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1 0 doubt some reader will be influenced by the
! press accounts of made at Washing-
: ton towards a favorable basis for the reduc-
on of armament.

He may conelude this to be a sincere attempt on
he part of the ruling class to give the world a re-

pite from War.
Alas; such is not the case, but is instead the out-

1 show to appease the pacifists upon whose
voulders fall most heavily the burden of taxes for
he upkeep of the State foreas.

These taxes must be paid by bourgeois society
for industrial

this, Jet me cite for a moment a
whieh developed in 1910, when the
war clouds were gathering over the Atlantic, and

ar in the Pacific—What For?

:I‘a.ke for example, France, the most brazenly im-
perialist country in Europe today and watch the
moves made by the Government and the declarations
mwade by its representatives at Washington while
discussing reduction of armament.

Replying to Secretary Hughes’ outline of a basis
for naval reduction, Briand had this to say:—

“You have shown us the way; you have showm us that
it is no longer a question of groping in the dark for a way
out of the difficulty, you have struck out boldly the oppor-
tunity for us by setting the example. 1 say, Mr. Secretary,
that we are back of you.”

How far the French overnment was willing to go,
in support of Hughes’ basis of reduction is shown in
the press despatch here quoted from the daily press
December Tth, but a few days previous to Briand’s
reply :—

“The Chamber of Deputies (Paris) yesterday adopted
provisionally the naval budget of 844,000,000 francs which
covers the commencement of, and progress on three light
cruisers, six torpedo boat destroyers, twelve torpedo boats,
twelve submarines and one airplane carrier in addition

to three cruisers and twenty-four submarines.”

R FIVE CENTS

Under capitalism industrial activity can only
proeeedinspums;yetpoproliﬁcilwhincpm-
tinction, theontpnto!hborunohlybeeonmod
in war. { o :

Ontheotherhmd,.oputiltheeodrotwar,
levies made on industry, industrial sfagnation
follows and the workers for the major part of
time are casually employed. It is then "that eom-
petition becomes keener between the sellers "and
wl:;‘never trade can be carried on friction is gemer+#
“ PR o

Sobackwecomea_gaintotheonlypotmﬁalmir-
ketforthgsurplmofaenenandunmofm'plu. .
Writing in the November issue of *‘Current B
tory” (New York) Stephen Bonsal has this to say g
about this market:— e

“WIn;uyMChhmmwtnubﬂm
state what most people will admit;

thCMfwmm became most frenned This wei : 2

i O . ghty contribution to the future peace of

At that time Great Britain decided 10 lay down  yhe world will be further increased if the following

two keels & ong ..w,._& ton, Dese b -
Bter the great ' Peace “The British delegation learned that the French . ' Sepattment of Co g AT
1909, when the Agenda provides for ten 35,000-ton super-dreadnoughts in the ten- “n"""‘""“'“m...w _
the same as that drawn years subsequent to 1925. map and that ‘our German trade, naturally encugh, is

“These vessels of a type similar to the American: batile- greatly veduced. S P

ship Maryland, would give
of 350,000, as against 315,000
ance of

While tiie hands of
are raised high in .amazement at the
Frauce, the sheet is still wet where the signatures of

In an “‘open letter,”
contemporary, Prof. Hans
this to say concersing the

“Full of alarm concerning

own armaments, and from all sides are
detp'wmﬁkllnhHwnt

armaments
; there
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livihz writers
dmit that the war

rivalry: the
that clear.

A seftlement which made the Hall of Mirrors at

Moreover. the best of
upon the title of thinkers will a
of 1914-18 was the ountcome of trade

very terms of settlement made

\ Versailles look like a scene from Ali Baba.
“Where instead of settling the ©
peoples they each submitted programs
srandizement and economic advantages.
time they (the Allied represen
cous {ndomnity billa the total of which
the aggregate wealth of the enemy countries.”

h Disarmament conferences have
other in & steady stream since 1899, w

: of Russia proposed that the nations
should cease to develop their armies

yond their (then) present strength.
«Peace’’ confer-

And each in tarn, like every
ence, has failed miserably to o
which they can all agree.
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Jalms of oppressed
of territorial ag
while at the same

tatives), pmclltd erron:
exceeded by billions

followed each
‘hen the Czar
of the world
and navies b

tablish & basis upon

Dalfour, Hughes and Kato are appended to a naval
agreement betwéen them to diseard the oldest and
and retain those which are most ~ justmt

efficient of pre-war days and those that embody the

most obsolete craft

net experiences of the war.

Ships like the Colorado, the Hood,
whose displacement is
ing ships afloat or is in
gramme of other nations;

express trains.
Fleets made up of eraft
sels of immediate pre-war
less. numerically, than was
They displace, t00,
power, as every known
embodied in them.

So governments may be
payers that they
reducing active w
naval reserves, thus
ing pay (reader, let 's

Naval engagements in
such a character that an
out in a few hours. A big
to man new fleets in ¢co
case of such a disaster.

From all of the foregoing one may
fact that Washington
arranging & basis up
peace, undisturbed by
than Paris, Versailles,
Hague on previous occasions.

What bourgeois

have a drink!).

and not for peace.

and the Mutsu,
greater than any other fight-
tended by the naval pro-
ships whose gun batteries
are the highest calibre, and whose speed is that of

like these and of ves-
days can afford to be
the case in former days.
a considerable amount of man:
device for conserving this is

able to show the tax-
have considered their interests by
orkers aboard these ships to the
reducing expenses by reduc-

the near future will be of
entire fleet will be wiped
reserve then is necessary
arse of construction, and in

deduce the
will be no more guccessful in
on which society can rest at

thoughts of war,—no more 80
London, Geneva, and the

gociety has failed to take cog-
nizance of is that capitalism is organized for war

years to come.™ G -

Here, too, are attracted the sellers from other
nations; sellers whose profits from industry are also
affectsd by conditions in Europe, and with interests
in China which cannot fuse.

For instance, the United States will trade mach-
inery with China and recelve in exchange raw silk
and silk substitutes. These materials will be trans- i
formed in American factories, and the products will
place still further in the background of & world mar- o
ket the textiles of Great Britain. :

The machine in China as elsewhere in the world

will supersede handicraft production and reduce the
value of output as well as increase quantity. Henee,
given unretarded, development under the tuition of
America, China will supply the world with siik to
the same degree at least, that{ Britain supplied it,
formerly, with linen and eotton goods.

But the establishment of the machine means also
the development of power. And this development
calls for the release of capital for exploitive pur-
poses, in extracting from nature eoal for fuel, which
hasmmm«hedin(!hhsmmt

. (Oentinyed on page 5)



PAGE TWO - WESTERN CLARION

he Collapse of the South Wales
- Coal Trade

.

(Continued from last edition) are the Ocean Coal Co., Ltd., the Lewis Merthyr ufacture, newspaper and publishin

BY J. T. WALTON NEWBOLD Consolidated Collieries, Ltd., and the Rhymney Iron operation, and a hundred and or

~No wonder Sir Charles Greenway, Chairman of Co., Ltd., whilst it has been rumonred that the oeto- characteristic of finance capitalisn

the Anglo-Persian Oil Co., Ltd., whose 52 oil tanks pus of the Rhondda and Risca, the United National

at Skewen are as obvious as a blow between the eyes Collieries, Ltd.. is being absorbed by “P.D.”" D. R. mencement of the slump in the export trade, findy
to the South Wales miner, can say:— ' Llewellyn and directors of Baldwins, Ltd.,, and the the coal-owners of South Wales able cithe r
*‘In the' shipping industry it is already clear Cardift Collieries Ltd., are also entrenched in the (i) to secure almost the entirety of such

that the oil-driven vessel is rapidly foreing the  ghare Jist. as there may be left in the coal trade, or

coal-burning one from the seas."’ (Compendium, The Ebhw Vale Steel, Iron and Coal Co., Ltd., (il) to buy and sel) eoal, at home or on the Con.
June, 1921.)

8 business, cigan,

1e¢ other activities
1.
The end of the steam eoal “*boom,"" and the cop,

profitg

which has affiliation with the Consolidated Cambrian, tinent, or in South Ameriea, regardless of wheth.
That spells FINIS to the bunker trade of South through joint holdings of the Beynons, and of the er it is raised in South Wales or in Westphalia
Wales. It also marks the beginning—or the middle Jatter in the Fernhill Collieries, Ltd., has praetically or the Saar or the Pas de Calsis. or Ay whers
—of the end of the notion that membership of the. monopolised the Western Valleys, and dug itself else on the planet, or '
South Wales Miners’ Federation—or the M.F.G.B.— :

well into the Eastern Valleys also. s (iii) to withdraw their capital from collieries

with eémplete organisation at the point of produe- The Tredegar Iron and Coal Co., Ltd., and its <« and the coal trade, and to re.invest it anywhere

tion, is in any conceivable way adequate to the needs

Subsidiaries, have fourteen square miles of - land, else in the ecapitalist system.
of the present and the future. about half a dozen up-to-date collieries ofithe largest Moreover, they have contrived a syphon.system of
3 The Owners Face the Future

size, and the practical monopoly of the Sirhowy commercial and financial eonnections of such a char.

The coal-owners of South Wales have realised, Valley. They have, also, a link through Colonel acter that, within the company and ecommon law,

for some considerable time, that the era of inordinate Wyllie, with the United National Collieries. Ltd. they cam, if they wo desire, run the profit entirely

prosperity which they have experienced and which Cory Brothers, Ltd., are established, directly or out of the eoal production side of their business into
has raised them to such giddy eminence of wealth

. —__ ' indireetly, in the Aberdare, Rhondda, Oigmore and broking, shipping, importing, carriage, insurance,
and power was not destined to continue indefinitely. Noath Valleys. and what they choose.

They have been made aware of the progresr of this

Baldwins, Ltd.. though chiefly in steel, have in- No wonder that the miners are going to be al.
displeasing revolution brough§ about by the adop terests in some half dozen collieries in the Avon lowed to examine the books of the companies under
tion of oil fuel for merchant and warships. Changes Valley and in South and West GGlamorgan. these conditions, and with every superficial appear-
of this sort are always sensed in advance by those ““A Purely Academic Discussion’’ ance of equity, have their wages regulated in accord
who are in daily touch with the rise and fall of

In coming together in these great amalgamations with the rise and fall of the earnings of the colliery
prices, either of commodities or of stocks as quoted 4nq glliances, the coal-owners have not only bronght companies! It would seem that, after all, the study
on the many markets of capitalism. The owners competition within manageable proportions, but of the finaucial organisation of the South Wales coal
have known that the time was rapidly approaching they have also gained control over reserve funds and  trade may result in something more informative and
when they would require to find other markets for .yrrent revenue aceounts adequate to finance big ex- more urgent than what a bright, young official of
their coal, or other enterprises v which to invest tensions, economics and improvements. They have the M.F.G.B.sdescribed as ‘‘a purely academic dis-
their eapital, if they were to continue to receive pro- .4, it good business to invest heavily in constant eussion'!
fits thereon at an e?mvd.ent rate of interest to those capital by way of larger pits, conveyor installations, | The Export Trade.
they had been receiving in the past. : coke oveps, By-produet plants, eleetrie generating During the last twenty years the coal-owners of

Sueh knowledge has, undoubtedly, acted as an stations, and engineering shops. They have been South Wales have established a valuable connection
added incentive to their endeavours more thoroughly ble to effect the many economies only practicable not only with France and Mediterranean ports, but
s e Sentibosty -to Organiee, not.merely the . i, large scale production and, with added resources, ; also with consumers in Spain, Portugal, and aloug
productive side of their business, but also the sev- 4, develop such side lines as patent fuel manufacturd the sea-bourd and the settled parts of Brazl, Urn-
eral stages of marketing the produet and of sha™ing and 1o cultivate new markets, : guay and Argentina. The activities of Lord St

. amongst these agencies the profits in the trade in .  Gragually, during the last thirty years, the coal- Davids and his hrother, Sir Owen Philijps, in de
 such 4 way as to make the various branehes of the ouners of South Wales have trenched upon the in- veloping the railway facilities and shippng business
:;: trade one continuous system of eolleeting tri- terests. of the railway companies and broken down of South America and the harmonious relations they
te ' et the power of the landlords, making themselves, to & seem 10 have maintained with the ecollicry propr-

D“ﬁ“? the last ten years there has mlt'udily great extent, masters of the former, and, frequently, etors, whose business they have not invaded, exeept
{“""j’ in South Wales a P"°°°i".°f absorption of baying out the latter. Today, in owmership as well for a few years and on a small scale, have resalted

| ; as in fanetion, the railways of South Wales have be- in the opguing up of importunt markets for bunker
powerful competitors, of amalgamations of great come elongated colliery sidings conmeeting the pit<  and railway fuel from South Wales. These outlets
_ colliery undertakings, of inter.change of sharchold- }eaq with another part of the owner's property, the are, however, threatened today with serious coo:
. Ings or of directors, which has resulted in the group-  goekq and the ships in which the coal is carried away petition from the United States, whose capitalists
~ g of the chief firm in the industry and the area ¢, home and foreign ports of+discharge. have very considerably inereased their interests in
- around such giants as:— : » At every stage of production and delivery the South American concerns as a result of the Great
Thecogsohdneanmbmn, Ltd. . coal passes, as it were, along a continuous band, an War, and the transfer of British foreign investments
ﬁmvmm mc:lmc:i Ic':-m . endless chein of agencies, each of which takes a to American purchasers, Capital in railways and

; modieum of surplus-value and transfers it to the other publie utilities tends to give preference to coul
The Tredegar Iron and Coal Co., Litd. common fund, the ultimate and aggregate profit of from its own country of origin. ,
Cory me"" Id.- the syndieate with many tentacles, Again, since the Entente Cordi-fe of 1904, the
Baldwins, Y4d.

Besides those who actually handle the coal are considerable coal trade which for many ycars had
others e\avho, perhaps never seeing it, yet pass it by existed between South Wales and France has, ",":fl
- 5 repeated book-entries and transfers from collie recently, assumed greater and greater proportions.
~ mow includes the huge business of Guest, Keen and  company te broker, from broker to merchant or e:":- The vo':wécti:n :;t:;li:h:d fron? Paris has become,
Nettlefolds, are four leading mﬁ“—w porter, and from exporter to foreign buyer. with the expansion of South Wales capitalism, 3
- Rhondda, Seymour Berry, D. R. Llewellyn, and Sir The colliery proprietors of South Wales have so conncetion to Paris. The undertakings founded bY
* Archibald Mitehelson. There are about twenty-six

ST : S . "X utilised' their enormous profits and the ease with the Guerets and the Plissons have become auxiliaries
eolliety companies in which one or more of these in- which they have got bank credits or investment

At the head of the group of interests arnnged
~about the Consolidated Cambrian, 14d., and which

. : of the Consodidated Cambrian and, its subsidarics.
_ dividualg is a director, whilst the manner and vary- capital through A. Mitehelson and Co., as to establish According to a recent authority :
ing intensity and complexity of their financial rela- themselves along this chain also as brokers, mer. “France is short of coal. She is still shorter of
m&j‘m bewildering in their thoroughness to chants, exporters and foreign buying agencies. They <oal that makes good coke; and the forcik"
Mw here. There is no man in British capi-_~have bought up shipping companies and repair coal that lies nearest to her eastern metallur
_talism who is a director of more companies than Sey.

' yards in which to refit their vessels, Furthermore,
a Berty. He is a veritable Stinnes. The normal they have heecome their own tnderwriters and in.

‘production of his collieries is well over 12,000,000 surance brokers, and, with the totality of these sep-  Now,
. o ' ' arate parts of the tradin

2 g not 4
gical districts—that of the Saar basin—is 1!
good coking coal either.”

, yri R g profit, have set up their ‘“Whether coke moves to ore or ore to coke, M
the mighty Powell-Duffryn, of Bargoed Atlantic and Statns Investm

' xtensi ent Tyusts and gone into any iron industry, is a matter of relative c08'*
, Joined to it either by e ve Amalgamated Tndustrials, Amalgamated Cotton, In the conditions existing as between north-
Associated Furnishers, manure man.

gs of themselves or their chfief direetors, Jute eries, (Contisued on page 8)
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WESTERN CLARION

By F. J. McNey

At the present time when the revolutionary move.
ment the world over is iy a somewhat chaotic con-
dition, when the prineiples, policy, and tactics, of
all Socialist parties, are being called in question, it
might not he out of the way to say a few words con-
cerning dialecties, the method of reasoning so much
walked of by Socialists, and apparently so little un-
\icrs!uud. . o

Qome of the more enthusiastic revolutionists
would have us believe that the progress of social
evolution is so swift, that it is useless for a Social-
ist party to commence to write out a paltform, or
declaration of prineiples, as it is sure to be obsolete
pefore it is fimished. They also hold that all things
in the universe are 8o closely connected, and inter-
related, that it is useless to try to define, or classify,
anything. If this is a eorrect interpretation of dia-
lectics, and dialecties is a correct method of reason-
nz. we may as well all sit down and do nothing, as
according to this nothing ean be done.

However, it is well to remember that although
everything is changing, and that nothing within the
sniverse, that is, no part of the universe, endures
forever, in the same form, nevertheless, there are
some things that endure for a considerable length of
time. and in scme cases change very slowly, social
systems, especially, endure for hundreds or thou-
sands of years. Therefore, it is quite possible for us,
if we hurry a little, to analyze a system of society be-
fore it gets past us, and to formulate a few general
principles that will be applicable as long as the sys-
tem exists. The conflict of classes, for instance.

It is true that all things in the universe are con-
neeted, and related, as parts of one whole, but that
is no reason why we should not define and classify
them. It is just as important from a dialectical
standpoint to recognize the difference, as the like-
ness, between things. I8 is by observation, experi-
ment, and comparison, that we arrive at all our
knowledge. And it is only by comparison of things,
one with another, that we get to know their relative
quantity, quality, or attributes,-and if there was no
difference, there conld be no comparison. We can-
not say that a thing is large unless we have com-
pared it with something of a similar character, that
is smaller. Note, that there must be both a differ-
ence, and a resemblance, between things, before they
¢an be compared. Now it would be nonsenge 19 go
to ali this trouble of analyzing, and comparing things
and ideas, unless we make some record of the differ-
ence, and resemblance we find between them. That
13, we must give them names to distinguish them
from each other, and explain what the names mean.
We must also divide them into groups, varieties, and
species, ete., meccording to greater or less resem-
blance, in order fhat we may better understand
them. Thus we see that it is necessary to define, and
classify, both things, and ideas. But as everything
is in motion, and the character, and relative posi-
tion, of things, are econtinually changing, these de-
finitions, and -classifications, must of necessity, be
more or less temporary, and general. And when I
say temporary, T do not mean that they stand good
only for a week or two, 1 mean that they do not
stand good for all time.

The dialectical ‘method of reasoning starts from
the proposition that there is nothing constant except
the law of ehange. That there is no thing in itself,
but everything is a part of something clse, and xfll
things are parts of the universe. That a thing 18,
What it is, only at a certain time. in certain place,
under certain eonditions, and in its relation with
other things, This applies to ideas (the mental re-
flexes of things) theories, customs, and morals, etc.
8 well as material objects. Such terms as right
and wrong, good and bad, virtue and vice, truth and
error, large and small, are merely relative terms
the ‘meaning of which vary in accordance with
thange of time,\circumstarces, or point of view. It

Vould be ridienlous to apply any of these terms to

’

Dialectics

the universe as a whole, which is all existenee, be-
cause the universe contains all there is of everything,
and is therefore absolute, and not comparable to
anything. On the other hand, everything that exists
within the universe, that is, all parts of the universe,
are relative, and in a continual condition of change.
Everything that has a beginning must also have an
end.  Birth, growth, decay, and death, are merely
changing forms of matter within the universe. When
we speak of a certain thing, an aet, or object, being
good, we mean that it serves our purpose for the
time being better than something else wodld do, that
it 1s more in harmony with our wishes, and inter-
ests, than something else would be. At another
time, in a different place, or under different circum-
stances, the same act or object may be considered
bad. and so forth. =

The dialeetic method is not by any means new,
although it is the highest form of reasoning. Fred-
erick Engels, tels us that ‘‘The old Greek philoso-
phers were all born natural dialecticians, and Aristo-
tle. the most encyclopaedic intellect of them, had
already analyzed the most essential form of dialectie
thought.”’ However, the Greek philosophers could
not develop the dialectical method of reasoning to
its hizhest form owing to the faet that they did not
Mave at their disposal the necessary knowledge of
scientific and historical facts. It remained for the¢
German philosopher Hegel to apply the dialectic
method to history. Again to quote Engels: ‘‘Hegel
had freed history from metaphysics—he had made it
dialectic: but his conception of history was essen-
tially idealistic. But now idealism was driven from
its last refuge, the philosophy of history; now a ma-
terialistic treatment of history was propounded, and
a method found of explaining man’s ‘knowing’ by
his ‘being’ instead of, as heretofore, his ‘being’ by
hie ‘knowing.” "’ A

It was Marx and Engels that made this improve-
ment on the Hegelian system, and placed the dialec-
tieal method of reasoning on a materialistic basis.
Put independent of Marx and Engels a German
tanner, Joseph Dietzgen, workédl the dialectic meth-
od out for himself, and brought it to its highest
form. in his book entitled, ““The Positive Qutcome of
Philosophy.”’ Also. from time %0 time, some of the
hourgeois scientists have applied-certain phases of
the dialectic method. to certain branches of modern
<eience. but none of them have applied it in its en+
tirety to history, or to human society as a whole.
For .insmnm-, Engels tels us that, ‘“Nature is the
proof of dialectics, and it must be said for modern

seience that it has furnished this proof with vegy rich -

materials increasing daily, and thus has shown that,
in the last wesort, nature works dialectically and not
metaphysically ; that shie does not move in the eternal
oneness of® perpetually recurring eircle, buf goes
through a real historical evolution. In this connec-
tion Darwin must be named before all others. He
dealt the metaphysical conception of nature. the
heaviest blow by his proof  that all organic beings,
nd man himself, are the products

plants, animalg, a odvy
olution going on through millions

of a process of ev
of years.”

But Darwin only applied certain forms of the
dialectic method, to one particular branch of science,
However, the point is, that the dialectical
process going on in nature is so obvious, that'son.xe
seientists, and philosophers, are forced to uo?xce .lt,
{ record it to some extent, even against their will.
ot only scientists, and philosophers, but some

hiology.

an«
And n
of the poets, have occ

discovered anvthing in pnrticular.
faculty of a poet, very ofte
much in a few lines
seientist, or a philosop
simple
prove anything
poetry

-

asionally stumbled on to some
phase of the dialectie, without kxfowing' what the¥
had stumbled unto, or even knowing that they h.ad
It is the peculiar
n, to be able to say as
of a poem as would cause a
her. to write a book, for the
reason that a poet is never called upon to
he may say in a& poem. Hg is writing
_and if he sees fit to introduce a little phil-

oscphy at times, that is his privilege. If the idea
comes into his head he writes it down, even if he
does contradiet himself in the next verse, and we |
may take it or leave it. Thus, Shakespeare stumbles
unto one phase of the dialectic method in the follow-
ing lines: f . .

“0, mickle is the powerful grace that lies

In herbs, plants, stones, and their true qualities;
For nought so vile that on the earth doth live,
But to the earth some special good doth give;

Nor aught so good, but, strained from that fair use,
Revolts from true birth, stumbling on abuse.
Virtue itself turns vice, being misapplied, - 4
And vice sometimes’ by action dignified.”

Compare these lines from Snakespeare with a
passage from Dietzgen. ‘‘No absolute morality, no
duty, no categorical imperative, uo idea of the good,
can teach man what is good, bad, right, or wrong.
That is good which coresponds to our needs, that is
bad which is contrary to them. But is there any-
thing which is absolutely good? Everything and
nothing. It is not the straight timber which is good,
nor the erooked. Neither is good, or either is good,
according to whether I need it or not. And since we
need all things, we can see some good in all of them.
We are not limited to anyrone thing. We are un-
limited, universal, and need everything. Our in-
terests are therefore innumerable, inexpressible
great, and therefore every law is adequate, because
it always considers only some special welfars some
special interest.':’ _

We see in the above quotations that Shakespeare
anticipated Dietzgen, at least to some extent, in this
one particular phase of dialecties. That is, i the
form dealing with man’s relation to, of his use of,
the material ébjects he finds himself surrounded
with. Shekespeare noticed that a thing which at one
time is a nuisance, or a menace, and therefore bad,
may, with a of time, place, or circumstances,
become useful, or beneficial, am} therefore good.
That the most deadly poison, is, not only useful for
many other purposes, but may, under certain eir-
cumstances, if properly used for medical purposes,
heal wounds, relieve pain, and actually help to pro-
long life. Reasoning from this premise, he arrived
at the conclusion, that the human eonduct, or quali-
ties, generally defined, and eclassified; under the
terms virtue, and vice, were also relative, and vari-
able, when considered in connection with a change
of time, place, circumstances, or personal opinion,
ete.

(To be continued.)

v

» TERMS FOR THE STARVING

Millions may die in Russia so far as the ‘‘Inter-
national Famine Relief Commission,”” which sat last
week in Brussels, is concerned. While sympathiz-
ing with the human efforts to relieve the famine, the
Commission decided that no credits could be grant-
ed. The sins of the old Tsar’s government have
been visited upon the Russian babies. The *‘exist-
ing debts and other obligations,’”’ say the Govern--
ments, ‘‘must bg first recognized by Soviet Russia.
Without such recognition, it is deelared, there could
be no security against the next Russian Government
repudiating the present Russian Government’s debts,
or against any other European Government p(pud-
iating its war debt to ourselves. There seems now
to be nothing left for decent people throughout
Western Europe to do but to attempt, in whatever
piecemeal fashion they privately can, the discharge
of the elementary duty which their Governments
have repudiated as completely as Soviet Russia has
repudiated Imperial Russia’s foreign debts.—'‘Man-
chester Guardian.”’
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The chawrman was J. Macdonald, Toronto, lately
of the 1. L. P. The chief business of the convention

Bditor Ewen MacLeod seemed to be to read the now familiar standard

Subscription: tuneral oration over the S. P. of (., judging by the
OCanada, 30 issues $1.00 reports ot speeches made. Special space 1n this con-
Fereign, 16 issues $1.00 nection is given to one Popovitch, of Winnipeg. He

must have been judged to have been good at i1t, We
don’t know whether Popovitich is really a well
trained liar or just a fool, but he has managed to
invent & membership that we ‘‘once had'’ of 3,000.
He must have mistaken our past reports for the fig-
ENTER—THE WORKERS' PARTY ures of the national debt. But we have a notion
W that it pays to give attention to anyone who repre-
EW working class parties are interesting to ®¢nts, or claims to represent a large number of for-
us, not when the self appointed prophets, ¢&n born men. They're recognised as ‘‘good pay."”’
well anointed with their own past errors and _ The next item of business on the agenda, m or-
self-sufficient in their shallow coneeit are busily en- der of importance, was the election of nine delegates
gaged in a sort of literary shadow-boxing with an to form a Provisional Executive Committee to earry
imaginary and worthless enemy, but when they lay O until—take it easily, dear reader—the next con-
down to the serutiny of our wondering gaze the Vention, which is to be convened three months after
actual basis of their performances, done or to be date. That's action!
done. The business of pining to be ‘“taken on’’ by The only disappointment we have to register is
somebody is regularly accompanied by a process of that three more months must go by before we shall
beating the air in an effort to attract attention, with see the fruits. But we havé a promise, this time
the well rehearsed tricks practised to seduce the in-
terest of the inexperienced, by the common tout at dustrial life is managed from the U. 8. A. So too,
;2 y fair. < it appears, our working class efforts are to be man-
““The bearings of this observation lies in the aged from there also, or it may be that copied is the
application on it.”’ (Dickens) proper word. Anyway, a Communist Party there
Thus in the past year we had a storm-in-a-teacup ™¢a0s 8 Communist Party here. The death of a
aert sl olistrtanse 1 sabters Ohitids —Our Eltnds Comfnnnutl’lrtythenmuutheduthottheCon-
the Communists discovered us to be worthless and of Munist Party here. An effort to produce a *popu-
no earthly use to the working class, and they de- lar ,P‘"’mm“““eﬂ°nwl’m““‘“w
&&mmwm°fmw ular mm Tllclbln'donmentolthomtkt-
ers, (vol. 1. No. 1. being then the hall mark of up-to- ground route there means its abandonment here.
date opinion) that the time for action was here, so 1 D€ convention program there means a convention
way of a working class political party was any good, 20 aititude assumed here. .ﬂmlollmapronm-
and therefore a smart stepping and well ordered °cment issued by the American Labor Alliance:
party was on the agenda for immediate formation. ““The Workers’ Party is a conscious effort of
What happened? We'll judge by results—it’s an »Labor to again take wp the siege against ita ane-
unkind way to judge, syre enough—and say: Noth- ient enemy. From this beginning of revolutionary
ing. In i this we’re not forgetting the poor W"“m"{‘l"ﬂ!ﬂlmmu'ﬂl
il W St ik aad i over countless URite the workers a.nd strike off the shakles of slav- ,
clauses of a Constitution that was, for the new party ©77- "It will enter into their every struggle, it will
to have proven an invincible rock upon which to defend them and lead them to battle. It will or-
~ build. Genius unrewarded. Toilsome nights over a ganire them in the shops and mills, in the mines and
serap of paper! , g fields, No element of American labor will be ex-
+ - As for us—we had our time of chastisement. We empt from its penetrating and life-giving foree. It
Jdn’t quite gath zhedﬁ!tofthemn“othm.'.m lead the workers to unity and thru unity to
ing for the logic in it, but we gathered the idea that Victory. : ,
all that was necessary to the success of the Com- Out of the Pit, Labor is springing to battle!
munists was the death of the 8. P. of C. But some- United, the victory is ours!”’
huw or other we kept on breathing, even though Buch nice words have come our way f;rnuny
every breath drawn was to have been onc isst, and years. They make continnous and pleasant geading,
we're still alive to hear the hymn of hate or the song  Our interest lies in “‘the application on it.”’
. of praise, and to criticise the musie. As fer us, we're past being astonished at any-
"It having been found to be a grievous error that thing in the way of new programmes. Not even if
a ecorner in wisdom could be maintained intact, our we were to receive the stamp of approval ourselves
friends discovered themselves to be unpopular. A would it astonish us. Fact is, we have a hunch we
new organisation and a popular on& became, in command rapt attention, for there seems to prevail
eourse Of time, the order on the dispatch sheet. Some * a notion that if ouly the 8. P. of C. would change
thingmust be done. What must be done! Why! its shirt the whole world would change with it. There
Hold a convention! Of course. lies a farther field for education.
- Thus comes into being the Workers’ Party of
“Canada, born, Toronto, December 11th 1921. Now
' for ““the application on it.”’ These were the organi-
sations represented, as given in the official minutes
‘of the proceedings.

asgu&-nh.'y:mm.:

VANCOUVER, B. C., JANUARY 2, 1922,

HERE AND NOW ’
At this season of the year, when, in spite of ap-
pearances econtrariwise, most men consent to be re-

r s garded as human and are sometimes even eaught
~ The Ukranian Labor Temple, Winnipeg. One yielding their features to a smile, it seems a eallous

Big Union, (Timmins) Ontario). Workers’ Alli- 0.0 ieer of fact busivess to introduce to the fes-
Wh-nm Russian Progressive Library, To- ;0 atmosphere such a sordid matter as pence,
. Mdo Labor College, Toronto. Jewish It is worthy of note that Christmas in Protestant
Xdueati times, has never succeeded to a place amon e-
'gﬂuﬁ. Interna donian holidays. Merely to state that fact is‘nstd to
Associntion, Hamilton. Lithunanian Educste Cirele. oynqin it but we cheerfully and hereby surrender
 Melland Lodge 131, 1. A. of M. Fabian Society, Ham- apy gnq all rights in the exactitude of historical
flton. The Young Pooples’ Jewish Socialist Educa- jorq 19 the cage of those who venture to lay claim
‘tional Club, Tornto. Finnish Socialist Organisation to it. :

from the U. 8. A. Strange as it may seem, our in-

i quarter day anq ¢,
fore a rent day—is thus heavily handicappeq mv;re
the discerning, and &ny companion vesge

to th
appear to be the favoriit, at thi:

timev may be taken to drown the memory of g Janq
lord s sorrowful countenance as well a5 to cele oy

the joy there is in eluding him, )
Anybody can easily find or adopt ¢
nn,\:thinx. and to those who won’tphmf:‘ st:j;.sebf;’r
as is here offered, the Winter Solstice will s»rr\'e ;1 ¢
most pernickety—the rejoicing that comes with u:e
warmth of the returning sun, as the books hay, .
So be it that our readers are as other mey (u:f]‘

women) are, for the time being in good humor, og
.fel] design may have its way and we may \"'lltxx;‘e t:
introduce a New Year effrontery from s De
no less important than the Postmaster, H. g,,,.,k,:gt

. . Post Office, Vancouver, . C

15¢th
“ & December, 1921,
nmnhdnumummmln:muq,

Inmw&m%tutm Post Office
Act passed during the 1920 Session of Parliament, news
papers and periodicals printed and published in Canadg
daily, three times a week, twice a week, weekly, fortnightiy
or monthiy, sent from the office"of publication to regular
m.ﬂ!“bmmobowhonuuh
the place of publication will, on and after the 18t January,
mnm.”*llhmﬂommdmn
cents per pound.

Francis E. Marrigon,
Postmaster,

That rate is exactly double the present rats The
bigh cost of spreading ideas! We can't hope for
eredit at the P. O. (With all their faulis they're
wiser than that). So we fall baek upon our history—
this time upon the history of a month, «tated in
teros of eash received and too easily countd

We record bere a solemn warning to the patient
ones who read these notes that we are bordering on
the serious and are near to invoicing their interest
for what it will bring in eash.

This time we'll let the figures pipe up their weak,
voiced financial ehorus. It's really only o whisper
for a month.

'W'h' $1 each: M. Dase, A. Korin, P. A
Askew, J. Wright, R. C. Johnston, P. F. Howden, W.
B. Meclsase, Geo. Aspden, C. W. Blair, P. L. Hilland,
Geo. Schmidt, W. G. Hoare, J. Leslie, R. Sinclair, F.
Mollenberg, A. Taylor, Ed. King, J. Knight Frigo),
C. F. Schroeder, Loeal Edmonton, F, Harman, J.
Chrystall, J. N. Smith, J. A. Untinen, H_Ta:lor, J.
Olson, W. Van Meer, D. Srigley, R, Ham, T. Eacmon,
J. Stark, E..Chambers, J. Peacock, 0. Finnetig, J.
Piggott, J. Donovan, Jobn A. Mitchell, W F.
Rampe, G. Gerrard, T. Moore, A. Robertson, G. F.
Ritehie, W. MeQuoid, 0. Larsen, M. Cassin, G. Lee,
A. V. Laurence, A. Leopold, P. Brendler, F. Eriksen,
J. V. Hull, A. Woodall, N. Lackmance.

Following $2 each: C. Anderson, J. E. Belhuemer,

*G. A, MacArthur, A. 8. Wells, M. Milliken, M.

Goudie, J. Kavanagh, 8. Earp, M. 8. Grott, N. P.
Dagan, H. E. Mills. -

Following, $3 each: 8. R. Davy, Geo. Schott, H.
Ross, F. Cassidy, N. Sachle.

Wm. Erwin $5; W. Ayres $1022; T. Robiey $;
B. E. Polinkos $4 : E. Rhodes 50 cents.

Above Clarion suhseriptions received from Ist
to 29th December, 1921 inclusive, total $113.72.

SUBSORIPTION FORM.

- (This is as bandy a way as any to send your subs.!

Western Clarion, P. 0. Box, 710.
; Vancouver, B. 0. .
Official organ of the 8. P. of C. Published twice
a month, .
Subscriptions: Canada, 20 issues, $1; Foreign:
« 16 issues $1.

Enclosed find .....

Bend “‘Western Clarion’ "0 ..o

Prio

pperit

¥ l‘(‘

“bl(‘

arge A
rspl
ot de
grvivi
tion ©
serib
jremen




WESTERN CLARION

PAGE FIVE

Geographical Footnotes to Gurrent
History

The Osase of Albania.

Prior to the Great War the workings of Economic
pperialism could best be traced in areas outside of
Jurope—in  Asia and Africa especially. But one
stable effect of the War has been the reduction of
¢ areas of Europe itself to the status of colonies,
r“sphercs of interest’ —with de jure independence,
ot de facto dependence on one or other of the big
riving Powers, The tendency towards the form.
tion of *‘economic world groups,”’ so attractively
ribed hy Naumann .in his Mittel-Europa, was
remendously aceelerated, and has now completely
piterated the one-time distinetion between Euro
wesn and non-European peoples and’ territories,

An interesting example of the emptiness of poli-
ieal “‘independence’’ is afforded by the case of Al
hania.  Down to & month or two ago no one knew
actly what had happened to that unhappy land.
rue, its name still appeared on the map. But what
e country status was, and where precescly its fron.
tiers ran, were dark mysteries—almost as dark as
be ultimate fate of Memel, and the territory ad-
facent thereto, handed over by the Tieaty of Ver.
ailles to the ‘“Allied and Associated Powers,'' and
since used as a French and British base in the Baltie,
Then, in September last, somebody discovered
that Albania had been ‘“admitted to the League of
Nations'’ last year. A British representative at the
Gereva Conferencé announced ‘‘definitely and with.
out reserve’’ that the British Government recog.
nised the sovereignty and independence of Albania.
And the League issued a vague stalement about a
“forthcoming '’ decision op the Albanian frontiers.
Simultaneously, it was announced that the Italian

fiovernment was worrying about ‘‘additional guar-
antees’ for the integrity and independence of Al-
bania; and the British Government intimated its
“‘cordial desire to achieve this end, and thereby pro-
mote the interests of —Italy!”” At that date Jugo-
Slav forces were occupying Northern .Alhania, doubt-
less with the altruistic aim of saving the League of
Nations any trouble in the matter of deciding on
frontiers; and more recently these forces have ad-
vanced westward and southward. Some 12,000 Greek
troops are at the same time concentrated on Alban-
ia’s southern frontier—only waiting, of course, for
the League’s decision before piling their arms and
returning home. And the League has convened a
special meeting 1o see what ean be done about it all.

A happy situation for a free and independent
State. What is at the back of all this tangle of rival
““interests’” and hostile armies? The map explains
a great deal. Albania has some 200 miles of sea-
hoard on the Adriatiec. Jugo-Slavia wants more
She wants Durazzo, as a port for her
sonthern territory—whose ‘“‘patural’’ outlet, Salon-
ica, is now Greek. Italy needs, direetly or indirectly,
to control the port of Valona, commanding the en-
trance to the Adriatic; for Ttaly’s eastern coast line
is useless unless she dominates that sea. And Italian
capitalists are ready if duty calls, to do their bit
for civilisation by “‘opening-up’’ Albania. For the
Albanians, a primitive people still in the stage of
patriarchal clan organisation, inhabit a land believed
t0 be rich in ““eatirely unexplored and unexploited
mineral wealth”’—a land, therefore, which, though
Furopean, is a fit area for ‘“‘Colonial expansion.”
And so they are having a taste of the blessings of
—J. F. Horrabin, ‘“‘The Plebs”’

roast “H!'.

civilisation.

The ‘“Broken Hill” Man

Described by Joseph McCabe.

We have just discovered the most interesting
buman bones that have scen the light siuce science
first begax to talk about the antiquity of man, writes
Jf"'l’h McCabe in the London Chronicle in an article
discussing the recemt find of a prehistoric skull in
South Africa. They are at least half a million years
od. They bring man mearer to his poor relations,
the apes, than he ever was before. And they throw
Rost important new light upon the fascinating story
of our evolution,

The bones were found in a cave in Rhodesia. It
Md long been known for the weird and beautiful
fh_lpu of its ltafleﬁtu—-ooxing of lime, like giant
iticles, from its roof—but of late years it has had a
more golid attraction. A vast bed of animal bones,
"N.‘ped in phosphates of zine and lead, was discover-
®init. The eave beeame the Broken Hill Mine.

Now, sixty feet below the surface, under a vast
tharne house of dead elephants, lions, and other

4513, we have found the skull and some other bones
of the most primitive man known to us.

In this case we meed mot wait for geologists to
fuarrel with each other about the age. The skull is
% of the most perfectly preserved that we bave,
] the brutality of the brain that once lodged in
llvt grisly cranium leaps to the eye, as the French

Itake down from the top of my library the whit
:::(: skull of a low type of Australian, and compare

W0. The Australian is a gentleman, an academ
beside this, I run over the photographs of all
'e Primitive human skulls we have, and this old-
orld ‘“"i(‘&n is néaver to the ape than any.

The skull found at Piltdown a few years ago,

*Ugh four hundred thousand years old, is too re-
Dectable to brook comparison, Only the skull-cap

0 :
f what iy known all over the world as the apeman

of Javg comes near it; and the new skull is decidedly

inferior.

We can with great_confidence visualise this semi-
human being who thus breaks upon us out of the
mists of antiquity, so carefully has thé skull been
sealed in its hiding place until science was born.

The eves glower from beneath heavy and very
broad bony ridges which would almost serve to ram
a fellow human. The forehead slopes backward at a
depth that would disgust a Bushman. The huge
bulging upper jaw and massive back of the head
need no clairvoyant to read this man’s story.

He \ms.:m eating and breeding and fighting crea-
ture: a heavy, powerful slow-moving savage, with
long and fearfully strong arms, with curved thighs

which made him stoop, his only clothing a thick

coat of hair.

How did he get into Rhodesia? Here is a large
part of the interest of—let us say it frankly—the
human beast. The nearest skull to this was found
in Java; the next nearest in Sussex.

Picture that great triangle in your mind, and
vou wet a good idea of the cradle of the human race
.\!.M‘ of us have long held that it was on land which
;\ now below the waves of the lndi:m Ocean_(as we

know), a lost bit of A frica which once connected it

with India. ‘

The new discovery strongly confirms this, and it
will not be pleasant reading for the Americans who
have just gone to look for the remains of primitive
man in Central Asia.

Lemuria, the lost continent to the east og Africa,
was probably the region where some aceident of
time brought man’s ancestor down from‘the. nut-
laden trees, and bade him “work for a liymg,”
From the centre he would pass easily to Asia and
Africa: and he would reach Europe by the routes
which bring the Babylonian merchants ages after-

wards. 3

The Broken Hill man is a specimen of one of the
early waves of human distribution. He had travell-
ed far, you may suspiciously say—to Sussex and
Rhodesia—for so beetle-browed a creature. That is
precisely what the general public finds it so difficult
to grasp. ;

However long a time it is since this primeval
savage trod the soil of Africa—and it will assuredly
prove to be more than half a million years—he was
already more than a million years old! If Baron
Rayleigh and some of our greatest physicians are
right about the age of the earth, this figure will have
to be multiplied by more than twenty,

1 doubt it. The problem of man’s slowness in de-
veloping 48 bad enough already. It is certain thaf
this poor stunted ereature represents more than a
million years of development.

~ It is the greatest find yet. A real missing lirk
has been recovered. And. if you look at it right, it
is 4 link with the future.’ If a Shakespeare was ev-
olved from this kind of thing, what can be evolved
from us? 1t is worth trying.

WAR IN THE PACIFIC-WHAT FOR?
(Continued from page 1)
clash between groups of capitalists and the wreckage
of such international institutions as Chinese Con-
sortiums. 2

Rememnber also how dependent Great Britain is.
upon the rest of the world for raw materials, her
own resources extremely limited, and now strained
under quantity production, and you will readily un-
derstand the reason for a foreign policy which re-
tards whenever possible the development of coun-
tries under her imperial wings. Nt e

This has been the case with India asd Egypt and
it is so with Nerthern China, where Great Britain
together with Japan fosters the monarchal designs
of a more or less fendal aristocracy.

On the other hand, one can readily understand
why the United States, more fortunate in the posses-
sion of greater resources, can afford to pursue a
policy towards southern China which is more liberal
in character.

This,too, throws still more light upon the policy
of the ‘““open door,’”’ a policy which on the surface

appears as a free-for-all chance to other countries to

get into China and exploit it.

Further, it gives one a beiter perspective of
Japan’s policy of a ‘‘priority of rights’’ and why
Great Britain is attached to the latter country.

Japan’s intention towards China for the present is
to keep her as the supply house of raw matarials
(Japen, like Great Britain being in possession of an
extremely limited supply) while she becomes the
skilled artisan, transforming these raw materials in-
to commodities.

Two policies of an aggressive character which ac-

counts for much of the eivil strife in China, the sue-
cess of either invol ing, as they do, the control to a
large extent of the pelitical machinery of the eoun-
try. )
- Tt is in China we must look for the overt act that
will preeipitate another social catastrophe rather
than in America through any anti-Asiatic movement.
And the active agencies in China supplied with
funds from outside powers,; to further their indi-
vidual, national interests, must soon eommit that
act.

CLARION MAINTENANCE FUND

J. Leslie $1: H. @. flingo $1.50: O. Larsen $1;
E. Rhodes 50r ¢ents; W. Clarkson $1.88; “B. L. J.”’
$2; J. A. Mitehell £1; T. Moore $1; A. V. Laurence
80 cents.

Avove. C M. F. contributions, from 1st to 29th,
December, 1921, inclusive, total $10.68.

:0:

SOVIET RUSSIA FAMINE RELIEF FUND
Already acknowledged ............ $136.00
H. H. Hansen (collected) ............ 25.00
Geo., Aspden ... ciciiinnnnansee 1.00
W Olnrkedn i il 3.00
Wells Rockwell ... 2.00
PRIy SO SN i 3.00
S. Holt (collected) ........cccocenenie 3.35

G T O N S e $173.35
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Materialist Conception of History

\

BY PETER T. LECKIE

I have endeavoured to follow the development of
society from: primitive times, from the scientifie
Soeialist standpoint. Our opponents have aecused
us of ignoring other factors and putting too much
stress on the cconomic factor. We have not negleet-
ed the various other factors, such as the fertility of
the soil, the abundanee of fish and game in the early
period of human society. oy

Marx points out in ‘‘Capital,”” Vol. L p. 199, that
the earth is the original larder and also the original
tool house, supplying primitive man with food and
stones for throwing, grinding, pressing or cutting,
ete. :

In another part of Marx’s work he says: ‘‘ Aside
from the more or less developed conditions of social
production; the produetivity of labor depends on
natural conditions.” They are all reducible to the
nature of man himself such as race ete., his natural
surroundings. The outward natural conditions ecan
be divided economiecally into two great classes; nat-
ural wealth in the means of subsistence, such as
the richness of the soil, fish, abounding waters, ete.,
and natural wealth in the means of production, such
as useable waterfalls, navigable rivers, woods, metal,
coal, ete. In a primitive community the first is of

. paramount importance, on a higher plane of civili-

zation the secoms is most important.’’ i

‘We have seen how the invention of bow and ar-

* row as a means of inereasing man’s food supply, was
a great step forward, which was followed by the do-
mestication of animals and agriculture. This great-
er means of life, allowing man to stretch over a lar-
ger surface of the earth, not only enlarged his en-
vironment but broadened his mentality.

We studied the effects of natural environment in
lesson 8, showing the earlier civilizations arising
where the fertility of the soil was greatest, e.g., Pern,
Mexieo, Egypt, India, ete.

We discovered that the laws, morals, ideas, in
all these stages of development, were the Ydeas of the
ruling class. Not however, had we a ruling class
until man could produce more than his own keep.
The agricultural stage brought about the private
ownership of land, while the pastoral stage brought

about the private ownership of the herd, and ever

since the inanguration of private property in the
means whereby people live bistory has been a his-
tory of class struggles.

To these various stages of development we also
find that the medium of exchange, or what we eall
money, is also a reflection of the economie condi-
tions such as the following:

Cattle, during domestieation.

Grains and tobacck, ring agriculture.

Skins, during the hunting stage.

Metal, because of the enmbersomeness of the
above money in the increased and more highly de-
veloped means of productjon. &

We also find the réligion of the people was a re-
flex of their economic conditions. Lecky says, in his
‘““History of European Morals'’: )

‘“St. Appolionius explains Egyptian idolatry with
the most intelligent rationalism. The ox, he thought,
was jn the first instance worsh¥pped for its domestic
uses, - The Nile because it was the chief ¢ause of the
fertility of the soil.”’

Ed. Clodd speaks of moon worship, in ‘‘ Anim-
igm,”” having flourished before the agricultural
stage; a <onnection is traced between the Lunar

‘4 phenome; « and ‘the food supply.

~ “““The approach and duration of the periods of
supplies of uneultivated foods is measured by the
successive re-appearances and gradual changes of

the moon, to which the savage attributed his food
‘supply. He regarded the moon as the source of

_moisture, which is greater at night than in the day

" time; without which vegetation would perish. In
' this way the moon was reg}rded as the efficient cause

g
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FOR BEGINNERS

of the growth of animals and plants,

““In the argicultural stage that impetus was giv-
en to the Sun and Earth worship when the more
potent influences of the Sun became recognised,’”

Our Monday #ud Sunday are the offspring of the
Gods of the Druids of England before the introduc-
tion of Christianity, named after the Moon and Sun
Gods.

Even Christmas is the relic of the pagan praise
of the turn of the year from short day light to long-
er daylight.

The ancient people of England began their year
on the 25th December and called it mother night. In

- 164 Puritan England passed an Aet of Parliament

" we do not love it.”’

.

forbidding any religious services or merriment on
Christmas day, on the ground that it was a heathbn
festival.

Charles I1, revived the Christmas eelebration, but
in Seotland, where Puritanism and Protestantism
was more firmly established, we find Christmas is not
a haoliday even now, outside of Bank holiday. All is
‘‘business as usual,”’ with the exception of Bank em.
plq.)'m.

The Ancient Peruvians looked upon the ocean
as one of their'power gods, calling it Mother Sea of
Gods, beeause it yielded the fish which they largely
depended on for food. To the Red Indians, heaven
is a happy hunting ground which refleets their man-
ner of getting a living. Our good and holy people
reflect theirs as a place paved with gold and running
with milk and honey, therefor if that does not re-
flect our methods of living, where these things satisfy
our material desires, what other relation can it have
to man. ;

The idea of good and bad, with other fnorals, are
relationships between individuals, tribes and classes,
and vary as these relationship change, as a result of
the chapged methods of produetion. Prof. Selig-
man, in his *‘Economic Interpretation of History’"
(wherein he quotes various writer who called at
tion to economic infiluences), points out that iMor-
iginiality ean be properly claimed by those writers

and thinkers who not only formalate a doétrine but gy

first recongnige its importance and its im '
so that it thereby becomes a constituent element in
their whole scientific system, there is no question
that Marx must be recognised in the truest sense
as the originator of the economie interpretation of
history. - R, ”

“Seligman says: ‘A ‘thing was originally good in
the material sense.in wkich we speak of woods and
commodities. We speak of a nail being o good
without desiring t6 pass any moral judgment on it.

~ The original meaning of dear was not ethical but

economic. A commodity can still be dear although

“‘Lecky says: ‘“Good and Evil.is nothing less than
pleasure and pain. Man has no natural benevolent
feelings. He is first governed solely by his inter-
m’.i’

The killing of the aged in tribal times did not be-
come immorzl until they eould produce a surplus to
feed them. Murder of parents was regarded as an
act of mercy when primitive man could only produce

his own maintenance. Darwin, when dealing’ with

4

uneonscious feleetion of Barbarians of their domesti- » 5,

cated animals points out that the animal particalarly
useful to them was preserved during famines, while
they killed and devoured their old people (and he
quotes the instanee of the Barbarians of Tierra del
Fuego) as having less value than their dogs.

In England in 1030, during the great famine,
human flesh was cooked and sold.

It was piit to me once that there was no instance
in history where the people ate their own kind, un-
less it was their rotten dead which they dug up dur-
ing & famine; embalming in Egypt is believed to be
connected with this food supply.

Morgan, in ‘“Angient Society,’’ tells us of a My,

.

—

Fison who wrote and told him of the natives of A
tralia when first discovered ; some of the tribes ".Th
Wide Way Ttibe"") ““ate not only their enemies s!u':
in battle but also their friends who had h

*n killed
and evew those who died a natural death, if they
were m good condition.  Before cating, 1he skin.
ned them and preserved the sking by _:‘u.p.,,,;. them
with mingled fat and charcoal. Thewe sKins they
praised highly as having great wedi ival valge,

We tind in the “good book "™ during the famine
in Samaria (11 Kings 6 ch. 25 to 30 v.)_ 4 inciden
relating to this human flesh-cating practice; *The
King said unto her ‘what aileth thee?' ang she ang
wered: ‘This woman said unto me,” “Give thy son,
that we may eat him today, and we will eat my yop
tomorrow.” ‘So we boiled my son and did eat him,
and 1 said unto her on the next day. give thy s,
that we may eat him and she has hid her son' "

We have illustrafions of cattl. worship in the
*‘good book,'” where Jeroboam the rebel afraid the
people would go up to Jerusalem to worship, * Took
couneil and made two ealves of gold and said unte
them, ‘it is too Wueh for you to go up to Jerusalem;
hehold thy '()dl. O lm‘ﬂ, which brought thee up
out of the land of Bgypt.'"”’

We saw that when women were the ecconomie
dominant class the children were named after the
women, with the female Inheritance

| believe this is the reason that the so-called super
natural power took-on the name of Goddess.

\\'c‘lnd that the wise King Solomon angered the
God of Israel, not beeanse he practised polygamy
with 700 wives and 300 concubines, but because be
forgot his god and worshipped the Godesses of his
wives, (1. Kings, C11. V. 5.)

The material law has been denied by clever his
torians, Bebel, in his ‘Woman and Socishsm,”
points out that in Numbers, 43, 41, “Jair had 2

father of the tribe of Juda, but his mother came
atten-

h‘" the tribe of Manasseh, and Jair s expliently,
called thé son of Nanasseh and became heir to the
tribe.”’ Agwin ﬁe says; (Nebemiah, 7, 61): *“There
“ehildren of a priest who married one of the

‘ daughters of Brazillai, a Jewish clan, arc called the

children of Brazillai. They are accordingly not
ealled by the father's name but by their mothers
”"n

Herodotus, the great Greek histonan. 44
B.C.) whose monumental work earned for him the
title of the ‘Father of History,’ tells us of the Iy
cians who recognized maternal law. ‘

““Their customs are p‘ﬂ')’ Cretan and ;-a\r’.ly ‘( ar-
ian. But they have one custom that distinguisies

them from all other nations in the world. IfyoU

Lycain who he is, he will tell his name. his
m;ﬂ.-.d("

ask a
b ' » z | of fe
mother s nanie, and 8o on in the hine 18
seent. uormer’ *he“ a fr(.“ woman H:ﬂfﬂ(‘“"
slave, their children are free citizens, !l llf:‘ chil-
marries a fo"i‘n woman or a concnbing, ;:h(mgh
dren are deprived of all civie rights, cven @
he be the most eminent man in the State

Livingstone found this form of matrimon) nt‘ :;“:
Zambesi, Afriea, in a tribe called Balonda. “‘h_'.'r"l
man went to the village of his wife when !.H‘A”;i.\'!"l

De, Henry Weistocky, who for many =47 ©

ong'the Qyptsies of Transylvania, nu‘l‘ ':1:.»-'_» .mt'

, adopted into one of the tribes, reports U “‘! T“\( hani
of the four tribes in whose midst he lived. 1 | \ ;m,
and the Ishale, observed maternal Jaw. ‘.ll hmfc.
gratory Gyptsy marries he enters the rlnl\"‘.t f‘;“_”“..
and to her belongs all the furnishings "',‘h'} or and
hold; whatever wealth she has belongs 1© 1... with
hrer clan ; the man ix a stranger. In accorda™ oth
maternal law the children also remain in the YA"”"r.
er’s'elan, Similar conditions were found i H:"mm«».
man Cameroons, that is, next the l‘""'f“'h illes. A
which has been taken from Germany at } "Y.Q;‘;r,q’\'of
German naval surgeon found that only ('Llrtmzhm«.s

the same mother récognized themselves i%
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ud sisters. The Chief of Way tribe told him that
bis heir was the son of his ’“’tef. He did not know
t father meant when asked if he had no children
ursting out into laughter said that with them

wh
3]14!. b

ouly women and not men had children,
’“;V“'

l'ulltlition', “'ith llt"e \'uriuliuu, were
tound in the Sandwich Islands, in South Ameriea,

venerula and Ilrazil, when ‘h(‘_\' were first discov-
A Y

frr\l. 7

When man with the adoption of better tools could

,ore than his own maintenance, captives be-
came slaves. This was impossible among people liv.
ine by the chase in the hunting stage or in the pas-
wral stage, because in this isolated labor the slave
geuld consume as much as he produced, and he
conld not be held in (‘lpﬁ\vil,\'. 1 pointed this out as
with the Mai tribe of Afriea, living in the pastoral
gage. but that the tribe next to them, in the stage
of \vn!mmiun. made their capﬁvm slaves upon the
land. There is, however, no demareation ling be
tween the various stages, as some of the old customs
survive the changed methods of produetion, although
greatly modified. The Paternal Law was cxisting,
as recorded in Numbers, 27-28, yet we find a trate
there of maternal law,

Zelaphehad died without leaving sons. His two
danghters complained bitterly because they were to
be excluded from their father’s inheritance. Moses
decided in this case th; inheritance was to go to the
danghters, but when the daughters decided to choose
bushands from another tribe, aceording to an old
eastom, the tribe of Joseph complained of losing an
peritage. Therefore Moses decided that the heir-
#ses may choose freely but must make their choice
from among men of their father’s tribe,

We saw how women were degraded and became
the tools of the males when they lost their economie
sipremacy.  Also, the double standard of morality
arose between the sexes. The women folks, having
been the drudge of man, earrying the burdens of the
tribe and doing all the degraded labor of the tribe
are coming forth onee again as men’s equal, because
they have taken their place alongside man in the
field of wealth production as competitors, forcing
themselves to be recognized, just as the American
Federation of Labor has been foreed to recognize the
negro, beeause he entered the jndustries of th Un-
ited States during the war,.and if not aceepted by
the A. F. of L. will be nsed as a tool to break strikes
by the employing class. The Negroe paApers recog-
vized this when they said it was “‘not because of any
Christian spirit of brotherhood that our people are
being recognized, byt heeause of an economic neces-
ity Therefore, women today are-not accepting
Christian Paul when he is quoted: ‘* Wives, submit
Yourselves to your hushands,”’ and many other quo-
latiors which refleet the Roman conditions at that
Period. The wife in Rome was looked upon as the
head female slave,

We find this drdgery work referred to above
performed by the Kaffir women of South Africa and
tmong the Fskimos.

We find the growth of the human race and socie-
'y has been from the family of the clan, the clan into
' ¢ommunity, or tribe, or settlement, into a town; the
"' to a city: the city to a nation, and ultimately
¥¢ have every reason to believe that the nations will
olve to a commonwealth of nations.

”,Wo find the home of the U'Ib? was the slnckml\"l
a«ll.:u". developing to the joint tenement houses of
to ::p,h”"kﬂ and stone in the nature of fortresses,

ties surrounded with ring embankments with
an area large enough for a considerable population
With dt'frusi\-@ walls of stone, towers, purnp«'ls and
Fales designed 40 proteet all alike and defended by
~mon Strength,  This impliml-tho existence of
able agriculture, like the feudal system, with the
ions castles with the demands of the art of gov

Prn.!m‘-' n

. : & "
l’lllm‘llt. l!mg‘utratcs, military and other offices ot
Wthority, i

The morals change as a result of the changed

m('lllmlg
of People
nodify g

of produetion, because the coming to gether
into tribes, elans, nations, ete., aransfer unJ
Aty pyy cir soeial relntiqnshipg, While m,f. “I;P”’"‘-
%e find uktm"g emphasis on the great moral xf\\ .\1:
“'bn;ig At ‘af_t‘_?l' man reached the middle stntn.s .u\
M, civilization hung in the balance whil¢

barbarians were experimenting with the native met-

als towards the process of smelting iron ore. Until

Iron and its uses were known, civilization was im-

If it was possible to destroy the great iron

machinery of today we would no doubt fall back into
barbarism,

possible,

Eating human flesh did not become immoral until
man could produce more than his individual subsist.
ence and it hecame again moral under famine con-

ditions. At first the ragge of duty was the family, -

then the tribe, the state: within these limits every
man feels himself under moral obligations to those
about him but regards the outer world as we regard

vild animals, as being upon whom he may justifiably
prey.

'l:h.» ethics of the savages is, almost without ex-
ception, purely tribal in extent. A marked distine-
tion 1s everywhere made by primitive peoples be-

tween injuries to persons inside the tribe and in--

juries outside the tribe. Crimes which are looked
upon as felonious when eommitted by the savage in-
side the trite may be regarded as harmless, or even
highly commendable, when perpetrated on those out-
side the tribe. Aets are not judged by their intrin-
sic nature or results, but wholly as to whether they
are performed on those outside of the tribe.

The Balantes (Africa) punish with death a theft
committed on a fellow tribesman, but encourage and
award theiving from other tribes. This condition is
found in several parts of the globe.

E. Belfort Bax, ‘‘Problems of Men, Mind and
Morals,”" says: “‘In prehistoric society the prineciple
of contradietion, and hence of antagonism, lay out-
side the social group. It was qpposed as a
whole to similar social wholes, to similar kinships
outside of itself. This external opposition or con-
tradiction was at this stage the only opposition that
it knew,"’

Each stage in social development has its own
methods of production, has its own code of morals
which refleets social conditions. Morals are deter-
mined by eustom and custom corresponds to the
social necessities of any given period.

Joseph McCabe, in ““The existence of Gods,”
says: ‘“All that we need to observe is, that morality
arose as the formnulation of social rules of conduet.”’

Under feudalism, when money was in its in-
fancy as a medium of exchange, and production was
for a local market, usury was a sin. In Deuteronomy
e. 23 v. 19-20: ““Thou shall not lend upon usury to
thy brother,’” but, ‘‘unto a stranger thou mayest.”
Deuteronomy 14: 21 “Ye shall not eat of anything
that dieth of itself.’”” but, “Thou shalt give it to a
stranger or may sell it to an alien.”” T think it is
reasonable to think that the pious Israelite with an
economic turn of mind hated to lose.the profit and
claimed divine authority to sell to an alien.

We know the church was opposed to usury, but
Lecky says: ‘‘when man came to understand that
meney is a produetive thing and the sum lent en-
ables the borrower to create sources of wealth that
will continue when the loan is returned they per-
ceived there was no natural injustice in exacting
payment for this exchange and usury ceased to be
assailed.”’

Fitch. *‘Basis of Minds and Morals'’ “‘The moral
code never interfered with the prerogatives of rulers
and priests. When the moral code said: ‘“Thou sha.lt
not kill.”” it did not mean that kings could not kill
their subjects or slaves, nor the church should not
put to death those who disbelieved. When it said
«Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neigh-
hor." it did not prevent rulers from misrepresenting
to their subjects and making war by deeeit upon
neighboring nations.

In other words, the moral code is made for the
subjects not for the rulers. ““What sustains an ex-
isii;lit order is moral ; what threatens destruection to
existing things is immoral.”

This was clearly state d in Paris 1830 by Ra‘umer:
¢ All these men (Liberals) regard as revolutionary
the abolition of evils, whereas the counter revolu-

tion they understand as the restoration of these and

other abuses. 35
“Their adversaries, on the other hand under-

aggregate of all the follies,

stand by revolution the ‘
en committed, whereas by

and erimes, that have be

PAGE SEVEN

counter revolution they mean the re-establishment
of order, of authority, offeligion and so on.’’ There-
fore, it s unscientific to associate the terms of revo-
lution and eounter revolution with morals.

A the end of the 30 years war in Germany, the
population had been reducéd from one-quarter to
one-tenth in some districts. On February 1650 the
Franconian district couneil of Nuremburg permitted
every man to wed two wives, but he should be freely
exhorted from the pulpit to avoid ill feeling be-
tween them by using discretion and good judgment.

During the late war illegitmate children becae
war babies and not only separate allowance was
made but unemployed benefits are being paid for il-
legitimate children in Britain.

In Ontario the illegitimate child has now by law
a lien on the property of its father at his death al-
though he may have other children. He must also -,
bear a share of its upkeep until 16 years of age.

We have noticed that crime also bears a close
relationship to the methods of production, from the
injury to animals under the pastoral stage, to water
rights of agriculturists, and the severely punished
crimes of forgery and the issuing of false money un-
der capitalism, 4 :

(Summarygto be continued.)

HOOVER'S UNEMPLOYED CONFERENCE.

The ‘‘Communist Manifesto’’ of 1848 defines the
modern state as the managing committee for-the af- :
fairs of the bourgeoisie. 3

To manage the affairs of the bourgeoisie, that is,
to solve the problems eonfronting eapitalism today,
is becoming less and less of a possibility for the cap- /
italist representatives. ;

Herbert Hoover's ‘‘hand-picked’’ unemployment
conference hkas probably recognized this truth.
For, in the very beginning it was debarred from
considering any practical (basic) measures for the
‘‘starvation’” army. They were warned at the very
outset not to delve into the canses of unemployment
for fear they might arrive at a radical’s conclusion.
Nor were they allowed to unearth statistics regard- , -
ing the conditions of the employed and unemployed
wage-slaves of America. All kinds of estimates were
made as to the number of unemployed. While be-
fore them lay the report of the: Bureau of Labor
statistics that about six million people are out of
work the conferénce spoke of a million and a half
unemployed.

The econference adjourned with recommenda-
tions for publie construction, bus with no power.to
execute them. ..

The real issue hefore present-day ecapitalism is to
reduce taxes and to keep mum about the starvation
conditions. As a measure to reduce taxes, the idea
of public construction must he set aside. Especially
so, if four billion dollars each year or about 85 per
cent. of the taxes is to go for war purposes. ‘‘Low-
er taxes,”’ is the chorus ery of the capitalist class.
The repeal of the Excess Profits Tax law is a praeti-
cal demonstration of lessening the burdens *upon
capital. .

Two governmental publications are threatened
with suspension, one of them, ‘‘The Monthly Labor
Review,’’ published by the Bureau of Labor statis-
tics—this bureau furnished the statistics regarding
the number of unemployed in the United States.
“The Labor Market Bulletin'’ of New York State
will also be discontinued. These two publications
have furnished invaluable information for propa-
ganda amongst the workers. :

““Our’’ government evidently has recognized this;
and as a measure to minimize government expenses,
these two publications-—and eventually also the Bur-
eans—will be removed. They have succeeded too
well in digging up the unpleasant facts of life in
statistical form, and the apoligists of the system
cannot face them. So they must be suspended.

S. Horowitz.
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Analyzed and oontrasted from the Marxian and
Darwinian points of view. By Bishop Willilam Mont-
gomery Brown. DD. Its bold recommendations:
Banish the Gods from the Skies and Capitalists from
the Barth and make the World safe for Industrial
Communism.
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ECONOMIC CAUSES
OF WAR

By PETER 7. LECKIE.

THE COLLAPSE OF THE SOUTH WALES COAL
TRADE.
(Continued from page 2)

eastern France and Germany, it was easiest
for ore to go to coke. It went in enormous
quantities after 1904 In that year P‘nn}re
raised 7.000,000 tons of ore~ In 1913 she rais-
ed 22,000,000 tons. Of this output, much
more than that of the United Kingdom, she ex-
ported no less than 10,000,000 tons. She had
become the greatest exporter in the world."'—
(Economic Development of France and Ger-
many, p. 239.)

The cost of coFe was 60% higher to a French
than to a German or British steel producer. Con-
sequently, France produced only 5,000,000 tons of
steel in 1913 against 17,000,000 in Germany and 7,-
50C,000 in Grest Britain.

The coal-masters of South Wales were in many
instances, great iron-masters and steel manufactur-
ers who were dependent on important ores. The
coul-exporters were, at any rate, interested in bring-
ing back a cargo of ore in place of the eargo of coal
they bad taken over to France.

Germany was rapidly outpacing Britain in the
produetion of steel and, also, of metallurgical eoke
and coking coal. Britain was short of ore. France
had more than she could use. The coal-masters of
South Wales, therefore, viewed with eminent satis-
faction the prospect of Franece recovering the ore-
fields of Lorraine, and were not unduly perturbed
by her ocenpation of the Saar Valley coalfield, but
they felt that she ought to leave the coking coal of
the Rubr Valley, according to the sacred prineiple
of nationality, in the possession of Germany. Also
they approved the transfer of German merchant
shipping to their own Goverament, not merely be-
cause that conformed with Justice and might result
in them aequiring the vessels very cheaply, but be-
canse, assured of her shipping, they could control
the export of Germany's coal. The coal-owners of

_the Coalition knew what they were about in support-

ing Gould, Seagar, Cory, Haslam and Mond for
Cardiff, Newport, and Swansea. They anticipated
that, having recovered Lorraine, France would re-
quire not 21,000,000 tons of coal as in 1913, but about
41,000,000 tons, or require to trade her ore for their
eoal and eoke in an exchange that would run, not be.
tween Westphalia and France, but between Wales

-and France. They had lent their money and ad-

vanced their eredit, i.e., coal and freights, to France,
and now they would receive interest and prineipal in
iren-ore. Thus, in part, would they be compensated
for the loss of the steam-eoal trade. It was very
elever, It was, indeed, too clever.
(To be Continued.)
03
THE CLASS ALIGNMENT IN THE RUSSIAN
REVOLUTION.

In “Pravda’ of November 6th and T7th Larin

writes over the class groupings in the Russian revo-
lution.

On October 1st 1921 the total number of inhabi- |

tants of the Soviet républies (not in cluding Khiva
and Bokhara) was 131 million. Of these 21.5 mil-
lions live in towns and cities and 109.5 millions in
the villages. Assuming one dependent for each
worker or clerk ‘we get the followig pieture of the
class composition ip the towns: Workers 4,800,000;
Clerks 4,600,000, other classes of the population 12,-

000,000. Rural population: workers 4,400,000,

elerks 900,000 and other classes of the population
104,200,000,
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A Beonomics (Marcy)
and Profit (Marx) e it
Causes of War (Leckle) -
Protection of Labor In Soviet Russis {

10 coplee
pisony

e
Psychology of Marxian Soclalism . 10 coples
All Prices Include Postage. -
Make all moneys payable to E. Mc L &
Street, Bast, Vancouver, B. C Add dww‘:.-.
All sbove literature can be obtained at o
post paid, from 8. R, Davy, Box 1762 Winnipes.

MANIFESTO

— of the —
SOCIALIST PARTY or CANADA
(Pifth Edition)
PO 0OPY e 30 0058
Per 26 coples ... ]
Post Paid

“B. 0, FEDERATIONIS
jonist and

The case of the B. C. Federat g
A. 8. Wells its manager has been com .
the Assize Court for trial. .\Innfg\'s are_
ly required for defence. I)‘mmtwns.
knowledged in the “Fed'’ if sent to:

o A 8 Wells,
842 Pender St. “'t'st,‘
Vancouver, B. C.
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