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OUR CANADIAN MOUNTAIN
PROVINCES

By Rev. Prof. Georie Bryce, D.D., LL.D.

Mamtob. College Literary Society held iu Sr.t open meetmii for the

filwVj"^" "T«'
Nov^ber 3rd. A l.rg.Tdi.re^o™pL.?J

w« ri«n^vSX' 7 ^"- A P-gr.m™ of reading, and recitaUoi

r~ p "j '^
< L c

''" ^'">'' •''" *'»''' >•» R«. Di- Bryce. Honor-ary fij«den of d.e Society, delivered the following inaugural a^Aei^
All great souU love the mountain!

!

P-hdSfw'^ttrK"'
""" '""''"" ""^ '^' heavenward-pointing

The greateit jpirit that ever tabernacled among men sought them andft^^uented them. f™m round-topped Tabor to wjge-haped. .L^H^
BRITISH COLUMBIA AND ALBERTA.

year'inT«!.''?vI^'
°' ^ ""'u '1 '^ T, ""'""" »' *< "'™" •' 'l-i*year in these two moit westerly divisions of the Dominion.

Ik-. ,
'" •"•

^"t """"!f'" P™™™- The glow and the glory ofthese two summer months is still a "
vision splendid."

» -y oi

TImm are indeed a "sea of mountains." British Columbia slonei

^ETrta Lm'tT'
"' t R«^\MT"'"5 "" "» ""road pSc O^^

runs through the vast pastures of the highest prairie steppe.

HOW CAME THEY?

with^ L'"
°"

l."'°"ul' "°'l'
'«I'-I'"»«'° '»''• W« «'« "-nply dealing

with t^ mwrnprehensibl.. when we try to grasp U,e whole old .tory of

ous WW
^^ "^"^ Mountains are not the oldest portions of die mountain-

.ir.1?"*
l™ these are tht Selldrks, beyond the Rockies and running par-

adfark. and Gold Mountains. These are the most ancient and vertebral
mountains of our PaciBc Province.

'""o™

„™7''T^'""'!"^''
mountains running northward with a total width of

Za kLj 7'r 'A'f' ["V" '""">•>""•' Iwundary line to where the

Cal^M ?• ^"'TH'
**'"•• " P"""^- •"" wWch they are caM he

the FWK "" "" ""' ''°°^ *"' '"'*•" '^ ""'

The bfh and abrupt Selkirks. made up of crystalline locb of the great-

contmc^l hnes of North America. Great peaks riring 8,000 or 9 000
leet aixnre the «a. cascade, and leapmg streamlet., vast canyon, and



Fc .

lilul ot Canadian mountaini.

Wlh «y.,.||,„e .ch .... ana ,i.„ a. .in.« 6.000 fc« abov. th^l" TT«va.. canyon o th, I ow„ F,.«r cul, ,h,ou,h thi. barrier.
Ccj binnjiar to ih,. range i. the partially .ubmerged Vancou '„ UUndMountain., and iW of .he Queen Charlo.le l.land,. They =re ".^0

of «,y rocb. which have been fiercely ,om by volcanic ,cL
^

n.r.lll rh "' ""j"" ^"'''''.' *^°"" »"<' Vancouver-«en to beparaW uplif., corre.po„dmj, .o our Ljiuren.ian Wand, of E..tem Canada.On .l»,, fla.,lc. ..ra.i^ed rod. of .he later period, have been dep«.i.ed.

250 1 1 Tirj ^"';''" '"J '•" Co"' Mountain.. ,he wide ^ac. ol250 nule. ,. filled up w,lh ihe great central plateau of Bri.i.h Columbia

La v*".° '""T I"' "r ^-'P"
'"' 'I"" '^ •"• •") conmt. o a

confnuou. and determined volcanic action of the tertiary period Lava

313. ^'' *""'>'"fd «veo.where through thi. wide area, and .uch

l^T™"' !"1 ?"''
'"''T'"^' 'r;;

*"""' "« "il •' *" 8"" Beringand to ,0-ne extent arming d,.l„ct of Briti.h Columbia, Thi. region a arule can only be utilized by the aid of irrigation.
It cannot be wid .0 be .nountainnu.. but i. i, ,o cut up by lake, and

ring«
"'• " """^ "''"°" "'"'"' '" "= '"•'-divided by moCnUin

„f
,1.''^ ^! ^"^^I

Mountain,.—These moun.ain. are ihe lale,t to appear

ll ofT" r "', 1' ?S°f'V^"'- Age. had intervened from htime of formation of the Selkirk,. Coa,t and Vancouver ran.e, A greatgulf connected with the Gulf of Mexico had Uved the .lope, of the S^lkTbpepo.iU of Cambnan and rock, of all the age. up to the Cretaceo^. h,Hbeen depo,i,ed around the flank, of all the,e LJ,. thV TertTart agelook place the tremendou, ca.a„rophe when the North Aineric n conTine^

feneaTh ih
'
r"'^ """t ^,

"""^- ™' '^'•""1 «truded. Tm
R * •

iV t'
C»""'>"»," ""d Silurian deposit, found at Ca.Ue mZ

dZt .'^^"iL''"^ "ll'"'
^'"^ "" "» ''"P" "" Cretacecu, b^ -in

kd ,?,h "l^".'."",
J-g""," at Anthracite. Thi. tremendou, e™,

of the .traU that underlie the great northwe,. plain of Alberta " The Crela

IT.rTTr" "•' "" '. "'".'' "' *' '^'"-"ver range at Nana^o'

Thu. the two province, are obverw ride, of the Mme great thru.t.

NOTED MOUNTAIN CLUSTERS.

The writer-. fir,t view of the Rocky Mountain, more than twenty year,ago will remam imprinted forever on hi, mind. Our party drove on aLdof Ae railway toward Kanana,ki, Pa«. The day „a, cloud". NoRockie, would appear. Suddenly a. Gho,. R.ver ihe whole cloud curtainro«.^and we gazed with rav„hed eye, at the Paliwde,. It wa, a gloriou.

• V't "j^'", ?' ^^"* "" "nagnificent, though common now The .urn-
mit of Uie Rockies, with Ca,.le Mountain, and Mount Stephen. Mem greater

2



.op.. .„ f ,.j; offR^ikrWotui^r
'^°""'""' ''"'• "«' '"-X

with Uk. L.™.„ o, Uk^Thr " ""'"''''' ""•P"*''''

'han Ih. much lauded Hud,o„ Hi™
Panorama more impreMi,.

Beautiful, majejiic, mounlain province! I

SALUBRIOUS CLIMATE.

righ, ,o be known a ••sit Al^rU '•
llik

.'?""" ^'•'™
"! """ "«

«. .he temperature of our ™oTw«^y proving.'; ^17'';°"' °
uF"™'"-

oU.er'clim^e ulTTZ u'pS area'u"" '^rU^.^r'T-
"^

quently wet. a. Ireland and the wat coa.1 «(' S,».l !i -t!""' " '""

British Columbia i. decidedly d^ I.Tal^n !
"*•

J}" '"'"'' "'

two hundred mile, from theLX din T 'IV " '""' «"'« "»"
.he dry. parching dim... of KamUr Ct °

.^'""T" "^I*"^
'^

in agriculture, fruit growing or Arienfn. i.
'"'"'"air" •" •"««•

.unately in „ mountain^ count™ rferrllll,"':'' ^ '"l""^"- f
<"

may be diverted from the hilU Tk .

"'"."y MrMmi of w.ter which
goe. lower .h.n 6v. de^^'of frL"^' „ Cu^ " ^"'"" '" "/"'" '"^

i. .haT.L':"du^;tetroi'ct:;^''"'' ""^''"1°' B"'K.ric
western .lope, of thT co « r. g" mTng ZZ'^ll

""" "'"""
»? "*

'"1n7.tr^wrh""'''5''1'"^^^''''^-^^^^^^^

TOWERING FORESTS

*l 'aI
'"^ '"'" '" '™ '"' '" di.n>el«.

'"

In Alberta there are on the eastern dope, of the Rookie, con.ide,d,fc
3
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tw^ Ihough .1 , d-UiK. „uw.,d (n» til. »oy«l.i„ ih. b»l», d,.

«lo|>« o Ih. n»unl.m. ih. Urg«l ud nMrt wdauL k ihT dL^T?

hemlock. ,nd Um upcn pop!., ,„ .brndwl and v.™ T^ful in both n^

horn M.„,tob. t« ch«( point o( .tt,.cti.n i„ it. product, i. lh.™Sor pt>wu>| htti, fniil Ueet. .hnib. ul bwlic.. The toil orofclut IZU ..W con.|i,„c„t, „.„,. ^My .dl^d lo, proJ^nTftS^*. »n8.t«i dulncu of Ih. Ok.„.8.n V.llcy. th. Tho,„p„n. .nd .l^h.«

cSJLM.„!S°i
'"' ""'V'"-™. •« «p.ci.lly „tc„.iv. .nd .uc

r«L- J *"'" " '"""»8 '*« Amfricn method, of packing f,„ii

o^X-!3 R'ilwy b„„„g BritUh Columbu tr.d. m.rb. Th.pnn. donand u unliniit«l.

RICHrST MINES.

th. .v«tf„l d.y^f 1858 wh.„ Victon. g,.w into . co„.,d.r.bl. ciH".m,k ««on. W.dung fo, pUc gold h.. .Iw.y. .inc. b«n „ ZZ^
ot th. watotn provinca.

«»»•«/

(•) On th. conpleticy of th. railway, to the interior in 1895 the unaUbjjinmng. of nuning look a more .xten.,v. form. Th. high gr'd. or. otStocan «ubW oin. own.r. to ,nt.r upon the i«luclioii of gaJoa and tb.pr«h«tK,l, of pig l«d. Oth.r rilv.-.l«d di.tricu were^ "
EiKoolmay. RoiJand with .uver-copper-gold depo.iU. wa. Aelrrt pUce

to mak. a .ucc«. of th. r«iuclion of ore. The L. R.i „•„. ha. »p to

U "^ -^^ """"i"^
"" ','"'' ""^ •' "'«'•"<'• Th. .ration of th.

.l'L d l'
""" ^i^ '° '.''« "'"' '"™«^ Th. building of a railway

•outh from Robwn to th. boundary opennl up copp« producing mino. Tie
or. on the boundary i. of low grade, but the .ucceuful .reclion of .rnehm

^.V!!«W° -T::;!"' '^ ^ 't' ^r^^'' Government are mjting min-

foSr twSjr
° "* " ^"'^ Columbia ac6-d.

IJ.-?^
VutbeAof. .ly.dqx.«ted in Albwl. and on V«,cou».r

I -AK^J ,1 "^J" I'T""'^ •
''ri'"«

™"' " •''' P"vince-one inLrfibndge the other mNaiuuma The coal i. en - - cK.aceou.. or bo"dtrag on the l,„e betwe«, the Tertiary and Cr.l.ct..,. Mine. ar. bdngworked at Nanaimo^ Comoi. and Udy,raidi. The co..' known a. anthra!
ate^ found on th. C P.R. hne near B.„«. i. .imply bitmr-inou. coal ofX
l-rrtaMOu. honzon. hardened and coir.pre««l by heat and to.-« in the up-b«val of the Rocky Mountams. The coal depo.it. of Alberta are pe^
hap. dK mM ronarkabl. m the world in .it«>t and valu.. From the Gaitm««in LrfAndg., from the 1 abor mine,, and from Edmonton and PrinceAHwt.andmanjoth« pace, excellent coal i. bring obtain«J in ya.t
quanbtie.. The Crow . N«l Pa™ mine, ai Fruik, Femi. and otha poinU
ar. amazmg m their nch and abundant depo.it.. At Fonie and ekewhcr.
peal «ne. ot cohng ovhh make nigh' ward and eciic ^.ith their flame.
liK nunet on Vancouvn Iiland are too w.11 known to b. docrilKd



KERTIU PLAINS AND VALLEYS

~y b. c««d .„ wilhou"S» I- ul^^n ''T'J'?'?!
'"'"»'«

yi.H of Alb.,1. w,ll Ihi. y«, V iTwL 'L.''^,r'^ f"' Itf '•" "I""
wrb o( ,h. upu„d. of Bj^r'ci'b™^; 1'::*'

ifc
™5*""

provin, moit eJecUve.
oiumoa •« increMinK ripidly md tn

AUTOCHTHONS AND OLD TIMERS.

CO.... AIM ,„\h™ ;„'u^ S.,c« ^/hlT "H"! "Sr*"'
*' P'"''

Tlwy .,e Aiiatic. in f«t„~ fa™ k k^ . ,^ «r«>niz.t,on and origin.

indi.n.di».r™„chfJ;*r/7u»''up^;Ltj;r'' tia "^r
Indi«,. F«„ch .nd Engl* ZZ. B., I'twd!™ ""fV """^* "
inlCTot u> more ilan iIk Indian i U I .

"" "' '.'"« Pro^ca
A. w. have «id. U» gS3 C„i ./sT "T."'

'"''
r""-

•'"'^•

.0 BntiA Columbia. WiS, ,.n^d f^L . aTiSXl °' 1^ '"^
looLup r.nche, ihroughou. BriU.1, CofumL T^-'^.?' "" "l.l«y ."d
01 Canadian, who went in partie. ov„ *
cro«d die Roddei The writer h... r

All Uirough Britiih Columbia die ok
•rally an hone.! and reliable man. yet k.
detpue the conventionalilie. c( mial Memduce to go to church, and regard. hin,«|new comer, who are .triving w noUily to ma!
called . mou-back." but often he li. J,™,
.terhng character i. concerned.

Somewhat profanely, to hi. conlidanu. he i. hj. u^,l„

-., ... u,5 TMiicyi ana
Among them were hundred.

«Mi. of Rupert'. Und and
-' -' heM old Canadian..

•> a di.tinci type. Gen-
«»»l cam Mttled down to

<tvoid. company, i. hard to
«•« aloof from the arrofut
*eir mark. By them he it

il the conflict in w far a<

qu. -itly widxHit

^ P B Van

"
'f"8 «»"«>i-

Wi^h hi."V."p,7ioT»ft1elt to ,,,„

wiikie^r 'r ""'''' "• '"""^X« • :.vmkle among the newcomers

L- . ifi"*''.'"" *'^'" ""d herd., numerou. a. a n.thu half-breed or full-blooded Indi.n wifeTe hiiCu1.

-" '^

;-'SjS^lS-7t^:^^^^^.^
"

^

remote valtey. of Britid, ColumW. w.th^ .^"v Vjr " -
Victoria gentlem^, who ha. made hi. cotS^Ld, iTl^t



^

look uUiK. ti III, CwdUii. on Ihrir fini tppunnc.-. but looii Ictrn lernpKl ind re|.rd ihr mrn o( true worth, who luv< lU hUlonc •pint or
kiBdnd lo« foi tha oldlimet.

"DRAWING A LONG-BOW."

•• 1
'^•''"°>'' '" "•« 'ypi"l durKlrn of hit Hiawiiha, could ml oiut

tagoo. the iTMl tnvelkr. the r»l bo.««." 11k honlin mmm tednrbpr lh» imannalnn and to create the lonuncet. whom commonpUct
people call the frontier liar."

Whether it ii the heiihl of the mounlaim or their enormout nuM ihal
lead! me-i to tell " big itoriei. " we cannot lay, but certainly the faculty nowt
on Ihr iiiounuini. What car be laid of the " inventor" Hen by the writer,
who told of Ihe rapidity with which the Chinook wind look o« the «iow.
?'"'.'

^I"""
•'''"" '•« P"« •' '"11 'peed with hu •wifint runnen. but

the Chinook was w clote behind him that while the front " bobi "
were on

Ihe mow the hinder were conlinuoufly on the bare ground from which themow wai bemg licked up. Here it hit Aih itory

:

" > wa» one day on one of the mull iaket high up in ll- Rockia. Ilw« winter, and the ice wa> clear at cryilal on the lake. I rode my beil
broncho, and had my gun along biaded for bear.

"From one of my moccfiini ihe re/ Sordering had become kxm and
hung down, nearly touching the ice. dar >g at I rode. I chanced to look
down, and taw a great (ih foikiwing m. .,d making daihei at the red itring
which 11 taw from under the ice. I Hopped, took my ck»etl aim. (red. and
ture enough broke through the ice and killed the .Sh. I ditmounled. caught
the montler rnd pulled hiro out. and that liih weighed levenly ooundt."

Hut announcemeni w,i» too great to believe, and hit 'itort refuted
to accept the tloty. But the mountain laiioo could not . , waten He
remarked. Well, poitibly it did not weigh .evenly poun... but I atiure
you It had twra lowed leveral large Hth which with itielf made up the
•evenly poundi. I he curtain fell.

CANADIAN ENTERPRISE.

The writer'i eiperiencei in Britith Coiu-nbia and Alberta go back for
twenty yean and frequent viiili nude have shown a marvelloui change in our
n»o province, of the far we.1. Ralph Connor, in hi. " BUck Rock." Sky
Pilot, and The ProHiecto-," ha. reprcMnted the impact belween the old
lime, and Ihe ne« Canadian forcei which are remodeling and new forming
Ihe far wett.

In the Sni contact, it teenu at if the new civilization were getting the
wont of the battle. The evil moral, of ihe lagging .hanly, Ihe roughneti,
prolanily, and drunkennn. ol the miner', camp, the gambler, the whltky
traifcr. the harlot, and the .loppmg place keeper, represent the monttrotiliet
ot thn impacl. But the recuperative forces of wciety auert themselvet—
the better elemenU combine, the .ky pilot, or minitter, come, in with hit
mettage. and the Khoolma.ter to train the yo jng. The " Gomorrah "

of
two decade, ago ha. been largely tran.formed into the law-abiding city or
town of to-day.

Town, like Kambop.. Revektoke. Neimn and Grand Fork, are to-day
reputable and pleasant place, in which to live. Not that all the evil force,
are gone, or have been .ubjugaled. but the change to an obwrving vintor it
remarkable.

Southern Alberta is transformed; M.cleod has lost its piclarr«,,ic terror-
itm, Lethbndge ha. law and order, while Calg.ry i. no longer the playground

6
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valuable Mttlen who have redeemed a dry and barren region, and by irriga-

h

Ijon Mid co-opention have made it to bkniom ai the tOK. Othen declare

• J II""™ '" •* lacking in education and independence. Tlie writer
vmted Raymond, their chief ii (uttrial centre, where the great iui!ar faclory
ha* been eUabbhed by Mormon capital. The miles of (elds of beeti
about Raymond a a light to be remembered. The writer met a number of
jnding Mormoni. and lectured to an audience of several hundred in the
Mormon temple. The only public question at issue seems to be the mar-
nage relation eiistmg among them. On their coming to Canada, Sir John
Macdonald, who arranged the terms with their leaders, declared that all
immigrants who come to Canada can bring but one wife. That is of course
a legal demand in Canada. So far as has been found out, there has been
no transgression of this law by the Mormons of Southern Alberta.

The settlement of 1 7,000 Galicians near Edmonton is in the eyes of so-ne
a moiace. TTiere are said to be 65,000 Galicians west of Like Superior.

1 he president of the Saskatchewan Land Company declared to the writer
that immigration from the continent of Europe is a necessity for the settle-
ment of the west. Young Canadians and Americans declare that nothing
but the open praines ready for the plough will suit them. Th- forest or the
shrubby land is what they avoid.

. .J*;' 9"'™" I"™ '''" wood and the " scrub." Then as to his settling
in l)locks. It IS inevitable, for Canadians or Americans will not live among
foreigners m their settlements.

But the Galicians are industrious, economical, quick to learn; their sons
and daughters go freely to work among Canadian people, and they all have
a strong d«ire to become Canadians. They declare their appreciation of
Canadian liberty, contrasting it with the tyranny of Austria and Russia, which
they have escaped. They then must have schools.

In this connection the great question for Alberta to face is not the matter
of lour or live dwmdlmg minority schools, one of which will be given up Iw
the end of the year, but the obligation of giving public schools to all the
children, whether Enirlish, French, German, Scandinavian or Galician, and
insuting that they shall be taught in the English tongue. Moreover it is the
duty of the strong Churches of the land to see that the Church as well as the
sdiool shall bnng its benign influence on every class in every settlement.

There can be no true loyalty to the state without a belief in an over-
ruling Supreme Bemg; there can be no legislation of i: lasting character which
Ignores the sanctions of religion: there can be no true regard for Sunday
when there is no church to mark and utilize that day. There can be no
subetantial progress in the body politic where there is no religion to guide
and maintain it.

Canadian civih^tion is on its trial in our mountain provinces. The next
ten years will determine whether or not we are equal to meeting the demand
upon us. The writer is an optimist in this matter. We certainly ought to
grapple with it courageously.

By self-denial, by self-sacrifice, by statesmanship, and by cbsc study,
using both the church and the school, we shall succeed.
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