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f.é;R;EMABKs 0\1 THE TRA])E OF TBE SEVERAL DEPAmmms, AND
ON THE SIIIPS AGGOUNTS |

s Ontﬁt 1844. g Ontﬁf 1875 : Ontﬁt 1876 ; -ﬁ‘
General Goods .. .. e en 3940,8'67 i .]3,,716,9’91 ~$s‘7.7‘,5sop \
Cana.dmnnndAmencanGoods b 22084 | 11L702 | 122476 |
" Country made Articles . ce e | 028,798 | 30,540 | 29,031 f ot
Country Produce .. . .. . .. | .102,168 | .. 97139 | 83360 | -
. LiveStock .. .. .. ..:o| - 63,663 |- 41,264 | - 58,527 |
: OuhstandlngDebts ..l eamae0 | 193,884 | 162,609 |
Cash . e w0 81,938 | 34,994 31,086
- - Advancss for next Outfit ol 92,960 | 153,046 |, 339,806 |
Reopairs. andImprovements v ee | 84,058 | - 39,808 | 36653 .| .
Freight .. .. Gl e 13,464 | - 3,063 | . 3003 | ...
Axticles at ﬁxedpnces e 2024 | 6978 | 8215 |
ShJPSn.ndSteamers ciew e | 88377 160,465 122210 | oo
ot al 's1,737,592' 31",5'8‘9,370 : 31,869,626":,,',:" LN

The l'xrge increase in the amount of “ Advanccs for next Outﬁt,” 1s due to the fact ‘
that a larger amount of goods has been indented for’ and supplied than. the wants of the
various Districts in Qutfit" 1876 required. These advances are represented by goods-either . -
on hand at. Fort Gurry for interior Districts or on the way to them. . In; the case of" A.thabasca C
and McKenzie River Districts goods are always ordered two years in advance. ﬂ ‘

Under the head of < Ships and Steamers,” an’ increase has token' place since” 1874 on

account of the ’bmldmn of the Saskatchewan and Lake Steamers. The valuations® of ; 1hese o

steamers are annually reduced by a deduction of 15 per cent for wear and fear.
The supplies from England hme been as follows:—= o

COutfit 1874 .. .. . el ai o -~£ss,452
w 1875 .. . L. .. ... 92,516
, 1876 .. .. S 145,578

Goods are also purchnsed in Cu.nada and the Umted States for the Northern Depurt-
ment, in payment of which Drafts are made on the Company in London.
- The Supplics from England for Outfit 1877 were reduced to £59,377. » :
Bills drawn on the Company in the Northern Department for Outfit 1876, amounted‘
to £30,116, while the remittances on the same account have been £21,000.
The Returns of the Department bave realized the following amounts :—

Outfit 1874 .. = .. - .. .. ee .. 8160372 .
. 1875 .. .. .. .. e 126,492 )
., 1876 .. - .. : .. 111,248
In the Country Accounts they are \alued as follows = B
Outfit 1874 .. .. .. .. $761,643 = £152,328
Sy, 1875 .. .. L. 713,994 = 142,798
S, 1876 .. . .. . 597,332 = 119,466

" The trade of the Northern Department for these’ Outﬁta has produced the followmo '
result on these vuluatxons, namely :—

Outfit 1874, on apparent Profitof .. .. $398,730 = £70,746
. 1875 T, oo e 150,000 = 30,000 .
, 1876 ” ce e 74,266 = 14 850.
: "‘And the actual result bas been— e
’ - Outfit 1874—Profit .. .. .. .. .. £79,748 -
S, 18TE L .. 5,209
5 1876, L. ' s

snb_]ect to 'the (.harge for interest on Cnpxtul. employea, and the propomon of permanenv
: e*cponses in London ,



" RESULTS OF TRADE

The fo]lomng is a Statement of the Pmﬁt and Loss Account of the Northern Depart~ -
mentasmadeupatForthrry-— -

Districts. - ' o;w,{_xsﬂr . Outéit 1676, ;  Outhi18%.
\ Proft. | Loss. | Profit | . Lom Proft. | Low.
McKenzie River . .. = .. | $35,000 — 323,000 _— i = - $4,500
Athabasca .. .. .. | 69,000 — | 56,000 — | $28,000 -
English River -« .. |-30,000 = 5000 | — i 10,000 -
Norway House . 13,000 — — 31,‘100‘ : 1,700 -
‘Edmonton .. .. .. | 83,174 — 6,484 —_— 1,209
Saskatchewan.. .. .. 66,930 | — 19,031 _ - 7,384
Cumberland .. .. .. . 85270 — 14,607 - 8,285 -
Swan River .. .. = .. 29,42 —_ 18,419 — 16,448 —
LaclaPluie .. .. .. 4,620 ~ 1,448 — - 3,218
Manitoba. e L = — 1,084 - 5,813 —
rork Factory.. .. .. 13,058 - 10,387 —_ — 10,511
Chtwchill .. .. .. 9,06 — | 5831 — 3,838 —
Severn.. .. .. .. 6,160 — | 4186 | — 1,104 -
Island Lake .. .. 21,446 — | 1058 . — 3,355 -
Trout Lake .. .. .. 17,482 |  — ! 6246 | — 1 6432 -
( Portagels Prairie .. ‘ — ; 3,442 ‘ - = 1 7,376

Poplar Point .. -2 =] a8 o — 64 . —
Z| White Horso Plains .. | = ' — | 4340 L - am2 | -
§ Georgetown .. ce 2 .- ; - 4,009 — ‘ 6,968
é Pembina.. .. .. I ’:;- — , 6,663 - 6,171 -
Z| Point Coups .. = = 1 - = s
é St. Annes .. .. R L —~ — i 2,383

St. Boniface .. .. E —_ 2,207 — —_— i 591

Lower Tort Garry — | 6,279 - — | 3,216
‘Red River .. .. .. 12,548 — ~ — - — -
Depot .o .o ae e o — — i — -— — 3.055
Merchandise Account . 11,926 — ' 11,602 - 56.326 —
Gustomers (bad, debts ot Fort ':

Garry — 1 $8,388 | — 9932 | — - 4837
Furs Purchnsed 4,343 ' — , - 16,771 5 — 15,326
Returns of Trade .. .. = — ! 6 ¢ — | 7,390 i — 1 2693
Steamer « Colvile” .. o= = - 7,764 ; — 418
Steamer « Northeote ” .. — J — 2,520 1\ — Lo— 43
Red River Steamers (included | in Red ' River District - Accounts; {21,108
Repairs aud Improvements . . - 3,200 , - — 237 3 - 1,184
‘GenAeml Charges .. i = 20,021 — | 26510 i - 11924
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s McKENZE RlVER DISTRICT i L
'fInventoryaxbenmnan«» of Outht 1874~ . .t LT S"3 000 -~

s coseoPOUEBE 1876 .. .. .o .16 000
V Suppliesinils”i{ w B At  $4-1,000 '
S sy 1875 e e T e e 83,5000
s 1876 s e e e 68,000
Goods traded in 1874 ., e il e e $48,000
wo o wm 1875\*... e e el e o 12,0000
R 1876 . er e e e e ew 72,000
Value ofBeavers and Mzu'tcnmlszi at 184Gpnces ‘_...' e £9,375 ’
s e o 18TSLL e .l 11,250

o e 1876, i el e e 10,500

Accordm«ly it w111 be seen that in. the Ontﬁt 1816 whxle the value of the Beaver and
Marten obtained was only £1,200 in excess of the year 17 84, $29,000 more were dmposed of
in goods, or 75 per cent. In other words, quite irrespective of the price, upwards of £5,000
more was given in 1876 for the same amount of Furs, and tha.t\;» on a total amount mpr&ented
by £8,000 worth of goods. The result of trade in this District has been as follows :—

An estimated Profit in Outfit 1874 of - e e e . $85,000

3 _—— 1875 of e 23,000

And a Loss in Qutfit 1876 of - ... ... .. .. 4,500

There is, thus, a difference of §40,000 between Outfits 1874 and 1876 in respect -
of apparent profit; und, from the quantity of goods traded in the two Outfits respectively,
it would appear that only half of the quantity-is due to the fall in the price of Furs, thé other
half being due to the fact of a larger amount of goods baving been disposed of withouta
cofresponding increase in the quantity of Furs obtained. The result of this Department ought.
to be satisfactory. It is free from comipetition, and a good result ought to be obtained from
it, if Furs are even at o moderate price; while it ought to give a brilliant result if Furs fetch
high pricés; In 1874, for instance, when prices were high, and when only $43,000 were
disposed of as against $72,000 in the two succceding years, the profit in the Country Account
was $35,000, or £7,000, upon stock of goods, including Inventory and the supplies of °
the year, of £15,000, showing a proﬁt of 40 per cent.

In Outfit 1875, while the valuations had been necessarily reduced, but were still
on a moderate scale, the profit was reduced to about £4,500.

In Outfit 1876, when the valuations were low, and nearly approached the market prices
here, the loss was £1,000, while $§50,000 bad been invested. In this Districtitisto be observed
that while there has been the same amount of increase in the supplies in 1876, as will be
found in many other parts, there is this notable difference, that the goods have been disposed
of ; while in other Districts, the Inventory at the close of the Outfit has proved very much
larger than before. But the goods thus disposed of have unfortunately not been disposed of
in a remunerative manner, sceing.that, as explained before, there has been no increase in the
prineipal articles traded. In his Report on this District, the Officer in charge states that the
scarcity of Moose caused starvation among the Indians, and thus almost entirely destroyed the
fall hunts. The Returns, he said, compared unfavourably with those of last year. At tbe
same  valuations, Outfit 1876 showed a falling off of about $5,000, as compared with Outfit
1875. On the other hand, $8,000 of Furs were left behind. In Fort Simpson, owing to the
starvation alluded to, the Returns were probably the lowest on record: The Trout Lake
Indians, formerly the best hunters, ha.\e alinost disappeared. The whole band is reduced to

1t men and boys.
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_ At other Pos'm, the decrease in, Betums is ‘attributed- o the grea.t seventy of the-
winter, which was one of the coldm on reeord. Large nnmbers of - Beavers at the Post mlled
Red River were: found dead. - S ‘
It will be seen from the foreo m,, observatzons -.hat the sttnct snﬁ'ered consxderabb '
‘from various eausw—fmm the starvation of the Indians, from the severity ot the:winter, &c.
But while the Officer in charge alludes to these facts; 'he does not allude to the great inérease
" in the amount of goods that he appears to have t.mded nor- give: any explanation, beyond-
 these general remxtrks of what has ‘become of the excess disposed of over the year 1874. - No~
' explanation is gwen as to whether the excéss of $29,000, compared with the year 1874, arose
~ from ‘debts which were incurred by the Indians and not ?a.d fmh advances in goods and‘
‘ provxsxons, or other causes. .
;o 'Last year, writing with reoard to. the prev:ous Outﬁt the Oﬂicer in charge reported. that -
‘the Returns for’ Ontﬁt 1875 showed an mcrease of $19; 437 over thuse of 1873.  "He made no
" - allusion to the fact that the amount of goods traded in the District in Outfit 1875 was 349 000

in excess of that in 1874, but stated that the Fort Rae Indians were compelled to wander a
long distance from the Post in search of food ; and Mr. HarpIsTY added that they retmned a
'conslderable portion of their Fnrs, and intended doing the same the following year, when thev ,
| proposed going to Athabasca to’ make 2 large trade.  The severity of the’ winter 1875-6 had

"been much against Fur hunting, and caused a grent deal of snﬁ'enng among the Indxans ‘
- Sickness, added to the scarcity of food had 3 an adverse eﬂ‘ecc on the Fur hunts. ‘

‘ As already - stated, the Indian debts are not valued; and no statements’ have hitherto
been rendered by the Officers in charge of Districts in the Northern Depa: tment of the
amount of advances remaining unpaid at the close of each Qutfit.

- Capital employed in the District :—

. . - 3 ;
COMBEIBTL.. s . e ee  es e e i L ee  STT,000
., 1875 .. .. .. .. ST, .. - 87,000
1876 .. .. 90,000 -

Outﬁf 1876 1s the first occasion on wluch McKenzxe vaer District has produeeda loss.

. | T ATHABASCA DISTRICT , o
 Athabasca District Inventory at the commencement of Outfit 18;4 © $25,000
Inventory at the close of 1876 e eer s . 78,000
Incrcnw of . 853, 000 '
The supplies sent out in 1874wcre s s 7 i e - $69, 000,‘
oy 'y 1873, wee . ae. v e $6, 900 :
v ” 1876 4, .. e e e w. . 115.000
In 1876 the Officor-in-charge, started with an Inventory of .. $38,000

But. as hus been shown, asked for and obtained goods amounting to 115,000

Goods traded in Outfit 1874 .. .. .. .. .. .. -867.000
" ,, 1875 .1 .. .. .. .. .. 87,000
o 1876 .. . . 86000

The e\pemence he had had of the amount he was Jble to dmpose of in former years was
that he had traded §67,000 in the Outfit of !874. - When he asked for bis supplies in 1876,
be did not know the result of his trade in 1875; but as a matter. of fact he disposed of
:,84 000. In fact, for 1876, he asked too much, and as the result proved the whole of the
extra goods sent to him were left on his hands at the end of the year, the Inventorv having
' risen from $38,000 at the commencement of 1876 to $78,000 at theend.

. The increase in the amount, of goods’ traded in Outfit 1876, as compared with 1874, is
$19,000, equal to about 30 per cent., “hﬂe the value of t'he Bcaver and Mazten obtamed was
about the same for the two years. :

Valuation of.the nnncxpnl Retnm:—-Ben\ er and \Inrten-—-u.t 1876 pnces —

OutBt 1874~ .. .. .. o . El0TE
1875 0 . .. e e . 15,120
- 1876 .. ee e e o 14,501
Result of tradein Counm:) Arcounts — e | ——
Outﬁt 1874 u.pparenr. Profit .. .. .. vel e o ., ST0,000
”» ” o s T e .. .- 506,000 -

1870 . e e e 28,0000 -
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‘ It a:ppeans, therafo:e, tha\. Ontﬁt »1876 sfiﬂ,shows,a eonmdexable pmﬁt accordmg fo‘
‘the Conntry Acconnts, nof:mﬂlstandmg the amtfallm the valuahons of the.an: S

”In 1876 ‘on the ‘other?® hand, with- low vaInatmns, ‘theestimated " profit 'xs $28 000 on SIS

, slbo 000 invested;: that is l:; per cent. Thst:stnct, therefore, under the cu'cnmstanoes, ‘
- shows a fm.tly satxsﬁuctory, result, -even at the vexy low ‘valuatxons. { R ,

Sw

Wxt.h referenceto the. muk,pf tmde for: Omgﬁt 1870, Ml:. i[«cmmnmm;, the Officer
in charge, stated in his Report of last year t that for ‘thelast five years the Returns of Athabasca -
had xncreased despxte numerous’ dra.wbacks, antil they now, that is to say m the Ontﬁt 1875 '
reached about double what the\ were for some tlme prevlously “ Snrely such contmued success
had called for an expr&ss of gmntude. It is worthy. of remn.rl\ that as the mnlt of this
Ontﬁf, to which Mr. MacraRLANE alludes, he dlsposed of $20, ooo more of goods than in the
prevmns year,: mthout shomno' a propornonate mcrease on the amonnt of Ins Retnrns, which -
amounted. to 3)142 000. It is true. that Mr. MACFARLANB ex_plnmecl that at..St..-John's' the
severe cold dwtroyed 35 of the 40 horsw owned by the Company, and the. Indmns hardly
saved one of theirs alive.” At Dunve‘*an the Company lost some 50 horses towards spring,
and the Indians and Freemen suffered in like' proportxons and at’ Fort McMurray 14 oxen,
4 cows and 4 horses were carried off by disease. - - oo TeSei o g

In concludmg hls Report on the tmde of Atha‘mm for- Outﬁt 18"'5 Mr. MACFAR]A.\L
wrote :— | S : 7 : S

It is needless for me to state that with apowerfnl oppomtlon alrcadv cstabhshed in
‘“ Peace River and the certainty of other traders finding their way all over the sttnct, it
+¢ behoves us to be liberally provided -with supplies to meet all..the requu'ements of the trade.

. 4 in fact lt is only by this means. that we -can hope to prevent opposmon from becomm" ¥
“ proﬁtnble institution in the Northern Distrivts.””

The Officers’ were obhged to.pay. owver 100 per. cent. a.ddmonal for ‘every "Fur and
ounce of | provxslons traded in the District. - U ‘

The followmg Statement shows the alterations that have been mide in the Fur Tariffs
during the last few years.

'FUR TARIFFS.—Armanasca Districr.

/'?articular; given by Chief »Tx;nder/‘ MCD(;_dGALr., January, 1875,

1874 01876 18770
L ’ i . ‘.\l.‘Bc.jgver..l .\.{ Beaver . . 3L Beaver,
Martens C ‘e L2 4 8
Bear O OT U S S - S
- Beaver. S SR SRt
) T I.ynx . Ves Cees Cdee 1 e 1 1. Ry
: CUMinks . e e e 1 11
‘ ‘ leverFoxea o 5 3 " s0
Cross e e %. 4 2.8 6.

‘ Mude Ben.ver, Valuatxon 1 /10

" The’ Retnrns of ‘Athabasca: stmct for Outﬁt 184 6 vulued at the same Tanﬂ‘ as that of
' Outﬁt 18: o, amonnt to 3134 000 n falhnﬂ' oﬁ' of nbout $S 000 ‘



CLoetT hhcrmxx,m hzs Beportnpontheresnlt of trade for- Oafﬁt 18"6 stntedthat
the mtxves of Athabdsea.: e@eneneed greo.ter pnvahons from™ want of: ,food than“they lmd" :
" done: for many- yeezs ‘back. ‘ AaCT .

4“

"‘.The weather lm.d rendered Moose huntmg nnprachenble, bomdes very matenally _—

nng wee.ther also‘aul Jnuch mJnry

Wntnng of one of the Posts eelled .Battle Rlver, Mr.,l[ncunm:sx, “says:— ST
“ Gmt and protmcted pm-ahona were expeneneed here, a8 well as atallthePosts on -
RS Penee Bwer,fmm s scarcity -of .food,. and wlnch, it is, needless to state, senondy tﬂ'ected’
y :."f the wxnterhnnts. Gt s Morh R i el LEL
S s As the season,: however, admeed matten‘ began to nnptove, and the Batﬂe River:
people eollected s considerable qmtxt}’ of fine Beaver " :

: A;”Ofa Post - called Fona-du-lac, Mr MAcunLAxx wnta e e
T The Provmon Tm&e of 1876 xs beyond all qnesnon the poomt ever made at o
‘thxs Outpost. R B ‘ o

P - The Antumn Rec..xpts were almost m’l wlnle dnnng one wznter, Remdeer were so“veryz ‘

L scarce thn.t 19 men, women, and children 'penshed from starvatmn, n.nd a nnmher of othero:
T e would hnve met wn:h the same fate if they hndnotbeen snccouream goodtnne. IixA;)ril,

"~ Deer mn.de their appeo.rance in’ good nnmbers bnt. nnfortnnntely, a tlmw setm, 80 htt.le or

Ce nothmg was secured. Tn these’ cu-cnmsmnces, ‘and owmv “to'a scarclty of l{artens tbe

et I‘nr Returns are’ some 25 per cent. below last year’s.” ' ; \

Slmllar' i statements are mnde thh regard to other Outposts

Capltalemployedm.-\thnbaseanstnct—- SR R T
Outfit 1874 .. - .. <. < - ee e .. .. $93,000

e IBTE Ll L ee il eels e ews s 128,000
» 1876 .. - O . .. .. 160,000

ENGLISH RIVER DISTRICT ‘
| Inventory at thc commencement of Outfit 1814 e V ‘ i B $2'2,000 .

Inventory at the'close.of 1876.., e 29,000

. The supplies sent ont in 1874 were . ... .o . aenl e e ae $29,000
b 'e 1875 ” s ese L Tese T eee vor ! 37,500 [ ,‘; :

” - 1876 ,, aee e aen 40,000

‘Goods traded im 1874 ... .. .l e e ae & 817,000

" iR 1875 eee ves .y ase ‘o ves Veu 47,500 o

" " 1876 ... " vee . 32,000

Value of Beaver, Marten, Mink, and Lvnx, in 1874 at 1876 prices .. £3,000

" o v ” 1875 ... 4,500

v Ly e ", 1876 .. o e 8,700

Aceordmvly it will be seen that in Outfit 1876, while the value of the principal
: Fnrs traded was only £700 in excess of ‘the year 1874, $15,000 more goods were d:sposed
of tlm.n in 18"’4 an increase of almost 100 per cent. : .

Y We should ‘not pass “over the results of Outﬁt 1875, when $47 500 were traded,
or $31, 000 more than in 1874, wlnle the value of the Fnrs on the same valuation was

£1,500 more, or abont $7, 900. s

; Inspectung Factor MCMU KRAT, in wntmg of English River Dmtrnct m Out.ﬁt 1870, .
‘ et.xted —_ : : : . ‘ ; ‘
L Yon wxll ob«erve the very large i merense in- the price of some Lmds of Fnrs, that the
presence of oppontlon trnders has compclled us to mnke The, Fnr ta.nﬁ‘ for the current Outnt is.
“ ccrtumly very lugh and wonld nob hu.ve been ndopted 1f w:th 2 due revard to our mterests we .



‘our opponmb n_ot‘ only ‘(}gayw

R Vit

wer -
ko k Hoodrine

R rednctxonmourgoodstanﬁ',bnt. on. the contrary ha.ve enha.nced the pnces of “sc

Mr. McMnxnu eontmnw' S o , /

‘e Tam apprehenme, even 1£ we mann,,e fo secure the same - smount of; Furs as last yea.r.: g
;“ We have: endeavoured in. compehng with - ‘our opgonents, nof. to mcnr‘ any nnnecesmry-' I
; expmse,hut their libéral system of trade, asﬂalready mted,has obﬁéed a8’ to be lesa ,
L economxeal tha:n we should otherwue have been.” o o ‘ _

An exa.mmanon of the sttnct Fur mnﬁb annexed to that Report shows that the

t.xnﬁ' for Bea.ver was ‘doubled in Outfit' 1875; that: Fishers were  increased- from’ 2-Made Beaver -

,to3-MB in 1874, and ‘from 8-M.B.’to &MB n Outfit” 18"'5“Lynx were ‘increased’ from? g
‘ -M.B to 2; Mn.rtens from 2in 18"3 to. 4 in 18"5 Mmks ﬁ'om lin 1873 to 3 i 1875

As compared wmh the prenons year, Outﬁt 1876 showa a redncnon o£ $I5 000, in the
amonnt of goods traded, thh -3 deerease of about £" 00 m the value of fthe pnnexpal Rehu-ns; |

of the' sttnct. e SR N IR SRR NS I e
The proﬁts on the valnatxons of 1874 were $29 970-;" S | . .
BET) BRI T 1 i ,,-,‘ 1875 5345. IR T T R B UL
GGy g T gy 1816 9855. T I

The amount of Capxtal employed bemg in 1874 $00 000
1875, .. 72,000.
1 ta, 66 000

”» 1) . » Ty

”» s Coay i

. Thehx,,h rates pald for Furs in Outﬁt 1875 have been. consxderably reduced -—Marbens
from 4-M.B. to 2, and Minkfrom.3-M.B. to 1; and efforts were being made by the Officer 3
in charge of the District to effect a fu:ther reductwmm the mtes of these and other Returns

which were bemg traded for’ Outﬁt 187

, g NORWAY HOUSE DISTRICT s
: Inventory at the commencement of - Outfit 1814 C e G ‘$778,500

. at thc close of 1876 . ... T - 39,500
' Gcods supphcd in cach Outﬁt. 1874 1875, ond 1876, ‘about; . 855,000

The great reductxon in the Inventory will be nonced
In this Dlstnct there hns been 3 consxdemble sale of goods to the Dominion
Government. »

‘The goods traded iz the Year 1874 were... 79,000
The Cash Sales were cil e e 36,000

Leaving for Enf Trade  $43,000. :

[,

" In 1875, the goods traded Werc L.  w. . .. .. S71,000

- Cusb Sales w. .., o s we e 26,000
. ' ‘ o ‘ i4cuving fo.nFur, Trade ‘345,‘0()'0‘ :
In 1876, the "oods tmded vere e e i $66,000

~Cnsh Snles G e T T 24,000

o Leuvmgforl"ur dee $42 000 :



A,__

to 54400 i 18"5, nnd | £4 oo in 1876,

: The pmﬁt 'by the Conntrv Accouns was in 1844 SO . el.,,ooow’

- Tn 1875, 8 Loss of v e T
.- I0°1876; a Profit of e Sl e Mt LT 1‘700
L wn e TN e e T T ———— T‘
; S The Capxml cmployed in 1874 was e e e e 5134 500 :
: . T L 18T L Lo e 1;:7 750 e

Sl ,,f e 1876, ?-,‘.L.' Sl e Tos,000

S Ins tobe observed that; even_m’Outﬁt 18"'4. the Pmﬁf' 13 very small on be C“P"al;‘ .
. :employed, ‘notwithstanding : Cash ‘Sales -to the Domxmon Govemment, wlnch ought to. have. k
as‘nswdtheresult- SR T _,--.,“,}‘ R ;‘m:‘; S e AT L e e e “"J";

In ISta,the valnauona taken in: the Conntrv Aocounts were:moderate, but, neverthelew,

i "the res:ﬂt_ showed;a loss;- while, notmthstandmg the low valuations, a émall proﬁt appears in..
Outfit 1S76. It appears that in this case the tariff for Furs has been reduce& 1n18" 6. Mr. Bos.c o

the Oﬁicer.m-charve, writes :—“The i increase of expenditure in consequence ¢ of the 0pposmon
bas been counteracted in a mensnre by a reduction’ of at least: 50 per cent. m amount of
‘advances given to the Indians, and also by a reduction in the price of Furs where practicable.
The reduction in the price of Mink from 2 to }-M:B: effected a saving of 1,000-).B. at this
Post slone for the Outfit. A persistent adherence to the established rates of the Goods
and Fur Turiffs has hitherto been the rule in. tbe District, and the old svstem of barter has -
al\savs worked at all the Posts mth sutlsfnctory resclts.”

- Mr. Rms statcs that there can be no doubt that tlns year has been a dlsastrous one for
the opposition, and that the system of opposition in this District appears to be effective, &c.

" The Indians, as a rule, continue 'to deal with the ‘Company in preference ‘to the -
Canadians. He added that “‘the trade supplies were larger- fhan' the business could well
afford, but the freight expenditure; which was still heavy, and the demands incidental to ‘the
presence of a strong competition in the trade proper, as well as in the new branch of business
originated by the payment of cash annuities to the Indians, rendered any curtailment of the
‘Outfit impracticable. The time, however, hos now come when it will be possible to effect a
salutarv reform in’ the Indents, and to reduce the Inventones, without much risk to the business.”

We are of  opiuion that the attention of Mr. Roxs should be culled to the pomt-—thnt
if we take into account that the Cash Sales’ to the Government and mhers must have given
apparently a profit on the goods, the Fur Trade itself has been conducted at a loss, In'fa.ct if
1his District is charged with interest at 5 per cent. on the Capital employed durmg the three
" OQutfits, even. including sales to the Government there is a Io-.s

o " EDMONTON DISTRICT.
hdmonton Inventorv at the beginning of 1874 e $57,000 '

TR ,‘, c]osc of 1816 e 133,000
: Increase $76,000
-Supplics furnished in 1874 . ...© ... .. . . .. .. $94,000
e o 1875 Lo LT L - 81000
e ey L 1BT6 - L, e o 1,91,000 “

While 394 000 worth of goode werc sent out for 1874 the goods tmded and sold
nmounted only to 360 000 ’



o and Otters——at 18"6 prma'

k)

P V[In 1875 theCashSaJeswere”
‘ Goodstmdecl—-l‘anmde

) InlS;Gr.he CnshSaJeSWere -
‘ Goodstraded—-Fnr dee : .

Outht 1874 . .. . .. . S

T, 18T
d \‘ 1846 R ,,/‘ .'_;.. -

, It mll be observed that\vhﬂe the same amount of woods was trndcd m 1876 asin 181-1“" o
thcre isa fa'ﬂmv oﬁ' of £3 000 in the value of the pnnupal Returns s

In ¢ 7utﬁt 1875 the quantmes of the prmexpal Furs were a]most 1dentxcal mth those o

‘ of 1874 \vmlst the o'oods traded were SI2 000 more in, \alue AR RN

.. In the one case,- theretore there is a smaller quantlty of I' urs. for the snme umount of :
«roods .in the othcr. ax cqual quant v of F urs, but at amnch mcreased cost:. -

The I’mﬁts on the vnluatxonof 1871 were” LT Lo _333,000‘ '
‘12 SEETCRRNE 2N 1” 1875 T‘o, e e e e Lot ‘,‘6,000'
And aLoes on 'the vnluntxon of 1876 ., ‘... e T L200

The Capxtal emplo;ed being in all cuses very lurﬂe, viz. :— o
© ForlSTd L Ll a0 LD a0 .. $156,000

W 1875 Lo eS0T . 191,000
,, 1876 e e e e e e A21:;ooo~‘

In Outﬁt 1874 the de'bts, whxch in 1 this Dcpu.rtment represent a larrre amount were valued
for the first time, If their value is dedueted from the profit of that year, the average profits
of the three Outﬁts 1874 to 1876 as calculated in the countrv, \vould not ‘give more than
5 per cent ‘ :

In thxs case, o much lar"er amount of rroods appeurs to have been ordored durmo- thcaev
three Ontﬁt~ thxm was e_\pended

With remrd to the canses of the unremunemtwe trnde in 187 6, the Oﬂicer in char"e

Wntes — .
“ The Returns of the District show a decrease ou those of last year, there being no Robe

¢ Trade. There is strong opposition from the American Traders, Baxer & Co.; .of Benton, who

. ¢an throw into the market, mostly at any time of the year, the class of goods required ;. and as

¢ qll the supplies for the N.'W. Mounted Police are supplied by them they ‘have a'strong hold
-+ on that part of thc country :

- He added that in a part of the count.ry like Edmonton, where the trade in some vears~
demanded a much larger supplv than at other times, it was dlﬁicult to fr ume requisitions two
years in advance to the exact requirements of the District. Some years the trade in . Robes
and Provxswns consumed & greater portion of the Qutfit; while in a year like the present, when

* Buffalo were scarce, little or nothing-is. spent on the plain trade, which, consequently, leaves a

large Inventorv of such artleles as ho,ve been rcquested for that partxcn]ar tmde. ‘

‘ He"'fu‘rtherk roperted' that the reduction in the mriﬁ' fbr‘Furs?was leoked‘for, and had to
come sooner or later, for tho prices given to compete with opposition traders were so high that
it was impossible to oxpect any morgin of profit. “Now-that a crisis has come.and mth it the:

 downfall of many, the road will be clear to bemn at the lowest posuble gmde, and. the Indxans '
: Mll not be worse oﬂ' for the chanve »; ‘

D



10
o ’ SA.SKATCHEWAN DISTRICT : S et T
":Invenforv at the commencement of Outfit- 187—1 O N SN $39,i28‘-

B e closeof Outfit 1876 . .. .. .. o 156,544
Incresse... . o B117,400
Snpphes furmshedm 1874... el e i 5106‘,394".
" oy 18:5 B ryee e 107,437
e W8T . 155699
‘InOutﬁt 1874 the Cash. Sales were- e S . $4,800'
“ And Goods traded for Furs and?ronsmns... - tee 7 ees © 749,900
R Outﬁt 18:0, the Cash Sales and mcreased amount of t:mnsfers SR
to Districts Were. ... .. e i e e $20,000
And Goods traded ... .. e e e ‘111,000
In Outfit 1876 the Cash' Sales and e\tn transfers, ascompared -
with Outfit 1874, amountcd to o i e e $49,000
And Goods traded ... ‘.-.' . el 14, 500

Tt will thus be seen that there has been an incrense of fu]ly $60, 000 in the amount of
Goods traded in Outfits 1875 and 1876, compa.red with Qutfit 1874. - The returns of Beaver,
Robes, Lynx, Marten, Mmk Husquash and Otter, mlued at the same ram for each Outfit,
Aamount in . :
187410 e i fb3a3
1S75t0 ... OO o &
18-610 “en e ce ces ses e £5 846

so that, noththstandmfr an increase of more than IOO per cent. in the mlue of goods traded,
the returns of Outfit 1876, actually show a falling off’ of some £500, as compared with
Outfit 1874. ' R : ‘

" The sales to the Government and others in the three Outfits were $4,800, $16,000, and
- $29,000 respectively, and the accounts of the District show the following results —

- Outfit 1874, an apparent Proﬁt of .. - $66,939
w 1875 » " 19,031
‘ 1876 - Loss of 7 384
The fallmﬂ' off in the lost Outfit, as compared with 1874, bema upwnrds of $70,000..

There is a large amount of Capltal employed in the trade in this District, where the
bulk of the provisions arc obtained for transport and other purposes

In 1874 the Capxtal employed in the District was $180, 000
H) 10 1875 vos 069,000 -
n " 1876 .. 320,000

the iatter yielding nelther interest nor profit; while the Officer in charge of the District stated
* that upon the whole he had done very well. .

In hunding his accounts of Qutfit 1876, Mr. CLarke stated that in consequence of the
steamer ““ Northcote ”” not reaching her destination last season, arrangements had to be mude
at Carlton for the transport of supplies to other Districts, which otherwise would have suffered
to a considerable extent. A large amount of Pemican had been provided for the trade of
these Distriets. o | ‘ o

Mr. CLARKE reported that the Comparative Statement of the Returns of Saskatchewan

District Outfit 1875-6, showed an increase in the present year’s work of $2,729. The Fur and

lobe Returns pointed to a decrease of $11,366, which amount was more than met by the
increased Returns of I’exmcan and Leather. ‘

It may be observed that these armcles are either transferred to other Districts or valued
upon Inventory, and that even with the sales to the Government, amounting to $29,000, the
result of the trade of the District for Outfit 1876, is so very unsatisfactory, that the Chlef
Commiss’oncr has been called upon to obtain from Mr. CLARKE further explanations.



In a.recent letter, the Chlef Comm:ssxoner explmned that ontstand’.mg debts in the sttnct. o
" were: placed on Inventory at one-half of thelr value, that -being- the estxmated cost of the
: goods with clmrges at wlnch they would have appeared. on Inventory if unso]d. o

; He also stated that the sudder. declme in the marLet Hfor_ Buﬂ'alo Robes senously\
aﬁ‘ected the Balance Sheet of  Saskatchewan District, which, at the same tune, Iaboured

under heevy opposition from. theﬁrm of KEw, StoBarT & Co.,, who established themselves near
Carlton, and excmed the Robe and * Far Market ‘beyond all reason. At the ‘same t1me, the-
;’mabxhty of the steamer. “Northcote,” to navigate the SasLatchewan River above the Cole Falls

in 1876 greatlv mcreased the expenses’ ‘of gettmg the supplies to Carlton; which were rendered
too late to be disposed of as intended at the Indian Tresties Meeting, and consequently
swelled the Inventories, while, in the meantxme the next ‘Outfit Requisition had already gone

forward. These dﬂﬁculttes, in addxtlon to the reduced valuation of the Retnrns, tendedto o
mnl-.e the resnlt most unsausfactory, contrary to the antxcxpatmns of Mr Cr ARKE. ~ 3

CUMBERLAND DISTRICT.

Inventory at the commencement of Outfit 187¢ ... v e $28,208
close of Outfit 1876. ... ... . e 43,762

1

Increase - $15,554

Supplies sent out in 1874 ... .o .o . e e .. $44818
» " 1875 e e e e e e 61,253
s om CI8T6 Lol L .. 83,972
Goods traded in QUL 1874w oo o an e e .. $54,228
- Sales 558
C $53,724
Transfers tv Districts 12,000

o ‘ ‘ Leavingfo;-l’ur Trade S $41,724
Goods traded in Outft 1875 .. .. .o e e e .. $63,048
Sales 1,925
‘ 61,028
Transfers to Districts 17,000

: ‘ Leaving for Fur Trude $44,023
Goods traded in Qutfit 1876 - ... .. $72,286

2,2
- Sales 38,862

- ‘Transfers to Districts 21,102

Leaving for Fur Trade $47,322

‘ It will thus be scen that in comparison with 1874, Outfit 1876 had an increased
amount of $6,000 expended for Furs. The principal articles—Beaver, Marten, Mink,
\[usquach and Otter—valued at 164 6 prices, amount to-—

£9,288 in Qutfit ]874

7854 . 1875
8,846 ’ 1876

or a fulling off in the Returns of £442, with un increased expenditure in goods to the amount
of ubout £1,200. o ‘ -



e 'upon the Capxtal employed—

12 -
The apparent proﬁts shown in the .stt.nct Accounts are—. -
: . Outfit 18747 L 35270

1875 ‘t‘::. : j 14,607 -

18"6‘ - 8,285

: 7 Outﬁt 1»8' RN $ 7, 149’ :
. .-‘-p; L b ,f, 1875 ..o 91421
: ' 1876' Cads s 119,048

. Thxs laroe increase- of Capxtal arises from t.he fact that in. Outﬁt 1876 s39 000 more
: goods was-supplied than .in 1874, and as the Inventory at the close of 1876 showeda. large
mcrense, it follows that the sttnct has been overstocked with goods. : v

The Oﬂicer in chnrfre reported that notxvnhstandmg the late penod in the season at
which some of the Posts in the District received their Outfits, the winter’s operations were
favourable, and cousidering the active opposition in the District, and the sufferings of the
- Indians as usual from hunger, the final result showed an increase of £2,000 in the value of
the Returns as compared with Outfit 1875.

He added that high prices prevailed in the lower part of the District during the winter ;
_as a set off to which the barter rates for ooods were somewbat advanced

SWAN RIVER DISIRICT.

Inventory ot ¢commencement of Outfit 1874 ... e e 44,733
» ~ close of Outfit, 1876 55.681
| Supplics sent out'in 1874 ... 370,033
w 1875 e e el 72,839
w w1876 62755
Goods traded in Outft 1874 ... .. .. .. .. .. .. 345838
Cash Sales... - . 14,852
» ) Laving for Fur Trade $31,000
Goods traded in Qutfit 1875 e ees .. 3106.222 ‘
Cash Sales... ... oo e er e e e e . 35,800
50,422
Extra Transfers .. ... SO . 29,318
’ _ Leuving for Fur Trade . 821,104
Goods traded in Outfit'1876 ... ... ' $68,896
~ Cash Sales . o e 31,500
337,396
Extra Transfers ... .o 8,332
Leaving {or Fur Trade $29,064

The principal returns of the District amounted to £5,966, £3,330, and £a,400 for the
three Outfits respectively, and the accounts show the following results :—

Outfit 1874, an apparent Profit of §29,427
» 1875, ” > 18,419
» 1876, » . 16,448

Mr. Arcuisaip McDoxarp, the Officer in charge, contx‘hsts the accounts of Qutfit 1876
with those of the former year, and- states that “the collection of Furs is considerably in
~ advance of last Outfit, and hnd the valuation been the same the result would have been much



: better W'hile the collection of Furs has been mnch ]nrger, the Cash Qales have been lesa,
‘a8 a large quantity of: country produce was:sold: the previous: Outfit- on ‘which a- double proﬁt‘

was made, tlnswﬂltell on the profits of the Dlstnct ‘more than the advance" on .the “Fur
Returns will make up.”. He found that on an average the English goods Ianded there, cost

.5 per cent. over the previous years, ‘while he had adopted the same price as last ‘Outfit for a

Inventories; he considered it better to do . 80, although it would somewhat affect the District - ‘

for Outfit 1876, as part of the goods on hand on Inventory conslst of the surplus stock -

supphed from. York Factory, which must be sold at a rednced ate in. order to dxspow of them.

He states that the internal expenses of the sttnct have, been Lept as: low as possrble as S
‘ heretofore, and. that the ontstandmg bnlances have been reduced. - S S

M.ANITOBA DISTRICT. ‘

Mamtoba Dmtnct was separated from Red Rlver Disfnct at the close of Outﬁt 1874, '
when’ supphes to the amount of $561,976 were tmnsferred to it, “of wluch $30,: 97 were traded

‘in Outfit 1875, leaving $21,842 on hand at the close of that Outfit. Supplies to_the’ amov.mt o

of 327 532 were sént in Outfit 1876, at the close of wlnch the Inventory amounted to $23 990 :

GoodstmdedmOutﬁt 1875 e eee T aes e $30,797 .
Cash Sales ... .- - O 8,458

Leaving for Fur trade’  $22,339

Goods traded in Outfit 1876 ... ... .. .. .. $25471
Cash Sales ... o el el e e 8,928

Leaving for Fur trade 81717
‘ The returns of the principal art1cles, valued at the same rates for Qutfits 1875 and. 1676
amount to £1,561 and £1,850 respectively ; and the apparent profit shown in the sttrxct
. Accounts, $1,084 and $5,813. The Capxtal employed in the District i is about $50 000. The
Oﬁcer in char"e writes :— ,
‘ "« Shoal River and Manitoba House contnbuwd the greater part of: the Furs; and not- |
* withstanding the more than usual opposition at the former place, we-got a large share of the
« trade, and if the Fur tariff was higher both these Fosts would show a fair proﬁt As it is, we
“ have paid more for most Furs than what we get credJ.t for.” ‘

LAC LA PLUIE DISTRICT.

Inventory at the commencement of Outfit 1874 . 834,581
» close of Qutfit 1876 43,282
Increa.se 88,700.
Supplies sent out in 1874 $77,046
oo s IBTE e 73,697
woow o ow 18T6 61,783
Goods traded in 1874 ... o e ve e $90,893
Transfers C e s 24,000
. $66,893
Cash Sales . e - ve- - 15,660
Leaving for Fur trade | $51,233
Goods traded in 1875 ... .. $61,098
Cash Sales ... UV 16,000
Leaving for Fur trade  $45,000
Goods traded in 1876 ... .. oo oo e e e . 963,202
Cash Sales de e e e e el e IT000
‘L‘éev.i.ng for Fur trade - . $46,000

E



“14‘

S ;‘.The values of the prmclpd Retnrns of the District for the three Outﬁts a.mount to
o £5 888 £5,031, and £5,423, and. the C'-ount:ry Accounts sbow the followmo results. ‘
R “’f,Outﬁt 1874 ‘""\.".-": s apparcnt Proﬁt, ,‘ 34,6.-1 o
Outht 1875 . ... UL 1,448
.:':V'Outﬁt 1846»"'! U ‘fLoss,‘ S e s g218

L ?*Upon the larf'e ‘amount of Capxtnl employed in the Dnstm.t, SlOb,OOO the abovc rcsnlt A
. 1s most. dxsappomtm Even in 1874 the proﬁt is less than 5 per cent. When Cash Sales’ to.

- the amount of $17,000 are conmdered and are supposed to represent a certmn amount of

profit made, the Fur Trade would appem: to be carm.d on in this Dlstnct at a ln.rr'e amount
-of Ios L : - :

. Mr Lu.mz the Officer in charge, reports that hx.s Remms were equal to those of former
Yy m, but of smaller amourit, owing to the reduced rates at which they are vnlued. Musquash
- were very searce, but all other F: ur-benrmg animals were to all appearance as numerous as
they have been for several years past.  The Government had opened a large retail store at
Fort Francis, which, besides supplymn' the wants of the men cmployed on the Canal, was
open 1o the public and the Indians. Mr. Liriie also reported the presence of several parties
of Fur Traders in Lac la- Pluie District during Outfit 1876, but he cbserved that beyond
_putting the Company to some extra expense in opposing them, they did not affect the
‘ Compam much or ennch themselves.

Mr. LiLrie does not appear to have realized the fact that for the last two Outfits at
least the business of his District has been carried on at a loss to the Company.

Since the fofeﬂomg was written we have received from the Chief Commissioner a
report of a visit to Lac la Pluie District made by Inspecting Chief Factor McTavisk last
month. He found that since the close of Outfit 1875, the Indian debts had laroelv mcreesed,
and a want of judgment had been shown by the Officers in charge of Outposts in dealing with
the Indians. Since the commencement of the construction of Governmert works at Fort Francis,
the Indians in that neighbourhood have hunted few Furs. Mr. McTavism found the
stock of gouds in the District double what it ought to have been. The Officer in éhnrge had
been directed to set aside for other Districts all goods not required by him. Next Qutfit, North
West Angle and the Cutstation of English River will be given up, and if found practicable
the Outsta.txons of Whitefish Bay and Eagle Lake will be closed. The staff of clerks and
servants will conscquenfly be reduced. ‘

A former servant of the Company, named Lacvrexsox, hud carried on amost reckless
and unproﬁtable trade in the District, which l\epb the prices of Furs very high.

Mr. MC'TAVISH ,r‘ep'orts that the whole District is, and for the last three or four years
has been, in a state of transition. That portion surrounding Fort Francis will, us soon as the
Canal is tinished, return to its normal state, as the Cunal is not likely to be of any service as
a highway, and When the Indians cannot find employment on the Public Works, some of
them will be oblwed to hunt for a living.

- YORK FACTORY AND COAST POSTS.

' These Posts are supplied from England by way of Hudson's Bay, and their Returns

are sent home annually by the Company’s own ship. Since the removal of the Depédt of the
* Northern Department from- York Factory to Fort Garry, York Factory has greatly declined
in unportance At the conmencement of Outfit 1874, York Factory had still on hand a large
~ assortment of goods for the trade of Inland Districts.

.



CTtemeusted fo .. L. oL 34843 o
,:Atthecloseo£0utﬁt 18:6t.heamountwas S 143,214"*-'55'
HThe supphafumxshulm1844 were . ... e i 341 423 ..

'{’ ) : » 18‘5 ” . ‘v'---> -‘.-‘ AR e 279.'3 :

T o 1816 oo e L 23841

. The Returns as valued in the Country Acconnts in'1874 were P $13,77‘61:_ R

£44 ‘ B ;' n.w . .‘n ) ‘n 1875 n ..’<»" .:811:13 L
” o w5 1876 L .. 7,070

: :md the Accounts show the follovnno' r&sults —

Outfit 1874 apparent Profit ... ... e .. 813,058 .
» 1873, 3 e e he e 10,387 -
» 1876, Loss .. .. .. .. 10,511

Mr. ForTESCUE alluding in his Report to this unfortunate result, explained that Outfit
1876 was the. first year in which the Factory was left to its own resources, having no
connection with any of the Interior Districts except Oxford. :

An examumtxon of the Accounts current of the two years shows at a glance the
difference of the amount of business transacted. In Outfit 1875 the Returns a.monnted to
$8,000, while the apparent gain was $10,000. Mr. ForTESCTE stated that, besides the profit on
Returns, the establishment derived benefit from the sale shop and the Invoice Charges to
other Districts. In Outfit 1876 there was no profit from these sources. The collections
show a further considerable decline in Beavers, which Mr ForrTescuE thought were being
“ killed out.” The Indians in the newhbourbood wers in a state of great destitution and the
only resource was to open the stores for the sale of provmons, to keep them up to the hunting
of Foxes along the coast.

Churchill, Severn, Trout Lake, and Island Lake, are supplied from York Factory.

Goods traded at these Districts—

Outfit 1874  w. oo ol e .. 830,000
Outfit 1875 oo ooo e e 27,000
Outfit 1876 ... ... o e 29,000

Result of trude in Country Accounts— )
Outfit 1874. Outfit 1873, Outfit 1876.

 Churchill, Profit -. 89,061 . $5,831 ... . $3,838
Severn " e 6,160 4,736 ... 1,194
Trout Lake ,, v eee 21,446 . ... ... 10,584 .. .. 3355
Island Lake ,, ve e 17,482 . ... 6,246 ... . 6,232

‘Total Profits ... $54,149 : 827,397 814,819

As regards Severn and Trout Lake, Mr. FortEscur reported that the extremity to
which the Coast Indians had beer’ reduced could hardly be believed, and the matter of
surprise was, that only one case of death from starvation came to his knowledge, namely, that
of a family or camp of 10, all of whom perished except ome boy. He added it was not,
therefore, surprising that the debts had increased 860 M.B., ,or40 per cent. These debtsare not
valued on Inventory. ‘

At the other Posts the falling off in ‘the amount of apparent proﬁt is due prmclpallv
to the lower rates at which the Returns are valued in Outfit 1876. The quantities are not
less than those of former years, and no opposition traders have yet made their way to
these Districts.



B f; RED,RWER AND MANITOBA TRADING» STAIIO '

There are mne Tradmg Posts thhm ‘ Djstnct, our remar on w]nch re conﬁnedto" 4, "“.
the Outﬁt o£1876 a.s it was only in 18" 5 that ‘sepa.rate accounts were kept. “The followmg]-

" table exhibits. the amount of goods on band, and‘supplied’ during’ Outfit-1876, and the

N appa.rent resnlts at eac'h Post tooether w1th the Fnrs traded exther for Cash or Barter

“with a small per centaoe added for transport from that pluce Three of: the: Posts Pomr.‘
‘Coupé, St. Bomﬁ;ce, and Georgetown, are bemg closed., and are, therefore, not 1nc1u8.ed m'
_the Retm'n P :

Stahons. - CapxtalExnp]oyed.

) PortaoelaPrnme e 877, 00 v S Lo 97,376
~ Poplar Point.... ... 85,000 ... i S —
- ;thteHorselens . 530,000, ..o I —_
" Pembina ...l . . 55,000 .. , e aee e
St.Amne’s .. .. .. 42,000 Lol — ... 2,383
, f_uLowm' FortGmy ..... PRI %i;~A8Q,00(')';vT:\l‘.i.'-:= AR R, ~‘\_'~‘.‘.3. ';f.'."';“ﬁ5‘,2Ié-’f o
S T Tenmon o TewesT L 8ie9Ts
fBalnhceof‘Loss 36,000. SN T e S .

If in, addmon, 5 per cent. on the estlmated Caprtal emploved be cha:rged, the loss
‘ would amount to $22 000 for Outfit 1876 : L -

It is to be remarked that thm Posts are ma.mly kept up, exthm; for the purchase oi
grxnn requn'ed for the Company’s use, or for ordmary shopLeepmg as; conm&stmgmshed
from tbe F ur Trade. The total value of F urs traded was:— o

PortagelaPrmne e .,.‘ 33,‘8_44‘

Poplar Point ... eee e ee e 105
White Horse Plains ... i hee ... 849
St. Anne’s S +1 0
Pembina... oo ee el el 24818

© LowexFort Garry .. ... .. .. 916

$10,252 = £2,ooo Sterling.'

The shops, except Lower Fort Garry, where there is 2 Chief Trader, are managed by
Clerks, whose period of service with the Company varies from four to seventeen years,
and whose salaries vary from £7 3 to £100 a year '

‘We note bv the reports of Mr. Joax MCTAV!SH, dated the 25th January a.nd 16th
February last, that irregularities occurred in taking the Inventories, not from wilful error,
but from the difficulty of closing the shops during stock. taking. In, seveml instances also
the goods of one Outfit have been mixed up with the stock, properly . chargeable to another; ‘
in others, articles lost or valueless have been taken over at the customary value, and in one
 instance the quantities have beenentered as “1bs.” instead of “bags ” Pending full explanations
on these matters it-is 1mpossxble to depend on the precxse results as reported ’

Mr McTavisH remarks —

“ As absolute correctmess in stock takmg is more nnportant thnn was formerly B

¢ considered necessary throughout the country, I: have now made armngements to- send parties
K from Fort: Garry to-assist at all tbe Posts, and as fast as the I:nventones come to- hand I am '
.. *“baving ihem worked up, and will soon be in‘ a posmon ‘to- ‘give you a reha’ble result for
©. % Outfit 1877, and 1f_any do not-show-a clear: profit over and above all expenses; 1° would' _4



s

. recommend them bemg closed up. at once, but I,mnst remarl; that :lt was not‘only for the_

T nntxcxpated cash profit’ on sales that these. Posts Were estabhshed, but as'a means to procare "

‘e graxn and’ conntry produce for the ]arge aem.ands of our Inland nnd Genenal Bnmness,i ,
“whxch in the absence of those I’osts would requu'e an onﬂay yearly of a. Iarge amonnt B
'.,;.uofmhv . '?“‘:‘; e : o

B To ’this“ ReporttheChxef CommisSionen replies as foIlows, nnden &ate Gth Febmary i-;

. « As regards the mmntena:nce of the Ontstahons on’ the Assme‘bme and at St Annes ‘

T st secure grain’ and. country produce for the general busmws you are aware that until

 last yeir we have had to import not only .Flour, bnt also Oats ever since. 1874, aIthoul,h
.“‘theyexxstedmfullforce. LR B B :

“ Perforce we will hnve to keep up our Estabh.hments at Portage la Prame and St ‘

¢ Anne’s until we ascertam the result of Outfit 187:, w'hxoh is alreaay nearly ended bnt my
mstruchons conveyed to you regnrdmg them - throufrh Mr. G. S. McTavise must not be

_+¢ deviuted - from, as I feel perfectly satisfied that oxders will be sent from London to close

. 46.both Stat:xons forthmth.

¢ The results nt Poplm: I’omv and thte Horse Plams nlthough apparently s‘nowm";
A | proﬁt dmndle into a loss when mterest is caIculated on the heavy stocks camed at
Y both plnccs :

“I need not repeat the remarks I have already made when referring to the St. Anne
“ Poqt a3 they- apply to it as well as to the Poxtage, but require its rectified nccount also.

RN ththst'mdm" \'our remarks that a consxdem'blo grain trade can be dome at this
"4 Post without carrying a heavy stock of "oods, I ﬁnd its Inventory 1st June last amounted
“to §31,592%; while that of Portage la Prairic’ was $45,485%; White Horse Plains
“.was 322,156‘” and Poplar Point was $30,900> ; in ail $130, 135, of which $86.397°
- * represents European Goods, and §$14,505°°, Cinadian and American ; ; showingin the former
© * case an increase of $20, ‘759"{°, and in the latter of $2,877%, and placing 2 heavy burden
“on the trade in consequence, whereas it was particularly desired that the Inventories
‘¢ ghould be much reduced. '

In a further Renort, dated 16th F. ebruary, 1878, Mr. McT,xfrsn sﬁatos T

‘ 1 agree with you that the Inventories at all our Outposts are far too large, and out.
" of proportion to the amount of business done in OQutfit 1876.

« Thc Indcnts for the Outfit requirements were- carcfully made out and bnsed on the
¢ largely mcreasm" business of the previous year, and we were far from antxcxpntm" such a
“ general stagnation of trade all over the country us followed.

¢ Since the close of 1876, the stocks at all the Red River Posts have been very much.
“ reduccd and apart from our assuming by the Depdt everything in excess of the immediate
- ¢ demands of the trade as mentioned in my last letter, the Inventories now being taken
‘*“will be found in a mnéh more sutisfactory state than in t.he previous year. -

S Thc position of the Estabhshments in Red River is very different from Inland Trndm"
"¢ Posts,’ and a very much heavier stock of goods is reqmrcd In the face of the many traders
« gnd shopkeepers in every line of business surroundmf* us, if we wish to get o fair share of-
o custom, we must at all scasons be ina posxhon to sapply oll the wants of those who deal
“ with us, as our stores arc supposed to contain a general stock of all the requirements of a
“ community, and. this ‘cannot be done by merely importing once a year, as we  have  hitherto
*¢ been domg, when with every precaution and forethoughr. it was impossible to avmd running
4 short of some articles and havmg an excess of others, and we sheuld be allowed to replenish
“ our stock 18 often as dxsposcd of, and the. oftener the' better if at a geod profit, m'espectlvo
« of the nnnount of our Iiident as limited by Council.”



P The amount wntten oﬁ' m respect of the tst.mdixrg Debts at “these Posts in Outﬁt'
i '18' 6 was @5 951, of whlch $1 958 and - 53 719 apoly to St. Annes a.nd Lower Fort Garrv,. o
‘ lcavm" only small amonnts for t'he other Posts. ‘“ T : S

On u reuew of the results of the tmdm" at. thme Posts nnd on consxderatxon of the
. whole case, we are not of opinion that the Compnn\ has the means of - carrymg on profitably -
the business  of retail shopLeepm apn.rt from Fur tradmg at the minor Posts in the Red
* River District ; ‘and ' we: would concur in- the recommendnuons of the Cluef Commissioner that

- these minor ‘establishments ‘should  be nradually ‘closed, excepting - perhaps ‘the. Posts of -

VPembma and thte‘ Horse Pln.ms, whxc'h under careful supemslon mwht be carned on with
a proﬁtable rwult. f_ ap : ‘

: qxnce the forevoma was prepared o further Ietter lms been received “from Mr. J. H.

- McTavisn, d.:ted Fort Garry, 2nd Apnl in whlch he reports that the trnde at Portage la
Prairie is thlv to. show a proﬁt of about $1 :,000 in Outﬁt 1877, and thut ‘the utmost care is
being taken thh the view of hnvmo the Invcntones of all the Posts i in the Drstnct correctlv

“taken and’ every article put down at its true value

' FORT GARRY.
 This Establishment is divided into two branches :— |

1st. The Do.pot Branch.
,.ud The )Icrch.mdlse or Shopl\ecpmnr Bx.mch

The Depotm 1875 showed a total va.lue .md out‘m (mdudmf’ customs dutxes and
tmnsport dmrf'es, ton'ether $147 000) of $915,320." In 1876 (customs and transport
§225,000) §1,364,798. Of these tota.ls 'here 18 replcsented for w u'cs, 322,524 1n 1875, ond
S"Q,TOO in 1876. ‘ o . o :

'l‘he Imentorms of a.ock on hzmd at the close of euch Outﬁt vary.

"',"‘*1;875 S _5174,843 o
‘1876 L T 201,31'1»

These ﬁﬂ'ures are Iarge, but I'ort Gnrry has now become the empormm of ma.ny of the
" Posts, which were tormerl'y supphed from York Factorv, and this will to some: degree account
B ‘for the large amount of goods on hand. . : :

o In Outﬁt 1875, the Depot Account ‘was balanced by the transfer of 550,333 to the :
~ debit of Merchandxze Account, the proﬁt of - wlnch ‘was ‘thus’ reduced to’ $11, 602. "While in
‘ Ontﬁt 1876 Merchnndxse Acconnt appears m the balnnce-sheet W1th a proﬁt of 356 326 and |

: “v;’of thc busmess



o The Fnrs 80 purchased, which were
S for Ontﬁt 18:6 amounted to. 8‘36 330 ana ‘th

s in repacl,.mg and forwurdmg the: Retnrns of the Department.

:: b

- The Frelght eamed by Steamers‘ « Colvile ” and “Northcote,’ ie pla.ced the
crecht ‘of their ‘aceonnts, from | ‘which - the deductlon of 15 per cent. for' md XA
is taken. In Outﬁt 1875, the « Colvile’s ” edrnings d1d not amount to the‘deprecmtxon,
as she was’ only employed dunng a part of the season - -

‘ . The loss. on the “Northcote » for Outﬁt 1846 arises &om the same eause, the e
state of the wn.ter in the Qashatchewun bemg snch that s‘he was nnable to prooeedf P
further than Carlton last season. - L S St

: In Outﬁts 1874 and 1875 the result of the Red Rlver Steambout operatxons was 4,
B mcludcd in the Red Rlver sttnct nccounts \ - , o

. r[‘he proﬁt on’ the Steamers for Outﬁt 1876 amountmg to 321 108 was amved atv“ o
iaftet deductmo 15 per cent from’ thelr valuatmn, whlch now amonnts to $24 337.‘1 R

GENERAL CHARGES

It w111 be observcd thut the amount of t]:us account for Ontﬁt 8"’6 is $11 900
as compared with $26,500 in Outﬁt 1875, and $20,021 in' Outfit 1874 In the last
named Outfits the mumclpul taxes’ were chn.rved to-Greneral Expenses, while in Ontﬁt 1876,

the taxes appear in the -account. of Fort Garry Depét, and in Outfit 1875 a- charge
was made against general expenses, for Ioss of a quantlty of Cordwood swapt away. by a-
flood on the Saskatchewan ‘ : ~



i o§¢se_:s7e. L

; ‘_‘£45 762

e We ld menis,

: Conntry made Arhcles -

U Dules .. e el e ol 2885 f
" Totalsatcloss of Qutfits. .. .. ..l £50802 | £57,941 | £34,661

; ... 078,263 M. Beaver
Sy iagntee | ee e -+ 7,332 M. Marten -
Ty e es e 2,401 Dollars TR

| omtftere .. . L LT 6,308 A Beaver’
ST LT Il s L 6.055 M Marten
STyl el e 2,869 Dollnrs

~ The reductlon in Mnde Beaver a.nd Mnde Marten advances is much greater than t,he
‘ increase in Dollars. L : ,

- Soepuies rrom’ Excraxsn.
Outfit1874 .. ... .. o .. £16,796
L, WL . L. 18
- 1876 .. ce e 8795‘

. In Outﬁt 187" for wlnch the Returns and Accounts have not been recened the supphes ‘
: amonnted to. £9 3"" : '

The Retums of the Department have reulwed the followmfr amounts i,

e Outht187¢ .. © G L0 £40,742
DAY G, BT . 34,804
o A6 31,548"

In the Country Accounts thev were valued—- b

0utﬁt1874at-.."—: L 834,676
CI8TS 5y ae .. et UL B54TT
18T,y e 90T




Outhy1674.. |

owswm |

Albanlever _
( Rupert’s vaer aa

New Post

Brunswick -

.

. 1,478 .. 1,827;
IR 1,870 . 1,706

Kinogumissee ..

"_,‘ tmain
Abitibi ..

Moose factozy o
Sale Shopr‘

Do.

.o

Moose Trade . ..
General Charges -

| 8,408

Inciu&ed

| Ema
'5,894

356 .

2,056

with Moose

671

| £3.488

1149
1,753

. Transf
" Mon
Depan

 Factory Ac

sl
sl

rred to
treal
tment.

3,717

count.
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. ALBANY RIVER DISTRICT

Inventory at commencement of Outfit. 1814
- close of Outfit 1816 o s

!

Showmg an mcrea.se of . o

uupphessent outmOutﬁt 1874 e

1845 B
1876 N

"7 4' - ,,_ . b2 B

” B

‘Goodsmdedmlsn; e s

1875 Lo L
. 1876 e

” ‘”

(E L ”

‘ : ' Or an increase of " 4’
a8 oompared mth Outﬁt 1874, - c




S T P R 1845 : Yo
e r'. e 1376 i f . :,,[ g 3,453

R The returns of Albany D1stnct for Outﬁt 1876 vnlued at the pnm of the prenous :
~ . year, would have amounted to £11,359, being ...3 126 more 'tha.n the valnntlon at wl’uch thev -
- are credxted on the ncconnts of- the Department. ‘ ‘

o A Mr P.msox the Oﬁicer in churwe of Moose Factory, reported that durmo' Outﬁt 1876

: the Ind.mn debts had " decreased 718 )I Beaver at Albanv, and to a less extent at Marten’s

Falls. There is a small i increase at Osnaburo' and Henley, at which lntter place the de“t was
mcreased contmry to orders o :

l\o opposztxon was heard of in Alb:my ‘District durmg Outﬁt 1876 but M.r P.uzsm" '

stated that the’ heavy charges made at the Montreal Department against Albany District for}
expenses, incurred i in opposing Free-trader RuTTLE in 1875, had been assumed in the Southern

- Department at the request of Mr. Bisserr. Mr. Parsox: -added that he- could not-admit:the ..
 justice of the charge for if the Pic River party traded from Albany: Indians, the Furs were . -

- kept by the Montreal Department ; and if they traded from Long Lake Indians, the Southern

Department had nothmfv to do w1th the | expense of collectma Furs from Montreal Department
Indians. : e :

RUPERTS RIVER. DISTRICT.

Inventory at the commencement of Qutfit- 1874 .. £4,372

9 cIOSe of Outﬁt 1816 e e '5,103
Qupphec sent out in 1844 er e e £3,454
o w18 L. L L 41T

e s 1876 L L o 4,289
‘Goods traded, Outfit 1874 .. . wi .. £2.897
w1815 L. L0 Lo L 34Tt

T e 1876'».. ol L. 4,814

or an mcrease of £2 000 as compa.red mth Outﬁt 18"4

anuatwn of the pnncxpal Returns of the sttnct namely, Benver, Marten, Mmk nnd
Otters, at 181 6 pnces — . _
: L f41iein Outfit 13.4”1 B

' 5610 -, 1875
R 8747, ‘1’876,
the latter showxnfr an increase of £2, 600 \ e

'TheCountry Ac‘cduﬁts show the following result of trade:— .
Outﬁt 1874, appm‘entl’x‘oﬁt e
1875 by

” 18‘6 NG




pnncxpaliy athlﬁstassmﬁry' and‘Nitchequo‘ o : ,
‘busmecs was not found to; be~sat1sfactory. and,:the officer in charge,' Mae.ws LI\'K‘LATBR, was

‘ SupphesmOutﬁt 1875 l, "'4‘:"1.." e £545 . B

',,”\ " 'n'._." 18‘6 ‘ Ny ,:,_.‘-:,' -._“'_ ::- CTe 617 '

“

ERT R '3 18‘ - .o 'f.'--- -,~,~-.'. d.-‘ AT

; :Pnncxpal Retums Beaver, Marten und Otter Outﬁt, 18,5 p

STy " v w1876 L0 .
“Apparent Profit, Outfi 1875 Ll mese
'? Tgy -n >‘-->7- .‘.".‘ L-:-b, - “..” 108

' The Indian: debts hnd decreased 160 )L\I., and at the 01038 of Outfit 1876 stood at 7 :
ML \[r. Parsoxs considered :these debts larger than _they should be for:the number of o
hunters, but seVerzll were dehts of old standm«r The busmess ot‘ the Post was satrsfactory,‘

and 1o, bad eﬁ‘ect was perceptrble from the transfer of Abmbx to the Montreal Department. '

e ot o " e e & e e S B2 45 b AP A e e e
IR

BRUN SWICK POST

Inventory at commencement of Outﬁt 18:4 .‘ ., . £217 SR
n o close of Outfit 1846 - ce e oe 363
, Supphessentout Outfit 18:4 . oo .. 21,287
S e 8T Lo e . L2214
” ” b 18T6 o e .. 1465

GOOdstmded Outfit 1674 U P - B [
B AT SRR 1) 875 . .. Cew '--~‘,1 LI 2 1,196
‘ T 1 T e e ... 1,408
Valuatxon of the prmclpul Return Beaver, l[a.rten, and Otters, at 1876 prices :—
Outﬁt 1874 .. .i v. .. oe S e . B2625
1875 L. L. .. .. ve .. 1,49
b B8TE L s e e e e 1,591

Accordmwly it will be seen that the returns show g decrease of £1,000:in Outﬁt 1876
~when £240 more woods were traded than in Outfit 1874. ~

The result of trade is stated i in the Countrv Accounts as follows :—
Outfit 1814 on.: A.pparent Profitof .. - .. . . .. £1,473
Ly 1875,y y e e e es e 1,327
ST st e L e
. The Oﬁicer in charge states that the: returns show an xmprovement in every 1tem of
importance, except Fishers, w}ucb are 20 per cent. lower than in Outfit 1875. Bears and
‘Musquash are from 35 to 40-per cent. hetter, and Minks aud Lynx bave mcreused 50 per cent:,
"and Otters 80 per. cent. At the pnces udopted in Qutfit 1875, the returns of Outfit 1876
would have shown an 1mprovcment of £812. If that amount is added.to the v.ppurent profit
of £o39 the result of trade at Brumm ick for. Outﬁt 18"6 w onld. be n.bout the snme ‘as that of
’ Outﬁt 18[!‘ : :

" Mr. P.utso‘v reported that there was. a shght decrea.se in the Indxan debts which

: amounted t0-1,448 M.B. - From ‘the Ist’ June, 1877, this’ “Post forms ‘part’ of the Montreul 'f :

Department. .The Returns of Outﬁt 1876 were sent to London by way of Lake Supenor. -
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KINOGUMISSEE msmm:r

Inventory at wmmencement of Outﬁt 1874 TR £1,680

c “n closeofOutﬁt 1876 L. Sy 08
Snpphes sentoutm.Outﬁt 18:4 V T R ...1964"._ o N
Bl o E o 1875 . .. Cee .‘.b 7..‘ PO 1813 ' v

Y T, I8 L. o L1948

Goods traded, Outfit 1874 .. °~ .. .. .. .. .. £1813
»” . s 1 - 1875 . .o ve 'o‘, .e o 1 553
* ‘ LI ’n 1876 .. . .. ‘ .o . .o ' 1.. ‘ ,‘7' 1 934

Valuation of the principal Returns, Beaver, Marten, and Otters, at 1876 prices :—
S ‘ SR B . @,
C OwBt 1874 .. .. .. e .. #2181

. 1875 .. .. .. .. - . ce e 2141
Ty 1876 .. .. A 4

Apparent Profit Outfit, 1874 .. e e £1‘,‘87'0
" w1875 o . P A [
. w on 18:6 e .. S 149,

The Returns of Outfit 1876, valued at the prices of Outfit 1875 would have increased
the appa.rent proﬁts by £1,255. Etcept at Metochewan, the Indian debts have been largelv
reduced, but at that place the increase is conmderable, and amounts to $2 849. -

The regular opposition at Metochewan mterfered to a great extent with the success of

that Post ; but this year, the freetrader Dcccas is said to have failed, and it was expected that
the low price of Furs would limit hxs.operatlons in future. -

EASTMAIN DISTRICT.

Inventory at commencement of Qutfit 1874 .. .. .. £7,503

. close of OAutﬁt 1876 .. .. .. - .. 7,699
Supplies sent out in Outfit 1874 .. .. .. .. £1,783
» w1878 .. .. - .. .. 2,661

,, w1876 . L. L0 L L 2,750

" Goods traded in Outfit 1874 e e oo .. #£1,5%
» w1875 e ee e o 1,891

. . 1876 ... .. .. .. 3883

Valuation of the principal Retums—Beavers, White Foxes, Marteﬁ, and Otters—at
1876 ‘prices :— : ‘ |

Outfit 1874 .. .. .. .. .. .. coo.. £891
. 1875 .. .. e U v .. 1,608
, 1876 ... .. L. L. e v .. 4,168

Apparent Profits, Outfit 1874 .. .. .. . .. .. £1,179
» " » 18756 .. .. .. .. .. 2,492
) ” »n 1876 S ve a4 .o .o 1,753

Ha.d the prices « of 1875 been adopted for the Returns of Outﬁt 18"6 an addxtxonal sum
of £1,354 would have been added to the apparent proﬁts of the Dlstrlct



%

M'r PARSON reported that Beaver ha.d mcreased 50 per cenc a.nd Otters 30 per ‘cent. ”

L N ANE T ere

: Rabblts were in great numbers, but the prospentg of the dlétnct was owing to the increase in

Se W

Foxes, more especm]ly Whlte Fox%, wlnch ‘were: swarmmg dnrmo the early part ‘ofthe wm%er. B
AT

el ‘vafiw Lize, oy G‘W‘

.
LT \',r :

‘ " The Indmn Debtor Ba.lances amonnt to only 158 M B., bemg a fnrther decrease on
vthose of 1st June, 1876 “

-

ABITIBi DISTRICT.

Inventory at commencement of Outﬁt 1874 .. .. v £467

» closeofOutﬁt1876 S ..'1284
‘Showmganmcrease of .. .. .. .. £800

Supphes sent out in Outfit 1874 .. .. oo L oL £3;480
” " ” 1875 .o .o .o .o .o - 3,2]06
22 iz 1 18‘6 . es . e .e .o 2‘,818

‘Goods traded in Qutfit 1874 ... .. .. .. .. .. £3.676
w w W8TS.. L oL L 2,587
woow » 18T6.. .. L. .. .. L2

Valuation of the prineipal Returns
Beaver Marten, Mink and Otters at 1876 prices, Outfit 1874 .. 2,594

» ’” 2] ' ) 1875 .o 1,857
” | o L w1876 .. 2,790
Apparent Profit, Outfit 1874 R o 1
”» » 1875 ss | e . .e . ’ 687
134 i3 1876 . .o . .o .o 710

This District was transferred to the Montreal Department at the commencement of
Outfit 1876. = The Apparent Profit would have e\ceeded that of Outfit .1874, had the same
Valuation of the Returns been adopted.

MOOSE FACTORY DEPOT.

Inventory at commencement of Qutfit 1874 .. . .. £27,458
’ close of Outfit 1876 .. .. .. .. .. 29,769
| Supplies sent out in Outfit 1874 .. .. .. .. £19,318

. ” 1875 .. e .. . 19,048
" . 1876 .. .. .. .. .. 1634
Goods traded, Outfit 1874 .. .. .. .. .. .. $£21,556
Transfers to Districts .. . . .. 16,258

Leaving u balance of .. .. .. .. £5,298
Goods traded, Outfit 1875 .. . .. .. .. .. £14,503
Transfers to Dx~trxcts .. .. . . 7,992

Leaving a balance of .. .. . . . 26,911
Goods traded, Outfit 1876 .. .. .. .. .. .. £16,937
' Tra.nsfers to Districts .. .. e .. 8,511

Lea.vxngn'be_,lanceof G el .. £8,426
o ‘ H
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o Comparmg Outhlt 1876 with Oubit'1874, {iis statément shows’ asi sdditional outlay at
Moose Factory of £3 000 a pomon of wlnch arises from the fact that, in Outfit 1874, Customs
duties were placed to a sepamte account, nimely, ¢ Getéral Charges,” Whﬂe the correspOndmo'
item is now dealt with i m comxectlon thh the snpp‘lxes of'the depot.”

In Outfit 1814 the mnonnt of * General Charges 1’ Aeconnt was. . ..,’2,451
”” 1875 . ' » L] 671
" 1876 y " N . 29

‘showirig a reduction of £2,200 in Outfit 1876 as compared with 1874.

The wages of Servants employed in the Depot charged in the Factorv Accounts were
as follows :—

ou‘t{ﬁ't1874 e e el 21,498

. 1875 T LT ST 1,403
» 1876 R T R 1,416

Valuation of tie Returns of the Dep6t in the Country Accounts :—

Outfit 1874 ce e i ee e e e ... 82763
., 1875 e e e e e 2 005
» 1876 e e e e e 2,233

Resurt or TraDE.

. Apparent Loss, Outfit 1874 .. .. e .. £3,408
" , 1875 .- .. .- .. .. 2,056
2 a 3] 1876 .. - ‘ .o . .o ‘ 3,717

Had the Returns of Outfit 1876 been valued at tke prices of 1875, the apparent loss

of £3,717 would have been reduced by a sum of £1,062, showing an increased expenditure of

£700 in Outfit 1876, with regard to which the Oﬁicer in charge at the Factory has not
offered any explanatmn




MONTHEAL DEPARTMENT.

] Abstragt of the Inventories of the Montreal Departzﬁent;

Outfit 1874. ! Outfit 1875. Outfit, 1876.
‘English Goods .. .. .. .. | £25,616 | £34545 | £28,561
Canadign ,, .. .. .. .. 14,786 ! 17,611 ' 17,605
Live Stock .e .o ce e 903 : 859 - | 1T
Outstanding Debts .. .. .. 5,822 ! 7,695 5,391
Cash .. . - 1,404 | 901 1,080
Buildings and Improvements b 2541 } 2,028° - 2,301
Boats .. . . . .- 313 387 409
Balances tmnsferred e 18,770 | 31,019 | 26,106
£72,158 } £85,048 - i £77,463
R | [

These Balances are represented by goods received or purchased at Montreal on account.
of the Districts contained in this Department, as well as on account of the Northern Depart-
ment, for the trade of the following Outfit.

The largest item is for account of the Northern Department, the amount at the close of
Qutfit 1876 being §57,134.

The following is a list of the Outstanding- Debts :—-

Fort Wililam . .. .. e . .. . .. 96,885
Nipigon c. . . . .. e s .. 689
Michipicoton . .. e e e .. 822
Temiscamingne o .. . .. . .. .. 4,680
Ottawa River .. .. . .. .. .. .. 4,378
Saguenay .. .. .. . .. . - .. 2,447
Bersamis .. .. .. .. .. . .. . 479
Mingan .. .. . . . e e .. 2,642
St. Augustine . .. .. .. . . .. 1,164
Esquimaux Bay .. .. e e . - 2,048

526,233 or £5,391

The amount written off for bad debts in Outfit 1874 appears to have been $13,000, as
compared with $3,326 in Outfit 1875, and $2,200 in Outfis 1876.

Indian Debts are not valued, nor have the amounts outstanding been reported.

Supplies from England.

Outfit 1874 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. £21819
. 1873 L o L 17,090
s WI6 L. L o 14,606

A further reduction in the amount of the shipments to the Montreal Department was'
made in Outfit 1877 in censequence of the umsatisfactory results of the trade of the
Department. The amount was £9,804.

‘ ’l‘he Returns of the Department realized £58,750 in Outfit 1874
v ’ ” 51,448 " 1875
” " " 43,028 , 1876
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These Returns were valued in. t.he Country Accounts as follows :—

Outﬁt 1874 el . .. 8264850 — £52,970
e 1875 L L . e 244,859 48,971
w 1876 .. o L0l <« . 28,902 = 46,380

Result of: trade upon these valuutions :—

Outfit 1874, “a.ppafent Loss .. .. .. 811,162 = £2,232
, 1875 . G e 11,746 = 2349
» 1876 wo e e 3,377 = 6715

In Outﬁt 1876, Abm’bx sttnct, mcluded iu the result of trade of the Montreal Depart-
ment for the first time, showed an apparent profit of $3,550, which should be allowed in
comparmg the result with that of Outfit 1875. The valuations of that Outfit applied to the
returns of . Outfit 1876, would have produced an apparent proﬁt of $28,000, as compared with
an apparent loss of $11,746 in Outfit 1875.

The actual result of trade, without takmg into uccount Interest and London charnea,
is as follows —_

Ontﬁt 1874, Loss .. - .. .. ‘e .. £1,000
w 1875, . .. .. o oo 4,522
. 1876, e e 4,812

RESULT >OF TRADE, MONTREAL DEPARTMENT, UPON THE
COUNTRY VALUATIONS.

_Owfit187s.  ©  Ouwht18. |  Outfit 1876,
. S S
Profit. Loss. | Proft. ; Loss. | Profit. | Loss.

! :
Fort William .. .. .. .. | 961 Lol S13,430 1 .. | 83,843
Nipigon.. .. .. .. .. | 22 it L R 322
Michipicoton .. .. .. .. | 12,949 . lesess | .. [samiToes
Lake Huron .. .. .. .. 7,453 .. . 4,660 @ .. 263 89
Abitibi .. .. .. Lo Lol . S 3,550 66 | ..
Temiscamingue O R A 2,719 . 2,546
Ottawa River .. .. . b .. 84,380 69 .. 3,665 | .. 829
Simeve .. .. O .. .. .. ' 9,059 30 AU ..} closed
Saint Maurice .. .. .. 512 .. 1,515 0 ..k .. | 3,681
Saguenay e e . 1,957 11 .. 2,847 .. 3,086
Bersamis .. .. - .. 179 .. P62 b L. .. 3,154
Mingan . Y T 1,977 095 .. 6434 | .. 7,340
St. Augustine .. .. .. .. . 3,006 83 L 4,575 21 33
Sandwich Bay .. . e e N .. .. ! .
Esquimeux Bay ee e .. 113,473 68 | 3,320 ‘ 2,153 64
Ungava .. . .. .. .. 1,525 .. 7,641 | .. 13,757 32 -
Montreal Agency ee e el .. ] 2,290 .o b 213 . 1,170
General Charges .. T e 1,184 ,i; “ r 1,088 . 1,508
— B 1 - . :
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FORT WILLIAXE

Inventory at the commencement of Outfit 1874 e e ‘84‘4_{0‘05 »
»  close of Outfit 1876 .. L .. 83,255
Supplies sent out in Qutfit 1874 .. .. .- .. $41,932
. - . 1875 .. L. . .. 34,533
wo o w o, 1876 L. .. . .. 30,693
Goods traded in Outt 1874 .. ... .. .. $12,555
.- o Smles .. .. ce .. 24,000
Leaving for Fur Trade .. .- $18,500
. ., 1875 . s .. s8T10 "
. Sales .. e .. 19,000
Leaving for Fur Trade .. .. - 8$30,110
.. 1876 .. .. .. .. $30,517
Sales .. .- .- .. 19,000
Leaving for Fur Trade .. .- $11,500

Valuation of the principal Rgtxims—Beaver, Fisher, Marten, and Seals—at 1876

prices :—
Outfit 1874 e .. .. .. . 21,274
., 1875 .. .. .. .. .. .. 1,508
. 1876 .. .. . . . .. 1,158

Resvrr or Trabpk.

Apparent Profit in Outfit 1874 o .. .. - $61
Loss . 1875 . .. .. .. $13,439
e . 1876 .. .. . ... 3,843

In consequence of the heavy loss sustained in Outfit 1875, the Officer in charge at
Montreal was directed to procecd to Fort William, und report fully upon the mode in which
the business had been conducted, and the cause of the losses. IHe found it necessary, in order
that each item of expenditare might be charged to its proper account, to muke out a fresh set
of books for the district, and to luy down rules for the guidance of Mr. Jonx McINtyre, who
only remained in charge of the District till his successor, Mr. Josgrst Harpisty, arrived from
Lake Huren. It was found that almost the entire loss had been sustained at the Post of
Fort William, and that although profits had been made on sales of goods, yet these had been
more than swept away by the expenses of the Post, losses from unpaid advances to Indians,
and from bad debts. Mr. Bisserr added that the Indian advances were for supplies given
during Outfit 876, but that the outétanding debts, in respeet of \\'Iligll allowances had been
made in Qutfits 1875 and 1876, had been brought forward from previous Qutfits.

Theye were some goods on hand at Fort Willium in excess of the probable requirements
of the District.

Mr. Bissert’s Report shows clearly that the business at Fort Willinm District had been
mismuanaged by Mr. McIxtyre, and that the losses arose chiefly from Tndian debts.

Mr. TLsrpISTY, nOW in charge of Fort William District, received clear instructions to
adhbiere to a system of trade that would prevent bad debts, and the Chief Commissioner added,
“ As T feel satisfied he will carry out these instructions, another year will demonstrate whether
it is dvisable to continuc business there or not.”

The sales of goods were larger in Outfit 1874 than in 1875 and 1876, on uccount of the
Government having in 1874 concluded a Treaty with the Indians inhabiting the country
between Loke  Superior and the Lake of the Woods. The cash paid to the Indiuns was

‘ 1
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expended by them in the purcha.se of goods, aud the annunl pavmem» t;o +hem are sumlarly :

‘employed. = In Outfit 1876 the Profit on )Ierchandlse Account amounted to $3,215, while the. k
losses from advanc& and the expenses alluded to ”by Mr Bx‘\tlrrr e'cceeded that amount by- T

S3 700, the apparent Loss stated in the sttnc.. .—\ccounts.'

. NIPIGOX.

Tnventory at commencement of Outfit 1874 .. . . ~ $29,4€5 '
” close of Outfit 1816 e ee e e 28,599
bupphes sent out in Outfit 1874 .. .. - il L s28,062
v 1875 .. Lo .. 17,861
. . » 1876 .. L L. ... 10,799
Goods traded in Qutfit 1874 - .. .. .. . .. $28,900
o Sales e .. 17,000
Leaving for Fur Trade: = .. .. | 7 $11,900 .
1875 . ... .. S14,500 '
Sales .. .. . 2,000
Leaving for Fur Trade ..~ .. - $12,500
. 1876 .. .. » .. $15,226
: Sales -. .. .. 2,000
Leaving for Fur Trade .. . $13,226

Valuation of the prmclpal Returns in Beaver, Fisher, Lynx, )I'xrten, Mink, and Otters,
at 13706 prices :— : : .

Outfit 1874 .. .. e e L £1,917
. 1875 .. oL 709

1876 .. .. .. .. . .. 2,200

Resurr or TrADE.

Apparent Profit in Outfit 1874 .. R .. “ $2237
. Los ., 1875 .. WL . 197
N . 1876 .. L e, 322

Had the Returns of Quttit 1876 been assumed at tdxe valuation of Qutfit 1875, there

wuuld have been on an apparent profit in the District of about §1,500, upon a capital of about .
'$40,000, so that even at last year’s prices the District would not yicld 5 per cent. In this

. District also the Sales of goods to the Indians were lm ger in 1874, in conaequence of the
conclusion of the Treaty W1th the Government."

MICHIPICOTON. .
Inventory at cominencement of Outfit 1874 .. .. . 59,701
T close of Outfit 1876 .. e ‘e .. 14,188
Increase .. - .. $4,487
Supplies in Outfit 1874 .. .. .- .. .. .. $21,034- -
N oy, 1875 L0 Lo L. L0 L. 21,402

. » 1876 . .. . .. .. .. 18851



| *.31;1 |
Goodstradedmoutﬁnsw. ST Tesdin. .. $18,801
S e ABTE o el 18114
- ‘,~.”r;‘ T 18‘6 R T, . 18 055

Valuation of the Prmcxpal Retums—Beaver, Flsher, Lynt, Marten Mmks and
- Otters—at 1876 pncm., : ‘ ‘
OuE1874 .. .. .o .o ai e .. 83,867
w1875 L. . e o0l ie el s ea o B,582
o ABT6 . ol i ey ee e . 3,975

‘ Rmrrsoxr TRADB. , o .
Appa.rent Proﬁt on Outﬁt 1874 .. .. .. el 812,949
” ” 1875 .. .. T .. .o .o 5,983
e e 1BT6 . e e e e ATTT
At last year’s prices the retums of the District would have amounted to £5,626, or
£900 more than the valuation put upon them. This would have incréased the apparent profit -
to $8,377, or about 25 per cent. upon the capital of $30,000 employed in the District.

LAKE HUROX.

‘ Inventory at the commencement of Outﬁt 1874 . . .. 914,884

. close of Outfit 1876 .. .. - .. .. 10,978
Supplies sent out in Qutfit 1874 .. e e .. .. $22,006
»w s 1875 .. .. .o ve .. 17,869

o, 1876 . e .e e .. 15873

Goods traded in Outfit 1874 ' .. .. ee ... $22,434
. " 1875 e e e e 21,324

" " 1876 ce e e ee .. 28,436

Vauluation of the principul Returns--Beaver, Fisher, Marten, Mink, Musquash, and
Otters—at 1876 prices: — ‘

Outhit 1874 .. .. = v e e .. .. £8,966
V18T L. e ee e e e .o .. 4,018

w1876 L. .. ee oo e ee e 4375

Resurr oF TrRAaDE.

Appu.rent Proﬁt Outfit 1874 . el . .. 87,4533
" 1875 ceee e .. .. 4,660

N . 1876 ce e e e 263
Mr. Bisserr reported that the apparent profits of the District had declined mainly on
account of additional expenses incurred in meeting greater. opposition than in former years;
but the result would have been equal to that of Outﬁt 1875, had the same valuation of the
retarns been adopted.. ‘

The capit:ﬂ employed in the District is about $30,000, upon which' the dppurent
profit of Outfit 1875 would be 15 per cent.



329 913 R
‘ : 32,083 7

';9TT—1‘°upphessentoufquut&b18141».. NI 827 79T

213 T 1875 :..:" : :‘.‘. .. .-

o) Ty 33,584
T N T ,,‘ C18T6 Lo ; ,‘,,.12'5’,9;19_,_
,Goodstmdedmoutﬁt 1878 o L Lies,599
RS €. v P RPMCHN: )  o L
Do 1846‘3 e e = 2766"

. Valqanon of the pnncxpal Retums—Bmver, F's'her, Lynx, Marten, Mmk, Musquash
,and Otters—at 1876 pnces :

0ntﬁt'13;4 S e 7 £4,373
S 8. 7 J T U PO DU X - Ly
» 1876 .. U K el we 4,062

: ST Rr.am:r oF TRA‘DE. R

AppanentProﬁtmOutﬁtlSt-ﬁ Lo . 86,245
» Loss ,, 1875 .. .. L. .. 2,719 -
" ,," 1876 .0 .. ce e 2546

\ccordm"lv it will be seen that there is a d1ﬁ‘erence of $8,900 between the resnlt of :
Trade in Qutfits 1874 and 1576, The returns of last Outfit, valued at prices adopted in 1875,
would h.u-e amounted to £3, 374 or about’ $5,000 more than the valuation in the Accounts.
This addition would have resulted in an apparent proﬁt of $2,500, instead of a loss of about
the same amount. But as the capital employed in the district is nearly $60,000, the profit
should not be Jess than $15,000, or 25 per cent. upon the capltal The exp]:matxon given by
the Officer in charge of the unsatisfactory state of the-accounts of Temiscamingue district is
that great _effort hns been required for some years back to keep out opposition, which would
‘have matermllv affected the trade of the outlvmfr posts from James’ Bay in the Southern
Dcp.u'tment o

Last year Mr. Bls:x-:rr explained that the Returns of the District' showed a dccrease

as compared with those of Outfit 1874, but the fact that o larger amount of goods had been

traded in OQutfit 184a for the smaller quantxtv of Furs, shows that in' consequence of
oppos‘tmn the pnces had been laroely increased. .

OTTAWA RIVER.

Inventory at the commencement of Outfit 1874 .. .. 517,829
. closc of Outﬁt 1874 : ' 17 743
Supphes sent out in Outfit 1874~ ... .. .. . 48,823
. , v, 1875 .. e ., 10,616
- .o « 1876 - : 6.417
Goods traded in Outfit 187¢ .. .. .. .. ..  $12,670
' Transfers ... .. . 6,656
Léaring for Fur Trade .. ' " 86,000
o 18T5 .. $10,000
- - Transfers: .. 3.969
Leaving for Fur Trade 5’6,231
. 1876 ) . $10,951 -
‘Transfers $3,300 .
~Sales 3,500 o .
. SR 56,800
. ' Legving for Fur Trade .. ‘ 34,151
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Martcn,Mmk Musqm,ana Otters—- .

S w&fu;ih(;h
' atlS’?Gpncés—’ } R RS
Outft 1874 ... i.-.'; e e
S 1875“: e e :

R 1876,_‘ e ERES

of the prﬁicxpal Returns—Beaver,

» ansm:r ox Tm‘
ApparentLossmOutﬁtlSd .. . . Cee e e o $4880: T e
= e T e
* o 1876 R I N .‘. 829

A The total value of the Retnrns of. Ottawa B1ver Dlstnct is £1 29° agamst £800 the
value of woods traded. The Furs, valued at the pnc% of Outfit 1875, would have amounted
to £932, leaving- a margm of £130 wlnch falls short bv 200 of the:amount. paid in the
District for wa.g&s ' o : . el

In reportmg upon ' the Acoounts of Out.ﬁt 1870, Mr. Bxssm wrote as folIows

“'The Ottawa vaer a.nd Sag'uena.y Dlstncts are o.gmn ﬁnsatlsfa.ctonly showing deficits, and :
** except as frontxer Posts holdmg a check on the mtrumon of ouimde tm.ders 'w1fL the mtenor
sttncts would ha.rdly be worth maintaining” -

As reoards Outﬁt 18"'6 he \\rote.

“The transactions at Ottawu. River are prmcxpally foi- CaSh and the loss has been reduced’
“ gince last yenr from §3,600 to about $800, and the u'ade of this Stn.hon, mwht perhaps, with
““advantage, be rehnq_mshed nltogether were it not for the protectlon it gwes to the Inland
“ Distriets.” :

ST. MAURICE DISTRICT.

Inventory at commencement of Outfit 1874 .. ce e SL341
. close of Qutfit 1876 . .. e el 4,731

Supphes furnished in Outﬁt 1874 L S ‘._. $10,973
Dmfts by Ofﬁcermcha.rf'e e e 14,995

Qupphes furmshed in Outfit 1875 .. S el .. 815,371
‘Drafts’ bv Oﬂicer in charge ce o e. o 11,934

Supplies furnished in Outft 1876 .. .. .. .. 814,235
Draftsby Officer in charge .. .. 7,261

Goods, &e., traded in Outfit 1874 e e e .. $25476
Tmnsfers . ‘e e 3,000

‘ §21,476
Goods, &c., tradod in Outfit 1875 .. .. .. .. $23,000
Goods, &c., traded in Outfit 1876 Lo .. .. .. 19, 400

Valuutxon of the principal Returns—DBeaver, Marten, Mm]-. Musquash and Otters—
at 1876 prxce: — o ‘ :

Outht 1874 .. .. er e e e £3,103
S I8TS L L. . o i e e 3,649
o 1876 L. L. . .0 oo 0 .. (2,893

Resurr or. TrapE.

‘ .\ppzu'ent ProhtmOutﬁt 1874 .. . ee el .. . $512
Ty wo w1878 L L Lo 1515
. Loss ’ ,1876 S e e el ee o 3681




S The Retnms vnluedatlastyear’s pnca wouldhave amonntadto £4 111, ‘t:exn° an increase
of a'bout £800 in the vnluatxon m.the accounw whlch wo'xld have covered the apparent loss .

regards St. Mam-we sttnct Mr Bmm wrote as foIlows —

‘ “ Here a very mnrked decrease is seen in the amount of the Beturns thefnmng off bemg
Do about on&ﬂurd, and the appa.rent loss consequenﬂy approaching  §3, 400 ‘as compared with a

** profit of $1,500 in 1875. This deerm.se arises, not so much from greater competxtxon, but from - - .

* an actual- dearth of Fur- bearing animals in that sechon of country smmte between the Snguevary
5t Maurxce, and;: Gahnetm Rners. ‘ ‘ ,

ST AUGUSTINE

: Inventory at commencement of Outﬁt 1874 e e . 89,304

” closeofOutﬁtlS:G . .. e . 9,934
- qupplxes sent out in Qutfit 1874 L . . $8,169 -

Dra.ftsbyOﬁicermChnrge o .. 1,855

’ Supphes semt outin Outit 1875 .. .. .. .. ..  $49%2
DraftsbyOfﬁcermcharg-o © .o .. 1,988
bupphes sent out in Outfit 1876 . . e $3,210
Dra.fts by Ofﬁcermchnrge -
GoodstmdedmOntﬁt 1374 e L ssem
» o » 1875 L . L. 8,388
s 1876 0 L0 000 2,3

Valuation of Returns in the Country Accounts :—

Outfit 1874 . .. e el . . .. 86,079
,» 1875 .. - e . R .. 3,837
. 1876 .. e .. .. L. .. 2,430

Rzsurr oF TraDw,

Apparent Loss in Outfit 1874 .. e e .. $3,006
” ” » 1875 . .. .. o s 4,575
s Profit ,, 1876 .. = .. R, .. 21

In consequence of the heavy losses sustained-in Outfits 1874 and 1875 at St. Augustine, -

the T’ost has been relinquished for the present. The Officer in charge appears to have made
large advances to Indjans, which remained unpaid.

SAGUENAY DISTRICT.

J-:ventory at the commencement of Qutfit 1874 . .. 813,463
o - closeof Outfit 1876 .. ., .. .. 13,296
bupphcs furnished in Outfit 1874 . . e $8,466
‘  Drafts by Officer in charge . .. 13,479
Supplies furnished in Outfit 1875 . .. . . .. 98,737
- Dmﬁs by Officer in c}w.rgc .. . 10,340
\upphes mmlshed in Outﬁt 1876 . . e $4,812
‘ Drafts by Officer in chu.rge - .. 4, 58"’

Goods, &c., Tm.ded in Qutfit 1874 .. - ‘e .. S.. ,-30
A " 1875 .. .. .. .o 17,461

S 4 L1876 R § I 11
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: Valua.tmn of the pnnclpal Returns—-Beaver M&rten Musquash and Otters—at
1816pnm e ' o

1875;_‘;, S P PSR

1876 Ll Ll Lo L ey
‘ . L REaUm: oF me-:. IR S
ApparentLossmOntﬁt 1814\. Sl ‘M.'.;'-L 1.3;.; i - B1,957.

o e L TS X - R
S et IBTB e e T 8,086

‘ Sawuenay was referred to by Mr. Bisser us bemﬂ' a Frontier District Lept up for the
- protectxon of the trade in the Interior. Tn his last report he alluded to the falling off in the
quantity of the returns of the District, in couseqnence of the scarcity of fur—bearmg animals.
The returns at last year's prices would have amounted to £1,911, being an increase of £300, or
L 500 on their valuation in the accounts. Even with that addition there would be a loss on
the trade of the District. It will be observed that both the supplies and the profits of the

. Officerin. charn'e for funds, with which to purchase furs, have decreased in amount; and it may
be remarked,; that dnnnf* Outfit, 1877, the purchase of furs has been still furthet restncted in
this and other dlstncts of the Montreal Department :

BERSAMIS AND MINGAN.

Bersamxs and Mingan Posts, in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, have lnthorto been kept up at
a loss, in view of the protection they have afforded to some of the valuable dlstncts in the
Southern Department, to which opposmon traders have not yet penetrated. B ‘

BERSAMIS.
‘Inve‘ntory at commencement of ‘OutﬁtlST-& . © .. $4,986
" close of Outfit 1876 .. - .. e .. 3,801
Supphes furnished in Outfit 1874 .. . .. .. s1n011
Drafts by Officer in charnc . .. 4,673
bupphes furnished in Outfit 1875 .. . e .. $7,667
Drafts by Ofﬁcer in charge .. . 4,980
Supplies furmqhod in Outfit 1876 .. . . .. 813,005
Drafts by Officer in churge . .. 15,803
Goods. &e., trnded in Outfit 1874 .. .. .. .. Bl2,710
. 1875 R X
1876 e .. 19,957

"

Resurr or TraDE.

Apparent Profit in Outht 1874 oo e e $179
Do R {7 £ 623
Loss . 1876 .. .. - . .. 8,154

”

‘The Returns, valued at the prices of Outfit 1875, would bave shown animprov ‘ement of
about $3,000. Mr. Bissrrt reported to the Chief Commissioner that Mr. Grecor Buretss,
the clerk in charge of Bersamis, had taken upon himself to make .xdvancea to the Indians in -
Outfit 1876 far beyond the amount he was authorised to.make, and when their ‘hunts were

received in the Spring, a large sum remained unpaid (about $8,100).- ‘Had thle amount not
been advanced the post would have c\hllnted an apparent profit of $4 000.
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In replv, tlxe Cluef bommlsstoner ad&rased Mr. Bxssm as follows

 4Such reckless msmanagement as that of Mr. Bmzuxss is extremely reprehensxble, a.nd amv 2
“only be dealt with summarily. As scon, therefore, as you can provide o successor, you will recove
“«him fmm lus clmrge and inform lnm that his semces are no longer regmred »

He contmued.

“The svstem of outﬁttm° Indians at the Gnlf Posts must be a‘bxmdoned, as from your own
“*showing it mm-m‘bly results in loss; and you cannot trust to the ]udgment of PostManagers. while
«there is no possibility of an experienced commissioned -officer being at all these stations when
‘advances aré made to the Indians, who could dxscnmmute 'bet“ cen the responsiblo and the

nresponsxble ones.” ‘ : S '

SfIﬁGAN.

Inventory ot the "ommcncement of Outﬁt 18:4 e . él;,S'Sl)
» the close of Outfit 18:6 R v 4
| utpphes furnished in Outﬁt 1844 .. | Ceel ee e $13, 173:
Draftsby Officer in charge .. - .. .. 3,313

. Outfit1875 .. .. .. .. S12,587

‘ Drafts by Officer in charge .. .. .. 4,394

. Outht1876 © .. .. .. .. SI15,000

Drafts by Officer in charge .. . 2412
Goods, &c., traded in Outfit 1874 .. .. .. .. ... $16,164

" - Outfit 1875 .. .. “ .. e 18,551

" . Outht 1876 .. .. .. .. .. 19447

" Valuation of thn Principul Returm——Bea\ er, Marten, Mink and Otters—at 1876

| prices :— ‘
Outfit 1874 .. .. .. . e e £1,554 .
. 1875 B O TR F1:1:
. 1876 N K o7

Resvrr or Traps.

Apparent Loss in Outfit 1874 . .. .. .. .. .o 81,977
. “ 1875, .. .. .. .. .. 6,434
. . 1876 .. e. ee e 7,340

As regards the unfortunate result of the trade at Mingan for Outtit 1875, Mr. Bisserr
renorted that it arose from ‘¢ undue advances, which were still unpaid;” and in reference to -
Outfit 1876 he wrote:—

.

¢ At Mingaun, the result of the husiness is far from satisfactory, showing as it does an increased

* loss from year to year for some time back. the amount this year being upwards of $7,000. We

- ** have no satisfactory explunation with regard to this. Mr. Daxier McLaxey, Clerk, who hus been

“in charge of Notashquan Post, at which 2 portion of the loss was made, has been dismissed from

A t.he service, but it is evident that a further chunge, either in the management or of the business,
e 1s ven necessary.” ‘

Upon bmh oceasions a considerable amount of correspondenw tnok place with the Chief
C ommxaswnor, who issued to Postmasters the following ln'-tru(,t\om —

“That goods to Settlers or Planters must (ml\ be sold for caah, or furs, or othor produce,
“which ean bé sold at Quebee or Montreal at o profit, and advances to Tndians can only be given
- “to such hunters as have gwen in ali their fur-s to the Compun_y , and are able as well as mlhng to
pay then- de'bts " o o : :
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“He' consxdered t'hat it would not be prudent to th.hdraw from these Posts, but theu'
expenses wonld be reduced to the Iowest Iimits. R

ESQUIMAUX BAY DISTRICT

Inventory ateommencementof Out.ﬁt 1814 V e e $33,672 ¢

“p ' closeof Outit1876 ~ .. . ... .. e 84,013
Supphes furmshedm Outﬁt 1874 L oo e .. 834,048
» ,  Outfit1875 . .. .. . .. 26418 -
s .. Outfitls?e .. .. .. .. 14,028
Goods tradedmOutﬁt 1874 .. T S L. TlUs34,301 »
o ., OwBE18T5 .. L. onie i oL 023,140
. " Outfit 1876 .. .. e Tl .. '29,900 _

| Valuatlon of the ]?rmcxpal Retnms of White and lever Furs, Marten, Otters, and
- Salmon, at 187 6 prices—

-Outhit, 1874 e ... .. s22

Outfit 1875 sl 2,297
Outfit 1876 CO e T e e 48

Resurr oF TRADE.

‘Apparent Loss in Outfit1874 .. .. .. .. .. S13473
- ., Profit ., 1875 .. .. .. .. .. ' 3829
” ” T, 1876 0 o o 2,153

The Officer in chargé explains that had the returns of Outfit 1876 been valued at the
prices of Oatfit 1875, the apparent profit of the District would have beeun fully $7,000. This
would be equal to about 12 per cent. gross profit on the capital employed. This District has
been affected not only by the low prices of Furs, but by the decline in the price of Salted
Salmon, from 78s. to 57s. per tierce, and the low price of Preserved Salmon, namely:
73d. per 1b., as compared with 10d. and ls. in former years. Chief-Trader Coxxorry,
who has since retired from the Service, was responsible for the management of the District
in Outfit 1874, and was unable to explain the cause of the unsatisfactory result of
trade for that year. The District has since been well managed and with a return
of uverage good prices, would most probably show ‘a fair percentage of profit on the
Capital employed.

e e S = 4+ a4 s

UNGAVA.

Inventory at commencement of Outfit 1874 . . .. $6,909

’ close of Qutfit 1876 .. .. .. .. 19,088

. Inb;».. . . 512,000

Supplies furnished in Outfit 1874 ce e oo .. s12482
" b Outfit 1875 .. ' L. o) 19,739 e
T Outfit 1876 e . .. .. 11,768 gt

Goods tmded in Outhit 1874 .. .. .. .. ..  $9,774

" Outfit 1875 e e 8,114

. Owtfit 1876 .. .. ... .. .. 8762




‘ Valuahon of the pnnmpal Returns of - §iver and Wh.lte 'Foxes, Mart/en Deerskm
‘ and SaltedSaJmon, at 1876pncos. ER me T
C 0 OutAt1sT4 .. .. .. . . ;. L Enies
T . 7 T PR B U
b 1876 L. il Lo o e L 2,822

Resurt or Trave.

ApparentProﬁtmOutﬁt 1874 .. .. .. .o .. 81,5%
. . 1875 .. .. .. .. .. 164 .
. 1876 Lo L 13,757
. The Cnpxtal employed in the District where’ there is no competmon amounts to
'326 000, and the return for last year is therefore aO per cent. The collectxon of White
Foxes at Ungn.va during Outfit 1876 exceeded that of any former yenr.

MO"TTREAL AGLNCY OR DEPOT

Inventory of goods at commencement of Outfit 1874 .. . 39,204 ‘

' close of Outfit 1876 . .- .. .. -'8,646

"Supplies furnished in Outfit 1874 .. e .. 3191,854
. , 1875 .. .. .. .. 272,389

. » 1876 .. .. .. .. 207,737

, Tmnsfers to Districts in the Depurtmenu, Outfit 1874 .. $210.553
” 3 Co, 1875 .. 282,510

" ‘ . , 1876 .. 915,380

The wages of clerks und servants employed at Montreal are charged to the Agency,
together with rent.of offices, and other expenses. :
Sales of goods at Montreal are credited in the account as follows 1— ‘
Outht1874 .. .. .. .. .. ... .. 528

., 1875 .. .. .. .. .. O 1 1:>)
» 1876 L. L. . . . .. 615
The final result is :— ‘ | ‘ ‘ ‘
Outfit 1874 . .. ‘. .. .. .. .. Loss $2,290
» 1873 .. .. .. .. e e m 213,
o 1876 . L. L. L L. .. .., 1,170

GENERAL CHARGES.

This account is charged with travelling expenses of Officers in visiting Posts, and petty
disbursements. In the three Outfits, the charges were $1,184, $1,038, and $1,508 respectively,

'SANDWICH BAY DISTRICT—LABRADOR COAST.

o In 18"'4 the Company purchased the bmldmgs plant, and stock of Messrs. A. B. Hunt
& Co., who had for many years carried on a profitable business in this district. The Company
also engaged Messrs. Hunt's manager, Mr. S. DAWE, to supenntend the business, whxch i3
- somewhat. different from that conducted at Esquimaux Bay.

- Mr.Dawe’s accounts are completed in London aftbr the returns of t;he District are sold.
The Returns consist of Salmun (salted and preserved), and cod fish.



: 39 . ‘./-

In Outﬁt 1874, the supphes of oroods from,En"Iand and Montreal amounted to £3 0&..‘
" to which the freight of chu.rtered schooners, dutics, ..nh .other charges of considerable amount,

- were added. Tho “Retarns amounted to £5, 551, and the Outfit proﬂuced a proﬁt of £lbO.; o
 The Capltal at the close of that Outfit nmounted to :86,4;0" A o

© ... In Outfit 187 5 the’ Supphes nmounted to £3, 900 nnd the Returns ..:7' 150 ; while the
trade resulted in a loss of £915. A

In Outﬁt 1876 the Supplies umounted to £4 800 and a. mauch larger out.lqv was
incurred at St. John’s than in 1874 and 1875, in consequence of an increase in the quantity of
cod-fish and the payment of the ﬁshermen by shares. ' The Returns of Outfit 1876 reu.hsed
£11, 560 and the accounts of the District. axhibxted 2 oss of £1,700. ‘

y These accounts have been annlys'éd, and the loss has been found to arise from the
 transactions in salmon. Notwithstanding the. depressed state of the market for cod fish, that
branch of the busmess shows a proﬁt of £90 for Outfit 1876, while the loss on salmon amounts -
to £1,793. -

In.consequence of the result of trade durmg the past two Outfits, M.r . Dawe has been
instructed to close an establishment at Earl Island, where other traders had been oﬁ'enno' ‘
higher rates for salmon than the London market prices ; and although his limits for purchases
of sulmon were reduced last season for the operations of Outfit 1877, further reductlons have
been dec1ded upon for t.he current season, in order, if possible, to secure a proﬁt on the business,

At the close of Outfit 1876, the Capital employed in the business amounted to £21,000,
while the Returns were realued during the same season as that in which the goods were
supphed , - ‘ N

A considerable reductlon is now being made in the amount of Capital employed at
Sandwich Bay.




- WESTERN DEPARTMENT.

The foliowing is an abstract of the Inventories of the Western Department, at the close of
Outfits 1874, 1875, and 1876:—

Outfit 1874. Outfit 1873. Outfit 1876.
Goods .. .. .. .. .. .. ..| £60,036 - £80,337 £88,836
Live Stock .. SO e L .. 2,729 2,960 92,662
Farm Produce -~ .. . .. e ) 363 330 382
Transport Equipments .. .. i . 70 72 .59
Buildings and Improvements .. . . . i 417 - 371
Steamers e ieee e e} 12,206 9,928 10,660
Cash .. .. .. "ev oo oo .o} 8897 6,116 | 527
Outstanding Debts .. .. .. .. .. 17,480 | 18,687 17,652
. £96,798 | £118,848 | £121,149
Outstanding Liabilities .- .. .. A 3,526 : 1,326 _ 92,128
" £93,266 1 £117,522 | £119,016

With regard to the Debts, it is to be observed that, of the Qutstanding Balances, the
sum of £9,300 appears under the head of Customers’ Account at Victoria, and £3,000 at
Cariboo District. In Qutfit 1876, the amount written off in respect of Bad Debts at Victoria
appears to be $3,933, against $746 in 1875, and $841 in 187%. At the other Posts, abou
£1,000 appear to have been written off for Bad Debts in Outfit 1876.

The supplies from England have been as follows : —

Outfit 1874 .. - .. £50,168 8 4
» 1875 .. .. .. 65,480 16 10
» 1876 . .- . 52,240 12 5

The shipments to the Western Department, like those of other Departments, were
largely curtailed in Outfit 1877, with the view of reducing the stocks of goods on hand at the
different posts and the capital employed in the Fur Trade. The amount sent for Outfit 1877
was £37,109. 14s.

A portion of the supplics acd provisions required for the Trade of the Western
Department is purchased in California and in Sandwich Islands, and paid for. out of the
cash in hand at Victoria arising from sales of goods.

Remittances in Bills of Exchange have been made on account of the Western
Department, as follows :— ‘ ’

InOutfit 1874 .. = .. .. .. £17,513
w1875 .. .. .o .. 20,395
. 1876 L. L. L. " 20,839

The Fur Returns of the Department have realised the following amounts :—
Outfit 1874 .. .. .. .. £50,084
S, 1875 .. L ... 82,811
oy, 1876 .. e .. 28,818



At the valnatzons adopted in Outﬁt 1874 the Retums would have been— o

Outﬁt 1874

187 L

1846 .o

”

[

| £50,584
7 40 ;96
o 3'8,’2'69

.o - C ee

. Cee . .o

oe . ee .

In the Countrv Accounts they are valued as follows —

Outﬁt 18:4
1875

”

"

(X .

1876

..

T

I

@042,915
159,281

139,770

o

£48,582

31,856
27,954

" The trade of the W&stern Department forthe last Three years has produced the
following result on these valuatlons, namely.

Outfit 18:4 an apparént Profit of

124

”

1875
1876

2

2

$101,915
47,678
6,407 -

Y

A

£20,383
9,535
1,281

The actual results of the trade, Wltbout takmo into account Interest and London

charges, are as follows :—

" OQutfit 1874, Profit

1875, ,,
1876, Loss

”

22

The following is a Statement of
Depnrtment, as made up at Victoria, upon the Country valuatlons —

£17,049

.o

e .

2,663

the Profit and Loss Ac

6,011

count of the Western

Merchandize account

Customers (bad debts) |

i

Furs Purchased
Returns of Trade
Victoria Depot
Storage, &c.
General Charges
Victoria Wharf
Esquimalt
Ropairs, &e. ..
Fort Rupert ..
Comox osts. .
Fort Simpson
Skeena.
Bella Cooln
Bella Bella Post
Massett -
Stekino District
Fort Langley. .
Fort Hope
Fort Yale
. Thompson’s River
Cariboo Distriet
New Caledonia
Steamer “ Beaver
“ Enterprise”
5 Otter”
Inland '.l.rnnsport ‘

.o

[

i . OvTriT 1874, « _Ovrrrr 1875. OvrrIr 1876.
" Profit , Loss Protit, : Loss, Profit. - Loss.
U . - . . S
I 828,285 ! . 937,552 .. 823,100 ..
S . 8§ 764 .. $ 3,933
°1,415 | ..o | 4,572 2,908 ..
12,046 | . ,518 .. 11,598
.. 12,368 | . 12,883 .. 12,314
3,472 .o 4,789 . 3,496 .
3,425 | 2,573 . 3,617
. 4,148 | ) 4,148 | . 4,148
1,534 | 1,534 | 1,534
- 3,618 | . 4,476 | . 7,456
5,919 1,176 f 436 ..
1,910 . f 308 . ‘ 216
2.853 . ' 4,868 . 7,005
o 399 . 5,707 . 8,308
2,709 | l 990 .. ' 1,530 ..
1810 | .. 207 . 600 ..
1,986 ! ) i .. 152 .. 1,189
3,327 “ .. S 2,083 L 4,340
821 ' 385 475
572 I i 876 i 773 .
1,494 .| 2703 | 3,218
3,940 P 8,904 b 3,209
16,612 | 13,900 b12,736 o
13,334 | C1,587 ‘ 5,095
8,425 A L
22,675 Poo22,181 . i 15,458 ..
1,325 . 1 678 e 352
: 611 4 ! 72

e e e+



©

, This Account is charged with the whole of the Suppﬁa furnrxahed to the Department
" each Outfit, together with Customs duties and charges, and_is credited with the amounts
supplied to the various sttnct.s

Inventorv at commencement of Outﬁt 1874 .- $189,019
Ty close of Outfit 1876 .- .. . 261,919
Increase .. .. 372,000 ‘

Supphesfurmshedm Outft 1874 .. ..  $316,286

” e S8BT L :438:31-] .
” - 1876 .. ... 345374
o Transfers to Districts :— -
‘ Outfit 1874 .. .. .. . .. $203,3.9.
» 1875 e e e ... 28TBO -
., 1876 ee e e ... 298788 :
Salesin Outft 1874 - .. .. .. .. $190,925
’ 1875 ... .. .. .. 234,301
" 1876 .. ... .. .. 208,641

Mr. CuaRLEs reported that the decline of $26,000 in the amount of the Sales in 1876,
as compared with those of the previous year, arose from the greater difficulty of effecting Sales, -
and the consequent necessity of reducmo' the prices of goods, and thereby diminishing the
margin of profit.

Resvrr oF TRrape.

Outfit 1874, Profit .. .. .. 823,285
. 1875, e e .. 37,322
, 1876, e ... 23100

Funs Purcmasep aT Vicroria ror Casw.

These purchases are made at prices which are regulated from time to time by advices
from London.

The following is the result upon the Valuation of the Returns of the respective Outfits:—

Outfit 1874, an apparont Profit of .. .. §23,285
, 1875 . Loss ,, .. .. 4,572
,. 1876 . Profit ,, .. - 2,908

By the tariff of Outfit 1875, the apparent profit of Outfit 1876 would have
been §9,460. i

ReTurxs oF TRADE.

The whole of the Returns of the Department are debited to this Account at their
Country Valuation, together with expenses at Victoria and freight to London. The valuation
of the Returns is placed to the credit of the Account, und the bulance, representing expenses
and frewhr forms an annuul charge.

E In Ouifit 1743t was .. .. .. SI2,046
Ce 18T, . L. L. 9,518
L. I8T6 . .. .. .. 11,508

B In Qutfit 1876 there was more Oil than in 1875 ; consequently, the clm.ro'c for Cusks
& and ¥ rmwht was heavmr Tor Casks alone there was an addmonal $1,000 in Outﬁt 1874.
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VICTO RIA DEPOT.

Thxs Account is charoed with the expenm of i msunnt, g the goods remaining on hand at
Victoria against fire, the wages of servants employed in connection with the Goods Depéts at
Victoria and Esquimalt; the Inventories of which appear under the head of Merchandize. ~

‘ - In Outfit 1874, the Depot Expenses amounted to .. $12,368 '
” 1875, . » . 12,883
. 1876, o ey .. 12,314

STORAGE AND WHARFAGE.

The Depét expenses are reduced by making use of the Victoria Wharf and ‘Warehouse
at Esquimalt for landing and storing goods belonging to the Government and other parties,
from “hom dues ahd rents are coIlected

~ The Proﬁt on Storago Account in Outfit 1874 was $3,474
» » o, 1875 » 4,789
. ‘ " » 1876 , 3,496

Gr-:xzm Cu.mer.s

The items in this Account are composed of the charo'es incurred by Oﬁicers in visiting
Posts, the cost of Advertlsements Telegrams, &e.

The Charo'es in Qutfit 1874 were .. e .. $3,425
ye 1879 ,, .. .o .. 2,573
" © 1876 5, .. .. .. 3,617

Yicroria Waary axp WAREHOUSE AND EsQuiMALT W AREHOUSE.

. The valuations of these buildings are annually reduced by 20 per cent. of their
original cost, and the chr.rges in the Accounts are the same each Outfit.

The valuation of the Vj toria Wharf and Warchouse at the close of Outfit 1876 was.. £2,739 1 11
Esquimalt. . . . - - .. . . .. 1,158 17 10

Rerarrs AND IMPROVEMENTS,

The cost of New Ruildings and improvements can only be placed on Inventory with
the authority of the Board, and, of course, when not so valued the outlay forms a charge on the
Trade.

Outfit 1874 was charged in respect of repairs and improvements with ~ $3,618
14} 1875 I’ 2] 1 47476
1876 " o ' 7,456

This increase of $3,000 appears to have been principally expended at Vancouvers
Island for the improvement of the wharves at Victoria and Esquimalt which required new
piles and iron work.

FORT RUPERT. -

Tnvcatory at commencement of Outfit 1874 .. . oo $2,178
» close of Outfit 1876 .. .. .. .. .. 3348
Supplies furnished in Outtit 1874 . . .. e e .. $3,986
” " 1875.. .. .. .. .. 5,654

1876 .. .. .l .. .., 3,969

i




e e s 84812 L
e e . 4,387

Goodsdeedm Outﬁt 1874 »:."-:-1.;.,-‘ ey
w1875 ‘
, S 1876 e heelldel

Valnamon of t'he Retu:ms in the Countrv Acconnts ‘Ontﬁt 1874° 310 833 . -

U gy T gy e 1875 5,840
B T S : R T 4,523

Rnsm:r oF TraADE.

Appa.rentProﬁtm Outfit 1874 .. PO 85,919
e 18IS o0l i L1760
e e 18:6 ce e e ol w8

Mr. Cuarees reported in: 1875, that the trade nt t}ns Post had been econoxmcallv |
managed, but that the éffects of opposition from other Fur buyers had been severely felt 5 and
Le gave the same reasons for the fnllmo' off in the apparent Profit of Outﬁt 187

Rupert is supphed by the Steamer «“ Otter,” wlnc'h calh for its retum on her way bnck
to Victoria. ‘ :

COMOX.

Inventory at commencement of Outfit 1874 .. .. o 85,119
. close of Outﬁt 1876 . e .- ... 7,339
Increase R . . .. $2,200

‘Supplies furnished in Ontfit 1874 .. .. . .. S12,247
oo » 1875 .. .. e 8,989

i . 1876 ce e oo .. 8,406
Goods Traded in Outfit 1874 .. ..  ..° .. .. S10,749
© Sales . .. .. 7,092

 Leaving for Fur Trade ... . .. 83,657

187 .. .. . .. .. sos504
' Sales = .. .. .. 6,966
Leaving for Fur Trade . . .. $2,538
” . 1876 .. oo ee o ee .. 8751
Sales e e .. 6,287

Leuving for Fur Trude ., . $1,464

The amount of Furs traded has declined in nearly the same proportibﬁ as the.goods
supplied. It will be scen that the Sales of Qutfit 1876 are only $300 less than those of 1874,
“but the result of trade shows a much greater dxfference

anua.tlon of Retm-ns in the Country Accounts Outfit 1874  $3,848

. 1875 2,206

" 1876 1,255
. . $1,910
e 308

-8 ‘50.
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Thxs unfavoumble result is no’ doeht due*to competmon, a8’ Mr CHARLI'S, in, lns Report
on the Western Department Accounts for Outfit 1876, stated that the Company’s affairs at
Comox were being gmduullv wound up, a.nd that Post would be closed before the cnd of 187"’.

COAST PosTa.,

The Coast Posts—Fort Slmpeon, Skeena Bella’ Coolo., Bella Bella, Masset, as  well as
Stekine—are supplied from Victoria by the Steamer “Otter,” and during the past two Outfits
their trade has prodaced a most" unsatlsfactory result, in consequence of opposxuon and
m; ;manavement on the part of some of the clerks and servants of the bompanv.

-

¢ s o e e PR

FORT SIMPSON.

Inventory at commencement of Outfit 1874 .. - .. 85,435

* S close of Outfit 1876.. . .. . .. 4,983
Supplxes in Outfit 1874 .. .. . .. . .. $18,305
: - 1875 .. .. .. .. ... 26,967
Y 1876 .. .o e e . .o - 18,563
Goods Traded in Outfit 1874 LT .. . .. $22,085
' ' Sales .. .. .. 4,754
Leaving for Fur Trade .. .. $17,331
. . 1875 .. .. .. ee T .. 828,204 .
. Sales ... . .. . 3,662
Leaving for Fur Trade .. o $24,542
. : 1876 .. .. .. .. .. $20,758
Sales .. .. .o 1,857
_Leaving for Fur Trade .. .. $18,901

Valuation of Returns in Country Accounts, Outfit 1874 .. 13,963

2 o . 1875 . 13,853

. " [X] 1876 . 9,367
Resurt or Trabpe.

Outfit 1874, apparent Profit .. . .. .. .. $2,853

, 1875, ,,  Loss e e e 4,368

., 1876, . e e 7,005

Mr. CaarLes stated that this unfortunate result was due to keen competition, and to
the incapacity, unsteadiness, and mismanagement of the Postmasters who were in charge’ at
Fort Simpson and Skeena River. Thesc men were discharged from the service.

He stated further— The unsatisfastory results at Fort Simpson and Skeena ha.'vé"B:'eenfi ‘
“ to us a source of great anxiety, from the difficulty of finding out what was the real cause of
¢ the losses there. : :

“ Last year the late Mr. Willinmns was sent up to mspect the Posts as the best Ofﬁcer ‘
.« who could be detaxled for that duty. Although ordered to reduce the pnces pmd for Furs,
“ T have strong grounds for belxevmg that the Postmasters at Fort Slmpson and. Sl\eena. i




. ‘“ du-ectly Mr Wil]mms left the Coast. on ius retum mmedmtclv resnmed thexr extravagant |

gooasto_:heln&iaﬁg

R pnow, and also trasted out ‘qnnntmes of trade

; T Mr FAC‘I‘OR MCKAY is now rwdent t 'Fort bxmpson, o.nd snpemses the m'ade on:
¢ this coast nort.h ot' Fo ort Rupert so that T hope, if it'is posmble, ‘'heé will be able 1o restore the

; i“ Inreturmng this spnng to»‘Fort Simpson, I lnstructed t.hedeceused-Mr:,Wﬁhams to o
“ make a scheme of the recexpts an& dzs'bnrﬂemenls, whch he’ dld, showm«v o deﬁclencv of ‘
goods, from the lst of Jannaryfn t.he 223d of Mav of about 31 ,100. Mr. “Mortsox on
. “ being. qnuuoned. could give no explanauon as‘to what had become. of the goods further
“ than that they had ‘been paid to Indnmsl and crechted out. On his giving security-for the
* payment of the missing goods, Mr, ioRISON WS dlschnrved. Mr. FeaR, at Skeena, was also
A got rid of, as it trnnspxred he was m the habit of gettmg mtoneatei ' : :

e trade, or at all’ events prevent any further losses from carel&sness or unste.;dmess

. . .SEEENA.

" Inventory at commencement of Outfit 1874 .. . ..

ey close of Outfit 1876. ..
| SupphestumxshedmOutﬁt 1874 .. 0 SRS

3 a0 1873 .. .. o SR .

wo w1876 L o o4
Goods traded in Outfit 1874 .. * .. .. .. .
o " ‘Sales - .. .. ..
. Leaving for Fur trade. .
Goods traded in Qutfit 1875 .. e
' ~ Sales
_ Leaving for Fur trade..
) » L1876 L e e
' - Sales ..
Leavmg for Fnr trade..
Valuation of the Retums in Cormtry Accounts Outfit 1874 ..
" } e ” ‘ 1875
v o ‘ h 1876

Resurr oF TRADE.

Apparent Loss, Outfit 1874
»” » 1875 e e
e 1876 ..

.In reporting this result and the mismanagement of the Officer in Charge, Mr. CHARLES
states thnt the Post at Skeena had been closed and the goods on hnnd there transferred to
F ort Sxmpson ‘ :

: oee of Outfit 1876

shed in Outfit 187 4 .. .. .. ..

. $4,525

2,961

13,247
23,103 .

13,577

$16,546
1,305

520,118
1,207

815,241

$18,911

$19,270
2,199

817,071

811,535

10,417
7,052

© §399

5,707
8,308

81,733
4,166




Sales.. Lol

Leavmg for Fm: trade;_:'

N 1875 , Tes .,' o

Sales.." i

e ,i; Goodstra.dedmOutﬁt 1374 R e

" : Sales., G
‘ Leavmg for Fur tradef'
Valuatxon of the Returns in the Aecounts Outfit 1874 ..
B 3 eyl S . » 1875.-..
e e e 18T L
*'Resurt of TRADE. -
Outft 1874, sppereitt Profit 1. .. .o -
BELLA BELLA.
Tnventory at the commencement of Outfit 1874 .
» : close of Outﬁt 1876 .. R .o
Qupphvs furnished in Outﬁt 1874 ‘ .- .
" 9 1875 .
2 oo 1876 . L. .
- Goods traded in Outfit 1874 - ~ .. .. .- .
Sales .. .. .
Leaving for Fur trade
. N 1875 ee e
‘ Sales .. - ..
Leaving for Fur trade
o " 1876 .. .. e
Sales ..
~ Leaving for Fur trade
Valuatxons of Returns in the »&ccounts Outfit 187
2] e B »” 1815 .
. » , 1876 .

Resurzs or TrADE.

Qutfit 1874, apparont Profit
e 1875, o
. 1876, v

.o

.o

.y

gs798 -

$4,378 .

1,158
. 88,220

- $4,495
o 1‘,94,2

2,553

$7,449
4,288
4,314

$2,709
990
1,630

5948_
1, 957

81,685
2,533
2,455

$2,843
8,709

. 82,134

$2,281
897

- 81,384

$1,723
479

81,244,

$4,131
1,758
2,159‘{_ ’
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Inventoryatoommeneement of Ontfit 1874 - . Cee .. 81,888
Ty closeofOntﬁtlS;G., e T . 8,190

Incresse .. .. .. -$6300

Supphes fornished in Outft 1674 1. .. .. ..  $7,802
G » 1875 ce e ee . 14102
. ., 1876 e e e 12,956 *
- Goods Traded in Outfit 1874 .. .. .. .. .. 89,184
B ST Sales <L L. 95
_ Leaving for Fur Trade.. .. . = 9,089
w1875 .. .. .. .. .. B84
: ‘ Sales .e e e 617
. Leaving for Fur Trade .. .. ‘ 811,228
w1876 . .. .o .. .. 818180
‘ ‘ : Sales .. . .. 345
Leaving for Fur Trade .. .. $12,845
Valuation of Returns in Country Accounts, Outfit 187¢ .. 811,491
” ” w1875 . .. 9,796
1876 .. 11,696

” ! ” b4

U

Resvrr or TRaADE.

Outfit 1874, apperent Profit .. .. .. .. .. S1.986
» 1875, ,,  Loss . S .. . 132
» 1876, " O 1,189

Mr. CrARLES attributes the loss in Outfit 1876 to inclement weather, which interfered
with seal fishing; but he fails to notice that the Returnsinclude a larger quantity of Fur
Seals, which, if valued at the prices of last year would have changed the result of trade tou
profit of $2,400.

STEKINE DISTRICT.

Inventorj' at commencement of Qutfit 1874 .. .. $3,404
' close of Outfit 1876 .. .. .e .. . 38,120

Increase .. . .. .. 834,616

= " Bupplies furnished in Outfit 1874 ee .. .. .. s20202
3 Y . ” 1875 .. .o .. o 33,509
woo w - . 1876 .. . . .. 21,859

Goods Traded in Outfit 1874 .. .. .. .. .. 813,129
e Gold-dust and Sales ~ .. 12,380

~:Leaving for FurTrade ..
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Goods Traded in Outfit 1875 .. .. | .. .. $28,449.
TR Sales and’ Gold—dnst 25,060 -
‘ Leanng for Fur dee . . 83,389
- "‘t‘ BtV 5 -
1876 .. . .. i ... 820,880

Dy BN

.- Sales é.n&,Goldedust
Lenﬁng for Fur Trade . .

In Stekin“e,gDristﬁct only.a few Furs are traded.

The folld\ving is the result of tmde —

Outﬁt 1844 apparent Proﬁt .. .. ..

P oi. . 218,853

82,027

=%

.. $3,327
" 1875, W el e 9 083
4,340

” 1876, . ERER N e . ..

The Cn.pital employed in Stekine, a Mining District, had greatly increased during the
last few years. ‘In Outfit 1876, it amounted to nearly $60,000, including $3,987 for Out- -
si:andm«7 Debts.  Upon the suggestion of the Ohief Commissioner it was'décided that the .
Companv should withdraw from the business, which was attended with nsks, and reqmred a -’
larger amount of Capital than the circumstances warrauted.

Fom LANGLEY—FRASER RIVER.

Inventory at commencement of Qutfit 1874

$4,358
” close of Outfit 1876 .. 6,458
Supphes furmshed in Outﬁt 1874 $2,506
» ’ 1875 5,993
» " 1876 5,589
Goods Traded in Outfit 1874 . 83,052
C ' Sales 1,992
Leaving for Fur Trade .. 81,160
. . 1875 .. $5,990
Sales 4,758
Leaving for Fur Trade .. $1,232
. ' 1876 . 83,8584
Sales 3,269
Leaving for Fur Trade. . $615
Resurr oF Trape. 7
'Outfit 1874, apparent Profit .. 8821 i
, 1875, " .. .. .. 385
1876, o e 475 .

that a bebte ¥ result is antxmpated for: next year

".“- e

IJ'

'“‘A‘m.ns alludes to the slwht 1mprovement m the trade mf Lanoley and states




FOBT HOPE

"Inventory at eommencement of Outﬁt 1874 ,.:, .‘;-: 32’407
” dOSOOfOutﬁtlSIG.. e el el vl ,:‘1,272

SupphesfumshedmOutﬁtlSM» Ll L s

' . » o - 1875 *4035
» 7 ,‘,‘» 1876 - .. ree e e 2,220.

GoodsTradedmOutﬁtlSt-l L e e e ;.‘ S4,554
Transferstol)xstmct e es - 3,609

“s945
Goods Traded in Outfit 1875 .. .. .. .. .. .$3765
Transfen .. L4112

Goods Traded in Outft 1876 .. .. .. .. .. $3,059
: ‘ tTlgnsfems ce 3402

Returns of Trade Outfit, 1874 ... .. .. .. .. 81,436
woo o w I8TB- il i .. L. 419
" S . =

Resurr or TrADE.

s 1873 ” .. .. .. ..

Outfit 1874 apparent Profit .. L. .. .. $5
' 8
» 1876 » ce e e 7

Fort Hope and Fort Yale are princip:illy kept ﬁp for the facilities which they afford
in transporting supplies to interior Districts.’ |

FORT YALE. -

Inventory at commencement of Outfit 1874 .. .. S$13,061 .
’ at close of Outfit 1876 .. .. . .. .. 15,739

Snpplxes furnished in Outfit 1874 . .. . .. .. 815,857
. . 1875 .. .. . .. .. .. =242
1876 .. o .. .. 19,117

" il

Goods, &c., traded in Qutfit 1874 .. - .. e '$28,519
Sales $4,388
Transfers 21,869

. 1875 .. .. .. .. .. $31,845
Sales 82,815
Trunsfers 31,965

” 1876 .. .. .. .. .. 830,071
‘ Sales $4,244
Transfers 29,748

‘in Country Accounts :—
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-

‘Ontﬁt1874 apparthroﬁt R ¥ 2.1

. 1875, " ce ee e e .. 2,703
, 1876, . e ee e . 3218

" It will be observed that in tlns sttnct, and at Cariboo, the Sales and Transfers exceed
- the amount of goods supplied. This arises from the employment of the proceeds of the.sale
of goods in purchasing others, nnd in provxdmg for the wants of other Dlstncts. :

e e s i S o o e s A

THOMPSON’S RIVER DISTRICT.

Inventory at commencement of Qutfit 1874 .. . . $25,000

. at close of Qutfit 1876 .. .- .. .. .. 24,512
Supplies furnished in Outfit 1874 .. .. . .. ... 815,219
” . 1 18 ‘5 ' .e .. .o - . 12,367

” %) 1876 .. .o e .o .o 12,808

Goods traded in Outfit 1874 e eeee .. .. $20,255
Sales, &e. - .. ceee 17,940

Leaving for Fur Trade .. .. $2,315

, 1875 ee oo i .. ..o s11,198

‘ Sales, &c. .. .. .. 10,627

Leaving for Fur Trade . .. $501

’ . 1876 . .. . .. .. 916,941
Sales, &e. .. .. .. 17,399

Few Furs are traded in this District, where Sales are effected to parties proceeding to
the Mines. ‘

ResuLt of TRADE.

Outfit 1874, apparent Proﬁt . .. . . .. 83,940
» 1875, » . e .. v e 3,904
1876, . .. 3,209

2 b44

‘ Capxta.l employed about $40,000, mcludmg %7' 426 for outstanding debts. Average
return 7} per cent.

e e e P g R ey e s+ e 1 e e s At e

CARIBOO MINING DISTRICT.

Inventory at commencement of Qutfit 1874 - . .. 936,308
. at close of Outfit 1876 .. e .. o .. 62,291
Increase .. . .o .n 826,000 ’

‘Supplies furnished in Outfit 1874 ..
»”» - 1875 ..
N . 1876 ..

Goods traded in Outfit 1874 . e
b  Sales $65,569 .
) T.ra‘nsfel's 6,899 : o,

[REE e
DRI s




‘Goods traded in Outft 1875 .. ' .. ... .. .. $75308
‘ : ' T Sales $63,256 °©
! ‘Transfers - -14,883 .

v » 1876 T . L0 L. .. . ST1,569
’ ' Sales' $60,016 -~
n - : . " Transfers 21,305 .

e

Resvrr oF Trabe.

. ; e .

Outfit 184-1 apparent Profit .. AP ..o $16,612 .
. 1875, ” e e .o 13900
,, 1876, " cel e e e . 12,736

Capital employed $130,000, including $15,339 for outstanding debts.

Return about 10 per cent.

NEW CALEDONIA.

Toventory at commencement of Outfit 1874 .. .. .. ‘816,007
»  atclose of Outfit'1876- .. ... = .. .. .. 83278

Increase L. .. .. $17,000

Qupphes furnished, Outfit 1874 .. . . . .. $34,706

0 1 1875 .o e .o .o .o 33,791

”» w1876 0oL L .. 39,476

Goods trided, Outfit 1874 .. .. ... .. .. .. $33510
" e 1875 .. .o e .o .. L. 40,777
o . 1876 .. .. .. .. .. .. 84,576

Valuation of Returns in Country Accounts, Outfit 1874 . . .. $47,615
) 1 : R 1875 .. .. 14,838
b ” . 1876.. . .. 30,827

Valued by the tariff of Outfit 1875, the Returns of 1876 woula have amounted to
§3%,013, and the District would then have appenred with an upparent Profit of $2 091.

Valuation of the principal Remrns, viz:i—

Bear. Beaver, Marten, Mink, and ILynx, at 1876 pncos, Outfit 1874 £5,270
o : ’ .. 1875 5,594
. . 1876 5,220

The Accounts show the following result of trade :—

Outfit 1874, apparent Profit .. .. . .. .. 813,334
o 1875, .. . .. S W5 )
s o 1876, Loss e e 5095

: Therqls thus a difference of $18,000 between the result of Outfit 1874 and that of
Outfit 1876; 38 000 of wh\ch is due to the reduced valu.ntxon of the Returns,
ﬂm N ’ d f\*. - . e
Ib appc.trs ‘thut. during the last two. years, the District has suffered from a great
scurcity,, of Sa' ‘and Provisions, but in consequence of the unsatlsfactory result of thc
\ccounﬁ’é‘ of! the last: two years, Mr. CHARLES reports. that certain changes in the manugement -
of the T)xstnct would be- curned into. eﬁ'ect; as soon, as the a ann-emcnta could be :madc :
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S'rx.m ER “ EI\TERPRIS‘E

- DR

Out:ﬁt 18:;" A Proﬁt822,675>_ B
1875 L. L L, 22,181
e 1876 Ll- Tl 154580

The reduction in the amount of Proﬁts for Outfit 1876 was owmrv to the fact that the
~ vessel was laid up at: chtona for two months while being repmred ‘

STEAMER “OTTER.”

Outfit187¢4 ~ .. .. ..  Trofit $4523

w 187 L. .. .. ., = 678 |
. 1876 .. w7 .. Loss 30‘7 -

The steamer is employed in takmg the goods and returns to.and from the Coast Posts
and in carrying goods and passengers to the Cassiar or Stekine Mines. But on this route
there have been opposition steamers during the past two years, and  hence the profits of the
_ carrying trade have been reduced. : :
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 SHIPS’ ACCOUNTS.

~ London Expenses and Balances of Ships’ Accounts :—
Outfit 1874 .. .. . £19,800
., 1875 .. .. .. 19,660
. 1876 .. .. .. 17500

A In Outfit 1576 the charge of £2,000 for the Credit of the Fur Trade Fire Insurance
- Fund was omitted, there beinyg no profits of the Outfit against which to charge it. The Fund
in question, amounting to £11,792, is transferred to Outfit 1877 in the Fur Trade Accounts.

As regafds the Ships’ Accouuts, it should be explainc& that the cost of permanent
repairs is added to their valuations, from which deductions arc made at the rate of 15 per
cent. for the steamer ** Labrador,” and 7} per cent for the ships. These deductions are made
each Outfit in the Ships’ Accounts. The freights earned by the Vancouver's Island ships,
including freight on the Company’s shipments and returns, are placed to their credit, and the
balances shown in the annexed Statement represent the actual results of their Accounts.

~ The Hudson’s Bay ships, in Outfits 1875 and 1876, reccived credit for freight on the
Company’s outward shipments, and the balances of their Accounts appeared under the head of
Charges in the London Books. Arrungements have been made by which the Northern and
Southern Departments are to be charged with freight on their Returns sent home by way of
Hudson’s Buy, as well as on the outward shipments. The balances of the Ships’ Accounts in

the London Books will consequently be reduced.

The expenses of the stcamer ““Labrador,” on her voyuge to the Coast and Ungava
and back to London, have hitherto been charged to the Montreal Department.  The amount

varies according to the time daring which the steamer is employed.

Tu Outfit 1874 the charge amounted to £2.832
1875 . 3.279
1876 . 2479

A3l

The result of the Steamer’s sealing voyage to Greenland bas this yeuar been set out
separately in the Accounts published to the Shareholders. In former years the profit or loss

™ ) e
on the venture was dealt with as affecting the balances of the Ships’ Accounts.

' The loss of ncarly £1,900 on the “ Prince Rupert ” in Outfit 1875, arose from additional
expenses incurred by the the long detention of the vessel in London and San Francisco, and

by the low rate of freight obtained on her homeward voyage.

o
w
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| SHIPS ACCOUNTS.

.
i

f Ourrrr 1874. “: OvTrrr 1875..
| Profit. | Los || Profs. | Loss. :1‘ oes.
s | = ¥ £ ] £ | =
1. Va~couver's Istaxp Surrs :— o - ' ;
" Barque “ Lady Lu.mpSoi_z,” 412 tons; 323 4“4 o 17
sy ““Princess Royal,” 613 ,, 670 520 1. 169
»  “‘Brierley Hill,” 520 ,, 243 ‘ 475
,»» . ‘““Prince Rupert,” 490 ,, ‘ 1,895 | -
. “Lady Head,” 457 , o 1113
.  ‘“Princeof Wales,” 52¢ ,, | 187
(now in H.B. trade) —- - — :
a Profit] 1,436 Bulence)| 517y [elamcell - g9
II. Hupsox’s Bay SHres:— »
Schooner “ Walrus .. 755 R
(now at York Factory) o
Barque ‘Lady Head” 2,627 | -
(pw in Vancouver’s Island tra.de) ; :
Barque “ Prince of Wales” » e
5 “Ocean Nymph,” 309 tons 2,061 829 1,364
III. GreeNzAND Vovage:— S
Steamer * Labrador,” 265 tons - . 1,383 || 1,852 2,479
.Balances of Ships’ Accounts, representing; '- '
in part freight of Returns irom ! - S
Hudson's Bay . l 2,763 | 3,778 ©3.874
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APPENDIX L
Statement of - Bills remitted from Departments.
! Outfit 1874.  Outfit 1875. Outfit 1876.
* Northern Department .. .. .. £7,21818 4  £14,05 8 1 | £21,586 -8 2
“Southern . e e 584 511 810 5 . T041810
Montreal - ce e .o 5,097 17 10 128 17 4 7,800..0,: 0. -,
‘Westem o e -0l 17,513 11 0 20,395 810 . 20,839 16 6"""‘;
. R B o S ;; .
, £30,349 13 1 £35217 4 8 © £50,181 3 0

APPENDIX II

Bills drawn by Departments.

: Outﬁt 1874, 5 Outfit 1875. :  Outfit 1876.
: { : ' :
! H
. - o L b ‘
" .Northern Department .. .. .. £237919 6 l -£1,686 0 6 . “30 116 3 l
© o Seatherm ., .. .. 707 3 0 7 83283 1. 61417 1
. Montreal B e e i BT,541 19 1] 68,584 276 . 84,258 14 8
oo Westerm L a0 ae § 107 0 0 | 67 0 0, =72 0 0 .
L e . T ‘h__.._.‘..___“ “_“_ Sl e .,‘I,:‘
i£6u 736017 f.t:ss 869 6. £65 061 14 10
. Jdo L :
Ir;rlqgc()_;\f’s:v‘BAY Housel - 7 - o T
Loxvox, May, 187s.
&

40238







