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'PARLIAMENTARY REPORTER.

SESSION 18689.

M i

MEETING OF THE LEGISLATURE.

B - Weoxespay, March 3rd, 1869,

. The third Session of the present Parliament was
“opened this day. The Council Chamber was more
than usually crowded with Ladies and Gentlemen.
. The Prince of Wales, Irish and Prince Edward
~Volunteers, commanded by Licutenant Colonel

Beer, formed a guard of honor at the Colonial
Building. The st and 2nd Artillery, in charge
of Major Morris, occupied Rotehford Squave, and
fired the eustomary salute. Under an escort.of

Captain Holman and Captain Wood’s Mounted

Rifies, Sir. Robert Hodgson came down to the

Couiteil ‘Chamber at 8 o’clock, and, having com-
- manded the attendance of the House of Assembly,

opened.the Session with the following

SPEECII:

M. President aﬁ(l Ihonorable Gentiemen

af zfzeﬁL:.’gs'év
tative Council 2 ’

A A S Al b Sy S N A T

‘M. President and Honorable CGentlemen of the Legis-
{ative Couneil ‘ ,
AMr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the IHouse of Assembly :

. A period of Eig’m; years having elapsed since the last
"census was taken, I now call your attention fo the ne-
cessity of adopting measures to renew it. .

A measuare will be laid before you providing for the
appointment of a4 Board of Works, to take the charge
and supervision. of the Roads, Bridges, Wharves and
Public Buildings of the Colony. By means of such g
Board it is- belicved that the efficiency of the Public
Works Service will be much increased and cconomy
greatly promoted.. The present system has been found
inadequate to the public wants, and unsatisfactory iu its
results. . .

In connection with this subject, your attention will be
callied to the propriety of sppropriating a sum of money,
to be expended uunder the divection of the Doard of
i Works, for the purpose of making permanent improve-
ments in the Highways.

Intersected as this Colony is in so many parts by na-
: vigable waters, the want of Rallroad Communications
imay, to a certain extent, be remedied by a judicious en-
{couragement of Steam Navigation. I invite your at-
i tention to this subject, and feel confident it will reccive
{from you that cousideration which its importance de-
mands.

My, Speaker and ‘@entiemcn of the House of Assembly: |

In the absence of the Lieutemant Governor,  the duty!
of Administering the Government having by Her Ma.!
Jesty's appointment, devolved apon me, it affords me!
great satisfuction to mect you on this eccasion, Cd

Your Address to ller Majesty adopted in the last
SHession, on the subject of the pnyment, by the Colony, of
the Lieutenant Governor's Salavy, was duly forwarded,
but as yet no answer has been received to it,

The mouey appropriated by you, in your last Session,
to assist destitate Settlers i the purchase of seed grain, |
under the grave apprehension that without some such!
assistance, much land would remain untilled, was ju-
diciously expended and, no doubt, under God’s bless-
ing, has been the means of averting much destitution,

My. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly:

The Accounts of the past year and the Estimates for
* the preseut year will be laid before you. The Estimates
have been prepared with the view of combining s due
‘regard £o cconomy . with the efficiency of the several
Eronches of the Public Service. ) :

' The Revenue for 1808 evidences o steady hicrease in)
the trade of the Colony, although the expenditure iy in|
excess of the Recelpts, caused, in a great measure, by
the purckase of Lands and the advances for seed grain, |
which have oz yef heen only partially repaid. :

‘The rapid increase of business in every department of
{the Public service demands increased accommodation.
The present General Post Office is quite inadegate to
the requirements of the service.

The Supreme Court Roow in the Colonial Building, is
not sufficient for the purpose, and serious inconvenience
has been {el¢ from this.’

Additional gpace Is required for the Customs and
other Public Departments. The Records and Puablic
Sccarities iu the office of the Ileglstrar of Deeds and
those In the Prothonotary's, Treasurer's and Probate

i} Oftees, are not sufficiently protected from accidents by

fire.

Impressed with the Conviction that no time shonld
be lost in & matter of so much pablic importance, a
measare will be submitted to you to provide for the
creetion of a Bmilding in Charlottetown, which shall be

‘ gdapted to meet the different exigencies alladed to, and
11 recommend this matter to your serious consideration.

Representations have been made to me on the ne-
cessity of appointing an additional Judge in the Su-
preme Court. Papers on this subject will be laid be-
fore you, to which I invite your attention.

Telegraphic Communication between this Colony and
{ the Continent has been suspended since Augustlast, in
‘counseguence of the breaking of the submarine Cable.
“Steps have beewr faken to secure the laying down of

t

saonew one; and also the extension of inland Telegra-
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phic Communication, the bar&iculars of which will’ be‘v

" laid before you. )

Bince the Close of your last Session, o visit was paid
to the Colony by a Committee of the Congress of the
United States. The object of their mission was to ob-
tain information in connection with the sabject of reci-
procal Free Trade between this Tsland and the United
States. A Report of Members of the Executive Council
in relation to this matter, addressed to His Honor the
Lieutenant Governor, will be laid before you, ‘together
with Communications on the same subject, which have

nased between the local Government and Her Majesty's
rincipal Secretary of State for the Colonies. .
You will be gratified to learn that the Bill for the
settlement of Wilderness Lands, passed by you during
the last Bession, has rvesulted satisfactorlly. Under
its provisions 13,868 acres of Land have been taken up,
i most justances by substantial Settlers. -

Three Estates, comprising in the aggregate 17,352
acres, have been acquired by the Government, under
the Land Purchase Act. since you last met, a% a cost
of £6,409, the particulars of which will be laid before
you. .

The retarns from the Land Office are very satisfac-
‘tory, and evidence the desire of the occupants of the
Government Lands to become Freeholdeis, and an ap-
greeiation, on their part. of the advantages conferred

y the Land Purchase Bill. S

An Act for the amendment of the Laws relating to
the Militis and Volunteer Forces will be lald hefore
you. Its -object will be to reduce the attendancenow
required by law for Drill of the General Militia; but,
at the sama time, to extend sauch encotragement to
a stated number of Volunteers as will increase ‘the
efficiency of that valuable branch of the Public Ser-
vice. - -

We have reason to be grateful to Almighty God for
the general prosperity with which the Colony has
been blessed doring the past yesr, and I fervently
pray, that His favor may be continued to us, and that
your deliberations, during the Session now dpened,
may be so guided by Bim as to advamce that pros-
-perity and tend to the contentment aud happiness of
the People. )

Angus McMillan, Esq., clected a member for

the 5th District of Prince County, after the usual
preliminaries, took his seat. ’

The usual standing Committees for the Session
were then appointed. After which the House
adjourned. ' . .

‘Trerspay, March 4, 1869.

Hon. Attorney General, from the Committee on
expiring Laws, reported that the Act intituled
‘* An Act to incorporate a Mutual Fire Instrance
Company,” would expirc next May.

Also, the Act relating to the publishing of
notices and advertisements relating to the public
gervice. And the Act for raising a Revenue.

Hon. Mr. Laird, from the Stationery Committec,
presented a Report to the efifect, that in view of
the difficulty herctofore experienced in procuring
the different kinds of stationery required, it would
be more satisfactory and economical to allow
members and officers of the House to purchase for
their own use. The Committee, therefore, recom-
mended that the sum of three pounds be allowed
cach member for that object.

The Clerk and Law |
Clerk to procure what stationery may be required!

for themselves and their assistants, to be charged
to the comtingent accounts, and the Reporters to
Iprovide for themselves at their own cost.  Said
Report was adopted. : ‘ o
Hon. Attorney General moved, seconded by
Mr, P. Sinclair, that Messrs. Rebert Gordon, B,
Balderston and lsaae Oxenham, be appointed
Reporters. .

Hon. Mr. Haviland moved in- amendment,
seconded by Mr. Brecken, that Messrs. D Laird,
R. B. Irving and P. S. McGowan, be appointed
Reporters.

Mr. Brecken said that however disposed the
Reporters of last Session might be to perfornr their
duty impartially, it was evident they were an in-
‘efficient staff. He hoped, therefore, the majority
'would not object to the appointment of at least
one competent Reporter. -

Hon. Mr, Kelly said that in all fairpess one of
the Reporters should be the ehoice of the Oppo-
gition. - :

Hon. Attorncy General said that the Reporfers
of last Session werc rather severely criticised—
errors were common to all. The experience of
the past, and constant practice, would lead to im-
provement, '

Mr, McNeill said that when the Hon. Leader
of the Opposition would become Leader of the
Governiment, he could then appoint Reporters
chosen by his own party.

Hon. Mr, Henderson said he hoped for the
good name and credit of the Legislature that at
least one experienced and efficient Reporter would
be appointed. o

Mr. P. Sinclair said the Reporters, he had
reason to know, were practising since last Session,
and, doubtless, were improving in the art.

Hon. Mr. Haviland said that the attempt made
by one of the Reporters alluded to by the Atty.
General, to report proceedings at thelate sitting ot
Supreme Court, was a failure, and did not give
satisfaction,

The question being put on the amendment, the
House divided, as follows :

Yeas—Hons. Haviland, Ilenderson. Duncan,
Messrs. Prowse,» Howatt, Brecken, Ramsay,
Green, Owen—9. :

Nays—Hons. Col. Secretary, Atty. General,
Callbeck, Kelly, Howlan, Laird; Messrs, Mac-
Cormack, McMillan, Arsenault, Bell, G. Binclair,
P. Sinclair, Reilly, Cameron, McNeill—15, -

Tt was then moved by the Hon. Mr. Haviland,
that the name of P. 8. Mciowhn, be inserted in
lieu of Isaac Oxenbam; and the question being
put,thetlouse divided asbefore,excepting on. Mr.
Kelly, who voted with the minority, vn the ground
that one of the Reporters should be the ehojce of
the Oppeosition. ,
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My, Rax!ly, Ohairman of the Committee on the
Address, presented & Draft whxch ozn motion, was
received and read,

Ordered, that on Saturday nexs, the House in
Committee of the whole, take into consideration
the said Draft Address, which is to the following
effect, viz ;—

To His Hpnor Sir Robert Hadgsma, Enight, Administraior
of the Gosernment, and Commmader-iu- C‘nie 1, &e., %c., &c

Mav 1t Prgase Your Hoxon:

Wa, ‘Her Mnjesty 5 dutifel and loyal subjeets, the
Kouse of Assembly of P. E. Island, respectfully tender
our thanks to Your Honor for the Speech with which
you o;;ened the present Session. Iu doing so, we avail

" purselves of the opportuuity afforded us of expressingthe
pleasare which we fe¢l in meeting Your Honor as .fhe
Administrator of the Government, 20d of congratulating
{gu upon the distinguished mark of favor which you

ve vecently rewwed from your Sov ereifvn, in being
raised to the dignity of a Euight.

- We entertain the hope that when the answer to the!

Address adopted last Session in reference to the Salary

© of the Lintenant Governor, shall be received, it will be

such as to afford satisfuction to Her Majest; s loyal sub-

“jects in this Island.

We are glad to learn that the appropriation’ of last
Seaslon, to assist destitute farmers in purchasing -Sced
Grain, was judiciously expended, and that much desti-
tution has been thereby averted.

We thank you for the assurance that the Accounts for

. the past year, and the Estimates for the present, will be
1ald before us. It ia satisfactory to learn, that, whilst

- the various branches of the Public Service are to be
efficiently conducted, yet, that the Estimates have been
prepared with a doe regard to cconomy.

Although the Expenditure for the past year has been
in excess of the Recelpts, owing prmcipauv to the pur-
chase of Lands and the advances for Seed Grain, yet we
rejolce to know that the Revenue evidences a steady in-
creuse in the trade of the Colony.

" A period of eight years having elapsed ‘sinee the last]
Census of the Colony was taken, we agree with Your!
ilonor as to the nocessity of adopting measures to renew, ‘
it, and it will be our duty to carry out your wishes inre-|
gard-to this important matter., ;

Believing that some change is necessary In the system
by which the Public Works Service has been heretofore |
gupervised, in order to increasec its efficiency and to pro-
mote economy, any measure, with this object in v iew.
which shall be laid before us, will receive that attention
which #ts importance demands. .

The propriety of appropriating a sum of money for
the purpose of making permanent improvements ia the
Highways, under the direction of the Board of Works,
will receive our serious attention.

Aware of the advantages wiich a judicious encoumsze-
ment of Steam ‘€avivation would confer upon the Colo-
ny, we shall be prep'r.rcd to give this subject our careful
consideratton. |

We are aware that the large increase in the business !
of the Postal, Jndieial, Lnatoms and other pubiic depart-
ments,demands inercased accommodation,adequate to the
pnb‘lc wants, and we shall be prepared to deal liberally
with any measure swhich will provide additional accom-
modations for those departments, and give security
against neeidents by fire to the records and Pablic Se-
curities in the Offices referred to hy Your Honor. !

Any papers which your Honor may cause to be laid
before us, in reference to the necessity of appointing an
additional Judge in the Supreme Court, will meet with
dlue sttention. .

The assurance that steps have been taken to seccure
the laying down of n new Cable, and [ the extending of
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Inland Televrapme Communication, meets our cordial
approval.

It is gratifying to learn thzxt a Commitiee of the Con.
gress of the United States paid o visit to this Colony, du-
ring the past Summer, with a view of obtaining infor-
mation upou - the impertant subject of Reciproesl Freo
Irade between this Isiand and the Usited States. It
will be a matter for general rejoicing should the infor-
mation furnished to the Committee on that oceasion by
the Exccutive Council result in extending the trade re-
lations of the Colony. We shall be glad to have 1aid be-
fore us the report of members of the Executive Counell,
and the correspondence between the local Government
and Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the
Colonies on this subject.

We are pleased to be informed that the Bill for the
settlement of Wilderness Lands, passed last Session, Is
working satisfactorily, as evidenced by the fact that 13,-
368 acres of Land have been taken up under its provl-
stons by substantial settlers.

‘We shall'be glad to receive from yom: Honorx purticu-
lars of the purchase of Estates by the Guvernment since

‘the last Session.

It is satisfactory to flud that the returns from the
Lang Office evidence an appreciation on'the part of the
cceupants
of the Lend Purchase Biil, as also a desire to avail them—

{selves ofits assistance in beconing freeholders.

We believe that the Laws relntiug to the Militia and
Volunteer Forces can be amended so as to be less
burdensome upon the people than heretofore. The mo-
dification of the drill of the general Militia, and the en-
couragement of the Volunteer Forec so 28 to increase
its efliciency, will, we believe, give general satisfaction.
Any Bill having these objects in view will receive our
hearty support.

The general prosperity with which Frovidence has
favored the Colony is truly a matter for heartfelf grati-
tude to the Bountiful Giver of all good, aud in entering
apon our legmmtne duties, our. desire will be to be
gulded by Him in dealing with the various subjects which
shall come before us, €0 a8 to progote the happiness,
conteptment and prosperity of the people.

House Adjunrned.
Satvroay, March 6th.
‘ Morning Session. )
On motion of the Hon. Attorney General, the
House went into Committee vu expiring laws.
Mr. P. Sinclair in the Chair. ’
The consideration of the Act relating to the

: Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Charlottetowsn

wag deferred on the ground that important
changes were contemplated to be made in the
constitution of that body.

A resolution to continue the law relating to the
publishing of notices and advertisements rela.tmrr

1to the public service, submitted by the Hon. Atty

Gieneral, was repor ted agreed to, and Hon. Atty.-
General, Hon. Mr. Haviland, and Mr. McMillan
appoiuted a Committee to report hereon.

The Committee appointed {o receive tenders for

{ Printing the Journals, recommended that the

tender of W,

On motion of I

€. Grant Le acecepted.
r. Reilly, the House resolved it-

;self into a Co mm:tLM of the wholc, to take into

' consideration the Draft Address in answer to the

of Government Lands of the advantages’

&
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Spéech of His Honor the Administrator of the
Government, ut the opening of the Session.

Mr. Cameron in the Chair.

The first and second paragraphs having heen
read— . . : -

Hox. Lzapsr or 1ae Oerosivioy rose and said:
Mr. Chairman: I do not think there will be any
opposition to the two paragraphs which Have

“just been read. I believe that every member on
both sides of the Housc feels a considerable
degree of gratification and pleasure, that the Go-

" vernment is administered, in the absence of the

" Lieutenaunt Governor, by a gentleman who is a na-
tive of this Colony, and one who has occupied so
many high and distinguished positions in this,
his native Island. In years gone by, he took o
prominent part in the politics of the country, hav-
ing sat as-a member for Charlottetown in the old

‘House of Assembly, before many of us who now |

sit here, were heard of,  And you are aware, Sir,
that he subsequently occupied the position—with
honor to himself and satisfaction to the country—
of Attorney Gencral of this Island. "After atime,
he was transferred from the IHousc of Assembly
“to the Legislative Council, where he acted as
President for many years; and then he was ap-
pointed to occupy the position of first Civil and
Criminal Magistrate of this Island, and I believe
that since. he occupied that position, he has been
respected throughout the length and breadth of
the countvy. Evervone is convinced—whether
suitors or otherwisc—ithat his judgments have!
been pronounced withont fear, favor or parvtiality,
without regard to the inflacuee of the rich or the
importunity of the peor, in the cases brought be-
fore him. IIe was for o fow months, three orfour

years ago, during the abscnce of the Licutenant

11 Address. _
{lour prayer may be granted—not that “ hope de-

Governor, appointed to the position which ke at]
present occupics, in a critical time, when i re-!

H

quired a great deal of determination and firmness ||

And!

b

1o maintain law and order in the Colony.
. daring last autumn he has again been selected by
Lis Sovereign to administer the Government of
. the Colony during the absence of 3r. Dundas
in Great Britain. ITe has also veceived an honor!
never before conferred upon a native of this Is-|
land-—the honorof Knighthood. True, it does not.
bring with it any emolument, but it is an honor to |
this Colony that one of her sons should reccive
this title from ITer Majesty ; and I sincerely hope
that he will live many years to enjoy the compli-!
ment conferred upon him. I believe that every
member of this honorable House will readily sup-
port the two paragraphs just read.

The two paragraphs were then azxeeed to.
. B ‘
The third parapraph was now read.

Hon. Lraner o tHE Orrosimion.—It is only
just now I have received a copy of the Draft Ad-|
dress. The paragraph under consideration re-
lates to the Address of the House, last Session,
to Her Majesty, praying the Imperial Govern-
ment to continue the payment of the salary of the,

Lieutenant Governor; and from the answer to. the
Speech, it appears there has beenno reply to that
We  can only express the hope thut

ferred which makete the hieart sick.’ 4

" Mr. Breorey.—I-do not wish to go beyond the
limits of the paragraph ; but theve is another item
connected with the Governor’s Salary, concern-
ing which I wish to be informed—17 ailude. £ the -
Government farm. It is not alluded to in the
Draft Address; but T heard the other day that
the Government had it in contemplation to dis-
pose of a part of that farm in. case ihe Imperial
Government does not gccede to the prayer of the
Address sent-to the Home Government during
‘last Session. T heard. it stated that part of the-
farm was to be disposed of to ease the public
chest oy account of the loss which the Colony -
would, in that case, sustain. - I would like to be
informed whether the Government have any in-
tention of that kind, in case the Imperial Gov-
ernment should refuse to accede t0 the Address
in guestion, because when that farm was granted
away by Governor Fanning many years ago, it
was taken from this City. I may say that the
consideration of subjects connected with "the iu- .
terests of. the city which took place at a ‘public’
meeting on the night before last will be continued
next Wednesday and Thursday cvenirgs, and
this subject will be brought before these meetings.
The- subject is so far connected with the interest
of the city, that if the memorial of the House
1last Session be not granted, the inbabitants of
i Charlottetown wish to be informed of the in-
‘tention of the Govesrnment on this matter. I do
inot know that it would be wise to interfere with
ithe Government farm while the matter of paying
i the Licutenant Governor’s Salary is pending. .

! :

{ Hon, Lesper or tue Goverymost.—It is with
(some surprise I hear such a question as that
asked by the honorable member for Charlottetown,
ibrodght under this clause. Why he should want
{to bring the government to book on this maiter,
‘T am at a loss to understand. I am notin a po-
isition to answer the guestion which has been put,
ybecause the matter has not been taken into con-
‘gideration. It will, I think, be time cnough to do
fsa, when the answer to the Address of lagt Ses-
ision, is laid before us, which, I hope, will not be
Jone which will compel us to pay the Licutenant

i Governor’s Salary. I know that there is a good
i{deal of fecling manifested among the citizens of

{Charlottctown on the matters connected with
i Government farm ; but we have not the means or

1 material at hand for the proper discussion of this

'aubject, and, therefore, I cannot tell whatthe policy
;of the Government in regavd to it, may be—they
‘have no' considered it. I must say that 1 think
ithe citizens of Charlottetown have been very bad-
{1y treated, for there ought to have been some
;spot of ground laid apart for public recreation
jand excercise—1 do not think there 1s another
‘provincial city in the same condition, in this re-
:speet. Although this is not alarge town ; where
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a-city is founded, we must look forward to the

time when it will bave a dense population. The
- great principle generally attended to, in cilies, is

to provide for the masses—to provide places and|

spaces for public recreation, which will conduce
to the general heulth of the people. I do not
.wonder, therefore, that this matter comes up;
_ for the position of Charlottetown is a very extra-
ordinary one. If the people seek refuge from the
dust in warm weather, thére is no spot of public
ground to which they can retive. But I do not
- feel myselfl in a position to make any declaration
concerning the Government farm, in o ‘public ca-
pacity. Tocking at the position of the govern-
“ment House at Halifax, we find that there are
ouly one or two acres of Jand in connection with
it. Comparing our Government House with its
" princely appendage of one hundred acres, my
private opinion is, that no insult could be offered
to our Licutenant (Governor, if a portion of those
lands was rescrved for the use of the . citizens of
Charlottetown. But in a public point of view, I
cannot venture an answer to the question of the

_ honorable member for Charlottetown.

Ton. Leasee oF tae Orrosition.—It musi be
satisfactory to the honorable Member for Char-
lottetown to know that the Government have not
taken any action on the government farm, be-

' PARLIAMENTARY REPORTER.

cause the rumor was afloat that the Government
were going to put the farm up at Auction, to
provide a fund to pay the Licutenant Governor's
salary in case we are compelled to pay it. The
hon. member for Charlottetown tells us. of the
necessity of a public space of ground for the re-:
creation of the citizens. Before the citizens geti
any more pleasure ground they should show
more . pride in keeping and ornamenting the
squares which they alrecady have. They have|
~ five large squarces, but there is only one of them .
of which I should feel the least degree of pride]
in showing to a stranger—I allude to Ilillsbo-
rough Square. The others are more like - cow
pastures than anything else. The Corporation
has been in coxistence since 1854 or 1855, but
‘have done but little towards improving the
appearance of the city  As regards the old
JBarrack ground, we know it never belonged to
the citizens of Charlottetown. It was Ord-
nance Property, intended for fortification and
soldicrs’ quarters. It was only given up by the
British Government on condition that the Gov-
ernment of this colony should aid the Militia
Serviee. Even if it had been gronted as a
public place for recreation, it would have been
uscd only as a grazing ground - for cattle—if
we judge from the past doings of the Corpo-
ration.

Mr. Brecgex.—It was a satisfaction to hear
“from the Hon. Leader of the Government, that
they had not decided on the disposal of the Gov
ernment farm. Perhaps I am a little out of order

s—

s

fortnight ago, if I had heard that the Government
intended to dispose of the Government farm. As
I intend to meet my conatituents in a few nights,

'the Government have notat present any intention
to interfere with the farm, I am satisfied in know-
ing that the Government have no intention of de-
priving the city of the privilege ofthe use ofa part
of that land,for apublic placeof recreation. Ifany
portion of the farm should be diverted from ‘its
present purpose, I hope the claims of Charlotte-
town will be considered, and that thirty or forty
acres will be appropriated for a public place of ve-
creation for the citizens. I am well satisfied that
the Attorney General will not give any support
to a measure which will interfere with the rights
of the people of Charlottetown. As to what the
hon. Leader of the Oppositinn said about the peo-
ple of Charlottctown not doing their duty, I can
only answer him by referring to Georgetown. I
de not wish to speak disrespectfully of George-
town, but if he can show us a great deal of pub-
lic spirit manifested there, he may talk o us in
Charlottetown. I think we have done a good deal
in ornamenting Hillshorongh Square, but there
are many things to be attended to beforc we in-
dulge in luxuries. There are a great many essen-
: tial comforts to be attended to before we complete
ithe ornamentation of our public squares. My
i constituents take a deep interest in all that velates
to the Government farm, and all T want at present
is the answer of the hon. Leader of the Govern-
ment, that they do not at present intend to divert
(it from its present purpoese, for the purpose of
iraising a Bevenue.

ITox. LeabEr oF toe Goverxuext.~—I have sta-
yted only what the (fovernment have done, not
i what they will do. In Georgetown they have a
sort of wilderness or common for exercise in sum-
mer; and in winter time if you wish to slide, there
is an clement to operate upon. To endeavor to
approach the place is nearly as good as storming
Sebastopol. There is also mud enoughte build a
city of brick, Then therc is the Market Ilouse
i—a splendid structure.  Thereis also a Drill Shed
‘and a School IHouse—the latter is in better order
:than it was twelve months ago—ithe window is
‘mended, whether owing to the thrift of the pre-
sent Government or not, I do not know., Owing
to the extent of the aforesaid grounds, every cit-
.izen can have splendid exercise, both of body and
mind.

Hox. Mr. McAvray.—The Hon. Leader of the
i(}0ven:nnent should have more thought than to
jwaste his time in amusing himself in making ob-
{servations on subjects not mentioned in the Ad-
idress. "I am not inclined to go into such badin-
{age just now, although the hon. member has made
,some sarcastic observations about Georgetown,
jwhich are not very becoming. True, Georgetown
|hasnot a big house like this; and I hope it will

in-asking for information oun this subject, but I

svished to know, as the question was asked me al

7}

d

inever have a house where so much nonsense is
tuttered. I make this remark with reluctance, be-

i

.

I shall have the satisfaction of assuring them that
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cause the hon. member

has been so amiable in his
remarks. .

Mr. -Sreager.~—The  hon. Leader of the Gov-
ernment has based several amusing observations
upon Georgetown affairs; but I can tell the hon.

_ Member, that,” when all the contemplated im-
‘provements in that town are carried out, we
shall be placed in a far boiter pusition than at
present. - C

Hon. Leapsr or tHE OrpposrrioN.—Many - jokes
have been - made relative to the extent of

Georgetown Common. They had a Common

there once, but they did not keep it.

The third paragragh was then agreedta.
‘The fourth paragraph was read.

Afr. Sresger.—I should like to hear what

amount of money has been repaid by the people.|

Hon. Leaper or taz Orrosizion.—I have great,

doubts whether I can give my assent to the para-

graph just read, or not; for I believe that it that|

money had been kept in the Treasury there
would bave been justas much grain sown, ‘A
graat deal of the money granted was re-

- ¢eived by persons who never spent a farthing
of it in purchasing sced grain, The monecy was
in many cases spent for liquor-white-eye,-and in
getting up a good time or spree on the headofit. It

“should be only in extreme cases, where the coun-
try has been almost paralyzed by a failure of the
crops, that the Government should come to the
rescue to'provide seed grain. * T believe it would
have been much better if the money had Dbeen
kept in the Treasury and the parties leff to their
own resources. After that grant was ecxpended
a large quantity of grain was exported to Europe;
and 1t is well known that the people were not so
destitute as represented. If report speaks true,
only eight linudred pounds have been returned to
ihe Treasury, if so, I think you may cancel half
the remaining sum, for it will never be repaid. 1
cannot help, therefore, coming to the conclusion,
t](;:v.t the money granted was injudiciously expend-
ed. ‘

Hon. Mr. Howpan.—Mr. Chairman: I disagree
with the remarks just made by the Hon. Leader
of the Opposition. Ilive eighty or ninety miles
from here, and from my acquaintance with the
country, 1 can say that there was a great deal of
want in the country last spring. It is easy for the

hon. member to say that there was alarge quan-
tity of grain in the country, but not so-easy fo
the people to supply themsclves with it.
was'a large sum of money deposited in the Sav-
ings Bank last year, because wealthy farmers pre-
ferred to place it there, rather than lend it to the
poor man. You do not catch wealthy farmers

giving away their sced grain on credit, when it]
is three shillings cash per bushel in the market. !

There!

¢ 3 for a large awsount has been
paid in ince the end of the financial year. Sup-
posing the money was all lost, it was still money
well expended, for thare werevery fow farmers who
were not in want of seed. Even people who
were well off, ag well as those of ordinary means,
required assistance ; the grant was therefore real-
ly required. = There was strictly. speaking, no
party, on this question, forit concerned the whole
country, equally. No hon. Member .wishes to
have his constituents brought into disrespect” by
such remarks as those we have heard on this
matter. - Instead of being found fault with, for
giving the grant, the government ought to be
thanked. ' :

 Mr. Remwsy.—Mr. Chairman, I know that, as
far as the district which I represent, is concerned, .
many persons were benefitted by the grant for
'seed grain. Iknow also, that some of the people
have paid in their money np to the very moment
when the. Hon. Leader of the Opposition expres-
sed his doubt whether the money was well ex-
pended or npt. * Many rich farmers would not
give oats on creditto the poorer class; and the
fact that three thousand pounds were granted. to
asssist the latier'was an inducement to those who,
held large quantities of grain to retain it for those
who wanted 1t. o

'repaid by the peopl

Flon. Mr IIexperson.—Mr. Chairman: I, for
one, on behalf of my constituents, sypathize with
that class of people who were in depressed cir-
cumstances last spring, and I by no means feel
inclined to censure. gn the contrary, I commend
the Governmens.for what they have done. From
observation, 1 know that the destitution in the
country was not caused by a want of spirit on the
part of the people, for they made every exertion
to preserve both men and stock, alive—they
made exertions which they had never been obliged
to make since they came to the Colony. This
destitution, I am happy tosay, was not general,
but went to such an extent that I, for one, felt as
keenly interested on that subject as 1 did on the
! question which threatened to deprive us of our
‘constitution. The remarks I have made are
ifounded upon what 1 have seen with my own
teyes. Some of the causes which produced such
reffects among the people must be apparent . to
ievery one who takes a general survey of the his-
‘tory of our Colony during the last few years. I
i ask the question, how many of our farmers were
g;ia circumstauces to let their neighbors have seed
{grain on credit? Those on the Cunard and other
states, had large instalments to pay for their
{llands, and to fulfil their engagements, they were

i

!

j~obliged to sell mest of their ordinary farm pro-

i

|

iducts.  The high price given for grain in the

limarket, togetber with this pressure npon the

" people, left but little or no chance to the poor

i'man. If farmers in “tolerable circumstances re«

spring did a great deal of benefit. Indeed there
Iras been a larger amount than the sum mentioned

,

gt

. - quired assistance, how much more did hundreds
I know that the money granted the people last:

i of persons in poor circumstances, occupying
government lands, requive it? And I put the
question, which was (he wost convenient for the
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govermment of the couniry; to assist destitute
settlers by a gravt for seed grain, or, after fami-
ties had been scattered by want, to give them
money in the shape of pauper grants? 1 felt
veally thankful to the Government for acceding
‘to my opinion as well 2s to the vpinions of other
honorable members, in vegard to this matter. 1

- with my hon. colleague, went thvough the dis-|

trict represented by us, in January last, to as-
~ cortain the wishes of the people, and during the
whole time I was there, Inever heatd a single re-
flection east upon the Government on account of
this grant for sced grain. Tell me, sir, whut it is,
in the way of assistance, that can be distributed
without a single carcless act or mistake in con-
nection with it? or which will not, in some cases
be put to an improper use by some who receive
it? I quiteagree with the ITon: Leader of the
* Qpposition, that such aid should never be grant-
ed except in cascs of extreme necessity, for
where individual effort is unnecessarily assisted,
~ the effect is to produce a pauper spirit, which is
more to be dreaded than any other tendency; at
least, Sir, that is my opinion.

- Mr. McNeron.—bMr, Chairman: I think if the
Hon. Leader of the Opg»ositinn knew the facts of
the case, he would not have expressed himself as
he has done. 1t was nat expected that the whole
amount granted to assist the people in purcha-
sing seed grain, would be collected in one year,
for the couniry was-in a very depressed con-
dition. The fact that a large quantity of grain
was shipped last spring is no proef that persons
in destitute civeumstances could have obtained
sced grain; for if they had not the money or the
means of procuring it, they could not have ob-
tained what seed they require. Farmers could
not borrow money without paying a very high
rate of interest forit, and there were few who
could advance them any, Most of the people in
the section of the country which I ‘represent
would have repaid the money, except for one cir-
cumstance, which was, that nearly every one of
those who received benefit from that grant, has
during last fall and the present winter, received
@ writ for rent, and the Hon. Leader of the oppo-
sition knows the cxpenses in conneclion with
it. Notwithstanding this, I believe that all, or
‘most of the money granted .vill be re-paid into the
Treasury. If the Government never bring in a
worse measure than the one in question, they
shall have my support. .

Mr., P Sixeramr.—As far as the part of the
country | represent was concerned, I know that
the distribution was made in a just manner. The
only complaint in connection with the matter was
that some persons were not able to get any of
the money. Some of the grant might have been
distributed in a different manner in King’s and
Prince Counties; but very little of it was wasted
in Queen’s County. Itis, in my opinion, only
sheer necessity that should induce the Govern-
ment to give such grants; but they were quite

S Sbimoary

right in taking the circumstances of the people,

last spring, into consideration.

Iiox. Leapern or tue Oprrostrion,—I do not
doubt that the motives of the Govérnment and
Houge were good, but the query is, whether they
were destroying the spivit for individuoal effort or
not. Buch grants should only be given in extreme
cases to enable private individuals to sow their
lands. In many instances, to my knowlenge, the
money was not spent in sowing the land; and I
belicve, that if it had never been granted, the land
would still have been sown. . There was no neces-
sity to buy up the grain for fear of its being ex-
ported, because there was plenty of it to be pur-
chased. Again, in many iustances, the money
obtained Ly the poor man was so small, that it
was nearly useless in purchasing seed grain.

- Tox. Mr. Howrax.—The poor had ounly two
things to choose. True, there was an abundance
‘of grain in the country, but it was in the hands of
the beiter class of farmeérs who would not part
with it without the cash ; therefore the poor were
either obliged to pay the cash down or go with-
ocut seed. DMany persons who owned large quan-
tities of grain had made their arrangements to ship
what they had bought up, and thereforc were not
willing to retail what they had stored up. The
White Eye which has been spoken of, may per-
haps be procured dowun near Georgetown, but not
to the westward. 1 can speak positively concerr-
ing the repayment of the money distributed for
seed grainin the locality to which I belong. We
took six hundred pounds of the grant for Tignish
Run and distributed it among the people for the
purpose of enabling them to procure seed, and
every single sixpence of that money has been re-
paid in the shape of timber, which was received
in payment at ten shillings per ton, and which
could not have been procured for cash if twenty
shillings per ton had been given. The conse-
quence of adopting this course is, that an immense’
amount has found its way into the public purse
which would otherwise never have been paid in.

Mzr. Basckex.—Mr. Chairman : I have no -
doubt the Government, in giving that grant, act-
ed from a good motive, and if there was a pro€er
distribution, it is well the money was given. We
who resides in Charloitetown have no opportunity
‘of judging of the necessity for such a grant or of
‘the benefits which acerue from it, Fon, Mem-
i bers from the country are certainly the best judg-
ies in the case, and therefore it should be left to
ithem to decide. I have no doubt we shall have
o grand account of the manner in which the pub-
lic money has been expended on Tignish Run, and
1 hope the work will prove to be one of vast
advantage to the pablic.

How. Lzaper oF e Goveryyext.—With res-
pect to the remarks of the hon. Leader of the
Opposition in regard to the rule in lending money
to the people in such «cases, I may state that I
(nite agree with him ; but it was only after mature
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consideration that the House was induced io give
this grant With respect to the distribution of
. the money, it was, I believe, judiciously expend-

ed, except in a very few instances; but we must
not judge of the bencfits derived by the country,
from these isolated cases. As far as can be found
out, the grant proved to be conducive to the
general good of the country. With respect to
the thousand pounds-expended upon Tignish Run,
we have accounts, from different sources, that the
people have made a very good return. We have,
another hon. member from that section of the
country—Mr. Bell—who is prepared to tell us

that, as far as that grant has been expended, it
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people whom I represent were tonnted about

their poverty ; but I cen inform thiz honovable -
House that the fishermen there can not only
carry on their business without the aid of a grant,
but can make a handsome profit from it. 1f the
fishermen of Tignish cannot make ends meet, let
them take to other grounds where they can
make money by fishing. o ‘

Hon, Mr, Howrav.—1I see that my friend, the
hon. member for Murray Harbor (Mr. Prowse)is
just as tender as ever on this poiut. I believe
there are only two or three men down in his
part of the country who can raise enough.to
cat. The people of Tignish asked a Civil Engi-

has turned out well. » . ‘
Mz, Beri.—Mr. Chairman, I have visited Tig-|
nish Run, and was pleased to see such a large,
quantity of timber collected for the purpose of|
constructing the intended Breakwater 1 do not:
‘think it could be purchased at the price for which
the Government obtained it. I am vory sanguine
a8 to the perfect success of the work, when com-
pleted ; and the suspicion that this was a bogus
affair will be entirely removed from the minds of
those who entertained such a thought. 1 belicve
that, when finished, it will be onc of the best and
most profitable public works on this'Island. It
is only just and right that the Government should
do something for the fishermen, for they arc the
best customers in consuming dutiable articles,
and I believe that not une shilling has ever beforce
been laid out on their account. This money has
been well expended, and in such a2 manner as to
kill two birds with one stone. The hon. Leader
of the Opposition may laugh, but every one
knows that there was a great scarcity of fodder
last year, which compeﬁed the people to feed
their cattle with grain, and when they came to
sow they had no seed. In my section of the
country, the poople have punctually repaid the
sums lent them, and that in good value. I am
sure it would have done the heart of any good
man good to see how that money was distributed
among the people. . I saw but a single individual
case of mismanagement—perhaps this is the one
referred to by the IHon. Leader of the Opposition,
for it was published in the newspapers. I can
defend this grant on every reasonable ground.

Mr. Prowse.—Mr. Chairman: T can endorse
some of the seniiments of the honorable member
for Cascnmpec in advocacy of the claims of fisher-
men, but I must remind him that there are men
who carry on the same business in other parts, as
well as in Tignish.,. We are told that this appro-
priation killed two birds with onestone, and 1 be-
Bieve he is quite sincere in saying that he belicves
the work-will be a great success—I am mnot at
all surprised to bear that. 1 believe the hon. mem-
ber for Belfast is just as sanguine about the success
of the Breakwater at Wood Islands, but I am not so
sanguine. I believe thatif the Government would
improve what harbors we have instead of making
artificial ones, the money would be much better
expended. I think it was only last vear that the

neer, who was perfectly competent, to make o re-
port on the proposed {arbo'r-e—they‘ did not act
so foolishly as "the people down at Wrod -
Islands. T hope the hon. member will bring in
the Report of an engincer on that Breakwater,

and if it warrants, we will grant a sum  of .
money towards its construction. It is true they

do catch some fish down at Murray Harbor,

but what they catch is a mere bagatelle. When

he talks about Prince County getting a large

share of the grants, he shoulg remoember that

King’s ‘County has always got her share of

the public money. There has becn five timesas

much money spent in King's County withinthe last

few years, as in Prince County. - The people of

Cascumpec and Tignish have caught a very

large quantity of fish during the past year, and
the business is rapidly extending, ,

Hoy. Mz. Drxcax.—Mr. Chairman: 1 believe
Newfoundland is a colony of paupers, for more
than half the Revenue is expended on pauperism
~—this shows us that the practice of granting the
public money to private individuals has & demor-
alizing tendency. But I am quite willing to see
the thousand pounds expendc:li upon Tignish Run,
for'1 believe it will afford some encouragement to
thefishermen of that locality. 1 hope the Gov-
cernment will grant o sum of money towards the
completion of Wood Island Breakwater. There
is now eight fect of water at low tide where they
once drove. across with carts. It has been esti-
mated by a competont engincer that if it was car-
vied to & certain point, it would be serviceable,
but to do this, it must be lengthened “twelve hun-
dred feet move. If that was done there would be
itwelve feet of water at ordinary tides, and the
{work would prove of very great benefit to that
section of the country. I do not look at money
spent on such works as lost, for it benefits the
country generally. The roads are so terribly cut
up during the spring and fall that some steps
should e taken to prevent the necessity of haul-
ing grain &c., long distances. But in regard to
grantiug money for the purchase of seed grain, I
think the Government should consider well before
taking such a step.

Tox. Mz. Hexpersox.—Mr. Chairman, The hon.

member from-Tignish has referred to the expendi-
ture of the publicmoney in King's County. There
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may be some truth in what he says, but T regret
to say that the portion of i thatI represent, by
some means or other has becn sadly neglected.
Montague River, one of the handsomest streams

on the Island is without a single public wharf, ex- |-

cepting one, and that a miserable puny affair.
But, Sir; I am not prepared to say whose fault
" thathas been, although 1 am surprised to see such!
a state of things at this moment. There was 'au}
appropriation made by the House, Session before’
last, of £70 for that porpose, on condition that
right of way be first procured. Right of way was ||
procured, but the site was pronounced unfit for a il
wharf, and the Governmest took no steps to pro-
cure a more suitable place, therefore the money
which might have been spent with benefit to the
inhabitants of that locality, is stillin the Treasury.
T said the money wasin the Treasury, but I dave say
- some of it wentto Tignish Run.to which, Imay now
state, I do notbegrudge a single farthing. At the
same time I mustnot forget Montague Bridge and |
River. Asthe Leader of the Governmentis a repre-|
sentdtive of King’s County, I hope he will attend
to the repgesentations made to this House on the
matter, and I think, considering the manner in
which that part of the country has been neglected,
that my statcment shoul® receive some considera-
tion. . ’ ‘ ' :

|
i

Mr. Prowse,~—In reference to the large amount
of money represented to have been expended in
King's County above that spent in Prince County,
I can tell the hon. member for Tignish, that in
comparing his district with that which I repre-|
sent, 1 find the pauper graut has been more than
double that of mine, in his district. :

Hon. Mr. Howrax.—1 believe that my District,
contains wore than double the number of people
- in his Distrigt. Probably I polled as many votes
as any hon. member of this House.

- The paragraph was agreed to. ’

The Speaker then took the chair, the Chairman
reported progress and asked for leave to sit
again.

House adjourned for one hour.

Afternoon Session

Hon. Mr. Csupecx presented the Report of the
Committec appointed to receive Tenders for pub-
lishing the Debates of the House of Assembly for
the present Session.

It was stated in the Report that the Committec
had only received one Tender, and the person
tendering would not agree to publish the Debates
in a Newspaper, and as this had been the method
adopted in former years the Committee ‘did not re-
commend that the said tender should be received, 1|
" but referred the matter to the House.

After some little discussion it was decided that'
the Report should be referred back. to the Com-|
mittee to be amended. o
, 2 ‘:

[

The Honse resvlved itszelf into a committee of
the whole tu resume the fariher consideration of
the Address in answer to the Speech of His Hon-
‘or the Administrator of the Government.

Mr McCormack in the C}hair. _
‘The fifth paragragh was then read.

Ion. Mr. McAvray.—Myr. Chairman, this para-
graph states that, <* it is satisfactory to learn that
whilst the various branches of the public service
are to be efficiently conducted, yet that the esti-
mates have been prepared with a due regard to
economy.” Now, are we to understand from this
that there is to be great economy in the expendi-
ture of the public money, or is it to be disregard-
ed as similar promises made in years gone by.
I think there is something like a censure on
the Government in this paragraph ; it implies that
previous to this period the Public Service has not
been satisfactorily performed, and the estimates
have been framed without due regard to econc-
my. The lon, Attorney General has a great
deal to say about Grammar and 1 would recom-
mend him to examine this paragraph beforeus. I
suppose the Government side of the House can
vote as they please, and can vote that right is
wrong and wrong is right, and if they wish 1o let
thé passage before them pass, they are at liberty
to do so ¢ butitwould be absurd for such an ema-
nation to go before the public.

Mr. Beur.—1t is a very good evidence that the
hon. member {My, McAulay) cannot make any
amendment, when h@ does not do 8o, for he i al-
ways very ready to make amendments. I think
it is o proof that the paragraph is perfectly correct
when he does not propose some amendment

¥on. Leaperor rns Governyext.—The Address
is generally considered as echoing the sentiments
expressed in the Speech, and in the Speech this
matter is referred to. I am inclined to think,
however, that a slight verbal alteration would be
advisable. 1 would move that the words ‘*effi-
ciently provided for,” be inserted in place of ef-
ficiently conducted.”’

The amendmeni was carried, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

The sixth clause was then read.

Hox. Leaper or tae Orrosirion.—I should like
to have a little information on this subject before
I ean give my assent to the clause under consider-
ation. 1t states *“ Although the Expenditure for
the past year has been in excess of the Receipts,
owing principally to the purchase of lands and

‘the advances for Seed Grain, yet we rejoice to

know that the Revenue evidences a steady in-
crease in the trade of the Coleny.”” Now, sir, it
secms to me that we are rather voting in the
dark. No doubt the members on the Govern-
mestside of the House understand all about this
matter, as they have access to all the offices of
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" the Colony, and can ascertain what have been
‘the receipts at the various Custom houses through
out the Island, &c., but we in the cool shades of

" Opposition have not the same lght on the subject.
From what T have seen, however, in a semisofficial
paper—the Hereld, it appears, from the reason
given there for the Expenditure being in excess

“of the Revenue, that the reason given in this pa-
ragraph is not the correct one. It is here said
that the reason of the Expenditure being in excess
of the Revenue is that so much money was ex-
pended in purchasing Land and Seed Grain, while,
from the Herald, it would appear that the Receipts
from public lands were greater than the disburse-
ments. I cannot see how hon. members can give
their assent to this paragraph as it now stands.

Hon. Leaper o rtEHE Goverxuent.—I think,
. Mr. Chairman, that the public accounts will show
the statement in the Address to be correct. " If
no land had been purchased, £5180 would have
been struck out of the expenditure. There was
. also £3030 paid for seed grain and ouly six or se-
ven hﬁndrec{) received. There is also another item
which ‘has been an extraordinary expenditure—|
- £2100 to close the Troop account, which has not
been put in the paragraph. I think thatalthough
the present method of making up the accounts is
the same that has been adopted for many years,
yet a better mode should be devised. When land
is purchased, the cost is charged against the Colo-

i certainly, if we adhere strictly to the discussion
of the subjects mentioned in them, we shall not be
able to give the Government much trouble. But,

were in power, they made very heavy purchases
of land, and the gquestion turps upon this—have
the transactions of the land office for the last year
!depleted the Treasury or increased its funds.
Bearing in mind that the predecessors of the pre-
sent Government have made large purchases, I
am under the impression that the instalments
made on account of these exceed what has been
paid out by the Government for land, There are
times when it is sound policy for a government
torgo in debt, but how can the present Govern-
ment come forward and say, we have expended
more, than the Bevenue, because the land office
has been a burden to us, when such is not the
case. I believe there are other causes for the
extra exenditure, and they may be justifiable.

- Hon. Mr. McAvray. — I think the members of
the government are under a deep obligation to
the independent members of the House for poipt-
ing out to them what seems to be unirue in the
Speech and the Address$ for if the Public Aec-
counts of the Colony do not tally with what is in
the Speech and the Address, what position will
they be-in. It is clear}}y' stated here that the
cause of the extra expenditure was on account of

ny as absolute expenditure.. Until some change
is made in respect to the way of making up ac-,
counts, and the land accounts kept separate from |
the rest, there can be nothing improper in bring-|

ing to the nofice of the House, in the Speech,
and Address, the purchase of land. I

Hon, Lesver or zur Orrosrmion,—What I do!
not fully understand is this—why should the pur-|
chase of land take all the blame for the country|
being in debt, when the receipts in the land office

have been greater than the disbursements. There|

are several other things that might be mentioned |

such as the £1000 expended on the Tignish Run,
and a large amount for the printing of the Laws,
and why should not these items be mentioned as
well as the £6000 for public land. T think it is
not fair to take those particular items and leave

H

Mr. Remvy.—I think it is quite fair as long as|
the paragraph states only what is true. The items'
mentioned have caused an extra expenditure, :
and such being the case, I think the hon. member !
might save himscIf the trouble of expending 8o
much eloquence. The Address is only an echo of’
the Speech, and as these were the only two items!
mentioned in the paragraph, to which thisis a/!
reply, I think there can be nothing improper in hav- !
ing them in the Address. '

H
|

Mr. Breckey.—The hon. member says that this
is merely an echo of what was in the Speech.
That may be very true, but it is equally true that .
both the Specch and the Reply are the emanation !

i the money expended for land and seed grain ; now,
;if the people find out from the accounts of the
I colony that this is not true, will they trust the fate
{of the conntry in the hands of the present party
ragain. It is a feature of Responsible Govern-
| ment that the independent members should sce,
{before they put money into the hands of the go-

ivernment for any purpose, that former grants
i have been judiciously cxpended.

! Mr. Brecren.—This paragraph is of more im-
| portance, and involves mare than ot first sight
appears. The conservative party for a long time
‘contended that we could not bear the whole of

#the cost of Education out of the funds of the Co-

tlony ; and I believe, if the truih was known, that

i

ithe alteration in the Education Act has more to

|ido with causing the expenditure to exceed the
jirevenue than the purchase of land, and the longer

lit remains as it is, the worse it will be, and the
'government will have to forge excuses to hide
;the results of their own folly.

Z Mr. P. Siycuate.—] am not going to stand up

1869

goi the Government ; and both are so tame, that -

8ir, we kuow that when the Conservative Party

&

‘here to justify any unnecessary expenditure, but '

I do not think this clause can be looked upon as
a forged excuse, If £5000 have been expended in
the purchase of land, and £2000 in the purchase

£9000, then, I think it is quite plain that these
itwo items have been the cause of the greater part
ofit. If mo land or seed grain hag heen pur-
cg‘ased, the colony would have been £7000 better
OI1, .

of seed grain, and the whole deficiency is only
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Bop., Me. Duncan. — I cannot agree withthe?
last speaker, that the tolony would be better off|
if that land had not been purchased, for it will be |
repurchased from the government by the settlers, !

and there nieed be no loss by she transaction. Tt
is my opinion that it is for Education they have!

increased the expenditure, and they have made:
- no-provision for it. There should be some means
taken fo moet this extra expense and not go iuto
debt, I do not want to see our debentures again
at twenty per cent. discount, __—
Hon. Leapes or e Goverxuext.—I think the
hon. Thember will find that the interest on the
Debentures for the purchase of former estates, as
well as the expenses of the Land Office, have to
be taken out of the receipts, and only the remaind-
er taken as an off-set against the disbursements.

Hon. Leaner or T Orrosition.— do not think
the whole burden should be put upon the Land
Ofice and the purchase of seed grain; it is mak-
ing an invidious djstinction, because other large
}m lic works have helped to cause the deficiency.

‘yould therefore move that the words ““ owing
principally to the purchase of land and the ad-
vances for seed grain,”’ be struck ont.

»

Hon, Mr. Lairp.—1t is not to be supposed, Mr. !
Chairman, that a Government would speak of
every item of expenditure, Probably two of the
greatest causes of the increased expenditure have
been mentioned, and I do not see anything wrong'
in it. The hon. member for Charlottetown (Mr. |
Brecken) scems to think that the government ave,
ashamed of their own child, when they do not
say anything about the extra expenditure for edu-
cation. Ithink they have no reason to be ashamed, |
but, on the contrary, should feel proud that the
money has been spent in so worthy a cause. 1
for one, feel proud that the people have availed
themselves of the privileges placed within their;
reach, to such an extent as to cause an increased
expenditure for education. The people would|
rather have a tax imposed upon them by the go-|
vernment to defray any extra expense that may
be incurred, than be called opon again to tax
themselves as they were obliged to do under the
former Act. . .

Mr. Breceex.—I believe that money cannot be
better expended than in forwarding the cause of
Education, but what I wish the Government to
do, is, to come forward and own the first results
of the Act they are so proud of, and not put it
on some other departments.

|

|

Mr. Spearer.—Mr, Chairman, although alarge!
amount, has been expended on Education, yet I!
do not think thereis any expenditure that has!
received more commendation from the people.
Go from one end of the Island to the other and
you will not hear any complaints about too much
money having been expended for education, but
if the amount is too great for the Revenue to
bear, T think the people would willingly submit

to increased taxation rather than have the sys-
tem altered. In referenceto the accounts of the
Land Office, I think they are not propely made
up. It has been asked of me whether the Land
Oflice was paying or not, but I could not give a
satisfactory answer. I should like to see the
accounts made up in such a manner that we could
sce at a glance how much had been paid in from
-each Township, and how many acres remained
unsettled, and then we would be able to form a
pretty correct opinion of the whole matter.

f

i

Hon. Mr. Duxcav.—1I ihink if Education is the
real cause for the extra expenditure, it would have
been better to have so siated, and then the Gov-
ernment could have gone to the people and asked
them to submit to a t#% to support it. 'When the
salaries were reduced by the late Government,
the people in the district which I represented
were not in favor of having the whole salary paid.
out of the Treasury. ' .

Hon. Mr. Howrax.—It would have been well
if the hon. member for Charlottetown had thought
five or six years ago of curtailing the cxpenditure.
There is a monument of their glly Jjust outside
of Charlottetown, 1f they had saved the £12,- -
000 they spent in building Barracks, it might now
be used in purchasing land. There was also £2-,
100 paid for the expenses of the Troops, which
was a legacy from the late Government. There
has been a gréat deal of extra expense during the
past few years, and we have yet to learn that it
13 the cost of Education that has caused the ex-
penditure to exceed the Revenue,

Hon. Leaver or tae Orrosition. —The hon.
member (Mr. Howlan) has given a clear and pos-
itive proof that the paragraph under consideration
should not remain as it is, for he has shown that
there ave other items, besides the purchase of land
and sced grain, that has caused the extra expen-
diture. It is very incorrect to select only two
special causes where there are so many. 1 think
ythe Government side of the Iouse must feel very
‘thankful to his Tlonor the Speaker for censuring
“them for the manpner in which the accounts of the
Public Land Office are kept.

Mr. Brrcrev.—1I would like to sce a little Ten-
‘ant League got up to sec how this Government
twould deal with it. I wish that the hon. member
ifrom 