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TO THE READERS OF THE CHRISTIAN.

Brerureny aNDp Frienps:—You have now before you the rirst
number of the secono Volume. A large majority of you have, doubt-
less, read the first volume. You have had at least a partial knowledge
of the cause we advocate. A full developement of all its principles,
tendencies, and results, could not be exhibited in’ so small a compass
as one volume. Many subjects have been commenced during the past
year, which require some time to illustrate. Questions, also, have arisen
in the minds of some, on readingarticles in our past productions, which
are before us, and they should be answered. No principle can be
considered on a permanent foundation until at least all the rational
objections can be removed. It has always given us pleasure to give a
reason, not only of our hope in Christ, but also an answer to all the
arguments which we may hear urged against the principles we advo-
cate. If they can or cannot be removed, is left with you, my friends,
to decide; for all that has been written against our views, which we
considered worth your perusal, has beeu laid before you. We pro-
mise not to oppose the faith or practice of any whom we will not hear.
We shall continue to act on the principle that, that system which is not
of sufficient importance ‘to be heard, is not worth roticing. He, who
in conversation with another, appropriates all the time to himself,
without giving the other an opportunity, cither of explaining his views
or defending his sentiments, acts not more absurdly and dogmatieally,
than he who charges an individual, or a sect, in a regular publication,
with false, dangerous, and blasphemous sentiments, without, through
the same medium, giving the accused the same privilege claimed by
bimself. Politicians, infidels, and rigid sectarians, may cequire a party
print to sustain a doubtful cause; but those who arc engaged in the
& amination of unadulterated truth, need no such auxiliary. "These
ha: 2 nothing to lose but error,and ‘of this they desire to be dispossessed.
They know of no better plan to come at the truth, on any subject, than
by contrasting it with error. Neither do they set themselves up as
judges, to lord their faith over others’ consciences, but fearlessly and
fuithfully spread what their opponents may say before the readers of
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their own views, and leave them to their conclusions. * Who ever
Encw truth hut to the worse in a free and open encounter I* Why then
should we fear to hear ourselves, or permit others to hear, all that may
or can be svid against the tuth.  The truth of God will bear scrutiny.
It has passed many u fiery ordeal, and like the pure gold it has sus.
tained no injury. Never do men advance more rapidly and firmly in
scriptural knowledge, than when contending sword in hand (I mean
the sword of the Spirit) for every item of their faith and practice. It
is true, there are extremes; but it is far better to have a community
scrutinizing every article of their faith and practice, though it should
occasionally exhibit the appearance of controversy, than supinely to sit
down, and say to those differing from them, *leave me slone, and I
will you!” It was this supineness and indiffercnce which brought on
the dark ages—ages which spread not only blight and dismay over the
Church of Christ, but prostrated literature and science, until there was
scarcely any thing deserving the name. Such would be the results
again, were such a weak and cowardly practice carried out to its legi-
timate end. Man’s mental, like his physical powers, permitted to lie
idle, become weak and inefficient. See the muscles of ¢ Vulcan’s’” arm;
how full, solid, and strong ! The heated iron feels their power with ten-
fold vigor, compared with the arm of sloth’s voluptuous son. Whyis
it 501 Nature has done no more for the former than thelatter ! But this
individual has been educated in the lap of luxury and inactivity ; the
other has kept the powers the God of Nature has conferred upon him
healthfully employed. So it is with the inteliect—the more constant its
healthful exercise, the more strength it acquires. 'This principle also
holds good in relation to religious faith and practice. He who is most
anxious to test his views and feelings by the werd f God, and is most
familiar with secret prayer and meditation, is the disciple whe grows
most rapidly in grace and in knowledge. That disciple who contends
the most earnestly, with the spirit of his Master, for *“the faith once
delivered to the Saints,” is the most useful in the Church of God.
Relative to all this, my friends, you may remark, ‘“theories and
analogies are splendid taings, but we want the facts.” That is right—
we are lovers of facts. Idear them: From the creation of man, until
the closing scene of revclation, the faithful servants of God have al-
ways been active—they have had continually to contend for every inch
of ground which they have occupied, and have always been opposed
by the ungodly. But since the commencement of the Christian dis-
pensation, in particular, has it been true that God’s people have been
a persecuted people—they have ever realized the truth announced by
pur Apostle: “all that will live godly in ChristJesus, shall suffer perse-
cution.” But, notwithstanding all this opposition and reproach, theit
sufferings and- slanderings, in giving us a history of the whole, they
have given us both sides. Moses gives us the arguments of both Pha-
roah and himself’; the author of Job gives even the arguments of Satan;
Matthew spreads before us on the same page the words of Satan and
tht Messiah,~—of the Pharisees, Sadducees, and Herodians, and their
refutation by the Lord; Faul and Luke also faithfully deligeate all
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those questions and arguments which agitated the religious and irreli-
gious community in their days.

" These are some of our acts. Who then can say he is an imitator
o« who through fusth and patience inherit the promises, and yet is
meathng to give s kearers aud readers both sides of all questions !
Brethreu wnd friends, can you inform us why it is that nearly all the
prelmous publications of the different denominations endeavour to keep
gui people ignorant of every thing beyond the pale of their commu-
toon? It s said they hate controversy ! FHate controversy !} 'Those
tshoframe this excuse are, generally, persons who have the most to say
Na aefence of their own systems, and against others, in the absence of
thsir opponents.  And those the wost loud against supposed heresy,
Bue the most unwilling to give both sides of a controversy. A gain, we
Mukwhy is it so? Are opposers of the truth worse than Satan? for the
Rlord permitted him to exhibit his arguments ; or are modern religious
foublications more immaculate than God’s divine word? Ah? bre-
Eiren and friends, these are not the causes! A conscious weakness—
g fear that the system will not stand the test of raiional and seriptural
goiestigntion.  * Qur churchies will be divided, our readers will be dis-
glased, or the public will be distracted,” is the cry of some. Churches
ot built on the foundation of the Apostles and Prophets ought to be

B

Ruded—the soonsr the better.  If readers are not pleased with the
Huth, we cannot help it; they shall have the other side ; they can then
@rove ull things, and hold fast that whichis good. Those whose minds
not settled on the truth should be distracted and perplexed, until
can settle dowa into the pure 2ir of the Gospel. e who endea-
Gorsto please churches and individuals, and is ever fearful of disturbing
emind of seme fastidious sou’, will do but little towards advancing
trath as it is in Jesus. We, therefore, friends and brethren, shall
ndeavor to please our Master-—to imitate him. Inteniionally, we shall
ot seek to displease any person living—much less any sincere seeh.r
f iith and righteousness. But from laying down the sword of the
pirit, covering over any error, or seeking to please men by keeping
¥k unpalatable truths, we pray God to preserve us.
Friends, we may rest assured that, where churches or individeals get
raged, and exhibit much uaholy opposition, by endeavoring to tra-
ceand calumniate those who are endeavoring to introduce reform
nong them, they are in adeplorable condition.  Such a state of things
ould bring on a prostration of the mental energies of the disciple of
inst; and soon (in the words of Dr. Clarke), ¢ Mother Church would
assume her ascendancy, and feed us withlatin massesand wafer gods.”
What we mean by fair open discussion, is not personal recrimina-
00, nor an effort to see who can say the most, have the last word, or
uwiite the most sarcastic; but calinly aud honestly admitting all you
ofan opponent’s theory, and the remainder stating your reasons for
ting, and leave the conclusions to be drawn by the reader. The
riority of this mode of procedure cannot be better illustrated than
e following narrative of facts :
grome thne previous to 1829, the celebrated Rosert Owen, Esq., of
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New Lanark, Scotland, who, at that time, boasted of having read fiye
hours per day for furty years, visited the United States, to disseminate
infidel principles.  Religion, matrimony, and private property, wer
his trinzty of evils ! To extinguish from the mind the idea of a God
and a future state ; to abolish the sacredness of the matrimonial cop
tract ; to make worse than animals the whole human family—to indyce
all to form one comwmunity, so far as property was concerned, was what
the well disciplined mind of Robert Owen determined on accomplish-
ing.  Christianity was in his road ; he could not proceed only upon
its ruins.  He, therefore, challenged the clergy to meet him in a pub
he debite—he affirming that all religions were false ! Whether it was
considered unfashionable by the clergy to prove their own principlesin
the presence of an oppenent who had the privilege of replying; con
tempt of Mr. Owen, or fear of discomfiture, it is not for us to deter-
nune ; but certawn it is that his challenge had been published in several
newspapers more than seven years before it was accepted.  Daring
this time he purcnased a fine tract of land in Indiana, commencedthe
settlement of the town of * New Harmony,” and laid eut the city of
« Mental Independence.”  Infidelty went forward with rapid strides.
But a man was found in the person of Alexander Campbell, who rea
dily accepted Jis cliallcuge, and in defence of the truth took his stand
as a man, convinced that the truth would sustain him.  In a diseus
sion of eight or nine days, he not only exploded the whole “so
cial system,” but has given to the public a triumphaut refatation of
every system of scepticism, and has showed to the world the perma
nent basis on which the Christian’s hopes are based !

Had Alexander Camnpbell been silent, in the course of a few yearsthe
tables of the American Congress would doubtiess have groancd under
the petitions to the government for aid to stop the progress of “s
cialism!”  But no, so completely did Mr. Owen feel his defea,
that within a short tune he bid farewell to America, and gave up the
prospect of making Atheists of Americans, and terned his face again¥
the land of his forefathers. Itis scarcely necessary to add, for thein
formation of you, my friends, who reside m the British Provinces, tha
during the few years since, ln which Mr. Owen has Jabored in Britain,
he has been presented to Iler Majesty, and boasts of two hundrd
public advocates for the abolition of religion, matrimony, and privatepre
perty !!  And what are England’s lorded Bishops doing ? Why' pre
senting petitions to parliainent to put a stop to the progress of socialsu!
Soon we expect to hear that Mr. Owen is endeavuring to induce t
people to think that he is a persecuted muan—that no person is ablet
meet him in the fair ficld of opeu encounter.  The inhabitants of Bre
tain are too enhightened to permit any person, however base, to bes
cnificed at the stake for us rehgious cr irreligious views. What (e
will be the result of parliamentary opposition, and his cry of perse
tion? The procuning of fnends to Mr. Owen, no doubt, and the con¢
quent dissemination of infidelity.

We ask then, fricnds and brethren, no awd from secular powerd
the dissemination of truth. The purc Gospel will * win 1ts widens
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B way,” if you will give it a fair chance. Ercor will full hke Dagon before
B thearls, if permitted to be put 1n contrast with truth,  And though such
% 2 course should, for a time, agitate the public miad, when the . tormy
¥ nassions subside, like as the torrent which has dashed from rock to
R rock, falls purer and more tranquil intv the basin below than the stag-
@ nant pool, so will the mind, after having examiued all the couflictiug
8 srstems, find a sure and calm repose in full assurance of the truth of
& God. .
E That a publication, pursuing the course above described, is called
W for in these provinces, no lover of truth will question. To you, then,
Winends, as such we appeal for countenance and support. Just in
g roportion as we get a candid hearing, are we successful in the causc
e plead. It should then be the anxious desire of every friend to this
§publication to circulate it far and wide. It will correct errors and dis-
dshuse the public mind in relation to the sentiments we plead. We ask,
Gnoy, solicit your atiention one year more; give us a candid hearing,
Reed if you approve of the cause, you will endeavor ‘o extend the
Rivowledge of it among your friends and fellow citizeus.

i When this work commenced, we purposed writing but little ourself;
xout without really expecting it, we find. ourself engaged in writing the
Wereater part.  This we should gladly avoeid, could we select articles
Eadapted to the times and circumstances which frequently surround us.
BWesay, this we should gladly avoid, forit is a real task for us to write,
$pamcularly whon we have not an opportunity, in consequence of nu-
Emerous calls and duties, to sit more than three hours at a time at any
gnployment.  This fact will explain one cause why our articles are so
Biffuse. At first our articles were written twice, bui duties called, and
§z0on we gave them to the printer at first hand ; and the greater part
gfall we wrote for the last volume, the first pages were 1n the press
Before the last were written. You may ask what has this to do with
gte publication ! We answer, double our subscription list with good
dubseribers, and then we will be more careful, and give you more mat-
&0 Ina better style and smaller compass. At present, instead of re-
feving a salary for our labors, we have spent at least half of our ime
Hetting subscribers, collecting money, &e., and have not received one
Bound for our services!

4 4ll, therefore, that we can promise you ‘or the future is, that we
§illdo the best we can. We have come so far short of taking up the
¥msin our last year’s prospectus, that we must let if stand for the pre-
£t Most of the subjects have been glanced at ; but none perfected.
§'e will, however, merely add, that in addition to the subjects before
fu1n the first volume, we shall devote a few pages of several numbers
B 8 series of letters to mothers on the government of their children.
Onthe whole we will remark--THE Cnristian shall be what its
me imports; as it would that others should do unto it, so it will do
fo them. Yt shall plead for the truth—the whole truth, and nothing
tthe truth; so far as it is connected with the present and future hap-
ess of the human family. *

Vith thess promises, we commit the Christian to your patronage
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and support. And we beseech you, brethren, to hold fast the trmh;‘
biad 1t to your hearts; seek daly for more of that spirit which cve
animated the bosom of 1he dear Redeemer ; and never forget, in you
zecal to open the eyes of others, that, you were once in darkness your.
selves. A gradual developement of sunhght 1s the order of nature—gp
nature aever errs.  Were the eye, long covered with a film, immed,
ately exposed to the meridian sun—pain and anguish, and perhaps to.
tal loss of sight, would be the consequences. Think of this, and give
te your friends and neighbors, whose mental eye has long been darh.
ened with the doctrines and commandments of men, a gradual e
hibition of the pure gospel. ’

Friends, you who have not become followers of the Lamb, read the
scriptures attentively, bel:eve their facts, obey their commands, ay
you will know what 1t is to rejorce in hope of the glory of God.

- Ebirton.

e

BORN AGAIN.
“ Except a man be born or water and the spirit, he cannot cnter into the kingdn
of God.” Johnhi. 5.

The subject before us is one of the greatest importance.  Itision
mately connected with the present and future happiness of every ind
vidual of the human race. ~ Earthly kingdoms and crowns are astk
small dust of the balance in comparison. Reader, are you in tk
kingdom, concerning which the Saviour addressed Nicodemus? Han
you been born again? Do the three earthly witnesses——the spirit, th
water, and the blood, testify that you are born from above. If youa:g
swer in the affinnative—if this in reality is your situation, you haveij
noble birth—you are born to a high destiny—you are a citizen’of »
mean city; for the kingdom of which you are a member will break ng
picces and consume all other kingdoms, and shall stand forever! Anj
citizen, then, of Christ’s kingdom, act well your part, so that wlen thj§
king shall make his appearance to i -ortalize his subjects, in ordert
admission into his everlasting kingdom, we may hail nis coming wif
Joy and rapture. But, perhaps you only imagine that you are inbs
Church, when in 1eality you are not! Examine the subject carefulli]
your present decision may fix your eternal destiny. Momentous cor§
sideration! Let us-then approach the subject with hearts open to ct:§
viction. * Come let us reason together.” Reader, do you believe &
divine rccord? Will you bow with deference to its decisions? orif
you rather be guided by the opinions you have formed of the 18
cord ? What say you, “ 1 believe the record—I will bow to the eratg
of God. What that teaches on all subjects connected with my Rt}
and practice shall be final with me. My conclusions relative tosg
teaching shall be drawn by a careful comparison of its contente. g
own reasoming shall be laid aside, when it is not fully and fairly g
tained by the Word of God. In a word, I am ready to hear what G
the Lord shall say!” Are these your conclusions? We rejoice §
hear them ! Thou art not far from the kingdom of God.” Give t§

~
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vour hand.  With the inspired volume before us, we will endeavor 1o
jearn what the Saviour meant, when he said Except a man be born
of water and spinit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.”

Did the Saviour mean * water baptism,"” when he said * born of
water I Now, reader, we have agreed to subwmit the decision of the
question to the word of God.  Let us then sce what the record says
about water.

When God created the heavens and the carth, the spirit ¢“moved (or
brooded) upon the face of the waters.” This was the first creation.
Moscs calls this the generation of the heavens and the carth.  Inthe
sentence under  consideration, the Lord Jesus is speahing of another
creation, or generation, and therefore culls it being born again.  Asthe
irst creation was called a generation, so the second may be called a re-
generation : we say it may—it is thus designated ; so that being born
agrin is a recreation—a regeneration. But what connexion has water
wil it? What had water to do with the creation of this mundane sys-
tem? ‘The spirit brooded over the shapeless mass of derapged matter,
and the carth was horn—light burst upon it—vegetable and animal ex-
isiences ave brought forth, and the sons of God shout vor joy ! Who so
blind as not to he able to trace analogies here ?

Water kas been connected witl the service of God under all dispen-
sations.  Why, then, should it be thought a thing ineredible that the
Lord Jesus should fiud use for it dunng the Christan dispensation!
I'the Scripture under consideration has a plaia literal mear: ng, then
we need not hesilate a moment 1o the application; for pothisg can
more fitly represent a being ¢ born of water,” than emerging fiom the
baptismal fount—than conung forth fiom the water, atter having been
plant d in th. likeuess of the Saviour’s death. Why, then, should we
seeh for another interpretation!  We canuot now call to mind but few
places in the New Testament where the word water occurs, but must
be tahen in its hiteral acceptation.  Would the Saviour, think you, usc
an ambiguous word when addressing an enquirer on a subject of so
great iinportance, and not gne him-an explanation? When he used the
word in any other than its actual acceptation, he always applied a qua-
Iing epithet. Tor example, when conversing with the Samaritan
womau, he contradistingwished the blessings of the Gospel from the
water 1 the well before them, by culling the former ¢ living water;”
and also on the last day of the feast, when the Jews were singing,
“With joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvauon,” Jesus
eried aloud, “If auy man thirst, let hun come unto me and drink. He
that belicveth on me, as the Scripture hath said, out of lus belly shall
flow rivers of living water.” So in the revelation to the Apostle
John, we read of the “river of the water of hfe.”” We ask again:
Would not the same benevolence that prompted our Saviour to expiain
theee passages, have induced lum to explain thie expression “ born of
water,” had he used 1t in any other thaun its lieral acceptation? If
there ever was a time when 1t became necessary v speak with the
greatest precision, it was when the Lord wag conversiang with this ruler
of the Jews. Ngt only so, but this being_the only place where we have
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recorded the words of Messiah relating directly to personal regenera.
tion, how necessary that the language should be the most plain and
perspicuous.  'Well, reader, to our mind it is, but modern systems
have given many and various explanatious to this the most obvious
portion of God’s word.

What sad work should we make of many passages in the New Tes
tament, were we to spiritualize and mystfy them as many have doue
this plain Janguage of the Redeemer. Hear a few of them : ¢ Tindeed
baptize you in water”-—“ When the ruler of the feast had tasted the
water that was made wine”—¢ Whosoever shall give a cup of water”
—The water side”—¢ Much water,” &c. &e. A man would be
considered a fanatic should he give these Scriptures any other than a
litetal explanation.  Yet we can see no reason which can be given for
taking the expression * born of water,” and putting it on the rack t
malke it speak something clse than what it plainly expresses, thet may
nat be urged to prove thut John did not baptize in water, but spurit;
that the Lord did not turn something else into wine (perhaps grapes)
than water!

The objections to the literal explanation of the passage seems to
have arisen from the fact, that baptism is, by some, urged as essential
to salvation. This question w¢é shall not discass until the previous one
is settled, namelv: Doces the Lord mean baptism by the expression,
“born of water?”  Thus far we have argued the guestion on common
scage views, without making it a theological question.  Again, we con-
tend that baptism is meant by the Saviour, becanse water is so fre-
quently spoken of in connexion with the work of the Spirit in justfica-
tion, eanctification, and salvation. ¢ See water,” said the Ethiopian
officer, * what hinders me from being baptized.” The ¢ Corinthians
hearing, believed, and were baptized.”” To these persons Paul writes,
1 Cor. vi: “You are washed, sanctified, and justificd.” IHeb. x. 22:
“Having your hearts sprinkled from an evil conscicnce, your bodes
washed with pure water.””  Eph. v. 26: ¢ Christ loved the Chareh, and
gave himself for it, that he might cleanse it by the washing of water by
the werd.”  Inall those places there is evidently reference to the new
birth, and 1ts connection with water. Who then can read these declz-
rations of the word of God, and have a doubt remaining that those who
penned these sentences understood the Savicur to mean baptism by the
phrase “born of water ¥

L., agein: all rules of interpretation must be dispensed with before
we can understand this sentence figuratively ! The most obvious rule
of interpretation in the English language is the following: When ont
principel iword of a sentence has an allegorical, figurative or literal
meaning, so mast the other principal words. For example :  he that be-
hieveth and is baptized, shall be saved.”  Suppose that some spiritual:
izer <hoid go to work at this sentence, as they have at the one under
cousideration. They would say that faith did not mean what it did 1o
other places, but that it meant repentance or baptism, and that bap-
tisiu “uiowing in the same sentence gave force to the language, and
added to the importance of baptism! Would you not call such reasoning
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miserable sophistry ; and add, why not baptism have some other
meaning than that usually attached to 1t as well as faith?  Reader, let
us not be cheated out of our birthright by such perversions of the truth !
But, to an application of the above rule to the sentence before us: No
writer of whoin we have any knowledge ever expressed a doubt rela-
uve to the meamng of the word spirit 1n the “text.” All Christians
appeal with confideace to this sentence to prove the necessity of being
born of the Spuit. Tlere then is our areument: if to be born of the
Spirit means hterally the Spint of God, then to be born of water must
mean literally water, for water and spirit are two of the principal words
u the same member of the sentence ; and every argument that can be
preseuted to prove that man must be born of the Spirit of God, in order
to enter his Kinglom, also proses that they must be born of water, and
be who attempts to disprove the necessity of literally being born of
water, also urges arguments against being born of the spirit ; for if wa-
terdoes not mean water, what man hving can show that spirtt means
spit! Perhaps, it may mean wind, fire, or something else!!

From the days of the Apostles, the fact, that to be “born of water,”
meant to be baptized, was not disputed untl within a very short
ume. But sinee the design of baptism and its mportance have
been fully and clearly developed, the words of our Lord—the plamest
be ever spoke—have been tortured to say something else than what
they really do.  Of late, both baptist and pado-baptist have done
their utmost not only to give some fanciful view of tins passage, but
have contradicted their own articles of faith and their standard wrniters.
We appeal not, cither to the concessions of the ancients or moderns,
m order to confirm our faith, but to the plain, obvious construction
of Holy Writ.

We now proceed to an examination of modern expositions. L. The
translation 15 objected to. It is said that the Greek conjunction ka’
should o~ translated cven, thus causing the sentence to read ““born of
water, ceen of the spirit”—malking water figurative of the spirit ! This
exposition not only violates the above rule, but also sets aside a most
obvious rule of translation. Al honest men give the prumary sigmf-
cation of a word when the connexion will admit of 3t. = No word in the
New Testament occurs more frequently than kai, and 1» ninety nine
cases 1 a hundred 1s, or should be transfated and.  Who then can give
areason for renderiug kai, even,in this place; which cannot be urged in
fovor of such a version in Mark xvi. 16, « He that believeth, cven (kai)}
is baptized,” &ec.  But we shall pursue tlus objection no further. It
should not have occupied so much space, only some smatterers in
Greek are contending for this as orthodox.

2. Another exposition is, that the water means the blood and water
whici flowad from the Saviour’s side! This is evidently so fanatical
that were it not that many pious people run into such exposttions,
through ignorance or prejudice, we should let it pass without a remark.
Ifthe Lord had referred to his sufferings and death, 1t is certain that
Nicodemus would not have been blamed for hus 1ignorance of such lan-
guage, for even the disciples of the Lord Jesus at that time knew
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nothing concerning his death. Who, but a dreaining mystic, would
think of finding the ** blood and water,” which flowed from the Re
decmer, in the expression “ born of water,” especially whep his blood
bad not then been shed! In a word—if he had meant blood and water,
why say water? But who was ever said to be born of blood! The
apostle John said that the sons of God—his disciples—* were no born
of blood.” "I'his objection we let pass with that of another class, who
say to be boru of water, means the sweat winch flowed from the Suviour
when he agonized in the garden!

3. A third class say to be born of water means to be born of the
truth.  Tlus objection, like the first, makes water and spirit mean the
same thing! We are said to be ** begotten with the word of truth;
(James 1. 18) and * born agamn by the word of God, which lives und
abides forever.” (1 Peter 1.) That the spirit of God begets au indur-
dual, and regencrates hum by lis word, 15, we think a doctrine gene-
rally received by all who behieve in regeneration.  "This exposition alswo
vivlates our standing rule of interpretation, making water figuratue,
and spirit literal,

4. An apparently more specious exposition than any of the abore,
18, that to be born of water 1s to be born of our parents, and to be bom
of the spirit 15 to be born again ! What materia medica designates the
natural birth a - water birth,” we have yet to learn! The onginator of
this exposttion was ingentous truly, but the superstructure loses all of
its foundation when weread the Lord’s words carefully.  The invena
of this suterpretation supposed the Lord to have heen speaking of fug
biiths, and the common reading would rather seem at first to fuvor ihe
idca; bat there is no of 1 the text beoween water and spint.  The gf
is supplied by the translators. The Greck 1s so pluin, that any one ac-
quainted with the alphabet can read 1t: * cz udatos hai pneumatos.”
hiterally of water and sperit. If the Saviour had said ¢ of the spinty’
it would have read tou preumatos. 1tis now apparant to the most com
mon capacitics, and for them I now paruculatly write, that ouly
birth 1s spoken of 1a the text, and the instruments of that birth aie wa
ter and spirit. ' We never say that a chud 1s boin of mother and of f»
ther, but of mother and father—which simply relates to one birth.

To conclude on tlus part of our subject. It the objections to the I
teral interpretation of the Lord’s words are not more formdable that
those, they ratber go to strengthen than weaken our futh n his words
But we hare not shetched the main objection, which undoubted!y lies
at the foundation of all the others, namely: “ If we understand Uk
Lord to mean what he says,” remarks the obiecior, * then no persu
can be a ciuizen of the Messiah’s kingdom, unless Le is baptized ; and
worse thau tlis, 1f to be born of water means to be baptized, then aie
none baptized but those who are immersed, for how can a person k
born of water unless he come forth out of the water? Therefore, 1f ths
means what 1t says, then 1s the doctrine that there1s but one actwn
baptism, and that immersion, " —true ; neither are any n the hingdaa
of the Lord Messiah, but those who have been immersed since thef
came to the years (3}" understanding; for the Lord doeg not s2fi
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wexuept any one be born,” &ec., but “ except & man be born of water

{and spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.”
Eprror.

—————

A NOTE TO ELDER 8. ROBINSON.

My prar Sir—Iuving considered you the most liberal, highminded,
and Lionorable man among the Bapust Clergy of these Provinces, my
jetters were addresscd to you.  That you are more desirous than any
of your ministerial brothcerhood to prove all things, and hold fast only
it which is good, I shall not presume, until further acquaiuted with
vour coadjutors, to questivn.  Buat that you should condescend to no-
e wy letters in the « Chuistian Messenger,” without laying them be-
fue its readers, has really disappointed me. That the rcaders of that
publication can have the most remote idea of what you endeavor o
uppuse, you cannot suppose yoursclf. Had you, or your principles been
weated with any degree of harshness, or the pages of * The Christian”
been closed against you, some excuse could then have been found for
jour course ; but uader existiug circumstances, there can be but one
wiclusion amoug the unprejudiced—ether that Mr. Robinson is con-
seivis of his inability to 1eply to those letters addressed to him, or he
s emeilling that the public should see both sides of the question'!

Ivery much regret being under the necessity of writing this last sen-
teace ; but circumstances call for it.  You, my dear sir, profess to he
an especially called and sent minister of Jesus Christ.  You consider
sourstf st for the defence of the truth; and are aware that you should
“contend earuestly for the fuith once delivered to the Saints.”  Con-
sdening your profession and dutics, and being fully aware that this
publication was read by every member of our cuizmunion—esteeming
thu holding and zealously promulgating error, you had an opportu-
uty of speakung to them, and thus, at least, beenendeavoring to make
them acquainted with the truth, and the dangerous nature of their faith
and practice!  'Would Paul, think you, have pursued such a course?
Whea invited to speak to the people in the presence of those wlo were
propagating crror, he flies not to another temple to put down Judweism,
or decry idolatry! No, but hike a man who was not afraid of his senti-
wcnts, he stands forth iz their defence, whether in a Jewish syna-
gogtie, or the high court of Athens.

If, T say asain, you consider us in dangerous errors, why not point
them out.  You knew when the ¢ Messenger” was furnished with your
letters, that my readers would not see what you wrote.  In fact, were it
“not for a fiw warm friends, which I have among the Baptists in this
ietv, I'should not, probably, have scen what you did addressto me unti
s day !

Azwa I say, on all subjects connected with our faith and practice,
the pages of *The Christian” ere open to you. If we are sending out
péison, furnish us with the antidote—ihey shall go to the same fire-
dde. On the subjects introduced to the notice of our readers in the
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former letters, you, or any other respectable minister shall have line f
line, and period for period !

I think, I have a right to claim a hearing through the columns of i,
* Messenger,” as there you have charged me with the propagation i/
sentiments which I have never uttered. If the conductors of (s
*“ Messenger” will give my letters an insertion entire, without furhy
note or comment, I will, without further remarks, leave the whole f
the consideration and reflection of the community ; but if not, y
friends may expect an insertion of your letters in % The Christiag”
with an examination of their merits.

Respeetfully yours,
W. W. Earox.

———————

ADDRESS TO MOTHERS.

* \What is wanting,” said Napoleon, ¢ that the youth of France be well educate]’
* Motukers!"” rephed Madame Campan. This reply struck the Emperor: * Hor”
said he, *‘ts a system of cducatior wi one word. Be it your care to train up motln
who shall know Liow to educate their cluldren.”

The place which you fill in society i3 one of the greatest umportane.
To you is committed, in a great measure, the present and future de
tiny of the young and rising gencration. Your character and coudu
will make the first and most lasting impressions on the infaut mnd. |
canriot think of any more direct way to have access to the youthy
classes, among the friends and patrons of ** The Christian,” thanly
addressing you. You will not, I hope, think that these remarks ar
dedicated to you from mere etiquette ; by no means. Your condes
as mothers is of incalculable importance. Your cluldren recenc thr
first lessons from you. These produce the most lasting eficets.

“ Just as the twig 1s bent, the tree’s inclined.”

I chall, thercfure, ot cupy a few pages of eachi number for your beud
A small book, written by the Rev. Joun S. C. AnporT, eutitled * T
Mother at Home,” 1is the best work I have at hand now on tlus o
portant subject. I shall, therefore, Legin with hiu.
Epiror.

CHAPTER L—RESPONSIBILITY,

A fuw years ago, somne gentlemen who were associated 1n prepaneg!
fur the ministry, fult intercsted in ascurtaining what proportion of ther|
number had pivus mothers.  They were greatly surprised and dehgind
in finding that, out of one hundred and twenty students, more thaus
huudred had been carried by a mother’s prayers, and directed by a nw
ther’s counsels, to the Saiiour. Though some of these had bruse
away from all the restraiuts of Lome, aud, like the prodigul, had wan
dered in sin and sorrow, yet they could not forget the unpressions o
childhood, and were cvenwially brought to the Saviour, to be a mother®
joy and blessiug. Many intercsting fucis have, within a fow yeaty
drawn the attention of christians to this subject. "I'he efforts which 2
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@nother makes, for the Improvement of her child in knowledge and
uue, are necessarily retired and unobtrusive. 'The world knows not
{them; and hence the world has been slow to perceive how powerful
Sl extensive is this seeretand silent influence.  But eircumstances are
ow directing the eyes of the community to the nursery, and the truth
daily coming more distinetly before the public, that the influcnce
luch is exerted upon the mind, during the first eight or ten years of
ustence, in a great degree guides the destinies of that mind for tune
ad eternitys - And as the mother is the guardian and guide of the carly
ars of life, from her goes the most powerful influence 1n the formation
[ the cliaracter of man.  And why should 1t not be so? What im-
rsstons can be more strong and more lasting than those received upon
ie mind, in the freshness and the susceptthility of youth? 'What in-
rictor can gain greater confidence and respect than a mother? And
here can there be delight in ,acquiring knowledge, *f not when the
fle flock cluster around a mother’s knee, to hear of God and heaven ?
There are, it is true, innumerable causcs incessantly operating in
¢ formation of character. A mother’s influence is by no means the
il mfluence which is exerted.  Still, it must be powerful, for, with
wl’s ordinary blessing, it may form in the youthful mind the habits,
i implant the principles, to which other infivences are to give per-
snency and vigour.

A pious and faithful mother may have a dissolute child. | Ie may
wk away from all restraints, and God may leave him to * cat the
Bruc of his own devices.” 'T'he parent, thus afflicted and broken
fearted, can ouly bow before the sovereignty of her Maker, who says,
Be still, and know that I am God.” The consciousness, however, of
&g done one’s duty divests tlus affliction of much of its bitterness.
#ud, besides, such cases are rare.  Profligate children are generally
ie offspring of parente, who have neglected the moral and rcligious

Sucation of their family. Some parents are themselves profligate, and
St not only allow their children to grow up unrestrained, but by their
dvs exainple lure thei to sin. But there are others, who are very up-
gt and virtuous, and even pious themsclves, who do, revertheless,
drdlect the moral culture of their children, and, as a conscquence, they
gos ap in disobedience and sin. 1t matters but litdle what the cause
3 wluch leads to this neglect. The neglect itself will ordinarily be fol-
owed by disobedience and self-will.

4 Hence the reason that children ¢f eminent men, both in church and
gutr, are not unfrequently the disgrace of their parents. If tlie mo-
2r s unaccustomed to govern her children, if she look to the father to
Fhirce obodicnce, and to control it; when he is absent, all family go-
et is absent, and the children are left to run wild; to learn
ssuns of disobedicice 5 to practise arts of deception ; to build, upon
# fouudation of contempt for a mother, a character of insubordimation
diquiy.  Bat if the children are under the eflicient goveinment
8 judicious motlicr, the reverse of this is almost invariably the case.
1d since, in nearly cvery wstance, the carly years of life are intrusted
0 3 mother’s care, 1 fpllows that maternal iuflaence, moie than any
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thing else, forms the future character. The history of a man of ¢!
nent piety, has often been mentioned as a proof of the deep and lastin,
impression, which a mother may produce upon the mind of her cly)f
He had a pious mother.  She often retired to her closet, and placing Ly
hand upon his youthful head, implored God’s blessing upon her L,
These prayers and instructions sunk deep into his heart.  1fe couldyy
but revere that mother. He could not but fecl that there was a holin]
in such a character, demanding reverence and love.  He could not tey
from his heart, in after hfe, the impressions then produced. Thoug
he became a wicked wanderer, though he forsook friends and lou,
and every virtue, the remembrance of a mother’s prayers, in all Iy
wanderings, followed him wherever he went. He mingled in the moy
dissipated and disgraceful scenes ; and while surrounded with guilty s
sociates, in midmght revelry, he would fancy he felt the soft hand of lis
mother upon his head, pleading with God to forgive and bless herbo,
The soft hand of his mother was stili upon his head, and the fervey]
prayers of his mother still thrilled in his heart. He became afterwar:§
a most successful preacher of the gospel, and every soul which he v.§
instrumental in saving, will, thrcugh eternity, bless God that he hi}
such a mother.
The influence thus exerted upon the mind, in early childhood, mnj§
for many years be apparently lost.  When a son leaves home and e:¥
ters upon the busy world, many are the temptations which crowif§
upon him. If he leave not his mother with established minciples of
tue and self control, he will inost assuredly fall before these temptations §
He may, cven after all a mother has done, or can do, fall fora time: 1§
may become deeply involved in guilt; he may apparently forget evenfg
lesson he learnt at home, while the influence of a mother’s instructiosg
and a mother’s prayers is yet working powerfully and effectually in
heart. He will think of a mother’s tears when remorse kecps knf§
awake at midnight, or when danger threatens him with & speedy =g
raignment at the bar of God. The thoughts of the holiness of hor|§
will often throw bitterness into his cup of -nilty pleasure, and complg
him to sigh for the virtue and the pear lLe has forsaken. Ewj
though far away, and vicious, degraded, and abandoned, he muste}§
casionally think of a broken hearted mother. Thus may he, aftg
many years, perhaps long after she has gone down to the grave, be l4g
by the remembrance of her virtues, to forsalie his sins.
A short time since, a gentleman in one of our most populous citixj
was going to attend a scaman’s meeting in the mariner’s chapel. D:g
rectly opposite the chapel,there was a sailor’s boarding house, In g
door-way sat a hardy, weather beaten sailor, with arms folded 2
puffing a cigar, watching the people as they gradually assembledft
the meeting. The gentleman walked up to him, and said, © We
my friend, won’t you go with us to meeting 1’ ¢ No!” said the sal
bluntly. The gentleman, who, from the appearance of the man, ¥
prepared for a repulse, mildly replied, ¢ You look, my friend,
though you had seen bard days—have you a mother?” The sailor ra
his head, looked earnestly in the gentleman’s face, and made no repig
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The genticman comtinued, * Suppase your mother were licre now,
what advice would she give you?”  The tears rushed into the eyes ot
the poor sailor; he tried for a moment to coneeal them, but could not ;
and hastily brushing them away with the back of lus rough hand, rose
and said, with a voice almost inarticulate throngh cinotion, * I'll go to
the meeting.” e crossed the street, entered the door of the chapel,
and took Ius seat with the assembled congregation.

What afterwards became of the mau is not known. Tt is, however,
almost certain, that he must have had a mother who had given lum
good instraction 5 and when the gentleman appealed to nir, bardened
as the sailor was, his heart melted. Perhaps this interview checked
this man in his sws, and led lim to the Savieur. However this may
have been, it shows the strength of maternal influence. It shows that
years of wandering and of sin cannot erase from the heart the impres -
sion which a mother’s instructions and a mother’s prayers have left
there.

1t is a great trial to have children undutiful when young= But it 13
A tenfold greater afitiction to have a child grow up to maturity in diso-
bedience, and become a dissolute and abandoned man. How many
pareats have passed days of sorrow and nights of slceplessness, in con-
sequence of the misconduct of their offspring!  How many have had
their hearts broken, and their grey hairs brought down with sorrow to
the grave, solely in consequence of their own neglect to train up their
chiuldren in the nurture and admonition of the Lord ! Your future hap-
pmess is 1 the hands of your children. They may throw gloom over
all your prospects, embitter every enjoyment, and make you so miser-
able, that your only prospect of relief will be in death.

That little girl, whom you now fondle upon your knce, and who
plays, so full of enjoyment, upon your fioor, has cntcred a world
where temptations are thick around.  What is to enable her to re-
sist these temptations, but established principles of piety ? And where
15 she to obtain these principles, but from a mother’s instructions and
example? If, throngh your ncglect now, she should hereafter yield
herself to temptation and sin, what must become of your peace of
mnd?  Oh mothers! little are you aware of the wretchedness with
which your loved daughter may hercafter overwhelm you.

Many illustrations of the most aflecting nature might here be intro-
duced. It would be casy to appeal to a vast number of hving suferers,
n attestation of the woe, which the sin of the child has occasioned.
You may go not ouly in imagination, but in reahity, to the datkened
chamber, where the mother sits weeping, and refusing to be comforted,
for a daughter is lost to virtue and to heaven.  Stll no person can
imagine how overwhelming the agony which must prey upon a mo-
ther thus dishonored and broken-hearted. Fhis is a sorrow, which
tan only he understood by one who has tasted its bitierness, and felt
Is weight. We may go to the house of picty and prayer, and find the
fatl}er and mother with countenances emaciated with suffering ; not a
smile plays upon their features, and the mournful accents of thew
voiee tell how decply scated is their sorrow.  Shall we inquire inte:

3
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the cause of this heart-rending grief! the mother would ouly reply
with tears and sobs. The futher would summon all his fortitude, and
say, * My daughter;”—and say no more. 'The anguish of his spin
would preveunt the further utterance of his grief.

Is this exaggeration ? No! Should your lovely daughter, now your
comfort and joy, be abandoned to infamy, be an outcast from society,
then you must feel what language cannot express !

This is a dreadful subject ; but it is one which the mother must feel
and understand. There are facts which might here be introduced
sufficient to male every parent tremble. 'We might lead you to the
dwelling of that clergyman, and tell you that a daughter’s sin has
murdered the mother, and sent paleness to the cheek, and trembling
to the frame, and agony to the heart, of the aged father. 'We might
carry you to the parlour of that rich man, and show you all the cle-
gance and the opulence with which he is surrounded, and yet he would
tell you that he was one of the most unhappy of the sons of aftliction,
and that e would gladly give all his treasures if he could purchise
back a daughter’s virtue ; that he could most readily lie down to dieif
he could thus blot out the remembrance of a daughter’s infamy.

No matter what your situation 1n life may be, that little child, now
50 interesting, whose playful endearments and happy laugh awaken
such thrilling emotions in your heart, may cause you years of the most
scvere, unalleviated misery.

And mother! look at the drunken vagrant, staggering by your door.
Listen to his horrid imprecations, as bloated and ragged, he passes
along. The wretch has a mother. Perhaps, widowed and in po
verty, she needs the comfort and support of an affectionate son. You
have a son. You may soon be a widow. Ifyour son is dissolute, you
are worse, infinitely worse than childless, You cannot now endure
even the thought that your son will be thus abandoned. How dreadful
then must be the experience of the reality !

I once knew a mother who had an only son.  She loved him most
ardently, and could not bear to deny him any indulgence. He, of
course, soon learned to rule his mother. At the death of his father the
poor woman wag left at the mercy of this vile boy. She had neglected
her duty when he was young, and now his ungovernable passions had
become too strong for her control. Self-willed, turbulent, and re-
vengeful, he was his mother's bitterest curse. His paroxysms of rage,
at times, almost amounted to madness.  One day, infuriated with hi
mother, he set fire to her house, and it was burned to the ground, with
all its contents, and she was left in the extremest state of poverty. He
was imprisoned as an incendiary, and in his cell he became a maniac,
if he was-not such before, and madly dug out his own eyes. He now
lies in perpetual darkness, confined by the stone walls and grated bars
.of his dungeon, an infuriated madman.

Oh! how hard it must be for a mother, after all her pain, and
anxiety, and watchings, ta find her son like a demoniac spirit, instead
of a guardian and friend. You have watched over your child through
all the months of its helpless infancy. You have denied yoursell



THE CIIRISTIAN. 19

that you might give it comfort. 'When it has been sick, you have been
unmindful of your own weakness, and the hivelong night you have
watched at its cradle, administering to all its wants. When it has
smiled, you have felt a joy which none but a parent can feel, and have
pressed your much loved treasure to your bosom, praying that its
future years of obedience and affection might be your ample reward.
And now how dreadful a requital for that clild to grow up to hate and
abuse you ; to leave you friendless in sickness and in poverty, to
squander all his earnings in haunts of iniquity and degradation !

How eatirely is your carthly happiness at the disposal of your child !
His character 1s now in your hands, and you are to form it for good or
for evil. Ifyou are consistent in your government, and faithful in the
discharge of your duties, your child will probably, through life, revere
you—to be the stay and solace of your declining years. If, on the
other hand, you cannot summon resolution to punish your child when
disobedient 5 if you do not curb his passions ; if you do not bring him
to entire and willing subjection to your authority, you mustexpcct
that he will be your curse. In all probability, he will despise you for
your weakness.  Unaccustomed to subjection at home, he will break
away from all restraints, and make you wretched by his life, and dis-
graceful m his death.

But few parents think of this as they ought ; they are not conscious
of the tremendous corsequences dependent upen the efficient and
decisive government of their children. Thousands of parents now stand
m our land like oaks blighted and scathed by lightnings and storms ;
thousands have every hope wrecked, every prospect darkened, and
have become the victims of the most agonizing and heart-rending dis-
appointment, solely in consequence of their children; and yet thou-
sands of others are going on in the same way, preparing to experience
the same suffering, and are apparently unconscious of their danger.

Itis true that there are many mothers who feel their responsibulities,
perhaps as deeply as it is best they should feel them ; but there are
many others—even of christian mothers—who seem to forget that thear
children will ever after be less under their control than they were
while young, and they are training them up, by indecision and in-
dulgence, soon to tyrannize over their parents, and to pierce their
hearts with many sorrows. If you are unfaithful to your child
when he is young, he will be unfaithful to you when he is old;
if you indulge him in all his foolish and unreasonable wishes, when
he becomes a man he will indulge himself; he will gratify every de-
sire of his heart, and your sufferings will be rendered the moret poignant
by the reflection, that it was your unfaithfulness which has caused
your ruin.  If you would be the happy mother of a happy child, give
your attention and your prayers to the great duty of tratning him up
for God and heaven.

—————
Extracts from a Letter, dated .
Norrinenan, (England,) Nov. 26, 1839.

Dear Brother Eaton—With pleasure I received your letter of the

Rth Octoher. Tt came to hand on the 19th instant—an extract from
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which I have given i the * Christion Messeuger.,”  # & % 4,
present we have no writers, on religious subjects, in this couutry, by
such as are purely scetarinn ; and, to my mind, their Reverend Diviusty
will neither instruct or edify any oue; therefore, although many pa-
pers Lave been sent to e an Election, the Trinity, final Perseverance,
&e. &e., T do not notice them, but simply return them as something
worse than “a dead letter,” * % % '[¢ congregation in Notting.
ham has increased to about two hundred and forty members. W
have no recognized officers at present; this, to me, is a matter of great
regret. A beloved brother and myself have hitherto acted as Presideuts,
and three others have acted as Deacons, but whether we shall £0 on
for any length of time with our present orderis doubtful. Some va.
luable brethren, who united with us at the commencement of our union,
are advocates for the voluntary system in the most strict and unqual-
fied sense. For some months past no one has been called upon to pray
in any of our public assemblies. When the time arrives allotted for
this exercise, the President merely announces tlie fact, aud any brother
who has a petition, thanksgiving, or confession to offer, rises up with
the whole Chureh, and prefers it before God; and sometimes we hate
four or five short addresses to the throne of grace, the church all the
time standing before Jehovah, ready to pronounce the .men. Qur
Brethren say every act of worship ought to be voluntary, without any
one being called upon by name. ~ Now to this 1 could most cordially
agree, if every heart was as full of knowledge, faith, hope, love, union,
and devotion, as it cught to be ; certain it is, that cvery thing in our
worship is solemn, devout and cdifying ; Lut at present there are only
a few who attempt to pray; and my fears are that young converts will
be many years before they take part in the audible exercises of the con.
greg. tion.  "T'his, also, must be left for a furthcr developement. 1 am
compelled to say that I find no authority in the Scriptures for Elders
calling upon any one Ly name to pray, or to do any thing else in the
worship of God,

The Church at Newark on Treat has increased to thirty five or forty
membes; at Lincoln and Horncastle there are twelve or fourtcen at
cach place ; about the same number at Liverpool; and at Newcastle
twenty to thirty. T'hese are all we have in England, who mect on the
first day of the week to break the Loaf. There arc some socicties of
Reottish Baptists who practise the same thing, but they will not fellow-
ship with us: in their estimation we are the worst of all heretics.
¥ * My sheet is nearly full, and I must conclude. I should greatly
rejoice to sec two able proclaimers of the ancient Gespel in this coun
fry—such, at the same time, as Brother Paul was in Corinth.—
"T'hey must, T am quite sure, appear clad in the whole armor of God,
the counterpart angels of light are very numcrous and poverful; ne-
thing but a clear perception of the IToly Christian institutions, as given
1o the world by the Apostles, could probably put them to flight, or causc
the truth in any way to triumph in England.

T ean mast enrdially reciprecate the coucluding . pirations of your
Jetter; and remun yeur brother 1 the Lord.

J. WarLs,
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B Duar Broruer Warris—I regret that the lengthy articles’ in my
4., prevented me gning your kind favor an earlier insertion, At
Besent, I purpose merely acknowledging its receipt, and making a few
Russing remarks,

§ lam pleased tolearn, that you are seeking for the best course to be
ursued to develope the talent of the congregations. The Church in
fotungham being the firstto take the stand on the Apostohe faith and
gpractice alone, her situation with reference to the other societies lately
gummed, will belike that of Jerusalem—the ¢ Mother™ of all ! Although
Roery cengregation should be governed by the oracles of God zlone,
&ull one society has a great influence over another, particularly 1f that
Beougregation has been the means of the existence of the other, through
¥le medium of her Evangelists. This, I presume, is the case 1in Bri.
gn.  How necessary then, that you, my dear brother, audthe disciples
gl whom you are associated, should in all particulars act up to every
Boa of the divine record.

The best means to be used to get the talent of the congregation into
jaercise Is a subjeet of great conscquence. Ca this subject, as well as
Bl others, there are extremes. One party would have one individual do
wlihe praying, preaching, &c.; the other are opposed to all sermomzing,
%ud periit none to occupy more than a few minutes, and then they
st speak to a particular point developed by some other reader, or
Shar regular lesson.

4 Detacen these, there is a * golden mean.”” The former course will
guost assuredly get the Church into a state of cold formality, and the
Ratier into a state of democratic despotism!

1 You are, no doubt, aware that a good man, with a general know-
dudze of the Book, possessed of ardent zeal in the dissemination of truth,
@ul the conversion of souls will do more for the advancement of the
siospel, than one with much more talent and cntical koowledge of the
uiptures, destitute of this zeal. 'Those means, then, calculated to
srouse zea), should be brought into requisition, as well as these for the
ghifusion of knowledge.

3 lam satisfied that in proportion as the disciples take pleasure in
Dying and exhorting in the assemblies of the Saints, will they be active
furthe progress of truth, and the conversion of souls, whether in their
firilies or among their associates. e who is not sufficiently clear of
g an-pleasing or man-fearing spirit, to speak with the same freedom
ud z¢al in the defence of the truth, that he usually exhibits in the pri-
e circle relative to his worldly interests and business, preseuts con-
icng proof that the latter engross more of his attention than ihe
mer.  Such persons are strangers to the happiness of those making
grlurts for the conversion of souls. e has cxperienced a glorious free-
20w, wlo not only is assured that he is pardoned and accepted of the
rd, but also has so dedicated himself to the service of the Lord as to
se completely above the fear of man.

This freedom can only be enjoyed by watchfulness, prayer, aud a
ady perseyerance in exercise of thosc gifts which the Lord las en-
grusted to our care.
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The “voluntary principle” 1 admire; and, as you have well ¢}
served, *if every heart was as full of knowledge, faith, hope, unton,
and devotion, as it ought to be,” there would be no neced of Bishopse
Evangelists to exhor. and labor with the members of a Christian cop.
gregation, to pray in public, or advocate the cause of truth ang
rightsousness.

The Hebrew Christians were taught by our Apostle * to exhort o
another daily.” (Chap. iii.) * Not forsaking the assembling of ourselr
together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting oune another, and
so much the more as you sce the day approacling.” (Chap. x.) Ths
shows us the duty of daily and public exhortations; this duty then shouy
be enforced by those who do exhort, It appearsthat you are in douyt
relative to the authority of an Elder to call on any particular persog
to take part in the worship of God. Paul says, ** vbey them that har
the rule over you, and submit yourselves; for they watch for you
souls, as th. that must give account,” &c. (Heb. xiii.)  From thy
language I should think that if the overseers of the church considery
necessaiy to the advancement of the truth, or the edificaton of ke
church, that several disciples should speak or pray, that 1t would the
beeome their duty to obcy them.,  But I am satisfied, however, tharg
the Bishops of the congregation were as faithful, studious, and deron
as they should be, and endeavor to inculcate in public and private the
necessity of punctuality at the house of God, secret prayer, readm
and ‘meditation, family and social duties, it would but seldom be
necessary to ask any onc to pray in public or speak in defence of it
Gospel.  Situated as most congregations, no doubt are 1n Britam,|
can think of nothing to prevent them from meeting at least three time
cvery Lord’s day. In one of these meetings you could attend toal
the ordinances of the house of God; in another those most capable
could present the Gospel in word to the world ; and in the third toti
mutual edification and improvement of each other, in speaking enta
of your hopes, fears, joys, or sorrows, or to those who should happa
to be present, who had not submitted to the government of the Lo
Messiah,

In a congregation as large as that of Nottingham, should but ffly
commence speaking in public and private, as warmly and intelhgenty
as they could concerning the great salvatton, insigmficant as the
might appear to the popular sects, who have their salaried clergy, thy
would shake every thing around them. 'They would excue ther
maining fwo hundred in the church, and then, hike the ancient discipls
who were persecuted in Jerusalem, they would go every where * preact:
ing the word ! .

You, my dear brother, may think me too sanguine ; but never ju
in the United States or these Provinces, have I ever heard of or e
a company of disciples, who were united and actively engaged in the
discharge of their duties, but that their labors were crowned with sut
cess ; the church grew in grace and in knowledge, and sinners turned
1o the Lord.

"That the brethren in Britam may grow in grace and in knowledg:

I
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Bl prove a blessing tu the age, is the prayer of your fullow lubourer
W the kingdom of Jesus Christ. . W. W. Earon.

¥ P.S. I havesent “The Christian” regularly, as you have directed.
& The Messenger’ for December is the last which has come to hand.
RPlease continuc to send as long as you publish it. E.

————

: CO-OPERATION MEETING.

§ The Congregations of the Lord, taking his Word as therr only rule
R faith and practice, mecting for worship in Cornwallis, Rawdon,
BDouglas, Newport, and Falmouth, by their Messengers, held a co-ope-
Euion meeting in Falmouth, March 24, for the purpose of raising funds
support Evangelists, in order that they may travel through Nova
#3cotia, to disseminate the principles of the Apostolic Gospel.  Elders
gllowarp and DoyLe were invited to travel one year from May 1st.
Bfach Church is to raise, by voluntary collections, what they can, and
gout it into their treasury, which money is to be placed in the hands of
§: ceucral treasurer, who is authorized to pay over to those Evangehsts
Ealimited sum. The Evangelists are to make public contributions when
Whey deem it proper, and render an accurate account to the several
gCougregations.

§ Itis hoped, that the brethren and friends generally, inthe infant state
gof the cause in ‘Nova Scotia, will combine their energies, and do all
Jihey can, not only to keep these brethren in the field, but others who
gould volunteer in the same good work, could they be sustained.
B Union is strength.” Let the lovers of truth do what they can, and
fonfidently then may they look to the Lord for his blessing.” . Eb.

QUERIES.

B Brother Janmes Mircnert, Norval, U. C., writes,  There are some

Bl rour readers here who cannot understand how Mr. Raines can make

gout from Rom. v. 18, that unbelievers can be raised to ¢ Justification of

8 !'fe.’ ”

¥ [Had we time and room, we would make an effort to show the Apostle’s view of

he subject, but as we have not, it is hoped that Brother Raines will furmish a short

aucle by way of answer or explanation on the subject.—Ep. ] :

§ “Neither can we understand how none believed that Jesus would die

glra sin offering, and rise from the dead from Eve to Mary Magda-
line, when it was so clearly prophesied of in the Psaiws and the fifty
third chapter of Isaiah,”

[This is an assertion of Brother Campbell's, in hisadmirable essays on ** Man m s
pumitive state, ”’ &c. We have an answer to this remark, written by himself, which
We purposed inserting in tins number, but is excluded for want of room. Look for
#1n our next.—Ep.]

“If you thought it would be for the edification of your readers, you
would oblige us by making a remark or two on those sentences ; like-
Wise on the popular notion of the seventh chapter of Romans.

[In our estimation, an injurious ivfluence is exerted over many minds by a mis-
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understanding of this hapter, and the Lord willing, we shall codeavor to gwe o;;;
rcaders a ratonal and senptaral view of the rubjects in this porion of Paol s adng
rable cpistie.—Ep.] « :

“Is it lawful for Christians to go to war and militia 1usters? Somg’
sny we should obey magistrates m all things, and defund our country,
Is it Iawful for Christians in the Uunited States tu conic in arms againg
their brethren in Canada, and vice versa?”

[Relative to the last question, we answer No, 't1s sor!—Ep.]

¢ Would it be agreeable to the plain commands of vur Saviour, whs
said “love one another as I have loved you,” and of Jouhn, the beloved
Apostle, who says, ¢ we ought to lay dow. oar Lives for the brethren??

[It would be in opposition both to thre letter and spirit of these words to go
war.—En.] . :

«If you thought it right to answer these queries, you would greafy:
oblige some of your readers and breiren, who suffer to be fined for ngt,
turning ont to ‘Musters,” conirary to what they cousidcr the spiritol
the truth ; and ¥ belteve some would willingly suffir the joss of g
things, yea of life itself, rather than offend their Lurd and Master.”

[These “Musters” or “ Trainings” never were, and, in our opauon, never wille
of any benefit to *he moral, religious, or political character ol any nation er conﬁqu
As to oheying magistrates : if their commands require as to vivlaie any of the preegs
of the Lord Je=us or his Apostles, we obey them at our penl! DBat if not, we shoel}
olways he willing and ob=dient subjects.  Rendet to all their dues, ' &e. Rom.3E
The sf irit manife-ted by those disciples in their eonscientioas adherence to the gosd
of the Lord Jesus, is above all praise.  May they continue to act on these prineiple,
and God will bless them ar hundred fold.—Ep.] .

— e

VALUABLE FAMILY PAPER.

Fo Clcrgymen Teachers of Satbath Schools, "nd Bible €lasses, Studety
and ¥cads of Famitics. -
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are sllowed 50 cents comunssion for every sabsenber they obtain, and from whon ¥4
reccive a year's subseription—they renutling two dollars fur cacu subscrniver, witiis
name 1ud ppst office addrese  The papcris eslablished vis a permament bass, bemgss
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