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OxE of Dr. Guthrie’s rules for preaching was: < Mind the three
«Pg’ : Proving, Painting, Persuading. In other words, addressin
overy discourse the reason, the imagination, and the heart.”

0f the “‘painting” we are to be not a little on our gnard. The
art that seeks to adorn the truth sometimes sacrificesit, by giving to
it false features or tints : what may be fitting in the department of illus-
tration misleads when it invades that of pure demonstration or defini-
tion. Here the one law is rigid exactness. Burke used to say that
the words of & sentence.are the feet on which it walks ; to change one
word, to shorten or lengthen it, or alter its place in the sentence, may
change the whole course of the sentence itself.

In some things, accuracy is so indispensable that a hair's-breadth
distinetion may be vital, as in astronomical caleviations the minutest
fraction of an inch must be marked by the micrometer. For g soldier
itis of the first importance to understand his ** orders” ; and for an am-
bassador, both toapprebend and comprehend his ¢ instructions.” The
chorch is & mulitant body and at the same time an embassy, or, ag
Leland would say, an embassadry. Too much pains, therefore, cannot
be taken to get clear conceptions of the orders and instructions of our
Captain and King.

In this article we propose to begin at the beginning—to go back to
first principles. If there be any misconceptions of the Mission and
Commission of the church, in respect to the world's cvangelization,
here is the point at which to make our corrections, adjust the varia-
tions of our compass, and start anew. The four Gospels, at their
close, present our Liord’s last command from four points of view ; taken
together, it is like a building presented with a four-fold projection.
In some respects these various versions of our Lord’s great commission
sgree ; in others ihey differ, but it is like the disrord of the seventh.
(st leads to harmony ; their differences supplement and complement
wchother. For convenience of comparison, we place them side by
side,
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Our accepted version fails to convey the exact force of the original,
Wor example, Matthew uses a peculiar word—(uafprevears)—which s
rendered perfectly neither by the word ¢“teach,” nor by the word
¢ disciple 3 the former means too little, the latter means too much.
Another word used by our Lord, alittle later in these-farewell instrue-
tions—(dSedusxovres)—is properly translated <“teaching,” for it refers
to o fuller didactic training of those who believe and so become dis-
viples; it contemplates the more perfect equipment of converts, their
thorough knowledge of all the commands of Jesus, and their prepara-
tion for service. But that first word looks to no such didactic process,
It marks a swifter movement, a briefer proclamation. Christ urges on
his heralds—they are to sweep round the globe and trumpet forth the
good news ; then, when converts have been gathered, he would have
them taught the way of God more perfectly.

Our mistake is fundamental and initial if we confuse and confound
preaching and teaching, evangelization and indoctrination. The first
thing to be done is to peal out the joyous tidings of salvation. Men
arcasleep, dead insin : they must be aroused, awakened. When ahouse
iz on fire, a ship is on a rock, a pestilence is raging or an avalanche is
fulling, we canuot wait to give minute instructions. We need the
clarion blast of Gabriel’s trump—*¢“escape for thy life!” Then, when
the peril is past, we can take time for whatever else is needful, to pro-
vide for other wants or guard against other risks. So the herald must
precede the teacher ; the evangelist prepares for the catechist ; Paul
first, thon Priscilla and Aquila.

That word in Matthew (uadyrevsare) is not adequately translated,
¢‘disciple,” or ¢~ make disciples.”” This means too much. Only Tle
who can ¢“forgive sins ” can ‘‘ make a disciple.” We may ““go™ and
¢“preach the gospel,” we may become heralds, evangelists; but when
wo have done our best and utmost, we may be constrained, like the
great messinnic herald of old, to ery: ¢“Lord who hath believed our
report! And to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed ! ”

That word we are discussing does not imply any necessary cffective-
ness,  In classic Greek it means to give instraction such as a pupl
needs; it isclose of kin to another word (pavfasw) which means ‘“‘to
learn,” As used by our Liord it can scarcely be rendered ¢ disciple,” for,
though wo may gather disciples out of the nations, we cannot “disci-
ple the nations” themselves. So to render obliges us to carry the
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aame literalism further and place our Lord in the absurd position of
bidding us also to “baptize the nations!” There are some who
think that this word does not refer to the first stage—preaching the
anxpel —Dbut to the second, trainingdisciples ; and that our Lord is here
commissioning his church to gather converts from all peoples, and then
haptize and fully instruet them. However this be, if we look at the
four Gospels jointly, we shall see that one thought 18 uppermost; we
are to go into all the world and everywhere publish the tidings. If
Matthew's words leave us in doubt, Mark, Luke, and John dispel 1t.
As they report Christ’s words, they are unequivocal. ¢¢Go !”—¢ pro-
claim the gospel ”—¢¢ Repentance and remission of sins” to be ¢ pro-
claimed in His name among all nations.” ¢¢Even so send I you.”
«These things are wr 1tten that ye might believe ”—¢‘and believing
have life through Hisname.” Andin the opening of the Acts, Luke adds
a fifth version: <“ Ye shall be thnesses unto me, unto the uttermost
parts of the earth.”

We often carelessly say that the church is commissioned ““to con-
vert the world.” The phrase is not seriptural, and we fear it is at
least misleading. We may insure contact, but we cannot assure con-
version ; and if we are powerless to effect it, we are not responsible for
it. The use of this word, convert, and its equivaleats in the Bible, is
very significant.  Often as it occurs it is generally used passively or in-
transitively.  ¢“Shall be converted,” * ¢‘lest they convert” $—or turn,
ete. In Acts xxvi : 18, a proper grammatical construction compels us
to render intransitively, ¢ that they may turn about,” ete. James
usesthe word transitively,] but he refersto the reclamation of errving
disciples; ““brethren if any of yow do err from the truth and one
convert him,” ete.  And the change of voice is especially noticeable in
Psalm li: 13

“Then will I teach transgressors thy ways;
And sinners shall be converted unto thee.”

Here the very distinction is preserved which we would emphasize:
we may teach transgressors, but we cannot convert them. Of course
conversions have followed and will follow the proclamation of the
gospel ; but not even the most devoted herald can assure them. We
are thus careful to lay down the platform of principles upon which we
are to carry on the work of evangelization, because we dare not add to,
or snbtract from, the exact terms of our divine mission and commission.
This is no case of a distinction without a difference. On the con-
trary, we are persuaded that upon our thorough acceptance of this
Biblieal basis hangs the proper prosecution of the whole work of
evangelization. And therefore we now proceed to show seven vital
relations which such a conception of evangelism bears{v the believer’s
work for souls.

*Palmlit13, tIsaiahvi:10. % Jamesv:19,20,
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L. The limits of our commissior. are the limits of owr awthor.
ity.

Paul writes ! ¢ We are ambassadors for Christ.” An ambassador ig
one who represents another ; who acts in the stead of a sovereign,
Within the limits of his instructions he carries all the authority of the
monarch, the empire, the government, whicl. he represents. But tle
moment he passes the bounds of those instructions, he transcends also
the limits of his authority and may even forfeit his commission. It is
therefore vital that we understand our commission in order that we
may always act and speak with authority. Here is a whole provinee in
God’s aniveirsal empire in armed rebellion. 'We who are believers are
s* * .0 offer to every rebel pardon and reconciliation ; as though God
a'd beseech by us, to pray them in Christ’s stead, to be reconciled to
God. We are to declare the conditions of such reconciliation and
restoration, but we cannot compel any rebel to lay down his arms and
submit to God. Nor is this our province. Our authority is explicit:
we are empowered to publish the good tidings throughout the world ;
there our anthority begins and ends. So loug as we confine ourselves
to that, behind us, backing up our message, stands the whole Godhead !
But the moment we begin to think of it as our work to ‘“convert™
men, we are tempted to tamper with the gospel, to abate its seeming
severity, to make it more attractive ; or even to invade the province of
the Holy Spirit and seek to move directly upon the unrenewed heart
and will.

It is a dangerous business, this trying to induce men to consent to
the gospel. Paul refers to this perhaps when he says, * We are not as
many who corrupt—(xarylsvovres)—adulterate the word of God.™*
These kapéloi, or hucksters, tavern-keepers, were notorious for adul-
terating their commodities, for the sake of large sales and selfish gains,
What a temptation to the gospel preacher to soften the severity of the
terms, for the sake of winning men! <“How much owest thou unto
my Lord ?” ¢‘An lundred measures of oil.” ¢ Take thy bill and
write fifty.” What a snare to the church to accommodate her spiritual
standard to the natural heart and become worldly, to draw the worldly!
What a temptation to count converts and justify as legitimate the
means by which their number is swelled to new proportions!

Now, be it remembered that, if, even for the sake of drawing men to
God, the ambassador adds to or diminishes aught from his message, he
no longer speaks with authority. Rebels may be induced to yield on
our terms or their own terms ; but until there is submission on God's
terms there is no reconciliation! The only way to keep out of the
clutch of this subtlest satanic temptation is to keep steadily before us
that our work is evangelization rather than conversion. Let us preach
the gospel just as our Lord has bidden us, and just as he gave it to us

?2Cor. 117,
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to preach; then we speak with all the authority and power of God be-
hind us. But however much we may yearn over souls, we must keep
to our instructions, lest passing them we not only forfeit all authority,
but betray the souls we seek to save.

11, The limits of owr comumission are the hmzts also of owr
responsibility.

That word, responsibility, is full of awe. How far are we held ac-
countable for the souls of others? When is their blood on our skirts,
and when is it no longer required at our hand? To be held to answer
for the final loss of one soul is a load that no believer can bear ; Paul’s
exclamation gets thousand-fold emphasis: ¢ Who is sufficient for these
things I’ But, thank God ! it is not so. We need look 1o further than
that gospel in Ezekiel to learn the law of responsibility.* Origiually
God alone was responsible, for he only had power tosave, or even knowl-
edge of salvation. When he appointed ambassadors and committed to
them the message, that éransferred responsibility to them. "The
messenger becomes a mediator : having the good tidings and being
commissioned to stand between God and the dying souls of men. Now
observe, that from the moment the gospel is fully and faithfully pro-
chimed, responsibility is adain transferred to the hearer! In
every step and stage of this process and progress, the transfer of,
knuwledge implies the transfer of obligation. The wicked is warned ;
he may not be won ; but the watchman is free of blame.

The moment the gospel herald becomes unduly anxious about its
receptiony, he risks forgetting his own work and intruding upon that
of the hearer, and of the Holy Ghost. Perhaps he loses courage, bold-
ness, peace. He begins to doubt and distrust not himself only but
God. He is mixing up his owr recponsibility with that of those to
whom he speaks. In other words, the herald reproaches himself with
the heedlessness of his hearers ; the ambassador, with the perversity of
his sovereign’s foes. No! blessed be God, to dischurge our duty, by
carnestly and lovingly preaching the gospel, is to be discharged of all
fmher responsibility.

Psul had passion for souls—¢‘great heaviness and continual sorrow
ofheart ’—could wish himself ‘‘accursed from Christ, for his brethren.”
Surely no cold heart, no mere sense of duty, goaded him on. Yet
when, at Antioch in Pisidia, those ‘“brethren” ¢ judged whemselves
unworthy of everlasting life, and even raised persecution against him,
hie ** shook off the dust of his feet,” in solemn token that he shook off
all responsibility for their condemnation, and departed ; and at Mile-
tus he said to the Ephesian elders, ‘I take you to record this day
that I am pure from the blood of all men ; for I have not shunned to
declare unto you all the counsel of God ! ”

We may be as faithful as Paul, but all we can do at our best will

* Ezekiel xviil,, xxxiii.
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not, of itself, insure one convert or disciple. It will still be true as of
him : ¢“ Some believed the things which were spoken, and some be-
lieved not.” Some, “‘ever leurning will never come to the full knowl-
eage of the truth.” Not a few will become gospel-hardened, which is
worse than sin-hardened. But Paul’s duty was done irrespective of
how many believe and obey. The limits of our commission and of our
responsibility must ceincide ; and because conversion is not our com-
mission. for conversion we are not held accountable.

1II. The limits of our corvmission are the Saugde of our sic-
cess.

We are constantly tempted by Satan, and by our own carnal hearts,
to weigh in human scales and to measure by worldly standards, the
results of our work. Not only in the world, but, alas ! in the church,
the satanic spirit is abroad, that dares to ask that supremely selfish
question : Do missions pay? In thisinquiry lurks a latent heresy.
It assumes that we are capable of estimating results ; still worse, it im-
plies that our estimate of results may lawfully affect our obligation,
Both these premises are radicallv uusound. The tendency is to walk
not by faith but by sight, and to judge by appearances ; and, because it
fosters this tendency, onr whole system of statistical reburns is mislead-
ing and perniciously liable to abuse. Is a minister of Christ to be
judged by the number of converts he gathers in & given year or the
amount of money he secures to tkhe Boards?

Away with such standards of success! The most important work
upon the:famous Eddystone is not visible, even at low tide. For a
few hours each day patient workmen labored, anchoring to the rocks
those immovable blocks on which rises and rests that symmetricu. cone
that Smeaton built. That work was slow and is now unseen ; yet, but
for that work. there would be no ‘“Laus Deo” graven on the face of
that beacon which etill ~tands, after 130 years, off Ramhead, ¢‘to give
light and to save life.”” It wasnot the quick explosion at Hell Gate
that cleared the channel ; but the long under-w:..er toil of miners who
wrought out of sight and hearing. The first fourteen years at 'Luhiti
passed without one convert or sign of success ; yet on the work of thos:
fourteen years rose the structure of Polynesian missions I' There were
nearly fifty yeors of fruitless toil among the Telugus before the *¢ Lone
Star” at Ongole blazed forth like the sun ; but then in one year there
were ten thousand converts, and the Lone Star bucame 2 coustellation.
Tsaiah’s barren ministry prepared the way for Paul’s iruitful evangel-
ism. Captain Allen Gardiner’s death at Tierra del I'uego was the
burial of a seed that in the next generation bore such fruit that eveu
Charles Darwin declared that he ¢ could not have believed that all the
missionaries in the world ? could have wrought such results.

Giod leaves none of Iis faithful servants to spend their strength for
paught, Our work ic his work ; it is from him, for him, with him, ip
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Lim ; aud hence there can be no failure, but we mus: never attempt to
gauge our success by apparent results. If faithful, our reward is sure,
though ““all day long * we stretch forth pleading hands ¢ to a disobedi-
ent and gainsaying people.” The Master himself was ¢ despised and
rejected of men;”” ““ he came unto his own possessions and his own
people received him not.” ¢ The disciple is notabove his Master, nor
the servant above his Lord.” But the fact is we are incapable of
measuring our own success. To estimais results requires omniscience,
omnipresence, eternity. In all work there are three stages : prepara-
tory, intermediate, ultimate ; the preparciory is often the most tedious
and prolonged, where the ultimate is most glorious, Man, noblest of
animals, is most helpless at first and slowest to develop. The fields of
the world that have yielded the greatust harvests have been longest in
the preliminary tillage. God’s true missionary goes where he sends
him and does what he bids him ; and he succeeds, though all he may
do is to plow up the hard ground and gather out the stones and
leave a fair field for the sower. And in God’s eyes many a man wuo,
by the armful or wagon-load, brings sheaves to the garner, is only
reaping from others’ sowing.

IV. The limits of our instructions set limits to our fleld and
work.

Christ says: ““The field is the world,” and no part of it is to be left
wtilled and wnsown. If we wait to ‘“convert” our hearers, we shall
never put our working force into the whole field. Just here has
been the gre & mistalee of the cluwrch even in her missionary era !
(‘hrist’s priaciple is DIFFUSION ; our practice is CONCENTRATION. We
emphasize conversion, while he emphasizes evangelization ; and soour
Luman philosophy counsels us fo convert as we go, and so increase
the converting force. The effect is that we keep tilling a few little
corners of the world-field, sowing them over and over, until the soil
loses power to yield, while tracts a thousand miles square have never
vet borne the tread of thesower! Even disciples are asking, ¢“ Are
there not heathen enough at home, that we send the flower of our
vouth to the onds of the earth?

But who was He who said, ¢“ Go ye into ail the world ? ” There will
always be heathen at home, and in var churches too—the worst sort of
heathen, who have heard so long without heeding that the word will
never bear fruit in theirhearts, .o soil in equatorial Africa is half so
hard for the gospel-plow as the respectable sinners in our home
congregations.  London has to-day a thousand more missionaries than
the whole church supportson the foreign field ; andso long as we hold
that our commission is to convert men rather than to preach the
zospel to all men, this radical error will confront us in our methods.
But so soon as we accept our mission and commission as world-wide
evangelization, leaving to our Commaader the time and way of the
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final world-wide victory, weshallsee the folly of our philosophy and be
guided by the wisdom of God. Then we shall spread our force over
the whole ficld ; we shall cease to compare respective fields, and mass
our forces upon those which promise the quickest, largest harvests ;
we shall simply obey our Master and leave all the rest with him.

We write with calm pen, when we write down the mistake of the
church as radical. Itis our solemn conviction that we must change
our emphasis from converting men to evangelizing them. While
weo wait for long-tilled fields to bear fruit in converts, ether fields, vast
and wholly untilled, yield harvest after harvest of death. After nine-
teen centuries, our labors are practically limited to perhaps one-tenth
of the actual world-field. Meanwhile, generation after generation has
come upon the stage of human history, and passed into the darkness
of the unknov.a world, in ignorance of the gospel. Since our Lord
arose and ascended, not less than fifty such generations, aggregating
probably twenty t'mes the present populatior of the globe, have lived
and died. And yet, there are nearly a thousand millions now living
who have never heard the pure gospel. So long as the church turned
all her forces into the home feld, the dark ages were upon her ; and
when she sent forth her heralds to light up the death-shade in lands
afar, her own morning began to dawn ; and so the last century, which
has been the missionary century, has been the century of greatest
growth to Christendomitself. Should we nultiply the force in foreign
fields a hundred-fold, there would be a thoasand-fold increase at home.

V. The limits of our commiission set the bounds to our lawful
expectation.

If for the conversion of the world we labor and look, the presert
prospect is, it must be confessed, somewhat disheartening. The
Christian Church has had nineteen centuries as her working-period,
and out of 1,500,000,000 of inhabitants, has only about 30,000,000
Protestant church-members. After a century of modern missions,
with over one hundred missionary societies, some 300 translations of
the Gospels, some 6,000 missionaries in the field, and an annual ex-
penditure of over ten millions of dollars, we have but a million and a
half of convertsto show. The territory of Brahminism and Buddhism
has been invaded, but never pervaded. As yet, Confucianism mocks
our efforts, and Islamism defies us at its central strongholds. We are
making very slow progress in converting the world ; and even ‘¢ Chuis-
tian nations” do such unchristian things that they are sometimes, by
their trafficin rum and opiunm, and in the bodies and souls of men, the
chief hinderances of the missionary. Meanwhile, the increase of pop-
ulation far outruns us, and leaves our proselytism and propagandism
hopelessly in the rear. No wonder the ¢¢ pessimists” are trinmphant.

This is one way of looking at the aspect and prospect. But what if
this be the wrong point of view? What if our Lord has only com-
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missioned us to go everywhere and preach his gospel, and leave to him
to work his wonders when, and whese, and as he will? What if
our work be simply to obey his last command—to scatter broadcast,
and in every field, theseed of the Word ; nay, everywhere to bury our-
gelves as the good seed of the kingdom, content, if so he wills, to die
and so bring forth fruit when we can no longer seoit? What if, even
in this ¢ evangelistic era,” the church is still making the strange mis-
take of not yet planning and preparing for that world-wide occupation
which he enjoined nearly two millenniums ago?

It is not enough to work, or even to work for God and for sonls.
Only when we work under his direction, and as he directs, do reward
and blessing come. Never was mission or commission more clear and
emphatic : ¢“Go ye into all the world and preacl the gospel to every
creature.” €€ This gospel must first be preached in all the world for a
witness among all nations ; and then shall the end come.” He who, in
his impatience at the ‘‘miserable contracting lines of pessimism,” says
ssthere is no ‘preaching the gospel as a witness,” here,” surely forgets
that theseare the very words in which our Lord himself announces and
defines the work of the present dispensaticn.

There may be disappointment, even to a disciple, whenever his ex-
pectation is based upon an unscriptural foundation. Our wish is often
father, not only to our thought but to our hope. Within the limits of
our instructions must we find the entire territory of our assured expect-
ancy. When hope plants her feet upon the promises of God, her
standing-place is firmer than the eternal hills; and when she plumes
her wings with the promises, there is no limit to her upward flight.
But only those expectations ripen into fruiiion which spring from some
seed of his word.

V1. The limits of our concinission set #le limits of the Spirit's
blessing.

Only in the way of periect obedience can be found perfect blessed-
ness. The Spirit of God is the Spirit of love, joy, peace, and power.
If we find that we lack confidence and courage in God, contentment
in our work, passion for souls, and unction in our message, it may be
well to ask, are we in the way of duty ? God hath given the Holy
Ghost ¢“ to them that obey him.” o those who ‘“love” him and
¢ keep his words” Christ has promised that mysterious inward revela-
tion of his personal indwelling. It cannot be a matter of little con-
sequence to get a clear, full, exact apprehension of just what our Lord
would have us to do.

Both the teaching of the Word and the testimony of the ages unite
in this great lesson to the church : that only so far and so fast as the
working force is dispersed over the whole field, and the gospel is wit-
nessed unto every nation and every creature, will the last and greatest
Pentecost of history be fully realized. The primary question is not
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one of rival fields, whether ¢ home  or ¢ foreign” ; not of saving our
great cities or saving our own land. It is primarily a matter of im-
plicit and immediate obedience t¢ Christ. Our mission knows no
limits but the limits of the command, which are the liszits of the world
and of time. Solongas one human creature has not yet heard the
message, our duty as messengers is not done, however many who have
heard remain yet unconverted. Our Master stands with imperative
finger poirting to unoccupied fields; and while one such ig¢ left, he
has not been fully obeyed and the Spirit will not be fully outpoured.

We believe this and therefore we must speak. Though sadly conscious
of feebly stemming a tide that with tremendous cnergy of movement
sweeps the other way, we here record our solemn conviction that the
church has yet to take up thiswork of missions in dead earnest. These
unoccupied fields will never k¢ taken possession of in Christ’s nane
until the only ground of discrimination between one field and another
is their comparutive destitution. Whether near or far, those whose
need is most extreme, and whose ignorance is ost appalling, have the
first claim. The drift of the day is toward concentration on the most
hopeful, and even the nearest fields. Hence remote heathen and de-
graded pagan peoples are neglected ; the question is soberly raised
whether it be right to blast the very bloscoms of our highest Christian
civilization in the furnzce of African fever ; whether it be not waste to
send such women as Rorriet Newell, Mrs. Grant, Mrs. Judson, Mrs,
Gorden, to Oriental pagau+and South Sea cannibals; and hundreds of
Christiuns quote with relish the sneer of Dickens, who makes Mrs.
Jellyby look past the misery of her own houschold and neighborheod
to sigh over Borioboola Ghu!

For a century the Spirit has poured his fullest blessing on fumilies,
churches, and schools of the prophets, whence have gone the lurgest
bands of laborers to fieldsremote. The paradox of modern church life
is this: Apparent depletion ends in richest repletion ; the most libe.al
gifts of men and money to farthest fields are the signal for the must
rapid replenishment at home. Here is the key to the paradox: the
Holy Spirit rewards obedience. Should we recall the 6,000 forcign
missionaries tu re-enforce the home-fields, it would bring to those ver;
fields the curse of barrenness. Should we. on the contrary, distribute
the whole force equally and imparticlly, with strict reference to the
vast extent and awful need of the whole field, such blessing would
come upon ficlds nearest home as never has been known. Of church
life, as of individual hfe, it is true :

¢ There is that scattereth aud yet increaseth :
And there is that withholdeth more than is meet,
But it tendeth to poverty.”

VII. The limits of our commission become the bounds of our

satisfaction and joy.
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What is the ultimate ground of our rejoicing? There is a higher,
broader basis for our serenity and satisfaction than even the number of
souls saved, viz.: that we have done the will oy God. He who, to
Thessalonian converts, wrote : ““Ye are our glory, and joy, and crown
of rejoicing,” wrote also to the Corinthians: ¢ Now thanks be unto
(God, who at all times leadeth us about in triumph in Christ, and mak-
eth manifest the fragrance of the knowledge of him, through us,
every place ; for we are a grateful odor of Christ, unto God, both in
those who are being saved and in thuse who wre being lost,”* ete.

Here is another paradox, but it contains the decpest philosophy. It
is the most emphatic reminder that our joy is not confined to our suc-
cess in saving souls. Paul was driven out of place after place, perse-
cuted, scourged, imprisoned, stoned and left for dead; but just as
truly where he wasrejected, as where he was “rveceived asanangel of God,
even as Christ Jesus,” he joyed in God, for he was a steward of the
gospel, and ‘it is required in stewards that a man be found faithful.”
Observe, ““ faithful,” not successful. Hemaysow the seed and till
the field but cannot assure an abundant crop, or any crop. Some seed
Satan’s fowls may <catch up as soon as sown ; other sced may fall on
shallow soil oramong thorns; but however fruitful or fruitless, whether
it yields nothing or an hundred-fold, the faithful sower has the same
reward.

No man, whose eye is on apparent victory or seeming success, can un-
lock Paul’s paradox. The gospel proves its divinity m this, that no
heaver can be indifferent to it. It grapples with his convictions,
affections, conscience. It compels consideration and decision, one way
or other, and hence every gospel appeal leaves him better or worse.
Those who substitute for the gospel something else, and amuse or
entertain with intellectual and moral essays, may leave men very much
as they find them. But every man who preaches Clirist—who reasons
of righteousness, temperance, and a judgment to come—either lifts
men higher orsinks them lower. The gospel must proveeither a lever
oraload. “To hear such truth inevitably softens or hardens, saves or
damns. In the vegetable world the samo conditions that so favor
growth where life exists—light, heat, moisture, and nutrition—also favor
rapid decay where life does not exist or develop. And so the gospel
either begets life or breeds eath ; and proves itself the power of rod
by the savor of death as truly as by the savor of life.

It is an awful thought but a true one: Every sorl that without
exeuse goes at Jast into outer darkness, as having heard but not having
hweded the gospel, is as truly a proof of the preacher’s udelity and as
really a trophy of God’s trinmph as is a soul sased by repentance and
faith. Therefore it is that as we go forth to cvangelize the world we
rejoice alike in victory and in defeat, for in both alike God is leading

*3Cor i 1416,
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us in trinmph in Christ. Whether men are saved and send up the
fragrance of life ; or whether, lost, they send up the stench of death,
He will recognize and reward the fidelity of which both the saved and
the lost are alike witnesses. This cry of ¢ victory ” has long been
Satan’s device to mislead and discourage God’s saints. It tempts us
to press on where triumph seems to beckon, and to halt and even re-
treat where defeat scems to threaten. It tempts us to ‘“number the
people ” and gauge success by figures; nay, tolet down the gospel stand-
ard in hopes of easier and quicker victory. It leads an English Canon
to set pounds sterling over against the sterling worth of souls, and, be-
cause the sums expended seem large and the converts gathered seem
few, to cry, like Judas, *“ To what purpose is this waste?” It betrays us
into hopelessness and heartlessness when our words seem to avail nuth-
ing in winning couls, and it has driven not a few workmen from the
field altogether because God’s blessing seemed withheld from their
work. )

Let no one therefore tell us that it is & matter of indifference
whether we go forth expecting to convert the world, or only to evange-
lize the nations. Within the limits of our commission we are to find
also the limits of whatever elseismost vital. Here we find the warrant
of our authority, the measure of our responsibility, the standard of our
success, the definition of our field and work, the goal of our expecta-
tion, the assurance of the Spirit’s blessing, and the broad basis of our
abiding joy. For victory weare not to be unduly solicitous; in our
seeming defeat and disaster vur Lord may find histriumph and success.
We may never see victory until the Great Captain himself appears on
the battle-field. All we & iy be able to do, and all he may give us to
do, may be to seize certain strongholds and ¢“hold the fort,™ till he
comes to turn the tide of battle. But n: the darkness and the smoke
of the conflict, whichever way the issue seems to sway, we are to stand
by our guus, and hold fast our flag.

On that mountain in Gahlee, Christ the Lord scems still to be stand-
ing, and with trumpet tones that echo down the ages, forevermore to
be saying :

¢ ALL POWER IS GIVEN UNTO ME, IN HEAVEN AND IN EARTH!™
THEREFORE
“ Go ye tnto all the world,

And preach the gospel to every creature;
AND LO! I AM WITH YOU ALWAY, EVEN UNTO THE END GF THE AGE.”

THE MARVEL OF MORAVIAN MISSIONS.
BY REV. D. L. LEONARD, OBERLIN, o.

TEOUGH the statement doubtless casts 3 serious reflection npon all
other branches of the Christian Church, it 18 yet true that the Trifus
Fratrum is a phenomenon among the most striking to be found in
the modern religious world.  The story of its origin and growth, and
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of the vicissitudes abounding in tragedy through which it has passed,
reads like the exaggerations of & wild romance. As an awakening
from the fearful unbelief and moral laxness of the eighteenth cen-
tury it antedates the more famous work of the Wesleys, to which it
also imparted ideas and influences of greatest value. Certain homely
and old-fashioned virtues, on which the WNew Testament lays great
emphasis, but by hostile forces in human nature are too often griev-
oucly sinned against, in this communion from the first have stood
ont in bold relief. At many points, both in the corporate life and in
the character of individual members, besides much that may well
be closely copied, there is abundance every way worthy of careful
and appreciative study because certain to kindle enthusiasm and pro-
voke mightily to good works.

But, after all, the chief glory of the Moravian Church, her noblest
achievernent for the Kingdom of God on earth, is found in the atti
tnde toward the world's evangelization taken at the very beginning,
and ever since petsistently maintained. It is just here that the re-
semblance is most perfect to the church of the first century. Herrn-
hut is the very cradle of Protestant missions. From thence the first
heralds of salvation went forth to lands beyond the sea sixty years be-
fore Carev and Marshman, and eighty years before Judson and Mills.
This chureh has commissioned a larger proportion of its members to
proclaim the glad tidings to the heathen than any other, and has con-
tributed far more money in proportion to numericsl end financiul
strength. Tt is also unique in that the fixed policy has always been to
select for occupation not the most inviting and promising fields, but
rather those most discouraging and desolate, and to expend lavishly
its ample resources of love and zeal upon races most benighted and
bestial. But above all else, the work of foreign missions has never
heen a mere corollary, but the main proposition instead, never an ad-
junct, an avocation, a by-play, but the very raison d’ etre, the fun-
damental and constitutive principle. And this chief end and aim of
existence has been pursued so vigorously and unflinchingly that we
have the nnmatched speetacle of a church whose adherents in pagan
lands outnumber the membership at home nearly #7ree fo one.

A few words as to how an organization came to be, which is so orig-
inal at =0 many points. and differs so radically from all its neighbors.
Its beginnings are remote, even as far back as the stormy times of
Hnes, though 1457 is the date of the formal setting forth. Essentially
Protestant long before the Reformation, fierce persecutions befell from
the Romish Church., Fecling profoundly Luther’s work, the ~.amber
of churches rose at length to 400, cad of members to 400,000, and
fonnd mainly in Moravia, Bohemia and Poland. But after s check-
ered existence of nearly two centuries, during that furiousand ruthless
onslaught * for the suppression of heresy* known as the Anti-Refor-
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mation (1620-27), fire and sword, enforced conformity and compulsory
exile, did their worst, and to all human appearance utter annihilation
ensued. A feeble remnant, however, survived to worship and serve
in secret, and wait for redomption. Faith and patience received triaf
most severe, for almost a century elapsed before the day of resurrec-
tion dawned.

Andtwoinstruments were chosen to bringlife out of death. The first
and lesser one was Christian David, a Moravian mechanie, born and
reared a papist, but strangely brought to accept a purer faith with
boundless devotion. Among other forms of service, he set himself to
search out in tne old sects such of the Moravians as still clung to the
worship and tradition of their fathers. And when it further appeared
taat flight, exile and loss of all worldly goods was the price which must
needs be paid for religious freedom, he sought in Protestant Germany
a safe refuge, and at length received from Count Zinzendorf promis.e
of protection and favor npon one of his estates. In 17224 little cons-
pany of three families, ten persons, ready to make the venture, left
home at dead of night, and, fearing betrayal and forcible detention,
not informing even their nearest relatives of their departure. How
insignificant an event and yet, how momentous! A few days later
they had crossed the mountains to the south, and were safe in
Saxony ; and a few days later still, the foundations of Herrnhut were
laid. Others followed in the footsteps of these heroic pioneers, but
so slowly that only 300 could be counted at the end of five years, of
whom two-thirds were from Moravia and the rest from various parts
of Germany, and only 600 at the close of a decade.

But the real founding and fashioning of thercnewed Moravian Church
awaited theappearance of Zinzendorf upon the scene. Without his mag-
nificent contribution of spiritual fervor and intellectual force it hud not
been. In almost every particular this body is the reproduction, or the
embodiment, of his thought und purpose. For forty years he was
practically the autoerat, the sole anthority. This immortal builder for
(God was of princely lineage, and was possessed by inheritance of large
landed estates. A man of unwonted original powers of mind, to these
was added a thorough training in the best schools, and the further en-
largement of extensive travel. If the phrase be ever ailowable, upon
him was bestowed besides a remarkable genius for religion. Iis life
was distinguished by a whole-hearted consecration, seldom surpassed
since Paul's day, and this in an age when princes and scholars almost
to & man were wholly devoted to the god of this world, and even
the churches and the clergy were well-nigh destitate of vital godliness.
Tnder the impulse of celestial Tove he gladly sacrificed honor and polit-
ical power, and deliberately turned his back npon companions, his
equals in =ocial station, to identify himself; heart, soul and life, with a
haudful of peasants, pover.y-striken, ignorant, fanatical and despised,
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and though the step cost him ridicule, cbloguy, ten years of exile, and
eventually his entire property. Even yet the Christian world does
scant justice to this man of trme martyr spirit, whose just rank is
pmong the great of the earth, and little understands how great a debt
(Christendom, yes, humanity, owes to him for what in days fearfully dark
he so heroically undertook and so grandly achieved.

What Zinzendorf was divinely chosen to be and to do, began to be
plainly prophesied even in early childhood. For example, when he
tossed from the window bits of paper addressed to the Saviour telling
of his ardent affection, and when he solemly entered into this covenant
withthe Lord : ¢“Be thou mine, and I will be thine.” Entering the
Paedagogium at Ifalle when but ten, he is presently found organizing
among his school-fellows the Order of the Mustard Seed (Senflkorn
Orden) with these among the mottoes : ¢ We will not live for ourselves
alone,” and, ‘“We will love the whole human family.” Not much later
he had attained to the idea of a spiritual fraternity of all the good (ec-
clesioler in ecclesia), and had set apart his life to labor for sounls by
srstematic means and on.a large scale.  These sentences from his lips
well snm up and set forth his highest ambition and deepest desire : ““ I
would rather be despised and hated for Jesus's sake than be loved
and honored for my own ”; ““I am a poor sinner, a captive running
by the side of his triumphal chariot ”; ‘‘ I have but one passion, and
it is Thee, only Thee.”

And now, at length, this man, so thoroughly furnished by nature
and grace, is brought face to face with his exalted mission. It was a
few months after their arrival at Herrnhut that Zinzendorf received
his introduction to that little band of refugees, and five years later
that he took up his residence among them. And truly it was a vio0t-
ley company he found, a conjunction of elements most heterogeneous,
aquasi cave of Adullam, into which had been gathered recusants,
and dissenters, and comeoutersof every deseriptson. Once when a num-
ber were received to the cl. rch il was founr, that no two belonged to
the same nationality, but Germans, and English, and Swedes, and
Qwiss, Poles, Hungarians, and Livonians were represented! Of
almost all the minds were narrow, while the zeal was intense and blind,
and so centrifugal forces abounded, and liability to explosion was con-
stant, It was the case of old Corinth over again, Each one deter-
minedly hugged his idol and his ism, and each was antagonistic and
destructive to all the rest. For months the scandal and curse of debate
and contention, of schism and sccession spread their blight. So that
not even Zinzendorf's wisdom, and tact, and patience, and ability to
ormnize and govern could have averted destruction, had not an over-
whelming refreshing from on high been vouchsafed at a certain com-
munion season.  This was in 1727, and ever since August 13 has been
kept as the anniversary of the spiritual birthday of the renewed church,
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Now that the divine flame had melted, and fused and unified all
hearts, the way was fully prepared for toil in behalf of others. The
{irst-fruits of new-born fervor are found in the beginning of the Dias-
para Misszion (1 Pet. 1: 1. *“To the strangers scattered ” abroad), and
which has been ever since carried on in various countries of Europe,
Proselytism has never been esteemed a shining virtue in Moravian
vireles, and this branch of evingelistic labor in particular was not
mennt in the least to separate souls from the established churches, or
to build up a rival organization, and so the administration of the sac.
ramonts is not allowed to the missionaries, but they merely endeavor
to seck out the godly in all communions and foster piety by gathering
such for Bible study, exhortation and prayer. The number reached
thus is now not far from 100,000.

A your later the horizon of desire and faith had so much enlarged
as to embrace Lapland, Turkey, and even Ethiopia. In 1731 Zinzen.
dorf made » most eventful visit to Copenhagen. For it was then and
thore that some of his attendants were brought into contact with g
nogro from the West Indies, who spoke with deep emotion of the
lamentable condition of the' slaves in those islands, while he himself
vonversed with two converted Esquimaux and heard of the forlom
ostate from which they came. These facts Leing reported to thesimple
flock in Herrnhut produced so great astir that in due season two of the
brethren, Leonhard Dober and David Nitschmann, the one a potter
and the other a carpenter, were under appointment and on the way to
St. "Thomas, though with but %5 each, and though the first 600 miles
must needs be made on foot.  Moreover, they went fully expecting to
be sold into slavery as the only means possible for reaching the bond.
men to whom they were to minister, while Dober declared himself
roady to div, if only one soul could be saved. These were soon fol-
lowed by others, who occupied and held for Christ, Jamaica,-Antigus,
Barbadoes, ete., content to face all manner of discomforts and perils from
tornadoes, carthquakes and pestilences, as well as opposition and
hatred even more trying. Though with great cost of life ever since
they and their successors have held heroically on. Next, and in less
than six months after, three more started for the Arctic regions to
found a mission among the Esquimaux of Greenland. These were
Christian David, who at the beginning had kindred faith in the first
company, and led them out into liberty, and two cousins, Matthew
and Christian Stach. In spite of obstacles most appalling, and though
waiting long years for the first signs of good, they fainted not, but
toiled and prayed until the barriers to those obdurate hearts were
fairly forced. In later times a second mussion was cpened for the same
race, though upon the opposite coast of Labrador.

And, once given air and exercise, sce how desire and determina-
tion are cnlarged. Where else can anything like it be found? In
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order fully to appreciate the marvel, it must be borne in mind that
Herrnhut held but a handful as yet—not more than are often found
n the membership of a single city ehurch, and that less than a score
of y2ars had passed since that midnight hegira from Moravia—but lo !
we find them taking earnest counsel to carry the gospel to the ends of
the carth, Five foreign missions were started in as many years, and
eichteen during the first auarter of a century. Next after the two
ju;‘t mentioned followed one in English and Dutch Guiana to the
Arowote Indians. te the slaves, and to the bush negroes, who escaped
from bondage, and largely because of wrongs endured were an aban-
doned and desperate class, as well as in the lowest deeps of degrada-
tion. In 1736 missionaries were sent to the American Indians, at first
to Georgia, Pennsylvania, and New York, and later to the Delawares
in Ohio and further West. Christian history holds few if any narratives
more thrilling and pathetie than those which tell of what such men as
Zeisherger wrought during his sixty-three years of service (1735-
1808), thus more than Eliot earning the title of apostle to the Indians,
and Heckewelder, whose toils and achievements for forty years were
almost as great.

The same year George Schmidt, just escaped from the horrors of a
six years’ imprisonment for conscience sake, and whose scars he wore
till the day of his death, took his departure for South Africa to tell
the glad tidings to the Hottentots. ThLis was eighty years before Mof-
fat’s day, and during his entire stay he was the only missionary in the
entire vast length and breadth of the dark continent. The amazing
stupidizy and depravity of the natives was burden sufficiently heavy,
but yet not nearly so hard toendure as the abuses and contempt of the
Dntch Boers, whose esteem for the poor creatures to whom this lone
Moravian was making proclamation of the Cross was expressed in a
notice set over one of their church doors: ¢ Dogs and Hottentots not
admitted.” It was not until six terrible years had passed that the first
encouraging sign appeared, and when converts began to multiply the
jealonsy and fear of the Christian (?) whites were so excited that he was
forbidden by the authorities to baptize, and eventually was compelled
to tuke his departure. When death came to this thoroughly Christian
soul, like Livingstone he was found upon his knees pleading that Ethi-
vpia might soon stretch forth her hands to God. In later days the
mission was renewed, and another was started among the Kaffirs, in-
cluding the care of an extensive hospital for lepers.

In times comparatively recent (1850) the evangelization of the aboi-
igmes of Australia was undertaken, soil perhaps as barren aud flinty as
any to he found upon the face of the earth. To the original condition,
forlorn and forbidding in the extreme,was added the presence of mul-
titudes of escaped conviets, and the almost equal curse of the reckless
zobl hunters.  The natives are said to be so little human, and to have
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been held by the Anglo-Saxons in such utter contempt, that they were
sometimes shot down as food for dogs. No wonder that so unpromis-
ing a mission was soon abandoned in despair. But such lack of iuith
was discountenanced at home, and others were soon sent to lead the
forlorn hope. Latest of all, Herrnhut has sent its representatives to
scale in Christ’s name the tremendous heights of the Himalayas, and
to plant the cross upon the plateau of Thibet, waiting meanwhile for
an opportunity to invade China from the west. Yet others have been
dispatched to the Mosquito coast. The same self-sacrificing and de-
termined spirit is manifested in connection with certain unsuccessful
attempts to gain a foothold for the gospel, for in several cases the bar-
riers have been so invincible that even Moravian courage and patience
could not conquer them. Thus in Lapland the missionaries were ar-
rested and sent home. In vain they sought to reach the fmoy-
ades upon the shores of the Arctic Ocean. They failed also in Ceylon,
in the East Indies, in Algiers and Guinea. In Egypt thrice over
failure was their lot, while repeated attempts (1763-1823) to reach the
Calmucks came to nought.

A few general suggestions, that we may get further glimpses of the
glory which rightly belongs to the Moravian Church for its unequaled
missionary zeal. With what exalted spirit the more than 2,000 have
gone out into the by-places and deserts of the earth we perceive from
such examples as these, which are by no means uncommou. When two
were called for to lead the way to work among the Mongols in Central
Asia, thirty offered themselves. Once news came to Bethlehem, Pa,
(the Herrnhut of America), that in a few weeks five of the brethren
had died in St. Thomas, and in a single day eight were ready to go
in their stead. Once distressand peril were so extreme that it wasre-
solved to appoint none who were not ready to lay down their lives, and
yet there was no lack of volunteers. And convincing evidence that
such utter self-abandonment was called for, and such leaning upon the
Lord, appears in toil among the Esquimausx, who for a period wofully
long gave to the gospel message not the slightest heed, seldom camw
near the missionaries except to beg or to steal, and not infrequently
to the preaching gave this not inspiring response : ¢ We neither hear
nor understand what you say to us. Give us a pipe and some tobacco.”
But yet they waited calmly for the precious fruit, and had long patience
for it till the joyful harvest came at length, and even the Esquimaux be-
gan to hunger for salvation. Or, in the incredible sufferings and dis-
couragements connected with efforts to redeem the Indians from their
paganism and savagery. Though utterly without cause, it was the
hard lot of the early Moravians in this country to be suspected and
hated by all parties,—by the whites asfriendsof the Indians, and by the
Indians as friends of the whites ; by the French as in league with the
English, and by the Lnglish as emissaries of the French. Hence for
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a half century and more they were compelled to face the tomahawk
and the scalping-knife. In 1782 both missionaries and converts were
removed by British soldiers from their peaceful and prosperous homes
upon the Tuscarawas to Upper Sandusky, and then, a few months
later, in & starving condition returning to gather their own corn, were
set upon by a force of American militia and 96 innocents were butch-
erei! in cold blood !

It strangely appears that in this single church zeal for the world’s
redemption belongs not to the few but to tho many. Now, afterso
long & time, when the period of novelty and romance is long since
passed, one iu fifty of the membership are still set apart for the foreign
field. And further, so closely at heart is this great matter held, that to
go to the ends of the earth to save souls, and thus to meet trials and
perils, is not esteemed an act so remarkable as to call for wonder and
praise.  The happy men and women who hear and heed the call are not
lonized, or sent forward with noise and display. All this is buta
matter of course, the business of all, that for which they live and
labor. To be indifferent and unwilling, to be disobedient, that is the
strange thing.  The best and most successful is an unprofitable servant,
has but done his duty.

. Doubtless the church under review is far from perfect, and fails to
exemplify every Christian grace. Since human vision for things divine
15 but partial, it need not surprise us to light upon error and failure,
and divers limitations. In particular, the instruments employed and
modes of procedure have been such as, hitherto at least, to make no
impression except upon uncivilized peoples, and of course the gospel
must be carried to dominant races, to the haughty Brahman, the lordly
Turk, to China and Japan.

But yet it is a most ungracious and unprofitable task to speak of
shortcomings when the Unitas Fratrum has on the whole wrought
so magnificently. And what a sublimeand inspiring spectacle hasbeen
passing by before our eyes. How much poorer would the’Christian
world be, if this portion of history had been omitted. How exceeding-
Iy profitable for teachmng, for reproof. for correction, for instruction
in righteousness is this humbler and more plebeian form of service.
Choosing out the Hottentot, the Esquimaux, the Australian, the slave
and the leper, and thus lavishing their love upon the offscourings
of the earth and playing the Good Sameritan in their behalf, or,
in downright and measureless self-abnegation and Christ-like com-
passion, not counting the costliest sacrifice waste, but gladly break-
mg the alabaster box and pouring forth, without stint, the precious
ointment, the aroma of the deed sheds sweetness throughout the whole
world. And when from Greenland and Labrador, from the West
Indies and Surinam, from the Tuscarawas, Thibet and South Africa,
by the ten thousand the redeemed shall come up to glory, of the little
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Moravian church it shall be declared, Thou hast wrought raore honor-
ably than they «1l.  And this shall be her joy and her crown: ¢ Ings-
mach as ye did vibo one of the least of these, ye did it unto me !~

And already by losing her life she has found it. Terribly tested
during the ¢ sifting period * (1745-50) when fanatical elements for the
time gained the mastery, these were yet so thoroughly expelled and
outlived thac no smell of fire wasleft. It is also affirmed that no case of
divorce, or of capital crime has ever been knawn among them.  And so
admirable has been their work, and so worthy of confidence and aftec-
tion have these breihren shown themselves to be, they have always
made many fast friends from outside their communion, so that from
this source nearly half the funds employed in carrying on missions is
derived. -

PASTOLR HARMS AND HIS WORK.
BY REV. THOMAS LAURIE, PROVIDEXCE, R. I,

LET us cross the Atlantic to o small country town in North Ger-
many about forty-five miles south from the well-known city of Ham-
burg. Hermannsburg, for that is the name of the village, lies in asandy
region where the giass is thin and the people psor. There is much wild
moorland, with here and there a pleasant vale, or a field running up
into the heath. The villages among the trees on the hilltops overlook
the cultivated lands below. It consists of one straggling street, with
houses separated by gardens, and the spire of the church conspicuov,
overall. The people were phlegmatic Dutchmen, whose chief activity wus
toil for daily bread. Worse still, German rationalism ruled the region,
so that the prospect for spiritual life seemed very dark. Lows Harms,
son of a clergyman, was taken there by his father in 1817, when the
son was only nine years old. He studied at home till 1824, then three
years at & neighboring academy (gymnasium is the name there), and
from that he went to the University of Gottingen to study theologr,
but the rationalism there prevalent did not satisfy Lim ; so he studied
Chaldee, Syriac, and Sanscrit. Butstill his heart was empty, until the
Lord revealed Himself to him in the study of the gospel, especially
John xvi., and in the freshness of his new love, he became interested
in all kinds of labor for the salvation of meun at home and abroad.
One wanted him to come to North America, cud ancther wished to
take him with him to India, but in 1843 he went back to be his father’s
assistant, and in 1848, when his father died, the peoplé insisted on his
taking his father's place.

Though himself a scholar, he counted himself one of the people, and
lived among them as a father; a man of marked simplicity, he was
noted most of all for childlike faith in God. He lived in fellowship with
Christ, and this was the strength and beauty of his life. He became
a power among men, by giving himself up to the power of God, for,
beholding the glory of Christ in the mirror of the Word, he was
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changed into the same image, and therefore mighty works showed
themselves forth in him. It is impossible to describe the force of his
preaching, or the love and faith which colored all he did. He un-
folded Scripture in the plainest manner, and was content with such a
setting forth of God’s truth as made men forget the preacher in
thoughts of God.

A great change soon began to appear in the place, and naw its equal
ean hardly be found among the churches in either hemisphere. Nohouse
s without its family prayer. Onuly sickness keeps pcople away from
church, and almost every adult is & communicant. DMeetings during
the week are as well attended as on the Sabbath, and the laborers
in the fields instead of songs sing the grand old German hymns.
Drunkurds and beggars are alike unknown, and theneatness of their
Lomes testifies to the excellence of their occupants.

Not content with the chunge effected at home, Pastor Harms sug-
cested a mission to the heathen and his people at once entered heartily
on the work. They did not, however, give to some missionary societ:
ad then never inquire what had become of their money. But in
response to the *“ Goye” of the master, they rose up and went, and such
as could not go in person supported them that did go. So in 1849,
just one year after he beemme their pastor, twelve members of the
little church eniered on & four years’ course of study in preparation
for the work. For as the universities were poisoned by rational-
ism, the good man had to educate his missionaries before he sent them
out. Then, as both he and they were poor, they engaged in daily
manual labor ; for, as he told them, ¢ This is both that you may earn
wour own bread and remain humble, being no more ashamed to work
than Paul was ashamed of tent-making.”

He proposed to send them among the Gallas, a savage race of robbers
and murderers in Northeast Africa. Few churches would furnish twelve
men to go to such a people, and fewer country pastors with a poor
parish would assume the entire cost of training, sending them out,
and supposting them. In this case, as in many others, the Lord se-
lected o different field from that chosen by His servant. For He will
not have us forget that He is the Lord of the vineyard and sends the
laborers here or there as He thinks best, that we may recognize His wis-
dom in placing them, and attribute the success He gives to its true
warce,. . When I was in Turkey I hardly knew one missionary out of
the scores then in that empire who was laboring in the field to which
he was sent at first, and the Lord of the vineyard sent Pastor Harms’
recruits to Southern Africa. Then the idea of a Christian colony, ani-
mated by the missionary spirit to form the center whence missionaries
-hould go forth in all directions, was added to the other work. As
many as sisty persons offered themselves for this, but the candidates
were sifted down till only eight remained.
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You will ask, where were thc means to come from for all thsy
Let Pastor Harms give us the answer.

““Then Iknocited diligently on God’s door in prayer, and since he who
prays must not s.t idle, I seavched among the shups, but in vain. I wrote
to missionaries, but my letters miscarried. Then one said to me, ¢ Why not
build a ship, and so send as often as you will?’ But how could Ibuild witl;-
out money? Everybody discouraged me, and séme even hinted that I wgs
not in my right mind ; but I wrestled with God, and then I remembered thut
in the days of Luther, when Duke George was debating whether to intrust
his soul to Christ or the Pope, a friend told him, ¢ Straightforward and direct
fares the best.” So I thought, I have knocked long enough at men’s doors,
Now I will turn to God, for the work is for Him. So I laid the whole thing
in His hands, and as I roce from my knees at midnightIstartled myself cry-
ing, ¢ Forward now in the name of God,’ and suspense was ended.”

This now hecame his life work, and it seems as though God meant
to show in him how much an obscure man, in the most unfavorable
circumstances, can do for God when he sets himself to the work with
his whole heart. We cannot recount all his buffetings, but the result
v.as that the brig Candace was built at Harburg on the opposite
shore of the Elbe from Hamburg. We may note here that even then his
troubles were not over, for he was sorely tried by some of his captains,
who had no sympathy with the work, and after some voyages the brig
had to be sent to England and twenty feet added to her length : but
we anticipate. Hermannsburg was now like a hive of bees. Every-
body was at work for ¢ owr ship.” The farmers brought in loads of
produce, and the women and cluldren were never idle ; as fast as they
finished one piece of work they commenced another, and soon all
things were ready. Such a joint stock company this world has seldom
seen, though the sight will not be so rare in the future as it has been
in the past. Of the twelve missionaries, two had died and two more
had proved unworthy, but eight were ordained after thorough exami-
nation. T'he colonists were ready, and the crew with the cargo all on
board, and after a farewell sermon in the church thesixteen men stood
up together (there was not a woman among them) and sang Luther's
grand old hymn, ‘“Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott ”, to Luther’s no less
grand tune, written expressly for it. Next day they went to Hamburg,
= long train of wagons bearing through the streets at early dawn the
stoves provided by the villagers. Even the whole population accom-
panied them for some distance, singing their favorite hymns. A few,
with Pastor Harms at their head, marched through the streets of -
burg, and had a service on deck before the vessel sailed.

Oct. 28, 1853, the anchor was hoisted and the good ship sailed down
the Elbe and out into the sea at Caxhaven. I said there were no
women on board. Three yearslater there was a great marriage feast in
South Africa, when the same vessel brought out the betrothed of
the missionaries.
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The village now seemed desolate. Children missed their teachers,
and sick ones the visitors who had spoken to them of Jesus, butin less
ihan three weeks twelve new candidates filled the vacant seminary.
Let us shake hands with one of them. Several years before Behrens
Jonged to be a missionary, but he was the main dependence of his aged
parents, and as they would not give him up the pastor held him back.
Not long aftér, on his death-bed, the father felt that he had done
wrong, and begged the pastor that such a thing might never take place
again in his family, The early love was still burning in the heart of
the son, whose wife shared his devotion to the work, and when their
only child died he again offered himself to go as a missionary. The
pastor told him that though heir to the estute, he must euter the
school on the same terms as the rest, and he not only agreed to that,
but gave his estate also.  This Mr. Harms accepted only on condition
that lf he ever had to leave the work it should be restored to him.  So
the mission owned a farm, which by careful managementsupported the
candidates during their studies.

But success in missions alws ays brings greater outlay, and this work
formed no exception to the rule, for the growth of the work required
aperiodical to keep the people it home acquainted with the work
abroad. As it gives us a glimpse of the editor, let us look into its
opening address :

« And now I hear many a sigh, and words like these: ‘So many missionary
magazines already, and here is another! What folly !” Dear friend, if you
sigh over this once I do fen times, for you only read it, and when you lay it
down your trouble is over. But I must write it, every month & new one,
though loaded with work enough already. Beiieve me, I would drop it if X
dared, and if you ask, Why not dare? I answer, * The love of Christ con-
straineth me.” Ever since the work began Ihavebeen urged to this, und when
Ishook it off, as one shakes therain from his cloak, it only rained the harder
till I was wet through, so I publish that the rain may cease, and indeed, I
would have no love for Christ or for His peopleif I did not. Sointhe nameof
our God let it begin, and may our Blessed Lord say Amen, and grant me
strength for the work.”

This was in 1854, and since then it hasappeared regularly. Besides
narratives of missions, it contains accounts of the work at home or
sermons ; so the missionaries were kept posted in home affairs, and the
people at home with the trials, successes, dnd new enterprises of the
missionaries. The editor writes as though chatting in his own fumily,
and in such a Christlike spirit that the reader is not only informed cou-
cerning the kingdom, but isthrilled by its influence. This may explun
why its monthly circulation reached 14,000 copies, larger than that of
any other German periodical, sacred or secular, save one, and that ducs
not exceed it. Though only a penny a number, in 1860 it yiclded
more than 2,000 crowns profit to the missicn. This press furnishe.
vccupation to many of the prople, and iLosides books for the mission:,
prints Bibles, catechisms, and hymn-books for home use, and never rest:.
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As interest in foreign missionsalways promotes interest in other good
works, so was it here. Pastor Harms had noticed that conviets who
tried to reform were met with suspicion on all sides, while former us-
sociales strove to dragthem back again to crime. A thief near him left
the jail resolved to steal nomore; old comrades mocked, but he per-
sisted till they slipped a stolen purse into his pocket, and accused him
tothe owner. In vain he protested his innocence. e was againsent
back to prison. Poor man! Who will help him? Pastor Huarms
looked at his secluded village as just the place for a refuge for such
men. An cstate was purchased with buildings and grounds large
enough to afford work for u number, a house father, as the Ger-
mans call him, was set over it, and another river of living water re-
freshed that thirsty soil.

But such labors were too muceh for enduvance and the good pastor
lay sick for several months; but he recovered, and pressed forward, till
again strength failed him, and he died November 14, 1865.

Let us now briefly glance at the missions, while the Candace was on
her first voyage. Merchants reported that she was lost, and again that
she was worm-eaten. The pastor kept nothing Lack, but bade his
people wait for better news, and when she returned after two years™ ab-
sonce, not even the ordinary repairs were needed. As the new mission-
aries would not be ready for a year, she was wisely chartered meanwhile
so as to pay her own axpenses. In 1857 she took out twelve mission-
aries, fourteen colonists, and womer and children enough to make the
whole number forty-four. The King and Queen of IIanover attended
the ordination, and next day the missionaries were inviled to the
palace, where the king promised them a daily remembrance in the
prayers of the houschold.

The seminary was filled at once with twenty-one candidates. Inler
fourth voyage to South Africa, in 1859, the Candace took out four
colonists with tneir families, and two missionaries, ore having alrcady
labored for years in Borneo, and in his family was an Indian girl from
North America. In 1861 twenty-two missionaries were sent out to
Africa, and in seven years from the sailing of the first missionavies, 160
settlers were located at cight stations.

At the death of Mr. Harms in 1865 there were 31 missionarics at
24 stations, reaching from the Zulus on the castern coast to the Be-
chuanas in the interior, and from the Orange River in the southas fur
as Lake Nyami; 252 of the natives had been baptized, and founda-
tions had been Jaid for a great work in the future.

They have their own ships and their own press, and continue to
carry on the work with one accord. Surely these things show how
large a blessing God can pour out through one man, who eutersinto
the work of Christ with all his heart. Leok even at the money raised.
The ship cost 15,000 crowns, her outfit 4,000 more 3 the press 3,600
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the refuge farm 4,000. In 1856 and 1857 the annual cost was 15,000.
n 1858 31,000, and in 1859 33,000, and =p to thoe close of that year
the whole income had been more than 118,000 crowns. Where did it
come from? Not all from Hermannsburg, though some peasants there
gave 500 crowns at a time. It came from all quarters, some from Odessa
on the Black Sea on one side, and some from New Orleans on the
ather. Pastor Harmssaid, ‘It is the gift of God.” e adds: ““Itis
wonderful when one has nothing, and 10,000 crowns are laid in his
hand by the dear Saviour.” When he found the mission house called
for so much, he said, °Let it take, I shall receive, and I went to my
iod and throngh prayer obtained what I needed. Recently I had to
pay 550 crowns with only 400 in hand, and when I told the Loxd,
three letters brought 145, and a laborer handed me ten, so that I had
five over. Once I needed a medicine chest and was just praying for it
when a letter came offering one.”

What a treasure did Pastor Harms find laid up in heaven! With
what feclings has he met one after another from his own flock, and
African Zulus, and Bechuanas, in that abode of holiness! And this
man was not an apostle. Ie did not live in o golden age, but he
grappled with rationalism in faith, and selfishness in life, till only a
few years ago. May we not belike him? If not in striking out some
new mode of doing good, yet in doing with our might what our hands
find to do for Christ. When we go home to meet Pastor Harms
in heaven what shall we have to set over against his service to Churist,
what shall we have to tallt with him about of grace bestowed upon us
also to promote the advancement of the Kingdom of Chyist ?

THE MIRACLES OF MISSIONS.
THE STORY OF SIAM.
[EDITORIAL.—4. T. P.]

Ix the magic tales of missions the Land of the White Elephant has
not been conspicuous. There has been no such rapid, startling,
striking development of resultsus has marked the South Sea Islands,
parts of India, Japan, and even papal lands like France and Italy.
{n Siam the kingdom comes without observation. Neither do men
say *“Lo! here, or lo, there!™ as though to call attention {o some
amazing phenomenon. Hence bysome who svuvk on missions with hy-
pereritical and unsympathetic eyes silence has been tuken to imply that
there is nothing to be said that is encouraging as o past toils or stimu-
lating as to the future triumyphs.

For this very reason we sclect Siam as the subject of this next paper
m ourseries.  Here are a land and a people, among the most interest-
mg in the Orient, of which liftle has been known until of late, and of
which even now many otherwise intelligent Christian disciples have
vet to be accurately informed. Owing to the native custom of num-
bering only the imales, it is difficult to get accurate returns of the
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population. Bnt probably in Siam and the Laos country there are not
far from ecight millions. In other words, with an area six times as
great as the State of New York, Siam has a population about equal to
that empire state. Its capital, Bangkok, the Venice of the Ouent

contains itself probably half a million. .

We smile at the homage there paid to the ¢‘strange colmed ” cle-
phant, which ranks among the nobility, has titles, gold bands on his
tusks, is served by ]meelmg attendants with trays of silver, and is
sprinkled with sacred water by obsequious priests, and attended by
court physicians. But we must not judge the Siamese, by this hom-
age toa beast, to be simply a degraded and superstitious nation of
elephant worshipers ; nor, by theshoe-brush top-knot, or tuft of coarsc
black hair on the crown of the head, must we infer that they bave
neither taste nor manners nor wsthetic notions. They are gentle,
amiable, respectful to parents and to old age, kind tochildren, urbane
and polite to strangers, above the average in cleanliness and intelli-
gence, and capable of high culture and refinement. They arc un-
truthful and conceited, polygamy prevails among them, gambling
houses abound, and men have been known to sell their own wives and
children to pay debts incurred in this fascinating ‘¢ vice of risk.” Bug
not even in China and India have women such freedom and intells-
gence and ability : and in few countries do wider doors to mission
efforts present themselves. Buddhism is here found in its purest and
most unmixed state, with its virtual atheism, and materialism, and
wheel of endless transmigrations, with Nepon, like the Brahmanistic
Nirvana, the goal of all desire, annihilation of all individual being.
Idols abound everywhere. In one temple as many as 14,000 may be
found ; and in Bangkok alone are 200 temples with 10,000 yellow-
robed lazy priests supported by charity.

The conditions were not inviting to missionary labor ; and to com-
plicate the question still more, the papal church had ca.rru.d its cor-
rupted form of Christianity into Muang Ti, ¢ The Land of the Free, " as
early as 1662, and had lowered even the Romish standard of the
gospel to a level scarce above that of heathenism itself, seeking to win
converts by accommodating, if not assimilating, Christiamity to the
native prejudices and customs.

It is now some seventy years ago since the first Protostantapproaches
were made to that shrine of Buddhism ; and, curiously enougl, it was
woman’s hand, as in the zenana work in India and the evangelistic
work in Mexico, that put the gospel’s golden key in the door that
opened into Siam. While living at Rangoon, in Burmah, Mrs. Aun
Hasseltine Judson became deeply interested in the Siamese residents
in that city. On the last day of April, 1818, she wrote to a friend in
this country as follows :

“Accompanying 1s a catechism in Siamese which I have just copied for
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you. Ihaveattended io the Siamese language for about a year and a half,
and, with the assistance of my teacher, have translated into the Siamese
tongue the Burman Catechism just prepared by Dr. Judson, u tract con-
taining an abstract of Christianity, and the Gospel of Matthew.”

A very simple unpretending clause in private correspondence ; but
how little that seraphic woman knew its full significance! In 1819
that catechism came forth from the mission press at Serampore, the
first Christian book ever printed in Siamese. The presswas to
be one of God’s foremost agencies for the regencration of Siam, and to
a woman it was given to set that agency in motion, and in so doing
lead Protestant effortin Siam !

Ten years after Mrs. Judson wrote that letter, in 1828, Dr. Carl
Gutzlaff, the famous German missionary, with Rev. Mr. Tomlin,
visited Bangkok, treated thousandsof patients who applied for medi-
cal aid, and distributed boxes of books and tracts in the Chinese
tongue ; and they were so impressed with the need of Siam and the
open door to the missionary, that they appealed to the churches of
America to send forth laborers into this new harvest field. Mr. Tom-
lin’s health compelled him to remove to Singapore, and Gutzlaff was
left alone. He was but twenty-five years old when he came to Bang-
kok, and was there only three years ; but those yearsleft a permanent
impress on Siamese evangelization. In 1829, Dr. Gutzlaff having
prepared in Siamese a tract and one Gospel, went to Singapore to
print them. While there he married Maria Newell and brought her
back to Siam, the first Christian woman that ever labored there. She
died the next year, and, mourning the loss of his devoted and efficient
lelper, his failing health drove him to China. With what energy
and devotion Dr. Gutzlaff had spent these three years may be inferred
from his not only learning the language, but, with Tomlin’s help,
translating into Siamese the New Testament. Thus what Mys. Jud-
son began, Dr. Gutzlaff carried on.

InJune, 1831, Rev. David Abeel, sent by the American Board, ar-
rived in Siam, but after eighteen months was likewise forced by illness
to withdraw. In 1834 came Rev. Messrs. Johnson and Robinson, and
in 1835, Dr. D. B. Bradley. TFor thirty-eight years Dr. Bradley was
permitted to labor ; and when in 1873 he died, he left two danghters,
Mrs. MacGilvary and Mrs. Check, wives of missionaries, to represent
lim on the field.

For brevity’s sake we curtail this narrative of Siamese missions, that
we may give two illustrations of God’s wonder working in this land,
where the eyes of so few ever turn with intelligent and absorbed :n-
terest.  We select, first, & marked instance of supernatural Provi-
dence; and then some equally unmistakable examyples of His illum-
ining and transforming grace.

When in 1847 Rev. Stephen Mattoon and Dr. Samuel R. Iouse w-
rived at Bangkok, to represent what is, since the withdrawal of the
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American Board and of the American Missionary Society, t/ec only
mission to the Siamese—that of the Presbyterians—they found
scarce & foothold. Theking, then on the throne, was actively, though
secretly, the foe of missions; and by his subtle influence with the
people he so successfully thwarted them that they could scarce get, by
rental or purchase, a house in which to live, or even food to eat. That
same monarch so became involved in complications with the British
Government that the expulsion of the missionaries scemed inevitable
in the unsettled state of the country and the excited state of the Sia-
mese mind.

It was now 1851 ; a generation had passed away since Mrs. Judson
made that first approach to Siam, and the entire work of thirty-three
years seemed threatened with defeat and disappointment, all through
the inveterate hostility and obstinacy of the king. Iie was jealous of
the growing influence of the missionaries and the increased ‘“merit
making ” of the physicians. The native teachers had been thrown into
prison, the servants of the missionaries fled, and no way seemed open
but a way out of Siam, assoon as a ship should come to bear them away.

Just then—April 3, 1851,—the king died, in the very crisis of
affairs. God was again ““known by the judgment which He execu-
teth.” Ason July 1, 1839, in T'urkey, the Sultan of the Universe, at u
similar crisis in missions there, and in a similar way, vemoved the
tyrannical Mahmfid who had just ordered the missionaries out of the
country ; so in 1851 the Sovercign in whose hand our very breath is
took away out of the path of .missionary advance an otherwise insu-
perable obstacle, in the person of a malignant monarch.

A successor must be chosen, and the choice of the nobles fell upon
the one man, who above all others, as God saw, would remove all re-
strictions upon the legitimate work of the missionaries., Maha Mong-
kut, or Pral Chaum Klow was called from monastic seclusion to
sit on the throne of the ¢“ Sacred Prahbahts.” Ilis enlightened policy
at once changed the whole aspect and prospect of Siamese missions.
Educated, liberal, tolerant ; ascholaras toattainments in language and
literature, science and general intelligence ; in his adoption of foreign
ideas and improvements a progressive statesman ; in his rule wise, hu-
mane; in his bearing toward foreign residents and visitors urbauc
and courteous ; in his intercourse with foreign powers high-toned and
conciliatory ; and in his aspirations for Siam as a member of the
family of nations a high-minded patriot, he had, on all Oriental
thrones, no rival.  Such was the man whom the Providence of Goid
lifted to the Siamese monarchy at the most critical hour of modern
missions in that land. e reigned for nearly eighteen years. from
1851 to 1868 ; and under his rule missionaries have found not only
tolerance but influence, and that too not only among Siamese citizens
but at the Siamese Court.
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This was all the direct fruit of missions; for that Buddhist priest-
king, while a private citizen, had been the pupil of a missionary of the
American Board Rev. J. Caswell, who iaught him the languages and
the sciences which prepared him for taking the reins of empire into
competent hands, and whose personal influence disposed him to be lib-
eral in his governmental policy, and friendly to all Christian mission-
aries. He ascended the golden steps with a heart full of kindly sen-
timents foward them ; they were invited to the royal palace, and were
madeto enjoy the royal bounty and favor., "Their letters at thistime re-
conut how their society was courted by princesand nobles ; how their ex-
iled teachers and servants returned to their places ; how throngscame to
them to get books and talk of their contents ; and how, free to go and
come as they would, they spoke in Jesus’ name with confidence, no
man forbidding, and obtained a respectful hearing. They could now
get suitable sites and erect suitable buildings for homes; and in that
same year missionary ladies. were admitted to teach in the palace
among the women of the royal harem. From that hour to this the
missionaries have been sheltered Ly the favor and protection of the
reigning monarchs.

The following document issued under royal sanction may give some
conception of the attitude of Chaum Klow toward the servants of
God : We quote in full : '

«Many years ago the American missionaries came here. They came be-
fore any other Europeans, and they taught the Siamese to speak andread
the English language. The American missionaries have always been just
and upright men. They have never meddled in the affairs of the govern-
ment, nor created any difficulty with the Siamese. They have lived with
the Siamese just as if they belonged to the nation. The Goverument of
Siam has great love and respect for them and has no fear whatever con-
cerning them.  When there has been any difficulty of any kind, the mission-
avies have many times rendered valuable assistance. For this reason the
Siamese have loved and vespected them for a long time. The Americans
have also taught the Siamese many things.”

This change in governmental policy proved permanent. The
wresent king, Chulalang Korn, is the most progressive ruler in Asia, a
“qyursing father * to missions. In 1832 this king bought up the whole
exhibit of the girls’ mission school in the centennial celebration, and
aave to the principals in charge a silver medal. He has made a mis-
sionary, Dr. MacFarland, head of the Royal College at Bangkok and
Superintendent of Public Instruction. In 1887 he visited Petchaburi,
made careful inquiry as to the mission there, gave a silver medal to Dr.
Thompson, the medical missionary, and with his queen sent letters of
warm congratulation to our laborers, with substantial gifts from him-
gelf and his royal-wife, amounting to some $2,500 !

We turn now to cite a few marked examples of the grace of God
manifested in connection with missions in Siam.
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Tho first convert was a Chinese teacher, Qua Kieng, who was bap-
tizod in 1844, and after fifteen years of faithful service died in 1859,
"I'hroe of his children became disciples and one a minister of the gospel.
That year of his death, 1859, saw the first Siamese convert, Nai
Chaune—n curious ““ apostolic succession.” Thirty years before, Gutz-
lafl had sown the first sced ; twelve years befove, Dr. House and Rev.
Mr. Mattoon had arrived in Bangkok, the mission center ; and now the
harvost had begun. Nai Chune adorned the gospel. So anxiouswas he
to be unhindered in serving Christ and souls that he steadily adhered
to modicul practice as the means of st M-support and refused all offices,
howovor honorable and lucrative.

But though converts have never multiplied in Siam with rapidity,
thero have been marked examples of the silent, pervasive work of mis-
sions and especially of the Tord of God. For example Dr. Bradley died
in 18v3. Four yearsafterward, in 1877, a venerable patriarch of seven-
ty-threo yeurs visited for medical advice the Laos Mission at Chieng Mai.
e sought help for deafness, and referred to Christ’s miracles of heal-
ing as one who was familiar with the Bible. He was found to be chief
officor of the cowrt in the province of Lakawn. How mistaken we
are when we judge the gospel’s power by noisy demonstrations,
"Twonty vears before, in 1857, while visiting Bangkok, this old man
had, from Dr. Bradiey, received religious books in Siamese. Though
tho language is cssentially the same, the Laonese characters are so
different that, in order to read them, he had to learn Siamese. Then
in his mind and heart God's light began to shine, and he came to
Chieng Mni for further instruction; he found Christ, and for Mis
sako braved all peril, and to his efforts we owe the opening of a new
mission in his native city, Lakawn.

Similarly, at Petchaburi, Rev. Mr. Dunlap found an old disciple,
nigh unto death, who had from that same Dr. Bradley got portions of
the Word of God, and who by secret study found a Saviour in Christ
and put away his idols.  Though taught to pray by the Spirit only, Le
astonished the missionary by his attainments in prayer, and his prog-
ress in piety.

Numbers cannot represent results. During the last reported year,
the prime minister, who has in Ratbari one of his residences, after
repeatedly expressing his wish for a mission there, now offers a large
brick house, free, for mission uses ; and will aid in securing other nec-
essnry buildings for medical mission, school, ete. And a lady in
Philadelphia has offered the §5,000 necessary to support the physician
and clergyman who go to occupy this new parish of 50,000 to 75,000
souls.

Siam was not opened by gunpowder or diplomacy, but by missionary
influence, and the whole aspect of the nation, and its attitude toward
Christianity, are gradually undergoing a change ; the preaching, the

-
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teaching, the press and the medical missions are the four conspicuous
agencies which God is now using to bring Siam to Christ. With what
results, a single example may give a hint of the possibilities of the
near future,

When the present king, by a sad accident some years since lost his
wife, his brother came to the missionaries for a copy'ef the New Testa-
ment; and gave as a reason for the request, that the king had lost
fuith in Iis own religiorn ; that he could find nothing in Buddhism
toconsole him in his great grief. It might cost the king his crown,
or even lis life, to renounce the state religion ; yet this bereaved mon-
arch flies to the Christian’s Bible for the solace that his pagan creed
cannot supply! Siam may be much nearer to becoming a Christian
nation than we think ! The additional fact should be put on record
that the first zenana teaching ever attempted in the East was by mis-
sionary women, in 1851, among the thirty wives and royal sisters of
the King of Siam.

- MADAGASCAR.
¢4 nation shall be born in a day.”
BY L. P. BROCKETT, M.D., BROOKLYN, N. Y.
I. ITS GEOGRAPHY, ETHNCLOGY AND HISTORY TO 1818,

MADAGASCAR stands third in size among the islands of the world (Australia
being now reckoned as a continent), only Boriieo and Papua (New Guinew)
exceed it in area. Itis 993 miles in length, and 250 to 850 miles in breadth.
Its avea is 230,000 square miles, or 145,838,742 square acres—about five times
aslarge as the State of Pennsylvania. It is in the Indian Ocean, almost
wholly in the Southern Tropical Zone, and is separated from the eastern
coast of Africa by the Mozambique Channel, which varies in width from 22
to 540 miles.

North and north-northwest of Madagascar are several groups of islands
whichareinhabited by mixed races—African, Malagasy, and Arab ; eastward,
or northeastward, are the two considerable islands of Mauritius, an Eng-
lish colony, and Reunion, or Bourbon, belonging to the French. Thereare
good harbors on the northwest and northeast, and a few on the east coast,
but most of the latter are not protected from the southeast winds.

Theisland has: 1. Lowlands, extending from 25 to 50 miles back from the
coast, generally sandy or marshy, flat, intensely hot, and generally sickly.
2. A forest belt on the foothills, rising from 400 to 2,000 feet above the low-
lands, varying in width from 20 to 40 miles; widest on the western slope,
aud toward the southern part of the island becoming a barren and sandy
desert, with extensive lava beds. This forest is well watered, and contains
much valuable timber, many of the trees being peculiar to the island. Por-
tions of it, parlicularly the central and northern portions, form a dense and
almost impenetrable jungle, the lianas or climbing plants being closely in-
terwoven with the boughs of the trees. This forest region, like most of the
jungles in tropical countries, is damp and sickly, except to the natives. The
temperature is less oppressive than that of the coast, but often reaches 100
degrees Fahrenheit, and seldom falls below 45 degrees. 8. The highland
region, the watershed or backbone of the island, which bears the marks of
extensive upheaval and volcanic disturbance in former times. There are
more than o dozen summits of varying elevation, from 6,000 to 8,200 feet
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above the sea, several of them having extinct craters and streams of lava,
whose surface is in some places as yet unbroken. The liills, valleys, and table.
lands of this highland region are healthful, the climate is dehghtful, the
range of the thermometer being only from 40 to 85 degrees Fahrenheit. The
scenery is superb and the lands exceedingly fertile. There are two seasons,
the rainy and the dry; in the la.ter the skies r.ie mostly unclouded, but the
mountain streams and lakes supply the necessary moisture, and the crops
are abundant. In the moresandy plains irrigation, which is easily practiced,
gives enormous results, .

The watershed is nearer to the east coast than to the west, and while the
streams descending the eastern slope of the mountains are mostly moun-
tain torrents, never navigable more than from six to ten miles, those full-
ing into the Mozanibique Channel from the western slope are much longer,
and some of them, having a circuitous course, are navigable from 80 to 100
miles.

Madagascar is very rich in mineral wealth. Gold, silver, lead, copper,
tin, and iron of the best qualities; antimony, plumbago, and other metals
and minerals abound, Coal, both anthracite and bituminous, exists in great
quantities, and diamonds have been discovered. As the government claims
all minerals and metals, these have not been largely worked. Madagascar
has no large or ferocious wild animals; its quadrupeds are nearly all pecu-
liar to the island, and consist of many genera and species of lemurs (which
belong to the monkey family), several species of ant and other insect-eaters,
a small hippopotamus, civet cats, a number of rodents, and the aye-aye.
There are many reptiles, lizards without number, one species of crocodile,
iguanas and geckoes, as well as several pythons, mostly of the American
or anaconda type. Birds are numerous, and for the most part are of beauti-
ful plumage. Some of the species are fine song birds, but very few birds of
prey. Thirty-three genera and more than 50 species are peculiar to the
island, and a somewhat larger number are found in Africa or Polynesia also.
Fish are abundant along the coast, and in the rivers there are many peculiar
fresh-water species. The domestic animals have been largely introduced.
The flora of Madagascar 1s abundant, and there are about 700 out of 3,000
genera and species which are peculiar to the island.  Many of its flowers are
of wonderful beauty. The trees are largely indigenous and peculiar. Much
of the timber is very valuable, and some of the products of the forest are of
great commercial importance. £ mong these are five or six trees and vines
producing caoutchouc, some of 1t said to be the finest in the world, the
pepper and, the tallow tress, the copal tree, the sago palm, the aloe,
many species of figs, the pomegranate, the tamarind, quassia, sugar cane,
and other shrubs; the manioc, several species of arrowroot, and wany
other edible roots and tubers abound, while of the cereals their rice 1»
unsurpassed, and wheat, millet, Indian corn, and barley are largely pro-
duced.

Ethnology and {ribal divisions. The aboriginal race, now nearly or quite
extinct, came here from the African coast. They were called Vaquimba,
and were probably Zulus or Kaffirs. The existing inhabitants are of two
affiliated races, both from Polynesia or Eastern Malaysia. The first migra-
tion of these, comprising most of the coast and some of the interior tribes,
must have come to the island about the beginrning of the Christian era.
They drove the Vaguimba into the interior, but there were extensive inter-
marriages between them, and also with the slaves who were brought in great
numbers from the East African coast. These tribes, of which the Sakalava




NS

1889.] MADAGASCAR, 353

and Bara are the principal, ave dark skinned, with curly and frizzled, but not
woolly, hair; tall and vigovous, with fine forms. They are a sly, perfidious,
brutal, and arrogant people, umversally addicted to theft, and given to
drinking, fighting, and plundering, About A.p. 1000 there came another
tribe, or perhaps two, from Eastern Polynesia, who, landing on the island,
soon pushed their way into the intevior or mountain region, and exterminat-
ing the Vaquimda, who had fled thither from the west coast, occupied their
lands, and increased very rapidly. These were the Hovas and the Bétsiléos.
The Hovas are of much lighter color than the coast tribes, with straight
black hair, fine and soft, and sometimes inclined to curl. Thenw complexion
and features are much like the Mulays, and are not much darker than those of
theSpaniards and Italians. They are rather below the middle stature, butof
erect, figure, and with delicate and finely-formed limbs, and they ave agile
and graceful in their movements.

The Bétsiléos arelarger, the men averaging six feet, the women from five
feet seven to five feet nine inches. Their complexion is darker than that
of the Hovas, and their hair more crisp and curly. Asto moral character
and intelligence, they are somewhat below the Hovas. The Bétaniména
and Bétsimisardka resemble the Hovas much more than any of the other
tribes.

There are, according to the latest authorities, 22 provinces or tribal divis-
ions of the territory, some of them sub-divided into districts, making a total
of (so-called) provinces and sub-provinces of 28. These are occupied by
fourteen tribes, some of them divided in clans, and these clans seventy
vears ago, and even flfty years ago, were often fighting each other. Wurs
of conquest, to obtain either territory or slaves, were constant between the
tribes prior to 1820, and have not been infrequent since that time.

The great province of Imerina, occupying the central and bighland
portion of the island, is the largest of all the provinces; and has been oc-
cupied for several centuries by the Hovas, who are now the most numerous
and intelligent of the Malagasy tribes. Sixty orseventy years ago they num.
bered but 750,000 or 800,000 souls while the Bétsiléo, an adjacent highland
tribe, numbered 1,500,000, but owing to changes produced by wars, civiliza-
tion, etc., the Hovas have nosw about 1,300,000, and the Bétsiléos only from
630,000 to 750,000. 1In the earlier history of Madagascar, the Hovas seem to
have been unknown to those who visited the coast; the Sakalava, the
lareest of the coast tribes, having a population estimated at 1,200,000, the
Bétsiléos, from 1,200,000 to 1,500,000, the Bétdniména and Bétsimisaraka
about as many, and the Bdra, a particularly savage and ferocious tribe,
about 600,000. There were some smaller tribes, numbering in #ll, perhaps,
300,000 more. It is probable that at that period the Hovas were included
among the Bétdniména and Bétsimisaraka, to whom they are apparently
afiliated by race characteristics. The condition of all these Malagasy tribes
n the first decade of the present century was deplorable, much lower than
that of our most degraded Indian tribes, whom, nevertheless, in thewr
habits, customs and worship, they vesembled., They had no written
language, and, except in the case of the Hovas, no regular form of govern-
ment; their wars were constant, and ended either in butchery or
enslavement of the defeated party. They were lustful, brutal and
cruel; some of the tribes were reputed to be cannibals; all were
treacherous, thievish and revengeful. Polygaray was general, and they had
acquived from the foreigners who had visited them the most loathsome
vices of civilization, Some of the tribes had a vague idea of a Supreme




854 MADAGASCAR. [May,

Being, but they addressed to Him no worship or adoration. The worship of
ancestors, though common, was not universal ; but they had rude idols ang
fetiches as foolish and absurd as those of the African races; sticks, stones,
roots, and forms of animals. There was not a temple or idol house in aj}
Madagascar, but there were idol-keepers, akin to the African medicine men,
They had an ordeal for detecting crime, called tangena—the decoction of 5,
poisonous bean, indigenous to the island, which the accused was compelleq
to drink. Such were the people to whom the gospel was to come, to heal,
to purify, to elevate, to educate, and to redeem.

History before 1820. Though discovered in medizeval times, Madagascar
was not explored, or any colony landed upon its shores, till 1506, when the
Portuguese began a series of efforts to enslave and Christianize its tribes,
The Portuguese Jesuit priests landed on the northeast and northwest coasts,
bearing the crucifix, and attempting to convert them, while right behind
them came the Portuguese slave trader, with his coffles anad fetters, ready to
hurry all the unarmed natives he could find on board hisships, and sell them
to the Arabs, or take them to the European markets, where they brought s
good price. The Sakalava, who were the tribes most usually encountered, did
not admire this method of conversion, and after a month ov two they fell
upon the colonists and massacred them all. This was repeated so many
times, that the Portuguese finally abandoned all further efforts to plant
colonies there. In 1642 the French undertook, under a grant from the
Frenchking, to colonize Madagascar very much after the Portuguese fashion,
At first they were more successful, but presently they, too, attempted to
enslave the natives, and after forty years of suctessive efforts to estabiish
themselves at various points on the coast, which in every case termmated
in massacre and expulsion, they surrendered their charter to the King of
France from whom they had received it, and abandoned the island. For
nearly fifty years (1686-1783), the French did not annoy the natives, though
occasionally English and Dutch slavers picked up along the coast cargoes of
slaves. In 1783, the French renewed their efforts to take possession of the
island, planting their trading forts at various pomts on the mainisland, and
on oneor two of the small islands adjacent, and with much the same results
as before, the deadly fevers of the coast aiding in the destruction of the
colonies. From 1786 to 1807, the I'rench had no settlement on theisland,
but about that time they established a small colony and trading fort at
Nosy-be, an island near the northwest corner of Madagascar. In 1811 the
English Government having captured Mauritius, the Isle of France, as the
French had called it, claimed also its dependencies, of which Madagascar
was the chief, and in February of that year took possession of Tamatave
and Foule Point, two small trading forts, these being all which the French
then claimed on the island of Madagascar. This capture was ratified by the
two treaties with France in 1814 and 1815.

Up to this tini2 neither the French nor any other European nation seem to
have had any knowledge of the Hovas or their chief or king ; but Captain Le
Sage, the British agent or commissioner, who was charged with the establish-
ment of English authority and trade in Madagascar, had discovered that they
were a very powerful tribe, and that their King, Radama 1., was the thirty-
second in the line of the Kings of the Hovas; and he assembled at Port
Louis in 1817 four of Radama's representatives (two of them his brothers),
one of the nobles of the Betdniména, £"e chief of Tamatave, two chiefs of the
Bétsimisaraka, and two southern chiefs; he formed with them treaties,
offensive and defensive, taking the oath of blood with them, and succeeded
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inabolishing the export slave trade. By asubsequent treaty, made witl: Mr.
Hastie, the commissioner who hLad succeeded Captain Le Sage, the British
Government agreed to pay Radama I, as a compensation for his loss of
revenue from the slave trade, $2,000 in gold and silver, muskets, accouter-
ments, flints, uniforms, powder, etc.,, annually, and to furnish aun in-
structor in military tactics.

Radama I. had ascended the throne as King of Imerina in 1810, and had
under his sway about 1,208,000 people, mostly Hovas. His father, Impiing,
u.d commenced a career of conquest over the other tribes on the island,
and Radama, who was ambitious and able, was desirous of completing it.
This alliance with Great Britain gave him the means of doingso. Mr.
Hastie, the British Commissioner, proved a wise counselor, and under his
suggestions Radama became anxious to have his people educated, and to
have schools established. From these small beginnings there followed the
great work of civilization and evangelization.

1. EMERGING FROM HEATHENISM,

That God does have special purposes of mercy, in regard to nations sunk
in the darkness of heathenism, seems to be proved in many cases. How deep
was the degradation of many of the tribes which inhabited Great Britain in
the first century of our era. Blood-thirsty, addicted to human sacrifices,
worshipers of idols, and utterly given over to eruelty, what but His special
Providence could have brought Englond and America up to its present
Cheistian civilization and culture?

Madagascar is another and even a more striking example of His Providen-
ual dealing. Here these tribes had lived, for a thousand years and more,
barbarous, probably cannibals, with but few religious ideas, constantly en-
gaged in wars, either with each other or with other islands and the main-
jand, reducing the conquered to slavery, massacring those foreigners who
attempted to colonize theiwr lands, and resisting, with an instinctive horror,
the attemipts of French Jesuits to bring them into subjection, and to fasten
their faith upon them ; their case seemed utterly hopeless, but

“There is a wideness in God’s mercy
Like the widoness of the sea,”

and in the space of seventy years these wild savages have become a Christ-
an nation, Christian not only in its Christian temples and worship, in its
family altars, and its new-found zeal, but in the holy living, the gentle yet
firm adherence to tae gospel of Christ, the readiness to endure martyrdom
for His sake, and that sublime forgiveness of injuries and wrongs, and readi-
ness to bestow kindness on their enemies, which they could only have learned
from the Sermon on the Mount.

When Radama I. ascended the throne in 1810, no tribe of the Malagasy,
not even the Hovas, who were in many respects the most advanced of all the
tnbes, had a written language ; all were warlike, cruel andblood-thirsty, {alse,
deceitful and dishonest, lustful and treacherous, suspicious and revenge-
ful. They had no clear ideas of a Supreme Being, and no notion of a future
state. There had never been Mohammedanism or any other system of false
rehzion ou the island, but simply fetichism and the worship of ancestors.

Their king, at first King of the Hovas only, and not even of all of them,
had, by his ambition and enterprise. and by his courage and audacity, so far
subdued the numerous tribes on the island, that he was justified in assuming
the title of King of Madagascar, and his right to that title was recognized
by Great Britain, and laterby France. He was a man of considerable ability,
and sufficient foresight to know that 1t was best to form an alliance with
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some European power, and thus obtain for his people a written language,
and, what he valued still more, arms and instruction for his army in military
matters, that he might be more successful in his schemes of conquest,
Through the influence of the British Resident, M. Hastie, he was mnduced
to permit the London Missionary Society to establish schools and churches
there; to reduce the language to writing, and to translate the Scriptures and
other books into the Malagasy tongue; and to prohibit the foreign slave
trade. He kept hus promises to the English Government ; but for himself, Le
was an uncultured barbarian and savage; his wars were marked by constant
rapine and license ; his government was stern and often cruel, and his pu-
ate life stained by lust and polygamy. The idol worship, a sort of fetichusm,
was maintained throughouthis reign, the idol-ieepers received their offerings,
and the worship of ancestors was as active as ever. Yet it may be said 1o
his credit, that he did not suffer the missionaries to be molested in their
work during his life.

These missionaries of the London Missionary Society lelt England early m
1818, and commenced their work in Madagascar at once. There was mucl
preliminary work to be done; the language was to be reduced. to writing,
and thoroughly mastered, school-houses and churches built, the desire for
education awakened, and even the first eiements of the knowledge of God,
as a supreme Governor and Ruler of the universe, introduced into these
darkened minds; then they were to be taught the guilt and destructiveness
of sin, and the need of a Redeemer, and made to comprehiend that Jesus had
come to be their Saviour. The work was great, and the opposition of the
idol-keepers was intense and malignant, but in a wonderfully short time
they began to see the fruits of their labors. The Spirit of Godillumined
these dark hearts, and they crowded to the mission-houses to hea. the Worq
of God, and soon o Pentecostal season was presented to the eyes of the as.
tonished misstonaries. In 1828, ten years after they left England, the Scrip.
tures of the New Testament were translated into this soft and bLeautiful
tongue, hymns of faith and hope, such as had cheered the saints of Godin
other lands, were translated, set to music and sung; 100 schools had been
established and 10,000 children were under instruction; 15,000 of the people
were hopefully converted and between 7,000 and 8,000 had professed their
faith in the churches; already some of the most promising converts had be.
gun to preach the gospel they had so lately received, and as the Malagasy
are “‘a nation of orators,” thewr preaching was attended with great and pre-
cious results. The churches, *“ walking in the fear of the Lord and the com-
fort of the Holy Ghost, were greatly enlarged and multinlied.” But the
time was soon coming, when the genuineness of this work was to be tested by
the fires of persecution.

On the 27th of July, 1828, Radama L. died at the age of thirty-six. His suc-
cessor should have been, according to Oriental custom, his nephew, the son
of his sister, a very worthy young man, but Radama’'s second wif» (he
had twelve), a bigoted idol worshiper, and a woman who rivaled in her
crimes Catharine IL. of Russia, though she did not possess her intellectual
or political ability, aided by some of the idol-keepers, intrigued for, and ob-
tained the throne. No sooner was she fairly established, than she put to
death every near relative of #he late king, and every prominent noble who
had favored Rakoto, the legitimate heir to the throne. She was crowned in
1829 as Ranavalona I. She soon issued a decree forbidding any foreigners,
especially Europeans, from coming into her dominions: and soon after an
other, prohibiting the missionaries from teaching religion to the Malagasy, or
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holding any meetings or societics which should be attended by them; they
might teach sciences, or the mechanic arts, but not religion, and all churches
must be closed. Most of the missionaries left the island in 1833. In 1834
another decree was promulgated forbidding any meeting public or private of
the people to talk of religion, under penalty of arrest, and if found guilty, of
punishment by death. Under this decree many Christians were banished
and a few put to death.

In 1835 a fanatic, who had mingled some Christian doctrine with his
prayers to his idols, and had approached the queen’s palace to address herin
rezard to his creed, was seized and put to death, and the rage of the queen
pemg roused by this incident, she issued a decree that all persons suspected
of being Christians should be arrested and examined, and i’ they did uot
disavow their belief in Christ and offer worship to the idols, vhey should e
put to death. Nobly did the Christians stand this test. Some fled, but very
few would deny Christ. Some were beheaded, others bealen to death,
others still, and a large number, were hurled {rom the lofty rock on which
the City of Antananarivo, the capitol, is built, and fell mangled corpses at its
base.

The present Prime Minister of Madagascar relates an incident in connec-
tion with thisslaughter, of which his father, one of the judges, was a witness:
A mother and daughter were brought for examination ; the mother confessed
her faith in Chvrist, refused to worship the idols, a.:d was summarily thrown
over the rock; then the daughter, a beautiful girl of fifteen, came forward
and said : «“ I, too, am a Christian ; throw me over.” The judge said. ‘‘She .
1s only a child, and does not know what she is saying ; take her away.” But
theyoung girl wasfirm. ¢‘Ibelieve in th~ Lord Jesus Christ,” shesnid, ¢“and
1will not worship idols. Throw me over!” Once more the judge tried
tosave her. ““My child,” he said, ¢“life is sweet to you. Only bow your head
ever so slightly toward the idol, and you shall be free. T will take youto
my own home.” ¢ No!" said the young maiden, *“I will bow to no God but
Jesus Christ.  He is my Saviour. Throw me over.” And throw her over,
they did.  More than two thousand were put to death at this time (1849) by
tins cruel queen, because they would not deny Christ, and several thousand
wote m the course of her reign ; others were subjected to torture, and many
more to the ordeal by drinking the tangena, a poison prepared to try the guilt
or innocence of suspected persons.  But it was not alone against the Christ-
1n subjects of this bloody queen that her malignant and murderous tem-
per was manifested. On various pretenses, the most common one being
that they were conspiring against her, she put to death most of the principal
men in her realm ; and when her son, whom she claimed as the son of Rada-
wa, thongh born about o year after hisdeath, had arrived at hiseighteenth or
mmeteenth year, and had shown a disposition to be more merciful than his
mother, and to pity the Christians whom she persisted in slaughtering, she
tried toput him to death for conspiring against her. She was, during mostof
lerreign, constantly engaged in wars with the other tribes on theisland; andas
her armies were badly handled, and her treacherous management was noto-
nou, she almost depopulated whole provinces of Imerina and the adjacent
country. It was estimated that more than a million men, women, and chil-
dren perished in her wars. The French made repeated attempts to establish
tettlements on the coast, but were repulsed either by her ambushes or by the
teadly fevers of the coast. At length her own people grew tired of her op.
pression, and would have dethroned her had not sickness attacked her hith-
erto robust frame, and weakened her imperious will.  She lingered for some
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months, and {inally died on the 16th of August, 1861, one of her last acts,
July 8, 1861, being the ordering of a new and more terrible persecution against
the Christians, of whom she had obtained a list. Many perished under thus
edict, but the new king, her son, proclaimed universal amnesty and the resto-
ration of property to all Christians. Thusdied, afterthirty-three years’ reign,
Ranavalona I., “unwept, unhonored and unsung.” Her whole administru-
tion was unmarked by a single good or noble act.
(Concluded in our next number.)

TRANSLATIONS FROM FOREIGN MISSIONARY MAGAZINES.
BY REV. CHAS. C. STARBUCK, ANDOVER, MASS.

THE Allgemeine Missions-Zeitschrift sums up the work in Eust Africa thus :

* There are to-day, within the Lake Region of East Africa, extending to the coast, fiom
Kilimanjaro in the north to the highlands of the Shird in the south (not reckoning some
little out stations) 44 Protestant missionaries, inclusive of the unordained, such as phys.
clans, artisans, agriculturists, teachers, male and female. A small number,itis true, cuin.
pared with the extent of the region, which is from five to six times as large as the whole
German Empire. Buu if we bear in mind that some 15 yearsback two little mnissionary at-
tempts were all that was found here: the little Kisulutini and the then rather inert
Universities Mission on Zanzibar Island, it is, after all, not so trifling an advance which
Protestant missions havemade here in & decade and a half. We must consider also the
sacrifices which these achievements have cost : hot in mouey merely, or mainly, but the
sacrifice of human lives and human health. At least fifty men and several women have
given up their lives for East Africa, some of them noble, highly-gifted men. In view of
these facts, we are compelled into reverence for the Christian heroism which, thank God,
still lives in evangelical missionary circles. There have notyet been great visible results,
The timne has been too short for this, especially as the unhealthiness of the climate has
necessitated a frequent change of laborers, and the languages are yet but little known,
whilc East Africa has been involved in difficuities peculiar to herself. The baptisms which
have taken place (perbaps about 1800 1n all) are all in the English missions, which (with the
exception of the L. M. S. on Lake Tanganyika) are the carlhicst. The German missious are
not yet beyond incipicncy."

The Zeitschrift, in a very favorable notice of the Atlas published by the
Church Missionary Society, takes occasion to correct a few inaccuracies,
Thus: it states that the Unitas Fralrum commenced its work in South
Africa aslate as 1792. Its continuous work dates from then, but its first
missionary, George Schmidt, landed in 1737. The Basel Society is credited,
on the Gold Coast, with 4,000 ¢ adherents,” while in fact 1t has more than
7,000 baptized members. Most of the European societies, I may remark,
baptize those who,after competent instruction, areready to break definitively
with heathenism. Only a minority of these are commonly admitted to the
communion. These societies, therefore, nced three headings: Adherents,
Baptized Members, Communicants. The Atlas, moreover, gives the whole
number of Protestant Christians in Africa as about 800,000, whereas, the
Zeitsehrift remarks, it should be put (inclusive of Madagascar) at fully twice
that amount.

Dr. Warneck, in the preface to lus work on ¢« Missions in the Light of the
Bible.” remarks:

It is, to me, a peculiar happiness, that, by God's grace, peculiar acceptance is falling to
the share, above all, of these Biblical views of nissions.  Unless I err, what the missionary
work now needs, as first and foremost, is tobe deepened.  And to bo decpened, it 18 above
allnecdful thatit should be plunged and bathedin God's word. And, morcover, for the first
awakening of agenume missionary hfe, I am, as I grow older, more and more convin:ed
that it is the Bible which must do the chief work.™

The Zeitsehrift in its keenly critical, and therefore more valuable,remarks

on the late Missionary Conference says 3
*Iu the various gatherings at tins conference, both at the boginx 2g and throughoutits
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course, we were struck with the fact that prayer occupied a place of greater prominence
and dignity than is commonly the caso with us in similar conferences, where prayer is too
often treated asan official necessity which cannot bo evaded, while in London it was easy
to mark the spirit of earnestness and genuine fervor.”

The following is a passage from a sermon of General Superintendent Lohr,
of Kassel, Germany, reported in the Zeitschrift. A superintendentin Ger-
many is 2 clergyman of virtually Episcopal functions:

wiBehold, I have set before thee an open door.! Thesc are the words in which the Lord
is now addressing every missionary society. Butwhether there is energy in store, to avail
themselves of this access which Ho has secured for themn, whether missionaries will be
found who will go in through the opened gates, that, beloved, depends on the inward state
of therchurch which supports the missions, on her self-devotion, and power in prayer.
Wiere a great door is opened there, too, are always many adversaries. Paul experienced
this 1 Ephbesus, and no less does the church in her missionary work of to-day. Whether
the skeptical doubts which are expressed concerning this work arerecognized and rejected
as futile, depends on whether there are men in every place that lift up holy hands without
wrath or doubting, who know how to pray in the name of Jesus, and who, out of the riches
of His promise, know how to draw upon heavenly assistance for the work epjoined. Aswo
shall Jdo little for missions unlil we are thoroughly in earnest with our giving, so, still
carlier, must we come to be thoroughly in earnest with our praying.

“We must learn topray in the name of Jesus for missions, and for this it is not ecnough
that we do something, and give something, for them, We must euter into true and com-
plete communion of life with Him—absolutely give up individual interest, and place our-
selves wholly at His disposal. The promisc that our prayer shall be heard is conjoined by
the Lord Jesus with the parable of the vine and the branches. *If ye abide in me, and my
words abide in you, ye shall ask what yc will, ana it shall be doue unto you.' It is such peo-
ple that the Holy Ghost in our time s seeking~such that He is secking to bring together
out of all church communions; people who are thoroughly in earnest in thetr devotion to
the work of the Lord, and to the Lord of the work. Where there are Christians,-who pre-
sent their souls for the name of the Lord Jesus, resolved for His name to doeverything, for
His namo to suffer everything, these the Holy Spirit also introduces into the use of the
name of Jesus, and brings them, through experiences of the hearing of prayer, into the at-
tainment of a conswinmate joy. There was.great joy among the disciples when they saw
their Jesus, risen from the dead, again in bodily presence in their midst. But yet greater
jor was theirs when they discovered that to the requests which they made known before
Gud i the name of Jesus for the suceess of His cause, an-answer descended from heaven.
Wheever bas experienced auswers to prayer will acknowledge with me that they are the
very Jewels in our remembrances of the past. Peter names as the end of faith a joy un-
speakable and fullof glory. And answers to prayer bring into the heart the forctaste of
such 2 joy. These answers to prayer blot out vur doubts, confirm our adoption, whose privi-
lege aud prerogative the Father makes good to us thereby. They draw aside the curtain
thiat hangs between our Father's house and the frail tabernaclesof our pilgrimage, and
giveus to look into the royal law of hberty, accurding to whose pattern God 1s redecining
this yorld of death vut of the curse resting on it, and transforming it into tho glory for
which it was destined and created.™

The Zeitschrift has some keen remarks upon Canor Taylor's ostentatious
patronage of Islam :

“Iam nct acquainted with the antecedents of this gentleman.” [The writer is notaware,
evidently, of the plulological eminence of Canon Taylor, and of lus familiarity with the
East. This, however, does not imply any profound knowledge of the religious worth of
Xohammedanism, And whether it concerned Islam or heathenisz, it s with Zood reason
that the German wriler goes ol to say ] ** Of missionary matlers he knewnothing. Yet, on
the strength of his general culture, he imagined himself competent, after o preparation of
afew weeks, or perhaps @ few months, w present a paper respecting one of the most diffi-
cult questions 1n the fleld of missions. If he bhad merely assumed to instruct the Church
vongress this might have passed, as most of them probably kuow atleast as httieabout the
matter as mself.  But ho hasalso undertaken to instruct and to rebuie those who have
atleastlabored in the cause as many years us hie has probably spent days upon the study
of 1t, A few facts and figures hastily thrown together ¥ [like those by which ho has con-
verted Sir Willinm Hunter's fifty millions of Iindu races waiting for conversion to Chris-
vany mte kalf a million] * had given him the courage to assumo tho air of an expert.™

The Berliner Missions-Berichie, at the end of the yecar 1888, report the
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finances of the Berlin- Society as in a favorable state, partly in consequence
of larger amounts paid in to cover the deficit, partly as the result of a great
bazaar held in Berlin in March, and realizing $6,000, partly through larger
receipls of the Collecting Society (Sammelverein). In these ways the deficit
of April 1, 1888, namely, $30,721.76, has been reduced to $12,0062.65.

The editor of the Allgemeine-Missionszeitsehrift thinks that in ihe present
fervorof zeal against the East Alrican slave-trade there is likely to be a good
deal of hot-headed crusading, which, like the earlier crusades, will cost o
great deal and accomplish little. He is very jealous, it appears to me too
Jealous, of the creait which Cardinal Lavigerie is acquiring. But his opinion
is always well worth attention. Hesays:

*Thereare times when great and noble aims encounter strong opposition, and only slowly
and with difliculty win the adhesion of wider circles. And there are times when thereis g
universal enthusiasm for them, and indeed it almost becowes the mode. At such times
there goes, as it wero, a general fever of hallucination (& mad intoxication) through
the world, and peoplc arc very scusitive over anything like a sober criticism. But thesc
intoxicated enthusicsms are commonly a fire of straw., Some years ago it was the Colonial
fever, now it is the anti-slavery fever. In the time of the colonial fever 2 man ran g1 at
danger of being accuscd of a want of patriotism, if he so much as endeavored toinstil g
few drops of modest consideration into the boundless enthusiasm which promised itself
nothing but mountains of gold. To-day he mirht well fear that he would be accounted a
defender of slavery if 1.» should preach patience 1 regard to the removal of thus great cvil,
and should warn against the large employment of force™

Canon Taylor, in his recent contemptuous dispar:{gements of the present
missionary activity of the Protestant churches, mckes great use of compu-
tation, and reckons how many thousand, or scores of thousands of years, at
the present rate of conversion, it would require to overtake the mcrease of
the world's population in a single year. Dr. Warneck malkes the followmg
application of his principle: In the apostolic age the population of the Ro-
man Empire reached about 120,000,000. Reclkoning the births each year as
twelve per thousand, we have an annual increase of 1,440,000. According to
tolerably trustworthy estimates there were at the end of the first century—
that is, about 70 yeu.s after Christ's public appearance, about 200,000 Chris-
tians. Therefore, assuming that the population had remained stationary, it
should have required 500 years to overtake the increase of a singlc year, and
42,000 ycars to convert the population. Assuming, however, that the tern-
ble pestilences and other calamities of the first six centuries after Christ had
reduced it one-half, it would still have required 21,000 years to Christiagize
it. Yet before A. 0. 600 heathenism had entirely disappeared from the em-
pire. The apcstles did not have u Canon Taylor as the keeper of their con-
sciences, but th: Holy Spirit of powerand love, and of a sound mind, and,
therefore, went on toconvert the kingdoms, leaving statistics to take care of
themselves. Ve wonder whether Canon Taylor has ever heard of alaw of
increasc called geometrical progression? ¢« The apostles, Herr Canon,” says
Dr. Warneck, ¢ were probably not, like yourself, great arithmeticians, but
they were heroes of faith. They bolieved, with full and firm conviction,
what is written in the last of Matthew concerning the omnipotent omni-
presence ol thir Savie v with them. Thercfore, they said: ¢Toa minority
with Jesus belongs victory and the future. . . . And we now see that
the event has justified their faith.”

The editor « { the Zettschrift subjects Canon Taylor’s assumption, that the
present rate of increase is the perpetual rate of increase, to the scrutiny of
facts. ‘Thus, in China, there were of native Protestant Christians (assuming
communicants to be one-third of the whole) :
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1857, 1807, 1877, 1897,
ab. 2,000 14,800 39,000 95,000

Moreover, in the first fifteen years the anunual rate of increase was about
183, in the first decade following 1,280, the second 2,420, the third 5,600.
Accepting Canon Taylor’s scornful comparison of the tortoise and tie train,
and assuming that this progressioii of the rale of increase continues in
China for 100 years, the tortoise will by thut ¢ime have fur outstripped the
train.

In Jopan, assuming the same proportion of native Christians to commu-
nicants in the Protestant churches, we have: ’

1876, L 1s 1886, 1887,
ab. 3,000 14500 43,000 58,000

In five years the number had much more than tripled.

In Airica things are but in their beginning, and we can give but vague
guosses.  But that the same law obtains there as in China and Japan up-
pears trom two proofs derived from opposite sides of Africa. InGuines the
Basel Missionary Society, whose labors there have been sadly checked by the
climate, but which has had a mission there since 1827, shows the followmng
results. Native Christians:

1857, 18067, 1877, 1887,
367 1,509 3,607 7,495

That is, the rate of increase, instead of remaining stationary to please
Canon Taylor, persisted in advancing with the age of the mission. ‘In
thirty years the number of converts had increased fwenty-fold.

«In Madagascar the Protestant missionaries began their work in 1818.
After ten years there were only 50 Malagese catechumens. Then followed a
zeneration of persecution, compelling the missionaries to leave the island.
Yet, at the end of 1368, there were 37,112 Christians, and this number, in
consequence of the conversion of the Queen, had, in 1878, grown to about
250,000. The increase here, therefore, was by leaps and bounds, making the
talk about tortoise and train idiotic. Now, however, a check ensued because
the evangelical societies would not content themselves with a mere external
reception of Christianity. Accordingly now came a time of traming and
sifting. In the last ten years, therefore, the increase relatively has not been
important, perhaps 50,000 for all the Protestant societies, besides the 73,000,
more or less, claimed by the Roman Catholics. I adduce precisely thisex-
amj e« Madagascar to illustrate the absurdity of these Taylorian ¢com-
putations,” When God'’= hour has struck, ‘a nation may be born in a day;’
and on the other hand, when such « draught has been taken that the nets
begin to break, & long time together may be almost wholly occupied with
sorting the fishes, Indeed, for a while the writers may be all fished out.”

To return to India, which has to bear the bruntof Canon Taylor's con-
temptuous incredulity as to the prospects of missions, we find, of native
Protestant Christians, including Ceylon :

1561 1871 1851,
213,370 318,363 528,590
The numbver thus has doubled in about fifteen years.

STUDENT VOLUNTEER MOVEMENT FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Reports from 262 colleges show that 47 presidents and 31 corresponding
secretaries of College Y. M. C. A.s are volunteers. The list of volunteers
represents 240 colleges.

Mr. R. P. Wilder reports that God is blessing his efforis greatly, and asks
the prayers of voluntcers. The studentsin Lane Seminary propose to unite
with a neighboring church in supporting o missionary. Fifty men in
Lebanon, Tenn., have pledged £330 for the support of an alumnusin the for-
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eign field. Twelve students and one professor in the R. P. Seminary, West
Virginia, have pledged a like amount, and hope to get $100 move. M.
Wilder’s visits have not only awakened a deeper interest in this financial
problem, and urged the personal claim of foreign missions, but, besides, souls
are being brought to Christ.

The students of the United Presbyterian Seminary at Allegheny, and those
of Grove City, Westminster, and some other institutions, have combined to
send out the Rev. J. H. Martin to India. The students in the seminary at
Xenia, and some others, and churches like the Third Church, Pittsburgl,,
and the Second, Fourth, and perhaps First, Allegheny, are each taking up
particular missionary, either in the field or about to go, and providing for
his support. Caremustbe taken to see that in no case shall the raismg of
funds for such purpose interfere with the carrying on of the regular ex-
penses of the missions. Thus fav, 1n every case, such assurance has lLeen
given.

One who has litely decided to become a missionary writes: I feel a new
interest and increased zest in life. I have now a motive power which bids
me waste my time no longer. I wish to go out to Japan, if Ihave to paymy
own expenses out, and spend my life in telling of Christ and Him crucified,”

Reports from the foreign mission boards, though not complete, show 103
volunteers sent, and 16 others appointed. Nineteen have gone to Japan, 18
to China, and 16 to India; in smaller numbers, to Turkey, Syria, Siam and
Laos, Persia, Mexico, Korea, Burmah, Bulgaria, and Africa. Forty-nine col-
leges are represented, and 12 mission boards. The Y. M. C. A. Foreign
Education Committee has sent out 9. Of the 103 already sailed, 66 are men
and 87 women.

An English gentleman looks upon this army of volunteers as applying for
positions of $1,000 a year, and does not find the fact very stimulating. He
says:

‘1 entirely concar in all the reasons yon give for *going,’ only should not the ‘word *volunteer-
ing * be substituted for * going,' this * going * being in so many cases still such a very remote con-
tingency ? By all means emphasize that word *going,” and ask the Lord to show you how far jour
‘going* is conditional or otherwise. * Put your own precepts into practice !* I re-echo your cry,
¢ Oh, for 500 Elijahs, cach one on his Mount Carmel, crying tNTo GoD (not unto the churches,. Then
weo should soon have the clouds bursting with blessing.

** Referring againto your appeal as it stands, if the churches refuse to give you reasonable aid, 1t
may bo that tho churches will be disgraced ; but, toquote your own words, *docs go mean stay*
until tho churches will guarantee you the comforts and luxurics they provide for others? As jou
very justly point out, the heuthen are dying at the rate of 100,000 a day, not only while tho churches
hesitato about subscribing so large a sum for salaries, dut while you are wailing for them o do
so/ Decpend upon it, dear friends, that 1if you would only devote your energies.as did the Cam-
bridge Band, to enforcing on all, commencing at yoursclves, the necessity of sanctification in ats
widesi sense ;—if you would emphasizo by personal example and experienco and testimony the
blessedness of absolute consecration to God of time and talents, of personal tastes and inclinations,
you would {ind that there would bo no occasion to appeal for funds.

*“In conclusion, rccognizing the missionary fleld as probably the most honorable post in the
Lord’s servico, it is sad to sco aspirants for that noble calling tirrowing themselves on the churches,
and on socictics, instead of throwing themselves on God. . . . *‘Commit thy way unte the Lord,
trust also in Him, and ho will bring it to pass.’

‘Whatever in the above communication is worthy of consideration, no ac-
count is taken of the fact that much of the delay on the part of volunteas
is due to unfinished courses of preparation, while the 103 who have already
sailed is a substantial earnest of what is to be in the course of the next five
or ten years. In the second place, the widespread enthusiasm displayed
during the last year among students in raising funds for the support of their
own representatives is practical evidence that volunteers are not waiting
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for $1,000 positions, but are both ready to go themselves, and also to send
their brothers as soon as prepared.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING.

The first meeting of the Exccutive Comnuttee of the Student Voluntcer Movement for
Forcign Missions was held in Now York Feb. 14.  The object of the meeting was to perfect
theorzanization and deftne the work of the several commi’ teesand agents of thre Movement.
«The Student Volunteer Movement for Foreign Missions* was adoptedas the name of the
organization. The Executive Committee is to have the general oversight of the work, di-
yectiug the visitatwus of Mr. Wilder, sccuring corresponding members in various States,
bringing volunteers before tho Boards, and having charge of the finances. In addition
there is to be an Advisory Committee, composed of representative men in various parts
of the country and from prominent missionary organizations, who shall advise with tho
Eaceutive Committee on all measures of importance and connect the Movement with the
Jhurches,  Also corresponding members are to beappointed in each state and district alli-
snee. These members will have a local supervision of the work, acting in hine with exist-
jag organizations. They are to plan the visitation of volunteers to t. . churches and in-
stitutions of their state or district, and collect funds for incidental expenses. The general
finances will be in charge of the Exccutive Committee, Win. H. Hannum, 50 East 0th street,
N. Y. City, being Treasurer. Thefollowing is an estimate of annual expenses :

Office $450
Speceial Circulars 200

Traveling Secretary 800
Editorial 25
81,475

This amount is to beraised by voluntary subsemptions from individuals, churches, and
assoviations.  Already over $300 has cume muusolicited. Contributions for the support of
the Movement will be welcome.

NOTES ON NEW BOOKS OF A MISSIONARY CHARACTER.

The Bible in the Facific. By Rev. A, W. Murray, London: James Nisbet & Co. Price,
3150, Mr. Murray is the author of * Misslons in Western Polynesia,™ **The Martyrsof
Tolynesia,” and other missionary books. The specific object of the present workis toygive
asuccinet history of missionary work in the 1slands ot the Pacitic—Polynesia, The New
Hebrides, The Loyalty Islands, The Sandwich, Micronesia and the Marquesas~especially
the work of Bible translationand distribution. Thisaccount extends from the origin of mis-
sion work on Tahiti in 1797 to the closc of the year 1887. It embraces also historical notices
ot the different missions on all these islands, so that thereader can get a bird’s eye view of
what has beendone, and the present condition of missions in thatinteresting portion of the
werld.  Itrecords 2 vast amount of labor by men and women whose lives were consecrated
s the noblest Work m which man can engagze. Many of these honored workers have ceased
t-om their Jabors and gone to thewr reward, but their work livesin its blessed results. Itis
agreat joy toevery lover of the Bible to thinkof the immense amountof work accomplished,
a4l the progress i the vast fields unow embraced by the combined efforts of the British
and Foreizn, and other Bible Societies, aud the wmultitude of missionary societies which,
in conjunction with these,are working together for the good of man and the glory of
God.—J. M. S.

The Sailor’s Magazine, vol.1x., for 1888, American Scameu’s Friend Society. Itiswell
toput in permanent form, for ready reference, the montbly issues of our benevolent and
mussionary sucteties. The recorvd of this society isan lhionorable one, It has doae, and is
duing @ most unportant work, not only at home among the large number of secamen in port,
bat to those ou shipboard, by means of libravies and other agencies, and at all the chief
ports of the commercial world by means of chaplains, seamen’s chapels, * Sailors’ Rests,"”
apd the hke.  We do not half appreciate the necessity of converting the sailor. Wherever
fie yues he 15 o missionary of good or a missionary of evil. It is a2 matter for thankfulness
that a wider and deeper interest is springing up in all Christianlands in behalf of this inter-
esting class, resulting sn constautly ealarging agencices and efforts for their social and
relizious improvement. God bless and pr..sper more and more this greatsociety =J. M. S.

Life and Letlera of Wm. Fleming Stevenson, D.D. By his wife.—~London, Edinburgh, and
New York: Nelson & Sons.  We have been looking eagerly for this exquisite pen portrait
of vnie of the saintliest souls that ever wrought or plerded for missions. His precious wife
Isan artist, and hier brush is dippea in rave colors, such as only love could mix wnd mingle.
If any man or woman can read that volume without falling in love with the man it portrays,
and the woman who with such consummate artlessness,yet with sucn artistic pencil, has per-
fected the sketch, there must Lo something defective in tho responsive power of the heart
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of thoroador. Dr. Stevenson was another Pastor Harms, in Rathgar, Dublin. Withastrange
onthuslusm thet transfigured him, he spoke, and wrote, and wrought to spread abroad the
knowloedgo of missions, and to incite intelligent zeal in their behalf. No man in our geq.
aratlon, in any pastorate, has done such service to the cause of & world's evangelization,
Ho handlod in correspondence 10,000 lotters a year ; he went on a tour of missions ; he was
the fuithtul, sympothotic pastor of a large city church; ho electrificd congregationsaud
groat ovoloslasticnl assemblies with his amngelic cloquence. Where shall we find his
liko or look for his successor ¥—A. T. P. .

Stephon Hislop. Migsionary and Naluralist in India. By George Smith, LL.D., London :
John Murray. Hero is onenore of Dr. Smith's great contributions to missionary litera.
turo, Tho man who has written of Duff, and Wilson, and Carey needs no introduction to
our ronders.  This biography betrays his scholarly ard skillful pen. It tells the storyota
bonutifnllifo cut short by accidental drowning at the carly age of 46, but not before he
had glven twenty years to the building up of tho Christian mission and college in Central
Indin which are henceforth inseparably associated with his name. May Dr.Smith be
spaated to writo many nore rich missionary biographies.—A. T. P.

T'he Assam Afission of the American Baptist Missionary Union. Calcutta. J.W.Thomas,
This I8 @ colloction of papers aud discussions at the Jubiles Cunference held in 18§ in
Nowgoug, Nincteen missionaries were present, eight men and eleven women, besides
two missionnries ropresenting other societies. The conference lasted for cleven days,and
tho following are somoe of the subjects discussed :

Historlical sketehes of various churches aud missions, self-support, work for girls and
womon, aoducgational work, need and supply of a native ministry, extension of work,
provalling vices, translation, ete. No one who feels interested in this great division of
Indin will want to be without this book.—A. T. P.

John @. Paton, Misslonary to the New Hebrides. London: Hodder & Stoughton. This
bhook wo bhave read with boundless delight and profit. Its superior we do not know inall
tho rango of insstonary blography. Whether in delineation of his early home life, ns work
as o clty misslonnty ln Glasgow, or his subsequent career in Tanna, we have met nowherea
moro stimulating and inspiring book. It should be on the table of every lover of missions,
and would forma rare book for reading aloud in the family.—A.T. D.

Modern Missiongand Culture ; Their Mutual Relations. By Dr.Gustav Warneck., Trans.
Iatod by Dr. ThomasSmith. New York : Wilbur B. Ketcham. Price,$2.50. Thisbook has for
somo thine been dififeult to get hold of, being out of print.  Thedemand for it has compelleds
now odition with some fow verbal amendments. It need be scarcely said that whatever Dr.
Warneclt wrltesovery student of missions wishestoread. His** History of Protestant Mis-
alony, ‘180 translnted by Dr. Smith, is one of the standard workson such subjects. Dr. War-
necks slyle Is at once vigorous and beautiiul, and the translationis so happy that in Dr,
Smith's hands little if anything islostin the transfer toanother tongue. No book of which
wo know discusses godiscriminatingly the relations of culture to missions.  Whether judged
Ly extent and varioty of research, or by clearncess of statement and lucidity of argument,
this buok stands at the head on this theme.—A. T. P.

China's AMilions. Edited by J. Hudson Taslor, F. R. G. S. London : Morgan & Scott, 1888,
This is the oflicinl record of the marvelous work of the China Inland Mission Society. Tho origin
and history of this mission are so well known and appreciated that we need notenlarge upon them
horo. Hs succoxs may rank among tho “miracles of missions,” undertaken and carried on in
simplo dopendenco on God, making no appeal for monoy, its missionaries receiving no fixed
salary, largoly solf-supporting, and building not on other men’s foundations but penctrating to the
intorior of Clifun and establishing missions in prov.nces where no missionary had gone before,
18 ontlro work carrled on in the spirit of great sclf-denial and exalted consecration. God has
slgnally honorod this agency and made it conspicuous. The volume beforé wus, beautfully
Vound and full of illustrations, and sold for a song, i8 mado up of tho monthly issues of the
socloty for 1848, The yeur 1887, which is as late a date as tho official annual reports cover, was
a momorablo yenr {n its history, the income of the society being increased 59 per cent.,and I
new misslonaries boingsent out. The frontispicce ta the sv'umo consists of Lthe portraits of these
100 misglonarios. A finer and more intellectual-looking company of men and women it would be
dificult to ind.~J., M. 8.

DBright Bits for Readings in Missionary Socielies.—A collection of Essays, Stories, Colloguies
and Biblo Readings. This <mall, beautiful book containg the choice gleanings of years from the
lightor clags of missjonary literature, mado by Mrs. M. S. Budlong, connected with tho W. F. M. 8.
of tho Northwest (M. E. Church). The work supplies a felt nced, and will bo welcomed by
multitudes of our Womsan’s Missionary Branches and Bands, as furnishing fit and varied material
for anniveraary oxorcises and other public meetings in the interest of mizsions.—J. AL 8,
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Notes from our English Oorrespondent,
Rev. James Johnston.
I. Indja.~Pundita Ramabai.

Tms heroic lady, says o Calcutta tele-
gram, is actively engaxed ‘n organizing at
Bombay & home for the education of child-
widows of the higher castes. The United
States and Canada and other influential
{ricuds are generously responding to thoap-
peal for aid. During the mission, which
has lasted two and o balf years, Rs. 40,000
has been subscribed for the commencement
of the work, and an mcome of Rs, 10,000 per
annum for a period of ten yearsis guaran-
teed by the Committee at Boston with af-
flliated committees in other parts of the
States and Canada fur nun-sectarian teach-
ing. The object is to provide Brahmin
widows of high caste with an education
aud & home. Though not o child-widow
Lerself the labors of Rémabdi are notable
fora spirit of self-abnegation. Sho welcomes
her unfortunate countrywoinen in order to
savo them from the frequently recurring
miseries of despair, infamy and swcide,
By education and protection from evil it is
anticipated that many of these sisters may
vecome useful members of society, and,
possibly, happy wives and intelligent moth-
ers. The committees ave desirous of pro-
viling & home for those who choose to
study meaicine or be trained as nurses,
their instruction being obtained n hospitals
and schools. It isfurther intended to tvain
girls of all races to acquire qualification as
teachers of Kindergarten schools and day
schools.

Professor Max Mitlller writesthat his ** ex-
colient friend ™ Ré&mabii requires £15,000
for & scheme of philanthropy which may
save ot least a few souls from « life of hu-
milintion, disgrace, and despair, It is ap~
mlling to read in ** The High Caste Hindu
Widow," a brilliant work by Ramabsi on p.
109, that thie number of child-widows under
nine years of age is 18,97 ; from 10 to 11
years, 207,388 ; froin 15 to 19 yecars, 382,738,

II. Rukhmabai.

The last il from India announced that
the husband uf the recent heroine of the
famous suit for restitution of conjugzal
rights has married a second wife. Rulkh-
mabai suffered much persecution a year
agu because vn reaching years of discretion
she refuscd tu become the wife of her child-
husband. With rare courage she resisied
a kind of slavery which caunot be tolerated
inany portion of the British Empire. Even
from an Indian standpoint this form of an
infant-marringe  might with justice be
styled according to Indian-law terminolo-
gv, 8 rdkshasa, or dovil-marriage. The In-
dian Daily News forcibly observes that

Rukbmabai's case is o signal illustration of
one of the evils of a blind marriage and re-
fers to the existing injustice of the social
law, enabling the husband, as in the pres-
ent instance, to marry & second wife, while
the victim of the so-called first marriage is
debarred from all possibility of domestic
happiness.
III. Patna Mission.

The latest nows from Bangalore states that
in convequence of the ulleged abduction of a
Hindu girl by 2 Wesloyan Zenana Mission, for
the purposes of proselytism, the Komaties of
the town of Bangalore held s public meeting,
and resolved not to send their girls to tho mis.
sion schools, under pain of social ostracism.
The Mohammedans are showing a simflar atti-
tude against the Christians. Judgment in the
Patna Mission case has not yet been delivered.

IV. Wesleyan Foreign Missions.

In tion with the fi ial year which
closed in the last week of February it is reported
that the amount of receipts cquals that of the pro-
ceding year. The total income, which last year
was £125,000, will this year be increased by at
Teast £5,000, the result of the special effort made
at Christmas, Thia amouat is not applied to the
reduction of tho society’s debt, butto the in-
crease of the annual income. The General Com-
mittee haveo resolved that henceforth in all the
foreign districts the regular expenditure is to be
absolutely limited to the annual grants, and that
any additional outlay must Le met by special
local efforts. The current debt will probably be
considerably lessened by the time the annual
meeting of the society is held in May next in
London.

V. Christianity among the Jews.

At tho annual meeting of the Manchester aux-
iliary of the London Society for the Promotion
of Christianity amongst the Jows, the Chairman
noted with satisfaction the greater readiness
with which the Jews were reading the Old Tes.
tament and comparing it with the Now, and like-
wise thelr kindly hearing toward the missiona-
ries. The society was founded in 1809, at which
time all Christian bodlo- co-uperated in the work.
In the year 1815 the Dissenters withdrow from
the society, and it was reconstructed on purely
Church of England principles,and so it has con-
tinucd until now. Replying to the taunts which
wero often hurled at the expensiveness of the
gociety and offecting so few conversions, tho
Chairman remarked that since the society's in”
auguration more than 100,70 Jews had been
converted. Ho maintained that the society, in
spito of great unpopularity, was doing a grand
work, and was commanding much support from
Christian people. Tho subscriptions, which in
1837 sanounted to £36,316, were in 1333, £33,179,
a decrease of upward of £3,000.

VI. Africa, Bechuanaland.

Regarding with strong disapproval the con.
tomplated transfer of this territory from tho Im-
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perial Government to Cape Colony, the Wes-
leyans, who have for many years had flourish-
ing missions in that quarter of the globe, havo
formed an influential committee, consisting of
the Mission House authorities, together with a
numbor of Wesleyan members of Parliamout,
for the purposo of frustrating the object of the
colonial authorities. They take the ground that
the people of Bechnanaland are strongly op-
posed to the change, and that if the policy of
the Cape Governmentis allowed to prevailit will
be most disastrous to the interests of the natives.
VII. Logos (Western).

A lurid picture of the western part of this re-
gion has lately been presented by the English
district commissioner. The population, which
has been recruited for many years past by a
constant influx of refugees from the surround-
ing tribes, falls roughly into three divisions.
These are: the Popos, chiefly engaged in
fishing, forestry, and farming, but averse
to steady work of any sort, and much
addicted to theft; the TYombas, the most
enterprising people in the district; and the
Houssas, who are farmers and palm-nut gathe:-
ers, The Mohammedans among them are more
enterprising and industrious than the tetich wor-
shipers ; while the Christians, though few in
number, form a fairly thriving community.
But all are alike in *intense and obtuse con-
servatism, so long as they are left to their own
devices, and in a keen spirit of petty trading.*
The sole article of their moral codeis *“to du to
your neighbor as you hope to avoid being done
trbyhim." Itisuseless to appeal to any bigher
motive, and it is certain that without European
influence to urge them on commerce must de-
cline. Fishing is carried on wholly m the la-
goons, the people never having had the enter-
prise to build surf-boats, which would cuablo
them to engage in sea-fishing. Somne progress
has been made 1n agriculture, owing to the
efforts of the Roman Catholic Mission at Bad-
agry, the administrative center. In the Frah
Kingdom, alsc, the local British officer has
succeeded n mducing the people to plant a
considerable area of fertile land with corn, s0
that villages which were almost starving two
years ago on smoked fish are now supplying
large quantities of grain to the local markets.
But this increased prosperity has only increased
the drunken habats of the people, who exchange
for vile imported spirits the products of their
labor. Eatamu, the Frah capital, 18 rapidly
falling into a ruinous stato of disrcpair. Iuvery
fourth or fifth house 1sa rum shop, and the so
called palm-wine sheds are filled every mght
with drunken men and women. The evils of
the drink traffic are so apparent to the people
themselves that they have petitioned the, Gov-
ernor to put an end to the sale of hquor alto-
gether. If this were done the fertile flood
lands of Frah might become a source of food
supply for the whole colony. In spite of the
valuable resources of tho forests, nothing 18
dene to develop them save the collection and

treatment of tlio palm-nuts. Trading is tne
African’s special delight, but until quite recently
the markets of Lagos were not 1n & prosperogs
condition. Now that a British firm has estab.
lished a brauch at Badagry, and made the placo
a market town, 1t is ostimated that 5,000 per.
sons with every variety of native produce a~-
semblo thoro every market day, and in eight
months the monthly export has increased from
£30 to £1,8/8. Cocoanut planting, road mak.
ing, corn-growing, and the cessation of the drini
trafic appear to bo the official methods for
civilizing the West African negro.

VIII. What BEvangelical Preaching hag

Done for the Heathen.

At the recent Conference 1n London upon
Evangelical Preaching, the Rev. E, E. Jen.
kins, the disg.inguished missionary late of
India and one of the ex-Presidents of the
Wesleyan Conference, read an important
paper. A brief summary of 1t 1s presented
to the readers of TER MISSIONARY REVIEW op
THE \WORLD.

Mr. Jenkins attributed much of the suc-
cess which had attended the labors of Prot.
estant missions in various parts of the
world to earngst evangehcal preaching, by
which he meant the preaching of the Cross.
The history of modern missions brouzht
out triumphantly the message of the Cruss,
and witnessed to the unimpaired fascina-
tion and revolutionizing power of the name
and person of Jesus among heathen races.
There was no story which offered a more
conclusive defense of cvangelical preaci-
ing than the Fijt Mission. By the mission-
aries the barbarians were charmed wto g
life of gentleness, of purity, of sweet intel-
ligence, and of fruitful inQustry, aad an-
other people was added to the civilized na-
tions of the world. The London Missionin
Madagascar formed another example of the
suceess of evangelical preachingin heathen
countries, attesting to the strange puwer
of the gospel of Jesus equally strikingly and
conclusively. Was not the stury of the
mission in Lower Burmah another chapter
in the lstory of evangelical preaching?
The founders of that nussion had devoted
themselves mainly to preaching Jesus aud
translating His words into the ianguage of
the people. Then the love of Christ so
awakenedin the heartsof the converts, drew
them together, and created within them the
elements of family law and communal or-
ganization, bringing forth the highest vir-
tues of a human society, morahty, intelh-
gence, thrift, courage, public spirit, benefi
cence and phlanthropy, enriching and tor-
tifving Christian evidence by another proof
that faith in the Christ of God was the seed
of a nation. The Rev. Dr. Macfariane, of
New Guinea, cloquently testified, by many
powerful 1lustrations, to the good which
had been done 1n that island by evangehcal
preaching.
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Africa.—Mohammedan Revolution in
Uganda. Pubhic attention has recently,
and for dufferent reasons, been very gener-
ally directed to Uganda, a large province of
Central Africa lying round the north shore
of Victoria Lake. The country proper con-
tains about 20,000 square miles; its depend-
cucles embrace about 40,000 more.

on lus first expedition across Africa, Mr,
Stanley introduced us to Uganda, whose
cruel and powerful king, Mtesa, became un-
der lus influence favorable to Christianity.
Hereceived, and frequently befriended and
aded, tho missionarics of the Church of
England and of Rome. Until sdeathabout
two years ago, Chnistianity had made re-
markable progress n Uganda, and that
kingdom was one of the most powerful in
Central Africa. Mtesa was succeeded by
msson Mwanga, & weak, vain, and treach-
erous man, who reversed his father’s policy
and undoubtedly ordered the murder of
Bishop Hanmington about one year ago. Of
course, Mwanga was o coward as well as o
cruel and blood-stained despot. Because he

made Ugzaunda tmpenetrable, no direct news
from Wadelai about the movements of Stan-
ley or Emin Pasha could reach Zanzibar.
Very naturally he was obliged to face an
nsurrection. To save his worthless life he
fled frutn his kingdomn, and hisolder brother,
K.wewa, succeeded him. Because under s
rule the missionaries were again 1n favor,

Kivewa was soon forced to abdicate before
anausurrection 1ncited by the Arabs, whom

the policy of s brother had brought mto

tire kingdum, and 1 wlieh such of hiiown
subjects as apposed the mssionaries cheer-
fully participated. Wlile about a score of
missionaries escaped unharmed, alt mis.
sionary propeity was destroyed, many na-
tive mcissionaries were murdered, the Arabs
became dominant n Uganda, and the king-
dom, 1t may be for several years,is closed
agamst Christiamty. The living mission-
artes have quite recently been ransomed.
What 1s to be the influence of this new

Arab Kingdom 1n Central Africa? This,

with many, 1s & pressing question. In an-

swering 1t we must remember that these
sa-calied Arabs really have in their vewns no

Arab blond, They are coast Arabs of the

lowest classes, and the proud and strong

Uzanda cinefs will not submit for any con-

stderable length of time to the rule of any

such men. They may use such men ; they
will never become thewr slaves. The coun
try s more Nikely to be broken up mnto hos-
tile sections, These may wear themselves
out 11 wars agzainst each other, and thus
may be realized the hope that the British

East African Company, from their new ter-

ritory between Victoria Nyanza and the

coast, would push tts tnfluence and 1ts ope-
rations over Uganda, and the whole lake
region of Central Africa. These Arab siave-
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traders aro certainly not the men to con-
structor reconstruct an empire. Those who
know them best see no prospect that they
will he able by intrigue, which is their only
agency, to sustain themselves in Uganda,

The character and habits of the Uganda
people seem to forbid their enslavement.
They are the only people in Central Africa
that clothe themselves from head to fout.
Thousands of European weapons and imple-
ments ate found in thewr possess.on, and
ready workers in iron, they immediately
imitate what they import. They are apt
lingwists, and their children have rapidly
acquired the French and English languages
from the mssionaries. They have neither
1dols nor fetiches. They have no afiliations
with Mohammedanism, and are not hkely to
become its subjects for any considerable
time. There is sti}l good reason to hope for
& better future for Uganda.—~N. Y. Evan-
gelist,

China,—Religions of. The old religionsof
Buddhism and Taouism are losing their hold
upon the faith and affections of the people.
You may ecriticise and ridicule both sys-
tems, and the people will join in theridicule.
I hear that some people mn England talk of
adopting Buddhism as their creed. China,
alter centuries of trial, will make you a
present of 1t for nothing. She has found the
hght to be darkness, and she feels the dark-
ness of tt to-day. Why, in the northern part
of China there are thousands turning away
from the old creeds, and forming new creeds’
and new societies. You will find men there
hungering after they know not what, wan-
dering they know not whither, but knowing
that they are not satisfled—human hearts
longing, and no one to bring them to the
fountain of hving waters where they may
drink and be satisfied. No doubt Confucian-
1sm stili holdsits power over people. It talks
of its learning and literature, It appealsto
national pride,andstirsupraceanimosities.
But Confucianism 1s only & philosophy. It
18 not a religion, and we need not fear it. It
does not occupy the ground that we occupy,
but 1ts talk 1s of the earth, earthy—of the
five social relations and the five constant
virtues. Nota word about God, not a word
about the soul, not a word about eternity,
sin, or satvation,— Rev, George Gwen.

—There 1s evidence that American com-
mercee with China wul suffer on nccount of
the new Chinese exclusion Jaw that is now
bewng rizidiy wforced at alt the portsof the
Unmited states. A Shanghat paper, the Ce-
testial Empire, says that there have already
been anti-American riotsin Canton,and the
populace feel that :if Chinamen cannot go to
America they should exclude Americans
from Chma. The Foochow Echo gives sumi-
lar news, and adds that the strong party in
China which hates foreigners has recently
Yeen displaying & dangerous spirit. The
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Chinese Government, which has refused to
ratify the exclusivn treaty with the United
States, is not averse to these manifesta-
tions. There is reason to apprehend that
disagreeable results may be experienced by
American traders in China, and by the
shippers of thosec American goods that have
been coming into use among the Chinese.
But we can bear with all this provided the
missionarics are not interfered with.

—A recent conflagration in & remote
Chinese village destroyed tho ancestral
hote of the family of Cunfucius, with allits
contents, texts on stone, commentaries,
carvings in jade and alabaster, jars of por-
celain ; in short, one of the most remarkable
literary and artistic collections 1n the
world, containing as it did every extant
memorial of the great teacher,

—A cable dispatch from Shanghai, January
80, states that the mperial astrologers de-
clare that the recent fire 1n the Emperor's
palace at Pekin was a 1cevil omen, intended
as o warning against .ne approach of west-
ern wventivn., An unperial decree  tias,
therefore, been issued prolubiting  the
further extension of the Tiensin Radway.

India.—The Government of India and the
liquor traffic. Mr. W. S. Caine, ML.P., 10 &
powerful ~speech 1n the Town Hall, Calcutta,
asserted that the Government of India is
stimulating the excise system for revenue
considerativus. In proof of tlus he showed
that the reveuue from country spirits in-
creased ten per ceat. per annum, while the
revenue from umpurted spiritshad increased
fifty per cent.during the past eight years.
M. Cane quoted this damaging statement
from the lute finaucial member of the Vice-
roy's Council, Mr. Westland: * That he
lovked hopefully fur an increase 1n the ex-
cise system 1n Northern India.” The con-
trast between thus statement and the atter-
ances of three Euglish chancelurs of the
exchequer whum he had heard ** congratu-
late England un the decrease of the eacise
system,” was very painful, Mr, Caune
quoted frum the reports of all the provinces
1n India to show that the men who tried to
realize Mr. Westland's hopes were ap-
plauded and prumoted by the Government,
The Bengal Guvernment had sinzled vut sia-
teen gentlemen for special honors under
this head.

From the acts of individual cullectors the
stimulating policy of Ge vernment was secu,
The Darjceling collector compelled a tea
planter—who did not know the law—to open
a liquor shop vn hus land, and the collector
at Burrisal tried the sanie tactics ou a
zemundar who had clused a liquor den on his
fand during a certain meia. The hquor-
dealer was ordered toopen his shop, and the
collector called va the zemindar to show
cause stantly why this should not be done.
Hedid so. The collector was defeated. ** Im-
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agine,” said Mr. Caine,* tho Earl of Sef ton,
on whose estates 47,000 people are nving
but no liquor-seller, being called on by the
Collector Jof Liverpool to show cause why
o hquor den should not be opencd on ty
estate 1™ Uniformity of excise administra.
tinr, substitution of moral considerationg
for financlal, 1n the admimstration, ang
local option, are the three objects befure uy
in Indwia. The people of India, unhike othey
people, only drink for the purpose of getting
drunk, and if we make them drunken we e.
stroy them more rapidly than by war, pests.
lence and famine.—Indian Witness,

—Theosophists. The Buddhists wre trymg
to get Col. Olcott to go to Japan to Lelp
Buddhism hold 1tsground. They haveraised
the needed mouey and sent an ambassador
after him,

—Rumors are afloat that Nr. Henry b,
Foulke and Mr. C. Ingersoll Maurey, both of
Philadelphia, have gone on a pilgrimage to
the shrines of Buddha, 1n India. They be.
Iong to the ¢ Kristhena Society,” whicu
meets on Walnut street, and addicts itsf
to the study of * Theosophy,” of which Ma.
dam Blavatsky, now in Loundon,  Lugh
priestess. Sume of the members, we believe,
avow themselves to be converts to Budd-
hism, others are simply disciples, who,
through study and instruction, hope
cume tu o more perfect knowledge of tius
old form of fuith and worship, while uthers
pose wholly as students of ** Cumpiuative
Religion,™ or, as the wmore sheptica. would
say, ** Cumparative Mythology.” Tuc Krise
thenu, it 18 said, bas sent forth this deputa.
tion tostudy Buddhism in 1ts ancient home,
They are to wait on Madam Blavatsky
England, and theace go on their pilgrimage
to the East by way of the pemusular route,
At Aden, on the Red Sea, says a corres
spundent of the New York Evening Madand
Eepress, ** they will Lo et by representa-
tives of the society 1in India, and will be for-
mally introduced to the Criental rites and
mysteries of tlus strange sect. The pro.
gramme from this point will depend upon the
deciswon of the native brethren. The town
of Kurachee, 1n Sindh, one of the scats of
the older worshiap, will be visited, aud the
trip will continue untal the American Budd-
hists reach Adair, the principal home of
Buddhism 1n the East, Under the guidance
of tho new conductors the two Puiladel-
phians hope to make a journey to the Huma.
layan Hills and visit ancient sites lutherto
unexplored.”

Japan,—According tothe ChristianWeekly
of Tokio, prohibitory hiquor laws existed, and
wererigidly inforced in China 3,000 ycursago.
The Emperor Buo was a strict Prolubitionist
of the modern type. He made hus own pro-
lubitory laws, and saw that they wergcxe
cuted. He didn't have any courts around
him to explain away their meamng., A vios
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lation of prohibitorylaws was punished by
death. With some modification theso laws
were afterward introduced into Japan.
They were **in full force and virtue there
for nearly & thousand years. There is no
reliable information that they damaged Ja-
pan morally or politically. They passed
away long ago, to the damage of the coun-
try. Intemperance, according to the Tokio
paper, 18 now & growing and threatening
evil in Japan. One single drink costs the
people $60,000,000 annunlly, an amount equal
tothe entire annual expenses of the govern-
ment; and in its manuiacture one-fifth of
the annual rice crop is consumed. What is
left affords o short allowauce ror food. No
rice is exported from Japan.

Mexico.—Bishop Hurst in The In-
dependent on ‘‘ The Periodical Lat-
erature of Mexico,” makes gratifying
mention of the Protestant press:

wWe now come to the significant and
steadily-growing journals published by the
Protestants of Mexico. The invasion of
Protestaatism has been strong in nuinbers
and aggressive in spirit,  For tbe following
list of Protestant periodicals I am indebted
to the Rev. John W. Butler, of the city of
Mexico: El Faro, edited by J. M, Greene,
D.D., isthe organ of the Presbytenans, and
1 published in Mexico. El Evangelista is
cdited Ly the Rev. David Watkins, and rep-
reseuts the Methodist Episcupal Church,
South. El Testigo is under the editorshipof
the Rev. E. M. Bissell, is published 1n Gua-
Jalajava, and represents the Congregation-
alists. La Luz1s the Baptist organ,1s pub-
Lshed in the City of Mexico, and is edited
L; the Rev. Albert Steelman, D.D. E! Ramo
de Oliva 1s the urgan of the Quakers, and is
pubiished in Matamorus, The organ of the
Methudist Episcopal Church is the 4bogado
Christiano Ilustrado, edited by the Rev. S.
W. Siberts, Ph.D., and published 1n the City
of Meawco., Even the International System
of Sunday-schuol teaching has invaded
Mexicu. Buth the Presbyterian and Metho-
dist Episcupal Chiurchies issue them.

“Every teurist in Mexico sees at a glance
that Prutestant influences are penetrating
every part of the new republic. The journal
has been found to be oneof the chief factors
for successful work ever since the founding
of the Protestant mission in Mexico in 1870,

All the periodicals are ably conducted, and
bring before the people especially the great
religious movements of the Protestant
world. All these journals encourage loyalty
to the republic. The editors are in excellent
relations with theentire editorial fraternity
of the country, and are most highly re-
spected, buth fur their ability and the cause
which they represent.”

Tnited States.~—The Presbyterian Church
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has a theological school for negroes at Lin-
coln University in Penunsylvania, and an-
other at Blddle University in North Caro.
lina. The Mecthodists have o well-endowed
scminary at Atlanta, Ga. Tho Episcopa-
lians propose to place a divinity hall for
colored students in Washingten, D, C., and
Nashville, Tenn, The American Missionary
Association, acting for the Congregational
Churches, has classes in theology in four of
its chartered institutions in Tennessece,
Alabama, Mississippi, and Loutsiana, and
sustains the theological department in
Howard University at Washington, The
last named reported last year thirty-cight
students, aund is the only school of theology
controlled by the Congregationalists in the
cutire line of Atlantic States south of Con-
necticut. Itis at preseut only partly en-
dowed and meagerly supported, but is now
seeking an endowment. The Rev. R. W.
Eastman, of Wellesley, Mass., has under-
taken to raise an endowment.

—The Reformed, or Covenanter, Church
(01d School) is not a large body, but it com-
mands & wide influence. It 18aggressive in
its conservatism. Its peculiar belief, relat-
ing to the sovercign rights of Christ,
awakens deep conviction, Its antagonism
to current beliefs and institutions develops
a sturdy strength. The great energy which
it has manifested has bourne its proper fruit
in a growing strength. The mumstry has
doubled since 1856, numbering now 118, and
the increase of membership has been three-
fold, 10,970 being reported fur 1588. Its
foreign missions have been richly blessed.
In Syrin and Asia there are nearly thurty
stationswith schools, and one has been es-
tablished in Cyprus. Thedelegates scnt to
vigit the missions report nineteen nutive
Christians as unearly ready for liceusure.
The work has reached the point at which
more complete local organization is neces-
sary,and the organization of the Presbytery
of Asia Minor is recommended. Successful
mission work is carried on in this country
among the Chinese and the Frecedmen, The
college and the theological seminary also
are déning a good work, both in preparing
yvoung men for the ministry und 1 gencral
education.

—What does it mean? Qur exchanges
show that there is a falling off 1n the con-
tributions of the churches to a large num-
ber of theo benevolent societics of the
country. The American Home Missionary
Society reports that for the first nic
months of its flscal year the receipts have
fallen off, as compared with the previous
year, 839,040, of which sum $9,892 was in do-
nations and $29,158 1n legacies. This is just
abouy tho same as the decrease indicated
in tho receipts of the American Board
within five months, though the decrease 1n
the receipts of the latter was less 1n donu~
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tions and larger in legacies. The Presbyte-
rian boards are 1n quite as unfortunate a
position, Their Home Missionary Soclety
is $40,000 benind in the first ten months of
its financial year, while the Presbyterian
Foreign Board shows a falling off for the
same period of about $35,000 in donations,
and §112,000 in legacies, or from all sources
of $151,615. It issingular that there should
be such a general decrease with all boards
in the item of legacies. But the societies
will rejoice that their friends still live, only
the living men must see to it that the im-
perative necessities of the great work are
not forgotten. While it is true that there
has been in several directions a great

[May,

shrinkage in values within the past year,
yetit is undeniable that the wealth of the
land 1s increasing at an enormous rate, and
that a fair proportion of thisincrease isin
the hands of those who bear the name of
Christ. There is wealth enough, if it were
consecrated.: The percentage of the income
of professed Christians which is devoted to
missionary work at home and abroad is
wofully small. Would that pastors and
others would earnestly inquire what rela.
tion this fact has to the spiritual life within
their churches! “Bring ye all the tithes
into the storehouse, that there may be meat
in my house, and prove me now herewith,
gaith the Lord of hosts."—Miss. Herald.

1II.—MISSIONARY CORRESPONDENCE FROM ALL
PARTS OF THE WORLD-FIELD.

China,

HIGHLY 1nteresting letter from our

correspondent, Dr. A. P. Happer :
CANTON, JA¥. 24, 1889,

Dxar EpiTors.—A copy of the Report of
the Centenary Conference of Missions has
just reached me from London. Itisa most
valuable outcome of the Conference to have
such a repository of facts and principles of
Christian missions as these volumes con-
tain. The presentation of the states and
peoples among whom missions are con-
duected will be of the greatest interest to all
who are studying the subject of the evan-

~ gelization of the world.

The statements made by the missionaries
as to the results of different methods of
missionary labor will be of greatassistance
to all new missionaries, helping them to en-
gagein that method of laboring which is
adapted to the people among whom he is
called to labor. The supporters of this
work who can never see with their own eyes
the work in which they are interested, will
find in the statements of these volumes
new inspiration to labor and self-sacrifice
in increased efforts for the enlarging of
the plans for the conversion of the world
to Christ.

Those who desire and are called upon to
advocate the cause of Christian missions
before their own congregations or general
audiences, will find these volumes & ‘rich
treasure house, whence to draw materials
for instruction, encouragement, appeals,
and for facts and results. Thus the pub-
lication of these volumes willbe of great
benefit toall the friends of missions, and will
be eminently useful inextending and deepen-
ing the interest in the great cause of mis.
sions. But toaccomplish these results they
should be widely disseminated. A copy
should be in every minister's hbrary. In
the libraries of Sabbath-schools, young

men’s associations, young women’s associa-
tions, women’s missionary societies, indeed
everywhere where brain workers seek for
the materials, with which to replace the
constant waste from use, and where they
seek supplies for yet wider and fuller pre-
sentation of facts, principles and resultsin
the support of the great work of the church
in winning this world to Christ.

We say to all, get these volumes; buy them
if you can, borrow them if you cannot buy—
read them—reproduce them in conversation,
in talksat mission meetings, in papersand
lectures, at public meetings,in sermonsand
in the newspapers.

The members of churches will be interest-
ed in missions, give to their support, pray
for God's blessing upon them, give them-
selves or their children to engage in them
just in proportion as they know about them.
Tence the importance and necessity if there
is to be an advanceall along theline, forthe
diffusion of knowledge in regard to the
aim and purpose of Christian missions in
heathen lands. This presents the great
value of these closely printed pages, packed
with such reliable, interesting and valuable
statements and discussions on cvery phase
of Christian work among the heathen,

The statistics of the missionary work in
China for 1888 have been gathered up to the
close of the year asfar as information had
been received They show an advanceall
along the line, as follows, viz., increase of
socicties represented in China.3; foreign
men missionaries, 37; of wives of foreign
raissionaries, 173 single women, 305 total
increase of foreign missionaries, 93, The
increase of native communicants is 2,253
the whole number of native communicants
is 34,535. Theincrease of pupils in scheols
is 1,140, the whole number of pupilsreported
is14,817. The advance in contributions is
$5,936, the whote amount of contributionsis
$44,173, which 18 nearly $1.25 for cach com-
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municant. The increase of contributions is
greater than the increase of members,
which is an encouraging sign in regard to
the grace of giving, While rejoicing in
this measure of increase yct weall lament
that there has not becn a greater manifes-
tation of divine power inthe conversion of
men. There has been, it istrue, some unusual
pinderances. In some parts of the fleld the
minds of the people have been diverted from
the preaching of the gospel by the calami-
tivs of floods and famine. When the bodies
are dying of starvation there is little dis-
position to seek spiritual food. In other
places there has been diversion by reason
of adverse political influences. But after
all the great hinderance is tho alicnation
of the hearts of men from God. They will
only be led to the reception of the gospel by
the Holy Spirit. Thisis promised by God. But
He has said, ** For this will I be inquired ot
by the house of Israel to do it for them.™
b':t, all, therefore, who long to see China
converted join in continuous prayer for
tho outpouring of the Spirit upon the
Clinese, that the Word preached and read
may be made effectual to the conver-
sion of those that come to the knowledge
of it.

Thero is & wide diffusion of the truth by
the printed page and oral instruction in
the schools, the chapels, the strcets, the
market placesand the highways and hedges;
butitisonly thelife giving power of the Holy
Spirit that can change the heart. May a
spirit of grace and supplication be given
unto God’s people thatwill secure during
this year the mighty power of God to convert
men, that converts may be multiplied as the
drops of the morning dew. Pray for China,
Christian brethren aund churches, pray for
us. Pray for this people.

The calamities which have come upon
Cbina during the last forty years have
been very distressing. These have come
fromrebellious, internaland long continued
war, from floods and from famiunes, from
failure of crops through droughts and pes-
tilence. Thedestruction of life from these
causes has been perhaps unprecedented in
the history of the world. Many of the causes
ofdistress could be lessened if not prevented
by the use of the means which western
science would supply. But this people are
not yetready to accept its aid, and in their
distress they do not cry unto the Lord, be-
cause, as yet, they know Him not, If their
calamities are great, the disposition to
help the suffering is great. The Chinese
Government gave more than seven millions
of dollars to relleve the sufferings by
the overflow of the Yellow River. May
the Lord sorn send them Hissalvation which
briogs temporal as well as spiritual bless-
1ngs.
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Turkey.

LETTER from Rev. D. A, Richard-
sou's
Enznoox, TURKEY IN AsIA, Dec. 20, 1888.

Epirors MissioNARY REVIEW OF TRE
‘WorLp.—Reading your much prized REVIEW, 1t
struck me that possibly your readers would like
to hear from one of the flrst fruits of the stu-
dents® missionary movement. X suppose I am
among the first to reach the field of those whom
Messrs, Forman and Wilder addressed.

This station is called one of the hardest in
Turkey, being on the borders of the Russian
Caucasus, and a large partof our field lying over
the border, which we are not allowed to visit.,
However, we have much to encourage us even
here.

The teacher of our school for boys was or-
rested last spring on the ridiculous charge of
being accessory to treason, and sentenced to
exile for life. One of his pupils wrote as an
exercise a song which contained some severe
reflections on the Torkish Government. He
also calied on the Armenians to rise and cast off
the tyrant’s yoke. The teacherglanced at it, and
made one or two grammatical corrections,when,
discovering its seditious character, he gave 1t
back with a severe reprimand, telling him
to destroy it at once. This the boy failed
to do, and some time afterward he was arrested
and this was found among his papers, and he
was thrown into prison, where he died. The
teacher was arrested because of his handwriting
on the paper. The marks were only a word or
or two, and nade with a pencil. He admitted the
writing was his. He was condemned, after a
farce of a trial undera section of the Code Napo-
leon, which says: * Any one publishing a sedi-
tious document, or posting it ap, or making such
a speech, or is accessory to these things, isliable
to exilo for life.” Under this law he was found
guilty and sentenced to exile for life, He is in
the common prison awaiting action on hisappeal
to the Supreme Court in Constantinople.

Another sad case, yot with a silver lining,
isthat of a young man who was being trained for

work in the Russian part of the field. He was
a very promising and devoted young man, and
we hoped be could go to his native village to
preach and teach. A few weeks ago he was
seized with smallpox, and dicd, saying : ** The
King of kings is come, and calleth for me.”

A happier case is that of another young man
in the school, whose name is fitly Arstan Lion.
Ho is the one reported in The Missionary Her-
ald a year ago as preferring to remain over an-
other day on half rations to working out his
road-tax on Sunday with the rest of his village.
He was recently called into a shop by ono of the

Gregorian Armenians and bantered as to his
change of faith. e was asked what he got for
his change to Protestantism, and invited to
preach to the company. *You know you are
bidden in your Testament to preach to all the



2

- Dy asaien

RAART AL TN RPN

872 MISSIONARY CORRESPONDENCE FROM ALL PARTS, May,

heathen. Now preach to us,® *“But,” said
tho boy, *the Protestants donot call the Grego-
rians heathens,' Just thonanother person came
in who had offended the principal man present.
As ho entered the man greeted him with o tor™
rent of profanity and vilencss. After this was
over and the offendor had gone out the lad said
to the swearer : ** May I bo forgiven if I say but
a word more before Igo 2™ *Certainly.” “If
I may be so bold, one reason why thero are
Protestants hicio I8 to teach the Armenians not
to swear.” The polilcness of the boy and the
keenness of the rebuke brought a roar of Jaugh-
ter from the company, and an acknowledgment
of thy rightcousness of the answer from the
swearer.

Such things as these serve to show the quality
of Christians that are found here, and though
their standard is not cqual in all points to that of
eminent Christians in Americe. yet they are so
far above their surroundings that we thavk God
we are placed in so glorious a work,

Japan.

AN carnest appeal for the Indus-
trial Home:

In the minutes of the fourth sessionof the
Women's Confercnce of the NMethodist Epis-
copal Church in Japan, held at Aoyama
Tokio, Aug. 2d to Aug, 29th, 1888, we find
the report of the Committee on Industrial
Homeas follows :

4 The Committee on the Industrial Home
can report but little progress because of
failure on the part of one society to securc
ladics during the year fitted for the work.
Word has come of the appointment of Miss
Imhofl, wh) is tobe sent shortly. Mr.XKanzo
Uchimura lately returned from the United
States, where he made beuevolent institu-
tions u special study, holds himself in read-
iness toassist in the undertaking; but it
has not been thought best to rent property
until the ladies appointed arrive in Japan.
We trust the way will open to inaugurate
this important enterprise during the com-
imr year. M. A. SPENCER, Chairman,”

The ladies at home arc as anxious as the
missionaries abroad to commence this work.
Appeals have been made to individuals and
througzh the chucch papers to the women of
our Mcthodism, Several have responded,
but Miss Imhboff is the only accepted candi-
date, and she is now under appointinent for
Nagasaki, as we had no superintendent to
send to Toklo. What is our pressing need ?
First, asuperintendent. Anintelligent wo-
man of mature judgment, executive and
tinancial skill, showing an ability to acquire
the Japancse languago because she hus
mastered someforeign tongue, with.a kuowl-
c¢dge of industrial enterprises. ibove all
she must be a consecrated woman, with the
misslonary spirit constraining her, a love
for souls, and success in winning them,

Second, a dressmaker and milliner, “apt to
teach ™ =millinery, and assist the superin.
tendent., Surely there must be among the
thousands of our Methodist women two who
ought to respoud to this call, aud who are
ready tosay,** Heroam I, send me, send me."

Anxtously and prayerfully we wait your
reply to this appeal. Send your name and
testimonials to Mrs. Mary C. Nind, No. 122
Highland Ave., Minneapolis, Minn., Corre-
sponding Secretary Minneapolis branch,

Jan,, 1889,

Tamine in Shantung,
AN appeal from Dr. Nevius :

Thereports of the floods in China, which
have appeared in the public prints of the
West, leave in the minds of readersbuty
vague impression of their exact locality,
extent and consequences. Most of these
reports are takenfromnewspapersin China,
While clearly understood by readers here,
they presuppose o considerable amount of
geograpnical knowledge not possessed by
persons who hgve notresided in China. In.
deed the phases of these misfortunes are so
varied at present that they are onlyim-
perfectly comprehendced, even by those who
in different localitics are eye-witnessesof
them. Itis, however, generally known that
the calamities which have recentiy ex-
cited so much sympathy the world over,
are the result of an inundation of the er-
ratic Whang-ho. In less tian 2300 years
this river has changedits courseten times,
and in u comparatively rccent period three
or four times. In 131 A.D, there wasa
very great inundation, which it required
twenty years to control.

A few decades ago all the children in
home lands were taught that the Whang.
ho, the second of the lurge rivers of China,
discharged its waters into the sca in the
central partof the eastern coast, about two
degreesnorth of the mouthof the Yang-tse-
kiang. This was true at that time. About
45 years ago the Ycllow River broke its
banks, left its bed, and, pursuing a north-
casterly dircction, found its way to the sea,
principally through the Chting-ho, or ** Clear
River,™ and disembogued into the Pechili
Bay, about 500 miles north of its old mouth.
After the Yellow River had taken possession
of the Ch'ing-ho, and rendered its waters
turbid and yellow, the name of the Chting-ho
was changed to Whang-ho,—**Yellow
River.™ As the originat chanuel of the
Ching-ho had notsufficient capacity tohold
the additional waters of another river,it
wag subject in times of heavy rains to fre
quent overflows, inundating the whole ad-
jacent country, destroying crops, carrying
away villages, and almost depopulating
large districts along its banks. It wasesl-
dent that thoe silting-up process inthe origi-
nal bed of the Chting-ho fromn the muddy
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waters of the Whang-ho pourcd into it,
would every year lncrease the danger of
overtiow, aud tho probubility of its seeking
somewhere else o lower bed.  All the ener-
pies of the Central Chinese Government
were exerted to preyent this, but a change
of chaunel soon or later was inevitable.
This change occurred two years ago at a
point in the Honan province, where the
preach had previously more than once be-
sun. The highartificinl embankment shook
and tumbled under the rush and pressure
of the superincumbent flood. The alarmed
officials in charge redoubled their efforts to
avert the impending catastrophe, but in
vain. The new opening was made, pouring
forth a delure of waters, which trending
southward embogued in the Yaug-tse river
near Yang-chow. The distress and loss of
hfe and property consequent on this new
jnundation could scarcely be overstated.

Icannot here speak at lengih of tho vast
amount of treasure which has been spent
by the Chinese Government, and from pri-
vate contributionsof nativesandforeigners
in the region of this new inandation; nor
of the prodigious but unavailing efforts of
the government to repair the new breach s
nor of the opposition of the inhabitants
along the banks of the Ching-hoto having
the waters of the Yellow River turned back
again into that channel ; nor of the gigan-
tic problem which ‘confronts the Chinese
Government now, as it has for so many
centuries, and confounds also forcign cn-
sincers, **What sbhall be done with the
Yellow River ¢7° )

\We have now to record another calamity,
diflerent in origin, character, and locality,
of which, in consequence of its recent
occurrence, and the fact that the public
mind has been preoccupicd with the inun-
dations of the Yellow River, very littlc is as
yot known. This calamity, which affects
puncipally the province of Shantung, orig-
inated in an uncqual distribution of rain-
fall, producing in some places drought, in
others floods. The rainy season, which
ishere the months of July and August, is
owing tothe condensation of the moisture
suspended in tho southern wonsoon as it
meets the colder atmosphcre of the north,
During the past summer the clouds, sur-
charged with moisture, passed over & large
tract of country south of Shantung (in-
cluding its southiern border) which, being
Ieft without rain, is mow suffering from
drought and consequent famine. The rain-
fall bezan in the sonthern central part of
this province, and increased until it be-
came in the central, and cspecially the
northern part, a flood such as had not been
experienced for neariy o century.

This great rair cxtended still farther
rorth, across the Pechili Bay, and far iuto
¥snchuriz. It did not, however, cover
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the whole of Shantung, the eastern part
of which had only the average rainfall
while the oxtreme western end had a
scarcity of rain amounting to drought.
The storm crossing the central part of
the province from south to north cov-,
ered o tract of country between one
and two hundred miles wide. Tho streams
rushing down valleys overflowed their
banks, denuding fertile flelds of their sur-
face earth, tearing up trees by their roots,
and insone places covering theground with
sand to the depth of & foot or more. Rain
fell almost coutinuously for ten days, until
on the 18th of August it could only be de-
scribed as o deluge, All the streams burst
their banks in many places, uniting their
waters in & common flood, which covered
the lower plains to the depth of from two
to ten feet, sweeping as one unbroken river
to the sea.

Even the central portion of the province
between the extremes of drought and flood
has hardly enough grain to support its own
population. From this comparatively favor-
cd territory scarcity increasecs toward the
region of drouth on the one side, and fioods
on the other, until the extreme of wautis
found on the plain bordering on the Pechili
Bay. The inbabitants of this region had lost
most of their wheat crop by drought, but
the sorghum, cotton, and millet promised
well, and they wererejoicing in theprospect
of plentiful harvestin the autumn. Their
iwopes were blighted. The water did not
subside for days, and in some places for
weeks, and all further growth and develop-
ment was stopped. When early in Novem-
ber last, in company with Rev. J. H, Laugh-
lin, of the Weihein Mission, I visited this
region, some portions of it werestill too wet
to plow for the autuma wheat crop, and
other parts were covered with water. The
heads of the millet and sorghum which had
been gathered yielded only empty husks or
chafl, or at the best a little, shriveled half-
developed grain. This, however, was care-
fully proserved, and the people were plan-
ning to live on it through the winter, oras .
long as it lasted, mixing with it tho leaves
of the sweet potato, when they were so for
tunate as to have themn. The people living
still nearer the sca were depending for sus-
tenance principally on the scedsandleave s
of & coarso grass or weed resembling the
wild sage which grows on tho alkaline
plains crossed by the Central Pacific rail-
road. Purchasers cannot be founsd for
land, even atonly a tenth of its usual value,
and clothing brings but a triflc at the pawn-
shops, Uunprincipled speculators have al-
ready gone inand are buying winter gar-
ments,’for & incre song, and coon the people
will be left without food, clothing or
sheiter, -

The water covered tho flelds, reachz1 the
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villuges, entered the houses and rising to
the height of two, and in some instances
five or six feet, dissolved the mud walls,
and specdily caused the buildiugs to fall.
In some of the towns near the large streams
the flood swept by in deep, strong currents,
tearing down brick houses, and carrying
away timbers, furniture, farm-utensils, and
even large iron kettles and mill-stones, In
the villiges wihich have suffered least
three or four-tenths of the housesare de-
stroyed, in some eight or nine-tenths.
About one-half of the inhabitants have
started out from their homes to beg in the
outlying districts, and these refugees com-
prise, asa rule, the bone and sinew of the
country. They lcave their scanty supply
of provisions with tho members of their
fanilies who are aged or inflrm, hoping
themselves to return in time to plant the
spring crops. They usually take with them
the farm wheel-barrow, which is loaded
with bedding and clothing, a few dishes and
cooking utensils, and the little children ;
the men drawing and balancing the barrows,
and the women and larger children follow-
ing behind. Perhaps as mamy as 2,000 of
the inhabitants arc leaving their homes
daily, and this stream of emigration has
been flowing for nearly three months. The
refugees are found in almost every village
of the central part of the province, and
they lead a lifoas comfortless and cheerless
as can be imagined. Those fleeing from the
drought region on the southmeetthosefrom
the flovded region on the north, each party
telling the other that it is useless to go far-
ther. There are so mauy of them, and the
supply of food in the most favored sections
is soscanty, that itisdifficult tosupportlife
by begging; and many return to their
homes, disheartened und hopeless, to die.
When six weeks ago we examined into the
condition of this famine-stricken people,
we supposed that their smail stores of food
might last those who remaincd at home for
atleast a fow months ; but lettersrecently
received inform us that the extremity of
want has come sooner than we expected,
and starvationis already staring theinhab-
itantsin the face. In many familics the
aupply of wild grass secd is exkausted, and
the people have now no resource but to
pluck and cat the fresh blades of wheat of
the autumn planting. It is but too cevident
that this food, unfitted to sustain life for
any length of time, cven if itwercplentiful,
must soon fail them. s
Thespectacle which now presents itself is
that of more than o million of people re-
duced to the last state of destitution, most
of whom must perish of starvation bLeforo
nextsummer, unless relief is afforded theni.
At a public meeting, held in Chefoo, o
Shantung Famine Relicf Committee wasap-
pointed, aud funds have been contributed

by the residents here for immediate uge
We bhope to receive further aid fiom the
southern ports of China, and also from Eng-
land and the United States. Our planistg
occupy wnd confine ourselves to oneor more
centersin the faminereglon, and enlarge the
work asthe fundsat our command muy war-
rant, continuing the relief on the same plan,
and, as a rule, to the same individuals unty
the next wheat harvest, when,if Godin iy
mercy gives a rruitful season, the famme
will end. The refugees who will provably
return to their homes in March or April
will require not only food for their sus.
tenance, but seed-grain for putting in the
spring crops. We do not propose to ussist
in rebuilding houses, or repairing the
banks of streams ; but simply to supply the
food necessary to support life. A very
smallallowance of one or two cents a day
for an individual will effect this. Asyet,
so far as we can learn, the inhabitants of
this region have received no relief from the
Chinese Government, or from private
sources. ¢

Alittle money given here and there in g
promiscuous way would do but very little
good, and when exhausted would leave the
people just where they were before. Relief,
to be really effective, must continne until
next June, carrying a limited number
quite through the season of want. The dis-
bursement of funds ta & famine-stricken
country is & task both difficult and danger-
ous, bat thercare those on the ground who
are competent and willing to undertakeit.
Mr. Laughlin bas already gone into the
famine region and commenced the workof
distribution. We mustlook for further awdto
the homelands. The help which wecanget
from foreigners in China will not last long.
We appeal to you who in God's merciful
plovidence have never known want, ia be-
half of those who, when this appeal reaches
you, will for months have had no respite
from the pangs of hunger, and will beon the
very verge of starvation. Though we have
refused our Mongolian neighbor 2 home on
ourshores, let us not refuse him & placein
our sympathies, or turn away from him io
this hour of hisextremity.

Contributions may be sent to Rev, F.F
Ellinwood, D.D., 58 Fifth avenue, New York,
which will beforwarded at once to the Fanm-
ine Relief Committee in Chefoo.

Joux L. Nsvits,
Cnxroo, January 2d, 1859,

P.S.—Whilo I write, news has come

througha Chingmanwho livesin the famine

region that tho people there have entereda
complalut before the district magistrate
azgainst certain rich men who turnedtheir
cattlointo the wheat fields tograze, asin
ordinary season. They urged that under
grcscm, circumstances the green whest

lades should be denicd the cattle and re-
served for men! The magistrate gavehis
verdictin favor of tho people.
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IV.—INTERNATIONAL DEPARTMENT.
CONDUCTED BY J. T. GRACEY, D. D.

The Transfer of Political Power.

A sTUDY of political rule shows a
steady, silent but sure transfer of the
government of the world, from idola-
trous and Moslem hands to those of
Christian potentates.

Add the total population ruled by
the Shal: of Persia and the Sultan of
Turkey together—not Moslems only,
put Moslems, Armenians, Jews,
Copts, Christians, Slavs, and pagans,
and it will be found that the Queen
of England, through her India Vice-
roy, rules more Moslems in India
alone than the aggregate mixed
population ruled by Shah, Sultan,
and Khedive.

Statistics show that the Moslem
population of the globe may be
roundly estimated at one hundred
and seventy-five millions, but the
Moslem political powers of all the
world do not rule more than ninety
millions of people. Of the total
population of the globe not more than
one-sixteenth is under the sway of
Moslem vulers, while it is easy to
show that of the more than fourteen
hundred millions, estimated popula-
tion of the world, over eight hun-
dred millions are, politically speak-
ing, subject to the ri.gn of Christ.
That is Lo say, more vhan half the
population of the globe to-day is un-~
der Christian princes, kings, and
pesidents, having been conquered
by Christian arms, won by Christian
commerce, or multiplied by the sin-
sular bivth-rate which Christianity

alone renders possible. They are
amenable in Christian courts; their
svitsareadjudged by Christian codes;
if exercising local jurisdiction, they
are doing it under authority dele-
gated or suffered by a Christian par-
amount power, which not only holds
over them supreme political sway,
but controls their commerce, devel-
ops their resources, and steadily
molds their social life to its stand-
ards.

Speaking, then, after the manner
of men, speaking as one earthly
king would of another, reckoning
boundary-lines of revlms as parlia-
ments or cabinets or congresses do
among themselves; reporting as
Tiberius Caesar would have reported
to the Roman Senate of the extension
of domain by conquest; using the
vernacular of civil, political, and
military rulers of all the centuries,
Jesus Christ at this hour dictates law
to—rules, governs, more than half
the seething and snrging masses of
mankind, and—what we have left
ourselves no room to siww —the
geographical extension of His king-
dem is equal to more than half the
land surface of the globe, while “the
sea is His,” not only because “He
made it,” nor because He holds it ““in
the hollow of His hand,” and can
command its waves as He did the
blue waters of Galilee, but rather be-
cause it has been added Zn bulk to
His territ~rial domain, is absolutely
under the control of vice-regents of
Histhrone, who at this hour seek to
administer it in accordance with
principles which He formulated, and
who, though sometimes unwillingly,
and often unwittingly, yet are com-
pelled to acknowledge *‘Ifrom sea to
sea™ that the ¢ governmentis upon
IIis shoulders.” ¢The KINGDOM of
God cometh not with observation,”
—but it comes!

Nor is this all. The relative ratio
of increase of political power, within
the past hundred years, and the pro-
portionate momentum at present, of
this political Christian progvess, are
all in favor of, what we count, the
best typeof this Christian kingdom—
Protestantism. We write not theo-
logically norecclesiastically, butfrom
the secular statesman’s stand-point
only when we characterize Protes-
tant political rule, with all itsimper-
fections and faults and failures, as
on the whole the best the world has
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seen, the nearest to the model set to
work by ; and hence we rejoice as a
citizen that within the last century
the extension of the Protestantex-
pression of Christ's political king-
dom has more than doubled the
increase of the Roman Catholic
type of the same, and almost quad-
rupled the territorial advance of the
Greek Church. Christ’s kingdom is
advancing, then, at a favorably dis-
proportionate rate to all other re-
ligious kingdoms, and much more
than half of the propulsion comes
from the Protestant half of Christ’s
representativesin the earth.

What is left unsubjugated? We
have seen what is left to Islam.
‘What is left to the ¢¢light of Asia,
Buddhism—and to Brahmanism—
which together exert more or less
religious influence over half the pop-
ulation of the globe? We mean
what is left to them as political fac-
tors of the world? We are indebted
to Mr. James Johnston for the follow-
ing formula in which we answer:
“Buddhism is not the prevailing re-
ligion of any really independent
power to-day, unless Siam be veck-
oned one, while Brahmanism only
exists and increases under the pro-
tection of Great Britain.”

We have said nothing of the po-
litical rule exercised by Christian
powers over mon-Christian political
kingdoms, yet within certain bounds
it has reduced them to a measure of
subordination, and in some direc-
tions to semi-vossalage. There is
& code of nations, which we call In-
ternational Law, which by common
election is recognized by 21l except
savage and uncivilized peoples.
China and Japan are obliged to con-
cede to it support, and all whorecog-
nize the comity of nations as de-
sirable or essential to common pros-
perity must willingly or unwillingly
govern themselves by its require-
ments.

That this International Law is a
conception of Christianity, and that
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Christian powers have a supremacy
which enables them to enforce it, s
not so much what we press at thig
moment; butrather that here is the
formulated law of a sublime author-
ity born of Christianity, the concrete
cxpression ‘of an unseen Congress,
the regulation of an invisible Poten-
tate, the foreshadowing and the
overshadowing of a kingdom not of
this world, which while represented
on many thrones is localized in no
one of them, whose vast plans and
purposes silently, almost stealthily
embrace them all, and, quietly as
the movement of thespheres,revolves
them all within its orbit. This in-
ternational expression of Christ's
Kingdom therefore is a felt political
force over all but the lowest forms
of human sogiety ; and the momen-
tum which has carried the Kingdom
of Churist to this political prominence
gives no indication of becoming a
spent force.

Anti-glavery Defense.

JAMES STEVENSON, F.R.S.E,, has
just issued through James Maclehose
& Sons of Glasgow a pamphlet*
which must awaken a good deal of
feeling on the subject of slave hunt-
ing and theslave trade in Africa. The

wo admirable maps, which are col-
ored specially to show the districts
which havebeen utterly depopulated
by these Arab slave-capturers, and
also toindicate the extent of country
over which slave-hunting obtains,
and the routes along which slaves
are carried to the coast, are eloquent.
They rouse us like a photograph of
horrors, and awaken indignation
and shame that make one ¢“blush to
call himself a man.”

The quotations which the author
malesf{rom Stanley’s¢‘Congo,” while
graphic and powerful, are strongly
supported by other testimony, still
more recent. Stanley wroteof a sec-
tion which he said was a little greater
than Ireland, inhabited by about a

*«The Arabs in Central Africa and at
Lake Nyassa,”
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million of people. Forveleven months
the band of slave-hunters he was de-
scribing had been on one continuous
raid in this district. The traders ad-
mitted they had ‘¢ only” 2,300 cap-
tives in the pen, after devastating
118 villages and 43 districts. Stanley
does some flerce ciphering, by which
he shows that for live slaves got to
the market, at least a thousand peo-
pleare slaughtered.

“To obtain the 2,500 slaves, out of 118 villages
they must have shot a round number of 2,500
people, while 1,300 men died by the wayside
through scant provisions and tho intensity of
their hopeless wretchedness. How many are
wounded and die in the forest or droop to
death through an overwhelming senso of their
calamitics we do not know, but if the above
figures are trustworthy then the outcome from

* tho territory with its millions of souls is 5,000
slaves obtained at the cruel expense of 38,000
lives. And such elaves! They are females or
young children who cannot run away, or who
with youthful indifferenco will soon forget the
terrors of their capture 1 Yet each of the very
smallest infants has cost the life of a father,
and perhaps his three stout brothers, and three
grown-up daughters. An entiro family of seven
souls have been done to death to obtain that
«mall, fecble, useless child ™

The district of which Stanley was
writing lay to the the south of Stan-
ley Falls, but’in the other vast dis-
tricts the horrors and cruelty and
wrongs ave quite the same.

South of Tanganyika toward Ny-
assa this trade is spoken of by Mr. F.
M. Moir in a paper which appeared
in the Scottish Geographical Maga-

zine. He describes

“the wretched overburdened tied-up slaves.
The men who might still have had spirit to try
and escape weredriven, tied two-and-two, inthe
terrible goree, or taming stick, or in gangs of
sbout a dozen each with an iron collar let into
a long iron chain, many even so soon after the
start staggering under their loads.

“And the women ! I can hardly trust my-
self to think or speak of them—they were
fastened to chains or thick bark ropes; very
many in addition to their heuvy welght of grain
and ivory carried little brown babies, dear to
their hearts as @ white man's child to his, The
double burden was almost too much, and still
they struggled wearily on, knowing too well
that when they showed signs of fatigue, not
the slaver's ivory, but the living child would
bo torn from them and thrown asido to die.”

For ninety miles along the south
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coasfl of Tanganyika the entire pop-
ulation has been swept away. The
Arab traders have congregated in
great force at the Nyassa end of the
road from Tanganyika. These
threaten the very existence not only
ol the Scottish and other missions
above these lakes but of the com-
paratively industrious population
amongst whom they have made
quite a successful beginning of civil-
ization. Rev. Mr. Scotit, head of the
Blantyre Mission, says:

““The Arab slave trade is making frightful
progress. Caravans of Arabs are pouring in—
tor trade? No! Hardly a bale of cloth goes up
country from the east coast; it is guns and
powder, not even spirits. It is simply slaught-
er, and slaughter of thousands, and the deso-
lation of the fairest lands—lands where the
natives were at peuace, where industry and
thrift and happiness ruled; where to get
through oue village you might start in the
early morning and not pass out of it till the sun
was halt-way down, journeying straight on;
and these are now desolate. Fresh routes are
opening up to them and the desolation is
spreading. It 18 not slave-trade; it is ruthless
massacre of the most barbarous type.”

The Roman Catholic Cardinal,
whom the London Specialor report-
ed when speaking in that city, de-
scribing these slave scenes, said :

“ A few days of these hardships begin to tell
even on the strongest. The weakest soon suc-
cumb, and the weakest aro naturally among
the women. But terror sometimes nerves
even a weak frame to almost superhuman
efforts ; and the Arab slave-driver adopts a
summary method of striking terror into the
hearts of the laggards. ‘In order to strike ter-
ror into this miscrable mass of human beings,
their conductors, armed with a wooden bar, to
economize powder, approach those who ap-
pear to be the most exhausted, and deal them
a terriblo blow on the napo of the neck. The
unfortunate victims utter a cry, and fall to the
ground in the convulsions of death. The ter-
rificd troop immediately resumes its march,
Terror has imbued even tho weakest with new
strength. Each time any onme breaks down
the same horrible scene is repeated.” This
butchery goes on oven in the case of those
who manago to struggle on, 28 soon as tiie ex-
perienced eyo of tho slave-drivors see that
their strength will not carry them to the coast.
To save food, they reccive a smashing blow
from tho mallet, and are left behind to alin-
gering death. Tho march sometimes extends
over months, and such is the awful carnage,
‘that it a traveler lost the way leading from
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Fquatorial Afrlea to the towns where slaves
uro sold, ho could easily find it again by the
tkelotons of the nogroes with which 1t is
atrown.' ‘I'ila prodigal waste of human life
hus in some districts so thinned the population
that tho sluve-hunters are obliged to use strat-
agom to cutch thelr prey. Their bands prowl
in o dorosts, and pounce upon the hapless
womon and ohildron who go by. Things have
rvouchod such a puss near the great lakes that
now, in tho words of ono of the cardinal's mis-
slonnrivs, ‘ovory woman, every child that
atrays ton minutos away from their villago has
no cortulnty of evor roturning.' And the peo-
plo who aro tho victims of this cruel oppression
ure, uecording to the cardinal, kind, industri-
ous, ninfuble, and might be made, under hap-
pler lufluonces, the means of making those
pnrts of Africa one of the most prosperous
reglons of tho globe. The country is very fer-
tilo, und nbounds in natural resources. 1t pos-
sesRod throo zonos—first the lowlands along
the sea-board of the Mediterranean, Atlantic,
und Indlun Ocuans. Toward the interior are
two platesus, ci) above the other, rising to
2,000 feot and 4,0 . feet xespectively.”

Lately o band of these Arab slave
traders has even attacked one of the
British stations in Nyassa-land, and
continues to threaten them from
stockaded villages withina few miles’
distance. For a time the presence of
the missionaries on the lake borders
seemed to restrain these wretches.
But the Christian sentiment of
Europe will not sustain missionaries,
scarcely in forcible self-defense, for
themselves, refugees, or their native
Christians; and, the native slave-
hunter having found out that there
is no gunpowder behind the mission-
ary, is growing daily bolder and
sweeping dowa on these tribes, of
whom the missionaries have made
friends. The question is imminent—
not o question of to-morrow, but of
to-day—whether Central Africais to
be left to this sort of Mohammedan
civilization and up-lifting, as Canon
Taylor aflects to call it, or whether
some power can come to the rescue of
these poor harmless native women
and children ? They need defense,
not from any organized government,
but from organized banditti, who rob
and murderand ruin, and leave noth-
ng for anybody torule; whose touch
is pollutionand their footstep desola~
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tion. Is Central Africa to be given
over to the lust of the panderer and
the mercy of the slave-fiend, or shall
some determined effort be made to
save 1t to civilization and Christian.
1ity? We ave at least able to say that
this question is receiving the earnest
thought of Christian men in Great
Britain, and though one can read be-
tween thelines that with many Euro-
peans there is the thought of the big
market for European goods that lies
above those lakes and beyond, or
even the splendid territory that may,
later on, supply an outlet for over-
stocked European states—while this
is,we say, readily visible, yet the pro-
founder feeling and realinspiration to
do something in the premises, lies
with those who are acting under mo-
ral and religious impulse, and seek-
ing the best interests of the African
races. Eminent philanthropists, such
as the Earl of Aberdeen, James Ste-
phenson, Professor Henry Drum-
mond, and others have organized
what is termed the ¢Nyassa Anti-
Slavery and Defense Fund,” with a
view to placing on these trade routes
and around these lakes and mission-
ary stations, a small but well
equipped military force, independ-
ently of all governments, to keepthe
peace atleast in that quarter. They
ave asking for $30,000 for the pur-
pose of organizing this sort of armed
police; a comparatively small army
of such, it is said by those best able
to judge, at the head of well-dis-
ciplined natives will be sufficient to
repel these inroads on the communi-
ties where the missions are estab-
lished.

The administration of the fund
will obtain the best advice of naval
aund military experts, as well as of
civilians, whose knowledge of the
country entitles them to speak wi‘h
authority on African matters, Wide-
spread sympathy and aid is sought,
and earnest prayer that God will
teach the Christian peoples how to
heal this ¢ open sore of the world,”
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General M'lsmonary Oonference in Ohma,
in 1890,

‘WE are glad to know that the
China missions have decided to hold
another General China Conference
on Missions in May, 1890. The pro-
gramme, asit appears in The Chinese
Recorder of January, 1889, is as fol-
lows:

Firstday—1, Sermon, Rev. Griffith John ;
2, Orgamzation’ of Conference; 3, The
Changed Aspect of Chna.

Second day—The Scriptures: Historical
summary of the different versions, with
their terminology and the feasability of
securng a single standard version in Wen.li
with & corresponding version 1n the man-
darin colloquial, Review of the various
colloquial versioiis.

Third day—1, The Missionary ; us qualifi-
cntions, introduction to his work, and mode
of ife ; 2, Lay Agency in Chinese Missions ;
to what extent desirable, and on what con-
ditions ; 3, Historical Review of Missionary
Methods, past and present, in Chma, and
how far satisfactory; 4, Preaching to the
heathen, in chapels, in open air, and during
itineration.

Fourth day—1, General view of woman'’s
work in Chiua, and its results; 2, Girls,
schools; 3, Best methods of reaching the
women ; 4, Feasibility of uumarried ladies
cengaging in general evangehistic work in
new ficlds 3 §, Best method of tratug Bible
womnen for their work; 6, The Christian
training of the women of the church.

Fifth day—1. Medical work as an evangel-
zing agency; 2, Medicul missionary work
inChina by lady physicians ; 3, Orphuanages,
asylums for the blind, dea., and dumb, and
other charitable institutions ; 4, Value and
methods of oprum refuges; &, Statistics and
resolutions on the evals of the use of opium.

Sixth dey—1, Methods of dealing with in-
quirers, conditions of admission to church
fellowship and best methods of discipline §
2, Deepeming the spiratual life, and stimu-
Iatmg the church to aggressive work; 3,
Best methods of developing self-support and
voluntary ecffort ; 4. How far should Chris-
tians be required to abandon native cus-
toms.

Seventh day~1, History and present con-
dition of mission schools. and what further
plans are destrable ; 2, How best to adapt
Christian education to the present state of
Clinese mind and hife; 3, Tho best methods
of selecting and trainmng eflicient nativo
assistants  (preachers, school teachers,
cte); 4, The place of the Chinese classics in
Christian schools and colleges.

Eighth day—1, Report of School and Text-
book Commttee ; 2, Other religious and
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scientific literature; what has been done,
and what is needed ; 3, Scientific terminol-
ogy ; present digcrepancies and means of
securing uniformity; 4, Ceutrahzation of .
tractsocieties,and needs of agencral agent,
w library ot publication, and & descriptive
catalogue; 5, Christian periodical litera-
ture ; 6, Current Chinese literature; how
far Isit antagomstic to Christianity ¢

Ninth day—1, Division of the field; 2,
Mutual co-operation ; 3, Relation of Chris-
tian missions to the Chinese ; 4, Ancestral
worship and kindred obstacles to the spread
of Christianity.

Tenth day—1, Direct results of missionary
work tn China, and statisties; 2, Indirect
results of missions ; 3, Qutlying nationsand
aboriginal tribes.

The evenings are to be devoted to
lectures. Archdeacon Moule will
speak of ¢The Relation of Christian
Missions to Foreign Residents™;
Rev. A. H. Smith will lecture on
¢ How Chinese View Christianity”;
Rt. Rev. Bishop Burdon will speak
on ¢ The Relation of Christianity to
Universal Progress,” and Bishop
Moule will preach on Sunday at the
cathedral.

Japan Under Its Oonstitution.

ITalmost takes one’sbreath, toread
of the Emperor of Japan, with the
sword, the jewel and the privy seal
before him, representing a reigning
family whose first ruler was contenm-
porary with Nebuchadnezzar, and a
nation with a longer history thanany
nationintheWest, withrecordsreach-
ing back to the timeof Croesus, on the
11th of February, the day on which,
twenty-four centuries ago, the first
Emperor of Japan landed on Niphon
—to read, wesay, that sucha poten-
tate did publicly, deliberately, volun-
tavily,in the face of the world,change
the settled habits and policy of cen-
turies, and hand the scroll of a con<
stitution to the Minister-President
of State, and then withdrew while
a hundred and one guns announced
tothe people of the realm that autoc-
racy had ceased, and that the Em-
peror henceforthis to occupy a throns
whose edicts must be countersigned
by the consent of a Parliament,—to
read, further,—that in a land where



380

the edicts that prohibit ¢ the evilsect
called Christians™ have never been
withdrawn, but for 250 years have
read : ‘Solong as the sunshall warm
the earth, let no Christian become so
bold as to come to Japan,” that in
this land, withoutinternal riot or re-
volt, without violence or subjection
of foreign arms, constitutional pro-
vision for religious liberty is peace-
fully inaugurated, and to recognize
that this has not so much been revo-
lution as evolution, and that within
a third of a century, is to perusein
the press of our day what is without
a parallel in all the records of empire ;
and what fairly compels in one a
state of suspense. Itisasa ¢“dream
when one awaketh.”

Pending the fuller discussion of
the featuresof this newconstitution,
which is to come in the calmness fol
lowing the first surprise that it has
really come at all; and its treatmen
by men who are nearer to its merits
and defects than we can be at this
hour, we quote the following out-
line by the correspondent of the New
York Tribune :

¢ As regards the constitution, it declares with
emphasis the inviolability of the Emperor and
the perpetuity of the throne. The legislative
functions of the throne are to be exercised with
the consent of Parhament. From this the Em-
peror can, when Parliament does not sit, devi-
ate only in case public sifety demands it, but

any law so made must be submitted to Parlia-
ment at its next session, and becomes invalid
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when then disapproved. The Emperor appoints
and dismisses the officials, and fixes their saly-
ries; ho has the command of the army and
navy; poweor of making war, peuce, and
treaties ; declares the law of siege; coufers
titles of nobility, and so forth ; orders Lmneg.
ties, pardons and rohabilitations. The citizen,
on the other hand, is free to change his abojle
at will; canuot be arrested, Rearched for, or
punished, except according to law; and s,
within the same limits, entitled to the right of
property, freedom of religious belief, of public
meceting, of speech and association, and has the
riyht of petition. The Parliament consists or
two houses, tho Peers and the Representatives,
The first are partly hereditary, partly nomi-
nated by the Emperor for life, and partly clected
for seven yeats by the highest taxpayers, with
tho Emperor’s approval. Tho house of Repre-
sonlatives consists of 300 members, elected by
open ballot ; its members must be thirty years
of age, and must be paying annually fifteen yerr
of national taxes; but army, navy, and police
officers, as well as priests, are not eligible. The
voters must be twenty-five years of ago, and
must be paying the snme amount of taxes ag
hose eligible ; army and navy officers in active
service cannot vote. The house sits for four
years, three months annually ; but this term
may be prelongea, nv extra sessions called.
Parlinment discusses ana votes the budget,and
sanctions 1tlso all special expenditures; but from
its power in this respect are excluded the imper-
ial household and * expenditures incurred in the
exercise of the powers reserved to the Em-
peror,’ which means chiefly the salaries of the
officials and the expenses for army and navy,
When Parhament fails tc agree on the budget,
the Government has competence to carry out
the budget of the years previous. Judges can
be appointed and removed by law only. Tho
Representatives and the nominated and elected
Peers receive an annual salary of 800 yen each,
together with their traveling expenses.*

V.—THE MONTHLY CONCERT OF MISSIONS.
BY ARTHUR T. PIERSON, D.D.

THE subject for May 1s Burmah,
Siam and Laos and Buddhism. Com-
pare Vol. for 1888, pages 3838, 373,
387-90, etc., and Miracles of Missions
m this number.

LoweRr BURMAH has an avea of 87,-
000 square miles, with nearly 15,000
villages and towns, and a population
in 1881 of nearly 4,000,000. Upper
Burmah has more than twice the
area, about 190,000 square miles, with
fully 4,000,000,

S1aM has over 280,000 square miles,
and a population of 6,000,000, exclu-

sive of the Laos people. The chief
town is Banghol, with from 400,000
to 600,000 inhabitants., All figures
are but an approximation. We take
4hese from the best authorities wecan
find, but they must Le regarded as
only a fair conjecture. Reliable data
are not yet available. The difficulty
is increased by the native practice of
numbering males only.

Siam occupies thecentral andlarger
part of Indo-China, which lies be-
tween India and China, and includes
most of the Malayan peninsula,
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which runs down far into the ocean.
Siam’s territory almost touches the
equator, and runs 1,350 miles toward
the pole, measuring 450 miles at its
widest part. It isabout as large as
New England, with the four Middle
States, or nearly as large as two such
states as Oregon. The Laos extends
from about latitude 16 degrees to 24
degrees N., andhasa population esti-
mated at from 1,500,000 to 2,000,000.
Its limits are not very closely defined.
The Meltong or Cambodia River
traverses i, and the Saluen sepa-
rates it from Burmah, both of them
streams of considerable magnitude.
The surface secems to be a valley in-
termediate  Dbetween two parallel
;'anges running along the frontiers
on the northeast and southwest. The
soil is fertile in vegetable products,
and valuable mines exist; even gold
ana precious stones may be found.
The Laonese are lazy, but honest,
and much given to the study and
control of magical arts, and in lan-

wage, manners and customs, and re-
ligionresemble the people of Burmah.

Siam is inseparably associated with
the white elephant—a variety not
strictly white, but of a whitish
brown, bordering on a pinkish red.
The Swwmese name for it is the
“strange colored.” Though highly
honored and revered, and associated
with the national flag, it can scarcely
be reckoned as an object of worship.

A large proportion of the inhabi-
tants of Siam are foreigners—mostly
Chinese. The Siamese are an amia-
ble race, and, like most naturally
amiable people, lack the energy and

igor of “sons of thunder.” They
are rather passive than active, very

opinionated and somewhat deceitful. ¢

Like the Chinese, they are obedient
to parents and reverential to the
aged, disposed to be peaceable and
liberal. Mentally they are rather
receptive, but are not easily moved,
and do not move with rapidity even
when they get started. Their civili-
zationis largely fossilized,and admits
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very few changes, and those very
tardily. The inertia of the Siamese
and kindred people is due doubtless
in part to the climate, which is ener-
vating. They have few needs, and
these arve easily supplied—but little
is required, either for food or cloth-
ing, and supplies are very cheap,
rendering little labor necessary, and
so templing tolaziness. Women are
in a comparatively free condition,
the limitations of zerana lile being
unknown among Siamese and Lao-
nese. Boats take the place of wheeled
vehicles, and rivers are the roads for
all lower Siam.

BuppHIsH has m Siam its center
and citadel. Here this religious faith
is found in its purity, unmixed as in
China with Confucianism and Tao-
ism. Buddhism claims a remote an-
tiquity, and seems to be about 2,500
years old. Its founder, Gautama,
was called Buddha, the ¢ Enhght-
ened” or “Illumined.” He was un-
doubtedly a rare man, and his influ-
ence has been both widespread and
marvelously permanent. For more
than a thousand years Siam has had
no other faith. And over one-half
of the human family it exercises an
influence more or less despotic.

It is both atheistic and materialis-
tic, for it has no place in its creed for
either a proper God or a real soul.
Most of those who follow it have no
word for God, and neither prayer nor
worship in a proper sense flnds room
in Buddhistic teaching. The craving
for objects of worship has to be sup-
plied by importations from other
systems. Prayer is nothing more
than amechanical monotonousform,
an intonation or incantation, which
is supposed to have some mysterious
magical power, and which legiti-
mately gives birth to the ¢ praying
mills ”* used in Thibet, which, by the
turn of a wheel on which is a magical
form or formmula, answers all the
purposes of prayer as well as the
most laborious thought or agonizing
speech,
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Although pure Buddhism supplies
no objects of worship, images of
Buddha are so common and numer-
ous that one fane alone is said to
contain and enshrine 14,000. Certain
features of Buddhism moy be easily
kept in mind and memory.

1. Atheism—a virtual demal of all
proper deity.

2. Materialism—adivectdenialofall
spirit or soul 1n man—and, of course,
of all spirituality or immortality.

8. Transmigration. All want and
woe in the present life may be ac-
counted for by the sins of a previous
existence; and every sin of the
present will be compensated by the
wants and-woes of other states and
stages of existence to follow. This
may seem inconsistent with the de-
nial of personal immortality, but the
Buddhist evades tnat inconsistency
by the theory that, though every
human being ceases to be at death,
another existence begins at that in-
stant which is somehow historically
and practically identical with it; in
a word, the death of the old and the
birth of the new being are simulta-
neous, and there is a true succession
of being thus kept up. This new
birth may be in the form of man,
beast, demon or angel. Each life
thushasboth an endandasuccession,
and heaven is the escape from this
succession—in the final slumber or
annihilation of Nepon or Nirvana.
The highest good is no longer tolive
an individual life, but to be lost as a
dropin the sea.

Buddhism prescribes the noble
path to this nirvana goal. It isby
meditation on life’s hollowness and
shallowness until all desire of every
sort dies out.

The proper symbol of Buddhism is
the revolving wheel, as that of Chris-
tianity is the cross, and that of Ma-
hommedanism is the ¢rescent. Life—
existence—is a revolution of the
wheel, and perfect bliss is to have
the wheel no longer revolve.

Many Christian ideas have been
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read into Buddhism, as in Arnold’s
“Light of Asia.” No doubt there
are many lofty moral teachings in
Gautama’s system as there were in
those of Epicurus and Zeno and
Plato. But it is obvious of them al)
that they failed to uplift, redecm,
save. Even the excellence of the
standavd does not arrest the .moral
declension of the followers.

The priests, or monks, devote
themselves to a meditative life, live
solely on alms, and beside all the
revenue which goes to support the
Siamese temples the priests use up
some $25,000,000 a year! Thissumfor
a people numbering in all less than
8,000,000 makes an average of over
$3 a year. At that rate the Ameri-
can nation would be paying annually
$290,000,000 for the support of the
clergy. Every}man spends at least
part of his life as a priest. No won.
der tlat the system has a strong
hold on the people and that the gos-
pel makes slow progress in the dem-
olition of this false religion so in
contrast at every point with the gos-
pel of Christ.

SELECTED PARAGRAPHS.
THE ETHICAL VALUE OF A PAGAN RELIGION,

TaE test of ethical value in anyreligionis
the kind of character it tends to produce.
We will say character in two respects—
average character and ideal character.
The second should be noticed first, since
the ideal character in any religion must
powerfully influence average character,
To some extent the ideal of characterina
religion may be seen in that whichisat.
tributed to the deity that is worshiped. It
should seem that the conception any people
may have of what is best in humanity may
always be inferred from what isregardedas
proper todeity. The mythology of a people,
in fact, indicates its apprehensions of what
belongs to the highest being. The ideal of
‘character is also seen in those whom pagan
teaching and pagan literature sct forth as
ideal men. This is especially the case where
the ideal man is the teacher himself, stand-
ing to hisdisciples in much the same rela-
tion, perbaps, as Jesus of Nazareth to those
whom He taught. A conspicuous example
8 Buddha. Those who in thesedays,andin
enlightencd lands, so unaccountably showa
tendency toaccept the founder of the Budd-
hist faith as both an ideal teacherandan
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ideal man, must be strangely blinded. Let
us take him just as the books picture him to
us. The way in which he is represented as
entering upon his career illustrates the fatal
tallacy of his whole system. Does o man
porn to be tie ruler of a people owe nothing
tothem ? IS not hislife-work provided for
him in the very fact of being so born? Then
puddha had other ties; ties with wife and
child ; ties with the father and the mother
whose only sun and heir he was. Is it, after
all, such & charming thing in him that he
casts off all these and goes roaming over
the world a bare-footed beggar, preaching
pis gospel of nirvana? The story can be
told in poetry 8o as to be very pleasing ;
rat apply to it those tests which are af-
forded in the hard facts of human life and
human duty, and what does it all become ?
The ideal Buddha affords in his own person
{s ove which, if it were to be used in this
world for other than poetical purposes,
would take men everywhere out of their
spheres of duty and service ; would make
all manly virtues a crime; would change
the world's workers into puling, whimper-
ing ascetics ; would make religion itself a
mask for selfishness, and morality the car-
wass of o dead dog. Buddha's boast was,
“] am no man's servant,” Jesussaid, ** If
any man would be great among you, let him
be theservant of all."—Dr. J. 4. Smith.

Sir MoONIER WILLIAMS'S account of the
devotees of Yoga, & system of ascetic prac-
tices which existed before Buddha, suggests
a contrast between those fanatics and the
ordinary Christian believer. He tells how
le saw at Allahabad one who had main-
tained a sitting posture, his feet folded un-
der hisbody, for twenty years. During the
mutiny, while cannon thundered and bullets
hissed around him, nothing apparently dis-
turbed his attitude of profound meditation.
To obtain ** enlightenment ™ these devotees
practice the strangest austerities, and
they scem to have the clearest hope of
thereby reaching ** emancipation of heart,*
Sir Monier has given fresh illustration of
that concentrated will-power in Orientals
which our Christianity may well envy.
Rational aims, indeed, areo quite at a disad-
vantage as compared with mystical hopes,
and asceticism is, on the whole, an easier
business than wise activity ; an empty mind
can attain the saintship of the Yoga, but
keen mental energy is needful in order to
reach* the stature of the fullness of Christ.™
Yet if our faith is to master Buddhism in the
East it must show marvels of devotion;
thus only can it win & nation of devotees.
The Christian missionary does not find the
Indian people us they are found by the
fanatic Buddhist or Siva-worshiper, drunk

with a mystical hope.

Taegreat attraction of a late sale of Bur-
meseand Indian curios in London was ** The
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Hindu Lingam God," consisting of & chryso-
beryl cat's eye fixed in a topaz, and mounted
in a pyramidal base studded with diamonds
and precious stones, Thiscuriousrelicstood
2% inches in height. It was preserved for
more than a thousand years in an ancient
.temple at Delhi, where acts of devotion
were paid before it by women anxious to
have children. The base is of solid gold,
and around it are nine gems or charms, a
diamond, ruby, sapphire, chrysoberyl cat's
eye, coral, pearl, hyacinthe garnet, yellow
sapphire and emerald. These gems are all
rudely carved, and would, no doubt, by
more sclentiflc cutting, be greatly improved
in value. Round the apex of this gold pyra-
mid is a plinth set with dilamonds. On the
apex is a topaz 1 10-18 inches in length and
9-16 of an inch in depth, shaped like a horse-
shoe; in the center of the horseshoe the
great chrysoberyl cat's eye stands upright,
This is 15-16 0of an inch in height, and dark
browa in color, and shaped like a pear. An
extremely mobile opalescent light crosses
the length of the stone in an oblique direc-
tion. When Bad Shah Bahador Shah, the
last King of Delhi, was captured and exiled
to the Andaman Isles, his Queen secreted
this gem, and it was never seen again until,
being distressed during the mutiny,she'sold
it to the present owner. The gem was finally
knocked down at £2,450.

TEXTS AND THEMES,

DaNIEL xii ¢ 3. “‘And they that be teachers shall
radiate brightness as the expanse, and they that
convert the many to righteousness as the stars
forever, * etc.

Babylon's clear skies stimulated Daniel's Cas-
dee teachers to study astronomy and led to the
worship of the stars. To them the firmament
was Deity, and its radiance the splendor of the
Supreme.

Our Lord applies these words from Daniel.
Compare Matt. xili : 48.

The first clause refers to the expanse by day
the second to the glory by night. Thus sunlight
and starlight are used as illustrations of the
glory and reward of teaching truth and convert-
ing souls.

Sunlight is diffused and reflected and so be-
comes a revelation. The true teacher diffuses
and reflects the light of God and so reveals
trath and God to men. Starlight has grades of
glory—and so converters of souls differ in the
measures of their service and reward.

This text thus sugeests the glory of teaching
and turning souls. We are taught here and in
Psa. 111 13 the same lesson.

Teaching first : instraction is the basis of all
evangelization and conversion. God calls every
Veliever to be a teacher and converter.

Success liangs on the Afessage, the Methods
and the Man. We coofine ourselves to the
Afessaqe.

1. The gospel and nothing less and nothing
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else. The central theme ¢ ** Christ Crucified.”
All preaching starts from and returns to that.
It is no norrow theme, but a **swivel gun™
that may beswaung in any direction and dire .ed
to every practical issue of life,

2. A fullgospel : ** All Seripturo is profitable ™
The most successful ministers and missfonuries
have preached the whole counsel of God, espe-
clally these eight fundamental truths : The In-
spired Word, Man’s Depravity, Christ the only
Saviour, Justification by faith, The new Birth,
Personal Holiness, God’s Hatred of Sin, Futurs
Punishment. These are first principles of the
doctrine of Christ, Heb. v:12tovi: 2, There
are two edges to the sword of the Spirit—an
edge of law and ope of grace ; and hence one
piercing point in which those edges meet. The
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gospel must first be a sword opening up the hig.
don part, thena thirror to show us our inner self,

8. An aggressive gospel. Tho true preacher
or teacher i3 not ono who keops on the defen.
sive. In agame, the mowment one is on the de.
fensive the game i3 against him. So in war,
Skillful strategy demands that the general keep
the encmy busy defending bimself. God never
meant weo should be using spades and throwing
up intrenchments. Let us leave apologetics
und onergetically carry the warintothe enemies
territory.

4. A cumulgtive gospel. True preaching is 3
pyramid—tho basis laid firm, broad, square ;
then stono upon stone, layer upon layer, all con.
verging toward a climax. Uuity and continuity
of impression 4 "o thus conserved.

VI.—EDITORIAL NOTES

‘WE have received the report of
the ¢ Association for the Free Dis-
tribution of the Scriptures.” Office,
No. 1, Oak Hill Park, Hampstead,
London, N. W. We have no hesita-
tion in commending to the sympathy
and support of our readers this ex-
cellentinstitution. Its founders and
supporters regard it as a fatal hin-
drance to the wide spread of the Word
of God that the Bible shall only be
sold ; and maintain that in mllions
of cases persons will never possess or
even read the Word unless it comes
to them as a free gift. Thereis no
antagonism with existing Bible so-
cieties ; but the attempt is to supple-
ment theirwork by a free distribution
among those whosepoverty orapathy
prevent their purchasing copies.
The names of the committee are a
sufficient warrant for the organiza-
tion. Where such men as Majov-Gen-
eral Graydon, James E. Mathieson,
Robert Paton, etc., lead, most of us
are safe in following. The annual
number of Bibles, Testaments, etc.,
from all existing societies reaches
but 8,000,000, 7. e¢., two million less
than the annual increase of the
world’s population.—A. T. P.

THE recent assaults on missions
and missionary societies have had at
least one good result. For instance,
itis proposed that a full and search-
ing inquiry shall be made into the

ON CURLXENT TOPICS.

management of the Church Mission.
ary Society. The income of the
society last year was nearly £222,000,
It is rumored that nearly £50,000 wag
spent before any of the money was
paid out for mission work.  This
society was founded at the beginnirg
of the century. It has numeroug
missions in Western Africa, Indi,
Egypt, Persia, China, New Zealang,
America, the North Pacilic—all over

. the world, in fact. Tt has 294 stations

in all; upward of 500 missionaries
in holy orders, and 3,700 European
and native teachers of all sorts,
There are complaints of other mis-
sionary societies as to extravagant
home expenditure, Even the London
Missionary Society, whose manage-
ment was regarded by Canon Taylor
as contrasting favorably with that of
the Church Missionary Society, has
not escaped criticism ; and complaint
as made in The Methodist Times that
£30,000 of the income of the Wesley-
ian Society is spent at home.

For ouvselves we are glad to have
these matters thoroughly ferreted
out. If therebe anything that will
not bear exposure, that is what needs
exposure. Meanwhile we put on
record our confidence that it will be
found that no work done in the way
of benevolence will prove on the
whole more economically done than
that of missions; while at the same
time we believe there might be no
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littleimprovementin administration.
We believe that the time will come
when for the love of the cause men
will be found who can and will give
their services as secretariesand treas-
urers; or when special funds will be
provided for administration so that
every dollar contributed may go
divectly to the mission field.—A. T, P.

WE have received a number of let-
ters of which the following may serve
asa specimen:

Please furnish for your readersanarticle
touching the what, the where, the whken,
and the how, of such & preparatory course
for Foreign Mission Work as increasing
hundreds are longing to get.

General information is desired on such
matters as these:

For what fleld should I preparc? What
should such preparation involve? Where
can I best secure it? At now little cost?
Inhow little time? Isthere, or is there to
be, any institution where foreignlanguages,
taught by natives of the foreign fields, can
beacquired by those who give themselves
to such flelds? Are there any training
schools the curriculum of which shall pro-
vide the best special equipment for students
who cannot attempt the *‘full course,
“regular,” etc.  Fraternally,

Jaues P. LuprLow,

To ask questions is easier than to
answer them. But we are glad to
give what information we can.

Rev. W. B. Osborn and Mrs. S. B,
Osborn, formerly missionaries in
India, ave in charge ot the Bradbury
Memorial and Missionary Training
Institute, corner Raymond and Will-
oughby streets, Brooklyn,N. Y. By
applying to this address, catalogues
and circulars may be obtained giving
allneedful information. They under-
talie special training for the mission-
ary field, and look directly tothe Lord
forsupport. They undertake to have
the languages of foreign fields taught
by native teachers, etc.

A training school of a somewhat
different character is established at
Springfield, Massachusetts, under
charge of Rev. David Allen Reed.
Weadvise all persons who desire in-
formation to apply directly to these
patties.
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Mr, Moody’s Training College in
Chicago is especially designed to fit
for evangelistic work in great cities,
—A.T.P.

THE recent decease of the Dow-
ager Lady Kinnaird in London has
removed {from Christian and philan-
thropic work one of God’s noblest
handmaidens. She was equally de-
voted to Home and to Foreign Mis-
sions, and city evangelization. She
led in the Indian Female Normal
School and Instruction Society, the
Zenana Bible and Medical Mission,
St. John's School, Westbourne Park,
for training girls for domestic ser-
vice, in the London Young Women’s
Christian Association, which has 140
branches with 15,000 members. She
was in fact hundred-handed and
hundred-hearted. To the last day of
her life she, withher noble daughters
and son, the Earl of Kinnaird, was
engaged in every work that sought
the up-lifting of man.—A. T. P.

Progress in the Patna Oage.

Now that the case of the Christian
girl Luchmin has passed from the
magistrate, Mr. Quinn, to the High
Court inIndia, wearerapidly getting
nearer to the goal which all who
have worked for the girl have had in
view—her salvation from a life of
immorality to which the magistrate
had consigned her.

The High Court at Calcutta, in Jannary, issued
a rule calling upcn the magistrate to show
cause why his order which consigned the girl
to an infamous life should not be set aside.

The case came on for argument on Monday,
Feb. 18, and the High Court not only pushed
agido the magisterial order, but took a step
toward recovering possession of the child, as
will be seen from the following telegram which
wo have received from India:

“BoMBAY, 20-2-80,

“ A. S. DYER to Scatinel, LONDON.

“ Rule issued on Radakissen and Mahatabo to
show cause why order shonld mnot be made to
restore status gquo, and give back Lnchmin to
mission, or other suitable order.™

It will be remembered by our readers that
Radakissen is the man who falsely claimed to
be the husband of the girl, and Mahatabo is
the girl’s mother who sold her to Radakissen.
They are the two to whomthe magistrate con~
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signed hor.  Our chief anxiety now is lest the
givi, who wascarried off' by her captorsdirectly
they got hold of her, shall not bo found. But
with the order of the High Court before it dem-
onstrating the iniquity of Mr. Quinn’s unjus-
tiflable order, the Indian Government must see
that it {3 bound to exert itself to tho utmost to
find her, that sho may be set free.

The Anglo-Indian papers have been asserting
that the Government had authorized Mr. Quinn
to prosccute Mr. A. S. Dye~ for his determined
championship of this girl's cause. The decision
of the High Court that Mr. Quinn was wrong
demonstrates that Mr. Dyer was right. We
shall therefore now heur nothitg more of these
suggestions of a Government prosecution, but
may expecta Govornment condemnation and
romoval of Mr. Quinn.—The Senfinet (March).
—~J. M. 8.

Missionary Schools in India.

We can scarcely credit the an-
nouncement, though supported by
official stalements, that the Indian
Government excludes the Bible from
its public schoolson the pretext that
it is ‘ meutral.” But we are ready
to belicve that. and a great d:al
more, when we learn that it admiis
into those same schools the idole-
trous and idolatry-teaching *¢ Ramie-
yan " as a class-book in Hindi; and
that, in order to secure the Govern-
ment grant, professed missionaries
of Christ make this san:e book a part
of their teaching in what are known
as the ¢ Sixth Standards  of their
missionary schools. Replying to
those who, for this reason, demand
the extinction of all missonary col-
leges, a prominent Indian paper,
The Eastern Star, very properly de-
clares that the true remedy for this
unnatural condition does not lie in
the abandomment of the higher ed-
ucation of Indian youth to the hands
of whatit styles ““a neutral secular
government,” but in the thorough
recoustruction of missionary schools
on a sound evangelical basis, and in
arcturn to the old missionary meth-
ods and standaxds of Duff, Anderson,
and Wilson., And the sooner there
is, in this matter, what the Irishman
is said to have called an *“advance
backwards,” the better will it be for
the cause of Protestant missions in
India, and for India.
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Says the N. Y. Bvangelist on this

same subject:

* From entirely reliable religious papers in
Indin, the Evangelist gathers some unpleasant
facts regarding tho teaching required in such of
the so-called missjonary schools of that coontry
as recoived aid from the Government, and of the
results of that teaching. A professedly mission.
ary journal dqclarcs that because such teaching
may 1avolve political dangers, the British Goy.
ernment should not coniinue the teaching of the
Bible in subsidized missionary schools. The
same Govornment, however, seesno danger in
making a sacred Hindu book a textbook in sueh
#chools, and keeps it in them. Missionaries
teach from it for the sake of retaining a Govery.
ment subsidy. The result is that a good educa.
tion and & Government appointment are genor.
ally the sole objects of yeung men in somo sup-
sidized mission schools, who remain heathen be.
cause from theso school the Bible is carefully
excluded. This statement is confirmed by tho
fact that when more than a dozen young men
from such schools recently appeared for oxam.
ination n mental and moral philosophy, and as
candidates for the decreo of A. M. fromn the Unj.
versity of Calcutta, notone took up the papers
on the Evidences of Christianity wbich had beer
selected for tkem by the authorities. Under
theso circumstances, tho Freo Church of Scot.
land has decided, according to The Indian
Witness to close its school at Poonu, and the
Canadian Indian College at Indore s to be closed
this month.”—J. M. 8.

Samoa.

There is no one island called Samoas the
nameisapplied only to the entire grouo of ten
islands, often called tho Navigator Islands. Tho
great French navigator, La Perouso. who visited
theso islands in 1757 had one of his officers and
ten of hiy men massacred, and while bitterly
denouncing them for their  atrocious man-
nars,” declared it ** ono of the finest countries
in tho universe." A similar testimony was
given by other unavigators who visited these 15
lands before their evangelization.

But all of the islands that form tho group are
now professedly Christian. The first mission.
aries, Willlams and Barfl, reached Samoz in
1830, and very rapid progress was mado in
Christianizing the islands. Hcathenism is now
o thing of the past,and there arc 200 villages
in which nativo pastors aro supported by the
people. Besides supporting tho native pastors,
the nativo churches have contributed onanar-
erage during tho last twenty years $6,000 per
annum to the funds of tho Londor. Missionary
Society, which numbers 27,000 adherents. The
Weosicyan Mission have 5,000, and the French
pricsts claim 3,000. The populationof the is-
fands §s now 85,000, an increase since 188, In
soven years after the entiro Biblo was printed
in their lauguago an cdition of 10,000 coples
was sold and tho British and Foreign Bible So-
clety hasrecoived from salesthe entire amountof
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its outlay, $15,671. Bomo years after anotherand
revised editlon was published, of 10,000 copies,
which is now exhausted. The natives had
nevor seen o piece of money when the mission
was started. Now there are English, French,
German and American stores, and from $250,-
o) to $500,000 worth of native produce goes
mto the stores of these merchants in exchango
for clothics and other necessary articles,

These facte lend great interest from a mis-
sionary paint of view to the Samoan matter,
which now occupies the joint atlention of the
three leading governments of the world. Itis
aflried that on account of rivalry for the chief-
tunship, and feuds growing out of 1t, tho bulk of
the people, and even the chicfs, long for foreign
help and protection. These islands of the South
sea, so receatly converted from savage barba-
rsm to Christianity by Eunglish missionaries,
deserve the sympathy and prayers of Christen-
dom. It is obvious that the triumph of the
tierman policy would work injury to mission-
ary interests in that part of the world.—J. M. S,

Dr. HENRY M. SCUDDER relates a
case of orientat justice that canuot
be outdone for sharp and subtle dis-
criminations even by a Philadelphia
jurist.

+ Four men, partuers in business, bought
some cotton bales 'Fhat the ratsmight not
destroy the cotton they purchased & cat.
They agreed that each of the four should
own 2 particular leg of the cat; and each
adorned with beads and other ornaments
the leg Lhus apportioned to hum. The cat,
by an accident, injured vne of its iegs. The
owner of that member wourd about it & rag
soakedn oil. The cat going too near the
fire. set the rag on fire, and, being in great
pain, rusned in among the cotton bales
where she was accustomed to hunt rats
The cotton thereby took fireand was burned
up. 1t was a total loss. The three other
partners brought a suit to recover the value
of the cotton agamst the fourth partuer
who owned the particular leg of the cat.

“The judge cxamined the case, aud de-
cided thus: *Tholeg that had the oil rag
on it was hurt: the cat could not use that
legin fact, it held up that leg, and ran with
the other threelegs. Tho threcunhiurt legs,
therefore, carried the fire to the cotton, and
arcalone culpaple. The injured leg is not
to Yo blamed. Tho three partners who
owhed th three legs with which the cat
ran to the cotton will pay the whole vatue
of the bales to the partner who was the pro-
prictor of the injured leg.>™

FINANCIAL FACTS.— At present ful-
Iy mnety-seven per cent. of all mon-
«ys collected for religious purposes
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is spent in the Home field. About
three per cent. for the world’s evan-
gelization by the most Christian na-
tion in the world, in this wonderf{ul
nineteenth cenwury.

Judge Tucker, of Futtepoor, served
long in India, giving to missions

200 per month. Being remonstrated
with for his liberality, he replied:
‘“Here are 86,000,000 adult popula-
tion; 5,000 die daily—every day's
delay means 5,000souls.” Would that
all judges viewed the question thus.

There are a great many promises
to give to the Lord’s cause that are
only evasions of present duly. A
Cambridge, England, theologue,
when he told the story of the Good
Samaritan, after reciting the good
man's promise to the host, *“And
when I come again I will repay
thee,” wound up with: “I0is
he said, knowing he should see lis
Jace no more.”

HORACE says: ¢ Who shall forbid
me lavghing to speak the truth?”
On the question of the growing gulf
between the churches and the peo-
ple, we have clipped the following
suggestive epigram on a fashionable
Loundon church, from a foreign ex-
change:

“In achurch wkich is garnished with mullion
and gable,

With altar and reredos, with gurgorle and

groin,
The penitents® dresses aresealskin and sable,

Tho odor of sanctity’s Eau-do-Cologne 3
But surely, if Lucifer, fiying from Hades,

Wero to gazo on this crowd, with its panniers

and paints,
He would say, as ho looked on tho lords and the
ladies,

¢Oh, whero is All Sinners, if this is All

Saints 2™

CaNoOX TAYLOR, who has been fig-
uring as the critic of methods pur-
sted by Foreign Missionary Socie-
ties, is thus dealt with by a brother
clergyman who sent the following
to the Record (London). Its forceis
none the less from its being ad hom-
inum, as the Canon's criticisins have
been of that character.
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Str: Canon Taylor, in the Fortnightly Re-
view, judges, by comparison of expenditure
with resuits, mission effort to liave failed. He
counts non-Christian people at 920,000,000, and
estimates the annual outlay for their conversion
at 2,000,000 ; that is, 1/ for cach460, or raitlier
more than an annual half-penny a head. Yet
ho says, * Clearly there is no lack of men or
means,”™ Taccept the Canon's statistics with-
out question. 1 flLui. admit one half-penny a
head as ample outlay for the conversion of the
lieatlien.  Now as to the value of souls at home.
I find from Crockford, 1887, that the income of
Canon Taylor's benefice is (net) 1,048Z and
house. I find also that the population of his
parishis 802. Now, as, presumably, the Canon
having 50 keen a sense of the wasteful expen-
diture of money on modern missions, considers
1,048/, and a house not cxcessive payment for
the spiritual care of 802 souls, we arrive at once
at the differenco between the Canon’s estimate
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of tho valueof souls abroad, counting hisfriends
the Mohammedans, and soule in Settrington.
The discovery is striking. and to Settrington
folk most flattering. The heathens at 44, a
head are amply provided for ; at Settrington
they required 1/, Gs. 134d. to be annually supplicd
for their pastoral supervision. Surely the Can-
on’s friends abroad may justly take umbrage
that their souls arcestimated by him in value at
1627 of the value of the folk of Settrington!
T omit, to preserve the simplicity of the compar-
ison, such other factors of the equationsas the
enormous difficulty of tho task of Christianiz.
ing people out of heathenism contrasted with
keeping Christian a parish Christianized so
many centuriesago. It is, indeed, humiliating
to enter into such statistical contention with the
clergyman in question. But he has appealed
to figures and statistics ; to figures and statistics
he must go—Suo sili gladio hunc jugulo.
GEORGE ENsor,

VII.—ORGANIZED MISSIONARY WORK AND
STATISTICS.
(hina Inland Mission,

STATISTICS OF THE MISSION FOit JANCARY, 1688,
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The cffect of the climate seems to have been unusually depressing, almost all, both
forcigners and natives, having sulfered from disecase. The well-nigh universal licentiots
ness among the people constitutes the great obstacle. Still with prayer and faith they
labor on, surc of a blessing and success at last.

Methodist Protestant Qhurch, 1838.
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'i‘hc Board of Foreign Missions 1s located at Springficld, Olmo. The Woman’s Boardat
Pittsburgh, Pa. The society 18 only ten years old, but 1s pushing 1ts work as best 1t inaj.
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The Medical Missionary Association,

London,

RePORTS up to April, 1888, the receipt of
£1,064, and expenditure of £9809, leaving a
balance of £155, most of which is pledged to
certain undertakings not yet commenced.
Under its general auspices are medical mis-
sions at Aden, Kashmir, Romo and Tan-

ier.

§ The Secretary, James L. Maxwell, writes ¢
#With us it isstill the day of small things,
thoughwe rejoice to acknowledge the Lord's
prospering hand. Justnow wehavefive fly »
fellows, who are at various stages of their
four years® courso in medicine before going
tothe foreign ficld, and we are busily en-
gaged in promoting our Fifth Medical mis-
sion in London, the fifth in three years.”

The Edinburg Medical Missionary
Society.

'rm: report for the year closing Nov. 1, 1838,
shows expenditures as follows :
Mission House, Training Institution and
DiSPLOSATT e eeeeeeiesseissscisanarsnnans £2,746
Sopport of Medical Missions at Nazareth,
Damascus, Agra, and toward other Med-
{eal BiSSIONS. ceeiiietiiinrrrtneaatannas 1,042
Diffusion of information as to Medical

Missions teeeseses. 158
Printing, advertising, etc...c.oiian il 287
Total....... cernene teeernsenieaeesss . £5,128

TO00MBC, cevrssencnenane socanersensassaces $,702
Defititeercerineeennnans [ £426
There are 62 medical missionaries, formerly
stadents of this society, connected with mission
stations in all parts of the world. Four of theso
are supported by the society itself, the remain
der are connected with ono or another of the
various missionary socicties of England and
Scotland. Many of these are indebted to this
society, not merely for the Jmpulse that sent
them forth, but for substantial aid in the pur-
chase of medicines, etc., ete.

The London Association in Aid of the

Moravian Missions,

Tns report shows a total of receipts for the
year 1887 of £4,636. It has, of course, no statis-
{ics of tho work separato from those fornished
in thc Moravian Almanac. Its work is, how-
cver, nono tho less important. The peculiar
work accomplished by the Moravian missions
needs no special words of acknowledgment,
for it Is well known., It is not so generzlly
recognized that much of their widespread ose-
falness is dno to the hearty practical support of
earnest English Christians.
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South American Missionary Society.

Tars was instituted by members of the Church
of England, first as the Patagonian Mission in
1844, but was subsequently enlarged in its scope
and nuw includes missions to the Falkland
Islands, Ticrr~ det Faego, Argentine Republic,
Uruguay, Paraguay, Brazil, and Chili,

The I 5 of missionaries in tho service of tho
sogiety inclades 9 ordained clergymen, 12 lay
and 8 fem:e Ivy micsfonariesand helpers ; also,
the captain ard crew of five of Zhe Allen Gar-
diner, u £.ip constartly employed in evangelis-
tic service, 1o well as to keep up communica-
tion betwecen the different stations. Tho total
disbursements daring the year 1887 were £12,.
850 thereceints, £12,415 ; showing a deficit of
£463. Th* se>ms to have been duo entirely to
the fal'ing off of rezeipts from 1. ..zies.

Tho principal work accomplished by this
soclety seems to be among the seamen of the
different ports and th: forcign residents, but
thoy are constantly rashb : out among tho
native population and meeting with gratifying
success.

The Rhenish Missionary Society
REPORTS for the year ending Easter, 1888

Receipts.cceeeiiiiennncernnnes 883,362
Expenditures.......... cevene 82,985
Balance.. tertetasesnneees 8877
Scparate Fnud for New Guinea......$18,054
Outlay....... L P - I £ 11
Balance......... ee srseesasseenes . $7,905.

Missionary Board of the African Meth-
. odist Qhurch.

Tae quadrennial report of this society for the
torm commencing June, 1884, zad ending April,
1888, shows an l.teresting advance in the work
undertaken by it in Hayli, £an Domingo, and
Siorra Leone.

The work in tho West Indies is carried on in
tho face < great opposition from the Cathoiics,
and hence its succ3s is all the more encourag-
ing.

The work in Freetown, Sicrra Leone, was
commenced by Rev, J. R. Frederick in 1856,
and has been onlarged by the establishment of a
mission in tho interior, on tho Scarcies River.
The king of the country donated ten acres of
land to tho enterprise.

Foremostamong thoagencies that have hc]pcd
on the work has been the Ladies® Missionary
Mite Soclety.

The total disbursements bave beon :

TFor the first year....... Sesesnaeans $8,522.27
For the sccond year..., ... 4,080.88

For the third year...ociiiieenennaes 4,770.76
The statement for tho fourth year was not
complete.



[
N

300 ORGANIZED MISSIONARY WORK AND STATISTICS. (May,

Statistios of the Ohurches of the Disciples of Christ

1IN MONTANA TERRITORY FOR YZAR ENDING OCTOBER 1, 1888,

Am't raisedjAm't raised
for Local| for Home|[Total Am’t

Churches.|Preach’s.|Members.[S.Schools.[Schol's. | Ghurch and| and Foreign| for all Pur.

Work.| Missions. poses.

11 7 | 51 9 629

$11,434.48 $1,103.16 $12.4958.00

In five and a half years the value of church property has risen from $1,600 to 854,310,
The average per member of the 411disciples organized for work is $31.52. Besides this the
C. W. B. M. contributed about $5,000 for this year's work in Montana.

STATISTICS OF THE WORLD’S MISSIONS.

—According to the ¢¢ Baptist Year-Book for
1889 » that denomination has in the United
States 21,420 ordained ministers, 82,900
churches, 2,987,7.4 members, and 1,158,502
scholars in Sunday-schools; 601 new socie-
tiecs have been organized during the past
year, and 3%J churches have been dedicated.
According tothese figures the Baptistsded-
icate nearly one new church for every day
in the year,and baptize 369 personson an
average each day.

—The yearly statistics of the Baptist
churches of Great kritain for 1888 show an
increase in the membership of the denomi-
nation. Therc are now 2,646 churches and
8,591 chapclsand preaching stations in Eng-
land and Wales. These provid: accommo-
dations for 1,190,467 worshipers. In England
there arc 1,329 ordained ministers, and in
Walcs 375. The communicants are said to
be 209,658 in England,and 75,801 in Wales.
In Scotland there are 101, and in Ireland 20
churches. The aggregate returns for the
whole of the United Kingdom give 2,770
church~s aud 3,745 places of worship, with a
membership of very nearly 300,000. In thoe
Sunday-schools there are 852,167 scholars,
with 45,977 teachers. Dr. Booth, Secretary
of the Baptist Union, gives a statistical
summary of Baptist churches throughout
the world. These he scts down at 37,478, with
a total membership ¢ 3,326,542, which shows
amarkelincrease on the similar summary
made four yearsago. The total numler of
Baptist ministers and missionaries, in all
parts of the world, is 22,150. Of these, 1,755
reside in England and Wales, of whom 1,557
are returned as members of the total absti-
nence society.

—The most carefully compiled and best
general statistical work is Danlel’s ** Lebr-
buch der Geographie.”® The number of in-
habitants oun the globe is about 1,435,000,000.
Therc are 3,084 distinct languages and dia-~
lects known. There areabout 1,100 different
religions. Theredoesnotexist a single peo-
ple which iswithoutareligion of some kind.
Eventheloweston thesocialscale havesome
religiousidea, however crude. Christianity
has 4.2,000,000 adherents, The Roman Catho-
lic Church numbers 208,000,000, the Greek or
Oricntal Orthodox Church, 83,000,000 tho

Protestant Church, 123,000,000, Besides
these, thero are about 100 sects or smaller
divisions claiming to be Christians, with
eight million adherents. Of the non.
Christians, 8,000,000 are Jews, 120,000,000 are
Mohammedans. Among the heathen reli-
giong, Brahminism is the most wide spread,
and embraces about 138,000,000 adherents,
and its younger offshoot, Buddhism, em-
braces 503,000,000, Other heathen religions
have 135,000,000 adherents. There are thus
yet over one thousand millions of souls who
are not Christiand

—The missionary contributions of a)
British societies for the last year amount.
ed to $6,143,795. The following were the
sources :

1. Church of England, twenty-
three societies.....ccovvviiennnnn, .$2,306,1%0

2. Joint societies of Churchmen
and Non-Comformists, seven in
number (including Bible and tract

.8ocieties).ciiiiiiiiiiiieiiianiiiia 935,240
3. English and Welsh Non-Con-
formist societics. eight inall...... 1,835,575
4. Six societies of Scotch and
Irish Presbyterians......cocoiei.. 1,014,700
6. Five Roman Catholic mission-
ary societies in Great Britain...... 52,100
Total.cveaieeiannconnnnaas Jessee <. 86,143,715

Italy.—Whuttke gives the following statis.
tics of Evangelical Christians among the
Italians : There are 16,500 Waldenses, Most
of these are found in the old churchesof the
valleys but thereare also new churchesin
cities, namely, one in Milan with 326 com-
municants, one in Turin with 317, and twoin
Florence with3%5. The Free Churchof Italy
bas 1 churches and statious, with 1,5%
members. The Plymouth Brethren have o
small congregations; the Wesleyans, 55
coungregations and stations, and 1,390 mem.
bers ; the Methodist Episcopal Church, %
congregations and § stations, with 950 mem-
bers; the Baptists have 53 stations and §10
members. There ave, besides, a few small
missions in different parts of the country.
The statistics of the German, Euglish,
American and French churches are not
given. The total number of Italian com-
municants in tho Evangelical churches

8 22,000.~Dr. J. H, W. Stuckenberyg.
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The Jesuit Missions.

A RECENT fssuo of the Eludes Religietses
containg  some interesting statistics of tho
number and distribution of the Jesuit mis-
sionaries abroad at the commencement of
the present year. The numbers are those
of the various orders of the priesthood;
priests, coadjutors, and ** scolastiques,’ but
in every case the number of priests is more
than twice that of the other two orders put
together. In the Balkan Peninsnla there
are 45 Jesuit missionaries; in Africa, and
especially Egypt, Madagascar, and the Zam-
besi region, 223; in Asia, especially Armenia,
Syria, certain parts of Iudia, and parts of
China, 699. In China alonc the nunber is
195, all of French nationality., 71 cccania,
including the Philippines, the Malay Archi-
pelago, Australia, and New Zealand, the
number is 270; in America, including cer-
tain specified States of the Union, portions
of Canads, British Honduras, Brazil, and
Peru, 1,180; the total numt» of Je-nits
scattered over the globe in purely mission-
ary work being 2,877. These are of various
nationalities, but the vast majority are
French. Inthedistribution great attention
is paid to nationality ; thus in Illyri, Dal-
matia, and Albany, they are all Venetians ;
in Constantinople and Syria, Sicilians; in
Africa, Asia Minor, and China, French;
while no French Jesuits are to be found in
any part of the American continent. In
the Bombay and Bengal Presidencies they
are Germans and Belgians respectively ; in
the Philippines, Spanish ; in the Malay
Archipelago, Dutch ; in Eastern Australia
and New Zealand, Irish; in the United
States Germans, Neapohitans, and Piedmoun-
tese are found working in specified and dis-
tinct districts; those laboring aiunung the
Indians of Canada are Canadians; in the
British West India Colonies they are Eng-
lish; in Central America, Spaniards; in
South America, Italians, Spaniards, and
Germans ; the Italians and Germans having
all Brazil to themselves, doubtless becaus»
of the enormous Italian and German immi-
gration to Brazil. It will be understood
that the spheres of labor of the different
orders, Jesuits, Lazarists, Franciscans, ete.,
are carefully laid down at Rome, no two
orders, as a rule, working i the same re-
gion ; these spheres once fixed, the distri-
bution within them is left to the head of
the particular order, whatever it might be.
In anillimitable fleld like China all the or-
ders are represented ; but the districts of
cach are specified, and were re-arranged
about eighteen months ago. The Jesuits
have Kiangsu province and the southeast-
ern part of Chili, the metropolitan prov-
ince ; they have 145 fathers in tho former
and 0 in the latter. In Africa, aguin they
touch only on the cast coast at certain
points, and are represented in no other part

of the continent; in Indin thoy have noth.
ing to do with Madras, Coylon, Central Iy.
din, or the Northwest Provinces, and theypr
work in the United States is oxceedingly
circumscribed. In such places as Japay,
the Malay Peninsula, Siberia, Indo-Chiny
(Burmah, Tounquin, Sjam, Annam), they are
not found at all. The groat centers of
Jesnit missionary activity on the surface of
the globo are the Zambesi, Syrin (where
there are 142 French Jesuits), the Philip.
pino Archipelago, the Central States of the
Union (here they are all German Jesuits),
Central Awmericn and Cuba, Ecuador ang
Peru, Chili and Paraguny.

—Suramary of members and probationers
in tho China Missions of the M, E, Church
for 31803

Mem- Proba- In-
bers. tioners. Total. crse,

Foochow...... 2367 1,267 8,564 113
Central China. 805 304 609 140
North China.. 635 313 1,028 N8
West China... 9 7 16 ..

Total...... 3,266 1951 5217 {3

—The Congregationalists in Australiy
have 82 Sunday-schools, with an average
attendance of 7,400. The Wesleyan Methc-
dists are largely in predominance ; their
schools number 545, with an average at-
tendance of 30,26{. The Church of England
comes next, with 430 schools; and then
order follow the Presbyterians with 362, and
the Roman Catholics with 312, cte. In ajl
there are 2,157 Sunday-schools, with a tutal
average attendance of 143,766.

—According to the statistical report for
1888 of the Evangelical Association, that
body of German Methodists numbers 141,533
members, 1,159 itinerant preachers, and
1,016 churches: indicating a gain of 4,158
merubers, 38 preachers, and 8 churches
during the year.

—The yearly increase of ordained inen in
the Anghcan Church is vastly in cacess of
requirements. The clerical deaths last
year were 430, and there were but 70 new
churches built, while there were 734 ordina-
tions. The unbeneflced clergy in England
now number from 10,000 to 11,000.—Clristian
Leader.

Statistios of the Ohurches of the United
States for 1888,

BY REV. DANIEL DORCHESTER, D.D.

I¥ compliance with the requestof Dr.
Buch.cy I give the latest ccclesiastical sta-
tistics for our country. They are for the
year 1885, and have been gathered from the
official Year-Books and Minutes. Someof
the data for 1883 could not be obtained until
the Year-Books for 189 were issued. In
only a few instances have the figures been
estimated, and even then, so far as possible.
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by prominent officials in those denominn-  General Baptists, .. 3,225
tions. I give the statistics in a classifled United Baptists.... 1,400
form : . Separate Baptists.. ... . 6,329

Advent Bodies. Cum. Fr, Bap. (est.) .... ... 1,000

Chs.*  Min. Com.  goventh-Day Bep.. 106 116 9,015
Orig. “Evan. Ad.® 91 307 11,000 g D (Gr.)Bap.(cst) ... ... 3,500
Adv, Christians.... 2,500 1,000 75,000 Anti-Mis. Bap.(est.) 1,800 000 46,000
seventh-Day Adv. 787 189 2237 gix priy, Baptists. 1 16 1,450
Life& Adv.Union, ..., ... 10,000 .
Ane-to-Come Adv. 100 .... 10,000 Tl brng.name Bp. 36353 24,765 3,175,589

BarbOUriteSeeeeeens  veve aene 6,00  Kwnd. Bap. Bods.: !
{bristadelphians. , 14 15 1,200 Dis. (partly est.)... 6,859 3,388 645,771
Cunkers (est.)...... 1,050 1,876 100,000

Totalcoeveseeres 392 1321 B4SIT  \inebrenna’niest) 800 400 30,000
Most of the above were obtained by per- Menuonites (est.). . 550 500 100,000
onal interviews with leaders in these

osodics, but they are lurgely estimated. T1Bp. & knd. bds. 45,112 30,920 4,051,360
Baptist Bodies. Tuthoran Bodies.
Chs.t Min. Com. Chs.or Congs. Din. Com.*

Bap. Reg., North... 8695 7,164 799,236  General Synod..... 1,429 9522 159,091
Bap. Reg., South... 14,874 8,057 1,115,278 United Synod...... 392 186 33,625
Bap. Reg.,Colored.. 9331 6,199 1,083,282  General Council... 1,490 846 241,424
Total e Bap... 82000 2080 zgwiqes  Syhodienl Councl. 1,13 1208 - 34,087
Free-Will Baptist.. 1,531 1,314 82,680 ¢ DYROGS.cevreee = - A

FW.Bof N.C.orig.  «oov .ui 8,22 Total Lutheran... 7,610 4512 1,036,870

F.W.B., Other Ass.. ... ... 4,958 *Some baptized children are always -
*)ostly congregations. . cluded in the statistics of one or two of
$In some cases congregations, these bodies.

Methodist Bodies. .
Full Total

cal

Chs*  Min. P(;s.f Prob. Mem. Comj
Aethodist Episcopal Church.....e vueee. 21,361 12,602 13,436 224,788 1,929,561 2,167,151
Methodist Episcopal Church, South........ 11,864 4,550 6,192 ....... 1,096,734 1,107.456
Methodist Episcopal African.......c.eeeeee 3,600 2,943 4,801 47,000 390,000 439,043
Methodist Episcopal African Zion. ....... oo 2,600 3230 ... 325,000 327,600
Methodist Episcopal Colored...ceaveiviiaas wavee 1,720 4,042 ...... 165,000 166,729
Methodist Episcopal Union American..... 50 60 50 ...... 21,000 21,060

Total Episcopal Methodist. ... . ceeeanees 86,875 24,864 31,8061 271,788 3,927,295 4,229,3v
Non-Episcopal Aethodist:
Protestant Methodist..... teessrerenseeaees 2030 1,463 1,125 4,271 141,557 147,701

Congregational Mathodist....ovviiiny vanens 295 200 ... 8,000 8,000
Independent Metbodist..oo..iviiiiiiiiine 35 30 . 5,000 5,000

Free Methodist.i.o.voeeieinnnannn, [PUR 961 498 B8 2,418 16,0+ 19,030
Wogleyan Methodist..c.veeeeiiiaiiianneeens 535 250 ... veeee 16,197 16,732
Primitive Methodist.. oo vovvveneinse, 122 62 174 687 4,343 4,902
Refortied Methodisteeeeiviiiviiaiiaianenans 60 50 e L. 2000 ° 2,000

Totalbearing the name Methodist....... 40,852 27,217 33,608 219,064 4,120,496 4,443,484
Kindred Methodist Bodies :

Tnited Brethren..ooovoviiiiiiiinans ceveeeees 4,451 1,490 560 ... 204,517 208,007
Ervangelical Association...iiieieninesiae. oo 1,816 1,159 647 141,859  14..018
MOTAVIANE . tevieseirionanroneatsatosenesanann 66 k' SN 10,900 10,966
Bible Christians....oiceeivniiiiiiaiiiinanas 85 115 ... 7,700 1.815

Totai Mcthodist and kindred Methodist.. 47,470 80,082 34905 279,064 4,465,472 4,501.390

*This tern is unsatisfactory. In most cases it means church ediflces; in some,
church organizations orsocieties; in others, congregations, wnd in some circuits which
comprise several societies. Probably 50,000 societies.

+In Methodist polity these are laymen and reckoned as members in full.

$Ministers, in column 2, are added into this column, because they are communi-
cants, and not elsewherce reckoned in as with other denominations. And probation-
ers, being also communicants, are here reckoned. -

Only 2 few of the wbove are estimated—some of the smaller churches—and most of
these by officials of their own body, and almost all are official statistics for 1888,
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Prosbytorian Bodies.

Chs.orCongs.* Min. Com.
Pres. Gen., Ass...... 6643 5,789 22,071
Pres.Gen.Asgsr. Sth, 2,260 1,120 156.249
U. P.Ch. of Nth. A. 07 759 98,002
Cumberland Pres.. 2,648 1,584 151,029
Cum. Pres, (COL)...  cieee 200 15,000
Ref. Presbyterian.. 121 116 10,970
Gen.Sy.Ref.P.N.A. 47 4% 6,800
Ass. Ref.Sy.of South 12 84 7.282
WelshPresbytorian 176 84 9,663
Other bodies (est.). 200 250 20,000
Total Presby'n.... 13,033 10,042 1,198,856
Kind. Pres. Bods.:
Ref. (Dutch) Ch.... 546 555 87,015
TrucRef.D.Ch.(est.) 13 8 564
Ref. (late Gr.))Ch... 1,512 823 190,527
T'1Pr.& kin.bods. 15,104 11,428 1,476,962
Unclassified Bodies.

. Chs. Min. Com.
Chris.,Nthn & Sthn, 1,753 1,344 142,000
Christ. Union Chs.. 1,500 1,200 125,000
Congregational...... 4,404 4,284 457584
Episcopal, Protest.. 3,450 4,058 456,779
Episcopal, Ref...... k(] 87 8,000

Total Episcopal... 3,620 4,140 464729
Frieuds, Orthodox.. 600 500 72,000
Friends, Wilburite.. 100 ..... 22,000

Total Friends .... 700 500  84.000
Ger. Evan, Ch, Un... 804 618 65,000

Schwenkfelder Chs.. (] 10 850

Other bodies (est.)... ..... ... 35000
Total Unclassified 12,689 12,0906 1,374,163
Summary.

Chs,, Socs.

or Congs. Min. Com.
Advent Bodies...... 8492 1321 134577
Baptist Bodies...... 45,112 30,020 4,051,360

Lutheran Bodies....
Methodist Bodies...
Presbyterian Bodies
Unclassified Bodies.

%610 4,512 1,030,970
47,470 30,082 4,801,340
15,104 11,428 1,476,962
12,689 12,096 1.374,163

Aggregate........ 131,477 90.368 13,877,422
* in some of the above bodies congrega-

tions are reported, and 1n others church
orgamazations.
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Denomnations not using the same statis.
tical methods as those n the preceding
tables, especially in receiving and enrollng
members:

Minmisters. Parishes,

New-Church..ooevueees. 118 11
Unitarian..cocieeeoenss 490 3u2
Universalist.....coceeee 709 71

The New-Church Almanac for 1889 esti.
mates 7,028 church merabers, and, including
jsolated adherents, o total of 10,178 New.
Churchmen in America. The Universalst
Year-Book for 1859 gives an incompletestate.
ment of members, 38,780 and 41,474 families,

The Roman Catholics give the following
differing statistics for 1889 :

Sadlier's  Hoffman's
Year-Book. Yecar-Book,

7,096 8,112

744 733

3,133 2,75
1,855,204 8,157,016
Aggregates.

Chs., Pars.,
or Congs. Min.

s Evangelical™ Bodies..... 131,477 93
New-Church ., c..e0.veieenns 141 13
Unitarian.. ...’ ceceeevencnes 382 190
Universalist......ooeiennen M w0
Roman Catholic............ 10,557  79%

Priests....... reeses
Churches....venees
Chapels and st'ns..
Population.........

Populations.

Total * New-Chnrchmen ".........
Universalists, 41,474 fams. (5 each), 207,370
Unitarian, no means of estimat g.. ......
Roman Catholic (Sadlier’s est.)... 7,855,234
‘“Evangelical bodies, 8% tiumes

asmany as the enrolled members 4857097

The Evangelical churches have made 3
large relative gain for 1888 as compared
with 1886, namely. 1,744,771 members. This
shows an average of about one memberm
4.5-, inhabitants,on anestimated populatior
for 1888 of 62,300 000. The Evangelical pop-
ulation :s 77-§- per cent of the whote popula-
tion of the United States. The Roman
Catholic population is 11-J- per cent. of the
whole —(hiristian Advocate.

10.198
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Africa.—The London Missionary Society
has received word that the disturbances along
the African coast opposite Zanzibar bave not
affected their missions on Lake Tanganyika
or at Urambo. Mr. Brooks, their missionary
at Urambo, was killed as he was coming tu the
coast, but there is said to beno need of anxiety
inregard to those who remain in the interior.

Burmah.—A Burman Christian wéman of
Rangoon has promised to give a bell to the
memorial chapel to Adoniram Judson in Man-
delay.

—~The Bassein Christian Karens of Burmah
are ranning a saw mill and makiog a profit out

ofit. ZLast year they added 4,000 to theen~
dowment of their Normal and Industrial Insti.
tute

Central America.—Protestant Missions
aro found inbut two of the five republicsof
Central America, Nicaragua and Guatemals.

Ceylon.—The Editor of The Ceylon Obserter,
Colombo, during the agitation against the licens-
ing of sin in Ceylon, has spoken in that paper
with the voice of a preacher and prophet. All
honor to the editor of a commercial paper who,
on a great and momentous occasion, ip the faea
of cynicism, ridicule, and all the forces of world-
iiness, boldly rebukes sin, and champions the
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caunse of righteousness. The world would boa
brighter place {f there were more men with the
courage of the editor of The Ceylon Obscrver.
China.—The Ching-Kiang Riot, Washington,
March 21, The Department of Stateisin receipt
of farther details concerning this riot. The
trouble arouse out of the stoningof tho Sikh
policemen of the British quarter by a crowd of
boysand young men. It occurred en the
Chinese New Year, when business was practi-
cally suspended in tho town and when the streets
were thronged with idlers. Tho quiurrel of the
boys was assumed by the men, and a general
figh ensued. A Chinaman was knocked down
by the police, and the report was current that
he was killed. Immediately the enraged mob
attacked and burned the police stations The
roadnay was thronged with 20,000 rioters, who
sorged toward the United States and British
consulates.  When the situation became alarming
30 soldiers appeared upon the scene, but their
presence served only to excite the derision of the
mot. The gates of tho United Statesand British
constlates were assaunlted and the British con~
sglate burned, the Consul barely escaping with
s life by climbing over a rear fence. With
mack dilcuity the two Consuls, with their fami-
Les, effected their escape, and reached a mal
sgeamer which had arrived just in time to
evade the fury of the riotors, who were in hot
pursuit. The mob made various unsuccessful
effurts to board the vessel, but it was repulsed
ineach instance. The arrival of a brigade of
soldiers in the evening and of a British man-of-
war the following morning had the effect of re-
storing quiet.

—The Chinese press is stirring up mission-
aries to undertake medical work., The China
Medical Mussion Journal contains articles by
Dr J. 4. Keerand Rev. A W. Doathwaite, a1,
D.onthe value of medical work as an aid to
evangehzation. Commenting upon them, The
thing Urerland Aadl says: * Wo think it is
becoming more and ruore apparent to religious
norkers 1n tlns part of the world that the
masses of China cannot be reached by merely
prea  ng to them; that their best chance of
siecess 1s 10 1mitating the example of the Mas-
ter they serve, who inculcated His teachung
while going about doing good. Of course one
dues not wish to see all the missionaries turned
into sick nurses, but only that they should real-
ize that by discriminatingly helping tho nativesin
theirsufferings they can best reach their heart.™

~The severity of the winter is increasing tho
datress caused by tho famine in Shang Tung
and Manchuria It is estimated that 1,500,000
persons are starving.

~Shanghai advices to January 19. The famine
in Aohui and Kiangsu is worse. In one prov-
mee 30,000 families are starving, and alto-
gether several millions are suffering from fam-
ine cansed by drought two years In succession.

—Our Consul at Pekin reports that tho total
number of American citizens residing in China

181,022, of whom 508 are miszionaries.
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—The English nation continues to derive an
incomo of some £8,000,000 from the excessos
and raiseries of the richer part of the Chinese
peoplo ; while the poorer classes of Chineso are
creating a demand for a cheaper home-grown
opium. And so the enslavement of the entire
nation to this fatal habit appears to be inevita-
ble.

—Chinese Christians are, almost to a man,
ready to pray in public, to exhort one another
at their meetings, and to speuk for Christ to
their neighbors. Rev. Hunter Corbett bears
witness to their childlike faith in the power and
willingness of God to fulfill every promise, to
their unshaken faith in prayer, theirlove for
tho Scriptures, and their honest and faithful
cffort to live blameless lives. Not a few have
persevered in the study of the Scriptures until
they repeat entire chapters and sometimes en-
tire books, from both Testaments, and, better
yet, they are able to explaiu them.

—A narrow escape. Mr. Redfern, en route
for Han-Chung, gives in China's Millionsan ex-
citing account of a remarkable dcliveranco from
pirates, who lunded on his boat with daggers
and pistols, and began appropriating everything
of value. The only weapon Mr. Redfern used
was prayer, which proved so powerful that the
robbers returned their booty and departed
abashed, without hurtingany one. The heathen
boatmen were amazed, having fully expected
both the robbery and the murder of the mission-
aries.

England.—The British an1l Foreign Bible
Society has issued during the past year 4,208,
000 copies of Bibles, Testaments, and portions
of the Scriptures, a larger number than ever
before. The total income of the society for the
past year was £253,300. Its grand work encir-
cles tho world, preparing the way for mission-
arics and strengthening their hands,

—A Mazarin Bible brought $10,000 at a re-
cent auction salo in London.

—* Our Day ™ contains a painful article on
* Pagan Xdols of Enghish Make," showing that
‘it is not an uncommon occurrence for an
Euast Indianman, from Liverpool, just through
the Red Sea and the shadows of Sinai, to touch
at Madras and Calcutta, then lie up at Rangoon,
at each wharf landing o missionary from her
cabin, and unloading a crate of graven images
from her hold.»

—The S. P. G. has taken up missionary work
jn the Nicobar Islands—a group of islands m
the Bay of Bengal, and used as an Indian penal
scttlement. A hundred years ago the last of tho
Moravian brethren retreated, after the sacrifico
of twenty-four of their number in ninctecn
years. The object is to reach Carnicobar, a
populous island of over 8,000 inhabitants, on the
north of the group. The ficld js at present oc-
cupied by mercly one catechist—a Madras Chris-
tian—who acts under the direction of the Gov-
crnment chaplain of Port Blair. The plan adopt-
ed is to bring relays of the island children to
Port Blair, and after the stay of a few months
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in the Andaman Christian Orphanage, to return
them to their parents.

—Bible Distribution. The British and For-
cign Bible Socioty’s district secrotaries from all
parts of the country held their annual confer-
enco on Monday. There are in England 5.407
societies, auxiliaries, and branch associations,
Besides raising funds for tho soclety, these
branch orgamizations distribute copies of the
Scriptures in the localities in which they are
situated. Tho society makes no profit by the
salo of the Scriptures, us they cither give or
sell them at cost price.  To give an idea of the
extent of the work it may be mentioned that
they send away to different parts of the world
between 7,000 and £0.0 Bibles, Testame:ts, or
portions of Scripturo every working day, or five
coples every minute. The society spends £70,-
000 annually for printing Bibles in tlis comntry,
and a considorable sum in foreign countries.—
Pall Mall Gazette.

—Salvation Army. Marshall Booth, in re-
viewing his forces at Chicago, said that within
twelve years 1,000,000 men and women have
been rescued from the slums and transformed
into self-supporting, sober, Christian citizens by
its work. He is prepared to establish at once
in London ten more Rescue Homes, for 300
girls (which will enabl. the Army, by the help
of God, to rescue at least another thousand a
year), and also to establish ten food and shelter
depots, six for women and children only, and four
formen, witha capacity for 1,000 beds per night
for women, and 500 for men and 200,000 meals
per week, or at thoe rate of 547,500 beds, and
10,400,000 meals per annum. He appeals for
$75,000 to meet the expense of fitting up and
furnishing the said twenty buildings.

—The £10,000 debt of the Wesleyan Mission-
ary Society hasbeen cleared away attwo strokes,
first by & magnificent donation of £4,000 by
Henry J. Atkinson, Esq., M, P., and the re-
maining £6,000 by a family collection on Christ-
mas day last throughout the Methodist Church
in England.

India.—Bishop Thoburn writes from Cal-
cutta, Jun. 24, 1889 :

The Bengal Conference met at Allahabad, Jan.
17, and adjourned Jan, 21. The statistics showed
an increase of more than 10 per cent. in mem-
bership, and of more than 4,000in Sunday-school
attendance, One young man was admitted on
trial, and two received into frll connection.
Three were ordained deacons, and one elder.
The Conference has as yet only twenty-six
preachers on its roll, but five others were read
out as ** Missionaries in Malaysia.”* I intend, if
spared, to go down to Singapore and organizo
the Malaysia Mission in the coursc of the next
two or 'hrec months. Bishop Fowl r was at the
Confersnce during the last two days, and added
very greatly 1, the interest of the occasion. Ho
preached on Sunday, and spoke at several of the
public me~ ings wi 1 the sam: vigor and incis-
iveness which distingnish him at home. Dr.
M. V. B. Knox, of New Hampshire, was also

\
present, and was cordially greeted, and his pres.
enco highly prized.

—Twenty-threc missionaries and membery
of missionary famlies reached Bombay, De.
combor 31st, by the .4radia. Sceventeen of tho
number come to reinforco the missions of the
AL E. Church in India, Burmah and Mulagsia,
The remaining six represent soveral different
socleties, including the Disciple or Christjy,
Mission at Bilaspur, tho North Berir Mission ap
Akola, the C. M. S Mission South of Poona,
and tho Cunadian Presbyterian Mission at .
dore. Miss Dr. Baldwin and Miss Dr. Mern))
go to Bilaspur to the Disciple Mission, Miw
Sinclair and Miss Scott to Indoro. Miss Bates
casts in her lot with tho Berar Mission at Akol,,
—Bombay Guardian.

—The British Government sells {o the high.
est bidder the exclusive privilege of distillng
and selling alcoholic liquors within a certapy,
district. Tho holder of the license increases his
sales regardless of consequences or of the re.
monstrances of the better portion of the native
population, with the terrible result that that
population (almost entirely total abstainers pre.
vious to British rule in India)is becoming de
moralized and impoverished. From this infly.
ence even the native converts to Christiamty
do not escape. Statistics show that while there
weore in 1850 41 habitual and 163 occasional
drunkards among 29,000 professed Christiaps,
in 183 the number of such druukards among
80,000 Christians had increased to 250 habituals
and 274 occasionals, The increase is sajd 1o
have Leen still more rapid during the last five
years, and to be yet larger in proportion among
the non-CLristian portions of the people. Tlus
mustbeafearful counterweight to theinfluenceof
English foreign missionaries.—XN. ¥. Evangelis!.

—We learn from the I'ree Churckof Seot
laad Montlhly that there is a great movement
toward the gospelin the Santal Mission of the
Free Church. The Santal Mission, like oor
Darjeeling Mission, is mainly, if indeed not
exclusively, concerned with aboriginal peoples,
Writing from Pachamba in Novomber las,
Rev. Andrew Campbell says: *Sinco T lat
wrote to you I lhiave had the great privilege of
bapti.ing 110 persons. Wo have still many ap-
plications, and are taking them up as we find
opportunity. One special feature of the pres-
ent movement is that the people come in famie
les.—Lurch ¢f Scotland Record.

—In one .{ Lisletters from India Mr. Came,
M. P, gives a sickening account of tho opium
dens at Lucknow. In one he counted on the
flcor down stairs alone ‘117 human swin~ of
both sex.s.” There were more up stairs. He
had seen the gin palaces of East-end London on
Saturday nights, he had seen men in delirium
tremens, but ** never such horrible destruction
of God's image in tho face of manasinthe
¢ Government * opitm dens at Lucknow."

—The Buddhists, Brahinins, Confacians ard
Mohammedans, numberi- ; 700,000,000 souls,
havo had prohibition over a thousand years.
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—For the last three months of 1888, 730 bap-
tjsms wero reported from threo stations of the
Baptist Telugu Mission in India.

—More than 2,000,000 of tho youth of India
aro tu-day receiving an education in Lhe English
language.

Japan,—Dr, Henry M. Scudder, now a
missionary at hus own charges in Japan, and
well-known as a successfal pastor in San Fran-
csco, Brooklyn and Chicago, writes to the
christian Mirror in hearly support of tho
church union movement indJapan. Hois espec-
plly strong in the conviction that it originated
wJdapanamong the native Christians, Itisof
Rdigenous grovwth, and should henco not be op-
posed by those vvithout,evenin distant countries.

—The Friends. In Japaun there are forty
pissionaries under their care. dore than
216,60 were contributed for this work by Eng-
peh Friends last year. Thero aro stations in

Constantinople, Roumunia, on Mount Lebanon,
Roumelia, and Madagascar. Three stations are
wZululand, two in Iudia, and one in China.

—The fricnds ofShige Kusida, ayoung Japan-
ese woman who has been an effictent temper-
aace worker and speaker in her own country,
are planping to send her to the United Stales
to study the American temperance movement,
as a further preparation for successful work
among her people.

—One of the most hopeful indications for
the fature of Christianity is the missionary
character of the natwve Christians. They are
zalens m carrying tho gospel to their own
people, and also to Korea aud the islands de-
pendent upon Japan.

~The Soutacrn Baptist Foreign Mission
Board has decided to start a mission in the
sonthwestern part of Japan.

Java.~—Missionary work began 40years ago.
Seven socizti~. of Holland are represented by 26
missionaries, having 25 mission stations, num-
bering 12,000 native Christians. The British
and Foreign Bible Society has one agent in east
Java, and will soon send another for the west.
Not only Java, Lot the whole Dutch India, in-
cloding Java, Sumatra, Borneo and Celebes, has
a strong claim not only on Europo, but on
Canstian America for the gospel. Twenty-
seventnillions of people and only 69 Christian
missionanes to give them the glad tidings ! In
alt Malayssa, with its 35,000,000 people, there is
ouly one American missionary,

~lnthe central dist.ict of Java thero are
some 5,000 native Christians in counection with
the Netherlands Reformed Missionary Society.
For many years this field has been under tho
exclugive care of one missionary, who is sta-
toned at Poerworedjo. Recently two other
missiomaries have been sent to Poerbolingo,one
ofwhom is to bo engnged in training native
erangelists and preac-:ers. Still more recently
ajeang medical missionary has been sent out.
Hois to be supported by the Dutch Reformed
Missionary Soctety in London. An attemptis
beiog made to foxm the various churches or
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stations into o Fresbytery, presided ovor by a
Synod. Moanwhile Christianity is spreading
also in tho Djogjokarte district, and some 5,000
natives have accepted the truth.

Jows.—A movement of Prof. Delitzsch, of
Loipzig, is a wonderful step toward thc conver-
sion of the Jows. Innine of the German univer-
sities bols starting 2 movement for mission work
amonget the Jows, and already over 800 students
of the universities have enrolled themselves as
members of aspecial school for training to this
cnd.

Madagascar.—The London Miszicnary So-
ciety, with only thirty English missionarics in
Madagasear, reports the astonishing number of
828 nativo ordained ministers and 4,895 or-
dained preachers, \rith 1,000 church members
and 280,000 ‘‘edherents.”

Mexico.—An urgent plea is made by mis-
sionuries in Mexico for a college which shall be
for that country what Rubert College has been
in Turkey—a strong DProtestant influence as
well as an educational center for tho natives,
The death of Miss Rankin removes one who for
twenty years previous to 1873had been described
as *“The most prominent Protcstant power in
Mexico.” Her school prepared the way for an
agent of the Bible Society, and in 1865 Monterey
became the headquarters of Protestant missions
in Mexico. Miss Rankin anticipated the Wo-
men’s Boards, and her work was in connection
with the American and Foreign Christian
TUnlon. Thero is now & demand for a new
translation of the Spanish Bible in Mexico,
adapted to the needs of all Spanish-speaking
people. The Britisn and Foreign Bible Society
report the Scriptures translated in six fresh
languages last year, which now increases the
number of tongues in which this society pub-
lishes the Word to 300, double the number fifty
yearsago. All the great languages of the world
have thus, by the successful efforts of the mis-
sionaries, translations of the Bible.

~—The Friends in Mexico. The Friends are
the last of all the sects who might be ex-
pected to make headway among the lively
and mercurial people of Mexico. Yet,
strange as it may scem, they have accom-
plished in their missions a remarkable suc-
cess, Theys have been at work for about ten
years, chiefly in connection with the Indi-

ang Yearly Meeting. They established their
headquarters at Matamoras, where they
havea 54,000 meeting-house for the Mexican
Friends. The Ohio Yearly Meecting has a
mission at Escuandon, which is reported to
be in a prosperous condition, The Frieads
have circulated extensively three or four
periodicals in Spanish, enlightening the
Mexicansas to thewr doctrines. They have
sent these not only through Mexico, but
among the people of Guatemala, Honduras
and Nicaragua. The Mexicans receive the
Friends with much confidence. One strong
point in the success of these missions is
that the Mexican peoplo are tired of war,
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and they think the peace priuciples of the
Fricnds are preferable to the state of local
and general belligerency which has for so
long been a prominent feature of Mexican
existence.—Evangelical Christendom.

Russin.—Watcnful for opportuaities for
interference in African affairs, Russia, un-
der the guise of @ missionary movement,
will probably soon send 2 large religious
body into Abyssinin, the pcople of that coun-
try having expressed @ desire for n closer
connection with the Greck Church. This
movenent is ostensibly undertaken in com-
pliance with theexpressed wishesof theKing
ot Abyssinia, and is to be aided by v grant
of 8,000,000 rubles (about $2,400,000), when
rubles are counted at their par value, The
chief of the expedition gained an unenviable
reputation as a zealous prosclyter during
his long residence in Jerusalem, and will be
accompanicd by 40 priests and 60 monkz. A
second expedition, consisting of 2,000 young
men, will soon follow the first. This dwarfs
our missionary cuterprises. Butis it really
a missionary enterprise? That remains to
be seen.

Samoa.—The Samoans, regarding whomn
somuch interest 1s now felt, are considered
the finest race among the Polynesian Is-
lands, They are graceful, pleasing, of
good physique, and have a soft and musical
language. They have been converted to
Chrstianity and aro very moral and honest.

. On Suncday no work is permitted on shore,
nor are natives allowed, it is said, to work
on board ships in port. The sale of liquors
is absolutely prohibited. It is to be hoped
that the faith of these people in Christian
nations may not be wronged through
violation of treaties.—Jlustraled Christian
Weelkly.

Scotland.—At the Annual Meeting of tho
National Bible Socicty, held in Edinburgh Jast
month, the income wasreported as over £34,~
000, the largest ever attained.  Amidst many
proofs of the successful labors of the society, it
was mentioned at the Annual Mceting that the
native churches of Japan, for whose ben. 6t the
National Bible Sociaty of Scotland has taken a
share in translating tho Scriptures, have re-
solved to instituts a Bible Society of their own,
The Religious Tract and Book Society of Scot-
land have just issued their Annuas Report. The
work of vho colporteurs i3 referrcd to as a val-
uable agency in spreading wholesome religious
literatare to counteract the mischicvouns litera-
ture which circulates so largely to the prejudice
of the morals of the peopls. It cmploys about
200 colporteurs, and there is ample evidence in
the report that their work is mecting 2 real
want in the religious life of the country, and has
upon it the divine blessing. '

~—Scotch Laberality. The 336,000 members
of the Frec Church of Scotland must be giving
at tho rate of nearly $10 per hoad.

Turkey,— The restrictions placed upon
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the press by the Turkish Govaornment are
many and oppressivo. The new censor of the
press, appointed in November Iast, requires
of the editors of the Zorailza, the Bulga.
rian religious paper published by onr mission
at Constantinople, that duplicate copies of
all matter be placed in his hands two days
before it is given to the public. Mo they
mutilates the articles, not merely those hay.
ing a political bearing, but thoso in the re
ligious and educational departments, on the
ground that there may be a political interprets.
tion placed upon words innoceat in themselves,
Among the words which aro unifornly strickey
out are *‘union™ and ** freedom.™ In the gep.
tenco in the Sunday-school lesson, * Ratlys
union with the family of Elimelech had freed
her from idolatry," the words wo have italicized
wero stricken out. Only after representatlons
made by the American Legation wag the paper
permitted to speak of the Unifed States of
America, The absurdities of this censorskip
are junumerable.  Our brethren cennected with
thio press at Constantinoplo are entitled to our
sympathies in the annoyances to which they are
compelled to submit.—Miss. Herald.

Syria.—The annual meeting of the
Syria Mission has just been heldin
Beirut. The statistics presented we
are able to give in our Statistical De-
partment, through the courtesy of
Miss Mary Pi_.rson Eddy of Beirut,
In a note accompanying them she
says:

* Notwithstanding all the efforts made to
thwart our work you will notice in every
department  encouraging progress is re
ported, and this while the laborers are for,
and the stations feebly manuned by forcign
workers. Isnot the presswork, viewed in
the light of the promise, * My word shall not
return unto me void,’ full of hope and pro-
mise for a rich harvest in the future!»

United States.—Woman's Misston Work,
We are in receipt of the nineteenth annusl
report of the Woman's Foreign Missiorary
Socicty of the M. E, Church, North, which
makesa subswential book of 150 pages, The
summary of home work shows a total of
5,449 organizativns, with & membership of
17,178, Thereceipts for 1SS8were $208,308-
69, and the appropriations for 1880 $230,1.

—The twenty-two missionary societiesin
the United States managed by women, and
whose support comes from women, suppott
%51 missionarics, last ycar contributed
81,039,133, and since their organization
have contributed $10335,124. The fornes of
Great Britain, Continental Europe and the
United States have an annugl income of
£0,306.996 ; wau and cquip 9,550 stations;
support 5431 missionarics; have theassist.
ance of 32,015 native helpers.and miision
cliurches that number 583,97 communls
cuuts and 1,875, 635 adherents.



