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PREFACE TO VOLUME XIIL

Another volume of the Magazine having now been completed, it devolves
upon the Editor to sum up the year’s proceedings in a few words that may
apply to the twelve monthly numbers as a whole.

The size of our regular issues has been enlarged during the past year to
40 pages, besides which 24 extra were furnished to subseribers in July and
8 in October, so that the present volume forms 2 goodly octavo of 512 pages,
over 100 more than were given for the sawe price in each of the preceding
eight years.

It may be interesting to our friends to know that of these 512 pages, 147
(more than one fourth) have been written by the cditor, and 241 (almost
one-half) by various contributors, leaving but 124 (scarcely one-fourth) to
bave been selected from books or periodicals. Three-fourths of original mat-
ter is a very large proportion for a Canadian religious journal to furnish,
especially as the whole of it is gratuitous. No less than sixty writers have
enriched our pages with origipal articles, letters, poetry, or news, in addition
to sixteen who have sent “ official ”” communications.

Our most hearty thanks are offered to all these valued collaborateurs, with
whom our relations ave been so pleasant. We have seldom had occasion to
decline papers that have been sent for publication, and writers have placed
their productions in our hands in such a spirit of confidence, that the neces-
sary work of revision and abridgement has heen rendered comparatively easy.

Having so constanta plethora of other contributions, we have not been able
to avail ourselves so frequently as we should otherwise have been glad to do.
of that ¢special co-operation” promised by Rev. W. F. Clarke. He has
however, supplied us with several valuable articles, whizh have added much
to the interest of the magazine.

It has gone far to compensate ug for our monthly task, which has required
far more ¢ime and thought than the inexperienced would imagine, to hear
from so many quarters—from pastors aud officers of churches and other sub-
seribers, and from our contemporaries in the Provinces, the United States
and Great Britain—that the INDEPENDENT has been so warmly appreciated
by its various readers. )

The enterprise of the proprietors, in enlarging the magazire, has not been
responded to as fully as we expected, and had a right to expect, in the
increase of subseribers. Still it is a cheering faet that the increase ig very
much larger than for several years past, and that remittances have been more
promptly made. All who are concerned in this undertsking are deeply
indehted to the Publisher for the carefulness, accuracy and zeal with which
ke discharges bis important duties:

The Annual Meeting of the ¢Canadian Independent Publishing Com-
pany’”’ will be held in a few days hence, but too late for us to announce, at
present, any arrangements for the next volume. The past, however, encour-
ages the hope that the magazine will be vigorously sustained, and become
more and more effective in its important work.

F.H M

Toronto, May 22, 1867.
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OUR THIRTEENTH VOLUME.

This month the Canadian Independent comes into iis teens. When thus
passing from childhood into youth, it ought to exhibit signs of growth and
coming manhood ; and we are happy to be able to refer to the proceedings in
connection with it at the late Union Meeting, in proof that its look into the
future is one of hope and vigour. It has long outlived the era of chronic
indebtedness, and now ventures to enlarge its borders. The proprietorship is
placed on a better understood footing, and is to assume the shape of a legal

“corporation. It is a part of their plan, when they feel able to compass it, to
make that fuller use of the power of the press which the age demands, and for
want of which the denomination has suffered.

¢ Putting on our harness” again, we are warned *not to boast.” Yet we
feel that we are justified in expecting to produce a periodical that will be
increatingly worthy of the confidence and support which this has received
ever since its establishment. The enlargement of its size by one-fourth during
, the coming year will not only enable us to provide more matter for our readers,
-but a greater variety of it. The more hopeful spirit in which the Union
Meeting left the pastors and delegates of the churches will be reflected in oup

_columns, The general agreement to which they were enabled to arrive in
_respect to matters long debated, will probably prevent the renewal of the
painful discussions of which the Independent has lately beer the vehicle.
i We trust, therefore, that we shall be able to carry into execution some
{of our long-cherished plans for the improvement -of the magazine, especlally
iin these departments: the practical development of our principles in their
iapplication to the several departments of church life and work; notices of the
;:%litcrature of the day; and matter suitable for personal edification and family
sreading.

We not only count upon the “special co-operation” which the proprietors
bave sccured from Rev. W. F. Clarke, but also upon the aid of other able

“pens among the ministers and members of the churches. While we cordially
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invite and will thankfully welcome their assistance in any depariment, we
would most emphatically urge upon them the duly of communicating to their
brethren, through us, information of those facts of general interest which
are oceurring in every church throughout the year, but of which the greater
part are buried out of sight. We do not ask for the publication of such
particulars as would obtrude personal feclings and private affairs indelicately
upon the public, or react injuriously at home; but we are convinced that,
after ruling out all that would come under such a description, there remains
a great mass of material which ought to be imparted to us, and would be
interesting and helpful to the entire brotherhood. There are missionary
journeys undertaken by individual ministers, with or without the prompting
of a committee, which must supply incidents as well worthy of publication as
those of the collecting deputations. The labours of pastors are diversified
with various fac!s and experieaces, the recital of which would be a general
benefit. Practical plans that are found successful for any part of a church’s
work, should be described here, that all may know and prove them. Notices
of new books that may come into our readers’ hands we shall be always glad
to receive.  Many a fact and thought, of which they have said, I have half
a mind to send that to the Independent,” but which has never been put to the
pen, we would hope may now see thelight.  We would invite not only ministers,
but laymen, not only our masculine but our feminine readers, not only the
experienced but youthful writers as well, to favour us with contributions.

To all who may do so, we would give these plain practical hints. Be brief,
that your article may be inserted promptly, and be read. Write in time: the
twentieth day of the month is the last day on which itis safe to have anything
reach us for the next issue; it will be a great convenience to the Editor, and
geverally quite as easy for any contributor, to anticipate that date. Be sure
that your topic is one of present, living, and general interest. And reraember,
that you are more likely to succeed in prose than in verse.

THE UNION MEETING NUMBER.

The present number of the magazine is double the former size, 64 pages.
This increase has been made with the help of the Urion, the College, and
the Missionary Society, in order to present full reports of their Annual
Meetings, which were important, and the transactions of which should be
read at length by all interested in the cause. We have also prepared,
with considerable care, notices of the more important English avuviversa-
ries, which will repay perusal. As these statements had to be prepured
after the meetings, and during an editorial tour for recreation (!), we are
a little after date in publishing, Next month we shall return to our usual
time, and subside into our new standard of 49 pages.

.
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« ONE DOLLAR A YEAR, IN ADVANCE.”

At the rigk of being considered “a terrible dun,” we will take the liberty of
reminding our subscribers, as the publisher will do by his significant “ 1" at
the right hand of each person’s name that has not paid for tbe new year, that
payment is now due for the volume (XIII) commencing this month. We
should be sorry to be counted impatient and over-urgent by any good friend
who is actually unable to be prompt: let no such person take our line upon
line amiss.  We write for the benefit of those good, casy souls to whom a
dollar now is just the same as a dollar at any time, but who want resolution to
mail it to Mr. Christic on the day. The number of such on our list is large
enough to keep our finances behindhand through the year. Tet this word to
the wise be enough.

NEW SUBSCRIBERS.

No time is more favourable for obtaining new subscribers for the Znde
pendent than the present, when the new volume begins with the mam-
woth puwher for July. We must depend upon the voluntary co-opera-
tion of friends for keeping up and increasing our subscription list, for it
is impossible to incur the expense of a travelling \gency. Oceasionally,
it is true, some friend about to pass through the churches on other busi-
ness, has been asked to have an eye to this; but such ecases have been
rare and exceptional. Deaths, removals, change of circumstances, and
other causes, are constantly thinning our list; and, we are sorry to say,
that the additions aupually made to it do not compensate for these losses.
We feel that we have a new and special claim on the exertions of our
fricods in every part of the Province: for the proprietors, in the true
spirit of enterprise, and for the good of the denomination, have taken
adrantage of the improvement in the receipts during the past year, to
yield to our urgency for an enlargement of the magazine. They will need
8150 to $200 more during the publication of this volume, to put them
in as good a financial position as that which they occupy to-day! Let
them not feel that they have counted in vain upon their efforts being
seconded by the body at large. The amount of additional matter given
last year, over the stipulated 82 pages a month, was 28 pages, nearly an
extra number : this year it will be 120 pages, almost four extra numbers,
the price being unchanged.

Dr. Wilkes told the Union, at Moatreal, that the subscription list ought
to be raised at once to 1,500 or 2,000, and told his own people that they
should take 200 or 300 copies instead of 100. After the success which ke
bad in doubling the Montreal missionary subscription, we have strong hope
that he will realise his idea in our case also. We are persuaded that the
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matter nceds but to be properly urged upon the people, to cusure like
success cverywhere.

Canvassers will remember that they may retain 20 per cent. of all funds
reccived from new subscribers.

THE IFREE LIST AGAIN.

‘We hope that our public-spirited, generous, and dollar-full friends, while
remitting their own subscriptions for the current year, will not forget the
suggestions we bave often made in relation to the free list. We can find
scope for the distribution of hundreds of copies in this way. The monthly
magazine would thus be made a most valuable auxiliary to pastors and
missionaries, while the addition made to our own resources would enable us
to improve it more and more.

THE “ INDEPENDENT” AT THE UNION MEETING.

According to the notice given in our last issue, the Proprietors of this
Magazine held {heir Annual Meeting during the recent session of the Con-
gregational Union, and reported to that body, on Friday morning, the condi-
tion of the undertaking and their arrangements for the future. As some
changes of importance have been made, we will present their statement with
some fulness of detail.

The Publishing Agent’s accounts exhibited receipts during the year as
follows :—For Vol, VI, $12; Vol. VIL, 816; Vol. VIIL, $21; Vol. IX,,
$41; Vol. X, $69 85; Vol. XI,, $188 83; Vol. XIL, $456 30; Vol.
XIIL, 846 85; Vol. XIV., 84; Vol. XV., 81: for advertisements, &e.,
835 50; total (including a balance from last year of $38 07), $929 90, being
$247 55 more than last year, and $96 more than in any previous year since
the Independent came into the hands of the present proprietary. The expenses
of publication, including arrears due for Vol. X1, with a small allowance to
the Editor, absorbed the entire income, leaving $122 still due. Notwith-
standing the wnusual promptness of remittances, there were still due on
account of the last volume fully $400, besides several hundreds of dollars
on account of preceding years. Iincouraging as the above statement is,
comparatively, it is evident that there is still room for improvement. This,
we trust, succeeding years will show.

The vew arrangements in relation to the proprietorship will be found fully
explained in the following document which was read to the Union, after being
adopted by the proprietors. The statements of past transaetions were care-
fully estracted from the minutes of former Union Meetings, and from the
fyles of the Independent itself. They will no doubt be read with interest by
those who concern themselves with the fortunes of their denominational
argan, and will be also useful for future reference.
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THE ¢ INDEPENDENT’ AT THE UNION MEETING. 5

The Canadian Independent was originated at the first meeting of the Con-
gregational Union of Canada, held in Montreal, in June, 1854, a committee
being then appointed by that body ¢ to make arrangements for the publica-
tion of a monthly periodical,’””—the Union also #undertaking any pecuniary
responsibilities that may accrue during the first year,” and ¢ pronouncing aun
opiuion for the guidance of the committee that Rev. W. I, Clarke, would be
the editor chosen by this Union; thut arrangements should be made to pay
the editor a salary ; and if there be profits in the future, they shall be paid to
the Union funds.” Personal guarantecs against loss were given by several
members.

That committee, constituted of pastors and others from Hamilton westward,
at once met, and arranged for the issue of a semi-monthly journal, eight
pages quarto, with Rev. W, F. Clarke, then of Londen, C. W, as editor, and
the fixst number was published by him accordingly on the 24th July following.

At the Union meeting at Kingston, June, 1853, * Rev. J. Wood reported
on behalf of the Periodical Publication Committee,” when it appeared that
the expenses had exceeded the receipts ; and resolutions were passed,—1. That
£50 cy. should be the editor's salary for the foregoing year. 2. That unpaid
subscrintions and guarantees be called in at once, any deficiency being met
from the Union funds. 3. That the editor’s conduct of the paper had even
surpassed expectation. 4. That the Union could no longer guarantee against
loss. 5. That «although th~ resources of this body forbid its being a relia-
ble security against pecuniary .isk, its members would individually give their
warmest support to a paper of such a character as the Cunadian Independent
has been.”

Subsequently, during the same session, after a statement by Rev. W. F.
Clarke, it was ZResolved, ¢ That the Union having heard with gratetul plea-
sure the intimation of Mr. Clarke, that, provided 1,200 subscribers be pledged
by his brethren, he would assume the responsibility of eoutinuing the Jnde-
pendent,—a subscription-list be immediately opened,” and a committee was
appointed to complete said list. They reported, before the Union rose, a
guarantee of £31 5s. for the next two issues. In the second of these, it was
announced that, though the required list had not been obtained, “the Canadion
Independent would go on.”  The form was now changed to that of a folio of
four pages. :

At the Union meeting, in Hamilton, in June, 1856, Rev. W. ¥, Clarke
reported the following losses sustained by him in the publication of the Cana-
dign Independent.

The cost of vol. I. had been exceeded by the receipts, (the latter including
paywments on account of guarantees,) only 8s. 13d., to which the Union’s funds
had added only £4 10s. toward the salary of £50. The cost of vol. I1. was
£208; the receipts, £209 ;—deficiency, £89. There were 400 subscribers
in arrears. There was a further loss of fully £100 on account of the printing
office, which he had purchased.

Whereupon it was Resolved,—* That a committee be appointed to obtain
subscriptions without delay to make up, if pussible, the sum of £150 as a
compensation to Rev. W. F. Clarke, for his services in conducting the
Canadian Independent.”

At the same meeting it was announced that Mr. George E. Thomas, of
Toronto, would assume the risk of publication for the coming year, and that
Rev. F. H. Marling, who had conducted the paper for the preceding two
months, would remain in charge.
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At the Union meeting, io Montreal, June, 1857, the committée on the
Liosses Fund reported that they had obtained £08 8s. 11d. towards the £150,
besides some amounts, not ascertained, that had been sent direct by the
donors to Mr. Clarke. .

It was then also announced, that Mr. Thomas, who Lad sustained some
loss, wishing to be relicved, Wm. Mellish, Esq., of Brantford, was prepared
to gnurantee the cost of publication for the cosuing year.

At the Union meeting at Brantford, June, 1858, it was reported that the
deficiency in Mr. Mellish’s receipts, behind the expenses of the year, was £70.
T'o prevent the recurrence of these aunual deficits, it was agreed to chauge
the form of the periodical to that of a monthly magazine, 32 pp. Svo.,
which could be get out at much less cost. Guarantees were given to
Mr. Mellish against loss ou the next volume by 13 persons, $20 each, in all
82060. At this meeting Rev. T. M. Reikie was appointed editor.

At the Union meeting in Toronto, in June, 1859, it was reported thas the
magazine had been ¢ self-sustaining” during the past year. Mr. Mellish
declining further responsibility, his labilities being still §250, it was resolved
to continue the magazine, and a committee was appeinted to obtain a proprie-
wary, guarantees to $100 having been given. It wus subsequently announced
in the magazive for the same month, that Revs. Dr. Wilkes, K. M. Fenwick,
A. Wickson and E. 3:4bs, with Messrs. G. Hague and E. Kiwmball, had become
such Proprietors, their responsibility conmmenciug with the new volume, In
their hands, with the addition of Messrs. C. Whitlaw and A. Christie, and Revs.
T. M. Reikie and F. Y. Marling, the Jadependent has since renmined, the
annual receipts having covered the cost of publication. On his return from
British Colawbia, Rev. W. F. Clarke was recognised as having a seat in the
iproprietary.  Xach year the proprietors have presented a statewment of their
affuirs to the Union, or its mewbers meeting as a “ conference of friends” of
the Canadian Tndependent.  The editor, proprietors and agent, have received
votes of thauks for theiv services to the denvminaiion, and means have been
taken to keep up the circulation.

At the prescat time, in consequence of the retirement of Rev. T. M.
Reikie, from the editorship, the removal of Rev. X. Kbbs and Mr. Kimbal)
from the Province, and the proposal of plans for the improvement of the
magazine, it becomes necessary to revise the arrangements for its publication,
and to put its future management on a well-understood aud permanent footing.

1t is evident from the furegoing rehearsal of past proceedings in the Cou-
gregational Union of Canads, that although that bodv—Dbaving originated
the Cunadian Independent and sustained it during the first year of its
.existence~—afterwards divested itself of pecuniary responsibility for want of
funds to take such a burden upou itself—it has recognized the claim of the
;periodical on its warm sympatby and support, as a most valuable aid to the
churches; and on the other hand, that the successive proprictors have
accepted their position as a Trust for the body at kuge. They have assumed
pecuuiary liabilitics as a serviee to the denowination, and have Jept up an
intimate, cordial, and confidential correspoudence with its representatives
-assewbled in the annual Union meetings.

On cvery account it is most desirable that such a happy relation should
contivue and be enswred for the future. The present proprietors have
adopted the following meusures to accomplish this end :—

1. That to make the interest of the denomination in the magazine still
more mavifest, the proprietors henceforth take the name of ¢ The Cunadian
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Independent Publishing Company,” and declare it to be their intention to
publish other denominational literature as they may be able, devoting all pro-
fits that may acerue to this purpose.

9. The number of members in the company shall be twelve.

3. Vacancies occurring in the membership of the company by death, resig-
nation, removal from the Province, or other causes, shall be filled up by the
remaining members, at their several anpual mectings, from among the
ministers or members of the Congregational Churches of British North
Auerica.

4. The officers of the Company shall be a President and a Secretary-Treas-
urer, to be clected annually.

5. The Company shall be organized in accordance with the provisions of
the Joint Stock Companies’ Act of Upper Canada.

Rev. J. Wood haviug been chesen a member in place of Rev. E. Ebbs,
removed from the Province, Mr. 8. Hodgskin in place of Rev. . M. Reikie,
retired, and Mr. P. W. Wood to fill a vacancy, the Company now cousists
of the following members: Mr. C. Whitlaw, Paris, C. W., President ; Mr.
A. Christie, Toronto, Secretary- Treasurer ; Revs. Dr. Wilkes, Dr. Wickson,
K. M. Fenwick, W. F. Clarke, F. H. Marling, J. Wood, Messrs. G. Hague,
E. Kimball, P. W. Wood and S. Hodgskin.

An Executive Cowmittee of five was appointed to attead to any business
requiring their action during the year.

Dr. Wilkes, by whom these statements were presented, proceeded to an-
nounce, that the proprietors had felt so much encouraged by the improvement
in the receipts for the Magazine, while the Editor had felt so much cramped
for want of space, that it had been determined to exlarge the Alagazine by
cight pages, making it 40 instead of 82 pages, in the sawe style as before,
without increasing the price; also, that Rev. F. H. Marling would be the
Lditor for the ensuing year, his predecessors, Revs. W. F. Clarke and T. M.
Reikie, having been requested to act as special contributors. He then made
an earnest plea for the Magazine, urging that its circulation be raised at once
to 1,500 or 2,000, ivasmuch as every member of our Churches, and cvery
family, suffered personal loss by rot reading its contents, which could be
found nowkere else.

A free conference followed upon the affairs of the Magazine, various sug-
gestions being made to the Editor which will be duly remembered, and plavs
discussed for improving the circulation. Amoug the latter the following
deserves record and imitation : the Chureh in Parig, C. W., recently appoint-

ed 2 Committee to obtain new subscribers and to collect subscriptions from
. those already on the list, and will thereby more than double the number taken
" in that locality !  If this were done cverywhere what might we not make of
the Independent ! .

The thanks of the Union were voted to the Editor, Agent and Proprietors
for their services during the past year.
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CONGREGATIONALISM :—¢« A BLESSING IS IN IT:”

BEING TIIE
ANNUAL SERMON
BEFORE THE CONGREGATIONAL UNION OF CANADA:
Preached in Montreal, on Thursday Fvening, June 1ith, 1860, by
REV. W. F. CLARKE.

Text: Jsaiak lxv,, 8, “ Thus saith the Lowp, Asthenew wine is found in the cluster,
and one saith, ])estmy it not; for a blecsmw is init: so will I do for my servants’
sakes, that Lnay not destroy them all.”

It will establish a clear understanding between preacher and hearers, and
promote the object of this discourse, if I frankly state at the outset, that I
intend applying the text to Congregationalism,—to shcw the blessing there i3
in it, and to urge the dxcsu.xsmn, ‘ DesTROY IT NOT.

Near]y all the vital piety that there isin the world is arrayed under certain
1svs, and is represented by the sum total of a number of denominations.
‘That there are evils growing out of the secr-life into which the Church has
developed, could easily be shown, but denominationuiism is far from being an
unmixed evil. To each of the great leading sects God has given certain “ele-
ments of moral power, and ccrt.un characteristics of mon] beauty. With
much that is common to all, cach has its distinctive features, and cach its
peculiar work. Sach 'lccordin«r to the number of living Christians there are
in it, contributes towards ma]mw up that blessed fellowship,—visible in its
mdmdualu_), but invisible in its boundaries and comprehensions, which we
call the Church of God on carth.

No denowination has a right to exist unless it can show that it has pecu-
liar _principles, conscxumousl_) held, the maintainance of which requires
distinet orwanization and action. Even outward and visible union among the
people of God is a most desirable thing, and is not to be sacrificed unless
there be that which is more nnport‘lnb to be gained thereby. Not every
phase of truth demands or justifies distinet denominational testimony in its
behalf.  The truth must be important enough to counterbalance the evil of
separation.  1f a servant of God regard himself as Divinely called to bear
witness concerning truths of maﬂ'mude, and that testimony cannot be given
arithout his tal\m« an attitude of distinctuess, he nced not hesitate as to his
duty. Sep'mmon is not necessarily antagonisn or even protest. Bug if it be
these,—and it may be—then duty is all the clearer. Yet, even when antago-
aism and protest are involved, it s quite possible, and a plain Christian duty,
20 speak the truth in love.

Now I have no hesitation in saying that to us as a denomination the charge
of certain great principles is committed, and from us the duty of testifying to
certain important truths is required by Hiw whom we eall Master and_ Lord.
And 1 am equally clear that at present we can only fullil our trust by stand-
ing distinet from others whom we rejoice to recognize as ¢ parl.ﬁxers of like
precious faith,” avd in all respects equals and brothren.

In speaking of Congregationalism, I would have it understood that more is
meaut than a form of ecclesiastical polity. The wistake is often commitied
of regarding it merely as a particular mode of church government, and it is
urged that it way be waintained i connection with this or that sct of reli-
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aious opinions and practices. So far as the management of its affairs by the
local church without interference from any outside ecclesinstical authority is
concerved, this is true, but this is only one of our distinctive features, and
that is not fully presented in the statement of it, which has just been given,
as T shall presently bave occasion to show. Besides this there is the spiritual
character of the membership,—the rejection of human standards of faith aund
practice,—the equality of all who belong to the brotherhocd, and the like.
These and other features are even more distinetive of Congregationalism
than the one partially delineated in the usual representation of it, adverted
to a moment ago. Unitarians and Universalists array themselves in self-
governed societies. So might any number of persons with the thirty-nine
articles as a creed, and the prayer-book as u ritual, while rejecting the con-
version test of admission, and having in the local church “lords muny.” One
feature of the systemn has a certain value, even when taken by itself, but it is
of the whole, and not of any one of its parts, however excelient, that T would
now speak.

I The “ blessing” there is in it, is varied and many-phased.

1. A blessing is in our foundation-principle, thut conversion is the one
qualification for a place in the church of Christ

The evils of indiscriminate communion, of geographical lines of fellowship,
of any and every letting down of the conversion qualification of church-mem-
bership are great and manifold. It is not, however, iy purpose to advert to
these, but rather point out sume of the positive good that results from making
the strait gate the door into the church, It is then a ereed in minature,—
a sort of mullum in parvo eshibition of evangeiical doctrine. Counversion
implies depravity : a nature wrecked and ruined. It iwplics moral helpless-
aess. It implies a power adequate to the task of renewing a fallen being.
{t implies a Divine ageney. It implies a {jfe,—the life of God in the soul of
man,—a life whose central pulsations reach to the remotest functions of the
ecclesiastical form in which it is embodied.

The Bible is full of root ideas : ideas that like dry insignificant grains of
wheat, have wonderful germs in them. Now here is one of these root ideas.
If we are to have a converted membership there must be within reach the
means of changing the hearts of unconverted people. There is unly one
power known to man by which the soul can be renewed, and the heart
changed. 1t is the atonement that effects the new birth, and conversion is a
phenomenon that can only take place under the preaching of Christ, and Iin
cructficd.  The Bible philosophy of conversion is given in those memorable
words of our Lord, «“ I if Tbe lifted up will draw all men unto me.” A
style of preaching that explains away the atonement effects no conversions
in the Scriptural sense. It may convert to a certain set of religious
opinions, but conversion as a great moral change which makss the man a
new creature, does not and casnmot occur under a winistry that is uofaith-
ful to the doctrine of atonement. It is the exhibition of ¢ Christ crucified,”
as the substitute for sinful men,—as the grand expedient by which the
law of God broken by us is magnified and made honourable in the sacri-
ficial death of our surety,—and as a basis for righteous forgiveness ;—it
is this that transforms, cleanses, and saves. It cannot be held forth with
Bible fuithfulness without earrying home conviction of guilt, danger, help-
essness, and need of an Almighty Savieur. Show a man that he has broken
the Divine law, that his character is entirely unholy, that he can neither
atone for his guilt nor wake his heart better, and that God pitying him_
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assumed our nature that he himself might bring salvation ;—let him sce
Jehoval’s yearning love,~—show him ¢ God manifest in the flesh” beaving
our sins in his own body ou the tree, let him gaze on Calvary,—* Behald
the Lawb of God that tuketh away the sin of the world :”"—“see from his
head, his hands, his feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down’’—let him
hear and understand the victorious death-cry of the Redeemer,—¢In 1s
FINISIED,” and u power is brought to bear adequate to the great result.
¢« Christ crucified” jmplies utter depravity, guilt, and helplessness,—sets
forth infinite, amazing mercy—Dbrings a salvation all of grace: renews the
heart: binds the pardoned sinner in grateful allegiance to Christ, beeomes
the central spring of all duty and impels to all holy obedience.  Under such
preaching, vot aLL indeed, but sosME will be converted. Ah! yes, thereis
virtue in that ancient cross. Its glory and grace live still ¢ towering o’er
the wreeks of time.”” ¢« Christ erucified” is now as of old “the power of
God and the wisdom of God.” IHeuce it is that dead souls are quick-
ened,—celd hearts warmed,—eyes unused to weeping made channels of
penitential grief for sin,—and lives before spent under the power of Satan
willingly consecrated to God. Thus it is that this root idea is a concen-
tration of vital gospel truth, and the conservator of 2 living ministry. 'There
is also a most Interest’ng balance kept up by the maintenance of this trath.
Converted souls will erave a style of preaching that tends to convert. They
will want to hear abour that Saviour whose preciousness and power to save
have so endeared ITiwm to their hearts. They will pine under & miuistry
that is not full of Thnist.  TIntellectualism, moral essays,—laboured pretti-
ness, may beguile for a time, but when the soul gets hungry and must
cat, 1t will say, “away with sickening sweetmeats,—give me the bread of
Ife.”  And the bread of life such will have, if they wander for it. A
couverted wewbership, to whose quickening preservation and salvation,
Jehovah stands pledged, will, in some way or other, show uumistakeably
its distaste for a Christless ministry, and will either get rid of it or Jeave
it. Thus there is a process provided for in the moral world very like that
by which the earth is watered and rendered fruitful. The rain descends
from heaven, and by evaporation there is a provision for the continuous
descent of the showers that water the earth. I have made this thought
prominent because it is a most urgeat question in the present day, how
orthodoxy is to be conserved. We see that ereed forms will not do it.
But if conversion were made a sine gua non of church-membership every-
where in Christendom, the truth would be rooted in living hearts and
could never die out.

2. A Dblessing is in that principle of individual respousibility to Christ
ou which our church affairs are conducted.

The mistake is sometimes committed both by the encmics and friends
of Coungregationalism of speaking of it as a democracy,—a system that
locates all power in the people. Rather it is an abdsolute monarchy,~—a
THEOCRACY under which the single, constant question is,what is the will
of our one Master, Christ? It is not a systewm upon which there are
“ many wasters,”” and the people are all sovereign. Some of the worst
evils that have sprung up among us have arisen from the idea that an
independent church may do what it pleascs,—that ministers and members
are alike at liberty to do what is right in their own eyes. The truth is
they are “under the law to Christ,” and have no right to do anything
which they have not reason to believe He sanctions. No act of any Con-
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gregational church is rightly performed unless it be done in the spirit of
obedience to Christ ; nor is any act of such charch valid, if it will not
bear the scrutiny of the New Testament. The members put their necks
under 2 yoke of human bondage, if they unconditionally pledge them-
selves to submit to whatever acts of discipline the Church thinks fit to
perform. The promise of subjection to disciplire must be limited by the
proviso that it be in harmony with the Holy Scriptures.

Properly speaking, no body of human beings has any power to make
law. Legislatores even can only apply law that is already in existence.
The distinction between higher and lower law which American legislation
concerning slavery has made prominent, is one of lmmense importance.
Only the bigher law is law at all in 1he true sense of the word. Law,
so called, that cannot be harmonized with the eternal principles of right,
i3 usurpation and tyranny, and no man owes it any allegiance or respect
for a moment.

So thue is no ceclesiastical law but what has emanated from Christ.
Our business is to take the statute-book he has issued, and apply its pro-
visions to the cases that arise. When we reccive a church member it is
on the ground of the prior reception of that person by Christ. We have
no right to rejeet whom the Lord has received, nor to receive whom the
Lord rejects. We have only one point to settle about an applicant for fel-
lowship, and that is, whether Christ has reccived him. It matters not
what pecuiiarity of opinion, disposition, temperament, or circumstances
there way be, this one thing settles the question. Thus also in all church
business we ave constantly led up face to face with our respousibility to
Christ.  In the choice of a pastor, a chnrch has but to ask “Is there
ground to believe the Chief Shepherd would have this servant of Ilis to
be our spiritual oversecer? If there be hesitation or perplexity between
two candidates the prayerful enquiry should be, “show which of these two
Trov hast chosen 27

Not our own will is to be done, but the Lovd’s will, not our own impulses,
plans, or judgments are to carried out, but, so far as we have the meuwns of
ascertaining them, the behests of Christ.

It is a blessed thing for the entire membership of the Church thus to
be brought into constant contact with the Master. it promotes a sense of
dependence on Him. It quickens the feeling of oblization and keeps alive
the spirit of obedience. It exalts the details of business into acts of ser-
vico to our Lorgd, and gives us as high and glorious a position as that of
the very angels of heaven, since we may say of whatever we do:

“ It 1ocans thy praise, however poor,
An angel’s act can de no more.”

It keeps us in the presence and under the eye of Christ. It impresses us
with the weight of that most important sentiment, ¢ Ile 1s Lorp oF ArLr.”

3. A Dblessing is in onr church-meeting, equality of rank, and freedom of
voice and vote. In ore aspect of it we do a very bold thing in saying to our
church-members, “wvow you are all on a par, and t~ every one is given eotire
{  lom of thought, speech, and action.” This would not be safe in the
political world. ¢ Ligerty, Bquarity, FRATERNITY,” were the watch-
words of anarchy in France, and universal suffrage is at this moment the
direst curse of the great republic on which we border, because of the want of
intelligence and right principle among the muasses of the population. But
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thero is o parallel between oivil and chuareh government, either in the objeets
for which they exist, or the qualifientions for administering them. Civil
wovernment exiets fur the protection of civil rights, church governmoent hag
for its ohjeet the promotion of holivess in the world.  Intellectual fitaesy,—n
stake, somo sclfish interest that taxation oun reach ; natural or‘aequiredrights
of citizonship ; are ngeessary to the politienl voter, but the one qualifica-
tion for the cceleviastiond franchise, is piely.  With this all is well gunrded
and recured,  Por the liberty wo havo in the Gospel is not o liberty of law-
lessuess,  True freedom is always hemmed in by law, but the enclosure is o
broad one, and gives ample room for tho sense of independenco and deliver-
ance from rostinint.  What 1 now hold up as an excollenoy of our system, is
often picked out as a weakness and a dofect by outsidors, and it must be
confessed that its wtility is sometimes doubted by somo of them that are
within.  Quict sonls, whose elysium i3 a state of undisturbed peace, and who
littde dream that theiv ecaselesy eraving for peace may bo a very sellish affuir,
do not feel much attracted to chureh mestings which are charaoterized by
any large amount of free discussion.  Timid pastors and weak-kneed deacons
have infinite perplexity as to how they shall govern the people, and nvoid
having seenes  Qur principles are sometimes violated, and the interesty of
union and brotherly-kinduess jeopurdized by the very menus which are taken
to keep u church out of commotion. A wondrous amount of managing is
don=, by the officers and a few leading spivits, especially when there is an
wtant question on the tapis.  Dubions people are enutiously sounded,
we who ean be woulded are put through the casting proeess and brought
fuca the requived form.  Crotehety and troublesome persons are by sowe
adroit stroke of policy out-witted.  “Then are they glad becnuse they be
quiet I Good souls, what a proud and grand feat they have sccomplished }
Now it will be almost invariably found that it is in churches that are aneged
thus that the worst distractions come about. The microseope revenls the
fact that it Iy in stagnant water the most belligerent animaleules are bred,
while in the fresh and living water the infusorin are comparatively peaceful
and harmless. Tt isin dank swamps, where no breezo blows and no current
moves, that all sovts of poisonous and angry reptiles come into being.  Too
many good peaple have taith in Christ, but none in their brethren, none in
the power ut argnment, none in the influence of candeur, none in the blessed
contagion of « meek and loving spirit.

On our system rightly administered, the church becomes o school of
brotherly Jove,—a college of forbearance.  The free expression of opinion ac-
corded to each,—the open discussion of all subjects, the diversities of view
that will come to exist,—these render the dominancy of love cssential to
peace.  * Many wen, many minds.” It is easy to keep things quiet when
ouly onc raling will bas to be consulted, or when a few who perfectly under-
stand one another and who generally take their cuc from some one mind
among them stronger than the rest ean have it all their own way, but when
many equally privileged to speak out their thought and in the babit of doing
it, are concerned, it is not always easy to sccure harmony and maintain peace.
But what gain isit if you on the one hand ingeniously manufacture a delight-
ful hush, or on the other hand come out boldly and deny the people voice
and vote, lest human imperfection and passion should show thewselves in the
house of God? It is to be lamented when these things do show themselves,
but to attewpt their cure by abrogating Christian liberty, makes Zearts no
better, while it is choosing the greater rather than the lesser of two evils.
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Tfor liberty with its ocousional drawbncks is bettor than despotism of any sort,
notwithstanding tho strength of will, assumed infullibility, forced unity and
spurious peaco which mark despotisms until they grow intolerable, and some-
times lead to-their boing adniired.

It is said thoro is a olass of the populntion in Russia who tie up their
children with cords and swaddling bands, faston thew to picces of board, and
hang them ou pogs in tho wall to keep them out of mischief. Whether
there be such a oustom in Russin or not, thero is one very like it in many
parts of Christendom, But what wise parent would not rather have his
children froely running about, though they do sometimes betake themselves
to rollicking or occasionully get into mischief? That wo have sometimes tur-
buleut church mectings must be frankly admitted, but the remedy for them
is not to abolish the institution, but te work it more wisely. The fact is that
fow improper scencs would take place in church meetings if Christian pastors
were properly qualified, and would fearlessly do their duty. Let them study
huuvin nature and scquire the administrative fuculty. Let them enforce
with kind but firm rule the lnws laid down by Christ for tho order of hig
house. Let them on no account over suffer a violation of Christizn courtesy
by any brother. Let them instantly silence tho tongue that utters an un-
christian epithet or a discourtcous word, and never allow it to spenk in church-
meeting again until due apology is tendered. Above all let that comwand
of Christ which wraps up in it such a world of wisdom be strietly enforced:
«If thy brother trespass against theo go and tell him his fault between thee
and him slone;” and there will be few church-meetings of which there will
be any cause to be aghamed. With loving hear's among the membership,
with huwility, sclf renunciation, abounding charity, and large forbearance,
there will be not only the adsence of disquiet but the presence of peace.
Brethren, thero are lutent possibilities about the church-meeting capable of
making it a mighty means of grace and of realizing the delightful picture
drawn in one of our hymns:

“ Blest are the sons of peace:

« Whose hearts and hopes are one,

Whose kind designs to servo and plense,
Through all their actions run.

Blest is the pious house,
‘Where zeal and friendship meet,

Their songs of praise, their mingled vows,
Makeo their communion swect.

Thus on the heavenly hills,
The saints are blest above,
Where joy like morning dew distils,
And all the air is love.”.

4. A blessing is in cur abjuration of erceds. We impose no humanly-
coutrived system of doctrine upon either members or ministers, but appeal
dircetly to the Bible as our rule of faith. It is possible to conceive of creeds
that are unobjectionable, but taking them as we must most human things, as
they are, rather than as they might be, it may be questioned if they are not
on the whole more of a curse than a blessing. A creed embracing ouly the
vital points of Christian doctrine, and leaving the rest open questions, would
perbaps do no harm, and might be in some respects useful, but the minute
particularizations of belief which are embodied in most ereeds, are mischievous
human ioventions. They form no effectual fence against error which is always
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either supple enough to vault over them or insinuating cnough to wrigsle
through them. The most enthusiastic advocates of crceds ss a protection
against error must surcly at this time of day be at least dubious as to their
value. Al shades of belief and unbelief are now preachied by men who have
sworn common fealty to articles numbering thirty-nine, and have declaved
unfcigned assent and consent to all and everything contained in the Book of
Common Prayer.  Qur Presbyterian brethren cannot say much as to the effi-
cacy of their redoubtable ¢ standards,” for they have proved no more invincible
in the conflict with the fulse doctrine than the no-crced banners of Congrega-
tionalism.  Some of the best men among them are notoriously at variance
with the confession on certain points, and the body at large is visibly out-
growing its creeds. Unspiritual and unscrupulous men have no difficulty in
subscribing to ereeds,—weal, good people find it a trial and source of dis-
quict to aceept standards to which they cannot fully assent,—while valuable,
independent, conscientious minds are repelled by the idea of professing an
iota of belief which they do not honestly hold. No one who loves the truth
will hesitate at any course which will give honour, distinctuness, and strength
to sound doctrine, and at the same time preserve inviolate our heritage of
freedom. DBut the truth scems to be that orthodoxy is the offspring of
spiritual life.  Orthodoxy does not always sccure spiritual life, but spiritual
life invariably sccures orthodoxy ;—i.c. as to vital, soul-saving truth. Creeds
cripple and disfigure the living soul, as corsets and iron shoes do the living
body. Given the life principle in healthy developement, and there will be a
vigorous body without fail. Though our ¢ Declaration of Faith” hus a
decided smack of Calvinism, and it would be very insipid if it had not, yet
we have never denominationally taken the ground that we will not extend
ministerial fellowship to Arminian brethren. Here and there we have those
among us who favour that doctrinal system, but it is remarkable how dilate
and mwild their Arminianism is amid surroundings of entire freedom. With
our unanimous belief in the universal love of God, the world-wide extent of
the atonement, man's freedom, the strivings of the Spirit with all, ard the
large liberality of gospel offers, they have but little to render them uncom-
fortable, and with mutual forbearance there need be, and there is no difliculty
in maintaining a fellowship of labour and of love. There is reason to think
that a soul touched with the grace of Christ, if left to its own natural settling
down, will vibrate toward a mild aud moderate Calvinism, just as the mag-
netized needle vibrates toward a certain quarter of the compass. But there
are disturbing forces, currents, and somewhat oceult influences, that affect
soul vibrations, inclining them in some cases toward arctic, and in others
toward equatorial regions. It is surely a blessing to feel that without stereo-
typing one’s religious opinions on the one hand, or becoming loose and
latitudinarian on the other, there #s a margin of freedom admitting of rein-
vestigation and revisal of opinion, and the reception of any additional light
that may break forth from God’s holy word. Judging of a priveiple by its
practical working is not a bad test of it, aud thus judged, our principle in
reference to creeds is found to work well. There is no denomination in
Christendom where greater unity of opinion is to be seen, nor is there any
quarter in which warmer love and more earnest zeal for the great doctrives
of the gospel exist than among us. Meantime no burden is laid on the con-
sciences of good men ; no onc whose views on minor points may be modified
or wholly changed, is distressed at the idea that his position is a false and
nconsistent one ; and all are left to adopt the conclusions to which they are
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led by an independent study of the Divine oracles. No man would be
tolerated as a winister among us with lax views on the inspiration of the
Bible,—no man who denied the Divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ,~—no man
who disbelieved the doetrine of the new birth unto righteousness,—no man
who did not hold to the fact of a true and proper atonement for sin by the
death of Christ. These four—iunspiration, the Deity of Christ, regeneration,
vicarious atonement, will be beld to with all the firmness of a death-grasp so
long as we maintain the conversion-test of membership. The Congregational
Churches of New England that lapsed into Socinianism first relaxed the
test of admission, by adopting what was termed the ¢ Half Way Covenant,”
next tolerated Christless preaching, and at last fell into open error.  As Dr.
Vaughan, in his “ Notes on the United States since the War,” observes :
¢« The preachers gradually ceased to preach evangelical doctrine, without
preaching anything divectly contrary to it. Being at length compelled to
declare themselves, they were found to have silently abandoned orthodoxy to
a wide extent.”” They would not have been borne with in thus silently
departing from the truth, if spiritual life had not first died out of the
churches in consequence of unrenewed persons being admitted to membership.
But as we have seen, it is quite practicable, by the aid of this important
principle, to wed orthodoxy and freedom in holy and harmonious union.

4. A blessing is in our views concerning ministerial parity, call, and ordina-
tion. Of ministerial parity I shall not now speak particularly, because it is
not a view peculiar to ourselves, being maintained with equal carnestness by
our Presbyterian brethren. But Congregationalists, including in the terw
both the Baptist and Peedo-Baptist wings of the denomination, stand alone,
if I wmistake not, in their maintenance of the principle that a man’s eall and
right to preach the Guspel and be a minister of Christ, come direetly from
above, and are conveyed to him through no human channel. We hold that
ail man can do in the matteris to assist his fellow man in aseertaining the mind
and will of Christ, and declare his concurrent belief with Christ's minister,
that the Lord has called him to this work. We never, except by a figure of
speech, ¢ license’ a brother to preach the Gospel, and never, except through
the well-intended blundering ot a college board, tell any one you shall not
preach the Gospel. While others with a strange presumption do not hesitate
to say to a candidate for ordination, ¢ Take thou authority to preach God’s
word and administer his holy sacraments,” the most we dare say is * Brother,
we believe you to be Divinely moved and fitted for the work of the ministry,
we therefore hail your entrance on it at the Master’s bidding, and wish you
Gaod-speed with fraternal prayer and blessing.” We claim to possess and
impart no priestly function,—no prelatical dignity—no apostolic prerouative ;
believing that ¢« the excellency of the power 1s of God and not of wan.” We
are thus most thoroughly at issue with that claim to real and sole apostolicity
which is being thrust forward so prominently by a small class of men who
want to monopolize the name and functions of Christian ministers. Until
quite recently we have been remarkably free in Canada from high-church
pretension, except so far as Rome is concerned. She is always and every-
where high-church. There are no ministexs of Christ but her priests. 'There
1s no salvation out of her pale. Such is invariably the teaching of Rome.

A section of the Church of England kuown as the ¢ High-church party,”
tuke substantially the same ground. This has happily been but a smull and
upinfluential party in this country. Here and there a full-blown apos-
tolic-successionist rector has asserted his exclusive claims, but the mass of
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the people have amiled ot the pmpn;tormm nonsenss, rid puid ne atten.
tion to . Bat of Into those pretensions have buen put forth moro londly
and oxtensively.  Thove have been importations of High-church clorgymon,
enpecially to our eitior,  Theso have invoulated somo of thoiv brethren nud
embeldencd others,  Tho extirpation of state-ohurchism it thin country uko
geoms to have indused a setting up of tho spirvitual claitn now that no longer
u politionl pre-sminencs ean bo nasorted.  Men acoustomed to fool themselves
on o pinnnelo of distinetion are uncomfortable at finding thomselves on the
snmo level with ordinary Chrigtinn ministers, and apostolio suocossion is a
sort of pedeatn]l on which they onn climb und bo a littlo higher than othoers.
Worse than all, the rovival of ritualism in the Chureh of England, and the
tendeney toward Rome which haw been setting in so strongly of late, have the
effect of rousing up the claim of exclusive apostolicity. It is mournful
aud sickening to soe what superstitions mumumeries are being put in prac-
tico in cortnin quarters. The mgo for coolesinstionl millinery, candlo-light,
and Popish genutlexions, is traly disgusting to & mind soundly Protostant,
nob to sny Puritanieal in its conviotions. Tho Church of Jeglnnd was
never but haif reformed from Popery, nud tho sceds and roots loft in the
soil are oontinunlly sprouting out and growing forth. Tho best ministors
and wembers of that church doplore this condition of things but ave pow-
erless tonvrestit. . Yot strango to say some among them apponr to be trying
to make an arm of strength out of apostolic succcasion. Tho wealtness
of the Jpiscopalian  discipline, ns lutely rovosled in its inubility to deal
with heresy, would seem to havo enconraged o tondoney in this direation.
Fwory form of ervor now finds shelior in that ohurch, and neither Queen,
Archbishop, Bishop, nor Dean onn drive it out. Infidelity itsolf is firmly
entrenched in the strong-hold, and numbers of men proach sermons that pull
to piccos every vital declaration of the axticles, and every ovangolical zenti-
ment of the prayer-book. In sndnoss and discowfiture some would nppear
to be flying to spostolic succession for help nmid this condition of things.
Theve are maore oespeciatly three considerations which render it important
that overy ovangelical pulpit in the land should speak out on thiy subject,
and give forth no uncertain sound. (1st.) Its bearing on ourselves und
other ministers of the Gospel.  There are times when humility is the duty
of the hour. There are other times wheu self-nssertion is & duty. Paul
waz 1 most hwwmble man.  Iis cpistles teom with expressions of this
spirit.  He writes himself down the ¢ chief of sinners,” “ luss than tho
least of all sniuts,” and “not worthy to be enlled an apostle”  Yet when
oceasion demanded he could Do assertive. o wns independent and strong
of counviction and purposo as well as humble. o knew that he had rights
as well as dutics.” These rights ho wns ever prepared to mmintain nnd
defend.  The idea some people have of a good muan is that if any body
wants to tide or walk over him, his only duty is to lie down in the road
and submit. Not so Paul. His able nud manly utterance, ¢ Inma a Roman,”
his spivited rejoinder to the mapistrates’ offor of clandestine release when
they had unjustly imprisoned him, “Let them come themselves and fotch
is out,”” and above all his question and answer in reference to usurpers of
exclusive rights in his day, © Are they ministers of Christ? I am more!”
are lessous and wodels for us. It i3 no violation of Chuistian humility for
any one of us who is traly called of God to preach the Gospel to take up
the words of Paul in reference to vaunting apostolic successionists,  Are
they mivisters of Christ? I am more.” (2nd.) There is the dishonour
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those huughty spiritunl olaims put upon Christ, I wo resent any usnrpn-
tion of our L(N‘(F’ﬁ kingly rights, shall we not much more warmly resent an
cueronohmont on his priestly rights, sines our anlvation is wrapped in these?
1f wo rogard His wilY ng onr only law, shall wo conacnt to have those dis.
owned and made littlo of who benr credentinls from Ilise T If wo hold that
He is hoad over olf things te His Church, and that we nre “complote in
Him,” shall wo tolorute tho idon of Ilis graco ncuding to bo supplemented
by o hamau oflicioncy nnd a succossion thut is of man? If wo know in
our inmost souls that trust in Him must bo nbsolute and undivided, can wo
havo any pationce with o dogmn which detracts from un exclusive trust in
Christ, nttaches offionoy to human manipulations, snd tempts wen to
forget that “none but Jesus ean do helpless sinners good 17 (8rd)
This suggests tho mischiovous results of bolief in this dogma. Tt tends
to dependonco on man, and on outward rites, thus leading sway from the
inward and spiritunl. Its tendoney is to dispince tho religion of the heart
and instals tn its room, tho roligion of tho priest; to lead people to hope
fov salvation, not beonuse “Josus only” is their trust and their stay, aud
Ho is ““able to save unto tho uttormost all that come unto God by Him,”
but bocause au npostolically-pedigreed mnn proaches and prays in their
bearing, and administors rites of soul-snving cfficacy. Its natural influence
is to tako out of tho poor man’s mouth tho pregnant, peuitent, believing
words of Watts i——
A guilty, wonk, and helpless worm,
Into thine arme I fall,
Be Thou my strength and righteousncss,
My Saviour and'my alt 1"

And puts therin instend tho self-flattering, ruinous language of Micah,
“ Now know [ that the Lord will do me good, sceing that I bave a Levite to
wy priest”’  Congrepationalisin abjures all this, and asks: ¢« Who then is
Paul, and who is Apolles, but ministers through whom ye believed, cven as
the Lord gave to cvery man?”  And thus, lending tho soul to Christ, as
“all and 1n all,” putting no man, however solemnly consecrated or emivently
endowed, between-the sinuer and the Saviour, attributing all grace and
power to 1lim nlono, and pointing to his falness as the inexhaustible storo-
house of salvation, wo hold up no false glare of delusive hope and vain trust,
aud give no encourngemen?  that tendency of the human heart to trust in
tho outward and tho human rather than the spiritual and the divine which
so constantly betrays itsclf. ~ With us “noither is he that planteth anything,
nar he that wateregh, but God who giveth the increase.” Qur ministers arc
ot an order, they do ot furm a superior rank or class among the people of
Christ,—they are men of like passions with others, on the same footing of
gervico and reponsibility to Christ as their brethren. They challenge no
respect, deference, or consideration as an exalted order or class, though they
have ground to expect that fellow-christians will ¢ esteem them very highly
in love fur their work’s sake,” and “hold such in reputation.” Their suf-
ficiency is of God, the'e sole dependence for sucsess the Divine blessing, and
they ever need to say to the brotherhood, ¢ Brethren pray for us, that the
word of the Lord may have free course and be glorified.”

6. There isa blessing in our system—in its bearing towards christian uvion.
Rome is not astray in tenching that uuity is a note or sign of the true church.
Wherever the love of Christ has found a home, there is also love to the
brotherhood.  Not in vain did our Saviour pray for his people that they all
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might be one. In heart they are so, though not in outward appearance and
demonstration. Ouae of the worst evils of our present denominational condi-
tion, is that it tends to keep those apart who, if they only drew ncar enough
to one another for their spiritual affinities to act, and draw out the oncness
that is latent, would again, as of old, inspire the exclamation ¢ Sec how these
christians loveI”  As

“ Mountains interposed

Make enemies of nations that had else
Like kindred dvops been mingled into one;”

So do the creeds, forms, traditions and lurking prejudices generated by deno-
minationalism, keep those asunder who could not help being visibly as they
are really ONE, did they but commune with each other heart to heart. 1t
must be confessed that there are serious and real obstacles to christian union
in the very constitution and frame work of most of the great religious bodies
of Christendom. A door of admission that is too narrow to let in all true
christians, and yet so broad as to admit freely a mass of ungodliness, was surely
never meant by Christ to be the entrance into his church. The gateway
to christian fellowship should be so constructed as to let in all the church,
and to shut out all the world. But is it not obvious that the terms of mem-
bership and ministerial counection with our leading religious bodies must of
necessity exclude not a few of Christ’s true disciples and ministers? Is this
right ? " Is not the church as truly the home prepared by Christ for his
people in this world, as heaven is a prepared place for them in the world to
come; and is it not at once preposterous and melancholy that we poor sinful
creatures should affect a purer, selecter fellowship, than that which obtaing
among the saints in light? DMay one child forbid another child of the same
family the freedom of their one father’s house, and 2 place at their one
futher’s table? Alas! that we should see and hear so much of “our
ClURCH,” iustead of the ¢ Church of Christ.” Alas! that abodes of holi-
uess should be built like old-time castles, with wall, moat and gate—the road
thither leading over a “bridge of sighs,” only to be crossed by many who
would fain be within by the commission of actual sin! You and I, my
brethren, could be Kpiscopalians, Presbyterians, or Methodists, only at the
cost of deliberate antruthfulness. We must affirm our belief of what we do
not aud cannot hold. It of course does not follow that others must be at
such cost to belong to the bodies named, but it is, to say the least of it,
a most extraordinary phenomenon that such large numbers of untrammelled
thinkers should be able to come at so precise agreement as they profess to
arrive at. Without judging others, we say for ourselves, that our brethren
exclude us from their fellowship by imposing impossible terms. It is surely
better to be alone, or in the society of a few, and preserve a good conscience,
than it is to play hypocrite and deceiver for the sake of large and good
company. Now we hold, and it is the germ-principle of christian union,
that the terms of christian ministerial fellowship should invariably be such
as to exclude noue who bear the Master’s image and can show the Spirit’s
seal. We stand ouv this foundation ; and it is a sweet reflection that we
repel and exclude none who have a right to be within the church’s pale.

“ We are a garden walled around ;
Chosen and made peculiar ground;
A little spot enclosed by grace
Out of the world’s wide wilderness.”
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But the gate opens of its own aczord to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ
in sincerity. We offer the hand of fellowship and the heart of love to all
who show proof that they belong to the Saviour. We are ready to unite
with our brethren of every name, if they will but let us. Not in epite of
our being Congregationalists; but because we are Congregationalists we can
be one with all the true servants of the Lord Jesus. When we plead for
the seripturalness of our system, we do not unchurch others, There are more
clusters on the true vine besides that for which we coutend that a blessing
is in it. We neither ask nor expeet that other denominations will merge
their existence in our body, but we are sure that, in “the good time coming,”
when all Christ’s people will be visibly one, the terms of christian and
ministerial fellowship must be assimilated to our own, and the entrance-gate
to every denomination shall have emblazoned over it—¢ WELCOME ALL WHO
LOVE THE LoRD.”

Meantime, while we exercise fraternal freedom in pointing out wherein
others set up unseriptural terms of communion and of ministerial standing,
we tender a hearty God-speed and a sincere offer of co-operation to all who
arc laboring to promote the cause and kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ.

7. A blessing is in our system as it respects its elasticity. It leaves us
entirely at liberty to adopt and appropriate whatever there is of real utility
and excellence in the practices of other religious bodies. Neither ecclesias-
tical ordinances nor usages having the weight of law, stand in the way of any
particular church or minister taking a leaf out of the books of others. That
in their prudential arrangements, brethren of otber denominations have hit
upon much that is worthy of imitation on our part, can hardly be doubted
for a moment. But while the freedom we have in Christ Jesus is such
as to admit of our adopting whatever i really valuable, find it where we
may, it must be confessed that timidity and prejudice too often stand in
the way of our doing so. Instead of asking about a given practice, ¢« Is
it good and useful 7 does it sccord with Holy Scripture?7” we are too
prone to ask, ¢“JIs ¢ usual among Congregationalists? won’t that make us
churchified 7 doesnlt that savour of Presbyterianism ? isn’t the other thing
Methodistic 7”7 It is well to have the fact prominently brought out before
our winds and the Christian public generally, that it is a distinctive prin-
ciple of Congregationalism that we can and may avail ourselves of what-
cver our observation of the procedure of others commends to adoption on
our part. At the recent meeting of the Congregational Union of England
and Wales very broad assertion was given to this principle—much too broad
indeed by one of the brethren, who took the ground that there is nothing
to hinder a Congregatienal minister, if he wishes, from resorting cven to
altar decorations, lighted candles, ecclesiastical millinery, genufiexions and
the like. This is surely carrying a good principle too far. There is every-
thing to hinder the adoption of such practices. Both the letter and spirit
of the New Testament forbid them. A Divine law written on the intellect,
conscicnce, and heart prohibits them. It was o very extreme supposition,
never likely to be wrought into fact, but should a Congregational minister
ever so far degenerate into the Popish fool as to *play such fantastic
tricks before high heaven,” let us hope there will be at least one Jeany
Geddes in the congregation to fling a cutty stool at him !

Witheut theorizing to so absurd a length, it is of importance that we
remember this feature of our system. And it were well if practical use
were made of it. Though at one time I doubted the expediency of such
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a course, I bave no hesitation now in saying that in some cases af least,
the partial use of a liturgy would be found useful. Our congregations are
too still and passive in their mode of worship. An arrangement by which
they should respond in devotional utterance, and solemnly counfess their
faith in the great vital truths of the gospel, is, I think, universally desir-
able. There are advantages both in freec prayer and in liturgical forms,
Why cannot we cowbine them? Nor is this perhaps the only thing in
regard to which we could advantageously borrow from our Lpiscopalian
brethren. We should do well in my mind to borrow from our Presbyterian
brethren, I will not say the ruling eldership, but the eldership as a help
to the pastorate in certain spiritual dutics. For want of it various things
come upon the deacons which do not at all belong to their office, and what
is worse, for want of it a considerable amount of important work is left
undone. What possible infringement can it be of any Congregational prin-
ciple to moke choice of a few earnest, experienced, spiritual mes, each of
whom shall have a visiting district in which he shall maintain acquaintance
with the members of the church and congregation, find out who are sick
or from any cause in need of pastoral attentions, and report accordingly?
And would it not greatly tend to advance the best interests of our churches,
if pastor, elders and deacons had stated mcetings for consultation in the
capacity, not indeed of an authoritative but ar advisory body ¢ Would not
such a wmethod be far better than resort to the appoiniment of a church
committee from year to year, to whose oversight the affairs of a church
are entrusted. I for cne see mno trace in the New Testament of anything
like an annually chosen church committee, but I do see pluin traces of an
cldership to which we can show no counterpart, with all our declarations
about conformity te the apastolic model. Then there is much we can leara
from our Mcthodist brethren. No body of Christians have so much sanc-
tified common sense in the practical working of organizations as they. The
order, vigour, aud efficiency with which they manage their institutious are
worthy of all praise and much imitation. They have 5 wondrous faculty
of giving everybody something to do. They keep the people so busy that
there is a stamp of life and energy upon their whole movements, and to
use an expression ofter heard among thewm, “they are all at it, and always
at it.””  Their class-neetings and love-feasts, though perhaps not always
wisely conducted, provide for that which we totally lack, and the want of
which 13 a sad weakness and serious loss,—namely the opportunity of inter-
changing narrations of religious experience, and of cultivating spiritual
acquaintance with each qther. We have no fellowship meeting as a recog-
nized institution among us, and prgjudice interdicts it. Propose such 3
thing among Congregationalists, and you are met with the reply, « O, that’s
Methodistic,” as if for a thing te be Methodistic amply sufficed to condemn
it. Others deem such an institotion akin to the eonfessional of Rome, while
here and there are those who it is to be feared have little experience to
narrate, and who contend that the inward workings of religien are a secret
between God and one’s own soul. Meantime there are many asmong us
who long for an opportunity to unbosom their hearts their kindred in Chuist,
and would be greatly helped in their Christian course by the erjoyment of
such a privileze. It must be confessed that we Congregationalists have a
lonely march of it towards heavep, and that our fellowship is too often
very much a matter of having our names io prosimity on the church-book,
sitting together in the smme sanctuary and at the same Lord’s {able, and
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looking with mute and sceret love at one another’s countenances. In iis
influence on young converts our practice is anything but satisfactory. What
is therc among us to draw out the babes in Christ, and teach them to
speak of the best things? It is a formidable affuir for a diffident youth
with all the tremulous humility of cooscious inexpericuce to be called on
by name to lead in a public prayer-meetivg. Unfortunately there are
critical people—fastidious people—present on such occasions, and the feel-
ing is that it is an awful thing to break down in such a place! We are
not so tender and loving in the spiritual as in the domestic pursery. The
first awkward endeavours of a little one to talk—the most distant approach
to articulating a word on the part of the “baby” at home is rapturously
hailed and encouraged, but not so with the lispings of the childres of Zion.
Depend upon it my brethren, we are not wise in peglecting to provide a
means of grace, that rightly managed would be greatly serviceable to both
experienced and inexperienced Christians. There are other things in regard
to which we might advantageously go to school to our Methodist brethren.
I do not adwmire their polity—I could not subscribe to alt their doctrines,
but they have discovered many wise expedients for doing good, and I honour
avd love them as a most earnest, bard-working, effective battalion of the
Lord’s host.

But T must not further extend these illustrations of the masner in which
the clasticity of Congregationalism way be wade of practical utility.

II. Tuis high time, in conclusion, to say somewhat in refercoce to the
dissuasion of cur text, “DEsTROY IT NoY.” Consider these words.

1. ds setting forth a human duty.

“MeN, BReTOREN AND FATHERS, ARE THESE THINGS S0 27 Is it true
that such blessings as have been enumerated are wrapped up in those prin-
ciples with which we stand identified ? If so, let us enquire whence the
system that has these resources of blessing in it must have come. ¢ Every
good gift and every perfect gift cometh down from above, even from the
Father of lights, with whom is no variableness weither shadow of turning.”
Anrd thus by a somewhat circuitous route we arrive at the truth that these
principles, from their nature and influence mvst be Divine. Many prac-
tical influences arise out of this view of things. Ouoly this ecan now be
brought out, viz.: that blessings ure TRUSTS. As such, they are to be
diliigently jwproved and zealously diffused. Our first duty in regard to our
priuciples is to see that we do not depart from them owsalves. 1f they
are worth anything they are worth enforcing, and we ought most jealously
to watch and work against any infringement of them. Let laxity, for
example, as to the conversion test of membership be tolerated, and it will
be the opening of a Pandora’s box, out of which will come s host of evils.
Let the idea prevail that churches and ministers may do what they please,
and the result will be lawless license and utter anarchy. Let restraint be
put upon the liberty of voice and vote which helongs to the membership,
let the officers constitute themselves managers, and do business before the
church, instead of calling on the church itself to do it, and there will be
smouldering discontents that will, sooner or later, light up the fires of
contention. Let zeal for miner points of doetrine take possession of us
and we shall become bigots and heresy-hunters.  Let high views of minis-
terial status get in among us, or the strife who shall be greatest, zud we
shall stray into @ by-path meadow that can lead only towards the den of
Giant Pope. Let church-seclusiveness prevail among us, and we shall dege-
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nerate into pharisecism. Let a stiff, stercotyped uniformity rule us, and we
shall find the truth of the maxim, ¢ He that will learn only of himself, is
sure to have a fool for his master.”” Above all things it is important for us
to remember that Congregationalism is not a piece of machinery, but a life.
A piece of machinery may look very splendid and imposing, makea great
rattle and accomplish a vast deal, though it is composed altogether of dead
material, and needs an outside foree to drive it. Jvea when out of order
and doing nothing, it may comwmand no little admiration. But let « life
expire, and the very body that held it soon Decomes a loathsome thing,
which will go on decaying until at length there is nothing left but a heap
of disconnected bones.  Without intending disrespect, the solemn conviction
must be uttered that there be religious denominations which are splendid
pieces of man-made machinery, capable of making a show and of heing set
and kept going without an innate principle of life; but, my brethren, let
the iife of God die out of a Congregational church, and it infallibly becomes
first a dead and offensive carcase, and then a colicction of worthless bones.

O, my brethren, let me speak a bold and faithful word just here. Qur
souls and our churches do get dead at times—iwe confess it in our hymuns
and pravers —but how little we realize what is implied in the terrible fact!
Yes, we get dead; and, partly conscious of the dreadful fact, we do what?
Ah! too often we attempt to decorate and galvanize the lifeless corpse of
professional piety; we try architecture, musie, worldly conformities, shert
unwearisome services, attractive modes of worship; we try “enticing words
of men’s wisdom,” ornate, polished, eloquent, but Christless sermons, and
the like. But these things avail nothing. The dead body is attacked by
the principle of decay, perhaps is preyed upon by vultares, until but the
bones are left, and then we borrow that startling prophetic imagery which
pictures ¢ a valley of drvy bones exceeding dry”—we labour to bring bone to
his bove, and when we have done our best there is only a wired skeleton,
grim, ghastly, fleshless, lifeless; until we ask in utter despondency * Can
these dry bones live 2’ Exhausted of expedicots, do we not teo often sit
down in despair, instead of crying out in believing prayer, “ Come from the
four winds, oh breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live,”
instead of going for Jesus, who is “ the resurrection and the life,” and entreat-
ing the exercise of his quickening grace? O what do we so much need this
moment as the uplifting of importunate hearts to the Author and Giver of life,
that, standing in the door of the sepulchre, he may speak the word of power
and say, «Lazarus come forth!” that, breathing o’er the valley of death, he
may cause 2 noise, a shaking, a coming of bone to bone, a-laying on of sinew,
flesh and skin, until, instinct with the breath of a divine life, they stand up
“ AN EXCEEDING GREAT ARMY.” This ancient illustration is of most apt and
eomplete reference to us. It is of no use taking the salt of duties and the
sponge of natural ability to try and rub life into the dead. The gaundy trap-
pings of ceremonialism are mere mockeries upon a corpse; the duleet pipe of
pretty preaching, though played melodiously as the song of love, will not cause
a bone to move. No! we must proruecy and we must prav. We must make
the dry bones hear the word of the Lord. They will hear it, if it be spoken
faithfully.  We must preach a living and life-giving Saviour. We must ery
mightily for the descent of the quickening spirit, and then, instead of feeling
ourselves like bones ¢ scattered about at the grave’s mouth, as though one did
cut and cleave wond upon the earth,”—instead of exclaiming in despondency,
“our boues are dried and our hope is lost, we are cut off from our parts;” we
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shall hear a vcice from above saying, “ Thus saith the Lord God, behold, O
my people, I will open your graves and cause you to come up out of your
graves, and ye shall know tbat I am the Lord when I have opened your
graves, O my people, and brought you up out of your graves.” )

A Congregational church without spiritual life is but a nuisance and 2 ruin,
therefore let us take heed lest the Master have cause to say of any one of them
“Thou ast a vame that thou livest and art peap.”

We must not only act out our principles, but diffuse them, by planting
chuiches that shall speak out the watchwords of truth, and by nursing aed
cherishing such churches until they are vigorouns, never giving in to the idea
that a life Is worthless because it is feeble, or a germ despicable because it is
small ; and by manfully setting forth our convictions on all suitable oceasions
and through all available channels, never yielding to the idea that because we
are littie among the thousands of Israel, humility requires us to skulk and hide.
There i3 an idea current among us that we are to exert ourselves wholly or
chiefly to train and drill our own people. but are not to be assertive or aggres-
sive. This is very much as though our noble volunteers were to study and
practice military science only to display themselves to admiring friends, instead
of bravely rushing, as we have lately seen them do so unfalteringly and un-
flinchingly, to repel invasion and defend their country. It is an utter mistake
to suppose ihat suppressing your convictions will win respect and love from
those who differ from you. It has the very opposite effect. People set you
down as craven-spirited, and destitute at once of convictions and of courage.
The surest way to get trod upon is to crawl. A manly. honest, out-spoken
testimony to what you believe, will at lcast inspire respect, if it do not rouse
thought, and result in the acceptance of the vrinciples for which you contend.
“Wautch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong,” is the
rousing language of our great commander. We were soldierly enough and
counjd play the man in past years, when we had state churchism to fight. Was
the battle ended when the Establishment stronghold was carried and razed to
its very foundations? Have we not a vast work before us, ere the great prin-
ciples for which we are called to witness shall be embraced and adopted by the
church and the world? If you cannot go up to battle, at least do vot find
fault with those who feel that they can and must. Do mnot be in haste to
say of them that they Jove strife, and enjoy fighting. ‘Whence has come
the dread of controversy, that so possesses the minds of some among us?
Do they not know that almost all the the truth now established in human con-
victions bas been so established as the result of controversy? Have they not
read in their New Testaments how Paul disputed in the school of one Tyrannus,
and preached the gospel of God with much contention, and was always proOVING
to Jews and Greeks? Do thev read ecclesiastical history? Do they know
how reformers and Puritans were continually contending for trath? Is error
weak and barmless now? Will it surrender by coaxing? Can truth be in-
sinvated into men’s minds without resistance on their part? Is there any
chloroform that will make mental tooth-drawing and amputation painless
processes? There is indeed a golden mean between ever controverting and
never controverting. Have we all found it ?

2. Baut finally, consider this word, “pESTROY IT ¥OT,” a8 THE UTTERANCE OF
A Drvise purpose. A “thus saith the Lord,” accompanies it. In so far as
the principles we profess are true—God himself is pledged to make them
prevail and triumph.  If we are unfaithful to them, He knows how to raise
up other witnesses to them, and be wiil certainly do it. If we are fxithful to
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Him, He will never desert us. “The Lord is with thee, 1r THOV BE wITh
Hnow” «The Lord of Hosts is with us, the God of Jacob is our refuge.”
“If God be for us, who can be against us.” Not only is the Divine presence
a sure pledge of success, but the truth itself guarantees it, even when it is
disseminated under unfavourable and discouraging circumstances. « He that
goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again
with rejoicing, drivging his sheaves with him.” “LoRD INCREASE oUR
Fargul?”  Amen.

THIRTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATIONAL
UNION OF CANADA.

“he Thirteentl: Annual Session of the Union was opened at 4 p.m. on
Thursday, June 14th, 1866, in Zion Church, Montreal. The Chairman, Rev.
A. Duff, of Sherbrooke, conducted the devotional exercises. Rev. D. Macallum
was appointed Minute-Secretary; and the Rev. W. W. Smith, Assistant Minute
Secretary and Reporter for the Press.

The following members of the Union were present during the Session :—

AMinisterial Members :—Revs. L. P. Adams, W. H. Allworth, R. Brown, G. B.
Bucher, W. Clarke, W. F. Clarke, J. Climie, G. Cornish, M.A., B. W. Day, H.
Denny, J. A. R. Dickson, J. Douglas, A. Duff; C. Duff; D. Dunkerley, K. M.
Fenwick, J. Forsyth, D. C. Frink, R. Hay, W. Hay, S. N. Jackson, R. Lewis,
D. Macallum, A, Macdonald, J. G. Manly, F. H. Marling, A. McGregor, J. McKil-
lican, A. J. Parker, H. D. Powis, T. M. Reikie, J. Rogers, J. G. Sanderson, P.
§h"{l"}k5, E. J. Sherril}; W. Y. Smith, J. Unsworth, C. P. Watson, H. Wilkes, D.D.,

. Wood.—40.

Churches by Delegates :—Brantford, Mr. J. Woodyatt; Brome, Mr. I1. M. Jack-
son; Coldsprings, Mr. W. Campbell ; Cowansville, Mr. H. M. Jackson ; Danville,
Mr. J. P. Stockwell; Eaton, Mr. S. A. Hurd; Granby, Mr. R. D. Miner; Guelph,
Messrs, R. Thompson & S. Hodgskin; Hawkesbury, Mr. J. Boyd; Indian Lands,
Messrs. P. Macdougall and R. Peacock ; Inverness, Mr. A. D. Campbell ; Lanark
(Ist), Mr. — Peacock ; Martintown, Mr. P. Christie; Melbourne, Professor A.
Duff, Jun.; Montreal, Messrs, T. M. Taylor and A. Savage; Paris, Messrs. C.
Whitlaw and D. Finlayson; Sherbrooke, Mr. J. G. Robertson; Southwold, Mr.
F. Randall; St. Andrews, Mr. D. Dewar; Toronto, Zion Church, Mr. G. Goulding,
—20 Churches, by 24 Delegates.

There were also present the following Delegates from Corresponding Bodies :—

From the Cong. Union of Nova Scotia & New Brunswick, Rev. R. Wilson.
From the General Association of Connecticut, Rev. T. B. Sturgis.
From the General Convention of Vermont, Rev. N. Bishop.

Tetters were also read from non-attending delegates from Michigan, Missouri, and
Maine.

And the following gentlemen, together with others afterwards received into
the body, and therefore included in the above lists of members, were invited
to sit with the Union as honorary members :—

Rev. T J. Feaston, of Birmingham, England ; Rev. 8. W. Magill, Agent of the
American Missionary Association ; Mr. Alex. Christie, of Toronto.

The Roll being called and a Sessional Roll for.med, a temporary Committes
of Nominations was forwed.
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REPORT OF THE UNION COMMITTEE.

The Secretary then read the Report of the Committee of the Union. It
was opened by a grateful reference to the Union's being able to meet in peace
and safety after the recent alarms on account of the inroads of bands of
¢ murderers and maranders,” and by a hearty recognition of the alacrity with
which the people of Canada, “of all classes,”” came forward for the defence of
the country; and offered the following recommendations:—1. That the Tth
Standing Bule be changed as suggesied Jast year, leaving the choice of Chair-
man to be made by open vote, and after nomination. 2. That the Membership
Comumittee be instructed to revise the Roll of Churches connected with the
Union, and specially to report upon the names of Abbotsford, Bothwell, Eden
Mills, Erin, Hillsburg, Tnnisfil, Little Warwick (C. E.), Newcastle, Philipsburg,
Springford and Trafalgar, which had been unrepresented at the Annual Meet-
ings for several years past. 3. That the Union consider whether steps might
not be taken by the parties connected with the several trusty, for the sale of
chapels and lots of lands, in localities where Congregational Churches have
ceased to exist, without any prospect of their being re-organized, the procecds
of such sales to be invested in Trustees, and to form the nucleus of a Congre-
gational Chapel Building Fund, to assist in erecting places of worship in niore
suitable localities. 4. That the Union consider whether any plan can be devised
for doing away with, or at least abating, the unseemly rivalry between different
churches, particularly in new ground. ¢ Missionary reports frequently make
mention of the over-crowding of small towns and villages by different denomi-
nations, while whole townships a little more remote are actually destitute of
preaching, or nearly so. Some of our oldest churches, once vigorous and pro-
mising, bave bad to be abandoned on this account, while others, in some cuses
the first to occupy the ground, bave been so far weakened by the dividing of
the population among a number of competing sects, as to bave been left, und
probably the rival organizations as well, dependent for many years on extra-
neous aid. Other denominations have suffered and are still suffering, in a
similar manner; and thus vast sums of missionary money are annually expended
almost fruitlessly upon small places, where half a dozen ministers of different
connexions are preaching, each to his two or three score of hearers, while one
or two might do the whole work, without external aid, and leave the rest to go
into the regions beyond which are still destitute.” The Committee recommend
that our denomination should open a correspondence with others in the hope
of turning away this reproach. 5. That a committee, consisting chiefly of lay
delegates, be appointed lo suggest means for raising the standard of ministerial
support.  As far as could be estimated it would scem that the average salary
of ministers, saving those of city churches, is less than §500 per avnum ; of
13 or 14, not more than $400 ; of several less than even that sum. * Looking
then at the greatly increased cost of living, the irksomeness and uncertainty of
dependence on our Missionary Society, the pecuniary inducements offered in
the United States, and the fact that ministers are but men, and their wives and
families so much like those of other men that they must be fed ane v hed
and educated—is it to be wondered at that our ranks are continually ! g
thinned by the removal of brethrer to what appear from a distance, at least,
10 be more desirable spheres of labour across the border? The opinion of our
vespected friend, Rev. J. L. Poore, will not be disputed on this point—= Betier
to have fewer men, and to pay them better.”” . 6. That the thanks of the Union
be prescuted to that of England and Wales for their donation of Hymn Books
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and Tracts, with au expression of our sympathy with our visitors of last year,
in the sickness from which they have suffered.

The Report having been received, a discussion arose upon its first paragraph,
referring to the Fenian Raid, turning especially on the statement that “all
classes” of the people united to resist the invaders, some members of the Union
contending that among one class of our population there were nota few that
sympathised with them. The report was finally ordered to be taken up as the
first order of the day on Friday.

AXNUAL SERMON.

On Thursday evening, Rev. W. F. Clarke preached the Annual Sermon, as
appointed, from Isaiah 1xv. 8, “Thus saith the Lord, as the new wine is found
tae cluster, and one saith, Destroy it not, for a Ulessing is in it; so will I do
for my servants’ sake, that I may not destroy them all.” Revs. C. Duff and
H. Denny assisted in the devotional services. The thanks of the Union were
afterwards tendered to Mr. Clarke for “his able and iuspiriting sermon,” and
be was requested to place it at the disposal of the Union for publication. Itis
accordingly published promptly and in full in our present issue, and will reward
a careful perusal. '

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES.

After the Sermon, on recommendation of the temporary Committee of
Nominations, the Standing Committees for the Session were appointed. The
Conveners were: Business, Rev. W. Clarke, Sen.; Nominations, Rev. A.
Duff; Membership, Rev. W. Hay; Finance, Mr. T. M. Taylor.

MORNING PRAYER MEETINGS.

The hour of prayer, from 9 to 10 o’clock on the mornings of Friday, Saturday,
Monday and Tuesday, was as refreshing as in former years. Many instances
were related of answers received to speeial prayers offered at the last and pre-
ceding meetings, in the conversion of members of Christian families, the quick-
ening of Churches, and the restoration of backsliders. The hour was always
too short, and it was felt that some wearisome discussions would have been far
better abridged, and “ business” more promptly despatched, so as to have
allowed of a larger infusion of the devotional element in the proceedings. We
regret that we did not secure notes of what was said at these meetings, which
we are sure would be read with as much interest by devout men and women
as any part of the transactions of the body. The omission must be supplied
in future repoits.

RETIRING CHAIRMAN'S ADDRESS.

Immediately after the morning prayer meeting on Friday, Rev. Archibald
Duff read his Address on retiring from the Chair of the Union. After briet
and pertinent references to the evenis of the year, the subject of the necessity
of Personal Holiness in Ministers of the Gospel was taken up at some length.
The thanks of the Union were subsequently voted for the Address, and a copy
was requested for publication; but it has not yet been placed in our hands for
this purpase.

CHAIRMAN FOR 1866-'7.
As recommended by the Union Committee, the 7th Standing Kule was

altered by striking out the words “by ballot without nomination,” after “the
new Chairman shall be elected,” and inserting in their place “after nomination
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by the Committee of the Union,” to which was also added the claase “or by
any member of the Union.”

Thereupon the Committee presented the name of Rev. Wm. H. Allworth,
of Paris, C. W', as Chairman for the ensuing year. The nomination being con-
firmed Ly the meeting, the Chairman elect took his seat, and briefly addressed
the Union.

THE FENIANS AGAIN.

The order of the day being the deferred consideration of the Union Com-
‘mittee’s Report, another discussion arose upon the terms in which the Fenians
-were referred to. These misereants gave the Union aimost as much trouble
as they did the government, for before action was finally taken upon their case
by the passage of the resolution quoted below, the subject came up four times,
till every one was weary of it. The chief difficulty was to hit upon expressions
of the fitting degree of energy to characterize the wanton outrage cominitted
upon the soil and the inhabitants of the Frovince, and the alacrity and courage

“ displayed by the Volunteers. The subsidiary questions of the loyalty of the
Iiish Catliolics of Canada, the wrongs of Ireland, and the action of the Ameri-
can Government, added their share of entanglement to the debates.

The several clauses of the Report of the Committee of the Uuion being
referred to the appropriate committees, the IvpEPENDENT had a hearing, an
account of which will be found elsewhere.

Friday afternoon was occupied by the Missionary Society.

PROCEEDINGS ON SATURDAY.

A good deal of routine and miscellaneous business was transacted on Saturday.

Addresses were delivered in the morning by the Foreign Delegatgs.

A Memorial was presented from the Grand Division of Sons of Tenaperance.

The deputation appointed by the Union in 1865 to visit Amberstburgh,
reported that they had attended to that duty, and recommended that the
applications from the church and its pastor for membership in the Union lie
over til} the next meeting of the Union. Their report was adopted.

Mr. C. Whitlaw presented to the Union a supply of Rev. W. F. Clarke's tract
ron “John Vine Hall;” and Dr. Wilkes, a number of miscellaneous publications.

A resolution was passed, recommending that on the first Sabbath of September
next collections be taken up in all the churches for the Widows’ and Orphans’
TFund.

In reference to the decease, since last meeting, of Rev. W. Hayden, it was
resolved,

“‘That this Union, in recording the removal by death of Fatnrr Havnew
during the past year, one of the pioneers of Congregational Missions in Canada,
would bow with submission to the Divine will, and gratefully acknowledge the
grace of God as displayed in him, for that meekness, praverfulness, and devo-
tion to tke Master's service, which sustained him as a faithfu), self-denyirg and
successful minister of the Gospel for neasly fifty years: and for that all-sufficient
grace which enabled him to testify, during a long, lingering sickuess, to the
power of gospel truth. The Union also tenders to the bereaved widow and
family of our late beloved friend and brother their affectionate condolenee, with
carnest prayers for & large bestowment of the presence and blessing of that
God who is the Fatber of the fatherless and the Judge of the widow in His
holy habitation.”
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A resolution of thanks and sympathy was also adopted, as recommended by
the Union Committee, to be sent to Rev. Dr. George Smith, of the Union of
Engiand and Wales.

MEMBERSHIP OF THE UNION.

On Saturday and Monday, on recommendations from the Membership Com-
mittee, to whom the several applications had been referred for consideration, the
following changes were made in the membership of the Union:—

New members received i— Churches—Zion Church, Toronto, and Cowansville.
Minssters—Revs. J. G. Manly, of Toronto; J. A. R. Dickson, of London, C.W.;
W. W. Swith, of Listowell; J. Douglas, of Lanark; S. N. Jackson and J. G.
Rogers, of Stanstead. An application from Rev. C. Spettigue, being received
at the last hour of the Session_was ordered to lie over till next annual meeting.

Letters of dismission granted :—To Revs. H. Lancashire and A. Raymond,
removed to the United States.

In connection with the reception of Zion Church, Toronto, it was reported
that a protest had been received from John Roaf, Esq., against its admission,
on the ground that it had acted uncongregationally in its dealings with himself,
and therefore should not be recognized by sister Churches. The Membership
Committee, to whom bis letter was referred, reported in reference thereto, that
the answer be returned, that the Union could not review the action of a church
without constituting itself a court of appeal, which its constitution forbade,—
while it was admitted that doubtless churches often acted uncongregationally;
and recommended the Union to express the hope that on the auspicious occasion
of the scttlement of a new pastor such action might be taken as that the valuable
members who had become estranged from the church could return to its
fellowship,

Objection being made to the latter portion of this report, as expressing some
opinion s to where the fault in the estrangement lay, or, at all events, certain
to be so understood, namely, with the church, and this without a hearing of
both sides and in opposition to the spirit of the former portion of the report—
it was answered, that such was not the intention of the paragraph, and that it
had been framed in the interests of peace and unity among the Congregationalists
of Toronto, and in the desire to avert the necessity of the formation, by those
who felt themselves aggrieved, of a Third Church of the same order in that
city, which conld hardly be done without injury to those already existing.
The report was referred back to the Membership Committee. Finally, the
Secretary was instructed to reply to Mr. Roaf’s letter.

SABEATH SERVICES.

A prayer-meeting was held from 9.30 to 10.30 a.m. on Sabbath, June 17th,
well attended and much enjoyed.

At i1 a.m. Rev. F. H. Marling preached, by appointment, from the text,
Isaiah, lii. 2, ¢ Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no unclean
thing; go ye out of the midst of fer; be ye cleau, that bear the vessels of the
Lord” ~ Rev. Dr. Wilkes took part in the service.

At 3 pm. a Sabbath-school meeting was held, the pastor presiding. Very
interesting ard appropriate addresses were delivered by Revs. R. Lewis, J. T.
Feaston, and D. C. Frink.

At 7 p.m. Rev. J. G. Manly preached from Rom.i. 16, “For I am not
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ; for it is the power of God unto salvation to
every onc that believeth.”
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After the sermon, the members of the Uunion united with the Church at
Moutrenl, in observing the Lord's Supper, at which service Dr. Wilkes was
assisted by Revs, T\ M. Reikie and A. J. Parker.

During the’ day, several ministers of the body were engaged in preaching in
the pulpits of the churches of various denominations in the city, at mission
stations, and in the charitable institutions. TFour of their number, Rev. 8. (.
Duff, R. Hay, A. McGregor and J. G. Sanderson, had been detailed to accomn-
pany members of the Young Men’s Christian Association to the several Volun-
teer camps; but in consequence of orders being sent to the force to return
home on Monday, the first-named gentleman alone was able to fill his appoint-
ment. His companion, M. Warnock, of the Y. M. C. Association, and himself,
after a trymng journey through rain and mud, had been most heartily received
by the officers and men; a large number of religious publications had been
distributed, and Mr. Duff preached twice in the Canada Presbyterian Church
at Huntingdon to large congregations, the pastor, Rev. Mr. Watson, giving
them Lindly entertainment and every assistance.  The singing of the Volun-
teers was very spirited.” After the evening service, “a prayer-meeting was
held for haif an hour, nearly all remaining, and several of the Volunteers taking
part.”

SESSION OF MONDAY.

In response to Mr. McGill’s address, the Union adopted the following reso-
lution, prepared by the Business Committee:

“That this Union has listened with much interest anc}\fleasure to the state-
ments of Rev. 8. W. McGill, agent of the Anpricay MissioNary Associa-
Tio5. We welcome that brother among us for his own sake, and for the spirit
he has manifested in his intercourse with us. The cause he represents has our
hearty sympathy. Adopted and commended as it is by the National Council
at Boston and the Congregational Union of England Wales, we give it our
confidence and support; but, at the same time, recommend that the time for
collecting funds among our churches be postponed until a more favorable
period.”

Rev. J. Wood, Secretary of the Union, having presented his Narrative of
the State of Religion in the Churches, compiled from the pastors’ « Notes of
the Experiences of the Year,” the thanks of the Union were offered to him for
the same. The further request that it be published in the Independent, our
readers will see, has been complied with. 'We commend this valuable document
to their attentive study; and earnestly join in the writer’s importunate solicita-
tion for more complete materials for this annual survey,  that we may know
the affairs of the brethren, and how they do.”

The following resolution was at length unanimously adopted and ordered to
be sent to the civil authorities, in reference to the Fenians and the Volunteers:—

“That this Upion regards it as a matter of devout thanksgiving and
mutual congratulation, that, notwithstanding the excitement and alarm ocea-
sioned by the bands of marauders which bave assailed the peace of the
Province, we are permitted to meet in annual convoeation, and take sweet
‘ counsel together, none daring to make us afraid.

“ That we record, as further reason for thankfulness, the fact, that the
people of Canada have risen so unanimously to repel the invaders, to sus-
tain the integrity of the Empire, and to manifest, beyond sll contradiction,
that we are a united, contented, and loyal people.
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“ And further, that we have beheld with beartfelt pleasure the noble
conduct of our Volunteers, their readiness to expose life and limb for the
defence of our families and our homes, and their patient endurance of the
hardships of the camp and the battlefield; that our profoundest sympathy
and grief have been called forth on bebalf of the wounded and the slain;
and that we earnestly pray that their fiiends and relations may be remem-
bered for good by the God of providence and grace, especially the mourning
widews and little children of our fallen brave!”

On recommendation of the Nominations Committee the following appoint-
rents were made by the Union:—

Place of next Annual Mecting—Kingston, C. W., by invitation from the Coun-
grefational church there. Time: 8 p.m., on the Thursday after the first Sabbath
in June.

Preacher of Annual Sermon—Rev. J. Wood ; substitute, Rev. D. Macallum:
on Sabbath morning, Rev. H. Wilkes, D.D. ; substitute, Rev. J. Elliot.

Committee of the Union—Rev., W. H. Allworth, Chairman; Rev. J. Wood,
Secretary ; Revds. K. M. Fenwick, F. H. Marling, T. M. Reikie, and J. Climie,
Messrs. C. Whitlaw, H. Freeland, G. Chaffey and Dr. Coleman.

Delegates to Corresponding Bodies.

General Association of Connecticut (Winsted, June 19, 1866), Rev. W. If. All-
worth; substitute, Rev. J. Wood.

General Convention of Vermont, (Newbury, June 19, 1866,) Rev. Dr. Wilkes;
substitute, Rev. G. Cornish.

General Association of Massachusetts, (Newburyport, Junce 26, 1866G,) Rev. A,
Macdonald; substitute, Rev. J. M. Smith.

General Conference of Maine, (Bath, June 26, 1866,) Rev. K. M. Fenwick;
substitute, Rev. A. J. Parker.

General Association of New Hampshire, (Dover, August 28, 1866,) Rev. D. C.
Frink ; substitute, Rev. 1. D. Powis.

Congregatioual Union of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, (Keswick Ridge,
September 7, 1866,) Rev. A. Duff; substitute, Rev. J. Climie.

General Conference of Massachusetts, (Northampton, September 11, 1866,)
Rev. E. J. Sherrill; substitute, Rev. J. A. R. Dickson.

General Association of New York, (Warsaw, September 25, 1866,) Rev. W. F.
Clarke; substitute, Rev. C. P. Watson.

General Conference of the Presbyterian and Congregational churches in
Wisconsin, (Fort Atkinson, October 8, 1866,) Rev. F. H, Marling ; substitute,
Rev. W. I Clarke.

General Conference of Missouri, (St. Louis, October 18, 1866,) Rev. . F.
Clarke ; substitute, Rev. D. Macallum.

- General Association of Michigan, (—————May —, 1867,) Rev. W. W. Smith;
substitute, Rev. C. Duff.

General Association of Iilinois, (————, May —, 1867,) Rev. W. Clarke,
sen. ; substitute, Rev. D. Macallum.

Synod of the Canada Presbyterian Church, (Toronto, June —, 1867,) Rev. w.
H. Allworth; substitute, Rev. F. H. Marling.

The following alterations were made in the Standing Rules:—

Rule 2. For “sccond Thursday,” read, ¢ Thursday after the fist Sabbath;”
and for “four o'clock,” read * three o'clock.” :

Rale 7. (See above, on election of chairman.)

Rule 14 After “travelling fares,” add, by the cheapest route.” In last

clause, after ¢ understanding,” read * that such payment shall not be made
until after the tinal adjournment, except with the leave of the Union.”
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On the subject of Temperance, these resolutions were adopted:—

1. That in view of the present state of the Temperance cause, and the mani-
festly increasing evils of intemperance, we are deeply impressed with the impor-
tance of every minister of our body acting on the principle of total abstinence
from all intoxicating drinks ; and the duty and necessity of special and vigorous
offorts on the part of the friends of Temperance to shed light on the public mind
by addresses in every part of Canada by ministers of the Gospel and others;
in the hope thereby of stirring up the people, old and young, to sign the Tem-
perance Pledge, of enlisting all by personal effort in the important work of rol-
ling back the flood-tide of intemperance, and, by the united influence of moral
“suasion and & Prohibitory Liquor Law, of entirely removing the evils arising from
‘the use of intoxicating liquors as a beverage.

2. That the ministers of the Union be requested to preach on the subject of
Temperance on the sabbath preceding the 25th of December next.

The thasks of the Union were voted—

1. To the pastor, the deacons, and the friends connected with Zion Chureh, for
their kind welcome and generous hospitality at this Annual Convocation.

(On Friday and Saturday, a bountiful luncheon was provided in the base-
:ment of the church, “ The Queen” and other toasts being drunk on the first
“day “in pure cold water.”)
¢ 2. To the railway companies for reducing their fares.

The Finance Committee reported that the collections from the churches
"sufficed to pay the travelling expenses of members of the Union in fufl. The
!Secretary-Treasurer’s account showed a balance from last year of $68.34;
‘collections for 1866, $358 08; total, $426 42. Expenditure--miscella-
Beous, since June, 1865, 864 04; travelling fares to this meeting, $385 77 ;
balance in hand, $26 61, with other amounts to come in.

REV. T. J. FEASTON’S ADDRESS ON PSALMODY.

i Ay 4 o'clock on Monday afternoon, Rev. T. J. Feaston, by request of the
jUnion, gave an address on Congregational Singing, which was heard with
ivery great interest and delight. A resolution of thanks to Mr. Feaston was
:adopted, the churches. being at the same time specially recommended to pay
ispecial attention to the subject of congregational music. We hope to give
':m our next, an outline of this valuable address.

: SOCIAL MEETING.

Oo Monday evening, a large number of friends in Montreal met the mem-
ibers of the Union at a social meeting in the school-room. After tea and
Jtulk, a diversified programme filled up the rest of a very pleasant evening.
gMr. Peaston occupici half an hour in exercising the company in singing,
awith proper expression, two hymns, and the twenty-third Psalm as in the
gBible. K. M. Fenwick related some deeply interesting incidents of a recent
}Aﬁvork of grace in his own charge, cspecially among the young. Revs, A.
f?lacdonald and W. Clarke, senr., presented the claims of the Krench Cana-
“dian Missionary Society, in favour of which a resolution was adopted, com-
Zmending it to the continued favour of the churches. Rev. W. W. Smith
g'pleadcd for the Sunduy School Dial, and Dr. Wilkes made a vigorous plea
Hor the CanapraN INDEPENDENT. He also announced that Mr. P. W.
3Wood, of Montreal, was prepared to import the “ New Congregational Hywxn
%Book,” on the most favourable terms possible, for the accommodation of those
Jchurches who desired to use it. Rev. W. Clarke stated that he was endeav-
youring toraise the sum of £50 sterling, as a contribution from Canada to the
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Bicentenary Memorial Hall, in London, and had already procured half the
amount.
CLOSING SESSION ON TUESDAY.

Two resolutions were referred to the Committee of the Union, bavingin
view the better conduct of the business of the Union, so as to save more
time for devotional exercises and the discussion of questions of practical im-
portance. One contemplated the stricter observance of the existing rules of
the body ; another, the Introduction of important subjects, by carefully pre-
pared papers, Two subjects of this pature, the committee were specially
instructed to consider and report upon,—1. Lay-Agency ; 2. Denomina-
tional Interchanges, particularly by exchanging delegates with all other
evaogelical bodies at these annual meetiogs.

Rev. R. Wilson, in addressing the Union on behalf of the bretbren in
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, reported very favourably of the prospects
of the churches there, and stated thsat in a short time they expected to be able
to carry on their wmissionary operatious independently, still, however, keeping
up the preseut happy fraternal intercourse with Canada. The brethren are
always pleased to see this good brother from the maritime Provinces, but
there is one alloy; his visits are usually followed by the ¢ mysterious disap-
pearance’” of one or more of our scanty band of labourers in Canada. We
heard whispers that he had such designs on his present visit. Let him
beware that, if such be his errand, we do not take him for a Fenian raider,
and treat bim accordingly. Still, let the Lower Provinces send up their pro-
portion of young men for the College, and we shall not be narrow.minded
as to what portion of the ficld they may select.

In relation to the question of Public Kducation, as now pending, the Union
adopted the following preamble and resolution :-—

“ Whereas the Legislature of Canada is now engaged in framing constitutions
for the local government of the two sections of the Province under the expected
confederation of British North America ;

“And whereas the question of Education in Upper and Lower Canada is among
the most important features of the settlement now to be made ;

“ Resolved, That a petition be presented to the Legislature in the name of the
Union, protesting against the principle of State-Aid to denominations as such, in
the support of schools or otherwise, being incorporated either positively or per-
missively in such constitutions.”

o The Chairman, Secretary and wmover, (Rev. J. Climie,) were appointed a
comumittee to draft and transmit such a petition.

Rev. J. McKillican having addressed the Union in relation to his labours
as Agent of the Canada Sunday-School Union, the Union, by resolusion,
expressed its approval of this mission, and its trust that God would bless it
to the instruction of the youth of our land.

No report was presented from the committee, (Mr. Jumes Woodyatt, con-
veoer) to whom were veferved the 4thand 5th recommendations of the Union
Committee, presented at the beginning of the session, concerning denomina-
tional rivalry and ministerial sapport.

The clause of the same report, referring to the sale of disused chapels, was
referred to the Geueral Missionary Comuittce, by whom, we understund, a
small sub-committee was appointed to tuke legal advice upon the matter.

The Chairman, Secretary, and Minute-Secretary, were appointed to prepare
an abstract of the minutes of the present meeting; and to publish the same
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with the Narrative of the State of Religion and the Table of Statistics, in an
edition of 500 copies, all to be stitched up with the Missionary aud College
Reports,

After the reading of the minutes, singing, prayer, and the benediction, the
Union adjourned, to meet, D.V.,in the Congregational Church at Kingston,
C. W., at 3 P.M., on Thursday, June 6, 1867.

NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION IN THE CONGRE-
GATIONAL CHURCHES OF CANADA IFOR 1865-6.

The materials out of which this narrative has to be prepared are unusu-
ally meagre, most of the brethren seeming to think that they have con-
tributed theiv share of the lubour involved iu its preparation when they have
furnished the bare statistics of their several churches during the year. Let
me rewind such that a narrative of church life and labour, such as this is
intended to be, cannot be made up from a statistical table, however accurate
aud complete the returns.

Neither can it be compiled from such generalities as the following,— little
change since last year;”’—* not s¢ much spiritual life among us as we could
wish ;”’—¢ hope there will be a stir made before next report,” &e. The year
wust surely be yery barren,—much more so than we are willing to believe
of the ministry of any of our brethren,—that has witnessed no fact or inci-
dent, no case of awakening or conversion, no indication of spiritual quickening
or growth, the record of which would impart interest to ourannual gathering.
Iltrust, therefore, that in future the materials may be more generously sup-
plied.

The impression produced by a survey of the data furnished me is that the
year, on the whole, has not been a very successful one, so far as the highest
aims of a chureh’s organization are concerned. A number of them report
outward growth and vigour, increasing congregations, reduction or extinction
of debt, improvement 1n the comfort and attractiveness of their houses of
worship, &c.,—the result, in part, of a general improvement in the condition
of the country. )

Kingston, and Bond Street, Toronto, both report debt much reduced, and
congregations much increased ; Guelph, Hamilton, and Ottawa, extinction of
debt, and steady growth during the year,—the first of these three, together
with Owen Sound and Warwick, emulating the exzample of some of the
neighbouring churches, being about to ¢ arise and build.”” Pine Grove and
Fitch Bay are building, and Garafraxa has built another chapel, which, if
unpretending in its exterior, is suited to the wants of the loeality in which
it is erected, and is out of debt. Of the new edifice at Brantford nothing
further need be said, except that it has demonstrated how much many of
our causes would be benefited by a more attractive place of worship.

These and other evidences of material prosperity have not been unaccom-~
panlied by tokeus of the Divine favour in the conversion and ingathering of
souls. :

The pastor of Bond street, Toronto, writes,— The close of the statistical
year finds us thankful asd hopeful, with an improving congregation, an
enlarged membership, easier finances, and a growing measure of unity and
life. There is much to encourage among the young people of the congrega-
tion. The work of Sunday-school teachers and tract distributors is bearing

2
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good fruit.”’ Twenty-four members have been added to this Church by pro-
fession, and ten by letter, during the year; and reviewing these encourage-
ments, our brother asks, ¢ Have not the many prayers offered for this church
at the last Union meeting, contributed to these results 2 Still we would
say, ¢ Brethren pray for us, that the word of (tod may have free course and
be glorified.” ”’

Paris, although greatly tried by the removal of its former pastor at the
beginning of the year, has, apparently, been quickened by the trial, and has
received a number of valuable accessions to its membership—11 by profes-
sion, during the year.

Lanark 1st reports the admission of 13 in a similar way. The pastor is
especially hopeful with respect to the young, ¢ many of whom,” he says, I
have reason to believe have an interest in the Gospel of Christ, and will, I
doubt not, ere long be Christ’s by profession.”

Melbourne, without having enjoyed any special awakening, has been
blessed with ¢ instances of conversion, and deep conviction of sin,” all the year
round, and ¢ many souls have been consecrated to Christ, of whom 13 have
been added to the Church.”

Southwold has received 10, and the pastor regards several others as hope-
fully converted. At one of his ount-stations there was an unusual amount of
gpiritual impression and inguiry about the time of the week of prayer, and
he confidently hopes that fruit unto life eternal was gathered then.

The pastors at Granby, Guelph, and Hamilton, speak of considerable
encouragement during the year, and report the addition of from 7 to 9 mem-
bers to their churches respectively.

The report from London is encouraging. The year is described as having
been ¢ one of progress ;”’—* a better epirit,—more Christian, more zealous,
more devoted, prevails. There are many tokens for good both in young and
old. 'We look, says the pastor, for the coming shower. Our congregations
have increased, and continne good : prayer-meetingg are well attended ; the
bible-class is full of interest and great efforts are being made to render the
Sabbath-school efficient in all its parts. * * * God is evidently with us.”

Several other churches might be named as having been much refreshed and
edified during the year, although the accessions to their numbers have not
been very large,—as for example, Belleville, Brockville, Eramosa, Listowel,
Manilla, and Oro 1st,—to which we may add, without exception, every one
of the churches already named, as having ¢ devised liberal things,” in the
way of building or improving their houses of prayer, or otherwise relieving
the cause of God from the pressure of financial difficulties. Whether the
spiritual enlargement gave rise to the thought and purpose of grester liber-
slity, or the increased liberality was rewarded by the spiritual enlargement
and prosperity ; or whether, as is likely, these have acted and re-acted upon
cach other, the reports certainly indicate that the bringing 1o of the tithes
into God’s storchouse has resulted, in every instance, in the fulfilment, in a
greater or less degree, of the promise to pour out 2 blessing upon the people
that do so.

The discouragements noted in the reports, howerver, are 1any and various.
Several speak of strenuous opposition from without ; but many more lament
the absence, or feebleness, of the spiritual life within.

One brother writes,—* I am wholly discouraged by the stagnated condition
of religious feeling and principle amoog this people. It secems as if the
Church was sought out as a sort of arbour, or lounging-place,—not 2s a field
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where active labour has to be done. * * * The people have no just
ideas of their responsible position as church members, and yet assume to be
a church of Christ.” Of another of his stations, the same minister says,
“They bave no meeting-house save the old red school-house. I have spoken
about it, and urged the necessity of building oue, until T am ashamed and
they are annoyed, so there is an end of it.” And the brother, wisely or not
others must judge, retires from the field in despair.

Another brother says, « The Church here is neither ecold nor hot,—willing
on the whole to do what is right, and perform duty when it shall be made
plain, but fecling po special anxiety about sinners,—no burning desire to
save men and build up the Church,—a sort of feeling that it is well for the
Church to increase, but that it is not requisite to be very anxzious about it,—
leaving the matter with God, in whom all scem to have coofidence that He
will do about the right thing. * * * The common feeling is that there
should be no burry.  Hurry, hurry, hurry with the world; drive, push, tura
the world upside down, thrust with side and shoulder for this life, but in
regard to the life to come, tuke it easy.” ¢“These views,” he truthfully
adds, “are not peculiar to this Jocality or to this church.”

Several brethren ullude to the discouragements growing out of their
straitened circumstances. One of them deseribes his sphere of labour as
extending over ““an area of more than three hundred square miles, while yet
his income, the missiovary grant included, is only $350, out of which he has
to pay rent, and keep a horse,—leaving only about $225 for personal and
household expenses! Of these things, however, (he says) I make no com-
plaint; our gracious God has provided for us so fur, and will do so while we
serve and obey him. * ¥ * But these are not the woret of the case.
Our contiguity with the New England States, makes this place the very cess-
pool into which all the vagaries of the infidelity of the States flow. No
place stands more in necd of the faithful, pungent preaching of the Gospel,
and no place, perhaps, yields less encouragement. But must the people be
left to perish? Surely not!”

Another, in reply to the questions with respect to the amounts of woney
coutributed to religious objects, says laconically, ¢ the parties who know are
not willing to tell me these amounts, and I don’t like to tell you the amount
of my salary P (I suspeet a number of the reportsreturn theseitems blunk,
for a similar reason.) But, be says, I have bread and water, and am
covered,—with a role, and crown and palm in prospect!’ And then, turn-
ing to the more spirifual experience of the year, writes,— struggle—con-
flict—hope—fear—vows~—failure : still nearer the grave, mortals’ resting
place,—nearer God and Christ, the soul’s rest and Zome.”

A pumber of brethren cowplain of frequent and severe discouragement
from the fact that so many of the young, both within and without the church,
leave them for more attractive localities. ¢ We very much need,” says the
pastor of the Eaton church, ¢ the constant presence of the Holy Spirit,—a
revival of religion,—conversious, and frequent additions to the Church of
such as shall be saved. A single fact iwpresses this need wore and more
deeply on our hearts. It is this,—our young church members leave us for
more attractive fields of labour. They leave at a time we seem must to need
them, in the Sabbath-school, the prayer-meecting, and every place where
active Christian soldiers are called to serve. I feel this deeply; it is one of
the most discouraging features of some of our country Covgregntioual
churcbes. It npecessarily holds ns weak, aud rolls additional work upon a
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missionary pastor.” ¢But,” he adds, and this fact ought greatly to comfort ail
who are similarly tried—¢ we are greatly rejoiced often to learn that they are
doing good service in other fields of Christian labour.” The pastorat Manilla
says, “a great hindrance to increase of membership is the fact that almost all
our young men leave every spring for other parts, in search of employment,—
this year more than usual ; but we bave reason to believe they carry impres-
sions with them that will bear fruit.”

And still others complain of the denominational rivalry and strife that
prevails, and the overcrowding of small places with churches. ¢ Another
chapel is about te be erected in our neighbourhood, says one, which may
have some winnowing effect on us.”

Changes in the pastoral relation have been more numerous than usual during
the year.

Brome and Cowanstille, in C. E., became vacant in March last, by the
removal of the Rev.J. A. Farrar to U. S, but they bave since been occnpied
by the settlement of the Rev. C. P.Watson, who has for more than a year past
been labouring in connection with the Young Men’s Christian Association in
Montreal.

The Rev. G. A. Rawson has left

Cobourg and gone to Illinois. His place has been filled, however, by the
Rev. Chas. Pedley, who has recently accepted the charge of the church at
Cold Springs, and will oceupy Cobourg in connection with it.

Lramosa, vacant at the date of the last narrative, is now under the care of
the Rev. Charles Duff, late of

Meaford, which is at present without a pastor.

Kelvin, New Durham, and Norwichville, bave lately become vacant by the
removal of the Rev. S. Snider to

Howick and Turnberry, whose minister, the Rev. B. W. Day, resigned bis
charge on the 1st January last, and rewmoved to

Markham and Souffuille, the late pastor of which, the Rev.W. H. Allworth,
has accepted the charge of the church at

Laris, reported vacant last year by the resignation of the Rev. E. Ebbs
now of Aurora, IlL

Lanark 1st has recently obtained the services of the Rev. Jas. Douglas.

Lanark Village aud St. Andrew’s, C. E., bave both to be reported vacant,
the former by the resignation of the Rev. P. Shanks, the latter by the intended
removal of the Rev. A. Sim to

Russcltown, or Franklin, C. I, the late pastor of which, the Rev. H. Lan-
cashire, has gone to Moira, N. Y.

Listowel 13 again occupied by the ordination and settlemecut there of the
Rev, W. W. Smith, in October last. In the same month,

Newmarket became vacant by the removal of the Rev. E. Barker, to Pictou,
N. S, but is now supplied by the Rev. C. Speitigue, late of

Forest, which is at present without a minister.

Stanstead has secured theservices of the Rev. J. Rogers, who was installed
as its pastor in Qctober last. And

Zion Church, Toronto, whose minister, the Rev. T. S. Ellerby, resigned his
charge in September last, is now under the pastoral charge of the Rev. J.
G. Manly, late of Dublin.
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SUMMARY OF STATISTICS FOR 1865-G.

Reports have been received from 60 churches.

Membership—>¥ay 6th, 1866: males, 1,339; females, 2,190; to which add,
say 520 for 11 charches, as per Table of 1865—total, 4,049.

The Additions to the membership have been, by profession, 197; by letter,
§4—total, 281.

‘The Removuls, by death, 43; by letter, 1295 by excision, 28—total, 200,
leaving a net increase of 81.

The 60 churches report,—Regular preaching stations, 144 ; regular Sabbath
services, 1363 regular weckly services, 70; number of adberents, 12,965,
ave:age heavers at principal station, 7,842; average hearers at all stations,
12,017 infant baptisms, 254; adult baptisms, 24; Sabbath Schools, 783
teachers, 5233 scholars, 4,490; church edifices, 83, with sittings for 20,944,
value, 8195,631.

Amount of money contributed:—To local church objects, $33,721; to
denominational objects, $4,351: to Foreign and Indian missions, $2,103; to
general religious objects, $3,158—total, $48,333.

Jonx Woon,
ec. C. U. of C.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MIS:IONARY SOCIETY.

The subscribers to the Congregational Missionary Suciety of British North
Ameriea, met in annual meeting at 3 o'clock in the afternoon of Thursday,
14th Juae, 1866, in Zion Church, Montreal.

Samuel Hodgskin Esq., of Guelph, was elected Chairman of the meeting.
Rev. Dr. Wilkes offered prayer. Rev. W. W. Smith was appointed Minute
Secretary.

The Secretary-Treasurer, Rev. Dr. Wilkes, read the Annual Abstract of
Report, supplementing the same with explanatory remarks, and presented the
Treasurer’s account, duly audited.

The report was an eficouraging oue.  After a brief allusion to the difference
of opinion naturally coming up in such a transition state as that in which the
Society had been during the year, it was stated that the subscribers could be
congratulated “ on the increasingly bealthy and vigorous state of the entire Con-
gregational Mission in B. N.A.” A forcible statement was made of the value
to the country of the evangelical culture and the free and manly training
resulting from the labours of the self-denying missionaries. Referring to Mr.
Poore's visit, the report stated that he “bore testimony to the ability and
efficicncy of the missionary pastors, and to the value and importance of their
labours,” and that, notwithstanding the criticisms he had made, # he regarded
the work done as very great of incalculable value to the country, and glorious
to our divine Master.” In respect to finances, complaint was made of the
tardiness of the returns from the several districts forbidding a complete account
of the years transactions. The expenditure for the year, closing 1st April,
was 86,803 48. Forly-nine missionaries had received grants. The income
from B.N.A. bad been $4,112 43 (an increase of fully one thousand dollars
over lust year). The Col. M. 8. had contributed $3,112 82, or £641 15s. 2d.
sterling, viz, £500 for the year July 1, 186%, to June 30, 1866, £99 15s. 2d.
balanee due for last quarter of the year ending June 30, 1865, and £42 spccial
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grant to Picton, N.S  They had already appropriated £500 fur tlfe year
commencing on the 1st July next. The Treasurer had a balance in hand at
the beginning of the year of $682 02; he now held $1,103 79 towards the
July payments (about 81,500). The following shows the receipts and expen-
ditures in each district, it being nnderstood that the receipts only include sums
paid as direet contributions to the Society, and not the far larger eums, fivefold
probably, which are given in the form of salary to missionary pastors.

Exponded. Contributed. Received.  Given.
Western District, 12 missionaries $1,188 73 8903 57 $285 16
Middle do. 12 do. 1,654 00 800 72 853 28
Kastern  do. 9 do. 1,778 57 552 87 1,226 20
L. Canada do. 9 do. 750 63 1,228 02 Nothing. $477 39
N.S.&N.B. do. 7 do. 1,215 20 617 75 597 45
General expenses 216 35

Moved by Professor Cornish, seconded by Rev.J. A. R. Dickson, “ that the
Report, an abstract of which has now been read—and the TFinancial State-
ment—be adopted, and printed under the direction of the Committee.”

The Report containing some eulogistic references to Mr. Poore’s visit last
year and his more re «ent correspondence, it was moved in amendument by Rev.
W. F. Clarke, secondi .l by Rev. W. II. Allwarth, “That the Report be
received, and the adoption thereof deferred, pending the production of any
documents having reference to our relations with the Colonial Missionary
Society.”

Some modifications having been made in the Report, after the discussion of
which we give some outline below, the amendment was withdrawn and the
motion was carried.

After some conversation on the subject, an understanding was arrived at,
though not formally expressed by Resolution, that in future Reports the
Secretary-Treasurer should embody such statisties respecting the Missionary
Churches, as will show not only the amount granted to the several Distriets
and Churches, but also the amounts raised by them for the support of their
Pastors, and for other local objects, as well as those contributed by them to
the funds of the Society; also the number of members and hearers in such
Missionary Churches.

On nomination of the retiring General Committee, their successors in office
were appointed, in part. The list, as afterwards cumpleted, and thuse of the
District Committees, aud Officers, are as follows :—

‘Generar, Coxyitree.—Revds. W. F. Clarke, J. Wood, F. H. Marling, J.
Dnsworth, A..J. Parker, G. Cornish, M.A., R. Wilson; Messrs. C. Whitlaw, D.
Higgins, J. Boyd, J. G. Robertson, N. K. Clements, G. Chafley, senr., J. Woodrow,
P. Christie.—Rev. Dr. Wilkes, General Secretary-Trcasurcr; Rev. K, M.
Fenwick, Jome Secretary.

Westery Distnice Comwitree.— Revds. W. H. Allworth, W. F. Clarke, W.
Hay, T. Pullar; Messrs. C. Whitlaw, J. Woodyatt, W. Edgar, S. IHodgskin, H.
Cox; Rev. J. Wood, Searetary.

MiopLe Districr Comyirnes.—Revs. T. M. Reikie, F. H. Marling, J. G. Manly,
B. W. Day; Messrs. J. Fraser, H. Hewlett, J. Turner, Joseph Barber, D. Higgins.
Rev. J. Unsworth, Secretary.

Easterx District Comuitree.—Rev. K..M. Fenwick, Messrs. W. Robertson,
1. Freeland, G. Robertson, senr., G. S. Fenwick, G. Chaffey, James Boyd, P. R.
Henderson, P. Christie; Rev. J. Elliot, Secretary.
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Lowrz Canana Distrier Comyirrre.—Rev. A. J. Parker, Professor Cornish,
Messrs. J. P. Clark, J. Baylis, S. Tuck, A. Savage, C. Brooks, J. G. Robertson,
H. Hubbard, Rev. A. Duff; Secretary.

Lowzsr Provinces’ Drstrict CoxmirreE—Revds. A. Barpee, B. Barker, Messrs.
H. P. Bridges, A. Barker, Isaac Burpee, jun., N. K. Clements, H. Freeman, J.
Crowell, Jas. Woodrow ; Rev. R. Wilson, Secretary.

The meeting then adjourned after prayer, till 2.30 p.m. the next day.

On Friday, June 15, the Subscribers met at 3 p.m., 8. Hodgskin Esq. in
the chair. The minutes of yesterday were read, and adopted.

Rev. Joseph Unsworth, Seeretary for the Middle Distriet, read a report
of the state of the Mission churches and the labours of the year, within its
bounds. Tor want of time, the reading of the reports of the other Distriet
Secretaries was dispensed with. These will however appear in the printed
report, and will constitute a most interesting feature of that document, the
change from former years being that, instead of the Home Secretary com-
piling a sketeh of the entire field from the reports of the missionary pastors,
each District Secretary will perforin this work for his section.

The consideration of the relations between this Society and the Colonial
Missionary Society being resumed, the following resolution was moved by
Rev. W. Clarke, Sen., seconded by Rev. J. A. R. Dickson :—

“ That the unfortunate difficulties existing between this co-ordinate Mis-
sionary Society and the Colonial Missionary Socicty, render it advisable to
return to the first mode of prosecuting Congregational Missions in Canada ;
that we do therefore re-establishk the Canadian Congregational Missionary
Socicty, so that we may distribute our own funds, unencumbered by any out-
side jurisdiction; trusting that our beloved brethren of the Colonial Mis-
sionary Society will also return to their former plun of originating and sus-
taining Congregational Churches ie Cauada, and that the two Societies may
harmoniously co-operate as joint-cultivators of the same field.”

In support of this motiou, it was alleged by the Rev. mover, seconder, and
other speakers, that the compact made at last meeting, and according to
which entire control over the appropriations was to be left with the Committee
of this Society, had been brokeun in several instances, which were quoted, by
the interference of the Secretary of the Colonial Missionary Socicty with
action taken by said Committee ; that the hearts of missionaries had been
deeply wounded by accusations of ¢ selfish ease,”” and so on, first made in
England before the Secietary’s visit, and since repeated by him, and by the
Treasurer; that the Society in England still insisted on confiniog mission-
ary aid to five or seven years, while we, who were on the field, and koew the
history and work of the churches, were satisfied that aid was often required
and well bestowed for a longer period ; that it was inconsistent with our self-
respect to continue the controvesy, and subject ourselves to the above accusa-
tions any longer ; and that the expericuce of the past year had fully demon-
strated that there was no reaserable ground to expect that the present form
of co-operation would work better in the future ; while the proposed separa-
tion would by wo means prevent the Colonial iissionary Society from carry-
ing on its work upon this field, they pursuing their own policy, and we, ours.

As Rev. W. F. Clarke has taken a prominent share in the discussion of this
question, we may give the substance of some of his remarks raore particularly.
They were to the effect—that, personally, he had no hostility to Mr. Poore, but
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on the contrary loved hiw as a christian brother, and the more, after hearing
some kind expressions read by Dr.Wilkes from Mr. P’s correspondence; that
he had not intended to move for separation, believing that there was not vim
cnough in the brethren who took the lead in framing the missiouary poliey of
the body, to take an independent position ; but that the motion haviug been
introduced, he would vote for it.

On the other side, Dr. Wilkes presented a statement vindicating the Sec-
retary of the Colonial Missionary Society from the misapprehensions of his
conduet and language, which many of the hrethren entertained, giving illus-
trations of his kind feeling towards the missionavy pastors, and explaining
that the charges of being * annuitants,” and of “sloth,” and ¢ negleet,”
were not made against them, but agaiust the churehes, and only against
“some’” of those. At the same time he wade a distinet and official state-
went, that, if the present plan were renounced, the Colonial Missionary
Society would withdraw its assistaunce altogether from the British North
American field, both from the Missions and the College, and devote its funds
to other fields which were loudly calling for aid. It was also urged by him
and other speakers, that the grant of £3500 for the cnsuing year, made as
carly as in March last, before the annual veport of our Mission had reached
them or the increasing liberality of our own churches had becowme manifest,
and without imposing #y new conditions for it< aypropriation, wasa proof of
their confidence in us, and of their fidelity to the arrangement made with
their Secretary a year ago.

By both parties, it was agreed, that the Missiopary Churches in which
there was life, which were doing good, and gave promise of future usefulness,
viust be sustained, even if long .lependent ; that independence of English
aid was the mark to be continually kept in view, and that there was good
ground to believe that it wight be reacbed in a few years.

Mr. Boyd stated that four persons had already promised to subseribe $100
a year for five years, on condition that the whole sum of $2500, for which he
had appealed, was secured, and that he wus coufident that the entire amount
would be obtained within two years,

After a disoussion begun on Thursday, continued on Friday, and resumed
on Monday, Mr. Clarke, Sen., withdrew his .motion, amidst loud applause,
foeling assured that the object contemplated by it was likely to be attained at
an early period, and the following resolution, moved by Rev. I'. H. Marling
and seconded by Rev. W. I. Clarke, was unanimously adopted :—

# Resolved,—~That, understanding the offer of £500 for our work for the
ensuing year, to have been made by the Colunial Missionavy Society in
accordance with the Minute adopted by this Society at its last annual meet-
ing, we thankfully accept it; and, gladly noting the advances made by our
churches during the past year in the dircetion of self-support and wissionary
liberality, we thank God and take courage to 2o on with our work.”

A declaration of the Missionary policy to be now pursued was presented
by Rev. K. M. Fenwick, and referred to the Missionary Committee, who
did not report upon it during the present meeting. It was framed in har-
mony with an opinion expressed by the Secretary of the Colonial Missionary
Society, (in the Coloniul Chronide, for Septewber, 1865 ) that ¢ the mission
has been too diffused, the number of stations being great in’ proportion to
the churches whence aid and impulse have to be drawn,” and set forth the
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necessity of first conselidating the work already undertaken, dropping un-
promising stations and entering on no new fields not likely to be speedily self-
supporling, until the increase of our resources and independence of Jinglish
aid may enable us to cnter on other aggressive work.

After prayer, the Society adjourned to meet at 10 am. of the same day
on which the Congregational Union of Canada begins its next Anuual Mee:-
ing, and in the same place.

A Public uecting of the Missionary Society was held on Iriday evening,
Henry Vennor Xsq. in the chair. Dr. Wilkes gave an outline of the Annual
Report, and addresses were given by Rev. R. Brown, J. G. Sanderson, R.
Hay, A. McGregor and J. Forsyth, one missionary from each Canadian
District.  We have seldom attended a wore interesting and cheering service.
The brief narratives so effectively and simply given of the actual work done
and sacrifices endured, were the best pleas that could have been made on be-
half of the mission. Mr. Brown’s account of aggressive work was especially
interesting. A wide and open field around him invites Missionary labour,
and he has secured the assistance of a young man who is looking forward to
the ministry, to whom he gives some instruction, employing him at the same
time in evangelising, thus, with the assistance of his neighbour Rev. C. Duff,
covering a considerable extent of ground. The humorous account given of
this « College ” supported by a Missionary pastor whose income is $300 a
year, and the cheerful, energetic spirit of the narrator, greatly delighted the
meeting.  The attendance was thin, we are sorry to say, but it would not be
fair to say that th: Moutreal friends take little interest in the wission, for
they subscribed $000 towards its support, last year. The absentees certainly
lost, however, a great pleasure and advantage.

Oue very plessing incident of the Society's meeting was the presentation
of a 850 ** greenback” fromw Rev. Ji. Ebbs, on coudition of our remaining
connected with the Mnglish Society.

We are very thankful to be able to say, that the result of the frank and
full discussion which took place, was to relieve many brethren of feelings that
had grieved and hindered them, to uunite all our hearts and hands together,
and to promote the cause of independence. The brethren have gone home
cheered, and ¢« feeling” more ¢ like work” than for some time past. May
God prosper them abnndantly throughout the coming year!

We are enabled to add to the above, what we are sure will be of interest to
all the members of the Society, that the missionary budget for 1866-7, as
framed by the general comumittee, presents the following figures. Istimating
the contributions from B. N. A. at the same amount as now reported, the
amount at the disposal of the cowmittee was $6,560. The total appropria-
tions, including espenses, were $6,747, of which, however, some amounts were
provisional, and may not be required. There is therefore a reasonable prospeet
that the fioancial obligations of the Society will be punctually met. Some of
the appropriativns are of an ¢ aggressive’” character, especially in the newer
sctilements; but the aim of the committee was rather to consolidate than to
extend; this was felt by ali its members 10 be essential to the permanence
and prosperity of the work ; while to send labourers into new fields at the
low ratc of compensation now generdlly received would be a delusive a»d fatal
poliecy. Fur the work we have to do, we want good men and must pay
them well.
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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COLLEGYE CORFPORATION.

The anoual meeting of the Corporation of the Congregational Coilege of
B. N. A. was held in Zion Church, Montreal, on Saturday, 16th June, 1866,
at 11 a.m., and on the following Monday. Charles Whitlaw, 1sq., of Paris,
being called to the chair, the Rev. C. P. Watson was appointed Minute
Secretary, and Rev. W. Hay offered prayer.

Rev. Professor Cornish, the Secretary, presented the twenty-seventh annual
veport, a special repurt, and the Treasurer’s accounts. The following isa
summary of the anuual report :—The session was opened on the 11th of
October, a valuable address having been then delivered by Rev. T. J. Sherrill.
Rooms had been taken for the Theological Faculty in Burnside House. The
Board reported fuvourably of the students. Three candidates had offered
themselves, of whom two were recommended to spend further time in prepara-
tion, and the third, Mr. Elisha Styles Lyman, of Montreal, a graduate of
Yale College, was admitted to the theological course. The class had thus
consisted of Messrs, Jackson, Lyman, Peacock and Hindley. Mr. Mitchell
bad beew allowed honourably to vetire.  Mr. Jackson had satisfactorily com-
pleted his course  The Directors called special attention to the fewness of
candidates, ureing the consideration of the causes on the churches, and
explaining how the regulations of the College, while designed to make
thoroughness of training the normal result of the system, were framed to
meet, at the same time, every esceptional case that might arise, the matricu-
lation examination at McGill College being by no means formidable to a
diligent studeut, cven if he had had but few early advantages, and provision
being made for admitting at once to the theological course of threc years,
persons, not graduates, who were decmed of sufficient promise. Dr. Lillie
veported 94 lectures delivered by him in Theology, Church istory, and
Mental and Moral Philosophy. Dr. Wilkes, for special reasous, had substi-
tuted 2 course on Logie for one on Pastoral Theology and Howmiletics.  Mr.
Cornish had continued his instructions in the Greek of the Gospel by St. Luke.
A certificate had teen prepared to be presented to every student on leaving
the College in good standing.  The total receipts for the year, including a
balance in hand of $231 97, had been $2,128.17, and the expenditure,
$2,022.95, leaving a balance in hand of $1056.22. The reduced amount
rec ‘ived from the Colonial Missionary Society was $858.91, and that from
the churches in B. N. A, $891.72. Duriog the visit of the Secretary of the
Col. M. 8. to Canada last year, lengtheaed conferences were held on College
affairs, the results of which formed the subjeet of a special report.

The special report contained a series of documents and letters relating to a
proposed new arrangement of the Theological Professorship. The first was a
weworandum adopted by the Board on 4th July, 1865, setting forth that the
alterations wade in the course of study, the condition of Dr. Lillie’s health,
and certain plans for denominational church extension in Montreal, had
together led the Board carefully to consider the future plans to be adopted in
relation to that chair. They recognised the fact that the preseut hunoured
Principsal had been detached from a pastoral charge for this special service
twenty-five years ago by the Col. M. S. and the Canadian supporters of the
College, but considered that hereafter the offices of pastor and professor need
not be disjoined. They would be prepared to recommend the Corporation to
unite with the Col. M. §, whose co-operation in this, as an excvptional case,
they were glad to hear might be hoped for, in granting a retiring allowance
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of one-half his present salary, should Dr. Lillic, after another year’s service,
desire to be relieved.  This being communicated to him, with the assurance of
the unabated regard and esteem of all the Directors, bhe conveyed to the
Board an expression of his unwillingness to stand in the way of arrangements
deemed necessary for the iustitution, and his readiness to retire at the time
suggested and on the conditions proposed. In a supplementary verbal state-
ment, he also said that it would be a mistake to suppose that he did not feel
acutely the proposal made; that he felt himself betwer qualified than ever,
mentally and morally, for his work, in which he had hoped to end his days,
and for which age wis no disqualification, while it was impossible for him now
to carve out a new position.  Still, he wished all done pleasantly, and adhered
to his note. 'The action of the Col. M. S. (Sept. 5, 1865) in the matter was,
to approve the minute of the College Boaid, to provide one-balf of the saiary of
£120 sterling to Dr. Lillie as  Professor Emeritus,” he rendering such services
to the institution as might be in his power, and to offer a further sum of £75
per annum for tutorial services under the new plan, and £10 for each student
at the charge of the Coliege. The Directors finally stated that since the above
correspondence took place, their expectations in regard to movements in Montreal
had not been fulfilled, while Dr. Lillie’s health had also greatly improved, and
they therefore proposed that the new Board should be instructed to reopen the
subject with the Col. M. S., with the view of reverting to the arrangement still
in force.

Both reports having been received, the annual report was adopted and
ordered to be printed, and the following appointments were made: Chairman,
Rev. If. Wilkes, D.D.; Zreasurer, James P. Clark, Esq.; Secrefary, Rev.
G. Cornigh, M.A.; [irectors, Revs. Dr. Lillie, and Messrs. Marling, Fenwick,
Duff, and Elliot, Hon. J. 8. Sanbors, and Messrs. Alexander, W. Learmont,
Jobn Leeming, H. Lyman, A. Sav.ge, G. Winks, B. Hutchins, E. Wright,
and J. Boyd; Auditors for 1866 and 1867, Messrs. Baylis and P. W. Wood.

The special report was referr~i to a Committee of seven, to report on
Monday at 11 am, viz, Revs. K M. Fenwick (convener), G. Cornish, W. F.
Clarke, T. M. Reikie, and F. H. Marling, Messrs. J. G. Robertson and G.
Goulding.

Rev. K. M. Fenwick then moved a resolution urging the pastors, officers and
members of the churches to adopt means to bring forward youngmen. The sub-
jeet was earnestly discussed by the mover and other speakers in a manner that
must do good. The reasons alleged for the paucity of candidates were such as
the fewness of young men in our membership, our defective spiritnal condition,
the want of means to ¢ bring out ™ young wen, the fastidiousness of congrega-
tions as to their eatly efforts, and the discouragement produced by our mission-
ary relations. One thought that young men were, perhaps, deterred by the
supposed difficulty of examinations, another that we were educating young men
too highly. Tt was suggested that young men should be encouraged io assist
in various parts of services, and so be trained to public labours. The motion
was carried.

The churches were again requested to observe the second Sabbath in Octo-
ber as a day of prayer and contribution for the College.

The meeting then adjourned till Monday, when, J. G. Robertson, Esq., being
in the chair, the committee on the special report presented the conclusions to
which they had unanimously come, viz., that they were satisfied that the pro-
posals of the Board to Priacipal Lillie, though in some aspects unavoidably
painful to him, were prompted by that kind regard to his interests which big
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eminent services demanded, as well as by a careful forethought for the welfare
of the institution: that they highly appreciated the readiness with which Dr.
Lillie subordinated his personal feelings to what was deemed necessary for the
future benefiv of 1he College: that, apart from any personal bLeaving of their
opinivn, the Committee agreed with the Board in thiuking that any future
appointment to the theological professorship may fitly be held in connection
with the pastoral office : that action baving been already so far taken by the
Board, by Dr. Lillie, and the Col. M. S., though subject to the consent of this
Jorporation, the committee did not concur in the suggestion at the close of the
special report, but, alike and equally for Dr. Lillie's sake and the Colleges,
rather recommended the Corporation to approve of the new arrangement pro-
posed, with this addition, in the present condition of the matter, that, until the
Buard find themselves in a position to carry it out, they be anthorised to make
a special arrangement with Dr. Lillie for discharging the duties of his chair as
heretofore; and that the co-operation of the Col. M. S. be sought in this modi-
fication of the pian accepted by them.

This report of the committee was adopted unanimously, Rev. W. F. Clarke,
in seconding a motion to that effect, remarking that the objections which be
and others had entertained against the new arrangement had been entirely
removed. These objections were, 1, that the change had been foreed upen the
Board by Mr. Poore; 2. that there had been unkindness done to Dr. Lillie;
3, that the Colonial Society had taken peremptory and final action without an
opportunity being given to the Corporation of the College to act in the matter;
and 4, that the change was being made in the College to suit the convenience
of Montreal.

After the reading and confirming of the minutes, the meeting was concluded
with prayer by Rev. W. II. Allworth.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE WIDOWS’ FUND SOCIETY.

The Congregational Ministers’ Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund Society held its
ninth anuual mecting in Zion Church, Montreal, June 14th to 19th, 1866.
On Thwsday, the 14th, the members met at 2 p.m., Rev. J. Climie in the
chair. Eleven beneficiary members, one delegate (from Guelph), and one
life-member, were present, and two of the Directors.  Aftir prayer, and the
reading and the confirmation of the minutes of the last annual meeting, the
report of the Directors was presented by Mr. P. W. Wood, and received and
adopted by the mecting.

The report stated that no new claim had arisen during the year, throngh
God’s sparing mercy.  Only thivteen churches in B. N. 4. had made collec-
tions for the fund, yielding $141.41; the whole amount received from the
churches outside of Montreal, from the beginning, being but §790.28. The
Directors felt that the pastors, through excessive delicacy, had been largely the
cause of this neglect. The income of the year had been, $1,044.34, namely,
ministers' subscriptions, $286 ; collections, $i41.41; mortgage repaid, $50;
interest and dividends, $566.93. The expenditure bad been,one annuity, $90;
repaid member leaving the Provinces, $75; total, $165, leaving for investinent
§879.34. The present investments were as follow: Montreal Permaneny
Building Society’s stock, $4,350; Provincial Permanent Building Society’s
stock, $1,188.62; Loaned on Bailleur de fonds, $622.50; in savings’ bank or
temporarily invested, $654.16; total, $6,815.28, of which the present cash
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value was $7,045. The interest and dividends bad been promptly paid.
Three beneficiaries were in arrears, owing $25 in all. Mr. W. Moodie, chair-
man of the Board from its formation, having retired, Mr. A. Savage had been
chosen in his place. Rev. B. W. Day had been rcceived as a beneficiary
member, Rev. A. Raymond had been allowed to retire, and Rev. E. Ebbs and
H. Lancashire had become disqualified by removing to the United States.

The Treasurer’s accounts, having been audited on belhalf of the Board, were
also audited on behalf of the Society, a system which was changed by appoint-
ing two gentlemen to audit the accounts for 1867.

The thanks of the Society were voted to the retiring Directors for their
services, and the following gentlemen were appointed Directors for the ensuing
year: Messts. A. Savage, C. Alexander, J. C. Barton, P. W. Wood, W.
Learmont, W. Notman, W. R. Hibbard, J. Popham, J. Baylis, and C. R.
Black.

The Union was requested to ask the churches to collect for the fund on the
first Sabbath of September next, und arrangements were made for publishing
a synopsis of the report in the Canadian Independent.

One beneficiary member was admitted. The present number is therefore
twenty-nine, with twenty life-members.

We may have a word to say next menth ¢ concerning the collection” to the
churches. Meantime, let us say to our ministerial readers, these two things:
First, subscribe to the fund, and, by paying $10 a year, secure $90 for each
widow, and $20 for each orphan child—girls till 18 years of age, and boys 1ill
16; 840 being given to the youngest or an only child, and the $20 being
increased to §30 if the mother be dead. But members are admitted only at
the annual meeting, therefore be ready in 1867. Secondly, do not shrink
from presenting 1tbis cause for a collection, for we are satified that the people
are willing to give if they have the chance given them.

INDIVIDUAL AGENCY, OR, EVERY ONE A MISSIONARY.

Matthew Henry used to say,  church-work is slow work ; but when God’s
time comes it shall be done suddenly”” And the prophet Malachi says,
“and the Lord, whom ye seck, shall suddenly come to his temple ;”’—there-
fore, it is plain, the Lord will be sought after, and His people are recreant to
their high privilege, if they will not ery to God for the outpouring of His
Holy Spirit, at the same time putting forth efforts for the conversion of souls,
in a much larger measure than the churches have yet witnessed.

"The writer, imbued some years ago with the above sentiments, importuned
the Lord for direction how to proceed ; so that the many careless ones, who
are frequently found flocking to our sanctuaries, and hearing the melting
story of redeeming love, might not depart from the house of God without
being followed up by the members of the church putting the simple ioter-
rogatory to them, Do you love Jesus?

Well do I remember that whilst at Toronto, some time ago, being exceed-
ingly fond of Sabbath-schools, I visited one of the largest, and was requested
to say a few words to the children, and at the close of the school was invited
by the superintendent, whom I had never seen before, to go to his house,
accompavied by a friend of his, to whom he seemed much attached. All
the couversation on the way to his house was with him ; and the only part I
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remember, ag it scemed they had boarded in the same house together, was
most affecting,~—it was this, ¢ Oh how could you live in that house with ‘me
for three months, before you spoke to me about my soul ?”

But, to return to the subject. It was at the Lord’s house, one Sabbath
evening, during a very earnest discourse, which was delivered by our much
loved pastor, that a method was imparted to we, in which a special effort
might be made for the furtherance of the Gospel, which was carried out in
the following manner :—1I singled out a Christian brother, whom I saw nest
day, and who at once complied with the suggestion. I then requested him
to think of another brother, whom he saw, and so on, till twelve brethren
were obtaingd. Not one but readily consented to meet alternately at each
other’s houses for prayer, semi-monthly, and to make known the result of
any interview which each had during that time with any male person, (as our
sisters would do the same with the females) whom we saw attending the minis-
tratious of the Word; so that no one could frequent the house of God more
than twice, without some brother, (one known if possible,) making it a point
of holding conversation with him concerning the immortal interests of his
soul.

In a few weeks we had the unspeakable gratification of seeing the blessing
of God in the conversion of many souls. We discarded the erroncous ideas
that men already know the Gospel, that it might be ¢ casting pearls before
swine,”” and that there was an impropriety in it; but felt that the public
preaching of the Gospel was not incompatible with the co-operation of the
private or lay preaching of the Word, knowing that it is ¢ not by might nor
by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts,” that the result is
attained.

T trust that the above may incite the brethren of those churches where
systematic endeavours are not at present put forth, and that they may be
stimulated, in humble dependence upon the lloly Ghost, to work and pray
for the world, which in its sleep of sin moans restlessly in impenetrable dark-
uess, and which the Sun of Righteousness only can wake up, and lighten
into day and iuto life. :

Quebec, May, 1866.

T.A.J. M.

Officint.

CONGREGATIONAL COLLEGE OF B.N. A.

X. The Sessiou of 1866-67 will begin on Monday, September 17th, in the
Literary Department; and on Wednesday, October 10th, in the Theological
Departwent.

2. Candidates for admission are requested to forward their applications to
the Board before the end of August.

3. In the absence of the Secretary, all communications must be addressed
to the Chairman of the Board, the Rev. Henry Wilkes, D.D., Montreal, from
whom they will receive attention.

Georee Cornisu, M.A., Secretary.
Montreal. June 29th, 1866,
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Guorrespondence,

MINISTERIAL BEE-KEEPING.

Dear Brorner,—I have much pleasure in acknowledging the receipt of $3 from
Rev. J. L. Poore in id of the bee-keeping missionary expedient suggested by me
in your April number. This donation was accompanied by a warm expression of
concurrence in the views expressed by me as to ministerial self-help, and of best
wishes for the success of every scheme tending that way.

I have also to state that the liberality of our Montreal friend, already announced
in the magazine, has called out a still more gencrous donation from a gentleman
in Canada West, who like his eastern exemplar enjoins that his name is to be
withheld. A provision of hives having been made by castern liberality, a pro-
vision of bees has been made by western liberality. I have been authorized to
purchase ten swarms, and to draw on the party aforesaid for the cost of them.
They are to be supplied in the same way as the hives. This generous act removes
a difficulty which has prevented several brethren from trying the experiment of
bee-keeping, viz., want of bees. It seems that from the scarcity of bees, and the
brisk demand there is for them all over the country by parties anxious to engage
in this branch of rural economy, it is not so easy as might have been at first
supposed for ministers to get a swarit to begin with. My gencrous friends cast
and west have enabled me to furnish I rethren desirous of embarking in bee-keeping
with a complete outfit, and I hereby avite applications for either empty or popu-
lated hives. I cannot now state the exact price of the swarms, but they will
probably be from $4 to $5 in addition to the hive and right, so that a complete
start will cost from $8 to $9. Of this amount brethren may pay such proportion
as they feel able to do, and the balance will be charged against them to be repaid
from increase and profits. In most cases it will be advisable to postpone the
delivery of the populated hives until the close of the working season, or beginning
of winter. This, however, will depend on the distance they would require to be
sent. I lost a swarm last summer through sending it by Express a short Jistance
upon the cars. The newly-made comb was tender and fragile, so that it fell and
crushed a great many of the bees to death. There not being enough left to main-
tain themselves, they fell an easy prey to the miller. Another hive came 13
miles in a buggy, and 140 miles by rail in the month of January, without the
slightest injury to bees or honey. Unless the distance be short, and the bees can
be sent to their destination immediately upon their being hived, I should recow-
mend their being left until early winter, Let me also urge upon intending bee-
keepers the necessity of their mastering the practical details of apiculture by the
study of the little manual already recommended by me, * Tae Caxapian Bee-
Keerew's Guipg,” or what would be still better the study of the larger works on
the subject, by Langstroth, Quinby, and others. There is no royal road to
bee-keeping, and success depends, other things being equal, on the acquisition of
knowledge and exercise of skill. No one should begin bee-keeping with the idea
of letting the little workers take their chance, for that is to court and probably
insure failure.

Guelph, June 27, 1866. Wy F. CLAkKE.

Transatlantic RBetrospert,

Erguisu Usroy Meetize.—We gave a brief notice in our last of the pro-
ceedings of the first day in the Union. On the Thursday evening, the members
were invited to a soiree at Westminster Chapel, Rev. S. Martin’s. The public
proceedings were brief and informal. “ A layman inquired whether means
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might not be devised for bringing members of churches more closely together,
for the purpose of securing more intimate acquaintanceship, and for spirijual
edification.  This led to 4 couvereation, in the course of which Mr S. Morley
urged that the adult members of cur congregations should be prompted to meet
for Bible reading, instead of attending and giving so many insipid evening parties.
There were parts in the practice of the Wesleyans and Plymouth Brethren we
might imitate with advantage. Rev. S. Martin strongly deprecated the practice
of Christian people meeting together to 1alk over their own religious experience,
from which serious evils often arose. Dr. Vaugban said he hoped the day
would never come when the system of ! lymouth Brethrenism would §ad
favour with the Congregational churches. The best way for a christian man
1o expand his ehristian knowledge and to strengtben his sniritval life was to
put forth his best efforts for the propagation of the truth, and ior the bringing
of the wanderers from the right path.”

At the meeting on Friday, a long discussion took place upon proposed alter-
ations in the Constitution of the Union, which seems to require repairs almost
as often as onr own. The clause making the body to consist of * Congregational
ehurches and personal members,” gave rie to a proposal fo admit  Union
churches,” composed of Baptists and Congregationalists, and served by pastors
of cither sentiment. The majority of the English Baptists holding *“ open
communion ” views, Baptist ministers have been, in several instances, settled
over Independent chorches. As ¢ the pastors of subscribing churches become
thereby members of the Ubion,” these would be entitled to seat, voice, and
vole: why not, then, it was asked, admit Baptist ministers to personal mem-
bership also, if they desive it? Tbe matter was referred {o the committee, to
report at the autumpal meeting. There has been a strong tendency in some
quarters to enlarge the personal membership of the Union by admitting, 2s in
Scotland, all the members of associated churches; but the principle of delega-
tion, in proportion to the number of members in each church, Las been
maintained. At the same time, there are admitted into the body, as “per-
sunal members,” ¢ pastors of non-subscribing churches, ministers, deacons,
tutors of colleges, ofticers of county and district associations and of the
various Congregational societies, being members of Congregational churches in
connection or with a county association; or, if not so connecied, recommended
by three members of the Union. Each personal member subscribing 3s.
anvnally”  The Jast clause was referred to the committee for reconsideration.
In comstituting the committee, it was proposed, in amendment, that it should
be composed of representatives of the several county associations, and not
simply of twenty-four gentlemen, chiefly in London, there being a strong feeling
in the country agaist centralising all power in the metropolis. This matier
also was referred again to the Comamittee. :

The *“Model Trust Deed” occupied the attention of the body for a con-
siderable time at this session, as it has done before. The object aimed at, is,
to frame a deed which shall secure property purchased for ehurch-building to
the purpose for which it is designed, by carefully providing for the appuint.
ment of trustees, for the choice of ministers, and for dealing with cases of
the perversion of property to erronsous uses. Some strange things bave
happened for want of such an instrument. The espenses of preparing an
independent deed in each case are very high, from £30, £50, and even £100
and £120. By framing a model deed and fyling it in the Court of Chancery,
it would be sufficient to draw a short conveyauce stating that the property
was held on the trusts and under the regulatioss theretu contained. 'Lhere
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were two chiel points of discussion. One was the ¢ diswissory cliuse,” giv.
ing two-thirds of the members of a church, duly summoued for the purpose,
the power of dismissing the minister. The other, the ¢ doctrinal schedule,”
defining what must be taught by each minister, and the teaching of any-
thing contrary to which would give ground for an action to forbid him the
use of the building. . The first was supposed by some to place the minister
teo much at the merey of his people, while others contended that it was
unecessary to proteet the people frum an incompetent 2nd obstinate minister.
The second was resisted on several grounds—by some, from an objection
to a creed of any kind, as limiting inquiry, tempting to hypoerisy, and
substituting legal compulsion for spiritual life as the conservator of truth;
and by others, as not being the kind of statement they would have. It wasa
very short statement, embracing less than teu articles perteining to essential
matters, but these were too few or too many, too strict or too loase, for
various crities. Similar instruments had been already prepared by the Lan-
cashire, London, and Xnglish Chapel-building Societies. Of course, its
use by any church would be entirely optional. It was finally resolved,
to thank the committee who had laboured so long in preparing the model
deed, for their labours, and to print their report for the information of
parties concerned, but pot to adopt it as the work of the Union, it being
impossible to discuss and settle such a matter in open assembly.

On Saturday morning, the Chairman (Rev. Newman Hall), entertained
the members of the Union at a breakfast, followed by a *service of song,”’
to which he had invited distinguished public men and ministers of all deno-
minations. Two peers, Lord Shaftesbury and Lord Ebury, cighteen members
of Parliament, Dean Stanley, the President of the Wesleyan Conference, the
Moderator of the Presbyterian Synod, and a son of Kossuth, were among
the number. Dean Stanley was received with great enthusiesm, and we
suppose that some persons who “ lie at the cateh” will see in this fact a
proof that English Independents sympathise with him in his Broad Church
views. But they do not. They recogpise him as a man of great abilities
and of unquestioned sincerity, but we shrewdly suspect that to have a live
Dean of the Church of Buogland, and him the Dean of Westminster Abbey,
join a company of ¢ dissenting winisters” in a social meeting, was the thing
se new and so unexpected; which plensed them so mightily. The Dean
spake very happily, saying that ‘he came there as @ Churchman,” and
“ holding firmly by the principle of the connection of the Church with the
State,” and “felt it a duty and a privilege to regard all the gentlemen before
him as excellent nonconforming members of the Churek of England I
¢ The debt which the Churek of England owed to the Nonconformists was
so great, that he was glad to take this opportunity of expressing, in the
name of the Chureh of England, the scnse of obligation,” mentioning among
the illustrions dead the names of John Owen, John Howe, Richard Baxter,
John Buuyan, John Wesley, Charles Wesley and Rebert Hall.

Tre Conoxian Missionany Socsery held ifs annual meeting in the Weigh
House Chapel, on the 14th May, James Spicer, Esq., the Treasurer, in the chair.
In his opening remarks, he said that the Society was formed within that
ballowed sanctuary thirty years ags, Mr. Binney, the pastor, being one of its
fathers and founders, and a wise and judicious counsellor on all occasions.
¢ The fiest efforts of the Society were directed to British North Awmerica,
where its history had been oue of steady progress. They had founded thers
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120 churches, presided over by S7 pastors and missionaries. At first it was
necessary to send out ministers, but subsequently they encouraged the people
to establish a training college of their own, which had now rendered it
unnecessary that they should send more missionaries there. The college bad
been most successful, and they had now labouring there many miuisters who
would do honour to any church with which they might be connected. In
Canada, it was true, the support given by the Society had gone for the sus-
tentation of feeble causes, some of which they had considered might be
beneLeially and safely left to local efforts, whilst the funds of the Society
were devoted to the cucourngement and exstension of new enterprises. On
the last oceasion of their meeting, a scheme was drawn up, which Mr. Poore
was instructed to lay before the assembled churches of Canada; for that pur-
pose he went over, and the scheme had met with pretty general fuvour. The
project had hitherto worked well, and it was hoped would succeed wuch better.
They did not desire to give one farthing less to Canada, but they wished to
feel that they were employiug their money in such a way as would best con-
duce to the general good of the Churches. In Australia, their efforts on the
swhole had proved most successful. Mr. Poore was about to revisit those
colonies, not with a view to carry on the work which he had been accustomed
to, the purpose for which he originally went out no longer existing. They
had now in Australia a Congregational Union of their own, as in Caoada,
and a body of men -quite capable of taking care of that portion of the work,
and of doing what Mr. Poore had been accustowed to do, in visiting the
various places aud originating new places for preaching. IHe was therefore
about to go for the purpose of winding up affairs there, and of doing what
he could to resuscitate existing works and to encourage new enterprises, and
in due time he would return to take charge of matters at home.” Of the
report we gave an outline last mouth.

The speaking at this meeting was unusually good, but we omit the addresses
of Rev. R. D. Wilson and J. Pillans, full of Australia, to make room for the
admirable plea made for this field by our old friend, Rev. John C. Geikie, of
Sunderland, who speaks better of us behind our backs than he was wont to
do before our faces.

‘ He said the first part of the resolution spoke of the rapid inerease of popula-
tion ; and he could not help thinking, as he sat on that platform, what a curious
thing the migration of nations had always been. They would recollect, many of
them better than he did, how in prehistoric times the East had always peopled
the West; and they all knew that the native Indian on the sides of the great
Himalayan range bad the Buropean features of such a man, for instance, as him-
self.  And they knew how in later times the East again peopled the West. Those
who remember their ¢ Livy’ knew how the Gauls constantly conquered the Romans,
and afterwards there came the incursions successively of Huns, Vandals and Goths,
and by-and-by, when all those settled down, and a new world sprang out of the
wreck of the old; when the barbarism which had blotted our civilisation had
itself Lecome civilised, Europe was again overpeopled, and there must needs be
another migration like that of the age in which they lived. This last was greater
than the first; those mighty migrations of half-civilised peoples were as nothing
compared with those which had taken place even in his time. Why, the whole
population of Europe (according to Gibbon's estimate) in the time of Augustus
was not so much as that of the British Isles, France, and Spain now. Let them
fook at what was taking place in Ircland. Before 1847 there were 8,000,000
people in Ireland, and now there were only about 5,000,000. New York harbour
received about 100,000 people every year from Ireland alone, to say nothing of
those who went from England. What, then, was their duty with regard to those
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peaple 2 Were they, now that they were gone, to cut them off from every tic ?
Did absence not make the heart grow fonder? Was it a fact, that to be out of
sight was to be out of mind? Were they to be guilty of maintaining that the
friemt who had gone was no more to be thought of ? Perish the thought! The
fact of the existence of that, and of many other socicties like it, proved that, in
the utmost recesses of the heart, lived a far higher sentiment, impelling them to
streteh forth their hands, at least metaphorically, to help them for time and for
cternity, to Jhe utmost of their power. With regard to tho rapid multiplication
of scitlements in our colonies, the lifetime of a middle-aged man sufficed to see
the solitude become in some instances, such as Melbourne, a great city. In
Western America, Toronto had grown from a few huts, in the same period, into a
largre and flourishing town. The land on which stood the primeval forest, sacred
to Indians and dogs, now teemed with a happy population. Instead of being
shut up in solitude, and in the sha.le of its great and sombre trecs, vast Jand-
scapes of hill and dale, and fields waving with every coloured growth, were seen,
and with themn a constantly incrensing commercial and social prosperity. It was
wonderful, indeed, how they grew. They reminded him of the eastern magicians,
or conjurors, who took a flower-pot, and by some marvellous legerdemain made a
tree to grow, and put out leaves and flowers, and bear fruit, while the spectators
looked at if. That was only a trick, of course, but it was irue as regards the
colonies. While they looked at them, they grew from nothing into great trees
bearing all kinds of fruit. It was wonderful to sce how the solitary hemispheres
became peopled with prosperous communities. T'he resolution next spoke of the
‘ natural inability of the inhabitants to provide for their own spiritual wants in
the early period of their political life” That sounded like a contradiction to what
he bad said. On examination, however, it was seen to be no contradiction. In
the Fast nations grew mightily, like the trees of the Magi in the ‘Arabian
Nights,” that bore fruit of emeralds and rubies almost instantly. So had it been
with the Australian colonies. One day ten acres of land were given to a shep-
herd ; on the next, a foot of it was sold for & fabulous price. Even their roads
had been made of quartz containing go'd ; and the colony finding such riches was
like Minerva, who sprang fully armed from the head of Jove,—it became wealthy
at once. It was far different however, with Canada, Nova Scotia, and New Bruns-
wick : such colonies, essentially agricultural, must always be poor. How could
the people be rich when, as in Canadian fields, the tree-stumps took half the land,
and big stones filled o good part of the other half? The amassing of wealth
would surely be a slow process ; and hence, in such & country as this, and with
such people who go to it, there was need to support churches for & longer period
than elsewhere. Before a blade of wheat could be got to grow, men had to fell
the enormous trees, and to let daylight in upon land that had not seen the sun
for ages. The people who went to Canada were generally very poor; they were
just able to get a picce of land, not always to pay for it. They had plenty to eat,
and he would that the working people of England were as well off as thoese of
Canada.  'The sturdy ycomen there had not only always a loaf on their table, but
they had luxuries too.  The fellow who had spent his time in England hedging
and ditching, might be seen there munching at peaches that would make a fruit-
erer's fortune here. But they could not pay their minister in peaches, nor with
mere articles of food. He needed many other things, and the people were so
scattered that it took a great extent of country to support a single minister. If
he were on the commiltee he would advise that wherever it was practicable
the new colonies should take a leaf out of the Methodist book and make
eircuits, with ministers for superintendents, and laymen to fill up the in-
terstices. If a man conld not float on a single plank, he could on several
nailed together. Among the hindrances to the progress of religion in newly-
formed colonies was the gathering together, in the first instance, of men of
all sects around the first minister who formed a church, and then when a
Presbyterian, or Wesleyan, or Baptist, or any other preachers arrived later, and
comrenced to form churches also, the Presbyterians, and Wesleyans, and Bap-
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tists, and others were attracted like steel filings to the magnet, around the pastors
of their own persuasion, leaving the pioneer minister with a half-empty chureh,
and little heart to labour. Were they to extinguish such a man? Nay, but they
shiould help him to tide over the evil time, and by-and-by he would gather
together fresh people from new supplies, The resolution acknrowledged that
duty. Tt was a curious fact in ecclesiastical history that there was scarcely any
record of the churches of the West in the first century; scarcely any trace of
internal organisation with respect to the form of public worship or preaching.
Even in the Latin empire there was no preaching but in Greek till long after the
Apostles were dead.  If, then, the progress of the organisation of Christianity
was so slow in apostolic times, why should we expect in these later times to
advance at a more rapid rate than the Apostles? The progress of Christianity
waould always be by a graduoal, leavening process; and they should not expect to
do more in the course of thirty years than was accomplished in times of the Holy
Spirit's immediate influence. Then, again, it scemed to him to be very important
to fulfil the spirit of the resolution upon other grounds, because the influence of
their principles upon the colonies could not be measured. The great questions of
Church and State, and religious liberty concerned the welfare of every community.
They had examples of the value of the Congregational spirit here, but it was in
the colonies, and especially in Canada, that the principle rose to its fairest pro-
portions. There were no nobler set of men under the sun than the people of
those colonies. ‘They were the Ironsides of America to whom it was due, that in
the late great intestinal struggle slavery sank to the ground amid the acclamations
of mankind. Did some say that they (the Congregationalists) were so few that
they could do but little? Let them remember that the pot of sintment was carried
in the hand of a humble woman, yet the fragrance of it filled the entire house in
which Jesus stayed. The Society’s work in Canada had been anything but a
faiture, for they had established 130 churches there within thirty years, and it
was utterly impossible to estimate the amount of good that had come and would
vet come from those 130 churches. The future of the colonies was a consideration
urging them to continue the Society's work. It depended upon their early
training what those colonies should hereafter become. If they were spiritually
cared for they might become themselves missionaries to the world, and care for
the colonies would result in the evangelisation of the countries round them.”

Dr. Raleigh, after a pleasant reference to Dr. Smith’s and Mr. Poore’s
visit to Canada, said that the Society was encireling the earth, everywhere
doing its work, and doing it well. 1t was worthy of their best support, and
be meant to take what care he could, as the pastor of a congregation in Lon-
don, that it should have it, notwithstanding the panic. Yesterday his people
made the largest collection for the London Missionary Saciety they bad ever
wade before, and it should not be his faul, if, in Qetober, they did not make
the largest collection for the Colonial Missionary Society.

Mr. Binney.closed the meeting by some touching references to the past
history of the Society, the persons who had been promirently connected with
it, at home and in the colonies, and the tender melancholy which came over
his mind when he thought of the thirty years spent in that building; the
worship, the sacramental communion, the supphication zand the instruction,
that had takea place there, as well as the births of many souls by the quick-
cuing of God’s Spirit through the Word. Though it wounld be taken dowa
and be as if it had never been, its results would always endure. Ile
commended to their prayers and affections his dear friend, Mr. Poore, the
secretary. They hoped to welcome him back to England, and to the bome-
seeretaryship of the Society. He was bappy to say that their friend, Rev.
Alezander 1annay, had consented to act as secretary pro tem.
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TestiaoNian 10 DR, Vaveuan—On the 15th May, at a breakfast
meeting in Radley’s Hotel, the testimonial to Dr. Vaughan was presented to
bim.  The sum of £3,000 bad been received from persons who had volun-
tarily offered subseriptions, no private solicitations baving been employed.
It was placed at his free disposal. A large company of influential men were
present ou this occasion, and bore the strongest testimony to the value of Dr.
Vaughan’s services in every department, and especially as editor of the
Britisk Quarterly Review, from whick he has just retired. We must give
a few words from some of the very brief addresses delivered by n very large
nuwber of the company. Mr. Binney: “Just as Dr. Vaughan bad been
appoieted to the theological chair of Lancashire College, he launched this
project, and I thought that if I sat in a theological chair I should have quite
cnough to do without editing a review ; therefore I did doubt whether it was
wise or prudent at the time for Dr. Vaughan to undertake the two things.
But now we see the history of the thing has shown that all those fears of
ours ought not to have been entertained”” Mr. B, Miall: I wish to tender
to Dr. Vaughan very earnest aud cordial thanks for having represented the
great, the glorious principle in which we, as a body, are specially interested,
to the highly-culiured and therefore influential class of the community. Dr.
Vaughan and myself have oot in all respeets adopted the same method of
proceeding.  But I see that there is constant convergence of two great
schools, not in thought, but in action, towards one line, and I loag for the
day when perfect contact and amalgamation shall take place between those
schaols, the forward and the prudent”” Mr. E. Baitnes, M.P.: «I know
few wen in this country, who, in my opinion, have rendered greater services
to the age in which they live. I remember the noble instance of conscicn-
tiousness which he gave when he first juined the body of the Nonconformists,
not having been brought up in that body.” Rev. J. Kelly: “In several
cases of great delicacy which occurred, I had great reason to adwire not
mercly the manly firmness of his principles, but his prudent and admirable
temper on occasions when that temper was somewhat severely tried.” Mr.
T. Berues, M.P. : “ From no articles in the Beritish Quarterly Review have
I derived more pleasure than from these in defence of revealed religion.”
Rev. Dr. Raleigh: “Twenty years ago I fivst saw Dr. Vaughan. A band of
stodents was transferred to the Laocashire College, and of course we were
anxious to sec the new professor. It was a beautiful summer’s day, as he
came along in his professorial gown. When he turned his face to us—and
there are lines in it now that there were not then—and we saw the dignity
ang kindness which were there, we said to one another, as lads will say,
* He "Il do’— aud I rise on behalf of my fellow students to say that we have
never altered that opinion. Dr. Vaughan gave a breadth to our theo-
logical inquiries, and inspired us Mth a fine sentiment for freedow, and a
feeling of intellectual independence which we had not got before, and yet
withal, by his life, by his teachings, and I may say as much as in any other
way by his prayers, he kept us sound in the faith. We are all right to-day,
1 believe, and free from those errors aund divergencies which wight have
come to us. Yes, by his prayers! I have many pleasant recollections of
his vame; I have, with most of you, hung upon his lips by the hour
together ; but if I survive bim, the rceollection that will be dearest to
we will be the remembrance of his evening prayers in college. Oh! the
dewy freshuess, the cooling, pleasant, gracious savour that his prayers spread
abroad ! 7 A. i3, Kirwas, Bsq.: « I speak as an outsider, not belonging to
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the Congregational body. I have known Dr. Vaughan twenty years, having
been u constaut coutributor to the British Quarterly Review. There is no
relation in life more difficult than that in which a contributor stands to an
editor. But in all that time I have never stood in dread of his rod, and
have never felt that the relation of master and servant existed between us.
Throughout all his career, there has always beamed forth from his lips, not
only a truly Christian and religious spirit, but also a tolerance and kindliness
of disposition to eousider the motives and views of others, which have marked
him as the perfect man and the perfeet gentleman.” Rev. J. Stoughton :
T can speak in terms of great gratitude for the kindness which he mani-
fested towards me when I was introduced at Kensington as his successor,
and I know that his career at Kensington ss a pastor was just as prosperous
and as honourable as his subsequent earcer as a professor, author, and editor.
I think he is a man of the same make as Owen, and that in future days the
name of Vaughan will be linked with that of Owen, and will be remembered
with great interest and gratitude.”” Mr. C. B. Mudie: ¢ I speak merely as
a carrier and distributor of books. When the Britisk Quarterly was started,
my professional opinion was usked as to whether there was room for a new
veview. I said there was not much, but if a good one were started, it would
make its own way; but when I was told in confidence that the editor was
to be Dr. Vaughan, I said at once that there was an open field for it and a
great success. 1 can bear my testimony that it carried a knowledge of our
denominational principles into circles in which they never found their way
before. Publishers hold it in great respect for the discriminating and
generous attention it has always paid to the literature of the day iv the
¢ Analysis of Books.”

Dr. Vaughauo’s reply was what such a mam might be expected to
wmake in such a meeting of his friends. We can take but a fow sentences
from it. ‘“ What you have done, you have done, I understand, as a means
of indicating that you think that my public life has not been without
its uses. If I know anything of my own mind, the great question has not
been, ¢ What course will bring yourself most profit?” but, ¢ What course will
render the best service to liberty, humanity, and religion 2 When I began
wmy carcer, making light of suggestions and overtures from the Kstablished
Chureh, to be knuwn as a Dissenter was to lose caste in a very remarkable
degree. Tt is to do so to some degree even now. A literary reputation, or
a reputation of any kind, in this country, gained by 2 known Nonconformist,
has to be gained under special disadvantages. However, I found that within
me which told me that I should not be at home in the Established Chureh.
I was first of all for six years at Worcester. T was for sixteen years after
that pastor at Kensington, and then I lefgKensington to go to Laneashire
Colleze. Soon after 1 started the Brinsth Quarterly Review. While at
Kensington, those noble, generous people never thought of calling me to
acconnt or saying, ¢ Why is he writing books? Why has he taken this pro-
fessorship?’  Noj; they knew that I was at home in hard work, and that
they could trust me; and never a breath of complaint ever arose there about
my connecting with my pastorate the sort of things I was econnecting with it.
So in Lancashire I knew very well that I should discharge my other duties
in the class-room the more effectually for the free ventilation of ny mind
over things which did not come just directly into the lectures of the class-
room. The prophecy of friends and enemies was that the thing would be
terribly expensive, and that I should get awfully in debt, and bring disgrace



TRANS-ATLANTIC RETROSPECT. 55

upon wyself aund trouble on my friends. I heard this, and I looked above,
where 1 am accustomned to look when I get into trouble, and I asked the
Power there to tell me how to falsify these prophecies, and that Power did tell
me, and it was done. I have always thought that the literary side of Eoglish
Nonconformity is its weakerside. This prompted me to originate the Zeview,
and to cling to it when.I became a homeless wan without a professorship and
without a pastorate. I took it up with the feeling that there would be plenty
of hard work, with a very small, or a2 very moderate, return for myself. I
found it to be so through all those years, but nobody ever heard me croak
about that. Now, sir, this is talking like a foolish old man, you may thiok,
but these circumstances in which I meet you to-day are very special. I have
believed that if I gave myself to God’s work a fair number of good men
would appreciate it; but, as to its taking any such form as this, no such
thought ever crossed my mind. I must tell you, however, that I am very
glad it has taken it, and I accept your generous ezpression of sympathy in
this shape, not for myself merely, but it is a good precedent, and it is for
others as well as myself. I value it as expressing your feecling towards me.
I do not affect not to value it as ministering to my convenience. It tells me
that I am getting to be an old man. T hope to live to let you see that 1 do
not mean to be an idle man. I shall not be obliged to take up this and that,
looking at what it will yield, but I shall simply have to ask myself, Is it a
thing whicl, if done, will be good? I think you must yourselves feel that
it is very pleasant to me to be put in that position. I hope that the day is
not distant in which English Nonconformity will be in its right place, and
in which Jnglish Congregationalism that has brought out from obscurity the
grand principles of civil and religious liberty, and done more than any other
body in the history of these realms to present those principles in their purity
and intelligence before the public mind, will have its age, in which what it
has been and what it has done will be understood and valued as these things
are uot now, though they are so immensely wore than when it was my privi-
lege first to cast my lot amongst you.”

Tue (ConoreGATIONAL) HOME Missionsry SocieTy is rarely blessed in
having such a Treasurer as Mr. S. Morley and such a Secretary as Rev. J. II.
Wilson. The former not only gives money freely, but attends meetings of the
County Associations in all parts of England, stimulating their zeal and liber-
ality by offers of £50 a year on condition that they raise a proportionate in-
crease.  One county has raised its contribution from £80 to £450; another,
from £50 to £574; another, from £100 to £450; another, from £150 to
£900; another, from £84 to £1,100. The beggarly amounts formerly raised
compare very ill with Canadian Home Missionary Contributions; and the
large increase suggests to us the good that might be done by an earnest and
liberal layman appealing in person to his brother-laymen throughout the
country. Have we a Samuel Morley to go into this work ? In his opening
speech, the Treasurer said significantly, They (the London Comumittee)
were secking to get out of sight as to the work that was being done, in order
that it might be taken in hand by those who could incomparably better do it,
the members of their churches throughout the country.  They were working
increasingly through the County Associations, and the result was an {mprove-
ment, both as to extent and efficiency, of the work done. The effect upon the
state of many of the churches was becoming very apparent, much more
spiritual vitality being found than for many years past. At no former
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pevind was there a larger number of church members earnestly working
among the people than at the present hour. They had, however, scareely .a
church in which there would not be found a large amouns of persoual service
Iying at present unused. They wanted money badly enough, but what they
wanted incom?ambly more, and having which they would soon get the money,
was a deeper feeling of personal conseeration.” The Report showed progress
ic every part of the wark ; 164 stations were occupied, embracing 710 towns,
villages and hamlets, in 87 counties. There were 5,000 members in the
churches, 800 being .dded during the year. Sixty-two “Evangelists” were
employed, an unordained class of agents, labouring under the superintendence
of a minister of some central church, around which the small churches were
grouped. An effort was being made to raise the income from £6,000 to
£10,000; then forty additional evangelists would be put in the field. Coanty
Associations with whom the society is affiliated, and friends locally intcrested,
now raise two-thirds of the salaries of all the agents, provide for their local
superintendence, and rveport the results of their labours, Perfect harmony
prevails in every department of the Society’s operations, as well as amony the
County Unions. The Home Missionary Society is one of the most eflicient
organizations we know of, and its plans are full of suggestions for our own
work.

Tue Suspay Scuoorn UNION’S anniversary crowded Exeter Hall. The
report was a very encouraging one, speaking of Jabours not only in Xugland,
but in Germany, Holland, France, Switzerland, Italy and Jamaica. The
sale of publications exceeded £20,000. The Bible-Class and Child's Own
Magazines had a circulation of over 100,000. The new weekly paper, Kind
Words, price a halfpenny, had a sale of 40,000. The number of scholars
that had joined the church during the year was 6,721, out of 647,301, Of
the teachers, 62 per cent were church mewbers, and 71 per cent were former
scholars.

The Rev. Dr. Morton Brown said—

“ With rospect to the words of the first resolution, ‘Gather them in,’—yes:
do so by all means, But what will you do with them when you have them?
And how will you keep them? Not by dull, prosy, dismal ditties, spoken
through cold meat pies, and still colder pastry, telling children to be good. You
must have life in your lessons, now, to interest children. You must bave pic-
tures of truth, put in words as striking to look at as the swift dash and power of
a daring espress train; you must have lessons of love as melting to listen to as
an Arabian Nights’ tale, and as attractive and coustraining, you must have
thought flashing upon thought, as full of fire and as swift of fuot as the electric
telegraph, passing from mind to wind and from heart to heart in your class and
school-room. But where are you to get these? No teacher could possibly accu-
mulate all such lessons and illustrations by his own industry. But the literature
of the Suunday-school Union is an inexhaustible mine, the gatherings of many
minds, the products of many pens. Oh, sir, what a change in sixty-six years in
the whole aspect of society, fur the young, since the Sunday-school Union was
firmed! When that small meeting was held in Surrey Chapel school-room in
1803; to form this society, there was then the dreary long stick to help the old
teacher to veach over his arm and crack the crown of that restless urchin who
could not be still if he would, and would not be still if he could. There was the
prosy old primer, the very lcok of which was enough to frighten the alpha-
bet out of the brain of the most yprecocious of elves. There were the old
writing-desk and hard ruler, and the experiment of whether the ruler or the
knuckles were the hardest. There were the slate and slate-pencil, and the sum
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" in addition and subtraction, tbe latter of which subtracted very much from any-
thing like » Sabbath observance by the children, and the former of which added
very much to the misery of being at a Sunday-school at all.  And all this on a
Sunday, and in a Sunday-school. Buthow changed now ! Qur noble duy-schools,
our National, British, and Congregational echools, all the country over, gicing a
sound gecular eduention, relieving the Sundag-school of a work which never pro-
perly belonged to it, and rescuing, for spiritual exercises and Scriptural instrue-
tion, the hours of the school to the call of the Lord. A happy chauge! Yet the
first dispensation was, nevertheless, a schoolmaster to lead many to Christ; the
latter needs oaly to be rightly understood and worked, Gud’s Spirit being poured
out, to make the school & garden of the Lord.”

Tae SysTEMATIC BENEFICENCE SOCIETY attracted a Jarge audience to its
annual meeting.  This organization is furmed not to raise funds for any spe-
cific object, but to instruct and stimulate Christian people in 1ference to the
duty of giving. The report was so terse and so telling, that we must give a
paragraph frow it. -

“'There was need, it was remarked, for the discussion of the question of giving,
—first, because the wealth of the conntry was greater than was represented in
contributions ; secondly, because the funds of the churches, societies, and chari-
ties were insuflicient ; thirdly, because the impulsive and mechanical methads
had reached the limit of their power ; fourthly, because the condition of the poor
and the wants of the beathen were unreached znd unrelieved; and fifthly,
because there were ample resources in the nation te meet all its obligations,
whether to God or to Cazsar. There was encouragement to discuss this question
—first, because of the settlement of most other practical questions of Christianity ;
secondly, because of the earnest interest which was felt in everything for the
good of society and the human race; thirdly, becnuse of the position which
economical questions, whether as regarded Church or State, had begun to
assume ; fourthly, because of the absence of all controversy as to the principles
of Seripture on the subject—viz., first, conscientiousness or stewardship ; seeondly,
proportion or tithing ; thirdly, system or storing ; fourthly, eheerfulness or liberty ;
fifthly, because of the progress which the principles were making, as evidenced
by the thousands of sermouns, the important and influential meetings, the increas-
ing publications, the public testimony of the bighest authority with the public
mind. There was a clear prospect of success,—first, because of the larger views
prevailing; secondly, because of the more catholic heart that was growing;
thirdly, because of the angmenting prosperity of all classes ; fourthly, because
of the openings fur wise expenditure ; and fifthly, because of the promise of God
that the kingdom of Christ should be co-extensive with the world. The report
farther said:—¢The great missionary societies seem to be passing through a
finaucial erisis. The necessity of curtailing their operations has most reluctantly
been pressed upon some of taem. It is not that the receipts have become less,
but the limit of expansion seems to have been reached in regard to spuntaneous
contributions, but not in regard to operations. Most of the comumittees ure
issuing appeals, in the hope of realising such an addition before the close of
their financial years as shall avert the calamity of cuvtailment. The Wesleyan
Missionary Society have issued an appenl for fifteen thousand extra pounds, and
kave had the gratification, as soon as their wants were made known, of receiving
a third part of the whole, or £5,000, from a single lady. But the fuct that the
revenue is not spontaneously increasing with the increasing eperations of the
great societies. is an instructive one. 1t cannot be pretended that the limis of
ability to contribute is renched, especially when the country is in such a pros-
perous state. It seems ag if the time had come when i¢ is necessary to indoc-
trinate the Christian community with the principle of systematic beneficence.
The separation of a specific portion of the income from ordinary uses, and its
solemn dedication to the Lord, for the service of His cause and the relief of His
poor, if systematically and generally practised, while it would vastly increase



58 TRANS-ATLANTIC RETROSPECT.

the rovenue of philanthropic societies, would react with most beneficial effoct on
the givers, decpening their sonse of responsibility, and teaching them, iu all
their spendings, to have more regard to the will of God.” ”

Tae BEvANGELICAL ALLIANCE held its usual Soiree in May. The chair-
man, Mr. Hanbury, spoke of the work of the Alliance, ir the threefold aspect
of faith, work, aud prayer. In the first, it united Christians at home and
abroad : in the second, it had done much for the deliverance of persecuted
Christians in Burope and Asia: in the third, it had promoted the union of
Christians throughout the world, in the first week of January for some years
past. Dr. Cumming, speaking on “ the false and true grounds of Christian
Union,” distinguished between uvbity and union, the former being a lividg
inward principle, and the latter the manifestation of it to the world. There
never bad been perfect union since the day of Pentecost. There was no
great uoion in the Corinthian Church. Peter and Paul were not-agreed.
There was no union among the Fathers The Bishops of the Nicene t hurch
quarrelled.  General Councils were not always agreed. Union was uot uni-
formity. There should be such a thing as the union of truth. There was
mwore real union amid the diversities of Protestants than in the uniformity of
the Church of Rome.—A General Conference of Christians from all nations
will be held in Amsterdam, on August 26, and following days.

LonpoN City Mrsston.—The 31st annual report of this Society, founded
by thelate David Nasmith, showed a diminution of income of nearly £3,400,
and a consequent reduction in the nuinber of missionaries from 395 to 871.
The income was £35,500. By the agents of the Society 2,000,000 visits
had been paid in the year, or between 5,000 and 6,000 a day. The gross
total attendance on meetings held by them was 1,500,000 considerably more
than the number attending all the churclhes and chapels in the metropolis on
the Lord’s Day. We aseribe the falling off of the resources of this particular
organisation, which is on a catholic basis, to the increase of other societies
and of church activities in the same field; for never was there more city
missionary work done in London than now.

Lowpon MisstioNARY Sociery.—Previous to the aoniversary of this
Society, at the haif-yearly meeting of town and country directors, special
attention was given to the complaints made in a circular sent to ihe leading
friends of the Society by Mr. Broomhall, formerly a director and auditor,
alleging that the income of the Society and the number of missionaries
emplioyed was no greater than a quarter of a centary ago, and connecting
these allegations with the administration of Dr. Tidman, the foreign secre-
tary. Iun answer to this the directors submitted a statement to show that
there kad been an increase of revenue, that bodies onee cogperating had now
missions of their own, that a large number of missionaries had been seot out,
while ¢ in spite of their most earnest appeals to the churches, a sufficient
number of suitable men had aot offered themselves for the work.” A laige
comumittee of investigation was formed, also charged with devising meaus for
enlarging the income of the Society. The entire incowe for 1865-6 was
£83,000; the expenditure, nearly £107,000. To meet the deficiency
£25,000 had been withdrawn from the Special and Reserve Legacy Funds.
An addition of £10,000 « year s recessary to sustain its presenl operatians.
We must confess, that, though we have kept ourseives informed, as we
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thought, of the condition of this Society, we are talen completely aback by
the presest statement, for we have been under the impression that while the
American Board had too many meun for its means, the London Missionary
Society had too much mouey for its men. Shal{ not our Canadian Foreign
Missionary contributions be sent in that direction? The Australian churches
have thrown themselves very beartily into the work.

Rev. J. T. Byrne—We are glad to hear that Mr. Byrne has the
prospect of making £1,000 in Britain for the French Canadian Missionary
Society. He has been greatly aided by two * drawing room meetings,”
avranged for him in London and XEdinburgh, by Jeseph Mackay, Esq., of
Montreal.

PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS.

Tue NesTorrans IN Persia.—In the House of Lords, on the 8th May,
Lord Stratford de Redeliffe brought forward the case of the persecution of the
Nestorians by the Mussulman subordinates of the Persian Government, and
the Catholics The American Missionaries among this people bave frequent-
ly acknowledged their great indebtedness to the representatives of Her
Majesty at the Court of Persia, and it now appears from Lord Clarendon’s
statement that in consequence of the intervention of the present agent of the
British Government, the Shah had appointed a Christian Ruler over the
Nestorians, had given them a site for a church, and £100 towards the cost of
buildiag it. The British Government bad directed £80 to be given w the
crection of the church. All seets had joined Mr. Allison in the subscription
Her Majesty personally desired that Mr. Allison should seek an audience with
the Shah, to express in her name the interest she took in these questions, and
her warm acknowledgments for the Shab's valuable assistance and the prutee-
tion extended to the Nestoriavs.

A very good example, say we, of the »ight way for a Queen to be a
“pursing wother” to the church.

Cruren Rartes—Mg. GrApsToNE o MR. MorLEy.—The Chancellor
of the Exchequer, in introducing a bill embodyiog the proposal which he
made some time since for settling the church rate question—a proposal which
is accepted by the Liberation Society, and seems likely to comuend itself to
reasonable men on the other side,—spoke these emphatic words in relation to
Mr. Morley, which abundautly prave that the loss of his seat hus not only
left his honour unimpeached among his co-religionists, but has not luwered
him in the eyes of a2 maa of such serupulous conscience as Mr. Gladstoae:

1 communicated with another honourable member, whose absence from the
House I deplore on personal as well as on public grounds. 1 allude to Mr. Mor-
ley, in whose removal from Parliament I think we have experienced a serivus loss,
not only beeause of the respect in which he is held fur his intelligence and talents,
but alsa on aceount of the singularly conciliatory manner in whick ke is accustomed
to cxpress the most strongly pronounced opinions of Dissenters, and of the determi-
nation which he at all times exhibited here of neter entering into a controversy
except Jor some vital object.””

Yet this same Mr. Morley has been the Léte noir of the High Church pany,
the embodiment of the most “rabid» Dissent. How changed 2 man seems,
when we koow him!
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Onrpixation or Mg, 8. N. Jacksos.—Early in April, Mr. Samuel N. Jackson, who
had completed his course of study in the Congregational College of B. N. A., and
who was about to proceed westward to engage in the work of Evangelization under
the dircetion of the Western District Missionary Committee, was ordained to the
Christian Ministry at the call and by the request of the church in Montreal, as-
sembling in Zion Church. The introductory services wero conducted by the Rev.
Professor Cornish. Dr. Wilkes, the Pastor of the church, gave a statement of
principles indicating what was meant by ordination in Congregational Churches.
1lc also asked the usual questions which were responded to in a traly modest,
serjous and satisfactory manner by Mr. Jackson: leaving a highly favorable impres-
sion upon all. The Rev. C. P. Watson offered the ordaining prayer; and Dr.
Lillie delivered to the young minister an appropriate charge. The services were
characterized by simplicity and spirituality : affording encouragement to our young
brother at the commencement of his work.—IL W.

INSTALLATION AT CowANsvILLE.—On the 5th of May the Rev. Charles P. Watson
was installed as pastor of the Congregational Churches of Cowansvilleand Brome.
The service was held in Cowansville, and notwithstanding the inclemency of the
weather, there was a large attendance of the members and congregations of both
churches. After the introductory services conducted by the Rev. Samuel N.
Jackson, and the singing of an excellent anthem composed by the pastor elect,
the Rev. G. B. Bucher, of Granby, gave a discourse in which the distinctive views
of our order were concisely, clearly and ably set forth. In answer to the inquiry
made by the Rev. Dr. Wilkes as to the call given by the churches to Rev. Mr.
Watson, responses were made by deacon H. V. Jackson, of the church of Brome,
and Mr. W. Stevenson, clerk of the church at Cowansville, both: stating that the
call was unanimors and cordial. Mr. Watson then spoke concerning his call, of
the churches, and of his intentions and hopes as pastor elect, after which he and
his flocks were commended to God in prayer. The Rev. Dr. Wilkes, of Montreal,
delivered an earnest and eloquent charge to the pastor and churches, which was
listened to with great satisfaction. After singing and the benediction by the pas-
tor, the services were concluded.

Ministers of other denominations were invited, and would have given attendance
had they not been prevented by their annual meetings held at the same time.

May this new relationship entered upon with so much cordiality by both pastor
and people result in great good. ‘“The Lord bless them and keep them: the
Lord make his face shinc upon them and be gracious unto them: the Lord lift up
his countenance upon them and give them peace.” S, N. J.

Tae Rov. Jases Howerr, our old friend and brother, who resigned his charge
as assistant minister of the Congregational at Liverpool, Nova Scotia, last Sept.,
but who, at their request, consented to prolong his stay with that people for six
months, baving completed his term, has accepted a very unanimous invitation
which has been given by the Congregational Church in St. John's, New{oundland,
after spending a few wecks among them, and expects to enter upon his duties
there early in July.

Our Voruxteers. — It is difficult for those who are not personally acquainted
with the matter to realize how large a proportion of the nokle volunteers who have
Jjust rendered such signal service to the country are devoted and carnest followers
of the Saviour. Take as a specimen that regiment which had the honor of being
the first whose members shed their blood in defence of our soil, the * Queen's Own "
of Toronto. There is scarcely a church or a Sunday-school in the city which is
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not represented in that corps. Letters have been received from men at the front
which recall in interest the famous letters from the soldiers of the Crimea, A
friend of mine has shown me one written by an active and devoted Sabbath-school
teacher <hortly after the fatal skirmish at Ridgeway, the interest of which is suffi-
cient to justify placing some extracts from it before your readers. Writing a fow
days after the skirmish, he says:—

“[ should very much like to tell the children of our Sunday-school, and espe-
cially the boys of my own class, some of the events in connection with our recent
engagement with the Fenians.  We set off in good spirits, hardly realizing our
danger, or thinking that in a few short hours many of us would be hurried into
eternity. When we arrived near the place where the Fenians were supposed to be,
an advanced-guard was formed to go in front of the main body of the column, com-
posed of the men of the company to which I belong. When the advance-guard
saw the enemy and gave the usual signal of their being in sight, we were deployed
into skirmishing order, and then received the order to advance, which we did with
great steadiness, not one man flinching. * * * "We had hardly got under cover
when the bullets came sharp and fast, and then it was that our Ensign—poor
McEachren—fell ; he gave such a piteous cry, that I shall never forget it.as long as
[ live.—ITe was not more than five yards from me when he fell. It is beyond me
to describe to you the feelings I had during the engagement, and the rest of the
day, while men on either side of me were struck down; God in his great mercy
saw fit to spare my life,. Our company, after being under fire for half an hour,
were called in, and then we had to cross the field, with no cover to protect us but
God's all-powerful shield. Shortly after we came in, the unfortunate order of Col.
Booker was given to form square, which was like presenting the side of a house
for the enemy to fire at, and there a great many of our brave fellows fell. The
cominand to retreat was then given, and the column started back to Ridgeway.
Several officers of the Queen’s Own tried to rally, and five times did we turn and
try, but all was in vain ; and, after fighting for two hours and a half under a scorch-
ing sun, amidst bullets falling almost like hail, we had to walk eighteen miles buck
to Port Colborne, the place where we were billeted, and arrived there tired, foot-
sore, weary, and broken spirited, every onc making eager inquiries after brothers
or friends who were missing. In the evening, as was my ¢ustom (for I had charge
of a billet of six men, all of whom were uninjured), I read the 121st, 124th, and
125th Psalms to the men, and we all offered up to God onr heartful gratitude for
Ilis merey in preserving us in our great danger.

*“In the middle of the night we were again awoke by the bugle sounding the
alarm, and hurrying down to the parade ground, we found that, with some reinforce-
ments from London, we were going to make a second attack. T'he feclings of our
men were very different from that of the morning before : they all knew their dan-
ger, and felt if we did meet the enemy, some, they knew not who, would have to
die; they were all quite silent, the officers quietly giving their orders. During
the first few miles, when we expected to come upon the enemy every moment,
many were the parting requests made, if any of us should be spared alive to tell
them. * * * Tam sure this battle has led many who were careless and indif-
ferent about their soul’s salvation, to look more earnestly to the great and solemn
question ‘What must I do to be saved "

Could anything be more touching than that scene round the camp-fire on the
evening of the eventful day, when the providence of God so wonderfully preserved
them ? That famous 121st Psalm beginning with I will lift up mine eyes to the
hills from whence cometh my help,” how it has for ages been a well-spring of
comfort to the people of God! * * *

The first man whose blood was shed in the sacred cause of our country's freedom,
was an active and consistent member of the Methodist Church. Others of the
dead were mourned by pastors of the Church of England and the Presbyterian
Church. Mix in conversation with the members of churches in the city, and you
will be told that in such a school, and that only a small one, one teacher and two
members of the Young Men’s Bible class are away at the front; in another a
Mission school five or six of the elder scholars—stout and hearty young fellows—
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arealso away. A teacher in a Union School in the suburbs reports several of his
class ““ at the front”’ and go where you will, the word is the same.

Our volunteers in fact arc the choicest men we have. Several of the killed and
wounded. were * honor men” of the University, and the * University Corps” was
foremost in the fight at Ridgeway, and distinguished itself by its steadiness and
gallantry. The officers of the various companies are largely cofnposed of our
younger men of business, and there is scarcely a family in the city which has sons
old enough to shoulder a rifle that is not represented in the field. Pass from house
to house in the pleasant suburbs of the city, and the report is the same, * We
have a son there,” “and so have we,” ‘“‘and so have we.” Many a mother’s heart
was wrung with anxiety on the day when this skirmish occurred, and all the day
following, and the day after that; and many a one, at this moment, though mourn-
ing her dead, yet recalls with pride and satisfaction that the life of her loved ono
has been given in 2 noble cause.

The character of our volunteers presents a striking contrast to that of the men
who have taken part in this infamous picee of filibustering, which they went to
repel.  The Fenians, to judge by their prisoners, seem to have been largely com-
posed of the very offscouring of the cities of the States. One of our young men,
humanly speaking, was surely worth 2 whole regiment of such miscreants.

I ought nct to conclude without referring in terms of special thankfulness to
God’s providential goodness in preserving the lives of our men. All who are
acquainted with the circumstances, are amazed that we had no more killed and
wounded. When a square was formed, it secems little less than a miracle, that
half of them were not put kors de combat. The shicld of Divine protection was
over them, and they came out of the storm of bullets unharmed.

Altogether, we may look back on these events, with a profound fecling of satis-
faction.—We have proved ourselves worthy descendants of those whose courage
and faithfulness have been tested in ages of conflict, and we can feel that in this
land of our adoption, the virtues that have made the mother country first among
nations, are being perpetuated in her children.—Montreal Witness.

Toronto June 15, 1866.

Miscellancons.

“A CHILD SHALL LEAD THEM.”

A soldier in a European army. whose life and conduct were anything but
Christian, was brought to Jesus iu a singular way, which may serve to illustrate
the truth, ‘* A little child shall lead them.” He was quartered some wecks, in
the winter, with a pious farmer and his family. They were kind and hospitatile,
and truly religious. His first meal in that house made an impression upon his
mind. Before eating, the parents, children, and farin servants, cach stood behind
a ctair, and bowed the bead while the father asked a blessing.  After they had
caten, all did the same, and the fatber returned thanks. All went to their occu-
pations, the children to school, except Johuny, the youngest. The soldier sat
down after dinner, gazing from the window on the surrounding objects, feeling
impressed with this thought—these people love God.

While thus meditating, the little boy came up lovingly, looked into his eyes,
and said, ‘ Tell me something about the dear Jesus.,” Rather startled at the
request, he began talking about dogs, horses, cows, and other things. When he
stopped, the little one looked into his face again, and said, * Do tell me something
about Jesus.”  Somewhat ashamed, the soldier replied, ‘I don't know auything
about him.” Johnny, much surprised at the answer, replied, *“ And you so big,
and don't know anything about Jesus Christ? If you don’t love hins and serve
him, when you die you won’t go to heaven.” The soldier could not reply. This
was an arrow from God. e felt miserable.  Ile soon left the house, and joined
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his comrades in the village. T vain he tried to forget the child’s words. * And
Fou so big, and don't know anything about Jesus.,” e lingered till dusk, and
returned to the farm-house, hoping that he might avoid the praying. The careful
wife had reserved his supper, and as he sat down to the table, hislittle friend said,
“ Pray first, then eat.”  Quite discomfited by this rebuke, he laid down his knife
and fork, noi knowing what to do. The little fellow, seeing his embarrassment,
folded his hands and asked God’s blessing on the soldier’s supper. Strange
thoughts passed through his mind while he was eating.

When the table was cleared, all the family were seated for evening worship, and
each one wus supplied with « Bible. All united in reading the Scriptures, the
good father making a few comments, The soldier read with them. All joined in
singing a hymn. The father prayed, and did not forget the soldier. 'They then
retired for the night, ali except their guest, and the farmer and his wife. They
spoke kindly to the youngsoldier and read other portions of Scripture, and prayed,
then showed him his room The strangest kind of feelings came over him. ‘The
Spirit of God was shedding light on that dark mind. Ife was ashamed, troubled,
hardly knew what to do. So he kneeled down by the bed and prayed, * 0 God
of this house, be my God.”—The first prayer he had offered for many years., 1e
now prayed for mercy. He was led to the sanctuary, found peace in believing on
Jesus, and is now a devoted disciple of Christ, labouring for the extension of his
kingdom.—S. S. Protestant.

THE WANT OF POPULAR PREACIERS.

The Church needs preachers as well as scholars. It is eeririnly no reproach
to these men that they were not both ; nor do we think that they would have tuken
a higher position, or rendered more real gervice to the cause of truth in the world,
had they chosen aunother path. But while we would protest against any attempt
to try men of this order by a false standard, and to uaderrate the work they did
because there is work of another kind which they wero. nor fitted to do, we feel
Jjust as much bound to oppose those who would, reasoning from these exceptional
cases, disparage the importance of meantal culture for the Christian minister.
The truth is, those who are thus held up to imitation most earnestly deplore
that they had been too early burried into work for which they wero imperfectly
equipped, and urge on younger men the duty of improving the more abundant
educational advantages which lic within their reach. Nor, while we render due
honour to our preachers, would we ever forget that Nonconformity has work alse
that can be doue only by scholars. Beyond a doubt, our churches should devote
more caro to the training of men for this special service ; but it should be remem-
bered by those who reproach us with the want of great scholarship, that they
have themselves closed the national universities agalsst us, that the rich reves-
ues appropriated by private or public benevolence for the encouragement of learn-
ing have all been monopolized by a favoured sect; that we have no deaneries or
canonries or rich prebendal stalls to furnish able men with a quiet aud luxurious
retreat in which to prosecute their studies, and that the advantages our ministers
have are the fruit of the zeal and generosity of our people, and, imperfect as
they may be, are themselves the proofs of the value which we attach to mental
culture. While, too, we hold in bigh estimation the men of the Anglican
Church who have attained distinction as scholarly divines, we are not prepared
to admit that they have ministered more richly and efficiently to the spiritual
life of their country and generation than the men who, with humbler attain-
ments, have consecrated their lives to the simple work of preaching the *“un-
searchable riches” of Christ. There is a class of men always ready to sueer at
popular preachers, aud to pleass themselves with the notion that the only reason
why their own ponderous and sleep-producing discourses do not meet with wider
acceptance is, because they are too learned, and are not likely, therefore, to please
audiences who are satisfed with o superficial twaddle dealt out to them by their
favourites. We often concede too much to the arrogance snd conceit of such
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men ; and certaisly were our ministers content to accommadate themselves to
their espeetations, the result would be most unhappy for the congregations as well
ag for the preachers. The pulpit was never designed to be a place of critical dis-
cussions or metaphysical essays; and to complain of sermons because they are
marked by simplicity of style, and deal rather with familiar and primary truths,
aud pass by curious questions that tead ot to edifying, is to forget the great end
which all preaching should seek to accomplish. The man who can gather num-
bers to hear the Word of God, and who by his appeals can arrest their attention,
convince their judgment, stimulate their conscience, and quicken their whole
spiritual being, may fail to conciliate these exalted critics, who may brand bhis
sermons as feeble and unintelligent, bat he is in the highest sense of the term
a great preacher.— British Quarlerly Review.

Men and actions, like objects of light, have their points of perspective—some
must be seen at & distance.

Want of employment is the most irksome of all wants.

Many gain fiuvour because their enmity is not dreaded, and others beeause it is.

Success is the child of cheerfulness and courage.

The terror of being thought poor has ruined thounsands.

Wine and passion are racks oft used to extract words from us.

Most men know what they hate, few what they love.

Loctry.

TIIOUGHYTS ON WORDS.
From ¢ Phe Scctsman?

Lixe fairy forms that in the greenwood play,
Like merinaids sporting in the deep blue sea:
Like children laughing round the glowing hearth,
Qur pure thoughts rise, bright, innocent, and free.

Like evil satyrs roughly handling beauty,
Like sharks remorseless seizing on their prey:
Like tyrant pedagogues on children scowling,
Men take our words to torture and to slay.

Like roses glittering with the dews of heaven,
Like clear drops falling from a fountain pure:
Like bright sparks flashing from 2 deathless fire ,
Our thoughts rise upwards, and our sorvow cure.

But, in the soil of words transplanted, soon
Decays the roses’ bloom: the water clear,
Hot-bubbling from the spring, in the cold air
Is changed to icicles: such fate we fear.

For when we seck to melt the golden ore,

And make it current coia, how great's the loss;
Words, what are they but gilded ornaments,
Gold beaten thin: not substance, merely gloss.

February 19, 1566. . B, W.



