention and con-
sideration.

T have the honor to be,
Dear Sir and Brother,
Yours truly & fraternally,
OGILVY MOTFFATT,
P. G. Secy.

The old adage, that ¢ drovwning men catch
at straws,” is certainly exemplified to a con-
siderable extent in the apparent avidity with
which the expiring authorities—the Provincial
G. M. and his Secretary, at least of the Dis-
triet of Montreal and William Henry, gracp at
the gracious words uttered by the Grand Mas-
ter at the March meeting of the Grand Lodee
of England. His Lordship, indeed, <aid no-
thing aboutthis or any other Provineial distriet
except Canada West.  But the P.G.)M. seems
to think, it may be assumed, that his remarks
may have reference tn Canada—generally.
Supposing this to be the case, which is after
all mere assumption, we can see no advan-
tage which can result from it. The so-called
concessions come too late, and are of too am-~
biguous and forced a character to avail any-
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thing in the settlement of Canadian masonic
affairs.  In fact, no real concessions ars pro-
posed.  Provineial Grand Lodges always had
the right to recommend a brother for the office
of Provineial Grand Master, and the Grand
Master always had the power to do just what
he now says he shall be ready to do—unless
for causes which he shall be prepared to jus-
tify—to appoint such Brother. In this we have
nothing new—no action of Grand Lodge—no
change of law—no established policy—no
binding future—Grand Masters—nothing at all
worth a straw.

As to granting warronts, we cannot see that
the slightest intimation is given that any such
power will be allowed to Provincial Grand
Lodges,— notwithstanding the eccstacy into
which the bare mention of the thing seems to
bave thrown our Provincial Grand Master.
Indeed, the Grand Master of England distinet-
ly states that he will consent to no change of
the estabhished laws of Grand Lodge, and with-
out such change Provineial Grand Lodges can
never do more than they have always done—
issue dispensations, but not warrants.

Placing in the hands of Provincial Grand
Masters blank certificates to be used when
required, would doubtless prove a convenience
and one which colonial masons ought always
1o have enjoyed. No law, regulation, or any-
thing else but a short-sighted policy has ever
existed to prevent it.

Auy advantage to Canadian masonry which
might possibly arise from a diminution of
Grand Lodge fees, would be more tisan coun-
terbalanced by the proposed scheme of divid-
ing the Provinee into a large number of dis-
trict~. 'T'o think of such a scheme as applica~
ble to Lower Canada is perfectly nbsurd.
Neither the Provineial Grand Lodge of Mon-
treal and William Henry, with about a dozen
lodges, nor that of Quebec and Three Rivers,
with three lodges, has ever been able to do
more than barely pay the expensesof meeting
once or twice a-year.  Tobuild masonic halls,
establish masonic libraries, found asylums for
the aged, infirm and helpless, or to do any-
thing else which the benevolent spirit of ma-
soury contemplates, was never thought of,
We rememnber well, when an application to
the Provincial Grand Lodge of Montreal and
Willam Henry for the pitiful sum of £5, (a
sum which several of the private lodges had
advanced) for the relief of a poor widow and
her three or four hitle orphans, was rejected
on the ground of no funds. Where now, we
ask, are the ledges to be founa n this section
of Canada, to make wp the Provincial Grand
Lodges, the orgamization of which the P. G.
M. so strongly recommends? There are tuo,
and two only—=St. Paul’s and Dorchester—
which have not affiliated with the Grand Lodge
of Canada, within the limits of this district ;
and there are three, and three only, within the
limits of the District of Quebee and Three Ri-
vers. How many Provincial Grand Lodges,
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besidos the two now claimed to be in exist-
enco, would the P. G. M. have organiscd by
these five private lodges?

Nor is the scheme ene whit more applicablo
to Westemn than to Eastern Canada,  Itisuot
division but union which Canadian masonry
requires. The Provincial Grund Lodge of
Canada West has alrcady repudiated thus split-
ting-up plan, and expressed tho strong con-
viction that nothing short of ¢ entire masonie
mdependence” will satisly the wants of Ca
nadian masons. The sooner this fact is con-
ceded and acted upon by all parties, the bet-
ter will it be for masonry.—not in Canada
alone, but in England and the world over.

AN ANTI-BILLIOUS PILL FOR MAS-
SACHUSETTS.

‘Though we have been favoured, since our

last Report, with no direct connnunications
from the new Grand Lodge of Canada, yet
many outside of that Province had taken up the
subject of theirrecent organization ; and hence,
in view of our remarks of last year,we feel cal-
led upon to notice it. Your Commiitee, to-
wards the conclusion of their Report of last
yedr, embodied m full the communication
from Canada, and say, that “takmg all
that is stated in the Canada documem as
strictly correct, (as we fully believe 15 the
case,) we think the orgamcation of the
Grand Lodge of Canada, right and pro-
per, and that this Grand Lodge ought at once
to tender to her the right haud of fellowship.”
But as our Report of last year was made after
the close of the Grand Lodge, it had ne oppor-
tunity te express its views thercon. Since
that Report, we find that the Grand Lodge of
California has declined to express an opinion ;
that tho Grand Lodge of the Districtof Colum-
bia, after recognizing its organization, reconsid-
eredits action,and further expressed no opinion
wailing for further information®; and several ot
the other Grand Lodge have pursued a simi-
Jar course. By the Grand Lodge of Massachu-
setts, however, a charge of rebellion has been
made against our Canadian Brethren, and all
Masonic intercourse strictly forbidden with
that Grand Lodge, or any Lodge or individual
having any connection therewith. The
Report of the Committee of the Grand Lodge
of Massachselts, towhom the subject was re-
ferred, occuptes nine pages, and probably con-
tains all that can be said on that side of the
question, and as we are dispesed to take
the opposite side, we shall, in reviewing it,
give our reasons at some length.

After givinx a sketch of the reasons which
led to the movement, and the transactions m-
cident thereto, taken, in the main, from the
communication published in our last Report,
the Massachusetts Committee say «that here
is a case almost new in our Lasome experi-

*This is an crror. The Grand Lodge of the
District of Columbia re-affirmed its resolution re-
coguizing the Grand Lodge of Canada.—E. M. P.

ence, involving principles of the highest im-
portance—apuealing strongly (o our sym-
patlues as freemen—and requiring that pru-
dence and caution whereby we may avoud be-
ing led through those sympathies intou course
inconsistent with those well-tried principles,
wluch have so long secured peace and tranqui-
hty withimn the borders of this Grand Lodge.”
‘This is all vay well as a self-given
caution j now, let us see how well 1t is fol-
lowed, They say, ¢ the naked question to be
met is briefly as follows, viz.: whether it is
consistent with the reeognized laws and
customs of Freemasonsy, for any portion of the
Lodges undera partientar jurisdiction to secede
from its paient body, without its consent,
and to formn of their own authonty, a new body,
having an independent existence and inde-
pendent powers.”” Though this question is
not exactly fair, we will, for the purposes of the
argumen, taket asit is put.  Asaprelimin-
aty, « the principles which have always, by
common consent, governed the relations of
the various Grand Lodges of this country with
cach other and with foreign countries,’” must
be defined.  Let us see how this 1s done by
the Committee. They say that <« the leading
prnciple is, that each Grand Lodye in the
United States rules and govemns, without in-
terference from any other, all Lodges wathin
the civil jurisdiction of the State in which she
is situated, holding the Teritories as common
ground, wherein cach Grand Lodge is frece to
charter Lodges at pleasure, until cach Terri-
tory, by -ing regularly admitled into the
Uuion a « Slate, acquires therightto form
@ Grand Lodge for itself.’ The first portion
of this prnciple is correct,—no one di-“u-
tes it,~bnt it is wholly inapplicable to the
case in haund, so far as we can perceive,
without the addition of the clause, ¢ until each
Territory, by being regularly admitted into
the Union as a State,” cte., put by us in
italies, and the correctness of which we dis-
tinetly deny, and the assumption of which
as correct by tho Massachusetts Committee, is
simply begging the question, and is the pointto
be proved. To-be-sure, they go on to say that
they ¢¢are aware that this ( thatis, the forma-
tion of a Grand Lodge) has sometimes been
done before admission as a State ; but although
it may be alleged in excuse that Territories
are States in process of formation, we still
think the practice illegal, and not to be justi-
fied wm any case.” What has become of
«the principles which have -always,
by common consent, governed?  Where
is an indication of the common con-
sent to be found? What has been the
coramon practice but directly the opposite of
what the Massachuselts Committee state?
‘There is nothing to support the principle
claimed but the simple ipse dizit of the Mas-
sachusetts Committee. Who ever heard it
declated that the Masons in Florida, Minne-
sota, Oregon, and Kansas were in open rebelli-

s

103

A At
on? Whose consent have they cver obtained
but their own to the formation of their Grand
Lodges? Whose did they require? And-
have they not been recognized—yes congratu-
lated even—by nearly every Grand Lodge in
the world, including the Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts, on the tormation of their Grand
Lodges? .ind has that Grand Lodge ever
dreamt of suxpending all Masonic intercoureo
with these, our sister Grand Lodges, their
constituents or members, for open rebellion or
any other cause 7 Of course not.  As we in
substance have said before, we most emphati-
cally deny that it 43 « principle untversully
received by conunon consent, that until each
Territory has been regularly admitted into
the Unionas aState, the masons therein have
not the right, if sufficient in numbers, to form
a arand Lodge for themsclves. It is the op-
posite doctrine which has always been ac-
quiesced in by common consent, and the
Massachusetts Committee are the firat to de-
clare it illegal, when it has become necessary
for them to doso to sustain what otherwise
would be an anlenable position. The argu-
ment might here be closed, but as the Report
under review abounds in other fallacies, we
propose to follow 1t through.

The Committe say that « with regaid to the
Lodges of Great Britain and Ireland, the case
is exactly analogous to ours. Neither of these
Grand Lodges charters Lodges within the
bounds of the others, though all do so in the
Colonies, just as we do in,the Territories.”
This point is correctly stated, but did not the
Committee see that it was fatal to the conclu-
sion at which they wished to arrive?  But their
inconsistency still continues, for in the very
next paragraph but one, they say, “We are
now called upon to recognize, as a Grand
Lodge, a body formed on different principles
from ourown?? How so? Wasnot Canada
common territory to the Grand Lodgesof Eng-
land, Ireland and Scotland, just as our Terri-
tories are to our sister Grand Lodges? Was
itnot occupied by the three Grand Lodgesin
common, as the Grand Lodges of the several

States occl:lpy the Territories of the United
States? And isnot Canada more on an equality
with Ireland and Scotland, in civil and politi-
tical rights and privileges, than Minnesota
is with Massachusetts ? What body of Masons
in a Tertitory or new State did ever ask the
consent of their several parent Grand Lodges
to the formation of 2 new Grand Lodge. On
the contrary, they first organized their Grand
Lodge, generally sc soonas three Lodges would
consent, whether a Territory or State—pro-
claimed themselves as the equals, the peers,
of the oldest Grand Lodges in the: world—took
their stand as such, and were ma:ntained in it.
What have the Masoas of Canada done more
than this, except to bear, for a long number
of years, with a Grand Lodge who cared for
them only as a source of tribute and extortion 2
—who never listened to any of their calls for
redress, and never took any special notice of
them, except to send men to rule over them.

We say, then, that we are called upon to re-
cognize, ag a Grand Lodge, a body of Masons

formed ¢on exactly analogous principles to
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our own 3> that it wag in commen territory,
and under no gingle jurisdiction ; that it did
not vesort o revolution, nor close its doors
upan all explanation or concesston 5 and while
acting strictly by its own autherity, and by
virtue of its own inherent powers, did so un-
derthe example of every precedent which the
annals of Freo Masonry affords. TFor these
and similar reasons, we are for giving them
the right hand of fellowship, aud if our con-
neetion with them in this be such as to de-
prive us of *all Masonic intercourse® with
our Brethren of Massachusetts, ~o be it ; for
though that intercouse be a source of the
highest pleasure 1o us, we e willing to fore-
go it in the cause of truth and right.—Report
of the Comnuttce on Forcign Correspond-
ence, to the Grand Lodge of' Louisana.

‘The Grand Lodge of Louisiana adopted the
report of the Committee on Correspondence,
and recognized the Grand Lodge of Canada.

It is our painful duty te amnounce the death of
Brother ¥ear, late an employee with tie Grand
‘Trunk Railway Company, and a member ot the
Lodge of Social and Military Virtues, No. 1,
C. R. Brother Fear was unfortunately kitled in
the discharge of his auties at the starting of the
train from Sherbrooke. e was uch and deser-
vedly respected by ail who had the pleasure of his
acquaintance, and was attended to the grave by
the members of Victoria Lodge, Sherbrooke, by

whom he was buried with Masonic honors,
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GILKISON & MALLOCH,

Barristers, Attornies at Law, &e¢.,
BRANTFORD, C.W.

PHOS. RAWLINGS,
Accountant, Conveyancer and Custom
House Broker,
BRANTFORD, C. W,

November 1, 1856.

F. J. RASTRICK,
Architect and C€Civil Engineer,
Hamilton, C. W.

ALFRED BARTON,
Commission Merchant & General Agent
BOWMAMNVILLE, C.W.

June, 18536,

CANADA STAINED GLASS WORKS
21 Notre Dume Slreel,
(N2ar Doxreaxa’s lHoreL)
MONTREAL.

J. C. SPENCL,
ANUFACTORER of Stained, Painted, Fme-
M bossed and Figuied Enamel Glass for the
windows of Churches, Public Buildimgs, Stean-
boats, Hotels, Staircases, Halls, Side and Pannel
Lights, &e., &c.

Gilding and writing on Glass, Figures, Coats of
Arms, Monagrams, and every description of £ccle-
siastic, Heraldic and Domestic Stained Glass.,

Designs and Estimates furnished on application
Specimens may be seen at the Office.

June, 1836.

R. 1. FOWLER,
PROFESSOR OF MUSIC

9 St. Do3INIQUE STREET,
MONTREAL,
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T. IRELAND,
CARD AND SEAL ENGRAVER,
26 Great St. Jamnes Street,

MONTREAL.
November 1, 1856,

ALEXANDER McGIBBON,
WHOLESALE & RETAIL
Giroeer.Wine, Ale & Spirit Merchan

No. 134 Notre Dame Slreet,
MONTREAL.

t

PAUL MONDOTU,

Passenger Agent, Vermont Central R.R.,
No. 65, Commissioners Streel.
MONTREAL, C.E.

Juue, 1856,

"ON DRAUGHT.
SALT & Co’sEAST INDIA PALE ALE

From Burton on ‘Lrent.
DOUBLE EXTRA STOUT.
SHAKSPEALRE INN
St. Francois Xavier Street,

GERORGE LULIIAM.
June, 1356,

Abo, Guiness & Sons

‘: FRANCHERE, TOURVILLE & Co,,
COMMISSION MERCHANTS

AND
FLOUR. GRAIN AND PORK DEALERS,

No. &, Conunon : i, Gillespie’s Builaings.
All orders and consigninents made to them will
wmeet prompt attention and quick returns.
June, 1836,

i COLEMAN’S
MONTREAL HOUSE,

CUSTOM-HOUSE SQUARE,
MO N T RSB A I,
J. W. COLEMAN.

June, I8N0,

+British Commercial Life Assurance Co.
; O LONDON,
cmpowered by Act of Parliument)

CIslablished 1820,

CaAPrrst AND asskrs L1,000,000 dra.

Prospectuses and all information can be had at
ithe Oftices of tiue Company, No. 12 Great St.
James Street, Montreal,
* PRILLIPS, GRAVELEY, DUFRESNE & Co.,
| Jgenls.

British American Friendly Society
OF CANADA,

' (Incorporaled Iy Special At of Parligment.)

i Established in 1503 for the Assurance of Life and

Health,
CAPITAL, £100,000.

THE OTTAWA HOTEL,

Grear Str. JavMes STREET,
MONTREAL,
CONDUCTED IN THE AMERICAN STYLE,

HE OLTAWA HOTEL stands in the very
T heart of the business partof the City, beiny
in the same street and within two minutes walk
of the Post Cffice and Banks.

The PARLORS and BEDROOMS are light,
airy and well venulated; the TABLE is always
supplied with the best to be found in the Markets;
and the WINES, LIQUORS and CIGARS are in-
variably of the ¢ oicest brands.

CARRIAGES will be inattendance at the Rail-
road and Steambcat Depots, on the arrival of Cars
and Boats.

A. LIOFFNUNG,
MOTRE DAME STRELET,
MONTREAL,

Facmy St Lawrence Main Sireet,

Importer of Geneva Walckes, Fine Gold Jewellery
of every desceriplion, Electro Sllw{cr Spoons, Forks,
Cruets, Cake Baskets, &c., Papier Maché Ware,

17y

Clocks, Musical Instruments and Faacy Goods,:
the whole of which will be offered at pri e« that;

defy competition.
Masoxic JEWELLERY manufactured to order.
June, 1856.

—

STERNBERG & HIMES,
MERCHANT TAILORS,

141 Nolre Dame Sirect, Montreal,
Wholesale and Retatl Clothiers, and Manufactu-
rers of Hats, Caps and Furs. AMasome Clothing,
Jewels, Workwyg Tools, &e., &e.

June. 1336.

C. BRYSON, i

CCOUNT BOOK Manufacturer, General

Bookbinder, Paper Ruler and Stationer,!

Wholesale and Retail, No. 30 St. Francois Xavier
Street, Montreal.

Sells for cash only at unusually low Prices, and
makes no Second Price.

}
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\ Head Ofiice, 12 Greal St. James Street, Monéreal
i With other Branch Offices through British North
Awmerira.

Prospectuses, Reports, Formms of Application,
-and all information will be furnished at the Head
1Office or at any of the Branch Offices.

JAS. H. PHILLIPS, President.
Davip Henrer, Seey.

July 1, 1856.

PHILLIPS. GRAVELEY, DUFRESNE & Co.,
Life, Fire, end Marine Insurance Agents
: and Brokers,

Orrrces :—No. 12 Great St. James Street, Mon
treal ; No. 16 St. Lows Street, U. T., Quebec.

July 1, 1836.

THOMAS BRODIE,
EASTERN HOUSE,

BOWMANVILLE.
July 1, 1856.

A. WILSON,

CONFECTIONER,
Corner of Notre Dame and St. Peler Streets.
MONTREAL.

July 1, 1336,

g AGENTS FOR THE PIONEER. -

Thos. Camnyyeenn..n. Brockville, C.W.
W. C, Morrison,..... ‘Toronto, C.W.
H. Gristyecvnevvnnans Hanulton, C.W,
Alex. S. Abbot,......London, C.\V,
I A. Barton,.ceevnoenn Bowmanville, C.W.
I, Geo. Duncan,..... ~ .. Windsor, C.W,
: Ths. Rawlings,......Braatfowd, C,W.
I G. H. Napier,........Mclbourne, C.E.
W. A. Osgood,.......St. John’s, C.E.
E. Gusten,....... .+ «Stanstead, C.E.

K. Douglass,. . ... ...Lacolle, C.E,

3, W, Johaston.. .. ...Clarenceville, C.E.

J. Douglass Wells.. Vankleek Hill, C.W
W. A. Hggs..... Stratford, C.W.

——— Povellyeas a0 Sitcoe

Alex. Simpson,. ...Quebec.
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