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REMARKS ON MICAH vi 8.  require of thee, but to,do jostly, and to
4 He hath shewed thee, O man, what is love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy

good : and what dotk the Lord require God”.

of thee, but to do justly, and to lovemer- A more satisfactory view of the con-

¢y, and to walk humbly with thy God”? nexion may be obtained by attending to

Speaking in the name of the Lovd, the the beginning of the chapter. The pro-

prophet says at the fifth verse, * O my phet there announces the commission he
peop'e, remember now what Balak king had received to make known God’s con-
of Moab consnited, and what Balaam the troversy with his people for the ingrati-
wn of Beor answercd him from Shittim tude with which they had requited hig
and Gilgal ; that ye may know the right- manifold acts of kindress to them. In
eousness of the Lord”. On the ground pleading this controversy, the Lord, at
of this reference, some have been inclin- the third verse, challenges his people to
ed to view the sixth and seventh verses show any cause which he had given them
as questions which Balak proposed to Ba- for their estrangement from Him. “ O
law in bis consultation, and the words my people; what have I done unto thee 2
uf the eighth verse as the answer which and wherein have I wearied thee ? testi-
Balaam returned. Theking of Meab is fv against me™ In order that they might
thus to be considered as desiring toknow understand God’s righteousness in tlis
how he might find acceptance with the controversy, they are reminded of the
God of Israel, and Balaam as setting be- way in which He bad delivered them
fore him in all faitbfulness the require- from Egypt; conducted them through the
" ‘ments of God’slaw. Thisisa view, how- wilderness under the guidance of Moses,
ever, which will not bear a close exami- Aaron, and Miriam ; how he had defeat-
nstion. The narrative in the twenty-se- ed the wicked machinations of Balak
cond chaprer of the book of Numbers when, at the suggestion of Balaam, he en-
shows that Balak’s solicitade was not a- deavoured to draw them into sin so that
bout acceptance with God, but as to how God might cast them off and destroy
de might bring a curse upon lsrael. The them; and how He had brought them
twoaty-third and twenty-fourth chapters from Shittim, where these snaves were
contain the remarkable blessings which spread for them, to the promised lind,
Balmm was constrained by God publicly even to Gilgal, where (Josh. v. §) the
fopronounce upon that people whom Ba: reproach of Egypt was rolled awdy from
k was desirous to destroy: and as to them. This statement of the Lord’s cbni-
acy private advice, the statement in Re- troversy is not without effeet The peo-
selation ii. 14, abouat “ the doctrine of ple are awakened to a scnde f théir sin,
alaam, wha taught Balac to castastum- they have some apprelersion of their
bling block before the children of Israel, danger, and, under deep convictions,they
o eat tbings sacrificed unto idols, and to cry out * Wherewith shall I come befors
muit fornication”, forbids us tosuppose the Lord, and bow myselfbefore the high
2tin connzkion with such counsel wg?ch (God ? shall T come before him with burnt-
but too faithfully followed out, he offerings, with calves of a year old ?—
ald have said, © and what doth the Lord Will the Lord be pleased with thousands
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of ras, or with ten thousauds of rivers
of oil ? shall I give my first-born for my
transgression, the fruit of my body for
the sin of my soul” ?

Some may be inclined to think that this
language i3 altogether incongruous with
the character of the people to whom, ac-
cording to this view, it is ascribed. How-
ever aflectingly it may declare the alarm
of a soul which is awakened to an appre-
hension of the divine wrath, is it not al-
togother out of place,when it is represent-
ed as uttered by a descendant of Jacob ?
Would such a one ask, * shall I give my
first born for my transgression, the fruit
of my body for the sin of my soul” ? The
language undoubtedly is inconsistent with
the character of onc who is an Israclite
indeed. We must, however, remember
that Micah prophesied in the degenerate
times of  that Ahaz”, king of Judah, who
(2 Chron. xxviii. 8, 4,) ®burnt incense
in the valley of the son of Hinnom, and
burnt his children in the fire, after the
abominations of the heathen, whom the
Lord had cast out before the children of
Israel. He sacrificed also and burnt in-
canse in the high places, and on the hills
and under every green tree”. At this
time, Israel and } udah seemed to vie with
each other in the daring character of
their tebollion against God. The Lord
indeed testified against them by his pro-
phets : ¥ Notwithstanding they would not
hear, but hardened their necks, like to
the neck of their fathers, that did not be-
lieve in the Lord their God. And they
rejected his statutes, and his covenant
that he made with their fathers, and his
testimonies which he testified against
them ; and they foilowed vanity, and be-
came vain, and went after the heathen
that were round about them, concerning
whom the Lord had charged them, that
they should not do like them”. Even
were there nothing among ourselves to
show how soon people can ‘become dege-
nerate, and how grossly ignorant of God’s
word those may be whohave been brought
up by parents who, although once in re-
gular attendance on rehigious ordinances,
have throwa off the fear of the Lord, we
can have no difliculty in conceiving, from
the account which the Scriptures give of
the kingdoms of Israel and Judah at this
time, that the great ..ass of the people
must have sunk both into heathenish ig-
norance and into heathenish superstition.
At length, howaver, the sixteen years of
the reign of Ahaz arc brought to a close;
and hisson Hezekinh occupies the throne
uf the kingdom of Judah. The reproofs
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of the prophets appec. 1.. . 1o 1uuac some
impression. The Lord’s controversy is
heard. There is an awakening among
the people They turn from their dumb
idols, and, in decp distress of soul, in-

uire * Wherewith shall 1come before
the Lord, and bow myself before the
high God ?”

The prophet, in his answer, addresses
them asmen who, whatever might be
their ignorance now, had been favoured
with information on the subject of their
inquiry : ¢ He hath shewed thee, Q man,
what is good : and what doth the Lord
require of thee, but to do justly, to love
mercy, and to walk-humbly with thy
God ?” According toa very common
view of this passage, the first clause is
considered as merely stating that the in-
formation suited to the necessities of the
inquirer had been already given ; while
the remainder of the verse repeats the
information in so many words:—* God
has shewed you what is good, and it is
this, do justly, love mercy, walk humbly
with God.”  Perhaps some may have
thought that this view of the passage is
sanctioned by the answer of our Saviour
to the young man who came to him say-
ing (Matth. xix. 16), * Good Master,
what good thing shall I do, that I may
have eternal life 2"— If thou wilt enter
into life, keep the eommandments.” The
cases, however, are widely different —
The young man was full of bis own right-
cousness. He conceived that he could
ocasily secure atitlo to heaven; andit
was good for him to know that what the
law requires is uniform, persevering, un-
sinning obedience—an obedience which
is the expression of that devoted affection
to God which will neither grudge mor
spave any sacrifice that his service re-
quires. The inquirer here, however, is
one who feels himself tobe a sinner, who
acknowledges his guilt, and who desires
to know with what atoning sacrifice he
may appear before God. Tsit fitted to
reliove the distresses of such a soul to
urge him with the demands of the divine
law ? to rewrind him that it requires him
to do justly, tc love mercy, and
to walk humbly with God ? It is
because he knows he has broken the law
that requires this that he is so alarmed,
and feels so anxious fo know by what sa-
crifice, notwithstanding, the Lord may be
pleased. Is it simply a re-exhibition of
thelaw that is good—not for the self-right-
eous Pharisce, who neceds yet to be ton-
vinced that he is a sinner—but for the
deeply convinced sinmer, who is with all
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earnestuesa inguiving, What must I do to
be saved ? Is that the answer whichGod's
word returns to such a question ? Was
it an answersuchas thatwhich madeDavid
sing of the blessedness ot the man whose
trahsgresion is forgiven, whose sin is co-
vered? Was it with an answer such as
that that the apostle Paul spoke peace to
the jailor at Philippi, when he said to him
any Silas,  Sirs, what must Ido to be
mved 7' Assuredly not.  The good that
was showed to the jailor, was the Saviour
who hath “ suffered for sins, the just for
the unjust, that he might bring usto
God” “The good in which Davil was
made to rejoice, was the grace of him who
could wash him throughly from his ini-
quities and cleanse him from his sin. It
was this good that was made known to
fallen Adam, when he heard of the seed
of the woman that was to bruise tke head
of the serpent. This was the good on
~vhich Abrabam’s goul reposed, as he be-
lieved on him who justifieth the ungodly.
The whole system of the ceremonial law
was a shadow of that good, the body of
which is Christ. Of him, this very pro-

T

may have foolishly tuought, does the
gospel relieve him from its authority, It
sets before him indeed & way of accept-
ance before God, through the righteous-
ness of that Savidur who has both obey-
ed the precept and endured the penalty,
haviug become “ obediant unto death,
even the death of the cross;” but it is
not in ovder thal, being thusaceopted, he
may with impunity continue in the viola-
tion cf this law. On the contrary, the
salvation which it reveals is a boly salva-
tion—it is a salvation from sin. Christ
“gave himself for us, that he might re-
deem us from all iniquty, and purify
unto himself’ a peculiar people, zealous
of good works.” The faith that unites
the sinner to the Saviour is a faith that
})uriﬁes the heart, and works by love —
The Jove of God shed abroad in the
heart inclines to the duties of new obedi-
ence. 'The grace of' God commuincated
ta the soul strengthens for this obedience.
The light of the gospel, in all its dispen-
sations, enforces every duty by the con-
straining argument “ Ye are bought with
a price, therefore glorify God in your

phet had spoken in the second verse of body, and in your spirit, which are

the preceding chapter,when be said, “But
thou,Bethlebem Ephratah,though thou be
little among the thousands of Judab, yet
out of thee shallhe come forth unto me that
is to be Ruler in Israel ; whose goings
forth have heen from of old, from ever-
lasting” The words of this first clause;
thérefore, are  complete and appropri-
ate answer to the preceding questions.—
‘They point to the Saviour. At the same
time, they do so in such a way ag isfitted
1o rebuke these backsliders for their ig-
norance with respect to that which had
been so {requently set before them § and
to send them back to those ordinances
which they could nat neglect withouten-
tdaugering their own souls.

aving thus directed them to the Sa-
viour, the prophey still farther reminds
them of the return which God expects
for so great a benelit: and now * what
doth the Lord require of thee, but to do
justly, to love merey, and to walk hum-
bly with thy God ?” ¢« 'Che law is holy,
and the commandment holy, and just,
and goot.” By the very terms of his
being, as a moral creature, man is, and
must ¢ver be, under the authority of this
law, as 4 rule of duty. Having trans-
gressed it, ‘and incurred its condemna-
tion, he cannot now obtain a title to life
by bis own obedience toit. His failure
n this has not ‘in_the slightest degree
abatéd’its claim. Nor, whatever some

God’s” Thisis the argument with which-
God introduces the republication of the -
moral law to hischosen people at Mount
Sinai; 1 am the Lord thy Gad, which
have brought thec out of the land of
Eaypt, out of the house of bondage.”—
Thig is the argument the constraining
power of which had reached Dawid’s-
heart, when he exclaimed, (Ps. exvi. 12~
14), “What shall I render unto ths
Lord for all his benefits toward me? 1
will take the cup of salvaiion, and c-il
upon the name of the Lovd. I will pay
my vows unto the Lord now in the pre-
sence of all his people.” This was the
argument to which our Saviour referred,
when he said, “If ve love me heep my
commandments.”” This was the arau-
ment with which the apostle Paul entor-
ced every duty, when he said, (Rom. xii.
1), “ I beseech you therefore, brethren,
by the mercies of God, that ye present
your bodics a living sacrifice, holy, ac-
ceptable unto God, which is your reason-
able service.” Thisis the aroument, the
power of which the whole body of the re-
deemed acknowledge, when with the be=
loved disciple they exclaim ¢ Unto him
that loved us, and washed us from our
sins in his own bload, and hath made us
kings and priests unto God and his Fa-
ther; to him be glory and dominien for
ever avd ever, Amen.” .
How precious then is the light of ths
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ospel—the grace of the Saviour! and

ow unspeakable is the follv of those
who, in this their -1ay, will not attend to
the things that belong to their peace!—
Ye multitudes who still say, “ Who will
show usany good ? be persuaded of this,
the Lord hath showed us what is #ood.—
His invitation is, * Ho, every one that
thirsteth, come yo to the waters, and he
that hath no money : come ye, buy, and
cat; yea, come, buy wine and milk with-
out money, and without price. Yhere-
fore do ye spend money for that which is
not bread? and your labowr for that
which satistieth not? Iearken diligent-
ly unto me, and eat ye that which is
good, and let your soul delight itself in
fatness” (od hath appointed a day in
which he will judge the world in righte-
ousness. Is it not then of fivst impor-
tance to know wherewith you may come
before him ? and to be prepared to meet
your God ? How much soever you may
be now satisficd with yourselves, yout
righteousnesses are but as filthy rags be-
fore hita with whom you have to do. In
the Lord alone we can have rightcous-
ness and strength. God hath set forth
Jesus Christ ¢ to be a propitiation
through faith in his blood.” It is in this
Saviour that he declares his righteous-
ness; * that he might be just, and the
Justiier of him which believeth in Jesus.”
Look unto him, then, and be ye saved,
all the ends of the earth. * Behold, now
is the acepted time; behold, now is the
day of'salvation.”

Have you found peace through this
Savionr ?  Then, remember what nan-
ner of persons ye ought to be in all holy
conversation and godliness. “1f any
man be in Christ, lie is a new creature :
old things are passed away ; behold, all
thing: are become uew.”  While others
are vainly looking for life through a fan-
cied obedience to that law to which their
carnal minds are not subject, neither in-
deed can be ; let it be your part to show
that obedience from the heart which is
the froit—the proper acting of that life
which you have already found in Christ
desus.  Let the justice, the integrity, by
which your whole dealings are character-
ized : letthe merey, the self-denying and
self-sacrificing kindness which you exer-
cise towards your brethren; let your
humble walk before God, as feeling that
it je by grace that ycu are saved—let
these show what you have learned from
vour intercourse with him who came to
seek and to save that which-waslost. In
the devotedness of your heart to him

who hath loosed your oonus, let the
world sec how truly willing Christ’s peo-
le are in the day of his power, how de-
ightful they find his service to be, how
blissful it is to worship God in the beau.
ty of holiness ¢ Herein is my Father
glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so
shall ye be 1y disciples.”

0
QUALIFICATIONS OF OFFICE-
BEARERS FOR MANAGING
THLE TEMPORALITIES OF

THE CHURCH.

It has been shown in our last number
that Ministers and Ruling Elders, ac-
cording to Scripture and the constitution
of our church, have animportant duty to
discharge in the management of the ec-
clesiastical temporalivies ; and that they
have Deacons associated with them as as-
sistants, lest they should be thereby ab-
stracted too much from the proper spiri-
tualities of their office. In diretting at-
tention, however, to the qualifications
needed for the due discharge of the du-
ties now under consideration, we have no
oceasion to inquire into the qualifications
that may be requisite either, in the case
of Ministers, for labouring in word and
doctrine, or, in the case of both Ministers
and Elders, for simply ruling in the house
of God. Our concern is with that single
department of duty in which Deacons, as
Deacons, are appointed to assist them;
aud the requisite qualifications therefore
will be best learned from attending to
what is stated with respect to these who
are arpointqd solely for the management
of “ ting business”.

We confine our attention to two passa-
ges of scripture on this subject. When
instituting the oflice of the Deacon, the
Apostles say, (Acts vi. 3), * Wherefore,
brethren, look ye out among you seven
men of honest report, full of the Holy
Ghost and wisdom, whom we may ap-
point over this business”. In giving in-
structions to Timothy for his guidance in
arranging the affairs of the church at E-
phesus, the Apostie Paul, afterstating the
qualifications of a bishop or Presbyter,
says, (1 Tim. iii. 8.) « Likewiso must the
deacons be grave, not doubled tongued,
not given to much wine, not greedy of fil-
thy lucre; holding the mystery of the
faith in a pure conscience. And let these
also first be proved; then let them use
the office of a deacon, being found blanie-
less. Even so must their wives be grave,
not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things.
Lt the deacons be the husbands of one
wife, ruling their children and theirowd
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houses well  Tor they that have used the
office of a deacon well purchase to them-
aelves a good degree, and great boldness
in the faith which is in Christ Jesus”.

11 will casily be seen thar, upon tho
authority of thess passage, wo aro war-
ranted in saying that Deacans onght to be

1st. Men of established moral charac-
ter—* of honest report”—* blameless”.—
‘There are special lemptations connected
with the management of pecuniary af-
fairs, and they to whom this is entrusted
wust have the confidence of those for
whom they act. It is not enough that
they be free from actual charge, they
ought to be of tricd and acknowledged
integrity. There are persons of plausi.
ble manners, who can make smooth
speeches merely to beguile the simple;
but these men of * double tongue”, who
under pretence of zeal for the church
might only avail themselves of their offi-
cial standing to gratify their « greed of
filthy lucre”, or their love of pre-emi-
uence, must be rejected  Being * given
to much wine” is in itselfan immorality,
at the same time, also, it tends to impair
all confidence even in the minds of men
who might be little affected by the cir-
cumstance that it is immoral Nor is per-
sonal character alone to be considered
here. An individual may be i hiwseltf
unobjectionable, and ye! may be con-
nected with a family of such a character
as would render it altogether inexpedi-
ent that he should be placed in an office
suth as this. If his wife or his children
are of irrexular disreputable habits, that
circumstance alone migh: expose the af-
fuirs of the church in his hands io mis-
wanagement, and might make the cha-
racter of the church a theme for the song
of the drunkard.

2d. Men of intelligence and good bu-
siness habits—¢ full of wisdom.” In ar-
der that they may be qualified for con-
ducting the details of the business en-
trusted to them, they require to be per-
sons of 2 geod sound, judginent, possessed
of some knowledge of human character,
and practised in some degree in the ma-
nagement of worldly affaws. It is not
meant that this should be the result of a
very lengthened experience. That would
imply advanced years; whereas they
seem to have been generally young men
who were appointed to this office, and
who in the faithful discharge of its duties
prepared themselves for a higher office
—that “=ood degree” of which the A-
postle Paul writes to Timothy. There
aught, however, to be evidence of that

8%

good sonse, aud readinessin the manage-
wment of buginess that may warrant the
expectation that justice will be done to
the interests committed to them.

3rd. Sound in the faith— holding the
mystery of the faith in a pure consei-
enco.” The admission of unsound dac-
trine into the chureh is fraught with dan-
ger. Itis quite true, that private indivi-
duals may without inconsistency hold a
standiug within the pale of the church
aud partake of her ordinances, although
they have not yet seen their way to an
acceptance of all the doctrines which she
is engaged to teach, and may bold somo
views which she condemns as erroneous.
Notwithstanding this defect of light, and
this amouunt of error, there may still bo
that protession of faith and that walk anid
conversation which may justity their be-
ing regarded, in the judgment of charity,
as the tollowers of Christ; while at the
sawme time the position which they thus
cecupy expresses their willingness to be
mstructed by the chinreh, and to submit
to her government and discipline. Some.
thing mare than this, hewever, is neces-
sary in the case of office-bearers; and
accordingly, although Deacons are not
appointed to preach the word, yet as
parties who occupy an influential position
m the chrreh, and who are entrusted
with the management of an iwporiant
branel of bev affairs, they ought to give
evidence of their decided attachment to
her principles. Witk us, this attachment
is indicated by a subscription of the Con-
fession of I'aith, and a declaration of ad-
herence to the system of church govern-
mert and Worship set forth in her other
subordinate standards, as being founded
on the word of God and agreecable there-
to. There ought to be such an acquain-
tance with these principles, and such a
conviction of their trath, as that the in-
dividual may give these assurances with
a “ pure conscience”’ .

4th « Full of the Holy Ghost™. It is
not enongh that there should be an ad-
herence to these Erinciples as being in-
tellectually apprehended to be true.—
They should have a lodgement in the
heart, through the work ot the Holy Spi-
rit. ‘The persons appainted to the dis-
charge of these duties ought to be, in as
far as men can judge, the subjects of vi-
tal religion. Withant this there may e
fitful movements—alacrity, perhaps, in
tho discharge of some duties, so.long as
there may be a popular feeling "in” their

favour—while some persanal distinction: .

is to be obtained, or some selfish:end tg
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be reached. Itis where genuine piely
reigus, and in such cases alone, that we
have reason to expect that there will be
no wearying in well-doing ; but, on the
contrary, & steady perseverance in duty
which requires much patience, self-deni-
al, and sacrifice; which must be prose-
cuted in the face of discouragements from
the world, nctwithstanding the ingrati-
tude of thoss in whose bebalf the effort
may be made, and with little cven of
the sympathy of those from whose princi.
ples botter things might have been ex.
pected. It is the love of the Saviour that
can sustain the mind in these and still
more trying circumstances, and animate
his fainting disciple by the recollection
that it is g0 him that the service is to be
performed, and that he does not overlook
nor despise the humblest work of faith or
labour of love.

Let persons possessed of qualifications
such a3 these be sougnt out in our con-
grenations, where they are not already’
employed. We bave no doubt that they
may be found; and we trust that, not-
withsianding the lowly opinion which
they may entertain of themselyes, they
will not refuse to answer the call of the
church.

. ———)

Having been associated for a winter
with the late Professor Fssor in his Col-
lege labours at Toronto, we cordially con-
cur in the following tribute to his memo-
ry. Want of space prevents us from ex-
tending the extract so as to embrace the
satement by Dr. Burns also.

* (From the Canada Record )
DEATH OF THE REV. PROFES-
. SOR ESSON. - - - -

We little thought, when, in our last
issne, we: announced the death of Mr.
Burns, that i.. this number it was to be
our melancholy duty to make a similar

-autimation regarding one who was to e-

minently useful, and generally beloved,
as Protessor Jsson; yet, soitis. DMMr.
Fsson ceased from his labors, nd enter-
ed into rvest, en Wednesday, the 11ith
May, and his mortal remains. were con-
veyed to the Necropolis on the Saturday
tollowing, attended by a large number of
the-city Clergy and other friends.  The
body has since been removed to Mon-
treal, where he laboured for twenty-se-
ven yearsy as minister in St. Gabriel
Sircet Church.

We canunot give, just now, as full an
account of the life and labors of Profes-
sor. Edson as we could wish, but in the

I
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meantime subjoin the following testimo.
nies 10 his worth and devoted zeal, from
the Rev. Dr, Willis and Dr. Burny,—
‘These were parts ot discourses delivered,
with a reference to the sad event, in the
two churches in this city, on Sabbath,
the 15th ultimo. The Rev genilemen
who offer this tribuic to Professor Es-
son’s memory, were associated for seve-
ral years with him in lus energetic la-
bors in Knox’s College; and we are sure,
that what they say trom personal ac-
yuaintance, and a high appreciation of
lus excollent qualities, will be veadily
concurred in by all who had the privi-
lege of Leing admitted to share in his
friendship, or who had the honor of sit-
ting at his feet as he discharged his aca-
demical doties in the halls of learning.

Dr Willis closed bis discourse, from
Romaus v. 17, by saying—

“The latest event indeed was not so strik-
ingly sudden; though the end of & long ill-
ness in the case of our departed friend, Pro-
fessor Esson, came with somewhat of an
nnexpected rapidity, and so far we were ta-
ken, here also, by surprise. I had the satis-
faction to be present with the deceased at
the solemn moment when the spivit was ta-
king its departure, and joined with the near
and dear relatives in commending him to
the Saviour in whom he trusted. I had
again and again offered prayer with him
previously, not without the impression that
he was a dying man. e is gone! and the
cordial regret simultancously uttered by &
large circle of friends bears testimony to
the voud which his death is felt 10 have
made in the community. and to the high es-
teern which his dispositions and virtues had
secured for him in the hearts of his fellow-
ciuzens. Mr. Esson was o man whom it
was impossible to know and not to love;
for the noble simplicity and ingennousness
of his temper and maynners, umted with an
ardour of spirit which he carried into his
professional pursuits, rendering Ins congeni
al studies a source of constant enjoym.cnt to
himself, and enabling him to interest the
hearts as well as minds of students in com-
paratively abstract speculations ; but which
never kindled into more fervent enthusiasm,
than when his mind dwélt, in the course of
his private conversation, or public prelectis
ons, on the practical tendencies and pro-
spective issues of the labors of studiops men
and philanthropists, in accelerating the dif
{usion of univyrsal happiness, and ameliora
ting the condition, physiezl or moral, of the
hawman race.

* L havo seldom, if ever, known a man
more ingenuous; more :superior to what-
ever is mean or sordid in intention, or sivis-
ter and intriguing in mode of action;.or
with whom it was more manifest that views
of personal interest, ambition of power, and
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tove of popularity, were not the principles
that he}d sway with him in council or in
conduct, in public affuirs. Whether you
agreed with him in sentiment, or whether
you differed, you found in hm, in the one
case, & hearty and honest associate, or, n
the other, a liberal and magnanimous oppo-
pent. Mr. lisson wus lony engaged in the
ministry, in a church in Montreal.  Some
years ago, {nine now,) at the commence-
m.nt of Knox’s College, in this city, he
threw himself with all his ardour, into the
work assigned to him, in dirccting the stu-
dies of youths intending for the hely minis.
try, especially in the prelimmnary depart.
ment of their training.  And not more by
his intellectual than by his moral infiuence,
by his professional cxertions than by ns
traly paternal interest in those committed
to his charge, did he contribute to form the
minds of « considerable proportion of our
cundidates, and at:ach to himself the confi-
dence of one and all us to a familiar frien.
I have had the best opportumity of witness-
ing the earnestness with which he sought
to impress a reverence fer the Word of God
on his pupils, and to commend to them the
dictates of its divine wisdom, as the ulti-
mate rule and arbiter in all philesophic m-
vestigations. I believe he derived his chief-
st enjoyment in the study of man—his fa-
vourite study—from the opportunity it gave
him of admiring and comuending the Di-
vine Author of all his mental and moral a-
daptations. He lived m a region of Jofty
contemplation, in whiclh, as he retired with-
in himself, he not only might seem to with-
«lraw himself from the excitements of puss-
ing cvents,—having no heart for the tur-
moils of petty strife, and his talents not ly-
ing in the capecity for details in business—
‘but he might seem even in & degree unsoci-
al; not because I e was austere, but because
his mind was pronc to abstractton. But he
was far from being without the secial feel-
dng, any more than indificrent to public in-
terests. He loved his friends; he looked
forth frem his retirement with complaceney
and benevolence on all men; and when he
allowed himself tu relax in counversation,
young 2nd old alike listened delighted to
the overflowing of his affectionate heurt;
the utterances which indieated, withsut os-
tentation, the viekly furnished mind, trained
3 habits of observation, and sagacious re-
ficction. His habits of abstaction, there-
fore, had nothing -of the morose; and I
think it was because tus mind was possess-
el of the peace of the Gospel, and imbued
with the love of God, as well as provided
with the gtores of philosoplueal and histori-
cal lore, that he was so uniformly happy,
alone or with others, as the good man 1s
said to be+satisfied from himself?

“The latest hours of our departed friend
were in harmony with the habits of his life.
It was not simply the favour of God, bat
the likeness of God, that his soul aspired
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after; it was not merely the more selfish
question of safety that cxercised lus spurit--
though that is itself & preat and importnt
question: and he gave indications in lns ex
pressions of a contrite awl humble mind ,
conversant with godly sorrow ; he loved to
hear of the gracious covenant, and of the
everlasting righteousness of the Medintor
But, with o mind at rest in the faith of
Clirist, he dwelt in love as one dwelling in
God ; and, 1 believe, that in his view of hea-
ven itself, he Jooked not so much at the \dea
of heing free lrom all the ills of life, or pos-
sessed of self-gratifying joys, as at the end
to which salvaton itself is the weans, in a
closer communion with the Father of Spi-
rits, and a larger participation of & diviue
natare

 How mysterious is the divine Provi-
dence! But a short while ago, his name
was sclected as amonyg the likeliest candi-
dotes for a newly erected chair in our Uni-
versity., I can bear witness to the equani-
mity with which he received the notitication
and waited for the issue. 1t has pleased
God to assign to him a transkation of a dif-
ferent kind—but it is not withont satisfac-
tion thut his many friends can reflece thas
a long lite of cducational service did not
close without this testimony rendered, with
very general concurrent sufirages, to Mr.,
Lsson's learning and his merits us an in-
structor of youth.

“‘There 1s reason to think that the rapid
decay of his strength latterly, was the effect,
to « large extent. ot long-continned mental
application. Ungrudgingly these labouvs were
given, but they are of a kind (and it is not
always allowed for or understood) to weur
out the frame, independently of uny organs
discase seizing o the vitals. The futellee-
tunl anxieties which a keen imagination,
and a tender texture of the nervous system
produce, press formidably on bath the mind
and body. 'Theswordinay prove too sharp
for the scabbard ; and it 15 affecting to wit-
ness the prostration of the finest powers,
yielding, ngt without resistivice fivmn their
natural buoyancy, to the stern piogress of
the destroyer; overcome by the exhaustion
which was induced by their very great vie
gour and ectivity.

Traly all things arc full of labour; man
cannot utter it—the eye is oot satsfied with
sceing, nor the ear filled with hearing ~—
Knowledge itself vanisheth away ; yet noz
that knowledge which wrought love—chan-
ty never faileth  Though all flesh is grass,
and the goodliness of man is as the flower
of the field, the word of the Lord, in itsels’
and in its subjective effects in the soul, en-
dureth for ever. They who have kuown
and loved spiritually, shalt know and love
yet more and more. Death is not tho ex-
tinction of thought: it but enlarges the
sphere of vision; and at the fountain, far
more than at the streams, shall the happy
spirit quaft’ unceasiog draughts of intellgg,
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tual gratification, and find ever increasing
aliment for its ever enlarging desires. ‘I
shall behold thy face in rightcousness, and
be satistied, when 1 awake with thy like.
ness. The Lamb in the midst of the
Throne ehall feed them, and lead them
unto living fountuins of waters, and God
shall wipe away all tears from theiv eyes'”
0
{From the Missionary Ihcord of the [Free
Churéh of Scoltand.)
FOREIGKN MISSIONS.
MADRAS.

The following letter is from the Rev.
A. B. Campbell of Madras, and is dated
February 5, 1853. We most willingly
accompany Mr. Campbell in ws visit to
the temples of Conjeveram. We have
heard much of the idolatry of India—in
this letter We see a litile of it. It is well
that we in this land, who have lived all
our days amid Christian sanctuaries, and
never heard a praver offered or a song
sung but to the God of Heaven, should
be shewn the % arim deities” before which
our fellow-subjects in India bow down,
and the arts which idolatry there employs
to retain its hold over the minds of'its vo-
taries. In all countries, idolatry sur-
rounds itself’ with the same accessories,
and for the same end. In Italy, itis
sculpture and paiudng; in India, it is
stately architecture and barbaric magni-
ficence ' The power of heaven it cannot
wield, and thevefore 'it presses into its
service the powers of earth and of evil to
subdue the-mind. The gospel makes its
appeal to love. idolatry t0 fear. 'The one
engenders a spirit of liberty, the other of
bondage The awe, not of a purifying

or elevating kind, which the following -
. g K

scenc is fitted to excite, can well be un-
derstood :— ’ '

City of Temples—Imposing Architecture.

After a hard day’s exertion # the school-
room, we sallied out to visit the large tem-
ple of Conjeveram:” When we set our, the
brief but beautiful twilight of the East was
sheddibg it lagt beams _on tower and tree,
and by the time we reacherl the temple gates
darkness hdd fairly sertled down. We thus
sawthe whole,in circumstances which gaveus
a deep'impression of the power Whicl idola-
try had to awe uand soleninize the minds of
the hapless wersliippers, who flock in thou-
sards to that shrine.  Aswe dvew near, tem-
ple after temple met our vicw, dand ag it has
been said that in India there are more gods
than men, so we funcied that,” in Conjeve-
ram there were vearly as many small temn-
‘ples as humdn dwellings. * At Iast we en-
tered the street, or row of houses, at the
end of which the great temple stands.—
Xirst, we passed through a large muntapum,
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or resting-place for the god when it ;e
broughe forth in procession. This mwuuta.
pum stands right in the centro of the way,
and, with the god, glittering in gold and
gems, resting beneath its richly carved roof,
must produco a mighty impression on the
souls of the prostrate devotces.  The whols
is composed of granite, some of the pillars
being heswn from single enormous blocks ,
and the entire structure is covered with
rich carving, vepresenting flowers, and men,
and gods. After passing through another
of sinailer dimensions, you stand immediate-
ly before the gatewny of'the temple.  This
entrunce is composed of & lofty pyramidal
tower—perhaps one hundred and fifty feet
in )1cigﬁt—-which was covered by wrichly
sculptured figures. Lhis structure had cer-
tainly an air of oriental grandeur aud
strength; but as it stocd out in elear out-
line agninst the evening sky, it appeared to
be utterly destitute of trae grchitectural
taste. Having secured one of the temple
Pundarums for a gnide, and sccompanied
by a crowd of Brahmans, wo eatered the
courts of the temple.

Resemblance in Structure and Rites to Ancient
Jewish Temple.

Whatever theory the curious and learned
may construct out of these materials, the
fact is unquestionable, that there is a strik-
ing resemblauce between the arrangements
here and those of the ancient Jewish temple.
First we entered the outer court, then the
court of the people, und then the holy place,
raised considerably above asplendidly paved
outer court, within which, as if in awful
mockery of the ancient dwelling-place of
Jehovah, was the holy of holies. At the en-
trance of the holy place, we were suddeniy
stopped, and told we could go ro further—~
The opening was nearly as large as the first
gateway we had entered.  VWe had gotina
few yards, and stood on some steps which
led up to the raised court within. That
scene made an impression on myself, which
shall never be obliterated.  Almost all the
temple Brabhmans'had gathered round us—
pethiaps fifty fromtheir homes, and us many
from difterent parts of the temple. Night
had fairly closed over us and ounr guides;
the Pundarum lit up the strange scene by a
temple laivip, preeisely resembhing the cen-
ser in which the Jewish priest oftered up the
evening and morning incense. This gave
but a partialillumination, aud cast a flicker-
ing light over the sable countenances which,
tow on iow, appeared before us. Many,
tou, had climbed up the sides of' the doorway,
and thiere, resting on some fine scalpture,
looked down on us Wish eager cyes. Ano-
ther crowd also stood behind us, and there
we were, in these steange circumstances, sur-
rouhded by this strange and motely group of
Brahmanical auditors, Far within we saw
the lights in the holy of holies, and there, in
grim array, the idol stood. Here, then, em-
phatically, in the very centre of heathenism,
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and surrounded by lts most sacred symbols,
had we an opportunity ot preaching tho
gospel of the grace of God.

A Sermon in the Temple.

I opened on them by asking some ques.
tions regurding sume of the things which we
bad scen, especially those which had a sym-
bolic reference to some of the doctrines of
their system. This necessarily led to o state-
ment of some of their objections agunst
Christianity ; to which & reply was given
throngh the interpretation of our brovher,
Rajuhgopaul, But I had o strong impres«i-
on that this was not enough, for we might
mect all their objections, and yet leave them
in jgnorance of the essentials of the gospel.
Accordingly, having made little progressin
the language, we handed over the matter to
Rujah, who, at consideruble length, mado &
vigorous and teiling statement of some of
the leading truths of the Bible. They lis-
tencd with attention as he began, and as
statement after statement fell from the speak-
er's lips, they beeame nore deeply interest-
ed. But he came yct nearer to their hearts
and consciences, and he spoke in fervid and
eloquent straius to that strange audience.—
He now described the power of the truth up-
on his own soul, and told them that though
he had belonged to a family of caste, and
hed many strong natuial ties to bind him to
his social aircle, yet he cheerfully renounc-
ed every former privilege and broke up old
associations at the call of Jesus. He wrged
them to do the same, telling them that the
peace which they vainly sought in heathen
rites they would speedily find 1 they sim-
ply belicved in Jesus. Just as in the case
of the Jewish Sanhedrim, when listening to
the speech of Stephen, so here, so long as
the st .tements were general, the auditors
could patiently hear, but as soon as they
were brought home to their hearts, they soon
manifested the opposition and enmity which
lutked within their bosoms. They now be-
gan wildly to shout, and, s if the place had
been descerated by our presence and our
words, they hurried us out to the open court
under the shining of the silent stars. After
we had been thus rudely and unceremoni-
ously thrust out, looking back on the delud-
edmen in pity, we made one other statement,
lified up one other note of solemn warning,
and departed. y

‘This is not the first time when such dis-
cussions have been held,and such statements
made, within the walls of that temple—
When Mr. Anderson was there last year he
had an interesting discussion with the Brah.
mans ; and as his statements were telling,
the uproar and_opposition were correspon-
dingly great. Every year, indeed, when on
our annual tour to our branch schools,
weattempt, so fur as God gives us opportu-
nity, to fulfil the Divine injunction, “Preach
the gospel to every cieaturs” On the high-
way, in populous villages, in lonely bunga-.
loms, within the sacred presinets of the idol
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temples, wherever we can find an audience,
through our native ministers or converts,
we preach the unsearchable rviches ot Christ.
0 that the Church upheld us by her ferveas
and nnceasing  prayers, and drew down on
the sced the dews of heavenly gruce. An
account of our visit to Chinna or little Con-
jeveram and its temple, must be reserved
till a future communication.

Mercy and Judgment.

During the last few days in the mission
we huve had to sing of mercy and judgment
Mercy has been shewn and our hearts glad
dened by the in-gathering of three addition
al souls, on the hearts of whom, sy far us
man can sce, the 1oly Spirit seems to be si-
leatly and calinly, but savingly operating ~
The Lovd has graciously heard our prayers,
cheered our spirits, and is sending us to be-
gin the operations of another season with
high hopes of futnre success, and tinal vic-
tory.

The hearts of all the mission have bsen
deeply affected and solemaised by the death
of dear little Charlotte, a daughter of Ven-
kataraminh. Ier suflerings were very
great, and, ag the end drew near, some of us
rejoiced that she was so softly sinking into
the arms of her Saviour.

God has spoken to all in the mission in e
way that he has never done before, and I
know that no one is more anxious than hev
afflicted and  sorrowing parents that God’s
voice be heard, and that the awful lesson
thus tuught should sink deep into overy
heart. Our strength and stay in such a
time is the simple but sure Word of our God,
—* Come and let us return unto the Lord -
for he hatl torn, and he will heal us; be
hath smitten, and he will hind us up.”

How natural are the feelings express-
ed in the following letter from the Rav.
Robert B. Blyth of Madras, and dated
7th February 1853. When the mission-
ary first sets foot on India, no wonder
that bis heart sinks, when he sees the
whole of chat great continent given to i-
dolatry ; and no wonder that he is tempt-
cd to despair of the conversion of India,
when he contrasts the feeble instromen-
tality at his commaud with the overwhelm-
ing difflculty of the work. The trust of
the missionary and of the Church must
be in that God © who raiseth the dead,”
and with whom it is equally casy to call
from the grave a single individual or a
whole nation :

Number of Temples—2Muntapums.

Since writing you, Mr. Campbell and X
have Ead = little experience of our method
of travelling in Indin, and have scen some
of the country, with its wide-spreading, san
dy uncuitivated plains. Among the various
things that met the eye, there'was oot sight
which somewhat surprised me. ¥ really
was not prepared for the numbsr of idoltgm-
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ples that stud the land. ‘“The dnrkness is
‘very thick—u darkness that may be felt.—
And where villages are so small that they
cannot well support a temple, « Satanic de-
vice comes in, which works from year to
your with fatal success. The temples are
very varied ia size, but there is a certain
type running through them, which soon e-
nables the traveller 1o recogmse cue when
he sees it. Another sort of building, how-
ever, attracts the eye, and leads to mquny.
This 15 an editice with only three walls,
quite open in frontexcept where some square
colnmns support the roof. Ie the great ma-
Jority of cases these structures are of gran-
ite, and some of them are sculptured. What,
think you, is the use of these muntapums
(for so shey arc called) ?  Once a year or so,
the village in which it stands mmakes 2 sub-
scription to defray the expense of a visit
from the idol. Taen the people send 1o the
nearest temple and et the Brahmans know
that they are are auxious to have the god
among them, and make n compact ubout
paying for the honour. When the day ap-
pointed arrives, the image is placed on, the
car with all due ceremony, drawn o the vil-
lage, and placed in the muntapum for some
hours. ‘I'his, of course, is a time of high
privilege in the eyes of these poor blind wor-
shippers. They present oblations, hold a
feast, celebrate the auspicious hour with all
sorts of rejoicing, and more than a usual in-
dulgence insin. When onc hears of ll this,
and in remote secluded villages sces these
muntapams, which are often, it nay be men-
tioned, erecied by a single rich devotee ; the
natural tendency of the heartis to bring
back & report like that of the ten spies—
And, in truth, there is much to discourage.
‘The cities are walled round with black ido-
latry, and we secemed amonyg the teeming
heathen like grasshoppers. But the God of
Caleb and Joshua is our God, and we were
carrying that two-edged sword of which Da-
vid speaks in the 149th Psalm, whereby
vengeance is to be exccuted on the heatlien,
«cven that of slaying thein as heathen, and
giving them life in Christ.  While sorrow-
ing, thercfore, at what we saw, we could go
onrejoicing in the assurance that, * the hea-
thien shall fear the name of the Lord, and all
thekibgs of the earth his glory™ (Fs. xii. 15).

COLONIAL CHURCHES.
DEPARTURE OF TEN MINISTERS OF THE
FREE CHURCH FOR AUSTRALLA.

On the evening of Wednesday, the
13th of April, a weeting of a deeply in-
teresting .character was held in Free St.
Luke’s Church, Edinburgh. The tenor-
dained missionaries who have been se-
Jected by the Colonial Committee to la-
bour in the work of the gospel in Austra-
lia wére then, on the eve of their depar-
tur¢, publicly and solemnly addressed.—
The Kev. Du: Makellar, the moderator
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of last assembly, presided and conduwe:ay .
with peculiar fervour the opeuning ser-
vices. The proceedings were witnes.
ed by a large and deeply impressed
assembly, who seemed to feel tle
importance of the event. Addresses
worthy of the occasion were delivered to
the winisters and the congregation The
Rev. John Bonar, Convener of the Colo.
nial Comuittee, stated the importance o
the field, aud the leadings of Providence
in the matter, inan impressive speech,
of which the tollowing is but an outline:
At the very time the Assembly and
Colonial Commttee of the Free Church
were proposing to make an extra exer-
tion to raise mouney to send ministers {o
Australia, the Australian Synod resoly-
ed to raise money for the put pose of pro-
curing :mnisters from us. Nay, wore;
at the very time when the way was thus
opening as to means—the claims of the
colonies seem to bave taken hold of the
minds of our young men, as well assome
of our older ministers—and we have
found the minds of some of our Lest
preachers open to consider the question
of their choosing Australia as a field of
labour. There never was, I will venture
to say, any band ot ininisters who went
forth to a distant ficld with less occasion
from anything either in their own Church
or in their own prospects in it than these
voung men. I will will read the names
of our young friends presently; but I
would like to explain previously to doing
so, that the committece bave connected
the name of each minister with a district
—more for the sake ot definiteness and
distinctness, than as settling finally the
eaact field of his labour. ‘That is a mat-
ter for the respective Synods to which
they go finally to0 arrange, and the words
of our comnussion are, “to the place
mentioned, or to such other place asmay
seem more meet to the Synod of the
bounds and to the brethren themselves
when they are on the spot” These
young men have been all ordained to the
mimstry for the obvious and important
purpose of' being able to enter on their
duties, even during the voyage, when ne-
cessary, in such ships as carry emigrants,
and still iore, of doing so immediately
on their arrival, in whatever district of
the country they mway go to. I bave on-
ly farther 10 say in explanation, that I
read their names,not only for the purpost
of annuuncing who the brethren before us
now are, but because most people here
present have already, and many nove will
soon have, fricnds and reiationsin all the




gifercut parts of Australia. The names
aud localities of those present are as fol-
lows s—
Rev. }Vm. Henderson, Williamston, Victo-
ria.
Rev. Arch. Simpson, Wemanbool, Victoria,
flev. George Divorty, Prahrnor, Victoria,
Rev. Alexander Adam, Aldbury, on borders
of Victorin.
Rev.John Moir, neighbourhood of Adelaide.
Rev. Mr. Sinclair, Brisbane, N.S.W.
Pev. James Cameron, Carcocer, N.S5. W
Hev. Archd. Cameron, acighbourhood of
Shoalhaven. N.S.W.
fRev. Arthur Paul, neighbourhood of Syd-
ney, N S.W.
Rev. Hugh M’Kail, Braidwood, N.S.W.
Of these young ministers 1 will say the
Committee have great confidence in them,
toth as to  fitness and devotedness, and
they lold a high place among the youth-
fulband of labourers in which our Church
mereasingly rejorees.  Itaust be obvious
wall that, in the present position of Aus-
wralia, it is especially necessary, not only
wsend active, vigorous, and devoted
voung :abourers, but, it possible, 10 com-
ting with thew some of longer standing,
ad of more experience and maturer
yars—some of those, if possible, who
bave mingled in 2ll the scenes, and taken
writ inall the proceedings of this Church
during the ten years of her contlict, and
the almost equally interesting and still
wore important ten years of her separate
exisience ; and it is no breach of propri-
dy, I trust, though the matter be still in
dependence, to announce that the Rev.
Dr. Mla.kay of Duaoon and the Rev. Mr
Cairns of Cupar, have devoted themselves
tthis great work, and taken steps for
aimmediate and permanent removal to
that distant region ; and two other min-
sters of standing in our Church bave in-
tmated a willinguess to go if required.—
Long have the Colonists asked for such,
20d most cordially do we rejoice that we
Yave now the prospect of sending to them
aen of such high standing—distinguish-
wd glike for theirabilities, their devated-
2esy, and their success at home. These
trethren g0 outas one with their young-
@ brethren—go out simply as winisters
dtie gospel in that distant land, and
they scek to be distinguished only by
‘heir devotedness to thew Mlaster’s cause
hee. We now meet for the simple
Yessed purpose of bidding these orethiven
‘arewell, ot addressing 10 them at parting
aword of encouragement, and of 1mplor-
g the blessing of God on thew, and on
:g\("ﬁho have preceded them or who may
“llow them into that great field of Jabour
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into which they hasten. YWe have asyet.
1 fear, nojadequate idea ot the importancy
or even largeness of the field on which;
thess labourers cuter, e are founding
an empire, and these breihren go to la-
bour with those who are called tothe
great work of forming the principles of
that future empire. Villages, eities, and
distriets are rising up day by day. The
rapidity of growth dumands correspond-
ing earnestness of exertion  The one ci1-
ty of Melbourne—which had no existence
only sixteen years ago, and was a pendi-
cle of New South Wales ata still later
date—now emulates this very city (Edin-
burgh), 1he slow arowth ot age, in pum«
bers and in wealth. Anintellizent por-
son said this day, that he coub scarcely
estimate the inhabitants of Melbourne at
less than 100,000, and the rental drawn
is supposed to be about a million an-
nually. Crowded ships arrive every day
in the Bay, and leave their hundreds
and their thousands These are from all
lands and ofall characters. Into the
midst of these thousands bent on money
—multitudes of them without any princi-
ple, and wultitudes with the reverse of
cvery principle—our countrymen are
thrown—the old, the poor, the weary,
the young, the inexperienced. Surely it
is most needtul to send ministers who
may waich over them ; surely these min- .
isters will need much of the spirit of wis-
dom, and of power, from on high; and -
meost meet, therefore, it is that we should
umte together in prayer for them. What
but strong  faith—looking beyond this
world, and living above i ~what but ar-
dent love—love to God and love to man
—what but clevated hope—hope pointing
to the heaven of glory above, and also to
the futare glor'ious triumphs of the gos-
pel in these lands—can animato and
cheer them ? and how are we or they to
obtain these bat by prayer? Who can
tell what connexion the meeting of this
night in this place may have with the fu-
ture prosperity of Australia, with the
maintenance of those greal principles to
which we bave been calied 10 bear wits
ness in our own land, and which are so
important in every land, with the plants
ing and progress of the glorious gospel in
the new world, and with the spread of the
same gospel to the heathen masses of Chi-
na and India, the Islands of the South
Sea; and the whole southern hemisphere -
—in 3 word, with the coming of thas prasr .
mised day, when, literally, *incense and
a pure ofiering shall ascend to God frofs
the rising to the settingof tho' sun.”
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VICTORIA.
MELBOURNE.

The following interesting and gratify-
ing account is taken from the Melbourne
Argus. 14 affords good evidence of the
liberality ofour brethren in that city,
and suggests good hope for the futare :—

The annuval meeting of John Knox's

congregation was held in the church on
Wednesday night. The Rev William
Miller occupied the chair and opened
tue meeting with devotional exercises.
_ The report of the proceedings of the
year just_ended (30th September) was
read by Mr. J. T. Everist, one of the cl-
dérs.

It appearcd from the report that the
greatest harmony prevails in the congre-
gatica; and from the following abstract
of the financial statement submitied it
will be seen that they arein a very pros-
perous state.  This people are willing not
only to maintain the ordinances of reli-
gion among themselves, butto extend

* those advantages to others, and now that
they are free of debr, they will e in a
position to do more for Church-extension
in future.

Contributed to the Sustentation Fund since

February last, £324 12 1
For seat-rent and church-door

collections, &c, 1477 g1
To the Synod’s Fund for chuwch
extension, 189 15 2
To pay off the debt oa Church
and Manse, 837 15 0
£1699 11 2

—_—
(From the Home and Foreign Record of tho
Presbyterian Churchin the U. S.

CHINA: NINGPO MISSION.

" STATIBTICS OF MISSIONARIES IN CILINA,
AND REFLECTIONS.

Nugpo, December 8k, 1852,

The few statistics which follow respect-
ing China Missions will, I trust, not be un-
interesting: Four years will bave expired
next February from the time when our
company set foot upon Chinese soil.  Dur-
ing that period cight American and English
missionaries have been cutoff by death, and
twenty-four chicly on account of ill health
havo returned home.  Another has lefs di-
rect missionary work to enter upon the du-
ties of chaplain to his own countrymen.—
Five others at least expect to leave this

.winter with- their familics for their native
1zdds. Thus, besides the cight removed by
death, thirty missionaries will within these
four ycsrs have been, in the providence of
God, called from their chosen work, in most
imstances on account of declining health—

Of this pumber however, some cight or en
should be excepted, who eitherhave retury.
ed, or who, there is good renson o expert,

will soon come back to this field of lahonr. |

Another has gonc to labour among the Chi.
nese in California. We may then toire
caleulate that within these four Tears abouy
twenty-cight male missionaries will have
been permanently arrvested in their lahours
amony the Chinese, either by the hand of
death. or in most other cases by sickness—
At the same time, ouly twentv-two new
misstonaries have arrived in China, one of
of whom was destined to labour in Siam.—
Another is daily expected at Canton. Thess

facts relate solely to missionaries from Grea: -

Britain and the United States, as I have
not been aole to colleet aceurate statistics
respeeting our brethren from the contiment
of Europe, of whom there are representa-
tives from Germany, Switzerland, Sweden,
and Holland. “Thus, in summing up, we
perceive that the missionary force in Ching,
stead of being increased in number, ashe
vast importance of the field demands, has
actually been diminished about one eighu,
‘The entire number of English and Amer:-
can missionaries labouring in Chima four
years ago was sixty-eight. There are now
only about sixty. Nor does this list include
the wives of missionaries, four of whom
have died within this period. Itisalso s
noticeable fact, that at least cleven of the
whole number referred to above. have cither
gone since September, or will leave before
Spring—including & period of about sic
months, several of whom will not be atle
probably to return.

What is God teaching us and the church.
es at home by these things ?  Doubuless ke
would have us who arc permitted to re-
main, to be more devoted to him and 1o his
work here. It is no slight afiliction to bs
deprived of the co-operation of a brother
filled with faith and zeal, who is removed
from his chosen field shortly after entering
upon it. And the blow comes heavier stit
upon us when onc is removed in the midst
of direct useful labour., Every yearadidste
the experience of the missionary and his
fitness for work, so thas when he is called
away, as is the case with many among the
number referred to, in mature life and after
Iarge expericuce, we feel that God has in:
deed sorely chastised us.  As we are thus
solemnly reminded that what we have to
do must be done quickly, may we hase
grace to profit by the lesson and to be faith-
ful even unso death!

It also teaches us that the work is the
of God, and not of man. It was he who
first opened this vast cmpire for us 10 la
bour in, and who has raised up a band of
men to preach the uuscarchablo riches of
Christ to this people. Docs he love his
own clect in China less, or is he less inter-
ested in the promotion of his kingdom here,
when he removes faithful lahourers ¥ Cer
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tmly not. ~This is one step in the course
of Divine providence towards bringing 1o
pass thas for which we ardently long—the
wning of onr Lord, and the full establish-
ment of his kingdom. And I think we may
cormectly view it as preparatory to the dis-
iag of his wonderful grace. There are
here, and I think elsewhere, some signs,
shich we are disposed to regard as indica-
tive of happier days ; and God has already,
even though our numbers have been dimi-
rishing, shown in several instances of his
onverting grace, how he smiles upon the
lbours of his servants. Gideon’s army
vas reduced by his sovercign will to three
tondred men, that the power of his inter-
frence might Le the more conspicuous.—
e fondly hope that the reduction among
2 may be attended with similar spiritual
rsults.  * Man'’s extremity is God’s oypor-
anity,” and it is often upon occasions of
1ie deepest sorrow to his people that light
~py|iugs out of darkuess, and good out of
(3719

Perhaps the minds of missionarics are
aore directed at this time than ever before
t:the importance of raising up a native mi-
tistry, not only from our schools, but from
tie teachers and others of the people with
vhom we come in daily contact. This, of
wurse, is always an important object with
2, though it is a general opinion very na-
sanally founded, that a long process of edu-
ation and & long period of years are first
requisite before sueh men can be raised up-
This idea is correct to & great extent, and
=ith this end in view, schools are establish-
eland carried on, with the hope that many
ouths antong them will become converted,
aad proved to be thoroughly disciplined
reachers.  But besides these, there are ma-
a7 of good sense and good education, who,
i they are bronght to know and love the
Saviour, will much earlier be fitted for use-
flness as private Christians and as evan-
atists.  We pray for these, and we implore
Christians at home to pray, that there may
5n be raised up in China as well as in
cher heathen countries, native Christians
30ur schools and among our teachers and
rihers, who shall be fearless and wise de-
nders of the truth and confessors for
Christ—who shall be examples of what
Christianity is “in word, in conversation,
i3chanty, in spirit, in faith, in purity.’—
When Christ directs us to pray to the Lord
«f the harvest to send forth labourers into
Hsharvest. he does not confine our prayers
% Jorcign missionaries, nor should we thus
zafine them. Native missionaries are es-
j¢edially needed, and should be particularly
rayed for.

It would perhaps be profitable, to refer to
vine other thoughts than those which have
“a bricfly alluded to, but I would simply,
A conclusion, beg Christians at home to
toasider what bearing these factshave upon
Lzm. Because this building up of the

§3

kingdom in China is a hard work. and be-
cause it requires great sacrifices, is it, there-
fore, to bu neglected ? Because it is God’s
work, are our hands to hang down? Be-
cause we pray for & native ministry, and
hope that God will hear us, are we therefore
to withhold our sons and our brothers from
this service—are our educated young men
to negleet the broad land of Sinim and its
hundreds of millions of souls, to the undue
guardianship of the few men who are left 2
Let this ratio procecd, so that in the place
of eight experienced men, who are removed
in the providence of God every year, only
seven as yet inexperienced men are sent
out, and what may you expect to hear from
Chica within a few short years? The field
is every day widening. Scores of villages
surround us, which we have only occasional
opportunity to visit; large towns, near to
the central five ports, might with all safety
be entered. and chapels might then be bailt;
and the inhabitants of the cities where wa
respectively  dwell, might become much
more thoroughly acquainted with the way
of life, had we lahourers to spare for this
work. The suspiciousness of the people, in
this city at least, is fast wearing sway; we
have no trouble in building houses and cha-
pels anywhere within the walls. Schools
are established readily, both male and fe-
male, and generally 2 goodly number of
people are present at our chapel ministrati-
ons. The officers do nothing to hinder us,
and the people treat us kindly—so that we
come in aud go out, teaching and preach-
ing. with none to molest or make us afraid.
We hope that it will not be long when soms
way will be opened into the interior of Chi-
na, for the further promulging the glad tid-
ings. But who is there to go? Do not
the churches at home, do not ministers of
the gospel, and those preparing for the mi-
nistry, have a responsibility in this mattor ?
Christian love is expansive in its influence
—and how can churches at home flourish,
who withhold their interest from the wide
spread of the gospel 2 We long to hear of
more missionaries coming to China; men

who are willing in scason and out of season
to serve their Master. God grant that this

chastening which his servants are experien-
cy in the removal of their number, may
call forth the sympathics of Christians eve-

rywhere. K. V. R.

G

Contributions to the Profes-
sorial Fund.

RBoger's ¥ill.
Iliss Mary McLeod, col.
George McKay
Mrs Gerge McKay
Catherine McQuary
Donald McCaskill
Tdonald Mcleod
James McTeod
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Dunean McLeod
Mrz Duncan McLeod
IHugh Stewart
Atlexander Grant
TRobhert Rose

Robert Grant

Hugh Grant, junr.
Mrs Hugh Grant
Witliam McLeod

Mr Joha McDonald, col.
John F. Logan
Alexander Ferguson
Alexander McBain
Johu Logan. scor.
Mzs John Logan
Mary McKay
Alexander McGregor
Alexauder McQuary
Hector McQuary
Mary McQuary

Mrs MQuary
William Ross

Hugh Corbet

Mrs Dond. McDouald
George McQuary
Flora MeQuary

3rs John F. Logan

Mr Duncan McLean, col
Margaret McLean
Annabella McLean
Roderick McLean
Mrs McLean
Margaret McLeas
Mary McLean
Douald McLean
Catharing McLean
Jannet McLean
William McIenzie
Mrs. Rodk. McKenzie
David McLean

John McLean

A Friend

Alexr. Mursay
Alexr. Munroc

Miss Jane Logan, col.
William Logan
Catharine Logan
Georgo Logan
Margaret Melntosh
James Fraser
William_McKn
Robert McIntosh, sear.
Rohert Mclntosh, junr.
William McIntosh
Mrs Mclatosh

John €ampbell

Total Sum -

590
5 0
40
50
4 6
50
5 0
313
5 0
3 2 1}
50
5 0
3 1}
I ¥
5 0
2 6
2 6
2 6
5 0
5 0
2 6
2 6
2 6
1 3
‘13
13
2 6
2 6
15 0
5 2}
13
13
29
2 6
1 3
13
1 3
7
?
50
2 6
2 6
13
4 0
5 0
50
2 3 2}
1 3
5 0
1 3
1 3
1 3
13
1 3
5 9
1 3
1 38
13
2 6
1 3 9
9 41

Wirriax MacKENzrE,

Treasurer.
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New Grasgow.
Miss Ann Camiertr, col.
Jehn Cameron
Mrs. John Cameroni
Amn Cameron
Catherine Cameron
John McKay. Painter
Mrs. James Fraser
Ann Fraser
William H. Thomson
A. McQueen
Alexander McKay, elder
John McLenrcan
Hugh Livingston
Margaret Fraser
Donald McKay
Mrs. Robert Logan
Alexander Calder
Margaret Forbes
William Polson
William Rose, Mason
Grizzle McLeod
Simon Cameron
Hugh Cameron
Mary Jane Cameron
Lydia Camecion
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HMr. Angus Colquhoun, col.
Angus McQueen

John Graat

Angus Colgquhoun

dohn C. Colquhoun

Miss Jessie Stewart, col.
Rev. John Stewart
Neil McKay, ey,
Jessic Tremain
Ann Tremain
George Dickson
Churles Dibkson
Mrs. Carr
Jessie McIntosh
Jane McIntosh
Ann Mclntosh
Susan MeIntosh
Margaret E. Livingston
Cathefine S. Rose
Miss Miller
John D. Rose
Mrs. William Fraser
Waters
John Sinclair
Jane Ana Fraser
Mary Ann McKay
Isidore Lublin
Tlizabeth McDonald
Mrs. William Cameren
TLouisa Cameron
Christina Canferon
Isabella Cameron
Mary Dand
James Dand
Mrs. John McKenzie
Davies
Margaret Watson
Mrs. John Beattie
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McFarquhar . 73 Elizabeth McKay 2 6
John MoKenzie, widow 1 8 Christina McKay 1 s
John McDonald 1 103 Roderick Chisholm ' 2 6
Mrs. James Wilson 7{» Marion McKay 2 6
Miss Poole 7} A Friend 7
H. Poole 7% John Rankin 1 104
Thomge Muuoro 7% Isabella Rankin 16
@ M:s. Davison 7% Colin Rankin 1 3
Jonathan Weir 1 3 Donald Rankin 2 0
William Duabar 5 @ Alexander McGregar 13
John Fraser . 5 0 John McBeith . 2 6
Robert Dunbar 3 1} Daniel McKay i 104
Henrietta Fraser 1 3
—_— 114 1
6 12 64 William Morton, clder 5 0
My. James McDonald, col. Miss Mary Sutherland, col.
John McLean 1 8 Rev. David Roy 5 2%
James McDonald 5 o Mrs. Rose 2 0
Mrs. James McDonald 2 6 Sullivan 13
Alexander McLean 1 3 S. Chisholin 2 6
Thomas McDonald 5 0 A. McKenzio 1 3
Mrs. Thomas MceDonald 2 6 .- A. Mcintosh 2 6
Donald McXay 2 6 Sutherland 10 0
Angus McKay 2 6 Dand 1 3
John McKay 2 g} Forrest 5 ©
Williama McLean 2 ¢ Sarah Rose 1 3
William McIntosh 4 0
1 7 s& David Rose 4 0
Mr, Alex. Campbel, junr, col. A Tviend 7%
Alex. Campbell, clder 711 Dr. Forrest 10 o
Mrs. A. Campbell o ¢ Isabella Forrest 50
Alex, Campbell, junt. 5 2} Catherine Forrest 50
Mrs. Alex. Campbell 2 6
R Alex. Fraser 5 a9 3 510
Robert Campbell 2 ¢ Mr Charles Ross, col. 5 0
Wiltiam Muuro 5 0
1 5 4 David Forbes 50
Niss Helen Fraser, col. Donald McInnes 5 0
B Alex. Fraser o g -Alex.Cameron 2 6
W lelen Fraser 2 g Colin Ferguson 13
Ann McKenzie 2 ¢ John McIntosh 5 0
James McRae 2 6
Andrew Fraser 73 1 8-9-
Isabella Fraser 2 6 ——
Nrs. Fracer, widow 1 3 Total, 23 7 1%
Alex, McHardy 2 6 A. Forrest, Treasurer
Mrs. McKenzie i3
Andrew Holmes ‘1 g Back Laud, near Sydney Bar,
John Fraser 2 6 Mrs. Peter McDonald, col.
Alex. Froser 1 3 Samuel McDonald . 5 0
e i
¥r. Haer + oi onald McDona 2 6
- ,\[,s_nl‘;l_";‘rg‘ﬁ‘?d’ col. ; gl‘ Peter McDonald 2 6
&8 Donald Rohertson 1 103 John MeDonald 18
Catherine McPherson 1 o Nicl McKay 2 6
William MeLeod 4 o Alexander Nicolson 2 6
Andre\\: Matheson 4 0 Angus MeDonald 2 0
Jirs. William McLeod 1 3 Angus Laing 2 0
' TS Aingus Beaton 2 6
Grorge Wilson, donation 3 1 %‘;imlie ag:;mn g g
 Miss Catherine McKay, cal. 2 6 o ' .
§ Tillam McKag - 5 o "Jobn Beaton : 2 8
s, W. MeIay b Andrew and Mrs. Laing 4 0 -
E Charles Grant 73 Malcolm Johnson 1 3
John Rankin 1 3 XEwen Johnson 2 0
William Avsten 73 John Johnstor 20
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Tonald Laing and Son 4 0
Angrs Fergusson, senr. 13
S Robertson 5 24
Mrs Robertson 2 0
Charles Robertson 74
Archy MeDonald 10
2 14 10
o ev————————————
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SCHEMES OF THE CHURCH.
Sums paid into the Schemes of the
Free Chuarch since last advices :—
Home Miss1oN SCHEME.

86

88

St, John’s Church 1 75
Chalmers’ Church 6 G 0
Cornwallis 3 10
Lawrencetown 1 410
Musquodoboit Harbor 18 9

W. S. STIRLING, Treasurer.
Jane 18th, 1853.

Free Synod of Nova Scotia.
TllE Synod of the FreeChuurch
of Nova Scotia will mect in CHar-
ueRrs’ Crreren hiere on THURSDAY the
doth day of June next, and will opened with
a Senr¥Mox, to be preached by the
REV. HUGH MLEOD, 4. 31,
MODERATOR OF THE SYNOD,
Public worship will begin, God willing,
at Twelve O'clock, Noon.

NOTICE TO MEMBERS OF THE
FREE CHURCH SYNOD.

A committee has been appointed to

make arrangements for the boarding of

members duriug their attendance at Sy-
nod. Such members thercfore as may
not bave been already secured in accom-
modation, are requested to call, on their
arrival in the city, on Mr. John McIn-
tosh, at the store of Messrs. Bauld & Gib-
son, that they may receive the necessary
Information.
Halifax, 2]st June, 1853.

THE MISSIONARY RECORD.

EXAMINATION OF THE FREE
CHURCH ACADEMY.

‘The College and Academy Board have

appointed a public examination of the §

Free Church Academy to be held on the
day after the proceedings of the Sgnod
shall have closed. It is expected that
the Synod will close its sittings on Mon.
day,4th July. In that case the examina.
tion will take place on Tuesday. Should
the Synod be still engaged with its own
business on Tuesday, then the examina-
tion will take place on Wednesday, at 10
o’clock, forenoon.

Halifax, 21st June, 1853.

o
COMMITTEE MEETINGS.

A meeting of the Missionary Record
committee will be beld in the Bookstore
of Messrs. A. & W. McKinlay, on Wed-
nesday the 29th current, at 11 o'clock,
forcnoon. The members of committes
are, Professors King and Lyall, Rev.
Messrs. Forres'er and Duff, and Messrs.
Andrew McKinlay and James H. Lid-
dell ANDREW XING, Convener.

Halifax, 21st Juna, 7858.

A meeting of the Synod Fund com-
mittee will be held in the vestry of
Chalmers’ Church, on Thursday the 30th
current, at eleven o’clock, forenoon. The
members of committee are, Rev. Profes-
sor King, Rev. Messrs. McLeod, Duff,
Romans, Blair, John Munro, ministers;
and Messrs. Peter McNab and Angus
McKay, Ruling Elders.

ANDREW KING, Convener.

Halifax, 21st June, 1853.

A meeting of the Bursary and Library
cemniittee will be held in the vestry of 3
Chalmers’ Church, on Thursday the 30z |
current, at half-past eleven o’clock, fore-
noon. The members of committee are,
Professors of the College, Rev. Messrs.
Forrester, Romans, and Dnff, ministers;
and Jobn Liddell, Esq.. Elder.

W. LYALL, Convener.

Halifax, 21st June, 1853.
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