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REPORT, &c.

————

'HE Comyirrre of the Halifax Methodist Fe.
e Benevolent Society beg leave again to present
heir friends theit Annual Report, and again 1o
f themselves as the medium for the convey-
: of the further benevolence, which they hope -
be continued to the Institution, 'T'he manner
hich the funds entrusted to theldisposal of vour
)mitiee have been appropriated in the year past
iibited in the account current annexed; by
h it will appear that £47 7 10 has been'dispen-
0 the relief of sundry poor persons, and that
garments of various kinds have been made and
ibuted. A number of poor children, nearly na-
and almost wholly uninstructed, whom the
Printendant and T'eachers of the Sunday school
ered from the wretched habitations they visit-
have received a part of this clothing, and
by been enabled and induced to attend school
e sabbath ; several of whom give pleasing pro-
that the instruction there received, will have
fluence on their future lives, useful to theme
8 and others. ‘I'ne Committee hope that when
im expended is compared with the relief grans




their friends will be "satisfied , that the fund
ir trust have been distributed wil
'T'he object of the Cot
h g()r)d as their mea

ted,
committed to the
prudence and economy.
mittee has been to do as muc

would admit ;
decent, modest unobtrusive poor—the infirm and

ged widows—and the guffering families who !
death, orsome sudden calamity require occasion
and prompt relief. Many cases of the latter d
sctiption occurred in the past year, during the 2
ful visitation which oversptead and enveloped @
'Fown in thick gloom and SOTTOW @ and can
mourning, lamentation, and woe ¢ to
street to [street, and from house to house.
Contrasting our present circumstances with t
so recently past, is not our first duty an offering
praise and gratitude to the great Governor of |
world, and the God of all our mercies, Should §
the walls of our ganctuaries resound, and above
the sanctuaries of our hearts, with the devo
joyous anthem *° {,et us enter into his gates |
thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise.
us be thankful unto hims, and speak good of
name.” Bat the mere expression of gratitude
are aware will not be acceptable to him,
the Jewish dispensation whatsoever was offered
the L.ord, either as an expression of penitencg
of thanksgiving was to pe of value—nay, even
best they possessed, the refuse would not be ac
tod. Thus Davidafter a heavy calamity infl
on his kingdom, refused to offer that which

hin nothing. And although by the grace 0
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welare delivered from$those [burthensome ceremoe
nies, yet the spirit in which they were to be offered
and of which the outward rite was but the expres-
sion, is still obligatory ; and the author and foun-
der, and moderator of the new dispensation under
which we have the happiness to live, seems to have
substituted, if we may so express i, the poor in the
place of the ceremonial altar and sacrifice. Hece
he reminds us ¢ T'he poor ye have always with
you.” And through the vista of futurity exhibit-
ing to our view the solemn decisions of that grand
and final tribunal, when he as judge will fix our
characters and our destiny for elernity, he identi-
fies himself with the poor, and as the recipients of
whatsoever is given to them—¢ | was hungercd and
ye fed me, I was thirsty and ye gave me drink, na-
ked and ye clothed ne.

But the time in which we shalf be honoured and
privileged with being the stewards ;and almoners
of God's bounty ~how short—how unecertain ! Other
stewards will presently have the disposal of what
we call our own-—other dispensers of the goods of
the great proprietor of all will soon be appointed,
And if we are unfaithfal stewards, perhaps so much
the sooner will it be said to us * Give an account
of thy stewardship for thou mayest be no longer
steward.” Our motto should therefore be ¢ \Whae
thou doest do quickly.” Let us participate while
We can in the pleasure of this godlike employ-
ment—the distribution of good. And that there is
A pleasure in this, the feeling sympathetic Leart
that can “ weep wi.h those that weeyp, and rejoice




with them that rejoice” aeed’ not be told. The
pearls that drop from the eye of sympathy on the
one side, and of gratitude on the other, are of more
value in the purchase of happiness and in the good
produced, than those that glitter in a monarch’s
crown : like the pearly dews which besprinkle our
earth and by their fertilizing virtues produce fra-
grance, beauty and nourishmant, such as the uni-
ted value of all the pea:ls that land and sea has
ever furnished could not procure.

Some valuable coadjutors in this good work
have been removed in the course of the year past.
“I'heir names and their place are blank, and remind
the survivors in their associations, of the loss they
have sustained. But they are encouraged by the
congideration that © they are not dead but sleep.”
that ¢ they rest from their labours and their works
do follow them,” and that ¢ those who sleep in
Jesus will God bring with him,” to be forever with
the Lord. They therefore say to themselves and
to their friends and benefactors, Let us not be

weary in well doing, for in due season We€ shall
reap if we faint not.”

nnual meeting offthe Halifax
Methodist Female Benevolent Suciety, heldin the
W esleyan Sehool Roowr on the  day of October
1835, the Rev. Mr. Knight in the Chuir,—Resol-
ved,

1st. That the Report now read be received and

pr'mted under the direction of the Committee,
That this Soviely thankfully acknowledges the
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kindness of their benefactors, and respectfully so.
licits a continuance of their support.

That the gratitude of this society is due to those
Ladies of the Committee who undertook and per-
formed the most labourious and unpleasant part

The of the duty of this society—that of soliciting sub-
n the scriptions, and collecting donations of clothing &ec.
more | and that it is hoped others will generously under-
good take the same service.
arch’s | That the kindness of Mr. Edmund Ward in gra-
le our tuitously printing the Report of this suciety for the
y fra- past and several preceding years, claims their
» uni- gratitude, and that he be respectfully requested
ea has still to extend towards them his liberality,

That this Society deeply regrets the loss of some
work highly valued friends, zealous and useful members
' past. of their committee from the commencement of the
emind Institution, who have been removed by death since
s they our last anniversary, and hope from a recollection
)y the of their worth to be stimulated to an emulation of
leep.” their usefulness.
-works That the Committee for the present year be as
eep in follow—
er with
res and Mrs. Desiah Starr Mis. Sarah A, Valentine
not be «. Maria Morris, «. Mary Knight,
e shall . Mary Livingston, «.» Grace Norbeck,

Rebecca Taylor, «. Sarah Starr,

. Esther Grant, «« Margaret Anderson
Halifax «. Celia Hamilton, « KElizabeth Troop,
iin the «. Lavinia Starr, « Louana Lydiard

October «+ Frances Black,
—Resol-
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