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law reforms ever attempted in Canada. By 
means of it the whole of our existing system 
was remodelled, the distinction between the 
courts of law and equity abolished, 
and the procedure made identical in all 
our existing courts, by this simplification of 
legal procedure there has been a consequent 
reduction of expenditure to suitors. Nor have 
their law reforms stopped here ; but the whole 
of the laws dealing with the administration of 
justice have from time to time been amended 
and increased ar. occasion demanded. By the 
later Juror Acts and amendment* the process 
oi selection ha* been simplified, the labours of 
tlv* selectors lightened, *nd the coet to the 
municipalities lessened. Witnesses in crimi* 
nal vase* are now paid ; stamp duties in the 
lower courte have been repealed : the jurisdic
tion of the lowest court ha* been extended ; 
provision has promptly been made for the ad
ministration of justice in each new sec
tion of the 1‘rovmce that has been opened up. 

( r / Mmûrifml School La»' it* form.
The statutes of some twenty-five year* rclat-

tjuebec objected to the Award, 
minion Government refused 
recognise il Representatives hwm the 
Provinces ultimately met, settled epee a
and presented it to the Privy Ooaaeil, 
was decided that the Award was a 
valid one. as Ontario had always 
The second of these questions was

The Inter-Provincial Boundary.
T'ni* was the unsurveyed boundary 

Ontario and Queiiec. That, too, was 
the Lilieral Government. The 
was entered upon and completed 
far northward as necessary, to the oom[ 
satisfaction of both Provinces. The third of 

related to the
Northern aud Wetter» floHrùtarie* of Ontario.

The subject in debate was as to how far 
went ami north Ontario extended. She cam# 
into Confederation with the territory of old 
l pper Canada, and therefore the question was 

I not new. For it was in dispute between Old 
* Canada and the Hudson Bay Company. Chief
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farther portion of the surplus wa* din-
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0^11 lu v.'f lit) 'uit 1 vine tun.. i - - ls , . , ,. . ... .. . , Justice Draper had argued it before a commit-ing to our municipal institutions have been t| tee of tin- British House of Commons. linaae-

The fient answer that can be made to the 
charge* formulated against the Liberal Admin- 
nutation of Ontario at the late Conservative 
< ‘ invention is a plain, unvarnished record of 
what that Administration has, during the last 
ten years, been enabled to do for the Province. 
'1 hat record we now propose to give. In order 
the more clearly to comprehend the work, it is 
tieceastry to understand definitely the sphere 
within which it has been accomplished. That 
sphere is defined by the British North America 
Net, Under that Act the Provincial Legisla

ture* are given exclusive power to make laws 
relating to direct taxation and borrowing money 
( it' necessary) ; to profs-rty, cit'd rights, rditta• 
t.on, and municipal institutions ; to the manage- 
ment and sale of public lande, wmuls, and 
nfiber , to the establishment, maintenance, and 

ye meut of public anil reformatory prisona, 
hospitals, asylums, and charities; to tin incor• 
(.ué otio/i of companies, the control of lie nses, and 

solemnization of marriage to the establishment 
at I* ocincial office*, irith Provincial officers, the 
adm inistration of justice and the undertaking oj 
lacol ! corks, and generally all matters of a focal 
and private nature within the Province. By the 
same A< t they were precluded from taking any 
part in such matter* as trade, commerce, navi
gation. the imposition of a tariff, and custom* 
genutally ; criminal law and many other 
subjects. These matters were relegated to the 
I loumiiun. No Provincial legislature could 
touch them. But within the sphere laid down 

mv the action of the Local Legislatures there was 
impie s'opc. Tin* matters enumerated a fleet 
t hr material progress, moral well being, and so- 
■ mi happiness of ever\ citizen. How have they 
bc» n dealt with by the prêtent Liberal Ad
ministration of Ontario ? Ten years have 
elapsed since they entered office. NX hat, dur
ing those years, have they done within the 
sphere worked out for them by the British 
North America Act to increase the material 
progress, moral well-being, and social happi
ness of the people of tneir native Province ? 
It l* this question tint we now propose to

I tie sphere <>f governmental activity is two
fold legislative and administrative. The 
record of any Government, therefore, is a 
record of legislation and administration. 
VS hat, then, in the first place, has, 
during the past ten years, been the 
J. LkUiSL» llU> or THK mow at administra-

Tiox ?

ton ing each of those ten years the number 
v ; Bill* passed has averaged about ninety. As
• .airmen of Private Bills, Kailway, Municipal, 
uml other Committees of tile House, the mem
ber* of tue Administration have carefully re
vised ail legislation, ami all those bills have 
passed under their -u per vision. But annually 
they have introduced on an average some 
thirty-five public bills, many of which have 
beeu measures of the greatest Provincial impor
ta nee. By them every class oi the commu
nity has been bvhctitlcd.

(a / Li ' tu Law and Reform.
homedi..tc*iy upon coming into power the 

Liberal AumiAOairation turned its atten
tion to perfecting the means whereby 
tne people give ell vet to their will 
ai the election of representatives to the Legis 
la turc. As the result we have the present
♦ lection law ot Ontario. Note by ballot, the 
p « puiatiuu ami publication oi the voters' lists, 
tl. independence oi prullament, and the 
spwa> tnal ul controverted elections by the 
judges, quickly received attention. 1 wo days’ 
polling m one polling place in a township, a 
general election extending over weeks 
t the utter derangement of business, and the 
tiiui of election eases before partisan com
mittees of the Legislature, are things oi the 
fast. Delects fouud on trial have, session hy 
svbsion, been remedied until we cau proudly 
boast that the Llevtivii l<aw of Ontario is one 
or the most thorough anywhere to be found. 
And to complete the progress in this direction, 
they have passed measures conferring the right 
to the exercise of the franchise, under certain 
condition*, on those enjoying fixed incomes and 
vu farmers' sous.

(hi Laic Be tor ai.
At the same time they have inaugurated and 

success!ally carried out great law retenus. 
These begun with the passing of the Adminis
tration • Justice Act, w hich was tiie first at
tempt at the fusion of law and equity in any 
fctate using the Kaglixh law. It wasi lilowed by 
lu* Judicature Act, vue vl the most extensive

consolidated, and every session has seen Home 
important point added to our municipal law 
until it merit* the encomium passed upon it by 
the late Chief J ustice Harrison, who declared 
it to be after its consolidation “the most coin- 
“ plete ami perfect code of the kind that he 
“ knew of in any country of the world. " The 
statutes relating to High and Public Schools 
have been thoroughly revised and incorporated 
n two Acts wmch the late Rev. Dr. Ryerson 
declared were “so important and valuable as 
to constitute a new era in school legislation." 
Laws establishing a new Normal School and | 
Training and Model Schools in each county

diately on the Liberal Government being form
ed step* were taken by them to have it solved. 
The Dominion and Ontario did not at first 
agree as to the mode of settling it. Ultimate
ly they agreed to appoint arbitrator*. Ontario 
selected Chief Justice Harrison, Quebec Mir 
Francis Hincke. The third was Sir Edward 
Thornton, the British Ambassador at Washing
ton. Our Government prepared the case for 
us. Some of the questions had been in deflate 
for two centuries, the documents and palters 
had to l>e gathered from hundred» of old vol- 

j urnes ; scores of old maps wete to be consulted, 
and the archives of London, Paris, Washing-have been passed. By other enactments, , , . , ,.. . . . , ... . . . I tou, Albany,Ottawa, and Quebec were ransackthe training and examination of teach- | ......... J ... .

ers, the inspection of schools, and the
Course of study in all classes of schools have 
been made at once more elastic and more 
thorough, and by a revision of the Acts relat
ing to the Provincial University its graduates 
have beeu given a voice in its government.

(d) Reform* in Laws Ileladug to Companies 
and Classes of the Community.

A general Act,skilfully drawn, has been passed, 
whereby all Joint Stock, Co-operative, Building 
and Loan, Benevolent, Provident, and like Socie
ties can become incorporated at small expense 
and trouble. And not only have they thus 
facilitated trade and manufacture*, but the in
terests of stock and policy holders are care
fully guarded. Especially is this true in the 
case of Insurance Companies, where, by laws 
establishing annual reporting .P.nd continual in

l. The case wa* heard. Au award—and a 
unanimous award—waa made. Ontario did not 
get all she claimed, but it wa* now for the first 
time officially declared that she possessed 
and had always possessed a territory of 
200,000 square miles. North-Western Ontario 
was declared to be as large in area as the older 
settled portion of the Province, and to contain 

i some 98,000 square miles. Owing to the 
jealousy of a few of the Quebec politician^ 
the Dominion Govern meat has never ratified 
tin* award. Through their dishonourable làâ 
cowardly actiou Ontario has not as yet entered 
into possession of her Great North-West, de
clared to be fiers mainly through the energ.. 
and ability of the present Liberal Administra* 
tion.

Not allied to th-*sc interprovlceial questions.
•petition, th« interest* of the publie are pro- | Imtyet ah extraur.lim.ry question ol admiuie-
nerved, and those interests have continually 
been sought. In laws establishing prisons 
for the vicious and additional asylums for 
the afflicted, providing for the assistance 
of every laudable private charity, and ensuring 
the thorough maintenance and inspection of all 
public institutions, is this fact shown. In en
actments facilitating tin; adjustment of dis
putes between masters and workmen : in se
curing to mechanics, labourers, and others a 
lien on the property on which their labour is 
expended or their materials used : in pro- j 
serving the rights of boarders and lodger* ; in 
providing for immigration and the easy 
solemnization of marriage ; in encouraging the 
development of agriculture and horticulture, 
and by many other enactments of a like nature, 
is it proven. By the License Act it has faced 
the great social question of temperance, and by 
the Board of Health Act that of public health ; 
whilst by the Civil Service Act it has 
attempted the solution of the question 
of civil service reform.
(t 'f Reform* in Law of Real and Personal 

I'ropecty.
No improvements in the law* of real and 

personal property adopted iu English-speaking 
coun t ries have failed to be i ncorpoiatud into ours, 
whereas numerous enactments peculiar to our 
own have been passed. The laws relating to 
wills and to the mortgages and sales of per
sonal property are examples. Neither our 
apace nor our readers’ time will allow the list to 
be lengthened, and we must conclude by men
tioning the fact that all the statutes ot the old 
Province of Canada before Confederation and 
of Ontario since that time, so far as they relate 
to this Province,have, under the direction and 
supervision of the*Mowat Administration, been 
consolidated into the admirable code known 
as the Revised Statutes of Ontario.

Such is the record — the proud re
cord — in legislation of the Liberal 
Administration of Ontario for the past 
ten years. Every question hits been met, e -cry 
public want satisfied, every class bene i. ted, 
every reform anticipated. It is With tin- 
utmost pnde that every friend of that Ad
ministration can point to such legislation — 
legislation that, as we have already said, tuts 
done so much in these ten year* to advance 
the material progress, the moral well-being, 
and the social happiness of the people of 
On tario.

trail on and one which we will therefore 
sider in tins place, was

The Distribution of the Surplus.

The essential function* of Government are 
legislation, civil government, and the adminis
tration of justice. The duo and economical 
performance of those functions absorbs but one- 
fifth of the annual revenue of Ontario. For 
some time after Confederation little else was 
done. Gradually a great deal more was under
taken, but, however, at trie cud of t’.iu admin
istration ot the lion. John Saudiield Mac
donald iu 1S71 there had been saved 
out of revenue a surplus of some 3,000,- 
0G0 dollars. 'The Hon. .1. ti. Macdonald, 
acting at last on the sou ill principle that 
“ hoarding is not true economy, ” proposed to 
spend $1,500,000 of it on railways. Defeated 
on the objectionable features of his scheme, the 
motion fell to his successors, and the handling 
of the measure has been doue by the Mov/at 
Administration. Thu surplus of $3.000,000 
mentioned lias been increased year by year by 
various annual sum* saved out of revenue, and 
the whole has been again distributed to the 
people in

(ai Extinguishment uf the Municipal Loan 
Debts ;

f/»i Aid to railway* :
(«•) Municipal drainage.

of 10.750,000 acre*. Of that 
9,000,000 acre* are bow surveyed in 122 town- 
■hips, which have been eet apart for free grant 
parporaa. The total acreage located during 
the tea yean was 2,195,331 acres, and the 
■amber of locate* 16.666. In order to reader 
the* lands more readily available, colonization 
roads have been bailt through them. Derieg 
the period of tie* mentioned there have been 
1,682 mil* of road built, 3,148 mil* of road 
repaired, and aa average of *me 1,965 test of 
bridging done on them every year. There ha* 
base spent on the* roads during the same 
tune some 1973,512. The result ha* been that 
thow districts of our fair Province, which at 
Confédération were almost unknown, now poseras
afryttlM «mm
mu for W last 
7,fi09p* auaota.
this portion of oar territory la bat typical 
that iato the whole Province. Daring the ten 
years there have settled in Ontario 253,629 
immigrante. Many of those were of the better 
eta* and brought money with them. But 
taking the rate at which the beet statisticians 
value an immigrant, namely, as worth $800 
to a country, and we bave the sum of 
$202,903,200 added to the wealth of the coun
try by that immigration. A* each coat about 
S3 to the country, representing a capitalized 
value of $60, there will be left $187,685.460 as 
net amount of the additional national wealth.

And the increase of business fins naturally 
kept pace with the rapid progress of the 
country. Taking the first four years after 
Confederation as a basis, we find that the sales 
of Crown Lands have during the last ten years 
increased 66 per cent, and of woods 
and timber 94 per cent. The number of 
colon’-attion roads constructed has increased 
184 per cent, and of roads repaired 125 per 
cent The increase in the work of the free 
grants branch has been 190 per cent. ; whilst in 
that of the whole Department it has been 
within a fraction of 80 per cent ‘ Ami during 
tho* ten years not a single allegation has been

________ ___ _____ __ _ heard on the floor of the Hou* of an irregular
VjtMkl, is twin* now repaid. Under the first 1 or improper sais of land ; an improvident or 
r. sthod there has been spent, up to the 31st j improper issue of patent ; or a corrupt,or im- 
L-member laet, the snin of <364,931, and under | proper cancellation of one. In conclusion we can- 
tj^ second the further sum of $239.094. matin* j not pass from this Department without pointing 
ii, all, as advances for drainage, the total of ; out the contrast between the mode pursued in 
t\)4,07è. With this amount there has been settling Northern Ontario with its free grants 
ileAed under the first method about 250,000 j and colonization roads, and that taken by the 
sires, and under the second shout 225,000 1 Dominion in settling the great North-West by 
sin all, -175,000 acres of valuable land added taklug away from actual settlement millions of 

tithe cultivable area of the Province within seres in tbe ships of railway and colonization 
counties of KeeL Lambton, Middlesex,

I- eie. Lanark, Leeeex. Ont. Addington,

2. Public Work*.
A mere enumeration of these daring the last 

ten year* will be sufficient. We have built 
one new asylum aud doubled—in some case* 
trebled—the size of four others. The Central 
Prison, Andrew Mercer Reformatory, School 
of Practical Science, Ottawa Normal School,

gdiatadiu
(h) AU to Raihtoy*.

railways serving the Pro- 
Grand Trunk, the 

Northern (half what it 
«hd th^Midland (ewe-third whwt it 

It was lilt by the whole oosemeaity, 
by the nnsaiaercisl sad agrieaitarai 

el it that iaereaeel railway eomalai
ssas imperatively neeeeeary. The Hob. 

Magdpaeld eet «tile $1,500,000 far tbit

C-JSŒZ
«thstfeM* <tfete thwe MtU there 

ee purpose. Up to the net Be seal, 
there had basa paid out el tbe ear.

Siam miles ol 
„„ through almost every oaaaty in the 

l*Vriaat the yam of $3,145,649. Theexpeadi- 
Me" a( tbh emownt ot money during the laet 

yean haa leaded greatly to encourage in- 
d-stry, give markets, stimulate trade, aad re- 
ll’ve depression. And it was directly brought 
11 out by this second mode ol the distribution 
et the surplus.

1 The third mode waa

ft) Momkifol firaioogt.
Throughout many none Wee iu the Province, 

eepeeially them efaag Luke Erie nod Lake St. 
L aw, there were great areas ol wet lande 
w|ieh could caty be drained through concerted 
muuidpel ar govern meats! action. The latter 
amans was adopted by menus of the surplus. 
Kit the mettled panned wa» diOrnat then in 
ke last two earns. It war two-fold. Under 
tee first the tiovirement did the drainage 
aid qharguii tbe mutuel publies beaefitted. 
Valter the eeoead the Government lent 
ti^ municipalities the money on twenty 
Tiers’ debentures bearing five per cent 
it tereet In lioth eases the money is to be

T ■ ■ ■ --------------;---------------------------------------------------- ----

and specifications tor all n»-w sti uvturea, uuuc«t 
contracts for «applies, end frein* by-lews ati«l 
regulations for the gor^ninwnt < f the vnrine* 
nstitotione. We are ell unfortunately aware 
of the growth of the number of the vi. tou» and 
afflicted with tho growth of p qmlsitou. ..o«l 
even beyond the growth of population. Amt w«* 
all know how our inetttutions luve hail to Ik- iu- 
crne*i to keep peee with it. It will estoui* . 
no one, therefore, to lean» that, taking the lout 
yen* after Confederation h* a ba*i<. 
the number of public institutions in 
■pected has increased 80 per cent., an i 
the number of annual inspections 53 pf 
cent The number of priiomr< uommittr ' 
to the gaols and prisons has lorreaeed by 10 
per ceuL ; the numiwr ol insane and idioL 
people under care, 53 per cent. ; that of tin- 
deaf, dumb, and blind, also under care, 150 per 
cent.; and the number of patient* an<l inmate* 
of hospitals and ch irities, 65 per cent. The 
expense of to* maintenance of the public 
institutions h* increased by 80 per cent., ami 
that of the chantable <hm>* by 59 per oeuU, 
whilst tho cash revenue received has grown by 
98 per cent. The whole increase in the bun
as* of too deportment lia- been 300 per cent. 
No wonder that two men have twen found 

to do the work of inspection.

lasting*,
maud. And within the last three years 
municipalities are enabled to borrow out 
of the surplus money* to lend to private 
individual* for the purposes of tile drainage— 
tints emulating the action of Great Britain. It 
b to be hoped that tho result in the improvement 
cl the arable laud hero may be a* great as it has
bieu there in umi»e<|uem-e thereof. Up till the - anj the Agricultural College have been huilt

MOW AT UOVEHN-

Not only, however, ha* the legislation beeu 
thorough, but success ha* attended tbe prudent j 
ami careful
H. ADMINISTRATION UK Till:

MKNT.
Neither the Dominion nor anv of the Pro

vince* can speak of foreign affairs. But in 
their place there are inter-provincial matter*. 
With all ot those that have come up in our 
history a* a Province this Adiniuinti atiou lias 
bad to deal. The first wa*

The 1 intar to and (Jucbec Asset* Award.
At Confederation it was agreed that the public 

debt aud assets of the old Province of Canada 
should be apportioned bet ween the Dominion, 
Ontario, aud Quebec. Arbitrators were ap
pointed aud an award was made. On taking 
otiice the present Gwemmeut found tnal

We will explain each of those schemes in 
order, aud so take up in the first place 

( a / Thi Municipal Lott:. Debts.
The municipalities of the Province had bor

rowed from Old ( atinda various sums of money 
to make their gravel roods, build bridge*, town 
halls, court-houses, gaol*, and hucIi other 
works of public utility These debts amounted 
in 1872 to over $12,000,000. Some municipali
ties were paying the interest, others were not. 
Many owing largo sums had paid nothing for 
ve ii’.s, and the body of the people, including, 
of course, the unindchted municipalities, were 
paying the interest of their borrowed money. 
Important sections of the Province were re
tarded in the inarch of nnprox’etnent, 
and property there was depreciated in value. 
Some municipalities could never pay their 
debts, and a m eat many would not. And such 
a condition placed many of them under the 
control of the Government of the day.

That was the problem. And it was solved. 
By means of a portion of the surplus the in 
debted municipalities were relieved of their 

to the uniudebted. 
They mid to the extent of their ability, and 
on certain well-defined principle*. Wliât they 

j could not pay the Province did. proportion
ately, to tin.» uiiindvbte.il municipalities. In 

! tiie settlement no party preferences were ob- 
I served. The svh-’tne was comprehensive, just, 

popular, and success!ul. The Municipal Loan 
| debts arc almost extinguished, and the evil* of 
, 1 heir continuance have gone with them. Undue 
j the Act there was distributed up to the 1st 
I ol January lust the sum of $3.321,387. This 
! money lias been spent hi building, or assisting 

in building, road*, bridges, town halls, school*, 
j railways, in town and village improvement*, iu 
I improving harltours, bavin* show grounds and 
! parks, iu druiuagv, and many other works—all 

ol the greatest public utility, iu tira way, by

31st of last December $21,652 had been so bor
rowed.

Altogether there has been distributed out of 
tîu* surplus up to the date already giveu, in the 
ways mentioned, the total sum of $7,092.763 ; 
and yet the surplus of our assets over our liabili
ties is $4,509,591.

When any thoughtful man, no matter what 
his politus, thinks of a municipal debt of 812,- 
000,000 equitably wiped out, 2,121 mile* of 
railway built with the advantages to the com
mercial and agricultural classes thereby secur
ed, and of 475,000 acres added to the area 
of arub> ■ land 
lie must bu 
credit to the Administration which has 
*•» greatly assisted iu the development and pro- 
giess of the country it governs. But when he 
finds that the bitterest opponents of that Ad- 
miUiStiat.ioii can find nothing in all those ex- 
I'M.Hive and wide-branching schemes to criticize, 
Ur less condemn, he will surely take it as con
vincing proof that the Government is worthy 
ul his most implicit confidence.

The Blind and Deaf and Dumb Institutes and 
the Penefcanguisheiie Reformatory have been 
greatly enlarged. Many registry offices, gaols, 
and lock-ups through all the four northern dis
tricts have beeu erected On our inland lakes and 
rivers, to make thfin navigable and floatable, 
has been spent $305,173. The whole of the 
drainage works already mentioned have been 
under the charge of this department of admin
istration. The surveying, levelling, cutting 
and opening, and paying out of the $604,075 
nas been done through it. n the same way, 
on the certificate of the Engineer and report of 

( the Commissioner, lias been paid out on the 
u tho Province, surely | completion uf the 2,121 miles of railway aided 
constrained to give ; the sum of $3,145,649, which dtiriug the ten 

y eats has been drawn from the surplus for that 
purpose. And here, too, the work has been 
about 82 per cent, gicater than during the first 
four years after Confcd-uatiuii.

Having recapitulated what may be called 
the ’xtraoniinary matters of administration, 
we pass to the consideration of tlm more or
dinary departments of administration fulfilling 
the duties imposed upon the l»cal Legislatures, 
and consider in the first place 
Z1 ('romt Lands. Colonization ; and Immigra

We commence with this department of ad
ministration not because it is the; most im
portant, but because it is most closely con
nected with what wt* have already been de
scribing Ami we include immigration because 
of its close relation to the occupation 
of lands. During the last ten years 
the whole of Northern Ontario lias been opened 
up. It includes the districts of Muskoka, 
Pnrrv Sound, Ni pissing, and Algoma. The 
P'"liny pursued has beeu a very liberal one. 
Free homesteads have been given to every 
actual settler. Not only so, but the districts 
have been opened out by colonization roads 
built through them at the public expense. 
Outside of this by a glance at the British 
North America Act it will he seen that to the 
Local Governments is left “ the management 
‘‘and sale of the public lands aud of the tim- 
* her and wood thereon. ”

During the lust ten years there have been 
sold of the public lands 774,035 acres, or an av- 

j « rage of over 77,000 acres per annum.
| During the same tune there have been 

is-ued 3.830 timber licenses, covering 15,612 
square miles, and un annual average ol some 
3,506 saw-log and square timber returns have 
been received aud checked.

But one of the most difficult portions of the 
work ot this department ot administration has 
been the opening up of the free grant Lauds. 
Tins tree grant territory ol Northern Ontario

Speaking of the public institutions that have 
been erected leads naturally to tiie considera
tion of the next head of administration :
3.—Tilt .UASAUK VIKNT OK T H Z FVItUC l \ STITT- 

TION 3.

By tbe British North America Act there is 
committed to the cafe of the Provincial Gov

ernments “the establishment, maintenance, 
“ and management oi public aud reformatory 
“ prisons ; * and of hospitals,
“asylums, and charities."* To what extent 
this work should bo performed by private 
charity, the municipalities, or the Govern
ment. is one of the economical questions con
tinually recurring. Iu Ontario it is done al
most wholly by tin* Administration of tho day. 
At Confederation there was a gaol in each 
county or union of counties, a boys' reforma
tory at Penetanguishene, ami one lunatic asy
lum in Toronto. These* represented our public 
institutions. During the first four year* after 
Confederation there were projected and partly 
brought into operation a Central Prison, 
two lunatic asylums, institutions for 
the deaf and dumb, aud for the 
blind# and an Agricultural College. 
But the completion, d« velopiuent, organiza
tion, management, and maintenance of these 
and additional ones have fallen U|kui the pre
sent Liberal Administration. Since their ad
vent to power all these matters have been the 
subjects of express statutory enactments, thus 
giving to the legislature its right! ul powers 
and authority. They were until quite recently 
governed by one Inspector—now by two. They 
exercise the general supervision ami control of 
the ten institutions already mentioned, viz., 
the five asylums, two institutions for the dual 
and dumb and tor the blind, the Central Prison, 
boys' reformatory, and the female reforma
tory prison. Besides, they attend to the in
spection ot 37 county gaols and5 district lock
ups, 13 hospitals, 14 houses of retuie, 5 Mag
dalen asylums, and 19 orphan asylums. Be
sides toe* duties they make the outline plane

Bat peering to the consideration of a few of 
the principal of the public institution», we may
first glance at

(a) Tkt Central Prison.
are aw.ua ot the difficulty of 
at nlt-4l :v lew G hour i4 a rem«- 

ive character—ior the prisoners iu oar 
gaols. Hence the design of hav

ing S Central Prison, which, with 
its superior disciplinary and industrial 
arrangements,should meet the want mentioned, 
aud make imprisonment, iu some sense at auy 
rate, both a punishment and au attempt at 
reformation. It has been built iu Toronto at a 
total cost of $510,282 37. This includes all 
the machinery, plant, and other appliances 
necessary to fit it for an industrial institution, 
and all the neediul provisions tor the perfect 
security of the pruouer*, combined with the 
measure of freedom incidental to their employ 
meut in mechanical aud other laborious occu
pations. The work has all been doue since tlv- 
advent to power of the Mowat Administration, 
and the institution was opened in June, 1874. 
Since that time for longer or shorter sentence* 
there have beeu committed to it 4,604 prisoners, 
aud at the date of the lost report there were 
358 incarcerated within its walls. There have 
been very few escapes. The annual cost of 
maintenance is about $43,000. Tbe labour ot 
prisoners last year represented some $44,33.». 
Tne avocations of the prisoners arc chosen * > 
as to interfere as little as possible prejudicially 
with free labour. They have been principally 
the domestic and ordinary repair work of the 
prison itself, the manufacture of suits, boot», 
and shoes for the inmates of all the public 
institutions, the work of the Mercer Reforma 
tory beside it, and the manufacture of 
brooms and brushes, pails, tabs, churns, 
and hollow woodenware. It is speedily becoming 
self-supporting, has relie* ed the couftties ot great 
trouble and expense, aud by its superior indus
trial and disciplinary arrangement* lias had .i 
salutary effect iu checking the progress of 
crime.

»ij* R,*» v. 4,v
of Provincial cart* for the vicious, must be

fb) The Hoys Reformatory at Petal, any it isltetu.
This old liistirutinn lias within the last three 

years itself undergone a complete reformation 
All walls have been taken down, and the dis
cipline has been nude ol a completely reforma
tory rather than if a punitive character 
Schools, chapel*, apprenticeship, and constant 
work, with necessary drill and recreation, 
rather than stone walls and iron gratings, have 
been depended upon. The result upon the 
poor children in crime sont there haa already 
been of the most successful and salutary char
acter. The number of boys received since 
Confederation has been 840, and the number at 
the Reformatory in 18S1 was 250. The annua 
< ost for maintenance is about ><35,000, and the 
amount spent on it since Confederation in im
proving and enlarging the building has been 
$91,435.

Leaving the administration of establishments 
Tor the care of the vicious, we may pass on to 

, those kept up for tiie care ol tue aiu.cLed. aud 
1 consider

(c) Tin Lunatic Asylums.
At Confederation, as we have said, there 

, was hut the Lunatic Asylum at Toronto. Dur- 
| mg the first four years thereafter it whs eu 
| larged and the one ut London built. Since the 
; advent ut tho present Admimst ation both have 

been greatly enlarged, a new one at Hamilton 
! erected, the Rock wood one at Kingston pur

chased from the Dominion refitted and en
larged, and tiie Asylum for Idiots at Orilha 
opened. On these works, for building alone, 
since Con ft* deration has been spent $1,377,990. 
The development of accommodation and the 
maintenance ami loam /, ment of the unfortu
nate inmates on the best and latest curative, 
humane, and sanitary principles have con
stantly been alined at aud, with unaniuium 
consent, attained by the present AdminisWu 
tion. The annual amount spent on those five 
asylums is about *322,970, aud the average 
cost of each pitiuut is <135. Tiie total number 
of inmates last year was 2,650. Ot these. 41s 
wt re paying patients, from whom was received 
$41,066, leaving the actual coat to the Province 
of these humane institutions as $281,90j. Tin- 
utmost diligence has been used m making all 
pay that can, and four times u< much is re
ceived now us was got a few years ago. Did 
the Province not maintain these unfortunate-, 
the municipalities or private indiv iduals wou«d 
be obliged to do so. The relief, therefore, 
given by the Province in tins way is 
aUfut $320,000 per annum. But when we 
consider further the skill ami latest appliances 
used m curing as iiiunv as possible, the meal 
u ii lab lu value of those institutions becomes all 
the more apparent. Aud we must not forget 
to mention the Asylum at Orillia for the caring, 
and if possible curing, uf idiots. The number 
there last year was 156. 'The amount spent 
annually in maintaining it i* about $20.0UU 
Few, if any, States in the world have shown 
such a national anxiety for the care of the 
afflicted aud unfortunate as has Ontario. And 
few, M any. Administrations have met aud 
overcome the difficulties incidental to the man
agement ot such institutions so promptly aud 
successfully as the piesent. We have but to 
read ot the heartlee», varriew, and Manual one



tmtBjfTit of rim r tar riwra in similar »nst;tu. 
tioua m other part-, of the worhl, a:iJ contrast 
»t with the satwfactvrv treatment here, as 
•v.aced by the total silence even of adverse 
criticism, to understand tiie su. cess of the 
Mow at Administration in . ts care of these 
cia&sas.

Closely allied to these institutions a.e the

it

(dj The lneSilutu/ns Jor the Deaf, Du tub, and j 
iiivud.

The Belleville Institution for tlis care aud ; 
education of the deaf and dutuh portion of our j 
population was established by the H m. .). S. J 
Macdonald, as was the lirai.tfurd one lor the 
cars, education, and training of the blind. 
Siuce the advent of tne Muwat Administration 
both institutions have been more thin u on hied 
in size and in the numbers o! those unfortunates 
in attendance. These have grown in Belleville 
from 1U0 in 1871 to 2db in ltitil :
aud m Brantford from 54 to 201
within the same time. The average cost of 
each pupil in lielleville is <157 ; and in Brant- 
ford, where, of course, more attendance is 
needed for the blind, it is $l7o. The cost of 
maintenance was at Belleville in 1391, $57,200: 
aud at Brantford, $30.054. The amount spent 
in the former place on building au.l grounds 
since confederation lias been $187,877 ; in tne 
latter, $182,259. Aud in botii the results have 
been most satisfactory. Hundreds, indeed 
thousands, of deaf, dumb, and blind are now 
earning comfortable livings by theirown indus
try aud by the exercise of trades and the edu 
cation obtained at these invaluable irstitul 
whilst hundreds of others, not working 
supported by friends, are enjoying all 
blessings of life as they never could have 
tut for the zealons, diligent, and euthusissfid 
exertions of the officers of these institutions, 
and the paternal care of the present Adminis
tration.

Besides these there are the
(e) /lu*j>itill* aud Charities.

The 13 Hospitals, 14 Houses of Refuge, 5 
Magdalen Asylums, ami 19 Orphan Asylums 
of the Province received as an annual grant 
during 1801 the sum of $78,092 75. That 
amount was given cm the recommendation of 
the Inspector, who examines each twice a year 
at least, makes an annual audit of the receipts 
and expenditures of each—whether those re- 
- eipta be from the public treasury or private 
charity—and reports to the Government as to 
the management and condition of each.

We will leave the Agricultural College and 
School of Practical Science, which are some
times spoken of as public institutions, to the 
bead of Education where they properly belong.

4. EDUCATION'.
By the 93rd section of the British North 

America Act there was left to the laical Legis
latures, under certain conditions, the right to 
" exclusively make laws m relation to educa
tion. ’* When the present Administration came 
nto power the educational affairs of the Pro
vince were under the charge of a Chief Super
intendent. By the School Act of 1871, County 
inspectors were to be substituted for the old 
local siipemnUmdents. The papers for teachers’ 
examinations were to be prepared by a com
mittee of the Council of Public Iustruction aud 
sent down to the newly created County Boards 
of Examiners. First and second class certifi
cates were to be made permsnenfc. The regu
lations for thi* uniform classification aud ui-« 
amination of teachers, for the revision of the 
programme of study and the selec
tion of text books, and for the
training of teachers had yet to be made. All 
this work in carrying out the Act was tUrne 
during the of the present Government,
fu 1874 the Acts relating to our Public and 
High Schools were consolidated and some new 
features added.

In 1876 the Education Department, consti
tuted by a Committee of the Executive Council, 
and a member thereof as Minister of Kduca 
tiou, were substituted for the Couucil of Public 
Instruction and the Chief .superintendent. 
The additional interest imparted to the discus- 
su ns in the House by the presence of tiie re
sponsible head of the Department, and the 
very exhaustive explanations given bv the 
Munster of the working of the* system aud the 
measures he has adopted for giving it increased 
efficiency, is one of the benefits of the change.
By that means every facility is given for criti
cism and for bringing public opinion 
to bear directly upon every measure 
intended to advance the cause of education, 
lu 18,7 various amendments were made and 
the w hole once tnTe consolidated into ch ips. 
203, 204, and 205 of th • Revised Stxtutrs of 
Ontario. B\ this important Act the founda
tion was laid tor the establishment of County 
Model Schools ; for the separation of the pro* 
fesMonal from the non-professional training of 
teachers ; for giving tin* High Schools tin- w ork 
of the non professional training : fur giving 
second as well as first class certificates by the 
examination and report of the('entraiCommittee 
only ; and tor encouraging Teachers Associa
tions and Institutes. The work of doing all 
this and seeing that those changes were fait li

ter to $247,894. The total amount p > 1 fi i 
schools of ail kinds in 1871 was $2.297.6; in 
1880 it had risen to $3,453.210. Of that the
amount paid by the Legislature >n the former 
year was $351.306 ; in the latter $505,104 ; 
municipal taxation produced the reel. We 
have taken the vear 1850 be. a use it is the leet 
year reported upon. Snell a record is tee any 
people may proudly show. Not only has the 
State been liberal in its assistance, but the peo
ple have shown their practical appreciation of 
the inestimable benefits of education by taxing 
then .selves to the extent of $2,928.106 in order 
that tno-e benefits may be secured.

One of the most essential and important ele
ments in a successful school system is the com
plete efficiency of the leat her, and hence we 
are led to consider.

(h) The Sormal and Model Schools.
The Normal School at Toronto continues to 

do its work as carefully and successfully as it 
has done for 20 years. In 1880 there were 284 
students in attendance, in 1831 there were ‘244. 
There are 8 masters ou the staff, and the total 
cost for 1881 of the Normal and Model Schools 
together was $22.724 55.

In-lead of following out the recommendation 
of the Chief Superintendent of Education in 
1872 and erecting three new Norma! Schools, 
the County Model Schools were established, 
and only one new Normal School was estab
lished at Ottawa. The cost of building 
it and the Model Schools attached has 
been $140,616. Ia Ike Ottawa Normal School 
tiwii tw setae natÉn. The number of pupils 
lellifrwiellBf wÊtÊL it was 174. The cost 
of ■ilateaenM ot * botà Normal aud Model 
Btkeel we* Iasi peer, $19,084.

Seme 50 County Model Schools have been 
established since 1877,in which intending teach
ers after pausing their non-profeseioual exami
nation are required to spend some months in 
training to fit themselves for teachers. In 
1877 there were in them 1,277 puuiU ; in 1878 
there were 1,391 ; in 1879, 1,295; and in 1880 
there were 1,413. Of these, 1,255 in 1877, 1,339 
ia 1878, 1,217 in 1879, and 1,317 in 1880 
passed and received certificates. To give an 
idea of the advance in this matter 
and the rinsing of the standard le 
quired for obtaining a certificate, we may 
point out that in 1871 out of 3,733 applicants 
for certificates 1,846 succeeded ; in 1880 out of 
6,o39 applying only 1,801 succeeded. In 
conclusion, we may remark that the total cost 
of these County Model Schools was in 1880 
some $6,200 to the Province, and about the 
same sum to the municipalities.

As the crown of our whole educational sys
tem stands
('*) The University o f Toronto, Universit y 

College.
These are endowed institutions, governed by 

a partly elective body called the Senate. A 
great deal has been done by the present Ad
ministration to place the management on a 
better footing. By the Act of 1873 the gradu 
ates were given a voice in its management. 
They were to form a body known as Con
vocation. They elect fifteen members of the 
Senate and the Government appoint nine. 
Three of each number retire annually The 
powers of the Senate were greatly increased. 
And the security and investment of the Perma
nent Fund of the University and the proper 
system of management and administration of 
the property have ^een secured by Orders-id- 
1 ouncil passed from time to time. During the 
year 1880-81 no lees than 867 candidates pre
sented themselves for examination—40 in law, 
117 in medicine, 605 in arts, and 95 at the local 
examinations for women—au increase of over 
150 per cent, in ten years.

University College does its work with eight 
protessors and six lecturers. The number of 
students in attendance during 1880-81 was 351. 
in University College the increase of attend- 

j mice m ten years has been about bO per cent. 
Both are endowed and receive no appropriation 
from the Provincial Treasury.

Following closely upon the heels of general 
education comes, in these modern days, that 
of technical. Its consideration brings us to:— 

(d j Means of Technical Education.
In enumerating the agencies which the Pro

vince has established to accomplish this end 
we will place first of all : —

f d l) The School oj Practical Science.
This institution was established by the lion, 

.î. S. Macdonald in 1870. He spent some 
$38,500 in purchasing the Mechanics’ Institute 
building in Toronto. It was, however, very 
deficient in itself, its location, and its appli
ances, ami hence was sold, aud a new building 
erected near the University, which was opened 
ni September, 1878. The number of professors 
and instructors is eight. The number of regu
lar students in attendance is 16 m engineering. 
53 in mineralogy, 58 m biology, and 197 in 
chemistry.

As the Act specially provides for " instruc
tion to be given to artizans, mechanics, and 
“ workmen by evening cDs$ee” that has beeu 
given steadily for ten years. The attendance 
of these classes during the wiuter of 1881-82

fully made ha« fallen to the lot of tl..1 present i numbered 141, aud comprised carpenters, join-
Administration. Under it, indeed, it may U 
said that the whole programme of studv, ex- 
landed work, and high htnic of efficiency of 
o«r High Schools and Uollvgi.ate Institutes has 
been wrought out. \tid the friends of educa
tion who remember the ol l County 
Board Certificates, the inflexible pro- 
grammes and time tables, the wide differ- 
enees ia examination standards between 
counties, and the perfect and despotic inde
pendence of tl e Education Department to any 
requests or appeal*, will be the first to recognize 
aud acknowledge the advauco that has been 
made.

(a) General Statement of i‘cotires* of Public, 
Sépara to, and High School*.

lor that advance has been marked. In 1871 
there were m Ontario 4,598 Public and Sepa
rate Schools with 6.406 teachers : in 1830 there 
were 6,123 such schools, w ith 6.838 teachers. 
In the former year 44o,326 pupils attended 
these schools : in the latter 437,012. The 
amount paid in 1871 fur te.n hers salaries in 
the Public ami Separate Schools was $1.191, 
476 : in 1880 it was $2,113.130. For new school- 
houses and sites $2t>l 633 was pm l in 1871, and 
$249,589 in 1880. The total Public School ex
penditure m 1871 w as $1,803,294,and in 1880 it 
* a» $2,822,052. In 1871 there were iu operation 
102 High Schools, having 7.490 pupil* mattend
ance ; in 1880 there were 104, with 12.910 in at
tendance. The salaries paid the masters in the 

y war amounted to $110,862 ; m the lak

ers, machinists, smiths, and other skilled i 
artizans of almost every class. The appliances ! 
are still scarcely what they ought to be, but 
are steadily improving. The annual cost is ' 
about $4,500.

The second of those means of teehu ical edu- j 
cation afforded by the Province is

(d JJ Mechanics' Institute*.
These are established iu 75 of ovr cities, i 

towns, and villages. They furnish lib- i 
taries of current, standard, and techni- j 
cal literature ; and m all cases are ■ 
expected to have evening classes and lectures 
for the benefit of artisans aud other members | 
of the industrial classes during the winter sea- j 
son. Each of those 75 institutes receives a j 
grant of from $80 to $100 per annum according , 
to the work it does. During 1881 they received I 
from the Province $23,652. From local sources j 
they received in the same year $48,321.

L3B

1 4 •• ••< s-»v i«- . Lut 'îte, and izm|
within its wills the requisite class
lauirstory, mus< jiu, read.ng-room, Bui 
otLv.-*, and dormitories. Tne farm hsi 
brought into shap»- for model and expert^ 
purposes by thorough underdraiaieg, f< 
and clean.ag It consists of 660 
on it lure been 
houses for the professors 
dit ions to the barns and a 
shops, and garden conservatories, 
and workah »ps. Some thirty acres ia froBtf 
thr buildings have been laid out, and nre em 
Win Led as lawn, kitchen, aud flower gar4tf|y 
and ore nark Fitem acres are need for ft • 
ouiar experimental purposes, eight being to 
• d up into one-tenth-acre plots ; though »pB 
whole farm and all the stables are need k$ 
purpose of general expérimenta, 
different breeds of cattle, six of 
three of pigs, for the purposes of trilltstina imj 
experiment, are kept. The cost of the w6u 
institution—farm, buildings, and Ttimlf pf 
been $220.982.

The institution was opened in 1874. 
that time 597 pupils have enters4 1 
During 1831 there were 217 entered B 
And at the date of the last f<
January, 1832, there were 189 in 
tendance. The work done by this 
in the way of experiment is of 
valu*». There are annually carried 
or 40 experiments in breeding and 
tie. sheep, and pigs ; and expert rneliS 
best methods of cultivation and 
350 different varieties of grains and 
undertaken every year. And thé 
published. The effect on the progf^tif 
dian agriculture cannot be over-

And the work of technical edui 
culture is carried on by means of 
side and work and instruction in 
yards, «hops, gardens, end fields 
are six lecturers aud five foremen of 
monta. The annual charge is about $22,($0. 
The institution is doing a good work, and as 
years flow on and its graduates pass into the 
ranks vf the farmers of the Province, as some 
eighty per cent, of them are at present doisg, 
we may expect the direct effect to be highly 
beneficial. Even the indirect effects jiaveal- 
ready been felt upon the progress of the great 
agricultural industry of the Province.

W « have now finished a hasty review of 
the progress within ten years of primiry, 
secondary, higher, and technical education 
m the Province. Though some are inclined 
to carp at minor matters of detail, yet there 
are none but must admit that our progless 
during these last ten years has been of a most 
substantial character ; and that we can proud
ly boast of one of the beet systems of 
education, ably and progressively admini
stered, that can be found within the borders 
of any free state in the world.1 ~ j

There now remain to be considered blfMi* 
administration of justice and some other mis
cellaneous matters of administration. Benin» 
of its importance we shall consider the ictysest 
last, making it an appropriate ending of ibis 
hasty review of administration ; and now pro
ceed to consider what rnay be classed as
5—MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS Of AD X IX1 STA

TION.
The tir»t that seems appropriately to come 

under tine division is 
(a) Gut'ernmemt Aid to

I heea 
1 -d si.,

AdmnctmmÈ of 
om>.

The last means of technical education which 
we «nay mention is
(d S) The Agricultural Colbge and Expert- 

mental Farm.
The organization and management of this 

highly important institution has fallen to the 
lot of the Liberal Administration though it 
was established by the Hon. J. 8. Macdonald. 
The farm of Mr. F. W Stone, near Guelph, was 
purchase! for the purpose. Uu it was au 
ordinary two-storey house and extensive out
buildings. The former has been gradually con
verted into a large college building capable of

The object the Government has in view is
the advancement of the national wealth, which 
can beet be done by any aid rendered the 
greatest wealth-producing industry in the land. 
The first method of rendering aid is by making 
grants to Electoral Division Agricultural So
cieties to assist them iu holding an annual ex* 
hibition aud for other purposes. Besides 
those, grants are madejto Horticultural Socie
ties, which are usually in towns aud villages, 
llo* county Agricultural Societies divide up 
with tiie township ones if there beany, so that 
tiie benefit is universal. In this way, and to 
the Mechanics Institutes, there was last 
year distributed no less than $106,936. The 
increase has been great, for in 1871 the amount 
spent in this way was only $76,382. But the 
increased benefit to the agricultural producer, 
and to the consequent amount of additional 
wealth, amply justifies the increased grant.

Besides the amount to these societies there 
was granted to the Agricultural and Arts As- 
aociatioo the annual sum of $10,000 ; to the 
Fruit Growers’ Association, $1,800 ; to the 
Entomological Society, $1,000 ; to the Poultry 
Association, $700 ; to the Dairymen’s Associa
tions, £3,000, and to other similar associations 
<5,9o0. The grants have been amply repaid 
in increased knowledge aud interest in those 
matters which lie at the foundation of agricul
tural progress. And none of these but the 
fii st three date back to 1871.
Besides these thet iovernment,in 1879,appu.nt* 

ed au Agricultural Commission, which during 
1880 collected from our prominent agriculturists 
and others iu all parts of the Province a vast 
amount of information on every subject per
taining to our great agricultural industry. It 
sat at different times and in different parts 
through several months. The evidence so ob
tain vd has been thoroughly compiled and ia- 
dexed, and upon it has been written a very 
valuable report. This, and the evidenca^ ex
tending in all to over 2,000 pages and five 
volumes, has been published ; and so graat has 
been the demand that a second edition is being 
issued from the press. It forms one of the 
most complete works on Canadian agriculture. 
The cost of the Commission has beeu about 
$8,900.

And lastly there was established at the com
mencement of this year a Bureau of Industrie*, 
whose expressed object was the obtaining, 
compilation, and publication of agricultural 
statistics. It has now had a fair start. 
Already valuable statistics have been given to 
the public by its means. And during every 
month of the present summer we have aad 
valuable reports on the condition, progress, and 
prospects of the growing crops, and of the 
probable yield of the harvest. And it is yet 
but iu its infancy. When fully developed the 
benefit to the agricultural industry, and tc 
every other one connected therewith, can not 
be over-estimated.

Another subject coming under this head of 
administration is

(l> ) 1 ital Statist*'s ; Public Health,
The importante of collecting vital statistics 

is clearly recognized in every civilized com
munity. The first Act, providing for the regis
tration of births, marriages, and deaths iu 
Ontario, went into operation in 1869. It has

Ved and Very laituiuiiy I'.uuuiii-ter-
1 hiring the last ten vi ari 33J.'*. ;>

births, 116.342 marnages, and 145.134 deaths
kéée been registered ; or 563.303 registrations 
ÊHOo been made. In 1871 about 75 per rent. 
$f Be marriages, 50 |»er cent of thr birt .s, 
•ad 32 per cent, of the drains m the Province 
Sabs estimated to have been regist--; ed. In 

that had increased to 90 per cent, of 
BBfiagee, 70 per c^ut. of births, and 60 per 
BBt. of deaths. Many important questions, 
■mh as the rate of increase of the population, 
B# average annual mortality rate, the mar- 
■age rat?, the bath rate, an 1 the prevailing 
Bfi éf disease— all of great vaiue iu evial 
Mtonce— can only is this way be determined.

this means our Province can for salubrity 
to compared with any other country iu the 

And we do not fear the comparison, 
following in the nine line is the Public 

Bsalth Act of hut session, under which the 
Fbtvincial Board of Health has l>eeu recently 
•■gooised. Its powers are mainly advisory. 
Since its organization, even in four months, 
valuable work has been done. By laying down 

ns, adopting plane and Systems, and 
reports, preparation has already been 

for obtaining steady and valuable mfor- 
relating to the sanitary condition of the 

fwviaoe, and thus enabling concerted action to 
Vt taken in stamping out or lessening the 

of contagious and other prevalent

• Utii
A1 jw.

paid t. five
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Wa may now place together as the last of 
miscellaneous matters vf admiuistA-

tioe
(cj Insurance Inspection: Administration of 

the Lictnst Art.
Issu ranee has been finally decided to belong 

BBt jurisdiction of the Provincial Legists- 
ttiva To protect the interests of the public 
Be Policy Act was framed on the report of a 
Commission of Judges, who had considered the 
question at the request of the Administration. 
It gives the statutory conditions. Not only 
was this relief and protection afforded 
the public, but now an inspector has been 
appointed, to whom all the insurance com
panies doing business in the Province are 
obliged to report, and over w hich he exercises 
a thorough supervision. Even if it were for 
nothing but the inspection of the 65 mutual 
insurance companies this would be a great 
boon. As it is, it furnishes another example of 
the care which the Administration exerciies in 
the due protection of every class in the com
munity.

We pass now to consider
fd) The Administration of the License Law.
As this has been more than anything else as

sailed, we may be allowed to go more fully 
than we had intended into the matter.

Prior to tic introduction of the “Crooks 
Act," by influential delegations, by petitions, 
by temperance advocates and organizations, 
aud by the licensed victuallers them
selves, the Government had been urged 
to take the issuing of licenses and 
inspection under their own immediate con
trol. Under municipal control the total 
number of licenses issued had grown to no less 
than 6,185, aud the increase of committals for 
drunkenness in six years was 87 per cent. At 
the same time, in many of our towns and 
cities, low groggenes and unlicensed placet of 
•Ule nail increased to such an extent that 
more respectable people were all leaving the 
business. < >f inspection, there was none. 
Such a state of affairs called for an urgent 
remedy, aud the universal request was for 
Government control.

It was given. The “Crooks Act” was 
passed, ft placed the authority to grant 
licenses in the hands of three unpaid Commis
sioners for each locality ; limited the number 
of licenses to be issued in cities, towns, and 
villages ; gave powers to the Commissioners 
and Councils further to limit the number there 
and in rural municipalities ; made regulations 
as to the hours ot sale, the qualification re
quired from vendors, license fees, the convic
tion of offenders ; aud gave powers to appoint 
inspectors.

It has been worked for six years. The first 
sound of complaint has come from a section of 
extreme politicians. It has not come from the 
people. Nor has it from any class of the 
peop'e. Not from the municipalities, nor 
from the temperance people, nor from the 
licensed victuallers themselves has it come. 
We may review the administration of the Act 
best by simply answering the charges that are 
brought agaiust it. It is said that it has not 
assisted temperance. Now the number of 
drinking places have been decreased from 6,185 
in 1874 to 4,119 in 1831—a decrease of 53 per 
cent. The number of committals for drunken
ness has decreased from 4,032 iu 1877 I the 
first full year of the operation of the Act) to 
3,328 in 1881—a decrease of 21 per cent., or 
counting the increase of population, of 30 per 
cent. Facts are against the charge.

But, again, it is asserted that the expense of 
enforcing it is great. In 1881 the actual ex
penses for the Province were $46,449 96 
-—•bout the figure they have been for 
the five years. The amount of fines 
collected was $18,937, leaving the total expense 
for the whole Province as $27,612 96, or 
$323 68 for each riding—a bout $44 02 for each 
municipality.

Again it is stated that it is a robbery of the 
municipalities. The charge is uutrue. The 
facts are against it The municipalities are en
titled to and receive more under the present 
Act, having regard to the number of licenses 
issued, than when they were under tlieii own ! 
Control. In 1881 the number of licenses issued 
in the Province was 4,027. The amounts that i 
would have been jiaid to the municipalities 1 
under the former system were $100.550; ! 
the amount they received under the present j 
one is $273,467 38. or an increase of $172.907 38. { 
The amount that would have been paid to the ! 
Government under the old system is $79,750 ; ! 
the amount that was actually paid to the 
Government under the present system is $39,- ! 
207 14. And 1881 is but a sample. Take the 
eight constituencies that are now vacant as 
examples. Under the old system they would 
have received for licenses the following 
amounts in the last live years :—

Electoral Division. 
East Simone
South Bruce ...........
North Renfrew 
South Wmerlon

West Hastings
South Kisux .............
Muskuka. ..............

Licenses

150
<i H)

I
zia
1L9

The same constituencies under the

A mt.

3.670
S.toJ
2.600
B.njU
l.f.U
1.576

Crooks

It msy b* toldtery o'* the municipalities, but 
we fancy that the municipalities have a <hx«wd 
idea loai tne rubbery uili be in a return to tne 
old system. And the more so as the uphold* 
*rs of ih»t dfcciai•* that there shall be no 
inure license* issued than at present.

But it is asserted aud reiterated with every 
possible degree ul vflbnsivenea* that Lu ad nan• 
istrnfion of the CYoofri Act has !#en used as <l 
political machine, and that lieform liguor dealers 
are favoured whilst Ccmerratice ones are not. 
Not u single fact ia adduced in proof of the as
sertion. Indeed the facts are as usual against 
it. In 1881 some 2 978 Conaervstnes applied 
for licenses. Of these 2.707, or HI per vent., 
were granted. In the same year 1,266 Re
formers applied, aud of that number 1,102. or 
87 per cent were granted—actually 4 per cent 
more of Liberals refused than Conservatives. 
Tiie only facts that can be adduced are against 
the cliarge. Aud none others are presented.

Every class of the community except the 
Conservative ward politieiane ere for the Act 
And justly so ! It I ss decreased the number 
of drinking places 53 per cent, by careful in
spection almost uprooted low groggeries 
and unlicensed brothels, assisted in de
creasing drunkenness by 30 per cent — 
drunkenness that in the six previous 
years had increased 87 per cent., and by its 
close inspection and Arm regulations at once 
raised the standar.l of the licensed victuallers 
and of public morality. Iu proof that all our 
best classes arc favourable to it, we may do no 
more than quote the resolution which was pass
ed at the Canada Methodist Conference which 
dunng this month has been holding its sittings 
at Hamilton. “Although we canuot accept as 
“ righteous absolutely any License Law, yet, if 
“ we must tolerate some one as the tentative 
“ regulator of an evil till we can have it 
“ removed, wo must regard the * Crooks 
“ Act ’ as the best instrument for this sup- 
“ pression tiie Province ever had. We would 
“ emphatically deprecate any legislation thet 
“ would impair its efficiency, and we would re- 
“ speutlully recommend our people where the 
‘ law obtains to use their voice aud franchise to 
“ prevent the control of this license system re- 
“ verting to tue municipalities, where the in* 
“ dustrious ward politician and the interested 
“ liquor dealer so largely manipulate the elec- 
“ tion. ”

And now as a worthy close of such a credit
able record of administration we place : —

6. ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.

A mere enumeration must here sullioe. It is 
the Department that has to deal with all our 
Courts. The whole machinery of our Su{Hirior 
Couits is in its hands. The County Court 
and Division Court officials ; the gaolers, 
sheriff*, registrars, and mag.strates, are re
sponsible to it. It has to take charge of the 
administration of justice in the outlying dis
tricts of the Province. The latter has been 
added in this decade, and all the work has 
doubled m ton year*. Registry offices and 
Division Court offices are now inspected. 
There is not a part of the machinery 
that has not been improved. And 
the municipalities have been relieved of 
a great deal of work and expense in connection 
with criminal justice. It is the department of 
work presided over specially by the At
torney-General and Premier of the Pro
vince. It has, therefore, a supervision 
over that of all the rest. The details of 
progress have to deal with courts, their officers 
and their duties, the practice and procedure in 
the Courts, the Crown prosecutions, the ad
ministration of civil and criminal justice, and 
the questions arising before ordinary Magis
trates and the Stipendiary Magistrates of 
Algoma, Thunder Bay, Nipisaing, Parry Sound, 
Muskuka, au.l Halibut ton. They are not, 
therefore, of interest to the general public ; 
and tiie great progress, improvement, aud 
increased work and responsibility are univers- 
aHy admitted.

“ Money, " as the old proverb goes, “ forms 
the sinews of war.” And judiciously used it 
lias been the means wherewith the matters of 
administration already described have been 
carried on. We therefore now proceed to pass 
under review

Wf ) THE FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION.
Few countries in the world can exhibit 

so satisfactory a financial condition as On
tario after fourteen years of separate existence, 
ten of which have beeu under tiie fostering 
care of the present Liberal Administration. 
Its revenue has been more than ample for all 
purposes ; the ordinary business of administra
tion has been thoroughly carried on ; not one 
object legitimately claiming the encouragement 
of the Government has gone unaided ; a wise 
liberality has dictated the management of the 
public f,iuds ; many matters that in other 
countries are left as a burden on the munici
palities or on private benevolence have been 
undertaken ; and, after providing for all obli
gations, a handsome surplus remains in the 
Treasury, whilst not one cent of Provincial 
debt has beeu contracted.

The matters of administration already con
sidered constitute the objects of expenditure, 
aud it becomes our duty now to show what, 
and from whence, is
(a) The Provincial Income and Expenditure.

The following was the income, and the 
sources of income, for the years 1871 and 1881 
respectively ; —

Dominion .............
Vrown Lunds..........
Public Institutions..
i isual ...................
Miscellaneous.............

Mr/.
91.05:'». *06 00 

. toi.535 3b 
20.675 07 
23,567 20

. 363.635 W

JSS7.
11.333 669 42 

W2.504 01 
98.782 01 
32.752 50 

2&U65 04

$2.333.179 62 $2.746.772 98
The amounts received from tne Dominion 

include the grant of 80 cents per head on the 
basis of the population of 1861, amounting to 
$1,1 lb,877 80 ; the specific subsidy of $80,000 ; 
ami interest on the special funds belonging to 
Ontario lying in its hands amounting to 
$136,696 6‘2—all in 1881. From Crown Lands 
it includes the moneys received from the sales 
of lands amounting to $321,354 66, and from 
dues ou aud sales of timber limits amounting 
to $539,986 20—both ia 1881. The next item

explains itself, and is revenue derived from 
payingpstirnts in the asylum, |»nioners’ work, 
end Niles ol farm produce at the Asylums 
end (. entrai Prison. The casual reveues in. 
eludes fines, fees from t ie Courts an.l 
Provincial Secretary’s Office for marriage 
licet:-os, charters, private bills, and seen 
things. The item of “ Miscellaneous ’* includes 
interest on investments, license fees, law 
stamps, and Algoma taxes. In 1871 we pail 
interest onour share of $10,509,093. which 
was the debt supposed to be owing between 
Ontario and over and above the $62, •
500,000 of Old Canada's debt assumed by the 
Dominion. It was u iped out in 1873. The 
revenue from the asylums is greater in 1381 
because of the greater number of paying 
patients. The revenue does not vary much 
from year to year, except wiiaf is received from 
“ Forests, and that during the years of the 
depression of the lumber trade was very low. 
On the whole, our sources of revenue are those 
stated ia the preceding table, and are to a 
great extent fixed. The following are the 
amounts of revenue aud expenditure out vf 
revenue tor the last ten years :—

Revenue. Expenditure.
187?...................... . . ,$3.060 747 97 1 847.95b 57
1873 .................. .........  t.96t.il5 M 2 460.212 23
1S74 3.V>> 34? 2.342.559 77
1875 31‘6.6.5 81 Î UM.560 ’ll
137c . . 2.S89.222 85 2.105.135 ui
1877 ............. 3.227,-jtD 37 2.565.*06 17
1878 2.508 9>5 60 ?.40ti 534 02
1979 . 2.250 26* 73 2JK.282 10
1880 . ......... 2.451.955 49 A.:43.M j4
1881 .. .... ____  2.746.772 93 2.236.304 Zi

$28 200 843 29 $22.4 j6,334 3j

From this statement it will be seen that the
surplus saved during the ten years h*e been
$5,744,008 94. Tins will be more clearly sho* n
by the following table :—

Surplus. Deficit.
1872 ................ ....... $1.212.791 40
1873...................... 502.103 33
1874 . 1.104.0 >3 12
1375 .... 1.093.UJÔ 20
1876 .. . 434.057 78
1877.................... 865.893 L-U
1878 ............... **608 .>>
1379.................. 36.012 37
Î38J ... . W 271 95
lti>l ..................... .......  400.468 69

$5,878,629 67 $134.620 73
This shows more clearly still that the surplus 

of revenue over expenditure out of revenue has 
been 85.744,008 94. The deficits during 1878 
and 1879 were due to want of revenue from 
“ Woods and Forests," which again was due to 
the stagnation in the lumber trade. In 1880, 
however, that trade had once more brightened, 
and dues and arrears of dues were paid up.

The position was taken by both parties in 
1871, aud endorsed by every sensible man iu 
the Province, that the surplus of income over 
expenditure should not be kept and invested 
in stocks, as it had previously been, but should 
be used iu the advancement of the material 
progress of the country. By its means, there
fore, the question of the munknpal loan debts 
has beeu settled ; the railways hare been 
aided ; about half a million acres of land 
have been added to the arable acreage 
of the Province ; and a few other similar 
objects have been assisted. Tiie payments out 
of this surplus began in 1872. For whatever 
schemes may have beeu projected, nothing was 
paid out till the advent of the Liberal Admin 
istratiou. Since theu the following sums have 
each year beeu paid out of surplus : —

Amount paid out 
of surplus.Year. 

1872 
1873. 
1874 lb75 .
1876
1877
1878
1879
ia>o
1881

$ 372.(86 00 
J30.591 2J 

1.529.153 0:
985 442 b'l 
74k097 97 
«♦93 354 5\’ 
6e»), 43? 17 
27V,j3 2a 
Z93.749 07

$«,3dl,o03 >J
lu 1 peaking ol the ahU to railway», (train, 

age. aud settlement ot lunule.pal luau debts, 
the moneys paid out of the surplus to them 
was stated, and that given to the few other 
objecte added to this sum makes up tiie total 
67,381,003 50. File aiuouut of the surplus ou 
the 1st day of January. 1872, was $3,010,86.. 
lo this add the $5,744,008 94 of surplus until 
1st January, 1832, aud the sum total is $3,554. 
973 94. From that subtract the $7,381.003 50 
paid out of the surplus aud tlieie is left $2,073,. 
370 44. But to this lias to l>e added, accord* 
lug to the Treasurer’s statement, the ainuunt 
of money invested in drainage in the shape of 
debentures aud rent charges, the trust fuuds 
field for us by the Ifominion, aud 
a few other debts due the Province, 
less some liabilities to railways and 
municipalities. \\ lieu these are all counted iu, 
the surplus ou the 1st of January, 1882, 
was, according to the Provincial treasures, 
84,509,591 10.

The following table will show the liuauc.al 
yOaitiou of the Province still more clearly ; -

i. A,inti.
1. Investment. ...................  #U«,eU VI2. Money in hanks .... 1.137 885 22
3. Trust funds lo hands of Dominion 

Govern ment, on which it pays iu
4. Muouilaueuue.................... 2.766.413

1V4.UV1
$5,240,988

$266,440

340.270
1Z4.0C5

II. Liabilities.
1. Ruilwavs and municipalities
2. Uueheoe shars of Cvmuiou SchoolFund
3. Laud Improvement Fund

S73U66
In etplanstum of the table it may be ss 

that the 3rd item, “Trust Funds," under A 
sets are moneys of the old Province ol Cana, 
which belong to us and on which the Domini, 
pays us interest, but which we cannot get 
cash until all old matters between the B 
minion, Ontasio, and Quebec are settled. ( 
those funds we are but trustees for a portio 
Ous section of that part forms the 2nd item 
the liabilities ; another section the 3rd itei 
which is held in trust for the municipality 
The rest of the table es plains itself, aud shm 
our surplus on the 31st day of December, 188 
to have been $4,509,591 18.

But some financial critics would add all t 
items paid out ol surplus to those met o 
of the annual revenue and charge the whi 
against that revenue. Thus iu 1831 there w 
paid, outside of expenditure on surplus, on c 
dinary and controllable expenditure, $2,28] 
053 21, whilst out of surjilus there waa pa 
$304.001 14, making in all the sum of $2,581 
053 35. This ie still less than the incoin 
which was $2.746,772 89. But that method 
calculation is so palpably wrong and a'usu; 
that it needs but to be mentioned to be co, 
demueiL

lair and plausible, if not impartial, criti 
point to the fact that in ten years I ht urdina 
and controllable expenditure Aas yrtatly inertaot
and argus that LvsrVvr. Uers he, bmn «stras
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Onnrf- Now, so far from «rich being the cane, we 
am prepared to show that erery increase 
has been necessary and for the public benefit. 
That the matter may be pat as strongly for 
the critics as possible we choose the years 1871 
and 1881, and contrast the ordiaary and con
trollable expenditures of those two years 

/. Ordinary Expenditure.

Service. jn.
I. Civil Government 99
£ Legislation..........  . ?4.7fl 47
*• Admlniitmtlou of Jiu-
, tioe.................. . 152.621 71
4. Maintenance Public In

stUuuone . 171443 17
»• Miscellaneous......... ........ uû.815 23
t Crown Land. .....................45.9uu *4
7. Refunds................. l»j.2U 2a
8 Stationery Office ......... 3.187 60

11. Controllable Expenditure.
Servie*. l»?l. JiSl.

9. Education ................... |iüi.306 40 ÊùUd.d24 31
10. Immizraiiou .. 29.712 56 34.826 37
II. Agriculture and Arti 7u.381 *0 106.936 01
If U»inltals and Charities *0.2no 00 78.002 75
13. Public Building». 296.071 83 126.652 .J
14. Public Works .........  134 643 47 24.36V 94
16. Colonisation ltoada... 66.409 04 97.289 dû

JtVZ.
1174 803 12

17a.SM 86

25L119 10

661.663 oi 
43&U 24
67.502 98 
42.207 86
6.261 m

ONTARIO AND THE DISPUTED TERRITORY

fl.81u.8ob 78 f2.28b.304 29

Now, prior to any explanation of the increases 
1st il be noted that the increased expenditure 
was $460,473 69 under the income, and the 
estimated surplus of 1882 ie $520.515 03. So 
that whatever the increase may be it ia 
■till within the income. That increase 
ia ten years is $450,000. How is it 
explained ? In general, we might answer, by 
the growth of the Province, the great increase 
of business in all the departments, the settle
ment of the back country, the vastly increased 
number of the a filleted, and the largely in
creased grants for education. But we will 
take each increased item by itself and explain 
it. And in doing so we will commence at the 
last item :—

IS. Colonization Road». —During 1868-71 the 
average number of miles of road built annually 
was 63, and of road repaired 110, whilst the 
average annual cost was $44,500. During the 
ten years 1872-1881 the average number of 
miles constructed annually was 162, and of 
road repaired 314, whilst the annual average 
cost was $97,351. So that during the latter 
period three time* as much road has been built 
and repaired as during the former, at double 
the cost.

If. I Jot pilai» and Chariti»».—So long as 
the Government has the money few 
will object to expenditure on such objects. 
In 1871 they contributed to the maintenance 
of 8 hospitals, 4 houses of refuge, 1 magdalen 
asylum, and 9 orphan asylums. In 1881 they 
contributed towards the support of 12 hos
pitals, 16 houses of [refuge, 5 magdalen asy
lums, and 25 orphan asylums. The number of 
inmates has proportionately increased.

11% Agriculture and Arte.—In the first place, 
annual grants are now given to the Dairy
men’s Association of $3.000, to the Poultry 
Association of $700, and for miscellaneous 
purposes of $2.000. The grant to tno Fruit 
Growers’ Association has been increased from 
$500 to $1,800. and to the Entomological So
ciety from $500 to $1,000. And to the Agri
cultural and Arts Societies have been granted 
à early $16,000 per annum more.

If any class of a community should receive 
Government grants to the full extent of the 
Ireasury’s ability, that class is the industrial. 
For it is that visas which produces the national 
wealth, the increase of which is the end 
sought by the increased liberality.

1l>. Immigration.—lu 1871 nothing was paid 
for the carriage of immigrants from Quebec, 
and although the arrangement with the Do
minion Government to that effect has now 
been rescinded, there was paid iu 1881 
$14,803 55 on the disputed balance from 1878, 
1879, and 1880.

v. Education.—The money paid to|Public, | 
Separate, and poor schools in 1871 was \ 
$178,975 10 ; in 1881 it was $253.497 37. The 
amount paid to High Schools in 1871 was 
$69,98o ; m 18b 1 it was $s4.469 32. In 1871 * 1 
the cost of inspection of Public and Separate 
Schools fell on the counties ; iu 1881 the Gov
ernment paid half, amounting to $31,022 44. 
Tins as well as the Superannuated Teachers’ ; 
Fund Act was passed under the previous Ad
ministration. Under the latter, there was paid j 
in 1871, $6,143 88 ; iu 1831, $54,962 66. Of 
course a great deal more was received from 
these teachers in 1881. but that is shown under 
revenue, not here. On account of the Normal 
and Model Schools in Ottawa, which were not 
in existence in 1871, was paid in 1881, $19,- 
083 88. For the training of teachers was paid 
the county treasurers iu 1881, $10,336 02— 
nothing in 1871. Ar.d for departmental ex
aminations, principally for teachers' certificates, 
was paid $9,448 95—nothing in 1881. Every 
item—and these are the principal ones that ac
count for the increase—shows the care with 
which the progress of our educational system 
has been assisted.

V. f'rou'u Landa.—In 1871 the number of 
townships opened up undei the Free Grants Act 
was 54, and the number of land agencies was 
10 ; in 1881 the number was 122, and the 
number of land agencies 17. The increase of 
the business in this branch has been exactly 
257 per cent. !u 1871 there were 348,870 
acres located; iu 1881 1,170.486 located. Since 
1871 thousands of square miles of timber limits 
have beuu placed under license, requiring ad
ditional inspection. The average annual num
ber of saw log and square timber returns check
ed in 1368-71 was 1,381 ; iu 1872-81 it was 3,- 
58t>. The annual average sales in the first 
period were 59,400 acres, in the latter 77,- 
400.

4. Maintenance Public ln»titutions.—The fol
lowing in existence in 1881 were not in 1871 ; 
and the following are the sums spent 
on their maintenance iu the former year :—
Lunatic Asylum, Hamilton................. .. .$ 43.508 99
idiot Asylum, Orillia .................................... 19.581 58
Ventral Prison. Toronto.................................. 49.195 85
Industrie* at Toronto ........................... 16.627 61
Lunatic Asylum. Kingston............................ 33.328 10
Blind Institute. Brantford.......................... 30,878 59
School of Practical Science......... ......... 4,537 55
Agricultural Colleire.........  ........................... 25.364 49
Mercer Reformatory........................................ 24,072 01

$202.434 81
Nothing was paid the Dominion on account 

of Kingston Asylum in 1371, nor was anything 
paid tor Brantford. Of course we are consid
ering the maintenance at present, not the 
building of the institutions.

Besides these new institutions the old ones 
have bevu doubled and trebled iu size and ac
commodation. The number of iumates has 
also increased in proportion. The cost per pa
tient in Toronto Asylum (the only one in 
full working in 1371—London only being 
half built) was $125 09. Iu 1381 tin* co^t per 
pai.sul over tue whole ul our A»yiuiue was

OntarU wider the Award...............................IfU.000 square miles» or IÇGOAO OOO arret
withent the dlspnted terrltorr 100,000 square miles, or C4.000.000 acres 

Manitoba as enlarged by part of the dis
puted territory.................  150.000 square miles, or 00,000.000 acres

Manitoba without any of the disputed ter-
rlt#ry.............................................  115,000 square miles, or V3.C00.000 acres

Quebec..................................................................... 310,000 square miles, or 134,400.000 acres
Repudiation of the award deprives Ontario 

of the region north of the height of land.
which goes to no other !‘rovincc............. 0 2.000 square miles, or 30.CS0.000 acres

4nd adds to Manitoba 35,000 square miles, or 2^,400,000 acres
Amount of lumber in district added to Manitoba.................................. 80,000.000,000 feet
Value of this lumber Ontario................................................................................ $185,000.000
Loss per head to the people of Ontario from limber alone.......................................... s 65
Total loss to each ratepayer not less than.........................................................................  $300
An annual tax forever on each taxpayer of ..................................................................... g ™

COMPARATIVE SIZES OF THE LARGER PROVINCES.

BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Area 400,000 Square Miles,

Or 266.000.000 Acres QUEBEC.

Area 210.000 Square Miles. 

Or 134.400.000 Acres.

ONTARIO,
HIM S TIIK A WARP

Area 100.000 Sq. 
Miles.

Or U-l C00.000 Acrs

ONTARIO.
w 11II TUk AWARD.

Area 197 000 Square Miles, 

Or 120.000,000 Acres.

MANITOBA,

W ITU ONTARIO IkU- 
U1TOUV

Ares 150.000 Square 
Miles.

Or 00.000,000 Acres

The above squares, based upon a sca'e of i 00,000 squares miles to the inch, show at a alance the re'ative sizes of the four Provinces of British Columbia. Quebec, Ontario and Manitoba ; of the 
lovtnee of Ontario, with and without the deputed territory ; and lastly of the Province of Manitoba, as enlarged Vw.thout disputed territory), and w.th the disputed territory,

$124 98. That is the basis, and the extra ex
pense is simply from the extra number of the 
unfortunates.

■?. Admin*itration of Ja»ti:e.— lu 1871 there 
was paid to the Counties as the Government’s 
share of the administration of justice in them, 
$104,049 66; in 1881 there was paid $122.- 
733 16. In 1871 the sum of $7,092 05 was 
spent in governing the outlying districts of the 
Province. In 1881 so much had they grown 
through A gorna. Parry Sound, Nipissing. 
Muskoka, and to the northward generally, tint 
$27,045 67 was needed for the purpose. Short
hand reporters for the Court* to expedite busi
ness were in 1801 paid $9,798 56—there were 
none in 1871. Three new judges were paid 
$3,000. Ttie county judges received for 
travelling in doing Provincial work $1,855 93. 
And, generally, the increased work in the 
Courts has required au increased number of 
assistants and increased expenditure.

*. Legnlation.— In 1861 the sum of $63,000 
was paid for printing the Agricultural Com
mission Report. The sersioual indemnity of 
members has been increased from $400 to $bO0 
per annum. The Speaker s salary is now 
charged. Additional returns and reports are 
not only brought down, but printed and distri
buted. The sessional papers have increased to 
three volumes instead of two. Additional 
sessional writers have in consequence beeu 
needed. More books have been bought for the 
library. And, by the conseut and approval of 
both parties, salaries were raSeed.

1. Ci vil Govern ment. —This was so fully ex
plained in 1879, when the Civil Service salaries 
were so thoroughly criticised, that we will do 
no more than indicate the general reasons. By 
the consent of both parties salaries were raised 
in 1873. There has been a vast increase of 
business in all the departments. It has been 
occasioned by the general progress uf the coun
try; the distribution of the surplus ; the aid 
given to railways ; the general management of 
the license system, including the supervision 
and audit of all tneir accounts ; the receiving 
and taking charge of deposits of insurance 
companies and tabulating and publishing their 
returns ; the constantly increasing area of lands 
sold and located ; the larger number of public 
institutions, and a host of such things. So great 
has it been that an additional building had to 
be rented for two of the departments, involving 
extra charges for rent, fuel, gas, and w ater. Iu 
addition to all this many officials previously 
charged to buildings under construction are 
now paid directly.

We hope that we have now fully explained 
the causes of increased expenditure, and that 
those causes are shown to be just and neces
sary. The ordinary and controllable ex|XMidi- 

ture haeinereased'no faster than was needful for 
the judieiuus sad economical management of

the Provincial affairs. To prove it we have ) 
but to consider the tact that the same expendi
ture which in 18b8 was $1,199,030 had risen 
in 1871 to $1,816,866, or an increase of 51 per 

I cent. ; whilst the $1,816,866 of 1871 has grown 
to $2,286,304 29 in 1831, an inereaseof about 
38 per cent.

Had the Administrât! on contented itself with 
carrying out simply the legislative and execu
tive functions uf Government, and left on the 
«boulders ot tiie people the burdens that in 
other countries they carry, instead of show ing 
a surplus of $1,509,591 18, they could show 
one of nearly $30.000,000. For they will have 
distributed to the people outside of the money 
directly necessary to carry on the strictly legiti
mate functions of Government, by tli end of 
this year during the eleven years they will 
have been in power, something about $25,500.- 
000. For the assistance of education, the whole 
of which the people might be called upon to 
provide, they will have given $4,344.558 07 ; 
and for the administration of criminal justice 
in counties and districts $1.897,050 70—-an 
amount which the counties would otherwise 
h ive had 6» meet. Towards maintaining the 
afflicted and the vicious, the care of which 
would otherwise have fallen upon the muni
cipalities nnd private benevolence, they 
have contributed $1.481,062 94. Iu erecting 
the buildings for their accommodation, and 
public works to assist internal navigation, they" 
have spent $2.836,863 01. To supplement the 
work of private charity in our hospitals and 
similar institutions they have given $883,- 
270 *24. To aid the great agricultural industry 
and the advancement of the industrial classes 
they have contributed 81.063,794 22. In 
placing settlers in the country they have spent 
8725.030 44, and in building roads to open up 
the Province there has been spent $1.079.'* 
211 34. They have given to the counties to 
assist them in altering and perfecting their 
goals $96,269 70 : to the funds of the munici
palities. $547,828 74 : and in improving their 
lands. $197,949 20. To wipe out, in the most 
equitable manner, a debt of $1*2,000,000 due by 
the municipalities to the Government, they 
have paid to the unindebted municipalities 
$3,389.828 89, every cent of which has gone 
to help on valuable local improve** 
inents. To aid in bringing every producer 
nearer the market for bis produce they have 
assisted in building some 26 railways, aggre
gating 2,121 miles of rail, by giving $3,362,- 
970 57 towards their construction. They have 
distributed to eighteen counties, to increase 
their arable acreage by nearly 50,0000 acres, 
the sum of $639,402 07. By all these means, 
and one or two minor ones not mentioned, 
they will during eleven years have distributed 
to the people, besides carrying on the légiti
mité functions of Government, the sum of 
$25.579.277 07.

5574,400 : the surplus of 1881 was $460,468 60; 
the surplus lor 18ti2 is confidently expected to 
be about $525,QJO ; and the actual surplus uu 
Land is $4,509,5 il 13.

We are certain that after so thorough a re
view and satisfactory an exhibit every one of 
our readers will agree with us in the truth ex
pressed by words with which we commenced 
it : — “The revenue has been more than ample 
‘ lor all purposes ; the ordinary business ut 
“administration has been thoroughly carried 
*‘ou ; not one object legitimately claiming the 
“encouragement ut the Government lias 
“gone unaided ; a wise lilvralitv has 
** dictated the manu g incut of the public 
“ funds ; many matters that in other countries 
“ are leu as a harden on the municipalities or 
‘ on private benevolence have been under- 
“ taken ; and after providing for all obliga* 
“ tioiiM, a handsome surplus remains in ifie 
“ 'treasury, whilst not one cent of Provincial 
“ debt has beuu contracted.

Defence of the Territorial Rights 
of Ontarb.

PLAIN AND IMPARTIAL STATEMENT.

Will any sensible man say that the proper 
course to pursue was to hoard this money up 
so as to show a surplus, ineteadi of 
using it as the Mowat Administration 
has done, to assist the material pro
gress, mural well-being, and social happiness 
of the people of the Province? Even the most 
hostile critic must see that it is impossible to 
condemn when he finds that at the end of ten 
y sais the annual average surplus has beeu

Such is the proud record which the Mowat 
Government can, after ten years, fearlessly 
submit to the people whose servants they are. 
And they can duty their opponents to put 
their finger on auy one of tue many matters 
enumerated as a matter n which there has 
beeu extravagance or corruption. Economy 
has reigned through every department'; 
whilst they have kept p ice. within their in
come, with every legitimate want of the 
country. The v ..ce uf scandal has out h r a 
lung time been hear l. Even that of criticism 
has l*eu almost silent. Tneir opponents on 
the fluor of the House have been coûtent 
simply to concur.

To the laws passed during the last 
ten years do the people of tins Province 
largely owe tiie mural and material pro
gress that during that time lias taken place. 
These laws have, in no small degree, tended to 
ameliorate the sufferings and difficulties of 
a period of universal depression. They have 
lightened local burdens ; they have provided 
for the relief and protection of tiie afflicted : 
they have made justice more accessible; they 
have opened n< w fields for enterprise and 
labour. Never in the history of any country 
did so short a period witness the accomplish
ment of a larger amount of useful and benefi
cent legislation.

To this legislation the fullest effect has been 
given by a vigorous, but at the same time 
prudeut, administration of tiie public affairs. 
Long-standing contentions have been brought 
to a satisfactory conclusion ; controversies in
volving territorial rights of great mag
nitude and importance have been suc
cessfully maintained ; large numliers of 
thrifty and industrious settlers n>\v 
people lands that tun years ago could claim but 
a mere handful of population ; a judicious ap
propriation of the surplus revenue has in all 
directions promoted public undertakings and 
improvements; districts not long ago regarded as 
remote, ami all but inaccessible, are now 
brought within reach of commerce ; the 
wants of every class o; the people and the jm-t 
claims of every sect.ou have been regarded, 
and, as tar as possible, sati-died. The uevils uf 
the present have been supplied without leaving 
any burdens for the future to bear. And at 
the eud of ten years the Mowat Administration 
can, with no sacrifice ot truth, assert that 
tlieie stain Is not against it one act amounting 
tu a de.diction of duty or one stain upon its 
record of fidelity and honest devotion to lue 
public internet.

Patriotic Position of the Mowat Ad
ministration.

If there be one thing more tluu another on 
which tiie Mowat Administration can claim the 
iiearty and united support of the people of On
tario, it is their determined and spirited de
fence of the territorial rights of their native 
Province, We shall, in as few words as pos
sible, define those rights, show how they were 
acquired, how attacked, and flow defended. 
W e proceed in the first place to consider

(<f) The QueUion Prior to Confederation.

Old Canada as successor of France claimed 
that to her belonged the right of ownership in 
the North-West Territories. That claim was 
disputed by the Hudson Bay Company, to 
whom a right to trade over that region had 
been given by a charter of Charles II. As the 
territories lay beyond tiie limit of settlement 
in Old L"pper Canada, the question ismamed in 
abeyance until the Company applied to the 
Imperial Government for a renewal of their 
lease in 1856. That Government determined 
to bring the whole matter in dispute before the 
British House of Commons. The Colonial Se
cretary promptly invited the Canadian Gov
ernment to appear ami state their rights. In 
response Chief Justice Draper was sent to 
Britain as the representative of our interests. 
He appeared before the Committee of the 
House of Commons having the matter iu 
charge. In his report to the Canadian Gov
ernment ou returning. Chief Justice Draper gave 
as hie opinion that Canada had a dear right 
under the Act of 1774 and the proclamation of 
1791 to the whole country as far west as the 
line of the Mississippi, and to a considerable 
distance north ot the watershed. In Au vast, 
1858, a joint address of both Houses was for
warded to the Queen, stating that Canada had 
a right to a considerable portion of the territory 
held by the Hudson Bay Company, and pray
ing for au immediate settlement of the 
boundary. But the matter was not urgent, 
and with the usual heedlessness of Governments 
to any matters not pressing for settlement, it 
was allowed to stand. At Confederation the 

j whole claim to this portion of Canada

I was given to Ontario, for by the 
British North America Act she came

into the Vu ion with all the territory “ which 
“ formerly constituted the Province ot L puer 
*' Canada."
(6) The Vutêlion after Con federation up to the 

time of the Award.

After Confederation tiie claims of the old 
Province of Canada continued to be asserted 
by the Dominion Government, iu 13o8, Sir 
George Cartier and the Hon. W. McDougall 
proceeded to Engl ind to press our claims. So 
strong was our case that the Hudson B iy 
Company gave up their claim to 1,30U,000 square 
miles of territory, in consideration of being al
lowed to retain 12,000 square miles of it end 
get £300,000 sterling. This North-West Terri
tory was admitted iut » the Union by an Im
perial Order in Council of 23rd June, 1870, Lut 
subject to the provisions of the British North 
America Act. By that Act, as we have pointed 
out, all the territory “ which formerly 
“ constituted the Province of Upper Canada 
“ shall constitute the Province of Outano." 
To Ontario therefore belonged what to the 
north aud west had belonged to old Upper 
Canada, aud the matter ;u dispute was to be 
settled bet weep her aud the Dominion. In 
1871, commissioners were appointed by the 
Governments of the Dominion and of Ontario 
for the purpose of defining the boundary. 
On the 6tn of January, 1872, Mr. Blake asked 
for the draft instructions that had been given 
the Dominion Commissioner. These were 
given on the 14th of March, aud then for the 
first time it became known that the Dominion 
Government insisted on a line drawn due 
north from the junction of the Ohio aud the 
Mississippi Rivers as the westerly boundary, 
and on the height of land between Lake Superior 
and .fames' Bay as the northerly boundary of 
the Province. This was contrary to every 
position we had ever taken before. The On
tario Government could not accept those limits. 
They proposed a conventional or compromise 
boundary in the meantime, pending the settle
ment of the true boundary. On the 1st May, 
Sir John Macdonald suggested that the cues 
should be referred to the Judicial Committee 
of the Privy Council. On the 31st the Ontario 
«lovern uent in ruply pointed out that the 
settlement of the question depended on evi
dence that was procurable only iu America, 
that the collection of it would be bust done 
here, and that the expense would be less and 
the expedition greater by having a Commission 
uf Arbitration here. The Dominion Govern
ment did not agree e to that, hut they 
sent any bill of expense incurred iu the 
disputed territory to the Ontario Government 
to pav. In 1874 both Governments agreed to 
leave the quettion to arbitration. Ex-Goveruor 
Wilinot, of New Brunswick, was chosen by 
the Dominiop, aud Chief Justice Richards by 
Ontario, and they chose Sir Edward Thornton,
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the British Ambaettdor at Washington, as the | dares to tamper with the peuple of Ontario I 
third. Each (Government went to work aud hy rung legal tevhuicaht.es and vague pio-
l-rr pared its case. That took four years. The 
archives of London, Paris. Washington, 
Albany, Quebec, Ottawa, aud Toronto were 
r.oi sacked and all the possible evidence pro
cured. B> that time one of the Arbitrators 
had died, aud another resigned, so that Sir 
I isnvia Hiucka represented the Dominion,

< liief Justice Harrison Ontario, and as 
l»efore, Sir Edward Thornton was the 
thiid. Able uonnsel were engaged by tioth 
sides, all the evidence was taken, counsel 
spoke, and after carefully considering the evi
dence and the arguments, the arbitrators gave 
•' uuaiumous award. Afterwards Sir Francis 
Hincks, the Dominion arbitrator, informed the 
public that each ol the arbitrators came to the 
same conclusion independently of the rest. By 
that award it was for the first time declared in 
the history of Canada that old Canada, old 
l pper Canada, the present Province of On
tario, extended to the west to a lino drawn due 
north from the north-westerly angle of the 
J-ake of the Woods ; and that the northern 
b mndary was James* Bay. the Albany Hiver, 
sud the English Hiver. This, il may be said 
iu passing, was far lees than Ontario had con
tended for, though more than the Dominion 
had contended for.

fc) The Question offer the Award.
By OrdcrMU-Council of 1874, eech Govern- 

ment agreed with the other for concurrent ac
tion in obtaining such legislation as might be 
necessary for giving binding effect to the 
Award. Indeed by every principle of national 
honour they would be obliged to do that.
I hey were in the same positional England 
and the United States in the cases of the San 
luan, the Geneva, and the Halifax awards. 
Though England did not like the first two, nor 
the United .States tbs last, neither Government 
dreamt of repudiation. Their respective na
tional honour was at stake. And in this case, 
though Sir John Macdonald preferred an ap
peal to the Privy Council, he had said m 
the House thst the Arbitrators were accept
able to himself, and he did not object to a 
greet of $15,000 to meet the expenses of the 
arbitration. Hut the faith of the Dominion 
Government was pleuged to the Award, and 
though Mr. Mackenzie went out of otiice four 
months after it was made, that faith could not 
change with changing Governments. As well 
might our financial pledges be altered on that 
account

The Government of Ontario, respecting our 
good faith and public honour, promptly ac
cepted the Award. The Dominion Government 
did not For three years, to eight despatches 
from the Lieutenant-Governor of this Province 
they returned evasive replies. A ninth despatch 
was sent on the 31st of December, 1881, and at 
last on the 27th January, 1882, the first de
spatch in lour years giving any definite infor
mation was received from Ottawa, formally rt- 
pudiatiny the Award. National faith and 
naUunal honour was sacrificed ; and why ?

[d) The Present Position oj the Dominion 
fro re minent.

One of Sir John Macdonald's first 
acts as Minister of the Interior when he 
• ame into power was to publish a map giving 
tue boundaries of Ontario as they were fixed 
bv the Award. Hut no Act has ever been 
passed ratifying the Award. The first session 
at Ottawa nothing was done, the second a parti
san Committee took charge of the matter, and, 
of course, found by a majority report that the 
Award was a bad one.

During tbs session of 1881 an Act was passed 
enlarging the boundaries of Manitoba, giving 
her to the east up to what the Dominion claimed 
was tb# western boundary of Ontario, includ
ing 39.000 square miles of territory which the 
Award had declared to be the property of On
tario. Sir John Macdonald, in introducing the 
measure, said that it would “compel"Ontario 
not to insist on the Award, and declared that 
tier people would “come to terms quickly 
enough when they find they must do so."

The Dominion Government now want 
another award before the Supreme Court, 
vi that Lord Cairns or Lord Eldon should 
u.»me out here and act as arbitrator. 
Their excuses for not ratifying the Award are 
i« w in number. They say iu the first place 
that the award ia an arbitrary award—meaning 
thereby, not according to evidence. Sir 
1*''rancis Hincks distinctly states that such is 
not the case, that the award was found on the 
evidence—that they did not, as alleged, make 
a line. The second excuse is that Parliament 
•lid not refer it, but only the Government 
Certainly, because it was » piece of executive 
business. But Sir John did not object to it 
when announced to Parliament, and voted the 
money to pay the expenses of the reference. 
Hie third is that the Dominion Parliament 
cannot render it valid. It certainly can by the 
Imperial Act 34 Viet, chap. 28. Aud the 
last excuse is that the» case can only 
be “legally ” settled through the Courts. Why, 
then, a second arbitration before Lord Cairns 
or Lord Eldon ? There is a quibble also on the 
word “ legal, " which they use in the technical 
sense of a decision arrived at through ti.e 
Courts as opposed to one got by arbitration. 
Hesoe the expreseiou in thie case ie but a 
truism.

The real reason is that a section of the Que- 
Conservatives are jealous ef Ontario. They 

bave no business m the matter, as we came 
into Confederation with this territory. Even 
» itb it, as will l>e seen, we are not so large as 
Quebec. But they hold the whip-hand, and 
Sir John is forced to yield. They 
boast of it themselves. They did so 
through all the last general election, 
l iiat there may be no mistake, the new Que
bec Premier, boasting to his constituents of 
xvhat he had doue for hie Province, says : — 
" 1 laid down the condition on which we 
“ would be members of the Government at 
" Ottawa. I said that if tbo Province of On 
" tario is to acquire an additional territory of 
“ 6*2,000,000 acres more than she was given 
“ under the British North America Act, Que- 
14 bee would hitve the right to demand an 
“ equivalent."

Of course that Act gave us the territory. 
But Mr. Masson and Mr. Mousseau entered the 
' a bine t, the bargain must have been made, 
lur tue award is mow repudiated. And 
yet the Government that, led by fears for its 
own safety, has succumbed to the jealousy of • 
svxtionof the Quebec politicians, broken solemn 
pledges» and disgraced the national honour,

(ej Ike Present Position of the Unturio Up-

It would scarcely be thought that even the 
exigencies of party would lead any of thoee to 
whom the people had especially committed the 
care of their honour and their Provincial in
terests to lietray those interests and declare 
themselves ready to disgrace that honour. But 
they have. During the first two sessions of 
this present Ontario Parliament the Opposition 
were stout- with the Administration in the ab
solute necessity of demanding that the Do
minion should ratify the Award. During the 
session of 1881 they all voted for the follow- 
ing -

** That this House deeply regrets that notwith
standing the joint and concurrent action of the 
respective Government* in the premises, and the 
unanimous Award of the arbitrators, the Govern
ment of < ’anada has hitherto failed to recognize 
the validity of the *aid nward, and that no legis
lation liai been submitted to Pailiament bv the 
Government of Canada for the purpose of con
firming the said award."

Tliat was conduct becoming the representa
tives of the citizens of Ontario. But the next 
summer there was a Conservative Convention 
held at Toronto, and evidently pressure 
was then brought to bear upon the 
members of the Opposition, for in 
the session of 1882 they refused to vote for 
that for which they had unauiuiously voted 
the previous year. They now stand in the 
position of thoee who at the bidding of the ex
treme politicians from Quebec are willing to 
betray the rights of their own Province. That 
position ia beat described in the words 
of their leader, who, in the tones of con
scious guilt, says ;—“ It will be said that I 
“ aud the Opposition 1 lead have proved trait- 
“ora to the beet intereste of Ontario, and false 
“to our true position aa her representatives.”

(r) tui raTBioTin position or the mowat 
ADMINISTRATION.

In striking contrast to the dishonourable and 
inconsistent position of both the last two, 
stands that of the present Liberal Administra
tion. Fiom first to last, whilst doing every
thing abort of sacrificing the honour and good 
faith of the Province, they have jeaioualy 
guarded our rights aud interests. Though the 
Award did not give all we sought, yet aa hound 
in honour to abide by it, it was at once ratified 
by an Act as far aa we could ratify it. De- 
spatch after despatch was for three years aent 
to the Ikmiinion Government without avail. 
The Premier sought an interview with the leader 
of the Dominion Government, and the result of 
that interview is contained in the despatch 
from Ottawa of the 27th January, 1882. They 
refuse to call in question what haa neen under 
the award declared to be oura. By that award 
they stand. They ask for the vindication of 
national honour aud good faith in the ratifica
tion of it. They are not willing to enter into 
a new arbitration, for they have no guarantee 
that the result of it will be more honourably 
dealt with than that of the list They are not 
willing to have years frittered away iu a fresh 
farce. They say that i * we are to do anything 
we must first be allowed possession under the 
award. Then we will consent to make 
provisional arrangements, not till then. 
Iu the meantime a territory of 97,000 square 
miles ia allowed to go without being governed ; 
39,000 square miles of it have dared to be given 
by the Itominion to Manitoba ; miners, lum
berers, and settlers are unable to know with 
whom to deal -, the whole progressot the coun
try ie retarded. Iu the territory, according to 
the lowest calculation, there is $69,000,000 
worth of timber alone without a legal owner. 
Thin ia what the Mowat Administration desire 
to have ended. But they adhere to the rights 
of their native Province. One jot or one tittle 
of those rights they will not give up. They 
will submit to no dictation aud no compulsion. 
They will only yield when the people com
mand them to yield, aud that will be never.

The position taken by the Liberal Adminis
tration is best shown by the following short 
extract from a speech ol the Hon. Mr. Mowat 
during the laat session of the Local Legisla
ture :—

“ We are asked now tv have a new arbitration, 
and the decision of thoee in whom we have con
fidence we are asked tv throw to the winds, aud to 
refer the matter to arbitrators chosen by the 
other side. More than tliat. the Lord Chancellor 
in discharging the judicial duties that apjwrtain 
to his office is always subject to appeal, lie can 
not decide a matter involving one foot of laud 
that is not subject to appeal His decision would 
not be arrived at an early day, and without an 
enormous expense, much greater than if we had 
to refer it to the Privy Conned. A reference to 
the Privy Council has not been proposed to us as 
yet. It is true Ministers have expressed opinions 
in favour of that mode of settlement, but a refer
ence to the Privy Council can not be had without 
consent as to the facts, and tnv material upon 
which they would decide the question. I have 
been much more concerned, as w oil as mv collea
gues, that we should have provisional arrange
ments, for in the meantime Hie country is «utter
ing, and we are suffering. (Mr. Mowat tûeu read 
extracts from the reports of magistrates iu the 
locality. They showed tliat explorers and 
miners had suffered great loss on account of the 
territorial dispute, some of them having exjwmiod 
all their money iu surveys ; clear titles could not 
\rs got to laud, aud there was no registry office ; 
several places had been sufveyed several times, 
the surveys covering each other, the magistrates 
having no doubt that there would bo fighting and 
perhaps murder over the disputes about the sur
veys ; and whiskey sellers were plying their illicit 
calling with great succès*.) We do hope to prevail 
ujk>d the Dominion Government to make arrange
ments that will remove these evils, or at least 
minimize them. They seem not to have taken 
that interest which any ! Government with a right 
sense of its own duties would have been very glad 
to take. But I have some information as to what 
the object of the Dominion Government is in al
lowing that territory to remain in that condition, 
what the object is in aggravating the dispute. 
The First Minister disclosed his ooject. He told 
the House, and we do uot find the statement re
pudiated. in answering objection* that were made 
to the turning of the territory over, as far as they 
had the power, to Manitoba, that that Act would 
compel the present Government of Ontario to lie 
reasonable. What did lie mean by reasonable? 
To give up our rights ; he did 'not pretend to 
make any other moaning. I now say we have a 
reason why he takes thie course. The reason why 
he gives this territory to Manitoba is to compel 
Ontario to give up part of her right*. 1 do not know 
what he means by lieing reasonable except that - 
and to compel us not to insist upon the boundary. 
The statement was made that we would come 
to terms quickly, when wo found that we must 
do so. W ell, it is for the jieople of Ontario to 
•ay whether they will yield or not. I have no 
doubt that there is an impression on the part of 
the 1 dominion authorities, and |>erhap# in some of 
the other Provinces, if there is that jealousy, that 
the people of ( >utario are indifferent in this mat
ter. They seem to suppose that tlie people of On
tario were asleep with regard to the importance 
of having their rights recognised. If they have 
been asleep. 1 venture to sav that they are aroused 
now—and that tlisy will bn asleep no more, and 
that they will not rest until every mile of award
ed territory is surrendered to us and our consti
tutional freedom and our Provincial rights are both 
respected and mowed forever.n

PROVINCIAL RIGHTS
Attack on the Constitutional 

Rights of Ontario.

DEFENCE OF THOSE RIGHTS

The Mowat Aimlalstratlee Up
holds Home Rale.

It will b. 
(a) The Preroya-Use of the 

tire of Disallowance.
By the British North America Act ol 1$67 

there ie left to the Local Legislatures the 
“ exclusive right ” to make lews on, among 
other things, “ Property end Civil Bights.'* 
This home rule, or power of loosl eeU-govern
ment ie the key-etooe of Confederation. The 
Dominion Government, under the B. N. A., 
hse however the same power of dieallowing 
any Acte of s Loosl Législature that the 
Imperial Govern meat hse to disallow say Act 
ol theirs. Thie prerogative of dissllowi 
hee to be need within constitutional lii 
Those were ae$ by examining all 
which the Imperial Government had 
Acte. In 1866, Sir John Macdonald laid 
those ground* as follows in a State paper

14 In deciding whether anv Act of a Provincial 
Législature should be disallowed or sanctioned, 
the Government must not only consider whether 
it affecte the interest of the whole Dominion or 
not, but also whether it be unconstitutional ; 
whether it exceeds the jurisdiction conferred on 
the Local Legislature, and, in caees where the 
jurisdiction is concurrent, whether it clashes with 
the legislation of the general Parliament.

14 It i* of importance that the comrr of local 
legislation should he interfered with a» Utile as pos
sible, and the power of disallowance exercised 
with great caution, and only in oases where the 
law and general interrote ol the Dominion im- 
perait rely demand it.”

In effect the Act must be condemned on the 
following grounds, and on thoee alone

441. A* being altogether illegal or unconstitu
tional.

“ ‘2. As being illegal or unconstitutional only in
Fft *

44 J. In cates of concurrent jurisdiction, as 
clashing with the legislation of the general Parlia-

44 4. An affecting the interests of the Dominion 
generally.”

Here we have n clear exposition of the 
grounds ou which local legislation was to be 
disallowed. On this basis the federal system 
was to be reared ; Provincial rights were to be 
preserved ; and within their own jurisdiction 
the various Local Legislatures were to be tbeo- 
lately free from «11 interference. Sir John 
Macdonald himself contended for the same 
principle in 1872, when the question of disal
lowing the New Brunswick School Bill carno 
before him. Hie contention was then, as it 
hsd been in 1868. that Provincial rights were 
sacredly guarded by the Constitution, and 
must not lie invaded by the Executive.

With this view of Provincial authority the 
Liberal party agreed, and on this view Sir 
John Macdonald acted in every instance, from 
Confederation down to the disallowance of the 
Streams Bill.

Having seen what this power of disallowance 
ie and the limits oi its exercise we may pass on 
to give

(h) The History of the Streams Hill.
By an Act of the Old Parliament of Caasda, 

passed in 1849, the public were given the right i 
to float saw logs and timber down all streams 
during the spring, summer, and autumn fresh
ets. Thie right has tended greatly to develop 
our country. Under it millions have been add
ed to the national wealth. It haa been the 
custom of our lumbermen to make arrange
ments with each other about improvement» 
made by one another on streams. But no one 
thought of claiming the stream on which he had 
made improvement» as hie own private pro
perty. That was always eeppoeed to be public 
property under the old Act mentioned, until 
the neceeeity of declaring the intent of the old 
Act anew arose under the following 
circumstance» Two lumbermen owned large 
limit» on the Mississippi—a tributary of the 
Ottawa. It seem» that one of thorn. Pete* 
McLaren, had made certain improvement» on 
this river for hie own benefit and at hie own 
cost H. C. Caldwell, the other, owned limits 
above McLaren, and in order to get hie timber 
to the market it was absolutely nooroeary to 
paae through McLaren'» elide». He wee willing 
to pay for the use of McLaren *e improvement», 
but was refused leave ; and lost he should pro
ceed to nee them, McLaren applied to the 
Court of Chancery for an injonction to roe tram 
him. The case was before the Courts when 
the Streams Bill paeeed the Ontario Legisla
ture. Thie Bill wae brought in by the Com
missioner of Crown Lends as a publie necessity 
in the publie interest
(c) The Public Necessity of the Act and tie AT#- 

tare.
The justice sud public necessity of such an 

Act must be apparent to every |Htson «it 
would be monstrous to par mit any man, taking 
possession of a stream aad building works to 
improve its floatabibty, to shut out from the 
markets of the world all owners of timber 
limits lying up tbs stream. The people of 
Ontario* have direct interest in such legislation. 
The revenue which goes into the Provincial 
treasury from woods and forests amounts to 
over half a million dollars annually. To allow 
any person to shut out lumber that roust reach 
the market, if it reaches it at all, through 
streams on which some other person has made 
improvements, would be to deprive the Pro- 
vines of a portion of ite legitimate revenae 
and the public of a most important right. 
By thie Act the intention of the old Act 
of 1849 wae bat made more clear. The right 
of the public to float aawlogs and timber down 
all etreame in the spring, summer, aud autumn 
freshets wae affirmed. But it wae to be “ sul- 
44 ject to the payment to the person who lisa 
44 made improvements on them of reasonable 
44 toll». He wae to have s lien upon 
44 the log» or timber paeeing through the 
44 improvement» for hie telle, and should also 
44 have tbs right to make rules for passing the 
44 timber over them. ” It waealso provided that 
44 tne Lieutenant-Governor in Council may fix 
44 the amounts which any person entitled to 
44 tolls under thie Act shall be at liberty tn 
44 charge on the aaw-logs ami different kinds of 
44 timber rafts or crafts, and may from tome lo 
•• time vary the sums t am4 I

••Governor in C mucil, iu living such tolls, 
•• shall have regard to awl tak • iulo cviisulera- 
•* tion the vrijiual cost of such cons*ructions and 
•* tmprorements, the amount required to main- 
••bun the. same ami to corer interest u/tou the 
*‘original co*t, as trell os such other matters 
“ as under ail Vie circumstances may to the 
“ Lieu teuaut-Governor m Council seem just 
44 and eyuitalde.. *'

(d) The Jhsnltutrance of the Hill.
Immediately on finding that the .Streams 

Bill had psseed McLirem bethought him
self of getting the Dominion Government 
to disallow it. He is a well known aud in
fluential «apporter of the Conservative party ; 
his counsel also was a prominent member of the 
party ; and no matter how much the public, as 
well as Caldwell, might be inconvenienced, or 
how much the revenue of Ontario might suffer, 
the disallowance of the Bill must be secured. 
Accordingly McLaren petitioned the Minister 
of Justice, and ou the 17th of May, six weeks 
after the Bill had been assented to—without 
giving notice to the Uoveruroeut of Ontario, 
as Sir John MaedooaUl declared in 1868 should 
be done, and as had always before lweu done, 
aad without waiting for the pending decision 
of the Court of Appeal, given on July ‘8 fol
lowing against McLaruu*» claims—the Minister 
of Justice, the Hon. James Macdonald, recom
mended the disallowance of the Bill for the 
following reasons :—

L That it interfered with private righto.
?. That it was retrotqiective.
3. That it set aside a judgment of the Court.
Since then the Court of Appeal has held that 

McLaren could have no property in the stream, 
aud anyone could run hie logs over tho<e im
provements without paying a cent for the use 
of them, so that the last reason may he omit
ted. Since then, too, the Local Legislature 
lias again passed the Streams Bill, which has 
again been disabowed. No reasons have as yet 
been given, but we suppose they are the same 

as before. Regarding those we have but to re
mark

It ia quite clear that the disallowance of the 
Streams Hill was an outrage on Provincial 
right»—a blow at trie Provincial autonomy, the 
local self-government, the home rule, which 
lies at the basis of Confederation. Because, in 
the first place, it was within the competence of 
the Local Legislature. In the second place, it 
did not take away one man’s property and give 
it to another iu the sense of confiscation, for it 
gave ample compensation, as shown. In the 
third place, even if it hail, tin: Domiuiou Gov
ernment was wrung in disallowing it on the 
basis laid down by Sir John in 1868, aud ac
cording to the precedents of the last fifteen 
years. Aud in the 'ast place, many Acts inter
fere with the decisions of the Courts, but that 
does uot bring them within the cases laid down 
in 1868 as those in regal'd to which the prero
gative of disallowance should be exercised.

It is alleged that there are precedents which 
excuse this outrage, but they are not iu point.

However the best way of answering, and 
showing at the same trine the patriotic stand 
taken ou this matter by the Mvwat Atimiui»-. 
tratiou, is to quote Hon. Mr. Pardee's speech 
upon the matter, delivered at the last session 
of the Local Legislature : —
(A) UuN. MR. FARDEE ON TUE DISALLOWANCE 

qu RATION.

in the debate on the Address, on the 21st of 
January last, the lion. 1. 1* Pardee, Commis
sioner of Crown Lands, made an able and con
vincing speech upon tnii subject, of which the 
follow nig is a condensed report :—

He hud been u member of the House since Con
federation, and lie might *ay, without vgotism, 
that he had taken some part in its del derations, 
but he had iiu hesitation in sa v ing that at no time 
since Confederation Inal the S|wiech from the 
Throne contained such important questions as on 
the present, occasion. Two subject* referred to in 
that KjHicch the right of veto by the Dominion 
Government, and it* right to Lake away from On
tario no less than 1UO,UUO square mile* of territory 
rich in forests, minerals, end agriculture were 
two of the mont important queatinus that 
had been brought l«flore the House since 
1887. Upon the answer to one of these questions 
depended the maintenance of Provincial auton
omy and representation, and in a sense, respon
sible government ; and on the other depended the 
question whether or not Ontario shall U* deprived 
of one-half ol it* territory. It had been charged 
by lion."gentlemen opposite tliat the Government 
did wrong in introducing this firebrand, this apple 
of disconi. as it wa* called, into the address ; but 
were not these two questions the questions of the 
duy at the present time? If the Government bad 
not advised His Excellency to make reference to 
them, the country would hav'e demanded that 
they should give place to other* who would 
have 1 letter guarded the people s affairs. They 
were advised by bon. gentlemen op|k>site to dis
cuss this question calmly and in a judicial rather 
than a partisan spirit. It was his desire to con
sider it in tliat way, recognizing as he did the 
gravity of the position. Hut what did they mean 
by calmness ? Did they mean that they should 
go to the Dominion Government hat in hand and 
say, 44 Please do not disallow our mea*ures that 
we havethe right to lavs.-, aud we pray of you not 
to rob us ol our territory. If you do it might 
damage our prusjjects before the electors. But if 
you deem it absolutely necessary to the retaining 
of office at < )ttawa that our bills shall lie vetoed we 
shall have to make the best of it." (Cheers.) The 
(Government, however, did not prujmsu to deal 
with the question in that way, but in the vigor
ous, statesmanlike manner which the importance 
of the occasion demanded. The Opposition con
tended that the Dominion (Government had tlio 
right under the B. X. A. Act to review and dis
allow every bill on its merit*. This would in
clude municipal bills, bills relating to the rights 
of property, and ever)' other class of measures, 
and on all of these the Government claimed the 
right of disallowance according to their judgment, 
regardless of the fact whether or not the subject 
mutter was within the jurisdiction of the Provin
cial Legislature. This doctrine was a startling 
one. and he thought it was uot the constitutional 
doctrine as laid dow n by the B. X. A. Act, aud 
as established heretofore through a long series of 
years by constitutional usage between colonial 
legislation and the Imperial (Government, which 
rule and practice must lie the law and guide, and 
must prevail. He contended that prior to the 
time Sir John Macdonald prepared his report in 
1888 upon this subject the law and practice was 
clear, and uot to he mistaken, aud that r«|>ort and 
the Order iu Council based upon it was merely a 
collection in one pa|»er of the law on the subject 
to prevent misunderstanding. No one could lair- 
ly argue that according tv the spirit of the B. N. 
A. Act aud tlie spirit of the Constitution, any 
such power was given to the Dommiou Govern
ment. It would be found, on reading the Con
stitution, that the section which governs the sub
ject matter of the Streams Hill gives Ontario the 
exclusive nght tn legi*l»te iii*»n such a matter. 
On tumiutf to another section of the Act it would 
be feund that the right ie taken u way from the 
Dominion Parliament V» deal with the subject 
matter of tills Hill now under discussion. That 
being the case, wasit |x>s»ible to t>up|M»>e that the 
framers of that Act find gave the On
tario Legislature thx« exclusive right to 
deal with this question and took away the 
power of the Dominion Parliament to deal with 
it, and subsequently in the same Act gave the 
Dominion Government •lit* power to disallow tlie 
Bill? Section 36 of the B \. X. Act, which 
provides for the dinnllownnce of Dominion legis
lation bv the Imperiul Government, is the only 
etw-tiou in the Act r« lating to the question of dis
allowance at all, aud is the section widt h author
izes the disallowance of Provincial legislation by 
the Dominion Government. It will Ihi uoiicvd 
that there is no separate or other soctiuu uti this 
subject. Lut hy section 90 <»f the Act Section 58 is 
made to govern the question of diaalluwanco be
tween the Desaiamii aad the Psvuuue* mero»j

reducing the time from two years to one. It wae 
not pretended that the Imperial Government 
would have the right to disallow measures *-nart- 
ed hy the Dominion Government simply liecxuse 
they disapproved of them upon their merit* It 
wa* conceded that that time luvl long since r ond 
away. No di*all.iwance hail taken place by the 
lm;wri*l (Government of legi*lati«»n enacted by a 
<->lonial legi*!ature having representative and re- 
*iH>:i*ible government unless *i:ch legislation was 
contrary 6» law, or interfered w ith Imperial iu- 
terests. If it was trim and lion, gentlemen op- 
p-»*ite admitted it—that the Imperial (Govern
ment could nor conwtitutioiially disallow an Act 
similar to the Streams Act if passed by the l)o- 
minion Parliament, then as the section in tlie 
British North America Act as to disallowance be
tween tin* liiqierialandthe Dominion Government* 
and the Dominion and the Provinces xva* one and 
the same section, they were forced to put the 
same construction of law* tq*»n the jov. er of dis
allowance. (Cheer*.I It wa* laid down in tlie 
memorandum which Sir John Macdonald pre
pared in 188* tiiat no Provincial legislation could 
in* disallowed unless it was in whole or in part 
illegal, or unie** it rlanhed with Dominion legis
lation, or was detrimental to tin* interest* of the 
Dominion as a whole. Sir John went further, 
and said that even in tho*i case* where the legis
lation was w holly or in )>*rt lieyond Provincial 
jurisdiction, no disallowance should take place 
until tlie Government of the Province had re
ceived due notice and been afforded full opportu
nity of showing cause why the measuee «hoiild 
not be disallowed ; and in cane a decision to dis
allow was come to, the Provincial Government 
should be offered an opportunity of amending <-r 
repealing flfie objectionable Act. In this case 
there was no pretence that any notice wae given, 
and the first intimation the (Governmont had on 
the subject was through the Hail newspaper, un
less indeed it might be said that • statement 
made by a certain gentleman at Oegoode Hall 
was notice : and hero it would he own that tlie 
Ikirainiou (Government, In the face of the rule *v 
clearly laid down by Sir John Maodonald, 
thought it consistent with their dignity aud duty 
t» impart information in an important State mat 
ter between the Dominion and the Province to a 
solicitor m a cause before they even counmini-- 
cated to the Province the feet that the subject, of 
disallowance wa* under discussion. Tlie leader 
of the Opposition had asked what difference it 
would have made supposing the notice hud been 
given ? Perhaps it would not have made any 
difference. He feared that the fact of the i>t*r*on 
who had given such opposition to the Hill when 
it was before the House being so high 
aud fsiwerful a supporter of the Ottawa 
Government, and the further fact that his 
solicitor was likewise one of the shiest and 
strongest fronds of tliat ( internment, would have 
outweighed and overridden nay protest, however 
strong, tliat could have been made by this Gov
ernment. Hut the fact that no notice hod been 

j given naturally and reasonably created a suspi
cion that thorn was fear on the part of tho Ot
tawa Government that if thie Govoroment had 
been afforded an opportunity they would haw 
presented such reasons and arguments a* would 
have prevented disallowance, ami the question 
was forced upon their consideration, were there 
party purposes and party interests to serve ? If 
the people of this country once saw that the ex
ercise of the veto du|ieuded tqsm the amount of 
party pressure any or.e who thought themselves 
aggrieved could bring to bear, then, ho declared. 
Confederation was not worth ten years' purchase. 
(Applause.) Hon. gentiemen opposite ought to 
take the *aine comprehensive view of the que*- 
ti »n ai w a* taken oil hi* side of the House. Some 
time in the di*tent future lmu. gentlemen npp<>- 
site might ..ccupy seats to the right of the 
S|>e»ker in this House, and no doubt the present 
Government at Ottawa would not always occupy 
their present position, and there would be a 
Liberal < Government there. If all Acts of the na
ture of tiie one in question could lie disallowed 
upon a consideration of their merit*, or liecause 
the Dominion Government somewhat disagreed 
from their provisions, there was great danger of 
dissatisfaction and distrust arising among the 
jieople : if upon this question of disallowance 
everything depended upon party influence brought 
to U-ar upon tlie ( Ittnwa (Government, and would 
certainly have the effect at no distant day of 
shattering, and eventually destroying, our federal 
system. Hon. gentlemen would lie acting in a 
patriotic manner if they would on this grave issue 
lay aside party and join with the Liberals on this 
side of the House in their endeavour to try and 
establish the right* of the Province upon a clear
ly defined, legal, and constitutional basis. The 
past HJtion and record of him. gentlemens leader 
at Ottawa proved conclusively that he never 
claimed or considered that the Dominion Govern
ment find the right or jMiwer to disallow measures 
that were within our cum|>etency and jurisdiction 
to pas*. It would Ixi recollected that bills relat
ing to the Orange societies were passed l»v this 
Legislature in tlie year 1873, which bids w«*re re
served by tho Lieutenant-! Governor for the con 
nideratiuii of Hi* Excellency the Governor-! General 
in Council. What did Sir John Macdonald say 
in his rejxirt to the (Governor-General upon these 
hill* ? He would quote from Sir John’s own 
word* in that report, wdiich were a* follow* :— 
"If these Act* should again be ] tossed the Lieu- 
t -liant-Governor should consider himself bound to 
deal with them at once, and not ask Your Excel
lency to interfere in matters of Provincial concern, 
and solely and entirely within the jurisdiction 
and competence of the Legislature." Here it 
would be seen that Sir John not only considered, 
but in effect protested, that His Excellency 
should not even be asked to intervene iv matter* 
that were solely and entirely within the compe
tence and jurisdiction of this Legislature. If, 
then. Hi* Excellency «night not to be asked to in
tervene in such matters, n fortiori he ought' not to 
intervene when not asked. (Applause. ) In an
other somewhat celebrated case the Legislature 
s< une year* ago passed a bill in relation to tho 
(Goodhue estate which, it was alleged by 
many, charged that gentleman’s will. An ap
peal was made to Ottawa to have it disallowed, 
but .Sir John Macdonald, who was then Minister 
of .1 ustice, though not agreeing with the Act, re
fused to disallow it, upon tho ground tliat tho 
subject matter was within the competence and 
jurisdiction of this Legislature. Other case* 
might also lie cited, showing that not only Sir John 
Macdonald when he was Minister of Justice, but 
other Ministers of .1 ustice, invariably adopte«l 
this rule, which i* certainly the only constitution
al one. In the course of his speech during the 
Confederation debates Sir John Macdonald said 
on this subject :—" The ( General Government as
sume* towards the IxjcsI (Governments precisely 

| the same |to*itio!i a* the Imperial (Government 
1 hold* with re*jiect to each of the Colonies now." 
(Applause). Mr. Todd in hi* recent work on 
Parliamentary Government, speaking as to the 
rule of law prevailing between the Imijerial ami 
Colonial Legislatures, say* that the right of local 
self-government confers u|sm tlm L*»cul legisla
ture the j lower to determine absolutely all matter* 
of local concern. Hon. gentlemen might say that 
tliat only applied in matters between the Imper
ial Government and Colonial Legislature*, but lie 
proposed to show that the same rule of constitu
tional law applied to matter* between the IXmiin- 
ion Parliament and the Provincial Legislature*. 
Mr. l\«ld went on to say that the B. N. A. Act 
guorantees to every Province the right of local 
self-guverliment in all cane* within the com
petence of the Local Legislatures, and the 
Dominion must act in conformity with it. 
He now thought he had clearly shown to the 
House that according to the B. N. A. Act, which 
was our C«msfcituti«ni, and according to the high
est authorities on the relations between the Do- 
minion and the Province*, the Ikmiinion had no 
r ight to disallow Bills that were within the com
petency of this House to pass. He then proceed
ed to consider the excuses, not reason*, a* they 
were not worthy of tliat name, given by the Do
minion Government in attempting to justify tho 
disalloxvance of the Act. Would any one say 
they were reasons ? They were the result of a 
laboured attempt on the part of the Minister of 
Justice to make sotue semblance of justification 
for hi* action. One excuse was that the legisla
tion wiw retroactive, and interfered with a suit 
then js'iiding. Would any hou. gentleman pre
tend to say that they had not the right within 
pro|K»r limits to pass retroactive legislation ? Hut 
the (.Government of Sir John had not always ad
hered to thii rule, ami if not, then they must 
come to the conclusion that there was some mo
tive that inqielled the (Government at Ottawa to 
disallow this Hill other than a proper one. He 
would lie able to «how tliat when there wa# a 
(Government here in sympathy with the (Govern
ment at ( Ittawa this rule was thrown to the 
winds, uml legislation that was retroactive and 
that affected pending litigation wa* allowed to go 
into fence at Ottawa. A case in point :— 
He instanced the legislation relative to a former 
rtRbtrar ot the county «»f Bruce. It would he re
çu lvvtod that the registrar in question wa* dis
missed by tlie lat<- Sandfield Macdonald. The 
registrar ooutitided that such dismissal was ille
gal, ami that the Goveruuiont had not tho power 
t.«i make it, and brought hi* vase amt contention 
into the Court of Queen s Bench. • 1 jo ( \mrt de
cided that the dismissal was illegal, and that the 
office of the registrar wa* a franchise to be held 
during th«* good behaviour of the occupant.Under 
tlus UwusAtttt the registre* wee virtuaUjr reinstated

in hi* office. The case was taken to tlie Court of 
Appeal, ami while it was pending, an.I Is-fore any 
deciiiou could I«e arrived at by that Court, the 
Legislature, led by the late Sandfield Macdonald, 
pa*»ed a law which provide., that "every re/is- 
trar heretofore splinted or hereafter t«» U* ap- 
l*fhited shall hold office during pleasure only ’ 
Ho they had here a caso of the clearest and 
hroadret kind «»f retroactive legislation whi!.- a 
suit was in progress before the < '«not. mid yet thu 
measure was not disallowed by the Dominion 
Government.

Addressing himself to this branch »f the <a*e, 
he asked the genth-men opposite if they xverc not 
carrying their argument too far When he 1 Mi. 
Panlee) introduced tlie Stream* Bill m the ilo x* 
he said thst what the (Government promised to 
do was merely to explain the law. They were 
merely by that Act declaring what the law was. 
It wa* found thst the highest Court in Untirio 
had decided that the Bill was merely declsratofv 
«if w hat the law was at tlie time it wa* ps -.-d. 
Conservative* had been in the habit of «‘hnr .n# 
the Kefiirm i*artv with want of respect to the 
judges on the Bench, and here they were found 
pronouncing as outrageous a Bill which th- high 
est judges in the Province had declared tv im 
right. The Chief Justice had given it a* I,is 
opinion that the construction put iqion the law m 
Beale v. Dickson was legislation, not construc
tion.

Mr. MERcnrm— Where was the necessity for 
legislation if such was the nature of the Bill.

Mr. Paiidlk-Public and private intcred» !e- 
mamled that the people of tbi* country should 
have tlie means of bringing the wealth of their 
î-.rest» to market. It could only be hrout lit 
through the rivers and stream*, which ore th«s 
natural highways to market for our forest wealth. 
It wa* evident that if one man got )*wse-<.ion of a 
portion of the stream he was able to dictate to the 
public up«m what terms they should 1m* js-nnitted 
to float their timber over it, and refuse *iicli right 
altogether if he so pleased. Having found out 
what construction wa* lieing put «»u tho l:«w .ii 
this subject, it was impossible for the Gov
ernment to delay dealing with it. Cum
ing to the question of compensation pro
vided in the Bill, he proposed to #li<fs to 
the Hmiie that it was ample and just . .
respect. And that was the main cause of the Bill 
hav iug Iweu dinalhfwed. Only fancy the Minister 
of Justice of thu Dominion Gov«*rnniunt ilualloa- 
ing a Bill pas*e«l in tlie legislature of Ontario by 
a majority of thirty odd members, on tlie g. omul 
that tiie metlvxl <>{ com jw usa tion was not in ac
cordance with his view. The case was not such 
as wouhl justify or warrant the Government in 
buying uu the improvements, and tin- Bill provid
ed the fullest ami most ample and complete com
pensation to the «iwmers of these improvements. 
What wa* the nature of tliat compensation ? It 
was provided tliat tolls should lie levied, and in 
fixing these tolls they were to take into considera
tion the cost of the improvements, the interest on 
the money, and the cost from year to year uf 
maintaining them, in order that the compensation 
might lie fully complete. Wa* not that ample 
provision, or was it such as to justify the Minis
ter <>f .1 ustice in saying it w'as so inadequate as to 
call for disallowance. Mr. Justice Burton, who 
dissented from the judgments, in dealing with thu 
«fue-dion of compensation, had expressed hun*<-h 
as follows:—“In the main apjioal I am pleased r«> 
find tliat the other members of the (’-ourt have 
seen th«‘ir way to the allowance of the appeal, usa 
contrary conclusion could not have been otherwise 
than disastrous t«i one of the most important in
dustries ué tiie iMuinion. The result is the pub
lic Isicouie entitled to use the plaintiff'* improve
ment# without conqiensatinn, which wa# must pro
perly secured to him under the Act which has 
recently ln*en «lisallowed. (Cheers.) Hen- was 
one oft he ablest judges of the highest Court in 
Ontario Having that the compensation xva# 
most projieriv *ecured by that Act, yet hon. gen 
tlewit-n contended that tlie Act was unjust in thi? 
renpect« and sufficiently so to justify a Minister 
of Jii*tice in recommending its ilisalJowauce. 
(MV, lit«ar. I

Another iiujiortaut point regarding the Bill 
lion, gentlemen seeuiod to overlook. It was in
troduced early in the session, but at the request 
of hon. gentlemen «ippusite the second reading 
xx as delayed week after week to «mal.Ie them to 
ascertain the feeling of the lumbermen and the 
«Irift of public opinion regarding it. The lum
bermen of Ontario were sn intelligent arid *hr«-w«l 
cla**> «»f men, and yet, notwithstanding all thu 
delay ond the fact that thev were appeal»*! to 
and copie# of the Bill were sent them, not a 
singh* jietition or protest against tiie poasag** of 
the Bill was presented to that Mouse, and unless 
the protest came from Mr. McLaren, not n u.um
ber of the House received a complaint against tiie
provision* ol the Bill. ftopinum. Wbat
more conclusive evidence than that ct> ild they 
have to prove that the people ot thi- corn try dû- 
luanded such an Act? Would it not hu\e b««*u 
*up|x>sed at all events that the Dominion G- v«*rn- 
ment wouhl have taken more care in consuli-riiig 
it* disallowance, and have asked if anv |jetitiona 
hud been presented to the finite against it. 
W hen it was certain that the Bill would ) ass 
through the H«iuse and Ik*c«iUi« law the cry <-tine 
from hon. geittleiii«in opposite, “ The Act will 
disallowed when it goes to Ottawa,” ami that 
threat xva* doubtless inspired by a gentleman 
who knew his political power ot (ittawa. Thera 
w;w a Bill passed by this House some year# ago 
at the instance of this very Mr. McLaren. (Hear, 
hear.) Mr. McLaren owned certain timber limits 
in tin: East, and h«- *«ip{Ht*exl ho luvl a right to all 
the timber on thu road allowrance* which were in
cluded in the surveys. He cut tin* timber on 
those rood allowances, but it xva- claimed 
by the municipality, aud they wont to law 
alx>ut it and got a judgment of i\ court 
against McLaren tor the value of the timber. Ti e 
H«'ii. Mr. Richanl*. sitting in this House, and at 
the time Commissioner of Grown Lands, intro
duced a Bill nt tho requ«*st of McLaren f«ir the 
purpose «if relieving him of that judgment. That 
was *x post facto legislation indeed. W ho would 
now' say that McLaren, a man uf great wealth, 
was not able to <x>ntrol (Government# ? Th»*y 
found linn at one time controlling a Government 
in Ontario, and at another n Government at Ut- 
tuwa. He deemed tiie action of the Dominion 
Government in disalhiwimr the StnMun* Act a 
blow at representative, and in a «anse at respon
sible, (Government. He understood up t«> this 
time that the members of this Hoiiao were re
sponsible to the country for the legislation they 
enacted. That was what he understood by re
sponsible government. But he fourni that was 
not the case at all. Instea«l of l**ing responsible 
to tlm ^ssfiile the venue was changed, anil they 
were simply responsible to the Dominion Gov- 
eminent. (Loud applause.) Let them suppo-e 
that it wa* a Conservative Cabinet at Ottawa 
which *at in judgm«‘nt on all the Acts of this 
present Legislature, and that the iieople tu<«k the 
Ontario Administration to task for what they 
hud done. It would lie with them to say, “ Uur 
Acts cannot have been wrong because the friend# 
of the Ontario Opposition at Ottawa have passed 
upon them and approved of them or they wouhl 
have disallowed them." lie said, therefore, tliat 
w hen they went to the people and were charg' d 
with bad legislation, they might consistently 
shield themselves liehind the Dominion Govern
ment ntul say, ** The Bills you c«>mplaiu of w«?ie 
allowed by that (Government."

In the argument that the principle of resjionsi- 
ble government was preserve* l Iswause the Do
minion Government were responsible to tlie pt-v 
pie, the resixuisiVility of the Local Government 
was ignored altogether. It wqiod them out aud 
did not leave them even the status of a County 
Council, because there was no power which coul«i 
review County Council legislation, and allow or 
iisallow it on its merits when it U within the 
provisions of the Act creating such Council. Ho 
would revert to the theory uf hon. gentlemen op- 
jHwite, that responsible government wa# preserved 
ueenuhti the Dominion Government were ru^iousi- 
hle to the people. He would put tiie case ot a 
measure relating to Ontario beiug passed by tins 
House aud disallowed at Ottawa. Supposu tlie 
people of Ontario condemned the action of th# 
Ottawa authorities and returned to the House vi 
Commons a majority of her reuresentativ#* 
pledged to that condemnation, nut assuming 
tliat a number of other Provinces having no m- 
terebt in the disallowed legiwlation returned a 
number of members sufficient to wi|>e out the On
tario maj«irity, then what would become of the 
resfMmsihility of the Dominion Government to 
the people of tbi# Province.

In conclusion he asked which party, or the 
course of which |iarty, wa* likely to prove most 
detrimental, he would not say treasonable, to ti e 
liest interests of the country ? Wa# it the party 
which would not sur'rentier tho rights of Ontario, 
or the party which admitted the power of the Ot
tawa Government to interfere with those lights 
end supported that Government in such interfer
ence? (Cheers.) He would, once more, before 
taking his seat, make an earnest appeal to Ins 
lion, friends opposite, to stand true to Ontario » 
right* and interests, which w ere of nu.-h vital im- 
IHirtance to her future existence and welfare 
rights and interests which overshadow all panv 
considerations, and for which any man aud* any 
leader would be justified, if nwessarv, in severing 
from his party in order to maintain them.

Tho hon. gentleman then reeuiuedln* seat omul 
, loud aad pralee^ed aaplanea,


