Technical and Bibliographic Notes/Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Instituts has attempted to obtain the best L'Institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire

original copy available for filming. Features of this . qu‘il lui a 6té possibie de ss procurer. Les détails
_ copy which may be bibliomphlcauy'uniquo, de cet exemplaire qui sont peut-8tre uniques du
.. which may alter any of the imagesinthe point de vue bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier
reproduction, or which may significantly change une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une
tho usual method of ﬂlming. are checked bolow v " modification dans la mbtl?ode normale dc filmago

sont indiqués ci-dmous

Coloured covers/ -

‘ Coloured pages/
Couverture de couleur Pagu de couléur
Cwori damagéd/_ - . Pages damaged/ -
Couverture endommagée Pages endommagées

<L 0N
Covers rastored and/or laminated/
Couverture mtauréo' et/ou pelliculée

Pages restored and/or laminated/ i'
Pages restaurées et/ou pollicu_l_éos .

Cover title missing/ - - Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/

Le titre de converturo manque Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées
CQIourod maps/ Pages detached/
Cartes. géognphuques en couleur Pages détachées
Coloursd ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/ Showthrough/ ]
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire) . Transparence

. . - . = 3 ' .
‘Coloured plates and/or illustrations/ Quality of print varies/

- Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur Qualité inégaie de I'impression

includes supplementary material/
Comprend du matériel supplémentaire

Bound with oi:hor material/
Relié avec d'autres dqcuments

Only edition available/
Seule édition disponible

fght binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/
La reliure serrée peut causer de I'ombre ou de la

distortion le long d' la marge mténeure Pages wholly or partially obscured by errata

- slips, tissues, etc., have been refilmed to
_Blank leaves added dunng restoration may : ensure the.best possible image/

=i=lin O D-'.,TD oooo
0D0DO00O0O0EO DD

appear within the text. Whenever possible, these . Les pages totalement ou partiellement
have been omitted from filming/ ° -~ " obscurcies par un feuillet d'errata, une pelure,
- I se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées © etc., ont 6té filmées A nouveau de facon a
lors d’une restauration apparaissent dans le texte, " obtenir la meilleure image possible. '
mals jorsque cela était posmble. ces pages n‘ont , o :
6 filmées. :

LA

V D Addmonal comments:/
- Commentaires supplémentaires:

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/ _
Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous. s

X Ux R T . S  %®X - %X

12X 18X . 20X B 28x - o3x




» “SMrTH, Américan Museuin of Natural History, New York, N. Y.

»

[From Proccedmgs American Association for the Advancement of .
) Scxenee Vol 49, 1900.] ) .
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THE CAIRNS OF BrITisH COLUMBIA AND WASHINGTON. By HARLANI.

‘One of the kinds of burial, on southeastem Vancouver Island in British
Colnmb:a, on the San Juan group, and on Whidbey Island in ‘Washington,
was in stone cairns. This method of burial is known to_have antedated
contact with the whites by a considerable . period. Tlie stone structures -
are usually located on slopés, with a gravelly soil, which are strewn with

- - -angular bowlders, and near the sea. So far as we anw they are always
*_ within a mile of shell-heaps.

- In general the cairns consist of lrregular piles of bowlders, from three

. to twenty feet in. diameter. ' One is found over each body, which in"some
. cases, are found sarrounded by a more or less rectangular cyst formed by ) -
. placing the straightest sides of several bowlders towards it, and covering

the opening thus formed with one, two or more slab-shaped rocks of like !
character. ‘In some cases there are the slab-like stones over the grave L
but the vaultis not well-formed, if present-at all, and i in other cases the S
cover stones are so small that they do not form a protecting roof over the’

. body. Over the cyst the rough pile of the ‘cairn was reared. It is fre-

quently bounded bya smgle row of large stones while the filling between o s
this wall and the vanlt is of small fragments, bowlders, and in some cases - :
largely of soil or mixtures of these materials, Rectangular cairns have been L

- found where the outer row had been carried up so.as to. fonn a retaining -

_ wall making the whole structure similar to a truncated pyramid. ,-Cairns .

were also found in which the body ‘was placed at the.side of a large
bowlder and covered with small bowlders piled up against the large rock:”
The skeleton, which was placed on the side in the usual flexed position.

* "is found on the original sutface of the soil, sunken into it or in a shallow
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2 S " SECTION H.

hole dug down into the surface soil or in some cases even into the gravel
below. It is often much decayed, especially in the cairns near Victoria,
where complete skulls are rarely obtained. 1In forty-two cairns excavated
tlere no entire bones were-secured.” At North Saanich, and near Coupe-
ville, however, complete skeletons have been collected.

A few copper ornaments have been found buried with the skeletons and
a stone obJect was sectired from among the top stones of one cmrn .

The cairn building culture, so far as recorded in this area, seems to be
practically a unit. Thesairns are. perhaps most hxghl§ developed in the
vicinity of chtona which is near the centre of thejr present known dis-

". tribution. The slight variationsin the different localities seem likely to

be due to carelessness, poverty of the builders or lack of preferable mate-
rials, rather than to a different culture. .The cairn building “culture is ex-
tinct. Noné of the pr&ent Indians bmld cairns or know of any people

. who have.

“The skeletons -are sometnnw burned, but the evidences of fire in the

cairns do not seem sufficient to conclude that the bodies were burned in -~

the vaults, The skulls show a variety of types and deformationis, both

" post- and ante-mortem, and are not considered in this paper. The scarcity .
of specimens of any kind in the graves is remarkable, and its.counterpart

is found with the skeletons in the shell-heaps, especially of the Lower

Fraser, where objects, save for a few pieces of copper, were seldom .

found associated with the skeleton, except by accident.
The burial mounds of the region present similarities of structure to the

cairns and one inay be derived from the other. - On the other hand some -

cairns seem tohave degenersted untxl they are no.more than a stone-heap
over a grave.

The cairns are- always near the coast shell-heaps, in which few skeletons

are found and those are often in disorder. Possibly the cairns are the
burials of some of the people who made the shell-heaps.

" [Nore: To be published in fuil as Part II, Vol. IV. of Memoirs of the American
Museum of Natural History] : ) . .
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1 Prescnttd before the -Section of Anthropology of the, Amencan Association for
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