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‘¢ PROVE ALL THINGS, HOLD FAST THAT WHICH 18 Goop.”’

SACREDEXTRACTS,

———

CHRIST WILL COME AGAIN.
THE cmusrmu"s HOPE,

# Fog [ know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall
stand at the latter day upon ike earth ; and though after my skin
worms destroy this bedy, yet énmy flesh shall f see God.” Job
zix. 25, 26, ’

T saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son
of man came with the clouds of Heaven, and came to the Ancient
of days, and they brought him near before him. And there was

iven him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people,
nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion isan ever-
lasting dominien, which shall rot pass away, and his kingdom
that which shal] not be destroyed.” Dan. vii. 13, 14.

Ve men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing upinto heaven §
this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so
come in like manrer as yo have seen him go isto heaven.””
Acts 1. 11

¢« For the Son of man skall come in the glory of his Father
with his angels ; and then he shall reward every man according
to his works,® Mett. xvi. 27.

¢¢ Aud there shall be signs in the sun, andin the moon, and
in the stare § and upon the earth distress of nations, with perples-
jty; the sem and the waves roaring ; men’s hearts failing them
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242 Sacred Extracts.

for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on
the earth : for the powers of heaven shall be shaken And then
shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and
great glory.” Luke xxi. 25-27.

*“ And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the
days of the Son of man. They did eat, they drank, they married
wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noe enter-
ed into the ark, and the flood came, and destroyed them all.—
Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot ; they did eat, they
drank, they bought, they sold, thev planted, they builded ; But
the same day that Lot went out of Sodom it 1ained fire and brim-
stone from heaven, and destroyed them all. Lven thus shall it be
1n the day when the Son of man is revealed.” Luke xvii. 26-30.

¢ Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days
scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and saying, Where is
the promise of his coming ? for since the fathers {el] asleep, all
things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation,
But, beloved, bhe not igzorant of this one thing, that one day is
with the Lord as a thousand years, and a theusand years as one
day. The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some
men count slackness ; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not will-
ing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.
But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night ; inthe
which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the
elementsshall melt with fervent heat, the earthalso and the works
that are therein shall beburned up. Nevertheless we, according
to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein
dwelleth righteousness.”” 2 Peter iii. 8, 4, 8, 9, 10, 13.

““ Be ye therefore ready aiso, for the Son of man cometh at
an hour when ye think not.”” Luke xii. 40,

¢ For the grace of God that bringeth salvationhath appear-
cd to all men,—teaching us that, denying ungodliness and world-
ly iusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this
present world ; looking for that blessed hope, and the glorinus
appearing of the great God and cur Saviour Jesus Christ.”” Tias
i, 11-13.

“ For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be
made alive. But every man in his own order ;» Christ the first
fruits ; afterward they that are Christ’s at his coming.”” 1 Cor.
xv. 22, 23

“For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so’
them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. Where-
fore comfort one another with these words.” Thes, iv. 14. 18.

¢ Henceforih there is laid np for me a crown of righteous-
ness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that
day : and not to meonly, but unto all them also that love his ap-
pearing.” 2 Tim. iv. 8.

‘¢ 30 Christ was once oficred to bear the sins of many ; and
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unto’them that look for him shall he appear the second fine with-
out sin unto salvation ¥ leb. ix. 28,

“ For our conversation is in heaven ; frowm «rhence also
we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.”” Phil. iii. 20.

*“ He hath hegotten us again, unto a lively hope, by i%e re~
surrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 1 Pet. i. 3.

¢ Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it deth not yet
appear what we shall be : but we know that, when he shall ap-
pear, we shaii be like him ; fer we shail see him ashe is. And
every man that bath this hape in him, purifieth himself, even as
heis pure.”” 1 John iii. 2. 3,

““ Whaen Christ, who 1s our life, shall appear, then shall ye
also appear with him in glory.”” Col. iii. 4.

* For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven, with a
shout, with the voice of the Archangel, and with the trump of
God; and the dead in Christ shall vise first.” 1 Thes. iv. 16.

““ And they sang a new song, saying, Thouart worthy, &e.
For thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood,
out of ever' kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation ; and
hast made us unto onr God, Kings and Priests ; and we shall
reign on the carth.”” Rev. v. 9, 10,

¢ And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment
wasgiven untothem: and I sawthe souls of them that were be-
headed for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of Geod, and
which had not worshipped the beast, ncither his image, neither
had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands;
and they lived and reiened with Chri .t a thousand years. But
the rest of the dead lived not again unti! the thousand years were
finished.  This 1s the firsu resurrection. Blessed and holy 18 he
that hath part in tl. first resurrection : on such the secopd death
hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ,
and shait reign with him a thousand years.” Rev. xx. 4-6.

“ And I saw anew heaven and a new earth: for the first
heaven and the fi-st earth w.re passed away ; and there was no
more sea. And I John saw the Holy city, new Jerusalem, com-
ing down fron:. God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband. And I heard a great voice out of heaven say-
ing, Behold, the tabernacle of Godis with men, and he will dwell
with ihem, and they shall be his people, and God himselfshall be
with them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes ; and there shall be no more death, neither
serrow, not crying, neither shall there be any more pain : for the
former things are passed away.”” Rev. xxi. 1-4.

““ Behold he cometh with clonds ; and every eye shall see
him, and they also which pierced him : and all kindreds of the
carth shall wail because of him. ¥ven so Amen.” Rev. i. 7.



44 The Coming Saeiour, §e.
PREACHING THE COMING SAVIOUR,

BEST ADAPTED TO OUR CONSTITUTION,

I wonder that our popular divines remain so blind to the
philosophy of human nature, as they manifestly do, in expecting
so much from the annunciation of Death. Is it not a fact daily
witnessed, that men brave death {from considerations in themselves
of very small moment ?  Not only inthe field of battle, butin the
field of honour, men brave death, rather thansubmit to the most
trifling insult from their {ellows. On the other hand, isthere a
man on carth who would be found brave and fearless, were heto
see an appearance fromn the world of spirits—the departed spirit
of a {riend, oranangel of light > Inaannouncing, theretore, the
Coming of the Lord with ten thousand of his saints, which the
Apostles so frequently do, and our modern preachers so rarely,
we of the literal school do touch a string of the human heart,
which will be found to vibrate with deeper tones than any which
can arise from the consideration of death, Accordingly, it is, I
believe, a fact, that wherever this doctrine is preached with any
degree of comprehension of its Scriptural bearings, though it at
first shocks all the preconceptions and prejudices of our congre-
gations, yet at length, the common people, who are the reposi-
tories of so much of the piain common sense of human nature,
more valuable by far than the lcarning of our schools of theology,
receive it gladly, and find it to be food for their souls. The saints,
of God count it as the pearl of great price, and would nct pait
;lvith it were the whole world offered in exchange.— . Cunning-

am.

EXPOSITION OF THE PROPHECY OF PETER,

CONCERNING THE DAY OF CHRIST’S SECOND COMING.

2 Peter iii. 1, 2. Peter exhorts the believing Jews, unto,
whom he writes, to be mindfu! of the words of the holy prophets,
Isaiah, Daniel, and Malachi, concerning the Coming of Christ
to Judgment, aad the rcstoration then promised ; it being also,
confirmed by the apostles of our Lord and Saviour.

Ver. 3, 4. For howsoever it were then believed both by
Jews, and Christianized Geatiles, yet in the lyst days should come
those, who, walking after their own desires, (or humours,} should
deny, or deride the expectation of any such promise of the day of
Christ, saying, Where is the promise of his coming ¢ Where
is the new heaven and the new earth you talk of ?

Ver. 4. The reason of this their unbelief, being, because
they imagine there hath uever yet since the creation of the world,
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been any example of such a destruction, and change cnsuing it,
as this, at the coming of Christ should be.  For since the fathers
sell esleep, (say they,) evensince Adumdied, allthings have con-
tinued us they were from the beginning of the creation. There-
fore, the expectation of any such change of the world, and the
state of thtngs therein (as is supposed) is vain and frivolous, and
never to be fullilled.

Ver. 5, 6. But those who suppose this, that there hath
never yetauoy such destruction, and change befallen the creation,
and thence conclude, there is no such, nor shall ever be, they
weigh and cousider not the universal deluge inthe time of Noah,
(when the curse laid uponthe creature for nan’s sin, first solemn-
Iy taok place,) brought as a like destruction, so a like change
upon the world for the degeneration of the creature, as this, at
the Sccond Coming of Christ shall be, for the restoration and
renovation of the same, in the day of the glorious liberty of the
children of God. For the heavens were of old, and the globe of
the earth, consisting partly of water, (viz. that of the great deep,)
and partly amoangst water, to wit, the clouds and flood-gates of
heaven hanging about it; all framed by the word of God; by
which waters, the world which then was, being overwhelmned
with water, perished ; as it is written, Gen, vii. 11, &e. In
the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, the
seventeenth day of the menth, were all the fountains of the great
deep broken up, and the flood-gates (or cataracis) of heaven were
opened : and ver. 18, Andthe water prevailed exceedingly upon
the earth. And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of
fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping thing,
and every man, ver. 21,

Ver. 7. But the heavens and the earth (that is, the world)
which is now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto
fire, atthe day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men; accord-
ing to the Prophecy of Daniel, (chap. vii. 10,) who saw a fiery
stream issuing and coming forth before the Judge of the world,
and the body of the fourth beast burned therewith; and of Isaiah,
(chap. xlvi. 15, 16,) whosaith of that day, That the Lord shail
come with fire; and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render
his anger with fury, and his rebukes with flames of fire. And
that by fire, and by his sword (2. e. by his sword of fire,) the
Lord would plead withal! flesh, and theslain of the Lord <hall be
many. * It may be, it is ofthis day, the same prophet Isaiah also
speaks, chap. ix. 5, where he saith, the battle of the Messial
should not be as the ‘“ battle ofthe warrior, with confused nsise,
and garm. ais rolled in blood, but with burning and fuel of fire.”’
Fov tke old y»ophets (for the most part) speak of the Coming of
Christ indefinitely and in general, without that distinction of first
and second coming, which the Gospel out of Daniel hath more
clearly taught us.  Andso consequently, they spake ofthz things
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to be at Christ’s Coming indefinitely and altogether, which we,
who are now more [ully informed by the revelation of the Gospel
of a two-fold coming, must apply each of them to its proper time;
those things which befit the state of' his firs? Coming unto it: and
such things as befit the state of his second coming, unto the se-
cond; and what befits both ahke, may be applicd unto both --
So also Mal. iv. 1, that the great and terrible day shall burn as
an oven, and all the pioud, and all that do wickedly, shall be
stubble, which at the coming of that day shall be burnt up.

Ver. 8. But whereas I mentioned (saith Per) the day of
udgment, lest ye might mistake it for a short day, or aday ot a
few hours: I would not, beloved, have you jignorant, that cue
day with the Lord is as a thousand years, and a thousand years
as one day.

Ver. 9. And though this day be long deferred, yet is not
the Lord slack concerning his promise, (as some men account
slackness, as if' he had altered his purpose, or meant never to
perforin it,) but the cause of this delay is the long-sufiering
towards us of the seed of Isracl, net willing that any should
perish at that day, but that our whole nation should come unto
sepentance, which if that day should surprise them in their unbe-
lief, must inevitably perish withthe rest of the enemies of Christ.

Ver. 10. DBut as for the manner of the coming of this great
day of the Lord, it shall be suddenly and unawares, as a thiefl
in the night, in which the heavens with a crackling roise of five
shall pass away, and the host ofthem shall melt with fervent heat-
the earth also, and the works therein shall be burned.

Ver. 11, 12, Seeing then, that all these things shall be
dissolved, what manaer of persons vught we 1o be in all hoiy con-
versation and godliness, to make oursclves fireproof, and such
as may abide the day of refining 7 As, namely, becometh those,
who by faith, look for, and hasten th~ coming of the day of the
Lord, whercinthe heavens being on fire, shall be dissolved, and
the host of them melt with fervent heat, ¥For our hife and con-
versation opght to be suitable toour faith, and we are so to walk,
as if that were always present, which by faith we look for.

Ver. 13.  But this conflagration ended, (whatsoever those
scoffers say, who question the promise of Christ’s Second Com-
ing,) we look, according to his promise, (Is. lxv. 1%, and Ixvi
22)) for a new heaven and a new earth (that is, a new aund re-
fined state of the world,) wherein righteousness shall dwell, ac-
eording as the same praphet saith, (chap. ix. 26, 21,) the Lord
stall be thine everlasting light, and the davs of tiyy mourning
shall be ended : thy people also shall be all rightevusness, tuvy
shail inherit the land (or carth) for ever.

Ver. 14, 15, 16. Wherelore, beloved, (secing that ve
Ik for such things at his coming.) be diligent, that ye may be
Yaund of bim in peace, without spot; and blameless , and account
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the lang-suffering of God in the delay thereof, to he for salvation
¥ven as our beloved Paul also. (one of the apostles of our
Lord, who confirmeth these words of the holy prophets,) ac-
cording to the wisdom given unto him. hath written unto you :
enforcing the like exhortation unto holiness of life, from this out
fiith and expectation of the Lord Jesus, bis appearing to judg-
ment which we now make unto you: namely, leb. xii. 14, 28,
29, As alsoin all his episties, speaking in them of these things,
viz. Rom. ii. 4-7. 1 Cor. 1. 7, &, andiii. 13. 2 Cor. v. 9-11,
and vit. 1. Phil. i. 10, andii 15, 16, alsoiit 20, &e. Col. iin
4, 3. 1Thess. ii. 12, andini. 13 v 23. 2Thess. 1. 8, &c. 1Tim
vi, 14, 15, Tit. w12, 13,

Ver. 16, Amongst which thines concerning the Second
Coming of Christ, are some things hard to be conceived, which
those which are unlearned and not well settled in the faith, like
unto these scoffers, stumble at, as they do at other Scriptures,
taking occasion therehy to staggar, and doubt of the truth of God;
so perverting the Scriptures from their right end; by making them
the means whereby they might believe and be saved.

We know that the Scriptures make fhree heavens: 1. the
air, or sublunarv heaven ; 2. ethereal, or starry heaven; 3.
the heaven of glory, orempyreal heaven. Kach ofthese heavens
have their host, or army. The host of the heaven of glory, or
the third heaven, are the angelsand blessed spirits ; the hosts of
the ethereal heaven, are the stars and planets ; the host of
the @rial, or sublunary heaven, are either visible, as clouds of
heaven, and other metcors, asalsoihe rest of the creatures man-
sioning therein, as the fowls of heaven; or invisible, namely,
the wicked spirits and devils, whose prince, Satan, is called the
prince of the power of the o, (Eph. ii. 2,) and his host, rulers
of the world, that is of the sublunary world, and wicked spirits in
heavenlyplaces, namely in the lowest or sublunary heavens, (Xph.
vi. 12.) and whether Paul (Gal iv. 8, 9. and Col. ii. 8, &¢.) m-
cludes not some of those under his, I cannot affirm. Let the
learned further consider it, where, namely, he speaks to, and of
Gentiles, »nd not Jews.

Having hitherto prepared the way, let us now come closer
home to the words of Peter, which evidently import that some of
these heavens, or «ll of them, shall suffer a conilagration at the
day of Christ.  Not all of them ; for who ever put the empyren!
leaven, in that reckoning ?  And for the efhereal heaven, he thut
considereth both the supereminent nature and immenzsity thereof,
and of those innumerable bodies thercin. in regard of which the
whole sublunary \.orld is but a point orcentre ; andthatit canin
no way be proved that thosebodies received any curse for man’s
sin, or contagion by the world’s deluge, or that any enemies of
God dwell in them to pollute them ; he that considereth this, will
not easily be induced to believe that the fire of the day of judg-
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ment should burn them. It remaineth, therefore, that these sub-
lunary heavens only, with their hosts, areto be the subject of tivis
conflagration. Meuo..

THE NEW HEAVENS AND THE NEW EARTIL

Tue true apprehension of the Gospel is, that it is the good
news of a kingdom ; and the true bl(,sac.dnew of Christ’s Kan -
dom is, that he is a righteous King. * « - *

I would turn vour attentinn, to the fact that this earth is to
be the scenc of the m'mliost Kmmlom ol Ciirist-—that here he is
toreign. Inthe 24th Psaln,we see, thatit is concerning the eorth
that God is inquiring to whom he shall giveitas a Kmfrdom'
it is the carth that is the Lord’s and the fuluess thereof. The
sane thing is taught us elsewhere. More especially we find, that
the earth is ropresuued us the abode of righteousness ina future
condition of it, as in'2 Pet. iii. The Apo>llo is there warning
Christians d"alns' scoffers who shall come, after their own lusts,
and saying, Where is the promise of lis t.nming } % ¢ Now
observe, we are there taught to look for new heavens, and a New
Earth,while we are tautrhl that the new earth, is this pzew'n earth
in a new state; for we know that the earth before the fiood,
was the same earth that exists now ; but that a change came on
it, and so they are distinguished, and so it is the sume carth
whxch now is, that shall be, .mu the Lord comes ; bat a change
is to come upan it, an! therefore they are distinguished,

If you have difficulties as to this m: ier, I reler you to the
65th chapter of Isaiah. Read it, and see whether it is not mani-
fest that it is this very earth, in another state ol it, that is to be
called that New Earth,—and that it is this very earth, where God
has been dishonoured, that God is to be honoured. ¥ * Do
you ask, is he to come to this vile earth 2 Was 1t rot enough
that he was once humbled? Shall he again leave glory forit? He
will notbe onthe earthas it now is, butit shall be ¢hanged, and
you are not to judge of what this earth shall be when th- curse is
taken off, and the power of God is put forth in beautifying and
gloryfying it, by what it now ’s, You might as well think te
kaow what body a saint shall have at the resurrection, by jooking
at the body he now has  The saints shall dwell in bodies, but
they shall be glorified bodies ; and Christ shall reign on earth,
but it shall be the earth redeemed from the curse.

The next thing to which I turn your attention, and Y dn it
just in a word is the fact that we are nat only called to honour
Christasa Ixmg, but to reign with Christ. ® * My dear friends,
you inust have observed in the 5th chapter of the Revelation, that
when the inheritance is _nen to Christ, immediately the sants
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say, ¢ Thou art worthy to take the Book, and to open the scals
thereof ; for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God, by
thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and nstion ; and
hast made us unto our God, kingsand priests, and we shall reign
¢ ntheeacth.,” Themoment they saw the Bonk in Christ’s hands,
they said, * weshall reign on the earth.” Theysawthat he had
gotten the earth, and knowing that they were heirs of God, and
joint heirs with Christ, they knew that as Christ was to reign, so
they would reign. )

So in a subsequent chapter, we find them wearying for the
fulfilment of this word, and we find that they are told to have pa-
tience, and to wait, showing that it is not at death that men get
their reward, not till the number of their brethren who were to
be put to death as they were, shauld be accompiished. Rev vi.
9~11. And so we arc told that when the number is accomplish-
ed, they arise: *“ And I saw thrones, and they sat on them,
and judgment was given uato them, and I saw the souls of them
that werc beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of
God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image,
neither had received his mark on their foreheads, or in their
hands, and they lived and reigned with Christ athousand years.”
Rev. xx. 4.

I would therefore have you to understand, my dear friends,
that we are taught to look at this Kingdom as one in which the
saints of God are to share, and this is connected with the subject
of the Second Resurrection. Immediately after we aretold of
the Resurrection of the just, it is added, ¢ Butthe iest of the
dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished.—~
Thisis the First Resurrection.”  We find then, that itisthe pur-
pose of God that the saints should share with Christ in the glory
of the Kingdom, and reign with him on carth—that this is to be
a thousand years—this being the Tirst Resurrection, an- that
the rest of the dead lived not, being still left in their graves. * *

My dear hearers, Iask you, are you prepared to meet your
God ?  What will you do when he appears ? Where will you
hide yourselves when the Judge makes bare his arm. and when
histerrors are abroad upon the earth 2 The Lord has long waited
desiring to see the love, and the grace, and the forgiveness that
have been extended to you. working eternal life in you ; and
now he is soon to come ta en. yre and see what the fruit is.  And
how are you prepared to meet nuii 2 sife yuu prepuiid w meet
your God ? DMy dear hearers, -his is a reasonable question, be-
cause we are called to be standing with our loins girt, and our
lamps burning, and we ourselves as men who wait for the Com-
ing of the Lord. And it would have been a reasonable question
at any time, since the Lord went away, becausc we are called to
be always expeeting hisreturn ; butit is peculiarly a reasonable

question in proportion as th»time wears on, in proportion as we
D2
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are nearer and nearer the day of the Lord ; and more especially
as there are signs ofjudgment. And are there not signs ?  Are
there not signs in the state of the nation ?  Are there not signs in
the heavings of men's minds ?  Isthere not a vague expectation
now abroad, throughout all Christendom, of some great thing to
happen? Men are locking for great things to comne upon the
earth. * * But are you prepared for such a change as this ?

EXTRACTS FROM THE «“CHRISTIAN PREACHER.”
HOW TO BE SAVED.
BYJ. SHANNON, PRESIDENT OF THE LOUSIANA COLLEGE, JACKSON, LA,

¢ And he said unlo them,— Go ye into all the world, and preach the

Gospel fo cvery creature.  He that believeth, and is baptized,

shall be saved ; but he that beleveth not shall be damned.”’—

Mark xvi. 13, 16.

This is the final commission of our blessed Redeemer, given
to his disciples immediately before his ascension toglory. * *#
Though the commission opens up an extensive field of important
inquiry, 1 propose, at present, to consider it no farther than as
relates to the condiiions on which it offers salvation, viz. *‘ He
that beiicveth, and is baplized, shall be saved.”

To form clear conceptions on this subject, we must take a
correct view of the character of man,—of his organization, ca-
pabilities, and present state,—and what that 14, from which he
requires to be saved.

That man needs salvation, is obvious from the slightest in-
spection. In this life, all men are, in a greater or less degree,
heirs of misery. But love cannot delight in the misery of the
loved object. And as ¢“God is love,” it is very certain that the
miseries of his creatures cannot justly be charged to him. * * No
faculty has been given to man in his whole organization, which
is even capable of producing misery in its healthy action. * * Man
perverts and misapplies his powers. DMisery is the result. It
would be as unjust, however, to lay this to God’s account, asto
charge him with the pain felt by one who perversly thrusts his
hand into the fire, or madly swallows a dose of poison. Whereas,
if we can believe the oath of God himself, he has no pleasure in
the death (the suffering) even of the wicked. * * The laws
of God are nothing else than a system of rules, pointing out to
his creature the way in which he may avoid misery and secure
happiness. ®* ¢ Hence, to become wicked, man had to be-
come a fool. To forsake his God, he had to forsake his own
mercies. < * * # * *
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Whenever, therefore, we find a command or a prohibition
in God’s word, we should regard it as the voice of boundless be-
nevolence, gmded by unerring wisdom, teaching igaorant, err-
ing man the sure way to happiness. ~ oy follows that every
command, or prolubition carries along with it, in the simple fact
of its existence, a demonstration that man can no more disobey,
and not sutfer injury, than he can put his hand into the fire and
not be burned.

I can only conceive of one, and that merely an apparent
objeciion to this doctrine. Tt reﬂarda Positive Instrrutions.
By positive institutions, { mean such us are indebted wholly for
their authority and eihc'xcy, to the will of him who established
them. Some deny utterly the existence, or obligation of such in-
stitutions, not seeirg how they can be reconciled with the fore-
geing undenied and wndeniable principles.  Others, again, profess
to believe in their existence, but speak of them so lightly, as
fairly to imply that they consider it indicative of bigotry, and bit-
terness of soul for a Christian to attach much lmportancc to their
observance. * - * * *

It would be well for all such to remember, that by talking
lightly of any requirement of God, they talk lightly of himself
and of hisauthority. They might also recollect, with advantage
that positive institutions have had a prominent place in every
system of religion that God ever gavetc the world ; in every sys-
tem of incans devized and revealed by infinite wisdom and good-
ness for the salvation of ruined man ; and consequently,that, in the
estimation of God, (who certainly ought to know their value best,)
they are by no means regarded as umm')ortant or non- essenhal

But I feel myself prepared to dcmons‘rate by arguments
distinctly written on man’s organization by the finger of God bim-
self, that positive mstntutxons, with regard to their importance
and obhgatlon are in perfect hm mony with the fore«omg princi-
ples.

No man, without the aid of revelatlon possesses lmowledge
sufficient to amde him with unerring certainty in the road tc happi-
ness. * It is the necessily of the revelation that cauzesit to
be given. * # It can be of'no benefit, unless it is followed.
And it certainly will not be foliowed by any rational being, unless
he possesses such confidence in the revelation, and in its author,
as to zmount to a conviction that his own views of the relations
of things, and of their consequences, are certainly erroneous
whenever they deviate from the path that revelation points out.
Sotrueis it phiiosophically, that faith is indispensable in the busi-
ness of salvation. * * YWhatever, therefore, is calculated to
foster and cherish this state of mind, is vastly important. Observe,
too, it must lie at the very commencement of the sinner’s return.
He cannot even begin to come to God, (or to do his will, which
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is the same thing,) unless he believes that God exists, and thar
he is 2 Rewarper of them that diligently seek liim. )

Positive institutions make their appeal to this state of mind,
and call itinto active exercise. IHence, God has not merely in-
corporated them in every system of religion that he has ever

iven to the world, but, still farther, he has laid them at the very
Joundation of every such system—the precise place they ought to
accupy.

Thatthis confidence in God, and in his instructions, as teach-
ing infallibly the way to happiness, is ¢ssential to the salvatiou of
man, will not, cannot be questioned. Let 1, however, be ob-
served very distinctly, thatthe abstract confidence itself is of no value.
Its whole value is derived from the course of action to which it
prompts. = * = * © # *

In short, all nature unites with revelation in testifying that
faith without works is dead, being aroxe. You might selectten
thousand exampies, and each would prove, that in the whole
business of life, as well as of religion, although faith lies at the
basis of action, it derives all its value from the action to whichit
prompts. It is, therefore, in the estimation of sober reason,
most manifestly absurd to attach to fuith alonc, and seperalely re-
garded, that value to which it can only lay claim iu consequence of
the works that it produces. * = Thedoctrine of justification
(or salvation) through the onepiexce of faith, (notthrough faith
ALONE, or faith without obedience, but through the obedicnce of
faith,) is a doctrine as perfectly rational and philosophical, as it
is seriptural.

View the subject in another light : God is the moral gover-
nor of the universe, Assuch, the object at which he aims is the
happiness of his creatures. Now we have already seen, so faras
man is concerined, that this object can be secured only by indu-
cing him to act in harmony with the established laws of his being.
It 1s by motives alone that he can be influenced to pursuc this
course of conduct. An action not under the control of motives,
is purely mechanical ; and it would be as gross a perversion of
terms to call it either virtuous or vicious, as to apply the same
epithets to the fall of dew, or the roar of a cannon.

Accordingly, God has placed appropriate motives hefore his
creatures, to induce themto act in harmony with those laws, the
observance of which is essential to their happiness, and of which
the disobedience canuot fail to be followed with disastrous results.
* #* Motives (in poiut of inducement) high and glorious as heaven,
and (in point of prohibition) deep and terrible as hell. Had he
failed to do this, he would not have done avrs that might reasnn-
ably be expected of infinite benevolence. As it is, he may ap-
peal, withthe utmost confidence, tothe rebellious creature him-
self in the Janguage of the prophet,—*What could have been
done more unto my vineyard that I havenot done in it 1> =+
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The motives having thus failed to secure obcedience, not be-
cause they were uuadle to do se had they continued in contact
with the mind, but in consequence of talsehiood and misconception
having been interposed between the mind and their influence, it
is obvious that the indwvidual must suffer the natural conse-
quences ot his disobedient conduct. This is no more than to say,
that if he deliberately puts his band into the fire he must sufier
the pain, and blame humsddinto the bargain.

But this is not all.  Besides the natural and neeessary con-
sequences of the transaresaion itsc 1 he wust sufivr the full weight
of the penalty superadded. * % ot to inflict the pennlty in
such a ca<e, would be to tempt others to sin, by spreading be-
fore them tire hope of impenity,  Ged cannot thus tempt men to
sin. ‘ . * - * »

It is, therefore, an undeniable fact, that the hope of impun-
ity does operate as an incentive to sin. Because judgment
against wicked works is not speedily executed,theretore the hearts
of men aze fully sei to do evil ” Henee it is obvious, that God’s
BENEVOLLACE, no less than his Jusrice, readers  him wnable to
dispense with the penalty, and thereby foster sin to the ruin of
his creatures. <+ = \Whatever, therefore, most effectually
takes away the hope of impuunity, is, to all intents, the most
eficctual penaliy.

His whole soul was moved with compassion for his enemies,
and with ardent desires for their salvation.  But his goodness—
(ves, <muer, hear it, his g')odness)—jbrbade thai mercy should
be cxlended to e guidy, on such ters as to endanger the happi-
ness of the innocent.  In this fearful cmergency, God’s infinite
wisdom devised the marvellous scheme that has been the admira-
tion of angels, from the time it was first promulgated, dowa to
the present moment. To give, in the person of a VOLUNTARY
substitute, such an exinbition of the evil consequences of sin as
might take away the hope of impunity, at least, as well, as the
punishment of the original transgressor.

But do the sufferings of God’s incarnate Son answer this
purpose 7 Assuredly they do, even better than the actual inflic-
tion of the whole penalty on every original transgressor. * *
And it such a character, in such circumstances, had to suffer, and
he made an example, it surely would be the very height of mad-
ness to expect that God ever will, or ever can, allow sin to go
unpunished.

"The foregoing is evidently the view which the Scriptures,
as well as reason, every where take of the sufferings of Christ ;
and particularly Paul, where he speaks of them as a propitiation
for sin, to the end that God ¢ might be sust, and the JUsTIFIER
of him who believed in Jesus.”” To methisscems very obviously
to imply, that, but for this intervention, God could not be just
and allow the transgressors to escape punishment. You will
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casily discover, that this is precisely the proposition we have
already demonstrated. Hence, by the example made on Calva-
ry, in the person of Jesus Christ, every difficulty on God’s part
is removed out of the way, and his boundless compassion to a
world lying in wickedness, gushes forth unrestrained, save by
the sinner’sown voluntary rejection ofthe offered mercy. ¢ God
is now in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, neot impu-
ting their trespasses unto them.”

Still, however, it is very manifest that the sinner must be
damned—cannot possibly escape— if he refuses to be justified on
these terms. There are only two ways in which it is possible for
a subject of law to be justified. 1If he has never violated the law
at all, as surely as God lives he is justified meriforiousiy by the
deeds of the law.  ¢“ The man that doeth tiiese things shall live
by them.” But, if he has ever violated the law at all, and law
takes afs course, it is impossible for him to escape,—he must be
condemned for the violation. He may indeed escape, but it will
not be by law ; it will be through the operation of a very differ-
ent principle. It is evident, that, in such a case, if he escapes
punishment, it is because mercy has been extended to him,—
he has been pardoned. Now, as all men are sinners, it is mani-
fest that they are all (little sinners as well as great sinuners,)
equally incapable of being justified by deeds of law. Hence, if
they refuse to be justified freely through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus, and insist on being tried in the court of heaven by
the merit of their deeds, their case is hopeless, their damnation
inevitable.

But this is not all  Sin, to be pardoned, must be relin-
quished. It wouid be utterly subversive of all government, and
of all righteous principles of government, whether human or
divine, to pardon the rebel on any terms not implying the re-
linquishment of that rebellion. God, therefore, does not, and
cannot, consistently with his character, offer salvation to the sin-
ner except on these terms. Though, as we have already seean,
the sinner must not claum salvation as his due, but accept of it as
a free gift ; must be justified freely through the redemption that
is in Christ Jesus,—yet, in receiving parden for his past rebelli-
on, he must from the heart renounce that rebeliion.

Now, rebellion against God cannot be relingnished in any
other way than by obeying him. * = TFarther, it is impossible
even to conceive of any way in which God can be obeyed, ex-
cept by doing something that he has commanded. * #

From these considerations, it is evident that God connot
cousistently make a conditional offer of pardon, usnaccompanied
by a command either expressed or implied, in obedience to
which the pardon is to be received. This is fairly implied in the
condemination threatened against those that oney not the Gospel.
The Gospel, simply considered as Gospel, is nothing more than

L5
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good news, and, in that sense, can ncither be obeyed nor dis-
obeyed. These terms obviously are applicable to commands
alone. * * * # N ®

Hence also we may clearly see the prc.ciety of attaching the
pardon of past sins, to obedience in a positive institution rather
than in a moralduty. * ¥ The obligation of moral duties natu-
rally grows out of man’s organization and relations. Such duties
(many of them at least) would consequently be binding, were it
possible for the very idea of God to be stricken out of existeace.

Not so with. a positive institution. Its whole obligation is
derived from the fact that it is commanded by Him, who hasea
right to be obeyed. No consideration impels the act, but the ob-
ligation of unrescrved und universal obedience. Hence when the
pardon of past sins is attached to one such act of obedience, it is
at the same time most manifestly, and, by necessary consequence,
attached to the acknowledged obligation of UNIVERSAL OBEDIENCE.

= P # * # * *

On this principle, and on no other, has pardonbeen offered
in allages from the beginning of the world.  Anterior to the in-
troduction of Christianity, the penitent transgressor, in oBEDI-
EncE to God’s command, brought the appointed sacrifice, whieh
was a type of the Lams of Gop, to the altar, and an atozement
was made for him, and he was forgiven. See the law of the sin-
offering in the 4th and 5th chapters of Leviticus. Inthese two
chapters, at least as many as nine times, alter prescribing the
appointed sacrifice, and the manner in which it was to be offered,
we have words to this effect, viz. ¢ and the priest shall make
an atonement for him, and it shall be forgiven him.”

Let us now see on what terms pardon is offered in the Gospel.

#* * The first passage we shall examine is the commission,
which lays the foundation of the new institution. Now, what
are the conditiors on which it offers pardon, as recorded by Mark?
“ He that believeth, and is bapfized, shall be saved.”

If the Saviour meant what he said in these words, the mat-
ter is af once, and forever, put beyond the reach of controversy.
He neither meant to be understood as promising he that believes
shail be saved, whether he is baptized or not,—nor, onthe other
hand, he that is baptized shall be saved, whether he believes or
not. Had he meant either the one, or the other he would have
said so. * ® # hd ® M

Let us now see how Peter understood the commission, and
on what terms he proclaimed pardon to the rebellious. * *
From the 1st chapter of Acts we learn, that Jesus, after his re-
surrection, commanded his apostles to remain at Jerusalem till
they should realize the fulfilment of the promised baptism of the
Holy Ghost, in order to qualify them for the performance of their
gpostolic duties. Ths fulfilment of the promise was totake place
not many days from that time. The 2d chapter of Acts epens
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with an account bf the fulfilment of this promise, and théreby
shows us what the Scriptures mean by the baptlsm of the Holy
Ghost. * * *

To the astonished crowd, whrch this marvel]ous occasion
forthwith called together, Peter boldly preached a risen and as-
cended Jesus, declaring, that what they witnessed, was, at the
same time, a Tulfilnent of the promise of the Holy G!*ost and a
dcmonstratmn that Christ had been exalted to glory, and seated

¢ the right-hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens.”

He concludes with these cmphatic words: ‘ Therefore, let
all the house of Israel know assurcdly, that God hath made that
same Jesns, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.”

“ Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their
hearts, and said unto Peter, and to the rest of the apostles, men
and brethren, what shall we do ¢”

The reply of Peter was most direct and explicit : ¢¢ Repent,
and be baptized, every onc of you, in the name of Jesus Christ,
Jor the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost.” * * * #* *

Where there no other passages in the New leehmcnt that
said aught on this subject, these two should be regarded as fully
suficient to put this question forever at rest. I should, therefore,
consider it wholly unnecessary to examine any other passuges,
where it not that 1design to shew the beautiful harmony between
this doctrine and various interesting porticns of the New Testa-
meat * * John’sbaptism, which was undoubtedly ¢ the bap-
tisim of repentance, for the remission of sins.” ¥

Let us, therefore, turn to Hebrews. In the e;ghth and
tenth c!:apters of that letter, Paul draws a contrast between the
old and new covenant, or between Judaism and Christianity. —
In order to shew the superiority of the new covenant, he quotes
& prophecy, in which God specified several pmtlculurs, that
should appertain to citizens as such, under the new constitution.
With but one of these constitutional privilegeshave we any thing
to do at present. It is this,—a periect remission of sins: ** For
I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and thewr sins and
their iniquities will I remember (bring to their remembrance) no
more, " —Feb, viii. 12.

It Paul is to be believed (Feb. x. 1,) there was ne such
thing under the law as a perfect assurance of pardon.  We have
already seen, that the sacrifices were positive institutions for the
remission of eins, but Paul informs us that they necver could
make the worshippers perfect as pertaining to the conscience. * #
In that event, they ¢ would have ceased to be offered, because
that the worshsppers, once purged, would have had no wore
conscience of sins ; byt in those sacrifices there is a remembrance
again made ofsm:. every year 7 VVhere‘}s, under the new in-
sutuuon, a perfect remission of sins is a constitutional privilege
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appertaining to all the citizens, and therefore there is no neces-
sity for a standing ordinance for remission within the kingdom.
Where this perfect remission of sins is the constitutional privilego
of all the citizens, it i3 obvious that there need not be, asthere
is not, any more offering for sin.—(Scc Heb. x. 18.) Now this
perfect congeience (full assurance of pardon) must appertain to
each from the first moment of citizenship, viz. so soon as he
belicees, and 1s bapiized into Christ, aund thus puts on Christ, but
not before. Tt is gencrally admitted, that faith and baptism are
pre-requisites to citizenship in the Gospel kingdom, or member-
ship in the Christian church, which we have already demonstra-
ted to be the fuct. € # A i *

In the light of this subject, we seec the beauty and force of
the Saviour’s remark about John the Baptist, viz. ‘“ the leastn
the kingdom of heaven (Gospel kingdom) is greater than he.”-—
John belonged to a dispensation that Lnew nothing of that perfect
remission which we have already seen to be the constitutional
privilege of the least in the kingdom of heaven, the humblest
baptized believer.

In harmony with these views, John tells us in the first chap-
ter of his Gospel, thatJesus ¢ came to his own, (the Jews) and
his own received him not; but to as many as reccived him,
evea to those that believed on his name, to them gave he power
(exousian, permission—from ezesii, it is allowed, or lawtul,) to
become the sons of God.” * * * *

Paul, tells us how they availed themselves of this privilege,
Gal. iii. 26, 27. * Forye are allthe children of God by faith in
Christ Jesus.”” But how, Paul 2 By faith alone? No; Paul
does not say so,—but faith and baptism united. ““For,” (sayshe)
‘“ so many of you as have been baptized into Christ, have put on
Christ.”” Here we behold the complete process. Faith in Christ
gave them a title to baptism, and both united made them sons,
and put them into the possession and enjoyment of all the privi-
leges of sons of God under the new covenant. Oue of these privi-
leges was the perfect remission of which we have snoken, and
another was the gift of the Holy Spirit. See here also the im-
port of another Scripture : Paul says in Galatians iv. 6. ¢ And
because ye are sons, (observe now, it is rot said, to make you
sons but, because ye are sons,) God hath sent forth the Spirit of
his Son into vour hearts, crying Abba, Father.”

We hear a great deal in modern times, of the Holy Spirit
coming into the hearts of sinners to convert them. Neither rea-
son, Nor ScripTURE makes any other promise to the disobedient
than that of *‘indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish.”
There is no temple under the canopy of heaven into which the
Holy Spirit will condescend to enter, except the body of an
obedient believer. * * This, too, in perfect accordance with
the promise, ** Repent and be lﬁaptized, every one of you, in the

2
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namo of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye shall re-
ceive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

Thus did Peter’s converts, oneand all, purify theirsouls in
obeying the truth, through the Spuwit,”” (1 Pet. 1. 23.) Thus did
they obtain forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit.—
Thus did baptism, the antitype of the fluod, save them by the re-
surrection of Jesus Chrisi,—not by putiing away filth from the
flesh, but guiit rom the conscience,

John saysin his Ist Xpistle v. 1, ““ Whosoever believeth
that Jesus is the Christ, is born, (begoticn, it should be trans-
lated, and the same word is so translated twice, immediately
after in the same verse - we will then read it so,)—begotten of
God.” Haviag thus received Christ by behieving on his name,
having been begulien of God by the Word (belief of the Word)
as incorruptible seed, (Jas. i. 18, 1 Pet. i. 23,) itis his privilege,
as we have already scen, to be born of God—born into the king-
dom—in short, to become a son of God by being baptized into
Christ. Eere, again, we behold a beautiful harmony between
John and Jesus. In the conversation held by the latter with
Nicodemus, he says, ‘“ VERILY 1 sAY UNTO You, excepl uman be
BORN OF WATER, and of THE Sririr, (nol of waler alone, nor of
Spirit alone,) he cannot enter inlo the KINGDOM OF Gop.”

MYSTERY.

Is there no room for improvement in the speculative opi-
nions which men, and good men too, have promulgated in refer~
ence to religious principles 2 Are our theological systemsso
plain that they cannot be simplified, or so harmonious that no
arbitrator is required ?  Will any enlightened man, belonging to
any of the controversial parties, undertake to say, that in all
points he aloneisright ? Arenot all the contending sects confes-
sedly asserting mysteries? And is there no danger of being in
error, when they unhesitatingly admit, that in many respects, the
subjects of their speculations are above their comprehension ? Then
again may not their plea of myslery be the very circumstance
that betrays the necessity for investigation ?

What is a srvstery 2 The generalidea, if I mistake not, is
that a mystery is a certain something, in its own nature incom-
prehensible to human reason ; which something is accordingly
not to bedefined. * * Aretliere really any incomprehensible
things in the gospel—might not some hnmble inquirer ask with-
out giving any serious offlence ? * * Some few quotations,
in which instances of the use of the term will be afforded, may
determine this question without any great dispute : take the fol-
lowing:
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¢ Now to him that ig of pawer to establish you according to
my gospel, and the preaching ot Jesus Christ, according to the
revelation of the mystery, which was lupt secrdt since the world
began, but now is made manifest, and by the Scriptures of the
prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God,
made known to all nations for the obedience of faith.” Rom. xvi.
25, Q6.

“PBut we speak the wisdom of God in a myslern, cven the
hidden wisdom which God ordained before the world unto our
glory 5 which nonc of the princes of this world knew : but God
hath rorcaled them unto us by his Soirit, for the Snirit searcheth
all thines, yeo, the deep things of God.” 1 Cor. ii. 7, 8, 10.

“Yiaving made Enown lo us fhe mystery of hiswill, accord-
ing to his good pleasure, which he hath purpesed in himself”
Tpho i 9

“ By reveletion he made known anlo me the mystery, as I
wrote alore in few words ; whereby when ye read, ye may un-
derstand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ, which in other
ages was not made known unto the sons of men.” Epbh. iii. 4, 5.

The term, therefore, in its scriptural use, is employed as
an appellative of a mere secret which may not be, for a time,
fully disclosed ; and the advocate of incomprehensible things in
religion must find out some other argument to justify his view. * *

I would not be understood to say, that comparatively speak-
ing, while we are in this world, and are living by faith, we do
not ¢ see through a glass darkly.”’ nor yet that therc are no
matters hard to be understood in the sacred volume, where, as
Lactantius elegantly remarked, ‘‘ anelephant may swim, whilea
Jamb may wade.”—The point is here : it one man, or one age—
if many 11en, or »-any ages, be incompetent to explain a certain
truth, is that truti; therelore, in its own nature, incomprehensi-
ble to the human 1mtad 2 % #  Does it follow that what Calvin
and Luther did not understand, no one else can elucidate ? #* *

Avre not ““many running to and fro, seeking after knowledge 2
Is not intelligence every where diffusing itseif 2 * #* Chil-
dren ask their parents, who never thought beyond the range of
their catechism, many appropriate questions which they can-
not answer. And men, who are but larger childres, looking
on tie world around them, may propose to their ministers, who
never travelled out of the periphery of their own sectarian sys-
tem, many questions which the word mystery will no longer
answer. The enquirer is not satisfied, and will not submit to
rebuke. Whatever may be the final issue, such is the present
condition of society. Inquiry is advancing ; is growing im-
portanate and intrepid, bold and adventurous; and they who
mean to mect the approaching crisis, and to save the world from
the delerious misrule of infidelity, must quittheir creeds, and turn
to their Bibles. Ifthey will not, they may calculate on conse-
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quences which will prove these present days to be ‘¢ but the be-
gining of sorrows.”

We are informed by the Spirit of prophecy that a day of
great glory is to dawn upon our world, That day caunot be far
distant, A time of tribulation may, and in all probability will
intervene; but ‘* the coming of the Lord draweth nigh”” Is
there any preparation to be made for his appearance 7 Will he
do all by his own fearfui judgwments, or have we u part to act?
Do any imagine, that the church shall remain as she now is, —
broken up into parties, and distracted by incessant hostilities ?
Shall not these sects be dissolved, andsome other ecclesiastical
ground be marked out, where brethren can mcet in unity, and
wherethe divine blessing shall come downlike the dew on Hermon.
Are not the various parties heaving painfully, as though corroded
by some mortal disease ? * - * *

But if such a day as the Spirit of the Lord has predicted is
really coming ; if the time is at hand, and if a moral revolution
is shortly to extend the Redeemer's Kingdom to earth’s utmogt
bounds, how could it be otherwise than that mankind should be
greatly excited 2 Dnst not ¢id institutions give place to those
which a new ccclesiastical rogency may establish 2 What else
can any man, who has not given himself up to the sensualities of
the scene around him, expect ? What else can any man, but
the lover of obsolete ordinances, or the child of .ncre animal feel-
ing, desire ? What else can aminister, who is not too superannu-
ated to admire the energy of his children, ortoo juvenile to under-
stand the value of official influence, or too confident to suffer
even the Lord to wdrk according to his good pleasure, antici-
pate 2 Ilave we never read the story of the antediluvian world ;
the discomfiture of Pharaoh’s host, or the tale of Jerusalem’s
destruction ? I protestto you,.that, I see not how the millen-
nium can come without such earthly doings as those which are
now surprising the werld, That they are begun and are in pro-
gress, only confirms my confiderce in the elder brother, who,
sitting as Lord oun the throne of glory, presides over the perplex-
ing, but purilying process which his Spirit foretold. The imme-
diate consequences, 1 confess, are deeply troubling; for soci-
ety seems to be dissolving, and it is no wonder that ¢ men’s
hearts are failing them tor tear.”— Duncan’s Leclures.

Testimony of Dr John Gwes.—** 1 say, it is certain that in

«the prescription of this ordinance (baptism) unto his Church, the
great intention of the Lord Churist, was to ascertain to us the for-
giveness of sins; and sinners arc invited to a participation of this
ordinance for that end, that they may receive the forgiveness of
their sins.” Actsii. 38. ¢ Baptism 1s God’s security of the par-
don of our sins, which we may safely trust in.”—Owen on the
130th Ps. page 182 & 3.
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EXTRACTS FROM
“THE SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE O ORIGINAL SIN,
PROPOSED 10 FREE AND CANDID LXAMINATION.”
Published 1750.

Part 2.—‘ Whercin the principal Passages of Seripture,
which have by . Divines been applied in Support of the common
Scheme of Originel Sin,”” §e. ¢ are particularly and impartially
examined,

Acts viii. 30. ° Undzratandest thow what thou readest 27

* ~ = # * * *

Pror. ¢ Original Sin is conveyed from our first Parenls to
their Posterily, by nalural Generation, soas all that proceced from
them in thet Way, are conceived and born in Sin.”’ & *

Proors. Pasl. li. 5. Behold, Iwasshapen in iniquily, and
an sin did my mother conceive me. * # "

Is a Periphrasis of his being ¢ Sinner from the FVomb ; and
is as much ar to say, in plain Language, Iam a great Sinner ;
I have contracted strong Habits of Sin.

For that thisisa Scriptural, figurative Way ofaggravating
Wickedness is evident See Psal. lviit. 8. The wicked are estrang-
ed from the womb, they g9 astray as soon as they are born telling
lies. * #* lsa. xlviii. 8. fAnd wast called a transgressor from the
womb. Thatis, avery heinous Offender, set to iniquity by prevail-
ing Habits and Customs. This is spoken of the House of Jacob,
a national Body ; which sheweth it is a proverbial Speech applica-
ble to comrmunities, as well as single Persons.

On the other hand, it is also used to signify early and sct-
tled Habits of Virtue, as Job xxxi. 18. For from my youth he
[the Fatherless] was brought up with me, and I have guided her
{the Widow] from my mother’s womb. * * * ®

These Texts make the Psalinist’s DMeaning evident, when
he saith, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother
conceive me : For who sees not, ’tis an hyperbolical Form
of aggravating Sin, whereby he Joadeth himself, and strongly
condemneth the Impurity of his Heart, and the Loose he hath
given to his own unlawful Inclinations ? Buat he no more de-
‘signed to signify that by nafural Generalion, he had a Nature
conveyad to him wllerly indisposed, disabled, and opposite to all
that is spirilually good, and whollyinclined to Evil, thun he intend-
ed to signify, strictly and properly, that, the Wicked are estrang-
ed from the Womb, and fell Lies us soon as ever they are born : or
than Jo) desiguned to signifv that he was born with the Habits
of Virtue, azd had becn a Succour and Guide to theWidow from
the very Moment he came from his Mother’s Womb. * = =

But however you understand the Text, you cannot takeit in
the literal Sense; nor have you any manner of Ground to con-
clude, that it relateth to Adamn’s Sin. For,
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1. In the whole Psalm there is not one Word, nor Hint
about Adam, or the Efftcts of his Sin upon us.

2. It is pluin beyond Doubt, that the Psalmist is charging
himself with his own Sin confessing and lamenting his owx~ per-
sonal wickedness befyre God.

8. Butif we take the Words in the literal Senseof our
Version, then is it wanifest, thathz chargeth not hims. If with
bis Sin and Wickedness, but some other person.  Tor ifhe was
sirey 1N Intavity, we all know he did not shape hinsellf s And
if he was coxcravop -x siy, that he did not coneerve himselfl =
And this D il understood perfictly weil.  For he confesseth,
Psal.exix. 73, TV yluands have fushioned and foracd me. And Psal,
exxxix. 13-15. Forthouliasl pessessed iy vedia. thow hasl covored
medin my weller’swoab, Jwdl praisethee, fur 1 aa foarfilly and
wonderfully madz. « #  Nowif God shaped him inthe Womb,
and if he was thon, and there shapen in Inaiyaity, pray, tell me,
By whom was he shapen in Tmquity?  Or to whom must his
Sinfulness be attributed? Or how could he ssith Pleasure re-
flect upon his IPeripation, or praise God, that he was fearfully
and wonderfully mede, if he was shapen aand formed with a
corrupt Nulure, uitcrly indisposed, disanled, and opposite lo ali
spiritual Good, and inclined to all Ecil? #* * *

The Inconsistency arising from the former part of the verse
is so glaring, that it is ncedless to insist upon the absurdity of
charging his Sin, or Sinfulness, upon his Jother who conceived
him.

But if, after all, you will adhere to the literal Sense ofthis
Text for the common Doctrine of Original Sin, shew me any
good Reason why you ought not to admit the literal Sense of that
Text, This ismy Lody, tor Transubstentiviion 1 Will Jou say,
it is absurd to suppose Christ speaks of his real, natural Body ?
And, Isay, it is absuvd to suppose the Psalmist mneans his be-
ing really and properly shapen in iniguity, and conc.ived 14 sin.
Will you say, the Sense of, Zlis is my Didy, ay be clearly
explained by other Scriptuves, where the like Forms of Speech
are used ? Ahd, 1 say, and have shewn, that the Pow/misi’s
Sense may aselearly and evidently Le made out by paraliel 'Peats,
where you have the like kind of Expression. Will you say,
Transubstantiation is attended with Consequences hurtful to
Piety? And i will say, So is the commun Doctrine of (rigine!
Sin. For itis a Principle apparently leading to all manner of
Iniquity, to believe Sinis natwral tous, that it is interwoven and
ingralled into onr very Constitution, from our Conception, and
Tormation in the Womb.,

Job xiv. 4. 1¥io can bring a clean thing cut of ar unclean?
Not one.

Job is here speaking of the common Frailty and Weakness
of our Nature, not withregard to Six;  but to the shortness and
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Afflictions of Life. ¥Ver..1. Man that is born of a woman is af few
days, and futl of trouble. Ver. 2. He comeih forth like a flower
and is cut down: he fleeti also as a stiadnwe, and continucth rot,
Ver. 3. Aud dost thow open thine cycs upon such a anc, already
so feeble and wretched, and bringest me into jrdyment with thee,
to add extramdinary Calamities 10 a transitory, perishing Life?
Ver 4. who ean biing a clean thing ont of an vnetean? Not one.
'Tis a Sentunce of the proverbial kind, and used to sizinfy, that
“ npothing can be more perfect than its Original.”™  And there-
fore, as it suits all like Cases, must be understood according to
the Subject to which it is applied. Flere it evidently stands in
relation to our Mortality.  As il he had said ; Man is bora of
a woman: We spring {rom a mortal Stock, and therefore are frail
and mortal. Then he goes on representing, not the Sinfulness,
but the Mortality of human nature.  Ver. 5. Seceing his dujjs are
determined, the wumber of his months with thee,—G. Turn from
hem that he weay vest, §e.—7. For thereis hope of a tree, if it be
cut down, Lhat it will spront again, and that the tender branch
thercof will not cease.—8. Though the 100t thereof wuz old in the
carth,—9. yet though the scent of waler it wili bud.—10, But
man dieth and wasteth away: yea, man giveth up the Ghost, and
where is he 7—11.  As the waters fail from the sec, ane the flood
decayeth and dricth up :—so man licth down, and rviseth not fill
the heavens be nc morve, they shall noi awake, nor be raised out of
their sleep, «

SEED TIME. .
« Whatever a man soweth that shall ke a)so reap,”

¢« He that soweth tothe flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption;
but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life ever-
lasting.” Few persons seem to bear in mind that they are reap-
ing every day what they have cown some days, mowths, or years
before, gvenin their temporal enjoy ments, or sorrows, Stillmore
plain if is to those who believe the words of the Great Teacher
sent from God, that men will hereafter reap in the long, long
harvea,bwhat they have scattered in the seed time of their exist-
ence. Othersalso will reap, in some sense, the seeds which we
are sowing, just as we are now reaping the seeds sown by our an-
cestors and predecessors. These {acts suggest to us the necessity
of great atlention to our conduct. Qurselves, here and hereafter,
our children, and our children’s children, with their colgmporaries,
may, and in many instances will, most assuredly reap What we are

# Dr. Pairick’s Paraphrase.
o8
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this day sowing. As we then regard of present and future hap.
piness, that of our descendants, and thuit of all connected with
them, we are admonished to take lieed what we daily sow.

In.ev’éry sense, then, life is the sced timp. To-day for. to-
morrow ; this year foy the next. And as we are reaping what
others sowed, let us, as christians and as wise men, sow not only
for ourselves, butthat generations yet unborn shall rise and eall
us blessed. I trust seed is this day scattering, winch shall be
reaped in the Millennium by all those engaged in intr.ducing the
Bible order of things. If, then, withthe wisdom which cometh
from above, we go forth scatiering the precious seeds of true
bliss and real good, how happy for curselves, and tcr all that are
deartous, in time and to eternity ! But lct none despals because
he caunot sow andreap inthe saire day. Remember the patjence
of the husbandman, and imutate him in prepariag for the gsiven
harvest which will never ead.

“"RESURRECTION.

~

. 1
H: is not heve ; but 1s visen. LUKE zxiv. Z.

The Lord, who late was dead,

Neiv lives ; then haste away, .
And through the world the tidings spresd,

THe LoRD IS RIS'N TO-DAY.

»
His tripmph is complete,
. Li%t all his people say 3

Aad et den thousand tosgues repear,,

THE Lorp 15 Ris'N To-Da¥ !

Let all his people sing,

_ For well his people may :

Biie theme is sweet, of hope thé spring,
. TeE Loap 15 RIS’N TO-DAY !

v

»d

L ‘
Gn Him our souls rely,
.= Desponding thoughts away ; |
‘e know “tistrue, and sing with joy,
*7s Tue Lorp 1s RIS’N To-paY !

: kS «
* Lersqus who kave not paid for the Gleancr, ave regucsted
2o dosor %ﬁ Blhillings for the volume, and One Shilling additional
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