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KAISER BILL'S MISTAKE
OR THB PROSPECTOR'S DREAM

(Copyright Canada 1919 by Hugh L. Warren.)

The nowB went rattling round the world: The Katoer ' doom

An »nIli'itiM''wlU lOon be iigned, for the Central Power*

And with the news there sprang a ipirit, 'twas fierce, wild

The gn*a^g hopi'Aw« gain, for it ' gold the nationa

need.

L<J, what news from out the ehaoe of m badly muddled world!

What thrills it brought from northern trails, where magie

•Milt are hurled!
. . j

Where the goal in life's attraetion ia a call to pick and pan,

And the vital Wood of aetkm athriU in the pioneer man.

How the spirit generated-'tiNW «ontagioua aagfche ' flu,"

And <mee £ a while a man eaahed in; but whaPis that to

'Twas^ ray of hope that lingered, yes, the boming^ spatk

Bound%dBai and me together in unwritten pledge that

night.

Well, we both knew a Uttle, and our nerves were all elate;

We had played the game together linee the year of nmeteen

Paced th^fwr fiend grim and bitter, then the muskeg and

Now we're on'the trail together, and we'll find the gold or

die.

Many a traU leads northward, to the brink of a bondlj

But only^'few lead onward to where Hudaon lost command.

Bill and I are enthusiasts, and we fear no man or beast.

So we break a traU through swamp and awale that leads na

to the east.
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Oar packs ar« growing heavy, and the eerab ipniee Mem to

throng.

But the miuUkeg's getting stiffer, aa the froat flend ere«i»i

along;
In hasy enow that blinds our ejes, that's driven fast and

stimight,

We're battling fiercely onward to the northland's golden
gate.

Every step is a pleasnre, and every step is a pain,

Bnt when we were in the eonth, how we longed for the north

again.

Yes, Bill had said in Bermuda, "This damnable land I hate,

And in my dream I see a gleam—old Cobalt's silvery gate."

At times it seemed we would tire^ but hope plucked up
with the thought,

'
' Just over the hog-back yonder must be our golden spot '

'

On we crunch through froien snow, athrill with our golden
dreun,

And once in a wUla a eal-faeed owl wakes eehoaa with his

scream*

We camp the nights in frossna moss, hy a fire biasing high.

We hear the howl of hungry wolres, and the bull moose
bellowed sigh.

The snow hangs up on the Jongled fir, and gleama like magic
mounds,

And Bill and I in the reindeer moss decipher out iha aonnds.

A^ain we start on the lonely traO to wend our v ^ along

—

"Say, Bill, is this the track of man, or haa ny Bead gone
wrong f

Look, there is the mark of axe work, and a trench dug in the

sand;
In heaven 's name, are we dreaming things in ^bis stark and

frozen landf"

No, it 's no dream, it 's true enough—there is someone camp-
ing here.

Bill'sThen BilT's brown eyes sparked with surprise, end he said,

"It's mighty queer,

In the heart Ol desolation, 'mid a shroud of glimmering
frost

—

Oh, it may be they 're survivors from some battleship that 's

lost.



.tHUt.f.'XrfJii

* Nt'y been beftring eaet for aumj dayi and moit be aeftr

the eoftit,

Thii eabin here hM just been built, and I wonder who'e tkt
hoet"

With wonder etaring from our eyee, we knoeked upon the
door.

When we heard the inmatde itart to rlae, we wondered more
and more.

Then the do< Awung rudely open, and a Toiee eaid, "Vat
you vant?

Ase 7011 come to eeo if I toi eteal der apruee tree from der
srampf

Dey shaee me from oudt der Yourip, und I vant lome blaee

to hide.

Veil, vhj 70U stand there und look und itare—rhj not you
come iniidef"

U\

Astonnded beyond the use of worda, both Bill and I felt ill.

Whom do yon think we found in the north but famous
Kaiaer Bill.

In the thiekeet base of great amaie we stepped right in the
door, and another shodi awaited there—Von Hindie
on the floor!

There were other four within the eamp—I do not know their

names;
They ''old us then that they eame north in eonneetion with

some claims.

Molybdenite, they said it was, they had got some few years
back

—

A ' e deal with politicians to balance up the pack.

Now Kaiser Bill looked slightly grieved, but was calm r!ght

to the core.

His face looked down in thoughtful frown, with eyes like an
angry boar.

Then he raised his hand, his one good haud, and pointed to

the east,

Saying, "Over dere in Oi:gland they vos calling me 'der
beast.' "

He stepped up to the cabin door, with ofllcial Prussian stride,

Then blurted 01 1 with anger, '"^^Has dot seonndrel, Vilson,

diedf
Yes, I vill told to you dot story, Von Hindenburg und me,
Of von scoundrel vots caUed Vilacm—^he dinks b» own der 1



rM- den I biwt up wow big bo»l,
.•At «rrt der tw go very veu. «'»

'j^'^-^-^^d dlt ugly
U0d Voodrow Vllwo get nud iike neu, una »« • /

a Btop dot Tork. o» 111 eome mlt Unklenote:
BlU,KnUwr

Und SirVott not to light Ilk. rtuirk, but d« Tn> of Chrlr

MDereTJSwVr ton enlled Bord«i, thnt rtrut. nbout mlt

C.d «S*d% «.m. .t a.r Ch«n»«. «U, I dink « « b«.»

"I >«tljf.r .!«* TO. nigh. PO'or. 1 'e^i;' .ij"!' ft'S

H. -jT-W- *"». '^"' ""• *" *^'' '"" "" '""

V„ ^l^u'^U'llSld. .»» gm. W. r« -»* »"'
t*""

"Und now^« frlendt der ptoepeet man, till jou b»^ <>«•

I .MnkTJfjTli. p»ycr h. «id. taongh I'm n<* <f^ •"»

I know:

"O Gott vot le meln pnrdtner, I toldt you good und veU,

Und .L dit*dWr« lookrf •*»•' veil on d« Tery hottort

fc h^ffl m?ta^Srrirt..t rib.. «Wcl. brought m.

And it'^'^t I'd b«. dreaming .b.nt lUi«r BiU'.

miitake.
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