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OUR NEIGHBORS.

We have a now neighbor. The “Presbyte-
rian Review” has reached out long and lov-
ing arm, wedded Montreal, and keeps honey-
moon next door. It is a very pleasant neigh-
bor, too. The last issue that came in before
this writing almost took our breath away,
8o fattering was its greeting. Our poor staff
scarcely knew itself. A homely pen, unskilled
in courtly phrase, essays in vain a meet res-
ponse. It can only copy for our neighbor,
the good old formula of Gerizim, in basket
and store, paper and iok, type and press,
writers and readers, and all elss that makes
glad the heart of a newspaper.

OURSELVES.

The ‘““Presbyterian Record” should be in
every home in our Church. It is published
by the Church for itself, to help its own
work, Every church member and adherent
is 8 proprietor. There are few ways in
which so much good can be done, at 8o small
an expenditure of money aud effort, as by
putting the Record into every family that
does not take it.

From a financiel standpoint it would pay
many a congregation to take the Record for
each of its families. The increased giving
to the church that would result from the
added ioterest among the more careless
cnes, small though it might be, would, on
the whole, more than pay for the cost of do-
lng so,

Bat the great good that would result
would be the good that this kind of Home
Mission work would do among the less inter-
ested half. Here is a fleld of work from
which the subscription plan practically ex-

oludes it, while if taken by the congregation
for every family, it has open an door to a
large fileld of usefulpess, Dany congrega-
tions have adopted this method,

To help in extending its circulation, the
Record will be sent to the end of this year,
for those who are not now taking it, for 15
cents, in parcels, together with back num-
bers 8o far as these are on hand.

The ‘‘Children’s Record” should accom-
pany the larger one to all houses where
there are childrcn, and for the same reason,
to give them their share. To aid in this
good work it will be sent to the end of the
year, for 10 cents, in parcels, for those who
do not now get it,

The S. S. Lesson Helps of our own
church, issued from this office, have been
kindly received. We have had some special
difficultles in connection with them, which
need not be here mentioned; and sowne other
difSculties that are always more or less inci-
dent to beginnings. These difficulties we
have done cur best to meet, and hope to do
better in future issues. Many bthanks for
the kindly words in regard to them,

Please read carefully the advertisement on
inside back cover. Unless there are some
special reasons for using ‘“Leaflets,” we
would recommend that ‘“‘Quarterlies’” be
taken for the scholars. They cost but 10
vents per year in parcels, only 4 cents more
than the Leaflets.

An item in the “Home Study Quarterly »
should ba corrected as follows: Lesson,
29 May, by Rev. James Fleck; 6 June, by
Rev. P. H. Hutcheson; 12 June, Ed.; 19
June, Rev. Geo. Whiilans.
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Our Hhome TWlork.

THE MORMONS IN CANADA.

“Preach against the Mormons’’ used to be

a common proverb, for the charge not to

give offence by preaching agninst everyday
sins of the hearers. It seems the time has
come when, in Canada, people need to be
warned against Mormon emissaries and
missionaries.  The Presbyterian Review
gives an ominous picture of the progress
that they have made in our own land, es-
pecially in some country districts in On-
tarlo,

The history of Mormonism in Utabh has
maoy a dark page of lust and treachery and
blood, but so long as Utah was a territory,
and was controlled by the United States
Congress, polygamy and other crimes could
be kept in check. A year or two since, un-
der solemn assurances and promises that such
vivlativus o1 law, buman and divioe, were no
longer allowed, Utah was admitted to the
ranki of Btatehood with the self-governing
powers of a State,

Freed in a measure from control, their-foul
cystem has taken on a fresh lesse of life,
and they are sending out missionaries in
large numbers, who deceive the unknowing
and upwary by their false and specious
statements and promises.

Rev. 8. E. Wighard, D. D., Superintend-
ent, in Utah, of the Home Missivn work of
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., North,
writes in the Church at Home and Abroad
as follows:

“The Mormon Church is eending mission-
aries into all the States in the Union and
into Canada. The number of these mission-
aries is estimated to be not less than 1,300,
and probably more. They deny and misre-
present their doctrines as taught in Utah.
They claim to be a Christian denomination
doing the same work that the Christian
churches are doing, only doing it better.

* They distribute their printed creed,
which i3 utterly misleading and gives no
true information concerning their doctrines.
"They deny the existence of polygamy, while
they still teach the doctrine and practice
polygamy here in Utah, They worship Adam
as God. They are polytheists.

“We are constantly in receipt of letters of
inquiry from all parts of the United States,
east, west, north and south; also from Can-
ada and Australla, as to the Mormon bellef.
Their missionarles go out as beggars, ask-
ing for the hospitality of Christian homes,
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and for the use of Christian churches, and
lead unwary people into their delusions,

“In view of the constant inquiries com-
ing to us, and the general lack of informa-
tlon in the East concerning this blasphe-
mous system of idolatry and filth, we bave
established a printing press by which we
can furnish such tracts and information, at
cost, as will help to bréak the power of this
growing abomination by exposing the vile.
ness of the Morion system and forestalling
the work of deception which is carried on
so extensively,”’

A LETTER FROM KLONDIKE.

A most interesting letter from the land
of gold is given in the Church at Home and
Abroad, by Rev. S. Hull Young, a mission-
ary of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S.
A., (north), who Las been in the past doing
Home Mission work in Alaska, and has gone
in to Dawson City. While the bulk of the
miners come from the U.S.A., it is cheering
to know that we are to have help in work for
their good. Our Messrs. Dickie and Grant,
who are on their way to Yukon, will find in
Mr. Hall a congenial spirit. But let Mr,
Hall tell this own story, a8 written to the
Home Blissicn secretaries of his own church:

Dawson City, N.W.T., Canada,
December 1, 1897.

I sent you a report from Skagway, urging
the speedy occupation of that important
town by our Board. I hope that bas been
done, It is the opinion of the most experi-
enced that Skagway is bound to be a boom-
ing town for years, being on a good harbor
and near the gateway of the Yukon district.

My last report closed with our reasons for
taking the Dyea trail rather than the Skag.
way. The event proved we were right, for
we got through to Lake Bennett in less
than two weeks. Had we taken the Skag-
way route it is doubtful if we would have
got through in time to descend the river.

But the large number of rich passengers
who came by the Queen, tc whom speed was
more than cheapness, and who bil against
each other for first place, raised the price of
packing from day to day to an appalling fig.
ure, catching us especially at Sheep Camp
and Gong Lake, and compelling us to pay
three or four times what we expected to pay
for packing our goods. We did not get our
goods to Dawson City for a cent less than
one dollar per pound.

But we ‘‘huetled’’ through, packing all we
were able ourselves and taking advantage of
every means of saving our money. We lost
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-some of our groceries by the Queen---a sack
of ficur and our tea--escaping the heavy loss
-experienced by many; and two more sacks of
flour were stolen on the trail---a very com-
1Don occurrence.

At Dyea and Sheep Camp, finding that we
had not money enough to get us through
with all our outiit, we Lad to sell flour and
other grooeries, expecting to find plenty at
Dawson City, brought by the Yukon steam-
-ers. It left us short of everything, especial-
dy flour. We came upon a scow belonging to
Mr. Sullivan, who I hope will call upon you
this winter, and tell you more than I can
write you. He is going out soon. We had a
partly pleasant and partly tedious trip, be-
‘ing caught in the ice after we reached the
Polly and experiencing much discomfort and
hard work - and some danger. But the
hardships of the Dyea trail and the river
trip seemed light to me. I have undergons
‘worse experiences in Alagka.

On arriving 1 set to work vigorously to
find a place of worship, The winter was al-
ready upon us, and we must have a warm
house. I tried for every large house in Daw-
‘8on, not omitting the dance halls, I thought
that we would have to build temporary
quarters, late as it was and expensive as
suck a building would be. The crowds of
boats arriving with eager passengers every
day had run up prices and rents to an enor-
mous figure. I got the promise of the use
of the *‘Opera House’ for our first service,
but it was reconsidered and broken. It was
on Friday, October 8, that we arrived, and
we did not get our goods ashore till Satur-
day p.m., at Klondike City, commonly called
Louse Town, two milea from Dawson, It
was impossible to get a preaching place for
the 10th.

The next Thursday, after trying hard every
day to get a building, I found a new one-
story and a half bouse, 26 x 30 feet, built
of logs chinked with moss, the lowsr story
one room with front and back doors and
three windowe, one of them boarded up for
lack of glass. The upstairs was divided into
8ix rooms, separated by rough board parti-
tions, each 10 x 10 feet, with hLall running
through the centre. Each had a window
frame without sash. The owner was a
French saloon-keeper named Napoleon Du-
pres, He was plabpning to go out on the
first ice, and wished to raise all the ready
money he could. He offered me the lower
room for one month for $100, and the whole
house till May 15 for $850, in advance. He
gave me only five days to declde in.

I got the $100 at once and secured the hall
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for a month, and then ‘““hustled’’ for room-
ers. By Saturday I had rented all the rooms
at $20 per month, and secured about $200
advauce rent, Over forty men applied to me
for rooms. Then on Tuesday I borrowed the
balance, giving my personal note, and patd
down the remaining $750, and thus secured
a place of worship till spring, Dr, McEwen
signed with me cne of the notes---from Mr,
Foweet, our Christian gold commissioner --.
$300. The other notes, amounting to $360,
I gave myself, having already good credit
with many responsible men interested in our
success, The rents were good security.

We placarded the towa for our first ser-
vice, held October 17. I borrowed a piece of
broom from the Stickine Indian, Jimmie
Jackson, patched it up, and swept out the
moss and sawdust. Then I got the loan of
some blocks sawed for wood, bcrrowed some
planks to lay upon them, advertised for
hymn books and we had services at 1i a.m,
and 7 p.m. They were quite well attended
and much interest manifested, over fifty at-
tending the evening service. The collection,
partly in gold dust, was $40. We organized
a Bible cluss, an Endeavor Society, and a
choir the next Sabbath,

Mr. Bowen, the young minister of the
Church of England, has shown a most liber.
al spirit, and a$ his invitation (he having
some kerosene and we having none) we have
been holding our Weduesday evening prayer
meeting in his church, just completed on
our arrival,

The 24th of October was a red-letter day
with us, for two fine men came to a decision
for Christ, and have ever since been show-
ing their faith by earuest works, Others
have expressed a determination to seek un-
til they find.

Our services continued to incresse in in-
terest and attendance. We got the loan of
sixteen planed boards (no lumber could be
bought), purchased forty blocks for $35;
made some tables and stools and got our
house comfortably seated. Mr. Dupres had
loaned us a square stove,

It cost me $200 to fit up the church and
tke rooms. Some of the items were twelve
joints of stove-pipe at $1.50 apiece, two el-
bows at $3 each, four ten-cent hasps at $2
each, six roofplates at $3.60 each, etc, Mus-
lin for lining cost thirtyfive cents per
yard and tacks fifty cents a paper. This will
give you some idea of Klondike prices. The
last rough lumber sawed here sold at $400
per thousand feet. Mr. Dupres procured
sashes for the windows, paying an ounce of
gold for each balf sash.
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Then we undertook to start a reading-
room and book exchange and labor bureau---
kept our church warmed every day and pro-
vided a place where men could sit down and
rvead and write witLout going to a saloon, It
was a success at once, the men bringing

wood, and eagerly bringing and exchanging .

books and magazines. Then the wmiuers con-
cluded to turn over to my charge the 1500
volumes comprising their library, and were
preparing to build shelves and put up the
bouks when the tire occurred. Fortunately
the books had not been brought,

All of those things kept us very busy
here; but I found time to take a trip up to
Bonanza and Eldorado, visited twenty fami-
tles---or rather cabins---and walked twenty-
five miles; one day discuvered about forty
professing Christians, secured the free use
of a hotel rovm kept by biss Dlulroney, a
Catholic lady who used to be a stewardess on
the Alaska steamers, and thus knew e ;
preached there November 21, and sent Dr,
McEwen up for the second service last HSab-
bath, 1t is at the mouth of Eldorado Creek
fitteen miles trom Dawson,

Our cullections have averaged $26 per Sab-
bath, Dr. McEwen has not had much prac-
ticing tu do. We hope to Becure zn oilice on
the tront street for him, and hope his busi-
pess will increase, A Catholic hospital is
runniong here, and is full to overflowing. We
hope to build one of our vwn next spring,
perhaps in coannection with the Episcopal
mission.,

Now comes the per contra. At five o’clock
Sabbath morping, November 21, we were
awakened by the light of a ire. Our cabin
is over a quarter of a mile from the church,
We soon found that our beluved Klondikei
church was all ablaze. A young Englishman
visiting the roum of two uf vur best lodg-
ers who were buth absent, stayed out too
late and came in under the influence of li-
quor, pitched into bed with overcoat and
moccasing on, lit the candle and neglected
(as is supposel) to put it out, and the fire
communicated itself to the bunk and parti-
tion and soon was beyond control.

The lodgers awakcned by flame and smoke,
barely escaped with their.lives. TFourteen
valuable outfits of food.--more precious here
than gold---were burned. Some lost even
their money and watches, running out in
their drawers, The church property ‘was
nearly all destroyed. We saved one table
and some of the hymn books and magazines.
It was the loss of $1000 to the mission, for
not a cent of the advance rent can be recov-
ered, It was an awful blow.
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So I had to go to ‘‘hustling’’ again, The
Ploneer Associa.’on have just completed a
flue hall---far the best in the town --- large
and warm. The Building and Finance Com-
mittees huppened to be composed of my
personal friends. They brought the matter
up at a meeting of the association last week
and granted us the free use of the hall on
Sundays till spring. Then another fire oc-
curred last Thursday a.m,, burning up a
number of saloons and dance halls and the
Opera House., There were a large number of
benches and a piano saved, and we have the
free use of these for an indefinite period.

So we had a nice comfortable service last
Sabbath, with a Thanksgiving sermon in
the morning, although the temperature out.
side was 60 degrees below zero. Mrs, Kal-
ser, a lady banker from Jacksonville, Ill., is
our pianist. We arve truly thankful for the
friends the Lord has given us here. We are
finding more every day., Mabny Christians
and many otherg whom we hope to lead to-
ward the way.

Now regarding our personsl affairs, As
. have said, we came in short of food, like
8) vaany others, Had I not received the ex-
t1a$200 at Tacoma, we could not have come
in at all. Had Dr. McEwen received $200 as
well, we could have got our whole outfit in,
and have been independent.

When we got here we found flour selling at
from $1.25 to $1.50 per pound, and other
things in proportion, and not to be had at
all at the stores. Only sugar could be bought,
but that soon ran out and so jumped up in
price like the rest, Our heavy expenses
anent the church we undertook to raise.

We had also to buy a cabin at $300 --- the
cLeapest comfortable house we could find.
We have paid for it, getting (borrowing) the
money from an old friend of mine who has
“struck it rich.” We had engaged a fine
outfit, expecting to sell almost enough of it
to pay for what flour, etc., we needed out
of the profits, But that outfit was burned
in the “Klondike Church” fire. Had it not
been for the fire, we would have been able
to raise all the money we needed to buy
what food we will need.

We have just secured 300 pounds of flour
and 200 pounds of other food---500 pounds in
all--at the comparatively cheap rate of $1
per pound. This we ask the church to pay
for. Br. Alexander Gillis, who s going out
until spring, has sold us the outfit, and
agrees to take the church for it. If it can
be secured in no other way, I am willing to
pay for it myself---only I ask the churck' to
loan me the money until next summer,
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To meet this possible demand of the
ohurch I have signed a note and sent it to
J. Thorburn Ross, of Portland, who will act
as my agent. We had to have the flour or
starve, I had already incurrel heavy oblig-
ations in order to keep the church running,
and lost the means of meeting them by the
fire, which deprived us of the rents.

Now I think the church will raise the mo.
ney to pay Mr, Gilliz, who has sold us the
goods on faith, He wishes to return in the
early spring, and should have the money as
soon as possible. If I am under salary next
year, I hope to make this mission self-sup-
porting, T am willing that this amount be
deducted from my salary, in case it cannot
be raised as a special fund for oar relief.

T expect to build a good church here early
in the spring, and to have it ready when the
first rush of the miners occurs. A mighty
army is coming and we must be ready for
them. If alive and io health I bave no
doubt at all of my ability to raise the mo-
ney within three weeks after the sluicing
commences in the spring. Money Is compa-
ratively tight now, because tle gold is all
on the “‘dumps” ready for sluicing when it
thaws., Iu fact, I have promises encugh sge-
cured already from owners of rich claims to
make me certain of success. And these
men say they will take care of me algo --- 80
1 hope to make the missiou entirely self-
supporting, Over thirty Christian men ---
now working on ‘‘lays”---have promised
iiberal subscriptions in the spring. Perhaps
we can at once build a hospital also.

I have just got to the place where I can
do some pastoral work., Have had no time
before, Am canvassing the whole town, and
will not stop until I visit every cabin. Am
puiling many Christians who Lave been spi-
ritually hibernating, out of their holes.Some
will not come, but we will keep pulling, We
had no women at alf at church the first
Sunday, but have gathered seven or eight
good women who will faithfully attend and
work.,

I forgot to say that we had our most valu-
able package stolen from us near Lake Lin-
derman --- after it had cost us about $75---
the package of Bibles, hymn books and sta-
tionery. 1 suppose the thief did not know
what he was stealing, and can imagine the
blueness of the atmosphere around him when
de opened the box in some lonely place.

I shall write to Rev., Dr. Robertson, of
Winnipeg, Manitoba, who is superintendent
of Presbyterian missions for this N. W. Ter-
ritory. Perbaps you would better communi-
cate with him., I am really in his jurisdic-
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tion, though the great majority of my ad-
herents are Americans. I feel greatly en-
couraged in my work and happier than ever
in my life before in it. I am profoundly
thankful that I Jid not get the governor-
ship. I hope to establish other branch mis-
slons at Hunker, Indian Creek, Stewart
River, and possibly Forty Mile,

Pray for us, for we have a great work to
do and an overwhelming responsibility,

P. S.---Sixty degrees below zero to-day; I
stood it well,

THE POINTE-AUX-TREMBLES SCHOOLS
By Rev. 5. Rondeau, Montreal.

Education in the Province of Quehec has
ever been under the control of the cleray of
the Roman Catholic Church. As far as ele-
mentary education is concerned, it has been
a faillure. No better proof. of this is needed
than the fact that out of a population of
1,600,000 inhabitants, 600,000 can neither
read nor write, and 700,000, or neatly one-
half, cannot write. The reasons ¢f this il-
literacy are obvious. They are to be found
in the inadequacy of the educational system
and in the evident policy of the Roman Cath.
olic Church to keep the bulk of the people
in ignorance.

It is generally acknowledged that the edu-
cational methods in vogue are behind the
times; that the school-houses are inadeguate,
the discipline degrading, the appliances de-
fective, the teachers underpaid, and the
supervision of education a matter of mere
uninteresting routine.

The aim of the te.chers is to prepare their
pupile for church membership rather than
for enlightened citizenship. Consequently,
the catechlsm and the ‘“Devoir du Chretien”’
are text books in all elementary schools. Cut
of these, the pupils are taught and prepared
for confirmation and the first communion.
These sacraments are the goal ever kept in
view by parents, teachers, and scholars. In
the pursuit of this worthy ambition, the
true end of education, the training of the
intellectual faculties as a preparation for the
highest service, is lost sight of altogether,

When the children reach the age of twelve
or fifteen and discover that after four or
five years spent at school they can scarcely
read or write, they become disgusted with
the teacher, the scheol, and the school cur-
riculvm. Many of them give up all thought
of further study. A large number turn to
farm work for which they feel competent.
Those who on reaching manhood, are crowd-
ed out from the homestead, find their way
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up the Ottawa valley, where they become
hewers of wood, or else they go to the
brick-yards of Boston, and the cotton miils
of New England, where they are content to
work for their more educated masters.

Whether it i8 a preconcerted plan of the
clergy to make the acquisition of learning
8o nauseating to the youth of the land, that
of their own accord they turn away from it,
we are not prepared to affirm, But it looks
very much like it.

One thing, however, is certain; the priests
commend ignorance with a truer ring of sin-
cerity than they praise knowledge. It is a
popular saying with the farmere of Quebec
that it is not necessary to know how to
read, in order to hold the handles of a
plough, This has become a proverb, and it
{8 often quoted under the authority of the
parish priest.

There is another saying which is no less
popular. It is one of the beatitudes: ¢‘Bless-
ed are the poor in spirit; for their’s is the
kingdom of heaven.” This also has been
caught from the pulpit. These sayings
show which the wind blows; away from the
tree of knowledge.

This also is obvious; if the clergy were at
all anxious to secure the education of the
masses, they could easily achieve it. They
have ample authority. They do not lack
means. They need but say the word, and it
shall be done. But they have always stem-
med the rising tide of popular reaction in
favor of the more general education of the
people.

The bishops, in the Council of Public In-
struction, have voted down motions looking
to the improvement of elementary educa-
tiop. The unmuzzled press, limited as yet,
but steadily growing, has been clamoring for
changes, demanding the proper qualification
of all teachers, better remuneration for
teachers of country schouls, unifomity of
text-books and adequate school inspection,
but these demands have remained unheeded.

At the last session of the Legislature, the
Government, in the fulfilment of its election
pledges, brought in an educational bill,
which if adopted, would have brought some
relief, but it was thrown out by the Legis-
lative Council. At whose instigation?
Mystery. But in the meantime, the situa-
tion remains unchanged.
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Bad as is the educational system of Que-
bec to-day, it was far worse fifty years ago.
There were then fewer schools in the rursl
districts, There were colleges in the most
important centres, where a classical educa-

- tion was given, but it was not within reach

of tha poor., The great bulk of the country
people could neither read nor write. A man
who could write was a wonder, and letter-
writing was generally done by the notary for
the whole parish. There were few newspa-
pers and their circulation in the country
was very limited, Among such ignorant
people, narrow-mindedness and religious
fanaticism flourished.

Protestants felt that something should be
done to dispel the religious and intellectual
darkness which brooded over the province;
that any boy or girl anxious to have an edu-
cation, should be given an opportunity to
secure it; that religious and secular instruc-
tion, going hand in hand, should be brought
within the reach of the poorest youth of
the land.

To accomplish this two-fold object, the
Pointe-aux-Trembles schools were opened,
They were founded on the broad basis of
Protestant Christianity and carried on in a
liberal, unsectarian spirit. They were scarce-
ly opened, when from all parts of the Prov-
ince, there flocked thereto, a number of
boys and girls eager for knowledge.

They came to these schools at their own
peril. Numerous were the forms of perse-
cutlon which they suffered. Many were the
devices of the priests to thwart this work,
for they felt that if the young people should
get a taste for learning, nothirg could stem
the tide of emancipation. Search warrants
were issued, and on the strength of these,
the schools were visited and pupils under
age were taken away and restored to their
homes.

A young man on his way to Pointe-aux-
Trembles was abducted by a lady of rank,
taken to the Palace of the Bishop of Mont-
real, and kept there for months against his
will. He was at last rescued by a well-
known philanthropist and returned to the
Pointe-aux-Trembles schools, where he pur-
sued his studies with zeal, and became, later
on, a minister of the Gospel.

In spite of the opposition of the enemies
of the truth, the educational work of
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Pointe-aux-Trembles went forward. To-day
these schools are known by name throughout
the Province, They are held in grateful re.
membrance by thousands of men and wo-
men, whose eyes have been opened there, for
the first time, to the light of the Gospel.

Twenty years ago, these Institutes became
the property of the Presbyterian Church in
Canada, The Board of French Evangeliza.
tion, under whose control they were placed,
has wisely entered into the spirit of their
founders. It carries on the work more vig-
orously than ever, but in the broad, evangel-
ical, unsectarian spirit, which presided over
the foundation of these schools fifty years
ago, Under a wise policy, they have become
a powerful anxillary of French-Canadian
evangelization. Of ali the agencies employed
to spread the knowledge of the Gospel,
Pointe-aux-Trembles iz the most successful,
the most blessed, the one above all others,
owned of God to make the name of His Son
known as Saviour in the Province of Que-
bec.

The reason of this success is doubtless due
to the fact that these schocls begin with
the young. It is the right place and the
right time to begin in order to fashion and
mould character aright. It is only through
the subtle influence of Christian teacher on
pupil, through daily and hourly contract
with young souls and in an atmosphere per-
vaded with the fragrance of Christian life,
that the most satisfactory results can be
reached. Amidst such surroundings, Roman
Catholic pupils experience an unconecious
change of views and of life, which they lit-
tle suspect. Only when they return to their
homes and their former environment, only
then do they discover that they no longer
belong to that world. And the change
which they have undergone comes to them
as a revelation.

When these pupils came to Polnts-aux-
Trembles, they were sincere Roman Catho-
lics, When they left, sfx months after, to
return home, they vowed that they were
still Roman Catholics, and that they would
8o remain, But when they went to church,
the uext Sunday, and took in the whols sur-
roundings, they said to themselves: “Is it
possible that we were once fervent worship-
pers at this shrine? Can it be that only six
months ago we believed all this and thought
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that this was worship? Then and only then,
did it dawn upon them, that they were no
longer Roman Catholics, and that now they
were to worship only in spirit and in truth,
Such Is oftentimes the result of a six
montns’ atay at Polnte.aux-Trembles.

These results are due not only to the reli-
glous, devout, and spiritual, atmosphere per-
vading the schools, but also to the admir-
able method followed in teaching religion
both in the classes and from the pulpit.
Thelr method may be described as the Histo-
rical method, The idea is firat of all to get
at the facts.

The Bible is used as a text-book to teach
History, Religion and Morals, fiIt is also
used as a Reader for beginners., The pupils,
beginning with Genesis, are taught the
leading facts of Bible History. They are
then made acquainted with New Testament
History, Religion, and Morals. It is also
quainted with these facts as a ground-work,
their logical conclusions are proceeded with,

Then comes the examination of Roman
Catholic dogmas. These are compared with
the teachings of the word of God. Between
the teachings of the Church of Rome, the
authority of human tradition, and the plain
statements of Holy Scripture, the pupils
have no difficulty in making a chuice, The
majority of them yield obedience to the Gos-
pel, and acknowledge it as the power of God
unto salvation,

Alongside of this formal teaching {n the
classes, an appeal is constantly made to the
hearts of the pupils, by regular devotional
exercises, such as family worship morning
and evening, prayer meeting on Wednesday
night, meeting of the Society of Christian
Endeavor, morning and evening services,
and Sabbath school on the Lord’s day., All
these services are of a devotional character.
The sermons are not controversial, They are
not cast in the mould of disputation. They
are not polemical, and necd not be, because
they deal with universal truths, wide as
the sphere of Christianity and deep as the
yearnings of the human heart.

The Total Depravity of the human heart,
the need of Salvation, the Gift of God, Sel-
vation by Grace, Regeneration, o ustification
by Faith, Sanctification; by the treatment of
these and kindred subjects, the puplls ave
taught to know their Bible, thesir own
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hearts and the heart of God, These subjects
are treated in such a devout spirit, that all
the hearers, from the most restless to the
least well-disposed Roman Cathalic, coue
under the srell of these words of grace and
truth, showing the listening attitude of the
lad of old who said: ‘‘Speak; for thy ser-
vent heareth.”

In view of these things, one does not won-
der to hear that spirit of God has been
brooding over these young hearts, bringing
forth order out of confusion, imparting life
to dead souls, and that for years, the Prin-
cipal has been able to report an increasing
number of conversions not to Protestantism
only, which would be no wonder, but genu-
ine conversions to Christ, which is far bet-
ter.

The history of the pupils of these schools
is the best evidence of their efficiency. A
glance at a few typical cases, will suffice to
give an idea of the scope, the character and
the results of the work.

About thirty years ago two pupils of
Pouinte-aux-Trembles were sent as colpor-
teurs towards the Lower Provinces. The
Lord directed their foutsteps out of their
way, to the home of a large French-Cuna-
disn family, which thsy were the means of
bringing to the knowledge of the truth.

A few montha later, a member of this
family, a boy twelve years old, came to our
missivn schucls, He was bright, diligent,
and made rapid progress. At the end uf his
fourth session, the missivnary who had
evangelized this boy’s family, came to see
him at the schools, and in the course of a
familiar cunversation, the missiunary asked
bis young friend if he had furmed avy plans
for the future. Yes, said the buy, I have
made up my mind, I am guing to be a cook.
Well, said his friend, if you fall down you
will not hurt yourself, because you will not
fall from a great beight.

This simple wurd, spuken half in jest, half
in earnest, made deep impressivn on the
boy’s mind, It opened a wider horizun to
his ambition. He said to himself: My
friend is right, and I will aspire to a higher
sphere of usefulress than a kitchen. Fe
there and tl.cn resvlved to prosecutc his stu-
dies further. By dint of hard work and
many sacrifices, he prepared himself to en-
ter a vnivergity where he distingulshed him-
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gelf as a brilliant student and graduated
with honors, carrylng as a final prize, a gold
medal, He then took a full theological
course in one of our leading colleges and in
due time, he was ordained to the holy min-
istry, For ten years he was engaged in suc-
cessiul missionary work among his fellow
countrymen, To-day, he 1is Lecturer in
French language and literature in a large
Protestant University. His success and
schularship will doubtless bring him a Pro-
fessorship in the near future.

Thirty-tive years ago, there was a boy at
Pointe-aux-Trembles who caused his teachers
a great deal of uneasiness. Instead of por-
ing over the intricacies of Syntax, he kept
rummaging among the mapy trifies which
lay scattered among his buoks in the deep,
vld-fashivned desk of that day. He was a
buy inventur, always engaged in the perfect-
ing of some mechanical contrivance, Nuw it
wus a wind-mill mudel; now an old watch,
which he was tahing tu pieces,or the hull of
a steamship which he tasbivned with that
matrvellous toul which serves 8o well the
many purpuses of an ingenious boy---a jack-
kpife. That buy never became a college pro-
fessor. He went away with a light literary
baggage, but foilowing the natural bent of
his mind, he became an inventor of agricul-
tural implements.

During the last twenty-five years, he has
secured a douzen patents, covering as many
ugeful inventions, He has found, for une of
his  machines, a market throughout the
cuountry from Halifax to the Rockies. Mure
over be is, on a small scale, a practical
farmer, whose grain fields have wun the first
prize in the county. Lecturers un agricul-
ture find nu better school than his model
farm, and no better teacher than this old
pupil of Puinte-aux-Trembles.

Although living in an intensely Roman
Catholic district, he is not ashamed of the
Guspel, and his Ruwnan Cathulic neighbors,
who hold him in high esteem, render thus
an uuconscivus testimony tu the power of
the Gospel.

A few years agu, a Ruman Catholic young
man found his way to Pointe-aux-Trembles.
He came from the Ottawa valley, and like
many of his neighbors, he had been engaged
in the lumbering camps, where he had ac-
quired the peculiar habits of ghanty men ;
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the tobacen habit in its two prevailing
forms; the swearing habit; and many other
uncouth manners of the typical shuntyman.
He was by no means a promising subject,
and a session at the schools did not seem to
greatly linprove his ways.

However, he came back for a second term
and his teachers noticed some lmprovement
in his manners. This became more notice-
able day by day, and before he went away,
he had remounced Romanism, given up his
filthy habits and become a member of the
Church,

He left the schools, and for a few years
nothing was heard of him., Not long since,
he was discovered in a small village of Al-
goma, where he was working in a saw mill,
He had in the meantime, married a former
pupil of Pointe-aux-Trembles, and made a
home for himself in that distant district.

Surrounded by French Roman Catholics,
away from the ordinances of the Gospel, he
had not only remained true to the faith, but
he had witnessed a good coufession before
his fellow-countrymen. Through him, the
Gospel had become kuown in that neighbor-
hood, and it was found possible to establish
there a mission station, which may yet prove
a great blessing to that community.

Such are some of the practical results of
the Pointe-aux-Trembles schocls, and I
would prefer to have helped such boys to a
Christian education, than to have helped put
a king on his throne. I wculd prefer to be
the one who made known to these boys and
girls the pearl of great price, than to have
contributed the brightest jewel to the dia-
dem of an earthly monarch. For godly in-
fluences when once set in motion, like the
concentric waves from a pebble cast in the
gea, grow wider and wider, and never stop
until they die on the eternal shores,

Some one may ask this question' How do
the former pupils feel towards their first
Alma Mater? Do they show any gratitude
towards the institution where they first saw
the light, and to what extent?

This being a legitimate question, demands
an honest answer: Firat, however, let the
facts be plainly stated, Let it be remem-
bered that the boys and girls who come to
these schools are either Roman Catholics or
the children of converts; that all of them
are from families of humble means, and a
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great many from the humes of poverty; that
after three or four sessivns at the schools,
they are sent out ‘“‘naked in a naked world”
as it were, barely equipped to engage in the
great struggle of life; that 8 number of
them are disowned by their parents and in
some cases disinherited, for having renounc-
ed their former faith, They are thrown
upon their own resources. They have to
fight their way to a living and galn a foot-
hold in an environment which s never sym-
pathetic and oftentimes hostile. It Is only
by long, patient toilsome years of hard
work, that they succeed to win a humble
place for themselves in the sunshine of life,

Such are the faots. In view of these, it
can hardly be expected of the former puplls
that they should give large sums to carry
on the work of thelr beloved school. But
they do better than that; they give it thelr
hearts. They hold dear their old school, its
teachers, and its many benefactors. They
commend the work of their school and find
new pupils for it. Having gone to Siloam,
and got their eyes opened, they tell others
where they also may receive sight, They ex-
tend the schools’ sphere of influence. They
cherish the truths they have learned at
Pointe-aux-Trembles, and they make them
known to their nelghbors. They witness a
good confession of Christ before the world,
often at a financial loss to thémselves. They
contribute towards the support of the
schocls, through the ordinary channels of
the local Church, of which they are members,

The Alumni Agsociation, organized a few
years ago, has already raised among its
members upwards of $2000. With this mo-
ney a gymnpasium has been built for the
boys’ school, a library has been founded,
prizes have been offered for competition
amoung the present pupils and handsoms con-
tributions have been given towards the work
of French Evangelization. The Assoclation
has at pressnt over $400 on hand towards
the erection of a gymnasium for the girls’
school. In such ways as these, the former
pupils show their appreciation of the bene-
fits they have rec-ived at these mission
schools. It would be unbecoming for those
who give their hundreds out of their tens
of thousands, to say that Polnte-aux-Trem-
bles’ former pupils are ungrateful,

It I8 an easy matter to give monasy, when
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one has it. It is not so easy to bear the
reproach of Christ in the midst of a_hos-
tile population, to suffer from ostracism, to
be compelled to emigrate to a foreign coun-
try, to be cast off from one’s home as a re-
probate, to be told that you have put to
shame the mother that bare you, and that
you have disgraced the whole family because
you have forsaken the faith of your fathers.
And yet the pupils of Pointe-aux-Trembles
are willing to bear with this, and with all
that it entails. They do so dladly, ‘“‘esteem-
ing the reproach of Chrirt greater riches
than the treasures in Egypt. They too “en-
dure as seeing him who is invisible.”

Such are the pupils’ contributions to the
work of French Evangelization, and of all
who cast into the treasury of the Board,
they are probabnly not the least.

Now it may be asked by some tender-
hearted Christian, whether it would not be
better to leave these French Roman Catho-
lic boys and girls in their homes, ‘‘where
ignorance is bliss,” rather than take them
into our schools, allow them to becor:e con-
verts, and then turn them out into the
world to suffer persecution and be cast away
from their people. Would it not save these
young people a great deal of trouble?

It would undoubtedly. The same question
however, might have been asked regarding
Stephen and all the martyrs.

It would have saved Stephen a great many
blows if he had refused to juin himself to
the apostles, and if he had held his peace
before the Council. He might have saved
his life at the last, if he had recanted. But
then he might not have been vouchsafed his
dylng vision of the glory of God and the
Son of man standing on the right hand of
God. And it is wmore than likely that he
prized this vision more than all the earthly
joys which might have been his, if he had
not been so rash.

If all the Pointe-aux-Trembles pupils who
have suffered more or less of the world’s
ignominy for their new faith, were asked
the tender-hearted Christian’s question just
propounded, their answer would be some-
thing like this: ‘‘Given all the annoyances
and persecutions we have suffered, the
struggle of life made doubly severe because
of uofriendly surroundings, the cutting as-
under of family tles, the closing of the door
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to success in the forensic and political are-
pa, given all these disabilities, we would
not exchange our lot for the most glorious
one, if to make the exchange we had to for-
sake all that we know, all that we are, and
all that we shall be, ‘““when He shall ap-
‘pear.” ‘“We would not go back to our for-’
mer life, we would not reenter our former
narrow forizon, we would not return to the
intellectual and spiritual bondage of Rome
for all the prizes which the world has in its
gift.” A

Such would be the answer of the former
pupils who have remaioed steadfast in their
profession,

At the same time should any one feel that
something more ought to be dune for these
young people, lest their second condition
should be worse than the first, the way is
open for greater benevolence, at a point
where it is most needed, and at a time when
it would be most effective.

It would be a profitable investment to of-
fer scholarships for competition at Pointe-
aux-Trembles. With such financial help, the
most promising pupils could pursue their
studies in any faculty of a university, They
could enter the liberal professions. They
could learn profitable trades. They would
thus be enabled to render enlightened ser-
vice to their country and reflect greater cre-
dit on their school, on their benefactors and
on themselves.

If French-Canadian Protestants are to have
a voice in shaping the destines of their na-
tive Province; if they are to permeste the
higher strata of society with the leaven of
the Gospel, they must qualify themselves for
leadership. There is already a number of
self-made men among them. But there would
‘be more, if. those who are at the foot of the
ladder, were given a judicious lift to help
them make a start.

In the meantime, with such appliances as
are at hand, with the limited income at the
disposal of the Board of French Evangeliza-
tion, & noble work is being dome, and there
is not a boy or girl who has pasged through
the institution, who would not devoutly
join in the prayer: God bless Polnte-auz-

Trembles!
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Our jJorefgn Missions.

THE NEW HEBRIDES,
Letter from Mrs. Dr. Annand.

Can we realize what it is to be in the po-
sition of Dr. and Mrs., Annand, with their
Training Institution, 65 students, 22 stu-
dents wives, and 8 children, a family of 45
to provide fuod and shelter for aund to over-
see generally; besides doing nearly all the
teaching in the Institution. No wonder that
after years of such work, getting the Insti-
fairly started, and moreover with insuffi-
cient funds to carry it on properly, and all
in the moist heat of tropic seas; no wonder
if even such an iron constitution as Dr.
Anpnard’s should show sign of wear. Yet
his own letiers did not mention it. Nor
does Mrs, Apnnand, in the following, men-
tion her own health, though there is no
doubt that both were well worn when they
went for a short rest, and for repairs, to
Australia and New Zealand, a few months
since.

But though they are silent on much that
concerns themselves, we should not forget
what they bear for us as our representa-
tives doing our work. Above all let them
feel that they are sustained by our prayers.
Some gifts also, to help support the Insti-
tution, provided these are over and above
our regular giving to the Foreign Mission
Fund, would lighten their burden. To Miss
Kerr, of Galt, Mrs. Annand writes from
Dunedin, New Zealand:---

“We are once more enjoying the great plea-
sures of civilization. We left Santo on the
16th of September, a month sooner than we
bad intended doing, on account of my hus-
band’s health, He has been in very poor
health for five months, and was getting
worse. The doctors said in May that he
should leave the islands at once, for a long
rest and change, as his system was quite run
down. I am thankful to say that he is much
improved in health.

We arrived in Sydney on the 9th of Oc-
teber and remained there. until the 8th of
December, when we sailed for Melbourne,

While in Melbourne, we spent the most of
our time witk dear Mrs. Geddie and her
youngest daughter. Mrs, Geddie, you will
remember, I8 the widow of Dr. Geddie, the
noble missionary of Aneityum, and came
from Nova Scotia. Mrs. Geddie is still ac-
tive and does much to help the poor in Mel-
bourne,

Wo spent a pight at Kew with Dr. and
Mrs. Paton. They have a very pretty home
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of their own, at Kew, which is one of the
suburbs of Melbourne.

We were also out at Dr, Paton’s, one after-
noon, at the marriage of the Rev. Thomson:
Macmillan and Miss Annie Robertson, Mr..
Macmillan i8 one of our missionaries on
Tanna. He has been settled there a little:
over a year. Miss Robertson came out from.
Scotland to be married to bim.

While we were in Melbourne the weather
was very hot and trying---too much like our
island weather.

We left Melbourne on the 29th December
for New Zealand, and after a somewhat
rough voyage, with the wind In our favor,
reached bere on 5th January,

We are delighted with the scemery here;
I have never seen more beautiful hills and
valleys. Though this i their summer wea-
ther, it is very cool, with high winds, We
feel quite cold, but enjoy the bracing alr,
and spend most of our time out of doors.
We purpose remaining a week or so at the
Cold Springs.

We expect to spend about two months in
New Zealand, going from the South Isiand
to the North, and then to Sydney, leaving
Syduey, all well, for the islands, early In
April.

It would have done us no good to have re-
mained in New South Wales or Victoria.
We trust that by spending two months In
New Zealand we may galn some strength for
another term of work in our Master’s ser-
vice. The work and responsibility connected
with the institution Is very great, and we
are neither of us as strong es we were some
years back.

One of our missionaries, Mr. T. W. Leg-
gatt, of Malekula, who just returned to Mel-
bourne before we left, after being on fur-
lough to Scotland, trled, while there, to-
raise funds to support a lady teacher for
five years, to assist us In the Imstitutlon;
but he did not succeed in getting the
money, though he could have got =a lady,
willing and anxious to come.

I am sorry to say that our funds are again
some £70 bebind. The students are coming
in much faster than the means. There are
oow gixty-five students In the Institution,
twenty-two of whom are married, and there
are eight children. We hear of a number
more awaiting our return, to be passed. for
entrance. We do not like to refuse to take
any who are fit and anxlous to enter, trust-
ing that our Father will provide the means
for their support.

Dear friends, join your prayers with ours
that these heathen may soon be won for tha
Master’s kingdom.
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A CHINESE ALLEGORY.
By Rev. D. McGillivray, of Honan,
THE FROG, LOQUITER.

““One day, leaping after a fly on which I
hoped to breakfast, I suddenly found my-
self fall splash into a circular hole, in which
luckily for me, there was considerable wa-
ter. My mother had warnel me about it
that very morning, but woe’s me! I had
forgotten her warnings, and now here I was
a captive, for how could I crawl or leap up
the slippery sides of this stone wall? Be-
ing confined within such a nmarrow round,
my liberty was very much curtailed, and I
soon grew tired of leaping and swimming
abont. I had, however, no one to think of
but myself, and so my thought grew very
selfish. I did not care what would bappen
anvone elge, provided I made a fair liviog.
I had received no education, and soon for-
got all the wonderful things in the big world
above, for I had no part in the world’s pro-
gress.

On looking up one day I saw a piece of
blue (the sky) and thought the heavens must
be very small. Yat all the light I now re-
ceived came from above, Besides growing
very selfish I grew conceited and croaked in-
cessantly: ‘I’'m the only frog in this well. T
have no neighbors, and if I had, they would
not be fit to associate with me in this ele-
gent abode.’ -

But, alas! my croaking had attracted to
the weall’s side some naughty boys, who be-
gan to pelt me with stones until they left
ma for dead. Then I thought how {oolish
for me to be staylng down here. There is a
way to escape, for a bucket used to come
down to me empty and return to the top.
So I conceived the happy thought of leaping
into it and thus regaining my liberty, which
in due time I succeeded in doing.”

CHINESE COXVERT, EXPOUNDING THE ALLEGORY.

This aliegory aptly represents the pres-
ent state of my countrymen without the
Gospel---captives confined within a nparrow
dungeon. Without life, they merely exist.
Without love, they are selfishly anxious only
for the meat which perlsheth. Without l-
berty, they are treading a narrow cheerless
round Without education, they Imagine
that their country is the Middle Kingdom,
the centre of the Universe, while the frin-
ges (foreign countries) are negligeable quan-
tities, Yet what light they have, small as
1t is, comes from above, and not from their
earthly philosophers, who npever look upward
at all. They used to thick that they had no
nelghbors worth takicg Into account, but
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Japan, Germany, Russia, evc., drew near and
did them grievous harm. Some allege they
want not only to kill the frog but steal his
well besides! But by the missionary’s help
is the only way of escape.

NEW FIELDS IN TRINIDAD.,
By Rev. Dr. Morton.
Tunapuna, KFebruary 26th, 1898.

We are now enjoying our dry season, when
new districts can best be explored and for-
ward movements entered apon.

On the 22nd instant I ran up our Ilately
opened railway extension, about eight miles,
and struck out toward the centre of the is-
land, The road is macadamized for ome
mile. It then becomes a bridle road, orly fit,
and ultimately scarcely fit, to rid over.

The East Indian Settlement begins a mile
and a half from the station and extenls two
and a half miles to a large cocoa estate, and
is extending round tbat estate, This exten-
sion is sure to continue, as the land in that
direction is good. In the lower part of the
gsettlement the soil is unfortunately not
very good.

At one house I found two lade baptized by
me some years ago at Arouca for whom I
have been searching. At another a bright
young woman from Tacarigua. At a tbird
a Tunapuna girl who has lately been married
to a young man who owns land here. Irdeed
the great majority of the people are from
Tacarigua and neighborhcod.

At one house, three hearty lade met us
in the garden carrying little cutlasses with
which they were exercising themselves, and
three smaller children were playing at the
house.

On the very next lot was an empty, open
house, and grass grown garden, whose own-
er died without will or heirs. Further on
sat a golitary man at his door whose wife
had died a year ago, and left him to solitude
and sorrow.

From bouse to house I walked till I reach-
ed the large estate, where I remainedé for
the pight. The mext day I walked back,
visiting by the way. I might bave ridden,
but it would not have suited the work. To
walk into the houses with your bag,
ask for a drink, perhaps eat the lunch you
had brought, is the best way to make
friends, and find willing listeners to yocur
message; and when you set out, a man or lad

-carries your bag and see® you forward to the

next house,
All want 2 school. On that point there is
hearty unanimity. And although several at
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first wanted the school each at his own
door, there was in the end practical unani-
mity as to where the school should be situa-
ted, and land and some contributicns in
wood were offered.

These old settlers know 80 well who we
are, and what our message means to Hindu-
ism, that a hearty invitation to open a
school and begin religious services among
them, shows that Hinduism has lost its
hold on them, and that they are not afraid
of Christian teaching, as many of the new
immigrants are.

A HINDU SOCIAL EVENING.
By Harold M. Clark, Trinidad.

San Fernando, March 4, 1898.
Dear Record:---

One day not jong since I was iuvited to
an Indian social gathering, and speut a very
pleasant evening. Many things were néw
and strange to me, and all things connected
with it were interesting.

Socially, there "is a great difference even
among the East Indians who have accepted
Christianity. Quite 2 number have exchang-
ed in toto the Indian language, dress, man-
ners, and style of living, for the European.
Many others, though they have curdially em-
braced Christianity, still adhere to the lan-
guuge and all the manners and customs of
their brethren in I»dia. It wus to a sucial
guthering among the latter class that Dr,
Grant, Mr. Fraser and myself and wany of
our Indian friends were invited a few duys
ago.

The invitation reached e abovut 4 p. m.,
and the dinpner was to be at five. 1 never
accepted an invitation more beartily, acd
punctually 2t tive o’cleck the Rev. Lal Bi-
hari and myself were at the home of our
kiod host. He was an Indian silversmith,
with his wife, several children, and a son-
in-law, living with him,

As we entered, we were warmly greeted
with the Indian “Selaem,” apd ushered
through an outside room or porch, into an
inner one, which served at vnce for parlor,
dining-room, and bedroom,

As we passed through the outer porch we
saw that cooking operations of a very inter-
esting kind were being carried on, and after
we were seated our hostess left us, and with
her husband and friends went on with their
culinary operations outside, 21l of which we
had the pleasure of watching through the
open door. We saw that quite & large com-
paoy was evidently expected later on for a
great deal of the Indian “roti’ or johnny-
cake was being prepared.

It was wonderful to see the deft fingers of
both men and women as thay rolled flour
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and water into little cakes, flattened them
out, and dropped them into hot cccoanut oil
to fry. Everything, though primitive, was
clean and neat.

By and by Dr. Grant, who had been de-
tained, came along, and we sat down to our
repast, and enjoyed it exceedingly, while vur
hostess was still busy in the midst of her
friends and more roti.

While sitting in the dining room I had no-
ticed a pile of large fresh plantain leaves,
about four or five feet long by eighteen
inches or two feet broud lying on the floor,
It was not‘long till I had discovered the use
of these natural platters, fur every minute
or two a johnycake would be lifted steam-
ing from the covking pot and stowed away
against the evening amung the huge green
plantain leaves, than which not even the
finest china cuuld have made a wore beauti-
ful or suitable covered dish.

Sova after dinner we said “*Guod after-
noon’ in Hindi to our host and hostess and
left them and their friends still engaged in
their pleagant task, with a prumise to ze-
turn later in the evenring, when the Indian
guests should have arrived.

About 8§ ¢’cluck we went again and found
the house crowded. They had finished their
supper and were settled down to .he even-
ing’s™ entertainment. Jlusical insitruments
there were in plenty; and svery face was a8
bright as joy could make it.

When we entered, thiey were singing and
playing with all their hearts, vcices and
musical instruments as we expected,---for
we had leard something about these gather-
ings befure---they were singing Hindi bymns.

We juined in the service of song, and the
hours went by with one hymn aiter another
vn une of the happiest social eveniuzs I have
ever spent. Every face beamed with joy,
and befure we parted the Rev. Leal Bebari
led us all to the throne of Grace in prayer.

As I cuntrasted our sucial {unctivn among
the Christian Indians in Trinidad with many
of our social eveniugs amung the Christians
in Capada, I could not help thinking that ia
many ways the Indian customs are better
than our own. Tlere was a peace and a joy
and a brotherly love throughout it all which
is often so sadly lacking in the sociel pro-
ducts of our higher civilization.

Hymns of praise formed the convergation,
hymns of preise provided the entertainment,
and although we Canadizns may smile with
amusement at customs which are so differ-
ent from our own, it se2ms to me that there
was Another who smiled that night; He
whose presence graced the marriage feast In
Cana of Gatilee, but it was a smile of quiet
oy, blessing, and approbation.
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THE STUDENT VOLUNTEER CONVEN.-
TION,

By Rev, Norman H. Russell.

The lurgest auditorium in the great city
of Cleveland, capable of seating upwards of
3,000 people, packed to the door at every
session, and hundreds turned away,

Not an ordinary crowd---over 1,700 of them
are students, the cream of our American
and Canadian colleges; the platform is a
galaxy of noted men: bishops, leaders of
great movements, college professors, repre-
sentatives of most of the Mission Boards of
the continent, and nearly one hundred re-
turned missionaries of every denomination,
and from every part of the world.

‘This crowd is gathered together in the in-
terests of no material project, no political
movement, no aggrandisement of wealth or
planning for pleasure, its object is purely
spiritual---"the accomplishment of God’s
purpose for the heathen world.”

The speeches are quiet, withiout pyrotech-
nics, there is no discussion and no applause;
and yet though the sessions continue at
times for three hours, and that for five suc-
cessive days, an intense and growing inter-
€8t, in the midst of a stillness that can at
times Dbe almost felt; holds the comvention
with increasing power till its close. Surely
such a sight challenges attention.

The force of the meetings is not entirely,
or even principally, in the personnel of the
speakers, though such meu as F. B, Meyers,
Bishop Baldwin, Robert E. Speer. Dr, F., E.
Clarke, Dr. Schautiler, Dr. Hall of Union,
Ex-Gov. Beaver of Penn., Mott, Wilder, and
others, take leading parts. One could feel
that this meeting was the child of many
prayers, and that it was inspired and led
by the Holy Spirit.

The inspiration of its magpificent purpose
2ls0 seemed te seize on the audience as con-
tained in the watchword of the movement---
“The Evangelization of the World in this
generation. ’ It seems almost extravagant,
but as one listened to the unanimious testi-
mony from the fields, of innumerable open
doors and whitened harvest fields; as one
looked into the intensity of purpose written
in the faces of that army of volunteers, he
felt not only that this watchword rightly
understood, was according to God’s plan aad
purpose, but that in the wonderful Provi-
dence of God it was daily being made more
possible.

We must remember that this was a mest-
AIng of Amerlcan and English students; theé
two flags met behind the platform over a
smap of the world and the prayer ‘“Thy King-
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dom Come,” as though significant of the
two main forces in the accomplishment of
this purpose.

Every detail in the varied program would
be worthy of notice, but only the strategic
points can be mwentioned,

Mr. F. B, Meyer, of London, opened the

. conference with what was called ‘‘a cauiet

hour,” in which he pleaded for complete
separation from sin, from everything that
could in any way cowe between us and God,
and to take Christ as suflicient to supply
every need to be complete in Him. He dwelt
especially on the anointing with the Holy
Ghost as the sine qua non for effectual ser-
vice. It was indeed a quiet and blessed
hour, an hour of many decisions, and gave
the cue tu the whole convertion,

‘The inadequacy of the won-Christian reli-
gions was one of the fundamental arguments
for the theory of missions. One after another
they were weighed in the balances as to their
conceptions of God, sfo, and the meauns of
salvation, and were found wanting. In sec-
tional meetings the claims and needs of
each country were presented in short but
graphic speeches by the returned missiopar-
ies, and the volume of questions poured in
in connection with these was sufficient evi-
dence of the deep interest of the hearers.

Great emphasis was laid on the qualifica-
tions needed for successful mission work;
the spiritual---an assurance of being called
of God, and of divine power to meet this
call, a life in the likeness of Christ Jesus,
and to this end the full indwelling of the
Holy Spirit. But along with these -the best
pussible intellectual equipment to assist im
learning the language and in understanding
and coping with the peculiar genius of the
people., The consensus of opinion was that
the need was for more man rather than more
men,

The money problem was ably and exhaust-
ively handled by a galaxy of speakers. Open
doors, vast opportunities, but inadequate re-
gources are the main features. The latter
is not due to the poverty of the
Christians of North America, who own
over $87,000,000,000, but to their sel-
fishness in  giving less than  §6,-
000,000 & year to the evangelization of the
world, The work can be done if we had but
the gpirit for it.

Many suggestions v ere made. Firet, more
earnest consecration of means on the part of
all present, not the tenth alone, but Christ’s
measure of giving, to be the standard; sec-
ond, an appeal to the corn-combatants for
help, and a pressing home of the responei-
bility of wealth. Many noble examples, and
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some good suggestions, as to individual sup-
port of those on the fleld were given by sev-
oral speakers.

A day was given to the pressing home of
responsibilities on those not actually en-
gaged. First, on the pastors to present the
ovangelization of the world as the business
of the church; second, on the theological col-
Jeges to provide a suitable course of lec-
tures on this subject in the regular curricu-
lum; third on all young people’s societies as
the reserve force in this army of conquest;
and fourth, on the laity in general to realise
the privilege of engaging in such a work,

In the denomiuational and other sectional
meetings several of these prublems were
more fully discussed. There was a general
agreement that this movement, which after
all, is only a movement, not an organization;
which never sent out 2 missiopary and never
started a wission, but works only as the
bandmail of the church, should be recognis-
ed and taken fullest advantage of by the
church. The policy ot the C, M. S. in send-
ing out every qualified applicant, lovking to
God for the means, appealed especially to
tLe missionaries present as the true policy
for every church.

TLe closing hours of the convention were
the most sacred. They were not given to
appeals or testimonies, but to 2 few quiet
heart searching talks, leaving the responsi-
bility of decision and action with each indi-
vidual,

One could hardly speak extravagantly of
the possibilities in such a cause, of such a
force as was gathered at Cleveland, Fifty-
eight look forward to going to the field tkLis
year, hundreds more now in preparation will
soon follow. And yet these were only repre-
sentatives. The influences will go out into
every section of the land, in report and
prayer, stirring many others to the work,

In our Capadian train, which numbered
nearly 150, the fruits of the meetings were
to be seen in quiet earnest faces, prayer and
Bible study, and in & readiness to respond
to every proposali in the interests of the
work,

This movement is of God and is' being used
of Him to gather out a force for the world’s
evangelisation. It is bound to move on un-
til this purpose be accomplishied. Can the
church afford to wait? Is it time for her
to sit idle and let this tide sweep on? Or
shell she not rlse to this noble opportunity
and throwings herself into line with Ged's
purposes, move on hanpd in hand with this
volunteer army to tkLe conquest of the world
for Chriat?
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INDIA.
By Rev, W. J. Jamieson, our missionary.

To a missionary just arrived in India, the
condition of things is so different from any-
thing in the homeland, the surroundings are
go entirely foreign, that he is most likely to
be confounded and confused. The sun has
increased in power since reaching the Red
Sea, till the glare now becomes 8o trying
that uvless very careful to keep bis head
covered, flushed cheeks and headache will
soon add to bhis confusion. Everything
seems to be parched and dried up. His
throat, from the tobacco and pepper among
the dust in most cities, has a peculiar feel-
ing, which often causes him a distressing
cough,

It will be fortupate if sume old missivnary
or friendly military man has persuaded him
to buy a good sun bhelmet before leaving Bri-
tain. In 1893 1 saw a Y.M.C.A. Secretary
land in Bombay at midday wearing a soft
felt black hat, and wondering why his hezu
felt so strangely heavy and confused. A
large “Topay” and white umbrella gave him
more confidence next day.

Wbat an immense crowd---people every-
where, and in such swarms that the new-
comer is overwhelmed. MHe potices first of
all, perhaps, the slow, moderate movements:
and deliberate bearing of the people. In gen-
eral thers i8 no rush and hurry as is met
with in our homeland, A Hiadu would be
surprised to find himself going at a run.

Perhaps the climate has something to do
with it; but a missionary, fresh from home,
is apt to call them lazy, and conclude that
the inhabitants of India would rather walk
than run, stand than walk, sit down than
stand, lie and slesp than all else; and this
feeling will be slow to leave him when he
wants something done quickly.

He will be inclined to think that Babel
tongues have-been let loose, for they are a
people of. many words end much noise, Even
to those who can understand one or two of
the languages of India, it is most distress-
ing to hear every person shouting with high-
pitched voice, and talking to his neighbor as
though he were deaf.

In travelling inland the writer always
found it impossible to sleep on arriving ar
railway stations, for at midpight or noon
there seems always to be a crowd, each one
vielng with bis fellow in loud talking.

To describe the different kinds of dress in
India would require a volume and necessitate
a panoramic scene to make it intelligible.
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Turbans of many kinds and colors, large and
small, some looking like flower gardens:
spread around the head; others made by
winding a colored rope-like cloth, dozens of
yards long, about the head; some covering
the ears, with the top of the head bare.
Many wear caps sov small that you
would thing they must be glued to
the head to keep them on. Now
and then a Eurasian --- half native
and half European---will be seen wearing an
old cast-off hat once worn by an Englishman.

“Coolies and poor villagers are mostly sa-
tisfied with a waist cloth tled around them,
and in some parts of India very scanty in-
deed. Holy men go about in nature’s garb,
where permitted by the authorities, and re-
sort to an indescribable patch of dirty cot-
ton when compelled to clothe themselves. The
majority seem to wear a low shoe on the bare
foot. A man given to dress can be seen in
any part of India with a sort of skirt-like
coat coming down to the knee, a shorter one
over that, perhaps three in all, and over the
whole a very bright-culured, blue or scarlet
short waistcoat, Special pains are taken b)
such gentlemen to show huw many garments
are worn, for a man is counted poor or rich
accorling to the number of coats and the
size of turban he can display.

But what do all those marks upon the
foreheads of so many people mean? Men
with white streaks and red lines. Curved
lines and spots upon the fureheads and nuses
of most men and wuwmen are tu be seen
everywhere., They are not just like the face
marks of our North-West Indians; they do
not seem to be burned, but paiuted on.
Every pious Hindu marks his forehead with
the sacred sign of his own particular faith
or religious views. These marks are called
““Teelaka” or ‘“‘Pundra.”

Hinduism may be rcughly classified under
two main sects, Shivites and Vishnavites
(and these, of course, are sub-livided). Each
sect .bears a different mark with different
curves, according to tke points at issue
with the other sect. The Shivite’s “Teela-
ka” consists of three horizontal strokes
made of the white ashes of burnt substance
supposed to represent the destroying forces
belonging to the God Shiv.’ The mark of
the Vishnavites is an upright cne of bright
red, yellow, and white coloring substances,
and is supposed to represent the foot-prints
of the god Vishnu,

Some hold that Shiv was produced from
Brahma’s forehead one day when that god
was roused to flerce anger, and therefore the
mark upon the foreheads of his worshippers
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represents his incarnation., Other Pundits
say that it represents the three eyes of
Shiv, denoting his insight into future, past,
and present time.

Then, again, it is held that black and
white symbolize the close connection and
succession of Shiv’s generating and destroy-
ing principles. The marks of Vishnu seem
to denote that the foot-prints of that god
have great efficacy in shielding frow the evil
influences of sins.

Some wear Vishnu’s mark like the letter
u (U) curved between the eyes down upon
the nose---mostly white-colored--- which re-
presents both feet of the god. while the cen-
tral mark, a red streak, is emblematical of
“‘Lakshmee,” the wife of Vishnu.

Certain it is that thuse who worship
Shiv’s wife (‘‘Kalee’” or “Durga’”) wear a
small red spot just between the eyes. This
wild goddess is the goddess of blood, in
whose name the Thugs (pronounced Tugs)
used to murder. I have watched an immense
throng of worshippers on the great festival
in her honor when nine buffalves were slain,
several goats and chickens also, all sacrificed
to that bluudy goddess to appease her angry
passiun* for human beings; and every offi-
clating priest, all of those taking any part
in the “‘entertainment,’” and most of those
present, wore that red star between the
eyes. Pundits have acknowledged to me that
those who wear that red spot are devotees
to the Kalee goddess.

It is not unlikely, therefore, that the mis-
sionary fresh from home, in his enthusiasm,
will be inclined to say, when he comes face
to face with this throng and learns that
each man carrjes the mark of his god in his
forehead, that such a religious people who
are not ashamed of their religion are surely
ready for the Gospel, and waiting to receive
my message. ‘“Oh, that I could but speak
and understand these tongues.”” It would be
the misfortune of his life to be able to speak
to these people on landing, without first hav-
ing become acquainted with the people them-
selves, and learned how they think, and
know in some measure how to speak to
them.

What he would most generally say would
be as foreign to them as their language and
customs are to him, and he would most like-
ly estrange them rather than draw them to
him. Besides, his rash judgment of their
religiousness would require defining to en-
able one well acquainted with the people to
know what he meant. The people are not
walting on the shore with extended arms to
clasp the Gospel message and welcome the
messengers.---Pres. Col, Journal.
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Doung People’s Hocieties.

THE ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE’'S “PLAN
OF 8TUDY.”

Conducted by Rev, R, D, Fraser, Convener.

The DMonthly Topics of the Plan of Study
for 1898 bear the general title, ‘‘Some Books,
Fields, and Men,”” and are 80 arranged as to
be adapted to the various sorts of Young
People’s Societies, They are set down for
the second weekly meeting of each month,
and the Topic is treated in the Record of
the month preceding, in order that Societies
may have the materials for the meeting on
hand well in advance.

Attention is drawn to the fact that a spe-
clally prepared Topic Card for Presbyterian
Y.P.8.C.E. 8. is published by the ‘‘Record”
at 60 cents per 100, Less than fifty, one
cent each. It is issued by arrangement with
the Assembly’s Committes and embraces the
«“Uniform® Topics, the Monthly Topics of
the Plan of Study, and the Questions on the
Shorter Catechism, for each meeting
throughout the year.

A Booklet containing the same matter,
and, in addition, Daily Readings for the
whole year, is also ready, at $1.00 per 100.
Less than fifty, one and a half cents each.
Orders for the Topic Cards or Booklets
gshould be sent to Rev. L. Scott, Y.M.C.A.
Buildlng, Moutreal.

Topic for the week beginning May 8th.

LITERATURE.

The Scots Worthies, Howile, $1.25. The
Scottish Covenanters, Dr. James Taylor,
§0c. Heroes and Heroines of the Scottish
Covenanters, Dryerre, 45c. Crockett’s Men
of the Moss Hags.

In any good encyclopedia will be found an
outline of the events of the Covenanting pe-
rlod.

POINTS FOR THE PROGRAMME.

“For conscience sake’’---A paper on this
Topic illustrated from Scripture and from
general history.

The Covenanting struggle.

The Principles at stake.

Some of the memorable places and events.
~The Heroes of the Covenant.
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The Heroines of the Couvenant.
What our time owes to the Covenanters.

A FAIR ESTIMATE,

Professor W, G. Blaikie, of Edinburgh,
gives, in the Schaff-Herzog Encyclopaedia,
this careful and admirably fair statement of
the place and achlevements of the Covenant-
ers:

““Very different estimates have been form-
ed of the Covenanters, according to the eo-
cleagiagtical and religious proclivities of
their judges. By highchurchmen they have
been denounced as coarse, fanatical, intoler-
ant, cruel and unscrupulous; by high Pres-
byterians they have been extolled as men of
the highest godliness, champions of liber-
ty, holy martyrs and confessors, the saviors
of their country. It is very certain that
between 1580 and 1688 the friends and up-
holders of the Covenants embraced uear.l.y
all of the most learned, devout, and earnest
ministers of the church, and many laymen
in high position. The real lovers of the
Gospel were Covenanters, and the revivals of
earnest-religion were associated with them,
The rugged character of the times, the gen.
eral lack of a tolerant spirit, and the ab-
gsence of suitable leaders, may have led to
excesses, and caused some degeneracy in the
movement in its later stages. But the stand
for freedom, civil and religious, mude by the
Covenanters, was of the noblest character,
and conferred incalculable benefit on both
church and state. Had they been crushed,
ecclesiastical liberty would have almost per-

ished within the reformed churches of EBu-
rope.”’

THE COVENANTERS,
By Rev. Prof. Ballantyne,

The word ‘‘Ccvenanters’ is applied to a
party in Scotland that arose in the Refor-
mation movement of the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries and extended itself
to include practically the entire pation. The
vears betweer the Restoration of 1660 and
the Revolution of 1688 are generally spoken
of as the Covenanting times.

But we may not forcibly sever this sec-
tion of history from the much lobger one
to which it stands in vital relation and
from which it derives much of its meaning.
The times and people that bear the honored
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name received it from certain documents,
called Covenants. Of these, two are given
precedence over all others: the National
Covenant of 1638 and the Solemn League and
Covenant of 1643. It was the former that
brought the name into currency, although
the Scottish Reformation from its earliest
periocd had assumed the Covenanting form
and similarly had crowned the various sta-
ges of its progress.

No attempt can be made here to trace
fully the course of events by which Scot-
land became Protestant, inviting though
such a field of enquiry be, important also
in its bearing upon the topic before us. It
must suffice to say that under the Ileader-
ghip of John Knox, and in spite of the
Catholic Queen Mary, who trusted to her
personal charms to detach the Protestant
nobility from their faith and win her people
for Rome, Scotland accepted the principles
of the Reformation. When the infant James
VI became king in 1667, the nation was Pro-
testant de facto, as for some years it had
been de jure.

The essential principles of the Reformaiion
were not again seriously endangered, but the
church was not on that account permitted
to enjoy peace. A new controversy arose as
to the form of church government, and the
long drawn conflict between Presbytery and
Prelacy began, the story of which opens up
to us the meaning of the Covenanting move-
ment and reveals much of the secret of Scot-
land’s greatness.

The Reformers had early felt the necessi-
ty of a definite system of Church govern-
ment and the one adopted was esgentially
Presbyterian, though it failed to include
some of the features than now distinguish
Presbyterianism., Many who now favored
Prelacy did so doubtless from honest but
short-sighted motives, thinking that the re-
storation of the bishops to their ancient po-
sition in the Churoh aud Parliament would
be a bulwark against state tyranny. And
even John Knox, in his anxiety to obtain
possession of ecclesiastical revenues, took
no strong stand against Episcopacy. He
preferred Presbyterianism, but he held that
Episcopacy, though not the purest nor the
best, was lawful. After the death of Knox
this tendency to Episcopacy was checked by
Andrew Melville, and Presbyterianism thor-
oughly established.

The Church had now to reckon with King
James, who, with the passing years, mani-
fested a growing dislike to Calvinism and
Pregbyterianism, while his overweening self-
conceit and confidence in his own superior
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ability, added emphasis to his objections.
The cardinal doctrines of his policy were,
the divine right of kings, and the divine
right of bishops. The two theories suppor-
ted each other. ‘‘No bishop, no king’ was
his famous maxim, When,therefore, the

‘crowns of England and Scotland were united:

in his person in 1603, it seemed to give the
needed opportunity of working out his poli-
cy and carrying into effect with the Scotch
the threat made to the Puritans, ‘“I’ll make
them conform, or I’ll harry thein out of the
land.”” He in fact succeeded so far that
Presbyterianisin  was overturned and Epis-
copacy established in Scotland by law. The
people apparently accepted the innovation
without any violent show of opposition, and
for the next thirty years Scotland had bis-
hops. .

It was reserved for Charles I, the son and
successor of James, to carry forward to ex-
treme measures the policy of securing uni.
formity. In many ways Charles was a better
man than his father. There was about him
a dignity, a decency of manners, a general
culture that the father sadly lacked. The
great defect of his character was faithless-
ness; he made promises lavishly, but he ne-
ver felt himself bound to keep them.

In his attitude to Presbyterianism he in-
herited the policy of his father, only with
greater intensity. William Laud, Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, was entrusted with
the direction of ecclesiastical affairs, a man
of narrow and extreme views, naturally rash
and Irritable, quick to take offence and slow
to sympathize with others, whose abiding
purpose was to draw the Church of Eng-
land farther away from the Protestant
churches of the continent and nearer Rome,

Believing that men would become religious
by acting religiously, he sought above sll to
improve and elaborate the forms of public
worship. Looking across the border at the
Scottish people, he was at one with his
master in the desire to have worship uni-
form in both kingdoms. He accompanied
Charles on a visit to Scotland; the baldness
of their service seems to have specially im-
pressed him, and he at once resolved to pro-
vide for the benighted Scotch a better ser-
vice book,

It must not be suprosed that the Scotch
were without a service book. The liturgy
prepared by John Knox for the use of his
congregation at Frankfurt was the authoriz-
ed form of service up to this time. Reasons
for the adoption of & liturgy which do not
now exist were sufficient in early Reforma-
tion times, such as the ignorance of the
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ciergy. Probably at the date of whizh we
write the liturgy was falling into disuse,
and certainly prelacy, although established
for thirty years, was daily growing more
uppopular., At such an inopportuve time
did Charles and Laud determine to carry
their plans into effect.

Accordingly, in 1638, the Bouk of Common
Prayer, usually known as ‘‘Laud’s Liturgy,”
wzs gsent down. It came with a royal man-
date that every cungregation should immed-
fately adopt it. Perhaps the clerzgy might
have accepted the new book, but the people
with outspoken unanimity rejected it. It
was not fanaticism, as is sometimes charg-
ed, that prompted their rejection, They did
not object to the reading of prayers in it-
self, but they objected to this prayer book
because of its character---it was little better
than a Romish mass book---and they objec-
ted to the manner of its introducticn,

Its attempted use in the churches of Edin-
burgh gave the signal for the revolt of the
people. In St. Giles an immense congrega-
tion had assembled, for it was known that
the Dean of Edinburgh was to read the ser-
vice from the new book. He had no soomer
began to read than his voice was drowned
in a clamor amid which such epithets could
be heard as ‘‘fox,” “wolf,” ‘‘false Judas.”
Finally an old herb woman, pamed Jenny
Geddes, hearing the bishop direct the dean
to read the collect for the day, cried out,
“Villain, dost thou say mass at my lug?”’
and threw at the dean’s head the stool on
which she was sitting. General confusion
followed and the service was broken up.
This tumult proved to be the death blow of
Laud’s liturgy; the whole nation juined in
the outcry and the use of the book had to
be suspeunded.

But Charles knew not as yet the temper
of the people and refused to yield. Dlen
felt that a crisis had come and that the
only safety of the nation lay in a union that
should be cemented by religion as well as by
loyalty. They turned to the Covenants that
had hitherto marked the progress of the Re.
formation. On the first of March; 1638, in
the Church of Greyfriars, Bdinburgh, the
National Covenant of Scotland was spread
out, All ranks crowded forward to sign it.
The enthusiasm rose high; it was taken from
the church to the graveyard and laid upon a
flat stone, Many were in tears, Some wrote
after their names ‘‘till death,” and otbers
signed in their own blood. Copies of the
document were made and carried throughout
Bcotland, and practically the entire nation
soed 8,
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The most vital part of this Covenant was
that in which they declared by the name of
God that they would continue in the profes-
siun of their religion and defend it against
all errors and corruptions, that they would
stand by His Majesty in support of the lj-
berties, laws aund religion of the kingdom,
and that they would support one another
against their enemies. From this date the
name ‘“‘Covenanters’’ is known in Scottish
history.

Events now marched with rapid stride, At
first the Covenanters merely objected to the
use of Laud’s liturgy, but scon they began
to contemplate the overthrow of the whole
Episcopal system. The General Assembly
that met in the same year deposed the bish-
ops and restored Prepbyterianism. When
Alexander Henderson, the Moderator, was
about to leave the chair, he said, “We have
thrown down the walle of Jericho; let him
that rebuildeth beware of the curse of Hiel
the Bethelite,”

The overthrow was complete, but the Co-
venanters were forced to take another step,
for Charles was determined to coerce them
into submission, and had raised an army for
that purpose. The Covenanters not only met
force with force, but marched into Eangland
and routed the English. Then followed the
meeting of the Long Parliament, the civil
war and the success of the royalist troops.

At last when the Parliamentary cause
seemed desperate Pym decided to appeal to
Scotland. The Scotch had now commenced
to dream of a Presbyterian England, and
when a delegate from England appeared be-
fore the General Assewmbly, tdhie only union
they would hear of was religious. Accord-
ingly, the Solemn League and Covenant was
drawn up and assented to by the two na-
tions in 1643. Thus England, by act of Par-
Hament, became Presbyterian, but soon other
causes were at work to make such legal en-
actments worthless.

When the Restoration took place in 1660
Scotland had again to struggle for its Pres-
byterian form of church government. For
a quarter of a century this last phase of
the bitter conflict continued. The new king,
aided by a subservient Parliament, had bish-
ops once more appointed, and acts passed
that should compel uniformity.

To the demand that those ministers who
had been merely appointed by the congrega-
tion and presbytery should now seek and re-
ceive recognition from the patron and bish-
op, nearly four hundred replied by leaving
their charges and throwing themselves on:
the freewill offerings of the people. Many
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of them still remained within the bounds of
their parishes and preached, thuugh nut in
the churches. So large were the crowds
that resurted to these meetings, called con-
venticles, that they were made illegal. Nor
was this all, Troopers were sent to enforce
the law and to compel attendance upon the
regular services, Ministers who had been
thrust upon the people were in the habit of
calling a roll of the congregation and hand-
ing a list of the absentees to the officer of
the district. Fines were imposed for non-
attendance, and soldiers quartered on the
people until the fines were paid. Yet they
did not rebel,

Still harsher measures followed. It be-
came a penal offence for one of these minis-
ters to preach anywhere. But even the cru-
elties of scourging to which they were sub-
jected could not prevent the people from
meeting to hear the Gospel preached by the
beloved pastor of their choice, Conventicles
grew in number and in size, and the wise
must have seen that sooner or later the pa-
tience of the people would be exhausted.

The first outbreak, however, was quite un-
premeditated. The two parties came to
blows in an attempt to rescue an old man
who was being illtreated by some soldie-s,
and at once the country around was in a
blaze of excitement. It was an undisciplin-
ed multitude who rushed to the defence of
the Covenanting cause, and they were no
match againgt the forces of the king,

Many suffered legal murder for this out-
break, among them being the young preach-
er, Hugh McKail, whose herolc bearing and
words on the scaffold sent a thrill through-
out Scotland, *Farewell, father and mo-
ther, friends and relations,” he said; ‘‘fare-
well, the world and all delights; farewell,
meat and drink; farewell, sun moon and
stars; welcome God and Father; welcome
sweet Jesus Christ, the Mediator of the new
Covenant; welcome, blessed Spirit of grace,
the God of all consolation; welcome glory;
welcome eternal life; and welcome death.”
In the library of Knox College there is an
interesting memorial of this martyr in a
copy of the Confession of Faith beautifully
written with his own hand,

The effect of this unsuccessaful rising was
to increase the severity of the persecutiom.
The people often met in the flelds, while
sentinels were posted on the hills to warn
them of the approach of the soldiers. The
instrument now wused for thiy iniquitous
work was 3Jraham of Claverhouse, ‘‘Bloody
Claverse.” His buslness was outlined in one
of the cruellest laws ever passed, a law that
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decreed confiscation of goods and death to
any one who should preach at a fleld con-
veuticdle, a reward of 500 marks to him who
should seize a preacher, and & ruinous fine
to any one whu should attend such a meet-
ing. Much farther the law could scarcely
go. It is not possible to describe the suf-
ferings and barbarities that men and women
endured rather than give pp their religion.
There is, however, in all this black record an
unvarying testimony borne to the sustaining
power of a simple faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ,

At Drumclog Claverhouse met with the
first open resistance. A company of Coven-
anters, surprised on the Sabbath morning as
they were enzaged in their simple services,
hurriedly resolved to fight rather than flee,
and before their determined resistance, the
troopers had to retire, leaving thirty of
their number dead. But their success on
the fleld of battle was only temporary; by
gross mismanagement they were defeated at
Bothwell Bridge. Driven into Edinburgh, the
prisoners, too many for any jail to receive
them, were herded like cattie in the church-
yard of Greyfriars, Some died there, others
were tsken out and hanged, and some 250
perished at sea as they were being trans-
ported to the Barbadces., Such was the
treatment meted out to those whose only
crime was that they chose the Presbyterian
form of church government rather than the
Episcopalian., Relief came from the oppres-
sion only with the landing of William of Or-
ange.

No view of the Covenanting movement can
be complete without some reference to its
spiritual outcome. Its documents ever dig-
play impassioned devotion to Christ and His
Gospel, And when we turn from documents
to lives it would be easy to bring abundant
testimony of Christian character, the no-
blest and most beautiful, of a faith in and
a love for Christ that carried these people to
a sublime height of daring and enduring,
the glory of which the caricatures even of
Sir Walter Scott cannot destroy.

This was indeed a movement of genuine
spiritual revival, the forces of which have
not yet spent themselves, but are still tell-
ing on the religious life of Scotland, and of
lands wherever the infuence of Scotchmen
is felt, The religion of thcse days was ne
fitful spasmodic thing, thriving in the ex-
citement of conventicles, and expressing it-
self in Incoherent rhapsodies. It was above
all practical, concerning itself in all that
is lovely, and pure, and of good report. It
was a religion worthy of the times and of
the nation.
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