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The Editor’s Uision.

NE night as I sat in my sanctum hecvily pressed
O and borne down by the carcs of journalism, I fell
into a kind of half dreamy condition, between the condi-
tion of sleep and wakefulness.  While 1 was in this con-
dition, a change gradually stole over me. My cares
vanished. Troubles were unknown. The fruitless scarch
for copy was forgotten. I was happy, and yet on a closer
examination of my surroundings I scemed to recognize
where I was. Yes, there was a familiarity with all around
me. I seemed to be in my own room. I went out and
found the samc long corridor that so oft has rung with
the happy voices of my fellow students, Everything
was the same.  There was the old College building, and
here the Morrice Hall.  And in all this I was happy. 1
scemed to be gifted with the power of moving noisclessly
from room to room like some of the genii of the Arabian
Nights. Everywhere I went I found bustle and activity.
In onc room a student engaged in writing out a
pondcrous article on some Mectaphysical subject intended
for the CoLLEGE JournaL. In another room I found 2
student striving to give vent to his pent-up feclings in a
pocm intended for ournextissuc. In another I found the
student’s busy brain giving out, in strains of plcasing and
mirth-giving English, an article to relicve the heavy tone of
our Journal. Inanother I found one trying to relieve the
melancholy state of his mind by an attack upon the
dictetic arrangements of the College.  In another room
the language of the Gacl was being brought into sub-
servicnce for our Journal. In another the language of
La belle France. How happy was I then. I saw before

me at Jast the fond ideal after which I had been carnestly
striving. I saw at last that our Journal was in truth
being used as a medium whereby the burning thoughts
of cur students might be made known to the world. Inthis
I saw improvement to those who were so engaged, and
a rest from the anxiety that had been thoughtlessly laid
upon the shoulders of the editors.  And strange to say
my dream did not stop here. But on the wings of imagina-
tion I was taken inmy flight far from the College. Iwas
transposed to quict parsonages nestling among the trees in
the sweet and blissful country.  Pecping within what did
Ifind? There I saw our graduvates in their homes, many
of them engaged in writing articles and interesting com-
munications to the local column. My joy wascomplete.
But at this stage of my happiness, 1 heard a sudden
noise, the ringing of a bell, and I was brought back to
the grave reality that my beautiful vision was only a
drcam. Toobad, too bad. I was brought back to the
fact tha. wnat I saw in my drcam was our students and
graduates as they ought to be; but alas ! in many instances
the picture of what they really are in regard to the
Journal is one that cntails too much labor and hard
work on those unfortunates whom they have clevated to
the position of managers.

Preparation for the Ministry.

E often hear that the preacher’s work is the
noblest that can occupy the attention of men.
Whether all men will agree with this statement is a ques-
tion, Lut, at least, all theological students and ministers
should believe that this is the true position of their work,
and scek to qualify themselves for it accordingly. The
greater the work—the more important its sphere, the great-
cr is the need of prepuration for that work.

Now there is «u belief in a great many quarters, and
perhaps in the minds of some students as well, that there
is no need for all these years of toil and study at college
to fit a man for preaching the Gospel. The eamest con-
vert, the young enthusiast desires at once to rush into the
ficld to make known the glad tidings of a Saviour found,
and he fecls in many cases the hainess of college life to
be a wearisome burden, which he camestly desires to Le
freed from. Now, we must sympathize with the student
who is filled with such impaticnce, but we must scck to
counsel such, that they must cultivate patience, persever-
ance and attention to duty as the pre-requisites in many
cases to success in ministerial life.  When earthly kings
send ambassadors they send men of culture well-fitted for
their task, and shall ministers who are the ambassadors
of the King of kingsnot scck the highest qualifications to
which they can attain ?

Besidcs, in the Church in Canada, there is not any great
reason why students should be impatient. The Home
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Mission ficlds of our church give ample scope in the sum-
mer months for sludents to exercise their zeal and lovein
the active work of the ministry,

Why, then, impatience? why, then, a desire to make col-
lege days as short as possible ?  Is it with the feeling that
the Lord is more willing to bless the comparatively un-
educated minister in preference to the educated ; or is it
in simple hatred of hard work that the college is disliked ?
If any one supposes that the labors of the uneducated are
more blessed than the labors of men of culture, such an
one, to disabuse his mind of such an idea, needs only to
look into the history of the great revivals that have marked
the history of the Church to find that the labors of men of
high attainments have, by the blessing of God, been pro-
ductive of great and lasting gocd. Calvin in France,
Zwingle in Switzerland, Knox in Scotland, Wesley in
England, were men of the highest attainment, and cven
Moody of the present day is a man of great culture, being
indced mighty in the scriptures,  We consider, then, that
delaying a few years at college islaying in material, know-
ledge, &c., to fit men for the work in the world. If you
stand at Liverpool dock you will sce many tons of coal
stowed away in the ocean steamers, and you ask what is
this coal for. The Captain knows well what it is for.
He knows without this coal all impatience to heave the
anchor and seek the open sea will be folly, because, if he
leaves without sufficient fuel, he cannot reach his haven.
Let students, then, take a true view of the work at college.
This is work for God. Every verse of the Greek text,
every text of the old Hebrew tongue that they construe is
work done for the Master. Let them, then, scek to take
such a view of their college work, and life will be sweeter
and work will be more pleasant, and by the good hand of
God leading them, they will, in his own time, enter into
the field of labor to which he has called them.

E draw attention to the announcement of the Na-

tional School of Elocution and Oratory, in another
column, The summer scssion is again to be held in the Uni-
versity buildings, Cobourg, Ont., this ycar. Among those
who took the full course last summer were Revs. E. F.
Torrance, Peterbora’ ; D. L. McCrae, Cobourg ; and many
other Presbyterian ministers. These all speak in the very
highest terms of the course of instruction, and of the
benefits derived therefrom. )

The value attaching to the vocal instruction and Elo-
cutionary training imparted by this now celebrated School
of Oratory is witnessed to by the following, taken from
The Cobourg World >—

«We, the students of the National School of Elocution
and Oratory, Philadelphia, cannot allow the Summer
Session cf 1882 to come to a close without expressing to
the members of the faculty an expression of our high ap-
preciation of the system taught in the school. We be-
lieve this system to be the only one founded on true
principles, and thoroughly cffective in promoting a
healthful developement of the voice, correct and distinct
enunciation and natural expression.

*We cannot adequately express our gratitude for the
diligence and enthusiasm with which the members of the
faculty have labored in their respective departments ; and
wc can assure them that by the faithful discharge of their
duties, and the kindly intcrest which they have manifested
in our progress, they have won not only the esteem, but
also the hearty affection of all their students. We are so

sensible of the benefits we have received during the brief
term now closing, that we cannot refrain from expressing
the carnest hope that the faculty may be able again to
visit Coburg. so that others as well as ourselves may
profit by their able and original instructions.
* Signed on behalf of the students of the school.
“ Rev. F. . WaLLACE.
“ D. L. McCrae.”

l£hurqh or Sect ?

HE word sect has for the most part been employed as

amere term of contempt for any other body of Chris-
tians by those who claim to belong to the true church. Ro-
man Catholics apply it to every church but their own;
prelatists commonly hurl it at all churches that are non-
prelatical; representatives of establishments whether
Episcopal, Lutheran or Reformed, have been wont to
use it to express their contempt for all dissenters from
the established faith and worship; strong churches have
everywhere seized op it to dub the weak. Inall this
hardly any principle of distinction between church and
sect is observable beyond the childish one that their own
has been a church or 74 church, while others with few
exceptions or none have been sects. If the distinction
is worth anything it is surely high time that some clear
line were drawn between them. Where shall it be ?

Not in the mere fact of numbers surely. The majority
in one country is the minority in another, and the mino-
ity of to-day may be the majority to-morrow. It is
altogether too late to make it turn on the fact of estab-
lishment.  Judged by that fact on this continent we
should have all churches or all sects. None but extreme
high churchmen would now maintain that it depends
upon the form of government by bishops or otherwise,
or on their regular succession from the Apostles. The
historical origin of any body can hardly furnish us with
any criterion; for the spirit is more than all else, and
religious bodies, like others, change their charucter for the
better or the worse with the lapse of time. Even the
test of creeds will fail us here, for it only raises in another
form the same question of where we shall draw the line.

We must go back to first principles. The invisible
church, which is the only universal church, consists of
all those who are truly regenerated by the Spirit of God.
Apart from all differences of race, color, culture or
creed, all of these will be saved. All such, therefore,
havc a right to admission into the visible church upon
their giving reasonable evidence that they are regencrate.
Hence those religious bodies that make this the only con-
dition of membership may rightfully claim to be churches
or sections of the true Church, because cach one might
become the church universal, embracing all the true peo-
ple of Christ. All others are sects because they do not
and never can embrace all of Christ's true people. Thsi
distinction is one that is easily intelligible and may be
readily applied because it proceeds upon a simple princi-
ple, and we believe it is the only one that can be consis-
tently maintained. The Presbyterian Church, at any rate,
bases its claim to Catholicity on the ground that it an-
swers to this test; and because it claims to be a Catholic
Church it excludes none from its membership who show
evidence of the new birth, and who, as regenerate, love
the Lord Jesus Christ,
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College Sermons.

FTYHE Scnate has made a new departure, and one which

promises to be eminently useful,in establishing Sab-
bath afternoon services in the David Motricc Hall. The
fiest of these was held on the 28th of January, froma
quarter past four to a quarter past five o'clock.

The faculty and students appeared in academicals, and
were joined by a goodly number of citizens, Several city
pastors without solicitation showed their good will and
practical interest in college work by announcing the mect-
ing from their pulpits,

The Rev. Professor Campbell, M.A., presided and led
in prayer. Mr. D. G. Cameron, student of the third year
theology, acted as lector. The singing was conducted by
the students under the direction of Mr. John MacLaren.
The chanting of the ¢6th and g7th Psalms was spirited
and earnest, and heartily joined in by the congregation.

The brief prayer of thanksgiving engaged in when the
offerings of the people were laid by the collectors on the
table before the president was an appropriate and im-
pressive feature of the service.

The sermon was preached by the Rev. Principal Mac-
vicar, LL.D., from Jonah ii.,, 9, *Salvation is of the
Lord”” He dwelt upon:

Y. The fact that salvation is of the Lord. This wasen-
forced by clear evidence drawn from scripture and reason.

1. The significance of this fact—what it means fo us.
Salvation is not what it is often supposed to be. It is not
mere church membership. Hypocrites go this length,
although the number of such is probably smaller than is
usually supposed.

Salvation does not consist in smoothing down a man’s
sins and rendering them decent in the eyes of others.
They may be all the more vile in God's sight on this ac-
count. Nor does salvation consist in arranging a man’s
theological opinions in harmony with some standard of
orthodoxy. Many a cold-hearted, unsaved man is ortho-
dox enough; and yet no special praise is due to misty,
vague, uncertain notions in theology—they are proofs of
ignorance, indolence, and pride rather than of high in-
tellectual attainments and merit.

Salvation and science are separate and distinct matters
—the latter most important in its place, but not a substi-
tute for the former. Mere mental, moral, and social pol-
ish does not save the soul. To be a polished sham—* a
society man”—will avail a person nothing in the hour of
death and judgment.

1. Salvation means pardon.
Supreme Judge. A man cannot pardon himselt.
God that justifieth.”

The distinctive peculiarity of gospel pardon is, that the
Judge presses it in the most tender and earnest manner
upon the acceptance of the criminal. Along with pardon
He urges him to receive back his lost patrimony, to receive
without money and without price *an inheritance incor-
ruptible and undefiled "—*an cternal weight of glory.”
He presses this upon him because He purchased it with
His own life. In order to secure it He was despised, re-
jected, spit upon, scourged and crucified. Why should
any refuse pardon and glory thus secured for them ?

2. Salvation means spiritual life in the soul. This is
from the Lord. Man can do a thousand things, he can
reason, and judge, and love, and hate, and will, and pray,
but this one thing he cannot do—he cannot forgive him-
self, and he cannot give spiritual life to his own dead soul.

This must come from the
“Itis

How is it done? By God the Father and God the Son
sending the Holy Spirit to the soul to kindle in it the
flame of eternal life. Hence Jesus says :— 1 give unto
them eternal life,” “and because I live ye shall live also.”

It is vain to ask, what is life? We can see its effects
in the vegetable and aaimat ; but the wisest theologian or
scientist on earth cannot tell what it is. So with this in-
finitely higher spiritual life, we know what it does for us.
It cnables us to lay hold of and to enjoy God and the things
of God; but as to its origin we must be content with the
Saviour's statement :—* ‘The wind bloweth where it listeth,
and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell
whence it cometh and whither it goeth: so is every one
that is born of the Spirit”

3. Salvation means purification from the pollution of sin.
Hence Jesus saves his people from fheir sins, Pardon
without purification would be a doubtful boon and not in
the interests of morality, No Government on earth could
stand the strain made upon it by a general jail-delivery, by
pardon being extended to all criminals. Such an act
would not only endanger life, property, and peace, but
eventually annihilate society. Hence, along with pardon
and spiritual life, God, by His truth and by His Spirit as
well as by the discipline of His providence, refines and
purifies the soul, enables a man to put down all that is
base and false in himself. But more than this:

4. Salvation means victory tn the battle of life and afiter-
ward elernal glory. We have undoubtedly to struggle
against our environment. Evil forces act upon us from
the world, the flesh and the devil, but we are made supe-
rior to them all through our Lord Jesus Christ. His grace
is sufficient for us—sufficient to begin spiritual life in the
soul, and to develop and mature it until it ripens into
eternal glory.

Heaven.

No ear hath heard, no eye beholden,
The glorious things cf Heaven ;

No heart hath ever yet conceived,
The joys of the forgiven.

There fairer suns are ceazcless shining,
Unending summer there,

And golden fruits and flowers unfading
Regale the balmy air.

No sigh or murmur ever enters
The bright hume of the blest ;

No tear bedews the cheek of sorrow,
No heart with care oppressed.

No labours there weigh down the weary,
No sickness ever comes 3

Through pathless fields of light and glory,
The ransomed spirit roams.

No sin again shall wound the conscience
Within that pure abode ;

For they who dwell in gsdisc
Walk in the light of God.

No longer will the stormy ocean
Keep friend apart from friend ;

No niggn will come with gloom and shadow,
The day will never end.

And hoary age shall never visit,
The land of love and truth ;
For all its fair inhabitants
Bask in immortal youth.

‘When shall my Eoyous soul unfettered,
Range those Elysian fields ;
And taste the still increasing sl:mxc,

‘Which all their beauty yiel J. B. S,
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Pulpit Power,

NHE question is often asked by earnest men, as well as
by seclf-constituted outlook committees—* Is the
power of the pulpit on the decline ?”  The answer to this
usually varjes with the state of the nervous system, the
condition of the atmosphere, or the direction of the
wind, The power of the pulpit, like the state of religion,
depends largely on the mental structure or personal suc-
cess of him who estimates it.  Perhaps there are very few
of us capable of giving a reliable opinion on the point,
One aflirms that it is not on the decline, and in proof,
refers 1o the fact that during the last year, seen members
have been added to his communion roll, while only six
were removed ; apparently oblivious of the fact that there
is a considerable extent of inhabited territory on the
globe outside of his diocese.  Another declares that it is
on the wane, for we have no men in our day to compare
with those of the past; forgetful, meenwhile that the
greatness of any man is largely the creation of circum-
stances; that there are now thousands of men who could
fill the places in history of Luther or Knox, if called upon
to doit,

Leaving this question where the millennium is likely to
find it—unsettled—in so far as it is a matter of opinion,
a question of greater interest presents itself. It is of
more practical moment to us to know how pulpit power
may be acquired and maintained than to speculate as to
its extent To the preacher it is eveiything. The pul-
pit is his throne. With it are associated his fondest
hopes, his loftiest aspirations, his dearest interests.
There he stands, in an especial sense, as the ambas-
sador of the Most High. There he speaks on matters
of thrilling interest and transcendent importance, and
expects there, of all other places, the blessing promised
by the Saviour just before his ascension; for it
was with his disciples, as preackers, that He promised to
be ““ even unto the end of the world.” To be powerful
in the pulpit is, or ought to be, therefore, the supreme
aim of every preacher of the Gospel.

The great primary source of pulpit power is ¢ the Holy
Ghost sent down from Heaven.” Of course, without this
we are shorn of our strength.  But, to leave this out of
view, and to contemplate preaching simply as an ar/, there
are certain elements of power which, though secondary,
are nevertheless essential :—

(1.) A profound knowledge of the Seripfures. The Bible
itself is to be sfudied. It is an unfathomable mine of
truth. No sanc man in this enlightened age imagines
that all truth is ascertained or that there are no new dis-
coveries of truth to be made in the Scriptures. The
humble pastor of Leyden was right when he said, * God
has yet many new truths to break forth out of his word.”
There are new aspects and relations of truth yet to be
described.  There are adaptations of truth to truth, and
of truth to human necessity never yet discovered.  The
man who supposes that all truth is bound up in the
# fathers,” or expressed in our own crceds and confes-
sions, belongs to the last century and should have been
Jeft there, The Gospel will bear to be studied till time
shall be no more, and even then we shall not have reach-
ed the bottom of the mine. And yet how many preachers
of the Gospel there are who are comparatively ignorant
even of the English version of the Scriptures.

People speak flippantly and thoughtlessly of Moody as
an uncducated man, but the fact is that Moody is edu-

cated and well cducated.  Anyone who has heard him
speak to enquirers or address converts must have been
struck with the thought that, after all, Moody is a man
“ mighty in the Scriptwes.””  And who will” doubt that
this is one sccret of his power?  And who can question
that just in proportion as the profound siudy of the Bidle
is neglected, whatever else may be dong, 15 the efliciency
and success of the ministry lessened.

(2.) A philosophical presentation of the truth.  The idea
is, not that we should preach phiosoply; but that we
should preach philosophically. There should be no beg-
ging of the question, no mere declamation where sound
reasoning is required.  Whatever our forefathers may
have been, we must be logical. The spirit of the age
requires it, and it will not do for preachers to fall behind
other men in this matter, It is 10 be feared that the logic
of the pulpit is often regarded with much less respect
than that which is employed in otker professions. It is
quite true that the subjects .on which our rcasoning is
cmployed are distasteful to the natural heart, and that
reasoning is always liable to be regarded as weak and in-
conclusive which is employed to convince men that they
are in error ; still, there can be no doubt that much of the
reasoning of theologians, and especially of preachers,
passes for very little among large classes of men.  Is it
not true that many go to hear a preacher with a different
expectation from that which they have when they listen
to an argument at the bar 2 The pulpit has been charged
with the use of infirm logic, and under that imputation
we must not let it lie. It is easy to see how the preacher
may fall under the charge. Unlike the lawyer, he hasno
keen opponent to detect and expose the flaws in his ar-
guments. There is no one to examine his position. He
uses arguments which have been hallowed by the usage
of ages. Sainted men have employed them, and they
have for centuries been associated with expressions of
picty from the good and the great. And, above all, with
gown and cassock, with surplice and bands, who can call
his word in question ? But we have fallen upon an age
that will not accept such things as substitutes for logic.
The merest schoolboy in our day laughs a: Turretin’s
argument against the Copernican system of astronomy,
and the fact simply is, that the preacher who expects to
succeed in this last quarter of the nineteenth century
must post himself in science and philosophy, and must
accustom himself to the use of relentless logic.

In this connection, every thoughtful Christian must hail
as unspeakable boons the arrangements for post gradu-
ata courses and the foundation of travelling fellowship in
our colleges. Nor could we estimate the benefit likely to
accrue to the rising genceration of ministers and to the
church at large, should we have a distinct professorship in
cach of our colleges for the purpose of discussing the rela-
tions between theolog 7 and science. The day is not far dis-
tant when we must have such chairs; when men of the
heaviest calibre can devote all their time to research in
this department, when our young ministers shall beable to
meet all opponents on their own ground, Now my point
is this; that a man in order to be a preacher of power
in our day, must use such language and such arguments
as cannot, in all fairness, be called in question on
literary grounds. The counsel of Paul to Timothy is not
yet out of date :—* Use sound specch that cannot be
condemned."” :

(3.) A third and indispensable element of pulpit power
is common sense. By this is meant the 4abif of perceiving
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and appreciating the fitness of things with a correspond-
ing tact and disposition to turn everything to the best
account, This implies calm and clear judgment, the
absence of conceit and selfishness, with a susceptibility of
benefiting by experience. Multitudes have undertaken
to write the history of success, but who has attempted to
write the history of failure ? No one: and therefore an
interesting and instructive portion of human histor, re-
mains unwritten.  Should some melancholy Platarch yet
arise to gather up and write down the names and
biographies of those who have started in life with high
hopes and bright prospucts, and have ended in miserable
failure, the record would contain much that would interest
us, Its length would certainly surprise us. It would tell of
multitudes wrecked on the ocean of life by the curse of
lust and intemperance. It would tell of disappointed
ambition, of blighted hopes, of chagrin and despair, It
would tell of mighty powers of intellect wasted on wild
and visionary schemes ; of the dissipation of ecnergy : of
misdirected and misapplied power. It would tell of well-
meant benevolence misunderstood and thwarted ; of noble
plans never executed ; of good resolutions never carried
into effect. But it would also furnish a long array of
names of thcse who have never accomplished anything
for lack of common sense. Who has not known men of
talent to fail from this very lack? Who cannot name
preachers who might have been eminently useful, even
powerful, had it not been that they always spoiled them-
selves and their work by displaying a want of discretion?
We have all listened to amazing displays of learning. We
have been dazed and overwhelmed by wonderful meta-
physical speculations. Rude and uncalled-for scolding
with assumptions of great personal influence and author-
ity have sent hungry souls away unfed. Vulgar and
grossly suggestive allusions have excited the blush of
shame, till the expression of disgust is scarce withheld.
Many such are doomed to travel. The Church is willing
that they should do so for years; and perhaps it is the
best thing they could do, if not for the Church, at least
for themselves; for is not “travel” prescrited as one
great means of acquiring knowledge and culture ?  Sure-
ly, if a man has no common sense, he deserves to buy it.
Without it men do not succeed in other callings; and it
cannot be a disparagement cither of the Work of the
Holy Spirit, or of the power of the Gospel to specify it as
an important element of pulpit power,

(4.) But, perhaps next to the endowment of the Holy
Spirit, the grand secret of efficiency—the secret of all ari—
lies in the power of throwing one's soul into the work.
What man, what woman, has ever succeeded in anything
without enthusiasm ? What sculptor, painter, musician, or
orator has ever yet become famous withoutit 2 This has
been the secret of success with all those who have sent
their names down to future times, and in our day of high
pressure, of specialtics and competition and rapid pro-
gress, success without it is impossible, And surely in the
highest of all arts—that of preaching-~no man can refuse
to give his whole soul to the work. To make known the
Way of Life is surely the loftiest and noblest work that
can absorb the powers of man. And skox/d it not absorb
them? Thatis a wonderful work. It cost untold suffer-
ing to lay the foundation for it. It calls into operation
all the means of grace. It involves co-operation with the
Most High. It interests all hearers, and shall we not
give oursclves wholly to it? Then shall we be men of
power in the highest position that man can occgpy.

.D.B.
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Calls from -*udents respectfully solicited.
Composition Groups, Enlargements and Lifc-Size Qil-Portraits.
Telephonic communication.

W. G. MARTIN, PHOTO.,

141 ST. PETER STREET, MONTREAL.
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Mr. Spurgeon on Elerical Dress.
IT is Shakespeare who tells us :—

““Ihe evil that men do lives after them ;
‘The good is oft interred with their bones.”

Whatever we may be disposed to think of this sweeping
assertion, there is no doubt that the better the man the
more lasting and injurious will be the influence of his errors.
There are few men who have done greater service to the
Church of Christ than Martin Luther, yet he injured the
cause of the Reformation in many places by the coarse,
almost brutal invective that disgraces his controversial
writings. A great man of our own day, one whom all
lovers of the simple gospel delight to honor as a most
eloquent preacher of the truth and the means of saving
many souls and quickening religious activity, is Mr,
Spurgeon. But Mr. Spurgeon sometimes forgets to ex-
ercise the charity he preaches, and outrages the decency,
which he as a ruler in the well-orderod house of God
should encourage, in his iconoclastic zcal. He manages
to bridle his tongue in the pulpit, and cannot be accused
of Talmagism there. Ile must have a safety valve, how-
ever, for his ebullitions of vulgar humor, and this is
furnished in John Ploughman’s talk. John falls fot of
clerical attire in general, and in particular of gowns and
bands, and thus this character, who is very different from
the Spurgeon that evangelical Christians admire, airs his
crude opinions and uncharitable wit:

“ Among us Dissenters the preacher claims no priestly
power, and, therefore, should never wear a peculiar dress;
let fools wear fools’ caps and fools' dresses, but men who
make no claim to be fools should not put on fools'
clothes. None but a very silly sheep would wear wolf’s
clothing. It is a singular taste which makes honest men
covet the rags of thieves. Besides, where is the good of
such finery? Except a duck in p "-ens, no creature
looks more stupid than a dissenting p. acher in a gown
which is no manner of use to him. I could laugh till I
held my sides when I sce our doctors in gowns and
bands, puffed out with their silks and touched up with
their little bibs, for they put me so much in mind of our
old turkey cock when his temper is up and he swells to
his biggest. They must be weak folks indecd who want
a man to dress as a woman before they can enjoy his ser-
mon, and he who cannot preach without such milliner’s
trumpery may be a man among geese, but he is a goose
among men.”

Now Mr. Spurgeon's first mistake lies in putting such
words into the lips of John Ploughman, for your farming
population as a rule is a great stickler fer clerical pro-
priety. He should have chosen as his spokesman some
town or city radical, a weak type of the people's friend,
who thinks himself far above his Aired preachey, while at
the same time he asserts that * there's nothing like pride
about me, you know.” There is a pride that apes
humility, the source of which is far from cxalted, It was
the conceited as well as unkempt Diogenes who planted
his dirty feet on Plato's carpets.

When John talks about ¢ us dissenters,” he is of course
alluding to that most respectable and honored body to
which he belongs, that came into existence in 1633 with
Mr. Spilsbury as its minister. As Presbyterians continu-
ing apostolic doctrine, order and practice, and represent-
ing the established Protestant Churches of many lands,
we cannot, even while extending the hand of Christian

fellowship to our Baptist brethren, consent to share such
atitle. So far from being dissenters ours are the views
that have been dissented from. However, let us be
charitable in our polemic, and take up the cudgels of trath
on behall of Congregational, Methodist, and even many
good Baptist ministers who have not been ashamed to
attire themselves in what John calls somewhat confusedly
the clothing of fools, wolves and women.

The ploughman’s *“ preacher claims no priestly power,
and therefore should not wear a peculiar dress.” Now
Mr. Spurgeon is a man of logical mind, but Jolin Plough-
man violates the law of the syllogism in a way that would
do credit to the most unscrupulous of ancient sophists.
Extend this picce of admirable reasoning :

All who claim priestly power wear a peculiar dress:

Some dissenting preachers wear a particular dress ;

Thercfore some dissenting preachers claim priestly
power.

If anybady is disposed to return John's epithets of fool,
woll, thief and goose, here is his chance, for a more silly,
dishonest picce of argument it would be hard to find. A
peculiar dress is the mark—the appropriate distinction—
of some profession or position of office or dignity. How-
ever, granting that there is question here only of the
Ciristian ministry, why did not John get Mr. Spurgeon,
who is doubtless well read in ecclesiastical history, to tell
him the connection between priestly power and the gowns
that excite his ire? John Chrysostom, the golden
mouth, the greatest preacher of the Church, wore a
gown. Was he a turkey 2 Augustine, that noble herald
of the grace of God, wore a gown. \as he a goose?
What about all the Reformers, Luther, Calvin, Knox, and
their colleagues, who swept away the rags of popery?
Were they sheep in wolves’ clothing? Had they no
more sense than to introduce a sacerdotal garment into
the pure Church of the Reformation? The innocent
gown is no more a symbol of priestly power than John
Ploughman's smock frock! What right has John to
wear that smock frock? It is a woman's garment to
begin with, as its very name indicates. Does he presume
to hold himself aloof in agricultural superiority from the
wearers of fustian and corduroy, of moleskin and home-
spun? Who knows what villainous symbolism may be
connected with that mystic garment !

John never went to college, for, had he possessed the
advantage of a university education, he would have known
that the gown is the badge of learning, not of folly.
Your genuine pulpit fool, who cuts antics and capers
such as might tickle the ploughman’s depraved taste and
make him laugh more even than the sight of the doctors
in their little bibs, is wise not to wear a gown, It would
interfere with his exhibitions, and a lack of early famili-
arity with the graceful flowing robe in student days would
prevent his shining in it cven in his sober moments.
There have been foolish students and foolish ministers,
and ministers who, like John Ploughman, have said very
foolish things, but no guild of professional fools was ever
known to wear a gown. The tendency of that and other
articles of Protestant clerical dress is to quench folly by
keeping the wearer in mind of his sacred calling.

John is a good Protestant of the pugnacious bull-dog
type. He has been seen with a piece of chalk writing in
magnificent initials upon the fence **No popery " and
“ Down with Puseyism.” He finds that Romanists, ortho-
dox Greeks, and very High Church Anglicans, whom he
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regards, not altogether incorrectly, as wolves that devour
the sheep, and thieves who climb into the fold instead of
entering by the one door, wear along with a great deal of
purcly sacerdotal raiment, gowns and bands bearing a dis-
tant resemblance to those of the mirth provoking human
turkey gobbler. “Away,” he cries ** with the wolf s clothing
and the thief’s rags i{ you are sheep and honestmen!” “Poor
Baptist Noel, and Morley Punshon, and Newman Hall are
to be counted silly sheep! But the Romanists, Greeks,
and High Anglicans have churches for worshipping God.
They sing and pray and rcad portions of Scripture ; they
administer baptism and the Lord's Supper. True, they do
all these things differently from us, who are evangelicals,
but then their gowns and bands are different too. Had
we not better worship in the open air; suppress singing
and prayer and the reading of the Bible; and abolish
the sacraments 7 There are infidel lecturers, John, we
may tell you in confidence, who dress somewhat like your
friend of the tabernacle, and deliver their horrid blasphe-
mies from platforms in that attire. Had you not better
lend him your smock, for we never heard of any public
teacher of Atheism or Agnosticism that disported himself
in such primitive raiment 2  And yet, it might be mis-
taken for a new kind of surplice! He must take to his
shirt sleeves.

Jobn Ploughman wants no particular dress. Perhaps
he will tell us that the early ministers of the Christian
Church wore no other dress than the laity, and probably
John is right. But there were three reasons for this.
First, the ordinary garb of early Christian days was not
the stiff angular attire of modern Britons, but a more
graceful dress suited to the wants of the orator. Se-
condly, the peculiar circumstances of missionary labour
made the use of a distinctive habit inconvenient, just as
it is among missionarices in the present day. And thirdly,
when ministers were specially sought after by heathen
persecutors, to appear in such raiment would have been
cquivalent to a sentence of death. John Ploughman, a
kind of Plymouth brother, would have his minister dressed
like a layman. What kind of a layman? If he wants to
be humble, as he pretends, let him borrow the rags of
the worst beggar he meets, John would cry faugh! Well,
put him into the smock, as was suggested, John would
rebel at ministerial dictation from a ploughman. Give
him a suit of tweed and a blue necktie with white spots,
1t would never do: he might be asked to bet on the win-
ning horse at the Derby, Then dress him in a black
coat. What right has a minister to wear a black coat
more than any other man? The priests of Rome wear
black coats. Follow the Salvation army; and fit him out
in red coat with brass buttons. What put the gospel of
peace into the sinful uniform of the men of war? Why
not give the poor man a rest there from the distracting
claims of the laity's fashions, and let him preach in the
fanciful wardrobe of the ancient Picts—a coat of paint ?
Mr. Spurgeon has the arrogance at times to wear a white
necktic. If John were true to his principles he would
tear that mark of the beast from his beloved pastor's throat;
and invest his turn-down collar with a shoe string.

John Ploughman thinks that the gown is no manner of
use to the minister, and makes him look as stupid as a
duck in pattens. When the question of reform in the
dress of the army was under consideration, and the
opinion of private soldiets was asked, some of them re-
plied that they could fight most comfortably in their

shirt slecves, Vet the radical change in military costume
thus suggested on principles of utility was, very properly,
not carried into effect. As to the duck in patiens, the
featherless biped of modern days bears a far closer
resemblance to that ornithological candidate for a clog
dance than the decently robed man of the gown. Trow-
sers representing an inartistic bifurcated human extremity,
are the despair of the sculptor, who is compelled to drape
those of the statesman in an official robe, and those cven
of the soldier ina cavalry cloak. You might aswell put
a cutty pipe in their mouths, or the bagpipes under
their arms, as represent the apostles, fathers, and refor-
mers in coat and trowsers. Our churches of the present
day are mose or lcss ornamental structures, adorned in
accordance with the principles of sober ancient or me-
dizeval art.  What more incongruous with such surroun-
dings than a long-legged, rawboned, angular, black-tied
orator, or a chubby, toddling piece of clever and pious
humanity! But, perhaps, John's pastor is neither of
these ; he is a handsome man let us say, with a good
figure, and he knows it. If so, it is his clear duty to
mortify the flesh, and hide his attractive form beneath the
folds of the charitable gown which covers his brethren's
multitude of sins. In this respect the gown puts all
preachers on an equality, and is illustrative of presbyterial
parity More , e, silly conceited pride, often lurks in
the stage motious of shining broadcloth than in aif the
undulations of flowing silk or corded stuff.

It must be confessed, how ver, that there are very
hideous gowns, the work generally of some Dorcas So-
ciety possessing zeal without knowledge, and such stiff,
full, we might almost say baggy, travesties of orthodox
pulpit dress must have greeted the eyes of the wsthetic
ploughman, and reminded him of the gobbler by whom,
perhaps, he was * sair hadden doun * in his youthful days.
Now if John's smock were badly made we could laugh at
it too; but if his pastor made his appearance before us
in a cut-away coat that seemed to struggle continually
for the mastery over a single restraining button near the
wearer’'s neck, and a waistcoat and trowsers mutually
secking a divorce, our sorrow would be too deep for tears,

When John talks common sense we like to hear him ;
when Mr.Spurgeon preaches the truths of the gospel we wil-
lingly sit at his feet. But when the ignorant, gothic clown
makes sport of the simple and decent insignia of a most
sacred office, insignia that has been worn by the greatest
lights of the Christian Church in all lands and ages, he is
worthy of no more courtesy than the miscreant who glued
up the organ pipes in Toronto, or the radical levelling
embryo nihilists, who delight in abusing our noble sove-
reign for the state which surrounds her honored throne,
And when Mr. Spurgeon, who discards the title ‘reverend’
in his quixotic iconoclasm, will altow no outward distinc-
tion even in the pulpit between a divinely appointed order
of teachers and rulers in the Church and the people to
whom they minister, he is in deed and word, if not in
heart, 2 Plymouth brother, and a fussy busybody in other
men’s matters, trading for a reputation of humility upon the
cheap prejudice of a communistic age. There is no spark
of piety or rcal devotion to truth in the whole tirade, and
not an atom of genuine humility or honest manliness. In
spite of the extravagances of a pscudo wmsthetic, there is
a real movement towards an appreciation of beauty and
the fitness of things. Our churches are no longer the
barns they uscd to be, but keep pace with the culture
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that appears in our private dwellings. He who ordained
the appointments of His ancient worship for glory and
beauty is still the source of all beauty as well as of all
goodness and all truth.  The meck and lowly Saviour,
who came not to be ministered unto but to minister, did
not disdain the precious ointment that might have been
sold for three hundred pence, even though these should
have enriched the poor. He who clothed the lilies with
a glory survassing that of Solomon, and set them forth to
teach the world, will find no fault with the minister be-
comingly clad in simple, flowing robe, who proclaims His
grace to men.

If Mr Spurgcon wishes to know to what extent clothes
make the man, or at least make him useful, let him take
off part of his own. Itis all a matter of dey. e. The
pastor of the Tabernacle stops short at a respectable suit
of black, that marks him as a minister. We go a little
farther in the observance of proprietics, and wear gown
and bands. Some Baptist ministers wear gowns when
they immerse their converts, in order, it is supposed, to
hide their waterproof ncther garments, It would require
far more than a gown to conceal John Ploughman's
vulgarity.

Hebrew.

It will be remembered that Professor Currie delivered the
inaugural lecture of the Preshyterian College this session, Jus sube.
ject being the study of Hebrew.  His lecture was published ir the
IWVizness and thus attracted the attention of the learned Lditor of the
Xebrew Student, who made a highly complimentary notice of it.—A
farmer in the county of Lambton, Omtario, sends to Professor Curric for
a copy of the Lecture 2nd writes as follows :

“Iam only a farmer and have very little spare time for study.
When 1 was guite a young man 1 bought Bagster’s Polymicrian Greek
Testament and Lexicon, and a sccond-hand copy of Dunbar’s Greek
Grammar, and began to study Greek in the evenngs wath the hope of
being able to read the N. T. in the original.  Subsequently T was able
to buy Wer's Grammar, and the excellent Hellemstic Greek Gram-
mar of Professor Green, published by the Religions Tract Soctety.
After plodding many years 1 was at last able to trumslate any part of
the Greek Testament at sight, and also read the Septuaging, but not so
well as the Greek “lestament. 1 cannot express to you the pleasure
and edification which the study of the Greek ‘Testament
gives me. Among other things I have Jearned that a pretty thorough
acquaintance with the N. T% in the original is only an introduction to
the study of the Holy Scriptures.  The Christian, whether minister or
layman, who 1ests onhis oars after he is able to trauslate and parse :uny
part of the Greek Testament has much need to examine himself.

A few years ago I bonght Tregelles’ ¢ Heads of Hebrew Grammar,”
and *“ Hebrew Reading Lessons,” also  Wolfe’s Hebrew Granmar.”
With the kelp of these, and other clementary works, 1 have mastered
the letters, vowel powts, syllables, and regular verbs. 1 nay never

«rhaps be alile to mahe much headway in the Hebrew Bible, butif the
Lml will I am resolved to do my best.”

We do not fall in with many such farmers.—Zalifax Fres. Witness.

The above extract suggests to us that we might say a
few words to our readers on their studies in Laun, Greek,
and Hebrew. Few clergymen can be found who will
deny the importance to them of a knowledge of these
languages. The man of hiberal education on quitting
college will desire to maintain as close as possible an
acquaintance with all the studics of his university course,
but those which mere immediately concern his profession-
al work will of course demand a lion’s share of his
attention.

The theologian must study his Bible, systematic theo-
logy, church history and apologetics as long as he lives
and retains the use of his faculties. Can any intelligent
carnest Presbytcrian minister think of entering on his
regular work as an interpreter of the word of God before

he is able to read the Greek Scriptures with ease, and
has acquired at least some facility in translating Hebrew ?
Happily any onc who has attended an academy in Canada
has had the opportunity, if industrious, of learning to
read his Greek Testament, and there is absolutely no ex-
cuse for the man, within reach of McGill College and
Professor Coussirat, who does not become well acquainted
with the Hebrew language. He who wishes to appreciate
systematic theology, ancient and modein church history,
to read modern literature with the understanding, to use
our English language aright, dare not be ignorant of
Latin,

Emphatically, we need for the work of the ministry,
men of God, men of faith and prayer. The heart must
be right with the Lord before we can expect that He will
employ the brain and the tongue.  We are prepared to
admit that Presbyterians have erred in not sending out
bible-recaders and evangelists to their early settlers in the
bush. There may be circumstances in which men of this
class lay the foundations better than any others could.

Still we think that the past clearly teaches that the
great body of really useful and successful ministers in our
various denominations have been men of education. The
strong men of to-day are not those who feel that if all
theology, ancient and modern, were swept out of exis-
tence the world would lose nothing. They are those who
feel that their great work is that of interpretation; who
devote tneir powers, natural and acquired, to ascertaining
what is the mind of the Spirit, and who do not consider
it beneath them to consult the works of the spiritua
and intcllectual giants of the past. Let us, then, read
Biblical, Greek and Hebrew cvery day., Let us make
the Latin and Greek Classics a life-long study, We can-
not afford to be entirely ignorant of the Latin and Greek
fathers, the great Latin works on systematic theology, &c.

To any aspirant to the pastoral office, who has not a
minimum of these acquircments, we would say do not
seck license to preach until you are a better scholar, If
you find that after some years spent in college you are
still unable to produce a tolerably good sermon you
had better, even at the cleventh nour, give up all though
of the pastoral office, and seek to serve God in some othe
way.

flur Loca! Note Book.

NHE ripple of excitement created among us by the
Carnival has died away, and quietness has settled
down cver every body and everything. It is needless
to say that all took part in and enjoyed the pleasures of
that season, Strange as it may appear, we were moved
by the sight of the ice palace as well as by the suddenness
with which many a lusty bachelor and fair dame were
prostrated on some treacherous spot. The impulse
given to winter sports spread even to the College, to such
an extent as to imperil the safety of some of our number,
A stray taboggan, battered and dismantled, told of a tao
intimate conncection with some post, the preceding pight.
It is even said that one student, on a certain cvening,
found himself perforiaing sundry involuntary evolutions
in close proximity to a horse's heels. Time and place
may account for this. We hope that next winter some
invigorating out door exercisec may be taken up. Why
not have a tobogganing or snow-shoe club ?
THe Montreal Woman's Missionary Society of our
church has made arrangements for a course of lectures
to be delivered in the David Morrice Hall, on Tuesday.
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evenings, at 8 o’clock. One dollar purchases a single
ticket for the course. The array of distinguished lec-
turers and the subjects chosen, should insure large au-
diences. We cull on the students of this College to
show their appreciation of the kindness of our lady
friends, by attending these lectures.

We are pleased to see that Mr. A, S. Grant has recovered
from his late sickness. He * fast regaining his former
vigor and will doubtless form a closer attachment than
ever to his books.

Mg, W, H. Geddes has been unanimously eclected
valedictorian by the graduating class of '83. We con-
gratulate the gentleman appointed, as also the members
of the class on their good judgement in choosing one so
well fitted for the position.

On Sunday, the 1ith inst, Rev. Dr. MacVicar, of
MacMaster Hall, ‘T'oronto, preached, morning and eve-
ning, to large audicnces, in the First Baptist Church of
thecity. During his stay here, he was the guest of the
Principal.

‘THE lectures in Gaelic by the Rev. Dr. McNish, have
closed for the present. Our Gaelic-speaking students
are justly proud of the research and learning displayed
by the lecturer in the treatment of his subject.

Tue Sabbath Afternoon Service should have a full re«
presentation of students. The singing would be im-
proved if the lectures on music were Dbetter attended.
Let aot coming examinations be allowed to wholly ¢n-
slave the attention, while latent powers of a musical kind
remain undeveloped.

Owing to illness, Professor Coussgirat has not been
able to meet his classes during the past few days. We
hope be will soon be in a position to resume his work.

Wio bas a pass key? We do not say your move-
ments after nightfall will be shadowed, or that you will
be suspected or *‘boycotted,” for kecping late hours.
However, you will do well to havea regara for the peace-
ful slumbers of your comrades when you are frantically
endeavoring to find the keyhole.

Tue need of an editorial sanctum is becoming urgent.
Were some provision made for future journalists, not
only would editorial dignity be enhanced, but there
would be also some convenient depository for the mass
of papers flowing in weckly.

AVe have read with much pleasure the first number of
the Knox College Monthly, The students of Knox have
been careful not to give us a puny sheet full of apologies
for its existence, The journalistic field has been boldly
entered in the shape of a magazine-like publication of
thirty pages, replete with information and carefully writ-
ten articles on subjects of permanent interest. Items of
a general and local kind serve to relieve the heaviness
that might otherwise be urged against the number before
us.

ONE of our senior students, on the occasion of a re-
cent visit to a suburb, not one thousand miles from the
city, was presented by a few of his admiring friends with
a handsome testimonial for his many estimable social
qualities. Qur friend, greatly surprised and deeply
moved by this mark of appreciation, responded in fitting
terms——stating that he would value the gift, #0¢ on ac-
count of its intrinsic value, but solely for the tender
memorics it would ever recall. The article may be
viewed from afar but not handled, lest its lustre may be
tarnished.

Many of the non-resident members of the Alma Mater
Society have not been yet heard {rom by the Sccretary-
Treasurer. It is desirable that all should attend to this
matter as soon as possible,

Blur Graduates,

Rev. J. M. McINTYRE has resigned his pastorate at
Kemptville.

Rev. D. H. McLENNAN, M.A,, was recently inducted
tﬁ) the charge of Tvcumseth and Adjala, Presbytery of

arrie.

WE copy the following from the Preséyterian :—Rev.
S. J. Taylor, B.A,, a graduate of Montreal College, has
been called to the Foreign Mission work and has accept-
ed the call. Mr. Taylor, who has been for some time in
Europe, has returned to Canada, and will be prepared to
proceed to his field next summer. Very high testimo-
nials have been received as to Mr. Taylor's attainments,
devotedness and adaptation to missionary work. ‘T'he
precise field to which he will be sent has not been de-
cided, but India will most probably be chosen.

Rev. G. F. WALKER, B.A,, has a prosperous charge in
Oxbow, Jefferson County, N.Y. He recently received a
pressing invitation to go to Iowa, but decided io remain
where he is, His congregation numbers some cne hun-
dred and eighty-four members.

REv. P. R. Ross was inducted into the pastoral charge
of Knox Church, Ingersoll, on January 3oth. ‘I'heladies
of the congregation have presented him with a handsome
silk pulpit gown.

Tue interior of the Presbyterian Church, Cobourg, of
which the Rev. Do L. MacCrae is pastor, has been com.
pletely renovated. The alterations cost over ihree
thousand dollars. The services of the Rev. A. B.
MacKay, who preached morning and evening at the
re-opening, were very highly appreciated. In the
evening over thirteen hundred persons—the largest
congregation ever seen in any church in Cobourg—
assembied to hear him.  The collections, &c., at theopen-
ing, amounted to over five hundred dollars, and no doubt
the moving and persuasive eloquence of Mr. MacKay
helped to bring about this most desirable state of things.

Rev. J. RoserTson, Portage-du-fort, remained in the
college a few days last week. He is making an eflort to
cancel a debt in the church on hus district.  'We wish
him success.

Rev. C. E. AMARON preached in the American Pres-
byterian Church of this city, on Sunday, the 1:th inst.

Rhilosaphical and hiterary Society,

HE first public debate of this Society, held in the

David Morrice Hall on the 2nd inst,, was attended

by a large and attentive audience, among whom were

Mr. and Mrs. Morrice and a number of prominent
citizens.

At eight o'clock the members whose duty it was to
take part in the programme of the evening assembled on
the platform. ‘The President, Mr. W. T. Herridge, B.A.,,
conducted the opening exercises, the Rev. Principal
MacVicar offeriay prayer. In a few well chosen words
he referred to the greatly improved circumstances under
which the Society was now able to hold its meetings com-
pared with those of former sessions, due to the bene-
ficence of Mr. Morrice, He then called on the Rev,
Prof. Scrimger, M.A,, to occupy the chair.

Mr. R. McKnight, B.A,, read a selection entitled
** Mother and Poet,” by Mrs. Browning, in an animated
and impressive manner, which was well appreciated.

“ L'Apostat,” a bass solo, was artistically rendered by
Mr. S. A. Thomas.

“The Pains of Knowledge " was the title of the essay



58 PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE JOURNAL.

read by Mr. W. T. Herridze, B.A. This paper showed
careful preparation, depth of thought and elegance of
style. It was a valuable contribution to the literary en-
tertainment of the evening.

Prof. J. MclLaren sang with much effect a solo entitled
“ Nazareth,” which won deserved applause.

The question for debate which formed the main fea-
ture of the evening was “Is Organic Union of all Pro-
testant Churches in Canada desirable and practicable "

The affirmative was maintained by Mr. D. Currie, B.A.,
in a clear, logical speech, delivered with animation and
which carried conviction. He was supported by Mz,
Selaz in a warm, enthusiastic and evangelical address,
which was highly applaunded.

The negative was ably sustained by Mr. McKenzie,
B.A,, in a witty and telling speech which carried the
whole house and at times convilsed them with laughter,
He was supported by Mr. A. Scrimger in a scholarly
and philosophical manner, which reflected much credit
on the youngest member of the debaters.

No vote was taken on the question, through which a
protracted discussion was well handled by both sides.

Prof. McLaren and Mr. S. A. Thomas sang the famous
old duet, “ Robin Ruff and Gaffer Green,” in first-class
style and becoming the musical ability of both these
gentlemen,

in his closing remarks the Chairman congratulated
the Socicty on having such philosophical and literary
talent as was displayed during the cvening.

‘The mecting closed by the Rev. Prof. Camipbell, M.A,,
pronouncing the Benediction.

Although the evening was far advanced, many availed
themselves of the invitation given to go through the
buildings and to glance into the snug, home-like quarters
occupicd by the students. Thus ended a very interesting
and successful programme.

The Treasurer of the Student's Missionary Socicty
acknowledges with favor the reccipt of the following con-

tributions:

$c
St. Paul's Church, Montrealeceeeeeeiieeneesancsseaacnces 50 00
Mrs. Wm. Porteous, Cornwall, in behalf of Chambly.... .... 2t oo
{{nox lChm'ch, Montreal....... \.l”l" et neessieesseee 20 00
tristol Congrepation, per J. A. MeFarlane. oo oeaaiaaanes, 14 2
Mr. W, ll.g(c}geddcs..pc. J ............................... 11 3¢s>
Castleford and Dewars, per J. B. Stewarto.oiool can ool 10 S0
Waubaushene and Medonte, per R. Stew=st, B, Ac......... 10 15
Datlinglord, Manitoba, per D. G. Cameron.ceeens eove cues 10 00
Taylor's Church, Montreal, per Rew. J. J. Caseyeeenennnn... 10 00
St. Andrew’s Church, Ross, per D. Hodges...ccocovnenne, . 7 %0
Quio and Ezardlcy, per J. C. Campbell. ceviiivinennnnanas 7 ©o
Glensanficld, per ). L. Dewar.coeee..... ctacecesarencene . 700
Mr.D.Currie, B, Avel civeiiiiieiaienrenenrencneconans g 00
Mille Isles, per M. L. Luttchicoeennnneccencncceans ve vee 325
Darling, (xr Jo S.Mellmitheeeeeeecaiieniionncines canan 200
Mr. I, W, Barberoevaeeeineeiaanennes tesestrancaseans 2 63
Mr. A, L€ urnenocernssescsscscscasonasssnvacssacsanns 2 00
Mrs. Ross, Cumry Hillooovt civiiniaciiinniaiiiiananns 2 00
7 QB o £ T O PN 15

\Wam. FRASER,
Treas., S.M.S.

Correspondence.

&~ Tne Editors do not kold themselves responsible for the opinions
expressed in this cldumn,

Zo the Editor of the COLLEGE JOURNAL.
THE MONDAY LECTURES.
THF. last number of the JOURNAL contained an intima-
tion to the cffect that the Monday discourses arc to
be superseded by a course of lectures on Pastoral Theology.

Without questioning for a moment the desirableness of
such a course of instruction, or the abilities and ex-
perience of the venerable divine who has been appointed
to conduct it, I think it is a matter of regret that the
* Monday lectures” cannot be continued. Let us hope
that our Loca! Note Book has been misinformed on this
point. Few of us will ever forget the pleasure and profit
derived from those meetings when * al/f students were
expected to be present.”  Many of us have lived to
realize the wisdom of the far-sceing, far-reaching counsel
imparted on such occasions. Neither proof nor illustra-
tion is necessary to convince anyone that a serics of ad-
dresses from prominent pastors and missionaries, from all
parts of the world, representing every variety of experience
in the work, and illustrating the power of the Gospel in
all lands, must be of the greatest value to young men
preparing for the ministry.  Such was enjoyed in former
years, and it is to be hoped, on behalf of future classes,
that the Faculty will find it in their powerto continue the
practice. G. D. B.

Mr. EptToR.

Permit me to call the attention of your readers to a
subject which ought to be interesting to all Theological
Students. The Professors of the Philadelphia School of
Oratory have decided to hold their summer classes again
this ycar in the town of Cobourg. This will afford an
opportunity to many in Canada of receiving instruction in
the art of public speaking. The course is most complete.
Great attention is given to Vocal Culture, Expression,
Articulation and Slides. By mecans of the exercises, the
most unpleasant voices may be greatly improved even in
a few weeks,  Several of our ministers who attended the
classes last year can testify as to the great benefit which
they received. Some who suffered from minister’s sore
throat have been completely cured. In addition to the
other exercises, itis proposed this year to have a class
for ministers and theological students, which shall be
devoted to Bible reading, delivery of Sermons and the
reading of two of Shakespeare's plays.

A GRADUATE.

EXAMINATIONS.
MrPEditor,—

Already several logical and enthusiastic minds are
discussing the practicability and advisability of examina-
tions as a test of scholarship, with a strong leaning
towards the negative side.  The reason of this springs
from the nearness of these trying ordeals.  In the un-
certain and hazy atmosphere of drecamy slumbers feather-
Iess bipeds stalk majestically before the view. How will
the therometer stand is the frantic cry 2 Will it descend
to 332

The advice of the undersigned is to ckeer up! With
more valor that characterized the heroes of Thermopylae
advance to the fray. Charge! Senior Charge! Absorb
thc cngulphing notes!  Examinations, torturing and
awc-inspiring to the bravest, are but the means of usher-
ing us into the active and more delcctable duties of the
mission-ficld. Welcome them with bated breath,

Yours truly,
“PERIPATETIC.”
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Loin des Tecteurs de Langue Francaise.

LES SIGNES DES TEMPS.
(suite).
Le mouvement religieux en France,

Je suis profondément convaincu que ce mouvement,
dont la netteté et les proportions grandissantes accusent
la réalité, est destiné A exercer une action sérieuse surle
catholicisme de la province de Quebec. Essayons de
I'esquisser,

On sait qu'd son avinement Napoléon III fit sanc-
tionner par une nouvelle loi fondamentale (14 jan.
1852) les principes de 1789, qui proclamaient la hiberié
et I'égalité de tous les cultes reconnus de I'Etat; l'ad-
mission de tous les citoyens aux charges publiques, selon
leurs capacités ct leurs talents, & quelque communion
qu'ils appartiennent. Les protestants se crurent libres
de précher leur foi et de la propager par les moyens
ordinaires. Ils se trompaient. En 18353 la Cour de
Cassation, par une arrét mémorable. décida que leurs
réunions religieuses, méme de moins de vingt personnes,
tomaient sous le coup des articles 291, 292 et 294 du
Code pénal ot du décret du 24 mars 1852, qui édictent
des peines sévdres contre toute réumion séditicuse sc

rattachant A une association plus considérable.  Les
protestants furent assimilés aux facticux. Ce fut le sig-

nal des poursuites judiciaires et des persécutions centre
Tccuvre d'évangélisation, le colportage, les écoles, les
chapelles, les réunions d'édification ct les prosélytes qu
I'on confondit avec les révolutionnaires, On alla jus-
qu’d vouloir faire interdire des ptres de familles qui
avaient ouvertement embrassé le protestantisme.

Dans ces conditions le protestantisme frangais ne pou-
vait que se replier sur lui-méme.  Clest ce qu'il fit; ne
pouvant s¢ répandre il s¢ concentra pour se fortifier con-
tre les attaques de l'ennemi commun. La propagande
languit. La chute du second empire fit tomber le
masque de catholicismie officiel que tout le monde por-
tait al'exemple de I'Empercur. La commune surgit.
Dans les horreurs de ce déchaimement de toutes les pas-
sions mauvaises on crdt que toute conviction religieuse
allaitdisparaitre dansl'efflondrement général. Maisl'ordre
se rétablit.  La trositmerépublique i peine fondée, pre-
clama la liberté presque absolue des cultes.  De suite le
ztlc paralyse des églises protestants de France se réveilla.
I.a propagande s'organisa sur une grande échelle. Ce-
pendant it fallut peu de temps aux missionnaires pour
rcconnaitre que la masse du peuple, surtout des grandes
villes, avait cessé de croire au catholicisme, et était tombé
dans e scepticisme ou dans le matérialisme, Feu M.
Fisch, sccrétaire de la société évangélique de France,
résumait ainsi la situation religicuse: *“ La France, en
somme, est dégoutée du papisme. Le peuple n'est plus
catholique romain, mais il est tombé dans la libre-pen-
sée. Cependant la plupart ne sont libres-penseurs que
parce qu'ils ne connaissent pas I'Evangile ; quand nous
le lcur annongons ils ¢n sont tout réjounis.” Je crois
qu'cn somme ce jugement cst juste. Les millions de
Frangais qui ont rejeté le catholicisme, n'ayant rien de
micux d mettre A 12 place, sont tombés dans le scepti-
cisme ou dans I'incrédulité d'od ils ne demandent pas X
sortir. Ceux qui ont répété sur tous les tons qu'ils
avaient soif de I'Evangile ct qu'ils le demandaient 2
grands cris ont pris lcurs désirs pour la réalité. Ce
qu'il y a de vrai c’est que quand on leur préche I'Evan-
gile d'unc manidre intelligente ils I'écoutent et se mon-
trent disposés, pour 1a plupart, 3 le recevoir. C'est beau.
coup. Clest presque tout. Aussi leschréticns de France
ont-ils compris que l'heure ¢tait venue d'entreprendre
"évangélisation de leur pays, ferm¢ jusqu'ici 3 la propa-

gande de lafoi réformée. A 1'heure présente cing sociéiés
missionnaires sont A 'ceuvre dans toutes les parties de
ce riche et beau pays. Ce sont la Socidteé dvangdligue de
France, Ya Socitté centrale d'évangdlisation, Ya Corimission
d'¢vangdlisation des églises libres, Ya Mission intérieure, et
la Mission évangéligne aux onvriers de France, dérigée par
M. McAIlL

La Socitte évangdlique fut fondée en 1833, au lendemain
de la Révolution de juillet. Ayant pour but de porter
I'Evangile dans les parties les plus ténébreuses de la
France, elle a longtemps travaillé scule au sein des diffi-
cultés presqu’ insurmontables suscitées, pour la plupart,
par l'autorité civile tenue en éveil par l'autorité religi-
cuse. Néanmoins, les succés qu'elle 2 remportés sont
de nature a porter la joie duns tous les caeurs chrétiens.
11 y a quelques années elle fondait une ceuvre dans le
département de la Haute-Vienne, ol un grand nombre
de villages, adonnés A U'ivragnerie, aux querelles et aux
procts, croupissaient dans Vignorance et le vice. Au-
jourd'hui ils sont des modeles d'ordre et de travail, et
Pinstruction y fleurit. Il y a 16 ans le département de
la Creuse ne renfermait que 10 protestants; aujourd hui,
grice aux efforts de la Société, 'Evangile y est préché
dans plus de 6o endreits 3 des milliers d'auditeurs, et
plus de soo familles lisent la Bible. Pendant l'année -
1881, en moins de trois semaines, M. Hirsch a préché
dans 34 villages A plus de 5.000 catholiques, et fondé 15
lieux de culte dans les principales villes du département.
La Société entratient, d I'heurc présente, plus de 163
postes et annexcs, et, si ¢lle avait 6o,000 francs, clle sau-
rait od en fonder 12 nouveaux !

L.a Svciété Centrale, connue d'abord sous le nom de
Socicté protestante d écangdlisation de Bordeaux, fut fondée
en 1835. Elle s'imposait 1a double mission de suivre les
protestants disséminés et d'évangéliser les catholiques,
Ses débuts furent bien modestes. Avec $3,000 elle pay-
ait trois agents qui desservaient buit postes. Aujourd’hui

‘clle 2 un budget de §48,000, emploie 140 agents, dessert

343 postes—dont 15 ont été fondds en 1881—et maintient
88 écoles ¢lémentaires, ¢t z cécoles préparatvires de
théologie, dont l'une a donné 130 pasteurs évangéliques
4 la France,

En 1869 il n'y avait ni ¢colnni prédication protestante
dans la Ni¢vre ; aujourd’hui il y a 2 temples et 4 écoles
qui regorgent d’enfants,

Ea 1859 il n'y avait qu'une paroisse protestante dans
le département de I'Ain qui compte 360,000 dAmes; au-
jourd’hui il y a 4 pasteurs, 4 ¢évangclistes, 24 licux de
culte, 8 écoles du dimanche avec 240 enfants, 11 écoles
dlémentaires avec 4oo enfants, et 47 annexes ot l'on
préche plus on moins régulitrement.

La Centrale dévcloppe scs opérations avec unc vigueur
et une rapidité qui font honneur A 'activité chréticnnent
de son agent général, M. le pasteur Lorriaux,

La Commission d'¢zangélisation des Eglises libres s'oc~
cupe d’évangélisation depuis 1839, Elle opére dansla
Charente, la Haute-Viennc, la Loire, la Sadne-ct-Loire,
ctc,, ¢t fait unc ccuvre bénie. Son budjert s'éleve 2
§8.000.

La mission inléricure n’existe que depuis la dernidre
guerre, mais elle est destinéed jouer un grand réle dans
Vévangélisation de 1a France car clic est le {ruit de réu-
nions de pridres, et tous scs ouvricrs sont des hommes
dont la pridre féconde le talent et multiplie I'activité, Iis
s'appcllent Rév-atlaud, iYirsch, Fourneau, Bertrand, etc.
Leur mission est de faire des conférences sur le
christianisme dans toutes les partivs de la Fran-
ce. lls vont en éclaireurs sonder le terrain et
le jaltonner pour Yarmée des missionnaires des
autres sociétés, Ces hommes de talent & la parole
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chaude et ¢loquente ont envahi 33 départements, et
annoncé la vérité qui sauve A des multitudes. Leurs
sticces sont si éclatants que la presse départementale
s'en est émue ; elle arésumé et commenté leurs discours,
pris parti pour ou contre cux, et donné une publicité qui
va grandissant & la doctrine évangélique.  Presque par-
tout les conférenciers sont bien accueillis par des audi-
toires qui varient de 150 i 3,500 personnes. Souvent le
maire préside, ayant & ses cotés le conscil municipal, et
invite le conférencier & revenir.  Dans certains pays des
communes cntitres ont demandé X passer au protestan-
tisme ; le prétre & été remercié, et le pasteur est monté
dans la chaire catholique!  Quel revirement!

It me reste d parler de 1a mission érangdligue aux ou-
triers de France fondée & Paris au lendemain de a
dernitre guerre par le Rev. R, W. McAll. Je crois qu'il
est difficile d'exagérer les résultats de cette auvre qui
¢st en train de couvrir Ia France de “ Salles ** d'évangé-
lisation. Il y ena actucllement jo, dont 303 Puris,
d'une capacité variant de 150 & Goo places.  Etdire que
quatre ou cinq fois par semaine ces salles sont remplies
d'auditeurs attentifs ¢t respectucux dont la plupart ont
récllement soif dela vérité!  Pour ma part j'ai été éton-
né de voir des milliers d'ouvriers parisiens, qui ont la
triste réputation de rire de tout, écouter attentivement
des Anglais les exhorter 2 la méthodiste dans un fran-
cais impossible, ou applaudir des Francais qui ne res-
pectaient pas toujours la grammaire.  On évalue A un
million 500 mille le nombre des Frangais qui ont enten-
du la prédication del'Evangile dans ces “ Salles " durant
I'année 1882, A Paris ces prédications, qui sont suivies
de visites & domicile, ont produit sur les mours des
résultats si appréciables que la police méme en a remer-
ci¢ M. McAll.  Cette ceuvre aatteint un développement
ct une notorit¢ tels que les grands journaux de Paris
s'en occupent souvent, notamment le Figaro, le Temps,
la France, ctc. Pendant I'ét¢ de 1852, étant & Paris,
j'eus I'occasion de suivre avee un vif intérét la campagne
entreprise par Emile Zola et d'autres contre “ce réveil
intempestif du protestantisme.”  Ily cut émoi, tout le
monde voulut visiter les salles et entendre les pasteurs.

Pour me résumer, au moment ot le Canada renouc
des relations commerciales avec lamére patrie et resserre
les liens qui le rattachent & clle de tant de manidres,
clle poursuit une croisade terrible contre le cléricalisme
qui gémit, ct donne pleine liberté au protestantisme de

se propager. Celui-ci met sur pied une armée de hérauts
qui vont crier la Bonne Nouvelle dans toutes les parties
du pays. Le peuple écoute, applaudit et s'enquiert. Le
mouvement grandit.  Avant longtemps il aura eatraind
une partic considérable du peuple qu verra que I'avenir.
est au protestantisme et qui se hitera de le proclamer.
Or il est certain que ie jour oit I'écho de cette proclama-
tion atteindra nos rivages, des milliers de Canadiens-
frangais, déji ébranlés, emboiteront le pas. Que le Seci-
gneur fasse bientdt lever ce jour glorieux sur notre patrie
agenouillée aun pieds d'un dergé dominateur et ennemi
de la liberté des enfants de Dieu!
A.B.C.
(2 suivre)

NOTTCE~Presbytery of Montreal,
Candidates for Licen<e applying to this Preshytery at its amceting in
April next will be examined acfollows, vizse—

1.—In Latin, Aucustine's Confessfons, Fifth ook,

2. In Greck, the Gospel arcorling to Lubke,

H.=1n llelrow, ticwonis, Chanter 17tn: Paalm 2204 and Isalah, Chapter 5iinl.

3. ~1n Phllosophy. on tasis of Marray'a Qutline<of S r Witlta 0 Hiantigon's Paltose

phy. aud Calderwond s Handbook of Moza! I*tiilosenhy,

!’nemh“ | wil be2 examined null;ll|ilcnm;-nr ou the basls Dellisslers
b tlum of b ¢ nllosopt

5.—=1u Svatetnatle Theolagy, :
Go==1t: Personsl Relizion,
The 1equisite certiticates will be called for, and the etamlaation condactel

§ Itd
fnntee TAMES WATSON,
Crvenrr of Ureshytery's Kzamining Commitiee,

. S, JANDRES,
%’Eﬁm%ﬁﬁéﬁfil& @ﬁfi@tﬁﬁﬁéﬁﬁ§m‘@ﬂ'ﬁ'
20 BEAVER HALL,

MONTREAL.
FPURNITURER

WHEN YOU WANT GOOD SUBSTANTIAY. FURNITURE
AT LOW PRICES VISIT

WM. KING & CO’S

WAREROOMS,

652 CRAIG STRERT,
MONTREAL.

PARLOR SUITS, BEDROOM SUITS, DINING.ROOM
FURNITURE, BEDDING, &c., WHOLESALE & RETAIL.

Jratianal Sehaol of Slocution

and Oratory.

PHILADELPHIA, PA.

INSTITETED, SERT., 1573]

Rishop Matthew Simpson, Philadclplia.
Hon. [, I". Wickenham, Laneaster, I,
Edward Braoks, P, Millersville, Pa.
A. G. I Hinkle, M. 1., Philadelphia,
John Dauglags, St. Paul, Minn.
Thoemas Marchall, Philaudclphia.

Lucicn B, Alexawdier, Philalclphia,
Ex-Gov. James Follack, Philadelphia.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

Hon, W, A, Pile, Philadelphia,

Rev, Gen. K. Morrig, DD, Trentan, N.J.
Rev. o R Danforth, Philadelphia,

Col. J. A. Price, Scranton, Ia.

Nclvon F. Evane, Philadelphia.

Wa. S, Schaficld, Philadelphia.

Uhincas Gareett, Philadelphia,

Juhn W, Francig, Uhiladciphia,

SUMMER TERM of six wecks, July 2 to August 10 1883, will be held in Cobourg,

[CEARTERED, MARCH, 1875,

Rev. E. F. Torrance, A.M.., Peterbara’, Can.
Rev. R, DL Hazper, D.D., Philadelphia,

Dr. Al W, Miller, Philadelphia,

Genrge Fasbumn, A, Philadelphia.

Dr. AL I% Fompkine, Philadelphia.

Crawfonl Spear, Philadclphia.

E. L. Pcarson, Philadelphia.

Ontario, Canada.

Instruction specially adapted to Clergymen, Lawyers, Teachers,
Students, and all interested in public speech.

Catalogue {59 pages) sent gratis on application to J. 11, Bechicl, Ycecratary, 1418 Chestaut St., Philadelphia.

From Rev. 3, 8. Nelles, DD, LL.D., Prexident oy Victoria Univenity, Cobourg, Ontarin, Canada.  **"The National School of Elocution
and Ormtory has juat completed its Summer Session in s town, anl as the lectures have been givenan our Umvmu{ building, 1 have had fall

oppottunity of becaming acquainted both with the system jursued and the success attending thesame.  From persona
as well as from dhie great bencfits obtained in former years by some students of Victoria 1 niversity, §am pre

knowledge thusacquined,

red to recommentl to the -ral

public this School of Oratory, as werihy of the highest confidence.  Christian Ministers, and es lly candudates in traimng for the mimistey,
will find the instructions of A single scsion to be of immense service. I regand the conductors of the School as public benefactors, and am glad
10 do what I can to increase their uscfulness by this spontancous testimony.”



