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LIFE OF WILLIAM WILBERFORCE, M. {.

William Wilberforce was born at ITull on
the 24th of August, 1759, 1lis father dying
when *he was only nine years of age, he was
consigned to the care of an uncle at Wimble-
don near Liondon, under whoseroof he remained
two ycars, Ilis aunt was a pious woman and
a great admirer of the celebrated George Whit-
ficld’s preaching, and by her instrumentality,
young Wilberforce-appears for the first time to
have been taught the importance of evangeli-
cal religion.  Iis friends alarmed at the report
of his becoming carncst in this matter, had him
removed to his mother’s house in Hull, and
here he was introduced into the gay world, in
the hope of shaking off' his scrionsness.—
Though the reflection is a melanchely one, yet
it is true, that there are guardians to be found,
unworthy indeed of the name, who conceive it
to he part of their duty to train up youths in-
heriting a fortune, in the ways of fully and sin.
Mr. Wiberforce’s mother, whom we find called
““an Archbishop Tillotson Christian,” a phrase
which we suppose means a scmi-infidel, unhap-
pily gave her countenance to this course, and
had entire success crowned the conspiracy,
Britain might still kave been a participator in
the guilt of the slave trade. Let us hear Mr.
W’s own sentiments as to the conduct of his
guardiansat thistime.  The city of 1ull “was
then as gay a place as was to be found out of
London, the theatre, balls, great suppers and
card parties were the delight of the principal
fanmilics in the town.  "The usual dinner hour
was two o'clock, and at six they met at sump-
fuous suppers.  This mode of life was at first
distressing 1o g, but by degrees T acquired «

relish for it, and became as thoughtless as the
rest. As grandson to one of the principal in-
habitants, I was every where invited and ca-
ressed: my voice and love of music made me
still mare acceptable. The religious tnpres-
sions T had gained at Wimbledon continicd v
a considerable time after my returuto Hully bue
my friends spared no puins to stifle thew. |
might almost say, that no pivus pucent ever la

boured muore to impress a beluved clald withs
sentiments of picty, thanthey didtogiemic e
taste for the world and its diversions.”  Wien
he was seventecn years of age, he was sent to
onc of the Colleges in Cambridge. Ile was
now by the death of Ius grandfuther and uncle
lcft in possession of an independent fortane, and
this it appears was a great snare to him in. pur-
suing his academiczl studies, for both his tuters
aud fellow students represented to hiu the fully
of taking much concern about science ot litera-
ture—¢\What in the world,” they would say,
“should a man of yeur furtune trouble hinsety’
with fagging 7" Arguments of this sorty more
especially when cowmbined as they were in the
present instance with flattering hints, that he
was @ vouth of so much talent, that he Lad nv
need for hard study to arrive at excellence, are
as Mr. W. afterwards observed ¢ poison tv the
mind,” and the conscquence was, that heap- |
picars to have passed this precious scason, wifh
hittle improvement to himselfy @ circumstance
which he much regretted o the end of Lis lifes

Mr. Wilberforee, efure leaving College, had
resolved on being a pablic man.  Heaccording-
Iy stood candidate fur the representation in par-

linazent of the town of Hall, and thengh oppus-
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ed by influentinl rivals, he was returned by a
large majority. When Mr, W. cameto London
to attend to hic public duties as & member of
parliament, he was immediately brought into
contact with associates of a different kind from
those he had met in his native town. At the
clubs which'he frequented, he met with persons
of high standing”in the senate; influenced by
theirexample, he often joined in the pernicious
practice of” gaming, and his journal records
more than once the loss of £100. He was led
however, to forsuke this dangerous path, not
by these losses though they were not small, but
by gaining, on one occusion from persons who
were only heirs to future fortuncs, the sum of
£600, and who of course had a difficulty in rois-
ing it.

In May, 1784, Mr. Wilberforce was retuin-
cd 2 member for the county of York, an honour
which he continued to hold for ncarly thirty
years. He became the friend and associate of
Mr. Pitt, and seems to have implicitly followed
hig political views. It was in October of the
game year that he visited the continent, taking
as his travelling companion Isaac-Milner, bro-
ther to the historian. Mr. M. was a man of
cexcellent principles and talents, and to him be-
longs the credit of having prepossessed Mr.
Wis mind'in favour of the old ways of Whit-
field, taught him by his aunt, and which he-ap-
pears to have forsakzn. He recommended Dr.,
Dedridge’s Risc.and Progress of Religion, and
the twotravellers-read it together in the course
of their tour=They read also the Gresk Tes-
tament, and cxamined carefully the doctrines-
whiclivit taught. He began to keep a private’
journal of his spiritual frames, and init we find*
such entrics as the following:—¢Mrs. Crew,”
he says, “cannot believe tliat I think it wrong'
to go to the play.—(She was) surprised at hear-
ing that halting on the Sunday was my wich
and not my mother’s.”—%Began three or four
days ago to get up very carly.—In the solitude
and self~conviction of the merning, had thoughts
which I trust will conic Lo something.”

In December of the following year, he'wrote:
a letter to the well-known Mr. Newton res-
pecting the changetin his views, aud soliciting
an interview,” which was yeadily granted —and
on-coming away; Mr. W. writes that hic found
his mind “more humbled and looking more de--
voutly up to God.”  Afier this, on his return’
to the Housc of Commons in the spring of
1736, he ccased to act as a purtizan with Mr.
Pitt, though he adds, that he “was surprised
to find how gencerally we dgreed.” That great
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measure which is associated with the name of
Mr. Wilberforce, we mean the abolition of the
slave trade, now began to oceupy his attention,
It was a shocking traffiz, if indeed we may
speak of 'it in the past tense, sccing it is still
carried or. to a great extent by foreign vesscls;

it affixed a stain on the otherwisc gencrous
character of British scamen—ships bearing Bri-
tish ¢olors, and plonghing the scas under the
sanction of our righteous laws, anchored along
the shores of Africa, und recciving into their
sub-marine dungeons hundreds and thousands
of men, women and children, carried them
across the atlantic, there to be uscd as beasts
of burden in the service of West Indian plan-
ters,—very many embarked, but few landed,
death closed their eyes before the Western
sun shewed them their degradation—and of
those who did land, it was to drag out a life of
misery. It pleascd the Liord in his mercy to
raise up a standard in behalf of Africa, and
when he works who can letit. Divers indivi-
duals have claimed the honor of originating
those measures which received their consum-
mation in the abolition of the sluve trade.~—
Indeed, so tenacious is man of personal distinc-
tion, that even whena victory has been achiev-
ed, sufficient in its consequences to gratify the
hearts of every lover of humanity, men begin
to quarrel about their several shares in the hon-
or of the measure. Accordingly we find the
sons of Mr. W. claiming for their father the
honor of having first cogitated the question of
abolition in private, as well as introduced it to
parliament. Itappears, however, tosay the least,

cqually certain that others have fully as good a
title to claim the honor of priority in devising
the sbolition measure as Mr. Wilberforce.—

Mr. Clarkson, while a boy at college, had his
mird strongly turned to the wickedness of the
slave trade, when writing a theme which: treat-

ed of the wrongs of Africa, and that eminent

man when he grew up, shewed the strength of
his feelings in visiting all the ports of Britain,

from whence slave ships sailed, to collect in-

formation tending to establish both its guilt and

inexpedicncy. Lady Middleton too appears to

huve conceived the purpose of the entire aboli-

tion of the slave trade some considerable time:
before Mr. W. could have hazarded the thought

of such » measurc. Lady M. had received

many-details, while residing with her husband,

Sir Charles, in Kent, of the frightful evils of
slavery and the slave trade, from a gentleman,

Mr. Ramsay, who had resided in the West In-

dics. Lady M. rightly judged that if all these
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things were true, the information should not
be confined to her car, but the whole nation
should be made acquainted with the afrocities.
It was nccordingly, in consequence of this La-
dy’s suggestion, that Mr. Ramsuy published an
“Essay on the treatment of, and traflic in
slaves.” She went further still; her husband
was & member of parliament, and onc duy at
breakfast, addressing him by his name, she
gave vent to these memorable words: I think
you ought to bring the subject before the house,
and demand parliamentary enquiry into the na-
ture of a traffic so disgraceful to the British
character.” 'This was bringing thc matter at
once to an issue,—no doubt it was something
to have felt a deep emotion of commiseration
for the oppressed Africans, and indignation
against their oppressors, ‘The slave trade wus
a common affuir in the country, and men’s feel-
ings and views are, speaking generally, much
affected by the usages of society. We say
therefore, it was something to have scen
through the veil which usually blinds the minds
of men, and to have discerned the slave trade
to be wicked; aye, and to have wept for the
oppressed—hut it was something of a higher
nature still, to have proposed that all this wick-
cdness and all this oppression must ceasc—it
must be abolished, and that by th:c authority of
the British Parfiament, and yet this was Lady
M’s proposal.  We would say thercfore, that
in strict language, the honor of the abolition
of the slave trade belongs, under God, in the
first instance to this woman. Others had
thought and written about it before this time,
but she brought the matter to its true bearing,
when she counselled that it should no longer
exist, and pointed to the tribunal where justice
should be demanded. Sir Charles Middleton
declined his wife’s proposal. Ie said it would
be in bad hands if it was committed to him,
who had never made one speech in the house;”
but, he-added ¢that he should strenuously sup-
port any able member who would undertake it.”’
Some one suggested Mr. Wilberforce asa fit
person, both by reason of his talents and prin-
ciples, as well as his personal influcnce with
By, Pitt. Lady M. now prevailed upon her
husband to write to Mr.W. proposing the sub-
jeet, and his answer was, that “he thought
himself unequal to the task allotted to him, but
yet would not positively decline it"—thus clear-
1y proving that up to this time, Mr. W. had
not formed the design of moving the-house for
a parlinnientary cnquiry concerning the slave
trade, and that thercforc the honor of _thisbe-

longs to vthers rather than him.  Mr. W, in-
deed, says that Lady Muddleton’s application
¢ was just one of those many impulses which
were all giving to my mind the same direction.”
And his sons willing to give the go by alto-
gether to these “jmpulses” conmunicated to

Mr. W. by othér minds, says that ¢the real

cause of his engazing in the wark lay far deeper

than any such suggestions. It was the imme-

diate consequence of his altered character.”—

Now we can well understand that an “altered

character” will lead 2 man to forsake sin and

cultivate goodness, but that an altered charac-

ter should necessarily develope itself in laying

hold of one good mecasure, in preference to

others cf equal goodness, is not so easily un-

derstood, and thercfore in the absence of all

proof of a speeial revelation dictating to Mr.

W. the abolition of the slave trade as that to

which he was called, we must conclude that

Lady Middleton’s suggestion for ¢“a parliamen~

tary enquiry into the-nature of a traffic so dis-

graceful to the British character,” was the means

which God used in leading Mr. W. in that line

of duty which he wasafterwards enabled so pa-

tiently to pursue. We think therefore itwould:
have been more creditable, in the sons of Mr.

Wilberforce, in reference to their father’s me-
mory had they been less tenacious in claiming

what after all is only a worldly distinction,

namely: that Mr.W. has the entirc honor, both

of devising and carrying out the whole measure

of the abolition of the slave trade. In this

worlk there were many hands engaged, tnd.we-
think itis a more just view which Clarkson:
gives concerning the agency that accomplished:
the destruction of the slave trade in Britain,

when he says, “that there arose in many pla-
ces a spirit of general enquiry, without any
previous communications, as to the nature of
that horrible traffic.””

It was in the yecar 1738, that Mr. W. first
brought.the abolition question under tlie con-
sideration of -the House of Commuons ; and in
steadfastly persevering amid much opposition,
tedious delays, threatenings, personal oblo-
quy and danger; he manifested a character
which, it is to be lamented, is rarely found in
the world, we mean that of the chrstian
statesman. At length, however the season
when the fruits of Mr. W's labors had become
ripe, arrived. e had persevered through
good report and bad report, and now the
Lords promise, concerning the doings of the
rightcous man is_fulfilicd, «all that he docth
shall prosper,”’—the Ilouse of Commons by a
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division of' 243 to 16, and the Houez of liords
by a divison of' 100 to 51, declared, (22d 1eb-
ruary 1807,) that this wicked traflic should be
utterly abolished. In Mr. W’s journal we
find an entry, expressing his devout satisfac-
tion at this decision, «Never surely had I
more cause for gratitude than now, when car-
rying the grcat object of my life, to which a
gracious Providence directed 1wy thoughts,
twenly-siy or twenty-seven years ago, and led
my cndeavors in 1787 or 1783. O Lord let
me praise thee with my whole heart ; for never
surely was there any one so deeply indebted
as myself'; which way scever 1 look, I am
crowded wilh blessings. Ol may my grati-
tude be in some degree proportionate.”  This
was a glorious reward for his toils and anxie-
tice ; and divers of the members of the House
of Conunrng, publicly congratulated Mr. W,
on the occazion. One of them in particular,
“cutreated the young memnbers of Parliament
to let this day’s event be  lesson to them, how
much the rewards of virtue exceeded those of
atlitivn ; and then contrasted the Emperor
of the French, in all his greatness with those
of that honored individual, who would this day
lIay his Lead upon his pillow, and rcmember
that the slave trade was no more.”

In April 1797, Mr. Wilberforce published his
bouk on christianity, it was well timed, as the
writings of Paine, Voltaire and others of'the in-
lidel school, were making great havoc in leading
thousands into the gulph of infidelity, while
the Arminizn and Pelagian views of many tal-
ented Divines were scarcely less pernicious in
other quarters,  Br. Ws book was thercfore
well reccived by the friends of evangelical
truth, and in the course of six months it had
gone throngh no fewer than five cditions, It
rejoiced the heart of good Mr. Newton,—
writing to une of hig friends, Mr. Newton thus
expresses Qimself. “What a phenomenon
has Mr. WWilbelforce sent abread ! Such a
bouk by such a man, and at such a time! A
buok which must and will be read by persons
in the highcr circles, who are quite inaccessible
to us litde [Ulhs, who will neither hear what
we can say, nor read what we may write, 1
am filled with wonder and with hope, Iaccept
itasa tohen fur good ; yea as the brightest
token 1 can decern in tlis dark and perilous
day.” We have not space to enter upor the
merits of Bir. W's book in this sketch. Itis
some tiine since we perused it, but in respect
of theology, or practical godliness, it is not to
be named with such works as Boston's Four

Fold State, or Dodridge’s Rise and Progress.
Itg chief value liés 1 its being the testimnony
of one who held a high station in socicty, and
which would therefore be read by many who
otherwise would have dezpised n like testimo
ny from men in « humble waik of life. ‘Tho
late Thomas Scott speaking of the publication
of this book, said it was a noble stand for
evangelical religion ; and we believe that tho
late Leigh Richmond, ascribed to it the change
which took place in his religious sentiments.

Mr. W. appears to have had a peculiar de-
lizht in his family. He could chastise his
children when circumstances rendered it need-
ful, but he seems to have preferred the more”
gentle method of persussion. In inculeating
duty, we are told, that he constantly referred
them to the highest principles of action, The
following papers were drawn up for two of his
sons at school, and they may theretore be
viewed as containing a fair sample of his mode
of managing children. There are some par-
ents who are satisfied with communicating ge
neral principles to their clildren, leaving these
to influence their conduct, and never descend-
ing to particular precepts, Mr. W's method
may affurd some uscful hints to such parents,
and for this reason we shall make no apology
for the length of the extract :—

“ REOTHLRLY LUVE AND CONDUCT.

, to be often read over,

“ Hints for my dear
with scif-examination.

“1. Endeaver to Lear in mind, that you will be
often tempted to behave to your brother not su
well as you onght. That you may be on your guard
against all such temptations—

2, Recalleet, if you can, what the accasions are
which have most commonly led you to behave il to
vour biother, and try te heep them in your memory
by now and then thivking them over; and when such
occasions are about to oceur, whether atplay, in read-
ing or wherever else, then be doubly on your guard,
and try to lift up your heart in an ejaculation to Gad,
that you muy be cnabled to 1resist the tenptation ;
and if youdo resist it, lift up your heart again in
thanksgiving.

“3. Remember one season of temptation will al-
ways be, when you ace at play, especially where
there are sides, whether you are on the same sidz as
or not.

4. Remember ag 3s not suflicient not to be unkind
to your brother; you must be positively hind to all,
and how much more then 10 @ brother!

5. Remember you will be under a temptation to
resist *s disposition to command you. If
Cluist tells us nut 1o resent ittle outrages from any
one, (scc Matt. v. 39, 41,) how much less sheuld
you vesent his commanding you!  Though perhaps it
may be not quite right in itself, yet an clder brother
has a right to some influence from being such,  Sco
1 Per. v. 5.

6. Often reflect that you are both children of the
same father and mother; how you have knelt to-
gether in prayer; have played tagether as children,

~
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omd have sat round the same table, on o Sunda,, in
peace amd love.  Plaee the seene before yonr mimls
eye, aned recollect how happy mamma amd 1 have
been 1o seo you all around us good and happy.

*7. Youare notso lively by nuture us he is, but
b willing, Wdways to oblige him by playing at_ puoper
times, &e, though vot disposed of yourself.  No-
thing moroe occurs to me, except, and this buth mam-
mu and 1 desire to press strongly on you, to desire
yua to be v your guard against buing vut of' Lumour
on a little millery, and always to laugh at it; nothing
shows goed humour more than taking a joke without
bemg fretful or gloomy.

“May Gl bleas my dearest boy. atd cnalle Lim
to profit from the above suggestions of his most at-
frctivnate father,

W. WiLnerrorce.”

“ UROTHERLY LOVE AND CONDUCT.

“ Hints for my dear ——=, to be often looked
vver with self-examination.

* 1. Euodeavor to bear in mind, that you will be
often wempted to be not so kind to your brother
us you ought o be.  That yon may be on your guard
agamst the emptations when they do vecur

+2, Recollect if you can, what the vecasions are
which have most commonly led you to be unkind to
your brother, and keep them in your memory by now
wnd then tnnhing them over 5 and when such occa-
swuns wie wbout o veeur again, whether at play, in
reading, or wherever else, then be doubly on your
guard, and lift up  your heart in prayer to God, that
you tmay be enabled 10 vesist the temptation; and if
you have been anabled o get the betwer of'it, Lit up
your heart to God again in thanksgiving.

#3. Rememberone scason of temptation wiil always
e, when yon are at play, especially where thete are
sades, whetlier i> on your sidv oron the op-
posite side.

“4. Remember it is not cnough notto be unkind
o) . Weought to be positively kind 1o all
Lut how much more 5o to a brother!

5. Remcmber you will be tempted to command
him oo much. Guard therefore agzinst this tempt-
ation.

6. Somctimes reflect that he and you are children
of the same parents. Recollect him alitde fut child,
and how we used to kiss his neck and call him Bon.
Tecollect how you have knelt together in prayer with
mamma and me, and how, especially on a Sunday,
you have sat round the same table with us in peace
aad love.  Try to place the scenc before the eyes of
vour mind, and recollect how happy your mamma
and 1 have appeared to see you all good and happy
around us. R

+7. I will specify the timnes and circumstances in
which youought 10 be peeuliarly on your guard
against behaving improperly.  When you have done
your own business, or are not inclined to do it, be-
v.are of interrupting him in doing his.  When you
are with older companions thau yourself, bewarc of
behaving to him less kindly, or with any thing like
avrogance.  VWhen you are in the highest spivits,
having been at play, or from whatever other cause,
vou are apt to lose your selfgovernment, and to be
out of humour on having your inclination” crossed in
any way. Beware in such circumstances of being
unkind 1o him.

‘¢ May God Bless my dearest = , and cnable
him 10 profit from the above suggestions of his most
attectionate futher,

W. WiLnerronce.”

Mr. Wilberforce took & warm interest in
the- mtroduction. of christianity into India.—
The Anglo Indinn’s were opposed to this as
cndangering the British power in their domi-
mons, and the Bust Indin Company morcover
were opposed to the measure for the same
reason, ¢ A vast majority as he observes in
the House of Commons, held the same opin-
ion.”  Mr., W, knowing that the minds of the
christian public generally were sound on this
matter; exerted himself much in getting up
petitions to the Parlinment, praying for the
right of sending out Missionaries on behalf’ of
our fellow subjects in the East. Irom ex-
tracts in his Journa), it is manifest that Mr.
. entered heart and hand into this matter.
¢ Writing alinost all morning about Eust In-
dia Charter,—examinations, sharp work—ex-
treme ignorance and bigotry. We examine
daily from half past four to near cight, befure
other business,”  The object of the encmies of
Ministers may be seen from the general tenor
of their questions ; would not the natives be
afraid, “that force would ultimately be used
to establish Christianity among them 2"
% Would it be consistent with the security of
the British Empire in India, that Missionarics
should preach publicly that Mahomet is an im-
postor, or spcak in opprobious terms of the
Bralunins and their rcligious rights 7' Few
or 1o witnesses could be produced to prove the
safety of what had so rarely been attemjpted ;
whilst almost every Anglo-Indian was ready
to come forward, and swell by his separate evi-
dence, the geneial cry of dunger” In this
great guestion the evangelical churchmen and
dissenters occupied common ground. They all
felt cqually interested that a door of utterance
should be kept open in India, and Mr. W, be-
came their common friend and advocate. 1In
too felt the importance as well responsibility
of his station, and he looked up to God for
strength to be faithful.  «This East India ob-
ject,” we find him saying ¢is assuredly the
greatest that ever interested the heart of man.
Iow wonderful that a private man should have
such an influence on the temporal and eternal
happiness of millions ; literally millions on mil-
lions yet unborn.” And impressed with a
sensc of the greainess of the work committed
to him, lic utters a brief prayer, that he may be
made “ more earnest for the glory of God,and
may act more from love and gratitude to his
redeeming Lord.” The government saw it
wisc to yield to the suggestion of Mr. W. and
his friends, but the question remained vet to be
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settled in the [louse of Commons., Accord-
ingly it was taken up on the 22d June, 1318.
«’I'he appearance of the House at the begin-
ning of the evening,” we are told, ¢ was as bad
as could be, but Lord Castlercagh opencd the
subject very discrectly and judiciously !”  Mr.
Wilberforce being -fully prepared, ¢ wont
through the whole subject at length; proving
the degraded character of the «lindoo supersti-
tion ; and calinly reasoning out his own con-
clusions ; yet relicving the unavoidable prolix-
ity of such a specch, by the highest flashes of
cloquence.  “He who knows my heart,” he
said-in closing his account of Hindoo supersti-
tions “knows that I have not drawn this mel-
ancholy picture to exult over its blackness ; it
is with grief and shame I view it; mourning
sir over my own country, which for fifty years
and more has left so many millions of our fel-
low creatures in this state of misery and vice.
I am not bringing a bill of indictment against
the Indian race,—~but I have lived long enough
to learn that flatterers are not friends. I am
the true friend of this people, who am willing
to allow their present degradation, that I may
raise them to a higher level.,” Nine hundred
petitions had been presented to the House in
favor of Missionary operations in Indian—al-
luding to them, Dr. W., warns the- House
against slighting their prayer. ¢Let no man
think” he says, “that the petitions which
have loaded our table, have been produced by
a burst of momentary enthusiassm; or that
the zeal of the petitioners will be soon expend-
ed. No, sir, it will be found to be steady as
the light of heaven. While the sun and moon
continne to shine in the firmament, so long
will this object be pursucd with unabated ar-
dour, until the great work be accomplished,”
The result was, to use Mr. W's now words—
“we. carried ity about 89 to 86, beyond all
hope. I heard afterwards that many good
men had been praying for us all night. Oh
what cause for thankfulness; yet almost in-
toxicated with success.” :

Mr. W’s company about this time was much
coveted by persons of distinction. He dined
several times at the Pavillion with the Prince

Regent, whom he characterizes as -an accom-

plished gentleman.  The celebrated Madame
de Staclbeing in Britain, wasalso very desirous
of conversing with him, Mr. W. would fain

have declined an invitation todine with her, but .

her high standing in the literary world, joined
with thedesire of pleasing his friends, appear
to have influenced his mind in yielding his con~

sent. ‘Mr. W’s account of the company shews
the truth of the seriptural remark #hat poverty
is better than riches. Had he dined among a
company of plain christians, hie would doubtless
have returned rejoicing, but here we find only
expressions of regret.

“ I havo consented 'to dine with Madamo de Stacl;
I could not well do otherwise. Bowdler said much
to persuide me. Let mo try to speak plainly though
tenderly to her,  18th. Dined with Madame de Stuel
—her son and daughter, and two other forcigners,
T.ord Hurrowby, Lord and Ludy Lansdown, Sir Jas.
Mackintosh. Lord and Lady Granville Leveson
were to have dined, but Lady Spencer died that mor-
ning. Sho asked mo toname tho prity. A cheerful,
pleasant dinner.  She talking of the final canze of
creation—not utility but beauty—did not like Paley,
wrote about Rosscau at fifteen, and thought ditferently
at fifty. Evening, assembly, but I came away at
bulf-past cleven. A brillinnt assembly of rank and
talent.” ¢ The whole scene,” was his next day’s re-
flection, ¢ was intoxicating even to me. The fever
arising from it is not.yet gonc off, (half-pust8, A.M.)
though opposed by the mast serious motives and con-
siderations both last night and this morning. How
dangerous then must such scenes (literally fof dissi-
pation, dissipating the spirits, the mind, and for a
time almost'the judgment) be to young people in the
hey-day of youth, and life and spirits! Ilow unfit

{or those who are o watch unto prayer, to walk so-

berly, to be sober-minded! Something in my own
case may be fairly ascribed to natural high spirits,
and I fear, alas! and a good deul to my being unac-
customed to such scenes; yet after allowing for these
weaknesses and peculiatities, must not the sobriety
of my age, my principles, my guard, (prayer prece-
ding my entering into the enchanted ground,) be fairly
considered as abating the effect, so much us that 1
may be a fair averagesample of the cficet of such
scenes on young people in general of agreeable man-
ners, and at all popular ways and characters? T am
sure I durst not often venture into these scenes.—
Then the seasoning is so high that it would render
all quict domestic pleasures insipid.  Even poor
Paley used to say, (thoughI hope jokingly,) ¢ Who
ever talks to his wife?” This showed even in him the
d of being ft ted by social gnyety. O Lord,
cnable me to view last night’s scene in its true colors,
and shapes, and essences. I have not time to trace
out the draught. May-I remember that they and I
are accountable dying creatures, svon to appear at
the judgment-scat of Christ, and be asked whether
we avoided temptation, and endeavered 10 preserve a
frame of spirit suited to those who had to work out

their salvation with fear and trembling.”

In April 1814, Mr, Wilberforce addressed a
letier to the Emperor Alexander of Russia to
agree to a convention for the abolition of the
slave trade among all nations, It was gra-
ciously received, and the Emporor who wasa
truly christian prince, being then in Britain in-
vited him to ‘an audience, and cnarged himself
with the abolition. It apppcars, however, that

the Emperor, notwithstanding his excellent’

character and political ascendancy, was un-
able to bring the crowned hcads of .Europe
to this righteouy covenant, and it was reserved
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for Bonaparte during his brief reign, after esca-
ping from Elba, apparently to ingratiate him-
self with Britain, to proclaim a total and imme-
diate abolition of this wicked traffic. Louis
XVIIH had been unable or unwilling, during
his reign, to accomplish this object, and now
that it was eflected by Buonaparte, he was not
permitied on his restoration io revive it. It
must have been with feelings of peculiar de-
light thercfore that Mr. W, received the fol-
lowing letter from Lord Castlereagh, announ-
cing this event:—¢I have the gratification of
acquainting you,” he writes, “that the long-
desired object is accomplished, and that the
present messenger carries to Lord Liverpool
the unqualified and total abolition of the slave
trade throughout the dominions of France, 1
must beg to refer you to his Lordship for the
terms in which this has been effected; but I
feel great satisfaction in persuading myself that
as they will leave you nothing to desire on the
subjecty s0 you will trace in them the undevia-
ting and carnest endeavours of the Prince Re-
gent’s Ministers to effectuate this great object
which had been so impressively given them in
charge.” The abolition of the slave trade was
the great work of Mr. W’s parliamentary life,
and it was enough to have been the instrument
of cffecting so great and important a work.—

Ho retired from Parliament in 1825, and pas-
sed the remainder of his years in the midst of
his family and friends. Heappears to have felt
much pleasurc in reading, and in conversation
with those of his early associates who still sur-
vived. He delighted in anccdotes concerning
Pitt, Fox, Sheridan and others with whom he
had served in parliament. .He felt a peculiar
pleasure also in eiding young men of promise
who were prosccuting their studies s college,
and who, from staitened circumstances stood
in want of a kind friend. Besides giving money,
now that he had leisure, we arc told that &« he
made his house the home of one or two youths,
the expense of whose cducation he defrayed;
all their holidays were spent with him ; and
hours of his own were profusely given to train-
ing and furnishing their minds. Nor were the
poor forgotten; they were invited to join in his
family worship on the Sunday cvcning, and
sought out often in their cottages for in-
struction and relief.” % All his thoughts and
conversation now savourcd of the better world
to which he was now drawing near.” e was
taken suddenly ill while sitting at dinner, and
dicd on the 29th July, 1883, he was afterwards
interred with distinguished honours in West.
minster Abbey, where repose the dust of so
many British statesmen and warriors.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY'S FOREIGN MISSIONS.

CALCUTTA.

“Mr. Smith, having safely arrived, gives ina
communication to the Convener, his first im-
pression of the missionary institution. Itis a
call to thankfulness that he and Mrs, Smith
have been permitted to reach their destination,
and that he writes in such spirits.

LETTER FROM REV. J. SMITH,
Calcutta, 22d August, 1839.

REVEREND avD DEAR Sir,—It is fitting that
I should embrace the earliest opportunity of
announcing to you, as Convencr of Committee,
my arrival in the land whither I was sent.—
Youare aware that we left London, on the
224 of April. 'We took our departure from
the Downs on the 24th ; saw no land till the
21st of July, when the Isle of Frauce appeared
in sight ; landcd at Port Louis on the 2od ;
left it on the 24th, and arrived at Calcutta on

Bunday last. Our voyage was thus of a length
rather under than over the average, and much
more than usually pleasant. In fact we never
saw a wave ; and as the sea and the sky wore
their most pleasing aspect, so did peace and
harmony reign amongst the small party on
board the Agostina. Everything connected
with our arrival has been of 1 nature to encour-
age us to the labour to which we arc¢ called.
The first native to whom I spoke in the Bay
of Bengal, was the Captain’s Sircar, who was
aformer pupil of the Assembly’s Institution,
and who inquired with all the eagerness of a
son after Dr. Duff; and gave me most gratify-
ing accounts of some of his former school-fel-
lows. Among other things he told me of the
baptism of 2 young Brahmin, which took placc
on the preceding cvening ; the particulars of
which will, I suppose, be communicated to you
by Dr. Charles,.or by one of the missionarics,
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Mrs, Smith and myself have met with an
amount of kinduness {rom Dr, and Mrs. Chatles,
which we shall never be able to repay. We
are still living in their housc ; and feel wsmuch
at home ag if our acquaintance had been of the
standing of years.  Mr. Mciklejulin is out of
town. Wiien we airived, Mr. Bwart had
gonc to cxamine the school at Taki. 1le re-
turned on "I'ucsday cvening ; and from him
and Mr. Meedonald we received o brotherly
welcome.  If'1be not happy in the socicty of
my colleagues, it will certainly be my own
fault. 1 accompanicd them yesterduy to the
Institution ; and if first impressions arc to be
trusted, 1 ought also, by the blessing of God,
to enjoy great pleasure in taking my part in its
superintendence.  "Fhe young men seem so at-
tentive, and withal seem to have such an aflee-
tion for the missionaries, that it must be delight-
ful to teach them. o Mr, Bwart’s class Uput
some questions on the evidences of Christianity,
which were answered quite as intelligently as
they could have been by the generality of stu-
dents in Dr. Chaliners’ first class ; at lcast I
am sure, as much so as I should have been
uble to answer them when I attended that class.
1 also heard Mr. Macdonald examine a class
on the Platonic philosophy, with which they
showed themselves well conversant, and the
defects of which, as compared with the Chris-
tian philosophy, they poinied out with all the
acutcness by which the Asiatic mind sccms to
be distinguished above the Buropean. Alto-
gether, the impression made upon me by the
first sight of the Institution was of the most
fuvorable kind. Ife must have an undue dis

trust in the promises of God, who can see so
many hundreds of heathens lisicning with car-
nest atiention to the instructions of Christian
ministers, and joining with at least apparent
sincerity in the prayers which these ministers
offer for divine illumination to give efficacy to
the divinely appointed means of human teaching,
and yet not feel that such an Institution is to
bhe an cternal blessing to millions of India’s de-
araded children.  For my own part, I looked
upon it as the centre from which incalculable
wood is destined to emanate ; or rather as the
channel through which that good coming down
from heaven is destined to flow. And if the
promiscs of God do stand sure, and if his people,
both here and in our native land, be not want-
ing to their duty in fervent persevering praycer,
the blessing will descend , und India will yet be
a Christian and a happy land. O, if’ those of
my dear friends at howe who are wostinterest-
cd in missions, and most constant and fervent
in their prayers for a blessing upon missionary
labors, could but spend 2 Sabbath as I did on
the river within sight of Caleutta, they would
be ashamed of their languidness and unconcern.
It may be all very well to listen to the accounts
which missionarics send home of the degrada-
tion, and wretchedness, and brutality of heath-
ensand to make a consideiable deduction, on the

ground that men enthusinstically devoted (o
cause are apt to overrale its mportance ; but it
thosc who are in the habit of doing so coulld be
but transported to Calcutta for asingle hour,
they would undetstand, that the darker and
gloomier the picture of hezthism is, the more
it is like the original; and that when all the
darkest cojoring is laid on, the representation
fulls far short of' the horrors of the reality.

1 hope by this time Dr. Dufl’ has left Scot-
land. T expected that a pachet of letters from
him, and from varivus rclatives and friends,
should have been awaiting me at Kiligeree.
In this, and in this only, I was disappointed.
In respect to every thing clse, the reality, so
far us vet observed, has eacceded my expecta-
tions.

The baptism of the young Brahmin to wiich
Mr. Smith rcfers, is narrated at full length by
Dr. Charles. It is a deeply interesting history,
the commencement of which has been given in
a former Number. The critical event in the
poor sinner's experience has arrived. Ie is
now & member of the Church of Christ. As
such, in his peculiar circumstances, he especial-
ly claims our sympathy and prayers. The
hearty testimony which Dr. Charles bears to
Mr. Smith is very pleasing, and promises much
good.

EXTRACT LETTER FROM REV. DR. CHARLES.

Calcutta, 26th August 1539,

My Dear’Sin,—I despatched a long leiter
to you on the 17th ult,, though, from the un-
usual length of time the Calcutta mail of that
date took in reaching Bombay, and from some
accident that befel the steamer afterwards, T am
in doubt whether it has even yet been forwarded,
In it I apprised you, that a youth who had been
cducated in the General Assembly’s Institution,
—Khoilash Chunder Muukeijee by name, and o
Coolin Bramin,—was living under my roof, and
receiving instruction preparatory to baptism, 1
gave you a ¢ ctailed account of the circumstan-
ces under which he was brought to my house,
and also expressed my appreliension that lus
father and friends would have recourse to legal
measures with the view of recovering possession
of his person.  But God, who so often exceeds
our hopes, has graciously disuppointed my fevrs.
Whether it was that the fricnds of Khoilash
were at length fully persuaded that his determi-
nation to make an open profession of Christianity
could not be changed, or whether they were
overawed by the step which Mr. Ewart and 1
took in producing hin in the oftice of the Super-
intendent of Police, T cannot tell; but certam 1t
is, that they did not disturb or molest hum mn
any way, and scarcely even inquired after hun.
Ilc remained upwards of four weeks under my
roof; and [ tuok him through acoursc of instruc-
tion chicfly in the ductrines and practical hear-
ings of the Guspel,  1is progress was rapid, as
Dis heart was in the woik; anrd lns desire to bu
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ddmitted into the Christion Church became
cvery day stronger and atronger. At length
Messrs. Bwart and Macdonald, who separately
had conversationg with him, concurred with me
in the opinion, that he gave satistnetory evidence
of being a sincere belicver, and was prepared to
thake an intelligent profession of fuithin Chiist.
A wish was expressed that T should adwinister
the sacred rite; but I declined, on the ground
that it was a fit and becoming thing that the
inissionaries should baptize those whom they
were instruments in converting, and that the
time had arrived when they might do this with-
out cndangering the interests ol the Institution.
1, thercfore, proposed that, us Mr. Kwart had
baptized Mohendra, Mr., Macdonald should bap-
tize Kholush; und he, a‘ter some little hesita-
tion, consented.  The serviee took place on
Thursday week, the 15th inst., in the Jibrary of
the institution, in the presence of upwards of
two hundred natives, and a considerable number
of Europeauns, chicfly members of iny congrega-
tion. The rite was adwministered, as I have
said, by Mr. Macdonald, and I concluded with
prayer. The service was felt to be deeply in-
teresting.

I entertain not the slightest doubt of the sin-
cerity of the young convert. It is upwards of
lwo years since it first struck him that Christi-
anity came from God; und, what supplies food

or melancholy reflections, this impression was
produced on his mind through the instructions
of one of the native monitors, who has never
himself embraced the Gospel.  'The impression
scems to have left him for a time; but it after-
wards was again called up by something he
heard in the course of his attendance at the In-
stitution; and became gradually stronger, till it
took the entire possession of his soul, and de-
termined him to lcave all for Christ.

Durirg the time of his confinement in the
country he made no secret of his determination
cventually to become a Christian, whenever he
was spoken to on the subject. His friends some-
times asked him to give them some account
of Christianity; and when they observed the
warmth of fecling with which he talked of it,
they would say to him, ¢ We see you love it;
well, youmay love itin your heurt, only do not
make a public profession of 1l.” 1lis father left
110 means untried to turn himfrom his purpose.
Supposing that he wished to become a Christian,
just to be able to eat beef and drink beer and
wine, (thisis avery prevalent notion among the
1indoos,) heactually offered to supply him with
these interdicted articles of food in a room by
himeelf; if he would only lay aside his intention.
At other times he appealed to his kindly affec-
tions, which are very strong; sought to win him
over by promises of moncy, or to terrify himby
threats; and represented to him that hisadoption
of the name of Christ would bring lasting dis-
grace on all his family. But he remained firm,
withstanding insults, remonstrances, entreaties,
and menaces ; and never concealed from his

fricnds that he would vne day yicid w s i
comictions, and opcnly avow lus beiel’ m the
religion of Christ.

During the time Khotiash remained with me,
I never could observe i han the tuntest trace
of relenting or misgiving on the review ot the
decided step he hudtvhen.  1hs prevauding teel-
ing was Joy in Lasing been broughtinto cireun.-
stances in which he had the prospect of having
the wish of his Leart gratificd ; and cspecially
after he was baptized, it nught Lave truly Leen
said of’ himy “1Ic went on his way rejoicing.”
But ke was vecastonally sad when he thought of
Luing separated from his father and grandiother
(his mother is dead) amd other friends, tor he
has @ very aflectionate heart; and at such times
T used to tell himn that he was not required to
lov e them the less, but only tolove Christ more
and that Christ bad made express and mest
ubundant provision mn the Gospel for the com-
fort of all who were tried as lie was,  lle was
evidently comturted by this; and on one occa-
vion he suid tu me, 1 amn very sad somctimes
when I think of my fricads whom I love; but
then I betake mysclf to prayer, and juy comes
to my heart” This is very touching! And
what an interesting cominent on the Apostle’s
words, “De carctul for nothing, but in every
thing by prayer, &c.;+«. -and the peace of God,
which passeth zll understanding, shall keep
your hearts and mnmds through Chnst Jesus!”

Khoilash has returned to the lasutution; and
it is gratifying to observe, that the publcity of
his baptista has not in any degree, so farus I
wmn aware, impaired the attendance, It 1s also
a most gratifying circwunstance, ind one which
I thisk may be rcgarded as hopeful, that the
other lads assuciate freely with Dwarkanath,
Mohendra, and Khoilash ; and are not at all
scandahzed by their being Christians.

You will hear by the saine overland despatch
which conveys this letter, that Mr. and Mrs.
Smith have arrived in excelient health, and are
now my guests.  Your comumnttes have, I think,
heen very furtunate in securing tae services of
Mr. Smith; and I expect he will prove a valuable
accession Lo our wissivn. I may be mmstaken;
but Ithink I can sce in him the elements of
powers which, when muatured and brought out,
will gualify him for taking up the position wlich
has been occupied by Dr. Dufiie

The following note from Mr. Mackay will
be read with gratitude and joy, as intimating
bis restored health, and his unabated zezl in
the great cause from which he was compelled
for a season to withdraw.

Lxtract from a Leller of Rev. W, S, Mac-
kay to Dr. Brunton ; dated Van Diemen's
Land, 9th July 1339.
¢1 have been much pressed to remain here ¢

and if a fair prospect of uscfulness,~kind, ami-

able, .nd intclligent relations and friends,—a

climate which has already done wonders for

my recovery,—and neardy all that conld make
A2
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life pleasant, for my children could come out
to me here,~—if these were suflicient to tempt
me from Culcutta, I should never leave this
colony. But my desire to be once morcumong
the lindoos, and actively engaged in that
which I verily believe to be the most important
work now carrying on on the carth, scems to
increase every day ;—and I trost a few weeks
more will sce me on my way to Caleutta. I
had been so leng accusiomed to look on my
life as near its clusc, that T could not for some
time realize the prospect of years being added
toit. But most truly do I thank God for hav-
ing in His good providence, led me to engage
in that work and in that field, which of alll
have yet seen, I love the best

DADRAS,

Mr. Anderson writes home in good spirits.
The prospect of cfficiency in his institution,
notwithstanding what he cailed the cas’e wur,
is cheering.  Let us humbic curselves under
these tokens of the undeserved goodness of
God, and give hitn thanks, and taie courage.

Cxtract Lelter from Iice. John Anderson.
Aadras, €7tk Scpiembery 1539,

« Reviaesp axn Dean Sig,—1 love these
poor llindeos the longer I live among them,
and the more I know about them.  Theyoung
generation is ouTs, as weare very popular with
them. And the Bibie, the word of life, is the
very book that they want, to be like the young
Israclites who came up from the wilderness.—
But fer designing Brhming and other knowing
people, who poison their young minds, they
wouldread and study it gladiy with quite a
delightful simplicity.  They transkte cvery
word that they read inte Tamil or Teloogo,
under the eye of their teachers.  Our success
is a wonder to many; and 2 wonder to myself;
our little flock being as it wercin the wolf’s
mouth. God has been on ourside! On the
27th of May last, in the midst of their great
annual festival, I opencd the school in the
Cuichery, with cight or ninc schoiars.  Then,
for the first time, I saw the strength of idelatry
among 130,000 people, {rom cvery part of In-
din. Dut, instead of being dismayed, 1 was
never so fully convinced, <ihat the stone cut
without hands™ would break their idolsin pie-
ces, and scatter them to the winds. In the
midst of sceming strength they are becoming
weaker and weaier. And our method though
slaw is sure ; and will sap the very foundation
of cvery oncof their stronglolds.  Qur parent
schiool at Madms is as strong and healthy os
cver, though our numbers have not increased.
Qur total nunber is £00.

To give vou an idca ol our usual caily work,
we begin at half-past ¢ight in the mornmng, and
witha few slight intcrmissions; not_cexceeding
an iour are engaged GIE halfpast five in the
cvening, in carrying out the details of the plan

we formerly mentioned to you; and we leave
no stone unturned 1o further our grand end—
the salvation of their souls.

TIOMBAY.

The converted Parsee thus writes to the

children of his revered and beloved teacher, in
Sdinburgh, in a strain of simple and touching,
and most affcctionate earnestness, which must
commend itsclf to every heart.

Bombay 25th October, 1599.

@My Dear Axprew axo Jous,—Though {
do not keow you bodily, vet I believe 1 do
Lnow you spiritually, in our Lord, who knows
every one of us; forweare the sheep of his
own elected flock, for which he gave up him-
self to death ; so waare called one in him.—
Again, Talso know you by your beautiful pic-
tare, which your dear papa, Dr. Wilson, show-
cd me ; and by sceing which, 1{eltvery happy.
1 am fond of looking at it oftenand often, to
please myself.

1}y dear young friends, how thankful should
1 be 1o our Lord, who bronght e from dark-
ness to the cverlasting light ; and who has
showed me the only and truc way, and who
also has given me the unspeakable great gift
of his loly Spirit, to cnable me to “hold fast
that which is gocd,” « that I may not go down
to the pit,” but be saved through him that
loved us. Once I was one of the Yarsis—a
believer in the false prophet Zoroaster, and in
falsc gods ; but, what a providential God is
our God, who brought me to the General As-
sembly’s Institution, and taught me His holy
dectrines by 1is faithful ministers, and then
brought me into 1is visible church ! My dear
young fricnds, I was totally ignorant of the
English language, of the Bible, and of all the
doctrines of the Christian religion, when 1 was
admitted into the Institution by your dear pa-
pr- Buti thaunk God, that by the divine as-
sistance, I came to know my own ignorance
sooncr than others who were admitted before
me. It has been said, in the Gospel according
1o St. Matthew, xxii. 14, that “many arc call-
cd, but few are eclected ;7 suchis the case, 1
sce between me and my fellows!

My dear brethren, 1'aun at present dwelling
with your dear papa s and I am learning the-
ology and natural history with him.  We look
at the preparations of quadrupeds and birds, &c.
for the examinations in zoology. Iam begin-
ning to learn minemlogy also, with your dear
papa ; and moml philosophy from the Rev. R.
Nesbit ; and natural philosophy, algebr, and
chemistry from the Rev. Al Mitchell.

1 long much to know;, my dear brothers, how
vou arc gelling on in your studies, and what
lessons yvou are learning now.  May the Lord
bless you, and may he pour his Holy Spirit on
you ; that veu may lcarnsoon to waik after
the steps of your dcar papa ; for there is no
other duty; which God requireth of men, great-
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er than to spread his Gospel among the heathen,
and to convert und baptize them in the name
of the Wather, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Glost ; for it was commanded by our Lord,
after his resurrection from the grave: “Go
ye, therefore, and teach all nations, laptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Ioly Ghost.” Matt. xxwii.
19. . And again, “Go ye into all the world,
and preach the Gospel to every creature.”—
Mark xvi. 15, &c.  And Thope I alsoshall be
a pubhisher of’ the truth.

Your dear papa took a great deal of suffering
at the time of my baptism,—so great that he
had no leisure to go to Puna, or any where,
until four months, by winch he became very
unwell; bat, after the disturbanze was over,
he went to Puna for the recovery of his health,
and came back about 2 month aticr—and he is
pretty well now. 1is four hamais, (i. c.y pa-
lanquin bearers)) have asked baptism from him;
and he will baptize them after their trial and
instruction.  Many people come to listen to
the glad tidings of salvation on every Sunday,
at the Maratht preaching by vour dear papa.—
They also came every mornmg to read the
Bible in the Mlarathi Janguage; but, alas? still
the greater part of them have not received the
light of the Gospel. Ob, that we could car-
nestly pray for them, that they may soon be
convericd, not only outwardly, but inwardly !
Tie other smaller part, which have seen the
light, are improving very much, by themselves
and by vour dear papa: * For whosoever hath,
1o him shall be given, and he shail have morc
abundance.”  Mutt. xm. 12, The Rev. Mr
Nesbity and your dear aunt Mrs Nesbii, are
gone to the Mahabaleshwar Iulls, about two
days ago, forn change of wir, for they also
have been very ill; but now they arc getting
well, T hope.

Your dear auni, Miss A Bagne, is very well;
and she is teaching the glad things of salva-

ion to the heathen girls m the mssion-house.

Miss Rcid Iias gone to Beigaum, about a
month age, for a change of wr and I can’t men-
tion to you how she is now, for I have not -
cerved from her any letter.  Ihope she will
come back soon.  May the Lord Jesusbewith
her, and may He be her physician

The Rev. Mr. Mitchellis quite well, and
getting on with his Marathi study very well.

My companion, Dhunjeebhoy Nowrejec;who
also was baptized by your dear papa, five days
before g, 1s getung on very well with his
studics; and he sends lus knd regards to you
both. lcandI long tosce you very wuch,
my dear young fricads; butit s not in our
power to do so. I Ged pleasg, we shall very
soon sce cach other.

T hope you will pmy to the Lord Gad, wha
is the ©Alpha and Omega, the beginning and
the cad,” for cvery onc ol us; that wemay soon
be prepared for the great uscfulness.  May
the Lowi bless you in all your good instruc

tion. Give my kind regards to Miss Bayue,
aund all your friends, end accept the sameto
voursclves.—Belicve me, &c.

1lormazpign: PESTONIER.

Continuation of Mr Neshit's Journal.

Belgaum, 224 to 31st December.—T ad-
dressed considerable assemblies of the natives
in the Mission (London) English School-room
on the two Sabbaths I continued in Belgaun:.
All my hearers conducted themsclves with a
marked propriety; and appeared to listen to
what was said to them with interest and plea-
sure. The teachers and children of the schools
answered very readily, and with great cotrect-
ness, the questions I put to them. 1 visited
the Poor’s Asylum; and had much pleasure in
addressing a few of its wretcled mates in
their native lnguage, Marathi. T catechized
at the same time tour African boys; and enjoyed
the satisfaction of conversing with two of the
old native convertsof the MMission, Solomon
and Jonas. At Shapar, and in Belgaum, I had
the pleasure of seeing, and comersing with,
others of the converts.  The natives generally
1 took onc or two opportunities of uddressing
on their own ground.

I spen? some hours in the examination of the
Mission English School, and was well pleased
withtheresult.  Owing to great military clan-
aes afiecting the station, the school appcared to
me under a disadvantage,  Still it bore 2 gootd
testimony to the carcful superintendence of the
Alissionaries, and the diligence of the native
teacher ; and showed that their labours had not
beeninvain.  Thenative teacher just mention-
cd is a superior young man.  Heis by birtha
Iindu ; but from cducation, possesses bath ea-
larzed views and refincd feeling.  He is teach-
ing his wifeto read and writ2 her own langunge,
and desires to pos<ess in lier 2 companion suited
Lo himself in inteihrence, taste, and affection.

1 preached twice in Buglich during iy stay in

Jelgaun < on the firc oeeasion, in administer-
ing brotism to the child of a member of the
Clurch of Scotland 3 andl in tie second, in con-
dusiing thensual Sabbath evening servicein the
Mission Cimpel.—\With the Missionarics and
othier Christian iricnds, I enjoyc:d several Meet-
ings for reading the Scriptures; conversation
and praycr.

Dadi, 1st Janvary, 1559.—1 spoke to the
people o this village for two or three hours.
All of them, except the more retired portion,
had sufficient knowledge of Maratli o profit by
what Isaid. I endeavoured to impress upon
them 2 sense of their sinfulness, and of the ne-
cessity of abeticr righteousuess than thoir own.
1 then explained tothem the dostrinc of theTrin-
jtx, and the parts which the three Persons re-
speetively transzet in the work of redemplion.
1 had aftenwardsoccasion to makesoine remarks
on thecharcteramnd conduct of'onc of their gods,
Shiva.  These excited great interesty and ap-
pearcd to be highly relisiied by a part of iy au-
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dience. Being requested to visit the market-
place, I went, preceded and foil»wed by a long
train of attendants, and sat down in the front
of a shop. A man wasthen appointed to speak
with me ; and our conversation precceded as
{ollows.

JMissionary. Tlowis sin to be removed?
Lrakman, By rightcousness.—L 1ow are
vou to get that rightcousness? 1. By wor-
chipping God.—.AL By pure or impure wor-
ship? “B. By purc.~M. Is your worship
pure, or mnpurc? I3 Ours is impure. AL
1fow, then, are you to get rightcousness? B,
By trying again and worshipping in purity.—i1/%
Afterall your trials, doyou not think some
impurity or other will mingle with your woship?
3. 1t is very prebable : the mind is extremely
fickle.—AL Itis said in our Scriptuies that
God has provided a pure and perfect righteous-
ness for men, which Ile gives freely to all
that ask it.  The great word with your God is,
No : the great word with our God is, Receive.
Our Ged invites all incn unto lim, and says,
Receive ye iny Son’s 1ighteouncss io remove
vour muilt, and my Spirit’s influences to yuri'y
vour heart. B, Why do yon say, vour God,
and our God, ? have we not ull the same God ?
—J. the same God made us all; bat ye have
forsaken Him, and worship and serve another.
The God who sent Iis Son to makeatorcment
for sin, is the only true God.  You must scck
righteousness and holiness from him.  B. Such

is the method you propose. But what proof
do you give of its coming from God? AL Tt
glorifies God, wnd it is oxactly suited to man.—
(The conzrast between the Christian and the
11incu schemes of salvation, in this respect, is
Jiere pointed out, and illustrated at length.)—
Oller Brakmans. We wish vou would tell
us abont Shiva again. I did so, and observed
that the exclusive worshippers of Shivaappear-
ed hurt by my remarks, while the rest of the
ussembly enjoved them exceedingly. I then
passcd on to remark on the chamcter and con-
duct of Vishnu ; when the countenances of
1he Skaivans brgan to brighten, and to beamn
with great seli-complacency  on all around
them. I had not proceeded far when one of
the company remarked : ¥ Aye, they mnst all
give way. Jesus Christ is the only trie God,
and Him we must worship and serve.  That
is the upshot of the whele.™

"I have now na doubt that the request of the
ajority of my heavers, that I would visit the
market place, originated simply in the desiro
of the sceing the Shaivas mortified and put to
shame.

Selapur, st and 21 January.—J. arrived
fiere on the evening of the Ist; and waswaited
upon by some of ¢he principal men connccted
with the village. 1 reasoned with them on the
folly and sin of idelatry, and explaincd to them
the Gospel plan of salvation. Qn the ed 1
went and sat down in the market-plce, and
was seon surrounded with a numbér of people.

1 particularly explained to them the “U'en Com-
mandments, and shewed them how they had
broken every one of them. I then endeavored
to convince them of the inadequacy of all
their cfforts for the removal of their sins; and
pointed out to them the work of God in the
mission of His Son, and the salvation of sinnecrs
through Ilim. Ilaving never heard such things
before, they listened with ready curiosity; and
some of those of the lower orders sut gaping
with intense interest. I afterwards repaired to
a part of the villuge occupied by the Brahmans.
I found three of them seated in the verandah
of 2 house in all the dignified quictude of their
order.  When Tapproached them, they neither
moved, nor spoke, norlooked as if conscious of
my presence. I sat down by them unbidden ;
and began to speak with one of them. e re-
ferred me to another, who scemed determined
to say as little as pessible. As I went on
speaking, however, he became more free ; and,
when several anditors had assembled in frond
of the verandab, and began to ask for bouks,
he caught the generwi feeling, and pleaded
with interest fora share of the good things
that were going.

In the afternoon I proceeded on my journey,
and being overtaken by night-fall, I was obli-
ged to seek for guides. These the Parwari
fraternity of a village arc appointed to furnish,
but they do so with extreme unwillingness.
Longand various zre their delays; and with
the view of depositing the traveller in the near-
est possible village, and thus getting rid of him,
they often lead him far out of his way. Their
Iving excusesin the meastime are endless.—
Pity or gencrosity they appear to have none.
The love of rest and quiet scems to be the
ruling feeling of their nature, which even the
love of money cannot overcome. Under for-
mer govermnents, the infliction of bodily pain
was the cure for all these evils; and, while it
served 2 temporary purpose, no regret was
felt that it wasalso, ina great measure, the
cause of them.  Itis thusthat evil is perpetu-
ated, and confirmed, and increased, in a com-
munity destitute of iriie religion. The direct
power of christianity in England, is felt only
by a few ; but its indircct influence is felt by
the nationat large; aud it is interesting to
observe whata vast diffiererice there is between
the irreligious part of the population of Eng-
land, and the gencral population of India.

The presence of guides often affords an ex
cellent oppostunity of conveying religious
knowledge. The circumstances in which it is
given arc most favorable both to i~ being well
received and long remembered. I have often
taken advantage of this opportunity, and did
so with two scts of guides on the present. oc-
casion. Icharged them at the same time to
communicate what they had heard to their
neighbors and relations.

In one of the villages I felt thirsty; and ask-
cd alittle waicr of a Parwari woman. She
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was overwhelmed with wonder and shame at
the strange request ; and pointed out to ma
another part of the village, the inhabitants of
which might be worthy to give me to drink.—
¢-1fow should I, said she, “who am a Parwari
woman, give drinkto you?’ Itold her I did

not regard the distinctions made by the Brah-
mins, ‘and counted her well worthy to perform
the service I required ; but no arguinent or en-
treaty could prevail with her to grant my re-
quest. I reached my quaiters about nine
o'clock.

‘PHE PRIVILEGES OF CHRISTIANS, BEING THE SUBSTANCE OF A LECTURE ON
THE 23d PSALAIL

This Psalm, which was penned by David,
gives us in the simplicity of the sentiments
which it contains, a finc specimen of that peace
of mind which those who have put their trust
in God, cnjoy amid the troutles and afflictions
of this world. In this portion of Iloly Writ,
the carc of God in providing for all the wants
of his people, is stated with a peculiar beauty
as well as plainness. The Psalmist deces not
here expatiate, as he often does, on the divine
majesty and power, with the view of teaching
us, that the church must needs be secure
against all evil.  Ie rather attempts by means
of the most simple but affecting imagery; and
by exhibiting God's care towards himself asan
individual, to win our hearts also—to put our
trust in that God, in whom he testifies one may
so safely confide and calmly repose.

Before illustrating the full import of this di-
vine song, it may be proper first to state at
large, the two metaphors which are here em-
ployed for the purpose of representing the care
which God takes of his people. The former of
these is founded on the care which a shepherd
tekes of his sheep. & The Lord is my Shep-
Lerd® It may be observed, however, that we
can hardly, in the present state of society,
where the care of flocks is esteemed 2 mean
cmployment, perceive the whole expressive-
ness and beauty of the metaphor. The man-
ners of the Israclites of old were different from
ours. With them a shepherd was a most Lon-
erable employment. The Patriarchs had been
all shepherds—their prophets and princes were
cngaged in this occupation, and the royal
Psalmist who penned this song, and who sat
upon the throne, was taken from the same
class of men. In such a state of society they
were better fitted than we are to appreciate the
full amount of the statement which the Psalm-

ist makes, when he says « The Lord is my
Shepherd.” It is casy, however, to gather
from this psalm what were the duties of a good
shephierd: he takes care that his sheep do not
want, cither in respect of comfort or protection.
Ilc leads them not to those dry pluces where
there is scarce so much of the green blade as
will preserve them inlife. He leads them m-
ther to those rich and flowery meadows, where
having eaten of the tender grass, they may lic
down in peace. And not only does the good
shepherd take care that lus sheep have abund-
ance of food, but he provides carefully for their
comfort. Ile leads them along the margin of
streams where they may be refreshed amid the
heat of summner by the coolness of the waters.
IIc takes care also, not to lead them to those
vlaces where the stream foams and Is agitated
by the rocks, which oppose it in its progress—
but he leads them to calm pools, where the wa-
ters are always unrufiled, and where they may
drink at their leisure in safety and in peace.
The good shepherd has a tender care of his
sheep, for should any of them in its wayward-
ness happen to wander, he follows it; he brings
it back, carrying it in his bosom, and having
put it again into the flock, he leads them aud
guides them in straight and proper paths, be-
cause he is a tender and faithful shepherd. Ile
protects his sheep also amidst the greatest dan-
gers. For should they atany time have to cross
some dark and dismal pass, where there arc
beasts of prey ready todevour them, and where
they are in danger of falling over the gloomy
precipices, and being dashed against the rocks;
still even here they are safe, and so simple and
implicit is their confidence in the protection
of their shepherd, that they will walk forward
amid darkness and danger, dirccted by his rod,
and defended by his staff; until they ascend to
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the other side of the valley, and be conducted
to pluins of greater beauty, and to pastures of
greater luxuriance, and to streams of greater
stillness and clearness, than thosc which they
left behind.

But the Psalmist employs another figure to
express to us the extent of his spiritual bless-
ings. Henot only says thut the Lord is bis
Shepherd, but he says, morcover, that he treats
him as a kind friend does the guest whom he
wishes to entertain. e provides for him =
generous banguet—and, although there arc ene-
mics at hand, still his friend is beside the ta-
ble he has spread.  ITe is jealous for the safety
of the guest whom he entertains. 1Ilis ene-
mies therefore dare not trouble him, and so the
Psalmist sits down to the feast, and cats out
of the abundance of his Lord’s hospitality with
none to disturb him or make him afraid.

But the Lord is not only likened to one who
providesa repast for his friend,and keeps watch
over him while he is under his roof;, but he is
so pleased with the gucst he entertains, that
he wishes to honor him and treat him with the
greatest Jiberality. He accordingly brings forth
the most precious ointment and he pours it up-
on his head, and he fills up his wine cup until
it overflows. And so anticipating the per-
maneace, yea the cverlasting duration of all
this bliss, he says: & Surely goodness and mer-
¢y skall follow me all the days of ny life, and
Ishall dicell tn the Louse of the Lord for ever.”

Such is the testimony given by the Psalmist
to God's faithfulness and kindness towards
him, and the confidence of his enjoying glory
hereafier.

The language of this Psaln, I need hardly
say, refers to spiritual blessings. It is most
true indeed, that God’s care in providing food
and raiment for his people, while in this world,
may with truth be compared to a shepherd’s
care of his sheep, or to a friecnd’s kindness to
his guest.  But this application of the Psalm
does not exhaust all the blessings to which the
P:almist refers. It has a reference to blessings
of a higher kind—even to these which concern
man as a being destined to ‘ivein another world;
as the Psalmist testifies that death which re-
moves from the enjoyments of the present life
shall bring no cvil to him—vea, shall add to his
happiness by ushering him into the glory of
God’s house in heaven.

But this portion of scripture is not confincd
to thre case of the Psalmist. It forms part of
the inspired volume, whose blessings are the
common property of believers in every genera-

tion and age. It may not therefore be unpro-
fitable to illustrate this Psalm in.its application
to the privileges enjoyed by christians in the
present age. And I remark that God is the
shepherd and friend of his peopic—because he
takes care to provide the means of grace to fit
them for his fold in heaven, and defends them
from danger while in the way.

He has given them for this end therecord of’
his will, disclosing the mystery of redemption
which had been hid from ages and gencrations,
sc that they may read in their own language
the manifold wisdom of God. By mezns of
the scriptures they have freedem in their hou-
ses to meditate on God’s wotks of mercy—and
ina land of peace, with none to disturb them,
they can by faith appropriate every promisc
which the scriptures contain. Through the
pure medivm of God's word, they hold con-
verse with himself;, and grow in that wisdom
which makes wise unto salvation. This there-
fore, is a large provision for their spiritual
wants—yea, 1t is sufficient of itself 1o guide
them on the way of life.

The servants off God accordingly in all ages
have setaliigh value on the written word: “Ol,
how I love thy law,” says one of them. «Itis
my meditation all the day.” Andagain, It is
aore to be desived than gold ; yeay, than much
Jine gold—sweeter also than honey and the ho-
ney comd.”  Such is the manner in which the
ancients appreciated the blessing of God’s writ-
ten word,—and itis to be feared that we in
modern times, from our familiarity with tlns

blessing, are forgetful of its value—but it ought

not so to ke.  The possession of the lively or-
acles of God—the access which we thus have
to the standards of all wisdom and truth—the
capacity they impart of enabling us sinners to
be conformed to the image of God—and be-
holding there, as in a glass, his glory fitting us
for his service now and hercafter. Al these
things give a value to the scriptures, to which
no zarthly blessing can be compared.  Surely
then, my friends, when we contemplate so gra-
cious o privilege; and when we look to the
whole amount of blessedness which the pray-
crful reading of the scriptures and meditation
thercon confers, and is still more abundartly
to confer hereafter—we shall confess that truly
in secking out such rich spiritual food, from
which we may cat to the full, the. Lord has
dealt with usasa good shepherd, who causes
his sheep to lic down in green pastures.

But I would remark i the sccond place,
that God has not only provided for our spurituzl
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nourishment by giving us his written word—
but he has given us the public ordinances of
his sanctuary.

Itisa possible thing that that Ioly Book,
filled though it is, with the treasures of divine
wisdow, might by many be allowed to remain
unopened and unread, and as it could not lift
up a voice to warn them, that they were ne-
glecting their best interests, so they should re-
main in a state of spiritual apathy, even while
they had beside them this precious remem-
brancer of God and Eternity.

"o prevent then so.dangerous a state as this
—to supply the defect which arosc from the
silence of the written word, sccing that unless
it was consulted, it gave no warning or conso-
lation, the Lord has set apart his ministers,
and hath commanded them to publish alond the
truths of his salvation. He has appointed them
Sabbath after Sabbath, to lay open the whole
counsel of his will, and to persevere through
good report and bad reporty in publishing the
glorious gospel.  The institution of this min-
istry is another blessing therefore, which the
Lord has bestowed upon the people of our
land. Ttis sucha blessing as is second only
to the gift of his written word——for by this in-
stitution we have the truths of Ged, which
possess in themselves, an excellent glory and
power plainly declared, “line upon line and
precept upon precept’—ihat so they may enter
into our cars and sink into our hearts and influ-
ence our affections.

The inctitution of the ministry of the gos-
pel by the agency of man, possessing like sym-
pathies with their brethren, is most certainly a
blessing which cannot be too highly prized or
too gratefully acknowledged. That we may
cstimate the greatness of the privilege of pos-
sessing the faithful ministration of the gospel,
it would be necessary for us to look into those
regions in which no such institution is known,
and when in such lands we see the darkness
deep as that which settled over the land of
Egypt, and universal as that which enshrouds
the valley of the shadow of death—we shall
be in a condition to appreciate the value of the
privilege,—a privilege to which we had nobet-
ter claim than the nations who do not possess
it,—and which thercfore is to be ascribed to
the undeserved mercy of God.

Say then, my fricnds, ye who have long sat
in God’s sanctuary, and had your souls re-
freshed by drinking of the waters of life, if it
is not even so that the Lord has acted towards
you the part of a shepherd who causcs his

sheep to lie down in green pastures and leads
them by the still waters.”

But Tremark in the thicd pluce, that God
has gone on to magnify his grace to us by griv-
ing us another ordinance for our spiritual cdifi-
cation. Itis a possible thing that those who
were appointed to minister the gospel, might
fail to speak of it in all its richness and fulness.

Iuman speech is an imperfect medium to
convey adequate impressions of spiritual things,
and in particular of the work of man’s redemp-
tion by the death of Christ upon the cross.

The importance of this doctrine might have
been shaded away—its reality and truth might
not have been always attended to, if announced
simply in the form of an oral testimony,

1t might be also that although we heard the
glorious tidings of God’s mercy proclaimed to
us, through the sufferings of Christ, we might
net appropriate the ofier of that mercy,—~and
might give only a careless assent to the words
of Christ’s ministers telling us that he had
made o perfect satisfaction to the justice of
God on our behalt; as if they spake of a trath
which concerned mankind generally, but which
referred not to us as individuals.

The Lord has accordingly appointed palpa-
ble symbols to represent the broken body and
the blood of Christ, so that the wondrous truth
that the body of Jesus the Son of God, was
broken on the cross by the nails which pierced
his hands and his fect—and by the spear which
was thrust into his side, and that his blood
was shed, and he dicd 2 sacrifice on the cross
in the room of sinners. And he has appointed
also, that these symbols should be taken by ug
into our hands—and he has appointed us to cat
the symbolic bread, and to drink the symbelic
wine, so that we might appropriate to oursclves
“ihe Saviour of lhe World” as our Saviour
—that we might spiritually feed upon him, and
so have peace in believing, cven that peace
whick the world cannot give and cannot tuke
away.

And in addition to these cutward ordinances
which God has given us, he has provided the
Ioly Spirit who has taken upon himself the
great work of quickening his people, and mak-
ing these ordinances effectual to their deliver-
ance from sin and progress in holiness—so that
whether it is his word which is rcad in their
closcts—or the word preached in the sanctuary
—or the memorials of Christ’s broken body
and shed blood which are sct forth at his table,
the spirit of all grace is present with them, to
render them efficacious for their cdification and
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growth in grace.  And when the christian
morcover remembers that he possesses these
blessings in a world that is in rebellion ngainst
God, and cnjoys security though o thousand
cncmies are ever ready to break into the fold,
not sparing the flock—he will enter into the
meaning of the Psalmist, when speaking of
these things, he says: ¢ thow preparest « tuble
before me in the presence of mine enemics ;
thow anointest my head with oil ; my cup run-
ucth over.”

But I remark, inthe fourth place, that the
Psalmist tcaches us that the Lord dves not
leave his servants when removed from the bene-
fit of the ordinances of his appoiniment, they
reach the gloomy valley which separates the
world that is seen from that which is unseen
— 1 Land of durkness like darkness itself;
and of the shadow of death without any order,
and where the light is darkness” It is true
that none of us have experienced that the Lord
can support us in this region—for none of us
have yet passed through it—the valley of the
shadow of death still lics before us—with a
dark cloud resting over it. No appeal there-
fore, can be made to the believer’s experience
that the Loxd is a faithful shepherd in conduct-
ing through it. But then from the cxpericnce
of God’s care of his people in the past, they
confide in him for the future. Has God then
at first called his people out of darkness. Has
Lic instructed them by means of his word and
the ordinances of his house.—And has he deli-
vered them from many temptations and trou-
bles. Arc they conscious of having enjoyed
the protection of the shepherd of Israel during
all the time that they have been upon the earth,
andisittruc that whomhe loves hic lovesunto the
cnd 2 Andare they afraid his power should fail
or his love wax cold at that hour when their dis-
tress excites his compassion, and their helpless-
ness needs the support of hisarm. It cannot be
so. ‘The fuith of believers confirmed by the ex-
perience of numerous past deliverances and
mercies,and clinging to the faithful promises of
God remains unmoved in the midst of death—ev-
cnas the fect of the priests of Istacl of old, stood
unmoved in the midst of Jordan—and they view
death not in the manner the ancient Heathen
viewed it, asthe entrance into regions of weep-
ing and unmitigated sorrow. But they see it
only asa dark valley stretching in gloomy gran-
deur along the horizon of visible things—and
they say with the Psalmist ¢ Though Iwalk
through the valley of the shadow of deatl I will
fear no cril for thow art with me, thy rod and

thy staff” they comfort me;"—%thou wilt shew
me the patl of life, in thy presence is fulness of'
Joy, at thy right hand there are are pleasures
Jor ceermore.”

Such then, my [riends, are the blessings which
belong to believers, even to those who learn to
forsake their sins and receive Christ as their
Saviour and Lord. But then itis to beremem-
bered that all men do not partake of these bless-
ings, for there arc many who live unmindful of
the great salvation. It were well, therefore, that
the privileges which the pen of the sweet singer
of Isracl has so simply described in this divine
song, might awaken such to a duc estimation
of their value. In this song we are not called
upon to give heed to any deep argumentation,
demonstrating that it must be well with those
who have turned unto the Lord, and arc walk-
ing in his fear and love. It is not a process of
reasoning which is here employed to carry our
convictions, by proving that under the govern-
ment of God, it must be well with the rightcous:
Itis a more intcresting argumont, 1t is the
utterance of o grateful soul, testifying with all
sincerity, its sense of thc mercy and kindness
of its God and Saviour. The Psalmist would
wish to excite within us a holy emulation to
seek after the same God—for here to use his
own words, “he makes his boast in the Lord
that kumble souls hearing thereof may be glad.”

« Choose ye this day whom ye will serve,” he
seems to say to us, “butas for meand my
house, wewill serve the Lord.”  He praises God

that others may join in his song of praise. Like

& faithful servant he brings to us a good report
of his Master's house—bringing before us
nothing but the liveliest images of peace secu-
rity and joy. And when he tells us that God
acts towards him the part of a tender shepherd
und bountiful friend—that “the valley of the
shadow of death,™ so terrible to others brings
no terrors to him—that futurity, which fills
other men with fear, is contemplated by him
with a confidence which rejoices in the antici-
pation of fresh manifestations of the divine
goodness and mercy, and that the « House of
many mansions” which Christ has prepared for
his people, is to be his sure dwelling_ place for
cver.  Surely my friends, such a view of the
Psalmist’'s happy condition should incite all ol
us to scck carnestly that his God may be our
God—that we may thereby be begotten to the
same experience and lively hope that “surely
goodness and mercy shall follow us all the days
of our lives, und our dwelling placc shall be
in the House of God for cver."—Amen. . R,
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TUE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

The proceedings of the General As -cmbly
of the present year have been so interesting
and important, that we would willingly have
devoted a larger portion of our work to the
speeches delivered by the learned members,were
it not that other topics require 2 measure of
our attention, and hence a selection is all we
can afford. The most important cases before
the House were those regarding the spiritual
independence of the Church, and the non-intru-
sion of ministers upon congregations—and the
result of the deliberations on these cases, which
we gave in our last number, must be satisfac-
tory to every well-wisher of the Church of
Scotland. We augur good from these agita-
tions, and we only hope, that those who have
been instrumental in rousing the attention of
the community to the rights of the christian
people, will yet be privileged to see the fruit
of their labors, in the eradication of the evils
of patronage—that so peace and prosperity
may return to the Zion of our fathers.

The non-intrusion report having been read—

D:. Cuaruersrose, and after a few prelimi-
nary observations, which were inaudible, said
—There are two separate questions before us,
cach of themn resting on distinct grounds ot
their own, but which are so linked together in
the present controversy, as to mystify the judg-
ments of men, both as regards the one and
the other—the one question regarding the spi-
ritual independence of the Church, and the
other regarding the question of non-intrusion.
‘When one of these questions arose, it was not
at all mingled with the other. The Veto Law,
in 1834, was caused by what I should call a
narrow wajority of thirty or forty in a numer-
ous Assembly of three hundred. The interdict
of the Court of Session on the ecclesiastical
procedure of the Presbytery of Dunkeld in
1838 was resisted by a numerously attended,
and an all but unanimous Comnussion. This
shows the different sentiments of the Church
in reference to these different questions. Since
then the two questions have become so mised
with each other, and the dispositions of par-
ties bringing them together to coalesce, has
had such time to operate, that the two have
become merged and identified together in the
view of many, though the peculiar merits of
each ought ever to stand apart. But I do not
say that the gregarious principle in all, or even
the greater number of instances, has been pro-

ductive of evil effects. Iam thankful that the
recent mnjorities in Commissions, in their votes
asserting and vindicating the legislative autho-
rity of the Church—1I am thankful that these
were so large; and Iam thankful also for the
small minority of clergymen who subscribed a
declaration, charged, as I think, with piinci-
ples which, if carried into effect, would lay our
ecclesiastical domain open to every inroad
which to the Court of Session or the Iouse of
Lords might seem good. I am thankful that
that majority was so comparatively small. Still
it will be expedient, in this instance, not to
blind or bewilder the mird of the Church, or
to obliterate her discrimination between things
that differ—Detween the open question, which
may be resolved in various ways, and the vital
question, which can never be relinquished, or
by one iota receded from. On the one hand,
there are wany sturdy non-intrusionists who
have no invincible partality for the Veto Act;
and on the other, there are many stanch anti-
vetoists to whom the very sound of the word
is loathsome—who would respond with a'\i
their hearts to our question of the Church’s
spiritual independence; and when we affirm
that, Established Church though we are, the
civil courts can intermit with nothing, but with
only the temporalities of the Establishment,
they sha.., I confidently believe, in the gene-
ral ery and watchword of this Assembly, that
there s a line of demarcation between the ci-
vil and the ecclesiastical power—th= one deal-
ing with spiritual things, the other in temporal;
and that here we have a safe and well-defined
principle, which admits of being clearly stated,
and with regard to which, I trust it will be
found that the general voice of this Assembly
will be, even to the last syllable of affirmation,
no surrender—no retraction. Here you will
observe, that, in claiming the full amount of
the independence of the Church, it may be ad-
mitted on all hands, even by our most strenu-
ous adversaries, that the civil courts have noth-
ing to do with ecclesiastical business except
with the temporalities; and, under the guise of
that generalily, they may take a pleaand a pre-
text for the grossest invasion of the preroga-
tives and powers which inherently belong to
the Christian Church, and which by the act of
consenling to become, or to continue, a na-
tional establishment, we never have, and I
trust we never will, abandon. Suppose that
an individual enjoyed an annuity 3s a lucrative
office—-on the ground that he should be 8 mem-
ber of our Church—for we are not responsible
for what is done by the pol\zvers ab extra~the
{1
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holder of such an annuity would have a civil
and patrimonial interest, which hinged on the
question, whether we would admit or not ad-
mit him to the table of the Lord? Who does
not see, that though this is clearly a temporal
question, yet it would be an overstepping of
their proper domain, on the part of any secu-
lar judicature, to attempt to overbear our judg-
ment, or to visit us with pains and penaltics
because we came to an adverse decision, In
like manner, to take a supposition nearer to
the question at issuc, the Church never gave
up the command w hich she hud from the first
over her office-bearers, because they were ta-
Iien into the service of the State, and in return
for the endowments conferred upon them, she
undertook, through these office-bearers, to
deal out through ali her districts and purishes
the lessons of religious education among all the
families of the land. The State did not, in
conferring these temporal good things upon
our functionaries, arm anfl invest them with
the privilege of the right of resisting that ec-
clesiastical authority from which their ecclesi-
astical status derives its very continuance and
being. As the Church admits or discontinues in
its communion on its own principles, and what-
ever immunitics may be conferred on that pri-
vilege ab exira, it will continuc to manage that
business on the same principlesas it did before;
so the Church will admit or discontinue its of-
fice-bearers on its own principles; und what-
ever femporalities may be conferred on them
ab extra, she will continue to manage her bu-
singss of admitting or excluding them on the
‘same principles as she did before. VWhatever
be the circumstances, in which we are placed,
we can.never be entitled to vemit that lawful
authority which every Christian Church exer-
cises over her sons and servants, Ifan indivi-
dual party werc to take offence at our proce-
dure, hecaii withdraw his liberality; orif he
please, he may continue to bestow it either
upon those whom we have rejected, or on
those whom we have ejected—he may think
unrightoously. So may the State, either in
individual parishes, or with the Church at large,
withdraw her endowments from us, and confer
them upén our vetoed presentees and our de-
posed clergymen; but her legitimate power
ceases at this point.  (Héar, hear.) We may
be well escused, after the interdicts of two
years, if we arc jealous of any bill which would
expose us to a repetition of those insults on
the part of the State, or of the agents and
subordinates of the State on any such pretence
that ouys is a’ National Church, which would
inflict a deathblow on those principles that asa
Christian Church independently belong to us,
which would either lift against is the hand of
violente from without, or by practising on the
allegiance of our own children, would stir up
anorchy and insubordination within, (Hear.)
Now, looKing at this part of the case, keeping
o steadfast eye on the question of the spiritual

independence of the church, and putting out of
view for the present, the question of non-intru-
sion, there ere many, very many, I trust, who
have various opinions respecting the law of
patronage, but who would harmonize and cn-
ter iuto one conjoined and firm phalanx to vin-
dicate the Church’s outraged liberties ; and if
ever there was a crisis in her history,—if ever
there wasa poriod in the manifold and sore
temptations in which, from her very infaney,
the Church has beencradled, in which courage
and consistency were culled for, it is in the
days on which we have failen, when the poison
of" a fulse und hollow principle is undermining
her strength, and when thousands of her dead-
liest enemies stund on thetiptoe of expectancy
to wilness her full, (Hear, hear.) ‘I'helead-
ing principle of Presbyterianismn is, that there
isa distinct government in the Church, and
which the State must have approved of ere
she conferred on her the temporalities, and we
must be as uncontrolled by the State in the
management of our own proper aftairs, as if
we did not receivea furthing from the National
Treasury. (Hear, hear.) Acting as becomes
a National Establishment, we, in the brief and
emphatic deliverance of my friend Mr. Gray—
we gave our services to the State, but not our
liberties. (Hear,) We get from her hands
the maintenance of our clergymen, and we en-
guage in return to direct the Christian education
of the people. If the State is not satisfied
with this bargain, she can at any time give it
up. In these things we have another Master,
to whom, and to whom alone, we are responsi-
ble ; and we utterly repudiate it as an accurs-
ed thing, should it be offered as z bribe to
teinpt us from our allegiance to Him ; for that
in these things he is our sole and only Master,
is a fundamental principle of the Church of
Scotland ; and to give up this principle, would
be to loosen the corner-stone, or the key-stone
on which the whole fabric would tumble into
ruins. (Hear, hear.) I take this principle to
be the peculiar glory of the Church of Scot-
land. We contended for it during the strug-
gles and persecutions of more than a hundred
years, and the principle has cost us so much,
that we are not willing to let it go—(hear,
hear,)—and if the State should requirc us to
give up this principle, or to forego our endow-
ments, we are willing to try the same experi-
nments, and to adopt the same course over
again. (Hear.) This principle has not been
forgotten, though it has remained dormant—
though it has faded from the recollections and
the feelings of general society. Like some old
charter that has slumbered in its repository,
while its articles werc unbroken, but which the
rude hand of violence has calledfromits obli-
vion, quickened it anew into vigor and vitality,
and causes it to assume all its former interest
in the eyes of the people ; so this grand funda-
mental principle of the church of Scotland, the
principle of the exclusive jurisdiction -of -the
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tliurch in spiritual mattera—once familiar, ds
Bishop Burnet tells ug, familiar as houschold
words in the mouthsof the peasantry of our
land, has fuded in the quiet of centuries, and
has fallen from the memories, the feelings, and
even the understandings of men.  From 1638
to 1833—from the Revolution scttlement to
the time when the court of session came forth
with an interdict against the presbytery of
Dunkeld in the case of Lethendy, no living
power whatever attempted to interfere with
any steps of our ecclesiustical proceedings—
(hcar, hear, hear)—or to meddle with our es-
tablishment in aught but the temporalities; It
was the disturbance given them which touged
the church, and which will at length rouse the
pation from its dormency. (Loud cries of
hear, hear.) It was when for the first time
those elementary questions which we thought
were in the duys of our freat-grandfathers set-
tled and set by, were conjured and stirred up
ggain, that our minds were gradually opened
to the truth ; and I doubt not that the ngitation
of this controversy at the present period; will
flash more vividly and more convincingly the
same truth into the understandings of the com-
munity. Ourarkis in the midst of the con-
flicting billows, but our flag is the more unfur-
led by the storm which hag been raised ; and
being now spread abroad and expanded by the
gale, itonly serves to make the motto of our
establishment, the more patent to all eyes—the
Lord Jesus is the only King and Head of our
church. We have nailed that color to the
mast—(loud cheers)—and we will keep by it
in all its fortunes, whether in the tempest or in
the sunshine. Here is our rallying cry, that
the Lord Jesus Clrist is the only King and
Head of the Church of Scotland—this is the
watchword of the party with whom Iact, and
the other side of the House reiterates the cry.
Yes, I observe, that many, perhapsall.  (Loud
and general cries of all.) Well, Moderator,
does not this justify mein the distinction which
I have made between these two questions—the
question of spiritual independence and the gues-
tion of the vete. The only other distinction
which remains betweenusand the opposite party
—after,a response so cheering as that we have
now heard—the only distinction existing be-
tweenus, is that which obtains between a decla-
ratory and an effective proposition. (Laughter.)
You will only join in a declaratory—would you
join in an effective proposition—would you as-
sent by deeds as well as words—the great prin-
ciples for which we stand by—the veto being
put aside—would be gained—the liberty of the
Church would be saved—there would de no de-
feat—no surrender, (Loud cheers.) Itisa
principle for which we can never expect success
by enlisting on our side the understandings of
Englishmen. That I despair of. (Hear, hear.)
The subject is as distinct from their minds as

s the .subject matter of the establishments

themgelves—the one being formed onthe pr in-

ciple that the king is the head of the church—
the other on the principle that Christ is the head
of the churchj and the same irreconciliable dif-
ference as to the authority over the church
obtaing in their constitutions, the onc being
framed according to Iooler, on the principle
that thereisone governinent, eccclesiastical and
political; the other according to Gillespie and
others, according to the conception of the West-
minster Confession of Faith, that there are two
govermuents, with distinet heads and distinet of-
fice-bearers, ouch co-extensive with the other in
their lecal standing aver tie same territory,
without conflict, and without confusion, because
of the entirely separate department in which they
operate—the one having to do with the aflairg
of the secular, the other with the affairs of the
spiritual kingdom.  { sliall not expatiatc on the
profound and justly philosophic concepticn of
thisidea; but the statement is sufficient to show
how practically impossible it is—how utterly
hopeless to innoculate with these views the
minds of the members of the two Houses of
Parlinment, for there are not ten—nay, I believe
there not three ~~of those meinbers who woald
vindicate those principles for which we contend.
(Hear.) They are principles for which they have
on tasteand no comprehensioii; our very phrase-
ology, as was scen in the late discussion in the
Senute House, fallsupon the Euglish ear like the
jargon of some outlandisl: province, or the out-
pouring of the unknown tongues. {Laughter.)
But it is notto the intelligence of England in
this matter that we specially address ourselves
—veappeal rather to the Legislative wisdom
of England—to that wisdom which, without
the knowledge, and whatis more, without ap-
proving of our Presbyterian constitution, con-
sented at first to tolerate a Presbyterian estab-
lishment at ali, in the reign of William and
Mary. (Hear, hear.) Weappeal to them now
not to degtroy iheir own work—not to lift up
their hands with violence against our Scriptu-
ral and Protestant Church, which is now en-
gaged in dispensing innumerable blessings,
and especially not in the face of the resolved
and nearly unanimous demand of the people of
Scotland. I do not mean to say that this con-
duct of the Legislature, in cndowing the
Church, not because they were satisfied of its
being 2 true Church, but because the people
demand it—1 do not mean to say that is a cor-
rect principle—for instance it would not be
right, on the same principle, to endow Popery
in Ireland; but ours is a Scripture Protestant
Church, and within that hmit, it 1s open to
Parliament to endow or refuse to endow. The
rev. Doctor went on at great length, which, we
are’not ableto follow out in time for this pubh-
cation, to show that the Church- was perfectly
able to manage her own affairs if she were
protected from the encroachments of the civil
courts; and after showing the uselessness of
Lord Aberdeen's Wl for this purpose, and read-
inga large corrcspondence with him on the
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subject, he moved a series of resolutions against

the. bill.
. STRATHBOGIE CASE.

Mr. Dunror then rosc and said, the subject
on which they were about to enter was of a
very solemn and serious kind ; and he desired
to procced to the consideration of it in the
spirit so well recommended by his friend Mr.
Robertson, when the cause was lust before the
house. However little credit might be given
by some individuals to the statement, he be-
lieved he could sincerly say, that so fur from
entertaining any desire to exercise sevelity
against the gentlemen at the bar, the struggle
was to repress those feclings of . kindness and
tenderness which might induce the House to
carry leniency farther than strict justice and
the interests of the Church required. "L'o that
extent they were bound to carry seveiity,
whatever might be their personal feelings;
and he trusted that no such feelings would in-
duce them to shrink from their duty in carry-
ing out what was necessary to muintain au-
thority in the Church. lle must cummence
by recalling to the recollection of the house
the circuwmstances under which those rev.
gentlemen appeared at the bar of the Assembly.
The call of Mr. Edwards, the presentee to
Marnoch, was signed by only one parshioner.
Mr. Edwards had officiated among them for
several years as assistant to their minister,
and had been removed by him on a strong ex-
pression of disapproval of his eervices, by a
large body of the parishioners. ~After the mo-
deration of the call, it was proposed to the
Presbytery by the presentee, that the declara-
tion appended to the veto act should be ad-
ministered to the dissentient parties. They
were accordingly cited before the Presbytery
to take this declaration, and then the presentee
came forward with an accusation of caballing,
and declined to put the declaration. After
due time allowed for proof, he came forward
(the patrons having withdrawn their concur-
rence) and said, I do not propose lo substanti-
ate any charge of caballing. The Presbytery
said, well, we now will press the declaration,
and appointed another meeting of the parish-
ionérs. It issued ultimately in this, that the
General Assembly of 1838 remitted to them to
reject the presentee. That sentence the
Presbytery obeyed, and the sentence of rejec-
tion stands in record upon their books. Inthe
meantime the patron acquiescing in the judg-
ment of the Church Courts presented MMr.
Hendry. Mr. Edwards then raised a civil ac-
tion similar to that raised by Mr. Young in
the case of Auchterarder, and also applied for
an interdict against the Presbytery séttling
Mr. Hendry. The Presbytery referred the
matter to the Synod, and the Synod directed
them to proceed to the settlement of Mr.
Hendry, They declined, and xesolved that
the Court of Session had jurisdiction in the
matter, and that they were bound to obey its

interdict. The matter was brought up ultil
mately last year to the General Assembly,
which pronounced the following deliverance.
[The learned gentleman then read the delive-
rence.] That was the judgment not of the
Commission, but of the Assembly enjoining
the Presbytery not to determine the miatter
themselves, but to refer it to the Commission,
that that Court might determine it. This was
so far from doing any thing of which the
Presbytery had reason to complain, that it was
a judgment. intended to protect them from the
injurious consequences of any procedure that.
might be ordered by the civil authority. It
was intended to relieve them, inasmuch’ as, if
they were called upon by the Cvil Court to
sctile Mr. Edwards, they were not allowed to
act on their own responsibility, and thus sub-
ject themsclves to a civil suit, but were directed
to report to the Comnission, which would take
upon itself the responsibility of the matter. The
Commission tuok up the case, and pronounced
the following judgment :—

[The learned gentleman here read the judg-
micut of the Commission. ]

The Commission took every plan of prevent-
ing a collision with the civil power. They
had a presentation from the legal patron in
favor of Mr. Hendry ; but they did not order
the Presbytery, as in case of Lethendy, to
establish the pastoral relutionship between Mr.
11. and the parish of Marnoch. They said,
“Leave matters as they are: it may be that
the Legislature may have passed some enact-
ment before next Assemnbly, that might enable
them to come to a satisfactory resolution on
the subject.” They forbade the Presbytery
from settling either party, And if the Presby-
tery were called upon by Mr. Edwards to .pro-
ceed to his settlement, they could say to him,
“We have no option in the matter; we are
prohibited by the strong and imparative injunc-
tion of the Commission from taking any steps,
under certification that we shall be answerable
fur disobedience to their interdict.” A change
of circumstances, however, took place. Mr.
Edwards obtained a decreet in his action, simi-
lar to that which Mr. Young obtained in the
case of Auchterarder, finding that the Presby-
tery had acted illegally in Tejecting him, and
were bound and astricted to take trial of his
qualifications, and if; they found him qualified,
to admit, and receive him as minister of the
parish of Marnoch. This sentence being inti-
mated to the Moderator of the Presbytery, a
requisition was immediately presented to him
by several members of the Presbytery, calling
upon him to summon a pro re nate meeting to
take the decreet into consideration. The Mo-
deyvator most properly provided himself with
extracts of the proceedings of the Assembly
and of the Commission in the case, and called
a meeting of Presbytery for the 12th of No-
vember, to take into consideration, not only the
sentence of the civil courts, but.also those of
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the ccclesiastical courts. It was impossible
that the Presbytery could come to & proper
judgment in the matter, withont having the
latter before them, The meeting nccon']-'ingly
was held and the minutes—

Captain HorN DaLrYMPLE wished to ask
Mr. Dunlop for what date the requisitionists
desired the meeting to be called ?

Mgr. Duxrov said, he was not there to an-
swer questions, He could not lay his hands at
the moment upon the document, but it wus
cither in August or September.

The MoberaTor called Captain Dalrymple
to order.

Mr. Dusvor continued. This meeting was
summoned, and the Moderator was reudy to
lay the sentences of both Courts upon the
table. They had required him to call a meet-
ing to consider only the sentence of the civil
court,and 1t appeared that they were unwilling
to receive the sentences of the ecclesiastical
courts. 'They refused to continue to meet, or
to receive those documents, and refused far-
ther to cnter on their minutes their resolution
refusiug to do so. The dissent and complaint
of the Moderator, they refused to enter on
their minutes at all, so as to exclude him from
obtaining redress by the ordinary channels of
Jjustice, according to the rules of the church.
His only way was to appeal to the commisson
by complaint and petition. The commission had
been instructed by the General Assembly to
receive all complaints, appeals, and references
in regard to the case of Marnoch ; and thiswas
decidedly connected withit. The complaint
and petition having been presented to the meet-
ing of Commission in December last, the Com-
mission ordered it to be served, and ordered
copies of their deliverance to be also served at
the meeting of the Presbytery of Strathbogie
on 4th December. They directed the Presby-
tery to transmit their minutes. The result
wag, that the Presbytery resolved, as follows:
¢ Therefore, the Presbytery resolved and here-
by do resolve tosustain the call in favour of
the Reverend John Edwards, which was sub-
scribed in presence of the Presbytery, at their
meeting on the 25th October 1837. = And far-
ther the Presbytery resolved, and hereby do
resolve to proceed in the settlement of the said
Reverned John Edwards, as presentee to the
church and parish of Marnoch.,” In the first
place, the Presbytery sustained the call which
they had formerly rejected, by the direction of
the final judgment of the General Assembly of
the Churchin 1838. Instead of obeying the
injunctions of the General Assembly of 1339,
to report any change of circumstances to the
Commission, that the Commission might deter-
mine thereon, they took it upon themselves, in
defiance of that injunction, to determine on the
change of circumstances which had occurred ;
andinrespect of the judgment of the Court of
Session, they resolved to proceed with the set-
tiement of Mr. Edwards, hereby agein violating

the express and authoritative injunction of the
meeting of Commission in May, which ordercd
them not to proceed. Moreover the judgment
of the Court of Scssion, was not a judgment
ordering them to proceed at all. Unquestion-
ably it would have been no defence whatever
of their conduct, had such been the judgment
of the Court ; butit deserved remark, that that
judgment only found in general tetms that they
were bound and astricted to admit Mr Edwards
if they found him qualified, and contained ne
order to them to do so, It was simply a de-
claration of thelaw, as in the case of Auchterar-
der. They reported their proceedings in this
matter to the Commission on their meeting of’
12th November and stated' in their report the
following deliberate declaration of their inten-
tions in regard to giving or refusing obedience
to the sentence of the supreme ecclesiustical

courts, “The Presbytery have ferther, &c.”
He (Mr. Dunlop) would not go back upon the
question that had been raised, asto whether
that was a competent meeting of Commission
or not. The house had already decided that it
was competent, and at the suine meeting an-
other case had been decided (that of the minis-
ter of Strathfillan who was desposed from the
holy ministry) and although the minister of
Strathfillan’s counsel was the same gentleman
asthe Presbytery of Strathbogie’s counsel, it
was not attempted to be challenged os an excess
of power on the part of the Commission.—
The Commission proceeded to take into consi-
deration the circumstances in which they were
placed : but first of'all, being desirous to avoid
the necessity of a severe sentence, they unani-
mously called upon thelearned counsel for these
parties, to say if their clients were willing to
abide by the cecision of the superior judicato-
ries of the Church. Mr. Dunlop here read an
extract from the minutes of the Commission to
the above effect. The question then did not
depend entirely on the complaint of the Mode-
rator, which was confined to a particular point;
but they took up the declaration of the parties
themselves. And the supreme judicatory of
the Church was told by these parties, after
having full time for deliberation, ¢ We will not
alter the statement, we have given our report,
which contains our resolution to act in defiance
of the laws of the Church, and the special in-
junction of the Assembly’ It had been said
that the deliverance which they pronounced
was severe. INodoubt it was ; but that sen-
tence was absolutely necessary, not merely to
maintain the authority of the Church, but ne-
cessary for the protection of ‘those reverend
gentlemen themselves. No one could anti¢i-
pate, or did anticipate, that there was a Pres-
bytery—that there were seven ministers in' this
Church, who, at their ordination, had solemnly
vowed and sworn that they would obey the ec-
clesiastical judicatories—no one did anticipate
that those parties, after suspenhsion from-tle
functions of the holy ministry by thc only pow-
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er which could pass or remove such asentence
would for one momcnt have dreamed of excr-
cising those functions. But it was contempla-
ted that though those parties might not carry
their disobedience to so flagrant and atrocious
an extent, they might yet disregard a mere pro-
hibition to abstain from proceeding to the in-
cuction of Mr. Bdwards, and might put them-
sclves in a position which required the Church
1o pronounce o scverer seatence. It was not
only due to the Church, but right in justice and
in mercy to thosc ministers, that their hands
should he tied up, to prevent them from doing
what might involve a more serious punishment,
Those parties, however, suspended by the com-
mission from the exercisc of their functions, re-
solved, nevertheless, to proceed in the exercise
of their judicial functions, to sit asa Presbytery,
and go on with the trials of Mr. Edwards.—
They stated now that they never intended to
admit Mr. Edwards as minister of Marnoch,
but only meant to take him on trials. ‘They
did not tell the commission so. Their own re-
solution was, that they would proceed to the
settlement of Mr. Edwards. Nor could one
sce how they could divide the sentence of the
Civil Court—how, if they considered them-
selves bound by their duty and allegiance to
the Civil Court, which they held to be so impe-
rative on their consciences, to take Mr. Ed-
wards on trials, they could consider themselves
entitled to refrain on finding him duly quali-
fied from receiving and admitting him ; for if
there was any difference between the two'parts
of the sentence, it was that there was greater
sanction and authority for the latter, inasmuch
as the statutes did not say a word about taking
on trials, but used the very words of the deliv-
erance of the Civil Court, that they were bound
and astricted to reccive and admit. But the
meeting of Commission on the 4th of March
had not only this matter under their considera-
tion, but were informed that it was generally
reported and understood that the suspended
ministers, notwithstanding their suspension
from all their ministerial functions, continued
to act in a spiritual capacity, and as a subsist-
ing Church judicatory, that they were baptising
and administering ordinances, and preaching in
their Churches, as if they had never been sus-
pended,—on the faith, and by virtue of authori-
ty procceding from a secular court of this
land as their only warrant. (Hear, hear, hear.)
But they took a far greater step than this.—
They, ministers of the Church, disowning all
authority in spiritual matters of any secular
power whatever—professing to maintain that
independence in purely spiritual matters, recog-
nised most unequivocally in the Confession of
Foith and the statutes of the realm—having
been suspended by the Commission’s sen-
tence, which, if improperly passed, might be
remedied by an appeal to the General Assem-
bly—went to the Civil Court and acknowledg-
ed itg jurisdiction of inflicting -ecclesiastical

T'he General Assendly.

censures in & most purely spiritual matter.
No person who had entered the arena of argu-
ment in this controversy, denied that in regard
to spiritual censures the Church was altogeth-
er and absolutcly independent—that its author-
ity flowed from the great Head of the Church,
and that the Civil Courts were not entitled to
interfere. The terms of the Confession of
Fuith were clear beyond the possibility of
quibbling or dispute ; and not one of the op=
ponents of the Church had éver ventured to as-
sert that the Court of Session or any civil
court on earth had a vestige of jurisdiction in
the matter. Yet these seven ministers of the
Church, sworn to obey her judicatories, had
applied to a Civil Court, not to protect them int
their civil rights—not to protect them in tho
possession of their parish churches, which,
coming under civil cognizance, were legitimate
subjects of civil interference, and which it was
not attempted to take from them. That was
amatter competent to the Civil Courts ; a mat-
ter in which the Church was bound to give, as
she did, implicit obedience to the decision.
But what did those ministers call on the Court
to do? In the prayer (which the learncd gen-
tleman read) of the Note, they prayed the
Court of Session to prohibit the parties author-
ised by the Commission’s sentcnce, sbsolutel

from preaching the gospel of Christ ; not only
calling in the arm of the civil power to repone
themselves in the exercise of their ministerial
functions, but calling on the Court of Session
to interrupt the Church in her right to have
the gospel of Christ freely and purely preached
to her own people, and to put the inhabitants
of those parishes in & situation in which no
individual could consistently with the princi-
ples of liberty and toleration be placed, so that
they could not obtain, without & breach of in-
terdict, the preaching of the gospel and the ad-
ministration of ordinances by any minister of
the communion to which they belonged; and
which, above all, was the communion of
the Established Church—(hear, hear, hear.)
Such were the several actings of the minis-
ters at the bar which were now brought under
consideration; and the house was now to de-
termine what course should be followed in re-
gard to them. A rev. doctor, on the other side
of the house, congratulated him, in the former
discussion-on this subject, on having taken a
leaf out of the book of the opposite party. He
was now going to take another leaf out of tk2
book of that party in former days, the reading
of which would now-a-days, give them no
great pleasure.  He would not take that leaf
ag it stood, for he found written there, within
ond without, oppression and woe. But he
took that leaf to expunge the bloody characters
of oppression and wae, and to inscribe on it the
golden characters of protection to the people
of this Church. (Hear, hear.) He proposed
to take the power which that party had used
to oppress the Christian people; but he would
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employ it to compel the Presbyteries of this
Church to refrain from violating the consciences
of the people of Scotland, and intruding unac-
ceptable ministers against the laws of the
Church and the libertics of the people. He
would teke the instrument wherewith they had
built the prison-house, which was now being
demolished, and use it to uproot the founde-
tions on which they (the Moderate party) had
built it. He held in his hand an account of the
cnee of Inverkeithing, in which the authorty
of the Church had been exerted over one of its
Presbyteries, which was of importance, as it
established the domination of the Moderate
purty, under the leadership of Principal Ro-
bertson, and which had given rise to one of
the leading secessions from the Church, On
an occasion when the Church was charged with
harshness and severity, by their friends on the
other side, it wasright to call to the remem-
brance of gentlemen opposite what their pre-
decessors had done, and what they had never
censed to applaud and vindicate, at least u.ntll
now. (Hear, hear.) In that case a Mr. Rich-
ardson had been presented to the parish of In-
verkeithing. The people were almost all uni-
ted in resisting him, and the Presbytery were
instructed to deal with them. They did so,
earnestly and affectionately, but found that the
objections of the people could not be removed.
Tiic matter having come to the Assembly, and
the Assembly having remitted it to the Com-
¢ sion, the Commission sustained the call of
. Richardson, and directed his callers (for
he had some callers; there wasnot only a caller
as in the case before the House,) to prosecute
a process of transportation before the Presby-
tery of Peebles, of which Mr. Richardson was
a member. This process was accordingly com-
menced, and it was in dependance at the time
when the Assembly 1751 met. The case was.
not before the Assembly; but the callers of Mr.
Richardson presented a petition, stating the
circumstances of the case, and requesting of
the Assembly to empower the Commission to
determine any matters regarding the settlement
of that parish. He would read the sentence of
the Assembly, which warranted all the subse-
quent proceedings. ¢ The Assembly did, and
hereby do, empower their Commisz:on to cog-
nosce and finally determine in any reference or
oppeal brought before them, concerning the
transportation or settlement of Mr. Andrew
Richardson.” The process of transportation
was subsequently decided by the Synod of Lo-
thian and Tweeddale. The Presbytery, who
agreed to loose him from Broughton on the
16th QOct., did not resolve in so many words as
the Presbytery of Strathbogic had done, to
disobey the sentence of the Commission; for
there was no positive sentence ordaining them
to admit, The call was sustained and that was.
all.. But the Presbytery still finding.the same
opposition fo Mr. Richardson,. resolved to.de-
Jay and represent to the Commission their rea-

sons for doing so. T'o the Commission on the
14th November, the members of the Presbyte-
ry appeared and stated their reasons for delay-
ing to induct Mr. Richardson. Their reasons
were a8 follows:—%“We conscientiously feel
that we should be violating a law of Christ, if
we inducted this mun against the resolute and
determined will of the Christian people.” They
sud, “Don't compel us to 'settle him; we do
not desire to obstruct his settlement, but do
not force us to become the instrument of what
we consider to be sinful.”” The Commission
were displeased, and threatened to inflict the
highest censures. T‘he Commission dirccted
the Presbytery to admit Mr. Richardson, with
certification, that the Commission, at its next
meeting, would proceed against them, it they
did not follow the direction. This sentence
was analogous to the sentence of the Commis-
sion last May. But the distinction was, that
in the present case, the Commission ordained
things to be kept in statu quo, whereas in the
old case the Commission ordained the Presby-
tery to become actually instruments in effect-
ing the settlement. That is, in doing what
they believed to be sin, and which the Commis-
sion and General Assembly could not plead
they had the warrant of the Word of God for
enforcing. Ihe Presbytery again declined, and
again appeared before the Commission on the
11th of BMarch i752, to plead their conscienti-
ous scruples against the induction of Mr. Rich-
ardson. That Commission first of all agreed
nem. con. ‘‘that they had power at this meeting
to carry the sentence for Mr. Richardson’s set-
tlement into execution, and to judge of the con-
duct of the Presbytery.” But onavote whether
the Presbytery should be censured or not, it
carried JVot, Mr. William Robertson craving
leave to dissent and complain to the Assembly.
Principal Robertson complained that the com-
mission did not censure the Presbytery, main-
taining that the commission was bound to
inflict such censure, although no evil could
occur from not carrying the sentence into effect,
Commissions in those days were framed word
for word as they were now, and a special pro-
hibition was given against executing decrees
in cases of settlement by the appointment of
any corresponding committee, (which had been
& common.way of settling unacceptable minie-
ters.) There was no foundation for the suppo-
sition of his learned friend at the bar the other
day {Mr. P. Robertson) that this prohibition
proceeded from doubts of the powers of the
Commission to pronounce sentences having a
civil effect, because the Church then, and since,
and now, have frequently remitted to the
Commission, to pronounce such sentences, As
some doubls wére thrown on the powers of the
Commission, he thought it desirable to notice
that the powers of the Commission were recog-
nized in the Revolution .settlement, in-as-broad
and extensive terms, as the powers of the Gene-
ral Assembly. Inthe act of 1690,.chap. 5th,
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after authorizing that the government of the
Church was in the general meeting of ministers
and clders, goes on, “and do hereby allow the
xeneral meetings of the said ministers and el-
ders, in whose hands the exercise of charch
&vernment is established, ecither by them-
selves, or by such as shall be appointed as visi-
tors (another mame for Comumissioners) by
them, according to the practice of the Presby-
terian government, totry and purge outall un-
faithful ministers, &c.” It was true, however,
that the Commission was prohibited from carry-
ing into effectsentencesin cases of settlement;
but this restriciion in its powers arose from no
doubt of their poweis, or tenderness to Presby-
teries. In disputed cases the Commission had
been wont to settle ministers by means of what
were cal'ed riding Commit:ces, a plan by which
Presbyteries whose consciences forbade them to
assist in forcing settlements were saved from
the necessity of doing so. DBut it was never
imagined that the hands of the commission were
to be tied up from interfering to prevent Pres-
byteriey of the Church from violating an order
of the Assembly. The Act 1717 expressly en-
joined every commisson to “sec and take care
that every order of the previous assembly ehall
not be violated as they shall be answerable.—
It were o strange thing if' the Commission’s
hands were tied up from settling Mr. Hendry,
and the Presbytery of Strathbogic be at the
same time free to putin Mr. Edwards into Mar-
noch in defiance of ccelesiastical interdict. Whe
General Assembly of 1752 was ushered by an
advice from the throne. It was given by ano-
ble Commissioner, the ancestor of a noble carl
who was a member of the present Assembly.—
Coming from the supremc civil authority, an
extract from it would be listened to onall sides
with that deference which was due to thet au-
thority—perhaps with greater deference by the
gentlemen opposite than by himself. “QOne
thing, however, as 2 well-wisher to the go-
vernment and good order of this Church, Ican-
not pass over m silence. Allow me therefore
to hope, that as it is our happiness to have re-
gular meetings of our national Assembly, coun-
tenanced by our gracious sovereign, you will
be careful to support her dignity and authority,
and not destroy with your own hands our most
valuable constitution, secured by law, so dear
to your forcfathers, so excellent in itsclf; and
which your encmics have zo0 olten atteinpted
to wrest from you. The main intention of
your meeting is frustrated, if your judgements
2ad decisions are not held to be final; if your
inferior courds continuc fo assume thal fiberly
whick they have taken upon themsclves, in loo
many instances, of dispuling and disobeying
the decisions of their superiors. It isnow more
than high time to think of putting a stop to this
growing evil; atherwise such anarchy and con-
fusion will be iniroduced into the Church, 2s
will inevitably not only break us in pieces
amongst ourstlves, but meke us lixewise the
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scorn and derision of ourenemies; for, believe
me, subordinationis the link of society; without

which there can be no order in government.—

In the celebrated manifest of the moderate

party, in the composing of which the Reverend
Principal Robertson had the chief part, we find

the {following statements : he (dr, Dunlop)

would confine himself to those passages which
regarded the duty of subordination to superior
Judicatories : *In a numeroussociety it seldomn
happens that all the members think uniformly
concerning the wisdom and exepedience of
any public regulation : but no sooner is that
regulation.enacted, than private judgment is
so far superseded, that even they who disap-
prove it, are notwithstanding bound to obey it,
and to puatit in execution, if” required ; unless
in a case of such gross iniquity and manifest
violation of the original design of the society
agjustifies resistance to.the supreme power, and
makes it better to have the society dissolved,
than to submit to established iniquity. Such
extinordinary cases we can easily conceive there
may be, as will give any man a just titleto secek
the dissolution of the society to which he be-
longs, or at lcast will fully justify his withdraw-
ing fromiti Butas long as he continues in it,
professes regard for it, and reaps .the emolu-
ments of ity if he refuses to obey.its laws, he
roanifestly acts both a disorderly and dishonest
part ; he lays claim to the privileges of the so-
ciety, whilst he contemns the authority. of it,
and by all principles of reason and equity, is
justly subjected toits censures. They who
maintein that such disobedience deserves no
censure, maintaia in effect, that there should
be no such thing as government and order.—
They deny those first principles by which men
are united in society ; and endeavor to estab-
lish such maxims, as will justify not only licen-
tiousness in ecclesiastical, but disorder and re-
bellion in civil government. Aund thercfore, as
the reverend Comnmission have by this senience
declared, ihat disobedience to the supreme ju-
dicature of the church, neither infers guilt nor
deserves censure 5 as they have surrendered a
right essential to the nature and subsistence of
cvery society 3 as they have (so faras lay in
them) betrayed the privileges, and deserted the
order of the constitution ; we could not have
acted 2 dutiful part to the church, nor a safe

one toourselves, unless we had dissented from
this seatence ; and craved liberty to represeut
1o the venerable Assembly, that this deed ap-
pears to us to be manifesily beyond the powers
of o commission” “But, on the other hand,
ifa judicature which is appointed to be the
guardian and defender of the laws and orders
of the socicty, shail absolve them who break
these laws, from all censure, and by such a
deed cncourage and invite to future disobe-
dience, we conceive 1t will be fourd, that they

haveexceeded their powers, and betrayed their

wrost in the most essentialinstance.” ¢ ¢That

the lesser and inferior ecclesiasticel assemblices
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nught to be subordinate and subject unto the
greater and superior assemblies.  To this de-
claration, which we humbly conceive isa deci-
sion in point, and to the wholespirit and system
of the presbyterian government, this sentence
of the commission i1s manifestly repugnant ;
and thercfore we doubt not but the vencrable
asscmbly will justify our dissent ; and will find
that the commissions have exceeded their pow-
ers.” Principal Robertson’s comment upon
the statement is—¢ As the same errors scem
to be againrevived, as the dangerous tencts of
independency spread fast, and have inall ap-
pearance infected some of our own members,
we do humbly conceive, thatit would have be-
conie the reverend commission, rather to have
imitated the vigor of their forefathers, in sup-
poriing the presbyterien discipline and govern-
ment, than by this unprecedented sentence to
have given admittance, and promised impunity
to the most unconstitutional tenets and practi-
ces.”  Itconcludes—¢\We cannot help being
surprised, that our brethren, whose consciences
are so tender in other points, should fecl no re-
morse of conscience, for giving such 2 blow to
the authority of their mother chureh.” (Laugh-
ter.) With these counsels the assemnbly pro-
cceded to itsduty: The General Assembly, by
an ingenious system of cruelty, resolved to bar
—(hear, hear) this door for the relicef of pres-
byteries. The callers of 3Ir. Richardson,
brought the casc under instructions of thecom-
mission, before the assembly, complaining of
the presbytery for not executing the senience
of the commission. 1Ic forgot to mention in
its proper place, that the commission in March,
while they refused to censure the preshytery
of Dumfennline, again appointed them to ad-
mit Mr. Richardson. The petition and com-
plaint was taken up by theassembly on the
16th May. What did this assembly under
such guidance, and so zcalous for form and
due citation, do? The complaint was not
served on the presbytery at all. The seven
days allowed at present were not given  them.
In therecords of all such cases we find no
such things as ten days’ previous notice.  \We
often find the éomplaint presented on one day,
anid judgment three or four days afterwards.—
e had many instances before him, but he ueced
not go over many- e would oniy refer toa
Iate case of the synod  of DumfTries, where the
complaint was served on the Tucsday, and the
partics ordered to appear on the Friday. The
Assembly, without hearing the presbytery,
ook up the petitionand complaint on the 16ih
May, agreed that the commission had exceeded
itspowers in not doing what it ought to have
done—ccensured (the presbytery.  Judgment
was delayed till Monday the 13th; on which
day, partics being called, the Assombly, with-
out having cited or heard the presbytery, agreed
and issued an order, appomting the presbytery
of Dumfermline to meet at  Inverkeithing on
Thorsday the 21st, to admt Mr. Richardson,

making five (instead of the usual number three}
a quorum, so as to invelve the necessity of
sone one whose conscience was violated by
the proceeding being pressed at the ordination.
They also granted 2 warrant on Tuesday to
cite cach member of presbytery who did not
attendand talke part in the services, to appear
at the bur of the Asscmblyon Friday. OnFn-
day, the Assembly resolved to depose ong,
and on Saturday, they deposed that hely
man, Mr. Gillespie—(1Icar, hear, hear.)—
Now these were the tender mercies of the Com-
missions of other days. God forbid he should
ask this house to foliow such an atrocious ex-
ample. Ile was not there to recommmend any
such course. They (the Eiangelical party)
maintained the same power; bat he trusted
they never would exercise it in a way so fearful,
and would never refuse to listen to the appeai
of 2ll parties. 1le feit that he could not und
would notin any case for @ mcre act of insubor-
dination; taken by itself, unless prolonged and
perpetuated in @ way which rendered it neces-
sury to proceed o the extremity of depriving
minister of the gospe! of Christ of the sacred
character confersed on him at his ordination.—
Therefore he said at once that it was not Wis
purpose to ask this Assembly to pronouce any
such sentence now.  Therewere other actings
of those parties which involved far higher
crimes and inferred far more Lenivus puinsh-
ment.  Nay, though onc of these actings was
1o apply toa tivil court to exempt them frem the
jurisdiction of an ccclesiastical court, and to
suspend church censures, though by the aci
1592 it was declared, that any wan who did
such an act should be be labic not mereiy to
depesition, but smmmarily to cxcosnaumcation
without any form of process, hie would nut tulic
advantage of an act which he tiwught dire-
garded justice.  Nay, more, he weull nol pro-
pose now toproceed at once to livel the purties
for their offence. Ile desired the Church to do
nothing rashiy at all ; but that the proceedings
of the Asscmnbly should be of such a furmmas
should bring out the true character of what
had been done, and it conld net be forgotten
that they were not proceeding to punish a cun-
tempt of their own authority, bui 2 cuntempt
of the authorily of the Lord Jesus Christ.—
But before pronouncing any sentence atally he
desired to deal once more with these vuhappy
men.  The Commission had appointed a Cam-
mittee to deal with them—i Commitice of most
admirable and venerated men,who hadalistuned
from any one act that could create prejudice ur
hesitation on the part of thosc seven gentle-
men to eagagein the conference—Dr. Gordon,
the present Modemtor, and Mr. Brice.  These
three in the dead of winter proceeded to Aber-
deen, 1o hold aconference with their misguided
brethern.  They had communicated with them
beforchand, they were not madeaware that they
wonld not be met.  They wercailowed to go
north ; and did these ministers sce those
(863



218 Proceedings of Synod.

venerable men face to face? They sent an
agent—(1lcar.)

They asked if the deputation had any more
powers then those which they knew had been
conferred by the Commission, if the deputation
could repene them, though they kuew they
could only be reponed by the Presbytery or the
Generzl Aszsembly. They knew that whenever
they declared their readiness to obey the
Church, that moment th,eir sentence would fall.
An answer being returned, of course, that the
deputation had no power but from the sentence
of the Commission, instead of meeting them
face to face as brother ministers of the gospel,
the suspended ministers sent them a paper
drawn up several duys before the reverend de-
putation had left Lidinburgh, giving reusons
why they would hold no conference. They re-
fused to listen to the counsels of christian piety
and wisdom. But though they had refused
such conference, still the Church ought to make
one cffort more ; not from the consideration as

to how their proceedings should be viewed else-
where, but for the sake of those men them-
selves. And what he now proposed was, that,
in respect of the proceedings of' those parties
in violating the orders of the Comumission and
of the General Assembly, with regard to the
setliement of Mr. Edwards, this Assembly do
find that they are censurable ; and, with regard
to the other maiters brought up, that they are
liable to be procceded against according to the
laws of the Church, but that before pronounc-
ing any sentence, and determining the nature
of that sentence, a Committee of this House
shall be appointed to deal with those men, and
and report to a subsequent diet of the present
Assembly. He proposed to sever the act of
msubordination from those charges which he
regarded as far more heinous. Those other
charges made them liable to be preeceded with
in the way of discipline ; he would have them
dealt with, however, upon all of them.

PROCEEDINGS OF SYNOD.

The Annual Scssion of the Synod of the
Presbyterian Church of Canada, in connection
with the Church of Scotland, was holden at
"Toronto, con:mencing on the 2d, and terminat-
ing on the 7th day of July. At the opening
of the Synod the Rev. Robert McGill of Nia-
gara, Moderator for the preceding year, preach-
ed an able and appropriate discourse from
Ephesians, iv. 11, 12, 13, which the Synod af-
terwards requesied iim to publish.

After Sermon, the Syncd was constituted
with prayer by Mr. AUGill, and the Synod
Roll was made up and called, from which it
appeared that there were upwards of sixty
Ministers connected with the Syned,—thirty-
four Ministers and the ruling Elders answered
to their names and took their seats in Synod.

The Synod then proceeded to the clection of
a Moderator, and on the motion of Dr.
Mathieson, the Rev. Mr. Urquhart of Comn-
wall was unanimously chosen to that offisc,and
at the Syrod's desire took tire chair.

The Rev. Mr. David Rintoul, ordained mis-
sionary from the Presbytery of Toronto, and
the Rev. Mr. Simon.Fraser, Minister of the
Church of Scotland, from New Bruuswick
being present, were invited to takeecats in the
Syned.

The first day was principally employed in
reading the Minutes of last Session of Synod,
and the Minutes of Commission in the appoint-
ment of Committees, and in receiving various
documents from the former Moderator, and the
Commission. It was resolved ihat the same
order as was followed last year in regard to
devotional exercises, be adopted by the Synod,
during this Session, viz :—in the morning be-
fore the commencement «f business, a suitable
portion of time to be spent in reading the
Scriptures with prayer and praise, 2and in the
evening at seven o’clock a sermon, or other ex-
crcise, according to arrangement by a com-
mittee appointed for that purpose.

On Friday the Sd instant, after devotional
exercises, the Synod first called for tieRecords
of Presbyteries which were given in, and refer-
red severally to committees for revision, and
thereafter for the reports of various commit-
tces appointed at Jast session. Reports were
accordingly presented as follows :—1st—On
Presbyterial Visitations. 2d—On the census
of Religious denominations in Upper Canada
as taken Jast year. $d—On Missions.  4th—
on Synod Library. 5th—On P'salmody .6th—
On Printing and Book cstablishment in con-
nection with Synod, 7th—On rules and re-
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gulations for the ordering of business and the
keeping of records, and these reports were re-
ferred to the committee for billsand overtures,
for arrangement. The report of the committee
of bills and overtures was then called for and
read, and according to their arrangement, the

Syuod took up the subject of correspondence
with other Churches, and a letter frem the
Moderator of the General Synod of Ulsier was
read ; commnittees vere appointed to d:aft let-
ters,—1si. To the General Assembly of the
Parent Church of Scotland,—ad, to the Gene-
ral Synod of Ulster; especially seiting forth
the religious destitution of Caneda, and wish-
ing the said Synod to direct the attention of
its Ministers and probationers to this country
as a field of missionary lubor,—3d. to the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
in the United States, and 4th to the General
Synod of the Reformed Dutch Church in the
United States. 1t may be here stated ihat at
an after period of the Session, drafts of these
letters were read in Synod, amended and ap-
proved, and engrossed for the signature of the
Moderator.

The overtures and other documents respect-
ing the incorporaiion of the Ministers and Con-
gregation of the United Synod-of Upper Cana-
da with this Synod were next read. Among
the papers on this subject read by the Clerk,
were the report of the commission of a con-
ference with a committee of United Synod,
containing propositions for a union mutually
agreed on, which had Leen transmitted to Pres-
byteries, and for their considcration; reports
from five-out of six Presbyterics conuected
with Syned, respecting these propositions, all
approving of the contemplated union ; and the
following decuments transmitted by the Mode-
rator of the United Synod at their recent
Session :—

EMORESTVILLE, June 20th 1840.
RevERRSD AxD Dear Sin: )

You will sce by the documenis handed 10 you
by Messrs. King, M‘Clatchey and Johason, that we
have again considered the subject of the union, and it
is with pleasure we inform you that the resolutivns on
this subject have passed unanimously.

* The farmula, which you seat to us some years age,
was read, in order that the subject might be fully wn-
derstood.  No unwillingness was expressed to sign
this ducument, on the ground that it referred 10 the
interanl affairs of the church, and not to patronage.—
The deputation will further explain this it necessary.

- With regacd 10 the fourth resolution, it i5 w0 be
understood that it was introduced not with the de-
sign to throw any obstacle i the way of the union,
but as the Presbyterian Church of Ireland s in cen-
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nexion with the Church of Scatland, and these minis-
ters are already admissible imto your Synod, we can
see no difficulty in the way of itsintroduction.

We would also further state, thatso far as we know
our sessions and congregations will full in with tho
measure.

We would further obscrve, that in thie event of the
union taking place, and should the Sysod of Canada,
at any luture time vequire the records of the United
Synod und Preshyteries, there will be no objection
10 their being deiivered up.

We cannot but think, that the terms now proposed,
will be received by your Synod, and appreciated in
the spirit of mutual and christian love.  We do as-
sure you dear Sir, that wedesire this wnion, froma
conviction that it will promote the cause of piety in
general, and the extension and establishment of 1he
Presbyterian cause ia particular.

We siucerely hope, that if the terms now forward-
ed, be agreed to, and a univn happily formed, st will
remove at Jeast sume of tiie barviers in the way to
Lrotherly Im"e),ﬂxc exercise of christian imtercourse,
ministerial uscfulness, and gencral cosoperation in ob-

Jecets of public wility.

With semtiments of christian esteem, and Loping
the Lord will direct and bless ail your deliberations
and endeavors 1o promote: his glory.

We are yours in the bonds of christian love,
JOSEPH ANDIERSON, Moderator.
WILLIAM SMART, Statcd Clerk.

To the Rev. Rognrt MGy,

Mode-ator of the Synod of Canada.

After mature deliberation on the subject of a union
with the Synod of Canada, in connection with the
church of Scotland, the Synod being deeply impressed
with the sense of tize imporance and beneficial eficts
thutwould arise from the said union, in promoting the
peace and prosperity of U.e Redeemer’s Kingdom in
this colony, were unanimons in adopting the foliowing
as the basis of a unioa:—

I. That a certified copy of the Roll of the United
Syned, be presented to the Synod of the Presbyterian
Church of Canuda, in conneciion with the church of
Scotlund, exhibiting the orders in which the members
entered into the Synod.

IL “That tho ministers of the United Synod, before
takirg theirseat, cither in the Szued of Canada, or
Preslivteries will sign the uswal fornulx for Ministers
of the Chiarch of Scotland.

TI. That the Synod of Carada will in 2o manrer
interfere with the government allowance, as now and
herewfore receivedd by the members of the United Sy-
nod, untit other armngements ave mads by the gov-
ernment for the whole Syned.

1V, That ministers coming from the Presbyterian
Church of Irelund, and having reccived a collegiate
cducation, and otkerwise qualificd, will be admissible
into said Syno:l.

V. Thatafter the Roll of the United Synod is added
w© the Roll of the Synod of the P'resbyterian Church
of Canada, the Synod as thus constituted, will atach
the members of the United Synod to their respective
Presbyteries.

We hereby certify that the above is atrue copy.

JOSEPIl ANDERSON, Aloderator.
WWILLTAM SMART, Stated Clerl

Demorestrille, Juna 29, 1840.



Roll of tha United Synod of the Presbylerian
Church of Upper Canada.

WILLIAM SMART,.....ooo.. Brockeille.
ROBERT BOYD,eovon coinen Prescott.
WILTIAM KING, o vvievianens Nelsan.

JOUN GEMMELL,. ..ol Lanark.
ROBERT LYLE,........ e Cinch.

JOHN BRYNING,...... eeeeaa Mount Plcasant.
GEORGE M!CLATCUHEY,...... Clinlon.
JAMES ROGERS,.-e..cvaaeuen Demaresteille.
THOMAS JOIHNSON,...... ... Chinguacousy.
JOSEPIT ANDERSON,......... South Gower.
JAMES DOUGLAS,cev oot Cavan.
JAMES CATRNS.coivveinennnn No Charge.
JOTIN DICKEY,cevnviiaiiaans Williamsburgh.
SAMUEL PORTER,....ccouttn Trafalgar.
ALEXANDER LEWIS,........Mono.

ISAAC PURKRIS,..ovvianenan. Osnabruck,
DANIEL W. EASTMAN,...... Grimshy.

JAMES M'AULEY, Probationer.
Sianed in the name and behalf of the United Synod
of the Presbyterian Church of Upper Canada,
this twenty-ninth day of June, 1340,
JOSEPH ANDERSON, Moderator.
WILLIAM SMART, Stated Clerk.

It was moved by M. Stark, of Dundas, seconded by
Mr. Murray, of Oukville, that the Synod, fecling deep-
Iy, according 1o their ofien repeated declarations, the
desirableness and importance of unionamong Preshy-
teriaas, with a view to the interests of Religion, and
the Church of Gop in this Proviuce, rejoice at the
spirit which has been manifested by the United Synod,
in the dozuments tansmitted by them, and, with re-
ference to former and long continued enquiries by this
Synod on the subject, resolve to receive the attested
yoll of the United Synod, now presented, as evidence
of the regular ministerial standing and character of
the Ministers whose names appear thercan, and to
2dd thie said nawes, as they Liereby do, to the roll of
thiis Synad, in terms of the first, sccond and fifth of
the serics of resolutions passed by the United Synod,
a3d now prezented to this Synod—and further, t0add
the said names o tie rolls of the respective Presbyte-
riss of this Syucd within whose bounds they severatly
reside, according to the former arrangement, and en-
join said Presbyieries to receive said ministers res-
pectively upon their signing the usual formula for
Ministers of the Church of Scotland, viz:—

Mr. WILTAM SMART, Brockuille, to the Presby-
tery of Bathurst.
Mr. ROBERT BOYD, Prescolt, wo the Presbytery of

Bathurst.
Mr. WILLIAM KING, Neisox, to the Preshytery of
ITamilton. '

Mr. JOHN GEMMELL, Lanar, to the Presbytery
of Bathurst.

Mr. ROBERT LYLE, Finck, to the Presbytery of
Glengarry. .

Me JOHN BRYNING, ount Picasant, to the
Preshytery of Hamilion.

020 Procecdings of Synod.

Mr. GEORGE M‘CLATCHEY, Clinton, to the
Presbytery of Hamilton.

Mr. JAMES ROGERS, Demorestville, to the Pres-
bytery of Kingston.

Mr. THOMAS JOHNSON, Clhinguacousy, to the
Presbytery of Tororto.

Mr. JOSEPH ANDERSQN, Soutk Gower to the
Presbytery-of Bathurst,

Mr. JAMES DOUGLAS, Cazan, to the Presbytery
of Kingston,

Mr. JAMES CAIRNS, no charge.

Mr. JOHN DICKEY, Williamsburgh, 1o the Pres-
bytery of Glengarry.

Mr. SAMUEL PORTER, Frafulgar, to the Pres-
bytery of Toronto.

Mr. ALEXANDER LEWIS, Mono, to the Preshy-
tery of Toronto.

My, ISAAC PURKIS, Osnabruck, tothe Presbytery
of Glengarsy.

Mr. DANIEL W. EASTMAN, Grimsdy, to the
Presbytery of Hlamilton,

Mr. JAMES M{AULEY, Probationer.

It was moved in amendment by Dr. Mathie~
son of Montreal, scconded by Mr. Alexan-
der of Cobourg, that after the word “re-
solve®” in the motion, all that follows be struck
out and the following substituted, ¢that a
committ¢e be appointed by this Synod to con-
fer with the United Synod, or a committee of
that body, to prepare a report on the evidence
that may be lmd before them, 1st. Of the
ministerial character of those proposed to be
received into union with the Synod. 2d. Of
the course of study they have required from their
licentiates. 3d. Of their willingness and the
willingness of their congregations to acknow-
ledge the doctrines and discipline of the
Church of Scotland and to submit to the juris-
diction of this Synod, and that upon receiving
a favorable report on these subjects the Com-
mission of Synod be instrucied to lay said re-
port along with a deliverance of their own,
thorcon, bofore the Committee of the General
Assembly on Colonial Churches, and to crave
their advice as to the manner in which they
shall be best able constitationally to cffect the
contemplated union, and that provided this
advice prove favorgble to the union, the Com-
mission be instructed to carry it into cffect.

On this motion and amendment, a long and
arimated debate cnsued, which was conducted
on both sides in 2 very candid and temperate
manner, all partics agreeing as to the desirea-
bleness of the vnion, und only differing as to
the mode and time of accomplishing it. In op-
position to Dr. Mathicson’s propositions, asin-
volving farther enquiry and delay, it was strong=

~e
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ly argucd by some of the speakers, that con-
ferences on the subject of the union had now
been carried on between the two bodies for se-
ven years and upwards, embracing every point
of investigation that could with propriety be
suggested, so that the members of this Synod
were in fact now fully possessed of all requi-
site information respecting the character of the
United Synod both collectively and individual-
ly; in particular that the great majority of the
ministers of the United Synod were ordained
or licensed in the General Synod of Ulster, and
the Seeession Synod of Ireland, which bodies
were now united, and in full ministerial com-
munion with the Church of Scotland; that they
had made repeated and solemn declarations now
again renewed to this Synod of their adherence
and that of their people, to the doctrine and
discipline of the Church of Scotland, in allres-
peets, as also of their cordial and entire con-
currence with this Synod, as to the standard of’
ministerial education to be'‘established and main-
tained in this country,—that on account of the
carly period of their organization, the smallness
of their numbers for many years, the great

distinces at which they were settled from one

another, and especially their want of direct
connection with and support from any other
church, they had labored under peculiar disad-
vantages in the receiving of new ministers, and
in exercising an effective supetintendence, but
had been enabled notwithstanding, to maintain
all along a character for respectability and use-
fulness in the country, asis farther evidenced
by the countenance and support which they
have received for many years from the British
Government. It was also argued with refer-
ence to the Parent Church, that the Synod
having endeavoured in this measure, in itself so
fully in accordance with the wisc and compre-
Liensive policy recently pursucd by the General
Assembly, to follow out in all respects the
principles and spirit, by which she has been
guided in similar matters, it could not be deem-
ed necessary or proper to incur new delays,
with all the hazards of misunderstanding and
cstrangement, which accompany delay in such
matters, for the mere formality of a reference
the result of which conld not be doubtful—and
farther that there was a manifest impropriety in
making such a reference—an impropriety which
would be embarrassingly felt by any judicatory
of the Parent Church, arising out of the consid-
cration, thatin order to pronounce a wise and
splutary judgment in such a case, a multiplicity
of particulars must be taken into view, which

could not possibly be embodied in 2 reference
foradvice of the nature contemplated in the
amendment.  After lengthened deliberation the
vote was called for, and the motion was car-
ried all but unanimous'y—Dr. Mathieson, and
Messrs. Alexander and Mackintosh, entering
therr dissent. The Synod thereafter engaged
in prayer for the divine blessing on the measure
thus adopted. It was then ordered, that the
minute on this subject be printed, and copies
thereof transmitted to the several brethren
thus added to the Synod, and that the Modera-
tor communicate the deliverance of the Synod
in this matter to His Excellency the Licutenant.
Governor. .

At the evening scderunt, after. hearing ser-
mon from the Rev. Mr. Reid, who preached
from 2 Cor. v. & 20, the Synod called for-the
various documents given in by the Moderator
and Commission, respecting the establishment
of Quecn’s College, the reading of which oc-
cupied thie Synod until the time of adjourn-

‘ment.

" At the diet of Saturday, after the transaction.
of routine business and appointment of com-
mittees to draft addresscs to the Queen, and to
the Governor General and Licutenant Governor,
the Synod resumed consideration of Queen’s
College, and it was moved by the Rev.
Mr McKillican, scconded by Mr. William
McMllan, ruling elder—That the proceedings
of commission in regard to Queen’s College be
approved of; and that the thanks of the Synod
be given to the commission for their exertions
in behalf of this important undertaking. This
motion gave rise to considerable discussion, es-
pecially with regard to certain changes which
had been made with the sanction of the com-
mission, on th draft of the college incorpora-
tion bill, prepared by the Synod at the last
session, and to certain defects and objectionablo
provisions which'the bill,as finally enacted, was
ailedged to contain. Themotion however wag
passed with only one disscnting voice, the
members of commission of course declining to
vote. It may be staied here that various mea-
sures were subsequently argued upon by the
Synod, with the view of extending the sub-
scriptions and -contributions in this country in
behalf of the college—~Presbyterians being en-
joined forthwith to renew their exertions in
this respeet, under the superintendence of .the
commission. The Synod also recorded their
approbation of the mission to Great Britain in
behalf of the College, about to be undertaken
at the request of the Trustees, by Dr. Gook of
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Qucbee, and Mr. Rintoul of Sticetsville, a mi-
nute was agreed to, earnestly recommending
then and the object of their mission to the parent
church and to all interested in the prosperity
of this institution. Various documents in the
Synod’s possession containing information res-
pecting the religious destitution of Canada, and
especially of the presbyterian population, were
ordered to be committed to these brethren, with
a request that they will use their best endea-
vours to procure a more adequate, and regular
sapply of missionaries. It was agreed tha} the
evening of Saturday be set apart for devotional
excrcises, which Messrs. Stark and Bayne
were appointed to conduct, and an adjournment
accordingly took pluce until Monday morning.

During the diet of Monday, the Synod-
agreed to an amendation of an act passed at a
former session in regard to the admission of
ministers and probationers of the Synod of
Ulster, substituting the words % Presbyterian
Church in Ireland,” for the words ¢ Synod of
Ulster.” Overtures on the present tenures of
church property, and for a more uniform and
efficient method of registering marriages, bap-
tisins -and deaths, were next taken up, and
were eventually referred to a commiitee, of
which the Rev. Mr. McGill was appointed
convencr, with instructions to investigate the
subjects of the overtures, as also to call for the
opinion of Presbyteries on the report on the
constitution of Churches, formally transmitted,
and to report fully on these matters, and in such
form as they may see fit at next session of
Synod.

The report on the Synod Library and on
Psalinody, were also made at this diet, and in
connexion with the former a vote of thanks was
passed to the British and Foreign Bible Society
for o valuable donation of the Scriptures in the
original tongues, received from that society.—
The Rev. Mr. Machar of Kingston through
whom the donation was received, was appoint-
ed to communicate the acknowledgements of
the Synod to the Society. The library is to be
removed to Kingston as soon as the trustees
of the College provide a suitable place for
it. As to the Psalmody report, the Synod
seemed to be under the impression that the
parent church is about to take up the subject
and on that ground resolved to defer farther
proceedings in the matter for the present.—
The remainder of the diet was principally oc-
cupied in hearing and deciding several cases of
discipline brought up by appeal, and before ad-
journing it was agreed that the cvening be set

apart for prayer .in behalf of missions, with
addresses on the subject, and Messrs. Rintoul,
Rogers, Campbell, and George, were appoint-
ed to corduct the exercises. This proved «
very interesting meeting, and it mey be here
conveniently noted, that on the following day
an overture on the duty of the church in regard
to the conversion of the heathen, became the
subject of discussion in the Synod. The over-
ture was eventually adopted, and the Synod re-
commended that meetings at stated periods be
established in all the congregations within their
bounds, for prayer m.behall of the success of
missions, and for communicating information
respecting the progress of missionary enter-
prise throughout the world, as also that collec-
tions be made at such meetings in aid of the
General Assembly’s East India Mission, or for
any other missionary purpose, that may com-
mend itself to the Kirk Sessions and congrega-
tions,

Besides the subject last mentioned, the Synod
was engaged on the diet of Thursday, in con-
sidering the subject of intemperance, in con-
nection with an overture from the Presbytery

of Hamilton. Among other points connected'

with this important matter, the present indis-
criminate and unliniited issue of tavern licenses

was animadverted on, and the Commission was'

instructed to institute an inquiry on the whole
subject, and report at next session of Synod.—
At this diet an overture also came up for dis-
cussion, regarding a matter of great impott-

ance, on the opening of a communication with

other denominations, with the view of estab-
lishing some common and suitable arrangement
in regard to their mutual admission of individu-
als to Church privileges, transferring  them-
selves from one denomination to another,
Church order and the ends of discipline being
greatly injured and impeded by many practices
which at present prevail in this respect. It
was felt in the course of the discussion, that
the subject was involved in many difficulties,
but the importance of the end to be attained,
induced the Synod to refer the overture to the
Presbytery of Bathurst, to enquire for them,
and report at next session. The only other
part of the proceedings we can notice, is the
report on ordinary preshyterial visitation of
Churches, prepared by the Presbytery of To-
ronto, in accordance with a resolution passed
at last Session. Considerable difference of
opinion was exhibited in regard to this measure,
and it wasat last resolved, that the report be
transmitted to Presbvteries to cxamine and

~
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Synod Library.

mature their opinions on the scheme, and to
report at next Session.

The forcgoing affords only an imperfect
sketch of the proceedings, and when the min-
utes ave printed we shall have it in our power
to fill it up. We only .farther vemark, that
throughout the whole Session the greatest or-
der and harmony prevailed. The Syned, ac-
cording to the usual courses, ought to have

.
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met ut Montreal next year, but in consideration
of the business connected with Queen’s Col-
lege likely to require theattention of the Synod
and T'rustees, the next meeting was appointed
to be holden at Kingston, on the first Thursday
of July, 1841. After an address by the Mo-
deratory the Session was closed with prayers,
praise, and the Apostolic benediction.

SYNOD LIBRARY.

{0 the Editor of the Canadian Christian Exammer.]

MR. Emtor,~The notice in your number for
May, of a contribution for the Synod Library, reminds
me of another for the same object, which has not yet
been noticed.  In the autumn of 1833, I called on my
congregation for a collection for purchasing books that
might be useful for our divinity students, instead of
the usual missionary collection, thero being at the
time no missionary within the bounds of the Presby-
tery of Toronto. The sum thus realised amounting
to £2 11s Gd, was with a balance of £3. 53, duc to
the Glasgow Colonial Missionary Society tronsmitted
to Dr. Buras, the indefatigable sceretary of that so-
ciety; with a request, that he would expend the col-
lection-on copies of the Scriptures in the original lan-
guages, and other books useful for their interpretation.
In the course of last year I received a goodly parcel
of books, for which the whole of my remittunco at
least, must have been given. 1 subjoin a list of these
below. It may shew how judiciously and generously
the commission was exccuted. It will be proper to
give some of these books to ourstudents; and a small
donation from them has already been made. But se-
veral deserve to have an honorable place on the shelves
of the University Library. They shall be transmitted
to Kingston on the first intimation of the University’s
bewng actually organised. Dr. Burans, it will be re-
membered, sent out two years ago about 100 volumes,
chiefly from his own library, for the commencement
of o library.

‘The friends and benefactors of the University should
keep this department in mind, whenthey are exerting
themselves to promote its welfare. A good library in
such an institntion is only sccoud in importance to
good professors.  If, as we desire, both are brought
together in our institution, then may our studerits be
privileged to conversv at the same time with the best
and wisest of the living and the dead.

I am yours, &c.
"W RiNTOUL.

Strectsville, 22nd June, 1840,

Bools for Divinily Students and Library.

Greek Testaments, various cditions, some valuable,

COPICSsacesesscesee sotesroccsscscsncence 7
Schreveliu’s Lexicon, various cditions, copicse... 3
Schleusner’s Lexicon to Greek Testament, abridg’d

by Dr. Carey, Voleasseessosessceosssoacans
Parkhurst’s Lexicon for ditto, Yoheeeesstovess s
Hebrew Bibles, common cdition, copieSeess sans
Hebrew Testaments, common edition, copies....
Ilebrew Bible, by Michaclis, volsieessoceasaeas
Castel’s Hebrew Lexicon, volicesesesccececanes
Rosenmuller’s Scholia on New Testament, vols... 5
Bicl’s Lexicon for tho Septuagint, vols.eeessees 3

Total vOlUMESe soeaascomecncesael?
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REGISTER—ANCASTER, 1840:
. Thermometer. Barometer.
DATE. WEATHER.
Ga. a9 r.a 9a. M. | 9r o m.
June 1 58°| 50°[f 28.98 ] 29.02 {{Misty, moderate thundex showers.
2 53 54 .98 | 28.88 ||Ditto  ditto ditto.
3 67 66 «80 -G8 )| Mostly cloudy, slight shower in the evening.
4 65 60 74 -84 |[Fair and clecar.
5 63 63 .93 -90 ([Ditto, ditto.
6 68 50 .80 .86 ||Cloudy, windy, a little rain in the cvening.
7 52 52 29,17 | 29.25 [[Mostly cloudy.
8 60 57 .38 «33 ||Fair and clear.
9 | 6 | 60 .41 .34 |Ditto, ditto.
30 69 69 .38 «31 [|Ditto, ditto.
! 72 77 +26 .16 |Ditto, ditto.
12 76 G9 .11} 28.95 {IDay fair, thunder showers evening and nighe.
13 66 63 .03 | 29.12 [|Fair and clear. [the evening.
14 G5 62 15 .08 ||Ditto, ditto, a. m., partly cloudy, p. m., slight shower in
15 60 58 .12 <12 [|Fair and clear.
16 | 63 | 63 17 .18 ||Ditto, ditto. i
17 63 60 21 +08 j|Ditto, ditto, thunder shower in the night.
18 64 59 .02 .10 {|Partly cloudy.
19 | 60 G0 .04 .05 [|Ditto, ditto. windy.
20 63 G8 .05 | 28.99 |[Fair and clear. [evening:
21 74 63 28,94 .91 |IDitto, ditto, a. m., cloudy p. m., moderate shower in the
29 69 66 29,01 | 29.15 |iFair and clear, .
23 71 69 .25 .21 lDitto, ditto,
24 74 77 .20 .13 {[Ditto. ditto,
a5 70 64 .13 .05 |IDitto, ditto, windy.
26 66 5 01| 28.95 [[Cloudy a. m., misty, moderate showers .M.
o7 67 63 28.94 .94 {IMostly cloudy, a little rdin in the morning.
28 69 67 .98 .92 ||Fair,, partly cloudy.
29 73 74 .94 +90 [(Cloudy a. m., clear p. m., thunder shower in the night.
30 65 | 57 29.00 | 29.12 [[Mostly cloudy.
Means.|65.56 | 63 29,07 | 29.05

Mean temperature of the month, 64°, 28, Highest, 84°., Lowest 47 ©.,



