THE RESURRECTION.

SN0 [Ssepulchre shall be glorious had sung I<aias,
% and the lifeless but divine body of the
Saviour had not long been laid in the fresh

hewn rock when glory was shed around it.
His blessed soul returning from Limbo mid the praises of
the redeemed entered once more its mangled and dis-
. figured habitation, and lo! all is changed! Where there
BE was stilluess, bruises and dereliction, now there is al-
) j§ mighty power, bliss and majesty. Aecording to the
' multitude of mny sorrows in my heart, thy comforts have
given joy to my sonl. Now the floodgates of the God-
Bhcad, which not even in death had departed from soul
br hody, are opened, and that Sacred Humanity living
puce more is bathed in the overwhelming glory of the
flivine perfections. The wmiortal hath put on imwmortality
pnd death is swallowed up in victory. No eye of earth
ould gaze on that vision ; but a reflected ray was caught
by the angel, and forthwith his countenance became as
ightning and his raiment as snow, and the guards, at
he sight of him, were struck with terror aud became as’
flead men. Before the great mystery, though accom-
Rolished on earth, let us adore in silence and admiration, Jor
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if we g‘ive‘expreseion to our joy, let itbe in the words of J§
Mother Church: We give Thee thanks for Thy gren §
glory. . ‘

Nay, we too have our share in the glory of this day. S
1t is the day which the Lord kath made, let us vejoice and
be glad therein for our own sake. It is for evermore Qe

Lord’s day which He hath made for us in place of the S
Jewish Sabbath. The empty elements and symbols of | '
" the Old Law are abolished for the full life of truth and i
grace in the New. Our Life is risen from the sepulchre. [
He rose to-day the first-born of the dead among many S
brethren, that where He is we also may be. To each of §
us in Him the Lord hath said, Thow art my Son, this day B
have I begotien Thee. .

Not only so, but as He died for our sins so He rose for g¥
our justification, to be the exemplar and pattern of our i
resurrection from sin and of that risen life of grace which §i8
is the special fruit of the Paschal sacraments. After the 3
penance of Lent and the partaking of the Redemption, .
we awake on Easter morning the risen life of grace within g
us. Happy we it it bears the characters of the Saviour's: §
if itis Zrue and not apparent; if it is glorious, that as g
Christ is risen from the dead by the glory of the Father, | ‘
so we also may walk in newness of life ; if it is persever il
ing and undying, kuowing that Christ rising again frou ;
the dead d* ¢k now no more. Mother Church bids us to |
reioice and be glad, and to prolong our gladness fo:
forty days, that the joy of the Resurrection be to us : B
source of holiness not less than the fast of the Lente: B
season. "




GROWTH OF PIETY IN THE YOUNG
fI‘HROUGH THE SACRAMENTS.

GENERAL INTENTION FOR MAY.

Named by the Cardinal Proteclor and blessed by the Pope
Jor all the Associales.

SS9 cannot be doubted that the enemy which the
gﬁ @ Church of Christ has to meet at the present day
OTADN is not so much Pilate and the soldiery crucifying
her spouse, as Herod and his satellites seeking

thme of the child. There are indeed countries in which
the faith is openly persecuted unto the shedding of mar-
tyr's blood, but a world- wide battle is raging against her
for the possessiou of the child. Education is the great
question of the day. It is absorbing the deepest thought
of kings and statesmen, of parliaments and churches. The
powers of darkuess in high places are straining their ut-
most to capture the young and strangle in their souls the
supernatural life of faith and Baptism. The universal
tendency is to withdraw the child from the parent, who is
answerable before the tribunal of God for its eternal as
well as temporal welfare, to hand it over to an irrespon-
sible State quite indifferent if not openly hostile to its reli-

[Ty
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gious interests, and, Herod-like, jealous of all Church
influence and interference.

It is not enough that the child be protected from attacks
on its faith, from infidel or heretical books, teachers and
companions, but as the Holy Father teaches in his beauti-
ful Encyclical on the Christian Life, the springtime of its
life must be sown with plenteous seeds of such truth and
virtue as will grow up and ripen into its one immortal and
supernatural destiny. No State education can reach this
end. The life of the child may be taken by a starvir g as
well as a strangling process. There is not a civilized
country to-day but has its system of education sanctioned
by law, and there is scarcely one which does not in prac-
tical working, if not in principle, hamper the pareunt and
the priest in the most important work of the Christian
education of youth. Thus the love of the Sacred Heart is
defeated, and the work for which the Saviour of mankind
gave His life and His blood is thwarted if not frustrated.

State education, however, is not the only daunger lurk-
ing in the path ofthe young. There are besides, examples,
associations, art and literature, amusements and all the
corrupting influences of a civilization gravitating more
and more to pagan ideals.

Yet the Saviour who said for all times: Swuffer little
children lo come unto me, has provided for them a safe-
guard against every snare. Even as His own young life
was preserved by the angel’s whisper to Joseph in hig
sleep, even as the youth of the first centuries of Christian.
ity, exposed as they were to the frightful corruptioi. of
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runedy, even so the young of the nineteenth century can
abide in her protection and eat the fruit of a tree of life
which will preserve the bloom of their spiritual youth
ever fresh and renewed like the eagle's.

We read in Faliola—that beautiful story of the illus-
trious Wiseman, which alone would make good his title
to live in the memory of the Church—how the Christian
vouths of the seconud and third centuries were brought up
not only strong in resisting the temptations to evil that
surrounded themy, but also brave and courageous in seek-
ing and bearing away the martyr's crown. They wafted
every morning to Heaven their petition : Give us this day
® our daily bread, and more than that, they really partook
{ ofthe daily bread which the Heavenly Father has provided
for alt His children in the Eucharistic banquet, and which
the parents of their souls took care to distribute to thim

cach morning before the bread of the body. No wonder
after cating this bread of the strong those y ouths and ten-
der maidens should rise from the banquet like lionms,

R s A

B breathing fire and terrible to the demons; that on the
way to school they should throw away parchments and
B tablets, and run before the tribunals of the tyrant judges
J 10 confess the faith of Jesus, and lay their youthful necks
d on the block and under the axe of the executioner !

l The bread which they partook of, the tree of life within,

)

) strengthened them with heavenly fortitude against every

assault, and conferred upon them the glory of a perpetual
vouth, such as made the inspired Seer exzlaim with ad-

ancient paganism, found in the Church a safeguard and a
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miration : O £ow beauliful is the chasle generation with
glory : for the memory thereof is immortal : becawse it
is known bolh with God and with men.

Modern civilization with its boasted material progress
is lapsing back into paganism,and Jesusreaches forth His
arm once more to draw the child and the youth closer to
His Heart. The icy tracks of the heresy of Jansenius, §
which strove specially to keep away the young from the §§
banquet of the Saviour’s love, are fast melting before the
flame of devotion enkindled by the manifestation of the [
Sacred Heart. The fountains of supernatural life—the B
confessional and the Eucharist—are daily becoming easier Ji8
of approach and more frequented.

Would that all true friends of youth, who have their Ji
real welfare at heart, parents, teachers, pastors, confes
sors, were practically convinced of te supreme efficacy £

of the Sacraments both for the education of the child tha: 48

has reached the use of reason and for the manly growt:|§

of the youth at the critical age when passions ar PR

beginning to stir within and occasions to multiply with S

out, and the will has need of a divine energy that ca:

come only from the bread of the strong ! The more abun f

dant the inflow of sacramental life, the easier shall it kg

for the young heart to triumph over its foes and changf

.

their attacks into victories.
True, for a fruitful communion, besides not being conf

scious of mortal sin, it is required to have the goodwilf
and sincere desire to use the given grace. Vet these corji¥
ditions are more perfect or more easily acquired in yout§§
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than in an older age. The sweet Providence of God has

disposed that the bread of the soul, like that of the body:>
is eaten by the young with greater appetite, with more
sensible effects and richer nourishment. Innocence still
abides or is easily regained ; the truths of faith make deep
impression ; enduring habits of practice are more easily
formed ; conscience is tender, and faults are the effects of
waywardness of temper rather than of malice or a depraved
heart.

What a recompense will priest and parents reap for the
trouble it costs to awake the desire and form the habit of
frequent communion! The trouble can bear no compa-
rison with the good resulting, since it is Jesus himself who
by His sacramental grace ex opere operato unfailingly
works in the heart. How easy for a Christian mother by
her gentle words and example to draw her child to fre-
quent communion, how much more so when the influence
of her example is strengthened by that of the father !
Their children will grow up, preserved to them, to be their
joy and solace, because they have taken care by frequent
communion to place them in the Saviour’s bosom, close
to the Heart of Him who said for all times and perils :
Suffer little children to come unto me, Jorbid them not, for
of such is the kingdom of heaven.

PRAYER.

O Jesus, through the most pure Heart of Mary, I offer
Thee the prayers, works and sufferings of this day for all
the intentions of Thy Divine Heart,
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I offer them in particular for all who, in these perilous
times, are charged with the Christian trais ag of the
young, that they may in‘luce them to receive frequently
and piousiy Thy Holy Sacrament. Amen.

A MAY-DAY SONG.

m,‘ pHE south wind softly whispers
Q; N Murmurs of musical mirth,
Chasing the long, long winter,

And waking the sleeping earth.
Herald of dawning summer,

A message of hope it brings,
Speeding o’er field and forest,

With the sunshine on its wings.

”Tis Natwe’s great Alleluia,—
A blithe and joyous refrain,
As, glorious and triumphant,
She rises te life again;—
And while the world re-echoes
Sweet Spring’s harmonious lays,
Qur grateful hearts are singing
Another glad hymn of praise.

Immaculate Queei. of Heaven!
We welcowme the happy day
Which calls us round thy altar
To open the month of May.
The angel’s salutation
Our lips fromn: our hearts repeat,
The while we lay our hom. =
With reverence at thy feet.

<———_J




A May-Day Song. 173

Accept our deep devotion
The tribute of heartfelt lova,
And send us this fair May-day
Blessings like dew from above.
Again glad Easter anthems
Vibrate on the morning air,
Thy joy, O Queen of Heaven,
Let thy faithful children share.

Our Lord is truly risen,
Help us, Mother, too, to rise
And lightly tread the pathway
Which reaches beyond the skies,
Till we win a place in Heaven,
And sing 'mid God's angels fair
A May-day song unending,
For 'tis Spring eterna! there.
AGXES.

THE MUSIC OF THE LITTLE BIRDS.

One day in the springtime the Curé of Ars was going
to see a sick person. The bushes were full of little birds
that were singing will all their might. The good priest
stood for a monient to listen to them, and then said, with
asigh: ¢ Poor little birds, you were created tc sing, and
yousing. Man was creawed to love God and he does not

love Him.” O my child, love God with your whole
heart.

£XS
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INTERCESSORY PRAYER.

3RD ADVANTAGE OF THE HOLY LEAGUE.
I

e S2IOW, Pather, can our good works, poured
Aﬂ% \,_ every morning like so much gold into the
W ) great treasury of the League, the Sacred

Heart of Jesus, obtain for ourselves growth
in dwme fnendship and increase of merit? Are they not
offered in an apostolic spirit for the intentions of the
Sacred Heart, for the glory of God and the salvation of
souls? Is not the League an Aposileship of prayer ? »

Most certainly ; but you seem, dear Associate, not to be
aware that our prayers, actions and sufferings, especially
when united to the Sacred Heart, besides increasing our
love for God and adding to our reward in heaven, have
another great power—in one sense the greatest of all,
because it is equal to the omnipotent power of God,
namely, that of obtaining or impetrating all goed things.
temporal and eternal, both for ourselves and for others.
It is this pleading power that we may throw into all our
actions and our whole life which makes them an apostle-
ship of prayer.

This power of intercession, far from iupeding the
growth of divine charity or absorbing the personal merit
of our actions, adds to them immensely. We never
grow faster in the love of God and build more rapidly our
mausion in heaven than when we offer our prayers
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actions and sufferings in union with the Sacred Heart, in
an apostolic spirit, for the salvation of our neighbor—his
converss nerseverance, spiritual and temporal wants,
f for all the ..ientions of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. We
thereby add to their other merits that of a special exer-
cise of the highest of ;all virtues, charity and zeal for
souls.

“But how can you say that the intercessory power
g of prayers and actions is equal to the omnipolent power
B8 of God > 1s not this one of your pious exaggerations? ”
E  If there isany exaggeration it is not mine, but the
BB Saviour’s own, whotells us: 4/ things whalsoever you
ask when ye pray, believe that you shall recetve: and
R iy shall come unto yon. Not only so, but u!l things
g can be obtained by al/, for czery ons that asketh receiveth ;
B and hie thal seeketh findeth ; and to him that knocketh, it
B siall be opened. God can ¢o all things by His omnipotent
. y will.  He can move a world as easily as a grain of sand.
B He can change obstacles into helps ; and he chooses rather
9 little things as the instruments of His greatest designs.
B All that God can do by His omnipotent power the Chris-
8 tian can do by prayer. Though the divine ommuipotence
| is without limit, yet it is not without rule. There can be
B uo conflict between it and the Divine Wisdom. The
omuipotent power of prayer must follow the same rule
B the divine omnipotence, since it is the latter borrowed.
Now, the rule according to which the Divine Will
Ressentially acts isthe glory of God aud the felic’ty of His
@rational creatures. God will do nothing in answer to
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prayer which will not be for His glory and the true
happiness of him who prays. Otherwise He would be,
instead of the good Father giving gocd gifts to His chil-
dren,{the mecking and cruel parent, who when his child
asked_him for bread reached 1 stone, and for a fish gave
him a serpent. Thus we, blind and perverse children,
ask_for stones-—the riches and honors of the world that
will prove obstacles in our path to eternal bliss; or ser
pents—the'pleasures of life that will poison the soul with
their venomous sting. Our heavenly Father is too good
togrant our prayer without correctingit. He gives atrue
loaf—patience in tribulation which, like gold tried in the
fire, will purchase true and endless felicity, a real fish—
His grace that will stren, then and nourish our souls.

We pray according to the rnle of divine wisdom and

ommnipotence when we ask for actual helps to preserve and

increase sanctifying grace, to overcome temptations, to

persevere unto the end, when we ask for temporal favors [§
inso far forth as they will he helps and not obstacles to our &

eternal happiness, when we ask the grace of conversion

for others, eitherto the faithor to a better life.  No prayer ]

of this kind can be rejected by Gad, for it is the loaf and
fish that the heavenly Father cannot withhold from His
children. Our prayer, however, must bea real praver
lest we should *“ ask amiss,” as St. James says.

The second rule which the divine omnipotence follows
is to act with creatures according to the nature which it
gave them. If they are gifted with reason and free wiil
it does not force them, but it requires their free conscnt
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and co-operation. It will require of them to use their
cfforts to do what they can, and it will do what they
cannot. Hence our prayer, to be omnipotent, must he an
carnest prayer springing irom a real desire 10 obtain
comething from Ged. It must be a prayer of faith in the

R infallible word of Him who said: A/ lkings whalsocver
B8 1ou ask when ye pray, believe thal you shall receive and

they shall come unlo you. Heaven and earth may pass,

B hut that word of Truth shall never passaway. Our prayer

must be perscuvertng. Our earnestness and efforts must
he tested, and thus called forth the more and developed

& (1] tine measure of co-operation required by God is filled.
B We must ask until we receive ; we must seek until we

find ; we must knock until the door is opened, as og2ned
it infallibly shall be.

Prayers thus offered for ourselves are infallible in their

o cflect. Not so intercessory prayer for others, since it is

: 5_ i their power to reject the proffered grace which we
ur

obtain forthem or to withhold co-operation. Nevertheless
we must rely on the goodness and mercy ot God to give
them such graces as will carry the victory. In this man-

(& ner whatever we ask for ourselves we may hope to obtain

for our reighbor, and we should pray without ceasing

8 aud with all confidence and perseverance according tothe
: examplc of the saints.

This pleading and iutercessory power of our prayers

l2ud actions, especially when united tothe Sacred Heart,

in certain respects far outstrips merit. Only the just in

[ sanctifying grace can merit, but all, even sinuers and

———
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infidels,can pre=: cvery one that asketh receiveth. The B
merit of an action is proportioned to the degree of sanc- By am
tifying grace and fervor, but its pleading power has no . \in{
other limit than the divine ommnipotence reachingal/ B¥ ...
things whatsoever. The merit of a prayer or action is B ast
strictly personal, and we cannct renounce it in behalf of ¥ tre:
another, but its whole pleading power we can give away resc
by intercessory prayer for the benefit of our neighbor. v :;‘::2
Do mnot, dear Associate, lose sight of the distinction r
between the merit of good works and their pleading and ¥ ¢
intercessory power, nor of the conditions required to ".‘ horc
render the latter omnipotent. g lish
: al'va

—_— & injn

husl;
ST. MONICA—DMay 4th. T
M Datr
22 9T. Mouica is a type of Christian womankhood, j and |
9 which affords to many a wife and motherz 8 era,

Ca % subject for imitation as well as for dezp conso [l 1ic)y;.
% lation. ¥ him1
To conform to the wishes of her parents, B mg o
Monica married Patricius, a pagan, much against her B8 e
natural liking. The union of a Christian maiden with an St.
idolatrous busband, however strange it may appear to us, Bl «int
<vas not prohibited by the Church in the early centurics B 14 ¢
owing to the peculiar circumstances of the times. In [ footst,
those days of Christian fervor, such marriages usually re- € 1y,
sulted in the conversion of the husband to Christianity J llecl)é:
Monica overcame her naturai dislike for Patricius in order 29 faily
to gain his soul to God. - .
A piety less than hers would scarcely have borue all the B8 e e
Qdiscomforts and weariuess of sucii an ill-assorted urion, #8 count]
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hut she bore them in such a way as to merit a place
among the Saints,

Her husband, besides having a disagreeable and pas-
<jonate temper, was a man of dissolute life and failing in
the fidelity he owed to his gentle wife. Great, however,
as Ius excesses were she never reproached him, but ever
treated him with a sweet and tender affection. She
resolved to win him to better ways by a iife of perfect con-
formity to his wishes, wherever her duty to Ged did not
witerfere.

assionate as he was, he never ill treated her, much to
the astonishment of many of her young friends who often
bore the marks of their pagan huslands’ anger on their
disfigured visages. ¢ Blame your own tongues for it,” she
al'vays said to them when they complained to her of
injuries received; she herself never reasoned with her
husband until his anger was over.

Yor seventeen years Monica prayed for the conversion of
Patricius. She “spoke little, never preached, loved much
and prayed always,” and at last her patience and perse-

B \crance were rewarded, and he received Christian bap-

tism. A few months afterwaidsbe died and she mourned

§ him long and deeply, forgetting his faults andre member-

mg only the loving sympathy which bad existed between

B them since his conversion.

St. Monica had three children : Augustine, the great
saimt and doctor of the Church; Navigius, who led a pious

@ and exemplary life; and Perpetua who also walked in the
B ‘ootsteps of her saintly mother.

Augustine, however, was for many years the source of
deepest sorrow to his mother. The eldest of her littie

§ family, talented far above the ordinary level of youths, she

saw him plunge into every excess of vice and error. But

B she never ceased imploring the divine mercy, and after
8 countless prayers and tears for her erring son, she had the
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happiness, seventeen yearsafter the death of her husband,
of seeing Augustine reconciled to God and commenciny

that life which was to place him foremost in the army of °
the saints and the Church’s champions. Now Momnic.'s
life-work was over, and she was soon called to receive her °
eternal reward.  Oh, you, who sorrow over the errors and t
ccess - Jov ; pe
excesses of a dearly-loved husband or child, remember
that God can refuse nothing to patient, persevering pray- ‘
er! Pray in silence and perseverance until God rewards o
you as he rewarded Monica ! ;3
of
CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS. i
III. the
su¢
HOME AGAIN ! MORE VOYAGES. L ot
HILE the ceremonies of the solemn taking S1o:
possession were going on, a crowd of na- "’:’:
tives gathered on the shore, hesitating Fg ™
between fear and curiosity to approach. exe
, s . gro
They gazed in silent wonder at actions & °
and persons so strange. The ships especially, which they | }C) :l:
took for huge swaus that had come from the sky and i stcl'c
lighted on the water, excited their admiration. Columbus | wen
did his utinost to inspire them with confidence; he gave B¥
them beads and trinkets and other articles which they 8 ch';];
valued. Whe
He continued his stay a few months, exploring the sent
islands. He had the misfortune to lose his flagship, the | his ¢
Santa Maria, which ran aground, whilst the Pinfa, with & ¥
hei crew, had forsaken him, to rejoin him again on the g ::;r
returi: voyage. Everywhere he landed ne erected the He;

cross, and taught the natives to reverence it. Hit
im
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Early in January, 1493, he set sail for Europe, where, on
account of violent tempests, he did not land till the 14th
of March.

On arriving at Palos, Columbus, accompanied by his
officers, went in processional march to the Church to
thank God once more for His signal protection in so many
perils. A few days were then spent at the Monastery of
Rabica, where he fixed on his map of the globe the lines
of demarcation which would in after years prevent any
conflict between the Spanish and Portuguese. e asked
and obtained from the Pope the privilege for the Spaniards
b of introducing Christianity and civilization in the newly-
discovered regious.

He next set out for the royal city of Barcelona. On
the way he was greeted and bailed with an enthusiasm
such as had never been equalled in Spain. The people
i poured in from all sides to catch a glimpse of the proces-
sion and of the hero who was receiving the honors of a
triumph. Villages and hamlets vied with one another
in the splendor of their decorations. What attracted all
§ cves and roused enthusiasm on every side was not the
{ groun of Imdians in their fantastic costumes, nor the
curious articles they had brought from the new world,
but the noble figure of Columbus mounted on a beautiful
B steed and dressed in the richest attire. As he passed, the
8 men gave him their applause and mothers held their
@ children over the heads of the crowd to see him.

f The admiral entered Barcelona on April 15th, I1493.
@ When uews of hic approach reached the city, the king
B sent a number of courtiers to meet and conduct him into
: A his presence.  With great ceremony he was given a seat
B near the throne. There, in presence of the king, queen
B and royal household, he gave a full account of his voyage.
B He began by ascribing all the success to God, and after
Him to the piety of the sovereigns and their zeal for the
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Catholic faith. He spoke of the thousands of souls living
in ignorance and superstition who only awaited instruc-

tion in the Gospel to become good Christians. After- 0
wards he referred to the beautiful scenery, the rich soil, lc
the abundance of precious metals, in terms which con- )
veyed the idea of a terrestrial paradise. When the recital 1
was over the whole assembly knelt down and sang a ;‘
Ze Deum in thanksgiving to God. The crowd outside !
took up the refrain and made the palace walls re-echo P
with the hymn. i

Columbus now thought only of another voyage to the {"
New World. This time crowds gathered around him to Ve
solicit a share in the enterprise, some led by love of ©
adventures, others by the desire of glory, and many more ]c a
by the hope of acquiring wealth. Having chosen his €
crew he set sail on September 2sth, 1494. The voyage s°
was a prosperous one, but those who had hoped to find ¥l
a terrestrial paradise were doomed to cruel disappoint- an
ment. Thesettlement he had left at Hayti was dispersed pe:
and all its inhabitants massacred. In his absence his ;;n
followers, by their cruelty and rapacity, had brought upon )"
themselves the terrible vengeance of the natives. . ‘

Historians have unanimously proclaimed the God-like o
charity that animated Columbus in all his dealings with ;};;‘
the natives. ¢

It was his heroic and persistent opposition to his coun- relc
try men, who wished to turn the newly-discovered regions set
into a field for greed, rapine aund ambition, which brought :;0;;

on the persecutions and trials that hastened the end of |
his days. His complaint to the Queen of Spain of the
contempt shown for the rights of the Indians lays open
his inmost soul on this subject. ‘“ The souls of the |

Indians and not silver and gold are the riches we ought |
to seek after in India.”” Alas! all did not follow the
example of his disinterestedness,
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8 On his sec¢ond voyage out took place the famous Battle
¢ of the Arrows. Fourteen of the principal natives had
™ conspired to massacre all the Spaniarde Columbus on
i, being apprised of their iutention, though worn from sick-
n ness and fatigue, hastily called together his two hundred
al men. Five thousand armed savages uttering their
a frightful war-cries came rushing on the handful of Euro-
le peans. Columbus seeing from a neighboring hill the
10 immiuent peril of the latter, raised his hands to Heaven
in earnest prayer. He begged God, who had already
e vouchsafed him so many marks of signal protection, not
v to abandon him in this the greatest of his trials. He
of called likewise on the Immaculate Virgin, whose name
e he had given to the plain, to intercede for his followers
s so sorely destitute of help. Scarcely was his prayer ended
ge when a violent wind sprang up which swept the enemies’
wd arrows back and rendered them harmluss to the Euro-
w peans. A miracle ! cried the Spaniards, and they rushed
e_'? on the enemy. Soon the whole army of Indians was
s flying in disorder.
o Meanwhile enemies were plotting his downfall at
" 11.orne. He was represented to the king as selfish, ambi-
o tious and cruel, his enterprises as rash and unprofitable.
’ The king was so far influenced as to consider himself
- re\cns'ed from further obligation towards him. Columbus
e set sail z‘zt once back for Spain, and on his appearance at
e court with aspect so calm and dignified all the charges
"o IS welted away and he was treated withohonor.

3 Zo be Continued.
; T. G.
the 48




OUR LADY'S MAY-DAY GIFT.

2296 was a very humble home that in which little
Mary Lacy sat scwing on a fine spring morn-
ing, some ten years ago, while her grand-
mother, aged, but still hale and healthy,
Lustled about from one thing to another, mak-
ing the littde hiouse neat and tidy for the day. The
dwelling had but onestory, divided into a kitchen, which
was the living-room of the small family, anl two sleeping:
rooms at one end. The furniture was of the plainest
none too much even at that ; but still there was a look of
comfort and cleanliness all about, that, with the spring
sunshine streaming in through the small window, made
the place home-like and restful. Conspicuous amongst
the furniture of the half-kitchen half-sitting-room, where
Mary sat, was a picture of Onr Lady of the Sacred Heart,
about nine by twelve inches,—nothing to boast of asa work
of art, and framed in common dark wood, yet evidently
highly prized by the dwellers in that cosy little home. A
bracket, fashioned by some rustic hand, was under the
picture, and on the bracket some of the earliest blossoms
of spring, from field and meadow, bloomed fresh in a
glass of water before the sacred images of the Mother and
Son.

“Granny,” said Mary, a fair, pretty girl of seventeen
or thereabouts, as she swdd~nly dropped her work on her
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knee, and looked up, ¢ Isn’t it very lonesome here since
Willie left us® I can’t feel as I used to do, and I'm always,
always thinkin’ ahout him, and wonderin’ what he’s doin’,
aud if he often thinks of us here, all alone by ourselves.”

“Well! it 7s Jonesome, Mary.” the old woman replied,
a~. having finished hermorning house-work, she took her
knitting and sat down in her usnal place. ““It’s a folly
to talk, but I do miss Willie more than I ever thought I
would.”

““Somchow or another.™ said Mary, in a dreamy voice,
a far-away look coming into her soft eyes, * I'm a'most
sorry he ever left us.”

© Come, come, Mary.” saidl the old woman, with an
effort to appear cheerful, “ vou mustn’t let down yvour
heart that way. You know Willie would never come to
anything if he <taid here all his life long as his poor
father did before him, an® we all thought it best for him
to try what he could do in the city. A bright, smart boy
Lke Willie, an® with the good schoolin’ we gave him by
dint of savin® and pinchin’ and hard work from your
father. God rest his soul ! and all of us,—he ought to he
something better than a common day-laborer. And so he
will, please God ! she added, hopefully.  “ Mind my
words, Mary, hie will.”?

¢ God grant it!" said the girl, wearily ; <‘But do you
know, granny, 1 do be thinkin” at times that maybe he'd
have heen better with us, after all.”

* Nonsense, child, nonsense ! You'll make me angry
with you, if you go on like that,” said her grandmother,
in an impaticnt tone.  ** It’s thankful you ought to he
ﬁ when you know that your brotlier is already earnin® good

wages as a clerk in a store, and it's able to help you and
we he'll be in no time at all. That’s what he said, you
kunow, in his Jast letter, and a beautiful letter it was,

[EY)
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““Well, but, granny,”” said the gentle, pleading voice,
“it’s about his sou: I'm fearful. You see, he's amongst
Protestants, and he says himself he doesn't gc to church
as regular as he did at home. And he hasnst been to his
duty since he left us six months ago.”

A serious look came over the old woman’s face. “Well,
Mary, there’s truth in what you say. It’s a bad thing for
a boy of his age to be thrown amongst Protestants, It's
a bad thing,” she repeated shaking her head slowly.
¢“Maybe if you were to write to the priest to look after
Willie. You're a good scholar yourself, and I'm sure you
could write that letter.”

“Well, Isuppose I could, granny,” said Mary, brighten-
ing up at the thought,” and it's luc™y that Willie told us
in one of his first letters the name of the priest in the
parish where he is. I'll do it this very day.”

II.

So the letter was written carefully by MMary, ¢ with the
skill which the good Nuns taught her’ in the Parochial
School to which the girl had walked two miles each way
for all the days of hershort school-life,—was duly posted,
addressed to “ His Reverence Father White,” in the city
and parisk where Willie dwelt.

In due time the answer came, and it was so far from
being satisfactory that it cast a deep gloom over the little
home of Granny Lacy.

I am sorry,” said the priest, ¢that I have no very
good account to give of your brother, William Lacy. At
first he came regularly to mass, and I noticed him there
as having such a good, honest countenance—a fine looking
lad altogether—and having made some inquiries about
him, I learned that he had no relatives in the city and
_ was thrown exclusively amongst non-Catholics. So I
made it a point to see him, nd asked him to come ami
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see me at my house. He came two or three times and I
talked with him each time. He promised me from time
to time to come to confession ; but, I regret to say, he has
not yet doneso. Let ushope and pray, for there is much
reason to fear.”

This was sad news for the two lonely women. A%l first
they could only weep and lament. All at once, however,
Mary started up, a bright smile lit her tear-stained face—
Wy, granny,” she cried, with nearly all her wonted
gaiety, ‘“what are we crying for this way like a pair of
fools? Didn’t the priest tell us to hope and pray, and
we're doin’ neither one nor the other. Haven’t we the
Sacred Heart of Our dear Lord and Our own Lady of the
Sacred Heart to look to for help. And while there’s life
there’s hope, you know! See Our Blessed Mother up
there, how she’s smiling down on us, and Our Lord Him-
self as well.”

The old woman dried her eyes and brightened up in-
stantly. ¢¢ Well, glory be to God, child, it's you that has
the good thought ever and always. Sure, I often heard it
said from my young days up—all’'s not lost that’s in
danger. We-ll begin a Novena this very day to Our dear
Lady of the Sacred Heart. Isn't she our mother and
Willie’s, too ?”’

So the daily work was resumed in the house and the
Novena began that very day.

III.

Meanwhile, Willie Lacy was so much engrossed with
the duties and the pleasures of his new life, and the friends,
so-called, with whom his leisure hours were spent, that
he thought but seldom of the waiting ones at home whose
every thought was given to him far away.

Being a good-humored and good-looking young fellow,
Willie was somewhat of a favorite among the young men




188 The Messenger of the Sacred Heart.

of the large store wherein he was employed and the many
others with whom they made him acquainted. He had
fair wages, too, and as he persuaded himself that he had
none to spare for sending home to Granny and Mary. he
had always somc to spend with his gay companions. He
had heen several times 1o tiie theatre with one or another,
had attended Sunday lectures, in some of which the usual
covert altacks were made on Romanism, Old-World
Superstition, cte., ¢te. At first, Willie resented these
attacks and resolved to keep away from such lectures in
future ; but, when his friends laughed at his objections,
which they treated as a copital joke, hie soon began to
laugh himself at what the others called his narrow-
mindedness and his old-womanish notions, generally, and
was easily persnaded to go his way as hefore—net, indeed.
rejoicing, for deep down in his heart there was a voice
ever saying that the way he was going was the wrong
one.

Of course, if poor Willie had been in the old-time habit
of approaching the Sacraments once a month o1 so, and
attending Mass on Sundays and holydays, this would never
have come to pass.  But these helps were wanting,—not
only were the Sacraments neglected from the first, as the
priest had written to Mary : but, after a while, the Sunday
mass was rarely, if ever, attended, and so Willie was, per-
haps, unconsciously drifting away into the dreary regions
where religions indiffereace and world-worship alone
prevail.  Even his morning and cvening prayers were uo
louger said as of old, for he found it more than he conld
do to kneel down and bless himself before the three others
who occupicd bueds in the same room. When he did
attempt it, missiles of varions kinds were thrown at h

and roars of laughter grected him. Not only that, bat his
*devotions ™ were made the subject of continual amus-
ment for the ofher young men in the house, deseribed
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before him in the most ludicrous way, so that at length
he himself joined in the laugh, and was fain to content
himself with an ‘“ Our Father ” and “ Hail Mary,” said
low to himself when, half asleep, he siretched himself on
his bed,  Fortunately he kept even <o much of his home-
Yife and home-training.  Had Willie heen possessed of
more moral strength or stamina of character he would
¢ither have held his ground against all odds, as many
other young men do, or sought safety amongst his co-
religionists, as the priest advised him to do; but he was
nol morally strong, and could not bring himselt to scek
a more congenial home.  So things went on from bad to
worse and Willie Lacy,—the son of pious, God-fearing
parents, brought up in a thoronghly Catholic atmosphere
where the simple faith and heart-warm fervor of his race
were the rule of life all day long and cevery day,—was
uradually changing in the deadly blight of evil communi-
cation into a very indifferent Catholic.

The days of the Novena passed on peacefully and hogpe-
fully in the loncly abode of the Lacys. Mary had scught
the powerful aid of her former teachers and constant
friends. the dear Nuns, who eagerly promised to join in
the prayers of the Novena.  ** And it wili just end on the
first day of May,” said Sister Rosalie, “so, you sce, Mary,
we begin it in a good time.”

IV,
Itwas the iast day of the Novena, the 1st of May, so
dear to the lover of ancient song and story. Evening had
come, and the twilight shades were gathering while the
pale crescent of “the young May moon ™ was sailing up
the castern sky-
Granny Lacy and her pretty grand-child were knecling
hefore the beloved picture.  The Rosary was finished—
the Joyful Mysteries, for the day was Thursday—and
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Mary was just reading the Litany of Loretto from a prayer-
buok, her grandmother fervently making the responses.

Suddenly another voice joined in the oft-repeated
‘“Pray forus!” Through the onen door a figure entered,
a shadow fell on the faint moonlight on the floor ; some
onc knelt beside Mary, and an arm was thrown around
her neck, and then around the old woman’s. Their hearts
told them who it was. The wanderer had come back to
them.

“ Go on, Mary,” said Willie, soft and low, and Mary
went on and the Litany was finished, Willie joining
more fervently in the responses than had been his wont in
his boyish days.

The prayers being over, the joy of the meeting was
given free vent to.

‘““Thanks and praises be to God, Willie ! >* cried Mrs,
Lacy, while Mary held her brother s hand and gazed with
moist eyes upon his beaming face. ¢ What does this
mean? How did you get here, and in time for the close
of our Novena, too!”’

** And just because of the Novena, grauny !—Isee it all
now,” said the young man, with unusnal solemmnity.
“ For some days past I began to feel restless and uneasy.
Night and day the thought of death and judgment and
hell was continually in my mind, and the words that I
so often heard in the Mission were constantly running
through my head—¢ What doth it profit a man to gain the
whole world and lose his own soul?’—Then I began to
sce what a dangerous way I was in, and what do you think
I did? All at once this picture of yours—of ours—came
into my mind, and I prayed as I never prayed before to
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart and she heard my prayer.”

“Glory be to God !"— And to Our Blessed Lady!”
cried the listeners in oue breath.  “ And what did you do
they, Willie, dear?”

’
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“Well! Ijustwent straight to Father White and told
him all. He took e into the church and I went to con-
fession then and there. He advised me toleave Moore &
Armstrong’s employment, and said he knew of « place 1
could just have in a good Catholic hiouse. Sol just came
home, like the Prodigal Son, to rejoice with you here over
my conversion—for conversion it really is. I'm ashamed
now to recall how far I had already goue in the way of
indifference. And it frightens me, granny, indeed it does,
to think of the precipice over which I stood. From this
time forth I'm resolved, with the help of God and Our
Lady of the Sacred Heart, to turn over a new leaf.”

And he kept his word. After spending a few days at
home, he went back to the city. Father White had the
new place and the new boarding-house all ready, and he
entered at once on the new way, or rather on the old way
of his earlier youth. It is ncedless to say that,afterthat,
some of his earnings were regularly sent home to Granny
and Mary.

When next he visited his home, he made glad the loving
hearts of the dear ones there by the happy news that he
had not only become an Associate of the Leagune of the
Sacred Heart, but, furthermore, a Promoter. All his
circles, e said, were clerks, like himself.
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TO MARY, QUEEN OF MAY.

O Mary, Queen of Heaven,
@ Thy praise the Angels sing,
¢ O Thou, high-throned in glory
At the right hand of the King.

Thy form is full of beauty
As thy soul was full of grace,
And we lowly bend before thee
As the purest of our race!

The Refuge of the sinuer,
O Mother most serene,

The Angels, Saints and Martyrs
All hail thee as their Queen'!

For, bcrne adown the ages

Is the sweetness of thy name,
And nations yet unborn

Shall magnify thy fame!

When in the vesper hour,
The time of peace and prayer,
We kneel before thine altar
And twine thy roses there.

And in the solemn silence
Our hearts find voice to pray,
That Thou wilt love and bless us,
O radiant Queen of May !

O kindly Star of Ocean,
Guide us o’er Life’s dark sea
Tntil we reach thy haven
And dwell with God and Thee!
J.A.S.
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PAUL DE MAISONNEUVE.
FOUNDER OF MONTREAL.

2 KNOW a worthy gentleman from Champagne,
who will answer your purpose.”

‘The speaker was Father Charles Lalemant,
late Superior of the Jesuit Missious in New
France; the person addressed was M. de la
Dauversidre, so intimately connected with the destinies of
Montreal; *“the worthy gentleman from Champagne*’
was Paul de Maisonneuve ; and the purpose to be answered
was the procuring of a suitable Governor for the Colony
of Ville-Marie, then in contemplation.

Allzhis biographers unite in declaring M. de Maison-
netve a valiant soldier and high-minded gentleman. At
the age of thirteen he had already distinguished himself
by his prowess in the wars in Holland. It is recorded
that he JJed an austere and strictly Christian life in the
turmoil of camps; as a chronicler quaintly puts it, “ he
learned 1o play upon the lute, that thus he might avoid
unprofitable society.”> “His virlue,” says Father Rous-
sean, ‘*was the fruit of a manly and generous will, and
of an obstinate struggle against freguent and dangerous
temptations.”’

But to Paul de Maisonneuve came the desire to leave
behind him all this brilliant soldier-life of the great
capitals, and to seek greater perfection in some distant
settlement.  He had an inspiration that New France was
the,field of labor which he sought. He opened his whole
heart to Father Lalemant, who spoke the words above
mentioned, and so impressed M. de la Dauversidre that he
went to lodge in the same house with our hero, that he
might study his true character.

“J have no interested motive,” said M. de Maison-
neuve. “My income is sufficient for my maintenance ;

gty

L
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most heartily will I employ my fortune anc my life its:If
in this noble enterprise. I am ambitious of no other
honor than that of serving God and the King in the pro-
fession of arms.”

Little wonder that M. de la Dauversidre, M. Olier anl
their companions, who had been inspired to undertake
the same project, looked upon the soldier of Champagne
as a special help from God. Preparations were set on foot,
and negotiations were entered into for the purchase of the
Island of Montreal. Through the good offices of Father
Lalemant, the Company of Montreal most unexpectedly
obtained posszssion.  This beiug confirmed by the Xing,
Paul de Maisonneuve was appointed Governor of the cul-
ony about to be founded at Ville-Marie. A contingent of
men, mostly unmarried, all capable of bearing arms, anl
many of them practical farmers or mechanics, was raiscil.
A vessel was despatched from Dieppe ; two others sailel
from New Rochelle—one bearing the Governor, the othcr
Jeanne Mance, who, with one or two companions, was to
devote herself to the care of the sick and wounded.

The vessel in which the Governor had sailed mct
furious tempests, and was compelled to put into land. It
was the last to reach Quebec, where it arrived on the 2cth
August of the year 1641. It is said that efforts were
made at Quebec to dissuade Maisonneuve from attempt-
ing a settlement in the very midst of the Iroquois tribes;
but the dauntless Governor of Ville-Marie replici:
“What you suggest is good, if I had been sent to choose
a post ; but the Company has decided that I am to go to
Montreal. My honor is at stake, and I must proceed
thither to begin a colony, should every tree on that island
Ve turned into an Iroquois.” However, he deemed the
lateness of the season a sufficient reason for remaining at
Quebec, where some generous friends provided for the
wants of the adventurous band, until the following spring.
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Ou’the 8th of May, 1642, they sailed from Quebec; on
the 17th, the first sight of Mount Royal was greeted with
shouts of joy, hymns of thanksgiving and salutes of can-
nott. Omu the morning of the 18th, they touched the shore
at Pointe-2-Calli¢res, said to be near the present site of the
Custom House. Leaping upon the land, M. de Maison-
neuve fell upon his kuees. His example was followed by
all the others. The Jesuit missionary, FFatber Vimont, in-
toned theiZe Denm, in which all joined with full hearts.
Their hymns of thanksgiving disturbed tue great stillness
of that desert place. An altar was at once erected, and
decorated by the loving bands of Jeanne Mance and
Mad mne de la Peltrie, who had accompanied the party
from Quebec.

As 1o oil could be had for lamps, small phials of clear
glass, and little sconces, surrounded by a net-work, en-
closing fire-flies, were hung before the tabernacle. ‘At
night » says Sister Morin, “ they gave forth a radiance
similar to that produced by a number of little tapers
burning together Father Vimont having intoned the
Veni Crealor, said the first Mass in Ville-Marie, after which
the Blessed Sacrament was left exposed during that first
day of the city’s life ; ¢‘ thus,” says the chronicler, “ put-
ting our Lord in possession of these countries,’” which,
indeed, had been already comsecrated to God and Our
Lady by the pious Associates of the Company of Mon-
treal, assembled in Notre Dame de Paris.

On the 18th of the present May, two centuries and
a-half shall have passed since that memorable day. Over
f thesilence of two hundred and fifty years can be heard the
B solemn voice of Father Vimont, as he thus speaks to the
8 new settlers in words which can now claim to have been
§ prophetic: ‘“ What you see here, gentlemen, is but the
f wuctard seed.  Sowed by hands so pious and imbued

vith the spirit of zeal and of religion, doubtless, Heaven
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must have great designs upon it. I am convinced that
this seed shall produce a mighty tree that will accom-
plish great marvels—that will grow and extend every-
where.”
Such was the birthday of Montreal, and the opening in
New France of the career of Paul de Maisonneuve.
A.T. S

WHAT'S IN A NAME.

GEBIE® rose by any other name would smell as
A sweet. Still there may be much and very
4}; much in a name. The Holy Catholic
Q s Church recognizes this by giving her chil.
o acsd dren in Baptismm only the names of her
saints, that they may imitate their holy patrons and enjoy
their protection.
Of all names surely the name of Mary, the August
Queen of Heaven, must be an auspicious one, as the fol-
lowing true sketch well help to show.

1. .

“ Reuben,” said Mrs. Grant, ‘*baby’s nearly three
weeks old and we haven’t thought of a name for her.”

“\What would you like to call her.”

« Well, I"d like Mary.”

“ Mary! Why there’s not one of your family or mine
named Mary. My mother was named Naomi and her
mother before hier was Ruth, while your mother bore the
good old Bible name of Dorcas. What put A/asy into
your head ? ”

“ 'l just tell you, Reuben, only dont laugh at me.
I was reading in the Testament on last Sabbath about the
Mother of Christ. Her name was Mary, and the angel
told her that she was “full of grace.” I thought what
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a lovely woman slie must be. Then when she was at the
marriage at Cana, she was so kind to notice soon
that they needed more wine. I like a wom :n tobe kind
ael thoughtful, and there's an old superstition that chil-
dren grow up like those they’re named from.”

“Well, that's pretty good reasoning, Listher. But for
goodness’ sake don’t tell any of the neighbors whom you
named her from. They'd think youw'd turned Papist. The
’apists believe that those saints they name their child-
ren after protect them from danger.”

“TI'm sure if such a thing is possible, the Mother of
our Saviour would protect our child. She was so kind
when she was on earth.”

So the matter was settled and Mrs. Grant’s baby was
christened Mary. \While the young mother looked at
hier sleeping babe the thought of the other Mary often
occupied her mind and at length her longings took this
shape: “Ifit is true that those in heaven can help us on
cartl,, may the Mother of Christ protect my little one!?”’

IL

*Mrs. Smith,” said Mrs. Grant, putting her head in at
the door of her neighbor’s kitchen, “ Reuben and I are
going to prayer-meeting this evening. Will you just
have an eye to baby? If your little Jessie is home she
could run in and look at her now and then. Idon’tthink
she'll wake, but she might.”

“Certainly, Mrs. Grant,” said Mrs. Smith,wbo occupied

R acouple of rooms just opposite the Grants on the same
& flat; ** I'll see that nothing happens her.”

Esther and her husband set out, and after assisting at
the prayer-meeting were returning home when they

% vere startled by the cry of ¢ Fire !

“QOh, Reuben ! what if it should be Gray’s tenement ?

And the baby——"
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“No fear, Esther. Itseems to be further north, judging
by the speed of the crowd.”” But further north it wasnot,
and when they turned the next corner they saw flames
pouring out of roof and windows of the tenement house
in which their home was.

They quickened their pace to arum, and just as they
neared the burning building they met Mrs. Smith, her
little children clinging to her skirts in terror.

Esther grasped her arm. “ And baby ?’” she shrieked.

“We just escaped with our lives,” said Mrs. Smith
hurriedly. *“‘I carried my little boy and gave your haby
to Jessie. She carried it safely down two flights, but on
the third she slipped and fell and a fireman dragged her
out insensible. She must have dropped—-"

Esther waited to hear no more. She rushed forward
and plunged into the burning building in spite of cries
and warrings from the crowd and from the firemen, who
were just abandoning the doomed house as the walls were
about to fall. Just then a great piece of burning timber
came down with a crash, while the remainder of the roof
disappeared and the flames redoubled their intensity.

Meanwhile what had become of poor Esther Grant’
She rushed in through the ruined doorway and groped
along the hall. The burning staircase gave her enough
light to distinguish the smallest object.

““ Mother of Christ!’ she cried, ‘“she is named after
you, save her !’ Her eyes lighted on alittle white bun-
dle at the foot of the stairs. Just then amass of burning
timber fell, hiding it from her view. She sprang forward
and thrust aside the blazing fragments, regardless of blis-
tered hands, and picking up the precious bundle clasped
it to her breast, then flying through the little passage
she emerged from the doorway aud fell unconscious to the
ground.

A dozen hands raised her up and carried her to a place
of safety, while the walls of the old building fell in with
a crash.
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When Esther recovered ccrsciousness her first thought
was for little Mary, whom she found to be unhurt, and
still sleening peacefully, although the small blanket in
which it was wrapped was scorched and discolored.

Even Reuben was somewhat impressed, although he did
not altogether share his wife’s euthusiasm about the evi-
dent grace attached to the child’s name.

111
“ Mother,” said Mary Grant one day as she ran in from
school, “is it a sin to pray to the Virgin Mary?”

“Why, Mary ? >

 Our teacher said to-day that the Catholics were idol-
aters because they pray to the Virgin Mary. Katie
Rourie told mc that she prayed to the ¢ Blessed Virgin,’
as she calls her, every day. Do you pray to her, mother?”’

Mrs. Grant rose and went to a little chest in a corner
of the room and drew forth a baby's blanket, faded and
discolored. Then she told Mary the origin of her name
and the fate from which she had been saved. ‘I prayed
10 her that time, dear,” she said, *“ and I [never felt like
an idolater.” Mary sat thinking.

*Mother,” she said at last, “ don’t you think when the
Blessed Virgin did that for you and methat we ought to
helong to the Church that honors her? ”

This was a new thought, but that evening Esther took

B her daughter to Mrs. Rourke’s to find out just what they
y thought about the Mother of Christ, as Esther always
B calied ler.  Mrs. Rourke’s explanation satisfied ler so
B well that she undertook to get further explanations from
g toe priest, good Father O’Donovan, and a few months
B later,when the May chimes were ringing out in houor of
R Our Lady, two Marys, mother and daugher, were placed

forever under the protection of that dearest of Mothers,
by the Sacrament of Baptism.

Reuben offered no objections, and later on he, too,

“ became a member of the Church that hounors the Mother
B of God.

S. M. C.
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THE LEAGUE ABROAD.

Rome.

LETTER OF CARDINAI PAROCCHI TO THE DIRECTOR
GENERAL-

Rome, Feb, 24th, 1892,

Very Reverend Father,

His Holiness accepts with much pleasure the homage
of the Apostleship of Prayer; make it known to the
whole Associatlion.

I do not doubt that the Holy Father wlll as soon as
possible give a Protector to the Apostleship worthy to
succeed the lamented Cardinal Simeoni.

JMeanwhile His Holiness sends his apostolic and pater-
ual blessing to you, Father, to your helpers and to all the
Associates of the Apostleship of prayer.

Your devoted servant in Jesus Christ,
LrcIDO-MARIA,
Card. Vicar.

THE TEMPORAI POWER.

Two speeches were lately delivered on the Temporal
Power which have had echo throughout the Caiilic
world, one in England by the secretary of the Catholic
Union. He considered the question of an indepen-
dent sovereignty for the Holy Father as one of the
dead past and fallen from the sphere of practical states-
manship. The English Protestant press at ouce took up
the note and called forth a prompt and decisive answer
from the Vatican semi-official publications. They ex’
pressed great sarpricz that a public man who called him-
self a Catholic should express and defend an opinion on
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such a subject quite the opposite of that maintained by
the Pope, also that he should hazard a public discussion
of a question on which Catholics were united, and on the
details and circumstances of which he was in ignorance.

The other speech was delivered by Judge Dunn in New
York at the workmen’s demoustration. The Archbishop
who was present said : “ It is the ablest, clearest and
most elegant exposition of tiic subject which I have
ever heard.”  He compared the Catholic Church spread
over the world to the United States of the Union: each
diocese like individual States is sovereign under a gen-
eral government like that which exists at Washington.
Who can form an idea of the amount of business done in
acity in which is carried on the administration of over a
thousand such sovereignties, each having its official tri-
Hunals, councils, boards with correspondence, appealsand
visits far serpassing anything similar in any State of the
Cnion? Now if the supreme government at Washington,
in its own country, dealing with its own people, and a
democratic people, insists on having a little tract of
country to itself, the District of Columbia, which does not
Lelong to any particular State, aud over which it exer-
cises full and independent control even in civil matters,
giving its people no voice in the government thercof,
what shall we say of the ceutre of administration in the
Catholic Church, and of the right to insist on territorial
independence not only from particular churches over
which it holds jurisdiction, but much more from temporal
and foreign sovereigns ; also its right to govern, independ-
ently of the voice of the people, in that territory ? It
affects the interests as well as the honor of the particular
churches and nations that she enjoy this right, especially
since she possesses it on the most undisputed titles.
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Germany.

As it had been foreseen, the Education bhill so favorabic
to the Catholic principle of free religious education ma
with an explosion of hostile criticism from the atheistic,
liberal and Protestant broad church schools. The Em-
peror and cabinet, notwithstanding outspoken declara-
tions, have been forced to a back-down. The measuare is
withdrawn for the present, and non-sectarian school cdu-
cation will hold the field till further uprisings of socialism
and anarchism will compel the government to come to
terms again with the Centrists. The day is not far distant,
judging from the recent outbreaks of Furopeaun anar-
chism.

Norway. .

Norway was one of the earliest countries torn from the
Church by the Reformation, and so complete and lasting
was the break, so severe the penalties excluding Catho-
licism, that only recently missionaries have been able to
enter. It has remained like a glacial region withdrawn
from the genial influence of the sun. Protestantism like
a carcass was preserved whole by the ice in which it was
frozc.. But the light has at last penetrated, the light of
preaching, of learning, of history, of religious inquiry, and
with it the warmth, and behold the black monstrous forn
is beginning to give evidence of decomposition. “ The
number of Catholics has doubled in five years; Catholic
marriages may be solemnized without the intervention of
the civil authority ; Cathclics are partially relieved from
taxes destined for the maintenance of the established
church and schools. The Catholic churchesare crowded
with Protestants, the multitudes that flock to hear a Dom-
inican Father lecture on religion cannot fi- 3 standing
room ; Protestants subscribe enthusiastically to the sup-
port of the Sisters of Charity, and earnest Lutherans begin
to despair of arresting the advance of the ancient faith.”
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Ireland.

An Irish Education Bill lately introduced into Parlia-
ment bears proof that the powers of darkness are casting
a wistful eye at the youth of the land of faith. One sec-
tion regarding money distributions takes no account of
the schools of tiie Christian Brothers, with the intentiou no
doubt of freezing them ont. They are thoronghly Catho-
lic and thoroughly national—the outcome, in fact, of the
genins and circumstances of the Irish people, conse-
quently intensely popular. Another section introduces
compulsory education for children of a certain age and
class like that which prevails in England. Its trend is,
asthe Archbishop of Dublin has pointed out, to substitute
state for church influence, the supervision and regulation
of the police for the watchfulness and care of the parent
and priest. His Grace maintains that the average school
attendance in Ireland is far above that of England and
Scotland, and that the influence of the clergy will prove
far more effective than the interference of the distrusted
and hated police.

Rev. Father Cullen, $.J., Central Director of the Holy
League in Ireland, has published a Penny Teinperance
Catechism of 70 pages. It is perhaps the most co.nplete
treatise on the subject that has appeared, containing,
besides the teaching of theology and science, the declara-
tions of Bishops, Councils and medical men of note and
lessons of experience. Address Rev. J. A. Cullen,  #/es-
senger® office, 5 Great Denmark street, Dublin.
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THE LEAGUE AT HOME. order
N cffecti
Toronto, St. Michael’'s Cathedral. conce
At a bound Toronto is gone to the fore, distancing all and p
our Canadian League centres. A Men's League of se:er and ir
Jiundred with every prospect of soon reaching a thousanid. ways (
a Ladies’ branch of we had better not give the num- swers
ber for fear of discouraging centres that have hitherio men 2!
thought themselves something. .f\t u
This consoling result is to be attributed to two causes \lcar.(
first the recent Lenten Pastoral of Archbishop Walsh, i aladic
which His Grace devoted a whole section to a full thelo Fe(«ie(l
gical and historical explanation of the Devotion to the ) ¥ Prof
Sacred Heart, exhorted his people to practice it, .n! [ Catheds
strongly urged the establishment of the League of the i 0 and
Sacred Heart in cvery parish of the archdiocese, /o B mandin
lhis Holy I.caguc of souls, banded logether Lo promolc ti Ale
loze of Jesus and the sanctificalion of souls, cannol jail o R
be an abundant sonrce of God's choicest gifis fo cach pr @ The L
7ish-* ‘The second causc was a very successful retreat o i Cathedr
a fortnight’s duration, given by Father Fraucis Ryan. in & fall by ¢
St. Michael's Cathedral. At the close of the first weck. Jlsteady p
for the men, says the Catholic Reviezr, ¢ nearly seven hur- [ tircles, t
dred men, mostly voung men, gave in their name~ and §His Lord
addresses, received certificates and marched up to the fFather N
altar rails to be decorated with neat Canadian badge-. Baud cont
“His Grace the Archbishop was exceedingiy sorry he fland Asso
could not attend this most impressive ceremony . On the

 Much of this splendid and consoling success was al> #lffor the ne
due to the very efficient aid of the officers of the Icazue. JRHoly Cro
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the gentlemen Promoters. The intelligent interest and
encrgetic zeal shown by them in enrolling members dur-
irg the mission gave promise of excellent work in the
future.

“When this splendid organization gets into working
vider, under zealous and active officers, it can easily and
cffectively be directed to any and every good work that
concerns the physical, mental and moral improvement
aud progress of the young men of the Cathedral parish,
and indeed of the city of Toronto. Such is one of the
ways the Catholic Church practically and ecffectively an.
swers the question : \What shall we do for our young
men 2"’

At the close of the second week’s retreat, for womnien,

K| Vicar General McCann took in band the inauguration of

aLadies’ Branch, which, of course, from the outset, farex.
ceeded in number that of the mer. The work of enrolling

i progressing rapidly. Let us hope that the Toronto
f Cathedral Branch, by its efficient organization under zeal.

B ou: and active Promoters, will continue to hold-its com-
f manding position.

Alexandria, St. Margaret's Cathedral.

The League of the Sacred Heart was established in the

f Cathedral of St. Margaret at a mission given here last
2!l by the Oblate Fathers. Since that time it has made
f steady progress, and to-day counts sixty Promoters with
3 circles, thanks to the encouragement it bas received from
E t1is Lordship Bishop Macdonell, and to the active zeal of

Father McKinnon. The Afessenger is read with eagerness,

#:ud contributes much to the interest which Promoters
fnd Associates take in the work.

On the evening of the 20th April, the day of blessing

Bfor the new magnificent convent of the Rev. Sisters of the
WRioly Cross, the Rev. Central Director preached a doc-
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trinal sermon on the Devotion to the Sacred Heart.
Though the weather proved very inclement, the stormiest
of the season, there was a full attendance of the Asso
ciates of the town and a considerable number of Protes-

a
tants. All followed the preacher with the closest atten- B «
tion and interest. Ifany came with the belief that Gol e
created some to damn them they must have gone avai &
with views considerably altered after hearing the objec:
of the devotion explained. g ac
His Lordship Bishop Macdonell presided at the cere ce
mony, which closed with solemn Benediction of the B8 al
Blessed Sacrament, the Rev. Local Director of St g be
Raphael’s officiating. The altar shone resplendent with ¥ wo
myriad lights, and the music at evening as well as in the [ ass
morning was of rare excellence. } an
PROMOTER. i tot
I
Ottawa, St. Patrick’s. } ive
tior
From the time of its establishment the League of St ¥ infi
Patrick’s has not failed to be productive of the best resulis J§
This has been chiefly due to the edifying regularity wit:j@
which exercises have been hield and meetings attende B8
On the first Friday of the month, there are from three tJi§
four hundred communions besides the Communion ¢
Atonement in sections on the different Sundays. In tkj Ol
evening the Rev. Local Director holds the general mee:Jif Leag
ing of Associates, at which he preaches on the monthy R they
intention and gives benediction of the Blessed Sacramenial a;
By this time rosary tickets and Messengers are delivereiflongi
and every“Associate is provided, thanks to the mecting¢ gives
Promoters held on the previous Sunday, the last of t:Jihe k

month, when Promoters receive their supply of oncrosirjy
set and three Alessengers for every circle. The intentio:
dropped into the hox at the door of the Church are tak
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| out at the end of the month and the sum is sent to the
¥ Central office after being read at the first Friday meeting-
One of the greatest fruits gathered at St. Patrick’s is the
amount of good done by the Promoters on their monthly
i visit to their Associates. It gives them occasions for the
B exercise of all the spiritual and corporal works of mercy,
E which they are not slow to profit by.

Since the recent mission this centre has sho“n greater
B activity than ever, six new Promoters having been re-
B ceived into the Promoters’ Council. The Men’s League
f also have added largely to their ranks, bringing the num-
¥ ber up to about five hundred. The wmen of St. Patrick’s
y would not hear of a League that was not a temperance
R association. Hence they exact, besides morning offering
k! and five communions, an anti-treating pledge in case the
i total abstinence pledge was not already taken.

% Father Whelan has united under the simple and effect-
f ive organization of the League all the works and devo-
g tions of the parish, that being in fact the only organization

St | infusing its life and energy into every iustitution.
At 5

\it Montreal, St. Gabriel’s.

de:. JUVENILE LEAGUE, APOSTLESHIP OF STUDY.

Academy of St. John the Evangelist.
Oh, dear Rev. Father, the little Alessenger and the
f League do much more good than we had ever expected

sisJRther could. Our young Promoters are very zealous, and
wcof@all are faithful to the Three Degrees. The children are
.reiflonging each month for their “Sacred Heart story.” It

gives me much pleasure to send you the Treasury from
ke Euglish Department of our Academy.

REV. SrR. SUPERIOR C.S.C.
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PROMOTER’'S PAGE.

e we could only place a bunch of real flowers}
i‘% before the Blessed Virgin’s statue every dayi
L

this month, Ishould be so glad,” said one of the Ji§
) prattlers in a Messenger May story. Well, it is
¢oodin the power of every Promoter with a little:
exertion to lay at the feet of the real Queen of Heaves
everv day during the coming month a wreath of the mos}
precious and delightful flowers. The Hcly League hag
its form of devotion to Mary in the 2nd Degree or Rosa
decade, and in the union of fifteen such decades or mys
teries in a perfect crown. ;

It ought to be the care of Promoters to complete lists, fil
up vacanies, distribute Rosary tickets and use their influfi
ence with associates, that every day the wreath may go uj
full and entire. Of course each decade or mystery has ilJi
value independently of the others, just as every flower hai
its own fragrance ; but surely the Promoter who arrange
the flowers, giving to each its appropriate place, o
entwines them in a wreath of perfect beauty, will wi
from the Queen a smile of special favor.

From the 2nd Degree results the simple but effective
organization of the League. It is not a crowd whick ondi
Jjoins, but an immense praying army in which thy
members are carefully enlisted and disciplined #
duty, and distributed in companies and detachmentgl
under worthy and skiliful officers, themselves sub
ject to direction. Each soldier has a place in thgs
ranks assigned every month by the Rosary ticket, and
receives the word of command from the Chief to attacli
aud carry some fort or defend some position descrihed i
the Monthly Intention. )

This organization may promote other good works
taking care, however, to keep itself disentangled frod
their special organizations, burdeus, practices, ctc. A
League Promoter may prosuote a parochial library, shql
cannot, however, make subscrintion to the library a cof
dition of admittance to the League or to her circle.



