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MAY,

E PRESBYTERIAN,

1866.

ISTORY affords no par-
allel to the attitude now
presented by the Romish
Church in the British

dominions. [t has been

well remarked that in the
hour of her greatest weak-
ness. Rome has shown most

of her apparent overthrow she rises with
renewed  vigour.

]

strength. and at the moment |

Confessedly  powerless |

to deal with the Fenian movement in Ire-
Jand, which has escaped beyond her control,

she, under pretext of lovalty, is at this
moment making fresh demands upon the
Government for complete power over all
cducational institutions, and 1s seeking to
overthrow what she is pleased to eall the

proval of the moderate men of all parties.
Alarmed at the growth of intelligence cun-
sequent on the spread of education, a deter-
mined attack has for some years been kept
up on the National School System, some-
what similar to that on the Common Schools
of Upper Canada. The fight has not been
carricd on altogether between Protestants
and Roman Catholics. The struggle has

; been also between the tools of the Papai

Government and the Roman Catholics of
Irciand.  On the one hand. Dr. Cullen and
his adherents ure arrayed to compel the
Government to make the various Romish
schools and collezes throughout Ireland
halls of the Catholic University, o that the

" students might be moulded in them accord-

¢ godless " system of education which has -

cffected so much good for the people of that
unhappy land—unhappy, not because of mis-
government or oppression, but because of the
unwise concessions to a priesthoed. the sub.
jeets of a foreign prince, and who obey the

ing to the ideas of the University ; to secure
that the Senate of the University would be
a body in which the Bishops could piuc.
confidence; to havetheir colleziate education
cndowed by the state: to allow the Epis.

. copalians to retain possesston and contral

commands of a sovernment which seeks to

rule the werld, while itsown peele are only
kept from open revolt by the presence of
French troops.  In this part of the Provinee
the struggle is less cvident, because the
power is very unwisely placed in the hands
of the Ultramontane party. who take advan-
tage of it in every possible way to rule over
Protestant and Cathelic alike: compelling
the Iatter, even againgt thelr remonstrances.
to send their children to badly managed
schools. with incompetent teachers, under
the pretext that their relizion might suffer
if brought in contact with Protestants in
the Common Schools of the country.

After a long and arduous struesle in
Treland the national system was established
with theconcurrence of Archbishop Murray.

of Trinity College. shorn of many of its
endowments, and to let the Preshyterians

~and Dissenters have Queen’s Colleze in

Belfast.  They assert that the Queen's
Colicges. or the ** Godless 7" as they delight
to stile tham, do not possess the confidence
of Roman Catholics—that the Protestanis
send their children to Trinity—and that,
therefore, the money spent on these colleges
is thrown away. On the other hand, Dr.
Corrizan. an cminent  Roman  Catholie
physician. and a member of the University
~enate, docs battle in defence of the Queen’s
Coliczes. and the records of their prosress
show that while the number of Protestang

_ students is still not only proportionately but
_cven numerically greater than that of the

as represeniative of his seet: and notwith- -

standing the persistent attacks made by
Archbishop Cullen. and the party of which
he is the head. it has been hitherto cmin-
ently successful, and has met with the ap-

Roman Cathalics. the number of the Roman
Catholic lIaymen receiving a University cdu-
cation has trebled during the fifteen years
of the existence of these Collezes.  Great

- alarm has been felt in Ireland as to the re.

sult of the movement ; and it has been urred

- with great truth that there is a most exsen
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tial difference between giving denomin-
ational grants to Roman Catholies and to
other religious bodies, as the management
of Roman Catholic schools will inevitally
fall into the hands of the monks and nuns.
These are the views enterisined by many
of the most enlightened Roman Catholics in
Ireland.  Numerous meetings have been

held on the subject, as it was feared, and |

not without reason, that the government
were about to yield to the clamours of
a faction, which does not represent the opin-
ion of even the Roman Catholics of Irelund,
but whose policy is dictated from Rome by
the party which secks, not the good of the
nations among which it has its emissaries,
but the advancement of Iapal authority.
As to the National Schools, the Bishops

complain that the children are not free to -
mark themselves with the sign of the cross; ¢

that the images of our Divine Lord and his
blessed mother arc kept under lock and key;
they demand that in Catholic schools, the

teachers, books and inspectors shall be Catho-

lie, and subject to the veto of the Cutholic
Bishop; they wish the model schoals to be
done away with, and the buildings to be
turned into training schools for Reman
Catholic teachers; aud they hiave supgested
that, as the Protestants arericher than the
Roman Catholics, they shall be taxed for
them. These proposals were actually under
consideration by the government, but the
secret was divulged, and public fecling be-
came aroused. The General Assembly of
the Irish Presbyterian Church met, and
passed resolutions condemmatory of the
scheme: the press spoke out. Meetings in
Scotland have made it cvident that the pro-
posed changes would meet the strongest
oppesition. Parliament has given siyms that
it would not consent 1o the demands of Dr.
Cullen. The Church of Englind has also
spoken; and Mr. Whittle. 2 Roman Catholie,
has published a remarkable pamphler expos-
ing the policy and designs of the Irish
Ultramontanes.  There the matter rests
for the moment.  The action of the «overn-
mient has heen staved.  Is it likely the
designs of the Romish Bishops will be
abandencd ?
A remarkable similarity of design may
be scen between the action of the Papal
arty in Ircland and the same party here,

cvidencing a preconcerted mavement direet- |

ed from a centrad point.  Ilere, however,
as we have remarked. the movement mects
with but little opposition.
machinery of the schoel <ystem s under
the control of the priests, the present Super-

The whole
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‘ intendent beinz notoriously but a tool in
their hands. The Council of Public In-
’ struction, » mere nominis uml ra, sanctions
! whatever books it is told to authorize for
| use in schools; and in a British Colony
; works full of treasonable scntiments are
» coolly placed in the hands of the children
¢ of British subjeets by a public Board, ewing
its existence to the appointment of a Brit-
!'ish Government. What the Ultramontanes
y desire to do in Ireland hasalready been done
, here; the Common School system has been
. a3 really abolished asif an Act to that effeet
had been passed by the Legislature. Even
Roman Catholics complain of this state of
things ; but their voice is stifled, for nomi-
. nal Protestants; Gallio like,  care for none
tof these things.” Lay teachers are dis-
missed, and their places supplied by monks
(Friéres Chrétiens) and nune, who are, by
a special clause in the School Act, exemyt
froin examination by apy Board of examin-
" ers, and placed entirely under the control
of the Bishops. This state of things has
- drawa forth many and bitter remonstrances
from Roman Catholics themsclves ; but
- the convenient pretext of its being a reli-
gious question has served as a good cxcuse
for not interfering. The last representa-
tion of this kind which we have seen 1 2
petition from the County of Sheflord. where
! the system of the Superintendent of Eda-
cation is being carried out.  The preamble
of the petition Is as follows:

To the Honouralls P. J. 0. Chauvcau, Superine
tendent of Eduration i Low r Canada.
Honotrante Swo—We. the undersigned in-

habitants of the * School Municipaiity of Shef-
| ford. County of Sheflord,” professing the Ruman
i Catholic religion, deeply regret that an order
has lately emanated from your office, that is
well caleniated (aithough no doubt nuinten-
tionalls) to engender sirife and discord ameng
our wmixed population. that have herctofore
blended and lived so united and happy to-
gether—said order dividing our schoois le-
tween two Sehool Inspectors—ont visiting and
examining the schaols. bavieg a Roman Ca-
thoiic majority—the other visiting and examin-
ing the schools having a Protestant majority,

We beg leave to remind yeu, Honourable
Sir, that this is creating an invidious distine-
tion, unpecessary and uncatled for, and wiii
eventually, if persisted in, creale and cause
strife and discord amongst our mixed popula-
tion that hoth Catholics and Protestanis weunld
deeply deplore.

The preamble speaks for itsclf, and any
comment upon it would only weaken the
force of the appeal.  Will 1t be listened
to? That is not the least likely. Modt
probably no answer will be returned. or if
there should be one, some other point wiil
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be dwelt upon than the grievance com-
plained of. The Education Office is rather
celebrated for acting like the cuttle fish,
hiding itself under a cloud of ink.

What is the duty of the supporters of
the Common School system? Are they
still willing to leave the superintendence of
these schools and the control of their funds
in the hands of a party which, if there be
any meaning in words at all, is only a
committee for regulating the affairs of see-
tarian schools? The Act is surely plain
enough. The Common Schools of both
Upper and Lower Canada are defined by
the Act to be non-sectarian ; for, says the
Hon. Attorney General East, ¢ neither
Protestant nor Catholic is mentioned in
the Act.” If then Roman Catholic Schools
are established, they are necessarily seeta-
rian, and therefore necessarily not Common
Schools, We are told, however, that this
is a very fine point which can have no
practical effect. The very reverse of this
is the case. If recognized and given effect
to, that fine point would lead to the control
of the Education Office and of the Com-
mon School Fund being taken out of the
hands of those who have perverted the
power of the one and used the other for
purposes altogether forcign to the objects
for which the fund was set apart. It
would bring at once to a sharp issue the
question In its reality before the country,

pretended concessions of Protestant schools
in Lower Canada, to insist upon the break-
ing down of the Common School system
in Upper Canada; the pretended conces-
sions to Protestant schools being in reality
1o concessions at all, but paltry instalments
of rights to Common Schools too long de-
nied to them, and the greater part of which
is denied to them still.

Allowing for the different circumstances
of the two countrics, it is very evident
that the course followed in Ireland and
that in Canada are identical, the work of
one organization, carried out by the sub-
jeets of a forcign power, whose orders are
received from the Vatican, and aistasteful
to the educated population, Roman Catho-
lic and Protestant alike. It is a matter of
singular importance, and one which has
been too much neglected even by those
who have known a part of the truth.

Since the above was written, we have
met with an excellent summary of Mr.
Whittle's pamphlet, which will be found at
page 160,

}
1
|
f
!

147

# E have received a letter
signed “Pax,” on the
8 question of Union. The

writer has not sent his
name, and we are therefore
unable to send back the man-
uscript, which we decline to
publish. This correspondent
writes from the extreme vol-
untary point of view, which may be right
or wrong—in our opinion, wrong. In this
country, however, the voluntary question
is only a matter of theory. Practically it
amounts to nothing. But our correspon-
dent applies language to the Church of
Scotland which would greatly offend our
subseribers. He surely must know that
the great majority of our readers were not
only born and brought wp within that
Chureh, but continue to entertain towards
her feelings of the warmest gratitude and af-
fection. If the sentiments expressed in this
letter are to any considerable extent held
by other Presbyterian denominations, the
prospeet of union is indeed distant. Par-
ties to a union ought to respect and love
each other. The amwount of these qualitics
shown in the letter on which we arc now
commenting towards the Church of Scot-

| land would go into a very small compass.

But we are bound to say, that in our opin-

| lon such sentiments are confined to a very
of the cndowment of Roman Catbolic | few. We daily hear very different opinions
schools. Nay more, it would cut the | expressed by leading laymen, and we have
ground from under those who make use of | heard Dr. Taylor and other ministers speak

in very different terms of the Church of
Scotland. In any case it is no part of our
duty to circulate such opinions regarding
the Parent Church. Some of the conduc-
tors of this journal, as our readers knov,
centertain opinions in favour of union, and
occasionally give expression to these opi-
nions in our columns. But while we hold
these sentiments, we continue to cherish
the very warmest feelings of affection for
the Church of Scotland.

Qur readers are aware that the case of
Professor Weir and the Trustees of Queen’s
College—a case of some importance to the
College and of interest to the Church—has
occupied the Court of Chancery for some
years. Hitherto the law has gone in favour
of Professor Weir.  But the Trusteeshaving
carried the matter up to the Court of Error
and Appeal, the decision in favour of Pro-
fessor Weir has been reversed, and his
complaint diswissed with costs.  We un-
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derstand that an appeal will be taken to the

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

vear will pass away before we can have u

Privy Council in England, so that another | final decision of this long pending suit.

YWY afne of ane A Lhuvels
JLLWR VUL VAL \'yldutu .

ey French Mission” have late-
the Rev. J. Goepp, B.D., of
Strasbourg, France: and he has
of Montreal. Mr. Goepp was
employed, for a few years, a3 a
Missionary in France amongst a
population chicfly Roman Catbolic: and the
Committee have hoped that the experience which

turncd to good account in Canada. Mr. Goepp
comes to us with the highest testimonials, both

Iy engaged the services of |
i address was interesting and touchiug, as it

entered upon his work in the city ¢

|
|

were wade by the Rev. Mr. Tanner, the Rer.
Mr. Doudiet, the Rev. Mr. Goepp, iMr. Charles
Doudiet, and the Convener. Mr. Tanners

could not fail to be, in view of the long and in-
timate relation which has subsisted between
him and bis little flock, every member of which
is deeply attached 1o his person and ministra-
tions.  As the result of this meeting, after also

! a tree and frank private conference on the part

tof the Committee with Mr. Tanner and Mr

literary and moral, from the Reformed Church -

of France, of which e is a Minister. as well as

from La Sociclé Centrale Protedanie d Evangé- - . - g
. the Committee as to the future prosecution ot

lisalion, Paris.

Ever since the misfortune to the Mission ocea-
sioncd by the failure of Mr. Tanner’s health, the
Committee, chicfly through its Convener, has
been trring 1o secure the presence and services
in Montreal of a French Missionary. For a
long time the search seemed hopeless, and the
Committee were beginning to doubt their abi-
lity to continue the work with that eaergy and
prospect of success which the Church had a
right to expect and even to demand.

. . . Charles Doudiet. it was res .
he thus acquired in his native country, will be ! Charlez Doudiet. it was resolved to engrage the

services of Mr. Goenp as the Committee s Mis-
sionary.

In the Report which is to be presented atthe
approaching meeting of Synod the past year's
work will he detailed; as well as the views of

" the Mission.

. guson. Esq.:

In the .

mean time Mr. Tanger s heaith so far improved |

as to warrant his resuming a part of his work

in the Dorchester Strect Congregation; and, .

through the assistance so generously rendered
by the Messicurs Doudict, the public services

were for some two or threc months adequately - A 3 ac .
© court, owing t0 a scries of missionary meetings

sustained. This improvement in the prospects
of the Mission gratificd and cpcouraged the
Committee, who, however. were still of vpinion
that Evangelical labour, beyond the limits of our
small Church and Congregation, had become
a necessity. When, therefore, the inquiry pro-
secuted by the convener in France and the
United States, resulted in the recommendation
to the Committee of Mr. Goepp who bhad lately
arrived in New York from Strasbourg, they in-
vited him to Montreal to confer with them.
During his visit the Gommittee, with the Ladies’
Committee, held a social mecting at the French
Church to which the communicants and Con-
gregation were invited and came.  Addresses

In the mean time the Commitee respectfuliy
and carnestly beg that the annual collections
be remitted to the Treasurer. Archibald Fer-
and that the ministers of those
congregations of our church in which no collec-
tion has yet been made for the yvear 1863-65
will repair the omission without delay.

Joix Jesging, LD, Conrener.

15th April, 1864,

IxpteTioN oF THE REV. ALEX. MACDONALD,
B.\,, AT NotTrawasaga.—The Presbytery o:
Toronto met, according to appointment, in the
West Church of Nottawasaga, on the 31stJany,
Iast, for the ordination of Mr. Macdonald. There
was a small attendance of the members of the

which were going on at the time in other sec-
tions within the bounds of the Presbytery. The
trial exercises were performed in a highly satis-
factory manner; and in the presence of a large
attendance of the members of the congregation,
Mr. Macdonald was duly ordained, and inducted
into the charge of the congregation of Notta-
wasaga. The Rev. James Carmichael presided
on the occasion. Mr. Alexander MacLennan
addressed 1be minister respecting the duties of
his office ; Mr. Carmichael addressed the people
in Gaelic, and Mr. McKee did the same in Eng-
lish, respecting their obligation to their min-
ister.

The usual missionary meetings were heid in
the two churches, on the 30th and on the 31st,
in aid of the Synod and Presbytery’s Home
Mission Fuuds, and were well attended.
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Mr. Macdonald has been chosen with singular
unaunimity to this large and important charge;
and his settlement, cordially welcomed by the
people, has taken place with the hearty concur-
rence of his brethren in the Presbytery. An
understanding has been arrived at, between the
congragation and the ministor, sanciivied by

the Presbytery, that in a year or two, the charge
shall be separated, all parties being agreed that
it could engage the labours, and provide for the
maintenance of two ministers. This circum-
stance. giving evidence of progress in that field,
snggests at the same time, the beavy load xx:nich
tor many vears lay upon the former minister,
the lamented Mr. Campbetl.

Traxstatios oF the Rev. Jouxs Casrners,
M.A.—The Presbytery of Toronto met at Mark-
ham, on the 14th day of March, for the induc-
tion of Mr. Campbell. (Brock) into the charge
of Markham.
the members of the court.

The Rev. Mr. Aithen preached and presided.
Mr. Bain addressed the minister, and Mr. Car-
michael the people, regarding their respective
duties.  ‘The congregation gave Mr. Campbell
a hearty welcome at the cluse of the services.
and entertained the members of the Presbyrtery
thereafter at dinner

Mr. Campbell has a good field for his Iabours
in Markham, and enters upon themm under en-
couraging circummstances. The congregation

149

REPLY :

1 accept, with heartfelt gratitude, both the
address and the accompanying present which
you bave doue me the honour to present to
me. I have already experienced much kind-
ness at your hands, and therefore this presenta-
tion was ajtogether unlooked tor. It was only
a short time ago that I was made aware of this
movement. If I know my own mind 1 can say,
in sincerity, that, since I came smong you, |
have always had your good at heart: and Itrust
that vour valuable gift will not only stimulate

© but ~nable me to discharge my duties better in

There was a fair attendanee of -

have taken steps to improve the manse, and

given other indications of their desire to ensure
his comfort among them. The Preshytery are
pleased at the same time to retain amonyg them
one who has carned their general esteem and
respect.

New Cacren at Fort CottoxaE.~The Pres-
tyterian congregation at Fort Coulonge have
built. during last year a new Charch. The

Church was opened for divine service on New

Year's day, the Reverend Hugh Cameron, of
Ross and Westmenth, preaching in the forenvon,
trom Genesis xxviii, 17. “How dreadful is this
place! this is none other but the house of God,
and this is the gate of heaven;”
Duncan McDonald, pastor of the congregation,
in the afternoon, from Psalm exxii, 7. “ Peacebe
wighin thy walls, and prosperity within thy
palaces.”

The building, which is a substantial frame
one, can accommodate convenieatly about 200
people.  Great praise is duc the adherents of
the Kirk at Coulonge, for the vigorous manner
in which they have pushed forward the crec-
tion of the building.

Litcurietp—Parsestatios 7o Rsv. D. Me-
DoxaLv.~On Monday eveuing,the 22d January,
a party of ladies belonging to the Litchficld con-
gregation, keaded by Captain Robert Findlay,
onc of the elders, waited upon their pastor, the
Rev. Duncan McDonald, st the Mapse; and after
haring spent some time in socisl enjoyment,
Capt. Findlay, in a few well-chosen retarks,
expressive of their sincere attachment, and asa
token of their appreciation of his labours as a
oinister of Christ among them, presented Mr.
McDonald with o very handsome get of buffalo
robes. The Revercod geotleman, with much
fecling, made the following

and the Rev. -

|
t

fature. 1 could not receive such a gifi, on ac-
count of its intrinsic value, but with feelings of
areat gratification; I can assure You, however,
that it is not its intrinsic value that renders it
altogether so precious to me. [ -incercly hope
that this expreszion of your hindness muy be
regarded as a proof that my <ervices in this
place. during the past year. have not beeu al-
together in vain. There i nothing =0 di=cour-
aging to a minister, nuthing which so much
weighs dewn bis spirits, as to feel that he
labours in vain, and that his people are indii-
ferent 1o their own cternal interests. What o
painful position does that mimsteroccupy. who
iz forced to believe, from the coldness and in-
difference of those among whom he labours,
that his services are not appreciated, and that
they do not entertain hind and friendly teelings
towards him’ To be able to bear up long under
such & heavy pressure wonld be almost impos-
gible; health, strength and mind would soon
sink under the weighiy load. Bat. on the other
hand, it is noless true that Kindness on the
part of the congregation. and iangible expres-
siong of their good will, are well calcuiated to
gladden the heart when sad. and cheer and
buoy up the mind when weighed down with
anxiety and care.  Under such circumstances
the severest labour becomes a pleasure.  The
atfection of the pastor for his flock is increased
when he is assured that his services are appre-
ciated, and that he possesses the nnfeigned af-
fection and csteem of a grateful people.  The
more this affection increases the more will ia-
hour bYecome easy and the burden become light.
I heg again 1o assure ¥ou, and, through youn,
the friends who have so hindly assisted you,
how grateful I am for your kindness. May
grace, merey and peace be with you all.
Sannati ScaooL of St. MusGo's Carren,Cuat-
1N, C. E.—On the cvening of the 23rd February
an exhibition with the oxy-calcium light was
given to the children of the Sabbath-hehools
of Chatham and Grenville.  The instruments
and slides were very kindly lent for the occa-
sion by Donald Ross, Esq., View Mount,
Montreal, and were under the able maragement
of I' . Bell. A good number of the parents
and fricnds of tho children were present, and
paid a small admittance fee. Tbe pruceeds,
amounting to twelve dollars, are to be devoted
to the purchasc of a new library for the Sabbath-
School of Chatham. The Rev. Mr. Mair of
Martintown, and the Rev. Mr. Fraser of Point St.
Charles, delivered cloguent addresses to the
children and pareots respectively. The enter-
tainment coacluded at half past ten, when old
and young left for their homes very highly
delighted with 81l they had seen and heard.
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In connection with the above, we must men-
tion that & party of ladies who had come up from
Montreal to the soirec on the previous evening,
and who were present also at the Sabbath
School eatertainment, on their return to the
city, forwarded through 3rs. Lathrop, one of
their number, the generous donation of eleven
dollars in aid of the library fund. The value
of this gift is very much enhanced by the fact
that the donors, with onc or two exceptions,
are not members of the Presbyterian Church.

St.Matruew's Cotren, Point St. CRARLES.—
The Congregation of this Clhurch held their
annual social soiree on the evening of Friday,
the Y3th April. In the school-room adjoining
the Church, tables were set and abundantly
laden with refreshments, and well managed by
the ladies of the congregation. The audience
having first partaken of the tea and good
things provided there, adjourned to the Church
(which was densely crowded) and the intellec-
tual part of the programme wwas commenced
by the Rev, Joshua Fraser taking the chair,
and calling on the Rev. Thos. Fraser to open
the meeting by engaging in prayer. The Rev.
Mr. Fraser then gave & brief review of the
state of the Church for the past year which

was most encouraging and satisfuctory, show- -

ing that there is & bright future in prospect for
that Church, if the minister and members are
spared, aad will hold forth in the energy and
activity with which they seem at present to
work. After him followed a number of in-
teresting and encouraging addresses from the
Revds. Mr. Paton, Dr. Jenkins, and Rev. Mr.
Gordon, Wesleyan minister, Point St Charles,
and from old ana tried friends, J. L. Morris and
J. Greenshields, Esquires. During the evening
there were a number of anthems sung by choir,
which were specinlly prepared for the oceasion
under the teaching of Mr. S. Cranford, who
has often before distinguished Limself for his
success in getting up suitable masic for such
occasions ; and this time particulasly reflects
credit on him, for the manner in which the
class managed these anthems.  Another very
pleasing feature of the evening's entertainment
was the presentation of an address and beau-
tiful tea and coffee-service to Mr. J. W. Cuth-
bert, by the memhers of the church, as aslight
token of respect for services rendered the
Church as precentor, &c., Mr. Cuthbert replicd
in very fecling and grateful terms, for such a
magaificent and unexpected testimonial ; the
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Doxology was then sung, and the mecting dis-
persed highly pleased with the evening’s enter-
tainment.

Proressor Betu.—The last number of the
Chemical Mews announces the election of Pro-
fessor Bell « f Queen's University, Kingston, a3
a Fellow of the Chemical Society. From the
great discretion exercised by this Society in
the election of Fellows the title of F.C.S. i3
considered no small honour, and we congratulate
Professor Bell on receiving so well deserved a
mark of distinction at the bands of his brother
Chemists in the mother country.

Qeeen's CoLLeGe.~—~Medical Graduation.—
The usual aunual meeting of convocation for
the laurcation of graduates in medicine, was
held on Thursday, the 29th of March. The
attendance of spectators was good notwith-
standing very unfavourable weather. The fol-
lowing gentlemen received their diplomas in
the customary manner:—J\. Armstrong, King-
ston ; W. Bentlie, do.; I. M. Jones, Belleville;
Kabhkewaquoucely, Brantford; R. Darragh,
Glenburnie; Charles Luke, Murvale; Jobn
Newton, Portsmouth; R. B. Price, Bath; and
J. Sommerville, Kingston; also John Bell,
M.A., Montreal, who passed the required ex-
aminations last year, but being under age
could not receive his diploma. It was an-
nounced that the following students had
passcd their primary examinations:—J. J.
Dugdale, Kingston; G. Mowe)), H. Monro,
South Finch; D. Munro, Lanark ; J. R. Pater-
son, North Bruce; A. 1. Walker, Barrie; .
Armstrong, Smith’s Falls; G. Valleau, Shan-
nonville; and L. Saunders, Kingston. The
name of Mr. Saunders was especizlly meutioned,
as that gentleman had in each subject gained
the universal distinction of onc hundred per
cent of the marks assigned. The Principal
addressed the graduates on the important na-
ture of their profession, and carnestly coun-
selled them as to the zeal and integrity they
should strive to maintain. Valedictory ad-
dresses were delivered on bebalfof the retiring
students by Dr. Armstrong, and of the profes-
sors by Dr. Kennedy.

Donations lo the Lihrary. — Eduvcation
Office L. C., 12 vols.; Oliver & Boyd, Edin-
burgh, 1 vol.; Prof. Williamson, 3 vols.;
J. Croil, Ezq., Morrisburgh, 2 vols.; Charles
Law, Esq., Montreal, 21 vols.; A Friend, per
Rev. W. Inglis, 1 vol.

@orrespondence.

TOE GNION QUESTION.
To the Edilor of the Presbylerian,

Sie:—You were kind cnough to admit my
last letter.  Permit me, before agein cntering
upon the subject of Union, to make a slight per-
sonal cxplanation. A weekly paper, which hias
devoted itself to the advocacy of the pro-
posal for & junction of our Church with the

other Presbyterian bodies, has accused me
of sailing under false colours, by signing
“An Elder,” while in reality I am a minis-
ter. The object is very appareant; it is to lead
its readers to believe that the only objecticns
to this pet scheme proceed from the ministers
of the Charch, while tho “large-hearted”
laity are willing to open their arms to
ugite with all and sandry, gnd give up their
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distinctive principles without a word of remon-
strance. If the status of the writer makes sny
difference in the effect produced by tbe writ-
ings, it may be as weil to state that the signa-
ture is that of a lond fide acting elder, who bas
never nretended to anythiog more, and who
never has assumed to himself the title of Re-
verend, to which he can lay no claim.

Much of the mischiefof the present day arises
from the use of eant. Short cuts are sought to
avoid earnest discussion. Short and pithy sen-
tences are made use of which are supposed to
contain the essence of all wisdom without re-
gard to tke appropriatenessof their application.

Onc of these parrot-like phrases is ¢ Union
i3 strength "~—which i3 used on all occasions—
those who use it entirely neglecting to consider
that union may &as frequently be a source of
weakness. To such we would commend the
parable of the patching of the old garment.
# N6 man putteth a piece of a new garment
upon an old; if otherwise, then both the new
maketh a rent, and the picce that was taken
out of the new agreeth not with the old.* If
it were of any use [ might speak of the origin
of the questions which divided the Churceh, and
led to the schism on the part of those who now
ask us to forget all the denunciations which
were thundered forth against us. The great |
evil in Canada i3, that we have become so ac- |
castomed to have the highest questions discus-
sed not on the ground of principles but on
mere personal considerations, that we seem
10 have forgotten principles nltogether. The
principle coutended for by the schizmatics
who leZt the Church of Scotland, in 1843, was |
neither more nor less than tbe old Popish
claim of ccclesiastical supremacy—the assertion
that what concerned the Church was necessa-
rily something spiritual, to be determined by
the Church Courts alone; and this plea was !
made use of to attempt to crush all who would |
not bow to the authority of the dominant party.
A very good illustration of this might be found
jn the Cardross case. It was the attempt to .
found a castc not responsible to the laws of the
land, which were intcaded to regulate the
iransactions of all men alike, whether clerical
or not. The fact of being an established
Church does not affect the question. Dissenters
of cvery shade have been compelled, by the
common sense of the country, to acknowledge
that all civil matters springing out of ecclesias-
tical questions must be scttled by the Ciril
Courts. This sound and wise rule the non-in-
trusion party attempted to set at defiance, and
the leaders urged on by their own high-sounding ;
threats of what they would do if their demands

. ever be productive of good.
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were not complied with, at last were compelled
cither to withdraw their pretensions or to leave
the Church. As least wounding to their vanity
they cbose the latter alternative, taking with
them a large aumber of chapel ministers, who
never legally bad a seat in the Church Courts,
and sacrificing the ministers of the Highland
parishes, the only men who really suffered by
the disruption. The principle conteaded for
wasg identical with that by which the Church
of Rome demands that priests committing
crimes shall be delivered up by the civil power
to be tried by Church Courts, and had the
claim been conceded, dark days would have
come upon our native land. Nothing i3 more
dangerous to the liberty of conscience, for
which our fathers contended, than ecclesiastical
tyranny, and such would have been the result
had the claims of what is known as the Free
Church been allowed. The same claim is still
made by the branch of that Church which
lately joined with the United Presbyteriang.
That junction was effected by a yiclding of
conviction on both sides; and it is well known
that in the hybrid Church thus formed there is
less of cordiality, less of real union, more dis-
puting, and a greater amount of jealousy, than
before the two denominations were leashed to-
gether as the Canada DPresbyterian Church.
For confirmation of this statement I appeal,
with confidence, to the ministers of that Chureb,
of either branch of it, or to those of its laymen
who are behind the scenes. No sacrifice of
principle, however politic it mey appear, will
A\ union of
Churches, for the purpose of acquiring political
strengih, i5 a scandal to religion, and such
appears to be the chief end in view of the
leaders in this moveraent. Such a union will
be as dangerous as the new compound, nitro~
glycerine, and may at any moment cause an
explosion that will rend the Church in picces.

With your permission I will return to the
subject. There are principles to be discussed
as well as details to be adjusted, although the
friecnds of Union seem to overlook the first
altogether. I trust, however, that sonie one bet-
ter fitted than I am may take up the matter.

Yours respectiully,
A~ Evpen.

To the Editor of the Presbyterian.

Sir,~1 was some time ago disposed to write
Fou once more, to exonerate wy conscience in
regard to the Union Question, and now you
invite me to dn go. My former letter, which
was rejected, merely urged the same points
as are stated in an. Elder’s letter—only on
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more general grounds so as to include, in any
way required, both parties proposing the Union.
1 took this ground in 1841, while yeta student,
and bave now preached it wmore than twenly
years. I urge Christian Union and not mere
Sectariun Uniou. 1 urge confession of errors
whether in doctrine or practice, and especially
the uncharitable speeches and contempts so
freely bandied about at the time of the sepa-
ration of the different scctions. I urge further,
for the future & more charitable construction of
the creed we ail draw from the Scripture Fougn-
tain, so that cach one may exercise bis own
liberty of conscience, without infringingon that
of others; each one stating his owa views, and
his reasons for them, and at the same time
gladly listening to others; each one thus teach-
ing and learning in tura. This is Christian
Union. A merely political uuion of Presby-
teriang [ earnestly deprecate, a3 subversive of
all troe religion, and leading to every species
of licentiousness—because it shuts the mouths
of the faithful by the oppression of the faithless
mulititude,

To apply this general statement to the case in
point: If this Union with the Canada Pres-
byterian Church implies, 1st, Separation from
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the Church of Scotland; 2nd, An abandon-
ment of the Principle of National establish-
ments, and with it our present Home Mission
Fund ; 3rd, An adoption of the principle of
the pcwer of a majority to coerce a minority in
any matter affecting conseience; or 4th, A
condemnation of the action of the General
Assembly in submitting in all temporal matiers
16 the civit law of the land, or a justification
of the secessior consequent therempon, I, for
one, must cnter my protest against it, and if
necessary, will unite with all that oppose it, to
use every lawful means to prevent it.

Let us seek Christian Union, on Scripfural
conditions, and I shall rejoice at it. But let us
not sacrifice our Principles and our Liberties
for & mere delusive peace which will only put
it in the power of a few demagogues to ride
rongh-shod over all that wish to preserve a
conscience void of offence towards Ged and
towards men. I bavemade my letter very short,
that I may not offend more than i3 necessary.
Bur * am quite prepared to defend my position,
point by point, if required. I merely wish to
exonerate my own conscience, and remain, sir,
yours faithfully, Jauss Stretners DoveLass.

Yorkrvitle, 4th April, 1866.

Atiles Communicated.,

Sv—

ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, PITTSBURGH, C.W. !

OR many years Pittsburgh
was a Mission Station,
2’ supplied by the Mission-

ary of the KingstonSt. Andrew’s

Charch Ladies’ Association, and

by the Professors and Students

of Queen's College. Had these
willing labourers done less, the
people would, perhaps, carlier

; have scen the necessity of doing

& something for themselves. Or,

perbaps, the duty of self-reliance
was not sufficiently inculeated by these who,
by such admonitions, might have secmed either

1o advocate their own interest, or to plead for .

« cessation of their own Iabours.  Atallevents,

there appeared no motive for a concentration

of cffort on the part of the people, nnd so they
remained simply a Missionary Statien, totally |
dependent upon others for the supply of ordi-
nauces, for years after the time at which they |
ought te have coramenced to be a self-sustain-
ing and increasing cougregation.

Somee ten years ago, preliminary steps were
taken towards building a church.  The stroke,
however, was pot given while the iron was hot,
angd the iron, of course, grew cold. The pro-
cess of heating it again scems to have consumed
sis years, Three and a half years ago, the

Christian enterprise of the people, finding no
suflicient reason for the continuance of this
desultory state of matters, ivitiated measures to
establish for itself a local lhinbitation and &
rallying point. Christian men and wwomen felt
that they would be guilty of much ingrati-
tude to God for all Hig goodness to them
since they ssttled in Caunada, and of great in-
difference to the interest of their children, if
thev did not provide a sanctuary for the worship
of the Most High. A neat and substantial
Church cdifice of stone was soon crected on 4
beautiful site. It is half way between Ganano-
que and Kingston, at the summit of a steep hill
which old travellers will remember as one up
which they sometine had te walk in the stag-
ing days. DBallantyne's Station, on the G. T.
Railway, is now in its vincinty. The building
is worth more than $2,000; but by dint of much
cheerful, voluntary labour, the nctual cost was
much reduced. ¢ For the people had a mind
to work."” Three months after the foundation
stone was laid, a festival of Sacred Music was
held in the nunfinished building, by which 8145
were obtained in aid of the work.  Hefore the
antamn tints of 1863 were quite painted on the
maple leaves, which darkened its windosws, the
Church had been completed, and opened for
Divine Service ; a minister bad been inducted,
aad a congregation gathered, which was very
mauch lerger than the most sanguine hagd anti-
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cipated. This latter event, we are persuaded,
will always occur when a Churehy is builtin a
suitable locality. By means of brisk and per-
sistent effurts at home, and generous nid from
a number of friends abrond, the cost of the
editice was soon defrayed.

Preparations were then vigorously made for
providing & manse. In Nov., 1864, the ladies
of the congregation, with the kind assistance

of some of the Kingsion ladies, held a smali |

Bazaar in that city, by which, after paying ex-
penses, about 3449 were realized for the build-
ing fund. Having received a gifi of two acres
of land, including the site of the Church, the
congregation have now carried out, almost tv

o o e me e em e it S s, e

completion, the plans of a very handsome
stone manse,—the style corresponding with that

of the Church. The value of the house will be
about $2,0600 ; but, a3 in the building of the
Church, the expenditure of money is consider-
ably lessened by the hearty united efforts of
the people in havling the materials, and doing
many other things, which would otherwize
have consumed the funds.  The plans, specifi-
cations, and superintendence of the work have
also been gratituously done, The contractors
for ihe mason and carpenter's work, - the
Messrs. IHay, of Pittsburgh, and 3ir. Geo.
Mitchell, of (iananoque, seem to have vied with

each other in the admirable finish of their work. |

The indefatigable ladies had, this winter, n
Sacred Music Concert, accompanied by a
bountiful repast, and the sale of n few articles
of needlework, &c., in the manse, and thus
added about $162 to the building fund. At
the end, then, of two years and-a-half of its
existence, this congregation finds itself in
possession of church-property, including the
Church, driving-shed, fence, land, and Manse,
worth $4,300,—four-ffths clear, and the re-
meainder not yet due.  In such circumstances,

a smail country congregation, so receatly or- |

ganized, ought surely to find ressons for grati-
tude to Almighty God.

Amid all these burdens, willingly borne at
the outset of their career, it is worthy of high
commendation that this young congregation
have not failed in their duty to their pastor,—
not ounly discharging their definite ohligations
to him, but also adding many substantial proofs
of their kindness.  Divine service is attended
both morning and evening in the same Church.

A weekly Bible Class, attended by young peo-

ple of both sexes, is open during most of the
year. The Sabbath-school is open throughout

1y aslarge asinsummer.  The children eagerly

!

f

i

read the “ Children's Paper,” and the * Juveniie |

Presbyterian,” and contribute liberally for
Mission work.,  There is a weekly practice of
Church Music ; by which, and by the common-
sense custom of standing to sing heartily the
praises of God, the congregation feel that they
are placed above the nccessity of haviag re-
course to an organ, or any other specics of that
geous, to “make a joyful noise unto the Rock
of their Salvation,”—which they are not tooin-
dolent or teo uninterested to do with theic own
voices. Not the least encouraging among the
hopeful signsof the future prospects of the con-
gregation, is the delightful fact that the voung
people take anactive interest in all that velates

|
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to its welfare—many of them being among its
communicanis, «nd the young men being ever
ready with bearty and harmonious services in
every needful work.

1tis awell-established principle that the aim of
all Missionary effort ought 16 be the conversion
of the Mission field into an independent, self-
sustaining institution. This applies to Home,
as well as 1o Foreign Missions, The passive
stateis aimostinvarinbly attended by weakness;
activity develops Intent vitality. Feebleness is
fostered and  perpetaated by  discouraging
healthful independent action. gird up thy
loins, put on thy strength, and then vigour and
elasticity will more and more abound.  To him
that hath shall be given more nbundantiy, but
from him that hath not shall be taken away
even that which he hath.  This principle holds
invariably true in moral life.  Not only may a
child s muscular power experience enervation
from & too-anxious and cautions gnardianship,
or invigoration {rum exercise judiciously timed
and well-directed, but also may its wilf be dis-
astrously teained by banefnl treatment to sub-
ordinate itself to the will of Natan, the will
of the flesh, and the will of tyrant custom
and fashion; or, on the other hand, by whole-
some discipline, to surrender its heaven-born
independence into passive complinnee with no
witl but that of the High Power that gave it
being and impulse. The great enewmy of re-
ligious liberty well knows the efficacy of this
priociple, and right vigerously and indefatigably
does Lic apply it in order to lord it over the in-
tellect and conscience of sovercign and subject,
prince and peasant. Wielded in this way, its
pestilential potency against the mental and
moral health of nations, all the world knows———
how Jiberty is fettered, how light isextinguished,
by assiduously drilling the youth of all classes
into ignorance of all access o (God, all Divine
illumination, all freedom of thought, except
through priestly mediation and under priestly
sanction.

If this principle be so powerfully operative
in every sphere, we are confident that the
sphere of Christinn Miszion is no exception.
By being helped oo much, helplessness may be-
come chronic. The weak, by being always
extraneously strengthened, at Inst become a
burden to themselves. Let the aim of our
missionary students, catechists, and mission-
aries. be npot ouly to instruct, convert, and
comfort individuals, but aiso to organize and

. establish : to encourage, persuade, and urge the
the year, and the attendance in win' - is near- |

infant 0 step out for itself. to feel its own
strength, and cease to be fearful and diffident ;
let the earliest possible opportunity be taken of
helping it to stand upon its own legs.  Neces-
sity is the mother of invention: the young con-
gregation, feeling itself embarked on an inde-
pendent carcer, will put forth its latent ener-
gies. The fostering Church will then be free to
turn its efforts elsewhere, and the newly-estab-
lished congregation will itself become an active
co-operating agent in extending the Church,
To be always receiving is not & good thing: it
is well to practice the virtue of giving. The
man who cats much, but never acts, will be-
come pampered, inflamed, gowty, dependent
and helpless ; so will the Christian community
that lives only by passive reception from others,
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The assistance rendered by oth2rs should never
be 2 substitate for seli-help, but always co-or-
dipate with it. St John's Churoh Pmsburgh
is & favourable instance of the bcne‘it of home
cffort, stimulated and encouraged by 2id from
abroad. Eminentls successful &5 it ha2s been,
we believe it would base been mach more pro;-
peroas to-day, had it commenced its operations
ten or fifteen vears azo.
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Is it not the dety of every Christian, in a
locality where thereis no Church, to be upand
doing, 10 1% the power of earnest and prayer-
ful self- htlp" And is it not the privilege of
every Christian of swealth, surrounded by all
the Llessings of Gospel urdinances, to be on the
alert fur some such localits, that he mar help
2nd cocourage even the feeblest home evan-
gelization efort ?

Hotices mb

fof the slave tmade.
Harper Brothers. |

LivisesToxE's EXPeEDITION TO TAEZAM-
BESI. New York:

Monircal : Dawson Brothers. 1866.

p%  _\fricy, but few had heard
the name of the Missionary

in the uncsplored and fever

The valaable discoveries he then announced,
the indomitable cnergy manifested in the
parsait of the object he had at heart, and
the interest the history of his proocedings
created, at once made his name known
throaghout the civilized world.
pablication of his first volume that part of
the continent of Africa which he traversed
was a veritable ferra incgaita, leaving
ampie Tocm for vaguc eow;cc.um and crude
theorics.  Livinmstone’s clar wet simple
deseriptions served to dispel many Hllusions,
and to correet much misspprchension de-
siznediy incieased by the Potturucse Go-
veramensd, <hich, from inferested matives,
had been anxioas to koep of travellers and
cxplencrs, and to create and keep alive a
false impressicn of the climate. natives and
productions of the ceantiy. fiom whence
they exposted oaly acgroes, ivwy, and an
insiznifeant quantity of zold dust.

The o!sjm ¢ the cx;rcdmo::. of which
the work now before ns mives a3 account,
ws to cxtend the krow lodze already
altained of the googmaphs, and miners! and
ageaenitanl nesoarees of Bastern and Cen-
twal Affica. to impeone Joquaintance with
the inhabitants and to indace them toappiy
to industrial and yriculicl wmn& for
the prednciton of rax matenal to be o
pooted to Britain in exchanze far mana.
factares.  The swooes of thowe cfforts, it
was hoped, wos'd lead to the abandoament

Bebicks.

Above and beyond
cvery other object, however, 1t was dis

* tinctly understood that Her Majesty's Go-

- vernment attached mest importance to the

EFORE the publication of

Livingstone’s firstwork en '
Traveller, who was wandering -
infested wilds of a land, until

then, belicved to be an un-
inhabitable and and desert.

moral cficets to be producad on the native
by tbe example of a well-rgulated honse-
hold, teaching them the more simple arts,
unpnrtm" to them religious instruction, and
incalcating peree and good will to cach
other. Iow these instructions were carried
out, what discoverics were made, what
hardships were undergone, what gratifying
results were attained, may be seen from the
work itsdf The conclusion arrived at

. with respect to the shve tade is of the

. greatest importance, 20d the testimony of

Until the -

an cye-witness as to the unpardonable error
into which Captain Barton hos fallen in
rerard to the offeet of Mahommedanism,

as opjescd to Christianity, upon the negro,
is worthy of special notice by the Anthropo-
loical Seciety, who have quoted Captain
Burten's stateaments in support of their
theotics. To one thing we would direct
the attention of the Amcrican pablishers of
Livinzstone's Expedition.  While inciden-
talls showing the Christian motives which
actuated the British Government in assdist-
ing the traveller, by placing mveans and men
at his dispesal. be bears high, and. we
firmly belicve, just testimony to the 2l and
atility of the Anwerican missionaries, whose
laboars and suocess on the West Coast of
Africa are, be saps abore 2l peaise. A
fuller recozmition of exch other’s merits, and
ks harpéing on cach olber’s national peca-
liasnttes, wodld be the suncst mcans of
ocnenliag between the two nations thowe
tres which should weTer be broken. We
trmsd that the oy of Livingtone’s Expe-
dition way fnd its way nto cvery house
hoid.  It< matter is foil of inscrest, its
wanner is Smple and unafected, and the
sivk in which 1t is 7ol up and Wlastrated
is sach = would docmdutoanymb-
Iskers
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Friepricn THE Secoxp. By Thomas |
Carlgle. Volame sixth. New York: |
Harper Brothers. Montreal : Dawson
Brothers. 1566. :

This, the sizth volume, completes Car- .
Iyle’s Jast act of hero-worship. A thing of
mingled brass and clay he has erected into
a demni-god, and reared on a pedestal for
the world to worship. Great 2s a warrior !
Frederick undoubtedly was, but that he *
was the model of a true king among men ’
we venture to deny. .

For a thorough analysis of a wark of this
nature the space at our disposal presents !
an insuperable obstacle.  Nor is it ncces -
sary, as daring the course of the publication
of the various volumes much bas been
written by able literary men on the subject,
which is readily aceessible to most of our .
readers in the pages of the Quarterlics, not
to speak of other works not so casily attain- -
able. Exhibiting great rescarch, the pages
of Carlyle teem with deseriptions and re-
ficctions, marred, it is true, by his own -
peculiar manncrism which may be appre- -
cinicd. but the style of which it wounld be ;
hazardeus for any onc to imitate. Bat.
where can we find 2 tracr picture in words :
than the last scene of all. '

¥ Witkia doors, all is silence, except this ¢
breathiag; atound it the durk carth sileny !
atove it ke silent stats. At 29 minutes past *
2, the dnesthing pansed,—=avered; ccased.
Frisdrich's Life-2atte is fought wat. izstead of
Falering axd sore labwozr, hete is now toste.....
Hiis deatd seems vy stern and fexely (—a man
of sach afcclicnate feclings, too: ¥a maa with
ot KoHELIE R other eal™ Bat so bad
Lis whede Tile been, st 2ad lonely ; soch the
wrese law 1aid o3 Lim” ‘

The volame s enviched with maps and |
plans, and 2 wery well exccated portrit of ¢
the Great Fredezick. !
A Caiid's Histoay o o Uniten

Statss. By Joha Bonner. New York: !

Harper  Brothess; Moateed: Dawsen
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publishers so respectable as the Messrs.
Harper would lend themselves to the circu-
lation of works co false in fact, so distorted
in statement, and so full of virnlent abnse
of all who were, or who were thought to be,
opposed to the policy of the United States.
The check they received when public
opinion even in America compelled them to
dispense with the services of Mr. Abbet,
who was cmployed by them to write for
their Monthly Magazine, and whose falsifi-
cations of history in the life of Napolcon
were so gross that their publication could
no longer be tolerated, might have
taught them alesson. It appears, bowever,
that not content with trying to create a
feeling of bostility to every thing British
in the minds of their countrymen, and to
kecpalivea fecling of camity between the two
sections of their own country, which cvery
true lover of his native land should iament,
and which cvery true patriot mest condemn,
they bave sct themsclves to instil the rank
poison of unrcasoning katred and malevo-
lence into the minds of the young, instead
of cndcavouring to implant the seeds of the
Christian graces.  Why should this be so ?
The chief source frem whenee sprung
American greatness is traceable tothe ssme
bleod which Jows through our veins. It is
trae, that in many parts of the Swates it has
been mixed with that of other European
natiens, but not to so great an extent as to
destroy the impress of thar British aan-
cestty Thereis a large class in the States,
aund those the men whese opinions are of
mest valac, who regard the tone adowied in
works of this kind with disapprobation.
The Messts. Harper are in a position ather
to rezard what 1s right and what wounld
meet the approval of the highest minds
ameny their countizmen, than to parder to
a spurioas popalarity, and to foster scificon-
cait in the winds of the vouny, which has
drawa down the maited rebuks of their
own countrzmen. It is with rgeat we
«y it; for to the coesgy 2ad ability of the

Broihess. 1566. * Messts. Harper we 2re indcbied for the

Br the tithe page we larn that Mr. | pecession of many of the best works in
Bonner is the auther of a Child's History | cvery ficld of litematare.  They stand hizh
of Grecoe and 2 Child's History of Rome. | as publishers and deservedly <o, and it is
We hare ot bad the bappiness of seding | greatdy to be regretted thet, toming asde
these works, bat ifthe information contained 'S for a moment fresn providing
inthem and the siyke in which they are | wholessec mental nousishment, they shoald
written are at all like the present preduction ' stovp 2t such litesary marbame as this Child's
the boss s not great.  Itis siogalar that s Histers of the United States.
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@he Churehes and their Flissions.

RESOLUTIONS ON URION.

Montreal, March 14, 18GG.

At an adjourned meeting of Elders held this
evening in' the house of Mr. J. C. Becket, to
consider the question of Union between a1l the
Presbyterian Churches of Canada, the various
congregations were represented by the under-
mentioned Elders. Those marked thus(®) be-
ing absent from the meeting, desire to record
their approval of the resolutions. .

St Asprews Cuvren.—J. S. Hunter, *James
Goudie, *Thomas Watson, James Mitchell, *M.
Ramsay.

St1. Pavi's Cucrea.—W. Christie, A. Fergu-
son, Mansfield Street; G. Macdonald, T. A. Gib-
son, \W. Ross, *John Greenshields, *George
M'Kenzie.

Kxox Curnren.~W. MBeen, E. Moore, W.
Rowan.

Cote St. Cutrcn.—J. Redpath, A. Fergu-
son, Belmont Street; A Stevenson, *F. W,
Toxl'rancc, <J. Campbell, °A. McGown, *J.Plim-
soll.

Ersxixe Cuvren—G. Rogers, L. Patton, J.
C. Becket, W. King, D. MacKay, *James Walk-
er.

Co7Es pEs NEIGES.—W. Boa, W. Brown.

Mr. Redpath being called to the chair, re-
quested Mr. Rogers 10 open the meeting with
prayer. Mr. Becket was appointed sccretary.
The minutes of last mecting, approving of the
Union, were read and confirmed.

The Chairman stated that the SubGommittee
appointed at last mecting had prepared the
following resolutions for the consideration of
this mecting :—

Resolred. 1st. That it is the unanimous judg-
ment of this meeting that whatever differences
of opinion may have existed at the time of the
disruption of the Church of Scotland for fol-
lowing the same course in Canada, the period
has arrived when the Church in this country
can be united with great advantages to the in-
terests of Ghiristianity, cspecially of our com-
mon faith, and without interference with the
;:onscicuﬁous cenvictions of any of its mem-

hers.

2. That this desirablic end may be accomplish-
¢d in accordance with Presbyterian principles,
the Elders now present sgree to bring thesub-
ject before their respective Sessions for their
considsration, and with & view to general Ses-
sional approval of such proposed union; and
they also pledge themsclves to use every pos-
sible and legitimate method to bring about its
consummation.

3. That this meeting is encouraged and for-
tificd in thesteps which it has now taken, by
the example and expericnce of their Presbyter
ian brethiren in Australia, who have been Iately
united intoene body, undes one General Assem-
bly, with the approval of the Supreme Eccles-
iastical Courts in Scotland.

4. That = jeint Gommittee of Elders beand is
hereby appointed to issue these vesolutions to
all office-Uearers of the Presbyterian Congrega-
tions in Canada,with a view to oblain a general
expression of opinion upon the subject Lercin

submitted, and that the Committee consist of
the following gentlemen. namely : J. C. Becket,
A. Ferguson, Mansfield Street; John Redpath,
J. 8. Hunter, W. Brown.

After a full and free discussion the above
resolutions were unanimously adopted, and in
accordance therewith, the Committee appoint-
ed to carry them.outwere requested to prepare
a circular, and have them sent as soon as pos-
sible, in order that the mind of the Churches
may be obtained on this very important sub-
ject.

DxAR BreTHREN :

The above resolutions testify to the unanimity
which prevails among the lay Elders of all
the Presbyterian Churchies in this City with
regard to the great question of Union.

Believing then as we do that such Union
must tend to promote the Redeemer's King-
dom, and the advantage of llis Church in
these Provinces, we trust and pray that the
scheme may meet with 2 hearty approval and
be speedily consummated throughout the length
and breadth of theland. We are assuredly far
from being indifferent to the basis and condi-
tions on which it must finally be effected, but
consider o secssionnl discussion of these at
. present, to be premature and unnecessary.
_ Once tet it be established that the Ministers,

Elders, and members of the Churches general-
. Iy are convinced of the desirability of bLeing
, woited, and wefecl assured that no insurmount-
1 able obstacles will present themselves.

We must assure you, our brethren in the
; Eldership throughout the Province, we have
i only venturcd to take the initiative from a
conviction that further delay would be preju-
dicial to the cause. We entreat therefore that
youwill be kind ecrough to take the carliest
opportunity of laying the above resolutions
before your brethren in session, and let us know
the result without delay. Replies may be ad-
dressed to the undersigned, as Converer of the
Gommittec.

Joux C. DrcgET..

P. S—~This Circular shouid properly have
been directed to the various Clerks of Scssion,
but as their addresses were not knotwa, we have
forwarded three copics tocach of the represent~
ative Elders whose names are found in last
Minutes of Synod of both Ghurclies.

TRE ECCLESIASTICAL STATISTICS OF
SCOTLAND.

The following attempt to approximate to the
ccclesirstical siatistics of Scouland, while it
docs notpretend to perfect aecuracy, is believed
(says the Edindurgh Couranl) o be very much
nearcr the truth than any delailed statement of
tecent years. At all events, »s the cevidence
in given for every step taken in the cstimate,
the worth of it may be weighed.

INE U.r. CHCRCH.

1. In 1864 the ministers of the U.P. Church
performed 10,736 baplisms, of which 1155 were

| in England, leaving for Scotland 9601. Of
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these, 63 were cases of adalt baptism. The
number of children born in Scotland, whose
parents were members of the U.P. Church in
1864, was therefore 9522. But there were born
in Scotland during that year 112,445 children.
Hence the number of U.P. adherents in Scot-
land was 1 in 11 7-9 (say 1 in12). Taking the
Registrar General's estimate of the population,
this would make the number of adherents about
270,000,

2. Themarriage statistics of 1860 (the subse-
quent years make hardly any difference) show !
that 2837 marriages were performed by U.D.
ministers. The entire number in Scotland was
21,225. The U.Y. weddings were therefore 1
in 73 of the whole, which would girve 420,000
as the number of adherents.

3. The number of communicants in the G.I.
Church in 1861 was 170,590, of whom 13,150
were in England, leaving 153,440 for Scotland. |
The number of persons attending U.P. churches
in 1864 was 199,109, of whom 21,835 were in
England, leaving 177,266 for Scetland. 1f we
multiply the number of connnunicants by 21
for adherents, we have 388,600, or 1 in 8 of the
population of Scotland. If we multiply the
number of attendants by 2¢ for the number of
adherents, we have 398,848, or nearly 1in 8.

4. The Education Commissioners issued last
year a series of questious, the replies to which
embrace the number of children at all the
schools of the country and the religious denotni-
nations with which they were conuected. Were
these statistics complete, we should bave a fiuir
approximation to the number of adherents be-
longing to all the Churches : as it is presumed
that (with the exception of the Roman Catholics,
where children are doubtless more numerous
in the Irish familics) the proportion of adults
10 children is alike in all Churches, and that
mistakes in gathering in the statistics would
affect all equally.  The following are the sta-
tistics affecting the U.P. Church in three dis-
tricts of the country, taken withount selection,
and as they could be bad :—In the Presbylery
of Aucliterarder, with a population of 23,2}6,
there were present at the registrars' visits, in
all the schools visited, 3196 children, of whom
379 belenged to the U.P. Church, which would
represent its adherents as about 2900, or one-
cighthofthe population. In the country parishes
of the Presbytery of Edinburgh (excluding the
parish of Duddingston, whose statistics are not
in_ posscssion) there were present in all the
schools 2168 children,of whom 302 beloaged to
the U.P. Church, orabout one-seventh of the po-
pulation. In the Preshytery of Perth, 12 country
parishes, with a2 population of 11,697, had at
the registrars' visits, 1531 children atschool, of
whom 339 belonged to the U.P. Charch, or onc
in 4} of the population.

5. Now, if these varions statistics be taken
together we have the following :—By baptisms,
the U.P. Church numbers 270,000; marrixges.
420,000 communicants, say 355,600 ; altend-
ance, say 398,545 ; cducation slatistics (aver-
age®), 479,500. The baptismal test must, for
many reasons, ve deemed by far the most aceu-
rate.  Bay, taking theaverage of all the results,
we have 491,849, which represents the utmost

* This average is Ly districts, and is rather oo
Lzvouradle. £e ¥ I
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number of the U.P. adherents, being about one-
cighth of the population of Scotland.

THE FREE CHURCH.

For the Free Church the statistics are not so
complete, nor the results so easy to be arrived
at, nor so confidently to be asserted.

1. The marriage statistics of 1860 show that
out of 21,225 marriages 4570 were performed
by Free Church ministers; which would repre-
sent the Free Ghurch adherents as 700,00v, or
1 in 41 of the population of Scotland.

2. In the cducation statistics before referred
19, the number of Free Church children was as
follows :—In Presbytery of Auchterarder, out
of 3196 children, 37 per cent. belonged to the
Free Church; in the Presbytery of Perth, 24.5

s per cent.; in the country parishes around Edin-

burgh, 16 per cent, [Inthe Edinburgh list, 366
outof 2168; in Perthshire, 332 out of 15315 in
Auchterurder, 1205 outof 3196.] Theaverage
of the three by districts is 25.6 per cent.; by
numbers, is 27.6 per cent.  The former would
give 750,000 as the adherents of the Free
Church, or about & quarter of the population ;
the latter would give 86 ,2437? or 3.62 of the
population. Let thelatter number be accepted
meantime 25 the more correct.

3. There is another test.  An article in the
Frce Church Itecord for May, 1865, narrates
the increasing numbers in the Free Church
Preshytery of Glasgow, states the number of
communicants in that I'resbyiery as 26,000;
and adds that this number is reckoned * to be
about a tenth of the whole church.” Such a
statcment is the more likely to be accurate
f-om the fact that full statistics of member-
ship, &c., have been frequently collected in the
Free Church, though (so far as is known) not
published. If, then, the Free Church communi-
cants number 260,000, this number multiplicd by
2} ,as was done with the U.P. Church, would give
659,900 a5 the number of adherents: or if the
number of communicants bear the same pro-
portion to adherents as in the U.P. CGhurch, we
should have 655,564. Taking the latter as the
larger number, this test would represent the
Free Clhiurch as numbcering nearly one-fifth of
the population of Scotland.

4. Taking tbe average of the three tests, thus
applisd, and choosing the larger figures in the
two latter cases, we have the following :—Byx
marriage the Free Church numbers 700,000
cducation statistics, $§61,243; communicants
—3ay, 653,863. The average gives 739,035,
being 23.6 per cent.or 1 in 4 1-5 of the popula-
tion. The U.I. and the Free Church taken
togethier stand thus :—U.P. Church—number
of adhereats, 391,419 ; Frece Church, 739,033;
total, 1,130,454. This is =bout 3¢ per cent.
of the whole population, or 1 in 2 $-11.

THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

Gan we wake any similar calculations with
rcgsr;i to the adherents of the Church of Scot-
land

1. The marriage statistics of 1860 show that
out of 21,225 marriages, 9705 were performed
by ministers of the Church of Scotland, or 45.
3 per cent. This would represeat  the
adherents of the Church as 1,426,350, or about
1 in 21.11 of the whole population.



158

2. Inthe country parishes around Edinburgh, |
out of 2168 children presentin allschools, 1269, |
or 58 per cent. were children of Church of |
Scotland parents.  In the country parishes |
around Perth, out of 1531, 822, or 53 per cent. |
belonged to the Church ; and in Auchterarder i
Presbytery, out of 3196, 1542, or -8 per cent. ;
Taking the average of these by districts, we |
bave 53 per cent. belonging to the Charch, !
which for the whole of Scotland would give i
1,653,911 as the number of adherents: taking
the average by uumbers, we bave 52-9 per
cent. or 1,649,778, or more than 2 balf of the .
whole population.

3. Taking, as before, the average of the two
tests employed, and teking the smaller figure
for the Iatter, we havo the following :—By mar-
ringes, the Church of Scotland numbers 1,426,-
280 ; by education statistics, 1,649,775 ; average,
1,526,029. But as the education statistics are
entirely from the country districts, where the
Church is stronger than it is in towa, we take
the marriage returns, though probably below
the mark. Even with this deduction the ad-
herents of the Church of Scotland stand, os
compared with other Churches, as follows—

Church of Scotland........ 1,426,280
Free Church ........729,035

C.P. Chureh.........39],449

1,130,484

In round numbers, the Church has 300,000 ad-
ficrer:ts more than ber two rivals put together,
and cmbraces onc-balf of the population of
Scotland. Her communicants (at the same
rate as those of the other Churches) would be
570,512, and her nttendants, 642,990,

The other Churches in $cotland, according
to the marriage returns, stand as follows:—
Roman Catholics, 265,000 ; Episcopalians, 59,
06 : other Churches, no Church, and thosc not
specified, 236,000.

e am & e e, P A ——— ¢ &« M o me 88 e &6 8.

Presavrzar oF Grascow.—At the ordinary
weetingof the Glasgow Presbrtery, on 28thalt, .
action was taken relative to Dr. Norman Mac- ¢
1cod’s specch on the Sabbath question. :

Nr. Nonro, of Campsic. moved to the effect ¢
that a commitiee be appoinied to confer with
Dr. Macleod regarding certain portinas of the
pamphlel, purporting to be the substance of a
speech delivered by him in the Glasgow Pres-
brtery, which scemed to be opposed to the
Confession of Faith.

The motiod was scconded by Dr. Park, of
Cadder.

Dr. Macleod said he thought the motionquite |
irregular, inasmuch as the Sablath question
kad been argued by Dr. Jamicson on Scriptural |
grounds only, and that he (Dr. Macleed) had
accepted the argument on those grounds. He
forther sulnmitted that if anything traaspired
in his speech contrary to the Confession of Faith
it should have been taken up at the time, and
not ao0w, as the pamphlet was honestls the |
substance of the specch.  He waived ali these |
objections, however, and wonld rather meet the |
whole Presbytery than any commitice, 83 he |
had nothing to concenl, and was not ashamed
of any statemeat he hnd made.

Mr. Charteris moved an ameadment to the
cfect that no commitice whateves be appointed, |

t
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and that whatever proccedings were to take
place should go on before the Presbytery as o
body.

Mr. MacGregor seconded the motion.

On the vote being taken, the amendment was
carried against Mr. Monro's motion by 24 to 11.

A general conversational discassion foi-
lowed, in the course of which various prelimi-
nary poitts were raiscd.

Dr. Macleod said that, to save further discus-
sion on preliminaries, he would at once state
frankly what were his views oa the question
under consideration. The Rev. speaker then
eptered upon a detailed statement, in the
course of which he declared his adhesion to the
whole doctrine of the Confession. He stated
that he never wished that the Confession shouid
be changed, nor that the Church should offi-
cially agree to any departure even from its
letter, or give up its power to deal with any
man wio made such a departure. He also be-
licved that it should even declare from time to
time, according to its light, what it believed ar
a Church on matters non-essential to salvation
on which diffierence of of opinion might exist.
He further maintained that while his speech
might differ in the letter from the Confession,
yet in the spirit they were in harmony, holding,
as he did, the permancace of the moral law,
though not of the Decalogue as the Decalogue,
and also the necessity of the Lord's Day,
though not on the authority of the Fourth
Commandment. Unless this principle <were
acted on, be maintained that every minister of
the Church might be dealt with, as no wan be-
licved the letter of the Confession ia cvers
point—as, for cxample, with regard to the
creation of all things in six literal days; and
that while by no formula could the line be
drawn between essential and non-essentiai,
¥et cvery man of common sense and Christian
conviction feit the difference, and the Churcan
could practicnlly draw it. It was not, there-
fore, a question as to the power of the Church.
but onc as to the rightcous cxercise of that
POTTOT.

Tho explanation given by Dr. Macleod not
being considered by many members of the Pres-
bytery as altegether sufficient, a long, delibe-
Tate, and solemn conference ensucd.—The Pres-
bytery ultimately came 1o & unanimous fiading,
to0 the cifect that they had heard with satisfac-
tion the slatement of Dr. Macleod as to his
adkercace to the Confession of Faith; but be-
licved that his speech was in its language rash
and unguarded, and that many statements, both
of the speech and of the published pamphiet,
were calculated to do harra. It is further un-
derstood that the deliverance emwoodied a so-
lemn and grase admonition.

This unanimons finding, so far as the Pres-
bytery is coacerned, sists all fartber proceed-
ings.

Parsavrertor Perta.—The ordinaty monthiy
mecting of this Presbytery, was held on Wed-
neséay. Dr.eCrombic read an extract decree
of the Court of Ticads, disjoining and crecting
certzin portions of the East and West Charch
partiskes of Perth, and parish of Tibbermuir iato

1 the guocd secra parish of St. Leonard's, Perth. it

was agreed that Mr. Wilson should be admitted
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rmember of the Presbytery, and he took his seat
accordingly. Mr. James Anderson, Forteviot,
gave intimation that at next meeting he would
propose the transmission to the General As-
sembly of an overture praying them to declare
null and void the Declaratory Act aneat
changes in the forms of worship, &c. The
Presbytery resumed consideration of the peti-
tion from the kirk-session and congregation at
Stenley, craving to be allowed to use a har-
1monium in the church psalmody. The finding
of the Presbytery at lust meeting was to the
cffect “ that, while disposed, from the evidence
adduced, to grant the prayer of the petition,
they should delay consideration of the matter
for 2 month to give dissenticnts an opportunity
of being heard before the Presbytery.” On
Wednesday no objectorsappeared. Dr. Crom-
bie was against gracting the petition, espe-
cially on the ground that they had little or no
control over Stanley Chapel, aud bad no power
to enforce any decision they might come to re-
garding it. He moved that the Presbytery
skould respectfully decline, under existing cir-
cumstances, to grant the petition. Mr. David-
son scconded the motion. Mr. Tait moved,
seconded by Mr. Wilson, of Methven, that the
petition should be granted. After a long dis-
cussion, eleven volted for Mr. Tait's motion, and
five for that of Dr. Crombic. The former was
accordingly declared carried.

Fongaxpexst.~Moveration.~The Presbytery
of Perth met at Forgandenny, oo Thursdey, for
the purpose of moderating in o call to the Resv.
James Johnstone, preacher, presentee to the
churck and parish of Forgandenny. After
sermon, the cali to Mr. Johpstone was signed
by the parishioners present; and no objections
having been offered to his settiement, the call
was unanimously sustained.

Grexvoca—OLD West Rirs.—A handsome
communion service of silver has been presented
to the Old West Kirk by 2 member of the West
Parish Ckurch (Rev. Dr. M'Culloch’s). The ser-
<ice consists of two silver cups, and two salvers
ofeak with silver borders. A flagon end o2k
chest complete the gife. Appropriate inscrip-
tions bave been engraved on the various arti-
cles. Mr. D C. Rait, jeweller, Glasgow, executed
tke commission.

Asnpeastoy Cocacr—At the conclusion of
the cvening service on Thursday, Mr. T. P.
Stewart, in the name of the Ladics of Andersten
congregation, presented their esteemed pasior,
the Rev. John Marshall Lang, with a rich pulpit
gowo and cassock, and with a magnificent Bible
and Psalm and Clant Book, the Bihle bearing
the following inscription :—* Prescnted to the
Rev. John Marshall Laag, with a pulpit gown
aud cassock, by the ladies of Aaderston Church,
a3 » mark of their high ¢steem and very affee-
tionate regard;” at the same time, Mrs. Lang
wwas presented with an elegant drawing-room
timepicce, having the followwug inseription - —
« To Mrs Lang, rom the ladics of Anderston
Church, as an cxpression of their esteern.” Mr
Steward, in preseating these expressions of the
ladies’ attachment to Mr. and Mrs. Lang, took
occasion to rewark oa the prosperous condition
of the congregaticn in the short spsce of time

——— e —
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since the church was opened, and the conside-
rable saerifices of comfort and position Mr Lang
had made in leaving his attached flock and
beautiful manse of Fyvie, and coming to An-
derston amongst strangers, and without even
the nucleus of a congregation.

Death ok THE REv. DRr. Fowier, or Rario.
—1We regret to learn the death of Dr. Fowler,
minister of Ratho, Mid-Lothian, which took
place, from disease of the heart, on Friday the
16th March, at Torquay, whither he had gone
for the benefit of his health. The Rev. Doctor
was ordained in 1833, and in 1837 was ap-
pointed minister of St. Lukes Church, Glas-
gow, from which be was translated to Rathoin
1544. He long presided over the Colonial
Committee of the General Assembly, and took
an active share in the business of the Church
of Scotland, of which he was generally re-
garded as onec of the ablest preachers. The
Rev. Doctor, who was twice marricd. bas left
a widow and one child. e was under 69
years of age.

DeatH oF Proressor Frexing.—We regret to
snnounce the death of the Rev. William Flem-
ing, Professor of Moral Philosophy in Glasgow
Uaiversity, which took place at the College on
Saturday afiernoon. The deceased has been
in a declising state of health for some time
past. During the current scssion he has been
unable to lecture to his students except at in-
tervals, being confined to his house when not
so engaged. Within the last fortnight, how-
ever, he became worse, and was obliged to keep
his bed ; and onSaturday afternoon he expired,
at the advanced age of seventy-four. Dr. Flem-
ing has been connccted with the University for
upwards of thirty-five years. In 1631, he suc-
cecded the Rev. Dr. Garin Gibb as Professor
of Oricntal Languages, and in 1839 was ap-
pointed tothe Chair of Moral Philosoply, in
roor of Professor Mylne. In 185%; he publish-
¢d 2 book, entitled “ The Vocabulary of Phi-
losophy—>Mental, Moral, and Metaphysical™—
a work intended for the use of students, and
which, we believe, has proved of considerable
value to those for whom it was moreespecially
designed. Previous to his,coming to Glasgosw,
Dr. Fleming was minister of New Kilpatrick,
where he was much respected, and where he
will no doubt be kindly remembered.—~Glas-
gow Herald.

Tne Morar Pmrosornv Caair, GLASGOW.—
We understand that the Rev. Dr. Calderwood,
of Greyfriars’ U.P. Church, who has for some
time conducted the Moral Philosophy ciass ia
the Toivessity on behalf of thelate Dr. Fleming,
is now a candidate for the vacant chair. We
have likewise heard it rumoured that Dr Caird
wouid not be averse to a transference from the
Diviaity Chair, which he holds, to the profes-
sorship aow vacant; but we are not awate
whether any dircct steps bave been taken to
that end or are to be so.

Tur Harwoxicx 1x Kinastox Catsen—A ser-
vice of sacred music was held on Thursday
night in Kingston Church (the Rev. Mr Pol-
lok's), for the purpose of inzuguratinga grand
harmoniaum just crccted there, conscquent on
the resolution lately come to by the congre-
gation to iniroducs the aid of instramental
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music in the psalmody. Mr Pollok presided,
and in the course of the cvening briefly
addressed the congregation and the strangers
present with reference to the cause which had
brought them together, and gave some details
43 to the instrument which they had now had
un  opportunity of hearing, It was a chef-
deuvre, he said, of M. Dcbain, of Paris.
The tnstrument, we may add, 1s in appearance
a pattern of modesty and non-pretension, and
is surrounded by a neat enclosure in front of
the precentor’s desk.

GrasGow Free PresnyTERY—ADJOURNED DE-
RATE ox UN1ov.—2An adjourned meeting of the
Free Presbytery of Glasgow, was held in the
Presbytery House on Monday afternoon—Dr.
AL 8. Paterson, Moderator—for the purpose of
resuming the debate on Dr. Forbes's overture
concerning the proposed union between the
Free and United Presbyterian  Churches.
When
passage leading to the Presbytery House
was crowded by a large number of persons
eager for admttance, and on the Court being
coustituted, all the available sitting and stand-
ing room was immcdiately taken advantage of.
A large number of persons, however, siill re-
mained outside, and it was ultimately found
necessary to adjourn to the church, in orderto
accommodate ull who sought admittance.

Dr. Buchanan having spoken at some length
in opposition to the overture, several other
members addressed the Presbyters on the one
side and on the other.

The transmission of the overture was nega-
tived by sixty votes to five.

EDUCATION IN IRELAND.
(&rom the North British Daly Mail. )

X | T has been assumed by the
Government, in  dealing
with the memorials of the
Romish hicrarchy on the subject
of national wunited ecducation,
that the great body of the people
concur in the views of the bishops,
and that the national scnliment
in Ircland is strongly in favour
of the changes in the Irish
collegiate ssstem  which arc
so loudly demanded by their clerical lead-
ers. This, however, is a grievous mistake,
There is weighty evidence to prove that the
agitation against the Qucens Univerrity and
Colleges is purcly clerical, or mther is mainly
confined to the higher Roman Catholic cccle-
siastics. The undeniable fact that the attend-
ance of Roman Catholic pupils at the national
schools and colleges of Ireland is large and
steadily incressing, in spite of the incessant
dissunsions and denunciations of the priests,
generally enforced by the exclusion of the dis-
obedient from the sacraments and other ordin-
ances of the Church, affords a conclusive proof
that the great body of the Roman Catholic
Iaaty do not sympathise with the efforts made
by the hierarchy to destroy the united collegiate
system of cducation. And the wealthier and
more enlightened class of their communion, re-
presented by such men as Judges Keogh and

the hour of mecting arrived, the |
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Fitzgerald, and Sir Deminic Corrigan, have
upenly and eafnestly expressed their hostility
to the movement.
An excellent pamphlet on this question has
Just been published by Mr. Whittle, o Liberal
Luman Catholic barnster,® in which he shows
that the demand fur the overthrow of the unit-
ed system of education proceeds exclusively
y from the Cltramontane party, headed by Dr.
Cullen, **an Irish monk, who had spent most
of his Life at Rome,” and who was appointed in
) & most urusual manner the successor of Dr.
Croly, in the Sece of Armagh, for the express
purpose of developing or rather creating Ultra-
1montanc opinion in Ireland. On his traoslation
to Dublinin 1852 he was also appointed # Papal
i Delegate, “an office which gives him control-
ling power over the whole Irish Roman Catho-
lic Church; and since this period he has used
his immense powers unsparingly te promote
the most extreme Ultramontanism.”

The Irish Ultramontane party, of which Dr.

i Cullen is the head, consists of * the bishops and

their political mouthpieces in the Press and in

Parliament,” the representatives of the Irish

RRoman Catholic constituencies being, a3 Mr.

Whittle remarks, “ the mere tenants at will of

the bishops.” “This faction,” he says, * profess
tenets utterly opposed to British Iaw and civi-
lization. Their main distinguishing principle
is that the Church is the heaven-appointed
ruler of the earth and =all that it contains.”
They teach that “there is but onc safety for
Catholics—to think with the Church in the
whole extent of faith, discipline, worship, cus-
toms, and instincts "—that not only the Chris-
tian society but civil society zlso, must be re-
gulated by and depend upon the Church; that
it is the duty of the State to repress heresy;
that it is a crime for the State to appoint non-
Catholics to public office; that intercourse
with Protestants, except for the purpose of con-
verting them, is hurtful to the soul; that free-
dom of thought and freedom of action arc in-
ventions of the devil, which the Church cannot
depend on her purity, aad trath alone to resist,
but must get hold of men and moald and adapt
their minds to prepare them to accept these

“hard sayings.®

It must be apparent at once that to invest 2
body holding such opinions with the charge of
the cducation of the ncople must be fraught
with great danger to the welfare of the country.

, ¥ The difficulty,” savs Mr. Whittle, ¥ of getting

. any large section of Englishmen or Irishmen

: to accept such doctrines as Ultramontanes now

| profess is happily very great: and it is to ob-
viate that difficulty that Ultramontanes find it
nccessary to keep cducation entirely in their
own hands.” Hence the crusade of Dr. Cullen
against the system of mixed cducation in the

Irish national schools—the condemnation of

the Queen's Colleges by the Synod of Thurles

—the establishment of the “Catholic Univer-

sity” in Dublin, and the astounding demands
made in the memorial of the bishops just laid
before Parlinment—that this so-called Univer-
sity saall obtain a charter and a liberal endot-
ment from the State—shall bave power to affi-
linte to itself other colleges and schools, and

* * Freedom of Fducation: What it means.”” Ry
+ James Lowty Whittle, A.B., Trinity College, Dublin

o~ — e -y e -
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shall be recognised as the head of Catholic
cducation in Ireland—and, lasily, that the na-
tional Queen's Colleges shall Le transformed
iato denominational institutions.

N9 words can express too strongly the folly
o the Government in thinking that they can
satisfy the men who put forth sucl: claims as
these by the concessions which they now offer.
If they should condescend to accept these terms
at all, it will be fur the purpose of obtaining a
vantage ground from which they may with
greater facility and success direct their assaults
against the entirc united system of education
buth in colleges and schools. They have al-
ready sought to destroy the Queen’s Colleges,
and to fill the * Catholic University ” by inces-
sant spiritual terrorism, threatening to fix “a
life long brand” to the names of refractory
students, and to debar them from the sacra-
ments of the Church; and should this ili-ad-
vised project of the Government be carried
out, and the Queen’s Colleges be degraded on
the one hand, and on the other the sectazian
seminaries rendered more attractive by means
of the promised concessions, there can be no
doubt that this unscrupulous clerical pressure
will be renewed with tenfold violence for the
purpose of driving every Roman Catholic stu-
dent from the Queen's Colleges.

Alr. Whittle complains with great justice of
the grievous imjury which the new policy of
the Government will inflict on the Irish oppo-
nents of Gltramonianism — tho independent
Roman Catholics--a class which cmbraces the
gentry, the professional and literary classes,
and the leadiug merchants of the Roman Ca-
tholic body. Their instructions and example
are gradually leavening the mass of the Roman
Catholic people with their independent and
sonnd constitutional opinions, and it is to check
this process, be says, that the Ultramontanes
are bestirring thetnselves so zealously to obtain
tho complete control of the education of the
people, so that, to make usc of a favourite me-
taphor, they may inhale Ultramoatane princi-
ples from the surrounding atmosphere. He
calls pointed attention tothe grievous injustice
and impolicy of assisting these cnemics of all
liberty, civil and religions, in their crasade
against freedom of thought and the rights of
conscience, and to the injury which such a pro-
cedure must entail on the prosperity of the
country at large. The positicn of independent
Catholics at the present time, he says, is avery
difficnlt one, and “they ought not vet to he
cxposed to the alternative of a dircc: breach
with the Church. If the non-Ultramontanc
clement has time to mature its plans and de-
velop its principles; if it is able to build up a

<uitably adjusted system to protectitself from |

its foes; if it finds leaders of learning and dis-
cretion, then Ultmmontanism will speedily
pass uway. But, at present, when as yet its
principles are negative rather than positive, its
foes blatant and triumphant, its friends silent,
what can it be expected to do in the way of
cffectunl resistance against such a body of men
as the Irish bicrarchy,” who bave showan their
determination to proceed to all extremities in
order to crush the dissenticnt element which
eists within the Roman Catholic body.

“*Let everything be done,® says M. Whittle,

|
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in conclusion, * to remove invidiousdistinctions
between Roman Catholic laymen and Protes-
tants. But in the matter of education I would
ask the public to cbserve on the one hand the
subtlety of Ultramontanism aud the charm it
possesses for some minds, on the other, 3
ruthless fanaticism, its implacable Lostility to
everything that Englishmen and Iristunen bave
lcarned to think noble, and beautiful, und true;
to observe this powersettling like a black cloud
vver this unhappy coantry, that the masses of
this cruntry have always exhibited deep-seated
repugnance to English or Protestant sentiment,
and seem only inclined to reject Ultramonta-
nism for continental iofidelity , that, moreover,
there is struggling ia the Catholic body 2 cur-
rent of thought which may yet cleanse and
purify the whole; that a Catholic university is
sought expressly to dam up this current for
ever, and I would ask the public, keeping this
state of things in view, to consider whether the
proposed policy of the Government is likely
(a3 Mr. Gladstone supposes) to *attach Rom..n
Catholics more distinctly and closely to En-
rlishmen generally, ard to the interests and
habits of this country.’”

Tus Inisn Usiversity SvsTEM—DEPUTATION
to EarL Resseun.—A  deputation, including
Dr. Wilson, Moderator of the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, and
other members and laymen, waited upor Earl
Russell on Wedneaday in reference to the pro-
posed chaonge in the Queen’s University. The
deputation represented that the existing sys-

| tem had been successful, and that any change

which would give a scctarian character to the
Colleges and University would be most unde-
sirable. Earl Russell, in reply, said that the
Yovernment desired to act with impartiality
between all religious bodies in Ireland, and,
with that siew, the national system of educa-
tion had been adopted.  Objections were made
by the Presbyterians, and arrangements made
by which they were o receive aid from the
National Board of Education. As to academi-
cal cducation, he thought ther ought not
to be surprised that the Roman Catholics
should consider it wrong thatthey should have
an academical education in which their religion
was not made a prominent feature, and in
which youths of their denomination wouid rot

; teceive that clementary instruction which was

desirable in the doctrines of their religion. He
did not helieve that the heads of Houses at Vix-
ford or Cambridge wonld consentto take no ac-

. count of the teaching of the doctrines of the
" Church of England, and therefore he did not
; much wonder that the majonity of the Roman

*

|
!
!
!

, Ued.

Catholic Bishops had opposed the plan of the
Queen s Colleges.  In England, they admitted
soung men cducated at Stoneyhurst, Ascot, or
clsewhere, to academical honours at Lonrdon
University ; ard he could sce no reason why
they should not do the same in Ireland. He
could not give the detals of the Government
proposals, because they had not yet been set-
He did not believe that they wonld
satisfy Archbishop Culien ; but they woald be
fair and impartial. They would adopt the

" princaple which bad been adopted in England,

without interfering with the system of primary
edacation or the Queen’s Colleges.
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Loxpox PrEspY TERY oF THE Excrisa Prespy-
TERIAN Cnurci.—At the monthly meeting of
this rev. Court on the evening of Tuesday last,
a number of matters of local interest having
heen disposed of, the Rev. Mr. Alexander, of
Chelsea, suggested that, following the example
of other religious denominations, they should
set apart a day for humiliation and prayer
on account of the prevalence of the cattle
plague. He observed that the Church of
Scotland, the Free Church of Scotland, and
the United Presbyterian Church, had ap-
pointed the same day. They could not do that
in England; but they could fix upon a day
which they might consider suitable, and upon
which their congregations could make united
confession of sin and united supplication, and
he would move to that effect. After some
discussion, it was agreed to appoint Thursday,
the 29th inst., on the ground that this was the
day set apart by their Presbyterian brethren in
Scotland.

Tar Pressvteriax Cucrcs 1x ExéLaxp—De-
PCTATION TO ScoTLAND.—On Thursday, a public
meeting washeld in the Free Assembly Hall for
the purpose of receiving a deputation from the
English Presbyterian Church  Mr. Charles
Cowan, of Valleyfield, occupied the chair.
The mceting baving been opened with prayer
by the Rev. Dr. Buchanan, of Glasgow, the
chairman briefly introduced the deputation,
wchen the Rev. R. N. Lundie, of Liverpool, =d-
dressed the meeting on the importance of the
English Presbyterian Churchk to Scotchmen,
inasmuch as the Church cndeavoured to re-
tain the cmigrants from Scotland within the
pale of Presbyterianism. Last year there were
105 churches belonging to the English Presby-
terian Church. Of the large number of
Scotchmen who went into England, the tide of
fashion carricd multitudes away; but this
might be checked if churches were established
in large towns; for it was found that where
Presbyterians were collected in sufficient num-
bers there existed a sort of esprit de corps,
<vhich kept them together. The Presbyterian
Church in England had raised a building fund
of £125,000, by which means g great impulse
had been given to church building and debt
extinction. The Rev. W. Dinwiddie, London,
next addressed the mceting on the different
schemes of the English Preshyterian Church,
aad remarked that they expected to receive
£10,000 from their Scotch brethren to aid
them in the prosccution of these schewes. He
detailed the progress made since 1843 by the
Church in Londoa. In 1843 there were only
seven Presbyterinn congregations within the
bounds of the London Presbytery, in 1853
there wero fourtecn, and in 1863 there were
thirty. The meeting Wes afterwards shortly
addressed by _the Rev. Mr. Csriyle and Dr.
Hamilton, of London. Principal Candlish, at
the close, moved thata vote of thanks be ac-
corded to the deputation, and that a resolution
strongly urging the claims of the deputation,
sud expressing a hope that the frieads in Edin-
burgh would show their interest ia the English
Presbyterian Church by large contributions.
Mr. John Miller, of Leithen, seconded the
motion, which wasagreed to, and the procecd-
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ings terminated after a vote of thanks had
been awarded to tho chairman.

Deatn of Da. WaewstL—The Rev. Wil-
liam Whewell, D.D., Master of Trinity College,
Cawmnbridge, dicdon Tucsday s.lernoon, from
the effects of the injuries h. sustained when
thrown from his horse on Saturday week. Dr.
Whewell, who was one of the foremost
and fruitfullest thinkers and writers of his
day, was in his seventy-second year. His
career has been in every respect remarkable. He
was born in 1793, at Launcaster, where his father
worked as a joiner. The mathematical capacity
of young Whewell was detected even at school,
and his talents were considered so striking that
some friends offered to give him a University
education. By their aid, he was cnabled to
en.cr Trinity College, where his genius was fitly
appreciated. In due time he became a Fellow
of his College, and was for many years known
as a successful tutor. In 1828 he was appointed
to the Chair of Mineralogy, and his acquirements
were so wide that in ten years afterwards he was
deemed fit to be Professor of Moral Theology
In 1848 he was raised to the highest University
position by being appointed Master of Trinity
College. Dr. Whewell has distinguished him-
self in almost every branch of science, and in
not a few departments of literature. The works
on which h¢ concentrated his powers are ¢ The
History of the Inductive Sciences,” *The Phi-
losophy of the Inductive Sciences,” and ‘* The
History of Scicentific Ideas.” Dr. Whewell has
always taken a prominent part in the leading
scientific socictics, and in 1841 acted as Presi-
dent of the British Association at its Plymouth
mecting..

. Tt Rev. GEorGE GILFILLAN 1N TAE ISLE OF
AaN.—On Sundey, the 11ta February, special
services were conducted in the United Presby-
terian Church, Ramsey. The Rev.D. M'Ovwan,
pastor of the congregation, preached in the
forcnoon, and the Rev. G. Gilfillan in the
afternoon and evening, to crowded audiences,
when liberal collections were made in behalf
of the funds of the church. On Monday even-
ing, the 12th, Mr. Gilfillan gavea lecture in the
Wesleyan Chapel, © Oa the Intelectual, Moral,
and Religious Influcnces of Sir Walter Scott's
Novels.”  ‘The lecturer, in the course of his
remarks, spoke of Sir Walter's power of finding
« the soul of goodness in things evil"—the
extreme beauty of his style—the sympathy he
had with even doubtful characters—the general
morality of his writings—and big deep-hearted
conviction in the great gencral truths of
Christianity. However severe Sir Walter
might be upon the cantand bigotry of the age,
be (the lecturer) bad no doubt that his views
would bave been modified now, had he lived
in these strange times—not so much faith-shat-
tering as faith-shifing days—when religion is
gaining in breadth what 1t is losing in inten-
sity, and, like & niver, is not so much drying
up as changing its chanael.

Dr. Norxay MacLtop oN TAE Bagrirxs.—At
a soiree, held in connection with St. Columba's
(Gaclic) Church, Glasgow, on Tuesday eveniag,
a piper made his appearance on the platform,
and played sevcral airs, to the evident delight
of the audience. Dr. Mcleod afterwards ad-
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dressed the meeting, and in the course of his
remarks spoke as follows:—I don’t know what
it is that's about this Ilighland music; but I
have for o number of yeara been hearing music
of the best kind, and played by the world’s best
performers, and I can listen and enjoy it with
all my heart; but the moment I hear that auld
bagpipe, it tak's me by the throat. (Laughter
and applause.) Ifever you find a Highlander
that does not care about the bagpipe, take care
to get a receipt from bim when you pay him an
account. (Roars of laughter.) If he has no

musical car, don’t blame the rcar fellow, but |

pity him—(renewed laughter) —but if he has a
musical ear, and don't like tle pipes, take you
care of that chap. (Laughter.) There is a great
deal of talk just now abuut organs, but I think
there is o great advantage in an iostrument
which i3 not filled with wind by the handle of a
bellows, but by the stroag hearty breath of an
out-and-out Highlandman. (Great laughter.)
Did you ever hear of an organ being played in
advance of a regiment going up in the charge
against the French? What would organs have
done in Egypt and at Waterloo ? (Laughter.)
Why, a single shot would have destroyed them.
What could they do in the Galway boat with a
heary breeze blowing, in a grand Highland glen,
oron the top of our mountaics? (Applause.)
There is no mu: .c in the world to be comparec
with the bagpipe. (Renewed applause.) Isay
it seriously.  You cannot improve the bagpipe;
itis the best of its kind. Consider its associa-
tions. Pcople who don’t know our associations
don’t understand them ; and the more’s the pity.
(Laughter and applause.) When you and I hear
the bagpipe, it is not merely hearing the sounds
that come from its dronce; it is more than that,
for we dream of the old glen and the old fire-
side. Whenever you hear it throughout tht world
—and [ bave heard it in many places—it al-
ways sets a Highlander dreaming. Ile begins
to dream of the old house in the old glen, and
he sces in it his father, bis mother, and bis kins-
men ; he dreams of the old kirk, and he sces the
people in it; of the churchysard, and he thinks
of those who are lying in it—all come up to his
imagination at the call of the bagpipes. (Loud
applause.) It is very difficult to define what
this music is. There is music in nature that
you cannot set down for the pianoforte. Itisin
the roaring of the wiads, in the moaning of the
waves, and in the cry of the wild bird—anad all
this you hear in the bagpipes. It is the music
that Highlanders understand best; and though
a Highlander masy live till he is fourscore years
of age, and may hear all the music that was
cver composed, yet there is something in the
bagpipes that will stir him when nothing else
can. (Great cheering.)

Tae Bisnor oF Loxpox ox Scigxce axp Revr-
G10N.—On Sunday afternoon the ; ord Bishop
of London preached at the Chapel Royal,
Whitchall. His Lordship (who seemed far from
well) took bis text from I Timothy iii. 15,
** The house of God which i3 the Church of the
living God, the pillar and ground of the truth,”
and proceeded to show how far the Charch of
Eogland answered the d26nition of a Church In
the Articles, and how it fulfilled its special
mission, It3 duty, he said, was to expressand
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guide the religioug feelings of the nation. Thers
were mapy alarmed just now at a possible split
of the Clhurch into two parties—the clergy
treading one path, and the laity the other; the
clergy becoming more superstitious and the faity
toofreethinking—thiough all freethinking might
not be confined to the laity or all superstition
to the clergy, for some laymen might take a
clerical tone and some clergymen ape the dan-
gerous scepticism of the laity. It wou!d not
do, a3 in some countries, for religion to b
confined to priests and women, and all the wan-
hood and intellect of the age to be left to be
corroding influence of scepticism. There was
and could be no antagonism between religion
and the exercise of man’s intellect. Superstition
and scepticism were acntagoaist; but super-
tition was the base counterfeit of religion, and
so was scepticism of reason. Reason must not
be frowned down, doubt must not be callcd
atheism, or irquirysin. Uflate many questions,
long since thought settled, bad been re-opence
as to the nature of insviration, the mode of
reeonciling miracles widh the fixed laws of
the universe, &c. In what we sometimes called
the torpid days of religion, a host of brilliant
weapons had been furnished to Truth sarmoury
by men like Butler and others girding them-
selves manfully to confront theinndels, and they
must learn to abstain from senseless clamour,
or subjecting those who diverged from the
belief of ill-informed people #2 abuse as abettors
of error.

Tue PrivaTe axp Bisnop Corexso.~—DBishop
Colenso addressed & letter some time since to
the Archbishop of Canterbury, complaining of
what His Grace had writtento Bishop Gray on
the subjects in dispute between bhim and the
Bishop of Natal. The Archbishop’s reply, as
well as the letter, has been published. Dr.
Longley says :—* 1haveno hesitation in avow-
ing that, according 10 my belicf, you have been
duly and canonicelly deposed from your spiri-
tual office, according to the law of the Church of
Christ, as set forth in the concluding paragraph
of the 26th Article of the Church of England
and I must decline to hold myself responsible
to you for entertaining such a belief. I have
never obtruded this opinion upon others in my
capacity of Primate of the United Church of
England and Ireland, but I have not hesitated
to avow my private opinion when it has been
sought for. Nor, when my counsel was asked
by thoss who were in doubt and difficulty, did
I shrink from impartiagit. 1 never expected
that my letter would have been given to the
public, nor am I responsible for the fact ; but
as those to whom I have addressed it have
thought fit to publish a portion of it, I do not
disavow the sentiment therein expressed. At
any rate, I could not haveobjected to the course
they thus took from any apprehension that I
might onc day be called tositas a judge in
your case ; because I bave high legal authority
for saying that therc appears to be no mode of
proceeding by which I could be legally called
upon to act in that capacity. The censure,
therefore, which you would impute to me on
this ground proves to be entirely without foun-
dation. Asyou ask me to point out the errors
to which I have alluded, I have merely to refer
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you to the reasons for your deposition, as stated
iu the judgment of deprivation passed upon
you; and to statemy belief that for such errors
in doctrine an English clergyman would have
been [cjected from his cure. I am not aware
that] have cver endorsed with my approval
every act ot Bishop Gray connected with your
deposition up to the time at which you wrote,
as you seem to assert. No one can more deeply
deplore than ! do the present unhappy conditiun
of the diocese of Natal ; but let God be the judge
with whom rests the responsibility of this
lamentable division in & regulariy constituted
branch of the Church of Christ.”

{From the Weekly Evangelist.)
#IN CONNECTION WITH."

We somcetimes meet with individuals belong-
ing to cither of the two Presbyterian Churches
in Canada, who attach a mistaken idea to the
words ¢ the Presbyterian Church in Canada in -
connectionwith the Church of Scotland.” Some
appear to think that this phrase indicates an
organic connection with the Church in Scot- l
land, and that action relative to Union must |
proceed upon the basis that the Church of :
Scotland being an established church. connce- .
tion witk it places the Church in Canada on the !
basis of a church established by law. We con- |
sider this 2 mistake, and in order thata correct |
view may be entertained, we print two extracts |
—one from a decision of Syaod of the P.C.C. i

|
i
t
)

in comuection with the Church of Scotland, !
and the other 2 Report of Principal 1 citch to
the same Synod :(—

* Whereas, this Synod has always, from its |
firstestablishment, possessed a free and supreme
jurisdiction over all the Congregations and
ministers in conncction therewith ; and zl- ‘
though the independence and frezdom of this
Synod, in regard te all things spiritual, cannot
be called in question, but has been repeatedly
and in most explicit terms affirmed, not only
by itself, but by the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland, yct as in present circum-
stances it is expedient that this independence
be asserted and deciared by a special act

* It is therefore hereby declared.  That this
Syaod has always claimed and possessed, does
now possess, aud ought always, in all time
coming, to have and cxercise a perfectly free,
full, final, supreme, and uncontrolled power of
jurisdiction, discipline and government, in re-
gard to all matters ecclesiastical and spiritusl,

over all the Ministers, Elders, Church Members
and Congregations under its care, without the
right of review, appeal, complaint, or reference
by or to any other Court or Courls whatsvever,
in any form or under any pretence ; and that |
in all cases that may come before it for judg- :
ment, the decisions and deliverances of this *
Synod shall be final. And this Synod further’
declares, that if any cncroachment en this .
supreme power and authority shall be attempt- !
ed or threatencd, by any person or persons,
Court or Courts whatsoerer, then this Synod,
aud cach and cvery member thercof, shall, to |
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the utmost of their power, resist and oppose
the snme. And whereas, the words in the des-
igaation of the Synod, “in connectioa with the
Church of Scotland,” have been misunderstood
or misrepresented by many persons, it .s here-
by declared, that the said words imply no right
of jurisdiction or control, in any form what-
cever, by the Church of Scotland over this Synod,
but denote merely the connection of origin,
identity of standards, and ministerial and
church communion,"—Minutes of Synod, Mont-
real, June 9th, 1863.

L] * . L4 *

¢ At present, there is n6 organic connectior
between thisSynod and the Church of Scotland.
We no doubt derive valuable aid and sympathy,
but this might exist without any ecclesiastical
connection. But it scemed to be the general

i desire of last Synod, that there should be a

real, instead of a nominal conuection, and it
was thought that the best plaa for securing
this object, would be the recognition of our
licentiates as the licentiates of the Church of
Scotland. At present, the ministers of this
Church, who have been licensed here, are no
more members of the Church of Scotlard than
any dissenting ministers in Scotland. No doubt,
they may be admitted on certain terms into the
Church of Scotland, but they are the only terms
on which the ministers of any other Church
may be admitted. At present, the Synod is
composed of two classes of ministers—those
who arc ministers of the Church of Scotland,and
those who are only ministers of this Church ;and,

t atlast meeting of Synod, the general conviction

was, that it was not desirable that this invidi-
ous distinction should be kept up, and that
harmouy of feeling would be greatly promoted
were the distinction abolished. In my inter-
views with leading men in the church =t hone
other points were mooted, such as the desirable-
ness of representation in the General Assembly.
It is, however, not in the power of the Church
to alter the constitution of her Courts, though
she bas full power to define the qualifications
of hier licentiates. Itis true that the Presby-
teries in India are represented in the Church of
Scotland, but an Act of Parliament was re-
quired for this purpose, and such a step at the
preseat time, in reference to the Canadian
Church, would not be deemed expedient. It was
also thought unnccessary that there should be
the right of an appeal! from the Canadian Branch
to the Parent Church, in order that the desired
object might be granted. The Church of Eng-
land in Canada presents an cexample of the
naturc of the connection that might be most

' desirable. The ministers ordained by Canadian

Bishops arc ministers of the Church of England,
while the action of Bishops and courts is inde-
peadent of the church at home. The various
points brought up in the course of many con-
versations may be arranged under two heads,
viz., the advantages and difficultics of the pro-

' posed plan of a close connection."~—Report by

Principal Leitch to the Synod of 1863.
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THE PASTOR'S WIDOW.

FEW years ago our market
was daily attended—un-
less, indeed, the weather
was desperate—by an early

woman, remarkable ncither in

face, attire, nor anything elsc.

THer dress was always sxmph-
city itself; she was middle-
sized, had rmhcr a common-
place face at the fi-st glance,
but what drew my attention to

her was the regularity of her attendance, for

which there seemed no adequate reason, since
she had, generally speaking, only a very small
basket on her arm, and sometimes none at all.

When she had made ber purchase she did not
o straight home like other people, but regu-
larly made the circuit of the whole market;

and when the weather was fine and the stalls .

full, often visited some of them two or three
times over. U'nconsciously I took to observing

t

what she was looking for, and what it was she :
bought : she had never come in my way as a .

bargainer, never snapped up a pigeon or fowl
I happened te want.
secmed all on a small scale:
the animal but vegetable world, and even of

vegetables she chose the cheapest and soonest -

Indeed, her purchases |
belonging not to

i
|

cooked, and with them almost always a little ;

fruit. At times too she would ask the price of
flowers,—a little rose-bush or pot of pansies,
and I noticed that very often the market-
women would give her a few lettuce leaves
urasked, whence I concluded that she kept a
little bird, and in all probability lived alone,

* fashioned now-a-days

Notr, purchases to this amount nced not have ;
. back to her own part of the town ; and,

detained her two minutes; there must have

becen some other attraction in the market- |

place, and when once T began fairly to observe
her, I soon discovered what it was.

Evidentiy, she took an infinite delight inthe
vegetables and fruits themselves, apart from
any idea of cating them. But it was orchard-
fruit that most fascinated her eyes and heart,
Mcre bush-fruit she seemed scarcely to notice,
but apples and pears were her supreme delight,
there was a new exclamation at every kind she
discovered. When the new ones came in, and
new and old lay in the basket togcthcr, her
new year scemed to begin, and she noted and
named every fresh appearance, just as & field-
marshal reviews his regiment.

I began, too, to notice how well the market-
women knew her tastes. They would beckon
1o her to show her new kinds, and ask taeir
names. There wag, in short, a quite peculiar
tie between this good woman and the market-
wives, and & very friendly one. The interest
that she took in their stalls, her admiration of

fine frnit, her judicious discrimination of the .

relative merits of different kinds, and useful

|
i
|
)
I
]

i day with wood and water.

doubt between fwo sorts, the rival sellers each
praising their own, and eudowing them with
alimost human excellences, when one of them
pointed to the stranger, and said—%She can
tell you which are best. she understands all
abuut apples.  Accourdingly up she came, and
quictly pronounced that those in the vther stall
were fitter for using now, and a finer sort of
fruit: but as to keeping ones, those belonging
to the woman who had called her would cer-
tainly be found to auswer best. From that
day we often exchanged a few words, but our
acquaintance went no further. 1 did not even
ask her name, nor did she mine that I know of.

One winter day, however, when it was bitter
cold and slippery, it so happened that she fell
down in going out of the market, and hurt her
leg and arms very badly. Sbe was soon raised
up and set on her feet. No limb was broken.
With great suffering she could contrive to
walk, but not alone. T chanced to be the only
creature therewho had any kind of acquaint-
ance with her, so I could not do less than offer
her my arm, which she took gratefully, but
with ail sorts of excuses and apologies, such as
were customary in my day, when every silly
person had not vet got to believing that the
world was created expressly for him, and that
his fellow creatures were in it to wait upon his
convenicnce. [t scems to be considered old-
for oae man to thark
another ; but what would vau have ?  If peo-
ple have left off gratitude to God, why not to
each other ?

I can tell vou it was no ecasy matter to get
the poor creature, who was in terrible pain,

deed, it would be but proper that carriages and
carts should have some sort of 2 litter attached
to them, to transport those they run over,
whether killed or wounded, to their own homes.

Her lowly room was indescribably clean and
neat, and as I had rightly surmised, there was a
bird in the window, who greeted us with cheer-
ful chirrups and twittering.

2 You poor dear,” she said, ¢ vou think yon
are going to get your saiad, and I have none
for you to-day.”

Quite exbausted, she sank down on a chair.

¢ My Heavenly Father!” she murmured,
“what am [ to do now ?°

It seemed that she was quite alone in the
world. Only a charwoman came in once a
She did ¢cverything
clse for herself. She rented this one little
room, but had nothing to do with any one of
the other inhabitants of the house, no acquaint-
anceship with them, except a mutual bow if
they chanced to meet in the doorway. Such
complete isolation as this may go on pretty

. well for a time, but earlier or later something

hints as to storing them, &c., were all pleasant

to the sellers, who cvidentiy liked to sce her
and to exchange a few good-humoured words,
as a varicty in the monotony of marketing.

It was in this way that I first got into con-
versation with her. 1 wanted & quantity of
apples to store up for the spring, and was in

i

is sure to bappen, and the question © what
next 77 often gets forced upon the lonely with
asnddenness that takesaway their very breath.

On this occasion it was [ who put it, and
not the kalf-fainting sufferer.  'What next, in-
deed? There I was, all alone; the charwoman
would not come till six,—it w\s only ten now.
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Had I been at home I could have sent for help; | patient carried at once to the hospital. where

but I was afraid of leaving her alone, and then,
who was I to call in this strange house ? There
was not even a bellin the room. In the midst
of my perplexity, however, there was a knock
at the door, and a merry childish face peeped
in and said—

“ Mamma sent me to see if she could be of
any use to the old lady. She heard that sho
had come back poorly.”

Here was an angel in time of nced. She
carie in, and in the most compassionate way
began to stroke the poor sufferer, who could
not reply for coughing.

* Could your mammsa come here herself 7
said I, notnoticing the shaking of the old lady’s
head, and the child was off before she could
get out a word.

“ Dear me ! said she at last, “what can
you be thinking of! Such a distinguished
lady ¥

But the lady herself soon entered, dis-
tinguished no doubt, but a sweet-looking
creature as well, who approached the invalid
in the most sympathising meaaner, but bowed
very stiffly to me. I set it down for pride, and
thought to myself, ¢ Ay, ay, they are all alike,”
but later I found out it was shyness. It took
some time to persuade me that a person over
thirty, and a fashionable lady too, could be
shy ; but so it was, the very least thing woald
make her blush with downright shyness and
nothing else.

And now, what next? Why, first of all we
decided that we must get her to bed, and then
Iwould go and fetch my own doctor. The lady
said she would bave sent for hers, only he was
rather too much run after, and when once he
bad laid out the order of his day, nothing
could get him to depart from it: if they ran
after him with the intelligence that his own
wife was dying, she belicved he was capable
of saying, ‘‘ She must wait, for I have still
four patients down on my 1ist.? Meanwhile I
fully expected the lady to send for her maid ;
but no, she took the matter in hand herself, to
the incxpressible confusion of the worthy
widow.

“ Impossible—out of the question-—the she-
riff's lady—\Madam, I beg, I entreat—I shall
die of shame.”

And when we came to her left foot we were
nearly the death of bher, for as the lady tried
to draw off the stocking, she in the intensity of
her distress and apxiety to prevent it, Jost ber
balance and nearly fell off the chair. To be
sure I caught her and broke the fall, but still
the wrench she gave herself made her scream,
and brought tears into her eyes. We had the
greatest difficulty to get her into bed, but at
last it was done, and she might at last have
rested quictly but for her politeness and ber
scruples.

¢ And if I only knew what to do,—and she
is not put out with me. She can do everything
for me that I want.”

Upon which the lady explairned that the allu-
sion was to the charwoman who came once a
day, and that the widow thought that would
bo attendance caough. But this the doctor
would not Lear of. The case required far
more treatment, and he proposed to have the

all the townspeople had a right to be received
gratis. Ie was physician there, he said, and
he could promise that she would be perfecrly
well cared fur. But, to our great astonishment,
the pastor's widow positively refused; she
could not venture into such a large house,could
not endure to be amidst numbers—impossible
to live in & large room where there was no rest
or sleep day or night: a little room wassuch 2
comfort in sickness. We all tried to overcome
Ler objections, told her a few hours would
reconcile her to the change, and vaunted the
comforts of the institution,—evea Lisette, the
lady’s maid, taking a lively part in the argu-
ment, for she feared ber mistress's kindness
would give ber sore trouble.

The good soul knew and felt that this repug-
nance of hers must strike us all as childish
and unreasonable, and therefore her agitation
became very great, when all at once the she-
riff’s lady interposed :

¢ Never mind, my dear madam, don't distress
yourself; there is no necessity for anything ot
the kind. I can easily understand your liking
better to be alone than with a dozen others:
when yon want to sleep, somebody else is sure
to begin coughing. I should feel just the same.
We shall be sure to find a good nurse.”

The doctor was not one of those who are
incapable of placing themselves in another
person’s situation, auvd get angry at the least
difference of opinion, but he was foud of a
joke, and often tried to conceal his tender-
heartedness in this way.

« Very well, my good lady, I have not
another word to say. Iam not sucha brute
as to interfere between lovers. If only we get
Mrs. X. (he meant we) to look about for us,—
she knows everybody, and bas an eye in all
directions,—depend upon it we shall get a
suitable nurse.”

« Thapk you for your confidence in me,’
said I ; and the thing was settled. I went off
to seck a nurse, who was, in the first instance,
to call upon the doctor for further instructions,
and the lady undertook to sit with the patient
in the meantime.

Thus, then, a so-called accident had brought
together, and into friendly relation, persons
who else would never have known each other;
and but for it I should have been poorer in kind-
1y momorics and rich in prejudices.

The consequences of the accident were far
more serious than the woman atfirstanticipated.
The human frame is pretty much like & bottle
of wine, which will keep clear and beautiful to
the eye for years and years if you let it stand
undisturbed, but & rude sheke or two will so
completely change its aspect, youwould hard-
1y believe it was the same wine, nor will it soon
clear again. And, in the same wsy, let an
clderly person, who bas longled a quict uniform
life, meet with any outward accident that
shakes the frame and changes the course of
habit, ten to one some lsteat mischief will de-
velop itself, so that the original accident be-
comes a secondary thing, and not unfrequently
results in death. The widow Lad hoped to bo
up and about in the course of the next week,
but she was sadly mistaken ; had to put off ber
hope from week to week, and meekly, though~
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with many a sigh, to resign it as the week
came round. The injuries would not heal
properly ; the limbs seemed to lose their power,
and by degrees a gencral debility set in. The
doctor did what he could, but gradually took
to an ominous shake of the head. The nurse
was very kind; I had been fortunate in my
choice ; not only was she skillful in ber oftice,
but she got fond of the invalid, who suffered so
patiently, never ordered her about, but humbly
asked for what she absolutely required, and as
much as possible respected her sleep.

But, however, the nurse could not give up
her whole time to one patient ; she had several
valuable clients whom she could not afford to
lose, and therefore arrangements had to be
made to prevent the invalid being left alone.
The Sheriff’s lady and myself, between us, con-
trived that the solitary intervals should be
very short indeed, and I must say that it was
this lady who took the greater part of the re-
sponsibility, and that not by sendirg Lisette
or any other deputy, but in her own person.
Nay, even when she knew that I was there,
she would come down with her work ; and help
to while the time away; and when I admired
her industry—just as though she had to work
for a living—and vowed it put me to the blush,
she would reply, I bave been used to it from
wy childhood ; my mother never allowed any
one to beidle. Every respectable lady worked,
she would say ; it is only raw, underbred girls
who did nothing.”

Whatstruck us most of all about our widow
was her entire and singular isolation. She
asked for no one, sent to summon no one, nor
were any inquiries made for her. Her bird
seemed ber only friend, and he would go on
ruthlessly chirping till he got to her ; and no
lettuce leavessecemed thoroughly to please him
but those he pecked from her band. I must
also except the market-women, who were great-
Iy surprised at her absence, and expressed much
concern when they heard of her accident, and
sometimes scat her presents; and here and
there one gave me a flower, another an apple,
to take to her, saying they had put them aside
expressly for her, krowing them to be favour-
ites. The example being once set, so many
came {ooffer me similar tokens of remembrance,
that I should have wanted & maid to carry
them ; but I begged that they would not all
give at once, but from time to time send a little
nresent to the poor lady, who would not be
among them again, I feared, for & long time, if
ever. But, to be sure, the ecstacy of delight
was to the good soul to think of being re-
membered ; and then the beauty of the apples!—
i short, every time I took her anything she used
to cry with sheer bappiness. So childish a
spirit] never had met with in all my life. And
what a precious treasure this childlike spirit is,
the world little understands ; 'tis one that passes
undéerstanding, like thepeace of God.  The so-
called happiness that most of us are chasing,
steays beyond the confines of both these, and
15 nothing but a will-o'-the-wisp or a haunting
spectre.

It will be easily understood that we wished
to know whether she had any relations or
friends whom she would like to apprise of her

-zondition ; but we were afraid of asking ler
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abruptly, for fear she might fancy we wanted
to get rid of our relations to her. To our in-
dividual inquiries on this head she replied,
that she had no one but the guardian of the
Orphans’ Institute who knew her at all, and she
would gladly let him rest as long as ever she
could. Not that he was ill-intentioned, but a
rough over-bearingman who could not tolerate
the least opposition to his will ; and would, if
put out, run on as though life and death were
in his hands. She actually trembled in speak-
ing of him, but what was her consternation
and alarm when she found out that this said
despotic guardian was my own cousin. I had
all the work in the world to compose her, and
convince her that I was in no way offended. [
was fond of my cousin, indeed, but far too well
accustomed to his infirmity to mind it being
commented on or laughed at.

He was a man of the old-fashioned stamp,
honourable and upright in grain, and in
private matters gentle and pleasant enough ;
but once let him get on official ground, and
clouds of majesty encompassed him aboui;
contradiction was high treason; he became
harsh, haughty, magisterial ; in short, 1 could
well understand the impression he had made
on the quict widow, though I wondered how
the two had chanced to come in contact.

Everything combined to make me anxious to
raise the curtain of her past, and to learn how
she could possibly be the lonely creature she
was. But it was not I alone who felt this
curiosity; the sheriff’'s lady shared it to the
full. One day I met her outside the room, and
she began :

“ Do tell me whether you really know as
little as 1 do about the history of our good
widow ; [ would give anything to have some
insight into it.  She keeps it as close as a sit-
ting hen does her eggs, and never makes the
least allusion to it, which increases my wonder.”

¢« Just so with me,” replied I.

¢ Now look here,” she went on ; “you are a
person of courage and resolution; do devots
this afternoon to finding ont. It is such
thoroughly bad weather, that we are sure that
no onc will disturb us, and ’tis just the time
for listening to & story, and she isso kind I
don't think she will refuse ; and whatever she
tells us, she can trust us to keep to ourselves.”

So I consented ; and as soon as we were both
comfortably seated and the knitting going on,
I began :

¢ What would you have said, Mrs. —, if I
had brought my cousin in hLere 10 see you ? I
stumbled upon him almost at your door, and
bad half 2 mind to tell him be was but a sorry
guardian after all, and looked very ill after his
ward ; what a face to be sure he would have
pulled 1"

But 1 soon rcpented of my mischievous
speech, it threw the poor soul into such 2 state
of alarm.

& Qh ! she cried, ¢ if only I may be spared
that! I do belicve if I were to see bim suddenly
look in, the shock would kill me. What things
he would say to me for not having announced
my illness to him, and for refusing to go to the
bospital ; he would bave me carried off there
upon the spot.”

After we had quicted and comforted her as
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well 22 we could, I went on to beg that she
would tell us why she bad such & dread of the
worthy guardian, and also to give us some
insight into her past life; we knew nothing
about her but her name; and in our town the
custom was to get full possession of a person's
family bistory as far back as their grand-
parents before we could feel acquainted with
themn. At first she excused herself on the score
of having really no history to tcll.

%0 dear! what should T find sworth your
hearing 27 she said. * How could such zn
insignificant creature as I am have met with
anything remarkable? You could only fall
aslecp over my story.”

When we told her that this fact alone, of her
knowing no one, and sceming to have dropped
down out of the sky, was in itself truly
remarkable, she said it was perfectly natural.
She did not belong 10 our town, hut to—;
and so she suddenly found herself launched
upon her history: and once fairly off, she
forgot hier scruples.”

#* Whea I was young,” she began, ¥ 1 little
thought of cver becoming = citizen of B—m-.
But, begging your parden, it is not all geld
that glistens. 1 belonged to anc of the small
towns in which, as the proverb says. you may
pour out 2 quart of cream at the higher gate
and gather it agaia at the lower without losing
a drop. My father was the gate-keeper, and
had besides to look after the town clock, and
tosee that it kept good time. It was an impor-
tant post, but a difficult one too, for the clock
was old and had a trick of standing; and if
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turn out the most interesting part of her story,
and therefore we never ceased begging and
coaxing till she began again. * One day—
one day "—but she stammered over it a good
deal, and it was some time before we could get
her fairly started.

# One day, then—it was on & Thursday, and
getting on to cvening—a short gentleman
| made his fappearance in my little shop, and
! inquiread for tinder. I served him as I should
any onc else; he was 2 long time in choosing.
I gave him my advice, and at length he went
off without my thinking norc about him than
that he was a kind-mannered gentleman, had
a lovcly voice, and no doubt sang well. I
wished 1 could hear him.

“ The next Monday he again appeared sud-
denly before e, and quite startled me, for I
had cntirely forgotten him. He was full of
praiscs of the tinder, and irnquired whether we
hiad tobacco as well, his being nearly done. [
i said we bad, and as ke bad been so much
! pleased with the tinder, he said he might trost
{ usasto tobacco, and I had to put him up asmall
; parcel, which I did in fear and trembling, lest
: he should not approve it. At last Monday
:
1
i

;
|
|
|
i

came again, and he too, saying he bad never
bought any tobacco so good as ours;strange to
say ; but it was not always the largesoshops
that had the best things, and in futurc he
should get everything he could from us. 1
did not know what to say in reply, and but

{ that he spoke so kindly, I should bave thought
hic was surely laughing at us.

t “In the cvening 1 told my father that a

my father did not find this ont at once, the | gentleman had been to the shop, who meant
mayor, or the lawyer's lady, or some other of | always to buy his tobacco from us. I should
the first quality in the little town were surc to { like to know his name. Whea my father had

be down upon him, and send him flging off
with 2 threat that if the time were not better
looked after, = change wonld have tobe made.
Just under the gate my father bad sct up alitile
stiop, both asa source of profitand amusement.
There the very best matches were to be had, as
well as other things,—1tobareco, for inclance,

and coffee ; and in winter, walnuis and chest- |

nuts to.  Mix fatker wwas a widower, and had no
child but me, nor conld hie afford to keep a
maid. My father was not onc of those whe
fuss themselves about time. He ate bis dinner,
whea it was ready, and did not expect it to
be alwars to 2 minute, like the lawyer's ady,
with her jwinted noss.

wmeet, but 1 was contented. It never eecuined
1 wme that we were ladly off, and the Sondays
were always beautifal days. There was chinrch

in the morning, and lime for the mast delight-

fal meditations; and when Monday cawr, 1
began to look forwward to the next Sunday.
Axnd go [ lived an, quite happr, though quictly
ra, | had, indeed, very few plagicllowe, and
was genenrally at home when there was more
than cnoagh todo; bhat my father was vy
kind 1o e, and what betler did | want? To
e sure, 1 had my tronbles every now and
then,—il & flower | was fond of died, or oy
fatker Fave e slight reprool.  One day—
but really 1 do not know how o tcll you this
paty, I mest skip this” wid the old Jady,
positively dloshing.

Bat we were well aware that this wosld

I ofich was mather |
Ferplexed what to do 1o make the two ends |

i asked what he was like, and heard that he
i always appeared on a Monday, i pronounced
; that it must be the Helmsvale curate; who wag
, in the habit of coming to town on that day, and
¢ got laugked at because ke always bought a
! small bottle of some stomachic clixir at _ll:‘c
; apotheeary’s. [t mademe very angry, to thick
that people should laugh at so kind a geatle-
* man, and next time he came 1 was the more
; attentive, because I &It sorry for him. e
: chatled, loo, longer than usual; and when 1
; called him Reverend Sir, scemed pleased at
* my knowing who he was  He told me that
1 Monday afiernoon was the only time he had fer
: recreation; carly on Tuesday he kad to set 1o
¢ work again studyiag for the following Sunday
# Xow, then T beeame fonder than ever of
: the Sanday, because Monday came next. Al
i the week throsgh 1 used to think, * Oh, if
» Nonday was bat keve?  Bat I was always in
j great alarm lest my father should send me out
* on a Monday afternoen, and the carate find no
. ont in the shop, and so buy his tobacco clse-
! where.
+ Qo onc occasion, just as he had pocketed
t his purchases, 2 sudden snow-storn came on.
+ 1t got quite dark, and the spow blew in at the
1 dooz, to that I could do nothing butghut it to
. apd ask him o step into oar room, for, with
the deor shatl, we conld hardly have taracd
tonrd in the listle shop. As it he was
covered with snow, and I should have liked to
have shaken it of, bat did not, out of respect.
‘ “ From that Ume we got on more fricndly

b1
]
[
x
ki
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terms,and be used to come, ot only into the shop,
but the room, to have a look at the rose-trec.
My father thought a great deal of him, both be-
cause it was an honour to be on familiar terms
with the clergy, and because he listened so
patiently to my father’s droll stories, and would
laugh at them heartily, which was a new thing
to my dear father, who bardly ever met with
anyonc who had not heard them before; and
hie would say, ¢ Such gentlemen are not often
to be met with in our part of the country;
things would go on better if there were more
like him.'

¢ Now people even began to tease me about
a love affair. I looked upon it mercly as onc
of their customary jokes, and laughed with
them. Alll feared was, that the curate might
come to hear of it, and get his tobacco else-
where, which would have been a loss any wary,
particularly to my father, who so cnjoyed a
taltk with him.”

At that we both smiled, and the sheriff's lady
said,

% Bat you, my dear madam, would you not
Liave been grieved, too, if the curate bad left off
his visits 7

¢ No doubt Fshould, afterwards,” she replied,
“but I was not conscious then of my own real
feclings. To be sure, I used to think whata
finc position o pastor’s wifc had : how she
could bave hier own way in house and garden,
and go about her parish like 2 queen amongst
the other women, particularly if she had such
a good, learned gentleman for her hushand as
the carate was. But that such good fortunc
could cver fall to me didn't enter ny head, nor

did he give mc any room for thinking of it f

He was not onc of the young gentry, who pay
compliments to cvery girl they meet. Nothing
of the Kind cver passed his lips ; he was kind,
but grave; aliays called me Miss Sasan ; never
shook hands with me; never spoke of settling,
or of fature prospects, or bhragged about khis
sermons ; only sighed sometimes over his dif-
ficulty in composing them.”

¥ Those men are the most dangerous of ail,
my dear ladyr,” 1 broke in; @ they only humble
themselves that ther may be praised by others.”

# No, indeed no; that he never did ; hic was
far too sincere for that ; he was not like folks
now-a-days. And it would have done him no
good cither. 1 conld not Lave praised him,
nar should I like to have told him what peo-
Ple said ; that they were getting mather tived of
him at Helmseale : hie had been there so loag

i

|
f
i
.
i
i
i
i
H

~—not that there was mach 0 find famlt with,

cither, except that he was so short in stature,
# Bat oae Monday came and did not bring

169

things all eut of tle way, and to have time
to—rwell, I will not say dress myself a little,
my father would have given me a proper lec-
ture for that—but at all events it could do no
harm if I gave my face an extra wash, and
chanced to put on the handkerchief thatl wore
on Sunday.

¥ As we were in the middle of our dinner, a
knock came to the door, which indeed often
happened, for people had a tway of leaving
things under our care, and my father calied
out, * Come in.” And in came~—his reverence
the curate. Perhaps we had heard that he
had beenappointed to the living of Grenethiel ?

# No, indeed ; and very Kind we took it of
the reverend geotleman that he should take
the trouble of announcing this to us himself.
But there was mor2 to come, which quite over-
whelmed both my father and me. He went on
to ask me in marriage, and dwelt so beauti-
fully on his being an orphan, and alone in the
world, and that he wanteda wife to be o
father, mother, and all in all to him, that T can't
help crying to this very day when I think it
over. Then he told how that he thought he
had found all he wwanted in me, in such a way
that my father wept out loud like a child, so
that I did not know whether he was pleased
or not ; and when he ceased speaking, neither
of us could answer him 2 word. And thus I
a poor gate-keeper's daughter, was to become
a pastor’s wife, and a citizen of B— —! It was
too much for my head to take io: it did not
scem teal. 1 felt as if in o dream.

“\Iy father was the first to get the use of his
tongue, and he weat on about the honour and
our poverty, and I, in my confusion, murmured
something about net leaviag my father, for
how conld the shop be carried on without me.

# Then came the best of all. ¢ If that was all
the objection Miss Susan had to make;” he said,
*hie had anticipated it, and could, he thougit,
overcome it.  He wasabout to propase that my
father should live with us; it would be o great
benelit to him if hie conld make up his mind ta
do so. There was glcbe land with the parson-
age that ke should not know what to do with;
he did not understand coantiy pursuils, and
my father did most theroughiy, he kaew, and
co::l('! thierefore be of the grealost assistance to
him.

# Tire next morning the news was all over
the town, and before noon our own pastor
came to tell iy father that, having heard such
a repott. e felt it his dutyr o come and warn
him of i, and he sincerely regretted that Ius

© daughier should have been so indiserect as to

¥

him, and wailing and watchiag were allia .
vain ; the whole week throsgh net 2 creatare

came from ilvimsvzle from wham T might in-
quire wheiher the comtr was sick.  To I sure,
ke bad missed one Manday bafore, bat thea be

had 10} me of it beforekand, and takea two |

acketsof Wohacea., Al this wasaleag week,
indecd, and my father and 1 did nothiag but
wander what had happmned to kim, The fal.
towing Moadar the weather seas o dreadful
that we decided he never cavld come.  How-
o3¢t on the more chanee, 1 thonght Twonld
make it twelve oclock, a little easlier than
wsual, $0 ag to pel ost diaact well oTer and

carTy on a flirtation with 2 curale. Then my
father teplicd that I had done nathing of the
kind, bat that the camate had brea appointed

1o a living, and Rt quite unexpectediy T had

Wecomeengaged to him vestenday.  Uvarminis-
ter would not Ielieve i3, and thought we had
mislaken jerl for caracst . bat whea he was
really canvinced, be wiched me grace to profit
by wmr good foriaae,  Rat 1 was euil, he said,
far Ttem being qualified far gach a position,
and gladir wosld ke lead me all the assistance
e conld, and I mighi come to his honse when-
ever [ iiked. e added that, be mast say I
never shosld haveexpeeted sach a2 thing: batn
was rwe enongh. Ual el water tuns docp,
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You can easily imagine the noise it made in
our little town ; but no one scemed to grudge
me my happiness, not even those at the par-
sonage, where there were seven daughters.
Eversbody was kind to me, and seemed to
think that my good fortune was an honour.

“T had to go over to B——, where I had
never been before. It was a grand day for me,
and I enjoyed it much, only with fear and
trembling. He led me everywhere by the hand,
else Ishould never have had courage to walk
about; and it was & great relief to me when we
left the gates behind us. I was so afraid we
should lose our way, and not get home again,
though he kept assuring me be knew all the ing
and outs from his childhood, and could find any
given house with his eyes bandaged.

# The following day was the most important
in my life; it was that on which our banns
were given out, and we went to church to-
gether.  Afier that we were busy, indeed. My
father was resolved to leave none of our poor
furniturg behind. What we bad, he said, we
nced not buy, and that was money saved at
all esents: added o which, under hisauspices,
the curate bought some very nice things; and
a3 to presents, I had so many I was quite
ashamed. It scemed rhe whole town wanted
to shart in setting us up. I never could have
belicved people had been so fond of us. At
first we thought we had better not have all our
cficets carried to the parsonage at once, but
my father decided that the sight of such a load
would inspire the parishioners with respect,
and went with it a day before, to get all ready
for us. The next morning we got quictly
marricd, and that evening arrived at the par-
sonage.

% That was a day of which I can say little
more than that I did not know if I was stand-
ing upon my head or my heels. I was so full
of jjoy and humility, that [ did not speak a
dozen words throughout its course. I scemed
to float in rapture and joy incexpressibie, and
could only thank those who greeted mec, with
tears.

¢ Qur new pastor's wife is still quite a
child,’ the villagers said ; ¢ but she is one of
the children who will turn out a good kind of
womau; she has no pride’” Oh, no, indeed,
I was not proud : I only felt that IHeaven had
opened and taken me in.

# Many langlel at us, no doubt, but wo

were not aware of it. Aad then we, especially
my husband, has such a genuine goodwill to
alt men, that the laughter soon died down,
and it was allowed that hc was onc of the
right sort, and would help every one if he
conld. But it was wmy father wio was the |
most looked up to. lHc had just the proper .
scelferespect; st quite at his case in our
mayors company, and had always pleaty to

talk of, as well as plenty to do; for our

glebe, and especially our orcliard, kept his ,
hands fall. We lived very much to ourselves. ,
The village was remole: nor had we wuch ,
intercourse with the other pastors round ; my

Lkushand was shy, and I still more so. I can

quile understand that we were of little value

in socicly; fory if not stwpid, we could not :
prove ourselves the reverse; but we were none
the less happy for that. My husband with his o

. wex

-
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flock, my father with his fields, and I with my
garden—the narrower our interests, the more
engrossing they secmed, and the joy of one
was shared by the other two. And our joys
were new, day by day ; cach season brought
baskets full, and we were like children in our
delight over our crops; more particularly my
husband, who had been brought up in the
town, and now for the first time experiencing
the charms of a country life, felt as if new-
born. And in addition to this came the sense
of being independently respected and beloved.
But indeed he was so good and sodear in every
way, that it is not to be told; and often he
declared that he had never believed any human
bclitgg could be so blest, and least of all him-
self.

f*Nor was my father less bappy tban my
husband : and morcover he ascribed all our
prosperity to his own efforts. We should see,
he said, how differently things would go on
but for him; we were but a foolish inexperien-
ced pair, and had no idea of management;
and we fully believed him. We both felt that
we were blest far above our deserts, and
indeed I was so childish that I often felt quite
ashamed of it, and almost sad in the conviction
that it could never last. For small as our
income really was, our wants being still less,
we always feit ourselves to have all and
abound, and I do not believe o happier house-
hold could have been found then ours for many,
many a year.

# The first blow was my father’s sudden
death. Hec had retained his energies so com-
pletely that we never thought of losing him.
e made a sad gap in our life; we missed
him in every way. And then we had no child-
ren, and began to feel a conscienticus scruple
in living so completely to ourselves, while
others were oppressed by family cares. We
thought God meant us to” come to this conclu-
sion, and had sent my father’s death to point
us to it. Then we were childishly delighted
to find a little orphan, to whom we both took
—a lovely boy, with light curling hair; and
we rejoiced in the thought of bringing him up
well—the more so, that he came of & very wild
stock. We got inexpressibly fond of the
child; hic was our little idol; never off the
lap of onc or the other, and allowed to hiave
his own way in cverything. Yes, indeed, we
forgot our garden and our orchard in cur
new {reasure; he might pull dur best apples,
or knock off the heads of our pretticst fow-
ers ; we could not make up our minds to thwart
him, though we lookeq on in sorrow and dis-
may. We thought that hic oaly bebaved so i3
because he knew no better; and would get
more manageable by-ana-by.

' But no, on the contrary, ¢ grew worse
and worse, tude, and more defiant. Do what
we would we could not clicit & spark of love
or a trace of sorrow. Ie was a tyrant to all
other children in the village, and brought down
much censure upon us for our bad bringing
up of him; in shor., he was n heart-bresk to
us every way ; but we reflecied thateach human
bring must bave bis portion of sorrotw, and
that it behoved us to bear it patienly.

* God kuows what would hiave become of us
all at Iast if our dear Lord bad not mercifaliy
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<aken matters into his own bhand. IHe re-
wmoved the boy out of our keeping ; sent his
angel, Death, to bring him away to himself.
The poor fellow showed a much better spirit
during his illness ; we thought bim really im-
proved, and fervently did he implore that he
might be spared. But at length we came to
seec that he only humbled himself under the
Lord’s hand during his hour of suffering; that
if he had got well and been committed to our
management oance more, he would hava been
just the same ; and our comfort was that God
had not allowed him to relapse into evil, but
had ecalled him away when his heart was
softened, and he wished to improve. We under-
stood at last how gracious God had been in
frecing us from a sclf-imposed responsibility.
He gave us no children. He knew our hands
were too weak to rule them. Why should we
hiave tried to be wiser than He, and to under-
take duties He had not imposed? For all that
lic would not suffer a soul to be lost through
our folly. The boy was not left to grow
mature io sin or to die hardened, nor we to the
agonizing conviction of his spiritual ruin lying
at our door.

# This was our season of bitterest trinl, and
taught us to feel the incompleteness of this
world. After it was over, our days again
flowed on peacefully and lovingly, each brought
some good and most sweet joy. We beecame
very skillful in the cultivation of fruit and
vegetables, and our garden supplicd half our
neighbours.

# And su it was, thata long series of years
glided away, und we were already getting old,
when my husband suddenly died. This blow
1 had never thought of.  le had not been laid
up at all, and scarcely scemed less well than
usual. He was always rather given to doctor-
ing himeelf, probably because he had been
delicate from childliood, so that it scemed a
thing of course that he should be slightly ailing,
and a little more or less was not easily observed.
It was a thunderbolt out of a cloudless sky
wiien I so suddenly lost him. Then Idiscovered
the whole extentof my love forhim : that 1 had
lived, as it were, in his life for nearly forty
years : thathebad been my fathier, wy husband,
my child—my all!  And yetat first T could
not estimate all that was buried in his grave.
The village had become my world: | kaew
of none outside it. Al my hope and consola-
tion would have been in remaining there, with
1wy dear trees, near my church, near his grave.
The sinallest room would have been enough for
me, aud 1 kaew of onc that suited perfectly.
We had never saved any money ; true, we had
spent little on oursclves; but that people were
aware of, and therefore they required more, and
we both were fond of giving, and $o nothing
could be put by. But when cverything was
sold, there was a small sum left ; and besides
I liad a claimon two widows' funds, and there-
forc hoped to bic able to live on the proceeds.
Bat thc gentleman in office would not hear of
it. He told me plump and plain that I wasa
stupid womnn, and did not understand the case,
and that whea I had removed from the parson-
age, and had everything to buy, 1 should hiave
great difficully in getting on; whereay, if 1
lived At B—— there wese civil rights that I
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could have the benefit of. But I thoughtI
should have died at the very idea of moving,
and therefore had the courage to oppose him.
*Very well, try it)’ said he ; ¢ we shall soon see
who is right.

“ Alas! he was right; but I will not go
over all my sorrowful experience of how much
kindness and consideration for me was buried
in my busband's grave. I had to write and
tell the guardian I could not make the two
ends meet ; to which hereplied, ¢ of course not,
and he would look me out a lodging in B——.
Ah! that was a season of weeping, and the
consolations of my ncighibours, about the fire-
wood gratis, and other perquisites, only made
me more wretehed. I began to fancy they
were tired of me, and were glad I was going
away, which distressed me bitterly, vet made
my nerves casier.  When at length the parting
came, my beart nearly broke. The trees were
all in full blossom, but many eyes, 100, were
wet, and many an old woman said tome: ‘I
shall not know what to do with myself when
you arcgone. Here we shall never mecet rgain,
but please God we shall elsewhere, and per-
haps before long. I am breaking every day,
and you are dreadfully pulled down of late)

# Aud now I found myself in a broad stony
street, and knew no one but the guardian of
thewidow and orphan’sfund ; and if 1 chanced
to sce him, I always felt as if he were the bear
out of the pit coming to devour me. It was
ungrateful of me, too, for he had cared for me
like 2 father~—had taken this room, and put all
I wanted into it, and at the same time admo-
nished mesharply not to become a uscless gad-
about, as most of the pastors’ widows who
came to I did. Alas! e meant well,
bat he little knew how wide of the mark he
was. Timid by nature, and made more so by
sorrow, [ never made an acquaintance—nay; at
first I never ventured out of my room, saw no
trees, no flowers, hicard no song of birds. (
learnt then what is meant by dying of depres-
sion—of the fecling that you are forsaken by
every living being, are nothing to aaybody in
all the world, made to live on without sympa-
thy and without affection.

© And so for some terrible weeks I did live,
and should soon have died, but that God in
mercy put it into my head to bring some living
thing or other into my room. @ ventured as
far as the market, and all at once found myself
restored to a familiar world. I was acquainted
with cverything in the stalls, and accustomed
to speak to country women. I houghta few
flower-pots, and next my little bicd, and later
took to going daily to the market. That was
my life, and when I got accustomed to walking
abiout 1 soon found other places where I could
cnjoy trees and flowers, especially the beautiful
churchyard and pleasurc-gardens outside the
town, where noone goes on working days. And
so I gradually gotreconciled to the town, but {
made no acquaintance cxcept the market-
women, who were always kind to me.

% And so Ilived n quict, happy life here,
such a5 I did not believe it possible 0 know
ageain: and if cver I #¢ll into low spirits, my
little bird would come and peck at me tll {
began to play with him. Then, I found my
money go much further than in the country,
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for no one ever asked me for anything, so that
sometimes I am ashamed of spending all upon
myself, and think anxiously how Ishall answer
when God asks me what I have done for the
poor. I have to confess to the guardian
whenever he brings me my money, that I am
far better off here than in Helmsvale. Ie never
lets me off. He is a worthy man, but when I
see him I never can help thinking of the bear
in the pit. Unce he invited me to dinner, but
| am sure we were all equally glad when it was
over. His wife is & smart, talkative lady, and
[ don’t believe T got out ten words; and once
back in my little room, I felt exactly as though
I had been in the bear's den, and unexpectedly
got ont alive. 1 never was so stupid in my
life. Itisto be hoped they won't judge the other
pastors’ widows by me; it would be wronging
them greatly. But, I am thankful no other

invitations ever came, and I went on living in |

my quict way, and very grateful for it to (iod,
till He was pleased to visit me with this trial,
and I found out that I could no longer get on
alone; and now how grateful to Him onght J
not to be for having sent me his good angels in
my hour of need.”

Such was the widew’s tale, but not told in
the course of one afternoon, for talking tired
her, and yet it did her good.  In her intensely
quict life she had garnered up much of thought
and feeling, of which she was scarcely con-
scious. Her heart was ever-full : our sympathy
unlocked it, and it cvidently cheered and
refreshed her to tell us what she had experien-
ced.

But she grew more and more fecble. 1 think
hers was naturally a very fragile constitution ;
healthy so long as day passed after day in the
same quict uniformity, but incapable of sustain-
ing a sudden shock. Perbaps, too, there may
hava been some latent constitutional disease,
which the accident rapidly brought to 2 crisis.

She lived on a little while, but it seemed as
if her lifc were all spiritunl.  She expressed
herself far more fervently.  Her feelings
appeared more lively than in the first part of
her illness. She spoke much of making a little
journey to Helmsvale when she recovered.
She bad such an intense longing after her be-
loved husband's grave, and she should like too
to sec how the trees hiad grown in the parsonage
orchard, and whether there were any persons
left who still remembered her. When1 brongit
her home 2 present from any of the market-
women, she still showed all a child's delight,
and would almost weep for joy. Butgradually,
indeed, they ceased to remember her in the
market. Everything gets forgotten at last;
only to prevent her finding it out, I went on
bringing her little gifts, as if from the women
themselves, and cach of them was a solace to
her spirit.

Tt was the will of the Lord that she should
die. Onc morning, just as the sun began to
£ild her little room, she gently slipped away,
without cven one deep-drawn breath; the bird
alone, who wassitting on her pillow, witnessed
her departure, fluttered wildly about her head,
perched on her shoulder, sang as loudly as he
could, as though he would waken her, aud
when he could not waken her drooped his wings
and sat dull «nd listless n the same place

THE PRESBYTERIAN.

without moving. Ina few hoursall his feathers
looked rough, aud in the evening when we were
going to put him to roost as usual, we found he
was gone to roost for ever; he lay dead on her
shoulder where in life he had sat so constantly ;
he had followed bis kind mistress; he could
not endure to be without her loving care for a
single day. It is but seldom man so cliags to
man. We miss and mourn each other, indeed;
but hearts are not often torn to bleeding, to
say nothing of their breaking outright.

Well, her loss left a large gap in my life,
too; a gap such as I seldom experienced, and
for which my cousin, the guardian, took me
severely to task. Me could not, he said com-
prehend my grieving thus after her: wé were
in no way related ; not even in the same social
circle; our acquaintanceship had not lasted
for many months, therefore my depression was
not natural, but affected, abnormal, sentimen-
tal: all the board of guardians of the orphan
institution considered it in that light, and had
Qdiscussed it with great disapprobation.

As the Pastor’s Widow had no relations, no
one took any notice of her death, but the said
board, who exactly filled the mourning-coach
that followed her coffin.  Thus, her departure
made no stir on earth: was passed over in
utter silence. But so much greater was the joy
in heaven of the angels who had long known
and loved her, when she came to join them,
and with them to bless and praise the Lorg,
as only they who are pure in heart may.

DEAN RAMSAY'S SECOND LECTURE ON
PREACHING AND PREACIIERS.

On Friday weck, Dean Ramsay delivered his
second and concluding L.ecture on # Preaching
and Preachers” before the members of the
Philosophical Institution, in Queen Street Hall.
The Hall was again crowded from floor to ceil-
ing, and the lecture was listened to by the
andichee with evident pleasure, and was fre-
quently applauded during delivery. The follow-
ing is an abridged report of the lecture :—

ANECDOTE AS TO SLEEPING IN CHURCHL

Before I commence my second lecture 1 wish
to mention that, since the first lecture was de-
livered, I havereccived letters from the country
from persons who have espressed a kind in-
terest in our subject, and who, although
strangers to myseif, have suggested anccdotes
illustrative of the various topics which have
been taken up in reference to preaching and
preachers.  One anccdote I cannot resist re-
peating, as it bears so directly upon once of our
divisions of the last lecture—rviz., upon that of
sleeping in charch ; for it shows a delicacy
and an address in a minister’s mode of dealing
with this somewhat difficult question that has
taken my fancy. My correspondent is a grand-
son of the late Rev. James Bonnar of Auchter-
muchiy, of the Relief Kirk, who was cminent
as a preacher, and noted in his day for some
of those little eccentricities which have dis-
appeared from our modern pulpits. He was
one day preaching in Kettle, in Fife, for his
friend the Relief ininister thereof. It wasa
very warm day, the church closely packed, the
occasion the Sunday following Communion.
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He observed with some annoyance many of the
congregation nodding and slecping in their
pews whilst he was preaching. Re took his
measures accordingly, and introduced the word
“ hyperbolical” into bhis sermon ; then he
paused, and said—* Now, my friends, some of
Yyou may aot understand this word * hyperboli-
cal’—I'll explain it. Suppese I were to say that
the whole congregation in this church were |
asleep at the present time, I would be speak- *
ing hyperbolically, because (looking ronnd) I
don’'t believe much more than onc-kalf of you
are sleeping.” The effect was inst~atancu.
Those who were nodding recovered themselves
and nudged their siceping neighbours, and the ;
preacher went on 25 if nothing had happened. |

THE MEDLEVAL PREACHERS.

The class of preachers of whom [ have next
to give some account, according to our third
ditision, 1s the medioeval preachers—that is, .
preachers who flourished in the Middle Ages,
and who followed the writers, say, of the tifth -
or sixth centuries—a class of preachers, in-
cluding a large number of divines of whose
works some poriions have been transiated and
published, bat of which many remain in MX. de-
posited in our great libraries.  Here the Rev.
Dean enumnerated some of the mediieval preach-
ers, and dwelt upon their searching, scriptural, |
and faathful sivle of preaching.  He then pro-
cecdded to give the following instance of

A CAUTIOUS CODERN PREACUER.

I must eay that thiz bold and faitkful mode
of ccclesiastics in authority trealing in the
Middle Ages with the shoricomings of their
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bretbren in the ministry, contrasts favourably
with 4 case of modern times recorded of a visi-
tation discourse preached before Bishop North of
Winchester—a dark and dead time for the
Church of England certainly, and a time when
the wempet of the Christian ministry 100 often
wave g very feeble or very uncertain sound, A
clergyman of the diocese was 1o preach before
the Synod, when he chose for his subject the
# Existence of God.” Some of his brethren,
after the meeting, expressed some surprise at
the subject he had chosen, and hinted thatl:-
wight bave found a more edifving topic befor.

such an audience than to enter into the proo:
of 2 truth so clementary as the existence of o
Gad. He must have been semewhat of o
humourist from his answer—* Why,” said he,
= to tell you the truth, it was the only subject
of which I could think where [ was sure not to
have o difference of vpinion.”

JHHN WESLEY.

The name of Wesley natumily becomes as-
soctated in our minds with that of Whiticld.
They are constantiy nained together, but on the
points of clection and freewill they differ as
the Calrinist differs from the Arminian, Wes-
ley's 15 now the greater name.  The followers
of John Wesley. in Eagland, \merica, and
the Colonies, are now counted by millions :
and pany of his printed discourses are able
and powerful sermons.  Une sermon is, indeed,
celebrated. It is an attack upon the extremce
Calvinisitc doctrine of clection and reproba-
tion. Southey, in his life of Wesley, has de-
clared that it is onc of the finest cxamples of
impassioned cloquence in the English language.

Sabbath Beavings.

THE GREAT DISCOVERY.

* He {Andsew) et findeth Lic atwn hrother Simon,
and saith unta lum, We bxave found the Mewaas,
whielt i< being interpreted,  the Chirit. And he
hrought him ta Je<ue | The day following
Jesus wanld go farth into Galilee, and findeth Phalip
and <aith unte him. Follow me. Now Philip was of
Rethaida. the city of Andrew and l'cter  Thilip
Sadetlhi Nathanicl. and <aith unto lum, We have
tound himn of whom Masws i the Law and the 'ro.
phets did write: Jesus of Nazaretl:, the son of Joseph.
~Jokn i. 11, 33, 11, 45.

.2, .~ HAT a2 marvellous portion
s of holy Scripturc is this .
first chapter of the cvangel-
ist Joha! What great and
blessed truths are here pre-
sented to us! It contains
25 the sublimest discoveries.
Its teachings are both doc-
trinal and practical.  First
wec have the fullest and
most distinct statement of the divinity of
our Lord Jesus Christ; and all opposing
criticism here is utterly fecble and power-
less. Then follows the declaration of our
Lord's human nature in conjunction with

‘_.\ ‘)

1t % the word was made flesh and dwele

(tabernacled) amony us"—a term of full
mceaning to the Jew. Agmin, John the Bap-
tist. the foreruuner of the Messiab, is intro-
duced to us.  Already his ministry had
awakened the highest expectations of his
countrymen, but as it held out littie pro-
mise of external glory and national exulta-
tion, the majority of them turned away
disappointed.  Now  John  announces
Jcsus of Nazarcth as the Messiah. and the
form of this announcement is especisily ob-
servable; “ Behold the Lamb of God who
taketh away the siv of the world.” This
is his characteristic designation, the work
for which he was made flesh, and thushe is
spoken of at his first public annunciation.
Some of the disciples of the Baptist hear
their Master's words, and at once attach
themselves to Christ. Two of them seck
s private interview with him, and he gra-
ciously accedes to their wish; and ab !
what cmotions are awakened iz us as we
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think of the converse of those favoured
hours. DBut we may not linger on thisand
the succeeding narratives of the chapter—
narratives as full of instruction as they
are of pictorial beauty. Andrew hastening
to tell his ardent brother, Simon, the won-
drous diosevery he had made, and bringing
him straightway to Jesus: Christ himself]
finding  Philip, and Philip finding
Natbaniel, and the beautiful and most in-
structive episode which deseribes the call
of this guileless Israclite.
what beauty is there in it all! But we
hasten to consider the words of our test—
“We have found the Christ"—and they
may be regarded—

1. As indicating the reward of an care- .
The !

nest and diligent search after truth.
Christ expected, looked for, is found. Is
it not written, “ They who seck (really
seck, not only desire, but seck,) shall find 7%
% Then shall we know, if we follow on to
know the J.ord.” Let a man dig in this
wine, he shall not scarch in vain.
shall be like the suceesstul merchant in the
parable—yca, he shall find great spoil.

God cver reveals himselfto those who hum- |

by, carnestly seck him. It matters not
how lowly they may be ; for remember this
is the peculiarity of divine teaching, and
no other form of knowledize can hoast it.
When the Holy Spirit becomes our teacher,
not only is there infinite wisdom in Himasa
teacher, but he gives understanding to his
pupils to discern that wisdom. Now in
what we here state you have a great prin-
ciple of God’s moral government in connce-
tion with the communication of truth—
a principle very neeessary to enforee; for
are there not some who scem to entertain
the notion that relixton will cometo them
as by mimcle, without the cxereise of a
sinzle faculty or the putting forsh of a
single effort on their part? and, morcover,
do not some really wood people so miscon-
struc the blessed doctrine of divine influence
as to forget altogether that the Spirit of
God works in conncction with means ?
Now, the motives which influence men
in the pursuit of truth ave various. All are
not worthy. Thesc first disciples of Jesus
were the disciples of Johu the Baptist ;
but you may casily mark a difference in
the foilowers of that distinguished man,
typical to a great extent of the relirious
classes of every age.  Some followed John
out of mere idle curiosity.  ITe announced
something new.  And there are always in
the Christian world novelty-hunters. They
inquire for new preachers, new doctrines.

What truth, ,

He!
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There must be something to tickle the
funcy, to gratify the vanity of such men, to
afford food for their criticism. Then there
were those who might listen to John from
motives of self interest, and we know that
in every age that has led men to assume
the garb of religion. Yet again, there
were those who thought of the coming Mes-
siah only in connection with national glory

! and greatness, whose views were material,

and who turned away disappointed from the
prophet’s too spiritual teaching ; types, per-
haps, of those who substitute the pomp,
and ceremony, and circumstance of relision
for that worship which alone is spiritual
and true, and so acceptuble to God. But
there were also those who were under other
and better influences, men apxious to knew
the truth, who sympathized with the spirit-
ual teaching of John, and so were Jooking

seckers, and they found what they sought.

We may learn here the value of religious
instruction rightly reeeived, and that truth
so sought and so used, will marvellously
! develop itself.  We learn this, too, that
diligent  seckers will be great  finders.
. Only let us be sure that we are seckers in
the mine of God's Word, and not in the
rubbish heap of our own notions.

II. Let us look at the special character
of the discovery thus made. What is the
actnal fruit of this true hounest sceking?
What did Andrew find, and what will all
who possess his spirit ulso find? Mo
carthly posscssion, not wealth, ner wealthy
honour—not national glory, the fond dream
of the Jewish patriot—no startling scienti-
fic discovery to tell upon the world’s future
civilization and well doinz.  No ; he found
the Christ, 2 discovery to the unbelicving
Jew then, and to the unbelieving werld
now, of little account ; but, as we know, the
ereatest, the most blessed truth cver re-
vealed to man. Al! what would be the
strange tumultuous thoughts that would,
as it 2 moment, rush into the soul of this
inquiring disciple—Jesus the Messiah, he
that shouid come; for whem we have so
long waited, the Christ of whom Isaiah and
David and all the prophets spake, in whom
all the types are realized. He in whom the
ereat mercy of God 1o the salvation of man
is to be fully developed, the Lamb of God
who taketh away the sins of the world ! It
is not worth while for usnow to inquire, cven
were it possible to do so, how far the views of
this thoughtful disciple (and such Andrew
cspecially was) were more or less clear on
, this great topic. There was incomplete-

i
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» for the Messiah, and of these were the true
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ness about them no doubt. Still he laid
hold upon the great fact that Jesus of
Nazareth was the Messiah, and believed
in him as such. And surely if wehave got at
this truth, we have made the greatest of all
possible discoveries. For observe here—

(1), That our highest desires after truth
are all realized and only realized in Christ.
Let usbesurethat whateverwe have found, if
we have not found Christ, we have as yet
found nothing—nothing that will meet the
urgent neeessities of our souls. The infinite
God has nogreater discovery for man than
this. Happy they who, like Andrew, have
found the Christ, recognised him as the true
manifestation of God, and unhappy they who
rcject him. Yet many are saying, * What
is truth?” and are looking everywhere for
it but in the right quarter. Vain is all
secking clsewhere.  The Jew still secks a
sign, and the Greek wisdom, and yet they
are no nearer the truth.

But (2), it is especially in the sacrifice
of Christ, nis great atoning work, that we
find the fulness of truth. Most striking
surely is the Baptist's announcement here,
“ Behold the Lamb of God.” Nothing is
said here about Christ being a great teach-
er, a great werker of miracles, a bright and
lustrous ¢cxample; but already the desert-
prophet points his finger to Calvary—* Be-
hold the Lamb of God who taketh away the
sin of the world.” Take away or explain
away the doctrinc of the atonemcnt,
Christ’s death a sacrifice for sin, muke it
but a martyr’s death, a gencral expression
of God's love, and I am ready to uffirm
that the doctrine of the cross is literally and
truly foolishness, a thing without meaning,
without saving power. No ; but there, by
faith, we behold him on whom the Lord
hath laid the iniquitics of us all, and in
Jesus made perfect through suffering we
find salvation.

(3). What completencss of blessing there
is found in this discovery. Without morc
fully illustrating this point, just take the
following divine utterance ¢ Christ Jesus
is made unto us wisdom, and rightcousnecss,
and sanctification, and redemption.”

ITI. Observe the principle of faith which
says lay hold upon this, and whose posses-
sion issues in the most blessed results.

(1), It is the power which makes this
discovery a real possession,
receptive faculty of the soul.
absolute nccessity., Bclieve and it shali
be donc unto you. And how powerful the
influcnce of a true faith! Sec it here, over-
coming prejudice, dissipating preconceived

Uence its

' and fondly cherished notions.
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So, too, in
the case of Nathaniel, and more wondrous-
ly still in the case of the Apostle Paul at
his canversion. Reason must argue or
doubt; but faith rises above all these mists
into the clear light of truth. What was
there to distinguish Jesus as he stood
amongst that common multitude? e
was not conspicuous, like Saul, a head :nd
shoulders above bis fellows; his face uid
not shine as that of Moses, no halo of glury
encircled his brow. Ile had a more real
glory indeed, but it was veiled to human
sight. They heard John speak, and they
followed Jesus.  Such was the blessud issue
of a simple faith—a faith which is the re-
sult of divine influence, for the Holy Spirit
isits author. He enlightens, he construins,
he brings the soul to Christ.

(2), A truc faith leads to personal conse-
cration. So Andrew, then Peter, and Philip,
and Nathanacl followed Christ. Their
discipleship was the fruit of their fuith,
Yes; faith—a true genuine faith which
will lead a man to forsake all and tollow
Christ.  Would you know its mighty efii-
cacy, read that glorious epitome of1ts fruits
in the 11th chapter of Hebrews. But faith
is an ever active principle, and it works by
love; and so,

(3), We have here the immediate dis-
covery of this blessed truth to others.
Taith brings others to Christ. ' We believe,
therefore we speak—cannot  but  speak.

'Surc]y a most important lesson is here.

There is something in the very instincts of
our natuie which leads us to proclaim glad
tidings to others; but here is added a yet
higher fecling—love to our fellow-men, to
their souls, and a concern for the Master’s
glory. Taith and love thus co-operating,
will divest the soul of all selfishness and all
narrowncss, and with the energy that knows
no weariness, will men seck to impart the
good they possess to others. And the
spirit of those endowed with these precious
graces, will be as sincere as it is loving, en-
countering objections as Phillip did, when
i he said to Nathanacl, ©“ Come and sce!”
And now there just remains the simple
question which this whole subject naturally
suggests—a question on which depends the
cternal welfare of each o1 ¢ of us—Ilave 7
found the Christ? Is he my Saviour?

Faith is the )

Have I believed and entered into this rest ?
i Have I forsaken all and followed him, and
am I secking to promote his kingdom, bid-
ding others come and sec this great and
glorious sight—the Lamb of God which
taketh away the sin of the worid ?
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CHRIST ON THE CROSS.

b4
With gnef and pain v:ughz,d down,

How scornfully surrounded,

With thorns thine only crown!
How pale art thou with anguish,
With sore abuse and scorn!
How does that visage languish,
Which once was bright as morn!

O Lord of life and glory,

What bliss till now was thioe!
I read the wondrous story,

I joy to call thee mine.

Thy grief and thy compassion
Were all for sinners' gain ;
Mine, mine was the trausgression,
But thine the deadly pain.

What Janguage shall T borrow
To praise thee, heavenly Friend,
For this thy dying sorrow,
Thy pity without cnd ?
Lord, make me thine for ever,
Nor let me faithless prove ;
O let me never, never
Abuse such dying love!

Be near me, Lord, when dying;
O shew thy cross to me;
And, for my succour flying,
Come, Lord, to set me free:
These eyes, new faith receiving,
From Jesus shall not move;
For he who dics belicving,
Dics safely through thy love.



