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DR. CHALMERS ON UNIVERSAL PEACE.

‘o DR. CuaLmers’ famous Sermon, entitled, Thoughts
]'“ Universal Peace, delivered on "Thursday, January 18th,
816, the day of National Thanksgiving for the restoration
f eace, may with safety be pronounced the most eloquent
S8uasive from war, that has ever been written. Several
rge impressions of this Discourse have been printed ; it
S been most extensively circulated, read and admired in
'eat Britain; but very few copies have found their way
v 18 country. I cannot, therefore, do my reaflers a great-
Qst.sel'ﬂce than by making them acquainted with so inter-
g an appeal to the best affections of the heart.
- They will find the Preacher bringing to his subjecta most
80rous and penetrating mind, alive to all the sympathies
. Our nature, and deeply impressed with the principles of
n:“ne Revelation. He strips war of ‘its fascinating al-
I “Mentg and displays it in all its horrors, and while sensi-
ite}yn affected with the misery it produces, he rejoices in the
Sli]ll;orary suspension of its calamities—Temporary, for he
ang ¢ars that the elements of discord are not yet destroyed,
Bthat new wars may for a time be expected.
'%k:'-; encouraged by the book of l?wme.Revelatnon, he
Pro Mnto futurity and views with infinite dehght the certain
o tif Mises of God, describing in the most sublime and beau-
| shy |28Uage, the happiness of man when war and violence
: VO:‘lave ceased for ever. He selects his text from Isaiah,

I, L



84 Dottor Chalmers on

2d chap. 4th verse, «Nation shall not lift up sword agatrist
nation, neither shall they learn war any more”’—and intro-
duces his subject with the following striking and original
remarks, . ‘

«There are a great many passages in Scripture, which
ivarrant the expectation that a time is coming, when war
shall be put an end to—when its abominations and its crael-
ties shall be banished from the face of the earth—when
those restless elements of ambition and jealousy, which have
so long kept the species in a state of unceasing commotion,
and are ever and anon sending another and another wave
over the field of this world’s politics, shall at length be
hushed into a placid and enduring calm; and many and
delightful are the images whieh the Bible employs, as guid-
ed by the light of prophecy ; it carries us forward to those
millenial days, when the reign of peace shall be established,
and the wide charity of the Gospel, which is confined by no
limits, and owns no distinctions, shall embosom the whole
human race within the ample grasp of one harmonious and
universal family. :

« But before I proceed, let me attempt to do away a de-
lasion which exists on the subject of prophecy. Its fulfil-
ments are all certain, say many, and we have therefore no-
thing to do, but to wait for them, in passive and indolent
expectation. The truth of God stands in no dependance on
human aid to vindicate the immutability of all his announce-

ments ; and the power of God stands in no need of the fee- -

ble exertions of man to hasten the accomplishment of any
of his purposes. Let us, therefore, sit down quietly in the
attitude of spectators—let us leave the Divinity to do his
own work in his own way, and mark by the progress of &
history over which we have no coutroul, the evolution of his
designs, and the march of his wise and beneficent adminis-
tration. ) -

« Now, it is very true, that the Divinity will do hisown work
in his own way, but if he choose to tell us that that way i$
not without the instrumentality of men, but by their instru-
mentality, might not this sitting down into the mere atti-
tude of spectators, turn out to be a most perverse and diso-
bedicent conelusiofi 7 Tt is true, that his purpose will obtain
its fulfilment, whether we shall offer or not to help it for-

ward by our co-operation. But if the object is to be brought
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about, and if, in virtue of the same sovereignty by which he
determined upon the object, he has also determined on the
way which leads to it,‘ and that that way shall be by the
acting of human principle, and the putting forth of human
exertion, then let us keep back our co-operation as we may,
God will raise up the hearts of others to that which we ab-
stain from ; and they, admitted into the high honour of be-
ing fellow-workers with God, may do homage to the truth
of his prophecy ; while we, perhaps, may unconsciously do
dreadful homage to the truth of another warning, and ano-
ther prophecy. «I work a work in your days which you
“shall not believe, though a man declare it unto you.” Be-
hold, ye despisers, and wonder and perish.” The abolition
of war will be the effect not of any sudden or resistless visi-
tation from Heaven on the character of men—not of any
mystical influence working with all the omnipotence of a
charm on the passive hearts of those who are the subjects
of it—not of any blind or overruling fatality which will come
ugon the earth at some distant period of its history, and
about which, we, of the present day, have nothing to de
but to look silently on, without concern, and without co-
operation, the prophecy of a_.peace, as universal as the
spread of the human race, and as enduring as the moon in
the firmament, will meet its accomplishment, aye, and at
that very time which is already fixed by Him, who seeth the
end of all things from the beginning thereof. But.it will
be brought about by the activity of men. 1t will be done
by the philanthropy of thinking and intelligent Christians.
The conversion of the Jews—the spread of gospel light
among the regions of idolatry—these are distinct subjects
of prophecy, on which the faithful of the land are now act-
ing, and to the fulfilment of which they are giving their
zeal and their energy. 1 conceive the prophecy which relates
o the final aholition of war will be taken up in the same
manner, and the subject will be brought to the test of Chris-
tian principle, and many will urite to spread- a growing
sense of its follies and its enormities, over the countries of
the world—and the public will be enlightened, not by the
factious and turbulent declamations ot a party, but by the
mild dissemination of gospel sentiment through the isii-—
and the prophecy. contained in this book will pass iuto ef-
fect and accomplishment, by no other influence than the
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influence of its ordinary lessons on the hearts and con-
sciences of individuals—and the measure will first be carried
on in one country, not by the unhallowed violence of dis-

content, but by the controul of gengral opinion, expressed

on the part of a people, who, if Christian, in their repug-
nance to war, will be equally Christian in all the loyalties
and subjections, and meek unresisting virtues of the New
Testament—and the sacred fire of good-will to the children
- of men will spread itself through all climes and through all
latitudes—and thus by scriptural truth conveyed with pow-
er from one people to another, and taking its ample round

among all the tribes and families of the earth, shall we ar.

rive at the magnificent result of perce throughout all its
provinees, and security in all its dwelling places.”

In prosecuting his subject, Dr. Chalmers first expatiates
on the evils of war, secondly mentions the obstacles which
stand in the way of its extinction, and thirdly points out
some of the expedients by which these obstacles may be done
away. Under the first head he remarks ¢ War has been in-
vested with a most pernicious splendour, and men have of-
fered to justify it as a blessing and an ornament to society,
and attempts have been made to throw a kind of imposing
morality around it ; and one might almost be reconciled to
the whole train of its calamities and its horrors, did he not
believe his Bible, and learn fram its information, that in the
days of perfect righteousness, there will be no war ;—that
80 soon as the character of man has had the last finish of
Christian principle thrown over it, from that moment all the
instruments of war will be thrown aside, and all its lessons
will be forgotten ;—that, therefore, what are called the vir-
tues of war are no virtues at all, or that a better and a wope
thier scene will be provided for their exercise ;—but in
short, that at the commencement of that blissful era, when
the reign of Heaven shall be established, war will take itg
departure from the world with all the other plagues and
atrocities of the species. :

But apart altogether from this testimony to the evil of
war, let us just take a direct look of it, and see whether
we can find its character engraven on the aspect it bears
to the eye of an attentive observer. Tle stoutest heart
of this assembly would recoil, were he who owns it, to
behoid the destruction of a single individual by some.

.
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deed of violence. - Were the man who at this moment:
stands before you in the fuil play and ener, of - health,
to be in another moment laid by some deadly aim 3 life-
less corpse at your feet, there is not one of you who would
not prove how strong are the relentings of nature at q
Spectacle 30 hideous as death. There are some of you whao
would be haunted for whole days by the image of horrer
= You had witnessed—who would feel the weight of a most
oppressive sensation upon your heart, which nothing but
time could wear away—who would be so pursued by it
38 to be unfit for business or for enjoyment—who would
think of it through the day, and it would spread a gloomy
disquietude over your waking moments—who would
dream of it at night, and it would turn that bed which
You courted as a retreat from the torments of an ever-
Meddling memory, into a scene of restlessness.

But generally the death of ‘violence is not instantane.
Ous, and there is often 2 sad and dreary interval between,
its final consummation, and the infliction of the blow
- Which causcs it. The winged messenger of destruction
has not found its direct avenue to that spot where the
Principle of life is situated—and the soul, finding obstacles
toits immediate egress, has to struggle with it for hours, ere
It can make its weary way through the winding avenues
of that tenement, which has been torn open by a brother’s

and. 1 3m not saying that the burden of all this crimin-

~ ality rests upon the heads of the immediate combatants,
It lies somewhere ; but who can deny that a soldier may
e a Christian, and that from the bloody field in which
his body is laid, his soul may wing its ascending way to
thesghores of a peaceful eternity ?  But wheén I think that
- the Christians, even of the great world, form but a very
s+ Mttle flock, and that an army is not a propitious soil for
the growth of Christian principle——when I think on the
Character of ane such army, that had been led on for years
Y2 ruffian ambition—and been enured to scenes of barba-
fty~and had gathered a most ferocious hardihood of soul,
‘om the many enterprifgs of violenoe to which an unprin-
Sipled commander had carried them—when 1 follow them
0 the ficld of battle, and further think that on both sides
%0 eXasperated contest—the gentleness of Christianity
£an have nq place in almost any hosom ; but that nearly
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every heart is lighted up with fury, and breathes a vindie.
tive purpofe against a brother of the species, I cannot but
reckon it among the most fearful calamities of war—that
while the work of death is thickening along its ranks, so
many disembodied spirits should pass into the presence of
Him who sitteth upon the throne, in such a posture and
with such a preparation. ’
When he comes in the second division, to mention the
_ obstacles which stand in the way of the extinction of war ;
and which threaten to retard,, for a time, the accomplish-
ment of the Prophecy in the text, he asks “is this a time to
complain of obstacles to the extinction of war when peace
has been given to the nations and we are assembled to cele-
brate its triumphs, &c.” and in reply, makes the following
beautiful and sublime observations, which breathe the pure
spirit of Christianity, and such a feeling of genuine Patriot-
ism, as real Christians only can experience. “Let it be ob-
served, that every interval of repose is precious—every
breathing time from the work of vioience is to be rejoiced in
by the friends of humanity—ewery agrcement among the
powers of the earth,, by whicha temporary respite can be
gotten {rom the calamities of war, is so much reclaimed from
the amount of those miseries that afflict the world, and of
those crimes, the cry of which ascendeth unto heaven, and
bringeth down the judgments of God in this dark and rebel-
lious Province of his creation. I trust, that on this day,
gratitude to Him who alone can still the tumults of the peo-
ple, will be the sentiment of every heart—and I trust that
none who now liear me, will refuse to evince his gratitude
to the Author of the New Testament, by their obedience to
one of the most distinct and undoubted of its lessons—I mean
the lesson of a reverential and subnissive loyalty. T cannot
pass an imparital eye over this record of God’s will, without
perceiving the utter repugnance t'hat there is between the
spirit of Christianity, and the factious, turbulent, unquench-
able, and evermeddling spirit of political disa¥ection. 1 will
not compromise, by the surrender of a single jot or tittle, the
integrity of that preceptive code which my Saviour hath left
behind him for the ohedience of his disciples. T will not
detach the very minutest of its features, from the fine pic-
ture of morality that Christ hath bequeathed, both by com-
mandment and example, to adorn. thenature he condescend-

-
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¢il {o wear—and sure I am thatthe man who has drunk in.
the entire spirit of the gospel—who, reposing himself on the
faith of promised immortality, can maintain an elevated calm
amid all the fluc tuations of this world's interest—whose
exclusive ambition it is to be the unexcepted pupil of pure,
and spiritual, and self denying Christianity—sure I am that
such a man will honour the king and all who are in authori-
ty—and be sabject unto them for the sake of conscience—
and render unto them all their dues—and not withhold a
single fraction of the tribute they impose upon him—and be
the best of subjects, just because he is the best of Christians
—resisting nome of the ordinances of God, and living a
Quiet and a peaceable life, in all godliness and honesty.

But it gives me pleasure to advance a further testimony
in behalf of that government with which it has pleased God,
who appointeth to all men the bounds of their habitation,
to bless that portion of the globe which we occupy. I count
it such a government, that I not only owe it the loyalty of
my principles-—but 1 also owe it the loyalty of my affections
—T1 could not lightly part with my devotion to that govern-
ment which the other year opened the door tothe Christian-
ization of India—I shall never withhold the tribute of my
reverence from that government which put an end to the
atrocities of the Slave Trade—1I shall never forget the tri-
umph which, in that proudest day of Britain’s story, the

- cause of humanity gained within the walls of our enlight-

ened Parliament. Let my right hand forget her cunning,
ere | forget that country of my birth, where, in defiance to
all the clamours of mercantile alarm, every calculation of
interest was given to the wind, and braving every hazard,
the nobly resolved to shake off the whole-burden of the in-
famy which lay upon her. 1 shall never forget, that how to
complete the object in behalf of which she has so honorably
led the way, she has walked the whole round of civilized
society, and knocked at tlre door of every government in Ku-
rope, and lifted her imploring voice for injured Africa, and
pled with the mightiest monarchs of the world, the cause of
her outraged shores, and her distracted families. 1 can nei-
ther shut my heart nor eyes to the fact, that at this moment
she is stretching forth the protection of her naval arm, and
§hieldmg {o the uttermost of her vigour, that coast where an
Wmhuman avarice is still plying its guilty devices, and aiming
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to perpetuate among an unoffending people, a trade of cri-
elty, with all the horrid train of its terrors and abominations,
Were such a government as this to be swept from its hase,
either by the violence of foreign hostility, or by the hands
of her own misled and infatuated children,—I should never
~ cease to deplore it as the deadliest interruption which eyer
had been given to the interests of luman virtue, and to the
march of human improvement. Q! how it should swellev-
ery heart, not with pride, but with gratitude, to think that
the land of our fathers, with all the iniquities which abound
in it; with all the profligacy which spreads along our streets,
and all the prophaneness that is heard among our compan-
ies—to think, that this our land, overspread as it is with
the appalling characters of guilt, is still the securest asylum
of worth and liberty—that this is the land from which the
most copious emanations of Christianity are going forth tg
all the quarters of the world—that this is the land which
teems from one end to the other of it with the most splendid
designs ard enterprises for the good of the species—that this
is the land where public principle is most felt, and public
objects are most prosecuted, and the fine impulse of a pub-
lic spirit is most ready 1o cany its generous people beyond
the limits of a selfish and contracted patrietism.  Yes, and
when the heart of the philanthropist is sinking within him at
the gloomy spectacle of those crimes and atrocities which
still deform the history of man, I know not a single earthly
expedient more fitted to brighten and sustain him, than to
turn his eye to the country in which he lives—and there sec
the most enlightened government in the world acting as the
organ of its mest moral and intelligent population.”

ON BAPTISM.

Our readers will be much pleased with the following re«
marks on Baptism. The subject is of vital importance to
professing Christians, and yet the great indifference re-
garding it which prevailsin this country is truly deplora.
ble. Persons pretending to be sincere friends of the Gos-
pel leave their children without baptism for months, years,
and often altogether. Thousands begome parents them-

g .
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selves before they are admitted by this holy sacrament 1n-
to the flock ot Chirist, and have lived the greater part of
their lives without participating in the glorious privileges
Which it confers. Nothing strikes an Luropeap with “so
Mmuch horror on coming to America as the great numbers
of unbaptized adults with whom he daify meets, . Let
all Christians remember that baptism is a solemn admis.
sion into the visible Church—a title to grace and re.
mission of sing, and that the irace promised, is not merely
offered, but really exhibited and conferred by the Holy
Ghost in this Sacrament, upon all whe truly repent of their
sins, ,

_ For T Caristian RECORDER.
Mr. Editor, , , _ oo
.. Ihave noticed with much sorrow a marked indifferencey
displayed by the Members of the established Church, to.
wards that most holy Rite. the Sacrament of Baptism,~
“ossibly they are not sufficiently apprized of its import-
ance : if in any way the following strictures should be cori-
sidered by you as tending to elucidate the nature of thig
ore than badge of our profession, you will oblige me by
- Inserting them in the Christiaii Recorder.
Yours, &c. .
S. G.
, ¥ Know ge not that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ
®ere baptized into his death.” : .

St. Paul’s tpistle to the Romans, 6th Chap. 3d Verse.

. Much diversity of opinion has prevailed in the Chris-
Yan world upon the subject of infant baptism. Whilst
bne party have considered it as 2 mere ceremony, void of
3y « jnward or spirntual gface” another have fallen into
‘. Opposite error, and have regarded it in the light of a
fharm by which thesins of the person on whom 1t hag
beeq practised are unconditionally done away It is pro-
Posed here to confine ourselves entirely to the sense in

ich our own Church has received it. And in order to

3scertain the sense which she holds of its eilflcacy, whether

10 the cage of infants, or of adults, it will be necessary to

100!1 both at the Catechism where we find a short expla-

"at‘lpn of it—and at the office of Baptism itsclf, in which
Ok, 1, M



92 On Baptism.

the Church professedly expounds it.—Two things are né.
cessary to constitutc a Sacrament, an outward visible -ign,
and an inward spiritual Grace. 1o the question proposed
in the Catechism, what is the outward visible sign or form
in baptism, the answer uppiied is « water whetein the per-
son is baprized in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Ghost.””  Water has always béen consid-
cred as an emblem of purificatior, and here may morecver
represent the washing away of sin_by.the blood of Jesus
Christ. The Apostle St. Paul makes Baptism by immer-
sion allegorically to represent our being buried into sin,
and rising again into righteousness “ The practice of
baptising by plunging the persun under water, thereby bu.
rying him as it were in the water, and ruising him out
again, was arciently the more usual method : on which
account St. Paul speaks of baptism as respecting both the
death and burial and resurrection of Christ and what is
grounded upon them our being dead and buried to sin, re-
nouncing it, and being acquitted of it, and our rising again
to walk in newness of life, being both obliged and enablec |
to practice for the {uture every duty of piety and virtve.”
The first Prayer in the Baptismal Service, contains the
Scriptural types of Baptism, the saving of Noah and his fa-
mily in the Ark from perishing by water, “ the like figure,
saith Saint Peter. whereunto even Baptism doth also now
save us.” The leading of the Children of Israel through the
Red Sea, and the Baptism of Christ himself in the River
Jordan. ‘These insarces goto shewr that the use of wate?
is enjoined, not merely as an emblem of purification, but
as having also a2 most important mystical signiffeation.
‘Thus again speaketh the Aposile of the Gentiles in allu jos
to the love which Christ beareth to the Church. “Fhathe
might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water
by the word, that he might present it to himself a glorious
Church not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing, but
that it shall be holy and without blemish.” Here the pu-
rity of Christ’s Church is distinctly intimated, and it iste
be obtained by the washing of water” which is the out-
ward visible sign of B ptism. The inward spiritual grace
is defined in our Catechism to be * a death unte sin and
a new birth unto righteousnass ” 1 we turn to the office
of Baptism appointed to be used in the case of aduits, we.
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$hall find that our Church most unequivocally considers
this solemn service as having efficacy in these most essen-
tial poiats, only on certain conditions : and from a carefu)l
Perusal of these questions, which she proposes to - those
persans who come to receive this sacrament, we may ¢nl-
lect, that she neyer did hold it to be a charm (as it were),
to convert “ by a ceremanious power, human nature from
a fallen to a regenerate state, or to infuse grace by a ma-
terial miracle.”  In her exhortation she strictly insists on
the necessity of repentance and faith on the part of th-se,
who seek to be partakers with Christ.  She sets farth that
Christ hath indced promised to receive all who come to
him, but they must come with true repentance and faith.
% Doubt ye not therefore but earnestly believe that he will
favorably receive these present persons truly repenting and
coiming wnlo him by faith”. that he will grant them remis.
sion of their sins and bgstow ypon them the Holy Ghost,
that he will give them the blessing of eternal life, and make
them partakers of his everlasting kingdomi:  These are

her comfortable assurances, but they are not offered uncon-

ditiopally. When those who hcard St. Peter on bis first
preaching, had asked him and the rest of the Apostles
“ Men and Brethren whut shall we do,” he replied, *¢Re-
pent ye and be baptized every one of you, in the name
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins and ye thall receive
the Haly Ghost.” Thus also speaksthe Church, ¢ What
13 required of persons to be baptized I’ ¢ Repentance,
Whereby they forsake sin, and faith, whereby they stead-
fastly believe the promises of God made to them in that
Sacrament.” In the scrvice of baptism, appointed in the
Case of infants, a security is givea by the sureties, that is
by the Godfatiiers and Godtnothers, for the performance
of these conditions, when the infan s themselves arrive at
8uch an age as to be enabled to perform them. Hence it
appears that our Church does not consider Baptism in any
Other light than asan ordinance conferring inestimable
Privileges on those who are fitted to receive them. Whilst
Wwever on the one hand she does not maintain, that by it
Spinitual blessings are conferred without any respect to, the
Condition of the person on whom conferred, she does not
on the other consider it 2 me:c cccle-dastical rite, devoid of
U spiritual benefit when rightly rece’~ *  Immediately
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pfter the cssential part of the office has been gone through,
she thus speaks, « seeing that these persons are regenerate;
&c.” Now what can thisimply but a ¢ death unto'sin and’
a newbirth unto righteousness, for being by nature born
in sin we are hereby made the children of grace.” Here
then is signified a direct change from a state of sinfulness
and condemnation, to that of righteousness and forgiveness.
In another place we are said to be made at Baptism ¢ Mem-
bers of Christ, Children of God, and inheritors of the kin g
dom of heaven.” - All these declarations necessarily ‘tend
to shew the very great importance which our Church at-
taches to the receiving this Sacrament. It is right howev-
¢r to observe, that though she insists strongly on the neces-
sity of thus obtaining admission within her pale, wherever
it can be:done, yet she does not presume to assert, that
whereit cannot be done, God’s grace will on that account
be refused and kept back. In her injunction she strictly
follows the usages of the Apostles. In the Acts of the
Apostles we read that even whilst Peter was speaking, the
Holy Ghost fell on all them that heard the word, and this
even before they had been bLaptized : as.soon however as it
was perceived, they immeédiately asked, < Can any man re.
fuse water that thesé should not be baptized, which have
received the Hoiy Ghost as well as we * 1t is worthy
remark that though we have here an instance of the effiss
sion of the spirit before baptism, yet this was not an usy-
al occurrence. ° In this case it was particularly required,
the persons on whom it was poured out were Gentiles ag-
ainst whont Wll.the Jews, and even Peter himself, entertain.
ed great prejudices ; consequently had no such manifes.

., Zotation of the will of the Almighty that they should also
&% be reccived into the Covenant been made, most un. -

o

doubtedly they would not: have received Baptisin at ajl!
Indeed, ‘after such an appearance of their “adoption” Peter,
thoug{f hitnself convinced, yet asks, doubtingly, ¢ Can
any man*forbid water ?’ This instance, theretore, of the -
effusion of the spirit before baptism, ought not to mislead
any ore into a belief that rhe sacrament itself js unimpor-

tant, not “ heing necessary to Salvition.” Wherever jt
can be received it is absolutely sinful to neglect it—it is in
tact a direct act of disopedience against the express injunc-
tions of our Saviour, ~Go ye (says he to the Apostles when
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he was about to ascend into Heaven) and teach all nations,
baptizing them iri the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost. But how shall this last command..
' ment be fulfilled, if a disobedient people shall refuse to come:

unto this Baptism ? R

PO

DiSSERTATIONS ON THE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINES
G~ -

THE FALL. BRI
w o How evil ‘came into the world,” says Poctor Johnsen,
~for what reason it is that life is overspread with such
Doundless varietics of misery, why the ouly thinking beiiig*
of this giobe is doomed to think merely to be wretched, and’
o pass his time from youth to age in feariig or in suffering
Calamitics, is a guestion which Philosophers: have long ask-*
ed and which Philosophy could never answer.” Cg
It has in all ages heen a constant subject of investigation:
and controversy among metaphysicians and theologiaus,
and has given birth to a great number of fanciful theories
nd systems—Onie traces it to bad elections or choices—
Another that it is impossible to endue created beings with -
2 perfection that is to produce good, exclusive of evil—A
thirq says that this is not a state of trial and discipline, pre-
Paratory to a state of superior happiness, but a mighty pro-
“ess for the creation and formation of mind ;' @ process ne-
Cessary to awaken inert, chaotic matter into spirit ; to sub-
'mate, the dust of the earth into soul ; to elicite an ethéreal
Spark from the clod of clay—And a late writer conies’ for-
“ard, with moré than ordinary preténsions, and solves the
- \Culty by discovering'the origin of moral evil in the unjon
o liberty and passive power. It is unneccssary for us to
i p to examine th‘ese several systems, and to point cut the -
. Siperahie ob‘_]cctlons that ‘may be urged against them, be-
m&;lse we constder lhe solution beyond the power of the hu- "
N " mind, and only to be explained by the Divine Revela- 4
S(‘Fi' . To the cold.metaphyswlanf and those ignorant of'the
“ O'm g fl‘n'es, these dlﬂ'eren!_ Suppositions may appear to have
true di&f‘ce, but to the reai.y inquisitive mingd they leave the -
v culty as it was, siiice they must admit that accord-

!
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ing to each of the theories or suppositions, less evil might
have heen allowed, without detriment to the good.

- “ Every attempt to explain the origin of evil has proved,”
says the amiable Bishop Porteous, this mortifying and
humiliating truth, namely, the extreme weakness of the hu-
man inteilect, when applied to subjects so far above its
rveach, and the utter inability of man to fathom the counsels
of the Most High, angl to deyelope the mysterious ways of
Providence, by the sole strength of unassisted reason.” It
would be as easy for a mau to grasp the whole universe in-
his hand, as for the limited powers of human intellect to conr-
prehend the nature and propeérties of Omnipotence, for al-
though we are endowed with reasoning powers to a certain
extent, yet, whenever they attempt tq pass beyond their pro-
per bounds, their progress is arrested by the great fiats
&« Hitherto shalt thou come and na farther.” S

In our former essay we have scen that man came
from the hands of his Creator, worthy of infinite goadness
and wisdom, possessed of more knowledge than the beasts
of the earth and of more wisdom than the fowls of Heaven—
he saw himself made in the image of God and after his like-
mess—he was a stranger to evil, and possessed all the facul-
ties which were adapted to the perfection of his nature.—
He walked with God, free from suffering and witheut the
least moral stain—But it is never to he forgotten, that, al-
though man was the child of innocence and of an exalted
nature, he was not and could not be absolutely perfect, and
accordingly, thongh enriched with every thing requisite for
his happiness he is represented as the immediate cause of
his own evil. According to the Scripture account, Eve
was not tempted by the fruit, but by its virtue in exalling
their nature and making them of a nearer resemblance to
God. ¢ Ye shall be as Gods, knowing good and cvil—And
when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, . and
that it wae pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to
make one wise, she took the fruit thereot and did cat, and

-gave also to the husband with her and he did eat.”

This was the same temptation, which had prevailed over
the fallen Angels, and had transformed them into, Devils,
when they were cast down into hell and delivered into
chains of darkness, to be reserved mito judgment.  As pride
and ambition were the chief crimes of she Apostate Angels,
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56 were they the crimes of our first parents. 'They listened
to the deceiving voice of the father of lies, transgressed the
Divine taw and were expelled from the garden of KEden by

‘God himself, who placed at the East of 1t Cherubims and a

flaming sword, which turned every way, to keep the way of
the tree of life. :

It has been generally supposed, says the Rev. Mr. Sav
Yille, that our first parents weré¢ placed originally in the
garden of Eden—But this opinion scems founded on a mis-
take. That our first parents were in a state previous to
their enjoyment of the garden of Eden, appears evident
from Scripture. In the §9th verse of the first chapter of
Genesis, God said, ““ Behold,'I have given your every herb
bearing seed which is upon the face of all the carth, and
every tree in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed,
% you it shall be for meat” Here the graut is general,
without any exception. In the 8th verse of the 2d chap-
ter it is mentioned, that the Lord God planted a garden in
Kden, and there he put the man he had formed.” Now, it
is evident, that our first parents were created before this -
garden was planted, and not in the garden, and that before
they were sent into Paradise they had every tree for food,
without any exception. But when they were placed in the
garden, a. positive injunction was given them in the 16th
and 17th verses— The Lord God commanded the man,
faying, of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat,
hut of the tree of knowledge of good aud evil thou shalt
hot eat of it, for the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt
surely die.”—The natural conclusion is that these passages
refer to two difterent states. Adam and Eve in their first
state were under the discipline of what is called natural re-
ligion, being only commanded to keep themselves pure, to
love God and one another. God therefore advanced them
L higher state, and placing them in Paradise, adde_:d o a
Ioral, a positive injunction, that there was a certain tree
I the garden, the fruit of which they were not to eat.—
Now it is admitted that a positive precept 18 a severer test
ot obedience than a moral one, because of the moral pre-
eept we see the reason, but this is seldom the case with the
Positive, Moreover, we are apt to consider such positive
junctions the reasous of which we cannot explain, as yp-
Mportant when compared to moral precepts.
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The Scripture, in narrating the Apustacy of eur first Pa-
rents, mentions a wicked being, by whose wiles it was effect- *
ed.—This Being is denominated the Serpent, or as the Bi-
ble otherwise denominates him, the Tempter, the Murderer,
Satan, the Father of lies, &c. but whether he actuaily assu-
med the form of a natural Serpent, or is only described un-
der that name, is not a matter of importance, as it is certain
that Satan, that malignant Being, was.the principal agent in
the whole affair. On him was the weight and force of tlie
tremendous sentence to light, between his seed and that of
the woman was enmity to subsist, ahd his head was to be
finally crushed by the Messiah. Satan, the eneiny of all
goodness, conducted the temptation with great address.—
He speaks to the woman, the weaker vessel, and he speaks
to her when she was alone, that she might not avail hersel {
of the counsel and direction of her husband.—Ilc persuades
her to dishelieve the solemn threat ofthe Almighty to Adam,
 In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”,
Ye shall not die, said this enemy,  for God doth know that
fn the day ye eat thereof then your eyes shall be opened and
ye shall be as Gods, knowing good and evil.” And when
the woman saw that the tree was good for focd, and that it
was pleasant to the eyes and a tree to he desired to make one
wise, she took of the fruit thereof and did cat and gave alse
to her husband with herand he did eat.

. What a dreadful change does this act of disobedience
produce.  Our first Parents iminediately feel their degrada-
tion. They have lost their innocence, their righteousness °
and happiness. They are afraid of God and fly from his.
presence.  Hecalls them trembling before him. He con-
victs them of their guilt. 'They are expeiled from the Gar-,
den of Eden and doomed in sorrow and the sweat of theif
brow, to eat their bread, till they return to the dust from which
they were taken. Death, saith the Scriptures, is the wages
of sin, and this death consists not merely in the separation of
the soul from the body but in the separation of the soul
from God—hence ail the sing, corruptions and crimes that
overwlielm the world. .

« This, says Bishop Porteous, is the true origin of moral
evil, and it is expressly confirmed by our Saviour in the para-
bie of the househoider, in which, when the servants express
thew surprise at finding tares among the wheat, and ask
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whence they came, his answer is an cnemy hath done this,
fud that enemy, our Lord informs us, is the Devil, that in-
Veterate, implacable enemy of the human race, the onginal
author of all our calamities, and at this moment the prime
mover and great master spring of all the wickedness and
all the misery that now overwhelr the world.”

The fatal consequences of Adam’s transgression did not
terminate with himself; sorrow, sin and death have ever
since been the portion of his posterity, and no man, except
Jesus Christ, has been blameless and exempt from sin.—
All are guilty of vices; errors and infirmities—The gene-
rality of men are grossly corrupted—We go astray as soon
as we are born, the imaginations of our hearts are evil con-
tinually— O wretched man that I am, saith the blessed
Apostle, who shall deliver me from the body of this death—
If we say that we have no sin, we déceive ourselves, and
the truth is not in us”” The consequences of the fall are
matters of experience—Waat man has ever lived who has
not committed transgression, whose conscience has not up-
braided him—whois there that has notsuffered calamity, been
disappointed in his just expectations, and felt the uncertain-
ty of sublunary things?

Those, therefore, who raise objections to the doctrine of
thie fall, as revealed in the Holy Scriptures, should remem-
her, that these Scriptures did not introduce evil but only
explain its origin—had there never been such a revelation
as we possess, natural and moral evil would have been equal-
ly felt, and the world covered with griefs and crimes. To
bring forward the existence of evyil as an objection against
our Holy Religion, is extremely absurd, for it is not peculiar
:0 it, but. common to all religious and philosophical sys-

ems,

Various objections have been made against the doctrine of
the fall, which prove no more than the ignorance of those
Wwho make them, and the greatness of their presumption.

It is, say many, inconsistent with the goodness and wis-
dom of God. This assertion is rashly-made, and contra-
dicted by the most positive facts and reasonings. The

lessings’ which our first Parents lost, they had never any
Tight to enjoy—Nor do the perfections of the Divinity re-
duire that such beings as we are should be rewarded “with

ristian Salvation, Had our Creator given us a tempora-
You, 3, ’ N i
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ry existence, and that existence been accompanied with any
portion of happiness, we ought to have been grateful. But
he has been infinitely more kind to us, for notwithstanding
our guilt, he hath made ample provision for the possibility
of our deliverance and restoration to a happy eternity, and
thus displays the most wonderful goodness and mercy.

The ways and administration of God must, as we have
already remarked, be unfathomable to us, otherwise they
would not be infinitely wise and good—if, therefore, we are
not able fully to comprehend the Scripture account of the
fall of man in all its consequences, we have, nevertheless,
ample reason to believe it perfectly consistent with the Di-
vine perfections— For any person who looks serioasly into
his own heart feels that he is hourly receiving greater bene-
fits and mercies than he deserves—hence it becemes a ques-
tion of fact between us and our own souls, and experiencing
daily the degeneracy of our nature, we tremble for the dan-
ger we are in and the multitudes who are likely to be lost. In-
stead, therefore, of looking for objections to a doctrine which
we feel to be true, we ought rather to inquire, whether amidst
all our darkness we do not see enough to convince us that
God is perfectly righteous in all his ways. .

Let it farther be observed, that all crcated beings are ne-
cessarily, from their very nature imperfect ; were it other-
wise they would be infallible and omniscient, for a defect of
kuowledge includes the probability of mistake, and conse-
quently sin, and we know that sin is necessarily connected
with suffering. Now, if to be perfect, and free from the
possibility of pain and suffering, a creature must be omni-
scient, it follows that it must likewise possess the perfec-
fections of the Deity, and instead of the creature become
the Creator, which leads to a palpable absurdity.  To con-
clude, no man can complain of the goodness of God, in
subjecting him to punishment, for being depraved in his na-
ture and frequently directed by evil inclinations, habits and
propensities, he cannot be entitled to the rewards of nno-
cence.

Still it has been said, that the intelligence and holiness
attributed to our first Parents, in a state of innocence, ren-
der it wcredible that they should have been disobedient.

- St. Paui assures us, that Adam was neither deceived nor
persuaded, andthat he sinned rather than see her whom he
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loved perish alone, and chose rather to be involved in the
Same common ruin. But it may be asked in answer to
this objection—Is the fall of Adain more difficult to be
conceived than that of Solomon, who was so blinded as
to substitute stocks and stones as the objects of worship,
in the place of that God who had appeared to him visi-
bly? Do we not see daily in the midst of Christianity,
men who have long walked uprightly, sacrifice their reii-
gion and their conscience to a momentary gratification,
for which the next moment they detest themselves ! Who
alas is able so to calculate upon all the causes and effects of
temptatioa as to be on his guard against every avenue of sin,
and to determine the narrow space that divides the wisest
and best of men from the grossest iniquity? There are
moments of obscurity, in which people still see enough to
guide their steps, but in which it is easier for them to go
astray, and in which they will find greater difficulty in do-
ing what they ought, than they have experieaced on for-
mer ocoasions. At such times thousands fall.

We might proceed to the mention of other objections,
but we forbear, as these two include every real difficalcy,
and have been satisfactorily answered. The Scriptural ac-
count of the entrance of moral evil into the world, stands
on firmer ground, even considered as independent of reve-
lation, and is encumbered with fewer difficulties than any
other system that has been proposed. This conelusion is
mmost agreeable to the inquisitive mind, and renders the
acquiescence of the humble Christian more pleasing and
consolatory—he sees in the very difficulties which he meets
With, temp-ations which try his faith,and which cherish in
his soul habits of attention, discipline and resignation, by
the exercise of which he becomes gradually more qualified
for a purer and happier state of existence in-the world
to come. .

To sum up the whole, Scripture informs us that God
8ave ou; first Paients a positive command as a proof of
their obedience, just and salutary in itself, for it remind-
€d them of their dependance upon him as the foundation of
all their happiness —That imagining that they would ob-
fain ex.ltation and greater happiness, they were tempred
%o disobedience, which disobedience to the will of God, is
e source of all impiety and wickeduess, Lhe Scripture
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roceeds to state, that Adam and Eve, as 2 punishment
£)r this transgression, were driven frem Paradise and sub-
jected to death, but that when they were humbled under
the conviction of sin, God had compassion upon them and
vouchsafed them encouragement—That Adam being the
the representative of all transgressors, the sentence pro-
nounced against "him-is exccuted on all his deicendants,
ivho, nevertheless, through the Divine mercy, have still
greater reason to look forward with hope, and that if pe-
nitent and humble they will obtain mercy. In this re-
spect the Gospel offers unbounded comfort, and fulfils in
the most glorious manner the promise darkly communicat-
ed to our first Parents. Adam was therefore, as the Rev.
Dr. Brown justly observes, ¢ the representative, image
and type of the common condition ot humanity, of its na-
tural state, its degeneracy and misery, and of the remecdies
which have been appiied to all these by the wisdom and
goodness of our heavenly Father.”

THE CONFESSOR.
No. 3.

The Confcssor of this Number is chiefly furnished by cui
' ‘ Correspondents.

SIr,

Before a Physician can honestly prescribe, he must
know the constitution of his Patient, so in like manner,
he that endeavours to promote the spiritual and temporal
advantages of any country, must make himself acquainted
with -he virtues and vices of its inhavitants, that he may
be cnabled to promote the one and to repress the other.

It is in vain to deny that even where Christianity has
been ling the p'revailing Faith, transgressions abound aud
the hisiory of our Holy Religion s stained with the imper-
fections of its followers. Under such circumsrances what
is a good an to do? Is he to sit down in despair, with-
out endewviuring to check the iniquity that prevails?  Is
he reither !0 insiruct others nor improve himself ?  Is he
neither to subpress vice nor encourage virtue, but to be-
hold the march of iniquity with apathy or indifference’
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ri’hesg were my reflections when the prospectus of your
journal caught my attention, and opened to me a prospect
of becoming usetul.  With some reading, and a great de-
sire to benefit others, 1 offer myselt as an occasional cor-
respondent. 1 am of a serious turn of mind, though L have
not been always so, and am not without some eXperience
1in the customs and manners of the world, and in the de-
ceitfulness of the heart. : , :
' I am, &c. L.

We accept with pleasure Mr. L—’s offer of becoming an
occasional correspondent, for being serious, he will be
vaiuable. A man of this disposition considers impartially
the real value of things, so a~ never to estimate trifles above

their worth, or to contemn things truly excellent. Sucha -

person often communes with his heart,loves retirement,and
studies to know himself as well as others. - He reflects up-
on his situation, why he came into the world, about his
business, and how short his stay. The uncertainty of hu-
man life, and the certainty of judgment to come, fre-
quently occupy his thoughts, and knowing that God is al-
ways present, he perceives the folly of doing what must
be repented of. In fine, he knows how to distinguish be-
tween time and eternity. Being on the subject of serious-
ness, I am reminded of the following fragment, which
was sent me some days ago. It is evidently the effusion
of an amiablc heart, feeling strongly, though unaccustomed
to clothe such feelings in words. I have reason to believe
that the writer is a very young and beautiful lady,
Possessing all the conveniences of lite,and who attempts to
describe the melancholy state of mind under which she
Row labours. '
' A FracuEeNT.

The natural propensity man has to think all men mor-
tal but himself, is a fatal source of much of that peevish
despondency and terrific despair, which overwhelm chou-
sands of the most delicate and feeling minds.

While in the full cnjoyment of heaith and ease, we are
t00 apt to witness the miseries and death of our fellow-
Creatures, with as much indifference and apathy as we listen
10 a tale of fictitious woe, but when mental anpuish or
Corporcal pain scizes iast hold on us, it is then that we fecl

-
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our mortality ! it is then we deplore our former follias
and our base neglect of religious duties It is then that
the troubled soul internally cries, Oh! that I had, when
in health, accustomed myself to anticipate this awful mo-
ment, which [ toolishly thought very far distant! Wretch
that I am, I merit this dreadful fate! While I was thought-.
lessly in possession of so many rich blessings, liberally be-
stowed by the bounteous hand of God, I shamefully neg-
lected even to acknowledge the Divine Giver! Yet, O God,
pity thy weak creature, and if it be thy blessed will to re-
store me to health and peace of mind, how differently
shall my time be spent! I will take every opportunity of
relieving or soothing the miserable, and of smoothing the
pillow of death, and I will pray incessantly to thee that thou
mayest bless me with thelight of thy countenance—that thou
wouldst enable me to consider death as a necessary step to
future glory, so that when my hour shall come 1 may re-
sign my life with joy, rejoicing in the full assurance of Sal-
vation, through the merits of our blessed Redeemer.
: : A.N. M.

Many persons represent human life as much more mise-
rable than it is commonly felt to be; they are generally
such as are oppressed with a morbid sensibility, or whose
awakened consciences have risen up against them for tor-
mer traonsgression. . Their remorse, though severe, is sa-
lutary, and if they sincerely repent and purpose in their
hearts to lead a new life, their despondency and gloom will
gradually pass away and give place to the most glorious
prospects of future felicity.

Let this penitent, therefore. take courage, the Lord loveth
the humble and contrite heart, and despiseth not the de-
sire of such as be sorrowful. Whom the Lord loveth he
chasteneth, and scourgcth every son whom he receiveth—
Sorrow may endure for a nighr, but joy cometh in the
morning.

Mr. Editor,

. 1 was intending to have sent you, for insertion in your ve-
ry useful publication, a short abstract of the history and pro-
ceedingsof the Society for promoting Christian knowledge;
Iam happy however to find that you _have anticipated me,
having already entered upon the subject in your last num-

.
For THE ©nrisTiAN RECORDER.
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ber. 1fis to me a cause equally of regret and surprise, that
no Committee, either Diocese or District, in connection with
that Institution, has yet been established in this Province.
hen ail the objects proposed by this Society are taken in-

to consideratien, it most undoubtedly appears to have the
Strongest claims on the gratitude and support ofall who wish
to see religion flourish, and good order and morality encou-
Taged. It does not confine itself solely to the distributior
of the Scriptures—it appropriates part of its funds and di-
fects much ofits attention to the education of the lower or-
ders ; rightly determining that to make the Bible a valuable
gift, we must first enable the person* who receives it, to read
and understand it. It was from this Society in an early
stage of 1ts existence, that « the Society for the Propaga-
tion of the Gospel in Foreign parts,” like a shoot from its pa-
Yent stock, branched forth  Of course itis well known to
Your Protestant Episcopalian readers, how much the Estab-
lished Church in this Province is indebted to this Branch at
the present moment ; it is almost entirely supported by it.
Here then we of the Listablished Church,find other claims on
our support and patronage, 1am wellaware, that there is
A general leaning towards Bible Societies amongst all parties
thl'oughout the Province. Even those, who are of the Es-
tablished Church and who wish well to the cause,-deem it
10 more than a reasonable mark of liberality, to unite with
their Brethren of every religious denomination, in the dis-
tribution of the Scriptures. Now, though of eourse such
Conduct is extrcmely laudable, yet we may be permitted to- -
ask them, whether they consider any form of worship at all
Decessary ? Should their reply be in the affirmative, it ne-
Cessarily follows, that they will give the preference to that
fthe Church of England : and if so they will no doubtrea-.
ily admit, that something must be done to provide for the
Necessary support of the Establishment. To begin at the
Toot, 1st. Schools for the education ofthe lower orders must
be organized and maintained. 2d. A Ministry must be pro-
cured and supported, and 3d. Copies of the Church Litargy
Must he boughtand distributed. In what manner, Mr Ed-

Yor, can we better effect these most desirable ends, than by
————— . )

- "
Snfﬁclin the formation of Societics for distributing the Scriptures it does not appear to be
take r 2"y well considered, how many in the humble waiks of life aiong us are unable

Cnefited by the gift, from their incapacity to read,
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forming Commitices in connection with “the Society for,
Promoting Christian Knowledge.”  Let it not be imagined
that here is meant to be conveyed the least insinuation
against the usefulness of Bible Societies, or even the lcast
wish to keep back the members of the Church of England
from becoming members of them. All that 1 am anxious
to-urgec is this, that whilst it is the duty of its all to he zeal-
ous in giving “ the Book of life” to every one who will re-
eeive it, it is nota much inferior duty to shew, that we are not
indifferent to the support of our own form of worship, pro-
vided we think any form necessary. and the form in which
we have been brought up to be the best.  However, judg-
ing from the practice of all denominations of Christians,
there does not appear to be a great diversity of opinion on
this head. 'The Dissenters from oar Church, whilst they
unite with us in the distribution of the Scriptures, are not
unmindful of inculcating. by every means in their power,
their own doctrines, and their own practices.  They have
their Missionary Societies—their Schiool Societies—and their
Tract Societies—nor are they to be blamed for all this, On
the contrary we ought “ to goand doikewise ;” and I again
urge, that we cannot do it in any way so eftectually,as by uni-
ting oyrselves with the Society for « Promoting Christian
Knowledge.” ) Yours with respect,

L. G

LIFE OF' CAPT. BRANT.
Sir,

The sketch of Captain Brant, which you will find enclo-
sed, deserves a place in your journal. e was at one time
a sincere and zealous Christian.  He assisted in translating
part of the Holy Scriptures into his native tongue, and in-
tended to devote his life to the conversion of his con ntrymen.
He was afterwards corrupted by war and bad company, but
his religious impressions were never entirely effaced. From
a narrative of such alife the mest useful lessons of improve-
ment may be drawn. N. N.

1 have neither the materials, nor perhaps the talents, ne-
cessary to give a finished portrait of Captain Brant, for it
would require no small portion of each to do justice to a cha-
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racter so variegated and original. 1 merely attempt ari im-
Periect sketch of this uncommon Mohawk becayse the par-
ticulars I have to relate are authentic, known to very few
Persons now living and aré passing fast into oblivion,

It frequently happened that some familiés 6f the six na-
tions were scized with an inclination to travel. It this case
they quitted their native place and graduaily visited the oth-
er villages of the Confederacy. ~ Sometimes they went
Among the Westetn nations, thiough totally unacquainted
with their manners and language ; and after an absence of
many years returned to their native tribe. ‘

This happened tobe the case with Captain Brant’s fami-
ly, which had sojourned for several yedrs on the banks ofthe
Ohio.  His mother at length returned with two children—
Mary, who lived with Sir_ William Johuson, and Joseph,
the subject of this memoir. Nothing was known of Brant’s
father among the Mohawks, but it was generally utiderstood
that he was born on the Ohio. Sovon after the return of
this family to Canajoharie the mother married a respecta-
ble Indian called Carrihogo, or News’ Carrier, ivhose Chris-
tian name was Barnet, or Bernard ; But by wiy of contrac-
tion, hie went by the name of Brant. Therefore the sub-
Ject of our present enquiry becoming of Brant’sfamily, was
known by the distinctive appellation of Brant’s Joseph,
Which inprocess of time was inverted and became Joseph

rant,

About this period there was a School opened at Dart-
mouth, in New Hampshire, for the express purpose of edu-
Cating Indian Children. To this Seminary Brant, with ma-
Ny Mohawk Children, were sent.—In giving an account of

hiy part of his life Captain Brant used to complain that the
¢v. Eleazer Wheelock, the Rector or Superintendent of
the School, obliged the Indian Children to hoe Corn end per-
or'm other agricultural labor to such an extent that, on coin-
Plaint, their mothers found it prudent to take them home.—
At thig Seminary Brant learned to read very indilferently in
e New Testament and to write a ittle. Any further pro-
clency which he acquired in spelling, reading and wri-
N8 was wholly from his own industry.  Indeed he world
Ol ¥enture to write any thing for many years without a djc-
'Onary apg s]gelling book upon his table. He used, when

*Peaking of Dartmouth College, torelate with much pleas-
voi, 3, 0
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ure an anecdote of one his compauions.  William, a Mo.
hawk, supposed to bé the son of Sir Wiliiam Johnson, was
ordered by Doctor Wheelock’s Son to saddle hishorse. Wijl-
llam refused, alledging that as he was a gentleman’s son it
would be out of character for him to do such an office.

Do you know, says young Wheelock, whata gentleman
is 7 I do,says William, a gentleman is a person who keeps
race horses and drinks Madeira Wine, and that ig what nei~
ther you nor your father do, therefore saddle your horse

eurself. 'Fhis story shews the discernment of these young
i)dians, and their aptness to learn good as well as evil to be-
equal to that of other children. Indeed the human mind,
whgther enclosed in a white, red, or black tabernacle, exhie
bits the same qualities and powers, when subjected to simi»
lar discipline ; and the Scripture account that we are all the
descendants of one common Parent is corroborated by the
natural history of our species.

Joseph Brant, having. attained the age of fifteen, Joined
the Mohawk warriors under Sir William J obnson, and was
present at the memorable battle of Lake George, in which
Si William gained such credit as laid the foundation of
his future greatness. Captain Brant told the Rev. Poctoy
Stuart, to whom he was particularly attached,that this being
the first action at which he vas present, he was scized with
such a tremor when the firing began that he was obliged
to take hold ofa small sapling to steady himself—but that
after the discharge of a few vollies he recovered the. use of
his imbs and the composure of his mind; so as to support
the character of a brave mau, of which he was extremely am-
Bitious. :

“ During the winter of 1771, said the Rev. Doctor Stu-
art (o the writer of this narrative, 1 first became aequamted
wity Captain Brant.  He lived at the Mohawk village, Cans
ajo:.z21ic, about 30 niiles distant tfrom Fort Hunter, wherc E
then dived andacted in the character of Missionary to the Mo-
hat% ks, On my first visit to the viliage where he livedI found:
hii con-fortably settled ina good house, with every thing
necessary for the use of his family, which consisted of two
chiivren, 2 son and a aaughter, with a wife in the last stage’
ol & covsimption.  His wife died soon after, on which he
ca:e w rors Buvier and res oo with pie a considerable-
*ime, 1 order 10 assist me in addu.g some additional trans-
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htiong to theé then Indian Prayer Book. When we had
finished the Gospel of St. Mark, part of the Acts of the
Apostles, and a short history of the Bible, with a concise ex-
planation of the Church Catechism, I had orders froum the
Society to attend to the printing of the whole at New York,
&t their expense. '

The American troubles prevented this, but I brought the
Manuscripts which I had prepared for the press into Cana-
da in the year 1781, and delivered them into the hands of
Coionel Daniel Claus, the Deputy Superintendent for Indian
atfairs. This gentleman cairied them afterwards to Eng-
land, and they were printed in a new edition of the Moha\x?k

rayer Book, witha preface by the late Bishop of Nova
Scotia—that is, the Gospel of St. Mark, and a very little
besides, after the spelling had been altered to suit Colonel
€Claus’ ear.

In the winter of 1772 and 1778, Captain Brant applied
to Doctor Stuart to marry him to the nalf-sister of his deceq-
sed wife, which the Doctor declined, giving him the rea-
Sous that prevented him from complying with his wishes.
Captain Brant, on his side, made the same apology that
White men generally do for such connexions. He remark-
ed that she was only a half-pister—that her near relation~
Shlp to his children, being their aunt, would insure an addi-
tional degree of tenderness to them, of whom he pretended
to be passionately fond. 'Fhese arguments not prevailing
he applied to a German Minister in his neighbourhood, who
Yed the knot without any scruple. ,

At this period of his life Captain Brant had serious reli-
Stous impressions—he became a steady Communicant, fre-
Quently acted as interpreter and promised himself that he
Would be emjnently beneficial to his nation by ‘assisting to.

Umanize and make them Christians. There is every rea-
%on to believe that he was sincere, and that if the war had
1ot forced him into more active scenes, he would have been
Jngularly useful. How detestable is war—how dreadful
8 effects on the temporal and eternal interests of man, and

OW earnest ought every good man to be in praying for the
sPeedy aholition of this scourge of humanity, this disgrace

. ﬁristianity. '

1 g common among-the five nations for young men to se-
e(’tapﬁnicu:lanfriend, who is to. share their secrets, theis
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prosperity and indeed to be quite another self. Their no-
tions of this kind of connexion are very romantic and carried
1n practice to an incredible length.

Captain Brant had chosen a Lieutenant Prevost, a half-
pay ofiicer in his neighbourhood, to be this particular friend.
However, at the commencement of the rebellion, Lieuten-
gut Prevost rejoined the army and was ardered to Jamaica.
Joseph often lamented his misfortune in being thus separa-
ted from his friend. Doctor Stuart once asked him why
he could not cliuse another friend, but he said that could not
be. The Doctor then offered himself as a substitute, but
Brant said he was Captain John’s friend, of which kind of
friends there cannot be a second in existence at the same
time. 'To convince Lieutenant Prevost of the continuance
of his attachment he procured a whole suit, or Indian dress,
of the most costly furs‘ and sent it to him in Jamaica.

After the death of Sir William Johnson, the management
of Indian affairs falling into much less able and experien-
ced hands, it became necessary to employ many of those. wha
had only acted in subordinate stations under him. The
great natural address and understanding of Mary, Captain
Brant’s sister, with the knowledge of business which she had
acquired during Sir William’s life, placed her and her bro-
ther ina prominent situation. The British Government
employed them both as confidential Agents in settling In-
dian affairs and preserving the six nations in our interest
during the American troubies. '

Here it may be proper to remark that although Captain
Brait’s name was famous in the American war, on the sup-
position that he commanded every party of Indians with
whom he acted, this was far from being the case. ~ He was
pot by birth a war Chief, nor was his family remarkable for
any pre-eminence in their village. But by his uncommon
talents and address as a Counsellor and Politician he was
abie to subdue all opposition and jealousy, and at length ac-
quired such an ascendancy that even in the hour of action
and danger he was able to rule and direct his countrymen
as absolutely as if he had been born their General.

Ata very early period of the American war, about 1775,
Captain Brant, in compauy with Colonel Guy Johnson, De-
puty Superintendent of Indian affairs, quitted the Mohawk
viver and fixed his common residence at Niagara, except
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when he was employed in embassies to the distant Indians
about Detroit and the Ohio.

The cruelties committed by the Indians during the revo-
]utionary war have been detailed in the most frightful colours
by'American writers, without much regard to truth or consis-
tency, in order to blacken the character of the British and
render it odious among their own people as well as among
foreign nations. During the actual existence of the rebel-
lion they might consider themselves excused by what they
called Patriotism for painting their enemies in the most odi-
ous colours, but that European, and especially English wri-
ters, should have copied their exaggerated deseriptions, or
forborne to notice the real causes of the cruelties committed
by the Savages, is truly surprising. Were it generally known
that the greater part of thesc unhappy pcople remained
heutral for some time after the commencement of hostilities,
and that their great crime was a steady refusal to join the
Rebels, till they were not merely threatened, but attacked
with fire and sword, their future actions would appear less
aggravated. The Americans in arms against their Sover-
eign were as anxious as the friends of the King to have the
Indians on their side, but these poor people resisted, as long
as possible, the solicitations of both.
~ After the first and second years of the war they were dri-
ven from their villages by the Insurgents—their houses
burnt, their crops destroyed, their apple treces cut down and
the aged andinfirm, who could not escape, murdered or
b’l_lrnt. This foolish policy forced the Natives to join the
King and to make incursions into the settled parts of the
Country, in order to live. There was a post at Niagara, at
Which they generally resided after they were forced from
their towns and villages, but nota depot of provisions equal
to their necessities.

. 'The distance of America from Europe and the gcneral
1gnorance of the causes and progress of the rebellion have

een of great service to the reputation of the United States.
The war of independence has been called a revolution with-
out bloodshed, but this arises from a culpable want of infor-
Mation. The situation of the Loyalists, or Tories, as they
Were contemptuously called, was truly deplorable. They
were, in most places, stripped of their property, driven from

their homes, immured in jails or hanged without trial.—
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The murders, imprisonments, and confiscations perpetrated
by tae Committee of Aibany equalied and far exceeded that
of the Committee of public safety in Paris, wheu the differ-
euce of population is taken intoaccount. If any Loyalists,
after being driven from their hoimes, secretly returned to as-
certain the fate of their wives and children, many of whenp
pevished from cruel treatment or the evils incident to pover-
ty, tiey were hunted kke wild beasts by their oppressors and
hranded as assassins and wurderers, and if caught no atten-
tion. was paid to their sufferings or the dreadful suspense
which had occasioned their Journey, but they were put to
dead: without mercy.  The "Committee established in the-
different Townships acted with an unanimity and energy
worihy of a better cause. They prohibited salt and provi~
sions. tfrom heing sold to those suspected of loyalty-—they re-
garded no legal difficultics—attended to no pghts—onethi
guided all their decisious, the predominance of their own
party—every sort of opposition was to be put down and a
few brutal men were the judges. [ad the Tories, as they
were ealled, acted with the same unanimity, had they been,
protected and countenanced by the British Generals and en-
couraged to act with energy in their places of abode and
neighbourhood, the rebellion would have been very soon put-
down, but they were scorned for their Loyalty ; the cause
was laughed at, thausands returned home and were-obliged:
to join the rebels, and many, after being insulted in the Bri-
tish Jines. became the most formidable foes. No man wag
suitered to remain neutral, and when the alternative was:
Yuti or joiniag the rebels, the decision was in many cases
mwst obvious.

(To be continued. )

._g*____———

TUHOUGIITS ON THE HISTORY AND THE PRESENT STATE OF
JERUSALEM. )
(Conciuded. )

The condition of the Jews, so far as related to Jerusa-
‘em, was truly melancholy. They were forbid from dwel-
ling in it, or near it, and, at times, even from visiting it;
and they even paid moncy for the sad satisfaction of oc-
casionally sh-diiin s tears of sorrow over it, from the dis.
tance of Mount Olivet, : -
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Jerusalem laid neglected and ruinous, till the Empe: of
Adrian (who hated the Jews, and who expelted by force
of arms that body who had crept hitner for refuge) reviva
ed and resettled it. It was surrounded with walls, and
adorned with scverai noble buildings ; but, for the mose
Part, these were temples; not dedicated to Jehov‘;ah, God
of Israel, but to heathen deities ; and as appears from ancient
m¢:‘als, a greater number of them than has been usually
Suspected.  Christians were permitted to settle in it, yet
those places which Chiristians esteemed holy, as having
been sanctified by the especial presence or actions of our
Lord, were profaned by the triumphant Pagans, with the
Symbols of their impure mrythology.

Such continued to be the state of Jerusalem, till the
change made by Constantine, in giving a legal establish-
meut to the Christian Church. Soon after which- the
Lwpress Heiena, visited the capital of Judea, buiit a mag-
nificent church there. adorned the sacred places, and did
all in her power to restore it. Newverthcless, the city was
on.y partially revived, and the temple precincts especially
Were neglected and forlorn.  Julian, the successor of Con-
Stantine, endeavoured to remedy this disorder, not so
Truch from a regard to the Jews, as from a desire of falsi-
fying our Saviour’s words. He intended to settle a colos
Dy of Jews there. in order that it might no longer be :aid,
** Jerusalem was trodden down of the Gentiles ” ’

This is a remarkable occurrence, because it proves thaf
®ur Lord’s words were well known and fairly understood.

' is credible that opposition to them had ‘inflamed the
J¢Wish zealots in their defence against the Romans as now
1 cxvited Julian to attempt their contradiction. The same
3le attended both. The Jews were conquered, and if re.
Port may be believed, Julian also, « whose dying words
were, ¢ Vincisti Galileus—thou has conquered Galilexy;” !

ut there are other reports as to the obstacles et with by
J‘}llan in his attempt. It is said the labourers, who were
iging away the ruins to come at the foundation, were
Tepelled by fiery eruptions, which destroyed their labours
304 some ‘of themselves also. ,
N Tuch speculation has been e:.:crted to set aside this hic-
¥ and if the evidences for it had been Christiun only,
Rerhaps a chance of success might have attended thuse ex-
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ertions ; but as we have heathen testimony in addirion to
Christian, we can hardly doubt it; and by way of ac-
countinig for it, we may sately suppose, that among the
covered drains and vaults, the subterraneous constructions
of the place, a variety of gases and airs had collected and
like those in some of our mines, they exploded from cir-
cumstances apparently casual—apparéntly casual, consid-
ered under one point of view, but directed by Providence
to produce that effect which had been predicted 5 so that
the Jews, as well as Julian, failed of their purpose, and
Jerusalem continued still to be “trodden down of the
Gentiles,” : S

The eastern division of the Roman empire held demi-
nion’ over Jerusalem, till its power was weakened by the
inroads of the Saracen Nations and Caliph Omar took this
city. The Saracens held it till A, D. 1099, when it was
taken after a long siege by the Crusaders, who, from all
parts of Christendom, flocked to relieve the holy places
from Mahomctan bondage. : S

The Crusacers founded a kingdom of Jerusalem, which
lasted cighty eight years, under nine kings ; but this
kingdom was ruined by the victorious Saladin. In
1217 the Saracens were expelled by the Turks, who still
continue to possess it. 4

That the Turks have not had undisturbed possession, is
evident from the late expedition of Bonaparte, who cap-
tured this town without any trouble, as it has no fortifi-
cations capable of defence. The repulse of Bonaparte, at
Acre; by Sir Sidney Smith, obliged him to evacuate Jus
dea, and Jerusalem reverted to its former masters, If we
were inclined to speculate on what may be, much might
be said on the probable importance of Jerusalem, but spe-
culations which can only be founded on reports, assort but
ill with a history of facts. We therefore close this histo-
rical sketch, by remarking, that under all events, whether
hostile or pacilic; under all attempts, whether by rebeliious
Jews, o¥ by imperial authority ; whether by Christian he-
roism, or by solicitations of amity, Jerusalem has con-
stantly been “trodden down of the Gentiles.”” That was
its prophetic aliotment ; and that, events have hitherto
proved, is its doom. : ’
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PRAYERS OF -HENRY IV. AND PRINCE EUGENE.

Stx,
The following animated Prayer, which was offered up

by Henry IV. of France, at the head of a vast army, just

fore a battle, deserves a place-in the Recorder, ‘and if
You subjoin Prince Eugene’s beautiful Prayer, whic.h ap-
peared lately in the Upper Canada Gazette, you will de-
light many of your readers.

It is refreshing to accompany such men in their ads:
dresses to the Father of Spirits.

PRAYER OF HENRY IV.OF FRANCE.

O Lord of Hosts, who can see through the thickest veil
and closest disguise, who viewest the bottom of my heart,
and the deepest designs of my enemies, who hast 'in thy

ands, as well as before thine eyes, all the events which
Concern buman life—if thou knowest that my reign will
ﬁromote‘ thy glory, and thé safety of thy people—if thou

nowest that I have no other ambition in my soul but to
advance the honour of thy holy namie, and the gond of this
State—favour, O great God, the justice of my arms ; and
Teduce all the rebels to acknowledge him, whom thy sa-
Cred decrees and the order of lawful succession have madeé
their Sovereign ; but if thy good Providerice has ordered
3t otherwise, and thou seest that I shall prove one of those
K_m§5 whom thou givest in thine anger, take me, O mer-
Cful God, my life, and my Crown j—make me this day 2
3acrifice to thy will ;—let ‘my death end the calamities of

ance—and let my blood be the last that is spilt in this
Quarrel.” -

_The King uttered this generous prayer in a voice and
¥ith a countenance that inspired all who heard and beheld
‘M with like magnanimity ; and they obtained a com.

Plete victory. -

THE DAILY PRAYER OF PRINCE EUGENE.

,0! my God, I believe in thee ; do thou strengthen my
belief .

Thope in thee; do thou confirm my hope: I love
si:c; vouchsafe to redouble my love : I am sorry for my
ﬁrsi; Oh! increase my repentance: I adore thee, as my

Vs:mciple; I desire thee,as my last end ; Ithank thee,
- L P
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as my perpetual benefactor f I calluphn thee,as my sfipremc
defender. My God! be pleased to guide me by thy wis-
dom, fule me by thy justice. comfort me by thy mercy ;
and keep me by thy power : to thee 1 dedicate all wy
thoughts, words, and actions ;. ‘that henceforth I may
think of thee, speak of thee, act according to thy will, and
suffer for thy sake. Lord, my will is subject to thine, in
whatsoever thou willest, because it is thy will ; T beséech
thee to enijghten my qnderystm.d'mp to give bounds to my
will, to purify my hody, to sanctify my soul ; enable me,
O! God! to expiate my offences, to conquér my future
temptations, to reduce the passions thist are too strong for
€,and to practice the virtues that become me. O! fill my
¢art with a tender remémbratice of thy favdurs, andaver-
sioi for' iy fnfirmities, a Tove for my neémghbous, and 2
cortempt for rHe world: let me also refetnber to-be sub-.
fissive to my superiors, charitable to my enethies, fifth-
ful to my friends. and indulgent to my inferiors. O'F God ¢
“help me to overcome pleasure by mottification, covetrous-
ness by ahins, anger by meckness, and luKewarmness by
devotion. O! my God! make mie Pradent ‘in undertak-
ings, cotrageous in dangers, patient in’ disappointiients,
and humble in succe:s. Let me never forget, O! Lord!
to he fervent in prayer, teperate in food, exact in my
- employs, and constant in my resolutions, * Inspire me, O
Lerd! with a desire always to have 4 quiet conscience, and
outward medesty, as well as inward i an edifying conver-
sation, and a regular conduct. Let me always-appiy my-
self to resist nature, fo a<sist Grace, to keep thy com-
mands, and déserve to be saved.” My God! do thou con-
vine: me of the meanness of Earth, the greatness of Hea-
ven, the shortness of time, and the length of eternity :
- grant rhat I may fear thy judgment. svoid Hell, and obe
- tain Paradisé, foi the sake and merits of my Lord and Sa-
viour, Jesus Christ, Amen. R

ORIENTAL CUSTOMS,
No. 3. - -

& God took him.”—-Gex. 1v. 24.

The followirg singular tradition may possibly. have spst®
reference to the transiation of kmoch, o
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- Tire Kalmucks, among otier idols, worship in a peculiar
manner, one which they call Xacamuni. 'They say tnat
four thousand years ago,.he was only a Sovereign Prince in
India, but on'account of his unparalleled sanctity, God hed
taken him up to Heaven alive. *

jeumsmasma——— .

THE FATE QF PERSECUTORS OF CHRISTIANI‘[,‘Y.

~ Ananias, the High Priest, persecuted St. Paul, and inso-
lentv ordered the byestanders to smite him on the mouth.
And Paul said, God shall smite thee, &c.

Clrysostom and Augustin are of opinion that St. Paul
spake this prophetically ; for Ananias, after. having contri-
buted to the ruin of his country by a powerful faction, which
he had raised, and which produced ‘many calamities, was
slain after the revolt of the Jews, A. D. 66, with his Brother,
and fell not by the arms of the Romans, but by another fac-
tion of the Jews, which was headed by his own son.

Anauias, the High Priest, slew St. Jawmes the lessér, A. D.
62, for which, and for other outrages, he was deposed soon
after by King Agrippa, the younger, and probably perisned
_i'n the destriiction of Jerusalam. :

Nero turned his rage upon the Christians in 64. Soon
after he attempted, in his great distress, to kil himself, but
being as mean spirited and dastardly as he was wicked and
cruel, he had not the resolution to do that piece of justice to
the world, and was forced to beg help.

Soon after cgme on the destruction of Jerusalem, and the
‘Punishment of that nation and their rulers, for rejecting the

essias. ’
__Domitian persecuted the Christians in 95, and was killed
the next year. ' ' ) L

Trajan, Tilus Antoninus, and Marcus Aurelius, did in-
deed suffer the Christians to be ill used, not through cruelty
and tyranny, but by mistake and misrepresentations. These

mperors had many great and good qualities, and nothing
disastrous befel them." R ‘

Eusebeus hath justly and judiciously represented the state
of the Christiaps in those days. Trajan gave a Rescript,
19 which it was decreed that Christians should not be sough#
- O, but that if they were convicted, they shold be pgni%lx-
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ed: hy which, though the violence of the storm seemed to be
3n some measure abated, yet ili disposed persons still found
opportunities to exert their malice, whilst’ sometimes the
populace, .and sometimes the Governors, were contriving
.. ways to oppress them. Thus the :persecution, though 1t
~ was not general, was still kept up in different places ; and
many of the Faithful were exposed to various trials and af-
flictious and obtained the honopr of martyrdam. .
Severus, who was violent and cruel, oppressed the Chris-
tians in 202. His latter end was cafamitous, he was weary
of his life ; he left bebind him a ‘profligate eldest son,
whose temper he knéw, and whom he ought to have put to
death, but had not the- heart to do it, for the wicked wretch
attempted to kifl his Father, and atterwards slew his breth-

er~—Ali the family of Severus perished

miserably.
Jortin’s Rem?arkg.

! S‘ociet_yl for Promoting Christian Knowledge.

. HISTQRY
.. ., HITORY,
BENEVOLENT SOCIETIES.

No. 1,
( Continued. )
SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN
KNOWLEDGE.
" 5 Go thou, and do likewise.”

From like considerations the in-
telfigence was received with similar
impressions, that the Narronaw So-
c1ETY FoR THE EDUCATION OF THE
Poor 1N THE PRINCIPLES OF THE
Esranuisnen Crurcy, institoted in
in the year 1811, bad required, in
their plan.of union with the Dioces

nand District societies and schools
in “connexion with that [nstitytien,
that no books' of religious instruc-
tion should bé admitted into their
schools, but which are now, or shall
hereafter be contained in the cata-
logue of this Society. ~ The applica-
tions to our repository for Books for
the use of schools have already, by
tis detgrminatiob, been very large-

ly augmented,ahd our expenses.cors
respondently increased. Nor is
thisall. DBut, as the number of per-
sons able to read, must, threugh the
agency of thatSociety, be greatly.in-
creased in every past of the kingr
gom, itis evident that the call will
e revdered proportionably greater
upou thisSociety for every other de-
scription of books which it distri~
butes. .The insfitation of the Na-
tional Society therefore supplics a
very cogeat argument for an enlarg-
éd “patronige to our own. And
when this fact has once been point-
ed out, it may be added, that no re-
sult is yet contémplated from. these
circumstances, but what shall re.
dound to the further growth and
prosperity of . the unjted cause of
piety and charity, ST
‘The benefits- deyived .from the -
earl.y example and influence of our
Bociety in this esseutial department
of Chiistian edification, the reli- -
gious education of youth, spread«
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rapidly into other quarters of the
world'; and were often gratefully
acknowledged from Iveland, Scot-
land, Wales, and other parts of*the
" British dominions ; and in Holland,
Switzerland, Germany, Russia,
russia, and many other countries
of both Continents ; in most of
Which Societies were speedily in-
stituted upon the same designs, and
avowedly after the model of curs.
IL. To disperse the Holy Scrip-
tures, the Liturgy, and many pious
and judicious Books and Tracts in
the English language on all the
eading points of faith and practice,
has peen, from the beginning, ano-
ther principal branch of this Socie-
ty’s designs, both at home and
abroad : and, in the pursuit of this
Objectk in which a very large pro-
Portiolt of the Society’s fonds is an-
nually expended, they have been
enabled, through the muniticence of
Numerous benefactors, to send forth
n almost incredible number of all
these, as they trust, to the great
temporal and everlasting comfort of
Multitudes of their fellow creatures.
The Society has also, fram time
to time, at very great charge, pro-
Cured and aided the publication of
the Scriptures, ' Book of Common
rayer, and various approved devo-
tional and instructive treatises in
the Welsh, Irish, Manks, Gallic,
Ortuguese, French, Danish, Ger-
Man, and other langugges. :
Ia the year 1709, the Society cir-
:’:‘91811 copies of & new edition of
e Welsh Common Prayer Book.
In the year 1714, they issved
Proposals for collecting subscrip-
1onS towards a ‘new impression of
50 eWelsh. Bible'; which obtained
‘-lhsxtensnv'e.a patronage, that in
pi an edition of above 7000 co-
S was finished, togéther with the

Pocrypha, Book of Common Pray-

5 Psaims i Metre, &e. By simi-

5_eﬁ“ﬂ5,like impressions of 15.000;.

#0900, 20,000,+10,000, pnd 20,600

copies were piated in the years

1748, 1753, 1770, 1789, and 1809,

respectively ; besides. sandry sepa-
rate editions of the New'Sestament
and Liturgy. Aud though, by some
of these very costly undertakings,
the Society for o time was greatly
reduced in its funds, yety through
the blessing of Divine Providence,
it was ever enabled speedily to re-
gam its former powers, and to con-
tinue to prosper in its resources and
operations more and more.

Daring all this peried, many of’
the most valuable dcvetional and
didactic treatises.on the Society’s
catalogue have, as occasion requir-
ed, been translated into the Welsh
language, and printed for distribu-
tion. . )

In the year 1712, the Rev. Joha
Richardson, a corresponding mem-
ber of this Society, and Rector of
Annagh, in the diocess of Kildare,
commiserating the unhappy condi-
tion of the popish natives of Ire-
land, made application to the Board
in London ypon thatsubject. Incon-
sequence of this application, they
directed 3000 copies to be priuted
of a book drawn up by Mr. Richard-
son, entitled ¢¢ 4 Short History of
the Aitempts that have been mad
to convert the Popish Natives of
Irelandto the established Religion,™
which they causcd to be circulated,
together with ¢ A Proposal for the
Conversion of the Popish Nalives
of Ireland to the Protestant Reli-
gion, by printing. the Bible, I'qur..
&y, and Expusition of the Church
Catechism, and other useful Treq-
dises in Irish ; that so they ,.qy be
instructed, and have the ojjivcs of
religion performed to them, intheir
own language : as also by erecting
Charity Séhools, for the education
of the Irish Children, gratis, in the
English tongue and Pratestant re-
ligion”” A Comimittee of members
«az appeinted to receive subscrip-
tions towards this design : and.ag



429  Society for Promoing Chrisiian Rnowledge.

edition of GOOO ¢opies of the Book
of Common Prayer, the same num-
berof the Church pa‘le(‘hism, with
the Leish'alphabet, and elements of
the Irich language, for the use of.
tha Charity. Schools, and 6000 co-
pies of JLewis’s Exposition of the
Eharch Qatechism, all in the Eng-
Hsh and Irish languages in parillel
ealumns, were speedily printed, by
the encouragement then obtained,
and were distributed, partly in [re-
land. and partly in the Highlands
of Scotiand.

{n like manner, intheyear 1763,
the Society issued propasals for prin-,
ting the Bible, the Liturgy, and se-
veral religions books aund tracts, in
the wulgar t-ngue of the Isle of
Man ; in ccusequence of which
(the undertaking being enforced by

he recommendation and patronage
ol the vgnerable Bishops Wilsonand
Hildesiey) they were enabled, ina
few years, to dispersc grafuitously,
a-large impgession of the Now Tes-
fament, Book of Common Prayer,
Lhriztian Monitor, Lewis’s Fxposi-
tion of the Church Catechism, &e.
&c.  In 1773 they finished an edi-
tiou of the Manks Bible and Apo-
“erspha; and in 1776 another of the
Now Testament.  Soon afterwards
3000 copies of the Book of Commen
‘Prayer, and 3500 of Bishop Wil-
son’s Treatise on the Sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper, were printed and
distributed : and in 1808, at the
sugacstion of the present Bishop of
Scdor and Mau, they undertook: a
third edition of the Book of Com-
mon Prayer, which has since been
linished, and is now in course of
distribution at a charge {o the Na-
tives of little more than oue-third
of the prime cost. '

I the years 1793 and 1794 the
wocicty coutributed 150{ towards
the printing a translation of the Lit-
urgy into the Gaelic language, for
the use of the natives of the High-
Tauds of Scotland ; and in 1803

they gav: 300/ towards an imprese
sion of the Bible in the same lan-
guage, printed under the direction
of the Society in Scotland foy Pro-
vaaaTiNG CHRrIsTIAN KNOWLEDGE.

I the year 1808 the Society de~
frayed the charge of an edition of
2250 Danish Prayer and Psalm
Books, for the use of the Danish
prisoners, and other indigent pers
sons of that nation, in Great Bri-
tain,aiit grants have frequently been
made for procuring Swedish and
Finnish Bibles and Prayer Books,
for the use.of Scamen in the Biitish
service, and others ; and consigned
to the care of the Pastor and Elders
of the Swedish Churchin London.

ILL. A third great branch of the
Society’s designs has been to diffuse
the blessings of Christianity by the
establishment and support & Reli
gious Missions, and other expedi.
ents necessary to that end : and,
accordingly, whileit has been care~
ful to provide for the spiritual 'wel~
fare of a few small islands near our
ownshores, it has also extended ifs
regard to the destitute condition of
the natives of Africa, and, onamore
enlarged, scale, towards these of
Asia,

In the year 1752, the society ac-
ceptedt & trust from the Bev. Mr.
Hartshorae, Rector of Bresely, Sa-
lop ; and from that trust, aided by
the special coutributions of many
other charitable individuals, but yet
not without a counsiderable addi-
tional charge wupon the general
funds, they have bcen enabled to
open Schools, and to support two.

Clergymen, as established Mission» .

aries in the Scilly Isiands, .
In Foreign Parts, (besides nume<
rous other occasional vndertakings,
and benefactions for special pur-
poses) the Society has, for many
years, and at a very great expense,
sent out, supported, and aided Mise
sionaries to preach the Gospel to
Eurovenas and vatives in the Easb~
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Fidies : and it has, from time to
time, contributed largely towards
the translating and printing of the
Scriptures and other books in seve-
ral Eastern langdages ; and also to
the establishment and encourage-
ment of Charity Schools, and the
erection df Churchesin that quarter
of the world.

' ( To be continted.)

Sommni

BRITISH NATIONAL EDUCATION
: . B8OCIETY. > .«

‘The following exhibdits an interesting
view of the very extended operations of
#his valwable institution. The instruction
in the schools under its patronage is con-
dycred according to the Madras system, as
improved by Dr. Bell, #hich differs in ma-
ny respects from the Lancastrian system.
In all theve scbeols thereris religion: im-
struciion accerding to the principlespf the
Church of England.

" CITY NATIONAL SCHOOL EXAMIXNA-
TION.
. On Wednesday,’ April 29th, the
children of the city of London Na-
tional Schools underweut a public
exarination, in the Egyptiap Hall,
at the Mansion Howse, in the pre-
sence of the Queen, who wasattend-

by various members of the Roy-

® Fumily, and the privcipal officers

of the hoasehold. ‘The Archbishop -

of Canterbury, the Bishops of Lon-
on aud Gloucester, and several
Sther Prelates, were present, with
. the Lird Mayor, and mauy pefsons
of distinction. -
* A’sjuare space being left in the
Widdie of the hall for the children,
Ypward of 700 boys, and between
and 300 girls, were placed in
brder.  After singing a hynin, and
Tepcating part of the Church ser-
» Yice, the 'g:re'ater part of them reti-
: “d, i each class being afterward
“-c‘«c“fmd y introducad for examin-
cooons They weut through their
Roh ““Xercises of spelling. véyding,
" wskc Afithmetic.  Quiatic nd* were
¥sked them on the mrening of dif-

{3

fd‘fdilt words aﬂi‘ﬁtmgeg’ as they
read the Scriptdreés'd  which were
answergd, in gcne'nﬁ;yer “satisfac-
torily. The gmﬂéirﬁad" 'yound the
room specimeifs of theté* heedie
work, which her Maj¥sty ‘and'the

Peincesses examined withhsh'ges: =

tetion. The children pevfotined
their exerciscs, in the manner ofithe
system, by signal from the Maonie
tors ; the lifting of the kand, the
opeaing of the Bible, the use of the
slate, the dropping on the knee for
prayer, were all executed with mi-
Titary precision. :
© 7 GENERRL'ME¥TING. )
On Friday, the ‘1:t'bf May, ¥
meeting was convened at Freeama-
sous’ Hall, in support of the Na-
tional Society ; his Boyal {lighuess
the Dukeof York in the chair.
* The Archbishops -of Canterbary
dnd York, with many other peers,
spiritual and" temboral, ere pre-
sent. R e
* After some introductory remarks
by the Duke of York, the Archiishe
op of Canterbury entered into u
view of the progress and present
state: of the society. _ .
Resolutions were moved and ses
conded, réspectively, by the Barl
of Harrowbyyand Mr. Witberforce 3
by Lord Brownlow, and George
Gipps, M. P.by Sir'F. D, Askland,
Bart. M. P.and Wiltiam Miiitfing,
Esq. Mo P, by Sir Robett Peely
Rurt. M. P. and Beeston Jsong, Es«
qn'u'c’ aond ])y Sir Charles ‘F]OWGI‘,
Bart; and Mr. Alderman Atking,
M.P. -
We subjoin these resolutions ; as
they will show, in few words, en
being comparcd with the statement
of the sixth report, the progress of
the society since the auniversary of
1817. e
1. That it appears~to this mect-
ing, that since the institation of tho
Natioual Society, in 1511, various
benefactions aud subsciiptio. s have
Yeen contributed, ame. oo gy inthe
whole, to 38,208 : 1 ¢ 7-

R

»



2. That, by the judicious. em-
p‘foymcnt of . these.means, the fols,
Jowing important results have becu,
abtaing gbl:s:’ than . seven ' yemis,,
viz.— L hat, hesides maintgining the
Central Schlal in London, estab.
lishing the sypem.in every diocess

i¥ and Wales,and extend-
ingyHts inffuence abroad, 276 places
bave been directly assisted by mo-.
ney grants, in the erection and cn-
Jargement of permanent buildings,
for the education of the poor, in va-

rious parts of the kingdom ; 1144
schouls have been united; in whichy
not less than.165,000 children are
x.{t'hig.}imqiecpsvmg edocation on
the national system ; 507 schools.
have been supplied with permanent,
wid temporary masters and mistress-
es from the Socicty’s Central School
alone, and 705 masters and mis-
tresses have been trained up in the,

ractice of the natiopal sysfem 'in

B Sohogl of the esins.

- & That.the National Society, as
npperrs from the preceding state-
ments, hae most successfully contri-
buted to the diffusion of the bles-
sings of education on the national
system. -

4. That the maintenance of the
Natjonal Society is of the highest
importance fo the support of natiou-
ol cdncationim the priaciples of the
established Clioch : and that local
exertions for individual acheols do
not supcrsede the necessity - of up-
holding the parent society. .

5. That,therefore, a subscription
Be immediately opened to renovateé
the exhausted funds of the socicty,
n{g‘}o enable it to prosecute the im-
portavt.objects for which it was in-
stituted. .

Nearly £9000 has been subscri-
Ded. ler Majesty gave 5000 which
was o gecond, benefaction : The
Prince Regent, 500L his Royal
Highness’s third beaefaction : the
Duke of York, the Archbisheps of
Canterbury and York, the Univer-
sity of Cambridge, the Bishop of
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Darham, and othcrs, 1064, each,be+
ing third benefactions : Lord Ken-.
an, 2001, a fifth benefattion : and.
the Bishop of London, 105/, a fourth
bengfaction. :
. The following noticeissubjoined
fo the resolutious by the committee :
..'The committee think it necessa-
ry only to add, that it is on these
grounds,and ia the firm and grow-
ing conviction that the éause in
which they are engaged is the cause
of God and of their country, that
the “sociefy . with confidence’ loolt
forward tosuch a redewal of public
bounty, as may enable their com-
thittee to pursue its Bereficial la-
bours with unremitted activity ; and

‘they are willing to indulge the plea-

sing expectation, that, with the con-
tinuance of support from the public,
the blessings of this jnstitution may
be universally offered to the chil-
dren of the poor throughout Lng:
landand Wales., . #

. - Sixth Report of the Seociety.

The following is an abstract of
the Sixth Report.

It is introduced by a summary
view of the success of the Institu-
tion :—* The general committee.qf
the National Society, in making the
Sixth Aonuil Report of their pros
ceedings, have to congratulate the
membeis of the Society on the cony

tinued and uninterrupted spccess

which has attended their exertions.
'They have the satisfagtion of an=~
nouncing, that the Ngtioual. Syse
tem of Education has been gradeal-

- ly spreadiug itself through the Uni-

ted Kiogdom, and taking decper
root in every part; that, in proe
portion as it has heen more widely
cxtended, a more general and full
couviction of the important benelits
which are derived from it has. ob-
tained ; and that the result of thig
conviction has beeo increased acti-
vity and zeal on the part of the
publie, in their endeavours to proc
mote t." . (To be continued.)




