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7 Christ’s Testimony to John. Luke j: 24-35.
N {Commit to memory verses 27-28.)

GOLDEN TEXT, DaAILY PORTIONS.
« 'Behold I send my messenger before thy (The.Selections of theI. B. R. 4.)

face,”” Luke 7: 27, Mo pav—Christ’s Testxmony to.John. —

Prove THAT . o L“kfe 7: 24-35~
We are-to be witnesses for Christ. TUESDAY"TeSt’mon{(:“m:I? g;{’;g’
WEDNESDAY—-Hemd 's Testimony,

Mark 6: 14-20.

THURSDAY—Great in-the Sight of the Lord.

Acts 1:8.

SHORTER CATECHISM.

Quest. 104. TWhat 5o we pray for in the
Jourtk petition? A. 1u the fourth petition.

(which is, Give us this day our*daily bread), Luke 1: 517,
-'we pray, That of God’s free gift we may re-| FRIDAY—The Forerunner.
cejve acompetent portxon of the good things Luke 1: 67-80.

of this life, and enjoy his blessing with them.

- LrssoN Hymys.
CHILDREN’S Hymuan Nos. 7, 218, 27, 31.

NOTES AND EXPLANATIUNS

” TurnopuoTory. About four months before the date of our lesson, Herod Antipas had

SATURDAY—The Voice. .
Matt, 3: 1-12,
Light.
ohn §: 3:-38.

‘SABBATH—A Shini

miles east.of the northern end of the Dead -
Sea (see map). Thereason for his domg 50

] Jericho O ¢ is given in¥Matt. 14: 3-5. During this period’
- O Jerisalem Jesus was engaged-in preaching and Realing --
O Bethlehem throughout Galilee. The incidents which
- gave rige to-the words contained in our les-
: ign occurred shortly after ﬂ;: miracte ,?,t )
" ain-(ch. T: 11-17). Pining in his lomely
Wilderness O-Machaerus dungeon.John seems to have craved some
Dseé:i reassuring word from Christ, and accordmgly C-

0 Reb - ser.t to him two of his disciples to ask him,
ebron « Art thou he taat should.come, or look we.
- . for another?”
~/ messengers toll John what wonders they saw

: and heard. The recital-of these, more than
any mere-assurance from His lips, would cheer the discouraged prophet P&rallel pas-
sage, Matt, 112 7-19.

3 - Lrssow Pran, Christ Commending Jobn. VB 24-28, IL Chnsi, Condemning ther L
- People vs. 29-35. :

I, Camist Coxumnpine Jory. 24. The
messengers—the two disciples who had

-of himself, langutshing in a tyrant's prison, .
"The w;laemess —the district betwesn

seized Jobhn and: xmprxsoned hiin i the lonely fortress of Machaeras, situated about nine S

In reply, Jesus bade the -

- should come?” Our Saviour hastens to re-
move the unfavorable impression which
Jobn's appsrent doubt of his Messiahship
€~ may liave oceasioned, and to restore .confi-

§ ¢ dence in lim notwithstanding that be was

peel. sent to inguire « Art thou he thet:

Bethlehom and.the Dead Sea, where John

_bad been. brought up (Luke 1..80), and whera

he.began his-ministry (Matt. 3:1). A reed
—«The reed of Egypt and Palestine is a
very tall cane, growing twelve feet high, -
with a magnificent panicle of blozsoms at
‘the top, and so glender and yielding that it

g3 | tow, overshadowed by the greater popularity

‘The TEACHERS' PRYPARATION.LEArupT-is pnbhshed wepkly by'the Ceneral Assembly's Sabbath School
Committes, Presbyterian Church ip-Canada, at 35 cents o year, or 25¢. if ¥ vour of-more copies m’c eent to .
one peTson. Address Ber. T, F. fotheringham, 107 Hazen Str‘ct., 8t John, N. B. -
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will He perfectly Bat under 8 gust of wind,

and Immediately resume its upright position.

It grows in great canobrakes in many parts
of Palestine, especially on the west side of
the Dend Sea, where, nourished by the warm
springs, it lines-the shore for several miles
with an impenetruble fringe—the lair of
wild boars and leopards—to the exclusion
of all other vegetation. On the banks of
the Jordan it occurs in great patches but
not so Jofty. (Canon Tristram ) John was
not u fickle, changesble man, veering with-
every turn of the wind of popularity. He.
neither cateved to the public for applause,
nor truckled to the king for patronage. He
was-a mon of dauntless courage, inflexible.
resolution and fearless tongue.

7
{
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expressed in thiv. way.  Hethat is butfiitle
in the kingdomi-of heaven (B. V.)—By
tkingdom of heaven," the spiritual kingdom
which Christ founded, is meant. Those who
are ¢ but little? or « lessery” «inferior,” in
that kingdom-are Greater than he—¢ Not -
greater in personal character nor in exterasl
-condition, tut in present privilege, preroga-
tive, ctation as the least child is-greaterthan
the highest servant” (Abbott.) Heis greater
in respect to the development of his knowl-
edge, spirituel insight and experience. Tha
humblest Christian hnows more about Chrisy
than John did; enjoys more of the Holy
Spirit, for He applies to him the benefits
purchased by Christ; John was a servant,
though o prophet he is & sen (Rom 8: 14-17);
-and, in fine, he belongs to a new-and brighter

25. Soft raiment—He reminds them-of’
tho camel's hair coat and leathern girdle
which John wore, and the locusts and wild
Lioncy on which he fared (Matt. 3: 4) There-
is an implied contrast with the effeminate
courtiers of Herod, thus arcusing feelings-of-
rospect-and admiration for-Jobn. Live del-
icately—live in luxury, referring to the
whole mode of life. The word is from &
wverb-which means-to enervate by debauch-
ery and excess. Kings' courts—The Herods
had palaces at Tiberins, Cmsares Philippi
and Jerusalem.

28, Much more thanaprophet—John
was the only prophet whose coming had

|

by the evangelist. In favor of the former

era in-the history of redemption. In Mat-
i'thew's account Christ goes on to say that
; multitudes thronged around John like a be-
| sieging army entering, pouring into, a cap- -
| tured city. o When John came the prophetic
| dispensation ended:and the new era dawned. -
For Jobn was the Elijah of whick Malachi
I»spoke.
II. Carist CoxpEMNING THE PEORLE. 20,
It is.not.quite clear whether verses 29 and
30 were spoken by-Christ, or-are a commeut

| view is the fact that the words «an:’, the
! Lord said,” in verse 31, are spurious, and

been predicted (Mal. 3: 1); others merely | thore is-no-such break in the continuity of
foretold the coming of Christ, he actually | the subject; the words come naturally in
poiated him out (John 1; 29); and ke was ! connection with thg verses in @Ial;thew Te-
in immediate personal relation to Christ as | garding the thronging crowds just referred
his Forerunner, preparing the people to lis- | ¥0; and there is'uo other example-of & sim-

ten-to:his teachings (John 3: 26-36).

. 27. Of whom it is written—(Mal.
3:1; Isa.40: 37 Lukelr15-17, 76). In Mal-
achi the words are #before.ne,” and God is
the speaker. Christ was therefore Imman-
ael, God manifest in human nature, Mat-
thew tellsus that Jesus told them farther

ilar interpolation by Luke. On the other
hand the tone of the verses is so much -

calmer than the preceding words of Jesus, - -
that they stiike the ear more naturally asa |

comment of Luke himself Good authoris
‘ties are about equally divided .o their opin-

-ions on this point. We adopt the latter |

view. All the people — (Mark 12: 37)

that John was the Elijab who was to come 'Christ's-poor in contrast with the pharisees
(Nial. 4: b; compare Luke 7:17) Prepare |and lawyers These had accepted John's
the way—On every occasion of the visit of | preaching, and prepared their hearts by re-
2 prince, whether native or a foreign visitor, - pentance-to-reccive Christ. Justified God

it ig the custom to send official messengers | —declared-that God’s plan for saving men |

to impress laborers and put the highways ' was-the right, one, and so they readily sub-
in travelling order It was dome, for in-'mitted to Christ’s teacliing (Matt. 3: 5; Luke
stance, in several cases, when the Grand:' 3:12). They came to Christ as having a
Duke cf Russia, father of the recently de-! right to the allegiance they bad formerly
- ceased Czar, visited the Enst. The high-| given their-impnsoned master.
ways are usually mere tracks, which would | .
i 30. Rejected for themselves (R. V.)

- not, in this country, be recoghized as roads,. te
or hardly as Indian trails, and yet they are | —frustrated, as far as-they were concerned,

the avenuus of an-immense commerce  But | the counsel of God. God's plan was that egf
- much work is needed to make the way! DY repenting of sin and accepting Christ, &

tolerable for the-passage of o prince.and his ' they should enter the kingdom of God. The

escort.  (Di. 1. B. Hall)

28. Born of women—a genernl de-
seription of mankind (Job 14: 1). Compare
Gal. 4: 4. Qur Saviotr's true humanity is

i refused Jobn, and so would not now comef#

{to Jesus. They were too proud and selff Ji3
righteous to submit to the hrmbling docj 83
trines ofeither. © Frustrated by word anddeed[§ ¥
God's way of salvation-tn their own cases (Gal)

i




‘2:21).  Man cannot foil God's plan for the
world, but he may render it vain for kim-
sl (Lindeay.) ‘This explanation of tho
evangelist prepares us for the charge of in-
consistency which Christ now lays against
them.

Sl Like unto children—This is the
‘only place in the Bible where children’s
games are mentioned (compare Zech. 8: 5).
They seem to have been playing at «wed-
ding” and “funeral.” Ou. group complains
that, do what they will, the others «won't
play right? At the wedding they won't
dance and at the funeral they won't wail.
80, Christ says, the Pharisees disliked the
searching rebukes of John, for they did not
feel that they were sinners ; and they hated
still more his own gracious teaching, for it set
no valueupon their heartless, formal cere-
monies. They said that John was possessed
with a devil, and that Jesus was a bud man.
# The sense of the-comparison.is, ye are like
a band of wayward children, who go on with
their own.game, at one time gay at another
grave, and give no heed to any one .else,

" and expect every one should conform to
them. Youwere angry at John because he
would not dance to your piping, and with
me because I will not weep to your dirge.

_John censured your licentiousuess, I your
hypocrisy ; you, therefore, vilify both, and

. ‘rejéct the good counsel of God, who has

" devised & variety of means for your salva-
tion (Luke 7:30) (Wordsworth.) We have
piped—played on a pipe, an instrument
somewhat resembling a flageolet. We have

Sinner's Friend”

mourned—R. V. “weo wailed,” after the
fushion of hired mourners-at s funeral,

28. Eating no bread nar drinkin

‘wine (R. V.)—living & hermit's life, an

dining-on leousts and wild honey. Every
day was a fast day with him (Luke 18:192).
His ascelic-mode of life was displessing to
the courtiers and Sadducees,.and hisfearless
rebuke of sin offended the self-richteons.

Eating and drinking—His first mivacle
-supplied the lack of wine at a wedding feast
(John 2; 2). He accepted invitationsio the

tables of the rich (Luke 7: 36; John 121 2),

-and we never resd of his fasting, or of his
disciples:doing so; but.he deferded them in
not fasting (Matt.9:16.). A friend of pub-

licans and sinners—(Luke 15:2; 19 7).
1t was not true that Jesus ate and drank fo
excess, or that he companied with bad peo-
ple bécause he was bad himself. But it i
true-that Jesus made himself & friend and

.companion-of all so-that be might turn them

from sin to himself. The words they spoke _
in-gcorn are his proudest title now—«The

86, Wisdom ~— divine wisdom. Prov.
g8and 9;1 Cor.1; 23,24. Justified of allher
children—The children-of wisdom are the
divinely wise, the spiritually-minded, «of”
whom, or “at the hands of” whom, Godls
plan is approved. Those who, like the

-pharisees and lawyers, ¢ resist the counsel
-of God,” show thereby that they are not-God’s

children.

SUMMARY AND REVIEW.

Lauguishing in the prison fortress of Machaerus, John the Baptist craved some new assu-

rance from Jesus that-he was-indeed the Christ.

He was still a prophet of the old dispensa-

tion, and Inosed for such a Messiah ag most Jews.expected. But Jesus did not seem to
come up-t this ides. He:gave no sign of purging with his ¢ fan ”” and butning up the
chaff. Gloomy thoughts, arising largely from his confinement and inactivity, arose in  _
his .pind. Might he noc have bzen mistaken? Might not.Jesus only be another propbet .
like hiraself, but holier, who heralded.the adventof Messinh. Surely Jesus himselfwounld
kpow. He would send-and-ask him. Accordingly he sent two of his disciples, asking .
him, ¢ Art thou the-Coming One, or is He yet to come?” The answer of Jesus shows
! that he fully understood Jokn's state of mind. He did not upbraid him for wavering
{.; . faith, nor enter ihito a discussion. of Scripture, as he did on the way to Emmaus on the
aflernoon:of his resurrection, nor curtly answer « I am,” leaving Jotu to rest his trem-
bling sou! upon a simple assertion, thus to try his faith still more; but he bade ihe

B messengers, ** Look1” ¢ Listen!” *Tell1”

Picture to Jobn what they saw, and et

" I hear the ¢ gracious words” spoken. His own faithful heart would do the vest. And
" he gayo-him a Lenediction, « Blessed is-he who-shall find-no .umbling block in me.”
When the messengers had departed: Christ Commendéd John to the people in vivid,

dramatic eloguenve |

Be-spoke of 1o one &lse-in such-high terms.

John he declared to

be the greatest man that bad ever lived. Yet, as if suddenly recollecting himself, he

& this true ?

‘added, ¢ Nevertheless tho humblest of my followers {8 greater than he,” In what respect

Than Jobn there was No Greaterin Chgracter. . No bending reed, vielding to every

) popular demand, but a sturdy oak or immovable rock, v?ho planted himself firmly for

+




7 IV, Manner of Puiting a Question.

tighteousness und purity of fife. Nosilkeclud couviive fwwntnp apon Herxd, bat one
who told xoldiers and swlducess, priests und Pharises, yey, oven Hoved and Heradius
thewseives, 1o-theie faces, their sing, and compsotled rospect for hia_camel’s hair conk and
Jewthern givdle, No greater than Jobc in Office. Fe was the only prophet who had
boen himeelf tha-subject of prophecy. Othera had foretald the Messiab, he pointed him
ent with hig finger. He was the Forerunner who announced that the kingdom of Gad
wag-at hand, and prepared tho way in-the hearts of men for the recaption of His words.

With him the « goodly fellowship of the prophets " o8 completed. No greater than

Johnin influence. 1n Matthew's account of these words Jesus rompares the crowds
that Rocked around John to the rush of a victorious srmy into a captured city. The
fallow-ground was broken up by John into which Christ sowed the eced.

The Humblest Ghristian-is Greater than John in Knowled e—Our Sabbath School
wcholars know more about Christ than he did. We Lave-seen Calvary and its Cross. Wo
havo read-the New Testament. We have nearly 1900 years of Christian experience to
teach us. In Privileges—We live in the dispensation of the Spirit. To ‘he brighter
light-of the gaspel. In Sonship—- Beloved now are we the sons of God.” The Spirit

- hears witness to our filial relation to God through-Christ. Great though Jobn was he was

but in & servant's.place, he had not attained to the standing of those who-are ¢ joint heirs

". with Christ. ,
' ff John was so great why did:not the peuple recognize his greatness? Because they
were fickle-minded. They rejected him for the same reason that they rejected Christ.”

Some Justified God, accepting his way of salvation, testing his worik, and proving its
afficacy to give peace to the soul. These were the Humble, the Penitent, the Wise,
whom heavenly wisdom bad enlightened. Others Rejected God, frustrating his plan
so-far.as thoy were concerned. These wero the SeH-Righteous, the Insincere, the
Worldly, Illustrate.these classes and apply: their obvious lessons
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. BLACKBOARD HINTS.

:By‘fo). H. Aromizaup, Superinter. dent of St. Matthew's 8, §, Montreal, Qus. ) E
— CHRIST'S TESTIMONY TO JOHN. —

John @& Jesus -
Jesus “John g

WHEN

JANGER IS NEAR TRUST

\UTY GALLS POINT M TTPOTIN
OUBT COMES  LOOK - | INL :

Ten Minutes Normal Drili

based on the-text-book, * The §ahbath‘Schoul‘ Teacher’s Handbook ; or, the Princi?lcs and
Practice of Teachmg, with special reference to the Sabbath.School,” and prepared by Princi- |

pal Kirkland of the Toronto Normal School.

oo {Continued.)
1. State the question to the whole class, and ak one to answer.
2. Simultancous-questions may be used with young-pupils.’
; 8, Important questions should-be-asked in-a variety-of ways.
¥, Tests of » Good Answer. )
1. Itshould:be fall and completo.
2, Itshould begiven in the-form of a sentence.
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FELLING AND QUESTIONING. (CHAPTERVI - L
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