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I PROVINCES,

IN THB

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY OF NOVA SCOTIA,
March 16th, 18th, and 19th, 1867.

SATURDAY, March 16,

At 2 o'clock p. m. the Speaker took tke
chair of the houso, and the gentleman Usher of
the Black Rod sbortly afierwards announced
His Excellency tbe Lieutenant Governor’s
command for the attendance of the hounge ia
the Council Cbamber, "

The . members having attended in obedience
to this command His Hxcellency opcned the
session-with the following )

; SPEEOH :

Mr, President, and Hohorable Gentlemen of the
Legislative Council; o .
My, Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of

Assembly: -

In meeting you at:a. most important epocb\,
in the affairs ot British North Amerioa, it af-

fords me much pleasure to be able to congra-
tulate yon on the continued peace and prospe-
of she Province during the past year.
“Whilé these colories have been suhjected to
the threats of Iawless men, our Province has
been exeinped from any attack, and although
.our local forces nobly respouded to the call
which was made upon them in the early part
of the year to arm for the purposes of defence,
happily no necessity occurred to require their
services to repel an invader,

The exigencies. of the Province of New
Brunswick renderingit necessary for a time
to withdraw a large portion of Her Majosty’s
Troops from this Garrison for the protection
of tkat Colony, it was with the utmost satis-
faction that I was enabled, to fill their places
for Garrison duty by portions of the Halifax
Volupteer and Militia Artillery and the Vol-
unteer Battalion, and to mark how well that
sarvice was pert’ormed. The readiness snd
good disciplive of the officers and men who
were then employed, show Low ‘much has
been effected by the efforts made during the
1sat few yoara to place ourlocal forces in a

\

© policy of last year, obstructin

«

proper. condition, and how much we can de-
peud upon them in the hour of need.

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of
Assembly : E

The Public Accounts will be submitted to
you without delay, and will exhibit the finan-
ces of the country in a state of unprecedented
prosperity. Large as was the revenue of the
previous year, the accounts will shew the gra-
tifying fact that iv has been greatly exceeded
by that 0f 1866. The Estimates for the present
year will also be laid before you.

M. President, and Honorable Genilemen of the
Legistatiwve Council:

Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the House of
Assembly :

I bave to exprers my regretthat the Govern-
ment of the United States have adherad to their
that Trade
which unier the Reciprocity Treaty was so
beneficial to their own country as well as to
this Province. I bave, however, to state that
the abrogation of the Treaty has beeun-much
less prejudicial to us than was anticipated, and
in some resypects has been productive ot good,
hy uniting move closely the interests and the
Trade of this and the other North American.
Colonies

In accordance with a Resolution of the
Lagislature passed last session, the Commis-
sion of the Paris Exhibition was organized,
and by the labors of the gentlemen cemprising
this Board, a larze number ot valuable arti-
cles, exhibiting the varied resources of the .
Province, bave been collected and sent for-
ward to Paris; and it is confidently expected
that the reaunlts of this exhibition willi be of
material advantage to the best intereats of the
Pravince. : ! 4

Owing to financial diffioulties in the Mouey
Market of Great Britain last year,uo progress

\
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was made in the construction of the Wiﬁdsor

- and Annapolis Railway ; but it affords'me much

- pleasure 10 state that by o new contract made-

under the provisions of the law relating there-
to, this important work has been now placed

- in the hands of competent parties, with every

prospect of satisfactory 'accomplishment.
Great progress has been made in the construc-
tion of the Pictou Railroad, a portion of which
has been already opened for the accommoda-
tion of the public, and it ia fully anticipated
that it will be completed at the time men-
tioned in the contract. . .

The papers and reports of the Joint Commis-
sion’to Brazil and the West Indies will be laid
before you, and it is' hoped much good will re-"
sult from the efforts thus made to extend the
commerce of the Britisk North American Col-
onies with those portions of the globe..

It is gratifying to me’ to advett. to the great
progress made in the important cause of Educa~
tion under recent enactments. v

I rejoice to be able to congratulate 1%rou upon
the success which has attended the Delegation
sent by me under your authority.to confer with

~ Her Majesty’s Government on the Union of the

Colonies. The papers relating to this import-
ant subject will be immediately 1aid before you.

n the firm conviction that the Union of Cana-
da, New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia, upon the
terms provided in the Bill submitted by Her Ma-’
jesty’s Government to the Imperial Parliament,
will largely increase the prosperity of all these
Provinces, and contribute to the strength -and’
stability of those British Institutions which it is

 their good fortane to, enjoy, I commend to your

consideration such changes and amendments in
our existing laws as may be found necessary.

, ) .
-, ' ANSWER TO THE SPEECH.

w

Mr, BOURINOT said :—Mr. Speaker, I hold in

;my hand the reply to the speech of His Ex-

cellency, which has been entrusted to me and

‘T must” here express my regres that some one

better qualified for the task of making this mo-,
tion has not been gelected. I desireto makea

.-fow observations on some of the peints referr~

. do 80 in the order in which they appear..

ed to.in His Excellency’s address, and I sli;ﬂl
30~
fore proceeding further, however, I cannot help

- observing, and in this particular many of those

- Hope at the opeuing of .the Legislature, It is
_an- unusaal .circumstance for the Admiral in

who hear mé will coincide in my remark; that
I was much pleased to observe the presence of-
His Excellsncy, (Vice .Admiral - 8ir .Jamea

command on this, station to be preseut, and L.

-gaunot help referring to it. In addition to this
" remark

I 'must express my regret that Sir.
James Hopeis ahout to leave our shores. - He'
will leave behind him many pleasiog reminis-

-cences of the period of his command,

The most jmportant, topic contained in: the

" speech was_thaf embodied in the last clause,

" aalled tgthe. fact that we have, great cause for

;.. rope.. -1n the second. portion.of the address: a
. well deserved tribute is paid fo the.voluntesr

but to that I will not refer at this stage -of my
remarks, : ‘First of all our attention has been

gratitude and rejeicing on account.of the pros-
perity which this country has epjoyed, espaci- -
ally in view of the devastations which® war
has'inflicted upon some of the countries of Ka- -

¥ Uy

.the frontier.

.experience

forces of the provinces. It will be well re-
membered that during last session we were
much alarmed at the threatened invasion, and
that the momeént an appeal was made to the
nople men composing the military force of the
counfry, they/responded with the ntmost ala-
crity and hastened to fill up the positions va~-
cated by the|troops who wers despatched to
This conduct was deserving of
the highest praise, and I only wish I possessed
the eloquence of the leader of the government,

‘that I might /use in connection with this. sub- -
Ject such language as would be worthy. of the.
occasiop, and 8 the'country wonld'be plepapd

I would observe aldo that'the dame’

to hear. :
alacrity wad evinéed in -evéry part of the pro-
vince, shewing that when an emergeuncy ar-
rives we all find our 50,000 militia men
ready to defend their country from the inva-
ders, Not pne of them I believe will shrink
from the duty that may then be imposed upon
him. " It is|gratifying’ to us to' know that in
two or three years our Militia Force has made
such improvements in organization. It istrue
that. much/remains to be done, but we may
rest assured that in a short time a state of
thorough efficiency will be attained.

The nexy clause of the address refers to the
public revenus,and is connectionwith that Lam.
gratified to be able-to say, and it will be agree-
able to those who hear meto learn that the
‘batance in| the hands ot the Financial Secre-
tary at'thg énd of the last finaucial year, after
paying allldemands againstthe treasury,shews
a large surplug. I must now refer to the ab-

rogation of the reciprocity treaty and its effect -

Y

\

g, A

PR
. ""39*"‘% \J ]

upon our qommercjal prosperity. 'We all know -

that the country has felt that abrogation to a
considerable extent, mors especially in the
high duties .which have- been imposed upon
our principal exports. In relation to this sab-
ject I may say that I am of. opinion that bye-
and-bye the old system will be revived, and in
thig view
., Since the abrogation of tha treaty’
this country has prospered to a degreé:that’

was not ;zib all anticipaved, and there is one

eircumstance in connection with it to which I

would especially. réfer: namely, tho mission to.

Brazil and the. West Indies, the report on
which is in our hands. That report contains

_valnable statistics sliewing new channels into-

which our commerce ¢an profitably be tuined.
In Upper Canada alone there is a consumption

‘of 200,000 oF 300,000 tons of. coal. 'Why capnot

that, ,'ma‘rk‘?t‘be supplied by Pictou or. Cape
DBreton? X - ‘ °

" Then thero is_the o'ber: topic of the Paris

Exhibition | Comimission. ‘I was glad to find
that the eommissioners had bestowed so much
attention upon their duties,;and believe that at
the Exhibition we will appear to great advans
tage, takiog a place second ouly to:Canada
‘among theﬂ. American colonies; ' Our column

-of coal and our specimens'of gold would alone

make us prominent in any exhibitidn. -There,

is one- circumstance: in gonnection with this -
-topic which rather. puzzles me. I am ocurious

to. know why. the commissioners selec'@l

[ am supported by many persons of .

Lonisburg asa- place tobe represented byg .

painting af the exhibitipn. . Was it to remind
the French that there they had sustaived a de-

feat,or wag it.shew. the present nakeidness .
-and desolation of theold city? _The contrast is °
-great between the present and . past condition

i
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“of that place, and if Dr. Honeymian should

. -pointto the picture and say, “ Lonisburg once

elonged to yon;” the answer would be, *but

it is not now what it was in old -times,

‘a8 ean: bp seen by its rninous and forsaken
condition.” . - I .have .hefore now told the
~honse, and Mr, Fleming’s. report corrobor-.
ated; my statement,: that-Louisburg is .the
ort nearest to Europe on. this-continent, and.
gtrust;'the time will come when it will have

.- the advantages of railway communication. Its
haibour is accessible at all seasons.of the year,
it was the old.capital under the French rule,
it was for a long time Mthe rendezvons for the

- - -FrenchiWest_Tndies, Loulsiana and Qnebec’

mercantilp “fiéet; and.I.am convineced that it
ill at no-very-‘distant- day be- a. city
ot_even ‘gecond ‘fto. - Halifax, if fo-

places whigh unger Confedération wilkreceive

a large measure of astention, and I may'say “six years ago, aud therefore I say that if there

here that one of the reasons why T .supported
that measure was that under the Nova Scotia,
‘Government Cape Breton.never received am-

- ple justice;—under Confederation we: will.be
treated as an important integral part of the
nationality.- . . :

The, railway. question  has received.some.

attention; and asto thé Annapolis Railway, I
suppose our friends from the westward will

speak eloquently on the subject. I am glad to
find that the promises held out in relation to
that work are belog fulfilled, notwithstanding

- the fears which -existed to' the contrary. As
regards the Picton line, I had the pleasure of
travelling over it from West River; and I must
say ‘that the section opered is an.admirable
oue.. I hope that the next time I come here
1 ghall be able to travel over it from Pictou,
. When I had the honour of .addressing the
.. House formerly on this question, I mentioned
that the benefits to be conferrad. 3
the Cape Breton Counties would be by.keep-
ing up the communication by a line of steam-
ers by Mabou or St. Peter’s Canal to Sydney.
I am still of that opinion, and .learn it is in-
tended, when the r.

. tablish such a line.

The next point referred to is the subject of
: Education. You are aware that.I never gave.

; hearty support to the present educa-
tional. meﬂ.qm;gguﬁ I am bhappy to inform the
house that in The:connty which I represent the
Act'is working well, an elieve that in the
lapse of time the system will be~fonnd to im-

_prove moreand more. The greatestdifSeulty
in connection with the system is the want

good sfaff of ‘educa‘ors. This want, however,
will be supplied bye-and-bye. I have now
come to the most important question of
all, and it is one that has been for some time
engrossing the - attention of the housa and. of
the eountry,—I allude to the question of Con-
federation.  In'the remonstrance which Mr.
Howe. and his friends recently address-
ed to the Colonial Secretary, they did me
the honor to refer to a speech, made by me in
1865, and brought a charge for inconsistency
against me, for having in 1866 supported the
resolution for Union: It is somewhat strange
that such a charge should emanate. from. Mr.
Howe,
great question. ‘He is a gemtleman from
whose high abilities I will nat _detract, but he
-ought to know well that a politician is some-

el
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) b P ‘,any
" in British vAmerioa: - Tt. i8" one. of - those

by the line on-

ilway is completed, ‘to es-:

who has been so inconsistent on this:

times ealled upon to cﬁé.nxe his -views in an
-age of progress like this. Batif I was ‘open to
the charge of inconsistency it was'in opposing

- Confederation in 1465, for in 1861, in course of

an address’ to the house, I
make theee observations:—

1t has glready become tha

and one which now occupies the thoughts of every

took oOccasion to

“And I mayadd that & Union of the Colonies - .
rhould have formed the chief festure of the session, '
great'question of the day, -

statesman who looks forward to the future greiitness

of British North Amerios, -for by it_slone can we.
claim rank among the favoured nations of the earth,”.
And agsin: ‘“Linked with it is the often proposed
great Intercolonial Railway, which I gh I “aiways
advocate. By all thess n+w neglected mehsures can

that will riever die, will the stateeman gain who mas

- tures aud renders them acceptable to theso pro- -

vinees.” . ; . )
- _These were the gentiments expressed by me
wag.any inconsistency on !my part it wasin
opposing Confederition at-all. The reasons for
my oppositidn tothe Quebec scheme areknow
to many of my friends, and- a8 I havéestate

them &t large to the house, I need not rafer-to-

them . again, excepting to .say that I swpport

the measure from ‘conviction. "My mind was
by any freak of s. moment, .

not influenced: !
or by any desire for office. It is well known
that I have mever held office, and that. I
do rot desire any either under the general or
local government. In the. opinion of some

“‘gentlemen every man does wrong who does.
.not:rstricﬂ%c:;mform to their views; but I can

the conrse I have taken. When

fully justii
8. session last ‘year there were

I came to t!

many conflictingreasons operatingin my mind . .

and I was not fully. determined as to- whether
X should suppgftor oppose Union In the first
piace I found'on reading attentively that the.
opinions of/the mort inteiligent men in Eng-
‘langd.-were favourable to Confederation; then’t
‘saw that the organs of the various: religions
denodiinations were likewise favorable, and
that the p opesition had received the support
of the-leading men of every political creed.—

~Everywhere evidence wasto be found thatthe

wish of the Imperial Government. was to gee

. excitement, and the abrogation of the Recipro.-

we become prosperons, An imperishable name, one -

-arrived when s trne-and patriotic lover of his

country should decide. I then came'to the re-
solation that T should support Confederation;
cies which were approachinz. T gave.
the. ﬁgfﬁn'
" understanding that.the.Quebec scheme should
undergo modification, and I am pledsed to ob-
gerve that there is a great impravement in the

Bill, which is likely to become the taw of the. -

land.. The Quebec Scheme gave- us 10 mem-

bers in the Senate, but the bill gives ns 12~

. which will be a much larger representation in

proportion to.our population than. Canada, -

has, With regard to the amount of reve-

nue to :be placed at the disposal of the local .
legislature, under the Quebec scheme we -
were  to have had about $260,000 based.

ion my support, however, with the .

B

Union consummated; then came the FPenian .

ty Treaty; and, at length, when our own terri: -
tory was menaced, 1 felt that the moment had. -

of‘win%rder'that we mighs be prepared to meet the .
emae!

on the census of 1861, but under the Bill the -

allowance ‘will be increased until the popula-

tion reactes 400,000 -Altogether, including the .-
fspecia} grant the local subsidy will be xqgre.aseq

o
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abount - $120000 more “than the Quebec
soheme would bave given‘ us~for lacal pur-
. , There are other importa
- tions but to these I shall not refer at™the pre~
senttime. The bill which has-been in 0~
ed into the Imperial Parliament has receive
the support of our late respected Governor,
the Marquis of Normanby, of Earl Ru . Of
. Mr. Watkin, and of .the foremost -men of the
mother country, and ‘who are its opponents?
. ‘The principal opjonsits are Mr. Bright and
“Mr. Ayrton, whose . opposition is foupded on
“he expense that will -be caused by fcolonial

_ gdefence, and on :the indiposition which they

I

jeel to support the guarantee for the / Interco-
onial Railway, . S

constituency in the province, with the excep-
", tion of Halifax, (for Pictoun, which follows Ha-
. lifax in population,’is divided), and I feel it
*gratifying to be able to say . that T never pre-
.. sented a petition against Confederation, and
~ that no public meetings against it ‘have been-
held in the coanty. It is trme I received a do-.
cument signed by a few persons, whom I high;
. ly ‘esteem, shortly after the division had taken
‘place, asking that I should oppose themeasure,
and I wijl frankly say that even had I received
it hefore the division my action’ would
not bave - been different, for I feel that
I represent the whole of Nova. Scotia,
and ‘maust regard ' the 'interests  of all
its people, rather than the wishes of the
-few individuale to whom I refur. In looking
at -the - prospects of the Confedération
-~which i$.to be, ‘I feél thit we have all the ele-
_ments of greatness-within us ~ We'have a tet-
ritory larger then' that of the United:States,,
- we ‘have a supply of those minerala upon
which the might and prosperity of England
have so long rested, we bave gold, we have
our fisheries and dur timber and the agricul-
taral capabilities of Canada which is only se-
coal among grain producing countries of this
contineat, -aud ‘i3 .ope of - the granaries
of the world. Then there is our mer-
. cantile marine, the third or fourth in the woerld,
and I feel that the time will come when we
will stand among the very first on the list.
Soms of tha subjects to -which I have referred
'~ are of such importavce that I counld not refrain.
from these observations and I will now con-
clude by moving the following reply to His
Excellenoy’s uddress:— ‘ L

" ' REPLY TO ADDRESS:

May it please Your Excellency,— : .

1."We thank Your Excellency for the speech
with which you have been pleased to opsu the
present session,and we are much gratified
that your Exceilency can again congraunlate
us upoa the.continued peace and prosperizy of
this Province., . - ‘

2. 'We are murch pleased to learn that the
-manner in which the loyal population of this’
»@b%onyvrasponded to the call made upon them
for thedefence of our country,and the zeal
.and ability with which they discharged the du-
.ties required of them, were such as_to earnthe
+vari commendation of your Excellency.

3. It affords us much pleasure to fiud that the
wevenne has increased, and we will give our
‘bes$ attestion to the public accounts when
Jald befoze us. -

\\‘ o . ' . [ ‘.' \ )

modifica- -

—T~_ . 7 N

4, We are glad to. that thelanterruption
of the trade of this Proviiice, caused by the ab- -
rogation of the. Reciprecity has been. . .
largely compensated by the ino impetus
given to comimercial interconrse with th '
Provinces. - o S e
_We learn with-much satisfaction that the

f_gifficulties in conneotion with the prosecution

of. the. Windsor and Annapolis “Rallway have:
been ovvgr?ﬁne and that the extension of the
Railway to Pictou has been vigorously prose-
cuted. . “\ T .
6. Wa trust thoe efforfi-made to xepresent the -
resources of Nova Scotia, at-the International
Exhibition about to be held “at Paris will be

) PR . productive of much good to the Province.
I have the honor. to”represent the largest -

-7. We Teciprocate -the hope that the joint -
missions to Brazil and the West Indies will
result in the extension of cominerce between-._ .
those places and British North America, .

. 8 It is very gratifying to know that great
progress is beén made in the Education of all
classes of the people.: ¢ o

- 9. We have lesrned with deep satisfaction .
that the efforts to effect a . satisfactory Union

of the British North American Colonies have .
been so successfizl. ‘and entertain no doubt -
that the best interests- of all these Provinces
will be greatly enhanced, and that their con-
nection with the Crown and the Parent State
will be thereby permanently secured.

- Mr. CHURCHILL:~I rise to second the repiy
to the Address of the Liéutenant-Governor,
and I do so with feslings of pleasure. I feel

‘gratified at the fact that the Windsor and An-°

napolis Railway i under progress, and. the

Pictou-line will be carried to early completion, - .-

for I fgél that will -wipe out the_reproach so-
long resting upoun us tha$ we twd pieces

of Railway beginning nowheré and eading no-

wherae, In these facts I especially rejoice.

Mr STEWART CAMPBELL ~—I rise to ask that.

the usual courtesy be shewn in reference to -
the reply to the Address, and to request that
it be allowsd to lie on the table until Monday.
It may bo convenient for- the government to
know, and it :is but candid in me to inform
them, that it i3 our intention to move an
amendment to the Address. in reference to the
subject of Confederation, In that amendment
‘we _desire solemnly to affirm the right of the
people of this conntry to be heard on'a measure
involving 8o largely their bess interests. -

Hon. PROV. SECY,:—~I need-hardly say that
the usual course will be-adopted and that the
Address will be allowed to lie over for the
consideration of gentlemen opposite. T am
glad that the hon. member kas frankly stated
his intention to move an amendment, -and I -
will await with the utmost confidence the
deeision ‘of what I. believe will be the over-
whelming _majority of the House.upon this.
most moméntous question. C

The Address was laid on the table until
Monday. ' S

The-House adjourned to Monday at3

.. " . MONDAY, March 18,
The House met at 3 o’clock, - ’ :

The adjourned debate-on the Answer to the
Address was resamed and all the clauses ex-

oclock.
R

cepting the last were adopted.
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Coeent .smcampbon’ssm -g;)enal feeling, The delegation referred to in.

Address was constitated nnder a résolution

'Mr. 8. OAMPBELL gaid:—In accordance with ‘of thia Legislature at its last session, which

‘the intimation given by ma.on a previous day reads as-follows:

—on the first ocoasion when I had an oppor- = o o 5 w0y e Exoellency the Lieut. Governor

tunity of doing so, I now proceed.to move an ., ¢ ¢
- amendinent to the last clatso of the Address D Suthorizd o sppulnt delepates to arrangs with
in answer to His Excellency’s Speech, and I i effsotually- ensurs just provision for the rights
will atonce read the paragraph which I pro- and interests of this Province; each Province to have
pose to subatitute. - K - suequal voics in such delegation, Upper and Lower

‘regrat 'that we are muable fo perceive any 3
‘tl(;:reon-to reoiprocate your Excellency’s Provinees.

N - :/,,,'»' y .

}..-groun
oo,
?h‘e. Wu:i%l:-oft onedogg %"3&2’:‘3‘}5{’ cﬁ;“&:f stand it to arrau{’ge with the Imperial Govern-
jesty’a'tfovernment on~the sukjeot of the Union of mMenta scheme of union, but was it even con-
\the Colenies. " N m o templated by the people or the house that that
\ On behalf of the free people’ delegation was-empowered to be parties to an-

weuld respectfully submit that in
question the present is in our opinion a
‘ang orisis in the history of this Province, an
‘tively demands the exersiss of tha wisest disc
. in'the gdministration of its public affairs. Thus fir

Nova, Bcotia we

I ‘am convioced that no such idea could. bhave
pera- entered-into the minds of gentlemen around

a Scotia entrusted with and empowered to

' aotien of the Delegates referred to, and most dis-

Canada béing for this purposs considered 85 sepirate

wistion upon the sssumed 8uccess of the De- myq¢ delegation wascommissioned as Lunder- .

lation to that Imperial act.of Parliament, an arbitrary act? .

on  thege benches. . Did we, the Parliament of No- -

tinetly to-clatm and demand, on behalf of Nova Sco. ‘the peop art with a right- 8o deeply affect-

1y impressed, we-deem it to be our duty to convey to decide - -
: our. . e on the weal or woe of our country, and
your Eroslloncy OUF Solomn protest aesingt the charged with the protection of the intereét.s of

. tis, thyif rio cuch' memsure as that proposed should  ing their welfare as this Union 'will? No, sir,
have any operation in this Province uutil'it has been ' T coneeive thenr\r,; ;

, geﬁbsfatel revioeviredtlzg its nlfsiéht“'ﬂv and sano- cepded its authority;and that the commission

. Sooaken, 1 ith mo. ondinary foslings Boriaed by Uiy Jointion. Wapad delogate

) ) i ' ingq  thoris y this resolution. e had delegates

M. Speaker, it 1s with no_ ordinary foelings in connection with 'this 8uhject-on'a previous

that Lview my position in_ regard to the topic ‘occasion, and the resolution anderwhich they

of to-day. Gladly would I exchangs the pro- 0 LW }
i ich T. & were appointed was similar in its terms to
minency it which I. bave been placed for one this, but‘:vas it supposed that the delegat

of less responsibility, one.calling upon mo in a sent to Charlottetown and Quebec were em- - .

‘more_subordinate capacity to advocate the powered to do avything but prepare a scheme

princigles which I am prepared to avow. to be submitted for the ratification of this

'raly would I have rejoiced if the- occasion.

, - : . hause? Not by any means, and therefore

: fggﬁdtl,';:i ::xf&r;:;l ;lfoyrg (ﬁ;a::;olx:adngzsggg .when these gentlemaz{'weut across. the water
the-necessily for p nting‘gto the house the 2nd became parties to ‘ap fmperial aet, when
views of the peopld of this cotintry as we con- hey were éngaged in the lobby of the British-
«ceive them to exist.) But although on petson-'
al grounds I would have preferred the substi- honse and by their commission, In that view

tution of another state of things, yet™ being. y 4y iy "ha ¢ the gotion of thedelegation is such -

placed insuch a position, and feeling called as the.house and the people should not sustain.

D o O o e o This is » Matter which should_have been

that weo-are called on to say that wa cannot’

arliament promoting that act, they exceeded .
e authority conferred. npen them by this -

at this delegation has ex- -

1

h this subject a3 a mem- Rtk oy .
herofafreelegislature representing afres people gz‘r’a“ég;bggkté’:’fe;?ga:g?g“ﬁ?ﬁt‘?‘sﬁg‘;92:?; ‘
In answer to His Excellency’s-Speech, I feel consummated'the actas faras it was in their

power to do 8o, and under what circumstances .

- reciprocate the .language in which it.is conch- have their prodeedings transpired? . It is well - '

ed,~we cannot see that ‘thereis aun ound y & : .
for congratulating onrgéﬁreglban thy gcceas - known that the peopie of this country in every
of a measure in ‘Which the people have no -Sec:ion petitioned by thousands praying that

ne tha scheme should not receive any consum-

sympathy or concurrence. - In ransacking the < . L
. is- § 3 + mation as the hands of the Imperial Govern-~
-pages of history it is exceedingly difficult to ont ottt it had . been  submitted

Apd o cheopacale 1, s, et axosocords {35, 2o ol bushow havo fhess por

parsively mofer e bt wo et g0 208 boeh Bested? e wo heae st ey
‘ indi - Ve even T d, |

back, very far back indoed to find an tustance der that the wishes of ‘tbe conntry should be-

such as that which calls for this amedment. 100" Then this bill, framed by the dele-

- Itia truo weneed only go back a hundred gates, under an authority which they assumed

years to find an unhappy state of things sub- ‘but had not, wasintroduced into the House of -

sisting between the mether countiry and her . <
" colonies on this side of the water, and we know L°td8, 8 hody composed; I think, of between
thgi ,t.gsnm of the disaﬁ'agion th‘;;]n indaced b }; 300 and 400 members, and how was it there re-
arbitrary enactinents oting the integrity o h h 214 not be
the Empire as it then existed, but I can find - the hundreds of members, there, could no
10 Tecord of Tejoicing in such a condition as foundose to witmess its formal presentation
thatin which we are placed until I extend my. -one round dozen, and that important bill,
retrospect and revert to a history of a tyrant, tonching the rights, the property and persons
. Emperor though he may be called, who fid- of our people for all tima to. come, was not

dled while Rome was burping. In that case vy -
. alone cau I find a similarity ogf circumatanesg ©ven read. Itwas read by its title only, and

ceived when presented for consideration? Of

anda paral}eled contempt and disregard of na- the important details’ it embodied never .

2
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" reacheil the ears or the hearts of the members

pomposingthm branch of the Imperial Legia-
;. passed thé House of Lords with

more facility than a bill imposing a tax on

“dogs would bave done. It was hurried throngh

in indecent and disgraceful haste, and sent 10
the House of Commons., How wag it received
there? Icannotimagine how it should have
met with any other reception than it did when

- Tread the observations of members of that

" houge-~obgervations which rnst have pro-
: ceeded from information coming from a quar-

ter from which sounder information should
have heen supplied. It was there stated by
prominent members that this matter had been
before the people just previous to the lastelec~
tion; that the Premier had gone t0 every hust-

. ings, and at every polling booth in the Pro-

- vince had preached on the question of Union,

It was on information such as that that the
enlightened House of Commons proceeded
and I need scarcely ask members “whether
that information was true or filse. Is there a
member of this house or & man in the country
who will venture to say that previpus to the
las! election—at the time when- the canvass
wag taking place—this guestion was presented
to the people, or that on any hustings it was

© even mentioned. . And if wot, I care not

whether it had beea at any previous time. In
the course of my professional training I have
learned this principle: that the last will which
a man makes is that which must be recogniz-
ed. Whatever his previous dispositions may
have been, they are cancelled and annulled by
his subsequent wishes. When, therefore, at

. the last eléction, thes matter was altogether

ignored I am rightin saying that it was not
before the pecple, and that they did not then
express their views upon it. But let me be
more particular I have in my hand a copy .of

"the London Times, an authority which will be

especially acceptable_to members of govern-
ment, and it-contains the debate on this ques-

- tion. This report contains so many amusing

pieces of misinformation that I must trouble
the house with a few extracts. Mr. Watking
who, for mapy good reasons, but none of them
referable to the interests of Nova Scotia, took
a deep interest in the proceedings and action of
the delegation is reported to have said in re-
ference to this Province: “ There wasa gene-

". ral election in 1863, and the Prime Minister

went throngh the country preaching this Con-
federation of the provinces. It was brought
under the notice of the electors a% every poll-
ing booth, and at every hustings the issue was
distinctly raised.” I am willing to give the
leader of the government credit for great ver-
satali'y of talent, but I'never knew that he had

‘the qualifications of a preacher, unless it

be true which I do not assgert, that a great sin-
ner ig likely to be most successful in convert-
ing men from sin, If I read on further it
would be still more apparent that the Parlia=
ment of England bas been grossty deceived at
a time when, there were present about them
men who ought to have taken care that the

-subject sbonld be looked into muost carefully.

I find also that the deba‘e embodied the idea

that this measure was a treaty of peace be-*

tween these Provinces. I am rather disposed
to view it as a declaration of war—war on' the
rights, the feelings, the interests and the liber-
ties of the people of this country. Those gen-
S

tlemen who, since the Jast session, haye visit-
ed their constituencies must be well satisfied
of that. oppositicn’ for no ‘man :with'open eyes
and ears could have travelled throngh the ru-
.ral districts withouts seeing nud - hearing that
the meéasure way obnoxious'to the feelings of
the people. If it were a measure good instead
of bad, if it had morits instead of demerits
without- nnmber, I conceive that the prople
who are to he affected by its operation should
‘be heard upon it in a constitutional manner at
the poils, and until they are so heard you may
pass this Act of Parliament, calling it an Im-
perial Act if you will, butit will be a blank
piece of paper until the hearts and sympathies
of the poople rally roundjt to give it effact.
By the amendment which I have submitted we
ask to obtain for the people thejliberty to speak
on the sunbject, and why should they not speak.

"According to tlie constitation of this kouse

the day is not far distant when under any cir-
cumstances the Honse would he dissolved;—-
its existence can last but for.a few weeks and
why this baste? I must say that we have
approached a crisis of 2 momentous character .
in our history. This Province nntil a recent
perind was a lpyal and happy Colony, baving
every reason to be loyal, every reason to be
happy until this unfortunate and unhappy
Jneasure was brought in and cast amorg us.
Shall I be told that loyalty exists now
in the same richness among us as .it once and
recently. did? Mr. Speaker, .1 strenuously
opposed {he measure 1ast Session on the ground
that the course about to be taken would en-
danger the sllegiance and undermine theloyal-
ty of the people and since that time I’ have
seen that that resalt ‘ig but too probable. We
are told by members of the Imperial Parlia-
ment that it is desirable we should be separat-
ed from tho British Empire and further we are
told that it is no% alone for the imterests of
- Nova Secotia that the scheme has been projec-
ted—that there are reasons making it désira-
ble that we should be connected with a large
country. To secura Canada from foreign in-

. vasion the right of Nova Scotians are to'be in-

terfered-with and trampled upon I conceive
that Nova Scotia has at leastas’ just a claimk
to the protection of England as Canada. Nova
Scotia has been truly loyal, and in eveéry hour
- of danger she had &xhibited a disposition to
-the uttermost extent of her resources to stand
by and maintain the hobor and integrity of the
Empire. I conceive that the trausactions of
the past few months are exhibiting a-poor re-
turn for that loya!ty and that allegiance. The
Inyalty which X desire to see .is the loyalty of
the heart, not the loyalty pampered and fed
and fattened by the contents of the treasury
The loyalty of the beart,springing from just and
honorable motives—that'is the loyalty which
in Qesirable, and anything else is unworthy of
the name. In this amendment we beg to ap-
proach ‘His Excellency with the respectable
submission that this is a most important crisis -
in our history. Tho men who best know the
country feel this as they travel through its
length and breadth, Pass thisact without ve-
ference to the people whose rights are to be
affected, and 40 you make them ifs friends?
‘Do you not rather create in them feelings pre-
cigely the reverse? Do yon not make. them
enemies and disloyal? Those who are in op-
position have been denounced as disloyal, bng
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that reproach can hardly come from men who
by thiir coriduct have brought about this state-
of feelings, The men who'are open to the
charge are those. who are forcing it on the
country- I have said that ‘the country was
peaceable, loyal and happy hefore,—if it is not
so.now-it is because of this measure, and for no

- other reason. whatever. The amendment sug-

gosts a solemn protest against the action. of
the delegation. 'For the reasons I havé men-
tioned, I think the house should concurin that-

- protest. The delegates have exceeded their

-,

" the adoption of any other course for I believe

authority: they were delegates from thé house
for the purpose of preparing a scheme, not for
converting that scheme into an Act of Parlia-
ment, while we had within our own borders:a
legislatare with a right to ‘exercige its own
Jjudgment, and one that ‘has never douns aught
to finduce an abridgement of its. rights. I
meed bardly repeat thaf I desire to-see the.
scheme of . Union submitted to ths. peopla.

.That is the view that I have always main-

tained and expressed, and I should view
with-. sorrow ' rather than with anger,

that any other course would endanger the hap-

. piness, the loyalty, and the best interests of

our people. It is not my intention now to
press upon the House any other view than the
necessity which exists for. preserving this Pro-

.-vince in a peaceful and happy conditiop, and I

think it is our ‘bonnden duty to adopt the:

" coursé which I have urged. I wish before de-

* taining the House further, to hear reasors

why that course should not be pursmed: T
ask those gentlemen who stand in thé positions
of guardians of the public libertics why they
are.not prepared to submit the measure:to the
people? "Why this haste? 'Whatis the press-

- 'ing necessity? The more the subject is dis-

cussed, the :miore averse are the people to its
features. During the past snmmer the feeling

. was comparatively mild and moderate to what

it is to-day, and the reason was that in the

_trustfulness of their hearts the psople never

could bave supposed that & measure go seri-
ously to affect them would have reached the
point it bas without théir voice being héard in

' a constitutional manner. - But the .awful note

has lately sounded in their ears telling them

" that their fate is approaching; that" heir con-

stitution:is about to be.a thing of the ' ast, that
their liberties are to be abridged fo' ver, and
they now feel excited if not.enraged. If that
be their feeling they have just cause for it.
Men in whom. they trusted —men who held
their "positions and ate their bread by the.

- hreath of the people—these were the men wko-,
- stood between them and their liberties and

- cannot be distant when their comsciences .

sought to cuf off their freedom forever.
It is a . painful thing to receive : an-
injury at the hands of afriend —it is a gail-.
ing thing to receive the. blow of ingra-

. titude, and that is the state of feeling existing

in the breasts of the peopls of this country.
They are indignant that the men whom they.
elevated to power for other and. noble ‘purpo-
ses, should have been the instruments of the
annihilation of their freedom. What should:
be the feelings of a representative? There
should be some regard for the feelings -of the
men. who sent him here and elevated him to
80 'honorable a position, and if anvy among us
should disregard these feelings, the day

{

will be grievously disturbed. I trust nope.
of these individuals will suffer from the re-
morse which guch considerations will induce;.
for my part I'shall have the satisfaction of
having in a humble way asserfed the rights of
the psople ou this ‘question. ' I'think that ths
friends of England and the friends of Nova
Scotia should require aud acquiesce in no oth-

er course then that which.1 bave advocated, .
-for he is nofriend to this country and an enemy. .

to: England who would . force this measure.on
the necks and hearts of an unwilling people
.. M. PRYOR, hear, hear. : DU
-Mr. 8. CAMPBELL continued:—The hon, gen-
tleman says-hear! hear! X wish he would hear
and act in- conformity with tke views I ex-
pressed. . ‘What placed him in the position he
oceupies? It was the voice of the people of this
city of the metropolis, and for what? To des-
troy the rights and sacrifice their liberties?
No, not for. that, and when be next appeals.to.
his. constituents for their suffrages if ever he
veutures to do so, I hope they will tell him so..
He was placed here to preserve the the consti-

“tution of the country and ‘to perpetuate its

loyalty, and I hope he will :be told in'a voice
of thunder that he is one of those who have
forfoited ‘the pledges which begave. I frugt.
that gentiemen will carefully consider thig
amendment, they . will see that it contaiug no-

iden that it is not founded in justice and truth, - -

and is in all respects entitled to their concurr-

ence and support.- .
_ _Speech of ‘Mr. Eillam. ‘
Mr, Kirrawm :—L rise “for the. purpose. of
seconding the amendment which' has just beex
moved by the hon, ‘member for Guysboro,

wit» whose remarks' I fully agree. Itis well ..

known in this house that'1 do not make ‘any -
pretentions to ‘the eloquence of other gentle-
men, but the views I entertain on'this question.

are theresult of deep conviction. I may not -
be able to express these views as I would wish,

but Ifeel them very strongly., The hon. gen-
tleman has re‘erred to the recent defegation”

and the manner in* which the authority given
by this house has been exceeded, but he hardly -

went deepenough into that matter. in my opi.
nion. . He must recollect that' when the ‘Pro- -

vinctal Secretary was pressing Lis ‘resolution

upon the.house, last session,. he referred some
years back for the purpose of strengthening his

‘argument. He stated that the leaders of the -

political parties in this Legislature had moved '

resolutions in favour of this scherne of Union, - -

but did he ever hear 6t a_gingle resolution that
had not coupled with it the condition that the

question would be referred back to the Legis= .

lature, and that means the ‘people. Mr. John-
ston, Mr. Young, Mr. Howe were all quoted

in illustration of his-argument, but can he'as- "

sert that the question'was ever treated. by them
in & practical point of view, The bon. gentle-
man has in England quoted these . gentlemen as
the advocates of this scheme and tried to make-
the public men of that country believe that the;

people of Nova Scotia are in favour of a Union
of these provinces with Canada. These dele-.

g tes were to go and see if they could agree on’
some mesgure that would suit the members of,”
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this Legislature better than the Quebec schete,
There has never been any measure of Union
submitted to this houee-for its deliberation. In~
stead of bringing back what they agreed on they’
have put their hande to an Act. .of Parliament.
'We are hereafter to be bound by a paper con-
atitution which has never bren submitted to us
for our considerstion. No .more important
%:mtion than this was ever before the people of
this countr.. If this bill is paesed we are de~

. prived of the power of hereafter legislating for

ourselves, We shall certainly have a voice in
the General Parliament, but that the people
don’t want at all. Nothing can reconcile the.
people to the manner in which this measure is
being forced upon them. They might have
submitted to an Act of Union, if the British

Parliament and people had declared that it was;

positively necessary for Ymperial purposes, but
that has not been the case. It appears by the
papers that' Her Maijesty’s Ministers - have all
thetime been under the delusion that in pro-

' moting the measure they are pleasing the peo=

»

“ple of Nova Scotia—a delusion created and.fos-

tered by the delegates. It is not difficult to
understand the motives that have prompted the
delegates to take the course they have. These
politicians wish to put themeselves out of the
power of the people—to obtain place and emo-

- lument without the wishes of the people being

at all consulted. The pvblic men ot New

Brunswick dissolved the legislatu-e’ when they

_returned from Quebec, and the people returned

& large majority opposed to Union with Canada.

Another election subsequently took place, and

. the people, for some reason or' other, -reversed

the verdict they had given previously. So the.

the people of New Brunswick have 'been aps
pealed to twice on this question, whilst the peo-
ple of Nova Scotin. have not heen consulted
even once:. The course’ pursued by these gen-
tlemen is, as far a8 I know, unprecedented in

 the history of legislation. Even Napoleon did

better than they have done. "I look upon this
Actof Parlinment, if it is  passed, as destroying
the colonial system. . ~ - - S s

If British coloies anywhere find thst their
cights and privileges can be transferr d at any

time to another country against the:r wishes—

tosome other people with whom. they can have

' no fymtathy~—they will “feel that their s: curity

and prosperity rest upon a very, insscure basis.
The p ople of Nova Scotia are not the: only
ones opposed.to that measure ; for we have rea~
gon to belicve that a 1 rge number ot the Lower
Canadians entertain similar views. Nearly one
half of the -people of New
posed to the measure. We know how few peo-
pleit takes to turn th=6cales in an . election- It
18 quite true' that measures often pa s the Le-
gislature which are 'very objectionable to .the
people, but théy know that the time will come
when they wliil be able to express their opinions
on these. obnoxious m asures, and have them
repealed. Now, however, you are to fasten a
measure upon them which' will fetter them for
all time—hand them over to Canads for ever.
I agree with the hop, member- for Guy:boro’,

Bruuswick are ap-.

that this scheme states a fatal blow at the cone
nection between these colonies and the mother
country. Nova Scotia hasalways hitherto been
considered a loyal province. I fee! ag loyal as
any person in this house; I have not been)

peraon, but I pay respect to th: laws and the go-
vernment. under which I liva. I have British

N,

)

feeliogs in my breast, I feel proud to seo Eng- -

land great and prosperous, but a measure of this
kind must create discontent emong the whole
population of this province. The msjority in
this house who decide against the people as*
sume a very grave responsibility. Many of
them will regret it deeply if they act contrary
to the sentiments of the people. We are too
near a gre-t country.to be trifled with in & mat«
ter of this kind. Let no one attempt to make
the people believe that the British government
would barter aw &their rights unfairly. Let
¢ gentlemen consider, therefore, the grest res
sporisibility that rests.upon them in the present
important emergency, and decide wisely before
it is too late, : k -
- Speech -of Hon. Prov-,\Secretary.
Dr. Torrer replied as fo'lows;—1I feel by no
means disposed to flod fault with ¢t
temper in which this sulyect has beén approach-
.ed. "No doubt the hon, mover of the amend~
ment, in confining himself mainly to the cone
-stitutional point which he has raised, felt that
the 'peculiar circumstances ' under which ‘the
Houso meets—the very advanced period of the

_Bess1on and the necessity of dealing immediately > N

_with certain porti ns of the public business
which will not admit of postponement—induced

. him to Jimit his remarks to the range he has
done. The hon. member who has seconded the
resolution, with that due regard. to the public
time which ke has always shown, felt also that
this. was nof an occeeion when a great deal of

, debateable matter sliould be opened up. Iin-
tend to follow the example of these hon gentle-

.. men, and shall 'as succinctly as - possible deal
with the cons jtutional point that has been rais-

. ed, witHout going into any lengthy observatipns -
on, the great subject which is brought under the
consideration of the Housa.

It would have been perhaps too much to ex-

pect that the hon. members opposite who en- .

tertain very ' strong opinions on this question
_should net have availed themselves of the pre-
sent opportunity of putting wpon record their
_views and opinions in reference to the Address.
"~ As one of the advisers of His Excellency I

_ ditferent course tad been pursued and no deba-

_teable jssue had been raised on the Address. '

That course on the present occasion seems to
‘have been imposaible, and I must frankly .ad-
mit that I was fully prepared for an -amend-
-ment from the hon. gentlemen. I may sa;
with a great deal of pride and pleasure that

_feéel T can spproach this question under elr.

‘eumstances upon which -1 may congratulate <,

the government, the Legislature, and the
‘country. As far a8 I am individually

he mode ande

would have been glad, had it been possible; if s -

Lo
i

ready to bow down to the authority of every
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concerned, I need hardiy tefl the house that
from the first hour I felt it pecessary as a public
man to give my earnest consid ration to public
matters—from the first hour I felt it due to the
people, the msnagement ot whose affairs 1 had
undertaken, to express my - opinion on public

questions—~] have never hesitated openly, at all .

times and everywhere, to avow my deep and
settled conviction that in a union of British
North America lay the only great future for
any portion of these provinces. True to these
principles, whether in power or in opposition,
to the best of my ability I -advocated and sus~
tained these views,—I pledgéd myself to my

countrymen, at all times apd uider all circum-

- stances, that whatever :;power and influence
they might place in my hands, I would feel bound
to use tor the purpose of advancing the inter-
ests, elevating the character and promoting the
security of our common couutry, by a union of
British North America. Believing as I do that

. not ovly. the most mavked prosperity would
have followed, but that the only security and
guarantee for the continued possession of Bri-
tish principles in apy portion o* British North
Anmerica, was involved in that great question, I

have never hesitated to declare my opinion that -

it would have been wise on- the part of Nova

Scotia. to have entered into that union under the"

terms propounded by .the Quebec fcheme.—~
There were many gentlem>n around/me, how-
ever—many for whom I entertain?great re-
spect—who felt that better terms should be ob-
tained for the Maritime . Provinces than were
contained in- that scheme. To-day .I stand
in the proud position of being able to claim con-
fidently the support of gentlemen who were un-
able to give it to me before because whils$ their
general principles were in fsvour of Union they
did not consider that the scheme of Union devis,
- ed at.Quebec gave to these provincesall.thead-
vantages and consideration .to which they are
. entitled. 'The position, therefore, that we oc«
- cupy on this question is one of no little pride
for we are able to say that we have not only ob«
tained everything which - was granted at Que=
bec, but that very important concessions have
baen made in the arrangements that are now
being consummated, and that all these altera«
tions are most favorable to the interests of these
* Maritime Provinces ‘The narrow range taken
‘by those gentlemen who have opened. up this
question precludes me from dwelling: on -this
particnlar feature:of it, but an occasion will of-
fer iteelf later for discussing the scheme in all
. ita b ari ga = Then ‘gentlemen in thié "house
will have ample opportunity to place before the.
" legislature.and country an expression of their

opinion on this great question It will be there~

foré only necessary that I should briefly call the
attention of thie house .to the position that this

question now assumes, and deal, with the con--

‘stitutional point’ which has been raised by gen«
tlemen on the opposite side.. e x

I need not remind the Hoée 't!iatj.‘i'lo,'rﬁn—m‘

can pretend that this is one of the occasions on
which ‘a great surprise is attempted No man
can contend that this question ot: a. Union ‘of

\

“gentiemen on both sides.
. tionof British Ameri¢a ready to come to the -

British North America is hot one t which the
public mind and considecation of all c'asses of
the intelligent people of .this country have not
been again and agsin turned, until it has be-
come perfectly familiar to all. I need not go
into any length{, review of circumstances that
took place on this question, but twenty~five years
ago the whole subject, in «ll it bearings, was _
placad in the report of Lord Durham before the
people of British America and of the whole Bri- -
tish Empire, and attracted an amount of atten-
tion that few other great public measures
ever received. 'We might claim the proud dis-
tinction that this:question has been examined .
and discussed within these walls with an acue
men and ability that did the greatest. honor to
Iftheré was a sec-

consideration of this question and pass upon it
intelligently, it was the Province of Nova Sco-
tia, familiarized as the people have been with it
in all its aspects. So far as I am personally
concerned I have never hesitated to express my
sentiments whether as a member of the Govern-
ment or Opposition. Wheu opposed to the ad-
ministration of the day in 1860 I was invited -
to deliver a lecture at the Mechanics’ Inatitute
of ‘8t. John, and L was permitted the privil
ege of choosing the subject upon which I would
address them. I took that occasion to proclaim
not only to the people of my own province .
but of British North America, that all the pow~ -
er and influence that I might ever obtain should
be exerted to accomilish and consummate the
great scheme of British American Union which
had been so ably discussed in previous days. I
returned from the neighbouring province, and
what was the first thing that met me? Some
gentlemen opposite who ' perhaps felt - that the
eulogiums which that address had received
might make me a little giddy, immediately
declared . that after * all. 'there was 'mo:
thing novel in these 'sentiments, that
they - were borrowed from my political
opponents, and that the gentleman then at
their head, Mr Howe, was one_of the origina-
tors —as I have never denied he was—
of this' great scheme of Ubion.. I felt
there was no originality in my views,

that all T -had endeavored to do was to give

favor and substance to- the question—to pledge
myself as a public nan, devoted to the service
of the counfry, to prowote the consummation of
this great scheme. I.came back to this city;
and at one of the largest assemblages that I°
have ever addressed, I repeated these senfi- .
ments and pledged myself, in' the face of my
country, that, it entrusted with power by the
people of this Province, I would use that power -
as energetically as' I-:was able for the accoms
plishment of this great project, I went up, then, .
into. the neighbouring counties' of Hants and
Kings, and Colchester ‘énd there. proclaimed |
plainly to the people of this country my senti~" -
menits on the same great question ; I-did so by
public invitation, and delivered these sentiments
amid the united plaudits of men of all shades-of
politics. . Everywhere I was-proud to find. that ~"
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this great scheme which I was advocaling was
received as -an open question, upon which all
-political parties could co-operate. After I had
thus-re-opened this question, the leader of the
government to which I was opposed, recommit-
ed himself to the principles of British Colonial
Un'on, by moving a series of resolutions on the
subject. These resolutions originating-with the
government, of which he was the leader, broad-
Iy stated that so manifold and so great were the
advantages that would result from union, that
tke government asked for power from this
House to have a conference for the purpose of
taking it up and placing it in a position so that.
it might receive the "solemn ratification of the
Legislature of this country. Consistent with
the. views I had always entertained, I gave my
earnest co-operation” to the government on this’

Qo)

- the people should have the principle of

responsible government in sll its completeness,
on-every occasion when this. question came up,

‘maintained the indisputable right of the Legis-

lature to deal with' this question, When M¥,
Howe and Mr. Killam were ‘demanding that
respon-
gible government extended to them, they affirm~
ed the responsibility -of the Ministry to ‘the
people—that the Ministry should have the peo-
ple’s representatives to -sustain them, and that
whilst they had that sipport, they were quall-
fled to discharge all the :
such & manner as they thought was consiatent
witb the interests of the couutry.

Thehon member (Mr. Killaih) has referred
to Napoleon, and: given us the only precedent:
that these gentiemmen can adduce in support of
thdir position. , The hon. member for Guys-

question, and a similar course war pursued by.-boro’, a_gentleman of lezal attaiaments—who

every Conservative sitting on the beriches with
me., The Lieutenant Governor was requested -
to appeal fo the British Parliament on this ques-
tion. Mr. Howe having received the authority
from the Imperial Government imwmediately,
under his own hand, urged upon Canada and
the other, British North American Colonies the
importance of dealing with the question. Ina
statesmanlike spirit he pointed out to them that
there was only one mode in which this question
could be dealt with—that the only true consti-
tutional course was_not. to refer it to the
people at the polls, but to the Legisla=
ture. I ‘challenge the gentlemen oppo~
site, instead. of indulging in mere empty dew
clamation addressed not.to members inside this
House but to uninformed persons outside—to
point out a single authority here or elsewhere,
Jnthis province or in the mother country whence
we obtained our system of government, that has
ever propounded such a principle as the resolu-
tion lays down ; and when they are able to do~
80, I shall be prepared to extend: to- this
amendment an amount of consideration-that
I fecl now 1t ia not entitled to. In Mr. Howe's
letter, under his own hand, he says there is only
one way of dealing with the maiter—that there
should be a .conference of the different pro-
-vinces to arrange a schemeof Union—but there )
is not- one word said about submitting the ques-
* tign to the people, but on the contrary, he propos-
ed that it should be disposed of by the legisiature.
Mr. Howe, sustained by sll his colleagues in
the government, claimed for'the Legislature of
this eountry the right of dealing with this ques-
tion—a principle which tbe hon. member for
Yarmouth has himself justacknowlkedged as the
correct one, though it conflicts with the position
he has taken in seconding the present amend-
raent. That hon, gentleman . said that he was
imbued with a love for British, principles. He
© wag one of the earliest and strongest ‘advocates
of tplonial responsibility,. and ‘true to his prin-
ciples what hss he to-day told you? “The
Legislature represents the people.” That ig the
‘reason when’ Mr. Young led_ that side of the
House—when {Mr. Hoawe led the government:
of the Liberal party,—when Mr. Johnston, on'
this side; l¢d the Conservative party, each and
‘all, recognizing "the fact that we enjoyed

b
“

has sat in the chair you; sir, now occupy,—who
has, therefore, jheld’ the highest conqtitutibngl
position in this- Legislature, was obliged to sit

down without having been able, from the whole*

range of constitutional history, to bring forward
1 single example in support of his.course. The
hon. member-for Yarmouth, who has himself a
pretty wide acquaintance with the counstitu-
tional system we enjoy, did-at last find a pre-
cedent; but was it under the cgnsti’tutional

principles which it is our pride and glory to-

have received from England? Did he find it
in Great Britain or io any portion of h'r colo~
nial empire? No; but he had to travel to des=
potic France, where the universal popular fran-

‘chige had placed the country under the heel of

the most iron despotism that ever existed. All
the public men jn-thig house, Liberal or Conser-
vative, have placed oy record their deliber~
ate sentinient that the Legislature of the coun«

try is therplace wheré this question should be
discussed and decided.  But that is not all. The

Duke of Neweastle was appealed to, and what °

did he reply ? You have only to go to the jour-
nals and you will ind him endorsing the same
principles. Mr. Cardwell was subsequently ap~
pealed to, and you see that gentlemanhimself
taking the same view of the question, and de=-
claring the right of the Legislature to deal with
it. The present Marguis of Normanby, reflect-
ing the views of the government of the day as
he does mow. his own, embodied in a state
paper his opinion that the Legislature is the
proper place to d al with the matter,

. It was stated that if the British Government
had only proper information on this question—
if that dark cloud which prevented them from
seeing the real facts of .the case was only blown
away, they would sustain the views ot gentle~
men opposite. Well all that-hss been done ; I
hold in my.hand the statement of the late Colo~
nial Secretary, the Earl of Carnarvon, who.sub-
mitted - this quastion with great ability to the
House of Lords.’ But first' let me ask when
these -gentlemen were advocating responsible
government in this country, what did they tell
us they were going to giveus? The institu~
tions of Republican America? No. The des-
potism of France? No. They said that they
intended giving us Responsible Government,

duties of legislation in'
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the British system of govemmeﬁt, 80 that the

people.of this country might be. governed-in
pecisely, the same manner ‘that. the: people of
_the British Islands are governed. Who are the
best interpreters of the British system? When
gentlemen raise an .jssue upon -constitutional

ractice, they should sustain. their course. by. re-
ference to the authorities of that country: from

". "which we take_ our system. .. Now this. whole-

guestion was put fully;before the statesmen and
_people.of England by a:gentleman second in
Ability to none in this country — who is one of
those who can almost miake the worse appear
the; better reason~—who can put his views before
tte public in the most conclusive manner that it
8 passible to place them. . Now when this gen~
fleman’ tad .exhausted months in enunciating
hig views, before -the statesmen of. the mother
.country, what did Lord Carnarvon: say after full
-consideration of ‘the whole question? Lord
‘Carnarvon said:— . - - » .

. “‘Then the noble lord has founded an argumenton
the franchise of Nova Sootis, but really if this:House
is to,zo into all the intricacies and details.of colonial
government there can be »o end to.the'matter, Such
‘s oourse would bave the effot of raistug questions on
every olaunse of the bill. . The House has simply to ss-
oertain who are the constituted - authorities of Nova
Seotia, whom we are bound to listen to. and .whose
gglnion_ we are bound -to accept. - Now, what have
‘they 5aid? ' In 1841 the then Parliament of Nova
Sootia pissed-a resolution in-favour of confederation
in general terms. In 1868 that- Parliament was dis-
golved and-a, fresh Parlisment was elected and is in
existence atthe present moment. Well, it was only
in April Jast that that Parliament came to a distinot
resolution in favour of confederation—sa resolution es
distinot as words_could express -it. That reoiution
em&owe;ed cettain gentlemen to proceed on their be-
haif to ¥ngland to'negotiate with her Mojesty’s Gov-

ernmeit. These accredited envoys were accordingly

. gentand the terms have been ‘negotiated and embo-
died in this messure. ‘It appears to me that it is not
competent for us to. look behind. that vote of the No-
ya-Scotia Parliament, and to inquire what other par-
ties miy be inthe colony aud under what circum.
stances the colonial local authorities and legislatures
were elected. 1f regponsible government means any-

thing, it mears this—that you not only give to a co
louy free . institutions and enable the inhabitants to”

o elect-their own Parliament, but you also undartake,
~in mpattergof colonial policy,.to deal only with that
colony thr@ngh the legally constituted authorities.
"+ Any othar view of the case would lead us to endiess

(¢ Cdifieulty.” '

This is the opinion of & gentleman to whom the
whole press, irtgspective' of party, has awarded
unqualified praise for the able and perspicuous
maoner in which he: dealt with this question.
Ia fact, we have the opinion of the statesmen
and press of all parties in England in support of
the. principlethat our Legisiature has:the au.
thority .of legislating on a.l matters touching
the constitution for this country save where it
conflicts' with - Imperial interests. I confess I
feel mortified when we enjoyed the great prin-
ciples of responsible: government—when these
principles had been worked: out so as to reflect
the highest credit upon all parties—when Nova
Scotia had advanced to that position of intelli-
gence that she could be entrusted with the ma-
nagement of her own.affairs; I felt mortified, I
“eay. to see the very men who had laid claims to
having given us this constitutional system; going
to the foot of the Throne and attempting to-

. L 11} :

‘ .~

p"rove,yas far as all the evidence they could ga~

for the government she enjoys—that we were:in
that condition of .corruption and ignorance that
the Parliament of the.country cauld not -be
trusted to. discharge those legislative: duties
which had been entrusted to them under our
constitutional system. If these petitions had
any (ffect—if the British- Government-had -ac=
cepted such statements as' true; they would have
been greatly misled, and would have estimated
the character; education, and intelligence of this
country. at a very-low atandard indeed. ‘We

“ther would prove, that:this province was unfit’

can point with pride fo evidence that under the -

institutions we have-enjoyed the.people have

chosen the best men they have as:their represen= .

tatives, whose acts may challenge the closest
scrutiny of the mother country and of the world.
If it had been shown that the action of the Le-

gislature had been unworthy ‘of the confidence .

of Parliament and Government of England,then
we would have-occupied a position that would
indeed ' be most humiliating to us all. But we
bave another construetion of this resolution be=
sides Lord Carnarvon’s. Here is the deciara-
tien not.of the late Colonial Secretary only but
the Queen’s Speech, in .which the United Cabi.
net'of England.give expression to- their senti-
ments :—*‘ Resolutions in favor of & more inti-
mate union of the provinces of Canada, Nova
Scotia and . New Brunswick have been passed
by their several Legislatures, and delegates duly
authorized and representing all. classes of colonial
porty and opinion bave concurred in the condi:
tions upon which such a union may be effected
in accordance with their wishes. A bill will-be
submitted to you which by tir2 consolidation of
colonial interests. and . resources - will give
strength to the sovereign Provinces as members
of the same  empire, and animated by feelings of
loyalty to the same sovereign.”” I have given
you the authority of the leading men of this
country — of - the Colonial - Minister, -of

the British Miuistry — and in addition :

you have the authority of the Houses
of Peers and Commons of Great Britain,

Let detraction assail that parliament as it may, -

the hon. member may endeavour to throw
odivm upon it, but there is not a freeman
through the length and breadth of the British
Empire who can fail to admire and respect the
body which, amid the convulsions that have,
shaken nations from centre to circumference,
has maintained thé proud pre-eminence of Eng~
land. It does not become -a colonial public
man, at a time when the Parliament of Great
Britain. is attracting the admiration .of the
civilized 'world —when it is the  -great
object - of other '~ nations  to assimilate
their institutions as' nearly as possible-to
those of the mother country, to. attempt to
cast. obloquy upon such a body. Butthey re«
quire - no defence at my hands; .the proud‘posi-
tion that they occupy—the eminent character of
the statesmen who are called upon to discharge.
the functions of legislation in that country need
no eulogium from me. . It is with pride that Jam:
able to state that having sat in.the one House

andetood inthe other, I-listéred to:the dig= -

’



- 8 great public measure,

cussions on this greas Q:mstlon. and not only the
constitutional points which are at issue, butthe
true character of this union were clearlyand ably
ﬁroponnded by the Parliament and statesmen of
reat Britain. °Having had both sides of
this guestion befora them they were able to ren-
der such & verdict as they never gave before on
We are aple to stand
here and claim that the friends of Union were
sustained by the friends of B:itish institutions
everywhere—that they have had the supportand
€0 operation of the friends of the colonial em-
pire in the Parllament of England; and what
do you findto day? In the Morning Chroni-
cle”—the organ of the gentlemen opposite—
the debate on the question has been given in
full, as I am "happy to see, and what
do you find in the Lords and Commons ?
You find this striking fact to which I wish to
call the attention of gentlemen opposite who.

" have eaid tha: this Union would weaken the

- Liberal and Conservative,

connection with the Crown, that the states-
men of Great Britain, without regard to party,
‘Whig and Tory,
united in one common acclaim that the colo.
nies would not only be rendered more prosper-
ous, butthat the ties that now bind them to the
Empire would bestrengthened. The very few
members who could be induced by gentlemen
opposite to r« flect their sen:iments did so on the
ground that the colonies were a burthen, and
that the sooner they were got rid of the better,
These are the views of Mr. Bright who com-
plained that if this Union was accomplisbed the

“result would be to burtkien the Empire with the

defence of these provinces and what position did
Mr. Ayrton take? He would not commit himself
80 far as to oppose Union, but what he ‘come-
plained of was that millions of ‘British money
were to be expended in connection with & great
highway between this province and Canada.

Thus we find the British Government, and all
statesmen who value the colonies as'one of the
greatsources of the importance and influence
of Great Britsin among nations arrayed in sup=
port of colonial Union, whilst in opposition to
to this great scheme we find only the men who
wish to get rid of the colopies altogether. .

* Imust for a elngle instant call the attention
of gentlemen opposite to the fact that they are
bound by their own recorded votes in 1864 to
Vote againat this resolution. Ihad the honour
to move in the session of that year a resolution
authorizing a conference to make a much more
radical change than it is now intended to make
in our constitlition. It proposed s scheme of
Union that would have merged our local insti
tutions altogether—:he Parlisment and capital
would have been transferred to another place.
When I moved that resolution' to appoint delev
gates for a (‘onference to bring about such a re-

sult, was there & man to raise an objection that

as it would change the constitution, there should
bo an appeal to the people. Where were the

.gentlemen who now raise these objections when

I declared that this Houge had the power to do
WhatI have said * There was no one then to

raige an objection to sucha course. They bonnd
themselves to the constitational principle that

[‘12] - ‘ i 'v

this Parliament had the undoubted power] and
right to change the constitution of the .country
withoutan appeal to the people at the polla.
But I can give them another illustration how
lately it is that they have discovered this new
constitutional doctring—that it is not constitu~
tional for the peoples’ representatives, here in
Parhament assembled, to discharge what they
believe to be a solemn duty. to the country.
Can’it be possible that these gentlemen have
forgotten that in 1868, just before an appeal to
the people, the Government of the day
brought forward ome of the most radical
chasges, a change in the constitution which, I
have no hesitation in saying, would revolution«
ized England it propounded there to-morrow.
This measure was to strike down one-third of
the ‘electoral body who were about to go to the
polls. When we, on this side of the House,
urged specific grounds that it had already beon
proved that the entire majority which they had
obtained at the last general election had been
subsequently lost at the polls; that they were
only nominally the government, and that theres
fore they ought not to propose so radical a
change before going to the people, we heard no
such pathetic speeches from gentlemen opposite
as we have bad to-day, intended to "have effect
in the back gettlements of the country ? What*
had the ‘hon. member for Guysborough
then to say in favour of the people who
were 8o ruthlessly to be deprived of their pri-
vileges. He stood here then ome of the
most_violent and :declamatory supporters of
the Government, declaring that they would
carry this measure, that they had the cousti-
tutional right to-do so. Then he backed !:s
his leader, Mr. Howe, who had put on reco:
the most uneqnivocal_testimony of the views'
of himself and the Liberal party on this
question. It will be remembered ¢ hat some
26,000 electars, rather taken aback at this
attempt_to change the election law, appealed
to the Lieutenan: Goveraor asking for a dis-'
solution of the Legislature, and what was the..
answer? That, the petitionars had a right to be
heard? That such constitutional changes
must be preceded by an appeal to the people?
No! I hold in my hand the declaration of
the leader of the Government stating that it
was the’ undoubted. right of “Parliament to
pass a law in defiance of the people. - Yet the
gentlemen who voted in support of such de-
clarations are here to-day to express a mock
sympathy which the people will never give
them credit for. Mr Howe said ~"“I am not
one of those who shrink from the performance
of a duty. T have never yet backed down
through ~outside pressure, or waived my
sense of right because of popular influence.”
He goes on to say:—“The hon. gentleman
complained that no answer wad ever re-
turned to the petitions for a dissolution. Had
they been sent through the Provincial Secre-
tary, the proper official channel of communi-
cation between the people and the Lieutenant
Governor, 110 doubt they would have received
an- answer; bhut they pursued a different
courss—the petitions were sent by a deputa-
tion, and handed in through a spokesman to
His Excellency.” These gentlewven, it ap-

pears, considered that it was asufficient reason

i
o
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- have never cundescended to bring these docu-"

t

‘(Great laughter.)

L]

to treat the petition of 26,000 electors of this
Province with profound contempt because they
did not come through the Provincial Secretary.
Suppose, now, we say to these same gentleman

" that if they hiad sent in thelr petitions through

the proper channel therr would have been a
dissolution long ago. (Laughter.) But they

ments under our notice, and I think I know
the reasor why, they did not send them through
the Provincial ﬁscrer,»ry's Office.

I was surprised at the contempt with which
lhe hon. member asserted that this measure
was aotuslly being passed in Parliament
without these petitions having ever been read.
All I oan say is that I satin the House of
Commons the night before I left Englaud, and,
up to that time, these peti ions had never even
been seen. I think when I put this and that
together I may be able to venture a pretty
good calculation why they had not been seen,
and why they had not come through the Pro-
vincial Seeretary’s office. 'We know that all
that men could do was done, by appealsia the
press and by public lectures and a paid organi-
zation, to excite aud stir up disapproval that
never existed and does not exist now. Yet
despite all the exertions that were made for
many months, they could not get 10,000 pet.tion-
ers to ptit their names on-this table. When I
know this fact—that afier years of excitement
and misrepresenta‘ion they were unable to get
anything but a response of so feeble a gharac-
ter—I can uaderstaud why these 30,000 peti-
tioners were not subjected to the scrutinizing
eye of the Provincial Secretary or of any other
person who would be able to verify whether
there was any substance in these petitions or
not. The reason why the Parliawent of Eng-
land had not seen these petitions down to the
hour of the second reading of the bill in Com-
mons, was probably that they were of a charac-
ter that would have excluded them from beiug
presented. I give this to the hon. gentleman
oppostte 'as’ the excuse why these petitions:
have not been presented, althiough that apology
is not demanded at my hands. . : .

But I mus$ continue my gnotations from the
constitutional maxims of the late Government
Mr. Howe said: “Bat. sir, if they received no

.reply in words, they were completelv answer-

od otherwise. The constitnegts of Dighy un-
constitutionally asked: for a dissolution; we
answered the praver of the petition by con-
structing & valuable wharf in that locality.”
(Laughter.) Well, I think we have also con-
structed a few wharves and bridges in that
community and elsewhbere. (Renewed Laugh-
ter). Agsin' Mr. Howe. continned: “As fast
as possible I am ruoning a road through In-
verness, that the lifa-blood of that -county
may flow on through a healthy channel.”
‘‘Queen’s has received a
grant for deepening Liverpool harbour. To the
counties through which the railway passes’
my answer is the balance in the treasury to
the -oredit of the railway, at the close of thé
present year. To all the counties I reply,.
the general increase in your revenue~~the ge-
neral provincial proaperity—the peace and or-
der that have reigned everywhere,~—these are
thebases of my reply to this charge.” Well,T
think we can claim public support on ‘much
stronger groundg than those adduced by the
hon. gentleman”. “ButXI tell the hon gen-

tleman that even in .a legal point of

view he is wrong. I defy him to pus
his finger on an instance wuere Par-
liament has been dissolved at the instiga-
tion of petitions. A dissolution involves the
exercise of the extreme power of the Crown,
and should rarely, if .ever, be resorted to,
_except nnder necessity most urgent and over-
powering, * * * T.,et me now refer to the
opinion of a very eminent divine, who has
marked the operation of universal suffrage,
apd hear what this genileman says on that
subject,. After describing the gigantic evils
of the system, he says: ‘ What then is to be
done? Universal suffrage is the law of our
land. Every one knows that this law cannot
be repealed, for I repeat it the masses must
vote its repeal; and this, of course, they will

not do. There are many indications that of .

late years, through the vast flood of immi-
gration, through the infamous conduct of
designing demagopues, through the increase
of intemperance, these degraded masres are

galning »in number and in powers’” We have -

the power, it we possess the will. to repeal
this law-—to strike down onee and forever
the evil—to relieve nurgelves from the charge
of being the only British colony, save Aus-
tralia, governed by. universal suffrage—to

'

purge our constitation, and purify our elec-’

toral system. Let no mau at this crisis hesi- .

tate or falter, but manfally and hohestly
part;orm his daty, to himself and to his coun-
try.”

"This is tke doctrine that suited gentlemen
in 1863,—they endorsed itto tha fullest ex-
tent they possibly could. In 1863 to make a

radical change in the constitution was right -
-and proper—to izunore the voice of the 26,-

000 peritioners was right and proper—to
force a law upon the statute book, to pre-

‘vent & largoe body of the people passing up-
on ‘their acts, was fully sustained by these -

geuntlemen, I am glad that I cannot include

the hor mémber for Yarmouth in thése ob- .

servations, for he was then on this side of
the House .

I was & good deal astonished ‘whea I heard
the hon. member state that the 'delegates had
exceeded the powers which they had received
from the house in dealing with this question. I
must confess I have had occasion sometimes to
find fault with gentlemen opposite for their very
short memories, but I was hardly prepared for
astatement like that. Is there & man in this
house with the excepti-n of the mover ot this
amendment who does not know that this ques-

tion was debated in this parliament plainly upon " -

the basis that uander that resolution the dele-
gates were to be empowered to go to the Im-
perial au‘horities and obtain the passage of an
Act without tuture reference to this Legisla-
ture? 'Ie there a single man on either side who
will endorse the statement made by the mover.
that the delegates'exceded their aushority in the

slightest degree, or that the whole question was

not argued and discussed upon the basis that we
were to deal- with it finally ; but I do not re-
quire to tax the memory of gentlemen opposite,

for I shall refer them to the journals of the

House, and prove by the resolution moved by
the. hon. member himself, that he knew that the
action taken here last session was the consum«

mation of the measure as far as this Legislature



. the discussion in the press,

wayp concerned.” In the amendment

the hon. member for Guysboro’, we.read :

¢ Therefore resolved,. That it is the opinion and
sense of the House that the Government and Legis.
lature of this Province should be no parties fo the
consummation of any ech:me for the Contederation
ot the British North’American Provinces and Colon.
{es. until an opportunity shall have been firat afford.
ed to the saveral constituercies of the Provinse at

large, to expresa their views and opinions thereon

in a constitutional manner at the polls.”’

It was, therefore,. perfectly rlain that bthe‘

delegates we'e to go to England and arrange

with the Imperial Government a plan of Union-

which would become the law through the Im-
perial Parl'ament, and yet in the face.of this
well known fact we have heard the hon. gentle-
man declaring that the delegstes had exceeded
their authority. The debdtes in this House,
all go to show that
it was everywhere known| that the delegates
were to finally arrange a scheme of Union, .1
have already read to you tlie' Queen’s Speech,
declaring that we came clothed with the most
thorough constitutional power to deal with this

" guestion, and that too finally,

New Brunswick, said the hon, gentleman, has
been appealed to twice.  Why is it that the

" people of Nova Scotia bave jnot been allowed to

. express their opinions even pnece? At Quebec
-1t was agreed that the scheme of Union should

be submitted to the several Parliaments. It
wag the last session >f the Legislature of New
Brunswick. and the Governmeént found that they

had not a majority to carry the measure. They .

appealed to the people, who decided against the
Government, and therefore-all action in relation
to the measure in this house was prevented, for
every.man felt that whatever were his opinions
on the suhject no Union was practicable unless
New Brunswick came into it. Action was ac

cordingly suspended in thig proviace until a

change should take place in New Brunswick.
Subsequently the people there, thaving had the
question fully explained to them reversed their
former verdict and gave a large mojority of
Union When it became cbvious here that
New Brunswick would concur we submitted the
question to this House. I ask the hon. mover
of the resolution as well as its seconder if either
of them will venture to say to the Ho se that
the position of the government in. this Legigla~

" ture is in the slightest degree analogous to

that of ihe.gov ranméunt of New Brusswick:
They were called upon to take action upan the
meagure, and believed that by an appeal.to the
country they would be sustained, and conse=
quently they made that appeal. Subsequently
it was found that the tide of public sentiment
had turned~the explanations which were made
on this question had shown the people that they,

had “been egregiously deceived before, and ac~ .

cordingly the moment. they were allowed to
speak again they. returned an overwhelming
majority in favor of the great principle of union.

he hon. member said that the Government

had pressed this matter here . with “ indecent.

haste.” Does he not know that this scheme of
Union was decided upen at Quebee in. 1864 7
It was a subject of agitation for nearly two

[“14‘,1
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years, down to 1866, ‘bﬁt?hﬁté;,fhﬁﬁ.;iﬁdﬂ;' ate.
not these same gentlemen who now charge * in-,:
decent haste” against us the ;men who, -session -

afier session, not only two yearsiago, but last win. -
ter as: well, tanuted the governmentand mybelf

with cowardice, with failing.in ‘what was our -

duty to the house and country—for not having
had the manlihebsito come forwsrd and submit’
the question to the’membera of this Legislature.
But when we knew that the time had come,
when we could deal with this question not as .a
hypothetical measure, but one-on which the
House could take actipn in consequence: of the.
change of sentiment in“New Brunswick in favor -
of Union-—-when we found, that the duty we
owed to the House and country demanded that
we should bring the question before the Legis-
lature, to be dealt with in tbe proper constitu-
tional manner, what did these gentlemen say
and do? When they saw that - they had  mis-
ealculated the intelligence and patriotism- of this
House and the public sentiment of this country
—that instead of having the overwhelming ma-
jority that they had deluded themiselves ixto . .
believing they had, they were in an insignificant
minority; ‘then these gentlemen suddenly dis.-
covered that we were not open to the charge of
cowardice and want of statesmanship* but that
we were pressing the matter with “indecent
haste.”” (Applause.) . B
The hon. member for Yarmouth asked why

we did not.submit the question to the people as
they did in New Brunswick. No man, gir, in ’
the history of constitutional legislation; ever
heard of so unstatesmanlike a course as'a gov-
ernment dissolving the parliamentin which they
hada clear, undoubted majority to carry a meas
sure which they believed would promote the gen.
eral prosperity of the country. I do not appeal
only to gentlemen who are ready to support the
government on the question—not to gentlemen
in opposition, who ‘are ready to' sacrifice the

P

best interests of party at the shrine of patriotism -

—who think more of their country than of sub«
serving the ends of party—but I ask the oppon-
ents of this.measure not to give their votes in
favour of such a resolution, when its advocates
are abliged to confess that they have not in the’
whole range of constitutional government a gin«
gle precedent in favour of the course they bave
chosento pursue, But what does thehon mem-
ber for Yarmouth say about the last election in
New Brunswick?. ** A very few votes did if, I
would notbe surprized if New Brunswick now .
went against it” Then the hon, member has
himself given us a very clear idea of the tatility |
of appeals to the people. He has seen.New
Brunswick one day giving its decision in fa~
vour of, and on the next against, Union.
But certain gentlemen deputized by some one-
or other—I do not think there will be anybody

hereafter ready to father the act—have written -

a remonstrance agajnst Union to -the. Colonial .

Secretary. If ever there wag a libel on the Bri- -
tish constitutional system—if respousible govern-
ment . was ever brought-down to the very depths -

degradation, as far as it.was in the’powerof ger-" -

tain parties to put it there, it was when the
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" 'beable to fully acquit myself of having misled"”

¢

" three tinauthorized men, two of whom had been
rejected by the p:cople at the polls, presented
themselves at ‘the foot of the throne, and told
the Imperial Government that notwithstanding
our ‘system of government the people are too
ignorant, and the Parliament is' too- corrupt to
be entrusted with the free institutions we enjoy,

and asked that they should be considered the .

truo ‘constititional authorities to whom
the' Government and Parliament of . the
mother country thould pay respect. 1 know
not who authorized this delegation, butI was

not a . little surprized to find these gentlemen

who presented themselves with the authority of
some one or other, asking the Government and
Parliament of England to accept them as our
‘representatives. and to ignore the voice of the
government and legislature of this country, but
especiilly was I astonighed fo find them putting
their names to a state paper in which they de-
clared that the position of the people of New
Brunswick—where the very thing they are
are now, asking for has been done—is
perfectly contemptible and compared the ver-
dict they have given at the polls to'that of a
brow-beaten jury under Jeffreys. Yet these
same gentlemen, professing to represent the
:sentiments of the people of Nova Scotia, ask the
Government of England to allow the people to
express their opinions at the polls—on' the
ground that they had such an appeal in New
Brunswick. : o .

The hon. gentleman has taken exception to g
statement made by Mr. Watkin. X admit freely
that that statement was too strong, andto some
extent inaccurate. I think, however, the hon.
member for East Halifax who was one of the
deputation will admit that it is not a very easy

. matter to get gentlemen constantly- occupied
with questions of gredt national importance im-
mediately touching their own country to under.
stand all the “ins and outs’ of our colonial dis-
cussions and struzgles. Iam glad, however, to
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:yatro'ng\‘u. party man’ as any in thig c&imtry,, but

Tam proud to be able to say, that anxious as T
have bgen to promote the views of. party, much
as I believe in the existence. of parties in the
state, and the advantage, of having a strong op~
position as well as government,—anxious as I

.am to serve the party from whom I have re~

ceived such” unqualified support and co-oper-
ation—I am able to say that I have regarded
one thing as of paramount importance, and that
is, the interests of my country. Itis notthe
first oCeasion-qn which as a public man, stand-
ing in the respgnsible position in which it has
pleased the
I have brought. forward measures and advorat-

ed them with all the zed! and carnestness that I -

could bring to- their discussion, although at the
same time |I believed them to be as fatal to the
interests of my party as it was possible for any
measures t¢ be. I need not tell the House what
was the sentiment of the country
taxation for|the support of schools. I'need not
tell the House how perfectly I was satisfied
that, in the };nnks of the party which sustained
me  throughout this country, there was a
very large body of! '
resist, but resent such a change in the law as
would impose & lar\;
for the support of the schools,- But I came to
this table, and imposed such a burthen, under
the conviction that it was my duty so to do, for,
my conecience told me that that measure was
imperatively required to ‘promots the best ime
terests of the country at large; but although I
expected to produce temporary dissatisfaction,
1 never had a doubt what .the result would be
after the people had kad abundant oppertunity
of testing the/merits of the law. .
I belieye that the intelligent sentiment of the

country is in favour of this Union; but then the .
.mode by"which it might be defeated would be -

this : Whilst the opponents  of the measure in
the ranks of the conservafive party wonld with-

anyone on this question in England. "I took
the liberty of placing in the hands of Mr. Wat-
kin and every other member of the House of

' - Commons an authentic statement of my own,

and in that document I have shown' dccurately
a8 I contend every step that has been taken in
the progress of this question. Imay state to
the House, and Ido it in all sincerity, that from
..the first. I have never entertained but one opin-
ion, and that is, the intelligent sentiment of the
people of this country is:in favour of Union. I
do not say that I have ever felt.it would
be a wise experiment,to appeal to the peo~
plo on this question; that would be an en-
tirely unprecedented proceeding; but I know
enough
aware that it is quite possible for' the pub-
lic sentiment to be/in favour of a measure,
and yot for this measure to be unsuccessful
when put to the people. 1 believe a public man
i8 bound in.the advocacy of public measuresito
study, as far as possible what is required to pro.
mote the publie good, and to go as far as he.¢éan
in his public legislation as the public gentiment
will sustain him. I bave beeu, perhaps, as
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of appeals ' to the people to be

_the congervative party, b

draw their confidence aud support from. the gov-
ernment; gentlemen who op.dse the measure,
but prefer atother party in this province, would
combine with the former, for the purpose of de~
feating the men in power. )
any doubt as to the telligent sentiment of this
country ? Longago it was acknowledged as a

‘question removed from party—one which pub=

lic men, }rrespacﬁve of party considerations,
should unite in promoting. - "'When it was found
that the government must under all’ circume
stances stand or fall by this question, then for the
first time were public men who had been them--
selves'most enthusiastic advocates of Union pre-

.pared to take advantage of the opportunity thus

afforded. —I will not say an unfair advantage,

though I would be justified in eaying so—for .

party purposes. - Despite such facts, however,
I feel convinced that not only the great Lody. of
1 1 t the majority ot the
hbe_rals of this country—the standard bearers of.
which have given this question a support which,
does infinite credit to their patriotism—are jusk

as warmly in favour of Union as when ‘Mr. ..

Howe was it miost-able exponent. ‘I do not de='
ny that there has been a large and formidable

-

people of this Province to place me, -

in regard to °

ipeople who would net only °

e burthen upon the people -

How could I have

S
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opposition to this messure, but I believe when these the-declaration Was-made, in so many
the people look at it without referenceto other- words, that their scheme ~for “the-- defence
public questions or any considerations of & par- of the Empire was to levy a tax upon the
ty character, when it 18 nolonger sub judice but people equal to that borne by the rest of the Em-
. become the law of the -land, the constitution ef pire. ‘I'he hon. member for Bast Halifax, in a
- the country for weal or woe, all classes will pamphlet which he wrote as the representative
combine to sustwin it, and the opporents of of the Anti-Union party has put it on record ihat
Union themselves wili feel that there is but one he is prepared to pay *pound for' pound with
se to pursue if they wish to lay claim to the the Canadians.” 1 ask, then, the hon. mover of
aracter of statesmen anl patriote—and that is this resolation with the fact before him that the
to-work out our new institutions in a manner leader of the Aunti-Union party has propounded
-that will be most- conducive to the interests of a scheme—a scheme endorsed by the other Anti-
the province at large. (Cheers.) ‘Union delegates—that would absorb the entire .
The hon. member referred to the London revenue of this province for defence alone; does -
T'imes as a great authority, but no person knows it liein his mouth or of any opponent of Union
better than he does that that journal has been to chargeus with havingattempted to inerease the
_regarded as antagonistic to the interests of Bri- burthens of the country in relation to defence.
tish America, and that it has always favoured Not only is this scheme the only mears by which
the Australian colonies. - It will be also remem« British America can remain British America—
‘bered that it has taken the same view of this by which we can, retain the free British insti-
uestion 8s has been taken by the opponents of tutions which it is our pride and happiness to
pion in Parliament, that these colonies are a possess—but it opens un to these countries an
burthen to the moth-r country. The great ob. avenue to prospetity suci ds was never offered to
jection, in fact, which it has urged against this any people before. Therefore I say this mea-
scheme is, that instead of dissevering th- con- sure ,of Union instead of increasing the
nection, Union -has. bom_lq -us for evertothe burthens of these people is effected upon terms
~Crown, and that the British- Government are which are going to continue us under the sgisof
committed to the guarantee for the con- Great Britain—to preserve to us her free instita-
struction’ of the- Intercolonial Railway. tions, to give us the largest amount of proaperity ;

_ Reference has beea made to thedefenceless po- all this, t00; with an immunity from burthens _
sition of Canada. ~Now I have always regarded that might well make us the ervy of the world.”
—and I am glad to find that every man vyio has  Look seross the borders, and what do you see
bad an opportunity of studying the question has’ the allies of our opponents doing? We see the
coincided with me—it would be ,utterév m- Governor of Maine in his annual message de-
possible to retain Nova Seotia unless Canada claring his hostility to Confederation, and as-

~and New Brunswick wereretained. - New Bruns- serting that the friends of the United States in
wick is esgeclally defezceless, and if that pro- these provinces were doing their utmost to pre~
vince and Canada should fall into the possession vent the consummation of that scheme. Is there

- of a foreign power there»is no British statesman a man in this eountry who can be so blind asnot.
who will undertake to say that the security of this 1o see what that means? .Can anyone fail -to seg
province could be maintained. Therefore this. the opinion the sagacions statesmen of the Unk- -

s 70t-a question- whether one province is more ted States entertain of the fature which is in
defenceless than another, but whether the combi- store for British America’ under the ‘scheme of
nation and the consolidation of the whole will Gonfederation.

not give increased security to-all. The gentle-
men who have been deputed to advocate the
views of the opponents of Union have placed on
record what 1suppose are the opinions of the
gentlemen they -represent. = The organ of the
—party 1ed by Mr. Howe was the first to propound
the principle that British subjects in this country
were bound to pay pound for pound for the de-
‘fence of the empire with cvery other portion ot
he British Empire. When the *Morning
Chronicle” was wrested from the hands eof its
former editor beeause he had become the friend
of British America Union, and the hon. mem-
bers for East'Halifax became its editor as well
83 proprietor, the first thing he did was to put on
record what their scheme was for the defenee ot
thecountry, If the hon. member says Leave
well enough alone,” I will turn him to the re-
cord of the leader of the Anti-Union party. The*
hon. gentleman (Mr. Howe) has given in the
most . anthentie form - his opinion that the pro-
vince has in the present condition of affairs */ no
security for peace,”” A number of articles which

are now known to be written by Mr. Howe were -

published, in.the hon, member’s paper, aad in

‘The statestoen of that country
are bound to do all in their power to promaote
the stability of the institntions which they pos-.
sess, but 1 am not less able to draw my deduc-
tion from the course they are pursuing.. In the
report of the Parliament of Mgine, founded upon
that portion of the Governor’s -Address which
refers to Confederation, you .find a contrast
drawn between British Ameérica ond the United
States They tell you that the population of -
New Brunswick is increasing three times as
rapidly as that of Maine, and look with disfavor
upon a scheme which is going to increase the
prosperity of that province as well ag of all Bri~
tish America. They see- that this scheme will -
give an increase of power and influenceto these
provinces—will bring into them a large amount
of capital and wealth~~will enable them to enjoy
an unparalleled amount of prosperity, free from.
that heavy load of taxation which is now weigh-.
ing-down thepeople of the United States. ' It is.
for reasons like these that the statesmen of the.
United States look with & jealons eye upon the
establishment of institutions that ate going to

strengthen the connection that ,aow,binds us_to
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-the'parent state and-to. make us great and pow- which the Government: had virtually aban-
~erfal, - I'ask gentlemen opposite to weigh:care- doned. .. - Ll o
fally th opimions which Amorican stalcsmen ex- 6 4% 204 LAt Doy omaoial Seoretary
press inTespect to'this” ure of ' Confedera- T point‘t;)’ur. in iwhat;’ vespect the n :w', o gfed ﬁi
o P S N 9 g . . ration scheme is:an. improvement o1 . the. o
Mled- i pursuing s policy antagomistic_to the ,n6 ™ \ghy confine l;imgelt‘ to 3 bald declara-
edtablishment of institytions whicly are notonly_gion upon”a subject of such magnitude and
* going to mako us-progperous bu to placeus in a  deen interest to the people of this country? I
position that will excité the envy of one of the .join issue. with the hon. leadér of the Govein-

. greatest nations of the:world.  (Cheers.):- ..  ment on this point. I-contend that the terms
R R © ~ -obtained by the delegates, inctead of ‘being
. RVENING BESSION. bhetfer.mlgfg\r wor;e thgn zh&;e lc;mbodil;dain
The bouse resumed ‘at 7.30. . the. ‘resolutions. adopted at Quebec. - Under
 adiotrped” ] ' - the Quebec scheme our local legislature wonld

- The adjournéd debute was resumed. have had the right to-impose an export: du

Speech of Mr. Annand. on coal, from which a large revenue-might, if

Mr, ANNAND said —I' have been for it was thought proper, be ralsed and‘ a.ppﬁed
twenty-five years s member of the Legis ature to the looal wants of the country. That right
" —80 long a time that, though not very far ad- bas been taken away from us;and transferred
-vanced in .years I have become the father to the Governmentof Canada, whoare clothed
of the house, bns long as my experience has i with the power of taxing as they please one of

" been, I never until the-present occasien wit-- the most valuable.exports of the Province. It

nessed an evening session on the second day . is clear, then, that in respect to_our minerals,
of :our meeting.. But I take this to be-all ot a worse instead of better terms have been the
niece wish the.arbitrary proceedings by which result.of the neggtiations on the otlier side of
Confederation is-to-be forced mpon the people the water. Then there is the much discussed
of this Province—~time is not to be given for subject of the Intercolonial Railway, estima-~
doliberation and free . discussion, We have .ted to cost fcur millions of pounds sterliug,
.baen, told that ‘the season is advanced, and - which it wassaid would be guaranteed by the
that ‘the revenue laws will soon expire, but British Governmens if the Provinces consent-
certainly we had a righit fo expect that upon '.6d to unite in » Confederation. But, as:.I-un-

* " so'important a subject a8 changing the consti- derstand the present position of affairs, the

tution of the Proviace, at lenst a week’s de. Imperial authorities-will not venture to-ask
bate wounld have been allowed us without se- Parliament to gnarantee moze than three mil-
riously. iuterfering ‘with ‘the public bssiness. lions—a sum sufficient to carry the. road into
The revenue billa:last year were broaght down the midst of a howling wilderness, leaving it
on the 28th of March, 2nd we. could thérefore thers, and benefiiting no one.but those charged
have been allowad ten days for this question, with the expenditure of the iioney. But then
and still have left as much time as was deem- I will be told that the financial terms are bet-
ed necessary last year for arranging the tariff, ter—that much larger grants for local parpo-
The Provincial Secretary has said that he ses bave been secuved under the new arrange-
stood here last year as the .defender of the ment than the old one. The delegates will
“Quebec scheme—that be was & consistent de- say, “have we not procured $60,000 a year for

. fender of that scheme—but I was surprised to - defraying the expenses of your local govern-

hear him tell us that its terms were inferior to ment, over and above the §0 cents 2 head you
those which he and his colleagues at West- were to receive urder the;Qusebec.scheme;—
minster Palace Hotel have obtained .forus I and have we not:- also made an arrangement
was surprised at that statement, because after by which you will continue to receive your 80
3 calm. examination I have come tothe deli- ¢ents a head until your population is 400,000?”
berate conclusion that those terins are far Thisis quite true, but the concession will be
worse. Lot me remind the House of the re- -estimated at its true worth when I inform the
marks made by the gentleman who made over- house of the large increase; of revenue which
tares to the Governmsait to bring down areso- has taken place inthe Province since theadop-
lution for the appointment of delegates. He tion of&!she resolutions of the Quebec Confer-
8aid he rose to ¢ondemn the Quebec scheme ence. Theve were framed in 1864, and. the fi-
~—that he desired tosee it destroyed, and a bet- nancial arrangement which was to give us 80
ter one framed. Another geutleman, repre- cents a head was based upon the revenues of
senting a distant constituency, made similar 1863. Since that time our customs revenues
observations, expressing bis pleasure that the alone has—increassed $351,822—cousiderably
Government had abandoned the measure more than the annual subsidy; and yet we are
adopted at the Quehec Conference. But what expected-to be thankful when we are pro-
do we find in the English press, and thé speech mised an additional $60,000 a year—about one-
of Mr, Adderly in the House of Commons? third of the increase of the revenue for a sin-
Thaat the bill introduced by the Earl of Oarnar- gle year, 1866, under our present low tariff,—
- vom, at the ingtance of the Delegzates,in in'sub- The terms may seem better, but/are they such
stance the Qnebsc schsme. Whom then, are as we wers entitled to receive—such terms, as
we - to” credit, the hon. Provincial Secretary, with a full knowledgs of the facts, the dele-
or the Under Srcretary for the Colonies?: And  gates were bound to secure for the people they
then we have the bill, which speaks for itself. professed to represent? $60,000 & year; what
The delegates were charged under the yesolu- - is it? By a single enactment the general gov-

tion of, thia house to arrange a scheme of union ernment could levy a larger export daty on’

with the Imperial Government which would coal every year. The increased taxes from
effsetually ensure just provision for the rights the advalorem duties alone of a Canadian ta-
and interests of this Province—far better terms riff, 50. per cent above ours, will add nearly

than those embodied in the Quebes sohqme, $300,000 a yearto ourtaxation. Talkof taxes!

P
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Qur people are for the firgt time in their lives
about to realize what taxation is under this
precious scheme of confederation. - ©o
A great mistake was made in seekibg to
change the inatitutions of these Provinces, un-
der which they have all grown to be free, hap-
py._and prosperous. They would nct leave
well enough alone,—and they must take the
consequences of their folly in seeking to esta-
blish & new nation, which can only exist upon

.the forbearance of a powerful and exacting

neighber. We are told that the country s
famillar with the question. Yes, with the
question in the abstract. It has been discuss-
ed here from time to time. some favoringa
Legislative and others a Federal Union, but
no one having a clear and definite. view of the
subject. Mr, Fowe, who I heartily wish was
here to defend himself, has been charged with
being the originatorof Confederation. I deny
the truth of that asgertion, and challenge an in-

vestigation of that gentleman’s- speeches and :

writings for.a single instance in which he ad-

" .vocated such a scheme as that now pressed

upon our acceptacce. My friend has written
and said much on the subject of Union; he bas
-discussed the snbjectin its various phases,
but be raised objections to them. all-—to a Le-
gislative Union, to a Federal Union, to union
with the United States—and only gave in his
adhesion to the larper and more comprehen-
sive scheme kriown as tt e “Organization of the
Empire,” Mr. Sowe never favored any scheme
of Union that would bave destroyed she auro-
nomy of this Province, and certainly never
would have been'a party to any measure that
would have hauded over the revenues and re-
‘sources of Nova Scotia to Canada, or any other
couutry. The Provincial Secretary says that
he (Prov. Secy.) beld meetings in various

arts.of the country, where he Jectured upon .

nion: And if be did, what then? He does
not pretend -to say that be advocated a Con-
federation scheme like ' the present, but like

. Mr. Bowe, whom he appears to bave a# mania

for imitating, he was in favor of Union of some

- gort, without any very clear or definite views

upon the subject, But suppose Mr. Howe
had written ali his life long in favour of Union,
or even in favour of Confederation, what then?
‘We are here to decide for onrselves and for the
people of this country, and we are bound to
. examine and see whether it ia for their benefit
or not to reject this or Ry other measure, but,
abovs all, to claim their right to be ‘heard before
any change is made. T
The Pro 8ecy. referred to the suffrage ques-
tion, and told us the Jate Government intro-
duced a bill to disfranchise a large hody of
the electors. They did. But the difference
between that case and the preseut is: they did
not succeed in.passing the measure into law,
and going to the slectiors their action was con-
demned, &nd they paid the penalty. The pee-
ple returned a majority in favor of universal
suffrage—they rebuked the action of the late
Government, but what: chance have the elec-
tors. of reversing the Confederation policy
and bringing back their corstitution, when the

Bill before the Imperial Parliament becomes’

law? The hon. member knowsthat they bave
none, and that the cases are not parallel.
He has asked us to shew & precedent for the

. courae which we urge. It i8 not for him to.

ask that of us, but we demand of bim where
in. the history of the world any such attempt

- be set at rest.

has been made to deprive a ‘people of their.
government and institutions -against their
will--without even thé : Parliament being al-
lowed to review the measura, Such a policy
may be tried with impunity in a provinee like
Nova Scotia with its 350,000 people, but comld
it be safely trind fn the Oanadas with their
two and a half millions? Could it be tried in
England? “‘Sappose any ministry in the moth-
er country were to bring forwsrd ‘a measare
for the aunexation of the British Islands to
Austria or any other any other kingdom—
could it be done without: a revolution? We
are too weak to rebel if we had the disposi-
tion, but it is a fair prinociple that what conld
not be dome oonstitwionally in Eogland
should not be dove here, It is said thatthe
resolution of 1861 introdaced . by Mr. Howe
committed the late Government and every
member of the house to the snpport of Union..
That resolution merely declared that the sub-
ject of union had been frequently discussed,
and that the time had come: when it should
That ‘resolution speaks for
itself—it' bound no -gentleman to support

‘any particular form of union, or union at

all; much less a scheme prepared three years

‘afterwards at Quebec containing provisions

which no one could have dreamed of 'in 1861.
That resolution léd fo a conferencein 1862at
at which werd present delegates from Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick, and the whole
Executive Council of Canada. - Iwas one of
the delegates, and was present when the ques~
tion ot colonial union wag discussed. And what
was the decigion? This Houee had asked that
the question should be * setat rest® and the
answer they received was that it was premature
even to discuss the question The delegates
considered it premature to consider the subjeet
until the Intercolonial Railway -had been buils,
and free trade between the Provinces established.
That then ia the answer to the argument drawn
from the resolution of 1861 which, it should be
remembered, was not even débated -in -this
House. The Prov. Sec. spent nearly an hour
in enlarging upon the rights abd powers of;

Parliament, No one disputes the power ’
Parliament.—what we were discussing is not
the power, but the sound and "wise exercise of
that power by a body elected tor very different
purposes—elected to carry on the- business of

- 'the country under the existing constitution.

‘We are told by high authority that Parliament
can do anything but make a man a woman, and
whi'e we may admit th t it mights be :ight on
the part of the Imperial Parliament to override
the constitation of a Colopy were a great State
necessity to arise, we have no right under the-
limited powers which we possess to transfertoa
body of men assembled on the other side of the
water our legislative fanctions. This fdet
must be borne in mind; that' this measure is .

. not the result of the action of the Parliament

of the country ; the QQuebec scheme and the
bill before the Imperial Parliament have never
been before us, and I deny the right of any
body of delegates, however appointed, to make
laws for us. We are told that there never was
such .ap attempt to violate the principles of
Responsible Government as was 'manifested by
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- people.

" tions to the Queen:are in a different position ;

Lo, g

the minority in this houee endeavoring to
counteract the action of last winter by which
the delegates were clothed with power to pre-
pare a scheme. My idea o° Responsible Go-
vernment fis that the Administrat on shall be

. carried on according to the well understood

wishes of the people, and I hold that the gen-

a8 they proposed to make; that they were ar
bitrarily seeking to change the Constitution
contrary to ‘the well known sentiments of the
The Prov Secretary’ calls upon us to
show him an example in the history of the
world where & statesman was idiotic enough to
dissolve the house when he bad a majority at
his back. We do not ask a dissolution. Let
the duration of ihe house run down, and the
question come before the pedple in its natural
course. ‘But was not Mr. Tilley, who had

" such a majority, * idiotic” enough to dissolve

the house in New Brunswick? Weall know that
he did, and the consequence was that he and
his Government wer defeted at the polls His
was the manly course, for which he fairlv earn-
ed the respect of the people of that Province.

' This-may pot be a very inviting precedent, but
- that is the answer I give to the honorable gen-

tleman. If there can be any doubt about the
force of this precedent, I will give another: It
was-asked in the Canadian Parliament whether
Confederation should not be placed before the
country, and Mr Brown, the President of the
Council, said that if there could be any doubt
about the feelings of the people, then, decidedly,

" the quéstion should be referred to them.

" One reason why this Union is to be forced
upon us may be gathered from a conversation

. betwgen two Cansdian gentl men who were
-present on the opening'of the present Session.

When that part of the Lieutenant Governor’s
Speech was resd which referred to the large in-
crease of our revenue, one remarked to the orther
“ Good forus ?” Ttis “ good forvs,” says Cana~
da, to get thege Maritime Provinces, with their
surplus revenues, with unlimited power to tax
them as we wish. The Provincial Secretary
asked why the pefitions of the people agamst
Confederation-had not been forwarded through
the Lieutenant Governor I will tell him. In
the first place, thése petitions were addressed -
to the House of Commons, The Proviocial

~ Secretary made & complaint of their not being

sent through him, but I was not aware before
that it was customary to send such petitions
‘through the Secretary of the Colony. eti-

but the hon' genleman is incorrect in inti-
mating that he never esaw the petitions, for.
one of them ‘was forwarded to the Lieutepant

. 'Governor, and there were other proceedings

that passed through his office to which he
has ‘not referred. There were petitions and
addresses from eight counties. There were
addresses asking the members from six coun-
ties to resign their seats, because they voted

* for.Confederation; and let me sav that if such

proceedings had taken place ‘in Englend—pro-

ceedings affecting the entire masjority in the
House ot Commons, no ministry dare attempt
to resist such an appeal. ‘The hon: gentleman
spoke about the subject being familiar with
promiuvent men in England; .let me: ask how

many members of the houses of Lords and Com-

mons read “ The case of the Maritime Provin-

“ tlemen who crossed the sea as delegates knew—ces,” a8 put before them by the People’s Dele-
* that the people were opposed to any such change

gates? Iuse the term *“ People’s Delegates®’ be-
cauge we did represent the people; for though

a tyrapnical mejority may rob us of our consti-

tution, yet there is an. overwhelming .msjority
behind us who -denounce the arbitrary manner
in which the measure was pressed.

"What where the facts in connesgtion with the
Confederation Bill? A more m%}ent proceede

ing never took place, even in thig' house than

wae witnessed in the Honse of Lords on the -

third - reading of that bill. When delay was
urged by one peer, although the house had beeén
comuparatively. full at the commencement of his
speech, there were but nine members on the
benches when he ceased speaking.. That is an
illustration of the. wicked indifference to the
wishes and interests of the people of this Pro-~
vince which has prevailed throughout. My
hon and learned friend from Guysboro® very
justly .said, this- afternoon, that more interest
would have been excited by a bill imposing a
tax on dogs than by a neasure involving the fa—

ture welfare of these British North American.

Colonies. I was in England for some t'me, and
therefore- have had a pretty good opportunity
of guaging the public mind and I know that the
recent yacht race across-the Atlantic, at which
everybody laughed on this side of the water, ex-
cited the greatest attention in England, and pro-
duced articles in the press which were nauseat~
ing to read, . while the ablest writers of the day
were unable to interest the publicin a measure
sffecting the intereats and welfare of these loyal
Provinces, and .ipvolving perbaps their separ-
ation from tbe mother country. What took
place’ in the House of Commons? The bill was
sent down one day, and for the firgt time_in the

‘history of that house, ‘it was read a second time.
Before the papers illuss .

on the following day.
rating the subject had bee n presented—before
our “case was printed—the indecent spectacle
was witnessed of the bill being burried through
a second reading. I give that has a reason why
the petitiong were not laid before the house.
The - bill wae brought down, as it were, yester-
day,'snd before they could be presen‘ed on the
following day, itwas read a second time. -

1 can faucy I understand the inflaences that -

were brought to bear upon some members of
Parliament, among whom was the late Under~
Secretary . of State for the Colonies There
was evidently a feeling that it was necessary
to smuggle the measure through. But ‘al-
though there was hot haste as to. the
second reading, time was, afterwards given
for consideration, and 'I am not without hope
that there may yet be manly spirit enough to

send the scheme back to the people of Nova '~

Scotia - That second reading was carried - by
declarations that we had no grievance at all,

£y



- that’ thé subject had been be(nré the ‘people at

" And what does the act.'itself say?

‘i .the
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the last general election, that the opposition

* was factious and did not represent.popular opin-

jon. One very significant fact hasalready trans-
pired; lastyear it waw said that the Queen desir-
ed Confederation—~that the Secretary. for.the
Colonies, the Parliament, press; and -people of

““Epgland all desired it, but now, when therespon-

sibility: is tbrown-on-the_British Cabinet, what
" do they eay? Her Majesty says-thatthe bill has
‘been
the delegates from the various - provinces.
It says it
isintroduced because the delegates desire the
measure. Her Majesty’s  Ministers, fearing

.- thattrouble may come—that the new nationality

may come to grief—shake themselves clear ot

* the responsibility, and can hereafter point to the
' bill and say—* This is no measure of ovrs; we

merely gave the force of law to the enactment,

- - which you desired.” 1 wasamused tohear the
- Provincial Secretary say-that the frignds of union
- - were sustained by the friendsof British connec-

tion in England. I have had opportunities un-

.- gurpassed by any Colonist of ascertaining the
. " feelings of gentlemen ¢onnected with the press

and here declare that
leading  opipion = of - the - governing
- classes of Ingland is, that these colonies
ghould be made into an independent nation,

of England,

"‘and they would gladly have separated Cana-

da from the Maritime Provinces, but- they

“ felt that a matitivie frontage was essential for

her existence. The opinion, I repeat, of the
- feiends of Confederation is that we should' be
" united, and put in such a F)paition that by a
single stroke of the pen we 'may  be separated
‘from the parent state. Examine that bill and
you will find that the only link of connec-
_tion which it will, leave ‘us is the Governor
“General wto is to receive out of our revenues
a salary of $50,000 2 year. Do you suppose
that when we are charged with our foreign
relations; as was intimated by Mr. Adderly,
when- we have ourown army to maintain, for
"the troops are evidently to be withdrawn un-
less we are prepared to pay them, when
the appointment of the Governor General by
the Crown is the only connecting link, can it be
‘supposed that it will be ‘Tong before we have our
President? You cannot engraft this mongrel
. gystem ppon monarchical institutions,—when
* you change you mustbecome a Republic, and
the game played by the Amer.can Gov.
ernment in Mexico will be played over
agsin here. - I look  upon this scheme ag
the first step towards a separation from
the Mother Country, and I prophecy that ten
years -will not pass before this new natiopality
‘will driftinto the United States.. Look how

- easily the thing can be done—justas easily asthe.

Confederation scheme 'was accomplished.—
Several ‘gentlemen were appointed, at the in-
atance » of " this, ‘house, to attend a:conference
. in. Prince. Edward Island. to mature a scheme
for the. union of the Maritime Provinces.

. The Canadians came down and spirited them

to Quebec’ where, for reasons best known to
themselves, they all agreed to go in wfor the

repared in conformity with the wishes—of -
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larger union.  They. afterwards by some
means succeeded in secaring the assent of
Now Bruagwick and of this house, though
not of the people, and they.are now about to
consummate it. Can it be supposed that the
Americans will not imitate an.example which
has .been so successtul, snd that by the
exercise of that acute -diplomacy- for which
they are famous, and by the expenditure: of
money, when it is' required, sweep the whole
concern into the American Union?. The Cans-

dians are-just_the men, and the. Confederate ~ -

Government will bé just-the. place to try. such
an experiment. . T
I have ever felt that the moment we cea-
ged to be separate-provinces, and came un-
der the dominion of Canada,: her fate must
be our fate, and we must be dragged wher-
ever shemight be pleased to carry us. Many
leading men in England entertain that opi-
nion strongly, and tell us that it would be
our advantage to join the American Union
There is anotherreason given why weshould
confederate and be got rid of, and. it has
force from an English point of view. It is
said in England, “ as long as we maintain
these colomnies, particularly Canada; with its
long and defenceless frontier, so long must
we have a running sore ; but if we were rid
of them, we woulﬁ talk to the Americans in
a different style ; we would not submit to
insult and indignity which we are now
obliged to do from day to day.” But we
are {old that the friends of British.connec-
tion are the friends of union: What, for ex-
ample, says the Times? In a.recent num-
ber that great organ of public. opinion
wished Confederation God-speed, and trust-
ed it would soon eventuate in the independ-
ence of these colonies. But those support-
ing our opinions took a larger and more -

.statesmanlike view ; they held that when

England loses the Maritime Provinces she
pegins to go down in the scale of nations—

‘that when we are gone, with our 60,000 sea-

men, our mercantile marine, our noble har-
bours and fisheries, and our inexhaustible
coal fields, then  America becomes the first
naval power in the world, and England
must stand second on' the list. I share in
these opinions; and it is because I see in
Confederation the beginning of England’s
decline and fall, that T have been heartily
opposed to.the measure. It has been said
that the people’s delegates in England ma-
nifested: great contempt for responsible. go-
vernment. Sir, I hold that those who have
had entrusted to them the petitions of well
nigh 40,000 of the people—equal to about

‘two-thirds of our adult male population—

that they are not unauthorized men, and
that they occupy a prouder. position than
the gentlemen sent by the Government, but
not representing the opinions of the coun-



.

Lot ]

" try.. There are members sitting here who
know that they are here' contrary to the
wishes of ‘their constitients—who have
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of the people to remain forever connected

with England, to equally share her dan-
mers and gloties,—I said-we would like to

been requested to resign their seats, and be treated ad a-county -of Englend, as Kent'

who, if they “had thé spirit of English-
men, would not for a day occupy their.
present positions. We were so far authoriz:
ed as to be recognized as duly accredited de-
legatesat the Colonial Office, where we were
treatedwith deferenceandrespect. Mr. Bright
on this subject holds the language of -every
Englishman 1 ever met, he says, ¢ give the
eople of these Colonies the right to speak,
et them:decide their own-fature, let them,
_if they please, confederate, join the Ame-

" rican”States, or reémain s .theyare in con-

‘nection with this country.” Then we are
told.that . thesintellizence of "the- country
was in favour of Union. T should like the
Prov. Secy. to tell us how he arrives at that
conclusions. When at the last General Elec-
tion his. party' were returned with a Jarge ma-
jority, he boasted that there was a large and
enliglitened public.gpinion in the country;
but ‘when he looks around the benehes' of
_ this" house and knows. that not one of
its members’ dare face-a constituency,
I ask him how he can make  the
statement that the intelligence'of the coun--
. try is in favor of this measure * T'have been,
‘taunted - with saying that Nova Scotians
should pay pound for pound with the Cana-
dians towards-the common defence., I be-

or Surrey, sending members to“the Britigh "
Parlianiént, and what was the reply: ¢ Well-
your séntiments do you honout, but we can-
hot reciprocate them ; we care liitle or no-
thing -about yqu.” We have been. asked
for a precedent for the conrse, that we urge,
and Iin return-have.asked gentlemen oppo-
site to show us-a precedent for their action.
It is an unfortunaté precedent that I ean
oint to for their conduct—that of"legis-
ating Ireland into the Upion contréty
to the sentiments of th® people.  But
ever forthat measure 3 majority of the Irish
Parliament ‘was obtained,~—by what means
we know. . By what means the majoritiwas ‘
obtained in this Legislature we do not know.
now, but there the majority-was secured by
corruption most’ foul, ‘and history is filled
with the record of the misfortunes that have
grown ‘out ‘of that forced union. Is it not
lain that if this union he forced on us you
will make Nova Scotia a second Treland on
this side of the Atlantic, but so near the-
United Statés that only a few. miles.of wa- -
ter separate us?. By adhering to a policy. of
coercion you.are breaking the loyal hearts
of the people:of. this country. Iris notiyet
100-late to refer the scheme to our constitu~
ents, and if we ‘can get their consent I -

lieve that the time has come when our peo- pledge myself to never again lift up my -

ple cannot escape paying areasonable con-
tribution, and the question has come to this:
shall we pay to the mother country, which
with'all her armaments of war is able to de-
fend us, or to a new nationality without an
armyjor,a navy,or the means to create either?
" Oron the other hand shall we pay to the
- United: States? * 'We must pay such reason-

Yoice in opposition to it, but will'use every
effort to make, the measure work well. ' If,
however, the people are. forced into -the
union, I'do not hesitate. to: say that- I.will.
dedicate the remaining years of my life, be

they many or_few. to endeavor torepeala .

union so - hateful ‘and obnoxious. Iam.an
Englishman in-spirit,if not by birth ; -1 love

.able sumfor our defence as we can afford, ‘the institations of England, but if I am de.

and I ask if there is any doubt that Eng-
land would grant us by far the most favoura-
bleterms. Iassert boldly that these Maritime
Provinces must belong to a great maritime:
power—the first in the world, if they are
allowed—and if'not to the second, they can-

not and will not he governed by Canada. -
Our posttion forbids that we should be gov- -

erned by a people living in the Canadian
backwoods. - We must, therefore, belong
either to the mother country or to the Uui-
ted States, and if we- are once separated
trom England there is mno. question about
" our final destination. And while on this

\point 1 may remark that in Great Britain [

ericountered highly intelligent gentlemen
to whom I spoke of the strong feel-
ing of loyalty and attachment which pre-
vails among us, and the eamnest .desire

tish subject,—then all

prived.of themi and of ‘my libeérties asa Bri"
can say is, that by
every constilitional means, I'will endeavor
to overthrow @nd, destroy a ‘union, brought
about by corrupt and arbitrary'\ugeans.
Speegh of Hon. Financial Secretary, |
Hon: JamEs MAcDONALD said:i— Tt was net,
my intention to address the House this- evening. -
but as no gentleman . appears ready to. speak
just now: I shall endeavor to compress the few™.
observations I have to make in a3 brief a'com-
ags as possible. I did certainly expect, and the
louse had a right to expect, "that when' gentle-
men claiming to possess the sympathy of .a large’
number of the people challenged the action of an
overwhelming majority of -the ‘representatives of
the people assembled in their deliberative capaci-
ty; on a great and important constitutional ques-
tion they would have been prepared to adduce

~
-



; have thought proper to
ursue. Especially had we a right to expeet this
om a §antleman who is ileading member of

the legal profession, who has :

position in this Heuse, and w

cupy the position of leader of the Qpposition on

this greas question, The hon. member for Guys-
boro’, the mover of this resolution, has
ed the constitutionality of the action

House in'dealing with this question. That branch

of the subject has been so fully and ably dealtwi

by thehon. Prov. Secretary, that it is unnecessa=

appears to oc-.

ry for me to rofer to it at-an length; but I must ;

recall to the recollection of hon. gentlemen that,
durmf the debate of last year on the Union ques=
tion, I took the liberty oflaying before the House
and country certain authorities which, Iclaimed,
proved conclusively the right of the Legislature

to deliberate and finally * decide wpon this or’

any other measure which in their judg-
ment affected the right or interests of the
people.  On that oceasion I challenged the hon.
member and tnose holding similar views, to bring
forward a single authority from the whole con-
stitutional hl_StOl‘% of England or of any other
country enjoying

of the proceeding which they wish to pursue.

Now, these gentlemen have had a whole year to

search for these authorities—~a whole year during
which this question has been engaging thé at-
tention of the ablest minds of the Empire—but

they have not been able this session any more
than they were at the last, to do more than deal

in the vaguest generalities and to substitute for
argument and authority empty .assertions and
worthless declamation. It was notrespec ful on
the part of the hon. member for Guysboro’, to
the members ‘of this Legislature, it did ‘not com-
port with his own character and self-respect that
he should fail to bring forward asingle authority
in support of his position, and that he should
‘have felt himself justified in being content to
give us-only the opinjon of a gentleman whom I
am not disposed to deal harshly with—but still
only the:opinion of merely 4 colonial lawyer
%ainst the opinions of the other lawyers in this
ousesustdined and supported as those opinions
are by the leading statesmen and lawyers of the
whole Empire; that is to say, the opinion of ' Mr.
Stewart Campbell against that of the ablest and
* best authorities in the Empire at large. That
hon. member had the audacity, then, infliienced
by an arrogant opinion of his own standing in
this country not only to oppose every authority

which has been produced, but tells you, asks this-

House to believe that the leading minds: of the
Empire, the Peers and Commonersof England—
men who control the destinies of the greatest
Empire in the world—~who have passed .trium-

phantly through the storms.and passions. of.

parties, and of popular excitenient—men who at
this moment when the country is violently agitat-
ed bya widespread movement' for Reform, re-
fuse to bo actuated by impulse. of mere party
aims—that men like these are not entitled to the
respect and ‘confidence of the House and coun-
try ona question like this. 'Withount condescend-
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t in'the highest’

-cord, from Engli

ritish constitutions in favour:

ing to produce one singlo sentence of - law or au-

take
opinion of the
and of the parent state besides,

est minds of British America,

thorit{,. he agks the people of this province to -
is unsupﬁorted word against the united *

I did expect that after the able and argumen- '

tative address of the Provincial Secretary we
would have seen an effort made by gentlemen

opposite to comibat the position he has taken, but _

"it i3 quite evident from the remarks of the hon.

member who last addressed you that there is no'
wish on the part of members opposite, to con-
vince the members of this House. Theéir game
excite, if it be possible,” & feeling of dread
dislike to this meéasure outside theye walls.

The amendment of the hon. and learned mem-.-

ysboro® raised only the constitutional
is question, but I am relieved from
the duty whi )
duce authority nfter authority, record after re-
‘constitutional history down
mey, for the -hon. member for

to the present time;
boldly, 1 admit the autho-

East Halifax says

rity of Parliament; it\las the right and the.

power to -deal with this qiestion ; I do not_deny
that the position we took lagt winter and that
taken by this amendment is enti i

‘tional ; but all Task you is, w) cther the exer-

8 judicious
¢ best au-
ysbore’

cise of that power at the present ti
ornot.” Who is right? Which is
thority 2 * I leave the hon. mémber for

I felt inciambent npbn me to pro-

and the hon, member for Halifax to ans er the -

question, and reconcile the respective positiens
they have taken.

We have to decide whether it is at the present.

moment judicious—whether under circumstances
which are transpiring in British America—whe-

ther in view of the.position of thesc colonies to-.

wards the mother country and- tho great power

on our border—we should accept the termsof

Union effered, or decline more intimate relations
with our colonial brethren ¢ The hon. member
for Halifax has answered himself. In a Parlia-
ment of Englishmen—of gentlemen who all pro-
fess to be devoted subjects . of their royal Queen,
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who entertain yespeet for those institutions which -

have placed England so largely in advance of
other countriés, the declarations of the hon. mem-
ber ought to suffice, -ought to be more tham
enough toofor the opinions of the mostundecided

‘and irrebolute. He has said, and said truly, that

we must belong - to the United 'States or to Eng-

land. If he means anything, he intends that for .

a declaiation of separation from England. He
has undertaken to tell you that so regardless are

English statesmen of the colonieg that they do°

not know what they are. He has told you that
the leading minds and governing classes of the
old country desire the separation of the colonies.
He has gone further and boldly declared that ra-
ther than assist onr brethren in Canada to build
up'a strong power on this side, which will éstab-

lish British institutions firmly on this continent, '

he is ready at.a moment to rushinto the arms of
the neighbouring Republic. - - That is not the first

oceasion in which the-hon. member for East Ha- -

lifax has taken a similar position. The policy of
that hon. member and of the majority of the men

¢ .
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associated with him,- down t6 the present time,
has been nsthing .more..than annexation to the
United States. I regret. I have not under my

hand - just now the manifesto of ‘tho ‘anti-Union ..

delegates to the statesmen of England—the case,
as they call it, of the Maritime Provinces—but

T would ask the people of this country, all who:
have seen that document, whether it does not.

contain sentiments most obnoxious to those
who desire to live under British Iaws and in-
" gtitutions, and direct. encouragement to these in
the United States, who are engaged in promot-
ing the annexation of these colonies. I have
said that this. hon. member is desirous of an-
nexing this country to the United States, and
. this is an assertion which nothing but the
strongest proof could justify, Let me then re
call to the recollection of the House some o

the productions of that hon, mémber’s pen—the-

position which he hds assumed from the very
commencement of the discus<ion on this ques-
. tion. What do we find in the paper conducted
by that hon. member? From tﬂ
this diseussion—from the “Botheration” arti-
cles 'down_to the present hour—the strongest
- declarations of the un-British and disloyal sen-
timents of the hon. member are to be found. In
the paper which the hon. member claims as pre-’
senting the case of: the people of this' country—
in this paper, purporting to be .a vindication of
. British' colony, the hon. member undertakes

to compare the scheme of Union with the sis-

ter colonies, and ‘the scheme of annexation to

the United States devised by Mr, Banks. 'Take.

" that document and compare the description of
the Confederation scheme—a description which
could only emanate from a man imbued with
hostility to the country which he pretends to
love—with the ‘description of a plan of Union
which he 1;:roposes‘ with the United States, - Mr.
Banks’ scheme is portrayed in the most flatter-
ing colours ; our colonial institutions are vilifi-
ed, while those of the United States are bespat-
tered with fulsome praise.. But to what does he
invite us 2 To pay a portion of .the enormous
taxation which now’ weighs down the United

tates—to participate’ in the political struggles

and convulsions of that country; we are to see.

out\mercantile marine, which is now progressing.
with g rapidity that no other country can equal,
transfexred to the United States.. .- And what
result-when that measure_is so trans-
¢ the present time ; according to the

belief of the\most eminent men of that country,

the mercantilé\marine of the United States is af,
\and it would not be at all sur-
_.commercial policy does not
hat country, to see dlmost all
their trade-eventuallycarried in foreign bottoms.

. Yet the hon. member and his friends would have’
_usenter a union which,\in.the course of a very

few years, bas ‘brought the formerly great com-
mercial navy of the Republi
condition. oL N
Let me here call the attention'of the House to
another interesting fact in. connevtion with this
uestion. The hon. gentleman complains of the
indifference of English statesmen to colonial mat-

e beginning of -

to so deplorable & & .
.7+ that the retention of the colonies was

Y

‘ters: When the bill of Union was introduced to
a very full House by the Earl of Carnarvon, in
-a manner that has attracted the praise of journals
of all parties, . a noble Lord arose to speak in
support of the anti-Union party. .And what was

".the ret_-,e];ltion he met with? Whilst the suppor-

ters- of the Government sat in their places,every
one of the friends of the noble Lord arose and

‘prove of the course pursued by him. Isitat
surprising that the Peers of England should have
been disgusted when they read the sentiments ex-
pressed by these Nova Scotians professing to be
the delegates of the people in favour of annex-
ation to the Unired States, and that they should
have declined to compromise themselves by seem- -
ing to_encourage 1heir views. When they saw: -
the disloyal'y that appeared in every line of that.
document, I'do not wonder that so many of the -
“Peers should have manifested their contempt for
those who wished to place them in a wrong posi-
tion, by rising and leaving the House on the in-
gtant. The hon. member tells you that the Par-
liamentof England exhibits the most utter indif-
ference to thein‘crests of the colonies. Yet the
same Parliament has always shown the-deepest
interest in the welfare and progress. of the’colon-
ies, and we have only to look at the speeches of ’
.the leading men in the Peers and Commons to
“gee how deeply desirous they are of promoting
the welfare and progress of overy section of their
great Colonial, Empire.

The hon: member says that the govern- -
ing classes of England desire the separation
‘'of the colonies from the mother - country.’ I
will take the liberty of joining issue direet-
ly with him on that ‘point. I believe that
tKe governing classes of Great Britain have
2 higher appreciation of what constitutes
the wealth and greatness of the Empire,
and I think the people of  this country will
require higher authority than'that of a dis-
appointed partizan for the assertion that the.
men ‘who have spent the blood and treasure
of the  Empire, for their colonial. posses-
sions, feel any disregard for their interests -
and the continiance of the connection.
But we have higher authority on this point. -
The debates in the Houses of Lords and’
Commioas are supposed to convey, in'-the
most' conclusive manner, the intelligent
public opinion of the country—-to dissemi~
nate through the world the clearest views
.and 'ideas of the public sentiment; and. eve-.
ry noble lord Who rose to speak on this bill
_vindicated not only the position taken by
the Legislature of Nova Scotia, but the. .

condifions upon which this Union is - to'be
effected, but ‘even  went further and
gave it as his deliberate opinion

essential to the best interests of the Bri-
tisti Empire. ‘Even a nobleman whom the
hon. member thought hermght fairly count
upon—a nobleman from whom he pérhaps

left the House—so thoroughly did they disa:.g-
all



fairly thought he might expect encourage~
meni'-ptold ‘him »f!rr:rfkly ‘hep coﬁ]d'notrz%s;
tain him because he believed the measure
of Union was essential to the best interests
of the’country, and the Maxquis of Norman-
by even went further and declared to thése
people’s delegates that his residence in this
country enabled him.to form. a pretty ac-
_curate estimate of the value of such peti-
" tions 38 those which the delegates pretend-
“ed. gave them authority to present them-
selves in England on behalf of the people
of Nova Scotia. / R
Mr. AxNAND-~1hope the hon. gentleman
has authority for what he is saying. -
- Mr. Macpoxarp—The hon member will
‘not deny that the Marquis of Normanby
was the friend of the government of which
he was the Financial Secretary. 1t ‘will be
remembered that. when the hon member
was a member of Lord Mulgrave’s Govern-
‘ment, some, 26,000 petitioners approached
that noble'lord as the governor of this pro-
vince, and the hon meémber took the liberty,
as the constitutional adviser of his Excellen- .
¢y, of putting on record the statement that
these petitions were not worthy of, ‘or enti-
tled to be shown, credit. Lord Mulgrave
took the advice of his government at that
_ time, and now naturally feels disinclined to
recede from the position he was advised to
take. “Gentlemen,” hesays now, “1hold
the same opinion. of these petitions that you
did when I was Governor. You appear to
have changed your opinions ; I have not.”
The Parliament of England was in session
for five or six weeks before the delegates
returned, and yet these anti-Union petitions
‘had never been presented. The hon mem-
ber rmust have been afraid to present them,
or the House of Commons would notreceive
" them. Let him tell us how this is.. If the
eople of Nova Scotia entrusted him as
eir "delegate with the petitions against
Union, and he has failed to present-
them, then he forfeited -the greatest trust
that was ever reposed in any man——
If he has done this great wrong to the,people who
entrusted him with so sacred a duty, hé-should
hide in humiliation and shame from an outraged
people. But let me call the attention-of the people
to amost extraordinary and curious fact. What
has become of the petitions which we have been
told were entrusted to Messrs. Howe and An-
nand? Who has scen them? Nobody in this
country certainly and as far-as we yet know no
onein England hashad that pleasure.

But I can acquit the hon. membet of blame
on one ground—he was not the delegate of the -
people of Neva Scotia. The people  repudiate .
the connection which the hon. member wishes to
fasten ‘upon them. The people are not only

the Queen, but they arc intelligént’
enough to appreciate the argmments by which.

’
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they are asked to change their condition. 1.
must protest in’their name against the' belief -
that they are ready to tear down-the Union Juck
and agsociate themselves. with the Republic.on"
their borders. (Applause.) Butwhat is the.duty -
of the peogle in the present.crisis? ‘What.will
the loyal Scotchmen, Irishmen, and Englishmen
of his countrydo? Are they ready to take the
extreme step urged by the hon. member for East'
Halifax to become. rebels and traitors because

-Mr. Annand is a disappointed partizan? I.ask.

the intelligent people: of this country to do this

—to act as honorable, sensible. men should do. on

every question—to consider it calmly and on its

merits. ‘I do notask them to take the views of
the politicians of Canada, of New Brunswick,

or of Nova Scotia; but I ask them, and it is fair

to ask them; to take the views of the Parliament

and people of England, the body of men who,"
for centuries, have ruled the destinies  of :the

world—who have worked out the free - institu-. .
tions of England in a manner that attracts the
admiration of other nations. I ask .the people

of this country it with the unanimous-opinions

of such abody in favour of this Union, they :are’
ready to attach any value to the sentiments .of
the hon. gentlemen oppesite. I do not. think -

that the intelligent people of this country are-
the men to reject the public opinion of England
at the dictation of gentlemen who have them-.
selves entertained viewsdirectly adverse to those

they entertain now. '

Let me advert for one moment to another po- -
sition taken by the hon. member. The House:
knows that early in the commencement of this
question a gentleman standing high in the esti--
mation of the hon. member—who has occupied a
prominent position in this country—offered a-
counter scheme of Union in lieu of that submit-
ted to this Legislature. That scheme has been
rejected as far as my observation goes by the
whole Anti-Union press up to the present hour.
T have heard of no epponent of Union who has
had-the hardihood to advocate the scheme for the -
organization of the Empire until the hon. mem.
ber did so to-night. He has had the boldness to
declare that this scheme is the one which he and
his party favor. ' He says hedoes not deny that
some political change in our condition is neces-
sary, and has expressed his readiness to adopt the
scheme propounded by Mr. Howe for -the or-
ganization of the Empire. By that scheme we
are to pay for the wars of the whole Empire.

He sayshe will make us pay pound for pound . -

with the other portions of the Smpire.
That same idea was enunciated some years -
ago by Mr. Howe, but I never heard of any
who was prepared to consider it seriously
until the hon. member to-night declared
that he would make Nova Scotia as Kent .
or Surrey or any other county of England. *
The objection to the Quebec scheme was
that our representation in the General -
Legislature was too insignificant, and that
we would have to pay for the defence of
Canada, that our burthens would .be much
heavier than they are now. Yet under the .

>
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plan propounded by Mr. . Howe our people
may be summoned at'any moment to Cana-
da, orany portion of the- world, wherever
Jer broad empire extends, 1o fight the bat-
tles of Englatid’; we shall be taxed pound for

pound with our fellow-subjects of the Bri-,

tish Islands—whilst we shall only have a

- representation of three or four men in the -

House . of Commons. Are the people of
-this country prepared to accept such a
scheme in preference to the one now offer-
ed for their ‘acceptance ? . L
In concliding these few impeifect re-
marks, I'may say-that perhaps I shall be
able to address the House on another occa-
sion when better prepared to deal with ‘it;
but I could not permit the remarks of the
hon. ‘member to pass without immediate
notice. . 1 shall only repeat what Isaid pre-
viously that before the hon. member can lay
claim to the favorable consideration of the
loyal people of this province, he should ex-

ittle for hif' allegiance and loyalty ‘to~ the
British Empire. . ‘ '

Mr.. AN}:I;;,:&ND:—-I desire to make an ex-
{»lananon;':-m replysto’ the hon., gentleman.

haverieyersadyocated annexation to the
United States, I advocate nothing but that
we'all remain as we ave, and maintain our
present institutions. As to the taunt about
my adhesion to the sclieme for the organiza-
tion"of ‘the Empire, I reply that T advocale
that scheme because it will make us English
How the hon. gentleman will reconcile his
imputation of disloyalty with my desire that
we should become as a county of England.
T will leave it to-his ingenuity to say.

Hon. ProvincisL SEcRETARY remarked
that the house would be expected to divide

* on the question on the following evening

Another opportunity would pe afforded for
discussion when the papers i reference to

’ ‘the delegation were brought down.

The debate was adjourned. :
. 'El;% house“adjourned to the following day
at 2. S .

. . .. TUESDAY, March 19. .

The House met.at 230 P.M. -

The ddjourned debate was resumed.

Speech of Mr, McLelai.,

Mr. MCLELAN said =~We are told that this
debate must be brought to a ciose this evening,
and for those who have opinions to express
the time is short, The Provincial Secretary
says this haste is imperative, in order that the
public business of the country may not be in-
terfered with. The exigencies of the country.
may now require this, but [ ask who produced
the circamstances requiring such hagty delibe-
rations and foreing us to decide so important &
question in 80 short a period? We in the ¢oun-
try were prepared months ago to cowe here

- the-Quebeoc scheme was just and sound

and discuss thia snubject and. to attend to the
ordinary business of the Legislature, but.to
suit the convenience of “certaiz
men, the mesting of the House has,been posts
poned to such a late period-as to raquire that
the most momentoua. question ever submitted
to Parliament should be passed over almost in
silence. For that reason we are told that we
must limit our remarks to this single point:—
the right of the peosle to be heard upon the
question, and to decide on it.for themselyes,
The Provincial Secretary told us yesterday.
that he_felt proud of the position which he
nccupled on . this question—that he felt proud
of the improvements in the bill which is soon
to.come befoxe us, a8 compared with the re-
solutions passed at Quebec. I ‘do not see in
thoe pnsition which he occupies anything-to
warrant such utterances. He told us last ses-
sion, as he has told us on: every mzc:;\,sioni thi?t

n its

hon, gentle-.

principles--that it gave to this Province ail it

had.a right to dempand; and the' hon.. gentle-

‘man’s colleagues in the delegation relterated
. the assertion, and they stated that. they were

prepared to push that soheme through, and to,

. e A . it t) io f 1
lain’ away''the sentiments which' say so- mako 1t the basia of & U ol o 1ot oaomics,

If-the bill gives us more tban that scheme,
then whatever it gives in additivn is.due to as
who opposed.the measure .from ite fnception

N

If the bill gives us five dolinrs more, the eredit .
is due to the stern opposition the Anti-Con- -

federates have given the question. The hon,
gentleman is in this position: he has told us-

‘that the Quebec scheme was just and sound,

and he has now come  back from England

- claiming to have got more than justice. If

theso statements be true, he must have done a
dishonest{hing to some other' people, from
whom he has taken more than he all along de-
clared was just; and surely that is not a posi-
tion to regard with pride. Turning to the only

point we are to be permitted,in the magnani- .

mity of the gentlemen opposite, to discuss—the
right of the people to be heard on the question
~I would first refer to the rtaunt made by.the
Financial Seerotary. He said we had brought
a oase here withous a precedent to supportus,
although we had & whole year to obtain such
precedents if they exiated. I tell .him that I
have had an abundauce of authorities for the
position I have taken—~gauthority which I have
not sought in the musty pages of Blackstone,
to which the hon gentleman last year referred
to sustain bis position.. I have been reading a
nobler page than Blackstone ever wrote—a
page which bears theimpress and.imprint of
God himself: I mean “ the human face divine.”
T have read the authority which sustains us
every day in the year in the faces of my fel-

~ low countrymen. Our authority is the look of
- intelligence on their countenances; I see that

in their faces which declares that tbey have
the souls aud the reasoning and reflecting

powers to.enable them to decide on a question

affecting them and their posterity as this does..
These men till the soil, engage in commerce

.and fisheries; they have, by their. labours and

enterprise given us, under the blessing of Pro-
vidence, all our prosperity, and I take them as
my authority. Fifty thousand of these men

are devoting their time and means to learn de--.

fence: ready to lay down their lives to protect
their country, their homes and their altars,
They have during the year paid into the Trea-

sury through the customs, excise and other de- -

*
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partments, nearly two millions of dollars of
their hard earnings, and I say the men who
thus in their persons and property ‘are to be
affected by thia mieasure are my authority for
saying that they should be allowed to decide
the queation, It is not only to the copies of
this authority that are alrendy abroad that X
oan refer, buf every reprint preparing for cir-
culation confirms that authority.” These men
are training children; they have sons who will
be either taught priociples and instilled with
feelings that will lead them to rally round the
old flag of Englapnd, or will lead them beneath
a foreign standard to attempt, perbaps, the hu-
miliation of Englahd. When I see that I feel
that my anthority for maintaining the rights
of the people is strong and conclusive, and
should be recognised as such by this Legisla-
ture. In order to meet the sophistry and des-
troy the ccbwebs which some gentlemen learn-
ed in the Iaw are disposed to weave about the
guestion, it is not necessary fo Jabor the argu-
ment. I care not how many precedents from
Blackstone is brought—I care not if they bring
old Blackstone himself from the grave—there
8 & principle ‘of common sense that’ would
trample them all under foot and proclaim that
this right belongs to the people. The very term
“regponsible government” tells us that the peo-
ple should deside the guestion. Responsible to
whom? Pass the bill and your responsibility
is at an end. - QOur system of Government
implies' that you have either had the sanction
of the people or intend to return to them for
ratification. This bill does not contemplate
that yon shounld do that, for the very Aect
desiroys the.constitution, and is contrary to
the term — Responsibie Government. The
gentlemen who have spoken on the other side
affect to treat lightly the opinion of the
people,—but. who gave us all our positions?
. 'Who sent us here bat the people? It is but a
fow years since they and all of ns were por-

tions of the people, and now forsooth, because -

they are placed in power beyond the control
of their constituents they presume to ignore
~ the rights of those who sent them here, and
to destroy the hand that lifted tham to posi-
tions of honmor. I can 8carcely restrain my
feeling within reasonable bounds when I see
the deiermination of gentlemen opposite to
ignore the feelings and rights of the veople on
this question. We ate told that the country
has not been takeu by surprige—thas this is no
new question, but I yaintain that it is an en-

tire surprise. It is true’that for many years:

the subject of & union of British Awerica has
been from time to time discussed, but we all
know that these discussions were considered
more theoretical than practical, and not the
" least importance was attached to them as being
likely to affect the country. . :
Reference has been made to the action of the
Legislature in 1861, . when Mr, Howe, whose

. name has been so frequently mentioned in this -

- discussion, moved a resolution declaring that
the subjactof Union had been from time to
time considered, and that as serious obatacles
existed, which could only be removed by
conrultation of the leading men of all the Co-
lonies, o delegation should he appointed with
the view of setting the question at rest. That
delegation mef, and it resulted in no_action
being taken by this Legislature or by the peo-
ple. The delegates no doubt found it impossi-
ble to reconcile the couflicting interests.exist-

ing among the Province, and they made this
report, setting it, as a public question, as was
believed, at rest. It may be sald that Canada
was not anxious_for Union at that period,—
but in 1858 they bad asked for it by a des-
patch signed by Messrs Cartier and. Gals,
men who were prominent in the Quebes Con- -
ferance, 'That despatch declared that the
harmonious working of their constitntion had
been rendered almost an impossibility, and
.asking for a Federative Union of the Provin-
ces of British North America on “grounds pe-
culiar to Canada.” .

In 1858, then, you had Canadian ministers
expressing a desire for union, and declaring,
through a public despatch that the administra-
tion of government had been almost an impos-
sibility in Canada; and when Mr. Howe went
in 1861 to sot the question at rest, the desire
existed on the part of Qanada to overcome tha
difficnlties of their system, and to unite with
us., 'Why, then, this heing the case, was no§
the Union accomplished? The language of

-the resolution is, “by mutual counsultation,”
implying that there should be mutual conces-
sion; and perhaps the main reason why a ba- .
"sis‘of union was not then arranged was that .
the Oanadians were unwilling to make guch
concessions as Mr. Howe, in a due regard for
the interests of Nova Scotia, believed should
be made before we went into any Union —
_And let me ask here what concessions
they have made in the scheme under -
consideration? It is impossible for the de-
legates to lay their finger on a single fea-
ture in this scheme and say, there i8 some-
-thing that has been econceded to us by Canada
as a compensation for the great loss we shall
sustain in going into this Union. Then I say
that in 1863, when the elections took place, the
question, as a pablic question, had’ been set at
rest, and did not come under consideration at
the bustings. Take the speech of the Provin-
cial Secretary in 1864, when he introduced the
resolution for a Maritime Union, and you will
find that the idea of a Confederation with Oa-
nada, whatever he may have said about it in
his lecture at 8t. John, was not entertained by
him a8 being likely to yield any practical re-
sult. He says in that speech:— )

“ The proposal which was made and advooa
with such singular ability by my hon. friend the
leader of 1he Government several vears ago in this
Legislature was for a Legislative Union ot the whole
British American Provinces. On that oceasion the
whole subject of 2*Unlon of the Colonies waseo fully
and ably discussed by the leading minds.of both sides
of the Legislature as to render it unnecessary that
any grext amount of attention or time should be oo-
oupied in going over the grounds which have been go

ably detailed. But difficulties have beeu fournd--gnd——

1 raay say ineuperable diffioulties—in grapplisg with
that which 80 many. of the ablest minds in this coun~
try have advocated*i#” connection with this snhject.
The union of the Maritime Provinces with Canada
has hitherto pr ted insur) table obstaok

«] beligve that to be a question which far tranccends
in its difficnlties the power of any human advocacy
{o accomplish.” - N

In 1864, when this gentlemaan was on the
delegation, he declared to tha people of Cana-
da that the people of this. Province were un-
informed on this guestion. That was a year
after the elections bad taken place. This was
his language as found in that report of his
speech published by Mr. Whelen, of P. E. Is-
land, on page 67 :— [
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“Uninformed as the public mind in the Lower Pro.
vinoas waa on thia quistion, the vistt and the state.
ments made by the gantleman connented with the
Government of Canada’havé aroused attention to it,”-

Here, then, we have the ackaowledgment
made, after the elec ion of this House, that the
public mind was not awake to it,—not even
when this question was about to assume a
practical shape; and-yet we are now told that
the country was not taken by surprise, and in"
the House of Commons that the subject was
discussed at-every polling booth.

The Prov. Sec , however, claims that the in-
telligent sentiment of the country is with him;
—if that be true the hon gentleman’s course ia

‘simple and plain,—what objection can he bave

to presenting this question to the perople and
saying, “will you who are to be affected for
weal or woe by this measure accept it?”* The
answar he pives is that party feeling is so
high that a fair decision cannot be obtained at
the polls, but he has the proof that party feel-
ing will not interfere when he has seen gentle-

‘men from bis own side of the Mouse rallying

into opposition, and leading gentlemen formerly
opposed to him in politics forgetting the ties of
party and going to his support. This is the best
proof that the question overrides party feeling,
and that feeling will not interfere with its just
consideration at.the polls. Thequestion has as-
sumed such importance that uo man should al-
low partyspirit tointluence his conduct in oppo-
gition to his just convictions. I for oue honsestly

. believe the measure to be wrong, and Lwill co-

operate with any man holding this opinion and
willing to oppose the acheme fronm beginning
to end. This, I'claim, is the only qnastion be-
fore the country,—all'other parties and all other
quentions are for the time heing set completely
aside, and the only plank in the platform nfthe
party with which I wish to co-operate is the
determipation to stop or repeal the measure.
Men,to whatever side they may belong, may
express various opinions about the jpresent
state and proposed organization of the empire,
but the only principle which I can recognize
ig that this thing must be stopped. Because a
leading man connected with the Province has
chosen to write an article on the state of the em-
pire, the Prov. Sec. has undertaken to say that
i8 our platform, and that we arebound to stand
or fall by it—that we are bound to present
something in opposition to-the scheme which

* they have submitted. But I tell him we pos-

sessed a satisfactory system-of government
before this vpch(:‘ime was brought herl(:. (])‘_.er. me
now say & ward or two respecting the Organi-_
zation of the Empire, JLbas—been’ﬁﬁTfﬁd

i again.stated-and ackiiowledged that the weak-

est portion of the British Empireis B. N. Ame-
rica, and we, placed alongside so powerful
a neighbour see and feel the trath of the atate-
menf., When last night this subject was
touched, my imagination pictured the hor-
rors of a war between England and America
with Nova Scotia for the battle_ground as it
‘would be. The picture presented I cannot find
language to deseribe, nor can the most vivid
imagination truly ‘paiot the desolation which.

.would come upon us should the demon of war

drive his horrid plougbshares over this fair
Province. The very graves of our fathers

- would be uprooted and their cherished dust

scattered to the winds. Every man sees and

. feels, moreover, that the chances of war with
us are greatly increassd by our ronuection

o

with the mother country. Yaet still if treated
a8 men, peraritted to enjoy legitimate rights,
the British feeling within us will lead us to
maintain at all hazards, our allegiance and
our connection with Old England, and to con- -
tribute our all; if it comes upon us, to give new
triumchs to British arms and new lustre to
British fame.  Placed in this position—the
wenkaost of the Empire-—what does Mr. Howe
propose? Simply, to strengthen and protect
the weak point by bringing to our aid all the
might and power of two hundred and fifty
millions of British subjects; whiist .the dele-
gates’ would bring at most but thirty millions
1o the help of a people perhaps divided in sen-
timent, or as we verily believe leave us to the
protection of this new nationality alone. As
was said here last evening Nova Scotia must
belong to some great naval power. Wae are
so sitnated that a- gunboat can shell al-.
must any part of ourterritory, and not only .
the treasures of coal and minerasls we have
within call for protection, but our commerce
without; our ships on every sea demand it;
and yet this scheme which is being forced
wpon us will leave ue only to the protection
of Capada. What! leave us only un-
der the protection of Canada? What ab-
gurdity: ~Why, sir, it conld not protect one
of our potato shallops Put one in_ the har-
bour and bring to its protection the whole navy
of Canada, and there is bhardly a fifth rate
naval power in the worid but wonld consider
it a light tagsk to take pnssession of the boat
and perhaps pelt its defenders to death with
the cargo. And then as to the protection of
our fisheries against the Athericans—it is'sim-
ply preposterous. They could not protect a

-smoked herring in Digby, much less a live cod-

fish or a school of mackarel sporting alongour '
coast. And feeling the force of these facts
and the importance of our position, we are
told that in declining to form this counection
aund get up shop in vhis new concern in compa-
ny with Capada, we are disloyal; and all
through the story these gentlemen have been
preacbing to us about loyalty. They rightly
estimated, to & great extent, the feelings of the
country when they played upon that word.
They have from the outset lIabored to make us
believe that the méasure was forced on us by
the mother country in order that the feelings
of attachment and the desire to yield to the
wishes of the parent state might lead us tofav-
or the connection, and ' time and again we
have been accused of disloyalty in declining
to gointo this copartnership. Co

I may be here pardoned for referring to the
fact that the history of Canada has shown that
her people have not always paid due respect
to the British flag. No such charge, however,
could be made against our psople, and it would
seem, from the despatches which have been
made public during the discussion of thisqnes-
tion, that the statesmen of England felt a secu-
rity 8o long as we remained loyal and were
pnot tampered with hy the Canadians, It
seems that on the 27th of January, 1860,
the- Duke of Newecastle sent 2 'despateh

‘marked ‘confidential,” in which he com-

manded that no delegites should be senf
to confer with other "Provinces without per-
wmiission fron the Home;Government. or with-
out the oceasion of - their conference first being
atated to him. So far, tben, froin the British
Government forsing the uniont wvpon us, our

te
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Government were.obliged to obtain permis-
sion before these gentlemen could. go upon the
delegation, The Lieut, Governor says, in a
despatch dated the18th July :— .

“Jt seems proper that I ghould call your attention
to the despatch of the 27th Jauuaty, 1860, marked
‘confldential,’ addreased to my pradecessor by his
Graoe the Duke of Neweastie, “In that despateh hia
Grace, whilst apparently expressing no disapproval
of the discussion of such & question as that. which {s
now imminent, consludes with the following instrue-
tion: “Previous to rending delegates to Quebec or
a'sgwhere, such 8 proposal ghould not bs authorized
by..yourself withont previous communication with
the Seoretary of Btato, in order that the qustion of
the delegates and the inatruotions to he given them
maytb,e Jknown beforehiand to Her Majesty’s Govern-
1ent. " :

- ‘We havs in the public despatches the.clear-
est proof that the guestion originated with the
delegates themselves;: they. churned up the

whole matter in order to buttex the fingers of a

T few leading politicians; and having done so,

- they tell us we are disloyal becange we are un-

willing to adopt it. We refuse rather becauss

we feel-that our loyaliy might: be affected hy
the connectioh, ‘Canada has béen, within the
recollectian of men around me, twice in open
ingurrection, and within" 4 few

"that annexation to the United States was
the only remedy for the political ovils of
the country. - That manifesto was signed by

many public, men who have sivee occupied

prominent positions in her Parliament and
Government; and yet we are called disgloyat
because wo refuse to join with her. I ask
gentlémen around me—men of family, who
have perhaps dnughters whose Hoauty, whose
accomplishments and virtue is their just pride,
and whose fair name they would at all hazards
maintain,~I ask them what they would say
if such a daughtor was publicly charged wit
a want of modesty and virtue for no better rea-
8on thah s refusal to share the bed of one twice
taken in adultery—ons who declared vublicly
(a8 in that manifesto) a determination to again
play the barlot? I tell the honm. gentleman
.that if there be any disloyalty in the question,
or any show of disloyalty, he and his friends
have given it. We have been told that Mr.
Howe and the other people’s delegates are dis-
loyal because they roferred to the temptations
to annexation, in thecase which they placed
before the British Parliament Iy thera any
disloyalty in telling the whole truth? Was it
notthe daty of these gentlemen, as public men
writing a letter to Imperial statesmen, to
Dpreseut all the featires of the guestion? When
e Financial Secretary gave that taunt, did
he foi§et that that distinguished statesman
Lord Durham, in hisreport to Her Majesty on
the state of thege Provinces, took the very same
course? KEarl Durham came out, arid examin-
ed and underatood the whole case of the Cana-
das; he éaw the position of the. country, and
088 -not seem to thibk he mskes himself
amen3blé to the charge of disloyalty in stating
the whole'truth, and in. drawing attention to
the contrast which éxistd on the two sides of
the boundary line. Lord Durham says:—
‘“Throughout the course of the preceding paves I
have comstantly had occasion to refer io this con-
trast, ' 1 have not hasitated to do se, though vo mau's
just pride in his country avd firm attachment to its
ingtitutions can be more deeply shockad by-the mor-
tifying admission of inferiority. Bot I should ill die-
- charge my duty to Your 3ejesty—1 ehounld give but

out, describing tha feeli

1 yoars
there has appeéaredl a2 manifesto declaring’

o

an imperfect view of the real condition of these Pro-
vlnoasp—-were‘ 1 to detail mere statistionl faots, with-

those who chserve them ‘an,¥. snd dally experience
their influence on their own fortunes. 'The contraat
which I have desoribed is the theme of. every travells
er who visits those countries and who ohgeryes on-,
one side of. the line the abundance, ard on the other .
the soarcity of every sign of materig! prosperity which
thriving agriculture and flourishing cities indfoste, .
and of civilization, which schéols and churches testl-
fy, even to the outward senses S
‘It oannot be denied indeed that the ‘continvance”
of the many practioal grieyances which I have de-
seribed as subjeots of complain’, and, abova all, the
determined resistauce to euch 4 sydter of responsible
government as gives the people d real control over 'its
own degtinies, have, together with the irritation cans-
ed by the late insurrection, inducad a larga portien of
the population to'look with envy
prosperity of their neighbours in "the United States .
under a fres and eminently responsib’e rovernment,
aud in despair of obtaining such ben-fita under their
prosent institutions, to desire the adoption of §.Re-

publizan constitution, or even an: lncorpokatlon into B

the Amedcan Union,”

Here this statesman tells her- Majesty that
very strong temptations to annekation  exist-
ed, which can only be counteracted,/ by giving
-to them (the Canadians) the control of their"
own institutions and revepues. ' He yuts this
in stronger and clearer terms than. those used
by Mr. Howe and his associatea? and I have
vet to learn that Earl Durham was' for this
ever charged with a. wautof - loyalty.. Mz,
Howe, after having presented. the: case, and
exhibited the temp‘ationt which  exist to. an-
nexation provided our.rigbts are overridden
and disrogarded, says that if we are left an-'
disturbed and with the control of our revenues
there will ba no thoughis of annexation., Lis-
ten to this conclusion:—" . :

‘ We have this, my lord, simply statad the oase as,

i presented to us by Geveral Banka*and the Quebec

Confederation, With all the temptations offured ua
at Washington, we ask simgly to be let aloue, or we
ask to be folded to our mother’s hosoni, atd not cast’
cut into the wilderness of untrird exprriments and
political epeculation. Nova Scotia snvs to England,
a8 Ruth said to Nanmi,  Whera you gn we will go;
your people shall be-our people.” "This love and sffece
tion spring from a thou:and rources that we need
not linger to describe, but whioch it wonld be a fatal
mistake to suppose cam ever be transferred. You
cannot endorze'our hearts or our altegiance over to
the Canadians 28 you would  note of hand.” -

These were the seatiments offered by Mr.
Hows, and for which the Financial Secrotary’
undertakes to make the charge of disloyalty.
I only wish that there were more wen in the
British Ewpire who gave as_true and firm al-
legiance to- the Crown as Joseph Howe. I
wish Nova Seotia had more sons occupyicg the
exalted position in which he stands, and as.
windfal of her interests. In all hia actions
and speeches the interest of the. Provinces
appears uppermost, and one cannot but be re-
minded of tie Persian ambassador who took
with him to France a turf dug from the soil of
his own land, to which.every morning he paid
religious. salutation, so that he might bear
throughout the day the recollection of his
country, and labor for her advauntage. Sois it
with Mr. Howe; ho sesms ever to .have with
him a recollection of his enuntry. and her in-
terests, while other politigians go on dele-
gations or embassies, engage in. exhansiive
festivities -and in salutations to the pro-
ducts of other countrios forget the intavests of
their own, . o :
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We ata told that we are disloyzal'on account
of our .allies, of some expression -made. by
public:men in the neighboring States.in con-
nection with this matter.. You will remember

that at at‘the period of theé Canadian insarrec-.

tion & large amount. of sym nabhg wag -iani-
fectad by the people ‘of the United States with
the Canadar, and what does Farl Durham tell
us in his report as the reason why that sym-

" pathy was drawn towards the Canadians?

‘Was the belief that there was a desire to vio-

1ate the constitution of ‘the country, and to-

1ake from the Provinces the- eontrpl of their
revenues 7 © He thinks that. was .sufficient
cause for'the people who had,_taken so0.much
pride in their, war.of independence to bestow
their sympathy, and it may be that the people
on that side of the line look on this measure as
an attempt to take from tbe people of this co-

< lony: their constitntion, and to deprive them

of the comtro} of their measures without their
consent, But, because these peopls live on
that side of the line are they the less able to

' jn:«[iﬁq of the merits of the question? ‘

old, as I have said,; it-there-he-any dis-
loKalty it the matter it:is on thy part of those
who here and elsewhere are-attempting to
force on us this scheme of Confederation, and
are thereby weakening the Empire and en-
dangering our connection. with England. I
need hardly remind the héusé of the term
which these gentlemen have used: we are to
form a “new nation,” the Confederation is to
be a “new nationality,” and these terms im-
ply that it'ls to be: geparate and distinet from
the mother country. I turn back to°the de-
bate on.the Canadian Militia Bill in 1863, and
there I find one of the Miunistry, Mr. McGee

“declaring that he favored connection with Bri-
- tain merely that Oanada might have time to

grow and s'rengthen and obtain.the Maritime
element—*“to give Oanads .and .the other

ecome & great united nation.” Here is
the declaration of one of the Canadian Minis-

. try, and again you have the Prov Sec declar-

ing in the following language that the object
of promosing union was to effect a change in
the system of Government.- At » public din-
ner at Quebec he'used this language-£ When

-it is understood that the objéct of this méeting

of Jelegates is to aspertain whether the time
has not come when a more useful system of
government can be devised for these British
American Provinces, I meed not say its im-
portance is one which it is imipossible to over-
estimate ” Again—* As was observed by Mr.

Cartier, great as'is your -country, large as is’
your populatior, inexhaustible aa are your re-
sources, the maritime provinces have some-
thing to give you eqiually essential to the form-
ation of ‘a great nation,” < R

Hon. PEO SEC.—Go on—the more. the bet-
ter. : : .

-Mr., McLELAN—Yes, the more. the ‘better,
provided the people of this conntry desired to
change their system' of government, and, if
it were-possible, to make of these disjointed
provinces stretching along almost the whole
length of a continent, a united and prosperous

‘nation. If the provinces, laid side by side

as one with one interest, extending over the

whole from a commnion centre, you might

talk of forming a nation, and say -* the more

the better,” but you are in this attempting phy-

sical impossibilities, and will only bring into
. .
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conflict separate and -distinot interas's, which
¢an only be worked harmoniously.from Eng-
land or some. other independent’ centre.:Liet
me just say to.the hon. gentleman—* That
‘which God_hath put asunder let no man at-
tempitpjoin? . L
... But Mr, Archibald seems also to have.agpi-
- rationg after a new nationality, I find him using
thils language in Canada, . ** Nova Scotia cdme
not asking Canada to docept her, bat she told
Canada that with thé magnificent back coun-
iry of the latter, and her territory and wealth
‘and her desire to become a great nation, Nova
‘Beotia had a frontier and resources of which
she need tiot be ashamed; butif she enjoyed as
she did,: all the advantages .and free-
dom of ' resposible A institutions, why
was, she desirous .to chaibge ' her xsla-
tioua? The "time had arrived when.' we
weré about to assume the position 6f a preat
..nation, and sach being the case we should not
shrink from its responsibilities.,” 'I tell'him
that Nova Scotia wasnot “ desirous to change
hér relations;” her peopleregard our relations
.with the Mother Country with just pride,—
and the gentlemen-who give utterance to such
sentiments and express such desires are not
exactly the men to taunt us with disloyalty.
Mr, McCully also on a subsequent festive oc-
_casion talks of furnishing the maritime ;ele-
ment for a néw nation. P
But'if we are chargeable with disloyalty be-
cause of our allies, what of the allies of the

.

hon. delegates? The: hon: member for ‘South

Colchester in a letter to his fellow-conntry-
_en, claimed to have alliss in, the United
States—allies reflecting .his opinions, and
among them he named 'the. New York Albion.
‘What does that paper say a few wecks after
when speaking of the formation of a nation in-
dependent of Great Britain.

“ We favor and -even warmly advocate Confedera-
rion wi{haview to the ulﬁm%e realization (5 t%e
cherished anticipations.” .

And in another number the same” paper -

‘Bay8— : - I
« The colonists, una¢ tomed to 1 reiponsi-
bilities, have besn elow to move in the direction so
plainly suggested, namely that of & separale national
existence entirely indeperident of - the mother country.
But, finally arauzed to'the absolute necessity of ao-
tion in this direction, A SOHEME WITH THIS END IN
vIEW heg been proposed and very generally Qccepted.
Led by the stronger member of the Provincial family,
the Confederation of ‘all the Provinces, we are
:xiappx to ‘eay, is now very near an actual realiza-
on. C

1

. Another of their allies (the London Standard)
referring to the means tried to carry out the
scheme, declares that it endangers the relations
of the Mother Country—and quotes Mr. Oliphant
as authority to say that no genuine effort was
made by the Government to secure a renewal of
the Reciprocity Treaty, without which Confede-
ration could not have been secured, and adds the
attempt to dragoon. the Provinces into Confede-
ration is dangerous to the relations of the Colo-
nies with the Mother Country. I may add this
gentleman is not alone in the opinion that no

* gentine effort-was,made to secuxe the renewal of
the treaty,—Mr. Brown withdrew from the Can-
adian Government, dissenting from" his collea-

.gues mainly on account of the inefficiency of the
policy pursued to efféct the end in view,
1 feel that Lhave already ocenpied more time

.



than belongs to me, but let me ‘eay before I re-

sume 1y seat, that the events' of the last few -

monthg—within the last few wecks—should ope-
rate, as a powerful inflaence on the members of
the House and on the people of the country., We
have been told time and again -that the British
Government were anxious to have the seheme
carried out, and were making it ndoption one of
the conditions on which our defence should be
continued ; but although a large number of sta-
tesmen may be desirous, from - mistaken
views of the. question, to have this union
formed, yet therc is justice and manli-
ness enough in them -to induce them
to say on all occasions that they will not
coerce us into it. They are telling us and have
told us, that they are omitting Newfoundland and
Prince Edward Island from the measure, because
nothing can deceive them into the belief that the

ple of those Provinces are fayorable to union.
The Provincial Secretary said that- Lord Car-
narvon asked whom hé was to accept as authori-
ties on this question, it not the men who conduc-
ted the Government ; and he (Prov. Se¢y.) hav-

ing claimed that a majority of the pecgﬂcm were.

in favor of union, goes to the Colonial Office and
states it for a fact, The Colonial Secretary de-
cides that he. must accept the statement-as au-
thoritative, and having obtained a majority in the

" Legislature, the measure received the support of

the Imperial Government; but these who support
it in the British Parlimenit say, all through their
speeches, that if the people are unwilling,it should
not be forced upon them. The men who know

‘what the feelings of this country are, and who

know that thereis no desire on the part of the

" British Government to coerce us, should' now,

with this opportunity given,'pay deference and
respect to the wishes of the people. The Prov.
Sec. tells us that the man would be an idiot who
would dissolve Parliament as long as he could

. command a majority. If that doctrine were car-

ried out, it would be fouid one of the most tyran-
nical and monstrous that could be uttered : men
have Jost their hieads for putting in practice doc-
trinies less obnoxious. Does he mean that so long
as aman can by any means, however corrapt,
command a majority in Parliament, he may do
what he pleases with the people and their pro-
perty ? No such doctrine can he maintained :
there must be some limit, and the men whom the
people have sent here to transact their business;
and to go back to them with an account of their
stewardship, should consider that this question
affects the people and their posterity, and they
should not assume the unnecessary responsibility

-of passing it without their instructions, lest,when

the evils of this upion are realized, they live to
be perpetually reproached for their action — live
to be told that, members of Parliament though
they were, they had no more right to force this

measure upon their countrymen than they will.

have’to enter Heaven with so great a crime

against the manhood of Nova Scotia unrepent--

ed of. !
Speech of Mr. Arcnibald.

Mr. ArcHIBALD said :—I confess to some

- embarrassment in addressing the House at

-this moment.

‘l 30 ]

My. hon. friend has deliver- -
ed to us ajmost impassioned harangue. Not
content with giving us his views in the mdst
emphatic manner—not content with an
nouncing that no good will come in this
world to those of Confederate faith—he goes
on further, and .in his closing sentences
shuts us out from any hopes.of happiness
in the world to come. (Laughter) Isit -
any wonder that I should feel a little em-
barrassed 1n rising to speak after being thus
formally* excluded from everlasting bliss.
(Renewed laughter,) : ’

One thing at all eyents I shall notaim at.
I shall not attempt to soar to the heights my
hon. friend has reached. I feel that these

lofty flights are beyond me—that my pro-

vince is the more prosaic one of common.
sense—and I shall assume that after the
House has recovered its, self-possession, it

*will be disposed to listen to something that, -

if it does not appeal to their imaginations—
at all events does to their intelligence and
their judgment. : -

[ regret that it wids not my good fortune
to be present at the earlier part of the dis-
cussion. Thave not had the opportunity of
hearing the learned mover of the amend-
ment put his case before the House~nei-
ther have I had the satisfaction of hearing
the answer given to it by the Provincial Se-
cretary. Allthat I can gather as to the line
of argument pursued by these gentlemen is
what I can infer from the tenor of the
speeches of 1y hon. friend, and ope or two
of those gentlemen who heve preceded him
—and therefore in what I have to say, I
may be repeating what has already been
said to the House, .in which case [ trust
they will forgive me, as I may be misap-
prehending the views propounded by gen-
tlemen on the other side—and. if I do, I
shall be glad to be put right, as I proceed.

Now, sir, as I understand the question bej
fore the ‘House, the resolutiont affirms the
doctrine that all great questions ought tg be
first deliberately reviewed by a Legislature
aad then submitted to the polls before the
Legislature is in a position to deal with
them. This is the doctrine which the learn-
ed mover calls on the House to sanction by -
a deliberate vote. .

Now, sir, this question has been before
the public since 1864. It is a question
touching a fundamental doctiine of the Bri-
tish Constitution. How are we to ascertain
what is, or what is not censtitutional ? Is it
not by examining practice and precedeats
of that august assembly on_which our own -
is modelled? . Is it not by consulting those
writers on constitutional history who ex -
pound and develop the printiples of which

5



£
{

. form himsel
-sorted to for: the purpose.

KN

these precedents and practices are the illus-

trations ., In. the adjoining library are the

records of the House of Commons since the

- earliest history of . the emﬂir‘e._ They are

gentleman w|
, and.doubtless have been re-
There will be
found every incident in the long history of
legislation in the mother country. Can'the
learned mover of this Tesolution. point out,
in that vast treasury of constitutional usages,
a singla precedent for the doctrine he un-

open fo everfy

dertakes to preach? - Or does he. ask us to-

believe that, in these latter days, a new
light has dawned on him, and that it is our

. duty to accept the fresh revelation ?

I'think I'may- safely conclude from the
speech of my hon friend who has just sat

"down, that the mover of this resolution has

been able to quote no authority for his
views. .. When 1 find my hon friend desert-
ing the records and the, books—when I find
he cannot quote even_a text writer in his
favour—~when I find him driven to say that
he has no other authority for his doctrine
than the expression of the faces of the peo-
ple in his neighborhood—Iask myself if he
thinks so poorly of the intelligence of this
house as to suppose they will accept such
an authority for a. constitutional doctrine.
My hon friend’s reasoning would be in place
in a farce. . ’
Mr. S. CampBELL—Itis a tragedy. ™

* Mr. ArcHiBaLD~—Then it is a very com-
ical kind oftragedy. Letmy hon friend ad-
dress our reason or our judgment—Ilet him
quote authority or precedent. Let him give
the opinions -of lawyers, of historians, of

hilosophers, or of statesmen, and I listen to
Eim with deference. But when he talks of
measuring the length and the breadth of the
faces of his neighbours, and asks us to ac-
cept that as an argument, can he wonder
that I consider such reasoning as bordering
on farce, But my hon friend has good

. grounds for not resorting to authority or pre- . tanded that Pariiament has no legitimate authority

cedent; they are all the other way. The
idea of a legislature having no power to de-
cide except upon questions that have been
sent to the polls for the opinion of the peo-
ple is entirely un-English. A doctrine to
that extent has never been propounded
even in the republican institutions of. our
neighbours, but so far as there is any foun-
dation at all for such a doctrine, it is repub-
lican and American as opposed to British
and constitutional principles. Do I wish
the house to take my unsupporte assertion
ou this subject? No. -
. Let me turn to one or two British authori-

ties on this subject.. Hallam devoted a

large portion of his life to the study of con-

stitutional questions. He is accepted as an
authority of great weight on these subjects.
The learned member for Guyaborough will

I - admit that his authority is entitled to great-
o.wishes to in-°

deference. © What dges he say? In speak
ing of the Septennial Act: passed in 1717,
Hallam says :— . s o

* Nothing can be more extravagant than what is
sometimes coufidently pretended by the lguonnt,
that the Legisiature exceeded its rights by this enact-
ment, er, if that cannot be legally advanced. that it at
least vinlated the trust of the Peopla and broke in
upon the'ancient constitution.’ -

Now, what, was the character of that act?

"A Parliament had been elected in. 1715, under

a law which gave it a duration of tbr e years,
Under that Iaw it would have expired in 1718 ;
yet in the year before its expiration & bill was
brought in and became law which extended it
to 1722, giving it & duration more than double
that for which it had beeén elected. . Surely, if
ever there xag an .act. which illustrates the
power of Parliament. this was one. They were
elected for a term, and before that term was
completed, without any appeal to.the people,
they step in and double, and more than double,
the term for which they had been elected ; and
that act, so passed, has continued ever since,
and is the law of the land at this moment in
England. I could quote Blackstone and Coke,

‘and other ‘legal ‘writers, coinciding i these

views with Mr. Hallam ; buf let me 45k your

- attention to the declarations of British stdtes~

men on this subject. - Surely, if any two.menr
could be found in the long line of British public

" men who more than others could be considerea

practical statesme~, these men are Mr. Pitt and
Sir Robert Peel—the men who guided the des-
tinies' of England in times of great peril, and
whose reputations’are a source of pride to the
country to which they belonged. During Mr.
Pitt’s administration, some gentlemen in oppo«
sition propounded the doctrine which is «m-
bodied in the resolution now b fore the House.
Mr Pitt too’s issue upon the doctrine in these
emp atic words :— o
+This point, sir, is of 50 muoh importance that X

- think I ought pot to suffer the opportunity to pass

without illustrating more fully what I mean It this
srlneiple of the incompetency of Parliament to the
avision of the measure ba admitted, or if it be con-

to discuss and decide upon it, you wil! be driven to
the mecersity of reeognizing a principle thé most

.dang rous that can eyver ba adopted in sny civilized

state—I medn the principle that Parliament cannot
adapt any mesarure new in its nature and of greatim-
portance without appealing to the ¢ nstituent and
delegating authority for direction. If that dootrine
be true, look to what an extent it will carry you, If
such an argument could be set up and ma'ntained,
yov acted without legislative suthority when you
created the representation of the Principality of
Wales or of either of the Counties ‘Pslatine of Eng-
land. Every law that Parliament ever made without
that appeal—either as to its own frame and constitu-
tion. a8 to the qualification of the-electors or the
electsrd aa to tha great and fandamertal point of the
succeasion to the Crown-—was a breach of treaty and
an act of usurpation. ) .

“ What must be soid by those who have at any
time been friends to any plan of Parliamentary Ra.
form and partion'arly such ashave been most recent-
ly trought forward either in Great Britain or Irve-
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land, . Whatever may have been .thought' of, ithe -

ropriely of the measgure, L. mever hegrd any doubt..
gt “ghe Z)mpeteno' 7 of Piruanﬁi':'ggft'}p %qugl({&r and
discuse’ it,;” -Yet I défy any: ! to’ mgintain: the

. principle of thoge plang -without- contending that, -
ag ‘a member of Parliament, he:vpossesses a ,ﬁ'ﬁn )
to 'concur in- disfranchising- ‘those -who ' .sent

“him to Parliament, and to. seleot others by whom he -
was niot elected in their stead. I am sure that no suf-.
ficlent distinotion in point of principle‘can besuccgss-
fally. maintaired for.a single” moment, ‘nor should I
deem 1t necessary {0 dwell” on this ‘point in the man-

“mer-that ‘do, were I not.convincea that it is. con-
nected in tgm with all these false an dangerous-xo-

e subjeot of government which have late-
y becomes to prevalent-in:the werld,” i

In 1846 Sir Robert Peel 'was called upon to.
deal with the question of the Corn Law, in a
Parliament which had been elected in 1841. Tte

- subject of this law had been before the people
at the elections, and, as far as the returns in-
dicated, the people had sustained the law. Yet
Sir Robert Peel had no hesitation, in the very

, teethof this verdict, of introducing a bill which
he felt was required by the eircumstances of the
country, and when;taunted with the position.he

. had assumed, he adopted and apgroved the doc-
trine.of ‘his predecessor .in words equally em«
phatic:+= ST

% That, I think, would have been a ¢ dangarons pre-
cedent’ for a minister to admlt that the existing Le-.
gislature was ‘indompetent to’ the enterfainment of
any question. That is a precedent: which I wounld
not establish- Whatever may have béen the circam-:
stances thit may have taken placeat an election, I

‘never would sanction the visw that any House of
Commons ig incompetent to entartain a measure that
is necessary to the well-being of the community. If
you were 10 admit that doctrine, you wounld shake the

. foundation on. which many of the best laws are
placed.” o o

‘When, therefore, I find the philosopher. in
his closet, andjthe statesman 'in .the cabinet,
combined to regect the doctrine propounded in
this Resolutionjas unsuited to ‘the genius of
the British congtitution—vwhen I find the op-
posite doctrine proclaimed:and acted on-—when

‘¥ find a patliaiment elagted for three years
extending its life to seven—when I find
a parliament oxcluding :from one of its
branches at one itime theé entire body of bis-
hops—when I find even ihe guccession to the
throne changed from oné dynasty to another
—and 211 these actg of soveréignty performed
without any pretentes tha$ Parliament had no
right to do them without first appealingiothe™
polls, I ask myself on whatgrounds the mover
of this resolution can expect this house to de=
clare as a fundamentl doctrine of the consti-
tution, one entirely alien to its genius and cha-
racter— no man kuows better than himself
that it is so0. ) ) .

Now, sir, whkile I engirely ‘contest the doc-.
trine of ry. hou. friend 'as to the- necessity of
appealing to the people, I do not pretend to
say that the responsibilily which devolves,
upon a_ member of thi§ élHouae is not one

98¢
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which should be exercised with great discre-
tion. - |

Mr. CAvPBELL:—Hear,hear.

Mr. ARCHIBALD~I am glad to find - this
sentiment meet with the approval of the hon.
member. - But when he cheers my declaration
that the question is one of discretion he gives
up his whole case. He admits, as the member
ior Halifax admitted, that_ the house had the
full power and right, and that the only ques-

.4
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tion for consideration -is'this; T4 the indasnre
:g‘m‘?nggjd to the ;go;}q; ofr ’s)ttlx]hh% c{:‘rﬁdﬂéﬁiis
;to challenge appraval?: Aaflie-chabge: ipropns-
,6d.to be made, demanded by thecircumatances
in ‘which we ate placed? Is. it s meéasure
‘which will contributeto {he real welfareof the
‘people? Oncthig' ‘grount '%iam”pr_epaiewto

on-this the:battle sliowid
bﬂfﬂghﬁ_ N i ey :
10.80me of the arguments

9 T Tl LA
-Befare ndvgrhin%
of tha member for East dalifax, I must notice
Yo, frisnd from

meethim; A5d ow

[

oue ortwo observations of my
-Londonderpy. (icii . foauL Ll DL

- The hon. gentlemanhas.referred to.& speech
of mine made. in Canada, and hag quated ,nn
observation in it in reference to the change of
relations. which ' Confederatibn"wonld ‘malke,
‘with -3 view 6 creaté -the impression -tha I :
contemplated wehange inonr comettion: with
the Mother Gountry.. But . gurely -y hon.
friend conld bardly wish .ame to suppose.he
could. misunderstasd the purpert of these ob-
servations. The''change to which'T referred
was'in our relations to eachother.: Thé'rela-

tions of the:Confederated Provinces. to” the : |,
‘Mothér. Country.srill. be:the same, ay niorein-

timate and secure,

1d secure those whiclrthe separ-
ate Provinces now ' e

to ber.

botd

.. T'don’t-know -thd¥ I fally: comprehend: the

purpott of my hon' friend’s guotation from'the
Standard, but - Xunderstaod it-to:be a censuire
upon the British-Government for.allowing. the
Reciprocity Treaty to @rop, with a view to
create a feeling in favour of Confederation,and
that no effort was made on their part or on'the
part. of Canada to, renew it I am Surprised
a$ such a statement being qnoted inthis-house,
wheére thefacts are:80 well known. The treaty
was not.dropped by Great Britain; it was ter-
minated by the positive act of ‘the -United
States; and so farfrom-Canada nothaving ex-
eriad -herself to obtain a renewal of it, her pub-
lic men went further with that object than the
people of this country could detend. They were

‘willing to enter into arrangements net sesured

by treaty, biut dependent upon reciprocal legis-
lation; and I consider it as.fortunate; and Ibe-
lieve the peopleof this coantry considerit for-
tunate, that we escaped a position which, was
one of degrading subservience to the caprices
of American legislators.” I apprehend that if
there ‘was a ‘mistake at all in- these negocia-
tions, it was on the part of the British Govern-
ment-and on the part of the:Canadians to ex-
hibit an anxiety forthe renewal of the treaty
80.great that the authorities of the Union wers
led to believe we could not exist withont it,
and that to keep us without it would
dragoon- us into a closer - connection. with
thémselves. Wehavelived and wehave pros-
pered without it, and having shewn the Unitad
‘Statea that their trade, however important it -
may- be,is not indispensable to us, we have
laid the foundafion for a renewal of the treaty
upon equitable and fairterms. .
' My bon. friend seems to have a great horror

of a fature national existence.” I should like

to ask him what ke looks forward to in.the

future. Does he imaginethat. for all timeto .
coms these Provinces, which in 20 years hence

will count 8 millions of people, and which,

within the life-time  of many now born, will'
comprise a population larger than that of the

British Isles; does he suppose that this enor-

‘mous population is; for all. time to:come

to be governed from Deowning street? Eighty
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Yyearsago a tountry wiih a population less than
we now possess irritated at what it consider-
od oppressive exactions on the part of the Mo~
ther Country, asserted and achieved its inde-
peridence. That country has. added to its
{;opulation in a century more than England

as since the Norman conquest. Does my
hon friend imagine that by any possibility these
States could have continuned to this moment
dependencies upon the -country, from which

‘they sprung., Nosir; thereis an infancy and

a youth and a waturity in nations as there is
in wen; and while I yield to no man in my de-

. sire to ratain the tonnection which we have

with the Parent State, while I trust and hope
-hat the day may be far distant when the ties
thatunite us may be severed, I cannot shut
my eyes to the fact that in the future—how-
ever distant that future may be—we shall
have to assume the responsibilities of a sepe-
rate natiopal existence. When that time

- shall come, itisthe interest of Great Britain

as it .our interest, that we should enter up-
on this change of position with institutions
adapted to the new attitude we shall have to
assume, That we should be able to. continug

' as the friend and ally of England, the exist-

ence which we began as her deprendency. And
that we should illustrate in ‘the affectionate
aitachment we shall bear to the parent state,
the result of the liberal and generous treatment
which she has dealt out to usin our infancy
I have assertea that I do not consider it con-
stitutionaily necessary to send this questionio
the polls. I do not mean to assert that it
wonid not be exceedingly desirable ‘to know
the opinion of the people on the subject. ButI
can see no certain way of ascertaining that
opinion. If this ‘were the only subject upon
which the people were asked to express their
views, their verdict might be considered as an
answer: but if there were an election to-mor-
row, and if the present Government should be
averthrown by the result, who is to aralyze
this result—who is to define what portion of
the vote is against Confederation—what por-
tlon against the school system—how much of
the result may be-due to personal or political
unpopularity, entirely independent of this
question. . N
_Bat ] am at a loss to understand the arga-
ments of "the hon. member for East Halifax.
Be asks in one breath for an appeal to the peo-
ple, and in another sneers at it as useless. In
Nova Scotia there is no appeal—the act of the
Legislature is with him the actof a tyrannical
majority. In New Brunswick there is an ap-
peal—and the verdict passed at the polls is

with him the result of. corruption, Thirty-.

three men are returned in favor of Contedera-
tion to eight against.it. If any verdict could
be considered to express the unmistakable
convictions of th people this would be it, and
yet the hon. gentleman treats it with contempt.
He says he will not stay to inquire how this
result was eflected, This is not a hasty ex-
E;easion in the heat of dobate. The hon. mem-

r has put his hand to this slander of the peo-
ple of New Brunswick in & solemn document
subscribed by bim in London, addressed to the

Earl of Carnarvon, In referring to the firat.

decision in New Brunswick adverse to Con-
foderation he says:—

 On the methods by which that decision waa re-
vorsed it is pain:ul for a lover of freedom to dwell;
but Your.Lordship is aware that in Jedreys time

many & jary were induced to reverse their declsion
when tln:oatel‘xed and brow-beaten by the court.”

‘What does this mysterious allusion mean?
Has the hon. gentleman any distinct idea inm
his own mind what he does mean? Oue thing
i8 very certain—it is impossible to please him.
‘W have to choose between the tyranny of a
majority and the tyranny of 4 Jeffreys. If we
carry the Confederation in the Legislature, no
language is to strong to express bis disappro-
val; if we carry it by an appeal to people, my
honorable friend has such a holy horror of the
result, that he'will not stay to inquire how it
was broughtabout. My honorable friend from
Halifax has & great dread of corruption. A
gentleman of hiﬁh position in Canada—a man
who stands perhaps second to nove on this
continent for personal character and integrity
~-i, gentleman who bad been for  mauny long
years tha friend'and political ally of the hon.
member, undertook a year ago to compliment
him upou his taleunts, and to suggest the pro
priety of his applyiog them on a broader field,
and forthwith the hon, member comes down
here and informs the house that an attagk had
‘been made on his virgin purity, but that he'’
had manfully resisted the assailant. INow he
tells us, establish this, and youn will bave play-
ed in the Confederation, by the Government of
the United States, the same game that they
have been playing in Mexico Now, sir, does .
it not occur,to him that, if the United States
have a gamie of this kind to play, thay could
not take a hand at any time more eflecti vely
than at this moment? Itis their game to keep
ug isolated and apart—to foment jealousies be~
tween the different colonies—to separate them
by hostile tariffis—to indnce the public men of
one colony to slander and abuse those of ano-
ther—to suggest the advantages of American
connection, and to foretell to the people of this
country that in ten years they will have a Pre-
sident and be under the Stars and Stripes. 1
say that if the American Government have
money %o spend for the purpose to which the-
hon. member refers, and have the sagacity for
which he gives them credit, is it too much to
suppose that they may take a deep interest in
what is going on at this moment? The hon
member undertakes to say that Confederation
will weaken us, Is that the doctrine proclaim-
ed by his allies in the United States? Mr.
Bavks haa lately taken a great interest in our
affairs; he has introduced into Congress a bill
to provide for our admission into the United
States. The advantages which this bill offers
us are spoken of in very favorable terms by
the representatives in Englaml of the Anti-
Confederates, Mr. Banks has studied the
question from his own point of view. ILet us
see what ha thinks.of Confederatiop, In
speaking to a resolution recently .intreduced
by him into Congress, he said : -

«“ A Bill bad recently crme ‘before the House
of Lords in England contemplating the establishment
of an empire in the British North American Provin. -
ces, whioh might hereafter su'pass in power that of
England liergﬂf. or might equal that ot tha United
States, or, as has been we!l said- by its moven, might
be second only to that of Russia. The Legislature of
Maine, more interested, in the mov-meni than any
other State, had, through its Commiftee on Faderal
relations, made s report adverse to that project which
raport he would ask to have raad to the House. 2he
stage into whigh that bill bad ged in the Ho use
ot Lords was the mdsét important of any of the gtazes -
through which bills pasa as all its fundsmental prin -
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ciples were in consideration, He did not doubt that the
people of this country would look with Intense solici-
tude upon the progress of this great movement in the
British Provinces, which contemplated the establish-
ment of an empir~, formed on monarchial principles,
8o framed a8 io control public opinion, and wﬁioh
_could ;go;l{‘nqil_to ha,ve(za i: ,f(l;e JSuture a m;_z’ferial i not
? qu‘?; ”rb grim.% t%::mim.” power over the affairs of

Gan anybody misunderstand this? Mr.
Banks has the sagacity to perceive that Con
federation is to confirm and establish our posie
tion on this continent. He sees “that the true
poliey of the United States—as indicatel by
the report of the Maine Committee on Federal
Relations—is to do just what the hon. member
for Halifax is doing; and nobody will deplore
the hon. gentleman’s failure more than those of
his American allies who have the sagacity to
see how much his euecess would promote the
intere ts and the policy of the. United States.

Is there any gentleman in this House that
supposes Mr. Banks would assume this position
—would protest against Confederation—would
ask his government to interfere impertinently
in matters with which they have nothifig to de
—if he believed, as the member for- Halifax
asks tbis House to- believe, that in ten years
Confederation will place us ynder the American
flag. If Mr. Banks thought this, instead of
protesting sgainst Confederation, he would do
all he could to encourage it—instead of aiding
the lion. member in his effortsa-at isolation he
would cheer on us who take the opposite view
as his friends and allies. ‘

But the hon ‘member has called the attention
" -of the house to the pecuniary disadvantages un~
der which we shall enter the Union. Hesa g
that since 1863 the revenye of Nova Scotia hag
increased $361,822 a Feal, and still all we get

back under the arraigelents recently agreed

to in London in addition fo that which was ge-

" cured for us by the Quebec scheme is §60,000
a year. The financial arguments addressed. to
to this house can bardly impose upon the meme
bgrs, and are probably not intended to have that
effect. T

I have not time this morning to verify the
hon. gentleman’s figures as to the increage of
the revenue of Nova Scotia, I will -assume
that he is correct But if Nova Scotia has gone
ahead, have the other Provinces stoo d still? In
1863 the revenue of Canada was $9,760,816. In
1866 it was $12,432,748, so that while our reve-
nue has increased by $861,822, that of Canada
has increased by $2,662,432. '

Even our weaker sister, New Brunawick, has
increased in equal proportion. Her revenue in
in 1863. was.... .....e0..nnn .+ ++$0,899,991
While in 1866 it was........ .. .. 1212021

Which shows an increass of__. ... $312 080
So that great-as has been the fincrea‘gq; ‘of our
Yrovince, and we may well be proud of the evi-
dence it affords of our country’s progperity, the
increase of Canada and New Brunswick has
been guite equal t6 our own. ’

But not only do their revenues bear.to ours a
fair proportionate increase, but both Canada
aod New Brunswick shew a arger comparative

surplus. There remaios to the credit of Nova
Scotia, after meeting the expenditure of the year,
a surplus of $60,000, while that of New Bruns~
wick ig $122,000, s quantity twice as mnch, and
that of Canada, after paying the extraordinary
diabursements connected with the Fenian inva-
sion, is $710,000, or over ten times that of Nova
Scotia. ] . ‘

But what becomes of our $351,000?2 Why,
it goes into the same chest with the 2} millions
of Canada—with the one third of a million of
New Brunswick. It goes to make a common
purse for common objects, and we have the
same right to our fair share of that contribution
after it goes in a8 we should have had if it tad
never gone there. :

Not only shall. we have a right, but we shall
be in & position to assert that right. Nothing
can be more inconsistent and comtradictory
than the arguments we meet with on this point
One et of men undertakes to tell us that we
are victims to the po itcal necessities of the
Canadians. It is said that two great counties
were separated by dissensions so incurable—by
antagonisms s0 permanent, that finding it im-
possible any longer to -earry on Responsible
Government they came down and asked us to
Jjoin them to get them out of their difficulty.
Then another set of men say that the represene
tatives of the Maritime Provinces are a mere
handful. Whatcan 34 representatives do in an
assembly of 1817 We are at the mercy of the
Cansdians who can do with us just what they
think fit. These views can’t both be true, and

[———

yet they are urged by people in almost the same -

breath. Thehon. member for Halifax adopts
one of them when he tells us that we have been
wheedled by the Canadians into this Union; he
adopts the other when he tells us that we are
surrendering our funds hopelessly to the Fed-
eral treasury. ' ’
Sir, there are strong grounds of difference. be-
tween the peaple of the two Canadas. They
differ in race, in language,. in religion., Uppr
Canada is mainly Protestant—Lower 'Canada

mainly Catholic.  Upper Canada is Anglo-Sax-’

on—Lower Canada chiefly French. - You have
therefore differences permanent in their nature,
and such as to create. the elements of opposing
parties. ‘T religion, in origin, and in laws we
bave interests and feelings in common with the
people of the West, whilst our geographical po-
gition, our commercial pursuits, our industries,
largely identify us with the people of East. We

“are therefore in a position in which we may le-

gitimately choose between the two political par-
tiep that divide Canada—that one which we
shall consider the best éxponent of those princi«
ples which are for the interest of our own peo-
ple and of the people of the whole Confederacy.
Need we fear that in Confederation the party
which shall be supported by the Maritime Pro-
vinges—which shall owe its power very largely
to their adhesion—will be in & position to re-
fuse to the Provinces whose aid i8 so essential
to them any fair advantage which they are en~
titled to ask ?

No, sir, I have no fears on that " |
point. Ifthere is any portion of the Confed-‘




. if we did not obtain.. -

‘the result in beth instances of paralysis of enterprise
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eracy which may be int & position to dsk'more that slibdld not be 80, and ‘whether these rea~
than its fair- share from the public fands, that .sons are valid or not..the atrangement as agreed
portion is not either ‘of the Canadas,—and we mpon wes not unfavorable to this Province.

-

_may rest assured that the-Maritime ProvinceS The population of Canada West increases much

will recéive, as they will be in a position to de~ "more rapidly, thin our own, Suppose it to
mand, the-most ample justice. ' More than what double in 20 years from 1861-that Province
is fair and right, it would be a reflection on'our will-then receive but 40 centsa head. Thead-
character to suppose we should ask.” Less then dition to our population in the same period may
that, it would be a reflection on our patriotisra, be 50 per cent., and in that case man for man
e weo should receive a considerably larger amount
Now, sir, let us see if this is- not the actual than Canada... By the arrangement at London
state ofthis-question: At the present moment- this is still furtber increased in our favor. The
the people ot the two sections are courting our subsidy, 88 regards the Canadas, still remains
allegiance. The grounds upon which the peo= based on-the -population of 1861, while as re~
ple of Upper Canada seek it ave'explained in the gards the Maritime Provinces it increases with
daily - press. -In' the' Quebec Chronicle - of their population until it reaches 400,000, As -
the 8th insti, in the leader of that paper. it-is regards Nova Scotia our rate of increase during
said :—~ oL : ’ - the last decade was over 2 per-cent. per annum.
« Beyond the Provines and in the General Parifa- This will give ug'in 1861 a populstion of 400,~
ment our ¢ourse is & clear one, -First of.all we must 000.. In other words, it entitles us to 80 cents .-

form allianc .8 whioch will tend to strengthen and pro- | p it % 0
tect us in our local relatious; and aeci‘mdl , Ouf in- ;ﬁ:‘:&:n the add,ltxona! 70,000 mcwfse of po-

terests, commeroial as well a3 political, will lead ut o i

t0 co-operate with thoge whose interesta are thesame This amounts £0...:....ccoviveiiiennivsses s 356 000
a3 our own. The Moritimie Provinces have been to. We have a special grant of.....:..v. 0ty 60,000
us-a sort of térra incognila, ag we have beén to ther We have also transgerred to the Federsl Gov- '
ernment the support of the Penitentiary,. .
which costs us.,... ]8.888

which is & marvel o foreigners, and' can only be ex- 7 cenvaeuiae
And pensions to the extent of ...ivovieiienins 2

plained by the narrowing mflaence of provinoial iso-
lation, Wae are glad fo observe some faint sympioms
of recovery from this abject condition, the glimmer-

ing of an idea that we have neighbors with whom it
may be desirable te hold communication by.the great
highway which Providence has given us forlnothing,.
ag well as by that other highway which wa ara sbont
to build at the onse 'of twenty million dollars,
These neighbors, who will count for ong third under

' the new political eystem, are cur naturaleallies. .All

our interests'are the same. Whatever act of general
1zgislation benetits or injures them, will -have & like
effect on us. --Our great staple interests ara the same,

- ngmaly lnmbering, and marjtime, and we havea com..

mon interest with them in promoting a system of go-
vernment which shall maintain the authority of fhe
goneral Legislature with respect to matters, which if
1efl under local control, areaptto be managed. insa
way mogt detrimental to the commeroial intcrests-of
the country. - Oar motives for forming euch an alli
ance are ot the most practical kind, as reflection may
euggrst, and a8 “weshail more fuliy explain. They
ar2.motives whick domot/exciusively- pertain to the
English seglion, - French and  Eagiish are equally
cqnuorned,%ep

chiefly at stake?” -

~With these ¥iews dctuating “the people of the

f

- Eagt—-with an equal'desire for our support in-

e

fltencing the people of the West, is there a man
in this house or in/this country, who does not
betieve that we shall exercise in the genefal e-
gislature a just and fair influence, or who does’
belizve that any fpart of the Federation will be
in & position to ¢ppress or injure us. -

Bat:I understood the hon member to .say

-that all the advantage we gain frot the London

agreement over that madé at Quebec is $60.000
a'yenr. Thigis not the fact. By the original
agreement a subsidy of - 80 cents & head was'to
be grinted tp €dch Province ot the Federation,
t subridy. was based on the population as
it existed /At:the time.of the census of 186l.
Many pergons. have thought it was an ipjudi-
cious arrgngement to'restrict the: subsidy to the
population of that year. and that it would bave
been better to allow it to increase until the popu-
-yag ;ascertained .at-each’ decennial cen-
here are, however, good reasons why

The new arrangement therefore gives us.....$134,000
a year in addition to the amount we agreed for
-4t Quebec. T
This is a large sum annually added to the
means placed at the disposal of theLocal Legis--
lature. This addition may well jystify the sup=
port the gentlemen who may have thought the
Quebec scheme deféctive -in that particular.’
There was not one of ‘your delegates who was
not anxious to obtain for the Province. the most .
favourable terms.in his power; and it is bu¥
- fair to the representatives of ths larger Provinee .
to say that they met usina spirit.of genérous
- considerdtion for the wants, and” even to some -
extent, for the prejudices of this Province.
_-We are. told that'the change is-not: for the .
better: A different line of argument is adopted

ing it is commercial interests that sre. in Canada. Will the house listen to what Mr.

. Brown, the editor.of the. Globe, and:late Presi--
dent of the Council,'says on-the aubjeet : —~
R ¢ agpears that tha delegates have agreed to in.
creasa tha grants to all tha Loocal Governments, and
that not on the just principle of population adopted -
at Quebee, but in a manner totally irrational and
mast unjast to Upper Cavada. In sddition to the
eighty cents per head distributed -as already shown,
the delsgates have agreed that the following annnal
g;an:sl_shau be paid perminently from tha Federal
ches L .

To.New Brunswick. .

- Total additione] mnfs vees ..3;2-6(-)‘:0_06
Had this sum of $260,000 beenr distributed, acoord-

. ing to the population, as given by the census of 1861, _
it wowld give as follows:— .. : .

Tpper Canda.,.......o00 .o $117,449.
LQ%,Canada...... ceered” g

© " Nova S60ti8. ..o veiienireaiss . 27,83¢

" New Brunswick Weeeeenss 21,204

.

&
o
o
@0

g ib‘:'ia‘”: . tr?m.],.'...l.‘..~.-_;x~m,ooo; e
*The who §ran or local purposes under ths.
scheme as amended will now be aa.follows.:~ ’

. "
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Upper Cangda.....o...v... 51,106,873
Lower Cangdf. voeov vivses 959,253
Nova Seotin,....... caneeres 824686
New Brunswick............ ' 814,689

Total.........$2,795,450 - -
“ ['hege grants, at the esthmated population of the
* geveral Provinces on the lst of January, 1887, give
the following rates of gramt per liead :—

. oy Population. Per head,
Upper Canada, ..},802066 - 60 ots,
Lower Canada. ..1,288,880 74 ¢
Nova Scetia..... .. 8781 8§
Zew Brunswick. '296.084 -~ 110 ¢

“ Nothing could be more scandalously un,lus‘tta
Upper Canada than this, . ! .

* The second depariure from the Quebec Scheme ia
that, until Prince Edward Island comes into the
Union, Nova Séotia axrd New Brunswick shall have
betwaen them the fonr seats in the Upper Chamber,
that the Island was to have had. The distribution

will now e as follows :—
' : Population, Mermbers,
- 1,802:068 . i

* Upper Canada... ....

%iowexé C:inada&.ﬁ.. . 1'88880 2%
,Nova Scotia and New. }. -
v S o W L e .. 660,884 2%

¢ There i8 nothing to pailiatothis change. Under

the Quebec Scheme the injustice to Upper Canada

was marked enough, butto add to it in this manner °

was totally indefensible. Why, the three Provinces
of Lower Cantds, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick
nnited have but 150,689 people morathan Upper Cana-
" da and yet they are to have 48 Legislative Council-
. lord and Upper Canada but 24 'Eve

Councillotr will thug represent 75,0
the average of all the rest will be but 40,1832,
thing is utterly unfair.” :

In» shbse%lenn paper the editor returns to
the charge. He says. -

“Now mark the justice of this prenious arrange.
ment. The Quebec gcheme gave precisely eighty cents

* per- head to eash Province, according to its~ populas
ion in 1861, and (Jeaviog out in both cases the special
ten-; ear subsiding 10 New Brunswick) hereis what our-
wibe-neres in London have changed the arrangement

0:
- To Upper Canada, 852 cents per head.

To Lower Capada. 86} cents per head

To Nova Seotia, $1 19 cents per head !

-To New Brunswick, $1,47 cents per head! !

“And let it not be forgotten that the Quebec
soheme was framed in 1864, shortly after the cemrus
returng of J861 had been printed, and the delegates
took the ceneus os the basis of the arrangement, ~ But
‘nearly three yeurd. have padsed away since then, and
‘the relative numbers of the several Provinces are:
.greatly altered. According to the present estimated
population of the -everal Frovinees, the ansual sab-
ampes are to be distributed by the lmperial Aot in the
following mosturjaet igshion: . ) ’
Population Per head

1.802 056 66 cents,

Upper Canada
peop'e, while
Ihe

‘Upper Csnada, .,

Lower Canada 88 880 74 cents,
Scotia, vowne . 868,81 107 cents,
R e wick. . 7.\ " 205086 . 126 conts,

s'tha thing I8 80 preposterously unjust that we are
: smazed how an{ one.could have had the sudacity to
propose it, much less ihe folly to concede it.” .
Now, sir, add to'the $184,000 which we have
have obtained by the new arrangement, $264,~
- 000 we had before, and. we have the sum of
- $898.000, which, with the revenues of our mines
and Crown lauds, constitutes the fund at the dis-
posal of the local Legielature. With this rev-
enue we'shall be able to provide in a creditable
- manner for every loeal want. o
If anybody had undertaken to say a few years
ago, when the revenue of the country was inw
-sufficient to meet the ordinary. demands upon
it, at a time when we had only ninety? miles of

.

railway, and when'to meet ife emergency we
were obliged to raise our advsloreny duties 2§
per ceut , that we should be sble by an addition-
ai- 2} per cent, to secure the construction of a
railroad to Pictou at & cost of over two millions
of dollars ; to extend the railway from Windsor
to Annapolis ; to secure the great international
highway for which we have been struggling for

. ‘the last twenty yeavs ; and that with all these

secured to our pecple, we should be in a position
to give a road grant equal to that which wa gave
when we went to our eleetions in 1868; to de-
vote to education 2 st nearly three times that
which we granted toit in that year,—is there
a member of this Legisiature who would not |
have felt happy if he could have been sure such
prediction would be accomplished, who would
pot have felt that such a position ia one he
should be proud to occupy ? And yet we are
gravely told that with all these advantages se-
cured to us, the country is ruined . If this be
ruin, we might agree to be ruined every day of

-the week.

It is difficult to nﬁdergtand exactly what views

‘the hon member for Ua'ifax holds as to the * Or-

ganization of the Empire.” At one time he
talis of it as if it was not his schermre—but in the
next breath he tells us his idea is, that thia Pro-~
vince should be treated as Kent or Surrey or any

‘other English county, and be éntitled to hava the

privileges and be subject to the burdens of the
Empire. _ . . .
Suppose it were, it would according
to its population be entitled to about the
same number of repr sentatives . in - the
Imperial, Parliament which the a«ti-Confede-
rateshad in Eogland at the recent session.
I will -agsume that it could pot farnish three
abler or better men. Those three gentlemen
have spent nine months in the single object of
endeavouring to enlighten the members of Par«
fiament on the subject of their mission. They
deluged them with pamphlets and eommunica~
tions -and had, we suppose, a very considetable
number of perso al-nterviews with leading -
statesmen. Yet. what does the hon. member .
himaelf,pay was the result 7 Wlhy that so little
could thes: three gentlemen--with all their ta
lents and assiduity—~interest the Parliament of
Epgland in the object of their mission, that
when the destinles of . thie- country were to be
disposed of in the-Heuse of Lords; he says that -
only nine peers could be found to listen to the
proceedinge~—and i the House of Commons the
most unaccountab'e ignoranee of the whole
guestion was exhibited. “And yet it is to & Par-
liament exhibiting such cayelessness and ignow~
rance that the hon. member and his friend in
London would be willing to entrust the dearest
rights of the people ot this count\r'_}r,. " ’
But there is one.featare of the hion member’s
argument that would surprise me—if anything .
coming from him now could give me surprise.
He says we have not received a guarantee for

.syfilcient - sum to build the Intercolonial Rail-

way. ' Three millions of pounds, he says, is too
smalla sum, it will only land you in the wilder-

Dees with a road unfluished ~and he gives as
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‘tizes the report by ' which

- vote such a sum nnle;

‘Gladstone dem:

*.thesa gantlemen who style tnem-elves the « Peo

i

Will it be' believed that not two montlis 2go
this same gentleman subscribed bis name to a
solemn document submi '

illions of pounds on the basis
report. He forthwith stigma.
he now professes to
“‘a most imperfect 'Canadian sur-
s that four million pounds is

g for four m
of Mr. Fleming’s

be guided as
vey,” and. intimate
far too much. .

" There is something in this document go curi-
ous that I can’t refrain from calling the atten-
tion of the House to it :—

‘ The framers of the. Quebeo- schema expeot, the
‘Chancellor ot the Exchequer to fgo down to Parlia.

mentand agk foran advanoce o “£4:000 000 for the
00%0 o'f' this road, Mr, Gladstone promiged
'y

construnti

but £8 000,

- Marlk this. The hon.

we have secured an advance of £8,000,000 only,
and yet he himself hurries to point out to Lord
Carnarvon that £8,00 000 was the limit ot the
Imperial pledge. He warns Lord “Carnarvon
not to go beyond that sum, and yet he has the
assurance to come here and blame us for nof
getting more, But that is not all. Let me go
on with this precious document :—

*The eum has been inoreased one-third o, the
faith of & most imperfect Canadian survey, with
which Her Msjesty’s Government, that is to pgive the
Ioney, or the Maritime Provineos which ara to pay
the interest, have had nothing whatever todo. Fonr
millions of money. would build 1¢ iron-clads, or
would furnish 2’ miltion of breech loaders, which
dfstributed over the Empire, wounld grea'ly strength-
en it in every part. Isit Hkely that Parliament will
83 the ease beé clear. The Chan-
cellor of the Kixohequer may be reasonably expeoted
to prove— Lo
- 1. Thatec.large

2 That the security of a ainkinf

anded, but which
1862, is to be given. o

8. That the.interestis to
tions by the three provinges,
ﬂgm provinces alone.

nmember charges us that

8 sum ig aotually. required.
fand, which Mr,
Cahada refused in
be paid . in fair propor-:
and not by the Mari-
. 'That Canada {8 g0’ seourse fro:
the money will not be lost even should she be ever
8o bonentlg dispored to repay it. .

6. That so large a sum may not, in the alterod cir-
cumstances which we have to face, ba very much
better employed in the defense of the whole empire,
tasn in giving factlities to a provi c¢e whieh may be
utterly unable torepay the money, or to proteot the
road when it is built.”’ ;

8ir, I have read the whole: of this document that
the house and the sountry may understand w{mt“
ple’s
Dalegates’’ have been doing in England, -Not econ.
tent with warning the Chansellor of the Exchequer
to confine himseif within the limits of the ori.i-
nal pledge, they do all thay ocan to show that
it is unsafe to go even that far, They urge that
the money might be’ better spent elsewhere;
and they do what they can to disppraga and
discredit.the character and reputation of the
country. ' o . ‘

Well, Mr. Speaker, when we call to mind the
addresses we have'so often heard from one of
these geatlemen on the floors of this House on
the subject of the Intercolonial Rail way—~when
we remember the forvid eloquence with which
he described the value of such a road in open-

. up the resources of the great country behind us

> Normanby,

m invssion that -

\\ . .
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the foundation of his as-ertion his B@l\ief ina and' in constituting & means of défence—-_—‘when
_ survey made by Mr. Fleming. N we recollect the letters which in 1862 the same

entleman addressed to the Secretary for the
oionies, pointing out the enormous ‘saving in
time of war which wonld result from the con-
struction of this great work—and then read the

tions of the same hend. " B
is, it is ‘almost worsa  to come here as
the hon. member does, and after usiog every -
effort to, prevent ns getting . any advance at
all, chargge on us as an offence that we have
not secured something more. If we have got -
an advance, it has been in spite of all that
he and Mr. Howe could do to preventit. If we
have secured the Intercolonial Railroad, itis be~
cause all the efforts of thege gentiemen to dige
parage and discredit us in 'the opinion of Eng-
lish statesmen have.been powerless. :

But, sir, if little attention was paid to this
"question in the Imperial Par iament, it was not
because that.body was indifferent to the: meag-
ure, but because there was no member of it wh
felt an interest in the success of these Colonie
who was not persurded that this méasure would
promote thatsuccess. Any opposition that was
offered came from gentlemen who were - never

friends of the Colonies and who only speak of
them as a burden and incumbrance to
the parent country. '

Iam able to bear testimony—and I am glad
to .do so—to the patriotic and statesmanlike
views of the noble Marquis who formerly presi-
ded over the government _of this Province - If
there was any gentleman in either branch of the
Imperial Parliament who 'might bé supposed
inclined to yield a favorable ear to Mr. Howe's
suggestions, that person was the’ Marquis of -
While he was governor of Nova

Scotia, Mr. Howe was for years his Prime Mi- -
nister, and enjoyed largely bis confidence; but
the noble lord, in an emergency in which his
fellow Peers might be supposed to defer large.
ly-to his local information and experience rose
superior toany personal ties between him and"
his former minister and friend, and warmly ad.
vocated this-measure as one that was. essential ]
‘to our prosperity and safety. 5 -
believe that is only by means of Confedera.
tion that we cau prevent our Provinces from be.
ing absorbed in the American Union. I have
more faith in the opinions of the ally of the hon.
member for East -E{)alifax than T have in his own.
I believe. that by the establishment of a large .
country on this cortinent, within which labor
shall befree and untaxed, we shall present a field
for industry which will contrast most favourably
with that other field alongside of us in whic
labor is gressed down by enormous taxation. .
See how.that contrast is already apparent in.cer-
tain branches of business. In'a report to Con-
grees n:ade by the Secretary to the Treasury, no
longer ago than December last, he dwells upon
.the condition of the shipping interest of the Uni-
ted States. . Twenty years ago,” he says, “it’
was -anticipated that ere this the United States
would be the first naval power in the world.” .
Up to the time when the war interfered with

3
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their industry and taxes crippled their resourees,

- this anticipation was being realized.. In five

years, however, that interest has enormously
declined. 'Fhe United States tonnage employ-
ed in their foreign trade in 1860 was 6 millions. ,
In five years it fell to 3-millions ; while during
the same period the tonnage of foreign vessels .
employed in that trade has run up from 2,363,-
000 to 4,410,000 tons. )

1s it any wonder that this should be the case

-when on one side of the boundary line a ton of

shipping costs $100, while it only costs $50 on
the other. Cheap ships, cheaply manned and
sailed, will continue to absorb more and more
of the foreign trade of the Upited States. With-
in their own borders, Wheros they enjoy the mono-

_ poly of the coasting trade, they may impose upon

<

industry the burden of enormous freights, but
where they come into competition with the
foreigner, they must compete Wwjith cheap ships
or quit the trade, .

As it is with shipping, so it will be with other
industries, and the new Confederation may look
forward to a future in which the growth and'in-
crease of every industrial Fursui,t will bring into
play the vast and varied resources which are
scattered profusely over the?g?mtry.

A brilliant prospect is betgTe us, and when we
shall have become a‘country with our sister co-
lonies in the West, and - have tairly entered on
our new course, I believe there will be nothing
at which some of those who now view the pros-
peet with timidity or apprchension will be more
amazed than at the recolleetion of the doubts
and fears. that they honestly entertained at this
crisis of onr history. The men who sit around
these benches have a deep stake in the country.
They represent not only the intelligence and
public spirit—but + they fairly represent the
wealth .and prosperity of the country. If in

. what they are now about to do they mistake the-.

true interests of the country, they will themselves
be the sufferers from the mistake. Bus there is:
a feeling dearer- to a public man- than any ¢on-
siderations of a material interest. It is the dc-
sire to enjoy the csteem and respect of those
among whom his life is to be spent. If in the.
course we arc now taking, we have misappre-.

. hended the true interests of the country, if it

shall turn out that the Confederation we advo-
cate shall be what, its opponents declare it will,

" we shall pay the penalty of our rash act by a life

long exclusion from the csteem and respect of
our fellow coutrymen. But, if it be otherwise—
and if it shall turn out that we saw what was not
only for theinterests and prosperity, but what was
absolutely neccssary for the safety of the people,
then we shall see that we have done right to fix
our eyes,steadily on what was for the permanent
benefit of our'common country, and to pursue it
regardless of the temporary passions and preju-
dices which may besetus. . - ., -
EVENING SESSION.
The house resumed at 7.20,
:Speech of Hon, Mr.-Shannen,

Hon, Mr. STANNON said:~If i3 rather the
turn of gentleren opposite to take up the.ar-

. gument, but as no one appears ready to speal.

LS

on that side I would like to say a few words
on thisquestion. Ihave been sa much pleaged
during yesterday. and to-day in listening to
the statements made by gentlemen counnected
with the delegations, that I could have re-
mained here fer hours listening to their

speeches, and have besn satisfied if I heard .

nothiig—more. —~Biuit "I"bappen to be one of
those to whom the epithet *dumb dogs”
wis applied 1a8t year. The debate on that
occasion had continued to.80 late-an hour of
the evening, that I did vot think it advisable
to say anything, but I found shortly after-
wards thit the Morning Chronicle referred to
1oe a8 one of those who had been expected to
deliver my sentiments but had not done so.

And Mr. Howe also, in his addresses’in the

country, referred ‘to what ke called the inde-
cent haste with which the resolutions wero

carried, stating that some of those who had .

bheen expected to speak had not uttered a wotd.
I thought that my sentimen's on this suhject

ad been too well known to require that I
should say a word, and I do not feel that I can
add anything of valueto what has already

been uttered; but I am willing to say a few

words to show that I am still ag strongly in fa-

vor of this great measure ag ever. Thisisnot

the first time that I have spoken in favour of
Tuion, As long ago as 1861 my vote was

pledged to its support: Mr. Howe, the then
Premier, in that vear came down with a reso-

lution which received the sanction of. the

houge. On a subsequent orcasion, 1863, when

we wera debating the question of the Interco-

lopial Railway, though my views differed

somewhat from the then Government as to the

mode in which the guarantee should be raised,

thioking that our Province had been asked to

pay too much, stilt I was in favor of the rail-

road, aud° when Mr. Howe detailed in such

eloqaent terms the prospeeta rising before us,”
and when the hon, member for Yarmouth 'was

so carried away as to be willing to vote for the

Picton railway, 1 shen made a few remarksre-

ferring to the Intercolonial line as uniting #11

the Provinces, and expressing.the hope that it
would give birth to that pew nationality o .
which.gentlemen opposite “have shown them-
soves to be so afraid. I then referred to my
experience in the old country where colonists

weroe treated with indifference, and I said

then 28 I feel now that if we had.a larger

field we would not be tréated with such con-

tempt on the other, side of the Atlantic.

Agaiv, in 1864, when the Provinecial Secretary

moved the resolution in reference to the dele-,
gation-to Prince Edward Island, I endeavored

to express clearly my view on the question,
expressing my regret that matters werg not
in progress for the larger Union.. In 1865,

when, the matter was again before us, 1 de-

liverell'my sentiments as well as I was able

and at length, 80 that I need not have been

chdrged 1ast year with want of deference to

the house, or with want of expression in my

opinions,: ", - T

Als I have slready eaid, I feel as strongly upon

this question as Iever did, and am determined
to support the clause in the speech 2nd to op~
pose the amendment. And now what are _the
arguments which. have been advanced?
of all, it is said thatthe gentlemen who: were
sent on the delegation exceeded their authority.

After the debates of laspyear. in which the. most .

A
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frantic appeals were made to members not to
support the resolution for the delegation, be~
cause the action’of the House would bind the
people and their posterity forever,-and on the re-

" solution being carried, after Mr, Howe had used

the same language throughout the country, I
supposed that it would be fully underataod that
the action of the House. was final: and I was
much surprised to hear gentlemen makiog use
of such an argument on this occasion. Then_
the hon., member spoke of the tyrannical mode
in which the measure had been carried out, and
said he could find no precedent for it until he -
,went back to the history of ancient Rome, and -
compered the act of that Legislature to which
we must all bow to the tyranny of Nero. I
ghmk that such a remark, made among sube
jects of Her Majesty, in reference to such a
Parliament might heve been spared; and I
may here ask if it has not been shown that
every pains were taken, on the part of those
opposed to the _measure, to make members of
the British Parlisament acquainted with tbe
whole subject? We sée that in the House of
Lords the matter was carefully debated. It
hasbeen gaid that on the third reading. when
some - discussion had arisen, a number of
Peers went away ; but we all know what the
third reading of a bill is; we all know that the

, principle is discussed on the second reading,

and on the second reading of this bill the. House
was fuller than it had been for a long time be-
fore. And was there not one present who was
weil acquainted with Nova Scotia? JIf there
was one who might have been expect d to lend

* his assistance to Mr. Howe and the so called

people’s delegates, it would have been our for-
wer Lieut.~Governor, who was so much attach-
ed to his old. Premier; but I do not think a bet-
ter speech could have been given in favour of -
the bill than that which Lord Normanby utter-
ed.- He well knew how parties ran in this coun-
try; he understood -the whole organization of
society here, and knew that this messure was
celeulated"to advance the best interests of the
Province. "What did that noblemansay to those
gentlemen who professed to represent the peo-
ple? He had some knowledge of petitions, and
had come’ to the conclusion that they were prin-
cipally the expression of the opinions of those
gentlemen who got them up. I am somewhat
acquainted with the. petitions which came from
my own constituency; X am awars that there
are anumber of mercantile men in the city op-
posed to Confedération, sand they put their
nawes to the petition as a matfer of course; but
when those oppnsed to the measure went into

- the interior of the western part of the county,

the number of sigpatures ‘was small indged.
Altkough every effort was made, and men:were
hired to go down and obtain the names even of
boys, whole sections refused to sien. Lord
Normanby must have told Mr., Howe that it
wa8 1o.use to come before Parliament with such
petitions; when a.great public measure was
under consideration. C e
The main point upon which the amendment
is b ing pressed is that an appeal should be
made to the poople. I need not trouble the

o

Jinflammstory appeals made?

House with many arguments upon the cone
stitntienai question, becouse that has been ably
handled by gentlemen who preceded me, and
because the member for East Halifax has to a
great extent, given up the point in admittng the .
precedents. Mr. Archibald showed that when
the British Parliament found it necessary to
change the arrangements connected with the
succession to the Crown and to bring in a new
dynasty—when those noble jmen who guarded -
the rightas of the ‘country, and were determined
to get-rid of the Stuart family, had induced
Parliament to adopt their views, there was no
appeal to the people, although the leading men
in the movement knew that their action might
be made a ground of impeachment There was
a Union consummated in the history of Eng-
land to which I may refer, although it is not
exactly a precedent. I refer to the union of
Scotland with England. It was hardly to be
expected in that case that the lesser nation would
have concurred. We all know the spirit of
Scotchmen-—how the ancestors of the men of
that day had, with their backs to the unconque-
rable highlands and their faces to the foe, repel-
led the English invader on every occasion—and
the same spirit led them to oppose the union
witl) England. They feared, as our opponents
profess to do, that the smaller state would. be
swamped by the greater—buf what was the re-
sult? From that day Scotland went on in the
path of improvement, and Sco‘chmen could
take their place with Englishmen in any part of
the world. = One- ¢entleman some time ago
styled the Seotch a race of paupers, but if they
were, they found their way down to rich Eng-
land, and wherever there was an outlet for in-
tellect or industry Scotchmen were to be found
availing themselves of the noble education:
which they had received and of the opp rtuni-
ties of advancement which appeared. From the
date of the union thers has not been a ministry -
in England in which Seotland has been unre-’
present & When the East Indies were open-.
ed to enterprise Scotechmen predominated there;
and at the present day Scotland is one of the
most prosperons parts of Great Britain, This
is, to some extent, a parallel case with ours ex.
cepting that we will have far greater influence
in the United Parliament and a higher position
in every respect; and I'feel that the result will
be in our case still more satisfactory. If wélook
at what an sppral to the pecple really is, we
will gee that it is not in all cases satisfactory.
There were two such appeals in New Bruums-
wick, and the one neutralis 8, the other.  Who |
could tell which exhibited the real feeling of the -
people? In ancient history there is an instance
in which an individual appealed from his sove-
reign drunk to the same suthority sobes.
When was New Brunswick sobér? Was
it when the Frenchmen were told that
they were to be sent to Canada, and the most -
Or was it when
the real enemy was gathering on the frontier,
and the people raw it was necessary to be no
longer isolated ? Then came the strong Ens.
lish feeling and the strong desire to maintaia -
British connection, and the result was that a.’
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" mejority wagreturned in favour of Union. I
would hardly ask, in reference to the greatlead-
er of the Opposition to. Union, when he was in
his sober senses, but I would ask when be was
exercising his best judgment? Was it when,
on former occasions, he spoke so eloguently in

. favour of Union—when he said_ he wished to
visit Cah-da every year; or was it when, a dis

- appointed man, no longer Premier—disappoints

ed even in going to Quebec, when others, to use

a common phrase, had stolen his thunder, he

endeavored to arose hostility to allhis former

< teachings? Wehave had read to us a state pa-

per, called the case of the people, and setting
forth the sentiments of Mr. Howe and his col-
" leagues. Can it be possible that this patriot,
who was once willing to pledge our revenues to

any extent to build the Intercolonial Railway, &

after his ambition was disappointed, was unwil-
ling that we should receive that boon? Iwa;
trained to consider Mr. Howe an able man, but
not one whom it was safe to" follow; and I ean-
not see how those who have been sccistomed
formerly almost to idolize him could now. follow
hig teachings As-regards the prespeets held
out to us by Union, perhaps it is hardly right te

bring them before this House on the present:

question, but the subject has Leen gone inte
and one of the delegates gave us a financial view
of the matter,

The hon. member for Fast Halitax told us
that it was impossible to remain as ‘'we are, ard
he expressed his preference.to see Nova Scotia
as a county of England, like Kentor Surrey. 1
would agree to a large extent with that if it were

- possible, but we-know well what the reslt would
be. Wewould be obliged to bear our share. of
the burdens falling upon us 88 portions ef the
Brittsh Empire, and either the gentlemen com-
posiog this Legislature nor the community out-
side would be willing to enter-into such a union.
It would utterly pro trate all our encrgies to be
placed under such a burden as that would cause.
Bnt thebon gentleman went further, and said
that if we could not become an integral part of

the Empire, rather than go to Canada, he'would

prefer Annexation to the United States I
should like the people to understand this senti=
ment 88 I cannot think that they have made up
their mionds to such au alternative I think
they would prefer the advantages of Confedera-
tion to all the temptations beld out by Mr. Banks
Tt is common for the p-oprietors of newspapers
‘in the Uuited States on the eve of - elections to
put at tbhe head of their columns the motto and
" flag which represent their sentiments. I would
advise the hon. gentieman to put at the head of
his paper the motto; *The United States rather
than Canada,” and to hoist the Stars and Stripes
as his banner and let the people know. what the
true issue is: Canada or the United States I
am for Canada. In connection with this subject
I may say that the only thing which I regret is
the name by which the United Provinces are to
be designated. I would. have preferred
the name-: British America. 1 feel convinced
that under Confederation we are to have such
advantages that even gentlemen opposed to it
will have to acknowledge as Scotchmen after-

watds did in relation to the union wftb-Eng-

-Jand, that it was the making of the couatry.

I see no ground for the assertion that we are -
to lose our liberties,—outr laws will ba as well

-administered as ever,—the loeal legislatures

will have sufficient funds to meet the local
exigencies, aud we will enjoy every privilege
which wé had before. I am convinced that in
this respect our people will hardly know the«
difference. S :

One of my consti{uents said to me the other
day, * What about this Confederation?” I.said
to bim, “You live in the country; you will get
up in the morning and attend to your work;
the same money will bs expended on the roads
and bridges, your children will be eduncated,
and you will never know the difference, except
when you bring your wares to market you wil
ot a double price for them” Mr. Bourinot
told us the otherday what Confederation would
do for Cape Bret..n—that the people of that is-
1and will bave markets they never had before,
and justice will be dore to Cape Breton. I
believe the statement, and further, next to the
county of Halifax, I believe that the county
of Picton wlil receive the largest benefit.
‘What is the ease in that county? I bave been
the instrument, to some small extent already
in bringing Canadian capital into that county-
and I believe its towns will be the scenes -
of busy industry. New Glasgow may have
its tall fac'ory .chimueys, and de the Bir-
mingham of the fature Confederation. And
what about Halifax and the great railway?
I bave only to read Mr. Howe's rpeeches for
a description of what we are to have ' then.
You may take any of the labouring men
upon the streets of our city, and you. will
find that they understand the benefits that
are to ensue,—men who came here with no

capital but their industry, and who have ac-

quired a competeney among ts—men whose .

children are being educated for any position
to which they may aspire, and who are wil-
ling to exert themselves to increase the pros-
perity of the country. And asto our young
men, what great advantages will not they
recetve? The hon. member for London-
derry-said he wished that-we should remain
aswe are. I think we cannat do s, neither
politically nor socially. Does he not know
that, notwithstanding our progress, there is
a constant depletion of our population ow-
ing to our young men leaving us—that they
are abandoning their country and going to
the United States, and that we cannot te- .
tain them until Confederation is accomplish-
ed? I mentioned on a former occasion the
number of Nova Scotians wha had left us,
probably never to return. Iwant to stop
this, and to try to get some of our exiles
back, and I think we can do itin no other’
way. KEven those among us who have ac-
quired fortunes and desire to keep their
means to themselves will. find that their
securities will be far more valuable hereaf-
ter than now. Having made these remarks
from a feeling that I should not allow the



L4t

opportunity to pass in
resume my seat. "

Speech ‘of Mr. Coffin. .

silence, I will now

- Mr. CorrIN said :—I did not -intend to make

any remarks upon this subject, but there are two
-or three matters upon which I wish to make a
few observations; The hon, gentleman who just
.spoke referred to New Bruuswick as having had
two elections before the consummation of this
measure ; the only thing we are complaining ot
is that our government are passing upon it with-
out giving thepeople an opportunity of consider-
ing 1t at thepolls; for I contend that previous
to-the last election no mention of the question
was made to the electors. When the delegates
returned from Quebec the léading men of New

- Brunswiek finding that they could not command

a majority in the Legislature, dissolved the

-House and appealed to the people, when a latge

majority was returned against' them. -Subse-
quently & majority was returned in their fabour,

- but the people of that Province have no reason

to complain. In Nova Scotia the case was quite
different,—the delegates, although the majority
was against them, had not the manliness to go to
thecountry. We only ask that the measure may
be postponed till the proper time arrives for an
election. If the measure were not then sustain-

ed it might at some future period be ratified by .

the people and could then be carried by their
consent., Asit is, you are depriving the people
of their constitution without allowing them'to
speak for themselves;—you are saying-to them,
“you are not fit to judge, we will take away
your privileges and consign you to the care of
other men without asking your.opinion.”. This

' makes the people .go. into the new government

dissatisfied.

- It has been stated here that Mr. Watkins told
the House of Commons that the question had
been before the people, and had been. preached at
every huatings throughout Nova Scotia,—~com-
ing from such authority the statement was no
doubt believed. I need scarcely ask whether the
statement was true or.not. .. But I must say I
felt relieved athearing it. .I thought it a most

arbitrary act on the part of the Imperial Parlia--

ment to pass the bill withont giving us the privi-
ege of being heard, but this piece of information
throws new .light on the proceeding. I know
not whetber this information was given by the
delegates or not—that is for them to say, and

- the responmsibility rests on them.- It has been

i

said that the delegates obtained better terms for
Nova Scotia at the recent Conference than were
allowed us before,—if such be the case the Op-
gosition are entitled to the credit; if there had

een no opposition we would have had the.

Quebec scheme.  That scheme, -howeyer, al-
lowed us certain privileges which we-do not
now possess.. We were to have been al-
lowed to. raise a revenue by ‘some: other
means than direct taxation, and that . privilege
has been taken from us. Last winter we had
before us a bill which was to have put ourmin-
ing ‘operations in'such a position that we would
lose the power from thattime of levying a tax on

coal, byt it was a hard bill to get through the
House, . its passage was not accomplished; but
the delegates. have effected the same purpose in
the conference at.the other side. of the water.
In this connection I conld not help thinking- of '
another bill pressed upon us last year by Mer.
Archibald ; the bill to impose an income tax.

_The friends of this bill were likewise unsuccess-

ful, but perhaps they mean to accomplish their
purpo-e by leaving us without sufficient revenue
to carry on the local departments, and by tak-
ing from us all other means of obtaining a supply
for the treasury, As regards the sllowance to
be made to us by the general government ik is
true some advantag: has been gained. But the
day is not far distant when we may have a po-
pulation of 400,000, and that population will go
on increasing until’ bye-and.bye it will reach -
double that number, and yet: we-will - receive no
more money. - - - e L.

- 1t-may be said that in this respect: Nova Sco-
tia is-served as the other Provinees are; but I
thisk it would have been wise to have arranged -
a sliding scsle, whereby the revenues could be
raised in accordance with the increasing neces-
sity. We will find the arrangement a-poor one
indeed when our people number 800,000- or.1,.
000,000, and have so paliry a-sum ontof: ‘which
to meeét the public wants. One of the delegates
gave us this afternoon some observations upon
the prosperity of Nova Scotia as regards her
shipping, and the decrease of that of the United.
States; We know ‘that from -the beginning
of the war the shipping of that country de-
creased not only from privateering, but by ves-
gels_being transferred to’ the British flag. I
do mnot think ‘that in the. siatistics. that
were given 'allowance was made : for the shipe
ping :under the . flags of foreign nations that
will ‘go_back -as soon as circumstances are
favorable. Takingallthese circumstances into
consideration, I think: that the prosperity of
the American: marine is not so small as if
would seem. It is true that we can baild two
ships-in Nova Scotia -for one in. the United
Btates, but one of their ships when built is
worth two of ours.. Taking everything-iiito
consideration, I think it is appareut that the
Union will be consummatei-~that we ate to
try 2 new state-of things; but as Lhave al-
ready said, Ifeel relieved at hearing that the
British Parliament acted under false informa-
tion,and I am convincsed that if the truth had
been known, an opportunity would have been
allowed us of saying whether we consented or
not to unite our fortunes with those of the
other Provinces. : . '

. ~ Speech of Mr. Tobin. S
. Mr. TOBIN said :~I have so often spokern.on
on this guestion that I feel it is quite unne-
cessary for me to address the House to-night
at any great length, It will -be remembered
that when- this subject was nnder discussion
during the last session of the legislature I was
go indisposed that on the 1ast night when the
division-was taken I was scarcely able -tout-
ter a word. While that :snbject was under
disenssion, neither the leader of “the govern-
mwent nor_any supporter of the governmient
knew .which. way [ was going to vote. I have
advocated, however, this: Union since I firat
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entered public life, Indeed I have advocated
it even before I had the honour of a- seat iu
this House. I believe that I was mainly in-
strumental to the bringing. forward of the re-
sol,uti&n which was moved by Mr. Howe in
1861, At public meetings in this city, in Wind-
) I have addressed
large andiences, and received from them the
kindest attention. After a fair discuesion of
this question, I bave invariably found the peo-
ple of this country in favour of Union. On
every occasion when I came before the elec-
tors of the city of Halifax and of the Western
division, I advocated & Union of:the British
Anmerican Provinces. . 'I have been sustained
at three elections—at two by large majorities,
and at the last without opposition. 8o far as I
am personally concerned I assume all the re-
sponsibility of my position, and I advocate this
Union because I believe it is for the Hest in-
terests of British America. Y believe that the
time has come vhen we must enter on a new
state of political- relations with each other.
Look at this House, to-day are :we not adtu-
ally bursting our shell? Is there room for the
hon. gentlemen who come hers from the differ-
ent counties? See how the desks are crowded
into the lobby. Therefore, I say, we have nut-
grown our condition, and require expansion.
‘We must do like the Massachusetts man: when
the village becomes too large he emigrates to
the West. "'We must look to the  great West
which opens before us and cultivate tradeand
intercourse with its people.’ . :

Wo are taunted with endeavoring to take
away the privileges of the people, and transfer
them to Canada. What is the fact? We give
19,000 square miles, and get in return 400 000
squara miles.  If we transfer our revenue to
Canada, shall we not have a share in her re-
venue? All the revenues 6f ithe Provinces
are to be put-into a common treasury for the
benefit of all. Each county of Nova Scotia
now contributes to, and ' gets a share of the
treagiry of Nova Scotia. In the same way
each Province will contribute to, and obtain a
share of, the general treasury of the Counfeder-
acy- Whatis the firet object’ to which our
common fupds are to contribute? Itis the In-
tercolonial Railway, which is going to bring
the whole of the great West immediately into
connection with us—to distribute merchandize
from one end of the Confederacyto the other.
Let me turn your attention in another direc-

tion.  Who are the men in this house whobave

" voted to refer this question to the British Go-

verzment? Letme just look across the floor,
and whom do I see? An hon. gentleman re-
presenting .the great agricultural county of
Kings—representing in himse!f wealth, intel
ligence, and ability. Let me look at Annapo=
lis, and I find two members -of that fine agri-
cultural county 2lso in' favor of unipn. hen
I cast my eye down thé list, I see gentlemen
representing the great coal as well as the fish-
ing'interests of thig -province, all of them ar-
rayed in support of this great.measure of pro-
gress. I find that only two' counties, through
their representatives, +voted- unanimously
against the yesolution of last winter. I confess
that at one time, in.order to fput ‘down nglta-
tion on this question, my judgment inclined
e to go to the polls; but whenI come to look at

_¥he position of things in this' house, I feel

would be worse thau the infallible juryman if
I expected to bring over thirty gentlemen

'to my opinion.

T have listened attentively to the arguments
offered to the house since tlie debate com-
menced, and especially to those advanced by
my hon. friend the member for East Ha-
lifax, who was one of the *People’s Deale-
gates,” in corapany with a gentleman whose
talants I admire 2ud for whom I entertain tho
highest respect. What view did that hon.
member present of the constitutional aspect of
this question? I think that the pleasant time
he spentin Kew Garden and Bushy Park, or.

erhaps the omnibuses rolling down Piccadil-
y, mudt have driven all arguments out of his
head. T thidk that mdy hon. friend might have
availed himself of the opportunities within hig .
reach in\the great English metiopolis, and
goarched out-some precedents and authority
for the course he wishes us to pursue. .As re-
spects my hon, friend from Yarmouth, he is
true to his text. - He has always been opposed
to railways and all measures of progress; in-

.point -of fact, he thinks Yarmouth the hub of

the Province, and that we shounld always be
tied to the old s‘age coach: and 'move to the
musical notes of the wooden axle. Now I
think that the time has come to' 'give up such
antiquated notions; and I hope-and trust the
gentlemen who will be sent to represemt the.
people at Ottawa—if that is the reat of govern-
ment—will reflect the intelligence aud ability
of the country, and be in every way qualified
to promote it8 best interests, - o

- There was another question to which my

‘hon. friend alluded, and-that was the  Orga-

nization of the Empire” according to the pro-
gramme issued by Mr, Howe. However high-
1y I value that gentleman’s opinion—however
much I may esteem him, I cannot kelp believ-
ing that it i8 & scheme of an entirely impracti-
cable character. Suclris the opinion, indeed,
of every public man and publicist everywhere
mirho hasgiven the subject the least considera-
tion. ’

If there is one section of this Province more
likely than another to be benefited by this -
Confederation, it is the city of Halifax. 'This
must be the emporium, whence, will be distri-
buted over the Confaderacy all the merchan--
dize brought to our shores. Trade mustbe
developed. to an infinite degree, labour will ba
developed, in factall classes and interests will
receive & valuable impulge. Our port will be
fllled with shippiog. and our wharves and
warehouses groan with the merchandize that
will be required for-the Gonfederation. I never
¢ould undetstand how certain persons in Ha-
lifax have oppored the scheme of Union, Per-
haps I may stand almost alone in the profes-
sion. to which I belong. - There ave agreat
many intelligent merchants I know opposed to
it, but-I canno understand the reasons thatin-
fluence them. No man is infallible, and some
may not take that broad and generous view
of questions which men in a different. position
of life can and do take on subjects of this kind.
There 18 another question to which I have often
referred, and that is, the position of our young
men.  What ig there to excite ambition among
our younz men in the existing econdition of
thinga? The avenues to employment ave har-
row and confined. I regret.to say that Iknow
of many young men belonging:to the réspec-
tive professions whose energies are paralyzed
for want of safficient emnloyment, and of .those
objects of ambition which are open. to them in
other countries, ’ :
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An allusion having besn made to the fran--
chise Jaw, I must say that that wasan act
passed. in this Legislature from which I strong-
ly dissented. ' I have labored not so much per-
haps in public as other ways to have this ob-
noxious measure repealed.” I am still a8 anxi-

~_ous ag ever-to-see it .strack off the statute

book; for I wans the men who sent me here to

pass upon wy public acts during the past four
years. - ’ :

Since the house adjourned last year 1 Lave,
had an opportunity of visiting Canada. I was

- at Ottawa when the Legislature was opened,

. taken my passage in the Cunard steam-

and when the Fenian execitement prevailed I°
was also.at Malone -and along’ the line; but
nuthing gave meé greater pleasure during my
visit than the manner in which tha Ottawa
Parliament was opened.- I passed through

- Canada and looked upon its- fertile. fields, its

vast resources; and its 'great -commerce—its
bardy and thrifty pbpualation—its noble cities
renlete with energy and énterprize. )
Jtis only requisite for any ouve to pass
throngh Canada to see that it is a country with
which we ouglit to -bd proud. to jorm a‘'close
alliance. I passed into the United States, and
on my retarn I had the honor of meeting at
Portland the Provincial Seoretary and Mr.
Archibald, and we- had a very pleasant time
as far as 8t. John, and then we wentup to
Fredericton, and whilst they were in com--
munication with the members of the New
Brunswick Government, T drove around the
little capital of the sister Province. I waa de-
lighted to see so fine a country, suckfine resi-
dences, and so highly an intelligent people,
Previous to going to the United States, I 'Ead—

er for the 19th of July, but had no idea thatI

-would have had the honor of travelling in

company with the delegates to England. It
appears, however, that when I got on board:T
found four or five gentlemen from Nova Scotia
and my hon, friend from East Halifax as well.
‘We had a very pleasant passage .across the
Atlantie. I wen' ashore at Cork and passed
through the old land, and then I left for Lon-
don, where I saw my hon friends at the Alex--
andra Hotel very comfortably situated,
though it i8 true they appeared- a” litfle disap-
nointed at the non' arrival of their ‘Canadian
frienda. s i ‘
As regards the present guestion, I will take
the whole responsibility of voting against’
this resolution. I must confess that I'havea
very high respect for -the hon.-gentleman
who moved ‘this resolu'iom, but ‘we ouglit
not to put ourselves in the position of the.
people of New Brunswick. Suppose wa car-
ried that resolution, what spectacle would the
housé present? Suppose the people, through
mistaken notions; and by the infinence of the
press, undertoolr to: turn’ out the majotity of*
their. present repregentatives that are in favor

_ of union; and :suppose. that*in the course of

eleven months. they reversed their ‘ verdict,

“and sent theit old friends to the wall, what &

spectacle we would present to ‘the world! If
we voted for the ‘amendment ‘we would onky
staltify ourselves—~makean exhibition of our-
selves, thas 1 trast for the sake of our self-res-
pect we will never be guilty of. Aftér the very
able speech delivered by the Provincial Sec-
retary, in. which he reviewed the whole subject
fom its inception up to the present time, and
presented the constitutional aspect so clearly

| .
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and foreibly, that 1o man can fail to under-

stand it; after the able .and elaborate address

. of the hon. member for South Colshester, (Mr,

Archibald), who is g0 well qualified to speak
on this matter, I feel that it is. altogether su-
perflous for me to say much on this question. -
Indeed these speeches must have fully convin-
ced the house of the unconstitutionality of the
courre proposed by the  hon. member_ for

.- Guyshoro’, and of the false position .in which
. the majority would place this Legislature if .

they supported his amendmeat.

Speech of Mr. Annand.’ -

Mr. ANNARD said--As no other gentleman
geems inclined to continue the debate, and hav-
ing been frequently referred o by hon. mem-
bers opposite, ia terms inviting reply, I feel
that I would ill discharge my dity to my con-
stitnents and myself if X did not at once
meet some of the arguments addressed to the

_house.  And in so doing. allow me to refer to

the laat speaker first The liob. member for
West Halifax, Mr. Tobln, alluded to my so-
journ it _the mother country, and playfully
suzgested that my visits to Kew Gardeus and

“Park, and dinners-at the Star and Garter,had

made me insensible to the force of the argn-
ments in favor of the change in out institu-
tions which he and his associates are o anxi-
ous to accomplish. And in the same spirit
I -veply that I had the pleasure, besides.
geeing. my hon, friend at those 'celebrated
localities of meeting nearly nll the Delegates
in: those classic gardens of Cremorne, and of

_yisiting the hon. member himself at “ Half- .
‘mcon Btreet”—a_very suggestive-name; but 1"

hope not an appropriate one in regard to the
hallucinations with which he appears afflict--
ed, as to the rights of the people of this

* gountry upon the question now under consi-

deration. “The hon. member seems to think
that after seven months’ gojoutn in the me-
tropolis of the world, surrounded by elevating
objects, and enjoying the society of the fore-
mest: people in the universe, I'should have
come back with larger ~views, and prepared
to support this scheme 6f Contederation. Sir,
I did not go to England to enlarge my views,in
présence of which thisCanadian scheme dwarfs
into insignificance; I did not go there to learn
the doctrines which I hold respecting the Or-

ganization of the Empire-—to make'the nation”

to which we all ‘acknowledze a:commeonr alle-
giance fearless. of aggression, and invulnera~
ble in Britain’s vast domain. Ihad rgad up
to that point years befors, and although the
proposition to make the Empire éne and in-
divisible may be ridiculed lLere, the time may
come, and I venture to predict “will come,
when justice will be done to the few; perliaps
the very:few, who preferred the organization-
to;the dismemberment of the Empire, S8ir,
we now belong. to the greatest nation of ‘thése
modern times, and whit ‘moro',dp‘ wé require?
TUnion. with Canada-~an insignifiéant portion
of a confederacy of four millions of people, un-
ablo tp protect themselves from aggréssion
and conquest? - No; what we should aim at i
the consolidation of tl e Empire—the elevation
of the colonist to the same status. as an Eng-
lishman ; and by giving us & voice in 'the great
agsembly of the nation, make every Nova
Scotian 'feel, and every Englishman foel, too,
that we are mnot -inferiors but' equalg; and
equally entitled with themselves to the onors
and distinctions of the Crown. ‘ Voo

!
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_These wers my feelings when I went to
England, and they are my feelings now. Ibe-

long to the greatest Confederacy the world

ever saw — to England, with her fifty Colo-
nies in every part of the globe —to a nation
with two hundred and fifty millions of peo-
ple, and London for our capital. ‘Gentlemen

" opposite talk of the expense, of the taxation

or defence, that would resnlt from represen-
tation in the Imperial Parliament. But have
they ever thought of the enormous taxes we
will have to Pay when we are Confederated,
when we will bave to provide means to erect
fortifications and support our own army and
‘navy? It is right, sir, that we :should pay
guch reasonable sum as we can afford for our
défence. 'Weo must pay to somebody, and the
Question for us to consider is to whom that
_contribution should he made. Wa might pay
to the United States, which is able to proteot
us, but this could only be done at the sacri-
fice of our allegiance, and is therefore out of
the question We pay to Canada, but it is evi-
dent that, with-her long and exposed froutier,
* she is unable to defend herself, and therefore
is in no condition, even after the most lavish

expenditure_ of money, to protect us. But I’

would -pay to neither. I would pay to Eng-
land—not pound for ponnd with the people of
the British Islands, with_their vast accumu-
lations of property and concentration of
weéalth—but such sum 88 .a comparatively
poor country, with a sparve population, could
afford to pay. With these views I visited the
mother country; I cherish them still, and will
continue to do 80 until they are crushed out by

tyranny and oppression, in preference to those :

which are gaid to animate Some gentlemen on
these benches who favor Confederation as the
readiest mode of anuexing these Colonies to
tbe United States. ’

Our merchants have been referred to—and
who more competent to judge of. the merits
of such a measure? Wbho more acute and
more likely to arrive at 2 Sound judgment?
These men, by patient industry, have built
up fortunes in the community, and what posi-
tion have they taKen in reference to this ques-
tion? On the seaboard line of Halifax, from the
Dockyard to Moren's. wharf, not more than
half a dozen can be found to support the Con-
federation of the Provinces. The wealth, the
stamina, the bone aund sinew of the country are
againstthis scheme of Union One hon. gentle-
man amused me by asking what was there
among us to satisfy the ambition of our'young

. men,
confederated ? Gentlemen talk as if Canada was
a foreign country, and as if, at present, we
could not go there.and embark in any branch
of business whenever it may suit us to do so.

Is it not notorious that the .young men of

QOanada are orossing by hundreds and thou-
sands to the United States, in much larger
numbers than from the seaboard Provinces?
Our Provinee is too-small now for some peo-
ple, but I wonld like to know the country
under the sun where men, with steady indus-
try and strict economy, can more ‘readily ac-
wlm independence.. My hon, friend from

o8t Halifax was a young man himself when
he firat came here, and the country would
appear to have been large enough for him to

acquire, in a comparatively short time, & hand-

some fortune and a position which we all hope
hie may live long to enjoy. And if disposed, I

‘What more will there be when we are:

N

could point to dozens of that gentleman’s fel-
low-countrymau, who at no distant period
landed upon our shores, poor but industrious
men, who have become weaithy, and who, with
my hon. colleague, have noreason to complain
thatlt’;he country in which it was made was too
small, -

Reference has been made to the franchise
law, and I am not 8orry it was made. I was
one of the Government that introduced the
bill, and Mr. Archibald and the Provinecial
Secretary, now colleagues, were the two an-
tagonists who fought out the question in this
Assembly. The former gentloman was then
Attorney General,—he was the father of the
bill,:—he pressed i's acceptance upon the Gov-
erpment, but I am willing to take my share
of the responsibility attaching to a measurs,
which if bad the majority opposite have it in
their power to repeal. 'If the franchise act is,
as they say, distasteful, why mot bring in a
bill to repeal it? If such a bill were intro-
duced T would allow the gentleman who ori-
ginatpd the term * gutter men” and his new
friend .the Provincial Secretary to fight it
out and would net oppose it. I am willing
to try out this question mnon the old fran-
chise, and see if the majority of the men who
returned this Assembly are or are not in fa-
vor of Confederation. The gentleman who
preceded me took passage to England in the
same steamer as that in which I went. T en-
joyed his dociety during the voyage. but did
be visit Fingland as his position entitled him
to. He is a prominent supporter of the Gov-
ernment, perhaps the mot influential in their
ranks, He is beside a merchant of standing
in the community, and to the shame of the
Government be it told that_neither bhe nor
any’ other merchant was ap‘i)ointed -on the
delegation. Five lawyers and a doctor were
selected to. change the -constitution of the
Province, No one identified with the com-
merce of the country, its fisheries or agricul-
ture need apply-—and the lawyers and the
docter had it all to themselves. My hon.
friend has faily ‘earned his pogition—and.
why, I ask, was he treated, as I know he was,
firat’ by the Government who ignored his
claimis when here, and. then by the Dalgates
on the other sile. 'We have heard of the fes-
tivities at_Stowe and other places, but who
‘aver -heard. of that gentleman being included
in theinvitations? And if not, why not? I
think  that those gentleman having secured
his support, the least they could have done
was to have paid him that attention to which.

‘his talents and position fully entitled@ him. It

has beeu asked, wha$ position. will we be in if
we carry this amendment? We will ‘be
sitnated just in this way: that while the result
is trembliug in the balance, before the bill is
assented to by the'Commons, we can telegraph
across the Atlantic to say:. “The Parliament
of Nova Scotia have declared the right of the
people to speak on the subject:” "When_that
message arrived all action wonld be stayed and
the Imperial Government would await the de-
liberate opinion of the people of this country.
‘We will then have done justice to the men
who sent us here—~who did not give us aun-
thority to .change the coustitution, but to
make laws under the conafitution ‘which we
now enjoy. The bon. gentleman who spoke
firat this evening (Mr. S8bannon) alluded to
the union of Scotland and England as a case .
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analogous to ours;—but let me point out one
or two digtinctions. England and Scotland
had been at war for centuries, and they
formed parts of the same island. Scotland
gave England a King, she was without colo-
nies, and by the offer to ahaje the trade of the
larger kingdom bad evgfy inducement to
union with England. eso were the argu-
ments addressed to the Beottish mind, and we
must all admit their force; but what has Oa-
nada to offer us? Does she offer ug addition-
al trade with colonies from which we wero
previously excluded? Have we ever been at
war with her? Are we part of the samse Is-
land? ‘And instead of our giving her king
will she not lord it over us? Is her geogra-
phical position like ours? Nature evidently
formed the- Island, now England aund Scot-
land to be under one government, but with
a narrow strip of land connecting the Mari-
time Provinces with Canads, in many places
not ‘more than twenty-six to thirty miles

--wide, 1s it not evident that geography pro-

tests against the union of Provinces, whose
railways and telegraphs in time of war could
be severed in fifty places, and all communics-
tion intercepted: We-are asked to be united
to a country which is frozen np five months in
the “year, which has no itrade to offer us of
which we cannot avail ourselves now. More
than that,-Scotland went into the union with
the advantagein a pecuniary point of view,
and wa go into Confederation with the money
part of the arrangemeudt all in favour of Cana-
da—so that the cases instead of being paraflel,
are entirely opposite. We being a maritime
and eonsuming people, will consume, man for
man, $3 for every $1 consumed by Lower Ca-
nadians, and more than even the better class
of Upper Canadians. Tn the face of these facts
I think the hon gentleman bas not shown that
the measure s desirable from a commercial
roint of view, nor yet.in relation to defence.
Reference was also made to the banner which
I should hereafter display. I am notprepared
‘to elevate any banner but the one ‘we¢ now
have. .I prefer to:-remain:as I am until a
change is. forced upon we. I am opposed to
annexation to the United States as well as to
union with Canada; but I think it may be eas-
ily shown that every argtument that can be
found in favour of the smaller Coatederation
would apply with greater force to the larger.
Let me, while upon this branch of the subject,
read an extract from the case of the Maritime
" Provinces, and I will not shrink from defend-
ing every line and word that that document
contains i~ ) S
“Tha terms offered to the Maritime Provinces are
far more:Jiheral than those grudgingly yielded by the
Canadians, Let.us contrast them. DBy Gen. Banks's
bill Nova Scotia would at cnce secure free trade with
thirty-four millions of people, whose matkets are sos

.~ caseible at all seasons, instead of with three millions,

who.arefrozen up for half the year, and in summer
oan only be got at by a long tedious river navigstion.
They would participate In the American fishing
bounties 8o long a8 thesa last. They wotild secure
protection abroad, which the Canadians eanxot give
them. Capital would flow in srom Boston and New
York to work their mines and employ their water-
- power. Canada has none to spare Turnivg from
materis}: to politjoal fnterests, how would matters
stand? Nova Sgetia would enter the Ucion ns a
State clothed with the accustomed rights, and guard-
ed by recognized 'securities. Bhe would select her
own governors, jndges and senators, uncontrolled by
any Kederal authority. -All these, by the Quebeo

echeme, are to be seleuﬁed for her by the ruling, par-

ties at Ottawa; and, while she eleoted all her
state legislators and officers, the Supreme Cg;'%
should proteot har in case-of collision or encroach-
ment.!”’” * LR » L L) * -
¢ With all the temptations offered us at Waehing-
ton, we aek slmply to be let alons, or we ask to be
folded to our mother’s bosom, and not east out into
the wildernuss of untried experiments and politieal
speculation. Nova Scotia says to Epgland, 23 Ruth
6aid to Naomi, ** Where you ge wo will go; your
people shall be our psople ” This love and aflaotion
spring from a thousand ronrces that we nea L not lin-
ger to desoribe, but which it would be a fatal mistake’
to supposs oan ever ba transferred. - You cannot en-
dorse our hearts or our allegianca over to the Cana-
O e Ortaren with the pistoE o rAavesta village
f e historic interest an
tions that cluster around London.” @ assool-

These lines were penned in London,—1I en-
dorse every ward of them here and continue to
avow that every material advantage offered by
Confederation with Canada is offered to ns with
much greater -inducement by Confederation
with the United States. But I am ‘opposed to

_both. -I have never sat down to calculate the
advantages which annexation would' bring to
us. [ never had any desire to do so, but have
deliberately shrunk from the task, because I am
too much attached to British institutions. I
preter the Eritish form of government and will'
not yield it up until I am compelled, but I can-
not shut my eyes to the commercial udvantagea,)
of closer connection with the United Statesd
while my sympathies are all with England.—

- Mr. Shannon said that he disliked the name Ca-
nada as applied to.the new Dominin. In that
particufar he and I entirely agree, but it would
Dot rave done to have called it British America,
for the time is coming, owing to the Confeder-
ation scheme, when we will not be British, when
we will be nothing but Americans. Tbhe change

_ of the names of the Provinces shews that we are

. to be made a Colony ot Canada, and I should
like to hear some gentleman rise and reply on
that branch of the question  But the hon, gen-
tleman has defended the scheme prepared in
England as superior to the scheme laid before
us by the delegates to Quebec. It will beres. -
membered that the Quebec scheme left the Pro-
vinces concurrent jurisdiction in reference to-
the fisheries, but by the London arcangement

. the matter has been removed from the control
of the local legislatures so_that an agricultural -
country having no immediate interest in the .

- fisheries and possessing-a tonnage ouly equal to

_half that of Nova Scotia, is to control an: inter-

_est deeply affecting the people of the four Marie
time Provinces. The government of Canada,
in the hope 'of cone liating' the American go-
vernment, last year.compelled us to give up our
fisheries for the paltry consideration of 50 cents

. per ton while a tax of $2 per barrel was imposed .

upon our mackerel. What decurity have we

that they will not surrender our entire interests
in this particular to the Americans? And who
can doubt that the agricultural counties in-the
rear with their large representation in the Con-
foderate Commons, will receive far more con-
sideration than the seaside Provinces with their -

“handtul of members ? o .

The hon. member for South Colchaster, Mr.

-Archibald, with singular inconsistency, says in

one breath. we fust.be a new nation; and in the -



LY

next that our relations with.the Mother Coun-

_ try will not be changed by Confederation. I

. 1axes and the making of laws;
would now have been a part'of the British Em-.

join issue with him upon both points. We want
1o new. nationality. We are well encugh as
weare, and although I think it would have been

wise to bave. legislatively united the Maritime
Provinces in one Government under the Crown,.

I cannot _concur with those who wish to make
these Provinces independent of the Mother
Couatry. . :
Weall know how the American Colonies were
“lost to England, which probably never would

have happened had the sage advice of ‘such

" men a3 Adam Smith been taken, and a voice’

given to the old Colonigs in the imposition of
These Btates

pire,and that Empire_ ‘would now be invincible
against the entire universe What power would
dare to assail the Empire if these, the now two

_ greatest nations in the world, were one. Our

true policy I contend, and our duty as British
subjects are, not to dissever tho Empire, but to
share the fortunes of England, to cling to, and,
if need be, to defend her, I'differ entirely from
those who advocate the dismemberment of the

Empive, and I believe . this: Cofederation -

scheme to be the beginning of the decline and
fall of that great country of which we are all so
fond. How long will the West Indies be re-
tained when we are gone? And willnot the cry
then come up for new nationalities and indépen-

/ﬂe‘nce from the Australian Colonies and the

Cape. New Zealand and the smaller Colonies
. will cateh.the . infection, and when all is' gone
this now powerful and noble Empire will be re-
duced to two small islands  Against.this fatal

for instance, propose that tha Lieut. Governor,
instend of being nominated by the Governor-
General, should bs elected by the people—and I
can fancy that such a proposal might be ‘made
—at its first meeting here, the conflict that

_would in such s case ebsue between the various

legislative bodies would result in serious collis<’
ion—perhaps smash the whole confederacy into
pieces. Suppose a résolution were adopted de-
claring that the senators should be elected—and
X may here say that -such a change would be a
misfortune to some peraons who have stood for
a day on the hustings aad only secured a hand-
ful of votes—youw, will then be creating mota
monarchy, bat a republic—a poor. imitation o
that of Mexico, to be crumpled up whenever
the American eagle chooses to grasp it in its
talons. . ) ) ' )
Our relations with England wiil not, we are
told, be changed by Confederation, Were that
statement corrcect, half -my objectionis would be
removed, But what are the facts? At the
present moment the humblest Nova Scotian, the
poorest man in the land, if he has & grievance
to rédress, if he has received injustice at the
hauds ot the local government, has the privi-
lege of appeal and laying his ¢omplaint at the

‘foot of the throne. That is the position now.

But the moment the Confederation Bill becomes
law, all communication between the pzople of
Nova Scotis and the Home Government will be
effectually cut off, and instead of appealing o’
his'Queen at Windsor, he will hava to go cap in
hand'to the Governor General at Ottawa. We
are'now a colony of Great Britain, but under.
Confederation we will be a dependency of Ca-
nada. And yet the-learned member for Col-

policy, the inevitable result as I believe of this
Confederation scheme, I sincerely and solemnly
protest. It is said that in- twenty years our
population will be eight or ten millions, enough
to maintain our independence’ as a nation, but
we.may be assured that by that time the popu-

lation of the United -States, .recruited from the’

old,world, most of whom prefer.to go thes, will
more likely be sixty-eight- or eighty miliion,

- making the discrepancy between that couatry

aod ours greater instead of less than now. I

vepeat what I said last night, that these Mari-

time Provinces m'.st belong to either England
cr the United States,—we caunot belong to

Canada, nor can we form a new nation. You’

may call the Confederation. that is to be, mone
archical, with a
but it must become a Republic ’
Look at the clduse of the bill which refars to
the appointment of Senators: 72 of them are’ to

be created in one batch for life,—and what mare

likely than a dead Inck between them and the
House of Commons? And if 80. how is it to be
overcome? I never was in favour. of the Upper
House being electiv, .as far as regards Nova
Scotia, while our institutions wers monarchical;
but under Confederation I should say, by all

_mesans Jet them' go out in rotation, so that that

brasch may be influenced by public opinion.
s it not evident that when the-embryo republic
is fairly in operation, if the local Legislaturés,

Governor-General, at its head, -

chester says our position in -relation to England
will be the same! : .

‘The hon. gentleman 'referred to a remark
made by me last evening, respecting a tyraunni=
cal mzjority, and commented on the apparent
inconsistency of an observition ‘in' reference to
the mode in which Countéderation was carried
in the néighbouring Province. How was the
measure carried there? * Mr. Tilley, man like,
as he always is, appeal -d to the people and was
defeated. I give him credit for.the ingenuity-
by which he converted a minority into a.majo-
rity, but I cannot-shut my eyes:to the fact that
but for the unconstitutibnal action of the Govers
nor, who browbeat the Council by whonxhe was
sarrounded, using. this Queen’s name unfairly,
taking advantage of Fenian threats, holding out

* the ideéa that Confederatjon was the only means
- of procuting .the Intercolonial Railway, the ex~

penditure on which would make everybody rich,
and make Ne » Brunswick a gicat country,—
only for these influences, . even . Mr.; Tilley’s.
clever strategy and perseverance would have
failed. The history of tliat period has yet to be
written, but I do not hesitate to say that if New
Brunswick had not beén operated upon in & way
anything but creditable: to the chief actorsin

"that Province, I do not believe that the resolu.

tion .of 1ast session. would have been ‘adopted..
.The hon, member for South: Colchester re«

X , loc : marked that if ‘ever - thete ' wau & period when
pressed by theit various constituenciés; should

the :Addericatis had ‘an opportunity of coming
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in and buying up the Provinces it was the pre revenue in both those years, notwithstanding
sent time. when we are on the eve of an elec- which the revenue has largely incressed in both
tion. I canfancy an essier inode than by go- of them and our financial position materiaily
ing to the polls to corrupt the country. It improved,—and I am glad of it. S

might, perhaps, be easier to buy a majority of o heara good deal about able financiers,
this House in favour of Confederation than to' but in most cases the 'men, who earn that name
purchase a majority of the electors ; and when are those who can convert a deficit into a sur-

7w’ ~-the-time comes, if it should ever come, for buy- plus—the Galts and mén of . that stamp—who

ing up not only this Province, but the entire hoast of an increase of revenue over expendi-/
Confederdcy s very different system will be ture when the credit of the countryis atits lowest'
purgued from that which the hon. gentleman ebb, and the Government is forced to borrow
suggests—it is so much easier buying wliolesale money at ruinous rates of interest. The hon,
than by retail. ) " member for Colchester has favored us with a

American diplomatists, with their ingevuity long arzay of figures from the Toronto Globe, in

" and with the large means of corruption in their which it is attempted to be shown that the Ma~

hands, will say, “Come in and enjoy fellowship ritime Provinces have received more than their
with ue. You are only four millions of people, , share of money, and Canada far less, by the
we are thirty-four millions. Come and have change in the flnancial arrangements. ' The
free trade with us; we are your natural custom~ caleulation of the Globe is ingenious, and may
ers; there are no markets like ours. Our taxa- haveits eftect in Canada, in i censing the peo-
tion is enormous, but inten years it will be re-:-ple of that Province against the Government to
diiced o e half; and the increase o° our popula= which Mr. Brown is-determinedly opposed, but"

~ tionin twenty years will extinguish it altoge- it can hardly imposs upon any one in-this couns

ther.” That is the way in which these Colo- try. The papers’ on the table show that our
nies may-be dealt with when confederated; and * Customs revenue alone increased $372,000 since -

- —thtig- may be & good resson why the name Cana- 1863, the year. selected 'as the: basis of the

da has been substituted for that of British Ame~ amount to be paid for the support of the local
rica. Mr. Archibald referred to Governor Governments. That amount has been expend-
Banks—our ally, a3 he'is-pleased to term him. ed in enlarging our humane establishments,
Is Mr. Baoks in favor of the organization of the upon education, roads and bridges; ferries, &e.

Empire? _ T Where would the $872,000 hiave gone if we
Mr. AronIBALD ~~Thé'hon. member is alone were that year confederated with Canada ?—
upon that question. ' " Where but into the Canadian treasury, and. so

Mr. ANNAND.~Even if I was, T would not be . with every increase of revenue @ all time to
discouraged. It is not the first time I was in a come. Iknow it will be said that our surplus
minority of one, and I had not to wait long be= revenue will:form*.a * cominon fund.” True,
fore the friends'who left me for the moment the fund ‘miay be common, but the question for
were forced to admit that I was right. I was in us to ask ourselves is: How much are we to
aminority of one—1Istood alone—at a celebrat- got - back- when the money is in the Federal"
ed meeting Iast winter at which that hon, gen~ chest, for local purposes 2 It is vain to deceive '

"~ tleman was present, and if my advice-had been ourselves on'this pbitit—tite Confederation Bill

taken, as it ought to bave:been;: it would not settles the qi!es,t.ivmi.‘ :
have been in the power ‘of the aithorities gn:' . Whatever may be our wints and necessitied,
both sides of the water to say thut thieleaders-of: every farthing required for local purposes over-
the Opposition, as well as the leaders of the'Go* ' and-abova the 80 cents & heid and the $60,000 a
verhment - were all in.favor of:Confederation. ' year, must be raised by direct taxation, land by -
.The hon. member took exception tomiy cdl= direct taxation ‘alone. -'My hon "friend from
culations and referred to the Hon. George Brown: Shelburne referred- this- evening to the coal
ag -a great. authority, - I ,admit the authority: 'mines, upon which we uiight, if severely press-
That gentleman -is one of the: ablest-public men ed, bave raised -additional revenue,. but even’
in Canada, and is rarely wrong on questions of ' that privilege accorded by the Quebec scheme,
finance, norie he far wrong in the figures refer” - ot imposing an export dnty, has been taken -
red,{p althoughtbereis an errorof $18,829, the away from the local and handed over to the ge«
total amount we-are to receive being -$380:000 : nerat government.- We give-Canads the power
instead of $393,820. ag stated in'the - Globe, when' t0 tax ohe of our chief exports ; and' we are -
our population reaches400,000. But the hon. then:asked to be thankful'for a few cents addi-
member for Colchester is, or was, a great autho- -tional per head.. Let meigive the' mémber for
rity on finance. The Provincial Secretary; his -South- Colchester ‘anothier *calculation, one to .
former opponent, but -now' his' leader, "dubbed 'which I challenge 4 reply. I am now address-
him the “Figure Man® of the'late Government— ing myseélf 1o the people:of this country, whe, if
that gentleman is very dextercus in’-boxing -not familisr with the teachings of Hafla d.
figures, to borrow an expression from the other ' Blackstonoand other constitutional authorities;
side; but, somehow 'or other; ke is rarely -right which have been‘quoted against their liberties; '
in his calculations. The Financial' Secretary - well understand transactionss in money in which
will remember the gloomy. forebodings of: the' their pecuniary. interests are nvolved. S
hon. member, for. South . Colchestér in 1865 .and-  -Last year we gave in rouud numbers $800,000
1866,~that we ware- on-the eve ‘of a financial ‘for local purposes—mark, for strictly local pur~

. crisis ~—and his:confident and reiterated predic~ : posés . Now let us ses what we ave to ret:_a‘i‘v;g-;

_ tions that there would be a large fallingioffinn the under Confederation:— - . k
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.- And first, there 1 theéto centsfs head, $264,686 - streets. Another delegate is a born Yankee;
' Then there is the grant.for expenses

of the Local Government, 60,000
And lastly, there is to be a'{urther al-

lowanc of €0 cents a head unfil our -

populafion reaches 400,000, which I -

throw in, although we are notlike -

}y to receive it until-the decennial -
~ “censugtakes place in 1873~ Ao - 65,814
-  $?980,000
Add to'this the Jocal revenne for the
miges, crown. lande, &¢., which I N :
. put down at RN 165,000
And we hava a total revenue of $535,000

with which to pay $800,000, the sum appropria~
‘ted for local objects last -year, showing a de

ciency of $285,000 the very first year, and be-
fore the high tariff of Canada, the stamp duties,
the newspaper fax, and the other-ingenious ex-
pedients for raising money are broughtinto ope-~

ration. I have said that the total revenue from’
all sources will be.$535,000. Let us see how.
“far this would go towards the local expenses of

the country. We last year granted —
For Education, . | $183,695
Board of Works, for services whioh will stilt ’

be chargeable on our local revenue, 79,620
Roads and Bridg s,

Legislative expenses, - 46,420

P

: : ' $533.763

"Here, then, we have four items absorbing the
éntire revenue you will have under Confedera.
tipn, leaving unprovided for the following serv-
" jces, which were last year estimated to cost—
_agriculture, $14,000; crown lands, $18500;
mines department, $17,595; packets and ferries
within. the province, $11,070; miscellaneous.
$46,631 ; pavigation securities, -$80,000; mak-
. ing a total of $187,796, besides salaries, coroners
- inguests, public printing, &c. This enormous
deiciency canonly be made up in one way—in
the way pointed out in the bill—in the way des«

274228

the fourth is said to be looking to Washington ;
and the fifth, the chief scribe at the Quebec
Conference, opposed. the Union of the Provinces
two or three years ago, because, in his then opi=
nion, it would lead to separation‘from the mo-
-tter country. These are the allies, the sworn
bosom friends of the hon. member, who has:
dared to more than insinuate that my friend
Mr. Howe and myself were in league wirh for- ~
eign allies and endeavouring to subvert British
institutions, The hon. member has sneeringly
said that my leader, Mr. Howe, and my follow-
er, Mr. McDonald, spent months in London en~
deavouring to convince the British public. I°
reply to that gentleman, who was once a re-
spected leader himself, but is now the humble
follower of the Provincial Secretary, that we
did Iurgely influence the public mind and shake
confldence-in the. Confederation scheme; and I
hiad it from the lips of gentlemen in England,
who did hot share our opinions, that we had
done much to educate the British public in re<
spect: ‘to the \position, resources and rights.of
these! Maritime\ Provinces.. We may not have
succeeded in reaching/the hearts of the Lords,
far it was not to be expected that we wou!d to
any large extent operate upon the sympathies -
of 3 body so_far_remoyed from popular influ~
ences: We may not have succeeded in reachs |
ing the convictions of a majority. of -the Com=-
mons, b .t what opportunity had we? . As every -
one knows, until Parliament meets, vesy few of
the members are in town—they. are scattered all
o er the country. We sent in our case to-Earl
-Carnarvon, but when the bill was read-a first
time the correspondence was not on the table,
and the Queen only had the bill -subsmitted to”
her the.day before it was introduced..

As I have said, on the third reading\in the

cribed by the hon member’s own authority—the Lords,alargenumber of Peers withdrew,
_Hon. George Brown himself—by direct taxation ing only nine present, when one moble
. on the people. of this country. In the face of .had finished urging our case.. Then it was sent
these facts—and I challenge their investigation .to the Commons, andread & séchnd time on 4

—an attempt is made to 1nfluence the house by - following day, contrary o' the practice which
quoting some paltry figures from an article jn  has always prevailed there-of giving-at.least a

the Globe, which, after making a show of oppo- Week between the first and .second readings”for .\

sition. to the financial arrangements, finishes off the considefation ofany important measure. ‘So.
with a declaration that “with all these faults we rapid was the action of the under.-Secretary for
like.the scheme.” . . the Colonies, presed on: by those ‘who 'are now -
"“Thehon. member has spoken in contemptu- pressing it on us, that the papers on which the
ous terms of. our “foreign allies.” Sir, wehave members' could alone form the judgment were
no dllies but the people of this coustry, whose not in their hands until the second morning, and
« upturned faces” he has ridiculed, and whose one member sta‘ed that he had only” time to read
wishes he has, the hardihood to despise. * Butit that c}ause of the bill, which refers to the “Inter-
ill becomes that gentleman, 8o lately ‘in-v.ry colonial Railway before the division on thesecond-
questionable company, to lecture usupon our reading was taken. Thisreminds me¢ that the
allies. Who, when in London a few weeks ago, . member for Colchester has turned my attention
were his friends and confreres ? In what re~ to the subject of the Intercolonial Railway.- It
gpect is - Mr. Cartier, the Attorney General for is well known thata guarantee was obtained for
_ Canada ¥ast, who shouldered" his musket and that ‘work in 1862 through the exertions of
afterwards ran away, when Lower Canada was - Messrs. Hewe and Tilley, and ‘but. for' the  bad
in rebellion in 1838, & ‘better man than Mr faith of the Canadians the railroad might have
Banks? Then there .is. D’Arcy McGee, of cab- been finished to-day and werking, as {0 whither
bage garden notoriety; Galt, who headed an an= Working profitably or not, 1 will not undertake to
nexation movement in Montreal, when the Par- say. -Hesays I complained of the delegates get-
_‘lisment buildings were burat down and the ting only three-millions instead of four, and fur-
Queen’s Representative was pelted through the: ther, that four millions were not ' asked for."Xf-
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£0.then we werd deceived by the press, by the
. Canadian News among others, far it was plainly
stated that that was the sum and| the imprestion
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largely abated. - I trust therefore thatThave an-
swgér:d the hon. gentleman’s banter upon this
point. " o o

was confirmred by: the fact‘that My, Fleming {ia:
es'imated that amount as necessary, and our pwn
experience of the.estimates and cost of raitways
gave us no reason to’think it not be built
We are blamed for. remonstrating
againstthe guarantee,—we were . willing. to re-
. monstrate against{anything and everything to
save the interests which were entrusted to us.
Would I sell the libertiesjof my country for a:
" few miles of railroad, evenlif helf the trade of the
world were to come bver if Would I sdy to:my
<constituents “ you have elected me, Irespect you
for your intelligence; but you are not competent
to express an opiniof on a matter that will sweep
away your revenues and place unlimited powers
of taxation in a bodywhich youcannotcontrol?” I
was going to say that for all' the roads in the
world I would not consent to that, and we there-
fore thought it right to use every means to des-
troy the scheme, and as the road is said to bean
essential part of it, and'a mnecessity for Cana-
da, we could take the chances for the fature un-
1il she came to her senses, and there is no-doubt
that erelong she would have had to cometo us and
asked ua-to build our share. There was another
reason, for our suggesting that a guarantee for
the larger sum should not be given,~—ome of the
most powerful influences at work in favor of Con-
‘federation s the organization known as the
Grand Trunk Railway Company of Canad,
whose chairman, Watkins, made the statement in _
the House of Commons that the measure had
been discussed at every polling booth in Nova
Scotia. It is the interest of that company to m-
crease the value of their road from Quebec to
Riviere du Loup, and more especially -to secure
the expenditure of the three millions, and get the
entire line into their hands, We were apprehen-
sive that the same system of jobbing :which ex-
tracted ten. millions of money from British capi-
talists some years -ago would ‘be repeated] over
again, snd we thought it only right and proper
.to give.a word of caution to the British people
ere was another reason for my action also,
and I mention it in the hearing of gentlemen who
. have known for yeafs the opinions which I held
‘i respect to this railway;—that was 'that the
road, passing- through a harsh and fot‘plddmg
country, baving grades too steep fora large an
profitable traffic, would not bring to.us the- ad-
vantages thit have been. promised. There' was
no reason to believe :that a large amount of
traffic would bebrought to the harbor.of Halifax
and if we had had’ any doubts upon that point,
Mr. Fleming’s report, made after 10 or 12 routes
hiad been explored; shows that the Intercolonial
Railway might .be tapped at Denville and the
traffic diverted by the North American and Eu-
ropean line which could carry more cheaply, be-
.cause. the snow. does not fall so deeply on. its
track, while the grades were lighter, and the dis-
“tance-between Montreal and Halifax considera-

bly less. When I read’ that ‘réport, and found -

-farther that'at' St. John-and not at Halifex the ¢

“trado Wwas “likely to ‘centre, I must confess that -
my jnterest i the: Intercolonial Railway was .

ae

“bribes; or tliat there is an

“Twas in Englaud for sevetdlanoi\zﬁ?ﬁ!ﬁad//
an opportunity during that time ‘of discussin,
the measure with dble and intelligent men,.an:
dcwn to the hour I left, whenever I had a chance
of stating the actual state of affairs in Nova Sco-,
tia, when I told them that at the only. three elec-
tions held since the scheme was mooted the mea-
sure had been condemned, and when I claimed
for our people the right to speak on it, I did not
find one who did not say, “you are right and.
your people should have -the privilege you claim -
for-them.” That I believe would have been the
feeling of the House of Commons but for the mis-
representations of such men as Mr, Watkins
who knows the Colonies well, and who is almost
as familiar with the state of public opinion in the
Provinces as with the Grand Trunk Railway
Company, of which he is the Chairman and -
Managing Director. -
1 do not wonder, sir, when such men as Mr.
‘Watkins and SirJohn Pakington made the state-
ments which came from ‘their lips to a body- of
gentlemen ut erly ignorant of the facts of the-

‘case, that the House was misled. But there is

time enough yet to. avert this great wrong 'if
members would do their duty to-night, and ‘claim
for their constituencies the.right they should
possess. The tidings would be ‘wafted across
the Atlantic with lightning speed that the action
of the geritlemen professing to represent Nova
Scotia in the Delegation. had been condemned,
the messure would be gostpqned, and our coun" -
try would be saved. (Cheers.) '
.. Speech. of -Mr. Blanchard.

.. Mr. BLANCHARD said: The observations I
have to make on this question will be com-

ressed into.a very.small compass, and shall
geqhieﬂ confined to the point-which-has been -
brought beforethe -house by the hon. member
for;Guyqborg;fh._ L think the constitutional
point connected with thisamendmenthas been
g0 thoroughly discussed by those who preceded-
me that I néed not.dwell on it at any length—
in fact that I neéd nottouch it.all. Ishall'not
refer . to the remarks of the hon. .meniber for
East Halifix, exeept .that when .I 'heard the_
hon: roember. drop the- unfortunate -observea—
tion . # that it was easier'to huy a majority of "~ -
the members of this'house than'a majority ef -

_ the-electors” it grated harshly upon my ears. .

Iam glad that the hon. niembe

r subsequently
withdrew so- unwarrantablean e

fnginuaiion I

“‘think it came ‘with an exceedingly ill grace

from the hion. memberto makeany insinuation
against any member of this house of which 'he
claims ‘to'bethe father. . I think it/proper to.

statein my place that I look unpon. this

lature as much abovecorruption as any Legis-
Iature. that I have ever heard: of, axd. every

‘hon. member eomposing.it as much abeve cor-

ruption. as the hon. gentleman himself; and it .

not do for hiin to say to this house or any -

fature one that it could be approached ti 1
b h . governthent 'who . -

;vot f'ﬂat"ﬂfﬁt: ; ?gg gent amenéwgh'xhe,oﬁ- N
8CL O Gﬁe@ A a_o” purpoae' - Sue .ac iy
mnlw-ﬁﬂ:w}umma ‘for anl_instant hhﬂ‘llm

house. . Gentlemen in it, Iamtygl"d'mﬁihhavo \
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party. I remember when several gentlemen
on this side of the house sRupported the Go-
vernment on the guestion of Education against
the upin’ons of a majority of their friends, and

- T'am glad to be able to say that the people now

endorse the action we then took.
... .Mr. LocRE—Nal

Mr. BLANCHA
Shelburne with his ten thousand people say
“no,”'but T ask him to come to Invgreess wih
its twenty thousasd sounls, and he will hear a
very difforent story. They will tel)l him that
we gave themn a great boon when we gave them
free schools—a system of Education atovethat
-.enjoyed by the people of England, and which
‘has obtained the encomiums of .the publicists

" of that country. (Hear, hear.}. -

TFhe hon. member for East Falifax seemed
to be remarkahl
means used by the American diplomatists, to
purchase sunport in Legislatares. For oy
'gart‘l do not know anything about the matter,

ut I think that American ‘diplomatists: who
sbould attemps to approach the Parliamént at
Ottawa, would be met in the same manner
they would be in this Legislature. .

‘When we are told that we ought to have an
appeal to the people I conterd this is an Ame-
rican goctrine. But even inthe United States
what is the practice? Conventions are elected
and held for the purpose in view, But does
the convention finally settle the question? No.
It goes from that convention to the polls to be
reaffirmed by the pcople. 'Fhevotes are given,
and the whole are-connted. and if there iz a
majority of “ayes,” the “ayes™ carry it,and
if the majority is in the negative, the *nays”
carry it Can we have a plebiscite undersuch
cironmstances? I take Hants, Kings, Queens,
Shelburne, and Victoria, the nnited population
of which amounts to 65000 having 16 represen-
tatives, Now,on the other hand, take Camber-
land, Inverness, Aunapolis, Lunenburg asd
Gape Breton, baving unitedly a population’ of
97,300 and only 14 members. How, undersucha
system of representation, can we éxvect to get-
afair verdict from the. people? "It ‘takes two
men tii Iniverness to b equal t0 ‘one man 'in
Shelburne.: Pictou has 35,000 people, and
four members—or the same' nuinber thag
Kings bas with half the population. How,

+then, ¢onld ‘any house returned affer an elec-
4ion fairly and unmistakably represent the
-awishes of the people? I recollect when' there
-wag a majority of two in favor of the Govern~
.ment in this House—this wag-in the firat ses-

-gion .of the house elected ip 1859-—~and the Pro-.

wincial Secretary proved to his own satisfac.
tion that he had a majority of 15,000in the Pro-
wince.*Suppose we should come back here with
suill. majerity oun oue side or the other, yet it
might'be that the. couuties having the least
votes would carry the day. The party of
Union might acsnally have  the majority of
people oti’ tLeit side, and yet bs out-voted.in
. this hougé under our system of representation,
I say to'the people of 1he county that I repre-
sent—I voted for the gemeral . principle of as.
gessment for gchools on’ the ground that it
would be found in timé a .great boon to the
" eountry. ' X did-so in the.faceof a strovg popu-
‘lat’ feeling azaingt the measure, and yat to-
mirtow I could go back to'the people.and take
“# two-thirds majority ol th gestion’ But
.even were it otherwise, I would have DBéen
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well acquainted yvith the-

been dofeated on a great gemeral primciple
which must prove in time of great advantage
to the country.. -Ou the present guestion I am
influenced by the same feelings. A majority
of the people may he opposed to the measure,
but I know nevertheless that the time is not

-far distant when they will watmly thank me

for having supported it,

Ve are told that this is'an arbitrary exer-
cise of power-—that it i3 golng to prevent ug
going into @ better place after we die. May
we venturs to hope that the good we did in
carrying. the edueation measure will be ac-
ceptad.as a set-off to the wickednesa we are
about to commit? - - .

There.are some members in this honse who

~ will remember when Capée Breton was dn in

dependent province~~when it had a_govern-
ment of its own and managed itg own affairs,
The British Howse of Commons did not ask
the opinion of -the people ot Cape Breton, or
even of Nova 8cotia, on the subject, but by an
act of a few lines annexed the island to Nova
8cotia, with only twe members. .The union
was gffested, and for a long while you could
find hiardly a dozen men jn the whole island
who did_ not express themselves against the
annexation  There was an old gentleman who
was Attorney General of Cape Breton pre-
vious to the Ualon, and he spent alt his time
and energies in endeavouring to bring ahout a
separation, until floally ke found bimself all
alone. When he died, afew years ago, he was
the last man who could saythat the union was
an injury to the island. €ape Breton went in-
to the union with only two members, but in
the course of timie the number increased, and
now she hag nine representatives in 3 house of
fifty-five. 1f Cape Breton gets justice it is be-
cause we are boupd to have it—because there
is not @ government in this country that would
dare to ignore the claims of tbat is¥aud for 2
single-year. ¥ wonld lilke to see the govern-
ment that wouwla do gross injustice teo Cape
Breton.. o
" Hon. PROVINGFAY SECRETARY—You would
net lile to see it. t .

Mr. BuANcHEARD~I would have liked to ree
the Provincial Secretary tey it three years ago -
—how soon my hon friend .from Cape Breton
and the other mermbers ‘would have thrown
over the government. o o

Mr, BOUKINOT-~And 80'F would.' - -
" Mr. BLANCHARD—And how gladly would ¥
have assisted bim. -So it will be at Ottawa,
No Govarnment can dare resist the- elaims o
this Province whilst onr members are true to
themselves and the interests they represent..
-+ Prediciions-are the order of the day. We
have the hon ‘member from East Halifax in
one breath say that this country—that is to say -
the Confederacy—is to be'a monarchy exeeed- .
ingly like Mexico. Another prediction, in the
next Breath, from the same source, is: that we
are to have a President and be a republic.
Thego two predictions do not agree with each
‘other. . Again he says that he will speud the
remainder of his days in sndeavouring to des-
troy this Confederation. I make nopreténsions
to being a prophet, or the son of a prophet, but I
-venture to pradict ‘that-ers many years.pass

v, he will be found very like. old Gibhons, of

.Gape Breton, splitary and alone, and. grey in

‘harness, the oply surviving exponéit of anti-

¥

aunion principlés, . Ha will be fouiid for the re- -

wiedge that I'had ‘maikider’ of "his"days fretting' and frowning
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spite of all his efforts, and bas proved to be
the greatest blessing ever conferred upon this
<counutry, h

. Speech of Hon. Prov. Sctretary.

, . Dr. Tueper theh rose and, said:—I und-'x=
fook fto show the House that every possible
teans had been taken to familiarize the coun~
try with the'question under discussion, and to
ascertain a8 far as possible the sentiments of the
people, and in making that statement I was met
by the rejoinder from the hon. member from
East Halifax, thet although I had discuesed in.
general terms the principle of nnion in the ad-

. Jjoining Provioce, and in varipus places iu this

Provioce, I had not propo-ed such a plan of
" union as that devised at Quebke. If the hon.
member would refer to the NewBrunswicker news-

' paper,” in which.my address was fully reported,
and tothe same address which was delivered by

invitation in different portions of tlﬁs Proviunce,

he would find that I propounded just sucha

- gcheme of union &8 was arranged at Quebec and
in Westmio+ter Palace Hotel. The hon. mem-

ber then challenged me to produce one'tittle of

evidence that Mr. Howe had ever comgitted
himself to the question of Confederation.\ I dg
not intend to wander over the two volumes,con-
taining the name of the hon member for East

Halifax on the title page, and on almost every

Jeafof which the resder will find that Mr. Howe's

claim to position in this country has %een large-

1y rested upon the fact that at all times and on.

&l occasions he advocated the greit question of

unior; but T may trouble the Houge to read two.

passages, which, Iam sure, will convicce thé
antelligent people of this conutry that Mr. Howe
faas pledged himself to the Confaderation of the

Provinces, I shall vefer to a public let-

ter written by bhim ‘as far back ‘as
1849, when the Britislk. American League,
of which Hon. Geotge Moffat was Chairs
man, undertook to- suggest important con~
stitutional changes, Mr. Moflat was under the
impression that it was a legitimate course of
dealing with questions of great:publicimport for
public assemblrges to be called together, and
-#or the people at public meetings.to express their
gentiments; but what did the present champion
of the people’s rights say—thé’ man who has
presented himself in London as the exponent of
the public sentiment of this country: beciuse he
bas held some public meetings and got up a few
petitions? He wrote aletter in 1849 to the Pre-

" gident of the League, in which he dilated on the-

. impropriety of any public man undertaking to
deal with great public questions. in any other
. plage except in the legislature of his country,
and when he was Jothed with constitutional au«
thority.. Heré is_tHe letter written’ under his
own:hand ia which he condemus such public as-
. semblages as he hag held in this Provinces,

“A Confederation of the Colonies may be the
desire of your Convention. If go, the objeet is
legitimate; but it must be pursued- by legitimate

. means. - Believe me, # cur only be wisely attained
"' by and through the Provincial Legislatures, not by
- self elected socteties acting independently.ard in de~

Jance of them. Suppose to~-morfow propositions

o
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apraiost n tmion which has been carried in”

“one measure, one tariff, one post office.

'

were submitted to the Lower Colonies for g Le—(
gislative Union or” general Confederation. I ™
made by the Goverbment and Parliament of
Canada, they would be treated with deference |
and respect. If made by a party in opposition,
they would not .be for a mioment entertained.”
Here you find' Mr. Howe: teiling the Presi-.
dent of one of the most important conventions
that ever assembled in Canada, that the course
he was pursuing wae improperx-that he h d no.
right to deal with such.matcers outside of Par-
lisment. This is the same maun who haa been
persmbulating ‘the Province, and undertaking
to say that in this free country, where we have
been entrusted with British ine‘}itutions by -
which the public sentiment can be Iegitimately
expressed, what was the legitimate wode in
1849 should no longer be pursued in 1867. In"
the paragravh I have read dyou find the moat
unqualified cont:mpt hesped upon the course
which Fmself and the gentlemen associated
with ¥im have pursued.” Having shewn you
his rpinion as to the mode in which this mea~
sute thould be treated, let me now explain to
you the origin. of the phrase *‘ new nationality,”

-8o often quoted in the discussion of this ques-

tion. If we go back to 1849. we actually find
‘that the phrase originated with no less a person
than Joseph Howe. In the same letter to the
Pr_asidqnt of the British American League, he
said 3 - .

. “We desire. free trade among all the Pro. R
vinces, under one national-flag, with one eoin,

We
feel that the courts, the press, the educational

“inst'tutions of North America 'would se elevated

by union; that intercommunication by rail=
roads, telegraphs and steamboats would be pro~

- moted ; and that if such a combination of inter-

ests were achieved wisely, and with propar
guards, the foundations of 4 great nation in friend-
ly connection with the mother country would be
laid on an indestructible basis.” , .

If in 1849 British America could #spire to a
national flag, are not these Provinces at the pre-
gent day equally qualified to have a common
flag? Sir, in this ye-r of 1867 his successors
have accor-vlished that which with him was .
only anidea and a dream,; and instead of receiv-
ing from himself and his friends thit praise and
encouragement to which we are entitled, we are .
attacked for having adopted those principlea
thus early propounded .and thus strongly ad-.
vocated through tig entire life, as traiters to the
constitution of our country, and as having for~.
gotten what we oweto our own people. Les,
me turn again.to his statement in 1854, when,
the question of uuion-came before the. Liegisla-
ture on 4 reso ution moved by Mr. Johostcn,
his public opponent, and when, with his ica
pacity to follow any one but himself, hépro-
pounded his views on the organization of the
Empire ; but did he ssy- anythiog in, favour of

‘s Confederation ? Read his speach,; and you

of the most fervid eloguen¢e. e ‘then pro«
pounded ‘what he considered the bzst schema

will find him dedling with‘tlg,quemiop in terma
viz., Tepresentation inthe'

pexial Patliamenty
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but if he could not get that, then he would
propose this :— - o :

By a Foderal Union of the Colonies we should
have somethipg like tho.neighboring republic; and
if I saw nothing better, I should ssy at oncs, let us

© keep our looal Urgislatures, and have a Presid-nt

and central Congress for all the higher and more ex-
ternal relations of the united Provinces. * # % &
Under o Federal Union we should form a Jarge and
Emspsrous nation, lying betwen the other two

ranches of the British family, and our dquty would

’ ov!_dently be to keep them both at peace.”

Now I ask the hon. member .opposite if with
these documents published to the world under
his own signature he 18 still geady to tell the
people of Nova Scotia that Mr Howe has
never advocated a Federal Union of the Fro-
vinges. i : ‘

But the hon. member for North Colchester
{Mr McLelan) undertook to prove to this House

" the extraordinary proposition that, when Mr."

Howe, as a public man, moved a resplition in
this Legislature declaring that so great were the
advantages of Union between this Provinee and

_Canada, that he asked for. authority to hold a

conference. on the subject, all he really desired
was to- get rid of the qlestion altogether—that
at the conference the mattor was found entirely
impracticable, and ‘was accordingly set at rest
as it was intended to be. I have heard a good
many estraordinary statements fall from the

. mouths ot gentlemen, but when the hon, mem-

ber tells you that a ‘public man would pursue
such a deceitful course, then he has placed the
person whom he professes to follow in a position
80 abject as to excite the pity and contempt of
every respectable and intelligent man. ButI
bave under my hand that which will give ther
refytation of the charge which the hon. memfbe
bag brought against Mr. Howe.
Howe propounded this resolution he believed in
i was sincere if ever a public man was in
relation to'any measure. After this conference
was held in Canada whatdo we find ? At Port
Robinson, he addressed ' a large body of Cana-

" dians, and among other things said':

“He looked forward hopefully to the time
when the great Provinces of Cannda would be

.connected with the 1’rovinces below, and when

a man would feel that to be a British American
was to be the citizen of a country which ioclud-

.ed all those fertile lands; all those inexhaustible’

all seas the flag of Old Edgland, if they w
let us ; it not, the flag of British America.”

Can the hon. member for North Colchester,
when he hears such language as that, still gs-
gert that Mr. Howe was desirous ot defeating
Union? In that speech from which I have quot-
ed we find him eloguently and forcibly urging
the same view he had so often previously advo-
csted with all the energy and talents he possess-
ed. : .
The hon. member for Yarmouth made an ob-
servation yesterday which I forgot. to notice at
the time. He said that no person in this coun-
try desired this union of the' colonies except, a.

fisheries, all this immense marine,—carrying tg

he House some eyidence in dealing not onl
with this, but other public questions, that I have

. individual interest or of holding office.

When Mr.

a higher ambition than of consulting myS o;m

o far
from looking upon this question in this light,
from thefirst hour I felt it my-duty to deal with
it T have reposed that trust and confidence in
the people whieh I felt they deserved at my
‘hands. I haveput my hands to this work,'not

with the conviction that it was a question upon -

which a Minister should peril any majority he
‘might bave by a.reckless procedure—that he
should make an unnecessary and ‘unconstitu-
tional appeal to the people. Ihave never faid

that the influences ot party passions and preju~

dices, and the introduction of other gquestions
whiefl‘ are inseparable from an appeal to the
people, -might not jeopardize this question if
submitted hastily to the country; but at the same
time I have felt that this question, discussed as
it hasbeen down-ta a recent period by all classes
and parties, has taken ‘a deep hold wpon the pub.
lic sentiment—that the public opinion of the
country had always heen in favor of this mea-
sure. Instead of Becking office for myself—in-
stead of looking forward to an escape from. the
verdict of the people.at the polls, there is no=
thing I shall await with greater pride than hav-
ing accomplished this union by the aid of my
own colleagues and the patrioticgentlemen who
have regarded patriotism morehigbly than par-
tizanship—there is ndthing that will give mo
greater pleasure than to place myself, my, public
character, and my fature career in the hands of
the electors of Nova Scotia. I'have no hesitae
tion in eaying that there is no position, however
gxaited, that would provent -me for a single
instant, asking that verfict from the people
which [have aright to-demand at their hands.

(Cheers ) .

The system of government for British.Ame-
rica ia t}xe_ system that now prévails in this Pro-
vince; itis the responsible system .by which
we can only refain office by the continuance of
public confidence. When-did I ever shrink
from ascertaining the opinions of my fellow
countrymen? Iam unwilling to make a rash
and irrational appeal to the people at the polls;

_previously to the general election committed
myself to.this question of Confederation—hav-
ing obtained the most cordial approval of the
sentiments which I entertained—theyfirst thing
-1did was to court public discussion. At the
first moment at Charlottetown it was decided
we should take up this question, & public meet-
ing was held at which we proclaimed at once
.what our intentions were. I brought the Ca-
nada. New Brunswick and P. E. Island dele-
" gates to this city, and instead of concealing our
. views from the world, at a table,” surrounded
hy the leading méh of every. profession in the
commuuity, we stated freely to the people ‘of
the Province and of British America the whole
scheme which we proposed to carry out.—
"~ Ags far as could be judged, the sentiments of
the leading merchants and oth:rs were una-
Jfimously in favour of the question when it
-wag laid before them. ]
that there was a probability ef accomplishing
he anion loud cheers rang through the hall.

M

v

but when I came back from" Canada~—~having -

When it was stated °
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" arms.

But there was a little clause in the Quebee
scheme that changed the tone of certain gentle-
men. Itwas considered necessary to place bank-
ing under the Genersl Government. I had no
doubt that it was of great importance to. the
business of the whole country that the question
of banking should be placed as itis. . The re-
sult, however, was that, with a few honorable
exceptions, the bankers and capitalists fanged
themselves against this scheme. The men who
had been cheeriog this question to the very echo
—who had invited the Canadian Parliament to

" come down. and feted them with “exhaustive

festivities,”—when they found that the tight
grasp which a few capitalists have over the
whole- monetary affairs of this country was to
be unclasped, then they came out in violent op-
position to the measure. .- These men came and
told me that Imust back down—that I mast fall
back from my duaty at the dictation of a few
capitalists. A merchant of this city—one of
those who thought that they might be obliged to
compete with the capital.and enterprizs of Ca-
nada—met me in‘the street, and told me that if [
attempted to address a4 public meeting in this
city I would be hissed from the rlatform. Well,
I replied, I have never shrank from meeting
the public; I'bave looked at no one man’s inter—
ests, but T have lo-ked broadly at what I be-
lieve will elevate our common country; but if
the public sentiment is such as you say it is, the
sooner I know it the batter What was the re-.
sult? These bankers and capitalists brought up
their Goliaths, and we met them with the same
readiness tha* I have ever met my public op-
pouents.. After several meetings with the ablest
men they could bring on the platform what was
the result? They say th's has been & delegation
of lawyers with a doctor to look after them, but

- when the ablest merchants had an opportunity

of confronting t ese lawyers and doctors, they
were silenced in the presence of the largest
assemblages that ever met in a public hall
in Halifax. Wby, my hon. friend (Mr. Tobin)
could not get any of these merchants to come
on the hustings with himeself, and give their
time and attention to public affairs, when it
wag only little Nova Scotia’ that required their
care; but the moment they thought theirown-
interests were in-jeopardy they were all up in
Then they came out with the pliticians
who have given all their time and talents to
the advancement of the public interests, and
after the most deliberate and ample discussion,
the hon. member h mself in the press admitted
that Halifax was againgt him. The night the
digcussion was closed—the last night they cruld

be induced to meet us— Yemperance Hall rang:

with enthusiastic cheers in favour of Union.

" Then I we t up into Hants, Kings, Cumber-

- land, Annapolis, and Colchester, and in every

place where this question'was fully discussed,
there was nJt one of these public meetings at
which a single resolution hostile to union could
be earried. Under these circumstances, then,
am I chargeable with & desire to force this mea-
gure upon- the people, without learning tho
public eentiment? I wade a. mistake last
night, it appears, in respect to the number of

names in the pelitions presented to this House.
I have asked the clerk to count them up, and I
find, after all the excitement and agitation, and
all the public lectures that have been given—
after all the misrepresentation that has appear~
ed on this subject, the whole number of names
only amounts to 6 267. In a fortnight, on a
previous occasion, when ‘the public sentiment
wag agitated, spontaneously 26,000 electors sent
.down their petitions here, because they really
felt opposed to a measure which the Govern-
ment had in contemplation. I ask the people
ot Nova Scotia if, under such circumstances, 1
had not the right to believe that I was aus-
tained by the public sentiment of the country.

In opposition to this measure may be found a
few politicians, some political partizans, who are
ready to abase théir country and themselves for
the support of afew capitalists who could not:
make me their tool; but I will go into every coun=-
ty and Ishall find the best men there at my back,
who have been the standard bearers of the Libe-
ral party in Nova Scotia—the men who have
given Mr. Howe in the past the more cordial sup-
port. But what more do I'find? The clergyof .
this country, from the highest to. the lowest—
Catholics, Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Baptists, .
Methodists-~of all denominations, and I stake
my public character upon the assertion, display
tho most remarkable unanimity upon this sub-
ject: Representing, as these gentlemen do, the
education, refinement, and intelligence of a com-
munity—influencing, as they do largely, the peo-
ple among whom they live—can I have any
doubts as to the sentiments of the best informed -
of thé people on this question? -

The hon. member has complained of the man«
ner in which the subject has been discussed in
England. When, a year ago, I ventured to say
to the House that the press, the public men, the
statesmen, and the Parliament of England were
tavorable to this question, how were we met?
With the sneers and inuendoes that have now
been heaped upon the august Parliament of
Great Britain? No; we were told that all that
was necessary was toexplain the whole question
in England in order to set the ‘matter right.
When that was done, they would obtain all they
wished for. - Now this measure has been discuss-
ed in the Parliament and press, in & manner that
few questions were ever discussed before. - The
ablest men that could be found to oppose the
union have done all they could to make their
views and opinions known. What is the reason
that when this question came to be discussed in
Parliament it was treated as it was? This bill
was first introduced into the House of Lords be-
cause the Earl' of Carnarvon wished to have the
henour of introducing it. In a very full House,
when he introduced the, bill, he met with the .
most astonishing support. Noble lords in oppo-
gition rose in rapid succession to support the
‘Government.  Lord John Russell gave it his
warm approval; and the Jast man I could be ex-
pected toinfluence, the Marquis of Normanby—a
gentlemait whom political conflict has made my
opponent—in the discharge of his high duties as
a peer of the realm, gave that question the most
upnequivocal and emphatic support; and havin .
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hed a bettet opportunity than any man in the The Canadisns were ready fo Iicense the fiski~
British-Parliament of urderstanding the state of eries, and standing as we do to-day we areat the
affairs. in" these Colonics, he told the House of mercy of Canada. If Canada falls wemust fall.

?

Pecers thas hedid net believe that the publiv senti-

" ment of this country was oppesed to the union.

Lord Carnarvon explained that there had been
no election here on this question—that the con-
stitution did not require such an appesl; and the
whole facts having been explained to the House
with the greatest accuracy, thereswas not a single
man to oppose, the bill. 'The Times of the next
morning placed in the hands of every member a
clear statement of the position of this Province,
and of everything in relation te this matter.
‘When the Peers found that Lord Stratheden had
lent himself to statements they could notsustain,
they got up, one. af er the other, and left the
House. Mr. Howe heard Mr. Watkins’ stste-
ment to which reference has been made, and he
was.in constant communication with Mr. Bright
“and if any incorrect statement was made, Mr.
Howe is responsible for not having correeted it.
Therefore I say, if the House:of Commons was
misled by a single remark—Mr. Watkins having
misunderstood the time at whieh the Union dis-

- cussion took place—Mr. Howe and his friends

silvl:ie themselves to blame if they did not correet
m

+ Under the Quebec scheme the power to levy

an export duty on coal was left in the hands of
the Local Governments. We have changed that
ourselves. The. House well knows the policy
that I propounded on the question of the coal
mines last year. I regard them as the great
source of Provincial wealth and prosperity~not

- for the royalty which goes into the treasury, but

* because of their intimate connection with the de.
velopment of new branches of industry in this
country—of the impulse they must giye to manu-
factures in the Province. Infact, the possession
‘of coal mines, together with other patural advan-

tages, must, in the course: of .time, make Nova“

Scotia the great emporium for manufactures in
British Ameri¢a. We felt that in taking it out
of the power of any Legislature to double the
amount of royalty, we were giving a guarantee

to capitalists who might comein and invest their.

money in these coal mines, that the Legislature
could not come down and say they must pay one

or two shillings upon_every ton of coal raised,——

The hon. member has said that we_ sacrificed
the fisheries. Would- it-have been desirable to

. have left the protection of the fisheries_in the

hands of the Local Government? But there is

We have no status by ourselves; we have mno
standing in relation te the Empire apart -from
Canadsa.. As respects .‘this question, it i3 well
known that the policy of Canadahas always been:
supreme, altiough we have the largest fnterest in
the fisheries. Now, however, the:Canadians will
be interestedin them equally with ourselves, and -
we shall have such & voice in tho Weneral Parlia-
ment as will enrable usin all probability to large-
ly influence that body, for we shall, as shown by
the hon. ‘member for South Celchester, hold the
balance of power between the two rival sections
of Canada. ) ‘
. The hon. member has tannted me with
having made use of the Queen’s name, and
he and his friends have stated in a state pa--
per which they sent to the Colonial Office .
that this measure had been earried by the
abuse of our Sovereign’s name. The re-.
ference was clearly within the coustitution.
and sueh as 1s made within the Parllament
of England.. From the lips of our Royal
Sovereign I have heard the warmest ap-
proval of union.. The Province I represent-
ed, had the great honor and distinetion of
my receiving Her Majesty’s command to
wait upon her at Buckingham Palace, and
upon that eccasion Her Majesty congratu~
lated me upon the suceess which had at-
tended our efforts ; and when I expressed
the gratification with which her loyal sub-
jects would learn the deep interest she had
evinced in this measure, she replied: “
take the deepest interest in it, for I believe
it will make them great and presperous.”
{Cheers.}) ) -

I am glad that on the present oceasion
the hon. member for Halifax has had the
manliness— . '

Mr. Pryor—The
Halifax ? :

Dr. Tvrper—I do not wonder that my
hon. friend should .be anxious that -there
should-be—nomisapprehension 4516 Wwho ~
is meant. The hon. member for East Hali-
fax has to-night openly avowed his senti-
ments upon this question. I have always

e . .
hon. member for East

really no alteration made in this respect. In the felt that hoo. gentleman was serving the

Quebec scheme the power of legislation in refer-
ence to the deep sea fisheries was given to the
General and Local Governments in common, but
there was a clause which provided that regula-
tions of the General Government should over-
ride those of the Local Government. Now the
onl; difference is that the entire responsibility is
thrown upon the General Government. When
the House receives the public despatches on the
question of the fisheries they will see that the
course taken by the Government of this Province
was rendered imperative by the action of the Im-
perial Government. It was a compromise sug-
gcséd to the British Government by Canada.

United StatesTather than his own country;
I do not Tefer to any hasty—expression that
may have fallen from his lips; but I have _
been paintully impressed with the fact that
from the moment he took his present posi-
tion he would use every effort to transfer this
Province from under the British Crown to
the Starsand Stripes. We are told by him
to-night that he is ready to sacrifice the
best interests of his couatry in order to sa-
tisfy his yearning after connection with the
United States—that he is prepared to
choose, as betweeri a union with Canada

-



(55

_ and a union with the. American Republic,

in favor of the latter. * We have heard him
characterizing the Parliament of Great' Bri:
tain as’ignorant and imbecile~heaping ob-
{oquy upon the grandest institutions that

_are the pride and glory of the world. He

has declared that a preference for a closer
uuion with the Empire wonld be a weak

- and foolish prejudice. He has not left the

Eeople of this country in any cGoubt as to
is sentiments ; and the reason why I con-
%ratglate the House. and country upon this
act is, that his position is now clearly de-
fined, and hejhas disarmed himself. In a
loyal country like this, when his senti-
ments are clearly revealed, he must be
perfectly impotent to eflect any harm what-
ever. ' S
Butis this the time when any man in
British America can be ready to give up the
admirable institutions of Great’ Britain for
those of the United States. Let me read to
you the picture presented of the latter coun-
try by Mr. Howe himself: - o
“Raiiroadr, canalr, steamers and telegraphs then
came in and assisted to bind the country together;
but in eizhtv years, with all their nids and applian-
ce?, the game was played out; snd the ssmse Causes
which in every quarter of the old world, an? in al-
most every age, have asserted themselves, came dis-
tinotly into view, marking the subjestion even of the
great Bepublic to the Jawa whioch the Creator, for
some wise purpose, has establiched for the govern-
ment of the universe It is true that by th3 expendi-
ture of & million of lives, And of nearly four hundre
thousand millions of dollars. the country 13 still-
nofinally held together; but when hearts are es.
trapged and interests are adv-ree, when communities,

.baptized in blood avd tears, find in o great culamity

ever recurring elements of discord and reproach, the
time is rapidiy drawing on when separation is inevit-
gble, and whennew combinations will grow out of
the play of the passionate- ambitions which the wit
of man has hitherto bern found harmiess to control,”

That is the condition in which the United
States is now, as drawn by the hon. gentle-
man’s leader and co-delegate ; and yet this
conntry which has sacrificed a million of
lives in a recent struggle—which has in-
curred a debt greatér than that of England
—this country riven by discord and strife,
in which the Parliament is arrayed against
the President, is held up to our admiration
as the one to which we ought to be united.
Thesé gentlemen having failed to fasten
the tyrannical scheme proposed for the or-
ganization of the Empire wpon us, turn
round and say : Instead of allowing you to
form part of a great and frée community,

.with an amount of power and influence

such as no other people ever possessed, we
shall endeavour.to drag you under the Stars
and Stripes—into that country which Mr.
Howe has' described as so riven and dis-
tracted that neither life nor property is
safe. May I not congratulate. the House
that the mask is at last_removed, and that

.the hon member has shown himself in his

true colours? He has presumed to hurl
charges of corruption against the loyal and
patriotic members of this hounse.” Is it in
his own heart that: he finds the ground of
these charges? Let me ask him if, having
found him standing in the presence’ of the
Parliament and daring to disparage the glo-
rious British institutions *under which we
live, and if; in addition to this, we find him
advocating a union with the United States,
instead of a union of ‘British' America, might
not the charge be made that the money of
the United States had been used to influ-
ence him? He talk to me of corruption !—
the man who has taken back every princi-
ple that he has ever propounded in this
house—the man who goes to England and
says to the Imperial Parliament, “ Be care-
ful of your money—do not giye a guarantee
for a loan of three millions of pounds for the
coustruction of a railway which is going to’
make Halifax a city of 100,000 souls—give
us connection with the United States and
Canadas”’—whosays, “I am aware that I
have claimed the confidence of the consti~
tuency of Halifax on the ground that I was
an advocate of an Intercolonial Railway,
but never mind that: I am determined ' to
use every effort I can to prevent the con-
summation of that work !” :

The hon. member tells us that the Ame-
rican Government are so anxious to obtain
possession of -us, that they may come in
and buy up the Confederate Parliament. Is
it oris it not an unjust suspicion to suppose
that if the American Government are 80
corrupt that they would buy up the
Confederate ~ Parliament = of . British
America, they have found means to buy up
one or two individuals in the Legislatare
of Nova Scotia? . Is it because we have al-
ways held one view on this question that
we are to be taunted by gentlemen who
have taken back the declarations of a life-
time with corruption? TIf this Parliament
could be so degraded as that men could be
influenced by corrupt means to trifle with

:the best interests of this country, then I say

he has given the best evidence in the world

‘why the confederation should take place.:

If legislators, second to none that ever sat
within thes¢ walls for probity, intelligence,
education, and everything that constitutes .
able and valuable men, are of that cha-
racter he wauld have us suppose they are,,
then he has|given us the best evidence that
Nova Scotia is unworthy of British institu-
tions, and the "sooner. some other country
governs us the better. But I feel I am in-
sulting the intelligence of the country when
I suppose for an instance that. it would do
aught than treat with contempt the un-.
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; - founded -insinuations of the hon. gentleman
whose own openly avowed sentiments this
evening have placed him in'so unénviable
a position. I feelthaj the question can be
safely left to the patriotism ahd intelligence
of this deliberative -Assembly who have al-
ways approached it in a spirit that proves
them worthy of the free. institutions they
enjoy, and that an intelligent and loyal popu-
lation will cordially sustain them thus seek-
ing to elevate and advance our common
country, (Cheers).

Speech of Mr. Fraser.-

Mg. JamEs Fraser.—I feel it'due to myself,
as well as to the people I represent, that I should
made afew remarksconcerning the course which
Tintend to pursue upon this question. This
subject was before us lastyear, and when the
resolutions were before us relative to the appoint-
ment of delegates to see if a better scheme than
the Quebec scheme could be devised,i felt it my
duty to oppose them, not because I was averse
to the principle of union—for it is not merely
since I occupied a seat here that I felt the con--
viction that we could not long occupy our pre-
sent position—but because of these two reasons:
first, I did not know what kind of a bargain the
delegates might make when, they went thousands
of milés away, and I thought it wrong that we.
should not kave the opportunity of saying whe!
ther we approved of - their arrangements or not ;
and second, because I knew that a great many
of the pepple were opposed to union. ~ From cau-
ses that cannot very well be explained, the peo-
ple are afraid of change. The first reason for

y opposition has now heen done away; and,
a3 far as T am able to judge, I am disposed to
think that the bargain which the delegates have
made is a great deal better than the Quebec
scheme, though cven that I was not afraid of.
I had intended last year to go further than I did;
I intended not only to have opposed the resolution
but to have supported the amendment, but be-
fore the discussion was' over I discovered some-
thing I did not like—I discovered among some
gentleman a strong desire for annexation ‘to the
United States. T wasbrought up inloyal princi-
ples, and taught to cherish British institutions,
and while I wished to give our people time for
consideration, I could not and never will consent
to make a change from the English flag to a flag

\

which I never wish to wave over my head or the .

heads of my children.” Andnow, although con-
rtinued opposition might be consistent, I consider
- the question has come to be in thatstatein which
- further opposition would notonly be useless, but
» dangerous. We are all proud of the eloquence
and abilities of Mr. Howe, and when he went to
England I waited with great anxiety to see if
he was going to give us something which we
would consider better than the scheme of Con-
tederation; but when I found him propounding
a scheme which was long ago condemmed by
himself as impracticable, I began to think if he
- had nothing better to propound, there was no-
- thing better to be expected than the scheme
which had been before us.  If the Quebec scheme

-
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would bring taxation to the value of one cent,
Mr. Howe’s would bring taxation to hundreds
of times that amount. B

"Another matter which operated strongly’.on
my mind was the fact that our American neigh-
bors opposed Confedera‘ion, Is that on account
of their love for us? No, but because they do
not want to see the British power grow up
alongside of them. Ifthen I have been sin-
cerely.and hones'ly opposed to!the measure
hitherto. af'er viewing these facts and finding
that the British Parliament and people, and
our honoured Soveveign herself have given
their approval of it, I feel that' I should be no
longer so. ' T will not deny that among the peo-
ple ovposition atill exists, but while no man

attaches more value to the wishes of the pep- -

ple, or is move willing to dafer to their wishes,

I am constrained to take the responsibility of

doing what I believe to beright whether I'gain

popularity by the act or not. I am convinced

the day is rot far distant when the people will

acknowledge that I have done the best thing

for them, and surely they cannot think that I

would do mora for them than for myself and

children—1I will take my chance under thenew .
system, and [ have as much at stake as many

who are less willing. I regretted to hear an

hon. gentleman sta‘e that if the measure passed -
he would still do all in his power to opposeit,

—TI cannot agree in that, and if the bill passes,

as I believe it will, I will use my bumble en-

deavers to make it & blessing to our peo:

})le and to the great Empire to which we be-

ong. :

Remarks of Dr. Brown.

DRr. BROWN gaid that he was serry to hear
the hon. Provincial Secretary bear so hard on
Mr, Howe in his absence. He was not Mr,
Howe’s apologist, He had not approved of
many of that gentleman’s acts when at the
head of public affairs, but he entirely con-
ourred in the object of the mission in which he
was now engaged on the part of the people of
Nova Scotia. He thought that it would have
been more manly and generous in_the leader
of the government; if he had waited for an op-
portunity of conducting the discussions face to
face. As to the question before-tlhe House, at
that hour of the night he had but few words to
say. He did not care whether the course pur-
sued by the Government was constitutional or
not—he would not enter into the legality of the
case; the only question was, was it right, was
it just, was it expedieént to pass a measure 80
vitally affecting the rights of the people, as it

were by stealth-and without th.ir consent? It

could not be argued that an appeal to the peo-
ple would be inconvenient, because ap election
must necessarily take place in a few weeks, or
months at the farthest. He had heard much
talk about loyalty. He thought that lovalty
like charity began at home.. He thought if the
British people and Government passed this
bill, comp«lling our people into a union highly .
distasteful to a large majority, they might
be justly accused of disloyalty towards us.
The hest loyalty. 'was to take cars of ourselves,
and if Great Britain wagd weary of the connec-
tion, we must only look elsewhere for friends .
and allies. It was clear that free trade with
the United States was the greatest boon we
could now enjoy. The trade with Canad
could never belarge, and we could encouragy
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it ag well without union as with it, But free graded by.being subjected to the Stars and
trade with our republican neighbors would be Stripes; but in making the charzes of disloy- .
our salvation, in a commerocial sense. He hop- alty which have been made, I think that jus-
éd the Government would pause before -they tice has not -been done to those expressing
, pasmlad an act 8o arbltrary and s unjust to the {lheir opinio;':in on-this ;itde of 'the hoxl:lse. They
people. * . ave not said, or sought to convey the impres-
. S sion, that they favour aunexation,but, that
Speech of Mr. C. J. Campbell. they are oppoged to any union, and desire to -
- Mr. . J. CAMPBELL—I did notintend to say Progress #s wo have been progressing. Tha
much on. this question, but the hon member for People of Nova Scotia have nio idea of joining
Inverness has made an observation which I the United States unless they are driven to it;
maust contradict. He says that the people of Dut if you stir up hostility by such legislation
Oape Breton are proud of their connection with 28 Will embitter their minds, and for that pur-
Nova Scotia, and that the only man opposed Pose take advantage of the position which the
to the union has passed away. I think' I am Government orcupy, the British feeling will be
a8 fully acquainted with the feelings of that 4viven out of their British hearts. I feel it
people as be is, and I therefors feel justified in @ue the peoplo to speak out boldly, for if .ever
contradicting the impression which his remarks there was a time when their feelings should be
i _would leave,  The cage of Cape Breton is  not qgnsul}:ed, it ig the present. Let us not take
_./"at all parallel with the case now beforeus,—the the opinion of this or that individual, but the
union was effected without the consent of the Opiuion of the eutire country, and by that de-
people, and indeed without their kuowledge, Cision I am content to stand or fall
;.l‘he isla,ng wastar% ﬁlll'st onlyhrepfee%n*ed by HMr. Churchill’s Speech, o
wo members out of all proportion to the repre- - i .
sentation of Nova Scotiz., We afterwards ppe-  Mr. OxruRC I-‘_In the.disquszion of a ques
4 Y _tion' of such vital importance it appears to me
titloned for a repeal, and two out of the four 1,115 would have been wise to have allowed:
members then representing Oape Breton voted 1o tima for consideration than has been ki-
againstit. About twenty years ago a large pe- en us. From the very moment this subject
_tition was sentto England, and- a legal gentle- claimed my thoughts thye responsibilities gm,_
man employed on the subject in London, 80 ,careq wir,yh it ,f Vo rassedpu on my mind
. that the statement made is inaccurate. Even i Pk oyt y
p g e with a weight beyond anything that I can ex-
now OCape Breton can scarcely get justice at ress. I have never given to any. individual
the hands of Nova Scotia, ané session after ,’1’, - opinion, and wi engasked whabyh opinion
session we are sneered at by even leading poli- wz{s g)hout this great question of confe{ieranion
ticians. I attribute the strong feeling of the y : AL a {
¢ . 4 : I have replied that jt wag not one of so small
peopla of Cape Breton on the subject of Confe- 1 qmant that an opinion could be given has-
deration to the treatment they have recelved iiiv T have not congulted my constituents on
atthe hands of Nova Scotia. 'We have not yet, thg ‘subject, nor they me. b?lt I have viewed
a fair share of representation. In the case of the - m%.tte’r in its' broadest aspect, and
the present union, however, we enter on more ;,ihino has oecurrell to . shake the, opinion
favourable term# even than either of the Cana- ang . ‘a1¢] el .
. which 1 have formed, althcugh in some res.
das, both a8 regards representation and the pectg I hinve been delighted with the speeches
. funds to be placed at our disposal. to which I have listened. It isnotin the pow-
Mr. Blackwood’s Speoch. . StoLaRY liviak mon i somprehend and grasy
Mr. BLACEWOOD:—As I intend to support "ture, and will reveal \themselves only after .
the amendment, I feel that I should like to say years have rolled round, Therefore when my
a fow words before the vote is taken. Isup- opinion has been asked I have felt disinclined
port it an the principle that however finely to give it. 'Suppose -gentlemen were about
argued the case may be in reference to consti- purchasing Canada. Wounld they use many.
tutional authority, there is a sense of right and’ words about it? Would they not rather pon-
wrong which tells us that this privilege be- -der deeply and say but little, and measure the’
longs to the people, and if there be no prece- language they used rather than make lengthy
dent in favour of the conrse, we-urgeitistime speeches? Last gession I intended to have
we made one when the constitution is to. be been presentand to have recorded my vote, but !
changed, and when the eyes of the world ars I was unavoidably deta’ned—my mind was
on-us. If ever there was a time when the made upthen as it is to-night. The question °
-feelings of the people should be.consulted it is now before us is not whether we shall have
the present. The time of the house will short- this union or not—that was decided last win- .
ly expire, and if an election wera held the tfer by an unexpected and sweeping majority,
measure could be completed shortly after- The house then delegated a number of g‘entlel-\ :
‘wards. L do not consider that within this men to proceed to England, and to make a ‘
house is concentrated all the wisdom of the contract on our behalf, and we all ¥now
country. - We bave bad Mr. Howe’s opinions the result, and every man in Nova
quoted to-us but I do not see that we shonld Scotia might have known what the result
congider his-views as the subject.of discussion would be with Engiand anxious, Canada anx-
now, or. the views of an{ man, but the posi-. ious, and Nova Scotia willing, constitutionally
tion and interests and feelings of the people of willing. . R L .
Nova Scotia. - I do not entertain an opinion It is not fair to ask the legislature to undo.
favourable to the scheme for the organization what i¢ did last winter when it, fixed the des-
of the Empire because I think its features tiny of the Province and clothed those gentle-
éould not be carried out.with satisfaction to men with the authority of delegates The pe-
' all.the Colonies, T . - titions.sent across the water.¢ould not be ex-
. With reference to annexation, I may say pected to have had any effect—on any public
that I never could feel- otherwise than de-. question of interest a cartload, of them could

\
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be obtained without any. result. One benefit country were favorable to union. Now I be-
that will accrue from Confederation isthat the lieve that not one’member of this house desires
General Government will control the currency. annexation to the United States; - but suppo-
I look upon the moda in which our Provincial sing a faithfal son anked his father for the
_currency has been managed as impradentand portion of the inheritance which fell to his
gelfish; a number of bankers, by combining, share, and tbe father said, I will give you-
have controlled the currency completely. In- nothing,” wonld it not be expected that the
stead of £140,000 in Province notes we should son would leave him? Again, if 4 young man
have had halfa million years ago afloat,and the desired a wife, and after sering many yonng
condition of our floances would have been far women of the neighboring Provinces, should
better. Another advantage is the construction find one batter suited to him in the States, is
of the Intercolonial Railroad, and the extension it not natural that he should follow his choice?
of our other roads,- which I believe we could Baot, as I have said, no. member here desires
not have without the union. In view of these anmexation; and if such an impression has .
queations I have felt that if my Jast hour had bean derived from any remarks that have
come and my opinion were asked, I would been’ made, it is no doubt from the haste of
say: do not be afraid to venture on the great expression. There are men here who could
realities that will break forth ou a combined tali from now until next September, because
people. Isolated, thers is no safety; combined, it is their business; but it is not to be expect-
there is wisdom and security. Mr. Howe has' ed that some of us should be so well trained
been wuch referred to. I was sorry when he in expressiou as those lawyers and doctors.
lefs us, and I can well remember receiving The blood boils in my veius when I hear
from his addresses the conviction that union sowme of thése gentlemen despising their con-
must be the order of the day. What.couldin- stituents, There are good aund loyal men in
duce me at my advanced stage of life, to ad- this country who will not come to the Legis-
vacate a measure if I did not believe it would lature, and théir opinions should be heard It
bs for the advantage of those who are tocome has been irtimated that the people are not
after me? The proposal made to us is to sub- able to judge—that they are tot ignorant; bus
mit the matter to the polls. Suppose you I ask who has made the country but the peo-
could do so would that be the proper way to ple to whom this language is applied? Dia
try it? " Does not every man acquainted with the handful of members around me make the
the eondition of our Prevince know that atthe eountry? No, but the men who are catching
polis party feelings wounld override every- the fish, who are taking the lumber from the
thing? You never could ascertain the real forests and the stones from the soil. The la-
opinions of the people bv an election, and the borers of° fhe country should be heard, and I
‘great measure would be almost Jost sight of. gpeak thus becanse I am one of them, and
I therefore feel no doubt upon that ground. know how:wrong itis for men of position and
I am now probably in the 1ast yearof my poli- education:fo look downon the working classes,
tical lite, and I would have been glad ¢ould I Ighould like to see onr pablic men. when they
have escaped the responsibility now resting are passing throngh the Province, greeted
upon me; but that responsibility mustrestup- everywhere with a pleasant countenance and
on some one, and I am here to discharge it. I receiving the ready grasp of tbe hand.
believe tbere are hundreds and hundreds of There is an old saying which forbids us to
able and deep-thinking men in this Province compare men and beasts together, but somes
who are glad to get rid of this responsibity, as times the comparison is necessary, and I wish
I would be, if I could, - - to make one: I know that if you puton a horse
I was amused last evening to hear the re- =a collar that chafes his neck and makes the
marks abont annexation. I would ask hon. bloud trickle down his breast you will see his
gentlemen what part of the States would we eyes become dim and his ears droop,—and
be annexed to—the North or the South? I al- what can you expect from human beings if
ways regrotted that Halifax, as well us New you force on them a measure which they dislike.
Brunswick, gave its sympathy to the South I am notso much opposed to union as to over-
—that mistaken people who are wasted like riding the opinions of tbe pepple. They might
the ranks upon the other side of the House. at some future time express a desire for Con-
If war bad not qccurred, the subject of annex- federation, but if you force it on them now, I
ation might have been broached, but after that can only say that I should mot like to be one
I hoped never to hear of the proposition.. I of those whose names are attached_to the re-
. doubt that the United States wonld be anxious cords of the country as favoring the measure.
to have us; they will get our coals and fish, The arrangements between the Provinces re-
and give us what they please, as they always minds meof an anecdote which I heard some
have done. I would like to have dwelt more years ago: A -cat and a ‘monkey went to mar-
largely on the suhject, but time will not per- .ket to buy cheese, they did so,and on return- -
mit af this late bour of the night; and [ wonld ing home, in order to makea division procured
merely say, in conolusion, that Iam willing, a pair of scales;—the monkey was careful to
~with my hov. friend from Pictou, who spoke a ciit one piece larger than the otber, and when
short time ago, to fall into the ranks of those it did not weigh evenly be got permission to

who seek to unite the Provinces. . taste, and so xgent on c?ﬁting and (fin.er.hég ulzlxtil
o y ‘ ‘ the cheese had mearly disappeared, and. when
Speech of Mr. Habb. ° the cat remonstrated she was threatened with

. Mr. HEBB said :—I rise not to make a long a hiding. o "

speech, bus to give a few views which I enter- ‘That is pretty much the position of our af-
tain upon this question. Last winter, as well fairs; we are ths small Colonies,and if we
a8 iv this session, & great deal was said about complain, Canada will threaten to chastise us.
loyalty and about the intelligence of the coun- It would seem that no oune can ‘speak upon
try, and it has been repeatedly said that all this question withont referring - to Mr. Howe;
the intelligence and all the loyal feeling of this but supposing that gentleman did at one time
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speak of union, It is too much the practice for
men to stick to the principle they bave avows
ed, whether right or wrong; and the man who
acknowledges an error is eutitled to credit.
As is well known, I 4m not much of a speaker,
and will not therefors long detain the house. I
¢ nnot understand how any set of gentlemen
‘dare to impose such a measure upon the coun-
try, against the wishes of the people. If the
people are favorable to it, why be afraid to
- come out among them and abide the conse-
quences? For my part, T will s'and by the
people, and if I fall, T will fall by them.

Remarks of Hon. Financial Seeretary.

. Mr. James MacDonaLp said:—I would
not address the House at this late hour were
it not for some of the observations which
fell from the hon..member for Kast Halifax
as to the financial aspect of the question,

. and which it is- desirable that the country-
should fully understand. The House knows
that the opponents of union have argued
that the revenues of this country are to be
dissipated by Canada—that the hardly .
earned revenues of the people are to go to
enrich the Canadian treasury. I undertake
to tell the hon. member,” and 1 challenge
him to contradict me, by reference to the
figures open to every one, and which Ishall
adduce to the House, that so far from the
revenues of this eountry going to enrich the
Canadas, the fact is the very reverse. The
hor. member has taken the figures furnish-
ed in the estimates for the past year laid on
the table by the government. Iwill take
the figures fiom ‘the same source, and
will undertake to show that instead of the
revenues of Nova Scotia going to pay the
debts of Canada, we shall have almostthe
_entire revenue derived from this portion of
the confederacy spent within the limits of
this Province, in payment of the same ser-
vices to which eur revenue is now applied ;
for it must be remembered that although
the management of these departménts—the
revenue and post office departments for in-
stance—is transferred to the general govern-
ment, the services must still be performed

by men residing and spending their income\#&i'ﬁmry CEPEREEB. . 1eeures
itin. .. vee .

An this country.  We shall regeive, then,
* first the contribution fixed by the act of un-
_ionm, to be paid by the general government
in aid of our local expenditure, amounting
to $324,000 in the first instance, and shall
continue 1o receive in proportion té our po-
pulation till we number 400,000. Let me see -
then, Fow the matter will stand, and I may
saf that [am entitled to no credit for the
- statement shewing this view of the matter,
as I avail myself of the figures as arranged.
in 4 ffiest safisfactory and Iucid manne
a recent writer on the subject.
The estimated revenue for 1866. amount-
- ed to $1,631,500 ; from that amount must be

]

deducted the sum of $155,000, being the,

.amount included in the estimate as revenue

derivable from the- departments of mines,
casual  revenue, . gold fields, . an
the:Hospital of the Insase which remain
under the management of the local govern-
ment, and” contribute .to the localuf'und.
That would leave the balance of the estima-
ted revenue which will pass under the con.
trol of the- general government at-$1,476,-
500—from this must be deducted the com-
tribution a§ above stated to be mage to our
local revenues $324,000, which will leave to,
be disbursed by this government $1,152,000,
We have, therefore, for general and
local revenue taking the estimate as
selected by the hon. gentleman himself as. -
a basis, the following sums

Genere! Sovarnment Local Government,
Amt received - .
from General
Government,.....
Local sources -
of revenue. ..........J65,000

. $479.000
" Now, sir, let us see how these sums are
to be disbursed. T need not refer to _the
local revenue as that of course is distribut-
ed by the Local Government :for the expen-
ses of that Government and thé mainten-

) 3

. $324,000:

-ance of the important public services left:

within its jurisdiction. ~ But whereand how
is the $1,152,000 transferred 1o the control of
the General Government paid? - Is it in Ca-.
nada or to Canadian people? No, sir, but in
Nova Scotia and to Nova Scotians. The -
hon. gentleman will admit, indeed it is_the
basis of his argument—that the services
transferred to the General Government
would be sustained as now. These servi-
ces then are as follows:

' The General Government would pay—

The Lieut. GOVEINOT. ..eevvueeerecnnneeaenees- 515,
JuGEes. cuvieveriraanns 17
Pensgions. ...oeveeenens 4
Governor's ‘Secretary 1,
Statistica. ... .4
Prosecutions. .. .. 12
Debt, intersst on... . 480,

£2388852828825888848

Protection ot fisheries
Svpport of Light-houses.....coveeeees
Post Office. s sesrnanss
Revenue expen:
Drawbaocks. .
Steamersice.e.nies .ee
Proportion-of Legislat
320e11aneous. s aeernareaes
eble Island...,..cooenuinnnest
Goverpment buildings............ .
Pepitentiary coovsveeiiear issanaraconaiy
Agriculture.and Immigration.....ccoceeiannes -20,000

BSaSBE53RTE8

; ce of merely $50,000 as the
only sontribntion by this~ Province towards
the construction of the Intercolonial Road—
a work which the hon. gentleman and the

cevivemmeeenes SLIOBED
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Government of which he was a member
“considered so esseutialjto the interest of
this country, that they yere willingto mort-

gage a very large propdftion of the revenues’

or the country forever t& construct not- our
own fair %roportion of theroad, but 50 or 100
miles with New Brunswick. .

- But if we take the actual expenditure of
.this'year in somo of the servicys named, in-
stead of the estimated -amount, what do we
find? Wefind, sir, that the amount paid
greatly exeecds the estimate, and that in
reality, instead of a balance of $50 000, there
would be a deficiency on the s:de of the Ge-
neral Government. Let us compare some
of these. The militia Service was estima-

- ted to cost $80,000; it cost in reality
about . $138,000, or - $58,000 in excess
of the estimate. The several ser-

‘vices under the Board of Works,
including St..-Peter’s’ Canal, were esti-
matde to cost $180,320: the expeaditure of
the year was $284,017, being an excess of
$93,697....1 need not compare the estimate
and expenditufe on the other items, but the

House will see that on these two services
alone there is over $151,000, 'or three times
the sum which by the first calculation ap-
peared to go into the general treasury with-
out an equivalent. Nor is this all, for it
must be' remembered that the cost of the
construction of the Intercolonial Railway
must come out of the general revenues It
will be therefore seen that the Province ac-
tually receives more than she puts into'the
general fund, and sufficient besides to pay
her proportion of .the Intercolonial Railway
debt. ‘1 challenge the hon. gentleman to
refute a single statemen ve made.
he is unable to do so, and he knows he is,
what becomes of the whole fabric he has
built upon his financial argument, on which
he is now content to rest his opposition ?

o S\pccch of Mr S, Campbell.
* Mr. S. CampeLr :—At this late hour, and

after the fatigues of a long day, and in an.

atmosphere to say the least of it oppressive
Iproceed to perform .the duty - accorded to
me by my friends and by the courtesy of
the house to conclude this. debate, and I

feel upon the present occasion as I felt in.

my prévious address, that my present office
and responsibility place ne In conflict with
great odds.. I feel that I have great anta~
gonists both within and without these walls,
‘but T am: at the same time assured that I
have the warm.and hearty concurrence of
the people.to sustain me. ~ I believe I have
-a righteous cause and I know that—

4 Thrice is he armed who hath his quarrel just,
«.And he but naked, though locked-up in steel, '
. Whose conscience with injustice is corrupted-”’

If-

Hénce, gir, I feel emboldened in proceed

-ng in‘my present task, and T shall take the

liberty at starting to review some of the ob-
servations which have been made by gen-
tlemen who have preceded me before I
remark upon the main question which this
amendment discloses. The first name I
find on my notes is that of a gentleman who
stands high in this country in point of rank
and talent; I mean the Prov. Sec’y, and 1
may say I think it would have become
that gentleman to have pursued a different
course in reference to an absent rival. I
am not the apologist or champion of “Mr.
Howe but'I claim the honor of his personal
friendship. I am an admirer of his because
I believe him to be a valuable public man
and a pure-souled patriot. = I deprecate the

.course taken by the Prov. Sec’y., in refer-

ence to Mr. Howe because he is absent.
There are those among us who have met
him in conflict, and I -wish heartily that he .
was here fo repel the changes which have

‘been mude against his consistency and

patriotism. . We would not try the meanest
criminal at the bar of justice in his absence ;
common decency would repudiate such a
monstrous procedure, but here, in reference
to that gentleman who is absent from his
native land on a mission connected with
its best interest, who Curtius like has cast
himself into a wide and deep chasm for his
country’s sake, it is thought not indecorous
to put him on trial and to ask the country to
condemn him; : o
Sir, this is entirely wrong. But not con-
tent with pouring the vials of his wrath
upon Mr. Howe, the Prov. Sec’y., went on
to refer to the capitalists of the city in terms’
which cannot be justified by their character

‘or their conduct. - And who, sir; are these

capitalists?- Ar they not "the men who
have been at the back of the hon. gentleman
in many a_ fierce political encounter, and
who, on such occasions, have rendered him
effectual service? He was therefore guilty
of ingratitude of the blackest dye in endea-
voring to make them the objects of odium
and scandal-before the country. The capi-
talists of this city, sir, have a deep stake in
the interest of Nova Scotia ; their lot is cast
here for all time ; and if the city or province
prosper, theirmeans must be correspondingly
enlarged. To say that they are actvated by

.the sordid motives that were asserted,isa .

libel on them which I feel called on to’
throw back in the teeth of the man who .
made it. I am not bound to them by any
considerations or connection, but as they
have no one here -willing, although bound,
to answer in ‘their name, I cannot but take
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notice and vindicate them from the gross

. calumny which we have heard.

Next we were told that the petitions pre-
sented here at the last Session numbered
but a few thousands. I well recollect .the
cirdamstances under which those petitions

were withdrawn from general signature.-

While they were being circulated for that
purpose - the country was told by members

“of this house, and their partizans elsewhere,

that Confederation would not be brought

.here ; that the Government dare not bring

it here ; and I think I might bring it to the

- recollection of one of the delegates that he

proclaimed the ‘opinion that the subject

would .not be presented to us for many.

years. It was under these and other cir-
cumstances that the people ceased petition-
ing, and but for the representations I'have
referred to, the number would have reached
that of those which were sent across the
water. ’

The Provincial Secretary, in referring to
the scheme, touched wpon one important
topic—the fishéries. My constituents, sir,
are deeply interested in that branch_of in-
dustry—none more so, perhaps, except those
of the county of Halifax, and what is the
history of Confederation in that aspect?
prrgamagingly has Canadian influence
operated on those engaged in the fisheries
o? the country * Every one knows that they
have been.sold and sacrificed ; and wheth-
er it be ‘Canadian-or Imperial agency that
has been at work, I .care not—the melan-.
choly fact remains : our, fisheries and our
fishermen have been sold. This, sir, is a
foretaste of the fruits of Confederation—this
is a splecimen of thie policy that will be pur-
sued 1n reference to the many other inter-
ests of the Maritime Provinces when it suits
the, objects of the new “ Dominion.” There
is no .man, young .or old, engaged in.the
prosecution of the'fisheries, and dependent
upon them for his support, but has this mel-

.ancholy conviction forced upon his mind—

that to-be a British subject is to occupy a
position inferior to that of an American. All
that valoable property which the Legisla-

ture has been from year !o year declaring’

to be the peculiar possesion 'of the country
has been transferred for a consideration too
paltry.and contemptible to mention. Every
member here, who has fishermen for his

just feel that this.Canadian
policy should.induce him to pause a.long

time before giving his assent to this Union.’

-1 new come tothat part of the Provinecial

Secretary’s observations which relate toa

.gentleman who, thongh'he is here, is de-
barred from answering jor himself, inas-
‘much as"le has exhausted the privileges

[

which the rules accord to him. The so-
called annexation sentiments of the hon.
member for East Halifax have been pro-
claimed by the Provincial Secretary. I'un-
derstood my hon. friend to say this: “I do
not wish to_be.an American, I wish to be
g British su&)ject—-l wish ﬁo rﬁma}i‘n a dNbi'a

otian, and to enjoy my birthright and m
cfﬁs\tiﬁl’ﬁona freédom };s such; I do nrz

wish to be a Canadian: hat is the whole
extent of the ground :rhvhfthischuge

of annexation sentiments has been founded ————

and sought.to be fastened upon the hon.
member. The next name on my list is'the
hon. member for Inverness, who referred to
a topic that is very distasteful to me, be-
cause it refers to a state of mind -and inten-
tion which it is derogatory to the honor of
this House to suppose’ that any member of
the House is moved by—that is, the matter
of corruption. As I have said, the topic is
derogatory to us, it is distasteful to me, and
I will pass it by with only this remark—let’
the people be our judge. But the hon.
member thought he had made a great point
when he ‘asked . if we had the machinery
for testing this question at the polls, taking
into consideration the population of the va-
rious counties, and the number of members
returned. But he forgot that thatis the ma-
chinery by which this House is constituted,
under any and all circumstances and in re-
lation to every question, and.therefore I
‘consider that his analysis of the population
and representation of the several constitu-
encies was 1o proof in gupport of his posi-
tion. Then the hon. member .spoke of the
union of Cape Breton with this Province;
but he forgot to tell us, as he should Lave
done, that at that time the island had no re-
presentative institutions; its affairs were
managed by the Governor and Council, and
its people were not represented at all. ' The
eople of the island were therefore elevated
in the scale of constitutional freedom when
their interests were placed under the protec-
tion of representatives duly elected by them.
I now come to the hon. member for Halifax
(Mr. Shannon.) = He gredtly mistook the re-
ference which I'made to the period and the
'doings of Nero. I meant and made no al-
lusion at' all to the proceedings of the Im- -
-perial Parliament, in connection with the
mierry-making in which the “speech” call-
ed us to join, but my remarks were aimed
at the concocters of that speech. It was in
connection with the proposed rejoicings that
I made thereference to the. tyrant who, in
the midst.of a calamity such as néver af-
flicted this Province, saw such grest reason
‘for merriment.. lee, _hon,. gentleman then

‘went'on to give'us a'glowing picture of the-
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period when Confederation was consum-
“mated in this Province. He told his con-
stituents through this House: * You farm-
erd, you fishermen, you artizans, all of you
are o get a double price for all the wares

‘and commodities you bring to market.” On’

what grounds has' he made such an asser-
‘tion? Has he oftered us any grounds for
it? Am Ito suppose that this is all clap-
trap in‘ended to influesce a constituency
on the approach of an election? I can
imagine any other reason for such a state-
ment. . Then, again, he told us that the la-
‘boring men of the city of Halifax undet-
stand this question well, and are going to
be greatly benefited by Confederation. I
ask, do not the  merchants who give these
“men their living-understand the question at
least as well? ~ Ts it not the interest of the
merchants to aivance the general prosperi-
ty, and how is it that they are opposed to
tﬁ‘e scheme? Do men generally act in op-
position to their interests? No; they are
men of intelligence, and from north to south
of this city they in a very large proportion
rejéct the measure.

Then we were told that Confederation
-would keep all the young men in theé coun-
try ; if the hon. member’s expectations are
realized the young men will be too nume-
rous; and Nova Scotia will be too small a
“field for them. To this [ answer the world
is wide ‘'enough. There is the neighboring:
Republic, to which many of them have al-
ready repaired, and in’ which they have

‘raised themselves to positions of eminence "

~and iealth. [ am reminded in this con-

nection of one who has become one of the -

most eminent shipbuilders in the world.
He went from one of our western counties.

Mr. CuurcninL~—He failed at last.

Mr. S. Camepern.—Perhaps so; but has
he not benefitted the world 1n the mean-
time? - It would seem’ from the speech of
the hon. member for Halifax (Mr. Tobin)
_that h@, too, is impressed with the same
notion that Nova Scotia is not large enough
for our young men. The Dominion is to

‘enlarge the field, but they can go to any

part of the new Dominion now. I come
now to the Financial Secretary, who has
‘entitled himself to special notice at my

‘hangs, having extended to me a certain

class of civilities rendering such recognition
necessary. He termed me ‘“a mere colo-
nial lawyer)” Let me ask what heis? 1Is
he so pufled up b! being placed in his pre-
"sent position, and by having been sent on
an urinecessary and expensive delegation
abroad, and having so little to do at home
that he can afford to sneer at members of
_his own profession, and. endeavour to déro-

\

(@ate from their position By the contemptible

_epithet he has used? Sir, let him bear in
mind that his position.is but for a day. He
also charged me with recklessness and
audacity in my views and expressions.
Sir, as a British subject, and a British free-
man, ['shall entertain any.opinion that ma
commerd itself to my judgment, and will
express that opinion as freely as I please.

-Annezation to tte Unithd States, says the’
hon member, is the object of gentlemen on

his side. The hon. gentleman, in so saying .
ventured on a'statement as untrue as it was °
bold. No man shall venture with i npunityto .

hurl that charge at us, or convey without
challenge the imputation of disloyalty. Dis-
Joyalty is no part of\my nature—it has marked
no act of my publie’ career. I am willing
to lay down my life—to shed the last drop of
my blood, on behalf of the country in which my
log is cast, and with whose fortunes my best af-
fections are entwined; but at the sam¢ time I
know my rights, and shall, take every ‘constitu-
tional means to- vindicate them. And, sir, let
me remind the hon. member that I am' not paid
for my loyalsy—it is an_inborn principle; it is
‘not of that spurious kind which is fed upon and
fattened by the sweets and solids of the public
treasury. o ' o

Again, the hon. member says, “If the people

feel any embarrassment in the consideration of
the question, would it not be wise in them to
take the opinion and to act upon the conclusion
of those standing at ‘the head jof affairs on the
“other side of the water ¥’  Sir, 1 do 'not admit
that he has the right to call on'a free people liv-
‘ing u der constitutional government to forego
their own indubitable privilege and to commit
the decision of any questiony much less the pre-
sont one, to any other than themselves. The
are clothed from their very birth, with the pri-
vileze of deciding upon eyery qucstion that can

ossibly. arise; and though it has been not only
insinuzted but asserted that they are ignorant, I
‘know well this fact, that in every county in ‘the
Province, there are fifty-five men to be found
" quite as capable of giving arightecons decision on
the present question.as: the. fifty-five: members
who compose this: honse.
that the people ought not to be. content to leave
this question to any; arbitrament in which their
voices are not heard. L

Before passing f:om this portion of, the hon.
member’s remarks, let. me present to the house
my. idea of some of the hon. gentleman’s reasons
for raking up these phantom charges about, an-
nexation and disloyalty. The hon. member
knew what was the inborn, ordinary and natural
feeling of a great portion of the people of the
county that hc nominally repréesents. Scotch-
men, he knew, were distinguished for their pat
riotism, and he thought it might be advastage-
. ous, in"view of his own:dubious position, to
..excite the hostile feelings of the men of that
nationality’ by charging upon the ppponents of
. Confederation the aims and sentimepts to which
. T have referred.  But, sir, torefort upon the hon.

'

/

I insist, therefore,-
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membet, Tet me ask, not what havebeen his views
or his sentiments, bat what hiasbeen his conduct?
He has done his utmost to denude his Scot-
tish friends and constitaents of theinconstitution-
al liberties.-  When I think of this, I feel bound
to tell him, though it may not. be a very com-
. fortable piece of information for him to bear
in his remembrance, that Scotchmen every-
where are like the guarded emblem of their
" never-conquered land, and are ever ready to
meet the foe who wantonly would tread upon or
rudely. touc' the folinge or the flower of their
freedom. (hear.) They willnotbe Scotchmen
if, when he again ventures to approach them,
he does not feel the thrust of their indignation
jercing the very marrow of his political exs
tence. ’

1 now comp, sir, to the gist of the amend-
ment—the constitutional question, as it has
been called; and let me ask if this 1s a subject
in the consideration of which we are to be met
with an objection, what I cannot but calla
constitutional quibble? We have been repea-
tedly and vauntingly told that we have shown
no precedent that would jus'ify the House In
adopting the amendment I have had the honor
to propose. 'To this quibble, sir, I offer in re-
gly thes Ystantial precedent of common sense.

t wiil be . me enough when these expounders
of constiv.‘ional law furnish me with a state
of things sumilar to that existing in relation
to this quesion—it will, I, say be time enough
to produce the now impossible precedent. 8ir,
the question of Confederation is upon us=it is
widely regarded as a new and unprecedented
malady, endangeringihe entire b
and how isitto bemet? .It mustbe dealt with
out of the usual course,—no ordinary applica-
_tions would be reasonable or wise; it urzently
demands the freest treatment, aud no treat-
ment seems to me more prudentor consonant
with wisdom than the one which I propose in
the amendment. This branch of the Legisla-
ture must, according to the principles of its con-
stitution, terminate i's exiatence in the course
of & very foew weeks. Every member of this
House will then be called on to meet his con-
gtitnents face to face, What,1 ask,even in re-
ferenceto the position and prospects of the Ad-
ministra‘ion itself, can possibly transpire be-
tween the present period and the period of
that inevitable election to induce the Govern-
ment to oppose the postponement of the ques-
tion until then?

T must not ba undarstood as wishing to
take the final decision of the question out of
the haids of the Legislatare, but let the mat-
ter remuin as it is, let the public business go
on to completion, aud after that is done let the
people as is customary and constitutional re-
cord their votes, and let the rasult of that élec-
tion be their decision of this guestion. * If fa-
vorable let it finaliy incorporated into law
when our successors come here. There is and
there can be no other guestion pending in the
country of greater impor'ance than this, and I
agsert that the clectors are intellizent enough
to decide it on its own merits. ‘With their ver-
diot I shall be eatisfied. This is no sudden im-

pulse with me—thisisno factious view. From.

the first moment that the question of uwnion
was mooted I have given expression to the
same unchangeable sentiment—and in doing
80 1 of course advocated a proceeding that

y politic,— -

wottld havs the effect, if adopted, of abridging
the term of my own parliamentary existence.
Particnlarly do ¥ conaider it as dishonourable
in the extreme to adopt any other course than
the one I advoeate inasmuch - as - gentlemen.
here in favor of this measure well know that
they are acting in opposition to their own con-
victions of the existing féeling throughout the
Province, In several counties public mest-
ings have been held which have been attended,
not by men of ‘one party, but by men repre-
sentlng every political olass} and no man can
beignorant of the septiment which those gen-

eral gatherings enunciated. The opinions.and - -

wishes of other-conuties have also in other,
modes been unmistakeably expressed. - It is,"
therefore, tyrannical, wrong and usjust in the
extreme, with that conviction un the minds of .
meambers, to refuse the people. the ordinary
right of passing on a measure that is -to affect
them and children forever.  What is the end
and ohject of government b&t the happiness
and welfare of the people? Governments are
not institutions created for the purpose of ham-
peringn few officiale, but to enlarge the intar-
ests and promote the prosperity of the coune
try in entive subordination to the well under-
stood wishes of the people. Is this measure,
regarded in.that aspect, in_the least degree
likely to secure that much desiréd end? Mr.
Speaker, I have from the outset of this debate
purposely abstained from going info the gener-
al question of Confederation, the resolution I -
have submitted afirma the one grand princi-
ple that the question should pot be decided
until the people are heard upon it at the polls.
I might have pointed out many incgngrui-
ties and unsound aud unjust provisiofls, and
manpy others likely to produce disseuntiouns in
the dominion about to be erected, but
1 have preferrad confining myself to the simple
but sound: principle of appealing first to the

-people of this country to ask them, the sov-

ereign people as I will call them, whether they
will bave this Union—this Dominion~~or not?
I cannot close, however, and resume my seat
without tbis single observation. The Govern-
ment are about to pass, or expect ere long to
gee enacted this measure of Union. When
passed and ena3ted will it be worth the paper
on which it is printed if the minds au(i) the
hearts of the people do not endorse ivz. Is it
merely a stretch of the imagination to fancy
a majority returned in opposition to the
principles of the bill,-~may we not justly an-
ticipate that contingency? And what thén?
‘Why of courae that there will be an agitation
wide and violent for the repeal ¢f this union.
In what temper and under what pledge will-
the represen‘atives of the people come from
the, polls? by a large majority this house,
or the house to succeed if, will ba composed
of the men opposed to Confederation. Do
you suvppose, sir, that the seuse of " wrong
aud iojustice will se soon be effaced from
their hearts and memories? No the same con-
vipt.ious that operate now will operate then
with tenfold furce, and lamentable will bethe
condition of disorder and confusion in whigh
public matters will then be involved. It is
surely more than wise to avoid this' almost
certain consummation. I ask the house to
counsider its position and its duty in {hat view.
This argument I feel shoald opefate faverabl
upon the vote to-night. I conclude, sir, with
the hope, sincere and ardent, that the coursd
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' taken on this ocoasion may wot produce any _ Against the Amendment—Heffoernan, James
' such fatal resalt. At all events, if it should, I Fraser, Shannon, Ohas. Campbell, Bourinot,
sball have the consolation that I have done Hill, Whitman, D, Fraser, Churchill, Allisog,
my best to avept it by submitiing the amend- Pryor, Parker, McKay, Kaulback, Hill, Tobin, -
ment I have the honor to proposs. tI)I:;;nil{to}g._ Jos*, g%o]?‘ 1}1, Lon;ﬁl‘ey, .iT .l(gmnp3
» ) cKinnon crariane, Xinancial Secre-\
HA" 2% gclo:;k the qnesgon was put to the cary’, Tupper, 'Oowie, Bob&chau; Archibald,
ouse when there appeare Blanchard, Colin Qampbell, Smyth, Caldwell, \
For It{'he Auigndm%ﬁrToWEFeﬂdi Hetl)?l.)' ‘?al— —32.
com, Ross, More, am, McLelan, Robert- \
on, ’Blackv’mod, King, S.'Campbeu,’ Coffin, The last clause of the answer to the address
. Lncke, Ray, Annand, Brown—16, passed by the same vote,

\
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