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LEss&N 9. DEOEMBEIR 2nd,_ 1894. 4thl Qlrauita.i

Chrisf's 'testim ony to John. LuxKE 7: 24-35.

(Commit ta mlemory verses e7-28.)

G(-LDEN TExT, DàxLv PORTIONS.
<rl3ehold I send my anessenger before thy A2h eeU2fo hL.R .)

face." Luire 7: 27. Mo ý'DAY-Christ's TÉestimony tojohn. -

Pitovz THAT L uie 7: 24.35.,
WNe aeto tbe witnesses for Christ. Acts i.-8. 'TuÉsDAY-Testirnony of-thre People.I Matt. 21: 23.32.

SHOP-T.%R CATECHISM. j WEDrNESDAY-Iferod's Testiniony.
Quest. lo4. Wflat iýo 'we pray for in tke Mark-6:- 14-20.

fourtk MUtitiim A. la the fourth petition. THuRsDAY-Greet in the-Sightof the Lord.
(which is, Give us tAis day x4tedaily bra) -Luire 1: 5.17.

-epr, Thet of God's free gift we niay re-
celv-e-a-competenit -portion of the good things
oftbis life, and enjoy his blessing with them.

LnssoN VMs

CIIILI)nN's- EYMNAL Nos. 7, 218, 27t 31.

FRiDAY-The Forerunner.
Luire i: 67-8à,

SÂuunA-The Voice.

Matt. 3 -2
-SABBATHr-A Shining Liglit.

MNOFTES AND- -EXPLANATUONS,
ilTRO»UCTRou. About four months before thse date of our lpsson, Herod Antipas lied

seized John and-imprisoned'hlm iii-the Ionuly fortress of Machaerus, situated about n'tao
________________________miles eastof the northern end of thse Desda

Sea (see nap). Tise-reason for hi sdoing se
Jerloho o is given inMatt 14: 3-5. I}using-this period,

0 o oce Jesue was engagMd in preachingad..teO1ng
O Bethehem hroughout Galilee. The incidents wbich,

gaers otho words contained-in Our~ les-
son occurred shortly after t'ha miracle -at

Wtlderneas I O me Nain (cli. 7: 11-17). Pining la. hie loniely^
Sesdungeon.Join, seems to baye craved soute

Daad reassuring word-froni Christaud accordiglfy
0 Ilebron easwtt to hiua two- cf hie disciples toask bfi,

"9Art-thon he that should-corneor looks 'nef for another? Ilu Ineply, Jésus bade thse_________I____________ uesengers tell John- what wonders they en*
and heard. The -recitel-ofthese, nmore titan

any more assurance frons Hie lips, wonld iheer thse discouraged prophet. Paraflel pas-
sage, Matt. Il-. 7.19.

Lsssoiq PLAN. Christ Conending John. vs. 24-2.8. IL Christ Oondemninag the
-People. vs. 29-35.

1. Cffusr CowziDisG Joan. 24. The
mnessengers--the two. disciples who had
oe. sent to inquire "tArt thou lie thet-
* hould cone? I Our Saviour hastens te re-
niove the unfavorablo impression whicls
Jolin!s apparent doubt of his e lesiship

ia-y ha.Ve' occasionud, and to restore conifi-
dance in hlm notwithstanding that he waBnowl,0ovcrshadowed by the greater popularity

of hiraseif, langumshing in e tyrant'e pri-on.
The will5erness- --- the district between
Bethlehem and-the Dead, Sea, wbere John
-had-beenbroughtup (Luire _1_80>, and where
lieebegan bis rnin-istry (M1att. 3: 1). A reed
-ci The reed, of Egypt and Palestine iÉ a
ývevry teil cane, growing twelve fect high,
witl a magnificent panicle of blossoras ut
:the top, And so slender and yielding that it

Th Tfl555' ?aNPAP-.&nO2eiLa&inanis piubILshed weekly by-the General Assemb!y's Sabbath &Jho01
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wilI le perfect1y flat Under r gilet of Wlld, predithwn HeIal ktite
and ti homdintely reumm its upright poqitiein. in the kîn de of heaven (U. V.).-1y

Itgosl rat caucbrakes la mny ptirts "lkingdom et hea&ven," thu spiritual ki gdlow
of altie peilyon the west side of which Ohristfounded, is mednt. Thok;e who
the ]3ead S'ea, where, nourishcd by the waym ýare ilbut littie"I or cc lesser»' i feriore, in
springs, it liues-thui shoro for several miles that kingdom-are Greater -than he-c" Net
with an Impeaetrable fringe-the lair cf -greater i porsonal character nor in exterual
ild boaia nand leopards-to the exclusion condition, Ibut kipresent privilege, preroga-

of ail other -.ogetation. On the bank8 of ti ve, utation as th-vleast chiid. is-greaterthiau
the Jordan it occurs in grat patnhes but the -highest servant!' (Abbott) He is greater
not so lofty. (Canon TrisLram ) John was in respect to the developmnent of his knowl-
not a fiekie, changeable man, veering with edge, spiritual insight and experience. TÉhe
oery tur of the wind of pepularity. He- humblest Christian kno)vs more about Christ
nocither catered to the publie for applause, than John did; enjoys more of the hIoly
ixor tmuckled tW -the king for patronage. He Spirit, for He applies to him the benefits
wns-a muan of dauntless courage, inflexible. purchased by Christ; John was a servant
resolutionand fearless tongue. though a propho-et i a sou (Rom 8: 14-17);

26. oft airnnt-Iexemnds and, -in fine, ho belongs tW a new-andbrighter
25.Soi taimnt-ieremndsthra f-era in île historycf redemption.. In Mat-.

the camnelle hair coat and leathema, girdie i thow's account Christ goes on to say that
whieh John wore, and the locuste and wild multitudes thronged around John like a bo-
ioncy on which hofared (Matt. 3: 4 There sieging army euîering, pouring intoe a cap-

Ir, an ixnplied contrast with, the effeminate turd city. * Wben John came the prophetie
courtiers of Herod, tIns arousing feelings of1 dispensation ended-.and *,ha new cm -dawyned.
respect-and admiration: for-John. Live- del. For John was the Elijah cf whidh Malachi
icately--live in, Iuxury, referring to the _ spoke.
*wll Mode cf life. The word la from a
verbwhich menste -enervato by debaudhl Il. CuRisT CO2nDEMNDtG TE PEOPLE. 29.
ery and excees. Kings' ceurts-Tlie Herods I is netquite cîcar whother verges 29 and
bad palaces nt Tibrilas, Cinsarea Philippi 3 eeso~nb hit raeacmet

aud Jcr~alem. Iy the evangelist. In favor cf tIe formaer
26. Much- more than aprophet-John view js the fact that the words ihîe-

was the only prophet whose coining had 1Lord said," tu- verse 31, are spurlous, nit-
be predicted (Mal. 3: 1); others merely! thora ia ne sucli break in the continuity cf
foretold the coming cf Christ, ha actually 1the subject; the words corne naturaily in
poinQted hlm eut (John 1; 29); and heê wM cennaction with the verses lu Matthew Te-
in iminediato personal relation te, Christ as garding the thronging crowds just referrcrd
bis Foremuirer, preparing the people We lis- te-; andý thera is nei other examnpleý cfa aira-

tWthsteaclxîngs(Johii 3: 26-36). ilai' interpolation by Luke. Ou the 'other
biand the toule cf the -verses is so much

27. 0Of'whom it is written-(Mal. Icalmer than the preceding wvoras cf J'éasus,
3:- l~ sa.40: 3; Lukel-~15-11, 76). in mal- tîtteîtrike--the -ar more natuî'ally as-s.
aclai the werds are ";before mÈe," and God is comment of Luke hiraseif. Good autheri,;

tiel, God-manifest lu human nature. M1at- ions on tliis point. We adopt the latter
-thew-telis -us that Jesus told thera further view. Ail the people - (Mark 12: 3ù.)
tînt John was-the Elijab whc was te coeeChrist's-poor iu coutrast wuth the pharisees
(XiaL 4: 5; compare Luke 7: 17> Prepare 1aud lawyers Thue bad accepted Jobn!s
the way ..Qýa every occasion cf the visit cf 1pre-hîn#, and prepared their Iearts by rea.
ný prince, whether native or a foreigu visiter, -pentance-tn-teccive Christ. Justified-God
it is tle-custora te send official messengers .--devlared-that God's -plan for saving men
te limpress laborers and put ths highways was-tIr right eue,.aud-se they readfly eub-f
la. travelling order It 'v«s doue, for iu- rnitted teo-.hrists tcaching (Mlatt. 3:5;i Litho
stance, iu several cases, wheu the G-ran&~ 3: 12). TIoy came te Christ as having a
Duke cf-Russia, father cf ýtIc rccently de-- rigit te the alleffiance they bad formerly t
ceased Czar, visitad the East. The high- given ther-imprisoued master.
ways are usuallî xner tracks, whichl would î
nlot, in dis country, be rocot-nized as roads,,' 30. Re jecd for themuselves (. .
or liardiy as hudian-trails, and yet they are -frù trated as ýfat'as-thcy wore concerned,
the avenuef, of an-im Mense commerce But -the counsel cf -God. God's ýplan was thnt
niuch work i8 neuded to make 'the way bIy repenting cf sin and acceptlng christ
tolerablo for the ýpassage-ocfa prince-and his île>- shonld enter tue kingdom cf -Go. phey
escort. (Dr. 1. H. -Hall) refuscd John, and se wcuid net uow cot

te Jesus. Thoy were toc prend and relif
28. Born of womnen-a genemal de. rigltteous tW sabrait tW the brmblîng 4ecj

scription cf mankind-(JTob 14- 1). Compare trinesocf citer. 1rscUdZjo-aJe
6Qa1. 4: 4. Our Saviour's truc humanity is God's way q/avL~nf leuî c sues (Gal



'I

2. 21). Mqia cauxiot foil GotlS plan for t4o
~werld, but ho nm>y render it vain for him-
scIV2 (Llndgay.) Thh4 explanationi of the
evaigolist prepares us for the, charge of in-
consistency which Christ now lays againet
them.

SI. Like unto childten-This ie the
'only place in the Bible wbere ohildren'e
games are mentioned (compare Zech. 8- 6).
They seera te have been playing at "lwed-
ding" sudi«funeral." OL> group complaine
that, do xvhat they will, the othere 4t won't
pltiy right?" At the wedding they won't
dance and at the funeral they won't wail.
b'o, CJhrist isays, the Pharisecs dleliked the
searching rebukes of John, for they did not
feel that they 'vere sinners ; and t>hey hated
sVili more his own gracious teaohing, for ii set
no vainerupon their heartiess, formai cere-
moules. They said-that John ivas pessed
witlt a devil, and that Jesns was a bad man.
ciThe sense of the-co.nparisoenx je, ye are-like
a band of wayward children, who go on with
their owngame, at co time gay at another
grave, and give ne heed te any one else,
and expet every one gheid conform te
theru. You were angry at John because ho
would net dance tu your piping, anid witb
me because 1 will not weep to your dirge.
John censured your liceatiouness, 1 your
hypocrigy; yon, therefore, vitify both, and
c rjéct the good. counsel of God,' who bas
çievised a variety of meane for your salva-.
tien (Luke 7.3.0)." (Wordswrth.) We have
piped-playved on a pipe, an instrument
eonxewhat resembling a flageolet. We have

rnuraxed-1. V. ciwe %wailed," aftor tt
fashion of hired orretafnoa.

33. Eating no bread nor drinki*ng
-wine (Rl. V.)-livîng a hermit's lifè, and
dining-on loonsts and wild honey. Every
day was a fast day wlth him (Luke 18*. 12).
His aceLle mode of life was disple&Ring te,
the courtiers and Sadducees,.and hie fearlees
rebuke of Rqin offended the self-ri'thteous.
Eating and drinkingý--He firet miracle
supplied the lack of wine at a wedding-feaat
-(John 2;2). Re accepted invitations te the
tables of the rich (Lýuke 7: 3Gý John 12:.2),
-aud we neyer read of hie fasting, or of bisa
-disoiplesgldoing so; but he defefrded thera in
,netfasting(Matt.,9:1.5.>. A friend of pub.
licans andi sinners-(Luke 1M. 2; 19: .7).
It wafi noV truc that Jesus ate and drank te
excese, or that he companied- withl bad peo,-
pie bècause hle wae bad hiraself. But iii îs
true ýthat Jesus muade himeilf a friend and
,cempanion-of ail -se that be might>turn them
from, sin- te hiruseif. 'the words they epoke
iu scorn are bis prondet titie now-"cThe
-sin ues Friend."t

35. Wisdorn - divine wiedom. Prov.
Sand 9;1 Cori1; 23,-24. Justfied effali-her
children-The cbldren-of w iedom are the
divinely wlee, the epiritually-minded, a of"I
whoni, or 91at the hands cf"I whom, <3cd's
plan îe appreved. Those who, like the
pharisees and lawyers, ':resist the counsel
of 0 ed,"I showthereby that they are net God~s
cblildren.

SIJMMARY AND REVIEW.
Languishîng in the prieon fortrese of Machaerus, Jchn the Baptist craved sonne new sau-

tien, and 1rýo&ed for sucli a Meslah as-most Jews, expeted. But Jeas did net seera te
coule up i. -this ides. Ro-gave ne bigu cf pnrging with hisel fan Iland, buraiug np theychaif. Gloorny-thought-s, arising Iargoly from bus confinement and inactivity, arose in
hîsie ud. blight he ne; have heen mistak-en? Might net-Jens only be another prophet
likte biesseif, but bolier) who heralded the adventof Messiah. SurelyJesue himsolf-.would

Hknew. Ho would sendand-ask hlm. Accordingly he sent twe of hie, disciples, asking
hi hlm,4 "Art thou thes Comning One, or ie He yet te cone ?"l The answer cf Jesune shows
that lie îuiîy understood Johàns state cf mind. Re did net npbraid hlm for wavoning

ýÀfith, ner enter inte a discussioný cf Écripture, as ho did on the way te Emmaus on the,
afiernoon cf hie resurrectien, nier curtly auswer ci I amn," Ieaving Jcd'ur te reet hie trern-
bling soul upon a simple assertion, thus te try bis faith stili more; but ho bade the
zqessengers, 'lLoek]J " lListenT 1 l ltell Il" Picture -te John what they saw, ani let
hM hear the "gracious svords" spoken. Hiti own faithfnl heart would.do tin, ret, And
ho gaveýhîrua-benediction, ".Blessed lale who-shah findne ýumbliaig-biclia m"

When the messeugexe had departed- Christ Cem mended uJohn te the people, in vivid,
drainatic ehoquerive H> Espoke cf ne one elseila auch-high-terme. John he declared to,
be tbe-grvatost man that bad ever Iived. Yot, as if çuddenly recollecting himself; ho
'added, '-Nevert>heless the huabitsto f my fellowera legreater than ho." I what-respect
i,- this- truec?
~ Than Jlohn there was No Greater-in-Character. No bendiug roed, yielding te every'

Ipopular dtemnnd but a sturdy oal- or immovable rock, who planted hlmself âmy f6r



ajhe1I~~s .nd P-udtv of lIfe. No) .ikcld çô1tw f,»~n fio lŽ d u ~
Who M tkbi d I4ce.prlestr anrd ph a e, eveý on lorod ~wdan d i

thebutw's, to theU fae2 th(ir '4n , comi cxo -peBe rcaped foi bld c4IWctV bair tent and

Ituathsrn girdie. No greater thae» Jobt. lu Office. Et was thûo nly prophet wrho ha(!

beeri hiruseif the-subject of prophecy. Othera hati Uc8~1 bo~osiab, he pointeti hm
ont *ith his inger, lit, was -the Forerumner who announud that the klngdom of fl-IM
waY« at band, and prepareti tho- way in-the hcarts of men for the reception of Etis words.

With hlm tic ti goodly felouw8hip of the prophet " -~s completed. Togreater than

John-in Influence. In Matthew'a account of them words Jesus "empares the cro'wdsi
that fiocked arounti John to the rush of a victorieus uriy into a capture,] city. TPhe
fallow -grounti was broken up by John into which Christ sowed the Peeed.

The -umblest Oibristian- is-Oreater than John in Knowledize-Our Sabbatb Se'hooi
sebolars know more about Christ tisai he did. We e bave-seen Ca'slây and its Cross. Wo
have read-tise New Testpment. Wu-have nearly 1900 years of Christian experieuce to

teach us. lu -Privi!egs-WVe live iu tisa dispenâation cf the Spirit. Tu the brighter
light-of tise gospel, luSonship-" ýBeloved now arc wo the sons «f Lied! Thse Spirit
hears wituess to our filial, relation to (led -througis Christ Oreat thougb John was ho was

luit in a servaut's place, -ho had flot attained- to, the standing of tisose who -are iljointimeis
wltI Christ!'

If Johni was se great *hy did- notthle peuple- rucognize bis grcatuoss~ tBecause thoy

were. filkle-nuinded. They rejectedhiu for thse sanie reason that they rejected Christ.
Somne Justified'God,-aucepting-bis way of salvation, testing-bis wortb, andi proving lUs
efficaoy te give peace to tise soul. These vscre the Humble, thse Penitent, ' bc Wise,
,whomn heavenly wiedoru Lad eulightened. Others Rejected God, frustiating his plan
so,-frýas tboy wçre Iconcernt!d. Thesu were the $elf-Righteous, thse Insincere, tise

warldly. Illustrate tisese classes and applytheir obviis sons

BLAOKBOARD) HINTS.
13y-oxo. H..ARoniuALD, Super!Vter.ient cf St. Matthew's S. S, Montreal, Que.

- HRIST'S TESTIVONY TOô JOHN.-

John J@ esus
J-esus 1e> Jýohýný

WHEYD UTY OAILU POINT Tf(
OUBT GOMES LOOKTujhU
ANGER$R TRUSTT

Teh Minutes, Normal DritË
based on the-text-book, «'Te Sabbatis School- Teacher's I-landbook ; or,,tise Principles and
Pirtice of Teachumg, with, special reference to the SabbathSchool,." andi prepared byi Prci

pa l ianti cf thse T'oronto NorneSchooi.

TELUING AND QUESTIONING. (CHAPTEKR Vil)

IV. Manner of- Puting a Question.
1. litato thse question te thse whole clsa, andi ask one te awswei.

2. Slmultaneousque4105i5 may bo used with young pùUpils.'

3, Important questions should-bo ashed-lu a-varlety cf ways.

V. T!ests- of P, Good AnÈwer.
1. It thould-bo full- snd coiniplele.
2. Lt-shonld'be-given iu tse -forra cf a sentence.


