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Libraries and Text Books.

The subject of District Libraries
has been referred to m tormer num-
bers of aur Perindical, and in conse-
quence of their importance we now
bring this iwoportant part of education-
al machinery more prominently before
our reader~. Lihraries of useful
knowledge forinas a very impor.ant
educational anxiliary of évery country
where knowledge is making salutery
progress. In Great Britien tnis sub-

, Ject. has recently engaged the atten-
tiou of some of the principal states-
mer and philanthropists of the na-

tion; and also in t.¢ New Eng-.

land Stotes, and Western Canada,
the subject of Distric€ School Libra~
ries turms & very important part of
their educationel movements, It is
3 settled pmat, thut the mind will
have fo @ as well as the body, and of
the means of obtaining us ful know-
ledye 13 not generally provided, the
muss ot sociery will run tnto the ex-
tremes of vice, the sociul fabric will

soon becowe moraily and intellectu-
slly purabzed ; penple will have some
place of resort ; and if no hibrary ex-
ists in the communitv, the tavern, the
ball-room, the card-tahle, and such
other places, will taka ‘the attenaon, .
and be thé means of leading, as they
too olien do, & larga portion of socie-
ty into the chamels of vica. It isa
certain fact, that wan is not made to
act like the beasts that perish,:~his
mind requires cultivation,— he 1s des-
tined for & wore lofty statesof exist-
ence, even on earth, than merely to -
sit dowu and eat, and rise up to play ;
or eat in order that he might work,
and work in order that he might eat.
We do not know of any means of
more importance, ina secular point
of view, tawards the educatiou of our
race, than the estabrishment of libra~
ries, where are troasured up o large-
sunply of the records of ull .that are
areat and gaod of past ages, as well
us that cominually wranspuing, along
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with the achievements 1n the arts and
sciences.  Good books are like good
company, so grzat care should be ta-
ken in their selection. Mot every
law rude in the British deminions for
the better advancement of education,
enacts, ¢ that no work of a licentious,
viclous, or immoral tendency, or hos-
tile to the chnstian religion, or works
of denominatiounl controversy, sha'i
be admitted 1nto the public s hools of
the country.” Here a difficulty ari-
ses;—for it is difficult at all times, and
under all circuinstances, to determine
what should be excluded, and what
introduced. One member of a com-
munity claims w0 have as good a nght
to think and act in the motter as ano-
. ther. Consequently it not unfrequent-
ly haprens in these countries when

libraries have been estabiished, that.

the principal part of the parents have
refused to let their children read or
study from the works selected by the
School authorities,

The safest. course to pursue in such
casey, is to let the Schenl boards se-
lect s large und varied assortment of
the bes: works ; then let each sciiool
district be furnished winh a catalogue
and sample of the books ; in this way
communities may be able to select
such works as will best suit ‘he ma-
joriry of the inhabitants ; and many
works may thus be obtained, that will
suit all interested, Noue, we presume,
will deny that parents, the natural

uardians of their_offspring, have the
alienable right to deternine what
works their children shoeld read, and
what subjects they shall study, and
what religious sentiments they shall
be taught ; hence, the difficuity of se-
lecting books and establishing libra-
ries, Such a state of social, moral,
and intelleetual existence, teaches us
the absolute necessity of the diffusion
.of general knowledge ; parentsshould
bes so eaucated, as best to enable them
to act aright in this imporiant matter.
The right use of knowledge alone
will obviate the difficulty—a difficul-
ty, which, we are bappy to say, hss
not -assumed 10 these Provinecs, as
yet, any wagnitude. But an 2vil of 2
o less certons nature does very gene-
relly exist; that 1s, parents in too
many cases care very little whether
their childran read st all, or what king

of boaks they do read, and oftensend *
them to schioo] wiihout books altogeth-
er; others, again, determine with
great precision, not only what they
shall reud, and study, but even how
much ;—one says, * my child must
learn nothing but history  another
says, . * my child musi learn nothing
but cyphering and writing ;” while a
third party say=, * my child mvst learn
all these subjects, with hulf o dozen
others.”

As to Bnoks, says the teacher,
 Parents will not get them.” % Eve-
ry teacher must have new books,”
says the parent, In some cases two
or three different kinds of class hooke
are used in the same schuol, Such,
then, is the diversity of eentiment and
practice on this subject.

'Puis diversity of class books, so pre-
valent in a large number of the schaals
of the Lower Provinces, calls for im-
mediate remedy ; it tends to multiply
classes to such an extent that ihe
teacher cannot do each class justice 5
the pupils are principally employe d in
the mere art of remembering, while
the teacher’s time is taken up in sim-
* ply hearing pupils repeat. Teachers

generaily cannot be expected 1o be fa-
miliat with all the diversified icxt
books extant, and it is of importance
that the teacher should thoroughly un-
derstand not only the subjecis to be
taught, but the books from which he
teaches.

Ancther evil arising out of this di~
versity of text books and systems of
communicating instruetien is, that it
not only makes education more ex-
pensive, but it protraets the period re-
quired to make a pupil master of a
study ; the constant change of teach-
ers, also, tends very much to increase
text books in the schools, and adds to
the cost of educatjon.

Text books should not be changed
suddenly without mature considerativn,
but when it becomes necessary to
change them, which it will, in process
of time, especially in the treating on
Geography, History, ete., care”should
be observed, and the best works should
be selected.- .

In the establishment of Libraries,
and the selection of schaol bevks, the
following suggestions miy be of ser-
vice -
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1. Let a cordial understanding exist
between the schon] officers and the in-
habitants of the district where it is pro-
posed o establish a library.

2. Select hooks containing a know-
Jedge of the country in which the li-
brary 1s to be established, its natural
resources, extent of improvement, and
form of government. Sach Elemeu~
tary wo: ks as are best calculated to ad-
vance primnary education ; also works
treating on_ history, bivgraphy, physi-
eal science, ethics, gereral lterature,
travels, wages, manufictures, useful
arts, enyclepedias, agriculture, educa-
tion, periodicals, practical life, ect.

3. Those making the selection
should study the peculiarities and pre-
dilections of the inhabnants, for, by so
doing general satisfaction might be
given

4. Select the most standard works—
works having for their object the moral
renovation of suciety, as well as thuse
containing the most full and accurate
system Of litesary teaching., *

Legislative Encouragement

is affurded by the present Schoeol Bill
of New Brunswick in aid of District
Labraries as follows :~~ .

“\V henever any school district shall
raise » sum of money for the purpuse
of establishing a library, ov increasing
any one already established, they shall
be entitied 10 receive from the Province

. Treasury, a sum equal to half the
amount s rawsed, to be expended in
the purchase of books therefor not
to exceed five pounds in 20y ene year.”
In addnion 10 uns provision fo the es
tanlishiment of school libraries, the
schovl regulations for’ New Bruns-
wick further says—* that catalogues
of bouks suitable for these hbraries
will be kept in the Chief Superigtend-
ent’s Office, from whiclt selections may
be made, by ficst applying ts the Schovl
Commitiee of the district where it ic
proposed to establish, or continue a 1i-
brary already established.

By these regulations the School
Commirteg of the respeciive district,
18 to have control of the library, “ap-
pumt a librarian, secretary and Yrea
surer,’’ and ** detennine where the li-
brary shall.be kept, and 1o wake regu-
lations for its presevvation.”

We take jt {or granted that it is the

intention of the law, that these libraries
shall be for the benefit of the respec-
tive cominunities where established,
and that the books way be circujated,
as in Upper Canada, among the inhab«
itants. as well as used in the srhools
of the districts ; though it is not at all
clear from the law or schoul regula-
tions, what is to be done with the
books, except that schaul committees
are to have charge of them,

Hov ever, we do not suppose that the
inhabitants of the district where such
libraries may be established, will be
liable to prosecutions for reading the
bonks. Ard as these regulations do
not lay down any rules for the govern-
ment uf the libraries, as is the case in
other countries, we offer the tollowmng,
which may be alt-red and ameuded, so
as to suit the peculiar views and e~
comstances of those for whom the li-
braries may be intended.

RULES.

1. This shall be called the
District Library. '

2. Each resident shall be allowed to
have any book belonging to the libra-
ry, when not previvusly given'out, and
keep the same for — days, for every one
hundred "payges such book cuntain.

3. The librarian shall enter in a2
boek to be kept for the purpose, the
title and number of every buok delive
ered, 10°whom delivered. when deliver.
ed, when returaable, and the condi-
tion of the book. :

4. The libranian shall have charge:
of the hooks, and exhibit a catalogue-
of all the bouks in the library when
required by those having 4n interes
therein. :

5. No oneto have more than one
bovk at a ime. - N

6. Any person destroying, or mate-
rially damaging any book, or keeping
a bovk beyond the time stated, shall
pay to the ireasurer the value of the
book so injured ; and such person shall
not be allowed to receive another buok
while such forfeiture remuins unsatis-
fied. :

7. No minor shall recsive a hook,
unless sume responsible person shall
become security therafor except such
minor deposits with the librarian, the

- cwst of the book. Vo

8. All hooks shall be defivered sce
cording to priority of appheation. -



THE PARISH SCHOOL ADVOCATE.

It is is now generally conceded
thet tha present School Law of this
Provinée dces not meet the require~
ments of the Country. :

One of the greatest blunders ge-
nerally made 1n the sdministration of
Colonia} Government is, our appro-
priat)ng to ourselves all the machi-
nery incident to oid wealthy and po-
pular countries, ’

While we have not more popuia~
tion than that of, a Borough Town of
the Mother Country, still we' have
nearly all the political machinery com-
mon to the British Islands, with their
26,000,000 inhabitants. And this
machinery we are mamntaining at a
disproportionate costy—a cost far
above our means and regnirments,
This principle is also extended to our
Educational machinery We are pay-
ing, annuslly, about £2,600, not for
education, but to those whose duty
is little more than to make reports,
rulee and vegulationis, while the
teachers do all the veal good actuaily
gone. This sum is entirely too much
for an infant Colony like New Bruns-
wick with220,000inhabitantsto pay for
simply reporting 750 Parish Scheols.

We should endeavour to use ap old
adage, to “ creep before we walk,”—
1t is top soon for us, 1n this infant
state, to adopt all the educational me-
chinery necessary to countries with
largely developed resources, and over
one hundred times our population,

We have arrived, in educational
matters, at that state of things, that
the local officers and guardians of
youth have thrown the onus, if onor-
ous' at all, of examinations etc., ypon
those who get the salaries, conse-
quently, that whelesome guardianship
which should be exercised by local
parties, 15 not generally adopted, and

e whole control 18 lett to the flying:
visits of the Chief Superintendent «f
Schaols,and the Inspeetor,—the ‘atter
spending an hour 1 each School
tw.cea year. The law mpkes pro-
viston for the election of School Com-
mittees, but we have not heard of a
single dfstrict as vet which hos done
soj;and as for Trustees taking eny
sproial interest, no une thinks of it.

This, a8 for 28 we can jearn, being
the true state ot the workings of the

School Bill—New Brunswick.

educational aystem. of this Prevince,
it should be the earnest desire ofall
those fe.ling an 1nterest in this im-
partant subject, to use their influence
with the legislature, which wall short-
ly resume 1ts sittings. to get this law
amended so as to meet the require—
ments of the cobntry.

The gross amount annually paid
towarda the support of Culleges. Aca-
demivs, Grimmar Schools, and other
High S:houls in the Province,
amounts to neurly £6,000, and sull we
are endowing Training and Model
Schools, at a large expetse to the
Province. Why pay siz thousand
pounds per annuem, towards the sup—
port of these institutions, the Colleges,
ect., withaut binding the recipients of
such an amount, to qual:fy candidates
for'Teachers of Common Schools?
Certanly, the Profrasors, Precept-
tresses, and other Teachers officiating
in thase instirutions, ought to be fully
qualified for the task of training and
otherwise fitting the yonth of our
country for the uffice of Tzachers of
Parish Schools ; and these 1 ~titutions
ought also to be well supphed with
Buoks and Philosophical apparatus;
and if they are vot so supplied, and
do not possess these essentials, the
government allowance should be sat
once withdrawn; and if they do
possess the necessary ability to qoali-
fify the youth of our country to take -
charge of the Elementary Schools of
the Province, then why maintain
"Training and Model Schools at an ud-
ditional cost of £600, besides the cost
of buildings, ect.

It may be argusd that these, s0
called higher institutions of educa-

“hion, are al} sestariun, and parties en-
tering within, their walls will have
their religious sentiments tampered
with, which we have no doubt is too
often the case ; but no niarter, grant
all this to be true; does not all the
promment religious bodies n the Pro-
vince draw largely from the revenues
of the country in sid of their vostitu-
tions? Teachars generally speaking,
haid, m a religous point of view, from
the ranks of Epircopaliaus, Metho-
dists, Roman Catholics, Baptists, and
Presbytertans, and, these rehgious
bodies, the Presbyterians excepted,
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bavetheir Academical ing'itations of
learnmng, wh-re the youth belonging
to such bodies may be prepured to
perforin the higher offices m life, the
Grawmar Schools are also ¢ach draw-
ing one hundred pounds per annum of
public musey. So here, thore are
traiting and model schools m abund-
ance, whrre each student may be fitt d
for the office of Teacher of Comunun
Schouls, and 10 ap institution conso-
nant with his refigious prepussessions.
. The reader will purceive that this is
dealing with our e ‘ucational institu-
tions us ws find them. But we hope
that the Legis] ture at its next sitting
will sweep from the records of the
Proviuce every grant now made to sec-
tarian institutions of learning, and de-
vote the proceeds, or as much as may
be tequired of it, to the endowment of
an University. when all may be enabled,
without fear of sectarian influence, to
drink dzeply at the fountains of pure
knowledge, and our young wmen, yes,
and woisen too, may be qualified to fill
the office of teachers of the scbools of
the covntry, as well as the highest
ranks in professiopal life. We are
fully satistied that until such a course
is pursued, education will not make
proper advances, and the Provicce will
be without any settled system,—each
applicant influencing th2 Legislature
to get as large a grant as possible.

We make the following suggestions:

1. Abolish Training, (Model, ard
Grammar Schaols. and withdraw all
grants to sectarian Institutions,

2. Establish a University in some
central part of the Province ; say at St.
John.

“less than at present.

.3. Establish the School Inspection
as at present instituted, and let the
Trustees be appointed to this office in
their respactive narishes, and paid for
their sevivices.

4 Fstablish a Board of Education
in each County, cemposed of the T'rus-
tees, etc., where all teachers of Parish
Schools may he licenszd and classed.

5 Let the Givernment appoint
some well qualified prrson in each
County to atiend at the meetings of
such Board, who shall sonduct the ex-
aminations of teachers, ete.

6. Let there b a Superintendent of
Educatien for the Provinee as at pre-
sent, to whom the County Boards
shall report.

7. Establish three classes of Schools,
one of which to be Superior Schauls 3
the latter to be established where re-
quired, on application to the County
Boards, "

Tt will be ohserved that if these sug-
gestions were embedied into a law and
acted wupon, the inhabitants ‘of each
County would have full control of the
Schools of their respective Counties, —
the Trustees being elective, and paid -
for their services, would attend to the
duties of their office, and see that
others did the same; the Teachers
would feel that they had the people to
satisfy, through their trustees, would
endeavour to do their duty, and the
cost of maintaining the educatidnal
muchinery of the country would be at
least two thousand pounds per annum
Then, New
Brurswick wou'd be able to say she
had a System indeed. ‘

CORRESPONDENCE.

To the Edztor of the Parish School Advocate:

Dec. 26th, 1858.

Sir,—An important question will
come before our Legislatare inthe ap-
proaching Session, in consequence of
the disallowsnce by the Home Go-
vernment of the Act p:ssed last year
for the virtuai 'abolishing of King’s
College. Although your ugeful publi-
cation 18 .principally directed to the
advocacy, (s its name imports,) of
Common Schools, yet you will, I am

sure, admit that some provision for g
superior education for a portion of the
commuanity is absolutely necessary
otherwise all our yeung men destined
for professional pursuits will be in-
duced, as too many of them now are, to
resort 1othe United States. The ques-
tion, therefore, to be agitated, will be
how this object can be best at-
teined—how the revenuss of the Col-
lege, including its landed possessions,
can be rendered most usaful,
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The Pari-h Comion Schouls form
the figst step in the educution of the
rising generation ; and, as the pupils
in hese schools me by far the miost
numerous, they degerve th - firstatten-
tion from cur {uw makers ; more e pe-
cially tov, as they irc ude_a class
which cannot so weil affurd to procure
the advantages of educarton for their
childrcn, I am vot, therefore, in the
ohservations I am now ofering to you,
in any way deprcciating the advanta-
ges ot the Common Schoolg, or wishing
for one momient that their efficiency
sheuld be at all impaired. The next
ascending step should be the grammar
or superor school, for which the last
Act provides, if the inhabitants com-
ply with 1ts p nvisions, 1 each parish;
but this description of school, however
ably conducted, cann. £ prepare young
men for the study of physic, of 1w, or
of divinity, There are, however, some
excellent institutions in the Province,
in which a knowledge of the higher
branches of science can be acquired.
Sull a (‘ollege education 18 necessary
for some among our num- rous young
men, by which they may be prepared
for the bar, ur either of the other pro-
fessions, and fitted to take their partin
the various departsents of the State,
civil and military, now open to them
by the in rodunetion of 1the enmpetitive
syetem r pogl-nd. It must be re-
membered hat, i the race for nppuing-
meats in the sich clime of India, or
1 most of the departments of the
Imperial Gavernmnent, the candidates
will Lave to contend agawns! men from
the British Universities,and trom the
first schools of the Umited Kingdon,.
1f, therd fore, these Provimceerintend to
hotd any rank 10 the Briasn Empire ;
if their youth have suffici -nt ambition
tovie with thewr jelluw subjects at
howe, or in the olmr colupies, the
means must be provided for plucing

_them on an equal fouting with their
_prohable opeonents. Let us, an this
subject, refer to the exauple of Eng-
lund. That vereran in the eavse of sci-

ence and vducarton, Lard Brougham,‘

" sune thirty yeurs «go, was the privci-

pat tou: der ot un institution, tuen cali-
“ed the London Unive rsity, d-signed,
“10 exicnd the advantages of o scientj.

fic 'educatton to thos: who vonld not
alfind the expence of a restdence at
Oxtord or Cambridge. gad ul~o to in-
clude these branches of useful knowa
ledge, which at thur time reerived nut
little attention at the ex sting seats of
learning. Aiter much opposition, the
objeut wus effected; ite advantoges
became obiious; and a second insti-
tation of the same nature was esta-
blished in Liondon, under the name of
King’s Cullege. In process of tune,
the benefi.s derived from both these
Colleges forced conviction en the
minds of many of thewr former oppo-
nents ; and the consequeace was the
formation of a hody called the Loadon
Untversity, the name of Lord Brough-
a’s foundation being changed 1o
Uuivers ty College ; and the new Uui-
versity included in ity provisions, not
only the original 1nstitution, but also
Kirng’s Coidege, and any other of the
same nature, whose managers wight
be desirous of uniting with it. Thus
the Lonaon University now comyre-
hends many establishments, tot only
in London, but ot Birmingham, and
o'her large places ; and its examivers
cinfer degrees on studen's from uny 'of
these seminaries. The ex mning
body is carefully selected: and, not-
witustanding the jeal .usy with which
its degrer s were at first luoked on by
the adherents of the o der Un vers tes
the acquirem=nts of its membe.s have
effectually estabiished its reputution,

Cannot something of this nature be
cnrried out in-this Provinee ? unitmg
perhaps with Nova Scotia in so desir-
able a purpose, and taking under its
wing the several denominationsl col-
leges now exist ng in the Lower Pro-
vinces. All wouid of course be on
precsely eqnal terms, and alike enti?
tled to th- b nors and advantages of
the Unite¢ Umversuy.

If you w:ll give plic- to these hints
1 your publication, tuey may peshaps
come under e natice of some of vur
Legislators who have sthe canse of
educuation at heart, and eventually be
the means of devising =ouie useful and
corprehiepsive mode of effecting the
objuct.

1 am Sir, Yours, &e.,
Nemo.
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Emulation

Ambition has been called the last
infirmity of noble minds; yet how
often is the first. impulse 1o their nobi-
lity! A generons emularion acis on
the mind like the fairy in the lege d
of romance, who guid-d her votury
amid innumerable d ficnitie<and dan-
gers till she }od him to happine . To
awaken 'he rupil’s ambit'enshould be
the first object of the teaclier ; for un-
til that be awakened he wilt teach in
vain. This is the reason why so
many eminent men have pagsed thro’
school with so few honors, and afier~
ward have won so many from the
world. They have been the “ glory
of the college and its shamne;” and
net until their energies were aroused
and-their ambition stimulated by stir-
ing stiite of the, world, did they exhi-
bit those faculties which bave m.de
memorable an age or country. Had
not these men genius at school ? Cer-
tainly! It was cnly durmant, like the
strength of the sleeping lion. And
many boys have been thovght dunces
at school, because their teachers had
not peneiration and sagacity enough
to discover and develope the latent
spa k of intellect within them.

Swifi’s college-mat s and teachers
thought bim a dunce at the very time
that he was writing his “ Tule of a
Tub”—therough draft of which ke
then showed tu_his iriend and room-

“mate. The “7Tale” was not publish-
ed until many yesrs afterward. He
got his degrees at college by the
% gpecial favor” of the faculty, as it
stands recorded in the archives. It
appears he wonld not read the old
wuorks on logic, but preferred laugh-
ing over-Rubelnsis und Cervantes. His
teachers did not understund his chyp-
racter. They should have studied it,
and then they could easily have con-
trolled him, and, have prevented the
lamentation on his part, in after days,

, that he had thrown away eight years
of his ife. Let those youths of tulent
who may have acted as Swift’s_ did,
remember what Dr. Jobnson said of
him, viz,, that. though he had thrown
away eight years of his lite in idle-
ness, he was deteunined nut to tarow
away therest in despair. Doubtleas
some young man who ran away with
all tho hounora of his school, Swift was

in Sckools.

his class-mate as easily as all the ho-
nurs of the world afierward ran away
from him, ured to quote Swift as a
proverb of stupidity 5 but it was thus
after-resolution of Swift’s tha guve
bim the world’s honors and perhaps a
want of spirit 16 follow up the hunors
acquired at school that caused s
comperitor 1o luse thewm. :

One of Byron’s teachers pointed to
him one day, suying, “‘That lame brat
will nver be fit for any thing butto
create brods ¥ Poor Bvron, it is true,
had great talents for creating broils;
but Dwnetor Drary, another of his
teachers, discnvered that he -had ta-
lents of a far migher kind, and soc-
cessfully sought to awaken his emu-
Jation, It is pleasing to know thaf,
though Byron was ulways satirizing
his other teachers, and setung tuneir
authori.y at defiance, for Dr. Drury he
entertained the highest respect, and
has so expressed himself in language
that will not die.

When Sylla was about proscribing
Cesar, sowne one asked hin what he
had to fear from that loose-ginlled
boy. ¢ In that loose-girdled buy,”
said he, “ I see many DMariuses.”
Cromwell’s associates thought hima
foolish fanatic ; and it was his kins-
man, Hampden, who discovered his
capacity, predicLing that he, would be
the greatest man in the kingdom
shonld a revolution occur.

We all know the history of Patrick
Henry. He gave so litile promise of
mind, that when he went to be ex-
amined touching his quulifications to

* practice law, one of the gentlemen
appointed to exsmine him abtusety re-
fused the duty—he was so struck
with the unpromising appearance of
the applicant. Yet, but a short time
afterwerd, Henry made his great
speech inthe “ Parsons.” * His talents
were so little known, even to lus fa-
ther, that the old gentleman, who was
one of the judges, burst into tears on
the bench; while the peaple raised
their champion on their shoulders and
bore him in triumph through the
streets, How much sooner wonld
have been the development of Henry’s
mind if his emulation had hieen enrlier
‘aroused, and & fit opportunity had been
given-bim foy display. ~ Add when he
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was driving the plow, or officiatinz ag
the bar-keeper of 2 commen tavern,
or rouning wild through the wood in
pursnit of deer, it he Tiad et with o
teacher who ¢ould appreciate his ab.-
1tiss, who wou'd have ta'ked to him
of the unmnortal names of history, and
cheersd him on to emulanon, we
shou'd now look back upon hin, not
ouly ns our Demnsthen:«, but his own
glowing p ges woull have been the
best aunument of his renowi,

Dr. Barow’s father said that i€ it
pleased th+ Lord to tike any of his
children, he hope it would be Isaac,
as he was fit for i thing bu to fight
and set two dogs fighting. Neverthe-
leds, when this Isac grew to man-
hood, und his emulauon was awak n-
ed, he was thought in mathematics to
be inferioronly 10 N -wron, and was
the greatest dwine of his age.

Dr. Parr, the celebrared teacher,
who used to boast that ne had flogyred
all the bishops in the kmgdom, and
who, whenever it was said that such
and such a person had talea s, would
exclain:  Yes, vir; yes, uir;there’s
no dovbt of t—I have flogged him
often, and I nevor threw a flogging
away”; this reverend gentl :man was
remarkable tor discovering the hidden
talents of lus puptls, He ras the first
who discovered Sheridan’ .. He sayse¢
“Isuw it in his eye, and 1n the viva-
city of his maaner, though, as 2 boy,
Sheridan was qute carele-s of liter-
ary tame ®  Ahterw.rd, when Richard
felt a ubinous of’ such hanirs, he was
thrwn, as Dr Parr says, * upon tne
town,” without resonr-es, and -eft to
his ewn wild :mpu!ses,
doubt, was the cause of many ot She-
ridan’s errors and wanderings, which
checkered the whole of lus splendid
bug wayward career. A teacher want.
iny the obs-rvation of Dr Parrmight
have ¢onciuded that becauvse Sheri-
dan wouid not study, and us induce-
ment. cugld, wake him apply hunself,
he wanted capacity. This was the
cage with Dr. Wythe, his first teacher,
who did not distinguish between the
want of eapavity and . the want of ig-
dus ry, It app-ars from the exploits
of the “ipple-lofts,” and the pirtiality
which Sheridan’s schooi-mates en er-
tained fo- huyn, that he was more am-
bitioug of bewng the firss at play than

the first 5t swdy.  Su-ondn had not
then versificd the provero of @ gaod
at woirh, vood at pay;” but 1t otten
hippens hu he who wins the game
among hoys atterward wins the ame
among weu, when there is a tar deeper
stake, and when, t o, there 18 not half
80 much mirts among the losers, and,
alas, not Lalt so~much nappy-hearted-
ness with the winner,

There are few y ung persons who do
not feel the thirst of emulution—the
paning to reach the goal—when once
the faculiies are aroused by an uppre-
ciative teacher, They fofget how
many have fallen in the race; how
many have been pu bed aside by th.
strong and determined, who, in their
turn, have shrunk from those of higher
powers. HHow much circumsiunces
which seemed but a feather, wind
wafted any and every where! How
ofteh best-luid schemes, the profound.
est plots, the most cunning contnivan-
ces, have passed away like the bubble
on the stream, or turn:d to the ruin of
those wh > were exulting in their Band-
iwork ! How often the best talents,
adorned with every viriue, nave fallen
before the interior talents, disgraé-d
with every vice! Yer, nevertheless,
the develop.nent of the talents and
character of those who have strugled
through difficulties and danger to
emirvnce and power is interesting
and 1nstructive, no matter wh-ther
the individual uses go »d or nad m-ans
to attain his ends. ‘And if int-rest at-
t'ches to him wno siruggles ardently
1r a bad canse, how muech moire does
he excite who struggles nobly n a

This, no,‘good vne! Washington, no doubt, 1n

contemplating the actions of Cmsar
and Cromsvell, felt that if they dared
so much for mere selfishness, he conld
dare more for patrirtism; the it they
pledged life and firtune for their own
success, he would pl +dge * life, for-
tune and sacreg horor” fur the success
of his country.’ Besides, to show to
aspt:ing ambition the rock on which so
many split, vic:ims to unhailowed pas.
5103, 18 as saiwtary as the NSpartan’s
practice, when he exhibited his intox-
iented stavé to hs sons, that they
mght shun the peastly vice to which
the menaml wag a vietim, And again,
to' ehow, ou the other hand, the un.
daurted purseverance with which so
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many great men have strngpled o o
good cansey 1s to lend by the hand the
unsteady and the wavermg untd thew
fuothola 18 suce. A greit anthor used
to observe that, whenover he sat down
to write, he always placed tne lhad
on the tab'e open befurs him; * For,”
said he, “1 hike to Jight my tapr at
the sun.” And certrinly, the uctions
ot an tllustiivus 1adividsal may be said
to be a great moral luminary, from

L h A wn A A A
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which all who choose may borrow
highs., ‘That whieh elevates us above
the brate, wiatch do 8 ug service, 1s
moral energy ;-which, like the tabled
gilt ot the aichemist, extracis gold—
golden rules, at least—from every
thing around us. It determines us in
the pursuit of that which we seek,
with the apirit which may becomnea
mun.—[llinots Teacher.

Plant Flowers near the S8chocl House.

 Well that school-house looks twen-
ty-five dollars better—aliogether a
more cheer{ul and comfortable house
for our children.” And what has
wrought the transformation? What
has addad to 1ts 1nstrapsic worths It
1g-the same inits construction ; no ad-
dition has been mude to its physical
proportions It looks very much in.
ternally as it did many years since.
That same two-paned window over
the door, with a crevice in one corner,
the work of some truant snowball.
The same gay fence in front, upon
wh ch are sume hieroglyphic cherac-
ters who elanguage is the genius and
indefinite emanations of gome crude
youthfel intellect. T'he old step, with
a pieee split Irom one side, und worn
by 1he ‘dro.ipings’ nf many amerry foot-
full, is still 1n 1.8 place. If you enterthe
Louse, you wilt fiud things very muche
as of vore, The same rows of desks,
with here and there the carvings of
some * Yunkee nlade;” the stove-
pipe ranning the entire lengih of the
ronm, suspended by a duzen stout
wires ; aud the master’s de=k, 1n its
sl ent eloquence, standing beneath
the old whitzfaced clock, But there
is an air of cheerfulness abou. the
room, unkuown to its earlier days. In
Sront of the master’s desk are two white
. shelves, upon which are vases, filled
with the m;)st beaatiful flowers. dT?e
niorning glory, peeping out amid the
smiling fgmily of Florw’$ household,
The daftodd and daisy, the tulipand
the buttercup, the bold crimson peony
-and the modest violet, blending their
variegated colors, muke altogether an
-objectuf peculiar interest to the lovers
of the.:beautitul.  But where is the
extre twenty-five dollars? Whence
this addiuonel value? Why, about

cne year sincetke teacher planted a
morning glory by the doorway, A
few rose bushes were brought. from a
neighbour’s garden and planted be-
neath the window. A row of picks
and daojsies wera set beside the walk.
In a neglected corner was a circle of
daffodils and buttercups, and the spirit
of beauty seemed whisnering amid &
happy, joyous group of children. "'ho
morping glery sprang up at the touch
of the first spring shower, and soun
was seen windiog 1ts tender vine a-
round a siring leading up bestde the
window. Some red, white and purple
flowers made their appearance, and
attracted the artention of many a hap-
py girl and boy., The duisies and
pinks were soon n blossom, and the
great peonv, that Mrs, A. gave the.
teccher, was snon seen in broad lux-
urisnt bloony by the vateway,

Befere June bhad clothed the mea-
dows in their 1hick, gre~n vesture, the
roge tree under the window bore more
thdn a score of bright beau ilul blos-
soms, Indeed, the mnspiring breath
of pature seemed to whisper encour-
aging words to the teacher's care for
flowers, The rough, impetuous buy
would stop and drop a word of admi-
ration, as his eyes canght the pheno-
ofenon, and then stuop to tear up the

‘weed that was choking the growth of

the flower. What a beautiful text for-
a moral lesso. How simple, and how
plainly similur the weeds of passion
and lustare ferever intercepting the
growth of virtue. Every little girl had
her own favorite flpwer., Some sdinir-
ed the daisy for its proverbial, its
beawifol modesty, and almost stooped
to listen to the sweet. low words of,
“1gnocence” 1 seemdd o breathe
Others delighted to 'gaze upon the



10

PHE PARISH SCHOOL ADVOCATE.

sweet-seented pink, while the purity
of affection seemed to glow still
brirhter. '

Gla Mre. B. had frequently told the
tencher, that- the children were such
cureless crentures they would tear ap
all the flowers that might be planted
around the school-house, “*T'wns no
use to trv—on'y a waste of time.”
But the sequel proved that Mrs. B.
unsjudger for once. Nota flower was
despoiled. New passions seemed
awskened. The beautiful things of
nature began o excreisea controlling
influence over many a rough spirit,
You would seea group of girls or
boys out amid the flowers, after their
lessons were repeated, searching for
truant weeds, or watering the thirs.y
plants. And the priviteze of doing
this proved a profitable incentive to
study. Not unfrequently wounld the
pusser-by stop and lean against the
fence and admire, Tor 2 moment, the
beauty of these strange flowers which
had sprong vp, as1f by magic, n that
barren place, the school house yard.
This was, then, not an unprofitable
investment, It yielded moare than a
“hundred fold.” ellow-teacher, 1s
there not a neglected waste corner in
your school house yard, where a flow-
er wonld grow ? Would not & morning

“

glory flourish beside your daor ? Have
you not a spire moment, in whi‘h it
would be pleasant to ture your atten-
tion to the culuvaion of flowers?
Would it n. t be ar agreeuble inauner
in which to spend @ e cess n.w and
then with your pupile? Commuatin
with the beautifol is indeed desirable
for our clildren. It refines the feel-
irgs, culiivates the afft ctions, aund re-
fl cts brygrht images vpon the heart.

A child taught to love the beauntiful
things of nature, will earnestly inquire
after nuture’s God. And 10 promote
and direct this important inguiry. is
the ¢rowning work of education.

All systems of educ-tion, that do
not regard mofal ohligation rnd mural
responsibility as the corner stone, are
most sadly deficient.

A flower will do what the rod can
not accomplish. It may soften the ob-
duracy of the heart, refine thz dull
mass ¢! human affections. Then plant
flowers. Plunt them in early spring
time. Plant them at every waste cor-
ner. Coliivate them with care, and
you will soon hear their beautifal
Janguage echoed from youthful lips,
thelr bright unages glowing 1 youth-
ful countenances, and an atmosphere
of puri'y reigning all around.—JNew
York leacher.

MISCELIAANECTS.
On the Vitality of Grass Seed.

[From the Lower Canada Farmer's Journal.]

The question is often asked, and
many tiue s by th se whoare esteem-
ed the wsest and best of farmers—
“ s giass seed and clover seed, which
is mo e than one, two, or three ye rs
old, just as good axsecd only one year
old #”

By nany it is bel:eved that there is
really no d:f2rence in seed, whether
it 1s one or four years old jand it
would seem that when proper care is
excreised in securing such seed, not
suffering it to be u jured by storms,
nor to heat in the mow befure it is
cleansed from the chaff; it wenld be
good seed, and vegetate well cven
when it i~ « few years old. We have
always thought, unt.l recently, that
old seed war &s guod as new, ahd havc

many times sown clover and timuthy
se..d which was wure than a year old,
but have uoticea almost iuvariably,
that such seed did not seem to ** take”
well; and, not thinking that the seed
was not goud, we have atuibuted such
farlare to the uniavorable condition of
the sml—that it was covered 1ov deep,
or not covered at all with earth. But
Thave always had good success in
seeding land, in both fall and wnter
when Uhave vsed fresh seed. I have
observed many times that these far-
mers v ho contend thet old szed 15 Just
as good as new, and who are in the
habit of sewing old sved, frequent-
ly complain tha their g.ass seed dues
not seem to wake well. )

As crery faiumer should, if possible,
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raise his own gras<seed, we have been
accustomed every year 10 select some
of the best portions of our meadow
and let it ripen for seed. 1In 1849 we
saved about two acrves of timothy
grass; and asit yieided several bushels
miore than we wanted to sow in one
season, it was kept in barrels in the
granarv. The seed sown in 1850
tovk well. In 1851 we suwed about
one bushel of the same kind of seed,
and were much smipnised to find that
but a small portion of the seed ever
came np. Not having occasion to use
the remainder of the seed, it was kept
until the spring of 1855, when we
rowed about two bushels of it, and
none of it grew. The cause of failure
was thought to be the universal dry-
ness of the soil.

Iu the spring of 1856 from ene to
two bushels mure were sown. but none
of it vegetated ; and in September
Jast about two bushels more were sown
after wheat on summer fallow, where
the soil was very mellow and moist,
and as favorable as a soil could be for
seed of any kind. and not one single
spear can be found which has sprung
from the seed sown at that time.

In a fewjustances, in years gune by,
we have sown turnip seed which was
from two to three years vld ; and from
such seed we never obtained many tur-
nips; while from new seed they were
slmost apt to stand too thick.

In the spring of 1853, we used car-
rot sced which was three years old,

and not one seed 10 one hnndred vege-
tated. [n the spring of 1855, we used
carrot seed two years old ; and in some
rows of one hundred feet long, there
would be but six, eight or ten carrots;
and not one-tenth part of the seed in
all the rows, ever came up. In the
spring of I8533, 1 sowed a paper ot
carrot seed, which we have good rea.
son to believe was old seed, and the
result was, we did not raise one single
carrot,

W hat the experience of others may
be on this subject I am not able tosay,
but what I have peaned Iknow to be
veritable truth; and, furthermore, 1
know that the cause of failure ‘was in
the seed, and not in the unfavorable-
ness of the soil.  And if such should
be the result with old seed on my farm
may we not safely conclude that when
a failure has been attributed to a poor
and barren soil in many instantes, the
fault was inthe seed? Weknow that
grass seed is kept on hand many t.mes
by proprietors of agricultural seed
stores until it is several years old, and
itis no uncommon thing for country
merchants to keep clover and umothy
-seed from year to, year, ard sell such
for fresh seed; and if my seed should
lose i1s vitality in so short a period of
time, it wou'd seem to be the dictate
of sound wisdoin for every farmer to
raise his own seed from yeat to year;
or sow none except that which isknown
to be the product of the previous
year.

A Curious Question.

It is a singular illustration of the in-
exactness of agricul'ural knowledge,
that the questivn how mahy seeds
there are in the pound of vur comman-
ly cultivated ficld plants, should still
remain to be answered. It is plain
that the answer will oot necessarily
affect farm praciice—for the quantiiy
of seed which it is pruper 10 sow per
acre, is a matter to be determined by
experience, not by arguwent apart
from trial, and yet surely it is most de-
sirable to compare the number of the.
seeds we ordinarily sow with that of
the plants we aise. If in ordinary
praetice, 1 200,000 seeds of wheat are
sown on every 40,000 super-icial fest,
or what is more extraordinary, fifteen

to eighteen million seeds of flax are
scattered on the saine eatent, ab.ut
three 10 every inch of land, it is sure-
ly well to let the farmer kuow it. He
knows very well he dues not raise so
many plants as this—and strock, as he
may be, by the enormous dispropurtion
between the means he uses,and he re-
sult he gets, he will inquire into its
.causes.

The turnip secd employed per acre,
numbers from 600,000 10 1,000,000,
according 1o the kind and quantiny
adopted ; this, if the rows are iwo feet
apart, is two or three dozen seeds per
fout or row, where a siugle plent alene
is to be grown. No doudt nothing
like so many geaerally come up, hnt
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th uth reis a greatds struction by the
hoe, wh‘g(‘h will explain much of the
diser 'pancy in this case. \What. how-
ever, becomes of the 18 000,000 seeds
of flax which are cummun y—of the
6.000,000 seeds of eats which are
sometines sown per acre? ‘There is
no destruction by the hoe in either iu-
stance here A single ear of vat- may
coutain 100 grains— a swgle plant will
gererally include half a dozen ears,
but if 6.000.000 plants should yield as
much as tis hnplies, they weould | ro-
duce 100 lvads of grain. Instead of
600 seeds a piece, they yi. ld but half
a dozen each to produce an ordinary
crop of cats. It is plain that five-
sixths of the seed, or of the plants that
they produce, are killed in the eultiva-
tion of the crop; and the proportion
is vastly greater than this in the case
of other plants. What is the ordin-
ary seeding of the clover crop ? Eight
pounds of red clover, four of white
clover, and four of trefoil may be sown
—that is at least 6,000,000 seeds per
acre—a seed on every inch of land—
but instead of 144, are there generally
half a duzen plants on every square
fout of the clover field ?
There are about 25,000 seeds of
. sainfoin in a pound of ¢ rough’ seed,

as it is called, and 1. weighs sue 20
Ibs. per bushel , lour bushels in an or-
divary seeditg, atd tiry contain 2,-
000, 100 seeds, or fifty per squarg fuot
of Jand. This is the vuwber, wo, of
saeds in an ordinary seeding of vetch-
es. Itis mamfest that in both these
cases there is an enormous destruct o
either of youny plants or secd, and
these are the two great dwvis.us
under which the causes of this anuvina-
ly must be classed : favlts of seed and
suwing, and faulis of culuvativn. We
are enabled, by the assistance of Messrs.
Rendle, of Plymoath, to lay be-
fore them the fulluwing answers to the
question— how many seeds to the

pound?
No. of Seeds. No.of 1bs

Name. pes 1b. perbus.
Wheat, 10,500 58to 64
Barley, 15,400 48t 56
Oats, 20000 381042
Rye, 23,000 56 to 60
Canary Grass, 54,000
Buckwheat, 25,000 48 to 56
Turnip, (Reudle’s Swede) 155,000 50 to 66
¢ 77 (Cv rnish Holdfast) 239,000 ¢
¢ (Orange Jelly,) 233,000 ¢
Cabbage, (~wotch Drumhead) 128000 56
¢ (Drumbhead Savey,) 117,000 50 to 66
Clover, (Red), 249,600 60
s (W hite,) | £86,400 89 to 62
Rye grass, (Perer nial,) 314,00 20t0 23
. (Ltal ). 2,000 13to I8
Sweet Vernal Grass, 232,000 8
—Idem.

Rural Architecture.

In a progressive and enlightened age
like this, 1t is somewhat astonishing
that so litle effort has been nade to
improve and beautify the homes of the
rural populatian,

The assoviations connected with
chilhood have an important bearing on
the cunduct of the man, and the recol-
Jections of yuuth from the most agree-
able pictmes that are impressed on the
tables of memoty.

The scenes of our childhood, the
hopes of our youth, and the aspira-
tions of onr manhood come crowding
to he mere mention of home. In -
fancy, consciousness first dawned upon
the beauty of natuie beneath the grate-
ful shade of its trees, aud their memo-
1y 10 after life acts as an meentive to
noble action.

‘Thereaiebut few eyes whose will aot
brighten, and whose pulse will nut
quicken as the reminiscences of past
happy days are bzought tu wind.

« How dear to my heart are the szenes

of my ohilihood, i
As fond recollcciion presents them to
VIew :
The orchard, the meadow, the deep tan-
gled wild wood,
And every loved spot which my infan-
cy knew. :
“The wide-spreading pond, the mill
.that stood by it,
The bridge and the rock where the
cataract fell,
The cot of my father, the dairy house
nigh it,

And e'en the rude bucket which hung
in the well.”

With asseciations similar to these,
and with suflicient wealth at their com-
maud, a large guruon of the eitizens of
our prusperous country are contynt to
dwell in houses but little if any betier
than thuse construcied by the first sst-
tlers of wursoil; and there to bring up
and educate the children, who are to
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be the men and women of \he next gene-
rati . They think, no doubt, that it is
for the henefit of thusechildrenthat they
continue to economize and toil ; but a
few moments®’ reflecucu would show
that the foundation of all education is
laid at the hume of our childhood.
W ith the perceptions of order, sym-
meity, and heauty, awakens the desire
for pussessions, and with them cumes
that refinement of macuers which dis-
tinguishes a civilized &romn a cuarse
and brutal peaple. And as the fiist
perception of order and beauty is awa-
kened 1n most winds by external ob-
jects, a comfuriable and atiraciive
home has aa impuortant bearing on edu~
cation aud refinement.

Like a strong anchor, the mere sen-
timent of home has saved many a man
from shipwreck.

‘Then, how necessary dees it be-
come, fur a thinking moral people, to
thraw every attraction around their
home that their means will allow. In
this view, the adornment of the Home-
stead has social and mora) influerc
far beyoud the mere gruificativa v
the eye,or the consideration i del-
lars and cents.

The desire to surround ourselves
with the higher souzces of enjuyment,
rather than be conwent with mere utili-

1y is to acknowledge the existence of .

a sentiment, which, next to a refigious
one is the purest 20d noblest part af our
nature. A man's dwelling, to a certain
extent, may be regarded 2s a type of bis
charaeter, and in. the aggregale the
appearance of the houses, as an index
of the people.

Ranlett, in his work on Architec-
ture, observes that, % The house pro-
per. deserves more care and calcula-
tion, in its structure, than a packing
box. [tis thecase in which &wman
pluces the abjects which are dear-
est 10 hun; in which he shuts hun-
self from the world to enjoy that
purtien of it which hecan call hisown;
it is his sanctuary in the time of trou-

ble, his retreat from oppression, the

scene of his struggle for lifc, and the
last ghmpse of the world.”

Duubtless many persons are deterr-
ed from endeavouring to render their
homes autzactive, by fear of itginvolv-
ing u large outlay of money. Toa
certanextent thisneeid not be thacase—

taste and judgment will point out
many additions.and ornaments that can
be had, which cust but & trifle, or a
few hours’ labour,

The effects of vines, evergreens,
and shade trees are not sufficiently ap-
preciated. —Three-fuurths of the cot-
tages that have endeared themselves to
the hearts of true poets and Jovers of
nature, have vwed their charms to the
trees and shrubs aad vines with which
they were embuwered. It ia the rural
charoeter \mpasted by this drapery that
wine the affections,

Assuciations of refinement, grace,
and beauty, are counected with the ve-
cupation of a cottage, where

«Across the porch, thick jéssamines
twine,
And in the garden, myrtles blossom.”

. A row of evergreens judiciously
placed wight hide an unsightly ohject
from the view. But nothing can eom-
pensate for the want of shade trees
around a country huuse.

In lieu of enclusing the door yard
and adjoining field with the ordinary
worm fence, how much better it would
be to have a hedge—a plain paling—
arough board, or even a post and rail
fence. Such additions as these, cost-
ing linle but time, would entirely
change the aspeet and throw a charm
around many a place that now looks
cold and desvlate. Sumething of a
love for the beawtiful is always sug-
gested by a vine covered coniage, be-
cause mere utility would never lead
any one to adorn their residence. .

A house may be compared to a wo-
man. A greatdeal of money might
be expended in rich dressing, which
woald add, 1f properly appiied 1o the
attractious suited to the taste of some
persons, but when neatly and tastily
dressed with well fitting garments, °
there is a charm  that ali will acknow-
ledge’; and 1o carry the simile a step
further, if slovenly dressed, a dislike
is sure to be produced.’

There is a 1nisapprehension of the
requisites of hesuty in a Idwelling ;
most persans think to embellish 2 honse
would be very expensive—this need
notbe the cuse. An expression of
beauty cun be given to the simplest
farm house. Even a common lug
house maybe made attraciive.
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Our country houses saould emhody
such ideas of order, beauty aud truth
as shall elevate and purify the mind.
A building may completcly answer the

useful requnirements. of man, and yet
not give a ray of pleasure or satisfag-
tion to the heart or understanding.—
Agriculturalist,

Origin of Parliaments,

The origin, or first institution of
Parliaments, is so far hidden in the
dark ages of sntiquity, as not to be
very easily or distinetly t-aced. The
word Parliament, was first applied to
general assrmblies by King Pepin of
Frauce, in the year 706. [u the reigus
of the first kings of France, justice
was generally adwmimgtered by the
king in person, assisted by counsel-
lorsof his own selection and appoint-
ment. Pepin being obliged to go to
Italy, und wpprehensive that his sub-
jects might suffer for want of justice
1 his absence, instituted & Parliament,
composed of several of the wisest and
greatest persons of the kingdom, who
were appointed to tneet twice a year
for the decision of all suits which
might be brought before them. Al-
though designed but fir a temporary
purpose, this institution was found of
so much pnblic convenience, that it
was adopted as part of the perininent
frame of government ; and subsisted
under varrous med:ications d»wn to
the great revolution of 1789. I's func-
tions were always, however, strictly
of an executive order ; nor had it other-
wise than by a very indirect operation,
the power of legislation. What gave
it this power, and rendered it in some
sense a barrier betwixt the preroga-
tives of the crown and the liberties of
the people, was a rule of great anti-
guty, that every edict, ordinance, or
declaration of the king and council,
must he enrolled in 1his court, before
it could have the force of a law ; so
that thongh it could not originate good
laws, it had at least the power of put-
ting a negative on bad ones.

In England, too, where the sppella-
tion of Parliament is considered as so
peculiarly applicable to the legislature
of the country, it was long exclusive-
ly applied teo un assembly o! select
persons, who met atstated periods, and
acted ng council, or assessors to the
king in the admnisiration of justice,
As far ag legiglative powers were al-
lowed to the crown, without the assent

of a more general sssembly, the king,
in he Parliament or council, seems to
have assumed such powers; but its
chief functions were still strictly ex-
ecative The legislature of England,
as it has existed in later times, arose
out of occasional communings be-
tween the king and council ; and cer-
tain persons invited to represent. the
people, for the purpose of treating of
the common weal. The kingsum-
moned the latter to meet him in kis
Parliament ; and when such meetings,
in the process of time, expanded into
a complete representativa system. the
name oft Parliament naturally attach-
ed itselt to the whule united body of
king. lords, (or conncil)and Commons.
In order to be in full possession of
e legislative history of Englnd, we
must, however, go farther back than
the introduction of the term Puw lia-
ment, in either the on+ sense or the
other. it wasan impowation of the
Norman couquest; and lon: before that
period, the nation had iis great coun~

-cils, in which all matters of impor-

tance were debated and setiled; a
practice whicn seems to huve been
umversal among the northern nations,
par icularly the Germans ; and carried
by them into all the countries of Eu.
rope, which they overran_at the dis-
snlution of the Romun Empire. In
England, this general council had
been held immemocrially under the ge-
veral names of mickel synoth, or
“great council;? michel gemote, or
¢ great mesting ;" and nwre frequent-
ly wittenogemote, or .* the meeting of
the wise men.” It wasregilarly con-
vened at the festivals of Christmas,
Easter, and Whitsunride, and'occa-
sionally at other times, as difficult cir.
cumstances in other exigences might
require. Who were the constituted
members of this supreme tribunal, has
long b en u subject of debate ; and the
disgertutions to which it has given
rive, have anly coutrihured to invelve
it m greater obscurity, It has bren
pretended, that not only the mulitary
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renants had a right to be present, but

thut the ceorls, or husbandmen, the

lowest class of freemen, slso atiend-

ed by their representatives, the bur-

shelders of the tytbings. The latter,
part of the sssertion has, however,
been made without a shadow of evi-
dence, and the former is huilt on very
fallacious grounds, Itis, indeed, pro-
buble, thut_ in the infancy of the An-
glo-Saxun states, most of the m:litary
retainers ey have attended the pub-
lic councils j yet even then, the deli-
berations were confined 10 the chief-

tains, and nothing remained for the

vassala but to applaud the dutermina-

tions of their lords, In later tumes,

when the seversl priucipalitics were

united 1to one monarchy, the recur-

renve of these assemblies, thrice in

every year within the short spice of
81X monthy, would have been an in-

supportable burthen to the lesser pro-

prietors; and there 1s reason to sus-

pect. that the greater proprietors at-

tended only when it wasrequired by the

importance of events, or by the vicini-

ty of the court. The principal mem-

bers seem to have been the spiritual

and temporal thanes who held unme-

diatelv of thbe crown, and who could

command the services of military vas-

aals. it was necesgary thut the king*
should vbtam the assent of these 10

all legisistive enacuments; because

without their acqui scence and sup-

port, it was impessible to carry them

into execution. Y

There are many charters to which
the signatures of the wiltenagemote
are affixed. They seldoms exceed
thirty in number, and never nm-unt to
sixty. They mclude the names of
the king and his-sons, of 4 few bishops
and abbots, of nearly an equal nom-
ber of enldorinen and thanes, and oc-
casionally ot the queen and one tir two
abbesses. ‘T'he fideles, or vassals,
whn had accomoanied their lords, are
mentioned as lookine on and applaud-
ing; but there ex sts o proo! what-
even, that they enjoyed any share in
the deliberations.

Tngrred, the witfenngemote did not
possess much idependent authority ;
forss individunlly they werethe vassuls
of the sov:reign, and had sworn *to
love what he loved, and shun what he
shunned,” there can he hittle doubt that
they generally acquiesced in his wish-

es. We have ingtances of this council
mecting to ovder the affairs of the
xmgdom, to muke new laws, and
amead the old, as early as the reign of
Ina, Kivg of the West Saxons; Offa,
King of the Mercians; and Ethelbert,
King of Kent, ir the several realms 6f
the Heptarchy. After their union,
King Alfred erdamed for a perpetual
usage, *‘that these councils should
meet twice 1n the year or oftener, if
need be, to treat of the government of
God’s people 5 how tiey should kerp
themselves from sin, should live 1a
queet, and should receive right.” Suc-
ceoding Saxon and Denish monarchs
held frequer t councils of the sort, as
appeurs from their respective codes of
laws. -Afier the Norman onmiquest, all
laws were jnvariadly made inthe nune
of the king, On some important. occu-
siors, however, the king exercised his
row-rs of legislation with the advice
and consent of pergons styled his
barous, conven-d by ivs command;
and on others, he appeors to have ex-
ercised those powers with the advice
of a council, consisting »f cer am of-
firers of the crown. ‘The Great Ghar-
ter of Kang John, is the enrliest au-
thentic document from which tle con-
stitution of that legislative assembly
called the King’s Great Couacil,or the
Greuat Council of the Realm, car be
with any degree of certinty collected.
Acrording to that charter, whatever
might be the authority for enacting
other laws, such an assembly as there
deseribed, was alone competent to
grant an extraordinary aid to the
crown; and the pérsons vomposing
that assembly were required to be
swmnoned by the king’s writ, either
generally or personally, but bothin
reference to their holding lands m
chief of the crown. No clear infer-
ence can be drawn from the charter,
that any city or borough had any
share in the constitution of thisdegis-
lntive assembly. The charterof John,
however, dues not epprar 1o have
o« n afterwards considered ns having
definitely setiled that coustitution,
even ‘or the purpose of granting ex-
traordinary aids to the erown ; for by
a subsequent charter of Henry ihe
‘Third, in the first year of his reign,
the whole subject was expressiy re-
served for future discassion. It is &
churter of this last monarch, passed in
N . M \
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the ninth year of his reign, and nut
that of John, which vughi. in tact, to
fbe regarded as the great charter o
British liberty. A grant of a fifteenth
of the movenbles of all persons inthe
kingdom, is ueclared in this instru-
ment to have been made by ull the
ersons by whun 1t was to be paid.
q‘..e insisument does not indeed ex-
press in what manner the consent of
all was given to the grant ; but as
that consent could not have been given
by all pursunally, 1t auust either fave
been gwven by persuns representing,
and competent to bind all, or the
whole statement must b. an audaci-
ous fiction. However the fact may
stand,this charter d stiactly recogniz-
ed that principle on which the right of
representation seems bes turest, that
all who cun.ribute to the support of
the state, ouglit to have avoice 1n its
councils. .
In the 49th of Hynry the Third,
when the country wos torn by civil
commotions, and that monarch was a
prisoner in the hands of part of his
subjects. a great council was convened
in the king’s name, consisting of cer-
tain persons, both of the clergy and
laity, who wpre rudsmoted individu-
ally by the king’s special writ, accord-
ing to the charter of King Jobn, and
of persons not so summoned, but re-
quiied to attend in consequence of
writs directed to the sheriffs of certain
counties, and ta the officers of certain
cities and boroughs,and of the cinque
purts, enjoining them to cause pec-
sons tu be chosen as representatives
of those counties, cities, boroughs,
and cinque ports. Thisis the first
authentic eviderce we have of the ex-
istence of a legislative assembly in
Eugland, subsequent at least to the
conquest, consisting partly of per:ons
summoned by special writ of the king,
and partly of uthers elected by certalr
portic ns of the communwity torepresent
them. Theleg:-la ive ussemblie of the
country appear to have been general-
ly, though not always, constituted
nearly in the same manner 23 this of
Henry Il uwil the time of Rdward
II., w! en they at length consisted, as
they now coun-ist, of two dis inct
bodies, having different characters,
rights and duties, end geners ly dis-
tinguished by the appellation of LorDs
and COMMONS.
The Lords were 21l summoned by

special writs; but distinguished amon
themselves as spiritual and temporal.
The rights of the Lords spiritual, as
members of the legislative assembly,
were attached to temporal possessicns
which they enjoyed as belonging to
their 1espective ecc.esivsticar digni-
ties, and were transmitted with these
possessions to tueir successors in these
dignities ; weilst the rights of the
temporal Lords, as members of the
legislative assembly, were generally,
though not universally, considered
as hereditary, according to the terms
and modes of their creation.

The Commons consisted of those
elected by the counties, cities, bo-
roughs, and c:nque ports, to represent
them ; but the the king exercised a
discretionary power of issuing pre-
¢ -pts for such election, and could at
his pleasure increase or diminish the
number of members,

The functions of the legislature, as
thus constituted, were solemnly fixed
by a declsratory ~tatute of the 135th
of Edward II., and confirmed by »n
ordinance of Richard I in the fifth
year of his reign. It was by the
former declared, thst® ®all matters
which were to be established for the
estate of the king or his Lewrs, and
‘for the estate of ghe realm or the
people, should be treated, ac orded,
and established in Parliament by the
king, and by the assent of the pre-
lates, earls, and barons, and the com-
monalty of the 1calm, according as it
had been theretofore accustomed.”

Although the right «f ¢“the com-
monalty of the realm” to a share in
the national legislature, was thus ex-
pressly declared, a right which they
could not, of course, exercise in their
aggregate capacity, but must do by
a representative body, the constitu-
tion of that bodv remained extremely
imperfect, as long as the king retain-
ed the power of adding, at his plea-
sure, to ths number of places which
were to return members.

Yet the power the kings of England
continued to exercise long after the days
of the Edwards and the Richards, anc
even down to a very late period It was
not indeed until the union with Scotland,
that this power could be considered as
virtual.y done away, by the terms of the
compact which united the twe kingdoms,
and brought them under one legiulature,
to which each wasto semd a stipulated
incorporation of members,~—[Péercy An-
ccdotes.



