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MINISTERIAL SUPPORT-

This subject has become one of vital
moment. We have attered our warning
“time and again : we have written about it
till many of our readers are weary of read-
ing what we write. But we dare not desist,
while a dark cloud, big with tempest, lowers
over our church, Is it possible to be silent
when wesee our young men driven awayfrom
1lie ministry of the church Ly the prospect
of abject penury--when we see congrega-
tions making promises which they are not
ashamed to break—when we know that
more than half the ministers of our church
are inadequately supported? It is high
time that all our people, rich and poor,
should give the subject their most careful
" consideration.—Cases of destitution have
come uader our own notiee which we can-
not, of course, make publie, but which we
can deseribe in no softer word than REART-
RENDING. It may be that some of our read-
ers could discover some of these cases if they
tried

Progress of the most gratifying descrip-
tion has been made in some portions of our
church. We may specify the Presbytery
of Picton as especially praiseworthy in its
cfforts to meet the pressing emergency,
The congregations have been visited ; the
claims of the Gospel have been pressed
upon their attention; and in general the
result has been higlly satistactory. The
Presbytery of Prince Edward Istand hos
nog been idle.  We trust that the able and
timely appeal of Rev. Isaac Murray, issued
with the imprimatur of the Presbytery, shall

not escape the attention of the Eldership
generally. Much, very much, has to be
done hefore the sustentation of the ministry
is in a satisfactor; state in Prince Edward
Island. The work has been too long ne-
glected ; and it will therefore prove doubly
difficult. The Cape Breton Presbyteries
have also 2 most serious task before them.
That uoble island is rapidly increasing in
wealth and intelligence. Some of the con-
gregations deal honestly and liberally with
their pastors ; but others arc falling sadly
hehind : indeed not a few of them have al-
ways failed in their duty. For the sake of
the fair fame of that beautiful and wealthy
island, we trust that this reproach shall be
wiped away, and that Cape Breton in this
as in other things, shall become an example
to other portions of the Church.

The small and compact Preshytery of
Tatamagouche has been stirring up the
peoplc to a sense of their obligations, with
what success we cannot say now, but we
hope to sce evidences of progress in the
stutistics to he subinitted to the next Synad.
Some of the stipends have hitherto been
inadequate in the extreme; but we hope
and belicve that there is progress. The
Presbytery of Truro is hardly sccond to
that of Pictou in the average amount paid
to ministers, and in the promptitude with
which payments are made. Still there is
room for improvement in the amount of the
stipends. The Preshytery of Halifax hae
within its bounds a Jarge proportion of
wenk congregations, and the ministers on
an average are but poosly paid. W have
no doubt that the poorest of these congre-
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gations could raise more if every member I
were to do his part with reasonable hiberal-
ity. Dut, alas, liberality scems to be the |
grace that grows least rapidiy in these lat- |
ter days.

The statistics recently published prove
that the brethren in New Brunswick are |
stiil more severely tried than those on this |
side of the Bav. The population is more |
thinly scattered, and less used to contribute '.
regularly of their substance. Thus toil is
increased, while its rewards are diminished.

It is, therefore, only too apparent that as
a whole our Church is far behind in the
matter of ministerial support. Were we to
give facts and figures, as we could do, our
readers would be startled and astonished.
We prefer at present to speak in general
terins ; but our statements can casily be
verified by reference to the statistical tables
published in a recent namber of the Record.
A still simpler and more tellibng mode of
verification, open to a large proportion of !
our readurs, is to look at their own Miwis-
TER!

It is instructive to wote that almost all
other Protestant churches are at this mo-
ment boldly grappling with this very ques-
tion. The Free and United Presbyterian
charches, the English and Irish Presby-
terian churches, the Established churches
of Scotland and England, the American
churches generally,—all feel the pressure o7
the same difficulty, and are putting forth
strenuous cfforis to overcome it. In the
Scottish Establishment an association is
formed with a view of getting up a * Sus- ‘
tentation Fund,” for supplementing all the
stipends that are under £200 per annum.
It is proposed to raisc in this * Voluntary”
way £25,000 a year, which would suffice to
supplement all the stipends to the amount
mentioped. The Free and United Presbyte-
rian churches cannot safely lag behind the
Establishment; and there is enough of en-
lightened zeal in these great bodies to keep
them up to the requirements of the age.

What are weto do?  The subject was
discussed before the Synod at St. Jonn;
and DPresbyteries seemed determined to
confront the prablem without delay. Some
of them have done so ; and the results are

being made publicin these pages.  We
trnst that all shall have a good and encou-
raging report to make the Synod of 1867,
After all, the support of the Ministry is
emphatically o question for the Inity and
the cldership of the church. Were they
but to take it up in carnest, it could soon

i be set at rest, safely and satisfactorily.

Will they nct take into consideration the
facts which we have here submitred to them?
One thing is evident, that we must all give
more sytematically, more liberally, and that
the strong must help the weak.

_W'W*P—

PRESBYTERIANISM [N HEW BRUNSWIGK.

The readers of the Record are for the
most part less intimately acquainted with
New Brunswick than with any other section
of our church. Until very rccently there-
had been but little intercourse between the
Presbyterians of New Brunswick and their
brethren of the Presbyterian Church of the
Lower Provinces. Late fraternal inter-
course, however, has developed into cordial
and reciprocal affection; and the happy
union which took place on the 2ud day of
July last, has blended the interests as it has
the organizations of these respective bodies.
We propose to lay before our readers a few
statements respecting Presbyterianism in
New Branswick, which we are sure will not
be void of intevest to them.

PIONEERS.

The story of Presbyterianism in New
Brunswick does not reach back quite so far
asit does in Nova Scotia. There yetlives in
Scotland the Rev. George Burns who, some
fifty years ago, as minister of St. Andrew’s
Church in the city of St. John, was the
only Presbyterian minister in the Provinee.
Numbers of Presbytervians, however, had
arrived, and were yearly arriving in differ-
ent parts of the country. These were
chiefly from Ireland and Scotland, and in
thin, remote and scattered settlements were
seldom visited by the heralds of the truth.
Occasional visits, however, were accom-
plished by the few pioneer preachers then in
the Provinces; and it is pleasant to reflect
that some at least of this timely aid was
from Nova Scotia. Dr. McGregor made
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«everal missionary visits to New Bruaswick, | accessions from the fatherland.  They were
The Presbytery of Pictou gave no little | of course Presbyterians.  They were for
attention to the Presbyterians of Miramichi; | many years without a settled ministry, but
and in the town of Chatham a congregation i the spivitual wants of the people were cared
{ was formed which continues 1o this day in “ for by a number of eminently pious men
g -onnesion with that Presbytery. ! who regularly held public meetings for
‘ We are not able to trace with any degree | reading, prayer, 2ad christinn fellowship.—

| I

|

]

1

I

)

g of cxactness the bounds of the 'different
§ fields of labour of the early preachers, and
perhups indeed they had no very carefully

The Rev. Peter Mclatyre, an able and
devout man, in course of time became theiv
pastor. IIc was a man of profound picty,
detined limits.  Located, as they were, at ' and in his native Gadlic is said to have been
very great distances from each other, each singularly eloquent. Ile died about 1837,
one extended his labours as fur as he could, ' as we are informed Ly one who knew him
leing guided by the extent of his abilities ! welland who loves to recall incidents of his
3 rather than by the limits of territory. devoted ministry.

! Inthe northern section of the Province By this time the cause of Presbyterianism
g e increase of population was compara- ! in all the above named sections of the coun-
tively rapid, stimulated no doubt by the { try had made considerable progress. Mi-
facilities for lumbering on the Miramichi » nisters had been settled at New Castle and
and the various streams emptying into the ! Chatham, at Blackville and Richibucto, at
R Doy Chaleuss. From the year 1816 till | Fredericton, at St. Stephens and St. An-
g lis death in 1830, however, in this vast drew’s, and a Synod was organized in con-
ngion there was but one Presbyterian | nexion with the Church of Scotland.
minister, the Rev. JaMEs TroMsON.— THE DISRUPTION.
Alone in a region of country as large Trom this time we find little of interest
s one-Lalf of Nova Scotia, there was little in the history of New Brunswick Presbyte-
danger of his encroaching upon the paro- rignism till the year 1844. The confict
B clicl rights of his neighbours. The inba- for religious liberty in Scotland had result-
i bitants of the valleys and tributavies of the ! ed in the disruption of 1843, and the Synod
aver St. John were principally loyalists of New Brunswick, at its mecting in Chat.
from the United States—among whom | ham on the fifth of September, 1844, passed
e were very few Presbyterians. A a resolution declaring their intention to re-
Preshyterian settlement, however, was made main “in connexion with the Church of
g o1 the Nashwaak, one of the tributaries of i Scotland as by law established,” The
j o St. John, by the officers and wen of a | members of the New Branswick Synod had
dikanded rezziment of Scotch Highlanders. * watched with avowed interest the progress
the of Dr. Metregors visits to New | of g great conflies, and sympathized
g Brunswick was to this people. almost to a man with the struggles and suf-

A SCOTCHL SETTLEMENT. ferings of the non-intrusion party in the

The New Brunswick banks of the St. | Scottish Church; but when the hour of
N (i and the neighbouring distriets wero i trial came the resvit was as we have stated.
sttied early in the present century by an | But among she members of Synod there
mmigration of Highlanders from Assynt | were a few who could not abide by it in its
ud Edrachellis in the north of Scotland.— | now deciared relationships. On the 17th
R Liese families lefe Scotland with the inten- | day of March, 1845, three of these met in
on of sertling in South Carolina; but | che city of St. John, end after solemn pray-
wmors of the prevalence of yellow fever | er formally renounced their connexion with
g:uong the inhabitants of that State induced | the Scottish Establishmgm, and with the
glen toseek 2 home in 8 more northerly | Synod of New Brunswick ina document
gdime. Aftor many wanderings shey settled | setting forth their veasons for taking this
limately in the neighbourhood of the St. | step, and immediately formed themselves
Blris. They were soon Joined by fresh | into a separate body under the designation

!
!
|
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of *The Synod of New Brunswick, adher-
ing the Westminster Confession.” Their
names are JonN TURNBULL, ANDREW
SrivENs, snd ANDREW DONALD. ‘They
were all ministers of weak and widely scat-
tered coumry congregations. Mr. Turn-
bull (now of St. James) was minister of
Blackville and Nelson, in the county of
Northumberland, Mr. Donald was minis-
ter of Norton and Salt Springs; and Mr.
Stevens was minister of St. Stephens and
St. James, in the southern section of the
county of Charlotie. My, Donald, who
oceupied something like an intermediate po-
sition, was separated from cach of his bre-
thren by a distance of upwards of o hun-
dred miles. But though far removed in
their ficlds of labor these faithful men were
united in heart, and the MASTER cncou-
raged and prospered them. They were itu-
merically strengthened by the adherence of
the Rev. Angus McMaster of New Mills in’
the county of Restigouche, but they were
again soon weakened hy the removal of the
Rev. Audrew Stevens to Scotland. Messrs.
Turnbull and Donald still reroain, and, in
the vigor of manhood, took part with joy-
ful heaits in the union negotintions of 1866.
We trust many years of usefulness yet re-
main for each of them.
RAPID GROWTH.

Thet eginning was small, but the increase
was rapid. A congregation, composed
chiefly of Irish Presbyterians, had been
formed in the city of St. Johu under the
able ministry of the Rev. Robert Irvine,
who soon associated himself with the newly
formed Synod—and several young men
arrived from the Irish Preshytesian Church.
Of these the Rev. Jamcs Law was scttied
at Richibucto, the Rev. William Millen at
Digdeguash and L'Etang, anl the Rev.
William Elder at St. Stephens. The Rev.
Robert Irvine subsequently removed to
Cunada, but his place was happily supphied
by the Rev. James Bennet, the present
Moderator of the United Synod. From
the Free Church of Scotland also as from
Treland help came in money and in men.—
The Rev. James Gray took charge of part
of Mr. Donald’s wide field in King’s county.

ficld, and the Rev. Alexander Stirling in
Tredericton and adjoining settlements,~
The Rev. Messts. T. G Johnson, James
Fowler, Alexander Smith, P. M. Morrison
and N. McKay, (now of St. David's
Church, St. Julm,) all of whom reeeived
their Theological training in Halifux, were
also called to labor in connexion with the
Synod of New Brunswick adhering to the
Westminster (onfssion, and at the time of
the union in July last that Synod number-
ed eighteen ministers, with several congre:
gations vacant and several stations readyto
be organized. )

Such is o brief and imperfect outling of
the history of the Preshyterian Church of
New Brunswick. We have omitted 10 no-
tice the formation of three additional con-
gregations in the city of St. John ; and there
are other important matters upon whieliwe
have not touched, but the statcments we
have mede are as AcCurate s the infor-
mation at our command enables usw
make them. L.t usnow look at the pre
sent position of our Chureh in New Brune
wick.

PRESENT POSITION.

1t mmust be admitted that although Pres:
byterinnism in New Branswick was grealy
strengthened by uniont with the larger and
wealthier body in Nova Scotia, yet mugl.

remains to be done in order to render it
position quite satisfactory. Except ina
few leading localities it is still & weak and
struggling cause. Its leading strongholds
are in the city of St. John and in theold
and wealthy congregation of Richibucto—
But even in St. John the leading couge
gations are labouring under heavy burdenr
of debt, in some instances, of lowg stauding.
1t is satisfactury to kuow however that v
gorous cfforts arc being put forth to remeds
this evil. St David's Church, St. John,
has organized, and i3 vigorously workings
scheme by which they espect 1o wipe of
the deby upon sheir splendid church with
4 reasoughly short period of time. Ths
building, which is one of the finest with
the bounds of the United Synod, hag under
gone vepairs last year which cost about 1%
thousand dollars. A spacious Sablat

The Rev. Lewis Jack was gettled at Spring- i Selioul roora has also been added and suit
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ably furnished, the total cost of which has
been already paid. The St. John Presby-
terian Church has crected a spacious and
elegant Awelling for their minister, which,
when fully furnished, will be one of the
most comfortable manses in connexion
with our body. Movements in the right
direction are also contemplated in other
churches, but all the chuarches in the city of
St John arc at present suffering severely
wom the general stagnation of trade, and
especially from the almost entire suspension
of shipbailding, in which branch of indus-
wy many of ow people are engaged. In
many parts of the country Preshyterianism
las suffered much, and still suffers from the
ioroads of other denominations. Small
groups of Presbyterians found themselves
isolated and apparently neglected. With-
oot being convinced that other denomina-
tions preached a purer gospel or possessed
an organization equally in accordance with
the word of God, they yielded to the force
of apparent necessity and they and their
posterity are lost to Presbyterianistn. We
indulge in no reflection upon those who, 88
best they could, preached to our neglected
co-religionists the word of life. 'We regard
their having done so rather as a kindness.

8 But wedeplore the necessity that led in

many instances at Ieast to the association
of our people with churches whose doctrine
and polity they must have received with
many reservations.
CAUSES OF WEAKNESS.

| Prosbyterianism was geriously injured

also in another way. There arose in some
{ iostances, in neglected districts, men who
eotertained too high an estimate of their
f own abilities to allow them to rest satisfied
} inmerely reading to their hearers the care-
folly prepared seymons of wise and good
men, These men must preack; and not
satisfied with tk.. position of lay preachers,
they aspired to the full standing of christian
§ ministers without any suitable preliminary
mining. In the Presbyterian charch the
smbition of such men could not be gratified.
In other denominations they were freely
offered that which they were denied in their
omn.  If by the study of the Shorter Cate-
¢ chism they had formed some acquaintance

with Systematic Theology and possessed a
measure of the gift of utterance, they found
no difficulty in stepping into the ministry
in connexion with & neighbouring denomi-
nation. They were thereupon represented
to their late co-religionists a3 men of extra-
ordinary powers, who had grace given them
to emerge out of the darkness of their for-
mer faith to the clearer light of their new
found associates. The effect of such a po-
licy upon a neglected and ill-trained Preg-
byterian population would naturally be very
great, and coupled with the temptation
of regular services in the mew connexion,
was sufficient, in some instances at least, to
induce large numbers to forsake the faith
of their fathérs

The consequence is, that in msny parts
of the country numbers have left us; and
in localities in which thirty years ago wé
had many adherents we have now but very
few—these few consisting straogely cnough
of the dest and the worst of our forter adhe-
rents, The best remain with us bepsude
they belicved the scriptutal chatacter of our
doctrines and church ordér, and the worst,
regarding the nsme of Presbyterianism asa
kind of patronymic, havé ¢ontinued to wear
it as they do their surhamcy.

HOPEFUL PROSPECTS.

In New Brunswick however, as elsewhere,
Presbyterianisrn has lost no ground wher-
ever it has had a fair trial. It were too
much to expect that our people, uncsred
for and aninstructed in the grounds of their
faith, should hold out against the various
influences brought to bear upon them.—
Wherover labour has been expended the
fruit is abundant. In the city of St. John
the one church of thirty years ago has be-
come six, and a seventh will soon be organ-
ized, Ot these, four are in onr own con-
nexion, and they will bear comparison in
strength, order, intelligence, morality and
liberality with the churches of any other
denomination. Throughdut the whole pro-
vince our churchesare steadily increasing,
and the scattered fragménts will soon, by
the help of God, be carefully gatheréd and
grouped together thionghoiit the length
end breéadth of the country. Tn our past
history thereig mach to instruct us, and in
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oar present position there is much to hum-
ble us; but neither in our past or present is
there anght to discourage.

e e ST AR e
HOTES OF MISSIONARY WORK IN THE SET-

TLEMENT OF PRESBYTERIANISA IN .
GAPE BRETON,

DY REV. JONN STEWART.

It may not be uninteresting to the readers
of the Record, to trace the progress of the
cause of Christ from nearly its first settle-
ment by Presbyterians in this island. In
the year 1834, after carnest solicitation from
a few friends in Edinburgh, who were deey..y
concerned for the spiritual welfave of their
fellow-countrymen in Cape Breton, I con-
sented to leave the scene of manifold labors
in the cause of education iu Edinburgh, to
preach the Gospel to my expatriated coun-
t=;men in the wilds of this lonely i:land.

Without any long preamble as to inci-
dents preceding entrance on the field of
labour, or the voyage across the Atlantic,
and with apology for the ¢goism of my nar-
rative, being without an associate, to say
werather than 7. a few incidents of my work
and travel in the establishment of christian
ordinances amoung & pcople alnost destitute
of the means ot grace, will now be related :

Arrived at Plaister Cove, after a passage
of 28 days across the Atlantic, on the 23rd.
August 1834, was kindly received by Na-
thaniel Clough, Esq. The morning was
hazy .nd dull, and the crags and cliffs over-
hanging the Strait of Canso presented
rather an unfavourable aspect of the island.
There camg on board our vessel a few of the
dwellers along the Strait with tattered gar-
menis, and untidy persons, who gave rather
a dolefiil account of their circumstances and
prospects ; but with a volubility of speech
in Gulic, to which to my sad mortification,
I could itl respond, not bLeing possessed of
such a knowledge of that lariguage as would
enable me to Lold intrlligible converse with
my visitors, Still, with my stammering
tongue, they were glad to sce me, though
lame in giving cxpression tg qny thoughts
in the language of Ossian, beeause I had
come to preach the gospel among them.—

@he Home and Forcign Lecord.
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After having spent a day ortwo in «X posing
my books &e¢ which were partially damaged
in the ship,—preached on Sabbath ina half
finished church in whieh Mr McXKichan who
had quarrelled with the Presbytery of Dicton
and left, preached every alternate Sabhath,
the difficulty of preacking in Gaelie, T need
not describe ; suffice it to say that the perspi.
ration broke out in profusion in perfect
shame of my own unfitness for the work
that was Lefore me, assured 2s I had bewn
from some of my hearers, that I would be
of little service to the cause which T had
undertaken to promote, as the population
of the island could not understand an Eng-
lish scrmon.

Here I had to purchase a horse, saddle
and watch, (having by accident lost a valn-
able wateh on the voyage). Thus fitted out,
proceeded to Port Lood,—saw on the way
a funcral, and after the interment, observed
2 crowd of people sitting among the grave,
around a cask of rum, but being Roman
Catholics had no hopes of getting a hearing,
I learned that a fight occurred among the
graves erc they parted. Reached Port
Ilood the following day. On Sabbath
the 31st Augt. preached to 150 Protestants,
there beivg about 26 families of Protestants
about Port ood, while from the Strait to
that place a distance of about 30 milcs one
single Protestant family was discovered.—
On Monday proceeded to Intervale of Broad
Cove, slept at John McLcan’s and the fol-
owing day crossed over Lake Ainslic tothe
house of Hugh Campbell where I met with
a very kindly reception, and was cutertaired
with the best they had.  Thelast year's crop
being by this time exhausted, and litde or
no meal or flour to be had in the scttlement,
my principal diet was umvipe potatocs and
fresh gaspercaux, which produced such a
change in my system as nearly prostrated
me for weeks after, and British gold which
was of no avail to the restoration of the sys-
tem to sounduess. Drcached at Lahe Ains-
lic to a considerable body of people, and
urged them to finish o chureh which they
had begun tobuild.  On Sabbath following
preachied ai Broad Cove to about 200 people
in poor circumstances—promised them £10

to purchase clap boards to fini>h the ontsido
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of their church, to be repaid in six or nine
months which was done.

The following day left for Hogomah and
for the first time et the Rev. My. Farqu-
harsot, who out of compassion to the people
of Cape Breten had preceded me by 18
montks.  ere I got a cake made of Indian
meal, a very grateful morsel to a stomach
in wild disorder from the naturd of the food
received for somne previous days.  Under-
standing from him, that the peuple of Mid-
dle River were anxious to give Lim a call
as their settled pastor, wrote out a Call and
boud uf support, and on the 17th Sept. pro-
ceeded with the documents to Middle River.
Here all the requirements of a constituted
Presbytery could not be complied with,
because that in Cape Breton at this time,
nosnch courtexisted. After preaching and
submitting the call, it was signed by forty
heads of families : left it with Kenneth Me-
Leod to get additional signatures. At this
time, however, the the fire wac kindled in
Middle River between rival clans, which
bas been blazing more or less to this day.
One McKay who had a reserve refused to
gign thecall. This hero, in dissension, came
10 me in the morning with a volley of trifling
complaints against Mr. Farquharsen and
the Mel.eod’s, to whicl I listened with pa-
tient aftention, but told him that what he
was whispering in the ear I should have to
proclaim on the house-tops, perceiving that
his drift was to prevent the scttlement of
Mr. Farquharson by influcneing a party in
the settlement to similar action.  This man
with a few more adliered to Rev. Norman
McLeod professing himself to be @ minister
of the Church of Scotlang, but who was dis-
posed to do atl in his power, that no other
minister than himself should be settled in
Cape Breton.  Of him and his clerieal cons
Juct I'shall have something further to add.

Left Middle River same day and after
two days travel through forest, mud and
wire, for road there was none, veached River
duliabirants, where T had promised to assist
Mr. McKichan at 2 communion.

Here the people of West Bay waited upon
me, to sce if I should settle among them —
To this application no immediate answer
conld be given but that the severe winter

months would be spent in that quarter.—
Received here a pressing invitation from the
Preshytery of Pictou to come up for ordina-
tion. In utmost simplivity of mind, and
with the simple view of preaching the gos-
pel, I had left Scotland.  In fact though ¥
had engaged to go topreach, and give some
account of the state of religion in Cape Bre-
ton, and in Nuva Scotia, so far as could be
ascertained, it was with the understanding
that if the country should prove unsuitable
to settle in, I was to be put down in Edin-
burgh after an itineracy of 12 months.  Re-
turding from Pictou oir the 17th Oct. in a
shallop, with a supereargo, had rather an
unpleasant passage with a drunken father
and son,to Harbour Boeuche, nearthe mouth
of the Suait,—got the small boat, and sup-
creargo and missionary had to toil at the
oar forabout 10 miles against wind and tide.
Reached the Strait about 10 o’clock at night
in order to fulfill & promise of preaching at
the Strait on the following day.

This done, sct out for Sydacy, a distance
0f 100 miles. Reached Sydney on the 25th
Oct. and promised Mr. Samuel Archibald
to preach thefollowing day at NorthSydney.
Did so, rcturned that cvening to Sydney
and preached in the Methodist chapel in the
gvening. On 31st Oct. left Sydney for Mira
a large scttlement of Ilighland Scotelinan
here, after enduring two nights of painful
irritation and discomfort from causes which
may be guessed, preached in English and
Gaelic to & large congregation. Departed
for Catalone the following day, and on the
3rd Nov, preached to a large congregation
whom I had to reprove for restlessness—
addressed them on the necessity of building
a church. Here, though my wessage
seemed acceptable, the proposal of building
a church met with opposition, arising from
the belief, thatif they should buud a church
they would have a minister to support,—
This opposition after some reasoning was
overcome, and having with me the plan of
the frame of a church, divided the required
timbers among o certain number of my
lLicarers, with the understanding, thatif they
had t're timbers on the spot in thice moaths
I would pay for the crection of the frame.

Returned t Mira, unpleasant as my
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quarters had been, and after preaching for
two days got the people to engage in the
erection of a church. Left for Sydney,—
got clear of cuticmar irritation, and pro-
ceeded to Bridgeport to preach on Sabbath,
and on the same evening in the town of
Sydney. Left Sydney on the following
day for the Mines, and preached there in
the evening; experienced kindness not to
be forgotten from Mr. Archibald and Mus,
Henderson, on this and future occasions.
On the following day set out for Boulardric
Island,—spent a week in preaching and
baptizing children. In all cases, where this
ordinance had to be administered to perhaps
6,12 or 20 partics, the testimony of the
most respectable persons ir the scttlement
had to be taken as to their moral character,
there being not a single session in the
Island, among a Presbyterian population of
about 15,000 souls. After preaching two
sermons, an hour, or perhaps two, had to
be spent in the examination of applicants
for baptism, before dispensing the ordinance.
Left directions in the east ond of the Island
for the erection of a church, and being tired
with standing beside a stump or a small ta-
ble without aught to lean upon-—paid £5
for erecting a pulpit in a half finished
church near the west end of the Island,
that on my veturn there might be some.
thing for my arms to lean upon_ so as not
to be dangling in the air for three or four
hours.

On the 19th of Nov. left Boulardrie for
Little Baddeck. Preached here,—~no dis-
position for the erection of a church exist-
ed, Procceded to Big Baddeck, to preach
there on Sabbath,—did so, in both lan-
gaages, to a large gathering of people.
Met with them on Monday, wrote out the
conditions of erccting a church, and urged
thera to join with Middle Riverin the sup-
port of the ministry. Here met with oppo-
sition from some of the followers of the
Rev. Norman McLeod, who were afraid to
join any other ministry than his own. Left
same day for Middle River, for the purpose
of settling Mr. Farqubarson, and intro-
ducing him to his charge. Iere had to
assume all the functions of a Presbytery,
Afier preaching, and putting the usual

questions to the minister, inducted him
into the charge of that congregation, Be.
fore leaving the settlement, had auother
meeting with the congregation, for the pur-
pose of having the settlement of the minis.
try put on s sound footing. My old oppo-
nent, Mr, McKay, with a reserve army in.
creased, refused to support the ministry,
with all who would adhere to him; and
initinted the spirit manifested to this dayin
Middle River ; o spirit nourished and kepy
alive, to the disgrace of a portion of the
inhabitants of that place ; a spirit, certainly,
not to the praise of theagent from the Es.
tablished Church of Scetland, whe, for
some years past, has been fanning it into a
gory flame.

If the ministers and adherents of that
church in Cape Breton, cannot maintain
their nominal connection, without the em-
ployment of such unworthy tactics as have
heen practised at Middle River and elsc-
where, better surely for the cause of truth
and rightecousness, that the connection
should be dissolved, than by upholding it
be instrumental in perpetuating wrath, and
strife, and “every evil work,” resulting
from neurishing such passions among the
professors of the religion of Christ,

PP
POPERY SHEWING ITSELF.

Is Popery changed for the better? Is not
the Pope a friend to civil and religicus
liberty ? Would he not concede equal rights
to all under his authority ? All these ques-
tions must be answered in the ncgative.
Popery changes only for the worse, It is
essentially cruel and intolerant. In Pro-
testant countries it shouts loudly for liberty,
but let us see how matters stand where the
Pope has his own way. A few facts are
better than many theories; and the Pope
has vecently furnished the world with
facts whose significance cannot be over-
estimated.

Torsix years the Rev. Mr. Lewis, of the
TFree Church of Scotland, has held religious
meetings in the city of Rome, “in his own
hired house.”” These meetings were in-
tended for Presbyterians, and espeeially for
Scotsmen sojourning in the city. Mr
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fewis was not molested in his services
while the Trench army occupied Rome, It
«ill be remembered that the French left the
dity in the hands of the Popec on the 11th
December.  Since that date the * Holy Fa-
ther”” has managed affairs according to his
owa views. He found that M. Tiewis and
few Preshyterians worshipped God accor-
ding to the dictates of their own consciences
in o private dwelling. This wollld never
do! So the Inquisition and the police
were set to work.  Mur. Lewis was told that
he must give up his meetings or clse sub-
jeethimself to the tender mereies of the
Inquisition A minister of the Established
Church of Secotland, who held similar
meetings, was used in a similar manner. In
connection with the American embassy
there was & ¢ High Church” service, and
this too was stopped. Al were told to give
up their worship or leave the city, or to run
the risk of arrest and imprisonment.

Thus has Protestant worship been exclu-
ded from Rome. Its toleration for several
vears in private houses was due to the pre-
sence of the F'rench. No sooner were the
French soldiers withdrawn, than Pio Nono
snnounced his determination to extirpate
the  heretics.” In Pagan Rome the Apos-
tle Paul was permitted for two whole years
w0 preach the gospel in his own hived house
bat in this year of grace, Presbyterians and
Episcopalians are driven in disgrace out of
the walls of Rome!

What is still more significant is the fact
that the organs of the Papacy in England
and America have the audacity to defend
the atrocity. They clamour for liberty for
themselves, and this is how they would use
it!

No wonder that the utmost indignation
has been excited by this crime against chris-
tianity and civilization, committed in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is well
that Popery should show itself consistent to
the last ; the persecutor of the saints, the
inveterate foe of liberty, of progress, of truth
in o}l its forms.

Let this erime againss christianity and
humanity stir us up to pray carnestly for
the speedy downfall of Antichrist and the
emancipation of those who are under the

thraldom of Rome. Let us pray,—but to
be consistent let us also work. Thero aro
thousands of Romanists among us. What
can we do to enlighten and save them 72—
The best way to securo the overthrow of
Romanism is to rescuce those who are under
its dominion ; and we have specially to do
with those who live in our own country.

The most cffective response which Pres-
hyterians could make to the persecution of
their brethren in Rome would be to establish
in this country a Roman Catholic Mission.
Let us look and pray for light; and there
is no doubt that God will in due time open
up & way for us.

e e ——
REV. G. CHINIQUY.

We are glad to learn that the good work
is prospering among the Frenchmen of Ti-
linois. Mr. Chiniquy’s seminary is regu-
larly attended by upwards of 130 young
men, a considerable number of whom are
preparing to become missionaries to their
fellow-countrymen. Some of them have
expressed their willingness to labor among
our Acadian population. The Canadian
hierarchy are putting forth immense efforts
to check the work under Mr. Chiniquy.
They arc now engaged in raising & fund of
one hundred thousand dollars for this ob-
jeet! We learn from the Presbyterian Wit-
ness that upwards ef two hundred dollars
have been sent in to the Editor, and for-
warded by him to Mr. Chiniquy. This
shows what o deep hold Mr. Chiniquy
has upon the affections of our people.

et T
AN EDUGATED MINISTRY.

The Presbyterian Church has always in-
sisted on the necessity of an educated mi-
nistry. Christ traived His Apostles several
years before he gave them their great com-
mission. Paul was an admirable scholar,
and all the better fitted for his work by rea-
son of his scholarship. Instances arc daily
turning up to prove the desirableness of the
leaders of the flock being well trained and
well read.  How is Broad Schoolism to be
met unless it 18 first understood? How are
the heresies of the day to be confronted un-
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less the sciences of the day are studied?
Ministers should not ouly have the benefit
of a goord College course, but be in a posi-
uon to seeure for themselves important new
books and standard periodicals. Else how
can they cope suceessfully with those who
go about sowing the enemy’s tares ?

e G S RIS G M e
HOMSE AND FOREISN WORK.

Tt has heen well observed that God has
appointed the home work and the foreign
work to move forward. side by side, shoul-
der to shonlder, and heart to Leart. “Itis
certain death to a church to wrap itself up
in its own mantle. If too poor to have any
part in foreign missions, it is too poor to
have a healthy life.” If two poor to sup-
port home missionaries, to exteud the cause
of the Redezmer within its own hounds, it
can make but small impression on the vast
and mighty kingdom of satan. Every de-
pariment of the Church’s work acts and
reacts on every otlher.  No part can be crip-
pled without detriment to the whole. This
very obvious fact seems often forgotten.—
We have known cougregations that wounld
contribute liberally to objects away from
home, while they left their pastors very
poor; and we have known others that
thought so much of the little they paid their
pastor that they could find nothing to spare
for the extension of the Redeemer’s king-
dom. All this is wrong. The good work
should go on ia all directions, and at the
same time.

o N T e
Wissiomney Fntelligenee.

Foreign Missions of the United
Presbyterian Church.

At a recent public meeting the Foreign
Mission Seeretary gave the following sketeh
of the Missions under charge of his depart-
ment:—

The Fureign Mission Comunittee, he said,
hadt for a considemable time past been seck-
ing missionaries for Jamaica, for Caffraria,
for O} Calebar, and for Indin.  They had
ohtained too very excellent men—the Rev.
Mr. Downie, of Nova Scotia, and the Rev.

! Mr. Bailie, of Shetland—for Jamaica, by
I there still were several vacancies in thar
[ island, which, in respeet of conversions, had
‘ been as fruitful as any of the missionary

stations of the Church.  Whether these

vacancies were to be supplied by a beteer
. distribution of the agents alveady in the
© field, or by getting the services of persons
| from this country, had not yet been deter.
* mined : but should additional men he re.
. quired from Scotland, he trasted thay, in
, answer to the pravers of the Chureh, the
+ Lord would abundantly provide. ‘The com-
mittee had, for wove than twelve months,
been secking two men for Caffearia, to sup.
plv two important ficlds that had been pro-
videntially opened.  ‘T'he Callrarian war of
1851 broke up the mission which the United
Preshyterian Churdh had among the Gaikai
| trihe, which had then to remove bevoud the
! Great Kai River. In 1858 the missionaries
fotlowed the Gaikais in their new location,
and buildings were accordingly erected, and
the work which was interrupted in 185
resumed.  Eighteen months ago the com.
mittee received intelligence that the Gor-
crnment had proposed to the Gaikais t
) leave their new settlement and to cross the
" Kai.  This news the commrittee heard with
alarm and rearet, and they were preparving
to memorialise the Government against a
scheme which would render of no use the
large expenditure ot £3,000 on buiidings
for the Gaikai Mission, when it was an-
nounced that the tribe had refused toaccede
to the proposal, and that the territory to
which it was proposed they should migrate
was divided amongst other tribes—the chief
of one of which, IKrail by name, had heard
so much good of the United Vreshyterian
Mission that he sent an application that his
people should have seut to them the finsg
missionarics that could be spaved.  The
other tribe was partly composed of Chris.
tian converts, and also needed missionary
aid. The committee received these applica
tions with a feeling of joy, and though to
grant them and to send out two missionar
ies would involve a largo outlav, they de
termined to coasider them favourably.
Onc member of the committee offered 1o
support onc of the two missionaries, and
encouraged by this, and in the belief thata
gencrous public would sustain the cnter
prise, it was resolved to endeavonr to obtain
two men.  Ile was happy to sav that, ata
mecting of the commitlee Leld that day, it
was annonnced that the Rev. Mr. Gird-
wood, of Perth, and tic Rev. Jas. David-
son, of King William’s Town, had offered
themscelves, and been aceepted for the work.
It was matter for earnest thankfulness diss
2 man like Mr. Girdwood had heen dis-
posed to give up a il urishing town con-
gregation for the purjosc of tiarhing the
Leathen abroad. Now that the men had
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been got, the committee looked to Glasgow
— the great goldfield of the Church—for the
necessary tunds to erect buildings and sct
agoing in & thorough manner this mission
beyvond the Iai River. Ior Calahar they
had been secking two missionaries and a
medical missionary, but up to this time, he
regretted, without success.
was a most important one, Calabar being
the gate of entrance to the wide fields con-
nected with the basins of thesNiger and the
Tschada. As to India, the most strong
though apparently extravagant statements
fell short of the reality. God had con-
ducted the United Preshyierian Chaveh to
the British province of Ajmere, containing
a population of 400,000 souls, and sur-
roumnled by the Rajput States, said to have
a population of seventeen millions more, or
five times the number of the inhabitants of
Scotland. In all that vast territory there
were no missions except those of the United
Preshytervinn Chureh, and the opportunities
for cvangelisation were manifold and won-
drous.  To do the whole work there were
now only seven ordained missionaries and
one medical missionary, and forty day-
schools, which were attended by 15,000
children.  But what were forty missionar-
ies to the inhabitants of Rajputana? It
would require 15,000 missionaries to supply
them with the amount of religious instrue-
tion which the people of Scotland obtained.
At any rate, there should be 100 mission-
aries in that vast district, and he did not
think it was beyond the power of the
Church to maintain that number.  An ex-
penditure of .£50,000 would he suflicient;
surely that sam could be raised 2 Let them
consider that the annual income of all
classes in Scotland amounted to o total of
£50,000,000, and yet that for forcign wnis-
sions not more than £83,000 a year were
given. Was this creditable to Scotland—
the most Christian and the -most highly-
favoured nation in the worid? Ve hoped
that at nc distant day the suppjort given
to missions wounld cnahle the cu nmittee to
appoint at least 100 lahourers to the great
field of Rajputana.

Presbyterian Missions in Bgypt.

Dr. ..ansing, writing from Ghous, in the
Nile valley, says :—

You will recollect Fam Stephanus, and
the delighiful day we spent with him when
you were in Bpypt. 1o him is doubtless
to be traced, under God, the beginnings of
this work. In his youth he was a most
carnest and bigoted Copt, and by hiscarnest
study of the Coptic (which is the church
language}, Church history, and the works
of the fathers, he becamea leader in the sect
of bis fathers. But these studies led him to

The distviet

see the corruption of the Coptie church, and
to the carnest study of the Scriptures, by
which he was gradually brought to the
knowledge of the truth. As light broke
upon his mind, he labored to spread it, and
the last six years, he has been further in-
structed and confirmed in truth by our an-
nual visits to his town. Llow these visits
wereimproved todraw out of us whole days
of earnest discussion and exposition of diffi-
cult passages, vou witnessed when you were
here. ‘The following incident will show how
decided in the meantime has been his testi-
mony for the truth.  About cight years azo
he was in the church on “ Good Friday”
when the Coptic church goes through the
mimicry of crucifying, then burying, and
raising again, an image of our crucificd
Lord. Ile endured the dumb show as long
as he was able, and then he arose in the
midst of the congre -tion, (the bishops,
priests, and about 400 | -ople were present),
arasped the crucifix and cast it upon the
ground, saying, ‘ there goes your wooden
cod Y Ile then drove them all out of the
church, and when the leaders afterwards
came to him and asked what they should do,
as they had crucified but not yet buried him,
hie finally said, ** Go and bury vour god lest
he stink.”—T'his incident, however, is not
a fair index of his character. Iieis mild
and dignified, and is now a father in Isracl
with 2 white beard, though strong and vi-
gorous. He is the government collector of
the town, and this, with his learning and
weight of character, has given him great
influence with all classes.  ‘T'he ofiice gives
great opportunity for corruption, and X need
not tell vou how almost urtiversal corruption
is in this lavd, but all testify that Fam’s
stomach dote ot pain him ; referring to the
word hy which corraption is usually desig-
nated, viz : eating, no fears of schemers and
informers.
NELP FOR GHOUS.

Last spring, now over six months ago,
we sent Makhiel and Yuseph, two of the
converted monks, to Ghous.  God had pre-
pared the way for theircoming by a quanrel
between the bishop whose seat is at Ghous
and his priests, by which the former had
heen led to excommunicate the latter and
thus leave and take up his residence at

t Negadeh, on the other side of the river.——

You know Makhiel—that he isan able, car-
nest and cvangelical man.  Through the
sttner, reports reached us of the suceess
of their mission, which led Preshytery to
take the actioa, in referencee to our establish-
ing an organization here, which I sent yon
in the report of Presbytery inmy last.  On
onr way up the river nearly a month ago,
we spent & Sabbath there. I was then suf-
fering from ophthalmia and could not gro up
to the town, but brother Currie went up and
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preached, and I saw those whe came down
to the buat. We found that the reports had
been far Lelow the truth as to the extens of
the work, and we lefe word with them that,
on our return, we would celebrate the Lord’s
Supper with them.

THE LORD'S SUPPER.

We reached the town on our return last
Tuesday, and the rest of the week, unul
Raturday, we spent in examining applicauts
and instructing those who came t us, and
on Satarday we had a preparatory service ;
and on Sabhath mornmg after the usual
service, 25 of the people of Ghous, (14 men
and 11 women) sat down with as around the
table of the Lord and celebrated lus dymg
love It was a most intercsting, solemn
occasion. Many of those who united with
us were old men with gray beards, and it
was especially gratifying to see so many
women come forward, and they so very -
tetligent and carnest. About a dozen boys
were judged prepared for the ordinance, but
for the present they were kept back by sick-
ness, death in one of the familics, absence
from town and various other reasons.—
‘There is much that Ymight write concesning
those who came forward, but I must hasten,

A NEW CHURCH ORGANIZED.

On Monday morning, we had another
formal service, after which, the organization
and offices of the Church were explained to
them, when they proceeded to organize, and
choose Makhiel for their pastor, and three
elders and three deacons ; when they wrote
& petition to Presbytery to have all these
ordained and installed into their respective
offices in due time.  Last evening they ac-
companied us to the ship, when we had a
final meeting, and committed this infant
church to God and the word of his grace
Behold what God hath wrought! There l
are many other adherents, perhaps the num- |
ber of Protestants in all is fifty, while there
port through the valley generally is, thatall
Ghous has turned Protestant or ¢ Bestenge,”
as the enemies in Ghous have the name.
‘These latter are active, but'they have cvi-
dently lost heart. Makhiel has labored in
season and out of scason for this people,
and the affection and reverence which they
have for him are very marked. Ifcremains
there for a time longer until a substitute

‘Two or three weeks after this date, Dr.
Lansing writes again from Jiniek, another
lasge town, Nov. 24th:—

My last was sent from Ghinnel, inwhich
I gave a short account of the grood work of
the Lord in Ghous. We proposed spend-
ing the next Sabbath in Ehhmim, where
Gurgis Beshetly, one of the elders of vur
church in Cairo, is at preseut luburing, bus
we were detained by the work, and sirong
north winds, so that we did not reach there
until Monday evening. We found  him
laboring in a sehool of twenty Loys which
he had gathered in, in spite of five excoms-
munications, (two of the Catlolic and three
of the Coptic prirsts of the town). Pur-
haps I should hers go back and say, that
we sent him up the Nile last spring in the
“ Morning Star” for book destrib.ulivn and
evangelical labor in the villages ; but find-
ing, as he thoughr, an opening at Exlauim,
which s his pative town and the largest
Coptie village on the Nile he scttled down
in his own house and opened a sihoul
‘The Presbytery, not pleased with this pro-
ceeding, authorized brother Curric and me
to shut the school on visiting the town, and
wivé him directions for his future labors;
but neither en our way up nor now, on re-
tarning, did we feel that we coulit lay vio-
lent hands on so promising & work, and so
we concluded to report to Presbytery, and
leave the subject to be dispused of atits
next meeting. There is no doubt that
Ekhmim is one of the most itaportant
places on the Nile, nor is there duubs that
Beshetley is the wan for the place. Bue
we have already opened several new stations
the past ycar, an't there is doubt whether
our church at home will allow us to cuter
the doors which the Lord in his providence
is opening before ms, as fast as he opens
thern. ‘T'his is the question which will calt
forth anxious thonght and deliberativn at
our next meeting of Presbytery ; and could
we only have the mind of our people on
the subject, authorizing us to go forward,
we could soon conclude to leave Beshetly
in the work which he so loves, and for

| which he is so well fitted. What say the

churches 2 What says the Board ?

A VISIT TO OSIOGT.
Last Sabbath we spent at Osiout. On

come up to teke his place, while he gots t0 | our way up, our hrethren therean@ at Beni
Cairo for his family, and to be ordained the | Alaij, on the opposite side of the river, com-
first of February next. | plained that they had not had an opportu

The above is a very meagre sketch of the | nity of partaking in the Lord’s Supper for
beginning of this work. God has given | two years: and so, on our way down, we
the Egyptisn Mission mauy tokens of his | sent them word that from Luxor; (1. V.)
favor, but nonc to he compared with this | we would be with them on Sabhath, the
in importance. Pray for thus infant church | 18th, and celebrate with them the ordinancs,
and for these dear brethren aud sisters who 1 and thst as far a< possible they should pre-
thus made an open profession of the name { pare themselves for it. Our appointment
«f our dear Master. made it necessary for us to slight some of
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the villages on the way. You willrecollect
Timreh, where we spent such a pleasant
hour with priest John and the enlightened
Arcef, and the others who gathered around
us, and heard the gospel so gladly under the
ghed. We reached there on Friday after-
noon; but alag! Priest John was not
there, nor the other enlightened priest whom
we there met, Both had gince gone, we
trust, to their rest. But what was even
sadder than this was, thatit was with them
the day of the feast of “ the foun living crea-
tures,” and we found that our triend the
Areef, and indeed most of the pcople of the
town, had been making too free with their
cups, 50_that our visit was far from Leing
the satisfactory one we had anticipated,

A CONTROVERSY.

The brother of Priest John, who is now
the chief priest of the town, seemed almost
the only man who was entirely sober ; and
it was affecting and confounding to me when
after coffec had been served he sat down
beside us and said: “I have a controversy
with you. Four years ago you were here
with the heads of your society, and you then
promised us that you would open a school
inour town, and teach us the gospel way
more perfectly ; and all this time we had
been waiting and yet you have not fulfilled
vour promise.” What could I say to this?
1 could only say that “one day is with the
Lord as a thousand years, aud a thousand
years as one day,” and that they must be
paticnt, and in due time the Lord would
send them teachers. What say Drs. Dales
and Prestley the “ heads of the society?"”

The poor Arcef secemed much ashamed
that he had been caught in such & state, and
before we left, put his hand in mine, aad
pledged himself befure God and the witness-
¢s who were present, that he would never
agein wuch the hated Arrack. Poor, blind
Gabriel, may the Lord give him grace to
keep his pledge! On Sabbath we found
that he had fuilowed us a day’s journey, to
Osiout. e still promised to abstain, and
had brought with him two of his school-loys
to enter our school at Osiout.

XEW FIELDS.

After selling them a few books, the rest

of our party started for the river and I for

Salamon, another village about half an hour
further to the north. Onmy way, I fellin

when they accompanicd me to the ship,
bringing with them 2 kid and a lamb as
than%:-oﬁ‘erings for what we are doing for
them in cducating their children. One
of the brothers above mentioned also follow-
¢d us to Osiout, hoping to be there in time
for the communion, but he did not reach
until just as the service was finished.

It was after sunset waen we left, and
then we made an attempt to stop at Seadfi,
where we have a Protestant friend who hag
long wished to make a public profession
of his faith, who we thought would proba-
bly go down with us to Osiout for the pur-

ose 3 but our *“ Ibis” was cast upon a sand-
hank, which delayed us till far in the even-
ing, when we could not find guides to take
us up to the village, so we were forced to
pursuc our journey. Our men rowed all
night, and early in the morning we reached
Osiout. We found that Abdallah had
fitted up the school room very neatly for
the morrows service; and Makhiel, the
young man above mentioned, and three
men from Beni Alaij, were applicants for
communion in the ordinance, and church
membership. These were examined and

assed, and on Sabbath morning we met
in the little schoolroom, which was crowd-
ed to its full capacity. I countedin it fifty-
nine natives besides our own company, and
therc were, I think, ncarly as many more
in the court, clustering around the win-
dows, and straining every nerve to hear all
that was said. It has seldom been my pri-
vilege to speak the Word when it scemed
to go home to the heart with such power;
and on Monday, scveral who had been
wavering between two opinions came to us,
and asked whether we could notsoon again
have the Communion, so that they might
have an opportunity of making a public
profession of their faith.

Monday was spent in making various
arrangements in the school, and by brother
Currie, who is for the present to be sta-
tioned at Osiout, in moving up to the town.
He is now prepared, by his knowledge of
langraage, for cfficient service, and he has
in Osiout and the surrouanding villages an
extensive and promising field of labor.
We coanted ten villages within an casy
day’s journcy of Osiout, in each of which
there are Protestants, and in each of which
there should cach Lord’s day be a Protes-
tant service, and if possible, also 8 school.

with the three brothers of Jakhicl (2 very | But when will this be? Truly “the har-
promising led in theschool at Osiout), who | vest is great.”” The hope of the surround-

had heard from him of our coming, and had
prepared a feast for us, and urged us mach
fo spend the night; but we told them that

ing country is now in the school in Usiout.
Most of its pupils are from the surrounding
villages, and most of them are young men,

we must hasten to Ostout for the feast of the | not children and simple minded and unso-

lord, whentkey accompanied us to Sala-
mon, where we found the relatives of three
more of our Osiout pupils, to whom we
preached the gospel and sold a few books ;

|

phisticated—and thas far more promising
material to work upon than the children
of the cities. Our schools in Cairo and
Alexandria are much larger in numbers
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than the onc in Osiot, bat we have no
sihool in Egypt which promises to do as
good service as this in the work of training
teachers and native youth.

On Monday we visited Beni Alaij, where
DPriest Bushai is stationed, atel examioed
his schogl, in which we found twenty-five
boys who gave goodevidunee of progress
in their studies. IIe has also o regular
Sabbath serviee, which is very well attend-
ed. On our way up, we left with hiwm
Blind Werd , whom we had Inousht from
Caivo for the purpose; and we were much
i)lcz\sed with the evidence given that she
iad been very usefully employed mong
the women and givls. Duat my shecet is
nearly filled, and as this belongs more pro-
peorly to Sallie’s department, I will leave
the description of Werdy’s work for Trer.

In the evening we visited Banvoob, where
is Bukhtor, another of our enlightencd
mouks. This is a lwge aud inportant
villaze, containing about’ 5,000 Copts, and
we should as soon as possible have in it a
regular station.  'We found in it a namber
of culightened men who were very bold in
professing their faith.

We will spend 1o-morrow’s Sabbath here
in Minich, and bope to e uscful in con-
firming our friends in the fuith; and next
Sabbaih we hope to spend with our breth-
ren in the Fayoum, after which we trast
soon to be back again at our work in
Cairo.

Raptisms in India.

A number of very interesting instances of
the administration of baptisn are reported
by the various missions in India. The Free
Churchk dission (Scoteh) at Bowbay reports
three converts. One is the wife of a
native officer—himsddf a Christian.  The
other two are DPursces, aged cighteen and
nincteen, and named Jijihhai Jivaji and
Pestonji  Jahangirt.  Both cncountered
strong opposition from their relatives, and
the former, having been placed in confine-
ment, had to fiec himself by breaking out
of theroom in which he was imprisoned,
ere he could make his public profession of
Christian discipleship. Dr. Wilson, who
returss these instances, states that the Par-
sees are daily groving in liberality of sen-
timent and feeling.

The Charch missionaries in North Tadia
have heen cheered by a few cases of conver-
sion. One of thesg, in Calentta, is that of
Boroda, a younz man who belongs to a
family of considerable respectability, and
the nephew of an earlier convert, whose in-
fluence is sapposed to have much 1o do
with Boroda’s devision.  The ovdeal which
e has had 1o undergo from the apposition
of his relatives, and especially of his fatiier,
has been mwost severe. The old man ¢ tried

{

" threats and persuasion with the youth, but
all in vain. Ife came to me (writes the
Rev. J. Vaughan) in o most excited state,
threstening me with a2 prosecution if I shel-
teved him or baptized him.  Iassured e
faitier that so long as he suffered his son 1o
abide in his house, Iwonld notvecdive Lim,
and that his baptisa would not take place
for some mouths to come. Boroda can.
tinued to avail hivasell of every opportunity
of visiting us ; uud the father, fiuding tha
his soa’s fuith zud resolution daily grew
stronger, hecame, i possible, wore wretehed
still. I coulrd not help pitying the man, for
the trial evidently vested upon him with o
crushing weight, One day, when the youth
was sititng with we inwy study, the father
rushed indike a madman, and fosming at
the mouth, seized his son, and with furious
imprecations, dingged him away.  Atter
this the father determined to remove Bo-
roda from our influénee. e sent him off
into the country. The young man was
kept for about two months in the house of
some of his reiives, who undertook te
Jeave no stone unturned to pervert his
mind.  Vavious expedients were tried in
the hope of distvacting his thonghts and
turning  him  from the trath. ~ Several
tities were learned pundits brought to rea-
son with him, and vestore him to his former
faith. By God’s grace he has kept firm
and immovable.”

After his baptism Boreda was again
seized by his relatives.  They fivst besougin
him * 1o cloak his religion; they tried to
compel him to promise that he would ne
more enter the charch, and that, if he re-
mained a christian, he shewld be o seeret
onc. Boroda utterly rejected she yproposal.
As a last resouree, it was resolved that at
midnight on that same day, he should be
conveyed to some unknown place, there to
be shut up and dealt with as might seem
best to his persecutors. To this end 2
guard of men was lixed upon to earry him
off, and in the meantime the young confes-
sor was kept sccarely homund.” Borods
managed to escape, and made his way to
the mission compound.

Another case is that of ITasu Ali, a Mo-
hammedan, who, coming to Azimgwih to
learn English, was brought under christian
influcees, and though “ his bittcrness
against the Bible was for some time ex-
wente,” it pave place to conviction of its
truth, and he sought and obtained baptism.
Autempts have been made to iwtuce him to
v cant, but he vemains steadfast, and tells
his former friends that he can never give
up Christ.

In a third case, Chand Khan, a Sepoy of
Her Majesty’s army at Gorruckpore, and
noninally a Mu: <ulman by religious profes-
sion, was urged by his comrudes to allow

his son, at the usual age, to undergo the
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initintory vite of Islamismn. e objected,
amd sent the child to a chirbstian school.—
Remoustrance  followed, , he was warned
ggainst hecoming “ an infidel,” and money
was offered Lim, on condition of his not
adentify gz blwseld with ** the Kaflies” {in-
fidels). e refused it, and sought christian
instraetion for himself as well as his chitd.
Tis wile, who nt first had opposed hiw,
wias won over through the instrumentality
of ber boy, who read at liowe ghe gospet he
had Jearued at sehiool.  Despied and hated
in the vegitaent, they have h d heavy trials
to pass thronzh, and menaces andl - bribes
have abternately been employed to keep
them from acting out their convictions.—
The fast offer, made on the cve of their
christian profession, was 500 rupees. But
all was i vain, and the family, at their o'wn
urgent regnest, were baptized by the Charch
wissionaries at Gorruckypore.

The conversion aud baptism of Babu
Luchy Nuzaian, a householder at Hororab
{on the opposite bank of the Ganges to
Caleutta), which occurred some four years
awo, wos lodlowed by the abduetion of his
wife anet the utter dispersion of his fawmily
cirele. Sinee that time one afier another of
his immediate connections has been eradu-
ally brought to Christ, and now the last of
al, his younger brother, has embraced the
aospel.” Thus, the entire family is now
anited in the profession of the christian
fuith. .

The Reeord of the Free Church of Scot-
land, treats of the **state of high religious
formentation” prevaiting in Caleatta, The
lecture, delivered by the bead ot the Brahma
Somaj, had stirred wp the conservative
PBrahmas against Chistianity:  One of
their namber delivered a lecture on what
le scornfully cabled, The Decline of
Christianity.”  Dr. Rebson, and Mre. Me-
Donald, of the ¥ree Church Alission were
present.  Dr. Kobson annouticed at the
close that e would present an answer on
the following cvening, in the hall of the
Free Church Institation, which promise he
hept 10 very good effect. Mr. McDonald
had a discussion, on the street, with = larze
erowdd of the conservatives.  On thinking
the matter over he also concluded to deliver
o lecture, and was eminently suceessful, a
repetision clsewhere being catfed fov.

The fermemation in the native commu-
vity was stll farther kept up by the bap-
gsin of the youung Brahmans, one in cou-
nection Wwith the Free Chureb, and tue other
with the Lendon Mission.  The fivst was

BABU AKNNY JUMAR BUATTAC HARIYA.

He ic « Brahman of the Bhatteharjya
dan, and has been o pupil for sever ol years
i the Free Clareh Institution ag Caleutta
He s vightoen years of age, so0 1 iics M.
Don, but bas afl the appearance «f five and

twenty, being in point of phy sieal develop-
ment weve & man than a stipling.

AkLoy was boint of Brahman pavents,—
is fatlice was @ priest by profession, not
nominally one, but avting as such in the
house of o wan of wealth,  The lad was
reared as o Windu stricdy. Ile wus educi-
ted in the Bengali tongue up to his tenth
vear; at that age he was introduced to the
stady of the Banserit, reeeived the poity, or
saered thread, the mark of second Lirl and
true Drahmaihoul, and began o lead the
life of & true Brahman, accovding to the
Shasteas.

<1 nsed torise carly in the moming,” he
says, * 10 bathe and gather & large quantity
of Leantiful floweys, in order to Worship
Shiva, and Vishnu, and other gods and
soddesses.”

The worship of impure gods was of no
bencfit to his moral nature; he becate hn-
ure.  Dut the stiv produced by the Indian
Missions, espedially the interest awakened
i education, reached the Bengali village.
The boy wished to fearn English.  The
facher opposed it, warned his son that *the
unclean Janguage,” as he called it, would
lead him to forsake the faith of his fathess
and break his caste. The cld man was
vight.  The boy setting iself to studying
primavy books seeretly, at length veceived
permission to g0 1o Caleutta and obtain an

Eoglish  cdueation.  This was in 1562,
Alkhoy heing fourteen ‘years old In 1864

his futher died, and the young man took
pact in the coremonics of his funeral. In
1865 he acknowledged one God, aud began
to think seriously while under the instrac-
tion of & native Cheistian.  Soon_he was
convineed of the trath of Christianity.

A publie profession, by baptism, was post-
poncd, the young man thinking that the
favorable opporiunity had not come; and
this procrastination continued for a_year.
He says: * Duaring the present year 1 was
living as a man_believing in Chwist, but
only proerastinating, unable to leave bro-
thers and sisters, waiting for an opportunity
10 come and coufess openty.” e lodged
with o Brahnan, who wnied to biing him
over to deistical views, and fasled utterly.
At lepgth the crisis came-—was thrust upon
him—in the form of a moral shock whick
constraised him to come out and be sepa-
rate.

# A pundit,” so writes Mr. Don, « whom
he knew, reproached him thus, ¢ You are
doing very wrong, hecanse you cat aud
drink, aud put shoes on your feet.” lis
censor acensed him of neglecting Brah.
manical ascetism,  The youth replied,
# Sir, is it worse to cat aud dvink, and wear
shoes, than to keep bad company and fre-
quent disreputable places 7”7 'The pundit
replicd that theve was nothing wrony 1
these practices, and appealed to the exam-
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ple of the Hindu gods, and affirmed that
the disreputable persons alluded to were
found in heaven. The lad was shocked,
fled panic-stricken. This was Hinduism—
Hindu ethical belicf, reasoning, and prac-
tice—even now and here.  These were his
companions, men of such principles and
practices.

“That night he came to the mission-
house secking for a purer fellowship. He
began at once to prepare for Laptism. On
the ciening of Sabbath, August 5th, the
ceremony was performed. A large assem-
blage of native youth was present, and the
opportunity was fully improved by the
officiating missionary.

* Not long arter, Trigonesh Mukerja, a
Kubin Bralunan, was baptized by the Lon-
don Mission also in Calentta.  He, too,
had been in the Free Church schools for
about seven years. Again was young Hin-
duism stirred up. The fermentation is still
going on. The harvest time of the school
seems to be at hand.”

Sad death of a Missionary.

About a year ago the Presbytery of Lon-
don ordained Rev. David Masson as a Mis-
sionary to China, where the English Pres-
byterian Church have had a successful
mission for many years, Mr. Masson left
England for China in July. Towards the
end of last month a letter was reccived
from a fellow- passenger, announcing that
Mr. Masson had been washed overboard on
the 10th November, when within 650 miles
of the Chinese coast. The letteris written
by a Methodist Minister who was & passen-
ger in the same ship. He says:—

“ During the whole week we had a heavy
cross sea and strong breeze, and on Satur-
day especially the sea boiled furiously. On
the afternoon of that day he went forward
to the forecastle with another passenger, re-
glzlesting me to accompany them as he went.

his was shortly after three o’clock. They
sat down near the forecastle head, and en-
gaced in conversation nearly an hour. Mr.
Huttlestone (with whom he was conversing)
says :—** We had been speaking of the the-
ory of the Unitarians, that Christ was
merely human, when Mr. Masson said, I
could not rest in the joyful hope of future
happiness if I did not believe that Christ
is the Son of God.’ These words were
scarcely nttered when the sea struck the
ship, a wave rolled over the forecastle, the
ship lJurched heavily, and I saw him no
more.” Mr. Huttlestone immediately raised
an alarm, and, althowgh it would have been
very hazardous to launch a boat on such &

sen, preparations were made for doing so,
i the helm was put down, and the topsail
halyards let go, until his body was seen to
sink from the stern of the vessel, when the
attempt was given up as useless. These
are the simple circumstances associated
. with the calamity, and comment is almost
unnecessary. 1 may, however, state that
.we (the passengers) have been accustomed
frequently to go forward to the forecastle,
| where, although the motion of the ship is
' always more perceptible than in the after
j part, we have never supposed there was any
, speeial danger. No once can account for the
; accident. Lven Mr. Huttlestone, who was
- sitting by his side, says the wave which
came on board was not & heavy onc; he
supposcs that Mr. Masson, seeing the wave,
must have been trying to save himself from
& drenching, and, in so doing, struck his
head against the side, and, with the lurch of
; the ship and the wave combined, was car-
i ried away. But this is mere conjecture.
The circumstances are not and cannot be
more fully known than I have described

them.”
el

The Subbatl Sehool,

LESSONS FOR MARCH.

FIFTH SABBATH.

Sunsect :—Jesus upbraids Chorazin, §e.
—Matt. xi. 20-30.

V. 20.— Chorazin and Bethsaida were
towns situated near the sea of Galilee, not
far from Capernaum. Bethsaida signifies
*“house of hunting,” or of game, or fishing.
Syria and Sidon were cities of I’heenicia,
situated near the Mediterranean, in the early
days of the Jewish commonwealth greatly
distinguished for their opulence, and the ex-
tent of their commerce. ‘The pride and
luxury of their inhabitants, together with
their hostility to God’s chosen people, drew
down on them the judgment of Heaven, as
predicted ir several remarkable prophecies.
See Isaiah, xxiii. 4-18: Ezek. xxvi. 4-20.
Before the time of our Saviour, Tyre, once
ono of the most magnificent cities in the
world, had been completely destroyed.
Sidon was then large 2nd populous, butis
now an insignificant place. ‘Cyre and Sidon
were heathen cities—they had never been
favoured with the light of revelation; and
therofore, though their crimes had been
great and their doom terrille, they were
not so guilty in the sight of Gud a» Chora-
zin and Bethsaida.  If they had been favor-
ed with the privileges of the two Iatter
cities, they would have been, as our Saviour
here informs us, deeply and truly penitent.
Wearing sachcloth, a coarse kind of linen
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cloth, like canvass, and sitting in ashes,
sore practised among Iiastern nations, as
sutable manifestations of great sorrow,

V. 22. — Capernnum  stood mnear the
north-west corner of the sea of Galilee. It
13 not mentioned in the Old Testament, but
w the titme of our Saviour it was a large
and populous city. In it and the neigh-
buaring cities of Chorazin and Bethsaida,
alarge part of the time of s public minis-
wry was speat. It might well be spid, there-
tore, tu be exalted to Heaven, not only as
regarded its wealth and magniticence, but
ahv trom the greatuess of its spivitual pri-
vleges.  These privileges its pesple bad
tailed to profit by, and had, indeed, utterly
despised, and its doom would be propor-
tonably dreadfal, Krom the expression,
*cast down to hell,” we cannot draw any
wnclusion as to the eternal destiny of the
people; for it is vsed only as a contrast to
to the plirase ‘*‘exalted to heaven.” It
means, total ruin ; and this has been so
complete that it is not now possible to tell
where it stood.  Sodom and the cities in
its neighbourhood, were probably the most
grossly wicked communities which have ex-
isted since the deluge, but the Saviour tells
us that they would not have been guilty of
the great wickedness of rejecting Him if
they had witnesssed the many wonderful
works which he had performed in Caper-
naum,

Vv. 23-24.—From these verses we learn
that the inhabitants of Tyre and Sidon and
of Sodom and Gomorrah, who, in the time
of our Saviour had long passed away from
the carth, were to be summoned to a judg-
ment which was yet future. It is not true
therefore, as many Universalists assert, that
the judgments spoken of in the word of
God are inflicted in this life. It also ap-
pears that those who commit the grossest
sins, arc not always most guilty in the sight
of God. These Jewish cities prided them-
selves on their morality and their religious
observances ; but they were more guilty in
the sight of Ged, and would suffer more
awfal punishment than those on whom He
had poured out his most terrible temporal
judgment.

Vv. 25-26.— Wise and prudent—persons
of cultivated minds, proud in the conscious-
aess of their intellectual attainments; who
ather despise the gospel, or, in studying it
depend solely on their own understruding.
Bubes—chkdren, persons, who may possess
levi mental advantages, but who study
God's word with simple child-like faith, and
humble veliance on the teaching of' the spirit
of Ged. These two classes were well rep-
resented by the haughty Seribes and Pha-
tisees of Chorazin, Bethsaida and Caper-
naumy; and the humble disciples of the
Savivur. In his overflowine love to man-
hind Jesus thanked his Father that it had

pleased Him to place salvation within the
reach of the feeblest intellect —of the m: sges
of men as well as of the few who are dis-
tinguished by high mental attainments.

V. 27.—The Saviour encourages all men
to come to him, by announcing his claim 10
the government of the universe, and refers
ring to the exalted character of his person,
so mysterious that none but the Father
could comprehend it, while he alone can
reveal the Father by his spirit, to the weary
and heavy laden, as a sin parduning God,

Vv. 28-30.—The Jews laboured under o
weight of burdensome ceremonial rites.
All men Inbour under a heavy lond of sin,
and many are weighed down under a burden
of temporal caves and anxieties. To all
these Jesus offers vest.  He abolished the
ceremonial law, he pardons sin, aml gives
peace and joy in helieving, and he teachesthe
sorrowful and anxious to cust their cares
upon him. IHMis followers, indec'. have &
yoke to bear, but thnse who bear 1t find it
an easy yoke. He is himself meck and
gentle, and his commands given by a loving
master to loving disciples, are supremely
reasonable and beneficent in themselves,
and in keeping of them there is great re-
ward. He may call on us in his providence
to discharge arduous duties, but he himself
supplies the strength by which they are
performed.  To all his followers he says,
as he did to Paul, “ My grace is sufficiens
for thee, and my strength is made perfectin
weakness.”

Lessons:

1. The judgments of God have becen
and will be poured ont on guilty cities and
nations.

2, The sin of unbelief is greatest of all
sins, and will be most severely punished.

3. Children, and persons of humble po-
sition and attainments, have great encou-
ragement to come to Christ.

4. The weary and the sorrowful will find
rest and happiness in him.

DOCTRINE :

Christ gives true rest. Matt. xi. 28: Is.
Iv. 2: Jeremiah vi. 16.

FIRST SABBATH OF APRIL.

Svnsect :—Passage through the Red Sea,
Exodus xiv.

When the Lord gave the directions con-
tained in the first sour verses, the Israelites
were at Etham, ov the borders of the Wil-
derness, supposed to be modern Ajrud, a
caravan station within twelve miles of Suez.
The natural route for the Israelites would
be to go from Etham, north-castward, by
the head of the Red Sea  They would
speedily be out of Pharaoh’s reach. But
the Lord commands them to turn south-
ward, into the midst of a wild and dreary
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country, the sen on their left hand and hills
on the right, It seemcd n most unreason-
able and disastrous movement.  They
would place themselves hopelessly at the
mercy of Pharaoh.

V. 4.—God has gond reasons for all his
commands, His object now was to give
Pharaoh a final opportunity of showing the
harduess of his heart, and thus furnish ap
oceasion for manifesting the power, good-
ness, and severity ot “the God of Lsrael.”

V. 5.—The Israclites were “runaway
slaves:” Pharach and his people resolved
to bring them back to their bitter bondage
and their wonted toil.

V. 7.—The “ six hundred chariots” were
the king’s guard, Iach chariot had in it
three men, one to drive and two to fight.
‘The *“chariots of gvpt” were more nume-
rous, but less formidable in their equip-
ment, cach containing one warrior and one
driver. Sometimes the driver lashed the
reins round his body and fought while he
drove. The chariots were small, and hung
on two wheels.

Vv, 10-12.—The Israclites wete *sore
afraid,” for thoush their numbers were
great, they were mostly unarmed and with-
out discipline, while their pursuers had
every advantage.  The spirit of the people
was broken. They expected a general
massacre,

Vv. 13, 14.—istory will be scarched in
vain for a more sublime example of moral
courage than is here presented by Moses.
He is in peril from his own people and from
the Bgyptians. The sca is on one side;
the mounntains on the other; the foe behind ;
and the wild passions of the multitude seeth-
ing all around. ‘T'he sceret of his great
conrnge was his faith in God.

V. 19.—The pillar of cloud and of fire
was the visible symbol of the presence of
the angel of the Lord.

V. 21.—No words can render the narra-
tive of that mirucle more simple or impres-
sive. Think of the vast multitude that had
to traverse that untrodden road—their anx-
iety, wonder and solemn dread arising fromn
the felt presence of God.

V. 23.—The Egyptians, owing to the
darkness, were probably not aware. that they
were following the Israelites into the bed of
the sea.

V. 24,—The Lord’s looking through the
cloud and troubling the Egyptiaus signifies
probably the sudden flashing of a great
light from the dark side of the pillar of
clond. ‘This would terrify horses and dri-
vers, and reveal to the Egyptians the terri-
ble situation in which they were placed.—
The retreat was sounded too late: all was
wild and fatal confusion.

V. 27.—"The same sign is used to divide
the sea, and again to cause those treache-
rous watery walls to rush tozether in fury.

This showed that the phenomenon was np
duc to natural causes, The time of the mj.
racle was night, when night is longest in
that country. The spot where the passage
took place 13 uncertain.  The Red Sea ex-
tended at that time much nearer the Medi.
terrancan,—thirty or forty miles, perhaps,
and the miracle may have taken place
many miles aocth of Suez, where the sea
now terminates. ‘I'he sea, where it wag
divided, was probably ten or twelve miles
wide. From their dead foes strewn on the
beach, when the tude went down, the Isracl
ites would securc arms for future conflict,
Lessoxs:

‘This stupendous miracle of the Exodus,
this dividing ofthe sea, is very often referred
to in scvipture, and impressive lessons
drawn from i

1. We should obey God’s commands
even if we should see no reason for them,
and though they should seem agaiust rea.
son. .3,

2. Show the nature of truc repentance,

and illustrate the difference hetween it and
false repentance, by the case of Pharaol,
;Who seemed to repent under God’s heavy
Judgments, but whose heart was again
hardencd wheuever ealamity was removed.
Unless we love God, hate sin and become
truly holy, no religions impressions will be
abiding, and no amendment of life can be
depended upon. V. 8, &e.

8. The Israclites bitrerly vepented has-
ing undertaken this journey when they saw
the dangers that threatened them. Thus
persons who enter on a religious life are
sometimes tempted to wish they had clung
to “ Eaypt.” "To all such, God says, “ The
Lozd shall fight for you.” Vv, 11-14,

4. However dark the prospect appears,
let us not despond it we are in the lord’s
way. When He says, “ Go forward,” let
us obey though raging seas roll before us!

5. Sce how vengeance overtakes wicked
nations. The Egyptians had drowned the
1wale children of the Hebrews in the Nile,
and now the flower of their own chivalry
are drowned in the Red Sea.

6. Paul compares this passing of the
Red Sea to baptism, 1 Cor. x. 1, 2,

7. With God nothing is impossible.

8. Note how the same cvents, the same
truth, the same gospel may bo the savourof
life to some, aud of death to others.

DocTRINE :
Goud will destroy the wicked. 1 Thess.i.
8, 9; Phil. iii. 18, 19; Psal. ix. 17.

SECOND SABBATH.
Sunseer :—1he song of Moses.—Exod.
Xv. .
Here we have the oldest poem in the
world. It wassung probably on the momnr
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ing after the wondrous passing of the sea,
and the destruetion of the Beyptians.  For
sublimity and beauty the song of Moses is
nowhere surpassed.  This song of deliver-
ance is referred to in Rev. xv, 1-4.  Moses
was & wise levislator, a brave warrior, an
inspired proplict, o great poet.  How mer-
cifully God raises men for the work which
He has to do !

V. 1.—“Horse and rider”—those who
rode in chariots are heve reforred to.

V. 2.—/[lubitation—Moscs, inspired by |
the Spirit expected the time when the ta- |
hernacle would Le set up—when the hill of
Sion should be crowned with the splendid
wemple of Solomon.

V.3.—“ Man of war:” Pharaoh had
insulted God and, as it were, c¢ntered on a
war against Him. Now, the war is decided
and glorious victory is with the Lord.—
Lord heve weans Jehovah, the self-existent
cne,

V. 8.—The blast of God’s nostrils is a
most expressive figure for the wind, Mark
the coutrust between verses 9 and 10, The
former lets us see the purposes of the foc;
the latter the terrible dvom wrought upon |
the foe by the God who had been insulted.

V. 12.—The sea is in the “depths of the
earth ;" hence those who were drowned are
spoken of as **swallowed up in the earth.”

V. 13.—Maoses speaks here in the strength
of realizing faith as if the promised *“ habi-
tation,” the lund of Canaan had been alrea-
dy reached.

V. 14.—This was fulfilled forty yvears
afierwards.

V. 15.—/[)ukes—leaders.

V. 20.—Mirimn was more with Aaron
than with Moses and hence called his sister.
She was a prophetess, see Numb. xii. 1
and Micah vi. 4. The Jewish timbrel was
like the modern tambourine, a hoop-edged
round with rings or pieces of brass to make
2 jingling noise and covered over with
tightened parchment like a drum. The
fingers were used to beat it.  In the east
the woumen stitl indulge in the religious
dance, **a slow, grave and solemn gesture,”
generally accompunied with singing and
the sonud of the timbrel  The chief woman
lead, iu song and dance, and the rest imitate
her words and motious. :

V. 21— dnswered—that is sung respon-
sive  Mozes probably led the men in sing-
ing s glornous song ; and Miriam the
women. ‘They would sing alternate verses,
and the first verse would be used as a cho-us.

V. 22.—8h. = comprehends all the west-
orn part of Arabin Petraca. It is now call-
ed Sudhy

V. 27— Yarah—Dbitter. Travellers tell
us of the Wady Amarah where there are
springs of water, but of a nauseous taste.

V. 25.—The uee was only the sign of
the miracle which God had performed.

Praved them—tried their faith and obedience.
It is probable that diseases had broken out
amouy the Ecoplc.

V. 27.—FElim is identified by travellers
with Wady Ghurandel, where there are
springs of water and many beantiful trees,
It is an oasis, the finest in the western
desert.

LEssoxs.

1. 'We should ascribe our salvation, and

'all our deliverances aud blessings to the

Lord. V. 1,2

2, The habitation in which God delights
to dwell is an humble and contrite heart.

3. 'Wo showdd keep in remembrance the
mercies of God to onr fathers. V. 2,

4. How foolish and wicked it is to fight
against God! How eazily can He over-
throw His worst foes! Vv, 9, 10.

5. God’s enemics are #fraid when they
hear of His power and His judgments; but
if we arc His friends His very judgments
ave changed into mercies for us. Vv, 13-17.

6. The same Lord that destroyed the
Egyptians and delivered Isvacl is at work
now in the world, and “ shall reign for ever
and ever.” V. 18.

7. Mark the change in the circumstan-
ces and in the state of mund of the Israelites
in two days—in a few hours! Terror, and
cries of despair, give place to boundless
exultation and songs of joy.

8. Let us prepare to sing the “ Soug of
Moses and of the Lamb.”

9. ‘The Lord can sweeten the bitter
watersto His own people, but, if disobedient,
He will surely chastise them. V. 26,

DocTRrINE @

Salvation causes great joy.
10: Ps.ix. 14: Ps. li. 13, &e.

THIRD SABBATH.

Sunsecer :— God sends Manuna. Tx. xvi.

Travellers passing through the Desert
have to take with tlem provisions for forty
days. The Isaclites were now out of
Egypt about a month, and they were in
sore distress for food. The desert yiclded
nothing except wild olives and wild honey.
It was o “great and terrible wilderness.”
The people forgotr in present distress all
God’s mercies and promises. They felt
that their means of living were nearly gone,
and they were still very far from tne Pro-
mised Land. Their position was a severe
trial of faith, and their faith faed. They
dared not complain dircetly against God;
but murmured against his servants. Mark
God’s patience : their distress was real, and
therefore He bore patiently with them, and
multiplicd His mercies.

V. 4.—Prove them: God’s olject in lead-
ing His people into the wilderness was to
try them, and to develop their faith. They

Luke xv. 7,

——
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were trained step by step under His eve;
and the Manua was used to tench them their
constant dependence on Him for daily food.

V. 5.—llere is 2 double miracle, by which
the Lord honsars s own toly day.

V. 6.—The people murmured against
Moses and Aaron as if they had of their
owit accord led them out of Igypt; here is
a new proof that the Lord was with them,
aad doubters must be silenced.

V. 13.—Quails vesemble the partridge,
and are about the size of a small dove.
They go from country to country in large
numbers, and are found at times in the de-
sert.  They were proliably brought in such
vast numbers hy means of a mighty wind.
(See Numb. xi. 31.)

V. 15.—Manna—** bread from heaven,”
Ds. Ixxviil, 24, 25. It fell every morning
except the Sabbath, and a double share fell
on Friday. It looked like a small round
sced, *like hoar-frost.”  When kept over
it bred worms. It was ground and baked
like flour. It had a pleasant taste, suited to
all palates, fell for forty years, and ceased
only when the people reached Canann, and
could live ou the productions of that pro-
mised Lid, Tt was a gift direct from the
hand of God, and nout a product of nature.
There is a drug gathered in the desert from
the tamarisk tree which is calted manna,
but it differs widely in its qualities from the
Biblical manna. The latter was substan-
tial food—the former a purgative medicine,
and to be procured only for three months
in the year. It required about fifteen mil-
lions of pounds & week of manna to feed
the people. The word manna means,
“What isit?’ When the people saw it
on the ground they cried out, “ What is
it ?’~—manna—and hence the name.

V. 18.—An Omer was a measure contain-
ing about two-thirds of a gallon.

V. 33.—The preservation of the manna
was itself a standing miracle.

V. 36.—An Ephah was nearly a bushel
of our measure.

Lessoxs :

1. The Israclites were led into this sin
of murmuring by unbelief. They lived by
sight, not by faith. Do we not find it hard
to live by faith while passing through the
wilderness of this world with all our gospel
light, and under the leadership of One of
whom Moses was but a type?  Sec 1 Cor.
x. 11, 12.

2. We must guard against the sin of
undervaluing owr mercies and exaggerating
our difficultics, as the Israclites did.

3. To complain 2gainst God’s servants
when doing His will is to sin against Him.

4. Sce how God honours His own day.
V.27, '

5. The manna is a sign, asymbol of
heavenly mauna. We have that manna of

which the Jews had only the type, sesJohn
vi, 32: 1 Cor. x.3. Isrnel wasa type of
the true heavenly church, and was fed with
bread from heaven. Let us seck that true
bread of which if we eat we shall never die.

Docrtnive:

God supplies His people’s wants.—DPs,
xxxiv. 9, 10; Matt. vi. 33, &ec.

FOURTII SABBATIIL.

Sunsrcr :—The Transfiguration, Matt.
xvii. 113,

(Parallels, Markix. 2-9; Lukeix. 2836 )

‘The scenc of this marvellous event was
probably onc of the summits of Hermon—
(certainly not Tabor as tradition asserts.)
It took place at night. Christ went v the
mountain, as Luke tells us, to pray.

V. 2.—Transfigured—changed in appear-
ance. He became most glovious in antici-
pation of the glory which Xe¢ now has in
Ileaven. His garments became bright as
light, and His face shone as the sun.  The
infinite fulness of the Spirit was poured out
on His whole being.

V. 3.—Moses represented the Iaw; Bli-
Jjah, the prophets. They were the yrentest
men of the old covenant.  What were they
talking about? (Sce Luke.)

V. 4 —*Good to be here”’—that is, Ttis
better to lie lieve on the lonely mountain
top than in Jerusalem, or at our homes.

V. 5.—"The first miracle was the change
in the appearance of Jesus ; the second, the
coming of Moses and Elijah; third, the
bright cloud ; fourth, the Father’s voice.—
No wonder the disciples were astounded.

V. 9.—The reason of this prohibition was
that the people were not prepared to hear
of this glorious manifestation of the divinity
of Jesus.

Vv. 10, 13.—The Jews expected that
Elijah should come and settle all their con-
troversies, bring back the pot of manna and
Aaron’s rod, and purify the people. This
was based on Mal. iii. 183 iv. 5. This
prophecy, the Lord declares, was fulfilled in
the appearance of John the Baptist, whom
the Jews failed to recognize as * Elijah;”
they knew kim not,

Lessons:

1. Herc we have heaven on carth; a
glimpse of the spirituul, of tho secrets of
the world to come.

2. Notc—this was the Lord’s baptism
uunto suffering and death. 1is active obedi-
cnce had been fully proved: now .lis pas-
sive obedience is to be illustrated, especially
in the “deccase to be accomplisued at
Jerusalem.”

5. ‘The most exalted of the departed
saints do homage to Jesus: the founder
and the restorer of the law are there. Is
He not worthy of our homage ?
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4, When the law was delivered on Sinai
the cloud was dark : here it is unutterably
bright.

5. We are bound to accept the Father's
testimony concerning the Son ; and the
command to hear Him is laid upon all
who are reached by the joyful sound.

6. Sec how awful are the marifesta-

tions of God, even in love! The apostles
fall prostrate. How terrible then must be
his wrath! Y

7. Mark how Christ, by this event,
prepares His disciples for the sad immedi-
ate future~—the Trial and the Cross!

8. Prayer led to the transfiguration ;
we must pray that we may sce Jesus, and
be ourselves changed.

9. You admire the glory of Jesus on
the mount; we shall belike im if we take
Him as our Saviour,

10. The Church was fully represented
on the mount—dJesus its glorious head ;
Moses and Elias representing the church
triumphant ; Peter, James, and John, the
church militant. We are invited to be
members of this brotherhood.

11.  God fulfils his promises in the spirit,
not in the letter merely. He promised an
Elins, He gave John Bapust, V.12,

12, The sorrows of the Cross must ever
be pressed on our attention, V.13,

DoOCTRINE :

Christ is God’s Son. Matt. iii. 17; John
iii. 16, 18, &c.

s o T

ews of the Gl

Presbytery of Victoria and Rich-
mond.

This court met at Whycocomagh on the
6th Nov last, at which a call from the con-
gregation of that place presented to the
Rev Peter McLean, Free Church, Storno-
way, Scotland, was sustained by the Pres-
bytery, and the necessary arrangements
were made to forward it as soon as practi-
vable to the Colonial Committee of said
church with other doeuments necessary.

Other business of less general interest
was also attended to.

This court again met pursuant to ad-
journment at Mahou for Preshyterial Visi-
tation and ordinary business the 10th Jan’y
1867. 'T'here were present Rev’ds Murdoch
Stewart, modr. p. t., Kenneth McKenzie,
William Sindair, also, Messrs. Benjamin
Smith, and Williarn Dunbar, elders.

The Rev, Mr. Stewart having preached
asnitable discourse from Is. xlv. 22, the
minutes of the former meeting having been
read, sustained, and some other preliminary
business aisposed of, the Presbytery pro-

ceeded to Presbyterially visit the congrega-
tion.

Formula questions were put to the min-
ister,, Mr. Sinclair, session, and managers,
which were by them respectively, satisfac-
torily answered.  The Presbytery were
gratified to learn that this small but ener-
getic congregation, continues to progress
favorably in various important respects.—
One feature being the number of young
people in it who bave for the last fow
years been received into the full com-
munion of the church. ‘The court were
glad to understand that, but very small
arrcars are due their pastor,—that Port
ITood section has been doing its duty cred-
itably.

That a new subscription list has been
opened in the congregation by those who
had done their duty to their former minis-
ter, Rev. Alexander McDonald, with a
view to pay off as soon as possible all
arrears due him; also, that the general
schemes of the church receive a proportion
of their contributions.

The Rev. Mr. Stewart took notice of
this congregation’s praisc-worthy efforts for
some ycars, and carnestly exhorted them
thus to continue in well doing.

The Preshytery then adjourned to meet
to-morrow at Lake Ainslie, 12 o’clock noon
for Presbyterial visitation and ordinary
business. K. McKexzis,

Pres. Clerk.

This court again met pursuant to ad-
journment in the Presbyterian Church,
Lake Ainslie, the 11th Jan. 12 o’clock
noon, and aftcr an appropriate discourse by
Rev. Murdoch Stewart, was dualy consti-
tuted. ‘There were present besides Mr.
Stewart, Rev’ds Donald McKenzie, mode-
rator, pastor of the congregation, K. Me
Kenzie, and William Sinclair, also Mr.
William Dunbar, clder. Minutes of the
former meeting being read and sastained.
The clerk read a _letter from the secretary
of the Colonial Committee, Free Church,
Scotland, Rev. Mr. Divorty, acknowledging
receipt of & letter, with extract minute of
this Presbytery. The Scc. was instructed,
he stated, to convey an expression of the
committee’s appreciation of the reception

iven here to their deputy, Rev. Peter Me-
ieun, as also of the efforts to collect for the
funds of said committee.

The Clerk also submitted a report of mis-
sionary labour within the bounds of Pres-
bytery, by Ilev. Donald Stewart with
account, &c.,—the Presbytery approved of
the report, and gave their clerk instructions
to correspond with the Seeretary of tho H.
M. Board,—recommending that a balance
of some $23 be paid Mr. Stewart mean-
time from the H. M. Funds.
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The moderator veported that, as request-
ed, the eall to Rev. Peter MceLean with
reasons of translation, and cextract minute
of Preshytery, also monies collected in
both sections of his own congregation,
amountine +0 $40.50; and $18.50 from the
eonaregat'on of Baddeck, in all $54.00
were by him transmitted to the col. com-
mittee.

Ieveafter the Presbytery proceeded with
the busivess of visitation. Formula ques-
tions, put to minister, session, trustecs or
manaers, were satisfactorily answered.

‘I'he minister regretted that there was too
mnch ground for the complaint, ““Who
hath helieved our report,”” &e,,—but stated
that the attendance on Sabbath and week
day meetinge, continues good. and also that
marked attention is given to the Word in
public warship.  Some attention is heve
paid to Sabbhath Schools, visiting the sick,
and prayer-meetings by the clders,

It was found that during the three years
since Mr. MeKenzie's settlement, one hun-
dred and twenty-one pounds have been
paid towards his salary in this scction,
leaving a Dhalance of twenty-nine pounds,
which the Trustees think, will for the most
part, be vet paid; that further this seetion
had contributed $17.00 of the above men-
tioned sum during the past vear to the
fands of the col. committee,—also that it
cntered into a subscription list to aid the
section of middle River with the building
of a manse. The peaple here al<o contri-
bute to the ceneral sehemes of the church.

The duty of paying off as soon as pos-
eible all arrears due their minister,—making
punciual payments of the snms subscribed ;
contributing to all the sehemes of the
church ; and of holding regrular stated meet-
ings of managers and congregation was
presseil on the attention of the congrega-
tion by the Preshytery. Thev appoint Rev.
Wm. G Farhes to preach at Whyeacomagh
(D.V.} the second Sahbath of March next.

‘Fhe Preshytery then adjonrned to meet
(D.V.} far Presbyterial visitation and other
business at the following places, viz.:—
Forks, Baddeck, Wednesday 13th March
next, 11 o’elock a. m.,—at Baddeck, Green
wood Church, half-past six p.m. same day,
—at Middle River, 14th March 12 o’clock
noon. Closed with prayer.

K. McKenz1E,
Pres. Clerk.

P. S.—As matters of importance will he
submitted to Presbytery, it is particularly
reau. ted that all the members of court do
attend. K. McK.

Presbytery of P. E. Island.

The Preshytery met pursuant to adjonrn-
ment, in Qacen Square Chnrch, Charlotte
town, on the 30th ult.  There were present

{
|
|

tho Revds I, Crawford, Moderator; I,
Murray, R. faivd, W. Ross, A. Falconer,
and . W. Cameron Ministers, and Mr,
Donatd MceNevin, elder.  The Rev. 6.
Sutherland being present, was inv'ted to a
seat as a corresponding member,

Mr. Faleoner reported that he had, ae.
cording to appointment, moderated in a
call in the congregation of I'ry on and Bon.
‘shaw, and that the call had come out unan-
imously in favor of John G. Cameron Pro.
bationer. "Chis eal] with an accompanying
adherence paper, numerously sigued, wie
laid upon the table. The report was re-
ceived, and the diligence of Mr. Falconer
approved.  After a full disenssion as to the
prospeets of the congregation, it was agreed
to sustain the call as & regular mospel eall,
and as the remuneration offered is inade-
quate, that the Presbytery apply to the
Home Mission Board for a supplement of
£30 for one year. Mr. Camcron heing
present, the eall was placed in his hands,
when he signified his acceptance of the
same, and received his trials for ordination,

Mr. Laird presented a brief statement of
the working of the Colportage scheme
speeially under his managemeut, showing
that it is being conducted with commen-
dable vigor and success.  The Preshy tery
were much pleased with Mr. Laird's dilhi-
aence in the matter, and encouraged Lim to
prosecute the work. As certain linbilities
have heen contracted from an endeavor to
cheapen the literature provided by the col-
porteur ; the Presbytery enjoiu the several
congregations within their bounds to aid
this important undertaking.

Mr. Mwray having stated that there
were indications in many quariers, of a
strong  desire to support the Rev M,
Chiniquy in his evangelistic labors, it was
agreed to recommend that a collection be
made in each congregation in bLbudf of his
mission.  Mr, David Laird was appointed
agent for the reception and transimission of
such amouts as may be collecied.

The Presbyrery next entered upon the
consideration of the propriety «f cndeavor-
ing to establish a religious puiiodical, spe-
cially desizned for the advoeacy of Prusby
terian interests.  The desirabil.ty of such
periodical was unanimously concoded, and
in order to ascertain whethor or not it
conld be supported, the Clerh was auihor-
ized to issue a Prospectus, to be adiiressed
to the several mewmbers of Presbywery with
the r. quest that they interest them:clves in
their respective congregations in procuring
subscribers, and report at next meeting.

The Committee to visit Sownis asked to
be relieved from their appointmeit, which
was granted.

Several other matters of a reutine nature
such as the reading of Probationers’ reports,
&e., were attended to, after which the Pres-
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bytery adionrned to meet in Queen Square
Chureh, Chavlottetown, on Wednesday, the
27th ¥ebruary, at 11 o’clock. -

Avnex. Favcoxen, Clerk.

Prezbytery of Halifax.

The Preshytery of Tlalifax met at Yar-
montl: on Friday and Satarday, the 25th
and 26th of Janury. Thevo were present
Rev. R. Bedgewick, G. Christid, J. Carc-
ron, . 8. Gordon, M. G. Ienry, and T
A. McCurdy, —— Black and R. Murray,
ruling olders, Rev. Mr. Cameron, modera-
tor The principal business befor: the
Preshytery was the visitation of the Yar-
mouth congregation, It was 17 years
since n meeting of Presbytery had been
held chere; and this niecting was in res-
ponse to an application from the session.

Proceerdings commwenced at 11, o'clock on .

Friday when Mr. Sedgewick preached an
able and appropriate sermon-on 1 Cor. xiii.
13. T'he usual questions were proposed to
the minister, the clders, the session, and
the mauagers, and satisfuctory answers
weure generally received.  Mr.  Christie
coul state before his brethren and in pre-
sence of Lis congregation that he preached
the Gospel faithfully— that he visits Jus
congregation once or twice. a year, the sick
and afilicted very frequently; that le ad-
ministers the ordinances regularly, and at-
tends the church conrts couscientiously.
The replies of the elders were less satisfac-
tory; Lut this js accounted for chiefly by
the fact that most of them have been but
recenitly ordained.  They all Jooked like men
who would like to do their duty, aud who

are intclligent cnough to know what their-
At the next visitation they will .

daty is.
Le ahle to give a good account of them-
selves.  Some of them were old in the

harnass and had acquitted themselves well, .

The Session had to report that they had
not Leen in the habit of holdjng regular
meetings for conference and prayer, but it
is intended to commeuce such meetings
immediatcly.  Thero are three Sabbath
Schools in the congregation ; 18 teachers ;
120 pupils. The Scriptures and the Shor-
ter Catechism form the basis of instruction.

There are 440 vols. in the Library,,, There.

are now 10 Elders in the Session, and it is
intended to assign regular districts to cach.

The Managers reported that there were.,

arrears duc to the Pastor at.the close of the
financial year, July 31. 'These arreavs
would be promptly paid. The subseription
for the current year did not present o favo-
rahlo aspect, but this fuct seemed to be,sat-
isfactorily explained. There have heen no
very regulur collections made for any of the
schemes of the churchj but within the last

year a very handsome sum, was raised for.

Foreign Missions; and the contribution for

Home Mission amounied to what paid for
tho servites of a Probationer,  There are
no regulpr collections in the chureh on the
Lord’s dny. “I'here were twenty six mem-
bers added to the Comnnunion Roll in
course of last year,

These arve the chief facts which camno
before the Presbytery. There are four

, stations connected with the central cliwreh.
i Jebogue on the one hand; Carlton on the

other; and Tusket and Argyle on the shore
voad.  Jehogue is within four miles of the
town ; Carlton is twenty miles off i the
opposite dircetion 3 Tusket is ten miles and
Avgyle twenty onc in still another direction.

The members ot the Presbytery from
the oldest to the youngest expressed their
wiews on the facts brought bLefore them.
Their yemarks were heard with the nimost
attention ; and there is no doubt but they
will be “ireasured up in the heart” and
translated into practice.  Thus the regular
visitation closed.

| A COMPLAINT.

A complaint was laid hefore the Preshy-
tery against the way in which the Session
had conducteq recent clections for Elders.
On Friday evening parties werce heard on
both sides, and about 11 o’clock the Pres-
bytery adjourned. Next day the I'reshy-
tery met o follow up the investigation and
to rectify abything that wes wrong. .After
constituting it ivas resolved into & * Com-
mittee of the whole” for a frec and fuil
conferente with all concerned.  In this
manner the greater part of Saturday was
occupied. The minister, the clders and
other gentlemen had an opportunity of
which they :ully availed themselves, of ex-
pressing their minds freely, and of giving
and receiving explanations. . Captain J. S.
latficld, & young gentieman, who had
been elected to the Eldership, was the chiof
complainaut.  Shorily before the time for

his ordination, he had given expression at .
¢ on, 5 {

a church meeting to words disrespeet-
ful to the Moderator of Session.  T'his had
been brought forward as a bar to his ordi-
nation. Therg were other difficultics, bug
this seemed to Ue the key to them.

The facts and views on all sides being..

fully ascertairied the members of committeo
spoke their. min’ds very freely; aad the

follows?"

. “The Committee entered on the investi-
gation, and, found that Mr. Hatficld had o

result was. they” were, able to report as

. .

complaint against the Session, and further, -

thas the. Moderater of Session had lodged

an objection to My, Hatfield’s ordination as -

an Bider.  After a patient and exhaustive
investigation of the whale matter the mem-
bors of Commutteo expressed their views

fully upon it; when Mr., Hatfield withdrew -

hig compliint against the Session und ex-

o,
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pressed himself satisfied with the explana-
tions that were made. The Moderator of
Session agreed to withdraw the above men-
tioned objections lodged against Mr. Hat-
tield. Mr. Hatfield and the Session then
shook hands, exhibited cvery token of the
most cordial reconciliation, and expressed
their determination to cultivate more sedu-
lously than ever those feelings of love and
brotherhood that become members of the
bos}y of Christ.”

his most satisfactory Report was for-
mally adopted by the Presbytory and
ordered to be included in the minutes.

The Presbytery appointed a Collection to
be made in all the Churches within its
bounds for the Presbyterial Fund.

Moderation ina call wasgranted to Poplar
Grove Chureh, Halifax, for one to bo Col-
league to the Present Pastor. Rev. W.
Maxwell was appointed to Preach and
Moderate on the second Wednesday of
February, at half-past 7 o’clock.

The next meeting was appointed to be
held at Windsor, for visitation and ordinary
business, on Tuesday, the 26th February,
at 7 o’clock, Rev. E. A. McCurdy to
preach.

Presbytery of Picton.

The Presbytery of Pictou met in Central
Church, West River, on Jan’y. 22, and after
Sermon by the Rev. John McKinnon trom
i. Tim. ii. 5, 6., *“ Tho man Christ Jesus
who gave himself a ransom for all.” —~Was
constituted by the Rev. D. B. Bleir, Mode-
rator, pro tem. with whom were present the
Revs. George Walker, George Patterson,
Lauchlan McDonald, James Thompson,
George Roddick, John McKinnon, Alex.
Ross, K. J. Grant, J. A. E, Sutherland, C.
B. Pitblado and A. J. Mowatt, Ministers,
and Messrs. David Clark and John McKay,
Elders.

After the roll was called the Presbytery
then proceceded with the visitation of the
congregation—the questions of the formula
were put to the Ministers, Elders, Session
and Managers and satisfactorily answered.
It appeared that the ministor faithtully and
diligently performs the duties of his office.
The elders who are a band of faithful, con-
scientious intelligent men, actively assist
him in his work by carefully watching over
the morals of the people, taking part
in prayer-meetings; teaching in Sabbath
Schools, of which, there are four in the
congregations sttended by 140 children and
13 teachers, and having a library of 240 vol,
holding monthly meetings for conference
and prayer and on the whole manifesting a
deep interest in the general welfare of the
church. The managers also do their duty
faithfully. They see that their minister’s
stipend is regularly collected and promptly

paid quarterly in advance. Their Trea.
surer’s receipt book is qrite a model of its
kind showing that their minister is not paid
by dribblets as in the case with too many,
but on the beginning of every quarter he is
handed the full sum. Of course this is not
tho only congregation who act in this most
commendable manner, but there are too
many who act otherwise and it is needful to
call their attention to the exnmple of those
who do well. This congregation though
not large, numbering only from 80 to 90
familics, isnot behind in Christian liberality.
Within the last ten years it has built and
finished a very comfortable church, which
between capital and interest cost abous
£1000, the whole of which is now paid off.
It has always contributed in an average
degree to all the schemes of the Church and
paid its minister £150 per annum, besides
more than once, manifesting their interest
in his welfaro and their strong attachment
to him by handsome substantial gifts. The
Presbytery while expressing their high ap-
probation of the state of this congregation,
kindiy but earnestly impressed upon it the
duty and necessity of increasing their present
st.pend to their minister, sceing that, from
the ddvanced prices of everything the sum
now paid him, will not and cannot secure
the same amount of comfort that it would
ten years ago. They feel the more free to
press this duty now upon the corgregation
becanse it i3 not burdened with debt asit
has been during the past ten years, and
that it has not been put to the expense of
purchasing & glebe and building a manse
for their minister, he having secured all
these for himself at his own expense.

The congregation of John Knox’s Church
New Glasgow, petitioned for a moderation
in & call to one to be colicague and successor
to their present pastor. The prayer of the
%tition was granted and the Rev. Mr.

alker was appointed to preach in the
charch and moderate in said call on Tues-
day the 5th February. The Presbytery
then agreed to convey to Mr. Stewart and
record in their minutes the following expres-
sion of sympathy. ¢ This Presbytery con-
sidering the Rev. Mr. Stewart’s present
state o€ health agree to express their deep
sympathy with him, their high appreciation
of themany valuable and importantservives
which, as & minister of the Gospel, he has
rendered the cause of Christ in these pro-
vinces and hopo thet he may graciously be
ﬁermitmd for many years to como to employ

is nataral gifts and acquirements in the
ﬁxf-cgs work to which he has devoted his

e.

The Rev. Mr. Blair reported that he had
made several attempts to go to Lochaber to
fulfil his appointment but was prevented by
sickness nug the state of the weather, and
that he had written & lettor to the congre-



1867

Uhe Fome anv fForeign Record, 81

gation calling its attention to the matters
which the delegates were instructed to bring
before it.

The Rev. Mr. Pitblado reported that
according to appointment he met with the
congregation of Lociaber and Goshen in
in Lochaher Church that the Congregation
had raised the stipend promised by subscrip-
tion to 8778, and had the prospect of making
it $200, that the sums due prohatiouers had
heen subscribed and would shdrtly Le paid,
and that he failed aftc  much enquiry to get
any satisfactory acconat of how much was
still due their late minister the Rev. Mr.
Campbell or whether any arrears were at
all due him. His report was received aud
his conduet highly approved. 'I'he Presby-
tery feel in refereuce to the alleged arrears
due the Rev. Mr. Camphell by his congre-
gation and in the absence of any satis-
factory account cither from himself or the
Preasurer of the congregation that in the
mean thne they can do nothing further in
the matter. The Clerk was instructed to
inform Mr J. I. Forbes of the present
state of matters in the congregation and to
request his decision as to the call on or
before the next meeting of the Presbytery.

The Rev. K. J. Grant was appointed
Moderator of the Session of Antigonish
congregation.

The Presbytery then adjourned to meet
in Mr. Roddick’s Church for visitation,
concluded with the Benediction.

West River Cnurcs,
January 23rd, 1867.

Which day and place the Presbytery of
Pictou met, and after sermon by the Rev.
Mr. Mowatt, from Matt. vii. 11-12, was
constituted by the Rev. br. Bayne with
whom were present the Revs. David Roy,
George Walker, George Patterson, Lauch-
lan Alaconald, James Thompson, George
Roddick, John MacKinron, J.A.F. Suther-
land and A. J. Mowatt, Ministers, and
Messrs. David Clark and John McKay,
clders.

The questions of the Formula put the
ministers, clders and managers were satis-
factorily answered. It appeared that the
minister is laborious and fairhful, and that
the elders are conscicrtious and earncst
co-workers with him.  ‘They cavefully watch
over the congregation, superintend and
engage in prayer meetings, teach in Sablath
Schools, and meet quarterly for business,
conference and praver. There arc 6 Sab-
bath Schools in this congregation, 20 teach-
¢rs3, 150 pupils, and about 200 vols. in their
Library.

The wminister gives a large amount of
attention to the young, holding specinl
mectings with them at Diets of I2xamina-
tion and pressing upon them the importance

and responsibility of their position as the
baptized children of the Chuvch.

‘The managers also gave a good account
of themselves, they pay the minister the
promised stipend regularly and promptly,
they readily admitted $600 a year is too
small a stipend for their minister and they
would wish to see it Jarger.

The Preshytery expressed itself as highly
satisfied with the state of the congregation.
It also, during the last ten years, had a
cousiderable amount of debt o pay, has
liberally supported all the schomes of the
chureh, has punctoally paid sts winister,
once and again given him tangible expres-
sions of its attachment to i, and its
young ladies have undertaken to pay his
yearly rate to the Widow’s Fund. It has
Jately built a chureh in one of 1ts sections,
and liberally assisted others.  Un the whole
it has made marked progress under its
present pastor.,

‘T'he duty and necessity of increasing the
present stipend was urged upon it and in
consequence of the small number piesent,
on account of the very storminess of the day,
the Rev. Dr. Bayne was apjpointed to ex-
change a Sabbath with its minister and
bring before the people therecommendations
of the Presbytery.

The Presbytery then adjourned to meet
in John Knox’s Clhurch, New Glasgow, on
T'uesday, the 12th February, at 11 o'clock,
A. 3., for ordinary business.

The Presbytery of Pictou met in Joho
Knox’s Church, New Glasgow, on the 12:h
inst., and was constituted by the Rev. Mr.
Walker, Moderator, pro tem.  He reported
that according to appointment of Presby tery
he had preached in this Church on the
cvening of the 5th inst., and moderated in
a call which was unenimously in favour of
Mr. John Burns Watt, a licentiate of the
Free Church ot Scotland, to be colleagne
and successor to the present pastor of the
Congregation, viz: the Rev. John Stewart.
Mr. Walker’s conduct was approved and
the Call sustained as a regular Gospel Call
regularly proceeded in.  Mr. Watt being
present, intimated his acceptance of the
Call,

Commissiouers appeared from the French
River Congregation who stated that the
arrears  duc their pastor, the Rev. Mr.
Miller, were nearly ali paid up, and that
their subseription list for this year, though
small for a full stipend, was more satisfac-
tory than it has ever yet been.  The Pres-
bytery expressed their satisfaction with the
growing liberality of this Congregation,
aod their high appreciation of Mr. Miller's
conduct in so willingly and cheerfally
labouring among those people, while his
remuncration is neeessarily so very inade-
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quate. It was the fecling of Presbytery as
expressed by several of its members that
this Congregation shouid receive a small
sum from the ITome Mission Fund asan
encouragement and an incentive to increase
their liberality, and that ic was not cven
banded justice to allow it and its minister
to struggle on in difliculty while other Con-
gregations whose claims are no better are
considerably assisted.  Mr. Forbes being
present intimated his acceptance of the Call
from Lochaher and Goshen.  1le alsogave
in his trial for ordination which were very
highly approved.

The Presbytery azreed to meet for his
ordination in Lochaber Church on Wed-
nesday the 27th inst,, the Rev. Mr. Pithlado
to preach the ordiuation sermon, the Rev.
Mr. Blair to ordain and address the people,
and the Rev. Mr. Patterson to address the
minister.  The Rev. M. Pithlado was ap-
pointed to preach and read the Edict m
Goshen Church on the third Sabbath of
this month, and M. Forbes to supply his
place.

The Presbytery appointed their next
ordinary meeting in Salem Church, Green
Hill on Monday the 11th March for visita-
tion and ordinary business.

Joux MacKixvox, Clerk.
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Siveside Rewding,

A long Journey after & Bible.

Two men cane one night to Mr. Ellis,
the missionary of Madagascar. They had
walked a hundred miles out of their way to
visit him.

¢ Iave yvou the Bible ¢ asked Mr. Ellis.

¢“We have scen it and heard it read,”
one man said ; " but we have only some of
the words of David, and they do not be-
long to us; they belong to the whole fa-
mily.”

«1lave you the words of David with you
now '’ asked Mr. Ellis, They looked at
cach other and would not answer. Pervhaps
they were aftaid ; but Mr. Ellis spoke kindly
to them. Then onc of the men put his
hand in his bosom aud took out whatscein-
ed to be aroll of cloth. He unrolled, and
after taking off some wrappers, lehold
there were a few old, torn, dingy leaves of
the Psalms, which had been read, passed
around, Jent, and re-read, until they were
almost worn out. ‘Tears came to Mr. Ellis’
eves when he saw them.

"« Tave you ever seen the words of Jesus,
or John, or Paul, or Peter ¥ asked the mis-
sionary.

“Yes,” they said, “we have scen and
Tieard them, but we never owned them.”

‘ Mr. Ellis then went aud brought out a
Testament, with the book of Psalims Lound
up with it, and showed 1t to them.
“Now,” said he, “if you will give me
vour few words of David, 1 will give you
all his words, and all the words of Jesus,

<

and John, and Paul, and Peter besides.

The men were amazed and delighted s
but they wanted to see it the words of David
were Jhe same in Mr. Xllis’s book; and
when they found they were, and thousands
more of the same sort, their joy knew no
bounds. They willingly gave up their
poor tattered leaves, seized the volume, bade
the missionary goold-by, and starteloff upon
their long journey home, rejoicing like one
who has found a great spoil. Did not these
poor men prize the Bible 7 Aud had not
they found a weasure 7—S. S. ivdd.

A Hppe for Eternity.

H
i
i
|
i Some time since, as 2 Christian mission-
| ary was travelling in India, he came to a
{ retired spot, where, at some distanee before
{ him, he saw a manon the ground aprarent-
ly asleep. At first sight he supposed the
individual was onc of those religious devo-
tees so frequently to be met with in Indis,
3 who wearied with the fatigues of his pil-
« grimage, had laid down to rest. As he
| approached nearer, however, he thought the
} man appeared to be in pain; and on reach-
{ ing the place where he lay, he discovered he
| was in the agounies of death.  Auxious if
possibie to afford some consolativn to a fel-
low-mortal in the hour of his extremity, the
' missionary knelt by the side of the sufferer,
, and addressing him in the native language
: gaid, “Brother, what is your hope for eter-
nity 7’ The dying man opened his eyes
with an expression of surpriseand pleasure,
* and faintly whispered, ¢ The blood of Jesus
i Christ, his Son, cleanseth fiom all sin.™
l He could say no more, for the tide of life
| was fast ebbing, and in a few momeuts the
spirit of that poor and loucly wanderer was
i before the throne of God.
' As the missionary gazed upon the lifcless
| corpse, his eyes rested npon 2 picce of pa-
, per which the dying man had kept fivmhe
grasped in his hand; aund on examinaivaa
he found that it wasa single leafof 1 «
Bengali New Testament, coutaining the
verse which the expiring Hindoo had re-
peated as the coufession of his faith.  The
mingled feelings of joy and sadiess which
! filled the heart of the missionary, as he
pursued his journey, may be more easily
imagined than described.

Reader, what is your hope for cternity ?
You have not a leaf of the Bible only, but
the whole Bible; will your answer be as
ready and beantiful as his 2

.
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The Chief and the Idols.

Some years ago the Chief of Vavon, in .
the presence of several other chiefs and !
ather persons, ordered his attendants to
B (lce seven of his principal idols all ina

l ow.  lle then addressed them in the fol-
oning words:  “Listen to me, that you !
may be without eacuse; X heve browghe |
§ 1o prove yow.””  “Lhen, looking at the first, |
B8 Lcsaid, “IF you are 2 god, run away at |
% Jace, or you shail be hurned in the fise that
B isready for you.”  Of course theidol inade
W noattempt to eseape.  In the same man-
B nor he spoke to the next, and to the next,
B .ud so on, until he cmme to the last, and
then, a3 nune of them ran, he directed that
8% ey and their temples should all be burnt. §

| Theorder was at once obeyed, and cighteen
wemples, with their idols, were thus con-
sumed.

The Bible tells us the day must come
f when all the idols, everywhere, shall be
W uorly abolished; pray and strive, dear
3 voung people, that this day may soon come,
g | Godl will, that it may come in your day.

Liost! XLost!

I “TLost,” is a solemn word. “Tost at
W s2”’— Lost in infamy’’—*“Lost in death”
J —“ A Jost child”—« A Jost man”—“A
lost woman.”  Ah, what unnamed horrors
| sring to view in words like these.
But tobe lost at last, lost finally, Jost
B cernally, lost beyond hope, is sadder still.
B What an end for one who might have been
R +son of God, an heir of glory, a friend of
B weels, @ companion of saints; to lose all.
this, to fail of the grace of God, to miss the
W leavenly harbor, and go down the dark
B whnrlpool of perdition, an unsightly wreck.
B “Lost.” What a finale to the history of
R 2 heing born for immortality and called to
g cndless henor!  What a doom for one who
B wight have been forever saved! What a
B distiny for o beiug for whom the Saviour.
i canc! What an epitaph were that—young,
lrave, polite, intelligent but rost! Beaa-
B tilul, amiable, honored, beloved, but ost!
§ Wealthy, idolized, caressed, flattered, but
B tost!  Serious, toarteous, moral, affee-
B tionate, but r.ost! Discreet, benevolent,
¥ clucated, a church-goer, but LosT!

§ The more vast arce the projects of the

Church in missionary enterprise, the greater
isthe necessity of a fixedness of desien,
ang a steady adaptation of means to the
end.

The missionary service deserves, and
needs the consceration of the greatost ta-
leat, and the most marked wisdom, and
piety which the Church can supply.

NOTICES, ACKNOWLEDGE-
- MENTS, &c.

MISSIONARLES WANTED.

The Board of Foreign Missions of the Pres-
byterian Church of the Lower Provinces,
having been authorized by Synod to engage
the services of one or more Missionaries to the
New Helrides, invite Ministers and Proba-
tioners to consider prayerfully the urgent call
for Lvangelists in that durﬁ and destitute
portion ot the carth.

A)i)plications or letters of inquiry addressed
to the Secretary will meet with immediate
attention.

By order of the Board,
P. G. McGrrGor, Scc'y B.F.M.

Halifax, Oct. 24th, 1866.

PAYMENTS FOR THE RECORD.
The publisher acknowledges receipt of the
following sums:
Rew. T. G. Johnston, Blackville, N.B. .82.00

Mr. Isaac Baird, Waverley........... 1.50
Mr. Robert W. Frame, Stewiacke..... 1.00
tev. K. J. Grant, Merigomish........ 20.00
Rev. James McLean, Shubenacadie. .. 5.00
Mr. John Aitcheson, Westchester..... 2.50
Mr. 1. I'. Layton, Londonderry... .. 10.00
Mrs. MeLean, Halifax............ .. 120
Mrs. S. MeDonald, Sherbrooke....... 0.60
Rev. M. G. Hepry, Barrington........ 15.00
Rev. G. M. Clarke, Shelburne........10.

Mr. Daniel Hattie, Caledonia .
Rev. J. Morton, Bridgewater......... 10.00
Mr. Joseph Peppard, 3d, Londonderry. 5.00
Rev. A. g . Mowatt, Albion Mines..... 1
Mr. Hiram Smith, Newport..........
Mr. Adam Logan, Stewiacke, per Mr.
. Smithe.oociiiciieieeiiinie.. 4
Mr. IL. J. Cameron, New Glasgow....
John Ilattie, Esq., Caledonia......... £
Mr. David Vance, Londonderry......
AMr. Thomas Campbell, Lake Ainslic. .
Mr. John Scott, .harlottetown.......
Rev. James McLean, Shubenacadie. ..
Rev. K. McKenzie, Baddeck, C.B....
Rev. D. McKenzie, Middle River, C.B. §
Mr. Thos. Graham, New Glasgow....
tev. A. McL. Sinclair, Springville.... 5.00
J. A. McDonald, Esq., Sherbrooke. .. .18.25
Mr. Alexander Murray, Earltown..... 4.50
Rev. J. Turnbull, St. James, N.B.....15.00
Rev. A. P. Miller, Merigomish....... 7.00
James McGregor, Esq., New Glasgow.37.50

Rev. M. Stewart, West Bay, C. B....10.50
James Patterson, Esq., Picton........ 15.00
Mr. Thomas Gould, River John....... 4.00
Rev. John McXinnon, Hopewell. .. .. .20.00

The Treasaver acknowledges receipt of the
following vontributions to the funds of the
Charch:— )

FOREIGN MISSIONS.
Mr. John . McKiunon, YWhycocomals,

per Mr. R. Murray:........... ... 85.00
St. Peter's Benevolent Socieiy, per Mr

James McCallum, €11 2:.9d. I. Cy. 37.12
Legady from JMiss E. Barnhill, per -

RevJohn L Baster.....oovvia e 5.00
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Cong. of St. John's, Chatham, per Rev MIC-MAC MISSION.
Dr. McCurdy. ..oovvvieeninnn.. 2721 | J.S. McLean.. .......oeiiieian.. 4.00
Salem Church Society, for religious Salem Church Socicty, per Rev. G.
A purposes, per Rev. G. Patterson. .. .212.00 Patterson. ...l 12.00
member of Salem Church, per do.. 1.00 ar A
A friend, Mabou.......... aeens 8.00 DEAF AND DUME.
Salem Church Soc!cty for religious
. HIOME MISSIONS. purposes, per Rev. G. Patterson ... 12.00
Br!x;lgcto\vn zlmd Annaypolis, per Rev. 6 A friend, Mabou...........ooill. 4.00
. OTHION: ceveveansaeeee ey Whole sum reccived from Salem Cnurch
Mr. John McKinnon, Whycucomah, Saciety for religious purposes, S312.

per Mr. R. Murray......... ... 475
West Peter’s Benevolent Socicty,

er
Mr. J. McCallum, £2 12s. L Cyp . 867
A friend, Mabou................... 4.00
Salem Church Suciety, for religious
purposes, per Rev. G. Patterson. ... 36.00
A member of Salem Chureh, per do.. 1.00
Jedure, per Rev. B McCurdy........ 2.26
DAYSPRING.
Evelyn Brown s card, per Mr. C. Rob-
10 1.124
Per Rev. Matthew Henry:
Children of Clyde River .......... 9.58
“ Barrington............ 1.88

Sabbath Scheol of St. David's Church,

St. John, N.B., per Rev. N. McKay, 55.74
Children of Princetown Cong., per Rev

R. Laird, £710s., L. Cy........... 25.00
Children of Mr. Hugh D). Chisholmn,

Wallace River, per Rev. . B. Mec-

1.00

Kay
Per Rev. J. Turnbull, St. James, N.B.:
Collected by Anunie B. Mec-
Kenzie, Scoteh Ridge. .. .. $13.77
Elizabeth McLeod, Basswood
i 7.45
7.93
Lydia Wetherby, LowerLittlé

Ridge ....oovvaiiininna 10.70
Clara Morrison, Upper Little
Ridge....coovvvei il 5.75

Additional....... .

U. S. Currency
Per Rev. J. I. Baxter:
Box of Miss Ada Crow...... $1.00
* Mrs. Adam McNutt.. 0.783
“  Miss Emma Barnhill. 1.314
¢ Ars. Thomas Lindsay 0 80
* Mrs. James Crow.... 1.21

5.11
making with the 10 Luxes previously acknow-
ledged, S18.41.

EDUCATION.
Per Rev. M. Heary:

Clyde River........eeovuiatn
Upper Clyde. .
Barrington........oooon Ll

West St. Peter’s Benevolent Seciety,
per Mr. J. McCallum, 12s. I. Cy-.....
Salem Church Socicty, &c.. per Rev.
G. Patterson.....ooveeiininianns
A mcember of Salem Church, per do..

SYNOD FUND.
Salem Church Society for religious
purposcs, per Rev. G. Patterson. ... 12.00

CHINIQUY 3MISSION.
J. S. McLean
Afriend, Mabou.. ........

2.00

24.00
2.00

Rev. John I. Baxter acknowledges receipt,
through Synod Treasurer, of $6 for Celpor-
tage, from the congregation of Ruv. Dr. Mc-
Leod, Sydney.

CorrecrioN.—The money received for
ITome Missions, per Rev. E. McCurdy, and
acknowledged in Yebruary Record as from
Musquodoboit Harbour, should be from the
congregation of Musquodoboit Harbour, Clam
Harbour and Meagher's Grant.

Officers of the Principal Boards, &c,

Board of Fducation—R. P. Grant, Esg.,
Pictou, President; A. McKinlay, lsq., Hali-
fax, Vice-President; John McKinlay, lisq.,
Pictou, Sccretary.

Board of Superintendence of Theological
IHall. —A. Forrest, Esq., M. D., Halifax, Chair-
man; Rev. P. G. McGregor, Ialitax, Sec'y.

Board of Home Missions. — Rev. A. M-
Knight, Dartmouth, Chairman; Rev. P. G.
MecGregor, Halifax, Secretary.

Cummittee on Supplements.—Rev. H. Me-
Leod, D. D., Sydney, Chairman; Rev, T.
Sedgewick, Tatamagouche, Sceretary.

Committee on Colportage—~Rev. J. I. Bas-
ter, Onslow, Convener.

Board of Foreign Missions.—Rev. J. Stuart,
New Glasgow, Chairman; Rev. P. G. Me
Gregor, Halifax, Secretary.

Commiltee on Stutistics.—Rev. A. McKnight,
Convener.

Synod Treasurer, (Except Widow's Fund.)
—Rev. . G. McGregor, Halifax.

Receiver vof Contrabutions to the Schemes of
the Church.~~James McCallumn, Esq., of rincs
itdward Island; Robert Smith, Isq., Men
ciant, Truro; A. K. Mackinlay, Iisq., Halifax,

fiecciver of Guuds for Missiuns.—Rev,
{:. G. McGregor, Halifax ; Mr. George Hattig,
ictou.

THE HOME AND FOREIGN RECORD,
Tune HoMme ANp FonkigN Recorp h
under the control of 2 Committee of Synod;

and is published at Halifax by Mr. Jause
BARNES.

TERMS. .

Single copies, 60 cents (3s.) each.  Any om
remitting One Dollar will be entitled to &
single copy for two years. .

Five cupies and upwards, to one address,
50 cents (2s. Gd.) per copy. .

Yor every fen copies ordered to one addrest
an additional copy will be sent free.

‘These terms are so low that the Committes
must insizt on the payment in advance.



