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oUR A'LMA MA‘I‘ER.

a2

Tur Tyro in making its bow to the public, and soliciting for
itself a candid hearing, cannot avoid saymf* something about our

Alma Mater, who has embraced us in her loving arms, and

watched over and stimclated our intellectual giowth thes far.
Thirteen years ago the Institute at Woodstock was opened for
inshruction. The school was. organized on the fourth of J uly,

1860 ; and by the end of the first short term, there were bétween -
thirty and forty pupils on tbe roll. The second term the attend:

ance was nearly double the above number. But before the thivd )

term, opened the Iastitute buildiags wero bwrned down. * On the
morning of the 8th of January, 1861, on tlie spob where our
presenb noble edifice stands, there was nothing but a pde 0f
smoking ruins. When the former edifice {which" was b q\ube

(nuslu,d) was burned, the Trustees had'only eight thoucand il
lars insurance on it, and they owed thirteen thousand six }mndreu. ‘

dollats.  Few then had any confidence in the Baptists being able

to organize a good school, and hence up to this time contributions

came in grudgingly. But the terrible calamity which caive upon '

the Institute at the very thresheld of its career, touched the great

* hewrt of the Denomination, and in fourteen weeks twehty-one )

thousand six hundved dollars were subscribed to rebuild the Insti-
tate edifice, and pay off the debt. The Hon. Wm. McMaster,
who has wore than once inaugurated schemes which have resulted
in great good to our educutional intevests, promptly came forward

~
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after the fire and pledged four thousand dollars (in addition to
previous generous contributions) on condition that Swenty
thousand dollars should be vaised. This, as we have said, was
speedily done and even exceceded. In this way we secured our
main building, but we had no library nor philosophical apparatus;
how were these to be got ¢ Goa raised up friends whose repeated
acts of liberality, have, to a great extent, supplied these wants.

‘We have now about 3,Q(TO ¥pls. of well selected buoks, and the
number is increasing *more and moro rapidly. J.S. McMaster,
Esq., of Manchester, has been the largest conbributor to the
Libravy, and T, James Claxton, Esq., of Montreal, has nearly
oveltal'en lum in donations for this object. Thomas Lailey, Esq.,
of ;oxontv, Thas also madoe & fine confribution. Then, as we have
no endowment as yet, it is negessary o raisg funds year by year
for the carrent expenses. This work our Principal has under-
taken and-effected in a most satisfactory manner thus far. Several
large he:u,t,ed and far sighted ‘men have contributed two hundred
dollars  yearly for, th;s object, . A.R. Mcdlaster, Hsq., and J. S.

A cl\Iuster, qu ., have each given two hundred dollars per annum
{owards our, curyent expenses for a number of years. D. D.

Calvin, Hsq,, M.B 2., gives. the same amount, and two ar three
others give ong lnndred dollys each yearly. The attendance of
pupils during the last six or seven years hes steadily imcrensed,
‘We have usually the largest attendance during the Winter term,
and ouwr smallest dming the Swmmer, Our growth may be judged
from the following statement,:  The number on the roil in tho
‘Winter, of 1871 was 184 ; the number on the roil lust Winter
was 159., The roll of the Smumer term (1871) was 103. That
of tlns Summcl is 122. This.grewth has obliged the Trustees to
enlarge their -buildings apd facilities for instruction. Messrs.
McMasteg:;md Claxton generously headed a movement for this
object witk a subscription of. §4,000, To this there have been
added contributions from the Denomination amounting to $13,000,
making in all, for land requived by the Institute, and buildings,
$17,000. .The Trustees are engaged in enlarging the present main
edifice so,as to double the capacity of the dining room and furnish
three large class rooms, & This enlargement will be completed
by next Fall term.  They ave also engaged in tho creetion of a
separate building, ninety feet long by figty wide, with a wing 70
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festlong. The building will be'thres stovies high, and will, with
the other changes now inprogress, nearly double the capacity of the
Institute. This sepavate building, we are sorry fto learn, will not
he completed till a year from next Soptenibér.  Otie felifure in all
this work, we wish 1o present with special prpminence to owr
readers:—The Trustees parpose completing theit préqeh% enlarge-
ment p]am without debt. They wish to pleser\'e this noble
property, which they ave-accumulating and perfecting for the De-
nomination, without encumbrance. ’ Thoy msh to Beir Wlth them
the motto of the noble Hampden, .zestigia pulle vgtorsum. We
take no backward steps, our way in our great work is onvard and
npward! We cannot close this brief p@peb'ivith'éizt ézllajiiifng to one
or two other facts connected with the.work and history:of our be-
loved schocl. 'We need scavcely remind ‘Gur readers’ that both
males end females are received into the hteuuy depmtment and
the style and character of the instruction wlich-they ‘feccive in
this department may be judged of from the shmdmﬂ taken by our
boys at their examinations in Tomnto Umversxty, * Weho; pe to
have, ere long, a body of examiners appointed by the aut'hon(:y of
tho Ontaric Government, who shz}]l be uuconnected w1bh the work
of tenching, and whose duty it shall be to examine all apphcants for
standings or degrees. Then we shall not fear. 1o Jma .our boys
enter into competition with any ard all comers. The ! rehmous
henefiis of this school should not be'oveilooked. Ovel two
hundred and fifty young people have been hopefilly converted in
tne Institute, since it +was opened for scholdrs. That is, from
fifteen to twensy per cent. of all those wlo ' were nor-professors
of religion at the time of their admission, have been brought, as
wo hope, to the knowledge of Christ. For this, all true Christians
must be thankful to God. In this our first paper, we have
deemed it proper to sketch the history of our Alma Mater, allude
to what has been done for her, and hint at what she has done. We
shall leave to theimagiuation of our readers, to fancy what may
be the future of the Institute. It ie standing on a firm-foindu-
tion, out of debt, surrounded by the sympathies: and afiection of
the B&ptlst Denommatmn, and, many qthets besxdes, It is re-
sulved to raise its curriculwm, and extend its sphe.e of useful-
ness; and we heartily join in stying Fucdlsior)~ Weare' tesolved
not only to help our Alma Mater in her greit work, but duly to
inform our readers of her progress and tunmphs.
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TIME,

' ' (From *“The Garland,"}
Speed on, O Time, thy stayless chariot wheels ;
Thou guerdian of forgutten love speed on.

Thou, wise in all earth’s scioots ‘neath whose seal,
Dim with the dust of ages, mysteries lie,
‘Which man has sought, but ever vainly sought,
To fathom. Jealously as miser guards
His glittering treasurcs, deep in murky vault,
Whers never ray of blessed sunlight comes
To guild the gloom, nor the pure breath of heaven
To stir the noisome vapors, so dost thou,
O Time, thy treasures guard. Oh ! now relent ;
We wait to seize thy spoils ; our eager hearts
Burn for the story of the vanished years.
Unfold the record of forgotten days,
Of lands renowned of old. Cities whose towers
And palaces and gilded fanes, now prone
In utter ruin on the barren earth,
Alone remain to tell us what they were.
Who reared those lofty piles of stately marble ?
Those graceful pillars 7  Whose triumphal train
Swept proudly through those arches, now defaced
. And slowly crumbling into dust ? Whose voice
In patriot .eloquence waked thunder in
Those halls of shade ? And who in other days,
Mid terraces and hills now desolate,
Dwelt ppacefully and called those ruins home!?
Canst thou not tell { Perchance from thy dim page
Their diary has faded, never more
The eyes of man togreet, till that great day
When thou shalt render up thy long account;
When light eternal, falling on thy scroll,
Shall trace the tale in living lines again,
. . Then guard thy tressures; place thy royal seal

. Uponthe sepulchre. Theve let them lie,

| Till that dread hour, when from the mount of God
The trampet that shall wake the dead to life,
Proclaims thy mission ended and thyself no more.

Miss BELLA SINCLAIR,

-

GIDEON.

BY R3V. C, PERRIN.

There are three periods in the history of this remarkable
man which are filled with instruction. .

L. * And Gideon threshed wheat by the wine-press to hide it from
the Midianites."—Jud 6, 11. This is the first time that he is in-
troduced to us, and that he was a man who feared the Lord, even at
this time we doubt not, for the following rcasons ;—First, hecause
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the Lord appeared to him and eventually commissioned him to be
the deliverer of His people. Secondly, because he appears to have
been familiar with the hislory of God’s people, and the mighty mi-
racles Fe had wrought for their deliverance in the past. It is true
that the seriptures say that “an Angel of the Lord appeared unto
him,” but this same Angel is called the Lord—-in the Hcbrew,
Jchovah, and not Adoni. This name, Jehovah, is never applied
to any created intelligence, but is the incommunicable name of
the Almighty, This. then, without doubt,was “The Angel .of the
Covenant,” the Tternal Word, the Lord of Angels and of. Glovy,
This was He¢ that wrestled with Jacob,that appeared unto Moses,
conversed with Joshua as a man talketh with a man. But then
Gideon appears to have been a secret worshipper.  His father was an
1dohton, a worshipper of Baal, and we have no reason to suppose that
previous to this time G1de0n had taken any verv publiic stand on
the Tord’s side. He had faith, but his faith was very weak, and so
he threshed whet in seeret that he might hide it from the -.hﬂrmuc\

TI. “And soit was because he ﬁ.ared his father’s housdxold and
the men of the city, that he could not do it by day, that he dul it
by night’—Jud: 6.2%: Here was an advance, his faith had in-
creased, but it was stil weak! The Lord had commanded him
to overthrow the altar of Baal which his father had bmlded (to cut
down the sacred grove which surrounded it, and to build an alter
and offer sacrifice to the one living and true God The man-fearmw
spivit still haunted him, and so, for fear of his futhcr s
house and  his neighbors he did it in the night. Nevertheless
it was a bold step, a decisive step, a declaration of war against
wolatry and all its iniquities. Hedid ittoo,in the presence of his ser-
vants, and assisted by them. It was as thoughhe had suid ““as for me
and my house we will serve the Lord.”

In the morning there was a great excitement in the city, and a
general enquiring “ who hath done this?” Aund when it was told
them that Gideon the son of Joash had done this thing” they de-
manded of the father thal he surrender his son to be put to death.
But the old man was not disposed to grant their request. Ier-
haps he had been led of Iate to contrast their poverty and humilat-
ing condition as idolators, with what they were as a people when the
Lord was their Ged, and when there was' no strangs god among
them. I fancy that when he was told in the morning thas the Pa.
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gun altar was broken down, and the idolatrons grove levelled with
the earth, there was a thrill of joy in his heart,—joy to know that
in such degenerate times, there were those who did not fear to dr
clare themselves for the God of Israel. Andwhat must have been
his joj when told that Gideon, his own son, was the man who had
done this thing! And Joash said unto those who demanded the
young man’s life, ¢ Will ye plead for Baal 2 Will ye save him ?
He that will plesd for him, let him be put to death whilst it is yet
morning ; ifhebe 2 god let him plead for himself, because one
hath cast down his altar.”

II7. “But thespirit of the Lord came upon Gideon,and he blew 2
trumpet ; and Abieser, (that is the people of his native piace) was
cathered unto him.” Jud. 6. 34. e goes no longer about his work
in the gloom and darkness of night, but in the bright blaze of day,
he blows with a trumpet the shrill blast of war, suimnoning the peo-
ple to battle. Oh, how has his faith increased ! Who is this around
whem the thousands of Iseael are gathering in battle array 2 Who

is this that blews so mightily the trumpet of war ? Tt isnonc other

than Gideon who was “threshing wheat by the winepress, and hiding
it for fear of the Midianites.” It is none other than Gideon who
¢ threw down the altar of Baal” by night, “and cut down the grove
that was by it;" for **z0 it was, because he feared his father’s house-
hold and the men of the city, that he could not do it by day, that
Tie did it by night.” ‘Bus the spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon,”
he became strong, bold, “and he Ulew a trumpet, and Abieser was
gathered unto him.”

-

Reasox Axp Farrr.—An old writ ' says :—Faith and reason ma
be compared to iwo travellers. Faith is like a man in full health,
who can walk his twenty or thirty miles ai a time without suffering.
Reason is like a little child, who can only, with difficulty, accomplish
three or four aniles. *“'Well,” says this old writer, “ on a given day
Reason says to Faith, O, good Faith, let me walk with thee.” Thith
replice, ““0, Reason, thou canst nover walk with me !” However, to
try their paces, they set out together ; Lut they soon find it hard to
keep company. When they came to @ deep river, Reason says, © T
can never ford this ;” bat Faith wades througn it singing. Vhen
they reach a lofty monntain, there is the same exclamation of dispair;
and in such cases Faith, L1 order not o Ieave reason behind, is -
Liged to carry him on his back ; “and,” adds the writer, % O ! what
alugmage is roasom to Faith e Fealliers for Aorors,
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MaN.

How poor, how rich, how abject, how august,
How complicate, how wonderfnl, is man !

How passing wonder He, who made him such !
Who centr'd in our make such strange cxtremes
¥rom different natares marvellously mixt,
Conncetion exquisite of distant worlds!
Distinguished link in being’s endless chain!
Midway from nwthing to the Deity !

A beam ethereal, sullied and absorpt !

Thovgh sullied and dishonor’d, still divine!
Dim miniature of greatness absolute !

An heir of glory ! a frail child of Qust !
gelpless, immortal ! insect, infinite !

Aworm ! 2 God !—T tremble at mysclf,

And in mysclf am lost ! at home a stranger,

- Thought wanders up and down, surpris'd, aghast,
And wondering at her oron. How Reason recls !
O, what a mixcle to man isman,

‘Triumphantly distress’d ! what joy, what dread,
Alternately trensported, and alarm’d !
What can preserve my life 7 or what destroy ?
An angel’s avm can’t snatch me from the grave ;
Legions of angels can’t confine me there.

—Young’s Night-Thoughts.

-

AN ORPHEAN. .

Who can tell the first realization of these words, An Orphan.
There was a time when I had a home, when mother's bright smile
lighted up our houscheld, when father's cvening return brought
cladness to the heart.  But when T look back it seems but 2 dreaum.
Sweet images of the past recross my mind, faint outlives of what
ance was,what might have beeun,but what can never be enjoyed by me.
Phe portraits of these dsjarted have been almost effaced by the rude
hand of time, but never will their love be forgotten. Can I cver
forget the cold and dreary day when she who bere me was cagricd in
solemn pall from the home she had once rade =0 happy! Can 1
farget the nights of weeping, of long, of childish sorrow! Hovw
often did T wonder if her spirit form hovered near me; swonder if
she loved me still; wonder if she would“kiss me gondnight™ once more
if ¢he could. I shall not soon forget the tears of mauly sorrow ny
father shad ; wot swon forget hearing his heavy groans, and wonder-
ingif he was thinking of mamma. But onlv anether year had
passed away, and he teo was gnne {rom me,and I was alonc; no one
to talk with me, no onc to confide in, no vne to weep with, no one
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to whom I could tell my little sorrows,noone to read to me the story
of Jesus' life, how he called little children like lJambs to his fold, to
repeat the wenderful events of Calvary and the sross, toteil me that
it was for ry sin that Christ had dicd, Cthers might try but they
could not do it as father had. His prayers can never be forgotten. Iis
teachings have been indellibly stampe! upon mind and heart. His
precepts were lofty, his motives were pure. He, doubtless, had his
faults, but filial love fails to discover them—he was my father. And
in the leng years that have since rolled by, how much I uave
missed tke affection und protection of both father and mother.
Sometimes it almost seems that they ave lost to me forever, but, no.

“They are not lost; they are within the door

That shuts out loss and every hurtful thing ;

With Angels bright, and loved ones gone before,

In the Redeemer's presenco evermore.

And God himsel§ their Lord, and Judge, and King.”

The path trodden without parental guidance has been a crooked
one ; the world has often been cold and cheerless. The blasts of
adversity have been keenly piereing, while my poor heart has aiways
yearned for sympathy, jor that sympathy felt and given by a fond
parent only.

But still it is for me to reenrd the goodness and faithfulness
of the “Father of the Fadierless,” whilein the gloom I cry :

The way is dark, mwv father! Cloud on cloud
TIs gathering thickly o'er my head, and loud
The thunders roar above me.  See, I stand
Like oue hewiidered!  Father, take my hant’
And threugh the gloom,
Lend safely home,
Thy child.” Ira Surrs.

<>

Wemax.—The great cmblems of her sphere are tho words lorv
luane, molher.  She is the object of the purest and most lasiing earth-
ily laves ; she males home, and the sacred word mothcr, speaks {or
itsclf to cvery heart. A mother’s love is awolden cond, twining
around cack heart ir: the home-cirele, and binding all firmly together.

Frrexpsumr.—He that daes abaso thing in zeal for lis iriend,
burng the golden thread that ties their hearts together,

é
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Robiic’s Grave.

BY REV. C. PERRIN,

[July,

Lines on the death of a beloved child, who died of scarlet fever in

the winter of 1871. Catt
There is silence in our dwelling,
Every voice is hushed to-night.
For we're thinking of the loved one,

- ‘We have buried out of sight.. .

Thinking of the childisuprattle;
And the sunny golden hair.
Of the eyes that shone so brightly
And the little face so fair,
Now the, winter winds are sighing, .

And the gloomy pirie trees wave) i -

- And 'the silent snow 48 drifting:; ;v ;
Qver Liftle Robbies grave,- ,

NEFTEH Wl
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There is darfmess in our dwelling,

Though the lamps are buruing bright,

" For we're thinking of the ddtling
- "That lies buricd out of.sight. r:1..> -
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How the firé of fever scorched him. ;.. T o e it

How we watched to see him.die, . ’

“Through those nights sd long an’&'é(i‘eb.ry, SRR
.~ When 10 neighbour-dared come nigh..- - : :

. How the winter winds are sighing; - .
Aiid in gloom the pine treds wave,

v And the silent'snow is driftisig T

*Over little ;Raobb:ie’s,grave, I T
. THere is jreace Within our dwelling,
* Which nosorrow can destroyy . *:

For weknow it was in mercy, .
That God took our darling boy, -

And although our tears.are falling, ..

And our hearts are filled, with pain,
Still we bow submissive, knowing =
hat our Jossis Robbie’s gain.
Thus content we'yield the treasure, .. -
To the loving hands that gave,
And rcjoice, though snows are drifting
Over little Robbie’s grave. ° R
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Prayer wings its way to the throne of the Eternal, and becomes

interwoven with $he very purposes of Deity.—Fyfe.

‘ < e e : . . '
No ¢ord or cable- can draw so forcibly, or bind so fast, as love

can dn with mnly 2 a single thread,

of
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ABOUT OFINIONS.

BY TROF. WELLS, M, A.

Aniur Helns, in one of his ¢ Hints for Essays,” says “ There
has often been a fanciful discussion among thonghtful men as to the
peculiar virtue or quality which, if incressed, wounld do most service
tomankind. I venture fo putin a claim fof moderation. If we
Jook at history, or at the daily transactions, public and private,
of our feilow men, one of the most notable facts is their proneness
to ruch from one estreme to another. It may almost be maintain-
cd that mankind arc‘nlwnys in extremes+”

In few things, perhaps, i8 this proaeness to extremes more mani-
fest than it our modes of holding and propagating our opinions. We
use the word “opinions” in a sense somewhat wider than its ordi-
nary one, as denoting every-shade of conviction and belief, not rest-
ing upon positive and indisputabie preof. The teadency to ex-
tremes in matters of opinion has its origin in our modes of thinking,
and one of its mos! striking illustrations isto be found in the
various opinions held astothe value of opinions themselves, and the
proper mode of holding them. For instance, it is not long since we
heard an excellent and venerab]e preacher assertin snbstance and in
pretty vigorcus AngloSaxon, his disinclination tohave much inter-
coutse cither in ihis world or the next, with the man who had not
clearly defined and desply cut convictions wpon the subordinate
questions in dispute between Christian sects, and who was not ready
to fight for those convictions upon any occasion. Oun the other
hand their isa strongly marked tendencyat the present day, in many
minds to revolt against all creedsin scienee, politics or religion.
Universa! doubtis -extolled as the only rational attitude for the
philosophic mind, “Scepticism” becomes “ the highest of duties,
blind faith the one unpardonable sin.”

v rreramesen
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The natural history of opmums would ce\:tamly bea comphcated
if not sn interesting, study. Ifsome Agassizor Husley, fond of
antiquarian research and nice analysis, in- this subdivision of the
moral Kingdom, should set out to take stock of the views, major
and minor, prevalent in a single community, what a seope would be
afforded for his powers. How interesting, for instance, would be
the results of a classification upon the basis, say of the relative im-
portance attached to each by the individual, or of the zeal displayed
in propagation, or of the degres of toleranee for eonﬁxctmfr opinions,
or of the bearing of different species upon the health h'lppmeec and
usefulness of the holder. And then again what stupendous con-
trasts. Side hy sxde in the same sox] it may be, would be found
flourishing the most absolute faith in the dnme nnht of 3 Boutbon,
and the most intensely Communistic zeal in the, eﬁ'on to bnng suck
apothegms as * Property is Robbery” and ¢ Yo Z)Dpdlb, Vox .Dez,
to, practical apphcahons never dreamed of by thexr aut}xors The
space or~rpied in our religious mind by medltatlons Japan-; suelx
themes as the nature of the Delty ang the immortality of the ,soul,
is by another devoted to reflection, upon the proper eleyatxon pf a
wafer, or the orthodox stylc of genuflexion. ey

i

One of the most interesting questions in respeab to nplmons is
that of their.origin. Tt would, we fanoy, pusele the ingenuity of a
Darwin to trace the motley host to any common patentage. Suppose
our naturalist, pencil in hand, to ask each of one hundred. men. his
views upon each of one hundred topics within the range of commnion
place thought. Probably ninety-nine out of the hundred would be
ready to pronounce a olear, decided opinion nop mncty~mne out of
the hundred subjects, though, probably, to nine-tentbs of them . he
had nevergiven an honrs’ patient, dispassionate thought, In order
to get some. definite coneeption of the rich results ;hat ould re-
nay a farther i inquiry into the origin and Wowth of ‘these, opinions,
one cannot, perhaps, do better than catechise his own individual con-
sciousness. How many, we will not say sxmply of onr less Jmport.mt
views, but of our most cherished and, as we- would say, deliberate
convictions, would be found to have come down to us as heir looms,
inherited with our ancestors’ goods and chattels?. How many have
been imperceptibly imbibed, without examination,-from parents,
and teachers. and youthful associates? How large a percentsge
of the nuwmerous, possibly incompatible, items, which make up the
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sum total of our religious or political creed, is due to persistent it-
eratlon it ‘the ]u;mted and probably oné:sided stocL of " books, magn;
zines and ncwspapers, \“Iuch have Deen” thhm oir reach, and sup-
plied our ehlef mte]lec{ual dlet? How' many an opinion, —ﬁret
enunciated : at hup-hazurﬂ it may be,m consequence of thit weak vanity,
or moral cownrdlce, which ‘makes "us “ashamed to say “I doh't
lmow or decl'n‘ed for t}msakeof‘ argunient, or under the mnpu]se
of ﬂmt mental putrnaclty which ‘s¢izes one so “strongly in the pre- _
sende of ' cer tmn dowmauats——has ionnr smcc beecome, by the heat of
argunient, 1nseparab]y fused or wolded into themass of our strongest _
eonvletwns. And on tti¢ 'other hand, how many of our firmest
behef's can w conécxeﬁtloucly affirm; have heen adopted onls after
patlent eaimeat ‘unprejudiced, ahd exh:ustlve investigation. Of
course 'Wwé are fir ‘froin ‘wishing to intimate that the stiru.z value
of an “opinion as ‘trug or false, depends i in ‘any degree upon the
thoron‘"h'.le;s with whlch its holder has mastered the emdrnce upon
wliich it Tedts:" .Lrt(th lias; e rejoice to beheve, an mmnsw und’
eternal'¥alue, qu]te mdepen({enﬂy of the breadth of view and can-
dour ofifs holder, and is an inalienable boon to its possessor, how-"
ever he miny havelcttained it. But the amount of ‘eredit due to _
the individual is quite another thing. A friend cf the writer had: o
favourite spying that an :expression of . opinion was of value, or the
upposité, iz proportion :ns there:was ¢ a-man'behind it.” May ave
not-safely affirm :that in the moral sphere.a ‘truth is, in one.sense, .
of. value-oily ‘ins propornon as thero is a buitress of well-weighed.
cvidence behind.it. .0 .. ... :

-4 Wliat then, alas? a T to do 2" We oan faney the self-ana-
Iyst gxclhitning; ‘as "ﬁe' tarns ‘bewildeted »nd’ desparing from the
work of* mtrospecuon und views spread out before him, the shat-
teréd fragmdnts’of ' many of his shapeliést and most cherished opin-
ions, ‘whose foundations huve crumbléd: ‘Benéath “the new ‘and stern "
test so rﬁthle..s]y applied. - “ It 15, indeed, too true, that not a tithe
of my ‘cénvictiond Tave'éver been: wewhed in 22 impartial ‘balanee
against opposing views; or examined in tlie” ‘clear, " day, light of ‘evi-
dcnce by axf unbisssed judgment: - And worst of all, simu]d I now’
decide to*cast- 1o’ the winds-all this sliattered mass, :md commeénce
the Work of reconstruction from rew: miaterial; the task would be
an utterly ‘hopelessione, The short span of ﬂxe ‘longest. lifetime
would not °uiﬁco to collegt eshaustively, and weigh lcu;r.xtdy the
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evidence in regard tcone of a thousand of the more complicated
social, moral and secondary religious questions of the day, even could
I hepe, as I certainly cannot, even to acquire that equilibrium of
judgment indispensable to success in the undertaking. Am 7,
then, condemned to a state of perpetual oscillation, or rather mental
equipoise’ and inactivity, evor afraid to step for fear of going wrong,
or to express an opinion lest my duta prove 1ncomplcte or my: Jud"-
ment unreliable ?

Such a conclusion bears, of course; -its absurdxty upon its face.
The traiix of thought which sometimes temptsus towards it may
he profitable o otherwise, necording td the use tve make-of it

It can scarcely fail to be' proﬁtablg i it teach us moaesfy and
charity modesty in respeet to our own views of* tmth ch.nn,y fur the
views of others,” If the chances of o'} being wrong 'in any ‘matter
not susceptible of the crucial tbsts of! cvpeﬁence 'mathematmal de-
monstration, or infallible auﬂlomy, are §0 iy, there must dlivays
be at lenst a few chances of éur opponents being’ right, - If the' dis.
turbing clements of ignorance, and prejudice and mental fdolence
affeét so l'lr«ely the commonest orerations of oiir own faciﬂtms‘ 1f, is
but reasonable that we should cherish 2 large tolerance for the fante”
defects in others. Here, then, we have the best antidote’ to’ bwotry,
which is cver ‘the offspring of narrowness, and’ the foe of mfrospe\.non.
For owr own ‘part we never hear ‘o man affirming with dogmatic
emplasis, where others, equally wise and candid, doubt, or dedrying
the blindness and wilful prejudice of opponents,whose: characters and
views are entitled to at least equal respect with bis 'own.~We
never hear such an one, cven though - we may quite agree with
his opinions, without a kind of pamful suspicion that he never yet
has seen clearly more than onc side of the questicn, er put himgelf
into the mental attitude in which the real difficulties. which beset it
beecome visible. There is truth as well as error in Tennyson’s
nes: : o

- “There dwells inore faith in honest doubt
Belipve me, than in half the, cm.eds »

Doubt on certain subjeets and questxous,whcrc ﬂxc means of exact
knowledge have not-been put within our reach, nmay be a loftier and
nobler positicn than dogmatism. Just'ss it estemporaneous speaking;
the man of pewerful intellevt and eultivated taste, may stammet und’
hesitate by veason of the very abundance and compeiing merits of
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his stores, while ho of one idea and o loose habit of expression goes
fluently on, so, narrowness of vision may beget strong econvictions,
where breadtl, and candour, and conscientious thinking lead to mo-
deration, or even indeoision, Hesitancy und even doubt in such
o case may be the offspring of intenser I+ lty to truth, and a loftior
faith in trath thah is possiblo to any strength of conviotion,the result
of one-sided investigation, Nor is this view in neceesary antagonicm
with the’ undeniablo faet that the men of unfaltering conviotions
have ever been the men of mighty action, leadin; the vanguard,
often the forlorn hope of soul freedum and enduring progress. For
it is equally well known that the apostles of deadly errorand spmtnal
despotism have often been fired by zeal quite as fervent and convie-
tions no less unswerving. The great deliverances wrought in the
world by the former must then be counterbalanced by the pernicious
power of the latter; and further, it is manifest that that very good
has resulted, not from the strength of their convictions, but from
the fact that thas strength happened to be enlisted in the cause of
truth and right, Aad it would be an interesting subject of inquiry
did space permit, to what extent the discovery of that right and
that trath in whose defence and propagation the men of action have
won enduring renown, has been due to the patient thought of more,
impartial and evenlybalanced mmds We plead not for less honest,
zeal in action, but for more of it in investigation ; in other words
for profounder reverence for and more a'bso;ute faith in the truth:

It does require a sublime loyalty to truth sometimes to delivar one
from the tunptatlon to burke inquiry and «lose ihe door in the face
of suspicion, in respect to the soundness of chenshetl opinions,

An interesting question sugnests itself here as & what would be
the result upon human thought and belief of a perfect . freedom from
pride, prejudice and passiop, and all the other distorting ipfluenceg
which now so largely affect men’s understandings, The infallible
Teacher has said, “If thine eye be single thy whole body shall be full
of light.” The principle enunciated is broad, and the picture it
suggests a heavenly one. And yet who does not shrink from the
thought of 2 mental world of absolute umformlty ? It would beas
uncndurable as a physical onc of water, prairic and woodland, laid
out in squares in drear and dismal and unending sameness, Doubt-
less our fears would prove more than bascless in vicw of the boundless
beights and depths, and the infinite many sidedness of cruth,  But
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we must not be lempted farther upon thisor the many other tracks
of thought which open up before us.

Ve alluded to dangers in the path upon which we werc venturing
Spacc forbids to do more than refer to one. It would ke an ab-
surd and dangerous fallacy, as well as_what the Duke of Argyll
would call a “Hlbermclsm in Philosophy,” to conclude as some
wise-aeres seem to do, that because Truth sits enthroned on high,
and aJmits te her saered precinets none but devout and perservering
worshippers,she therefore does not exist.  Truth i is none the less, but,
rather the more mecwus, because of the difficultics which hedge the
approach to Ler tempiz, and the defects of vision, or of medium,
which so uften distort hur fair eountenance in the eyes of in.:.zere?
half-hearted, or imperfectly lustrated votaries. Thereisa glory in
her visag:; and a heavenliness in the atmosphere which surrounds
her, which clevate and enoble those who sucseed in obtaining but
partial glimpses, of the one, or momentary inspirations of the cther,

But we must not Ict a metaphor betray us into supposing that
partial and imperfect glimpses of fruth are all-that are attainable on
any subject. There are cruths and truths, . Al kinds and degrees
of truth arc precious, but cach in its own order, Some scem to be
always paying tithes of mint, and anise, and cummin in questions of
faith, and neglecting the weighter matters upon which hang im-
mense, vital, cternal interests. To deny the possibility of obtaining
knowledge of trth upon the greatest and most momentous questicns
of lifc is to impeach the wisdom and g-odness of the Great Creatur
of mind and fountain of truth. To aver, us was doue a few years
since by a body of savants, some of them so called aivinés, in London
at the formation of “The Free Christian Union,” that “God holds
men respousible, not for the attainment of Divine truth, but only fur
the scrious search of it,” is to do violence to our decpest moral in-
stinets. God being admitted, and divine truth being admitted, tie
one could surely reveal the other, conld authenticate the revelationg
by proof satisfactory te she earnest mind, could make provision for
applying it with saving power to the searcher’s keart. Who,believing
in God and in truth, can doubt that he would ?
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TEE LEGEND OF TROT.

Once on a time the gods of old
Asscmbled on the suminits cold
Of famed Olympus, to partake
Of nectar and ambrosial cake.
Deiore the godlike feast concluded,
Eris, one whom they had excluded,
An apple threw amongst the guests
Which ¢7To the Fairest” was addressed.
Confusion dire was thus created ;

Three fair ones long and loud debated,
«>Pis mine I’ ‘¢ *Tis 'rnine!” each shrilly ealled out,
Till Zeus'irate, thus sternly bawled out,
“Ye vixens, stop your clatter barbarous,
And hic with Hermes to Mount Gargarus,
Where Taris dwells, brayve son of Priam,
A better judge than you or I am.”

The trio famed in classic lore,

Appeared the shephetrd lad before ;

Long time hispuzzled wits misdoubted
As cach in turn stormed, smiled or pouted.
Juno, vast wealth and power, offered ;
Minerva, war's great glory proficred ;
The third cut short his hesitation,

¢« The prettiest wife in all creation

Is yours, if you judge fair between us.”
She spoke. The apple went to Venus.
The immortal two, their hopes thus dampered,
Became enraged and off they scamnpered,
Vowing in deadly rage and passion,

The Trojan brood soon to make hash on.
The gallant youth, whe thus adjusted
Affairs which gods to him entrusted,
Then sailed away to Peloponnessus,

An isthmus which you know in Greece is.
Tarrying awhile with Menelaus,

All that remains for us to say is,
He carvied off the beautcous Ielen.

A trick his host did not think well on.
According to a promisc made,

The chicftain’s then not long delayed,

Lo launch their boats for well built Tlion,
Dardanian blood its strects to spillin.
Across the broad Augean driven, -
They reached at length the wished for haven ;
With mighty fear each Trojan shudders
As Greecian braves unship their rudders.
Their boats no sooner touch the shore,
Than forth step myriads or more,

With stately tread and mien fevocions,
Inquiring for that youth precocions,
Who coaxed away the Spartan beauty,
And made his punishment their duty,
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For ten long years, a wrotchod lob
The Grecinn warriors there did squat.
Before the city, fercely fighting,
Trojan and Greek the duab oft bmnf'
Till one day from the city gate
Hector, chief prince of I‘roy s proud state,
Comes to defy the brass;clad Greeks ;
And as he nears them thus he speaks :
¢ Yestag-eyed Grgebs, ye crew of bummers, .
Here stands a man of thirty sammers,
Who vows he canin deadly bout, . .
The eyes of any Greek punch out”
Achilles, then, with strides trgmendous,
Advances, cries, * Junt, defend fis.”
Lift's lngh his gleaming spear, and flings'2,
Loudly, "gainst b Hector s tho¥ax, rints 137’
The warrior falls ; starsflit beford Y
Achilles, when lie thus did floor him, * ’
Still bra.nrhs}un" his brass-tipped Spear, |
Shouts in the prostra.te hero’s edr,
¢ Cay wilt give Helen back or no ¥
Hectuer, fulnt whispers, ¢ not for Joe.”

Ly

My limping Pegasus here shuddermg stops,
So, o’er the harromnnr scene, the curtain drops

.
The Star That Nevor Sots.

PO S Loah

(From the ¢ ‘Sheaf.”)

There is ore star that will cever disappoint the hope it awakens ;
its ray is never dimmed, and it knows no going down; its cheering
light streams on thtoucb ages of tempest and change; earth may be
darkened, systefus convulsea, planets sha&en from their spheres, but
this star will still pour its steady, uadiminished light. The eye that
is turned to it will gladden in its tears; the countenance that it
lights up, surrow can never wholly overcast ; the footstep that falls
in its radiance finds no gloom even at the stormy shore of the Jor-
dau, or when it enters the portals of the gravc, it is the Star—

o
Fu'st in night's dxadem,

The Star, the Star of Bethleﬁen.

R

i exist ; what docs the wnrd m=nn 2 Teach me, 0 G, %.~ Giegory,
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" A CHRISTMAS FANTASY"

WRITTEN FOR A PUBLIC MEETING OF THE LITERARY SOCIETIES AT THE
INSTITUTE.

BY MISS M. MCGINN,

FOREST FAIRY, DREAM FAIRY, SNOW FAIRY, JOY FAIRY.

(Enter Forest, and Snow.)

Forest—*“‘Is it yet the noon of night ?
Or cometh it sopn
The mystic noon, - .
‘When, Heavon grows more bright,
And every gtar:, - . ’
That burns aiar, .
Shoots out new rays of light?

Sxow.—No, all my airy messengers,
. Fzun cloudland Cancing,
- Ia the moonlight glancing,
Bring word from the old church-tower,
That the morry rhymes
* Of the Christmas chinzes,
Will not ring for at least an hour.

Forest.—Have you come from far to-nigizt?
‘When you éntered my domain,
There swept through =il these hoary trees
So joyous and so fresh a breeze, )
It seemed to blow from distant shores,
. Echoes of glad delight. '

‘e

Snow—VYes, 1 havo come across the oceaa,
. . With the swift sweep of a spirit’s motion ;
" ¥From lands where the Christmds morn is ringing,
=t 7" - - -And the voices of happy singers singing,
And all the air is so full of gladness
That the windsin a mood of merry madness
Forget that.they ever have sighed in sadness,
And sweep and whirl across the Atlantic,
Till the nermaids marvel at glee 8o frantic.

Forryr—'Tis time that ail had come, (Enter Dream and Joy)
Ah ! here is the gay Dream fairy,
And there is the bright little spirit of Joy,
Was ever a being so airy ?

U
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Drxax—All the bright spirits are busy to-night
- - Wehave but cdme to plan'tid v !d.;fl}gﬁ b

Joy—We must soon be away on the wings of the wind
To fly over a]l the land,
- For my sisters have gone, and I long; O I long !
To join their happy band,

0
B

SNow—Think you the weary wo:ld is sleeping ?

i

Jovy—Nay, thousands to-night their watch are keeping
In great Cathedrals where bells are ringing,
And organs pealing and voices singing.
PR AR O » - [

DreAM—And others that lie in all the seeming
" Of gleep, are awake, yet awake, 'are dreaming
Of what might have been dnd what yet may be.

Foxest—But the children, the little ones are asleep?

Jov—Qh ! many a one will waké und ‘péép
Into the biggest, longest’ stocking
That ever such little feet wore,. " -
And listen, and listen, for Santa Cisvs’ knocking
At chimnmey, or window, or door.

g dss o0 . !
ForesT—What have we done and, what 891l we do
Before the dawn of the day? ..
We must make our plans before midnight chimes ;
White fairy, what do you say?

Sxow—I have been floating over the world, |
And millions of glittering snow-flakes whirled
Down, down, T
Over country and.town,
Covering all things dark. and dreary,
Silently clothing the worn and weary
. Earth with a garment white and saintly,
Till the silver horn of the young moon, faintly
Gleaming over the stainless drift,
Made it seem: an emblem of the gift
Of purity and love, ° S
Brought down from heaven abéye
By Him who in a manger lay,
On that first happy Christmas day.
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Jov—O earth ! be glad to-night,
’ Clad 10 your heavenly robés of white ;
O earth ! ring emt your great delight.

Sxow—And I have been in the forest awhile,

And 1 have decked every spire and aisle,
Till now with fretted arch and colunm

It stands a Cathedral vast and solemn,
Like the marble teraples that men raise—
-IWhite carven marble temples of praise ;
And there the night-winds sing and sigh
The grand choraie of the sky.

Forest—Ah, fairy sister, well I knew,

TWhat marvels your magic art would do ;

, But, before you came the solemn quiet

_Of these pncient woods was drowned in s riot
Of joyous voices and gleesome langhter,
Shouis ringing out and echoes after,
Footsteps bounding and sleigh-bells jingling

. The merriest noises merrily misgling.

Jov—1I was there, too, :
* A}l the gay young hearts dalivhting,
All the wild young heads exciting,
. Till they scarce knew what to do.

Sxow-—But why did they come to the forest dim?
Suzely not to list to che evening hymn
UF the solemn pinex.  More arave their mood
If that were why they cume to the wood.

Forest—They sought for slender young trees,
Such as still wave their branches green
And fresh in the frosty breeze. .
Balsam, and spruoce, and fir,
The fairest that ever were 3
And bonghs frem the tall old giant that tend,
Glad that they have aught ¢ lend.

Joy—And to-morrow nigh
O, what wild delight !
When in gay parlours the fair iree stands,
Gemmed with 2 hundred glittcring tapers,
And the lovelicst gifts of Jovins hunds,
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While all avound, with the wildest capers,
The children laugh, and dance and chatter
In a most bewildering joyous clatter,

Sxow (to Drray)—And were you, tco, busy, while away?
Dreax—TI have been tojlingall the day.

Forest—Dream Fairy, T thought you loved the night
Better than day, with its glare of light.

Dzeax—Ah! there are day-dreamsas bright and fair
As any that float in the midnight air ;
And to-day the little folks kept me busy,
Til their dear httle heads wereialmost dizzy,
Even the poor pale child of sorrow,
Dreamed that his wish would come true to-morrow.

Joy—Ah me ! I.am half-mad with 'delight.
Fonesr—Let us haste to work while the stars are bright.

Sxow—TI shall send forth, cre the dawn of the day,
Ay messengers, and in the air they will play,
Till heaven and earth seem o mingle
In a stormy delight
Of snowflakes white,
And the sleigh-bells’ merry jingle
In the Christmas morning,
Will give Santa Claus warning
That *tis time to leave the ingle.

Dreaxy—And I must fly, and with dreams delicious
And airy fancies, sweetly capricious,
Visit the sleepers to-night.
The rich shall dream it is good to give,
And the poor shall dreaan 1t is sweet to live
All happy till morning light.

Joy—And I shall come lightly,
And bid each one Lrightly.
%igh no muxiti: sml]lj,.:1 :
ut graictully, gladly
Give thanks to ﬂin_d Heaven
For rich mercics given,
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Forest—Behold how fzir and bright
Gleams yon especial star !
Even so, but with a purer light,
And with a splendour richer far,
Shone out the one that led the Eastern sages
To the veiled star, the star of infinite ages.

Sxow—Hear ye the echo of sweet singing _
That every breeze is lightly bringing ?
Even so, but with a higher tone,
Because the music was heaven’s own,
And with a clearer, fuller soug.
Because it came from heaven’s bright throng,
Rang out the first glad Christmas strains,
While sheplierds watched on Bethlehem’s plains.
The heralds from the far celestial portals
Prodlaiming peace and good-will unto mortals.

S Y

Jov—Sweet sisters, while to-morrow bides
The Christmas angels be our yuides,
Peace and Good-will a holy pair
Of sisters most sublimely fair.
Lo, o%er the earth I saw them move,
In each calm face a heaven of love.
Let us their sweet commands obey
To-morrow, their own chosen day.

A T i 4

3.

Dreax—0h ! I shall command a1l fairies kind
That fly on the snow-flake airily,
That glide on the star-beam, or dance on the wind,
Or float on the sea-foam fairily.
To forget for a while their fantastic play,
And the holy Christmas angels obey.
And over the earth
To scatter mirth
All the happy, happy day.

-

Aoi - ME iod et Yok

Forxsr—Soonin the great bell's iron throat

Willstir to life the signal note,

Then the bells will begin their joyous ringing,
All in harmonious ccstacy swinging.

Ah, now, it breaks upon mine ear,

And Christmas, merry Christmas is here.

-

B -4F

Syow—Merry merry Christmas is here,
Let us hie away singing
While the bells are ringing
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Tor the birth c. the day.
Away away !
Tor merry, merry Christmas is here.

(They Sing.)

List ! the belis are swinging
High up in the air,

Merry Christmas ringirg,
Ringing everywhere.

Now to mortals bringing,
Chiristmas mirth and cheer,
Let us vanish singing,
Christmas morn is here,

{They Vanish.)

HOPE, OTSTERS, EDUCATION.

(Frem the “Sheai.”)

DEAREDITRESs—DBeing asked to write for the“Sheaf,’and finding
it hard to keep my mind within the narrow limits of any one theme,
I thought I would present a few ideas on two or thre: kindred topics.
Therefore I have taken a trio of sabjecte which are closely rclated,
and which admirably illustrate onc another, viz.,, Hope, Oysters,
Zducation. T may say,as a preliminary remark.that I like them all,

To begin with Hope, the poct sings :

¢ But thow, O Hope, with eyes so fair !
IWhat was thy delighted measure ?
Still it whispered, promised pleasurc.”

These remarks apply equally well o oysters; is there anything
Juirer than an oyster 2 Slumberirg in its pearl-lined shell it closely
resembles a mild and lovely grey <ge, and avery exressive one, ton.
And just please mention anything yoa bappen to think of that pro-
mises wore pleasure, To like oysters is a proof of an educated taste.
This brings me to my third head—Education. Education is to the
mind what an oyster-knife is to an oyster. It opens it and” brings
its beauties to light ; and sometimes, aye, and manya time, a pearl
is found within an uncouth shell. What pearl so fair as hope?

This brings me back for 2 moment to my first subject. Hope is
either the anchor, the star, or the rainbow of the soul, just as you
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please. Reliable people have given it all these names, and besides, it
springs immortal in the human breast. This is a fact. What
hope so substantial, so savoiy as stewed oysters? Oysters are found
in many parts of the occan: the best kind is the caraquet, a small
species adapted to small mouths. Oysters as a rule have large
mouths. My own mouth is none too small, but small mouths
sre not to be despised. I knew an elocution master who con-
demned small mouths. Elocution is an important branch of edu-
cation. This brings me again to my third head, education. So
far as I am able to judge, oystersare deplorably indifferent to the ad-
vantages of a good cducation, and I do not know of any society
for the diffusion of scientific knowledge among them. Peor, ignor-
ont things! they lic scattered through the vasty deep, yawning their
lives away, all unconscious of Darwin, never saying te themselves, “I
will one day bea man.” Maybe they live on hopes I could liveon
hope and them for half a day or so. Arc oysters in the course? Ifso,
that branch of my education hasbeen fearfuliy neglected by the Faculty.
But dear Oyster—-, beg pardon, Editress, and dear me, these subject-
are so inextricably interwoven, that I am growing confused in try.
ing to separate and distinguish them. I am no longer quite clear as
to whether it is you, or my subject, or myself, that has threc heads
It is like the Gordian inot, and yon koow the way Alexander
untied that, wwas, he didn’t untic it at all, but cat it; so, if you
please, T'll cut too.

— >

Uxiversity HoXors.—The C. L. Iustitute has again asseried its
superiority as an cducational institution, irrespective of its denomina-
tional, or religioas characier. At the recent cxamination in Turontn
Thaiversity, no less than three of its former students have taken
suwlarships.  In the first year Mr. Clark hascarried off « double, Mr.
McDiarmidone, and in the third yearMr. Yule, one. It will be remem-
bered that Messrs. Clark and M.Diarmid were eyually successful—
having wen the same number of scholarships, three—at the matricu-
lation cxamination last fall. 1re need only mention the above to
preve the rare educational advantages afiorded in the C. L. Institute.
~iFoodslock Sendine. i

[AIr. Torrance, aprizoe-manin Oriental Languagss, was also a forms«
er student of the Institute.—Ewvs, TxRo.]
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The Develvpmunt Thery, or Misier Darwin.

(From “ The Oracle.”)

Amung the menny things which iz konstantly okerpyin the pul-
lick mind ov the prezunt da iz the thery of Mister Darwin, With
yure purmishun Mister Bditur ide like tu offer a {u idearson the
develupmunt of that selebrated individool. If i understand it Fite,
Mister Darwin’s thery iz az follers ; that hiz grate furst parunt
wuz 2 munke, or sumthin tu that effeck. Now i uish to maik onru-
bul raenshun ov Mister Darwin’s naim when i sa that az fur az it
goze, this iz troo. But what i wish tu $a-6% this prezunt ockashun
iz that Mister Darwin if he chozes ma klame a much more anshunt
ansestree.  Now it iz kwite kleer tu me, and i think it can bee dis-
tinkshually shone that Mister Darmns grate ansestar and farst
parunt waza tadpole. Befour purseedin tu sho the pints ‘ov sim-
merlarity betwene Mister Darwin and hiz furst grate garunt, 1md
also hiz'devclupmunt therfrom and so fourth, 1 wud beg tu ofer 4 fu
reraars bast on the saim grate fandermental prinsipuls which ur.-
derli Mister Darwin’s selebrated thery. And what i uish to 'sa iz
that not onle Mister Darwin hizself, but allso uther anermuls ov'the
brute kreashun hav desended frum that saim numeras and ﬂlustrcc-
us famerle direct or indirect.

Fur instans let as take a exampel frwn the annermal rase.  Now
i Lonsidder that the clerfunt iz a kais in pint, and a cxsellunt ex
ampel ov the develupmunt thery. I Kontend that the clerfunt’s
great ansestur and  first parunt wuz 2 tadpole. Let us argufi the
subjeck, Wzl tu perseed, yu see it ‘iz a nonc fakt that sum, na
menny, of the tadpole famerle cald niglers develup inter musketurs.
Now if you plase a musketur and a clerfunt side be side, and vieu
them individoole and;koilectivle you will notis that the pints of simu-
Iarite tu beso numerus az tu lov: littel or nodowt a: tu the inter-
mate rclashun ov theze too individe.:.. It will be purseved by keer-
{ul vbsurvashun that the mushctur haz fore or five legs, and it may
be purseved that a clerfunt haz fore or five legs allsow.  In the nest
furst plase there is the probuskesis. Now in mi estimashun both
2 musketur and a eserfunt haz prebuskesis tu 2 Monsiddrabul ex-
tent, ov coarse the musketur haz'nt got mueh ov a tale az i nozeov,
but ncethur huz a clerfunt fur o aunerwal ov hiz siz.  Agane ther
izthe testh. Wel i spoze if you kompar tuskiz the elerfunthaz it ;
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but i emfaterkle kontend that if you kompar bytes the musketur
kan ckwal him tu enny extent. “ But,” scz some wun, which orter
no better, “what abowt the wings 7’ Wel, mi thery runs as follers:
Yu se it wud look kinder strange to sc an clerfunt fliin. Yas, wel
this iz wun rezin whi it_haznt got no wings. Howseverits mi opin-
yun the elerfunt laz wings. *¢ Wharbowts ?” sez yu, wel yu sc as
the Lrechure waz in the proces ov develupmunt, when the annermal
got to sizy tu fli ezilie and grasefule, the wings giv it up and turned
into the elerfunts eres, and it wuz dun! Thus i konsidder that it
haz been distinckshualle shone that the musketer iz the clerfunts
grate ansester and furst parunt. And thus 1 mite persced and kon-
sekertively sho that frum tlLe tadpole was desended other annermals
and fouls, such as rats and mise and goblers, and kows and guls and
caguls and horscs and rinBserhor.sos, aud asses and hipopotamusasses,
and whales, and uwalrushes and uther monksters ov the briny decp.
But i refrane and persced in the larst plase tu notis Mister Darwin
bizself. Histry tells us that gients groed frum dragun teeth which
wuz sowd in the grownd by King Kolkis (Collier’s Ancient Ristory
of Grease, pg. 6.) and enuther fakt iz that some ov the south sc
ilanders maintain that they are desended frum the krow. So i
think it wil car long be astablishd fukt in histry that Mister Dar-
win cum frum the tadpole direet or indirect. 1l not attemp in this
“breaf lecture to sho the pints ov simularite betwene Dlister Darwin
and hiz grate anses.er and furst parunt; but wil perseed at onet tu
the develupmunt. Now wi thery iz as follers* Furst the tadpole be-
kum a tode the tode aspircd into a tal frog, the frog into a small
munke, the swall munke in a large wun, the large onc into a verry
Jarge wun, and then into a jenerashun or too Mister Darwin hizsclf
aroze into bein’ And i mite ad in konklushur that it iz kwite evi-
dent tu mi mind that Mister Darwin cxpecks togo on and stiil on in
hiz devlupeunt until he noze so much that hiz noze will ckuala cl-
crfunts noze, and who noze but what he wil bea clerfunt at larst.

)
.
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What 13 Man that Thott Art Mindful of Him 2

(From the ¢‘Sheaf.”)
When we turn our thoughts to the sublimer works of God’s hands

into what insignificance do the affairs of this little world seem to .

dwindle. Behold the starry hosts above you, See these twinkling
atoms, these tiny points of light, just perceptible to your eye. What ‘
are they ? Stupendous lamps, hung in infinite space; glittering
worlds, wheeling around some mysterious centre, bright suns seat-
tered in lavish millions, through the sky, each one, perhaps, the cen-
tre of an intricate system of planets, Each one, perhaps, the benign
dispenser of light and heat to empircs of life, beyond the ken of mor-
tal eyes. Into these realms of wonder man's spirit may seek to soar,
but it shrinks back awed and baffied in the attempt to grasp the
faintest coneeption of their vastness. Yet it may be that all this
immense complex system that we call our universe is amonz God's
other works, a mere spot of misty light lying in.some remote corner
of his crcation, a pebble on the shore of the ocean of his infinity, and
if any ereated being could understand the mysteries of this univer:e,
e would be as far from comprehending God the Creator, as weare to-
day. But our thoughts descend on tired wings to this earth,
this atom that we call our world, and we exclaim
“Oh God, what is Man, that Thou art mindful of him,
or the son of man that thou visitest him ?” ; Thy tender mercies are
over all thy works but that Thou shouldst visit us and crown the
beings that people this speck of thy creation with glory and honer,
the honor of assuming their nature, living in their world, and O,su-
preme wonder,dying for them, this amazes me. Lord, what is man
that thou art mindful of him ?

-We have so polluted our souls with sin, so beclouded the lustre of
these immortal spirits, that we cannot unaerstand how God can re-
eard our salvation as worthy of the great price paid forit. But God
knows the valuc of a human soul. It is a pearl of great price, an
inestimable jewel, and nothing in His material creation approaches in
value into it.

(God made man in His own image, conferred upon him attributes re
sembling His own, and planted an indistructible gem of life within
him, and in the eternity which he has begun, who can tell how won-
derfully his powers shll he developed,and what cuergies that now lie
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dormant within him may awake to action and enjoyment. His spirit
no longer limited by earth’s narrow bounds, no longer chained to the
dull cares of this imperfect existence, but purified and exalted, will
goon for ever growing with an unhindered growth in the knowledge
of God,and of his attributes and works.

Oh, Lord, what is man that thou art mindful of him? How
glorious the destiny plepznr"! for him ! Ob, child of earth, lift
your eyes from the vain nothings that now enchant you.

Be mindful, O, be mindful, of that immortal <p1r1b whose salva-
tion ig'of more importance to you than the winning of all these
wondrous worlds, and seek through God’s grace to live here upon
earth as recognizing the goodness and rrlmy of the destiny that
awaits you in the eternal mansions, where God hath prepared such
things for those that love Him, as eye hath not seen, nor car heard.
nelther hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive,



Eaitorid HNotes,

B S

Lorrors—J. W, A, Steavart, J. J. Wirre, N, WoLvERTON.
. . *; o

', OURSELYES.

t. 1

Toe TYRO proposes to act as an organ for conveymv all interest. '

inz intellieence concerning the Canadidn Literary Tustitute! Tt
hopes io Ie an additional link in the strobg ¢hain’ whiéh binds
" former students to their Alma Mater. It will'do its utmost to
reach the genercus hearts of all the Tnstitute’s friends and sup-

porters, and influence them to beat in still moré perféot -unison with'’

the sehna] in its work and progress. It will be a mirror to reflect

the thouchts, motives, aims, and hopes'of students ind teachers. and -

will undoubtediy furnish a strong additional incentive to the cultiva-
tion of literary taste and talent in the Tnstitute.” Ky

Tt will lie published towards the clase of every eollege™ term, and
its religious and literary departments will be almost exclusively con-

fined to the publication of original articles from the pens of
stndents and teachers.

It does not claim perfection at the outset, but as the™whole spirit. .

and working of the Tnstitute is ouward, the TYro humbly enter.
tains the hope that it may catch this spirit and so rise higher in
merit and interest.

The Editors-now humbly commend this first humber: to the per:
nzaland sempathy of its readers, and hope that the ' « feast of rea-
son and flow cf soul” which -jt: farnishes may 'both please and .

profit. . L s, TN
P . "v.”',"l

EXTENSION OF OUR GOURSE.

We ave lad to lemmn that {0 meet ‘the ‘wants of an mcrea§1u¢*

number "of students aniotts t proceed to & 'Unn‘ersrtv dc&wp L
the authovitied of the TInititute propose - ’co mnke er tain’ ‘chaifies

in the prescribed course of studies. If- \\e aye’ not mvsmfm mol

Vo
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such arrangements will immediately be made as will enable
students to ubtain, in the regular course at the Institute, thorough
instruction and drill in all the Pass-work and Honor subjects of
both Junior Matriculation and Firgh Year, or Senior Matriculation
in the University of Toronto. In facec. it is, we believe, intended
to conform the Institute currienlum still further to the require-
ments of the University. In order to facilitate this, we nnder-
stand that the staff of teachars is to be enlarged bv the appoint-
ment of a gentleman who has, vecently gradunted with honors at
Toronto University. This is as it should be. We can only hope
that the Seriate in Toronto will aid this and similar efforts to pro-
mote higher eflucation; 'and’ to éxtend the wusefnlness of our
Provintial University, by making 'such amangements in respect
{0 examinations and 'éxaminersas may piaca all affiliated colleges,
so far, ona footing of equality. Ontario cannot long bs content
witha single college, howevér thovoughly furnished, to do the
work for its well-endowed Tinjversity, and certainly no one can
object to giving a fair field to competingcolleges established and con-
dusted 'upon the voluntary principle. Another sngeestion is forced
upon us by the recollection of the sharp competition to which we
are’ eonhmm]lv subjected in'the Institute chsq-loom by students
from the Ladies’ department. May we not hope ,ﬂnt the Uni-
versity may soon follow the excellent example of its great London
prototype, by establishing a qystem of competitive e\'xmmahorw
for Iafheq, 'mth Umvemty certificates for rewards ’l )

sob:m‘:'zs.

There are five sooieties in connectlon with the Institute, one se-

ligious and four literary.:
© " JUDSON MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

For twelv: years the teachers and students have been associated
in the above Missionary society. We trust its labors have not
been in vain, but that, it has been permitted to take an humble
part in the spread of that Glospel which we love so dearly. Tt
contributes from fifty to seventy-fiye dollars, annually, to the
Missiorary cause, chiefly to the American and Foreign Baptist Mis-
sionary Society. Three of its former members, Rev. A. V. Tim-
pavg, Rovs J. McLourin aud Mrs, MoLaurin, are now laboring
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among the Tellogoo, in India, and from thom we receive, {rom time
to time, the most cheering intelligence.  The society has recently
sent a printing press and type to them at a cost of §163.

OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY.

President—Prof.  J. Montgomery,  Viee-President—I. H. Me-
Ewen, Scc.-Treasurer—N. Wolverton,

ADELPHIAN LITERARY SOCIETY.

The oldest society in conncction with the Institute is the Adel.
phian. This is a literary society compused of the more-advanced
gentlemen students. Its exercises, every Friday evening, consiet of
Qrations, Debates, Essays, Dialogues, Readings and the “ Oracle.”
It is the arcna where maay of the battles for literary supremacy
in the school are fought. The many papers and magazines in the
Reading Room,—except those kindly presented by the publishers—
arc furnished by the society. :

PRESENT OFFICERS'

Prosident—3. W. A, Stewart, Critic—N. Wolverton, Viec-
President—D. S. Mclwen, Sec-Treasurer--T. Trotter, Marsba
—T. Putnam.

GLEANER SOCIETY.

This also is a literary society, and is conducted entirely by the
ladics. Ordinary mectings arc attended by ladies only,but occasion-
ally, entertaivinentsare given in the Liecture Room, to which all are
invited. The society furnishes a select library for the ladies, sup-
plies its members with a few magazines and publishes the “ Sheaf’

OFFICERS FOR THE PRESENT TERM.

President—Miss M. Stone, Critic—DMiss M. McGinn, Vice-
President—DMiss C. McEwen, Sec.-Treasurer--Miss M. J, Bell
Librarian—Miss Eva Merrill,

EXCELSIOR SOCIETY,

_ This socicty, composed of the younger male students, hasa like
object, the mental improvement of its members. It has its literary
exereises, its select library and its manuscript periodical, the “Maple
Leaf.”  Its meetings are weekly.

OEFICERS.
President—J. M. White, Vice-President—J. Kinsman, Sceretary
—C. Jamicson, Treasurer—E. C. Kitchen, Critic~—T, Watson, Li-
brarian—R: J. Brooks,Marshal—~T. Dexter,
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The last three sooictics unite in giving a public mceting at the
closc of cach Spring and Autwmnn term. By these mectings they
raise from seventy-five to one hundred dollars.annually, Thus kept
in funds they are enabled to supply. the Reading Room, to make
additions to their Libravies, and occasignally to devole their united
funds to some benevolent object, or some slight improvemen. in the
bulldm«rs or grounds.

: SOCIETY OF THE ASSOCIATED ALUMNI.,

The graduates of the Tnstitute have formed a society which meets,
every' third year, at the close of the Spring term. At these grand
re-unidns the ‘ehildren’ of cur Institute, now seattered throughout
the land, return to their Alma Mater, usto a kind mother mdcul
2hd, f_fathcrm" o‘nce more around the old hearth, have many a
tale {0 t611; and mény n’ cucouraging word to Qpc‘lk Their next
meeting will bein 1574, o

Will the president, Rev. J. T Campbell, of Chatham, or some
other Alumnus “kindly furnish us-further porticulars in rer'urtl to
this society, before our next issue? .

READING ROOM.

The lxe‘ldm"R)om is free to all members of the school. On.its
tables are “a 'large number of the best local, general, and forcign
papers and magozines. The “Christian Messenger, ILll'lth) Naova
Seotia; The “Cinadian B'lptlat” Toronto, thc “Baptist Union,”
New Yorh The “Christian Visitor,” St. Jobn, N. B, thc
“Journal of Education,” Toronto ; the “Canadian Hom: Journal,”
St, Thomas, Ontm.o* The “\\'ootktock Sentinel?’ the Wocistock
“\V'ec]\]y Review;” the “!Limes” Woodstock; the "(l,-‘hust‘mn Spécta-

r, PCalthitta, India, and the“B':pnet Mig swmry \Lwhzme, Boston,
\I ass., have '111 been presented by the publishers to- the' Readug
l\uom These gentlemen will aceept the thanks of the teachers ana
students for their kindncss. They ecitainly have the bcst mchca
of all connceted with. the Institute. .

The following .are furnished by:the Adclphian Soclety The
*Examiner” and “Chionicle,” New York; the “Christian Guardian;”
Toronto; the “Watchman and Reflestor,” Boston, Mass,; the “D'ul)
Globe,” the “Daily Ieader,” the ‘‘}pntreal \Vitpcss;" the “{Pure
Gold,” Toronto; “Public Opinion,” London, England;. *Canadian
Illustrated News,” Montreal; “Gungda Monthly®  Toronto, -und

“Littell's Living dze, Beston, Mas,
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' closing'hE_:‘:oféisleS. o

The examinationis of this term in connection with the Institute
will cawmenes on Friday, July Bth, andcontinue Saturday, Mon-
day and.Tuesday, until the afternoon, ‘when the standing of each
student will be.read:. On'the evenin s of the same day a public meet-
ing will be held by the thcxa'ry Soc1et1es Programimne of Exercises

as follows :— n o )
MUSIC—“Sound ‘the Tru: wapet. ”.'_'-....--_.-.4 U Choir.
57 PRESIDENTS ADDRISS._ ... ..........d. W. A, Stewart.
MUSIC—“Retour de Printemps.” (Lllb\‘z ) JP. ----DII\S Andreyws.
/2 DECLAMATION ... ... . .._.. S| A\ Tapscott
MUSIC—“Far, far upon the sea.” (Sol mtm aceom) J.J White.
ii‘ SHEAI‘—Pape1 wee mmmemecacmae- --..DMiss C. McBwen.

‘\IUSIC —"“Oh ! now Ilove my Mountain Home ”? (Solo, duett and
quartette.) Misses Stewart & Osbouln? Mems Trotter &

Stemrt
READING.. o . oo Uiie. ceciecoeo.. J. J. White.
MUSIC—“TeH me where is Fancy Brcd  Messrs. Trotter & White.
S ODIALOGUE ... _..._...._. Messts. Putnam & Bates,
MUSIC —‘Martha” (Tnst).o_.......... ..Miss O MeGind.
/$§TORACLE., (Paper)-cocceveaaon. wan... D. 2. McLaurin
MUSIC—*“All among the Butley.” (Glee)................Cheir
7§ ORATION—“Ths purpose of being”____...__ D. 8. McEwen.

MUSIC—*0h, how sweet the Huute:” s Song”  (Duett) Miss C.
: McGinn and Stone.
1¥ COLOQUY—Found.”  Misses Stone, ‘/K,ip}_)l)ﬁ, Chaabers and-
_ s S ‘ " Rowland.-
MUSIC—"“Gloria.” (Mozart.) -« .—_eceee cevecenoe . .- Choir.~
7 7 ,7/'/; 4 m—w0-0-1_
In will be seen that several arficles in the present number of
Thr Tyro are credited to papers with which "many of our readers
are net familiar. = The “Qracle” is published fortuightly by the
Addlphian Society; the “Sheaf,” month\y, by the Gleaner Scelety,
“and the “Garland,” twice in each term, by the Judson Missionar ¥
Soclety These are manuscript periodicals. Tditors are appointed,
the students furnish contributions and the papers are read be-
fore the Societies, The Excelsior Society also publishes a similar
paper, t1e “Mapie Leaf.™
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TWE purpnres, in the futuresetting apast a space for itews in regard
1o the movemente of our Alumni. When students graduate and
enter upon tleir life work, we do not consider them lost to us.  They
are no longer students, yet they belong to our Tustittte, and we wish
to preserve cur usion with them and their uaion with each other by

ostablishing what will be a brief recoid of their movements. We
can do this if thoy will assist us by Zecping us informed of any
chnges they may make in their spheres of labor, or anyitems thai
will be of interest to those who have been their companions here.

. e e - —— - -

Persovat.— The friends of the Institute will regret to learn *Lat ié
is about tu sustain another loss in the withdrawal from its staff of
teachers, of Ars. C. B. Hankinson, widow of the laie lamented Piof.
Hankinson. Mrs. Eankinson was, e think, connected with the In-
stituie at its outset for swane time, and, since ihe Jeath of her hus-
band some years ago, has returned to the work. Asan energetic and
efficient teacher she has won golden opinions. She has often been
especially complimented by those in a position t¢ judge, and whose
opinions are of weight, tor her rars power of sccuring attention, and
awakening enthusiasin in the class-room. Mrs. Hankinson returns,
we believe, to the United States, and her resignationis, no doubt, the
result of a natural longing for the land of her birth, and the society
or neighborhood of the friends and relatives from whom she has been
long separated.

O

Pm;zxm-m\ —At the close of last term Mys. E. Hendrie re-
tired from her position as Matron of the Institute, having flled iv
mest cfficiently for five years. Her departure was a cause of general
regret, owing to the very high esteem in which she was held as a wo-
man und s Christian. The students and teachers gave expression to
their feclings on the occasion by presenting lier with e tea service
valued at cighty-five dollars.  She takes with her the good wishes
of the whele schnol.

AMarriep.—Ad the residence of Mr. W. Alexauder, Guelph, ou the
16th April, by ide Rev. R. A Fyfe, D. D., asasted by the Rev, J.
W. Clark, and by the Rev. Dr. Hogr, 3Ir. R ,ll_m_mpson, of Guelph,
to Mrs. E. Hendrie, of the Canadian Literary Institute, Woodstock.




