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ON THE APPLICATION OF FARM
4 CAPITAL.

—

" BY ALFRED C. TUHOMAS, ESQ., WINDSOR.

2

* The great difficulties to be overccme
.in American Farming, and the generally
‘unsatisfuctory results obtained, have
-hitherto offered alinost insurmountable
" obstacles to the investment of capital in
this importaut branch of industry. Tn
treating of this subject, it would be as

= well to examine, in the first place, what

aro the advantages to be derived from
the investment of capital in agriculture
in this country, or in England. Where a
disease isknown to exist in the human
body, it can only be treated successfully
by medical men by a thorough kuowledgo
of its tendencies, cffects, &c. With re-
gard to farming, if eight or teu intelli-
gent men were asked to put on 2 piece

" of paper their reasons why farming can-

not be successfully prosecuted in Nova
Scotia, the chauces are thatnot any three
of them would agree, one would say, a
want of mouey, another the high rate of

, wages, another want of a good market,

another too short seasons, and then the
uncertainty of crops growing, and other
Teasons. Whero there issuch aa extreme
diversity of opinion, and ail these objec-

tions have been offered to the author by
intelligent men, over and over aguin, it
would ceriainly be advisable, before
offering any advice as to the successful
prosecution of farming, to endeavaur to
to lay bare the sore, and ascertain what
really are the greatest difficulties the
would-be-farmer has really to contend
with in Nova Scotin. We may at once
say that this article refers to those
who would be willing to invest capital,
in this business, with the olject of
making it remunerative, and does not ap-
apply by any means to a large class of
farmers that at present exist, we mean
small farmers working their own farms,
employing little or n laborers, and gen-
crally consuming nearly all they raise.
These men must be generally classed
with the small tenant farmers of Europe,
and it can only be a question of time as
to how long it will be before their hold-
ings will be absorbed by large farms,
and the condition of the original holders
improved by those who can invest more
capital and skill. Neither do these re-
marks apply to any country whero the
remnant of a virgin soil still exist,swhere
the operations of the furm are simply con-
fined to sowing and ga'lering, with satis-
isfactory returns. Men naturally prefer
! working for themselves, but this day has

long gone past in Nova Scotia, and per-
haps in far more of the differeut States of
the Union than our neighbors would be
willing to acknowledge; neither do we
refer to Dyke Lauds, as they can only be
locked upon, as managed at pre~cut, as
receptacles for so much invested capital,
the only difference being that tho pro-
prietor can  iucrease his veturns by
turning what labor he has control of to
good account. Referring to the difforens
objectiors offered to farming, we can only
touch lightly on oncor two, as they
come more under the head of practical
farming. Want of mouey eripples many
farmers, but, as the whole tendency of
of this article is to show in what way a-
f-rmer can mahe the most of what captal
he has control of, I need not vefer to itat
present. The objection to farming on
account of the high rate cf wagesis a
a serious one, but we judge too much by
the English standard, wlere they have
been too low for the iuterest of every
one. Wo cannot understand on what p-in-
ciple a half-fed man, one whose v ole
carnings went to support his family, leav-
ing himself barely the necessaries of life,
could be sent into the felds to follow a
well-fed spirited pair of horses Il day,
and do justice to himself aud Lis em-
ployer. But the objection to high labor
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must bo supplomonted, as far as pos-
siblo, by tho use of machinery, by ap-
plying the labor more directly to meet
the ends to be arrived at. To illustrate, a
furmer has fifty acves of grass land to got
up, hns a mowing machine, lorse-rake,
hay-tedder,inrn arranged for using a horse-
fork ; suppose the total cost to be, say four
hundred dollars, or twenty-five dollars per
anumm, wear and tear will bring it up to
thirty dollars; now it is almost needless
to point out how comparatively he would
be independeunt of Jubor, or what etorm-
ous per ceutage liie investment in machin-
ety must pay. The first part of this arti-
cle was written nearly two yeats ago,and
would have been consigned to the flames
had it not been for the remarks of M.
Dickson about mortgaging a farm for
draiving. The writer hus often given ad-
vice both personally and by letter on the
subject of drainage, but felt that the
practieal carrying out of drainage, com-
pared with the great question of where
are the funds to come from, or in other
words “ on the application of Furm Cap-
ital,” which was originally intended to be
the heading of this article, was a swonll
affuir; and the time seemed unsuitable for
Pringing the much more important sub-
jeet before the public.

With regard to the mortgaging o fari.
for tho purpose of drainage, or in other
words utilizing the capital of others amd
placing it under your own control, it is
certainly advisable whénever the fwmer
can assure himselt of a larger per cemage
than he has to pay for the nccommoda-
tion, whether by Jdrainage, manu..ng,
feeding-cake, or even buildings for the
better accommodation of stock. The
whole practice of British Farming is
based on this principle, and this no donbt
accounts for what ustonishes Americans,
that an English Farmer can pay enorm-
ous reuts, aud then live moie comfortably
than an American Farwer with the samo
means ; aud the same principle must
apply, and will rapidly, to American
Farmers, but, perhaps not exactly in the
sawe  way, Govermment Grants, may
be, being cubtituted for Engli-h Laund-
lords. As the relative posiion of the
English Lanlord and Tenant may not be
understood, I will make the following ex-
planations. Few Landlords, when repairs,
&, are taken out, vealize more than three
per cent. on their holdings, tenants from”
nothing to twenty or even thirty per
cent., as in the case of Mr. Prout; now
why this great discrepancy in the returns
of land. Simply that the Laundlord’s can
be looked on simply as an invesiment of
capital. Il is cither too ignorant of agri-
culture, or engaged in something more at-
tractive, while the tenant brings the whole
of his time,shill and attention, to supervise
bis own capital, consequently the more
tenznts capital he can use as a tenant,
avoiding heing his own landlorg, the more

ton per cent. ho can make instead of
three. .ot us give another illustration
which may bo moro easily understood:
two young men, cach tako a largoe farm
of comparatively run out land, sny ono
hundred acres apiece, clay land, one
thousand pounds, interest on permanent
investment ten per cent., 3400, plowing,
harrowing, &c., $400,superphesphate $10
per acre—S1000; extras $200—total
$2000; returns say thirty bushels of bar-
ley at 80 cents, $2400. Now thig is put-
ting the lowest possible returns, and mak-
ing everything unfavorable to che farmer.
We allow ten per cent. for draining, and
charge whole of the superphosphate to
one year, while it is utterly impo<sible
that so poor & crop could assimilate so
wuch, again, what the two hundred dol-
lars ag extra ave for I do not kunow my-
self. The writer laid down the Collego
Cricket ground, and from that his data is
mostly taken ; the drainage cost fifty dol-
lars, guano ten dollars; the returns as
nearly as I could estimato would be
thirty-five bushels of barley. had the
cattlo let it alone. The extra ten dollavsin
draining can be accounted for by theve
Teing o main drain, and this was not a
fair criterion, as, being laid down for a
cricket ground, the barley was sown very
thin aud the grass very thick. This had
originally been as nasty a pieco of land
as one wounld wish t6 handle, no one counld
ever get anything off it.  The account
would stand thus, draining permanent at
ten per cent. £5, plovghing, &e. $10,
superphosphate and  gnano  §10, total
$23; 35 bushels first class barley, $31.50
leaving §6 on the investment of $20, or
about thirty per cent. on tenants tapital,
charging all superphosphate to one year.
In England the returns would be made
in this way : total vent for drained Jands,
sny $12 per aere, land being in superior
condition to College laud, charge ouly
one halt superphosphate §5, ploughing,
&e. 57, totul $24, learving about thesume
profit.  Of cunrze these figuses ave only
approximate, and are only meant to illus-
trate the principle. The abuve estimate
shows the misceruble retorn of four hun-
dred dollars over working expenses und
ten per cent. on jermanent investment,
Bbut. bad as thisis, lct: us sce how it wounld
be with tha other young man, who takes
a hundred acre furm in the same state.
I forgot to menticu before that cach is
supposed to possess a certain amount of
capitl, say cight thousand dollars; the
one pays the whole amount and has his
farm clear of wortgage, the other mort-
gages for onc thousund ponnds, to carry
on the improvement as specified above;
the 3490 balance shown would pay the
interest of mortgage, leaving something to
spare, and & fair remuneration tor wages,
has been charged. Now, what would
be the position of the one who pre-
ferred Baving a clear farm?  Of course

to make & comparison we must sup-
pose that the land would be cultivat-
ed in the snmo stylo, or rather the crops
would be the same ; judging from my own
exporience, I should say that, on un.
drained clay without superphospate one
half would bo a fair allowance, while
in at least three seasons out of ten the
barley would bo a total failure. .As some
may object to the estimate being unfair
they must recollect that the foilowing
data cmn bo thoroughly relied on, that if
the estimate for the undrained undressed
land i3 too low it is ulso too low
for tho other land, as the guantity of
superphosphate is annually charged, and
is more than the requiremeut for the dif
fercuce in the crops; this of course is sup-
posing the superphosphate is good. Now
how will the comparison stand ? the work-
ing expeuses would be as groat if not
greater, and vetuwrns 100 acres inferior
barley 20 bushels at 80c—S1600, deduct
lubor $400,balunce lefc $1200; no interest
to be paid would munke up $1600, and
this is representing the case ns the worst
thut conld possibly happen to the good
farmer, ané the best to the poor. Iow
would the whole thing stand the next
year ; one farmer having drained bis land
has the natural resources of the soil to
draw on to any depth that he can get o
subsoil plough, which is pretty deep in
these days of machinery ; if tho soil is not
nawrally good, our comparison will not
hold as we make the poor farmer entirely
dependiag on the resources of hissoilr Of
conrse to ecstimate the state of evops
afterward would be to a cerfain extent
problematical, but, from what experience
I have had, I should putthem about as
follows : Barley 40 bushels per acre, the
drainage Lecoming more effective. Super-
phosphate S5 per aere, working expeuses
S100, total $900, interest on mortgage
3210, total $1340; 40 bushels of butley
at S0 cents £32090, balance $2100.
poor farm, 16 bushels of barley at 80 cents
513,00, deduci S100, no intevest to pay,
total $909. leaving $1200 in {avor of the
mortgaged farm. As many may say that
that this is simply cooking figures and
that in that way they can be made to
prove anything, it iz meant to illustrate
the principle, and I believe the estimate
to be more in favor of the poor than the
good farmer, for recollect that one is
drawing on what he puts into thesoil, the
other on what may only exist there in.
his imagivation, and one bad year might
result in atotal failure. Any one follow-
jng this up can easily sce the ouo would
svon be in a position to clear his farm,
the cther would soon be compelled to
morigage it, not to improve, but lo pay
off accumulated debts. But, I may bo
asked, do crops ever fail on drained
lands ? Yes, they do occasionally, but
the ris’ of failure is reduced to a min-
jmuw, the barley on my farm this
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year is botter filled and heads longor
than any I havo ever had, while tho whole
country is complaining that the grain
will not fill, yot I am convinced that I
shall not have anything like the number
of bushels T expected whon sowing in
the spring. This can boe accounted for in
tho following way : as fast as commaund of
manure would allow me, Ihavo been en-
deavouring to get small fislds knocked
into big ones, and consequently had to
repeat barley twice on some of them,
thinking it snfe as the fields wero cleaned
only the summer before last; the result
was that the extraordinary season for
weeds, assisted perhaps by the drainage,
caused the second years grain to Lo al-
most smothered again. T intended to farm
as much as possible ou the four ceurse
rotation which I believed to be the best
for well farmed clay land in this country ;
to do this, clover shot 1ouly bLe trusted
for ono year, as it is strictly annual, but,
when cut beforo it forms itsseed it oceasion-
ally becomes biennial, trusting to this,and
as I could not bring this field immediate-
ly under the four course rotation, the
clover failed, and had to be rapidly
ploughed up in the spring and put to
barley. The result was a partial smother-
ing but still 2 good crop ; these wero fail-
ures that were my own fault, and can
only be attributed to downright bad farm-
ing, or in other words, attempting to do
too much with too little knowledge. ‘The
other two failures in barley were caused
by circumttances beyond my immediate
control, the laud was so rough, actually
having, in many cases, tobuild before the
horses could wallz over it, that the plough
could not scarcely enter every part of it,
s thistles had their own way too much;
the other failures were caused by the new
farm not having gone through the high
farming operations, drainage, &e. I will
dwell on these few statements, as they
show to what extent drainage may be
trusted, and how tar it can be accounted
answerable for success or failure in
crops, or to use a better term, in a
farmer’s general prosperity. Reviewing
the past year, 1 may consider the
craps on my own farm, with exception
of a few acres foul Darley, as good,
but could have been immensely im-
proved by better furming. I do not
intend to go into practical farming, as
I know it is useless, unless some way
is dovised of getting the means, but
I cannot forego giving one more instanco
of bad management, which, added to 1he
others, must plainly account for the fact
that while some farmers luse money
iz farming on a large scale, I have to say
in England, for the principles here ad-
vocated are not carried out in any part
of America, others make fortunes. ‘The
other iustauce referred to was this, the
lower half of the field that had to be
ploughed up, showing some appearance

of grass, and the season Leing so bad, was
allowed to remain. As it was, although
from the high stato of its cultivation the
grass mado up in height, to some extent,
yat o loss was incurred which should uot
have been. As many hay selling farmers
may remark that it served me perfectly
right for not sowing timothy, I believe
the day is gone by, for anything but high
farming in Nova Scotia, and the four
course rotation is decidedly the best, par-
ticularly after draining. This year has
also convinced me how our clover crops
aro under valued, so much so that I
belisve both by theory and practice
through them chicfly the worn out lands
of Nova Scotia will be restored or never
restored, the latter being the more like-
ly. Tam sure I do not exagger..e
when I say that my cattle (stall ted) iu-
creased more this winter on clover hay
alone than ever they had betore with
ordinary hay aund turnips combined, and
wo must also recollect another important
fact, that the experiments of NMessrs,
Lawes & Gilbert, conducted over a spaco
of twenty-sight years, have shown that a
ton of clover consumed is worth asmuch,
on account of the manure produced, as
the hay would generally sell for in this
market. Of course to understand this we
must have some kncwledge of Agricul-
tural Chemistry, and the principle upon
which manures are valued. I find myself
deviating from the original point of dis-
cussion, and again going into practical
farming, but, the whole thing is so much
mixed up in its different brauchey, that
it is almost impossible to avert it.

Again to refer to the original subject,
is the amount of farm capital required
arbitrarily fixed, or are there no meaus
by which the amouat to be expended on
a farm can be ascertained ? this is of the
utmost importance, as it applies to farm-
ing, as well as to any other business ; it
cnables & man to ascertain the extent of
lands he should occupy to swt his cap-
ital and also prevent discouragement
when the work is well done, and there is
really no occasion for discouragement.
This is recoguized in the case of the Dyke
Lands, where they usually realize about
as much for sales, so that tlie total value
to annual rteturn shall be about six per
cent.; upland should also be valued in the
sameo tway, thus an acre of well drafned
upland, in high state of cultivation, should
represent the amount of valuation that
could bo put on it, after deducting ex-
pense of labor and liberal per centage
for tenaut’s or working capital. As I am
afraid I am not very well understood, I
will endeavour to give an illustration; a
farm of ore hundred acres of land
knocked into a high state of cultivation,
that is drained, cleancd, and capable of
yielding on the four course rotation,
clover in two cuttings four tons, barley
forty bushels, oats fifty bushels, turnips

and potatoes fiftcen pounds por acre, now
what capital I doun’t say would, but
should ropresent it? certainly not the
amount oxpended by the owner, as this
would put tho skilfnl improver on tho
same footing with the blunderer. Theonly
plan is to estimate tho valuo of crops,
deduct the cost of wages, allow liberal
per centago for working capital, aud tho
baluuce will ropresent tho value of the
farm without buildings, it would stand
thus : clover £300, barley £200, oats
£150, roots £375; total £1000 in rough.
Deduct wages £3. 3s. per acre, over all
a very liberal allowance with machin-
ory, working capital £20 per acre,
£2000 at 15 per cent, £800; totsl
£600; value of farm paying £400 per
annum, £6,700 without buildings.

I have to estimate by the English law
of tenant and landlord, the same rule ap-
plies, no 1mnatter whether a man owns
his own property, or rents a farm, or
mortgages one, and is only meant toshow
the safe, and the only way, which capital
can ho adjudged when invested in land,
and I don’t think any onc can detect any
absurdity in the figures, as I wish to meet
any possible objection. I would say the
working capital is suflicient to keep up
the fertility of the soil by bought food
consumed, subsoiling, &c. Many may ob-
ject to this way of estimating and
think that it only applies to the old
country, but this rule must apply ulti-
mately to this country. Of course such
1 system would require a thorough krow-
ledge of his business on the part of the
farmer. A father starting bis son with
a capital of, say two thousand pounds to
be invested in farming a farm of one
hundred acres, holding the farm as se-
curity, would not be safe otherwise,
whereas, if the money was judiciously ex-
pended it would add to the sccurity of
the holder of tho farm, besides securing
the prosperity of tue son, tenant or
worher.

YWhenever interest- money has to be
paid at the expense of the balance of
fertility, (we use this term and will ex-
plain what we mean by it hereafter,) tc
any one holding a mortgage on u farm,
or a landlord, the tenant or mortgagee is
paying the interest, more or less out of
his landlord’s or mortgagee’s pocket ; this
principle is so thoroughly understood in
England, that many liberal minded land-
lords remove all restrictions from tenants
when they see they are determined to do
justice to their farms. It certainly is
not understood in Nova Scotia, and as
the laws of nature caonot be tampsred
with, they will most assuredly assert their
own claiws, and arc doing so mow, to any
one who can see the signs of the times.
If the absurd system now in vogue,
of loaning money for Agriculiural pur-
poses, actually benefitted any one there
would be some excuse for it, but it is not
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the case, tho tenant or worker of tho furm
is crippled, has to continue the process of
exhaustion to pay his interest, and the
Inndlord or merigagee’s security gots
worao overy day in spite of his cxtromo
caution. 1 notice a large farm offered in
England nuly tho viher day, in which no
tenant will be accepted with less capital
than ten theusand pounds? does not this
toll its own stury, does anyone imagine
that he would be expected to pay n por-
tion of this cupital to his landlord, erip-
pling himself aud deteriorating the pros-
perity. Referring to the balance of fortili-
ty, muny furmers speak of the number of
loada they haul out, and think they ave
dning justice to their favms, wondering at
the same time that they annually grow
poorer.  The first restriction placed by
Jandlords ou tenants in Great Britain,
was, that at Jeast two thirds ot the crops
shenl) bo consnmed on the place, and as
a great deal sach as grass aund turnips
were consumed on the Jand, the loss from
waste of manure wis not great; after-
wards high  farming  and stimulating
nmnures  disarranged this custom, and
gonl farmers wereallowed to do exactly
as they pleased, so long as the halance of
fertility was kept up. The experiments
“of Messrs. Lowes & Gilbert and also
those on the Imperial Farm of France,
have shown that and is exhausted in the
following proportion : Ivery ton of hay
six dollars, grain six dovars, straw about
thivteen shi Bugs, It is not worth while
going through the whole list, I have suf-
ficient for illustration. I shoald have
said, that the valne of manure from a
tou of esch of these articles fed was so
muck.  Of course this would not prove
that lana deteriorated in this proportion,
as some crops, sueh as clover and turnips
take a large portion of their nntriment
from the atmo~phere, but hay will come
the nenrest of anything. To illustrate
the principle spoken of above, wheneter
the interest money §s paid by hay sold ol
the farm. the Jandlord or  mortgage
Rolder’s property is sctually deteriorating
amuzally, to the value of half his jucer-
est money, to sav nothing of the Joss by
actal wa-te of manure from what s con-
sumed.  As an iHlustirion. if & capitalist
haz five thounsand pounds on a farm. it
would take one hundred tons of hay to
pay the inferest, value of mavnre that
could ke made from one huudred tons, ons
hundred and four pounds, depreciation of
property the same.  If consumed on the
place Increase of value the same, If
this veally is the case, the ultimate yesult
can easily be anticipated.  On the subject
of drainiug, not the practically carry-
ing it ont but the providing means
of payment, drainage beiug to a cor-
tain extent a permanent investtent, it
is desirable that whenever it ean be done,
it should be done with. vt draining on the
resourees of the tenant farmer, the money

may bo procured either by Government
Security, Land Improvement Companics,
or an intelligent Inndlord cr mortgage
holder wishing to improve the property
ho is interested in and charging lus extra
interest. But thoe cost of draining locks
up too much capital for the ordinary
farmer ; fow farmers in Nova Scotia have
tho capital to own, drain and work o
farm, so as n rule, the furms are owned
but neither draired nor workedaud if the
farmer’s capital is small, and he mort-
gaged liis farm to drain, the chances are
that it would be mortgaged and drvained
but not worked, ns the cost per acre would
sbsorb one half the necessary farm or
tenant’s capital,

‘The writer «f this article, eight years
ago, wrota a letter to a leading paper,ad-
vocating the assistance of the Legislature
in different ways for drainagoe ; the article
was published in the Journal of Agricul-
ture, No notice whatever was taken of it,
and, sometime after, an article came out
in the same paper that the article was
originally sent to, advising tho English
IFarmer to emigrate to Nova Scotia;
among other inducements offered, one
was that they were not compelled to drain
their lands to get crops, as their land-
lords compelled them to do in England,
the real fuct of the case being, that few
landlords chargs over four per cent. for
this improvement, while the tenant gets
from ten to one huné .J, besides being
secared from total loss. Judging by my ex-
perience T should say that the tenant was
amply repaid by the inereased facilities of
worling the soil. I then plainly saw that
the time had uot come for anything to bo
done in that live, partienlarly afterwards
when the Legislature on my petition to
have the duly remitted, as tiles could
net he procured by e except at an ex-
peunse that amounted to a prohibition, re-
fused, adding to the burden of the already
oversworked horse. I speak generally,
not individnally, that when the necessity
of drainage is so plainly seen, thad the
quetion of mortgagiug for that purpese
is beginping to be discussed at Farmer's
Clabs, then there seema to be some hope
of the matter being taken up.  Tiad the
Legidaure of Nova Scotin seriously in-
teresed  themeelvrs with the  suhject,
they woubl have had the honot, which
Ontario now has, of takine the most im-
portunt step to veseue agricwluro from
the state of degradation into which it has
fallen. The farmers of Mova Seantin who
wish to sucreed, have plainly the choice
before them, eithier to take the question
politically into tlicir own bands, as sug-
gested by Commodore Maury, or emigrate
to conntries where the Lepislatures assist,
instend of throwing obstacles in their
way. What coantry can show the extea-
ordinary tariff of Nova Scotin? In the
Uuited  States, DBrother Jonathan is
extremely anxious to protect lLis sons,

but he takes care to omit the duty on
such machinery as iz not munufuctured
there. giving tho chance of copying what-
over 10w piece of machinery may come
from other countries, and either buying
tho patent, or putting in n few extra
scrows, and claiming o new one, we say
nothing about the morality of the thing;
but, our present tariff has the practical
effect of putting us back to about the time
of Charles the first, and we are complete-
ly cut off from all the benefits to be
derived from the constunt competition
and searching trinls of machinery, that
tako place ot the difterent agricultural
shows in BEagland, for the duty is almost
n prohibition. 'To show how careful the
Legisluturo of Great Britain is, that no
extreme burden shall be put upon the
tillers of the soil, when tho Chancellor
of the Exchequer casually mentioned
agrienltural machinery as aun articlo on
which a revenue might be raised if re-
quired, he was so taken to task by the
Leader of the Opposition, for attempting
to add to the incumbrances of those who
provide the food for the soultitude, that
he literally had not a leg to stand on,
and this in a country where, in estimating
the value of crops, tho horse feed is en-
tirely omitted ; Nova Scotia not even pro-
ducing the Iatter article.

Before finishing this article I cannot
help referring to the Central Board, both
past and present. The gencral success
of the farming population seems to be,
according to the opinion of one member’s
expression in oue of those annual con-
gratulations, which are so common with
bodies elect, aud wlich mean so little,
almost guaranterd by the exertions of
the Central Board. “This puts one in
mind of an old picture in Punch, of the
Right 1Ion. FFoster Chaivman of the
Committee of Education, to the little
people : now we have been earnestly con-
sdering whether you may learn to read,
and have come 'o the conclusion, that,
under certain restrictions, &e., you can.
The farmers are coolly told that afier ail
they have had done for them, it is their
own fault if they do not go ahead and
presper, the fact of the matter being, that
the Board: have not removed one single
difficulty that lay in the farmer’s wav,
and have accomplished vothing that any
small body of farmers with equal coutrol
of the Government fumls could not have
done. I hear this opinion universally ex-
pres-ed, and when a member in the Leg-
islature proposes the total abolition of
thishody (whieh I think would be 2 great
mistake) it shows that o screw must be
looce somewhere.  Much good may coma
of the cfforts of the Central Board, if
properly directed, but, I do not believe
that devoting the whole funds to almost
nothing but the importation of stack will
suit the requirements of the country. As
asuggestion of what might be done, in de-
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viating from theold path, I would say,im-
port a dynamomoter, and test ploughs on
the ground, and let tho farmers sce how
mony useless pounds of horse-flesh thoy
ave annually throwing away,by employing
the old swing wedge shaped ploughs, in-
stead of the lever shnped wheel ploughs of
Messsrs. Howard or Ramrome & Siwms.
Referring once more to the duty on ma-
chinery, there is no reason why the
splendid clay Iauds about Newport
should not be brought into cultivation by
the steam plough, earning thirty per cent.
in the way Mr. Prout has in ISugland,
dut the duty alone would come to some-
thing like three hundred pounds. I see
if I ever want to publish I must finish,
but I have not said one half that I wish
to. I cannot go into practieal drainage in
this article, and any thinking man must
see how subordinate it is to the subject
on which this articie mainly bears. T'o con-
dense ns much as possible, few men pos-
sess suflicient capital to own, drain,
manure and work their farms, to give the
most profitable returns ; wherever this is
tho case it is to the advantage of the
farmer to borrow capital to work one or
more properties, to release lis own and
substitute that of somo one clse, as a
farm unworked and unmanured can only
be compared to a store without goods.
But referring to the remarks of M,
Dickson. Farmets should recollzct that
wortgaging for tie purpose of drainage is
dangerous, and not by any meauns as safe
as a ten year’s lease under a landlord,
unless the furmer has other securities to
fall back upon, for the followirg reasong:
everything appears to tun riot, to use a
sporting termafter drainage ; the increas-
ed warmth of the land starts every weed
seed, the accumulation of perhaps centar-
ies, growing, and the farmer, unless he
keeps good coutrol over his crops, may
have the mortification of secing an im-
mense mass of rubbish, iustead of vulu-
able grain; this will not pay interest
money, and consequently the straishtened
circumstance of a poor mun, might be
taken advantage of With a ten year's
lease, as almost every landlord kuows
more or less of the principle of agricul-
ture, except in cases of gross carelessuess
in the tenant negledting to clesn his erops,
no advaniage would be taken of a had
season, the same would be the case with
Government Scenrity, the objeet being to
increase the gencral prosperity of the
country. :

A few more remarks and I have done
for the present.  Should the Legislature
advance money for @raining, us it cer-
tainly will ultimately and the sooner the
better for its own credit, the security
should not be the farm but the drainage
itself, thus leaving the farm itself to be
mortgaged, to work the drained farm or
supply tenart’s capital. X know that this

" Is taking a very advanced and liberal

\

view of the whole subject, but not one
bit more than the exigency of tho crse
requires, for I have shown that if, accord-
ing to the experiments shown above, the
land does deteriorato in that ratin, that
tho thorough restoring the land to its
old state of fertility is almost an impossi-
bility, and consequently tho best that a
farmer can do is to keep up his balance
of fertility from haud to mouth; this ne-
cessitates increased fucilitics fur purchas-
ing, feeding steck, purchased lvod, ar-
rangments for saving manure, &e., &c.,
all requiring tenant’s or working capital,
As many may think that my idea of the
rapid deterioration of the land is simply
the working of a morbid imagination, let
them take an extensive drive through the
country, particularly where the clay soil
predominates, and question the farmers
themselves, and see how many would sell
out before they are starved out. Look at
the articles in the different Agricultural
Journals, one long article in the Maine
Farmer, headed, What shall we do to be
saved ? 'This article points out the seat of
the disease very plainly, but the remedy
is very absurd, the furms are to be restor-
ed by farmers going more into speciali-
ties, keeping sheep, and raising fruit, as if
sheep did not draw on phosphate and
nitrogon as much as anything else, and
as regards fruit, I think it is the Rev.
Ward Beecher, once a great advocate for
raising it, stated that after years of ex-
perience, he had come to the couclusion,
that, it paid sbout as well as anything
else, when the same time, trouble, skill
and eapital were employed in raising it.

I must now close wiih the following
apology for taking so much of your room
up. When first I commenced tile draining
@ scientific geutleman, then resident in
Windsor, who took great interest in my
operations, remarked, that it would not
be long Lefore every one would follow
my example. I confessed to having
great doubts. He then told me how rapid-
ly these improvements had been taken
up in the poorest parts of Scotland, re-
marking that surely the residents about
Windsor would be as enterprising and
intelligent. ‘Time has shown that my
doubts were nat without foundation ; con-
sidering tha’ . y draining  was successful
in every way, andappears to be universally
approved of by all the practieal farmers,
it scemed strauge that it had rot been
more upivessally carrie! om. I have
given the reasous to the best of my abili-
ty, that is the thorough iinorance as
to the application of furm capital, I know
that to n certuin extent this articie is
rambling and egotisticalthe former. 1 can-
not help, as writing for the press is not
my business and 1 have tackledw very
deep subject; as regards the latter: Ehad
to refer to myself as being the only @ L
know of who has completely deviated
from tho beaten track. Although it does

not belong to this article, X cannot close
without one illustration of the indirect

advattages of draining ; last year ¥ prac-

ticed an easy method of getung out tur-
nips, much in vogue in Eungland, by
plonghing out with a very broad shear,
cutting the tap roor, Lut the men com-
plained that it made it inconvenient to
get hold of the tup, so0 this year by way of
improvement, weo fixed broad chisel
shaped blades to wooden handles, and
with one of these implements a man can
top a3 fast as he can walk; the plough
then follows and leaves .” ¢ turnips on the
ground, with nothing more to be done
than to pick them uo and throw them
into a cart. "This was carried on success-
fully wherever the land was drained, bat,
on & small undrained piece the old tedi-
ous, expensive operation of pulling had
to be resorted to.

Any remarks made in this article that
may appear to be offensive, mus. be taken
in the fair spirit of criticism in which they
aro offered ; the writer does not pretend to
censure anybody, believing that the Cen-
tral Board have always conscientiously
performed their duty tu the best of their
ability, but the 1estoting, or rather forcing
agriculture into the position it should
hold will require a great deal of mental
labor, and the united cfforts of the whole
country,

- —r = e % o

MR. CARR'S ACCOUNT OF TIHE
SHORT HHORNS OF HILLHURST,
COMPTON, QUEBEC.

(From Bell's Weekly Messenger.)

Mr. Cochirane’s fuun of Ilillhurst now
consists of about 1000 acies of fine roll-
ing land, almost in one biuck, and well
watered  with  springs and brooks, the
haunt of many « speckled trout. It lies
between (wo picturesque valleys, about
three mi'es fiom the Compton station of
the Grand Trank Railway of Canada
110 miles east of Montreal, 120 south of
Qucbee, and 18 north of the boundary
line betvreen Canada snd the United
States. The soil is, for the wost part,
a fing, deep,.gravelly loam, well adupted
tu the growth of grass, spring Wheat,
aud Turnips, which sare the principal
crops, though Oats, Barley, and Indian
Corn ure also cultivated to o smaller ex-
tent.  About 500 ucres ave in permanent
meadow and pasture, the herbage of which
is luxuriant and vividly green, with a
close spontancons undergrowth of white
Clover, whidh appears to make the sheep
and lambs only too fat. Nearly 130
acres ave under a course of rotation. The
remaining portion of the estate is chiefly
woodland, and ground marshy from
springs, or cumbered with forest stumps
and glacial houlders. Much of this wood-
land is Maple, valuable for the extraction
of sugar, the annual yield of which on
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DMr. Cochrane’s land amounts to about 2
tons, in quality identical with cane sugar,
and superior to the brown sugar of the
colonics. Whilo the woods are thus ren-
dered profitable, every year drainage is
carried vigorously forward, and the hugo
fangs of the primoval forest and ponder-
ous masses of rock aro torn up by the
iron grappling hooks of the resistless
stone and stump extractor. . . . When
Mr. Cochranc commenced his work of im-
provement, there was but little enterpriso
or spirit of progress amongst Canadian
stock farmers. In the province of Que-
bec thoy ave chicfly French Cunadians,
who, being somewhat circumseribed in
means, were natuvally cautious in regard
to any outlay of money invelving risk,
until Mr. Cochrane’s example set some of
the more enlightened among them to im-
proving the qaality of their stock by the
use of pure-bred ruales.

As a leader in the march of improve-
ment, Mr. Cochirane commenced his spir-
ited carecer with » determination o have
the best and most fashionable specimens
of the Shorthorn race that money could
procure; and he arccordingly made his
selections, parily from tho tribe that for o
series of years has enjoyed the sanction
and support of the bucolic aristocracy of
England, and partly from that which,
through a still more lengthened period,
has maintained the pride of place in her
national show fields. Iis first purchase
of note was made in 1867, when, along
with 2 valuable ecargo of the choicest
Cotswold, Leicester, Southdown, and Lin-
eoln sheep, Suffolk horses, and Berkshire
pigs, he imported the world-renowned
cow, Rosedale, whose performances in the
principal show rings of Great Dritain
have never been equalled.  This queen
of cows was a daughter of Mr. Booth’s
Valasco aud Roty by Mastir BeLLe-
VILLE, and was bred by Lady Pigot, who
hac tho good fortune to purchase hier daw,
then carrying the unborn Rosedale, from
Mr, Carr.  No exhibitor had ever enjoy-
eq such a carcer of conquest as the fair
lady of Branches when proprietress of
this peerless Shorthorn—

‘¢ To her, as to the hurning Leven,
Short, {;rigbt, 1esistless course was given.”

During the brief period of two years
she had won with Resedale upwards of
500 gs. in prizes, besides several valuablo
cups, two of thein being of the value of
100 gs.cach. Rosedale subsequently be-
came the property of the Duke of Mon-
trose, at whose sale she was purchased for
Mz, Cochirane at 233 gs. On the pass-
age to Canada she gave birth to asea
calf (male), which was safely landed, but
was, unfortuuately, overlaid by its dam
in the loose box to which they were trans-
ferred from the steamer at Montreal.
Mr. Cochraue Lnving at this time no
Booth bull, Rosedale was next crossed
with 11T Deke or THORNDALE, a pure

Ducliess bull, bred by Br, Thorne, which
liad beoun lately added to the Iillhurat
hord, at a cost of £600, and she produced
a roan keifer, Rosedale's Duchess, which
tho Albany Country Gentleman pronoun-
ced “equal in all poiiits to her dam, save
in fuluess of heart, and foreflank, charac-
toristio of the Booth blood.” This heifer
was sold when a yearling to Mr. Duncar,
of Tilinois, for £700, and resold by him
within three months to Colonel King, of
Minuesota, for £1100. Tho colonel sub-
sequently purchased Rosedale horsolf for
£1200, *he price to bo reduced one-half
if sho proved not in calf, which unluckily
happ:z:? to be the case.

In 1868 Mr. Cochrane bought from
the Wetherby herd for 1000 gs., Ducless
97th, by 8rp DURE 6F WHARFDALE,
This heifer was, in her purchaser's opini-
on, ty far the best of four from which he
had the privilege of choosing at that price,
the other three being Duchesses 98th,
99¢h, aud 100th. No 97 was tho first
 Duchess ”* fomale Captain Gunter had

ever parted with since his original pur-;

chase at the Tortworth sale of Duckess
67tk (for 350 gs.), Duchsss 70t (for 810
gs.),and Duchess 69th (for 400 gs.). She
wag, moreover, the first of her family
that had been exported from England
since the great American purchases in
1853, and the price given for her was the
highest that bad ever been realised for o
female Shorthorn.

At the same period various other ac-
quisitions were made by Mr, Cochrane.
Amoungst them, for 250 gs., a pure Booth
animal of great beauty, Mr. Bruere's Star
of Bratthwaite, then three years old, and
forward in calf to Mr. Carr’s PRINCE or
THE Reary.  She is by BaAroN BoortH,
a prize winner, and the sire of prize win-
ners, and from Star of Windsor, by
WiNpsor, the Carlisle Royal 1st prize
bull, her grand-dam being Mr. Bruere's
well-known cow Vesper by Kine Ar-
THUR, a son of Cowy PRiNCE and the
invincible Venus Fictriz. From Mr.
Harvey's herd he at the same time selected
a 3-ycar-old ved and white heifer, IVild
Lyes 26th, at tho price of 150 gs. Sho
was then vearly dus to calve,and dropped
a roan bull calf, which was shipped 24
hours afterwards with its dam, and ar-
rived safely at its destination, In addi-
tior: to these Mr. Cochrane bought from
Mr. Torr of Aylesby, Warlaby Flower, a
roan yearling of the Flower family, ori-
ginally bred by Robert Colling, with four
immediate crosses of Booth sires; and a
fine young bull, which has since done
good service in the herd of Mr. Wain-
field, of Xentucky, viz., RoperT NAPIER,
descended fiom Mr. Booth's Anna, by
PrLogmgmid byghe Warlaby sire, LorD

. Iu thig year it need hardly be
sagy that Mr. Cochrane distanced all com-
petitors in the Canadian show fields, be-
ing awarded amongst other honours too

numorous to detail, the Princo of Wales'
prize at the exhibition of the Provincial
Association of OQntavio, as the owner of
the best hord of Shorthorns, n group of
five females aud ono male, wa.ich after-
wards won tha Gold Medal of the Now
York State Agricultural Society ; aud at
tho exhibition of the Quebee Association
o was presented with a gold modal # for
his eminent services in importing valu-
able stock into the couutry.”

In 18G9 Mr. Cochrave brought over,
amougst other live stock, five more fomnle
Shorthoras and ono yearling bull, selected
from the vespective herds of Dlessrs.
Barnes, Torr, Aylmer, and Lynn—the
purchase price of these six animals aver-
aging £114, Tho Westland herd sup-
plied tha Booth cow Isabella Sovereign,
sinco sold to Illinois; Aylesby Manor
sent Weal Bliss, Bright Lady, and GEN-
ERAL Navier., Weal DBliss dorives her
linenge from the * Waterloo” family, for-
merly in tho possession of Mr. Bates, and
upon this fouudation has tour fine crosses
of Warlaby sires, one of them being
Crowx Puince. Bright Lady has the
super-addition of five splendid Booth
crosses, (CrowN Prince, VANGUARD,
Britrso Prixce, DBREASTPLATE, and
Lorp Brirnie) upon the pedigree of the
“ Blanche” family, descended from Mr,
Booth’s Anna by Pinor. GENERAL
Narier can boast of an equal number of
Booth crosses upon the blood of 1Ir.
Torr’s < G " tribe. Tho other two im-
portations were Mr. Aylmer's Horest
Queen (since sold) and Mr. Lynn’s
Queen of Diamonds (the 2d prize heifer
at the Manchester Royal); descended
from the stock of Mlr. Chrisp, and got by
Prizesax, son of Mr. Booth’s HARDIN-
Ger. This heifer was repeatedly shown
against Patricia, by Mr. Booth’s Lonp
Britug, and Lady dunie by Mr. Carr's
Prixce or THE Expirg, and kept her
place as a good secoud, whilst the other
two alcernated as 1st and 8rd, tho three
being considered the best show heifers in
Eungland. Later in this year another
shipment of Shorthorns was made for
MMr. Coclrane, comprising British Maid
from Mr. Chaloner’s sale, dam of the
highest priced lots there, and having four
crosses of Booth blood in a family of very
old descent ; Floribunda, a Dr. M'HaLE
cow, u-50 from Mr. Chalouer’s; and two
heifers from Mr. Pawlett's herd—namely
Princess, of “ Fame” tawmily, which pro-
duced Mr. Booth’s celebraced cows Fatih,
Hope aud Charity,and Lady Pigot's royal
prize winners, Dame Swift and MASTER
Rarip (the offspring of cows bought of
Mr. Carr), and Rose of June, from the
same tribe as Mr. Douglas’ Rose of Sum-
mer and Rose of dutumn, and Mr. J.
Booth's MANTALINTL

That Mr. Cochraug’s importations had
been conducted ont no niggardly,.scale is
cvident from the fact that the averago

R
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rico of 22 Shorthorus brought over by
im in 1868 and 18G9 amounted, ex-
penses included, to nearly 200 gs. Mr.
Cochrane’s lierd was now raised to about
80 hiend. At the close of 18G9 ho had been
breeding high-bred stock of various de-

-scriptions for five years, had invested

very largo sums in land, huildings, and
improvemeats, as well as in live stock;
and was able to say that the recelipts had
paid curront expenses, and & good inter-
est on the capital. Encournged by so
gratitying a vesult, Mr. Cochrine deter-
mined to Inunch out +till more boldly in
his Shorthorn veuntures, aud in the mag-
nitude of hiz investnents of 1870 he far
cclipsed all previous importers to the
continent. In this year he

head of high-class Shorthorns, the aggre-
gate cost of which, including a lot of
Cotswold sheep, Berkshire pigs, aud o
hunting mare, was nearly £15,C00, the

~ most valuablo shipment of stock over

made by one individual.  Yorkehire had
the houor of furnishing nbout one half
tho contingent.  Amongst them were
Capt. Gunter’s Duchess 101st, a red 2.
year-old by 41t ek or TnorNbpaLE,
from Duchess S4thyand Ducless 103rd, o
rich roan, somewhat younger, by the same
sire, and from Juckess 9204, both heifors
in calf to tho Wetherhy white bull, Stu
Drke or Your. The price of the two
was 2500 gs. At Warlaby he possessed
himself, at a cost 1500 g, of Lady
Grateful, the own sister of Lady Fragrant
for which cow, then in the meridian  of
her fame, he fruitlessly offered 2000 g5,
o also Lought of Mr. Booth, Ly Both,
since dead, and the yearling ball Roran
COMMANDER, by the Royal prize-winning
bull Commanpir-aN-Cmer, and from
Drudence, of the famous * Strawberry”
fawily, his price being 600 s, From
Mr. J. Bootly, of Killerhy, Le puchased
Ludy of the Leke Ly Kxiour Ernar,
an 8-ycar-old cow of the = Iecula” trilie,
for 500 gs., tho two heifers of the same
family, viz., Fairy Gua by I C. B, and
Qucen of Deauly by Kxisur Exnrant,
for 230 gs. each, aud two other heiters,
Mr. Bruere’s herd contvibuted to this
ghipment the young bull Booth’s Manks-
MAN, of the  Ve-per” tribe, which was

bought the morning after after his arrival |

at Moutreal by Colonel King., "T'wo Leif-
ers, went from My, Barnes.  Eight good
heifers, « well Boothed” as they say in
Canada, were bought from Mr. ITugh
Aylmer ; and Roscdale 3rd, hialf-sister to
the famous Losedale, from the Rev. .J.
Storer, the price paid for her being 250
gs. Amongst the prize animals exported
to Hillhurst were Countess of Yarborough,
the second prize yearling at the Oxford
Reoyal, the Duke of Buccleuch’s Royal
first prize bull ScoTsyay, Mr. Cralbe’s
prize bull, OLp Say, and Mr. Garne’s
Joan of Are. The lot comprised two

Wild Eyes hoifors. Afr. Cochrane, not
caring to risk all his oggs in one basket,
left four of the most voluable Shorthorns
to follow in tho next steamer, including
Lady Gratefal, Lady Booth, and Rovawn
Comyanper. The animals forming the
first consignment reached their destinn-
tion feariully bruised by & severe storm
encountered in mid-ocean, in which tho
hunter and & fow pigs and sheep wero
killed outright. Mr. Cochrane’s next
LEunglish purchnses were made at the
Nunwick ¢1le, where a vory good cow,
Wild Eyes Duckess, fell to his nod at 250
g5, and Warerroo 38ta, ta 300 gs,
He also procured another of Mr. Booths'
“Vesper” tribe for 500 g+ ; Stir Queen
by the Surrer, her dam being Star of
Windsor, by Winpsor, and Lady Wor-
cester, of the “ Wild Eyes” tribe from the
herd of Mr. Harward,

Iu connection with Mr. Cockrane’s in-
vestmonts in 1870 I may remark upoa
the extent to which his bold, spirited pur-
chases influcnced the Buglish Shorthorn
market. It was not until the memorable
visits of the Canadian capftalist that the
stars of Wetherby and Warlaby attained
their zenith. e Cochrane, in fact, in-
angurated the golden ern of Booth and
Bates, ‘The Isis of Wetherby and the
Obiriz of Warlaby were raised by the zeal
of a Canadian to parallel niches in the
templeof Fortune, The offerings of their
votaries redoubled; and the Shorthorn
world fell down to worship the golden
calves which Cochrane, the king of
importers, set up.  Messrs, Walcott &
Campbell had, it is true, before this time,
gallantly led ap to theso extreme prices
by the purchase of some Transatlantic
wembers of the “Duchess” family at 1000
gs. each, and by giving a similar price for
i one of their Booth purchases at Warlaby ;

but this had not materially cubaneed the

value of theze fushionable stocks in Eng-
s lawdd, possibly beetse Jonathan is acere-
Pdited with a‘prefererce for paying dear
" for his whisile. Now, however, their
current prices began to range from 1000
to 2000 gs., and the eale of a buli or heif
erat 1500 gs., is at present gyuoted as
as coolly as these at 300  were
bofore.  Mr. Cochrane was one of
the first to reap the benefit of the vise in
Duchess blood he had himself promoted ;
« for in 1871, when the reputation of his
herd had long been spread, by many a
worthy representative of it, over Canada
and the neighbouring republie, from Ken-
tucky to California, he found himself in a
positica 1o export to Ingland at highly
remunerative prices, the offspring of his
most recent purchases from the old coun-
try. Colonel Kingscote and Lord Dun-
pwore were his first costomers—the for-
mer buying the Dere or HinLuurst, a
red year-old from Duckess 97th and by
14111 Dure o THoryNDALEL; the latter
a 3-year-old heifer of the Oxford tribe,

11¢h Lady of Oxford, the swmn paid for
the Dukk boing 800 gs. (almost equal to
the cost of his dam), and for the heifer
750 gs., the highest price that had up to
this iime, been obtained for ono of this
family. In tho following month Lord
Dunmore bought tho oftspring of Mr.
Cochrane's Duchesses 101s¢ and 103rd,
both heifer calves by the 8t Duxe cor
Your, the former roan, the latter white,
the purchnse price of the two being 2500
£5. the same sam a3 had been paid for
their doms.  Mr, Cochrane replaced these
drafts upon his herd by the purchase
from Col. Kiug of the two Oxford heifers
bought by the Colonel of M. Sheldon
(11th Lady of Oxford and 8th Maid of
Oxford ), and the very grand bull, 6t
Duxr or GeENEVA, of the purest Duch-
ess blood. ‘The bull is from th Duchess
of Genera, and by that distinguished sire
Banrox oF Oxrorp, who was by Duxr
or GLO'STER from Oxford 13tk the cow
which also produced Loup Oxrorn, Is-
reriaL Oxrorp, Loup Oxtvonp Tig
25p, and 3rp Lorb OaroRry, all expurt-
ed to England.  Colonel King, who Lad
sold all his Bates animals for the purpuse
of giving his attention more parvticularly
to Shorthorns of Looth descent, returned
the compliment by buying of Mr. Coch-
rane his beantiful Kill-rby cow Lady of
the Lale. IIaving at this time sold into
Oregon 17 head of Shorthorns, mostly
imported, Mr. Coclirane supplied their
place with selections to the number of
20 head from the mother herds of Eng-
land, and whilst thete <oll to Lord Dun-
more 8t Ml of Cepind and her ealf

Lat 800 gs., Fasterdoy and her ealf at 730

s, nad Grace 200 (ot 230 gs,, the lot of
five to be despaichied ty England vith the
two “ Duchess™ heifers previovsly sold.
Lasterday and Gruace were of the © Ca-
bridge” or *“ Red Ruse” tribe, from A
Renick’s branch of which, in Keutucky,
Lord Dutmere has made bis recent pur-
chases. They are descended flom Llvse
af Stwron, hought by the Ohio Company
frow e, Bates, who had puvelioad Ler
ancestress, Red Rose 156, the dwughter of
* American Cow,” 50 call-d because sho
hiad Leew sent out to Awerica carly in
the present century, and brought Lome
agian after ten  vems' residence there.
Amongst Mr. Cochrang’s last mentioued
importations were—Mre. Keunards Ox-
Jord Ducless, and Mr. (0 A, Barney’
Royal Duckess 2ud, siner sold to IMinois ;
two excellent yeavling heilers, Postulucce
a prize wiuner, bred by Mr. J. Christie,
and Belinda Ousford, by Mr, (. Darnett,
both now the property of My, Coffin, of
Muirkirk, of whose small bat exceedingly
choice herd of Shorthorns Maryland may
well be prond. ‘There was also an exquis-
ito heifer bred by Mr. Garne, Nellie
Dooth by Rovar Bexepier; and from
that successful breeder, Mr. Meadows, of

Wexford, two prize heifers, oue of which
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(Primrase 9th, by Mr. Carr’s PRINCE OF
it Reany) Me. Coclirano describes as
g perfect gem.”

Barly in the present year Mr. Coch-
rane, whose tastes were now inclining
towards Shorthorns of the Booth type
and character, made overturcs to Mr.
Campbell for the purchase of the animals
which he had obtained from Warlaby,
and succeeded in buying Bride of the
Vale, n daughter of Lorp or TiE VAL-
LEY, dnd the Royal prize cow Suldier's
Bride, by Wixpson; dMerry Pedl, by the
Royal prizo bill Commannpen-1x-CHIEF,
and from Lady Ahrth, of the « Blisg”
family ; her daughter, Merry Dride, by
Rorar Bexepict; her son, Royar Bri-
ToN, and two cows of shorter pedigree,
White Rose and Royal Rose, the price
paid for the batch being £3500.  AMerry
Peal proving not in calf; Mr. Campbell,
with his usual conscientious desire to act
squarely in all his dealings, and give
measure for measure to his customers,
took her back at her fall price, 4000 dol-
lars, though no such condition had been
stipulated for, and she has since become
the property of Mr. Carr. Meanwhile,
fresh argosies of horned beauties were on
the tide for Ililthurst and the passengers
of the good ship Vickshorg had on oppor-
tunity of enlivening tho tedium of a sea
voyage by the study of Shorthorn points
and perfections between decks, where in
blooming array stood Mr. Stratton’s prize
darlings, Village Ilose and her companion
Innocence, Blv. Wiley’s Loudse and Lady-
bird, and Mr. ‘Torr’s Fair Napier.  All
had gone well through the the passrge.
They were off Riviere du Loup, the pilot
on board,weather fogay, when ser-r-unch !
bump! bang! and ser-r-r-r-unch again,
and the custodian of the precious live
freizht woke up to the appalling appre-
hension that Neptune and his sea dogs
w.re going in for Euglish beef. The
vessel was grinding on a rock, and the
son pouring in eager to swallow up the
bovine voyagers. The water being soon
up to their knees, ropes and tackle were
hastily attached to the heads and horns
of the animals and they wore hauled up
by their necks to the main deck, where
the poor beasts fell down shuddering and
moaning with pain and fear. In a few
hours they were transferred to 2 tugboat
and safely landed. The only other Short-
horns Mr. Cochrane has ventured to im-
port in this year of foot-and mouth dis-
ease were Vernal Star, by the SUTLER,
of Mr. Druere's « Vesper” tribe (her
price being 400 gs.), and Pave Swell by
Prixce or Warrapy, of Mr. Torr’s
“Waterwiteh” farmly.  The latter of
whom it might not unnaturally be sup-
posed that “her home was on the deep,”
tound a grave in it, guing overboard with
200 gs. “on her heads” the former, a
massive cow of fine proportions, and her
two months old heifer calf, weathered the

stormy Atlantic, and liva to sharo in the

bountiful provision made for man aud

beast at hospitable Hillhurst,
Agricultural Reports,
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ST. ANN'S AGRICULT. SOCIETY.

Sourn Gur, ST. AxN's,
drd December, 1872,

The Annual Meoting of the St. Ann’s
Agricultural Socicty was held this day in
terms of the Act for Xncouragement of
Agriculture.  All the Oflicers of the
Society were present.  The minutes of
last meeting were read and confirmed.
The Treasurer's accounts for the year
were examined and found correct. On
motion of D. Morrison, Esq., seconded
by Mr. John Campbell, the Oflicers wero
continued in office for the ensuing year,

The Directors having submitted their
report for the year, it was found that the
sua of 8130 had been expended in pur-
chasing seceds and implements for the use
of the Society, which, together with the
working expenses of the Society, left a
balance of §30 in the Treasurer’s hands.
Respecting the crops in this agricultural
district, the hay crop was a good average,
also the potato crop was above average;
turnips, and all root crops gave satisfac-
tory results.  All the grain crops proved
below average.

Charles J. Campbell, Esq.,, M. P. P,
was nominated to represent the Society
ut the Board of Agriculture.

Jory Morrisox, Secretary.
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MILFORD IIAVEN AGRIC. SOCIETY.

In drawing up this Report the Sccioty
is happy to congratulate the Board on
the agricuitural prospects of this County,
as compared with the past five years.

Although the Spring was backward all
the crops have been tolerably good. The
potatoes are of an excelleut quality.
Wheat has been decidedly better, and
sown to a larger extent than heretofore.
Hay in some parts of the County has
been very good, whilst in other parts it
has been something below an average.
QOats have not yielded so well as in for-
mer years. The Buckwheat has been
much better than in former years. Tur-
nips have not been sown to a very large
extent last year.

The certificate of the subscriptions of
this Society, required by law, has been
forwarded to enable this Society to draw
the Annual Grant for the past year.
Since the formation of this Society we
believe it has done igportant service in
th~ County for the improvement of agri-
culture. It now numbers 96 members.

Annexed is a statement of accounts of
expenditure for the past year.

This Socioty hnas nominated Mr. Geo.
Cameron as their delogate or ropresentas
tivo to chooso a representative for the
County for tho formation of the Central
Board.

Tha Officers for the ensuing year are
as follows:—President, Wm. Tory ; Vice
President, Jas. R. Atuatu; Secretary,
Thos. McDounaid, Zreasurer, James har.
shall ; Auditor, Colin Chishiolm ; Direct-
ors > Joseph Tory, Alex. Maury, Willinm
Nash, William McIay, John W. Bruce,

Dxn.
To 20 White Chiester Pigs. ...,

33 Lushols Seed Whaat. ... 8.00
25y o Black Seed Oa .
H36 % Grass Seed...... .
S Cash paid on houso. voevviaiaes eree sesesnae .G8
# Jucidental £Xpenses.cocerecesenes tiestasess 45,83
$374.99
Cr.
Amount dus on Castings. ..evoveeene oo veee 8 17.00
By Promlssory Notes for Sceds. . ces 115
* Notesgiven f r Plas. ... ovievee 13.

0 gor two Mowhyg Machiues. ..
“ Amomnt of old notes on haud from 1878......
# Cash fu Treasurer’s hands. ... seseares

9 Subecriptionh. .o ciiienee .

¢ Provinclal Grant
“ Duo on houso rent to January 3rd, 18

§331.43
BAlaNCe e ereiiensncossorcaseansocssssssasasas 8156.44

Joux A. StreLE, Secretary.
Maxcuesrer, Juny, 7th, 1878.

CORNWALLIS CENTRAL AG. SOC'Y.

Officers and members elected at An-
nual Meeting, Decemher 6th, 1872:—
President, William Chase; Vice Prest.,
Henry Pelton ; Secretary and Treasurer,
Henry Lovett; Directors: Robert W.
Beckwith, Wm. Burgess, Melbourne
Murchant, Iarding Sweet, Lawson Rock-
well.

DEVON BULL WANTED.

Munrorp, Haxts Co.,
Tebruary, 1878.

Sir,—~Colouel Laurie requested mo to
ask you to in-ert awn advertisement in
the Journal of Agriculture, to say that
he wanted & Devon DBall, for Qakfield.
And also, if he can get a Devon, he will
sell his Ayrshire Buli, aged 3 years next
spring, and 2 Ieifers, aged 2 years, with
calf, and 2 yearling heifers.

Truly yours.
IL. S. Yromaxs.
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