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YOL. IL—Xo. 6. TORONTO, ONT., FEBRUARY, 1870. PRICE, 2 PER, AXN.
@rlmtml ?L’Ellﬂ'ﬁ. Take a case of complete inversion of the

uterus, the body and cervix having passed the

A CASE OF THVERSIO UTERI: WITH A REW | ©%and the latter becotme firmly contracted behind

METHOD OF IT§ REDUOTION. them. Now, to pursue the course usually con-
sidered ‘orthodox,” of attempting by force to

overcome the obstacle, would not only fail- of
success, but would most certainly, if persevered
|in, be attended with danger to the life of the

Inversio uteri, though an nccident of rather ! patient,—an unscientific proceeding, at least,
unfrequent occurrence, is worthy of our most | not to speak of its recklessness and cruelty.
careful consideration, imssmuch as it speedily If each such case be carefully examined on
places the life of its subject in the groatest peril, | ¢l,e spot, and the treatment pursued is based
on the one hand ; or should she resist the imme- | gn yational principles, having due regard to the
diste cffects, from nervous shock or loss of blood, | vitul and important interests involved, no prac-
and its reduction, within a fow hours, fuil to be | ¢itioner need have seruples regarding the result.
accomplislicd, hopeless stevility, with its inevi-
table accompaniment, unhappiness, will be the
deploruble resnlt.

By W, WINSLOW OGDEN, M. B.

Whatever may be our views as to the value
of eclecticism in philosophy—so strongly sus-
tained by M. Cousin—I bave an idea that

beeAst;be accident, in tl:a pa:]st. lmx. m.): :1lwn.iys - eclocticism in medicine—the practice of some in
n the wnse(w?‘_"'“ 01 CRreleasness, 1 m.'\}j ' these cases—lhiowever plausible in the past, will
that some practitioner who rends these lines

- e with i | lusion of : sink into ollivion in the light of better general
will have to grapphe with 1t ut the conciusion o ; pl'in ciples and soun der theories on which to build,
the very uext ease of lubor he wny be called on

A . " and from which to direct, our practice.
0 abtoid ;und Nresn 3t Sensime, that it is

worthy of mote than o currory nivse, ;

Having to treat n case of the kind under con-  Little attention appears to have been bestowed
siderntion, somewhat recently, I am the better | on this subject prior to the beginning of the
preparcd to appreeinte its uaturo and surround- + present century, for concerning it, and some
ing tervors, s well an the more sutisfuctorily to | other conditions of lying-in women, much specu-
weigh muny of tho conflicting opinions enter- | Intion existed. Asnight be supposed from such
toined] regarding its auccessful wanngement, . premises, the éreatment of inversio uteri was

T um 2ot of the opinion that in every case of ; equally vague. I have no reference now to the
uterine inversion, even where the degree of dis- | progress of medical science in general during
placement iy perfectly apprebended, we should | the “ reform period ” (seventecnth and eighteenth-
pursue u sterectyped metbod of treatment, as | centuries), nor to the practice of obstetrics itself
the remarks of some might lead us to infer; bui about that time; for T rvemember that it was
in" this, as in every other mishap of human flesh, ' early in the seventeenth century that Mauriceau,
Hereotyped principles only ought to be enter- | of the Hotel Dieu, Paris, dragged from its beaten
tained, " ipaths the arl of midwifery, as pursued by the

i - .

REGARDING ITS HISTORY.
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sage femsmes, andbased it on truly scientific and
rational principles. By his first effort, Mauriceau
confributed greatly to diffuse and popularize
sound obste*rical doctrines, and would have heen
considerss . oenefactor of the race, but for the
“QCollectionsand Observations” of a lady—Louisa
Bourgois —appenaring about the same period.
In the transition from the seventeenth to the
eighteenth century, following the writings of
ihe above, a goodly numher of names appear of
persons anxious to extend and improve the
science, the most distingaished of whom, it is
but just to say, were Paul Porta), Deventer,
Pen, Delamotte, and Amand.

FOKMS AND DEGREES OF INVERSIOX WORTHY OF

CONSIDERATIONX,

The first worthy of notice is that of Dr
Crosse, who recognizes four degrees of this acci.
dent — 1st. Depression or indentation of the
fundus short of invagination, recognizable only

by pressure on the walls of the abdomen, over:

the fundus uteri. Several circumstances point
to this agcldent the chief of which, when the
placenta is nart.xally separated, is heemorrhage,
the slightest examination being sufficient to
determine the true state of the uterus. Dr.
Crosae’s 2nd division is termed ¢ introversion,”

or depression, produced till the fundus is grasped S

by the body of the womb ; the 3rd division,
cailed ¢ perversion,” is when the body has passed
the os and become lodged in the vagina.; the
4th division, called “total m»ersmn, is where
the uterus has escaped from the vacrma, and is
found lodged between the thighs of the patient.
‘The second divisions noticeable are those of Dr.
l\ewnbam threemnumbex——lst cailed “depYes-
gion,” consists of various defrre.,s of inversion
till the fundus has reached the os, thus compre-
hendiug. tivo degrees of Dr. Crosse; 2nd, * par-
tial mversmn, \vhere the uterus passes the os
and fills the vagina ; 3rd, « complete inversion,”
where the womb has escaped from the vagina
_and appears external to the soft parts Dr.
- Meigs calls the accldent mcomplete inversion”
when the. fundus reaches the os or fills the vagina,
“and « complete inversion” after it has passed the
. Is,tter limit, Others ha.ve divided it into “acute”
,and « chromc mversmn, meamng, by the latter,
-4hat in which the inversion was slowly produced ;

and we find the terms “reducible” and “ime
ducible” also used. -

T venture to disapprove of all these terms ang
divisions ss unnecessarily complicated, tendiny
0 confusion and mistaken views as to their
czuses and treatment. I propose to simplify
the consideration of inversion, by designating
ity extent by the word * degrees,” thus—thatall
those cases in which the fundus has not passd
the os be celled inversion of the * first degres
those in which the fandus is found lodged in the
vagina, inversion of the *second degree;’ and
those in wkich the fandus has appeared exter
nally to the vulva, inversion. of the ¢ thind
degree.”

It will be observed that this method of divid-
ing the subject is similar scmewhat to thatof
Dr. Newnham, with this advantage in favour of
the former, that there is no extent of inversio
recognized short of that condition in which the
fundus has reached the os, believing firmly that
the condition called “ depression” has never
been recognized up to this hour—simply because
the force in eoperation as the cause is alway
sufficient to cwcsy the fundus to the os, and in
variably does do so.

This division of the subject enables the mind
more easily to seize and understand the natur
of the affection, as well as the requirements for
relief. The infrequency of inversion of the
uterus, of any degree, has been such as to render
our knowledge of it rather imperfect, as may be
imagined from the fact that those practitionen
with the largest opportunities for observation
have met with comparatively few cases ; other
wise an unwillingness must exist on the partd
many to acknowledge its occurrencs in ther
hends. Thus, Dr. West, of London, never sa¥
arecent case of it; Dr. Thos. R. Mitchell, o
the South-Eastern Lying-in Hospital, Dublis
only met one case ina total of 3,500 labors. b
the Dublin Lying-in Hospital and London M
ternity, it was met with but once in atotﬂlOf
140,000 labors. Hardy and McClintock nevar.
saw a recent case; and Dr, Ebenezer Skae 8%‘5
but two cases. “Dr. Meigs saw three casés (W‘
any, let it be remarked, in his own practlce),whﬁ"
Dr. Bedford is silent on the subject. I fea&
therefore, in view of the foregoing facts, M
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probabilities and possibilities have entered large-
Iy into the history of this accident, as we find 1t
from the pen and experience of scme closely
observing accoucheurs,

(To be continued. )

Srelected Rapers.

On the Hypodermic Use of Morphia in Diseases of | }

the Heart and Great Vessels.

BYT. C. ALLBUTT, 3LA., M. D. CANTAB, F:L.S.
PHYSICIAN TO THE LBEDS INFIRMARY.

From the Practitioner.—(Concluded).

1t is surprising how little the morphia has affect™
d the head in the multitudes of cases in which I
have tried it. The condition of the brain in heart
disease is often, no doubt, anmmic, and some of
the restlessness of the patient, and some of the
heart disorder, may at times be due to cerebral
suzmia. In such cases one might expect the mor-
phia to calm by bringing about the sleep, or rather
the stupor, of cerebral congestion; but this expla-
nation is insufficient. On the eontrary, in aortic
disease with marked symptoms of encephalic ance-
mia I have seen less good result from the hypoder-
mic use of morphia than in heart cases other of
kinds. But in cases of mitral regurgitation, when
the head is full of venous blood, and distress and
stupor seem striving together, then I have found
great benefit from the injection, for it stills the dis-
tress in the chest, and by staying the tumult of the
heart it seems to allow the sinuses to empty them-
selves, and to allow of the establishment of a true
soporific anemia. I think, moreover, that the un-
wonted blessing of peace brought by the drug so
tranquillizes the system, that even those persons
fird solace and rest from its use, when labouring
under heart disease, in whom, under other circum-
if&nces, morphia would rather annoy the medull®
than tranguillize the cerebrum. I scarcely ever
remember that morphia caused disturbance of the
slomach or other inconvenienco in the cases I am
demnbmg Asnin cases of severe pain, so it seemd
‘that in cardiac disturbance the intolerable distréss

Hearries off” the' troublesome quahtxes of the drug.
Iﬂeﬁ‘ecta, again, are not merely comforting, but
e curative. so far as such cases are to be cured.
An injection of morphia three or four timea & week
‘?X h'&nquﬂlmng the heart and allowmg the cireu-
htmn to recover its freedom, sets free also the
"’Sﬂm whick are oppressed, and the system_ can

once more find something like its balance.* Thus
relieved, the patient may with incessant care enjoy
some respite from his malady, and the occasiona
use of morphia may put off the day of its return.
Al this bears very closely on the difficult question,
How is it that a man having a given lesion of the
heart goes on sometimes for a year or two without
an ‘‘attack’ of general suffering, and after recov-
ering from this may go on for a longer or shorter
while before the ‘‘attack” is repeated, the heart
esion remaining always the same? There seems
to be a gradual accumulation of deficient work,
which does not throw the patient over until it
reaches a certain amount. Gradually and indirectly
the morphia injection does much to restore balance
of functicn; directly and immediately it seems to
affect the chest almost alore. The face generally
becomes less turgid snd its expressioa calmer. The
heart, which for days had been thumping out of all
rhythm, or striving against an unequal weight of
blood, becomes tranquil and rythmical; and this
whether it be-a direct result of the morphia or not,
is the chief one, and that upon which the rest seems
to hang. Mors haste, worse speed, is as true of
heart work as of any other, and it seems clear that
the hurried labour of the overtaxed heart is not
compensatory, but is mere blindness and bewilder-
ment. After injection the insufferable precordial
distress ceases, and the heart gaining time and
rythm, gains power. The effect upon the pulmon-
ary circulation is very striking, the congestion and
secretion of the lungs lessened, to the unspeakable
solace of the patient.+ The quick, shallow, anxious
“ cardiac dyspnwea” gives way to a deeper, slower,
and easier movement; the cough falls, not from
want of sensibility, but from relief of oppression 3
the overweight of blood cozes slowly onwards, and
the patient, who has been tossing in misery, feels
the first tranquil sleep he has enjoyed for weeks.
On awaking he is conscious of an ease he has nol
felt for long, and the good effects are often as well
marked and sometimes better markedthe second
night than the first, so that in ordinary casesaninjeo-
tion every alternate nightis sufficient. The injection
has little or no direct effect upon the amasarca o
the urinary secretion, but only gives occasion for
their relief by other means. The ven® cave are
no doubt unlonded, but the state of the kidneys
and legs is too confirmed for immediate change. -

*I shonld pi s mako a point of saying that in using the mor-
g?r Ido not to overlook other remedies w]nch szm have

t It is the admumstration of “an opiate” during the clogked
state of the longs which will excite the most serisus doubt. We
canuot, however, ressor in the least from morphis by the month
to morphia by the skin; the remedies are quite distinet in their
results. : I have never dared to inject morphia in bronchltis, dut
shall not wonder if it is done herore long.
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s regaras the class of casesin which the morphia | I ations are very freguently taken, and = varishls

iz useful: it gives the most striking relief in angira
with disessed coronary arteries, &ec., in neura.lglc
distress from intrathoracic tumour, and in mitral |
regurgitation. Xt is very valusble also in small
doses in so-called “irritable heart,” whether this
be due to weakness of the organ or instability of its !

guaniity of ether, amounting sometimos o ssvem‘.
ounces in & day, is used: but of course it is impex
! gible to calculate how much of this enters the blood,
‘We may concludse this detail of the facts observed
by staiing that a few extra whiffs, of exceptional
vigour, produce slight flushing of the face, and s

nerves. It isless useful in disease of the aortic l feeling of fulness in the nasal mucous membrane,
walves, and I think it is less valuzble in mitral ob-| [Upon the facts of the above very interesting cast
struction than in mitral regurgitetion. In aortic | , ! we shall basea few remarks on the use of stimulants
disesse, however, where the heart is big and pump- | | in the nervous malaise from which aged persons s

ing, it gives much ease.

Ineed not detail any cases in which I have used
the morphia, as they wonld not make my statements
any the clearer; their farther confirmation must
come from the profession; and I now leave the
matter in the hands of my brethern, feeling assured
that before Jong the injection of morphia will be a
common remedy in cases of disease of the heart.

Btherans Stimnlam’o—%a&a’nige in the ¥ourcses of the
Aged.

From the Practitiones.—(Concluded.)

The practice of ether inhalation, as abeve de-
seribed, has been steadily continued by Sir F.
Pollock uvp to the present time, and the general
factsobservablelare the following :—Both his physic-
al and mental health may be called magnificent,
considering hisadvanced years. The pulseis regular
and firm, of mediam tension, and ke:ns very nesxly
to the standard of eighty; it does not appear to
vary materizlly either Quring or after an inhalation.
Not merely can gastric spasm and fatulence be
relieved with the same instantaneous certainty as
at firs, but the tendency to such affec'ions has
evidently and notably diminished. Sleep is ob-
tained, at intervals, to the amonnt of, perhaps,
eleven hours out of the twenty-four, including a
regular mid-day siesta.” Asiscommon in advanced
age, not much solid food is‘taken ; but a moderate
amount of alcoholic liquids (brandy ard sherry)
are consumed, in small doses. '~ The appetite for
sohds is vxstbly diminished when any considersbls
amouns of ether has been inhaled shortly before s
meal. * Thero is not the smallest impairment of
muscelar co-ordination proper; and in regard to
this it may be mentioned that the handwriting is
singularly vigorous and -perfect.. Ho free are the
muscles frdm tremor that till quite’ Jately Sir Fred-
mek could balance a full wine-glass on the backs of
his doaed fingors and Iift to his lipa withous spil-
ling, andeven nowthe hiaxid can be held out for along
time withont a visiblo sheke. At present the inhal-

frequently sufler. 1% is rather singular that moms
detailed and specific consideration has not beer
given, in medical treatises, to the management of
the very troublesume neurvses of old age. Notto
mention the severe and intractable neuralgias whick
occasionally make the last years of along life miser
able, there are minor nervous evils which more
commonly beset the aged. The majority of very
old people find it difficult or impossible to sleep
continuously for any considerable length of time;
and though, doubtless this is of the less conseguenee
because but little muscular exercise is taken, yet
it is often distressing, snd by its mental no lem
than its directly physical effects tends to unhings
tlie nervous system and to destroy the calm of life.
Spasmodic affcctions of the stomach and intestines
also frequently cause great misery to old persons’
and inflict further mischief by rendering the prob-
lem of their nutrition more difficult. It seems fo
us that for <hese troubles, which are so often spokea
of as inevitable, the aged have 2 right to ask relief;
and what is more important, they are generally
pretty sure to atterapt to get it. By coarse-fibred
or uneducted persons, more especiaily, the reliel
may be sought in alcokol ; and under the idea that
one cannot have too much.of a good thing the scf-
ferer may contract habits of sottish excess. We
have so recently proclaimed, however, our decidéd
objection to the use of aleoho! for the relief cf the
nervous miseries o adolescent and of middle h’e, g
that we may venture, without fear of being mit -
understood, to say here that we have much les
objection to the use of alcohol as a sedatave in old
age than dunng any portion of the time in which
the disturbing influence of the sexual functions B
felt by the organism; for it does not present a hth&
of the seductions to the excess in the former me,
which does in the self-conscions condition of the
organism which exists during sexual life. " Stzﬂ;
one would prefer to be armed with a better wea}wﬁ
against the miseries 6f old 2ge. Tobaceo hes' he
two great defects that women cannot use ‘it tﬂ
that elderly men, if they have not smoked beiaﬂ:,
often fail to take to it comfortably at an :;,dvamﬁd
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oﬁ?g is probably suitable to a considerable
rumber of elderly persons, and an interesting point
in medical morals is the extent to which its use, as
s mere solace of life, should be deliberately per-
mitted to the aged. Forourown part we entertain

a strong opinion that the commonplace morality
which is usually talked now-a-days, on this subjects
is both false and cruel. No one is mcre keenly
slive than ourselves to the evils of parcotic indul-
gence (i.e. for the mere relief of trivial nervous dis-
comfort) during the active period of life. But
upon what principle it can possibly be wrong to
soothe the declining days of those who have already
fought the battle of life, we are at a loss to imagine.
It is needless to remark that with many aged per-
sons opinm is found to disagree, disordering their
digestion and impairing their nutrition; and this
really is a fatal objection, where it exists. But
why it should be wrong for a nervous and irritable
old person, stillless forone liable to stomach-cramps,
to take a daily allowance of laudanum, which.has
been found to make hie life happy, we cannot con-
csive. The stock argument, of course, is that this
and similar things muddle the intellect at a time
when a calm retrospect of life ought to be taken,
sad the approach of death prepared for. But this
involves an assumption. of the very question at
issme: for it may be with much reason maintained

" that the effects are the very opposite of this, and
that by quieting nervious perturbativn and worry
we do in reslity clarify the mind. And the fact is
that elderly people have less difficulty than others
in confining the dose of narcotic stimulants strictly
or nearly strictly withii stimulant limits, and hence
one great objection to its use in e'u'her life doesnot
apply here.

Still, there are social rezons which make it desir-
able to search for a better stin:ulani wherewith to
soothe the nervous system of the aged than either
aleohol, tobacco, or opium. We confess to a pre-
jodice in favour of some agent which should be
inhaled rather than one which should be drunk;
but the number of substances which could be safely
inhaled without the presence of a medical man is
very limited. . Neither chloroform, nor any of its
substitutes except ether, would be reasonably safe.

" The latter drug, however, inhaled in the manner

- described by Sir F. Polluck, is free from all danger

o life, and can very easily be kept down to the
“production of its purely stimulant effects. We
have not personally had much experience of the
Johalation of these very small doses. of ether; but
¥ have very often experimented on ourselves with
‘mll _quantities taken by the stomach, and can
Nport that the effect of these upon the nervous

system is notin the slightest degres depressing, but
tranquillizes only by stimulating and thus steedying
the nerves. There is no temptation to take ether
by the mouth, however, as it is disgustingly nasty;
and this is a real advantage. Nor is it likely to be
taken in any large excess by the kind of inhalation
above described, as its smell is only tolerable, and
by no meansattractive. Without, then, expressing
any positive opinion on the matter, it appears d e
cidedly worth inquiring whether ether-inhalation
might not be advantageously recommended to a
large class of aged persons who would secarcely call
themselves patients at all, but to whom ‘“the grass-
hopper is a burden” from the irritable state of their
decaying nervous systems. It used to be a maxim
of medicine, that the physician is as much bound to
promote the enthanasia of the sick whea they must
die, as he is to save their lives if that be possible.
And surely that phrage euthanasia may be reason-
ably enlarged so as to include not merely the man-
agement of the'illness which actually cuts off an aged
person at last, but the solace of months or years of
a continuous decay which is the visible precurzsor of
of death.—Ed. Practitivner.]
3

Extract from a paper, entitled

The Incuction of Premature Deliverv as a Frophy-
lactic Resource in Midwifery.
By T. GAILLARD THOMAS, M. D,,

Profeszor of Obstetrics, and the Diseases of Women and Children
in the College of Physicians and Surgeons, N. Y.

PLACENTA PRAEVIA,

XNo one who has had experience with this form of
complicated labor, wilil feel disposed to undervalue -
or cast aside any remedy which is offered for the
rescie of patients presenting its premonitory symp-
torus. 3o serious are its results that, although it
oczurs not oftener than once in fiver hundred cases,
which is the proportion computed as correct by
some authors, it exerts a marked influence upon
the statistics of obstetrics. According to the cal-
culation of Sir James Simpson, based upon the
analysis of three hundred and ninety-nine cases,
one-third of the mothers and over one-half of the
children are supposed to have been lost. Ths
reasons for this great mortality are probably the
following:

1. The dilatation of the cervix for the passage of
the child, unavoidably exposes both mother and
infant to great danger from placental detachment
and hemorrhage. .

2. Repeated heemorrhages occurring during the
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ninth month ; as the os internum dilates under the
infiuence of painless uterine contractions, which
then ocour, the woman at the time of labur is usually
ensanguinated, exhausted, and depressed both |
physically and mentally. b ;

3. Profuse flooding generaily occurring with the -
commencementof labor, the medical attendant in |
often not at hand, and resches his patient only |
after a serions loss of blood has occnrred.

Tortunately, this eondition is usuelly announced
during the last months of ntero-gestation by pre-
monitory signs of reliable character, and thus we !
may empty the uterus before the vital forces of |
both mother and child are exhausted by hpemorrh- |
ages, the resulis of repeated detachments of the
placonta. My conviction is thai, in every case of :
declared placenta preevia, premature delivery should
be induced. 'What objections can be urged agninst !
it, other than that a child of less then nine months
of intra-uterine life does not have as good a prospect
of life as one which has arrived at full term? In:

the ease which we are considering, even this falls :
to the ground, for an cight-months child out of the
uterus, and depending upon pulmonary respiration,
has a brighter prospect for life then one in that
cavity depending for aération of its blood upon a
crippled and bleeding placenta. For the mother,
how incomparably greater the safety which attends
an emptied and contracted uterus! By inducing
delivery during the ninth month of pregrancy, we
ghould be dealing with 2 woman whoisnot exhaunsted |
by repeated heemorrhages; we would be in attend-
ance at the moment of cervical dilatation, and conse-
quently the moment of danger; and we would be
able by hydrostatic pressure to control heemorrhage
in great degree, while at the same time dilatation of
the cervix, whichconstitutes the period of maximum
danger, may be rapidly accomplished.

_ 'With these considerations before me, and with a

certain amount of experience o support them, I
cannot resist the conviction that, when premature
delivery becomes the recognized and universal
practice for placenta preevia, the statistics of Dr.
Simpson will be replaced by others of a far more
satisfactory kind. '

Casz I.—DbIrs, W, aged twenty-six, primipara,
ingood heslth, was suddenly taken with j,ssmorrhege
three weeks before full term. She sent for mein
great haste, but, being occupied, I wag anabled to
go to her, and she was seen for me by my friend,
Dr. Reynolds. He discovered that she had lost a
few ounces of blood, but that the flow had ceased.
Three days afterward she was again affected in the
same way, the. flow ceasing spontanecusly. About
a week after this, she was taken during the night

with a flow, which wes so prefuse as to resul$ in
partisl syncope when she endeavored to w.a.lk acroz
the room. 1saw her early the next merning, foind
ker flowing slightly, and, upon vaginal examination
succeeded in touching the edge of the pla.cent:
through the os, which was dilated to the size of a
ten-cent piece. Later in the day, Drs. Metcalfe and
Reynolds saw her and agreed in the propriety ef
premature delivery. In accordance with this eon-
stltation, at 7 P. 3. I introduced into the cervix,
with considerable difficulty, and by the employment

- of some force, the smallest of Barnes’s dilatore.

This in twenty minutes wag followed by the next
larger dilator, and in an hour by the largesi.
Dilatation was rapidly accomplished, but, instead of
romoving the largest bag, I left it in the cervix
until 10 o’clock that night. Expulsive pains coming
on at that time, I removed it, when the head rapidly

. engaged, and before morning Mrs. W. was safely
- delivered of a living girl.

'The placenta followed
rzpidly, and both mother and child did well.

In this case, although hwsmorrhage continued
slightly throughoutthelabor, it was never sufiiciently
profuse to endanger the lives of either mother or
child. The implantation of the placenta being

- lateral, diminution of the flow occurred asthe head
. advanced, and made fim pressurc against the
: bleeding surface.

Case 1I.—Mrs. D., 2 Iady over forty years of ags,

. whose last pregnancy had been completed fourteer

vears previously, wus placed under my care by Dr.
Metcalfe. She was an excessively nervous and
hysterical woman, but in good health. About thres
weeks before full term she was taken with heemorrh-
ages, which lasted for very short periods, reccurred

+ at intervals of four or five days, came on withouk

assignable cause, and ceased without remedies.
The cervix was not dilated, and no physical sigis
of placents prassia could be detected either by
vaginal touch or ausculation., Dr. Metcalfe saw
her in consultation, and, as all the rational signs of
placenta prievia were present, and our patient wad
suffering from the -epeated lozses, and was becomiﬁ
cxiremely nervous and apprehensive, we concluded.
to bring on premature delivery. Accordingly, st
11 A, x. I introduced a large sponge-ient into the'
cervix, and at 3 or 4 P. M. removed it, and suc
in inserting Barnes’s smaliest dilator. At 9 thst
night the cervix was fully dilsted at the expenseof
very slight hsemorrhage, and Dr. DMetcalfe them
being present, I removed the bag, intending.fo
leave the case to Nature, provided no flow occurred.’
Previously, during the evening, upon changing the.
bags, T hud distinetly touched the head as the pre:
senting part, but now, to my surprise, I found thss
the bag impinging on this part had caused the child'
to revolve in the liquor amuii, and that the breeck
was now within the os. : 4
‘We decided under these circumstances to delivet’
at once. The patient being put under the influendd
of ether, I drew down the legs and delivered #
living, female child.: Tho placenta followed i
fifteen minutes, and both patients did well, . th¢
child rapidly recovering from an injury to one d
its logs, received durirg delivery. ’
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.. Inthis case, the placenta was very nearly centrally | by Dr. Keeney, to see with him Mrs. R., a multi-
sttached. At one side of the os interum, a space of | Pars, aged tweniy-three years, who was nearly at
only w0 fingers’ breath was free. Through this, | theend of the seventh niynth of pregnancy. About
Y € : g » . one week before our visit, she had been suddeniy
digital examinafions were made, and the hand . seized with quite a profuse heemorrhage, which had
pushed to seize the feet. The first stage being ac- | Tapidly diminished, but never completely disap-
complished by means of the hydrostatic dilators, no peared. The nature of the flow, which occurred by
beemorrhage attended it; but, without this means | sndden gushes, and in great profusiop, led us to the
B il : conclusion that it wis due to placenta prievis, but
laving been employed, it is highly probable that i as the period was not favourable to the viability of
profuse and dangerousflooding would have occurred. | the Cl{ﬂﬁ, IWQ detslll'mgled to al.)void i'-r[‘zltlexference until
Case IIL—Mrs. P., a multipara, aged thirty-| the eighth month, if possible. The patient was
eight, had advanced, witboubp any ;nfa,vomb{e laccordingly kept perfectly quiet in bed, and all effort
symptoms, to the middle of the ninth month of | avoided. Foriwo and a half weeks this plan ap-
pregnancy. At this period, while sitting, at9 r. ». | peared to succeed, and we bad strong hopes of

in hqr patlor, engaged jn some light needle-work | reaching a period when both child and mother might
and in conversation, she suddenly .felt a free flow |
of blood pouring away from the vagina., In a few!

moments she became very much exhansted, and ;
was lifted up by her husband and carried up-stairs |
“tobed. 1saw her within an hour after this, and |

found her still losing blood toa slicht extent. Her |

pulse was very rapid and weak, and her face ex- i

tremely pallid. It was. estimated that about one
quart of blood had been passed, though this was of !
course uncertain. ¢ |
As the flow had ceased after I had kept the!
patient quiet for an hour, I left the house, promis- '
ing an early visit in the morning. Upon this visit ]
[found her doing well, though somewhat exhaust- !
ed. Feeling satisfied, from the great amount of
flow, and the fact of its having occurred without '
any exciting cause, that placenta preevia existed, I |
now, explained the state of affairs to.my patient’s |
hosband, and requested Dr. Metcalfe to sce her in !
consuliation. Hg agreed with me that the prob- |
ability of the safety of both motherand child would }
be greatly increased by at once inducing premature |
delivery, and at Y thut night I set about accomplish- :
Jing it. At 9.30 exactly, in the presence of Dr. |
Metealfe, T introduced into the cervix the smallest |
size of Barnes’s dilators, and at 16-30 the os was
fully dilated. * So long as the bag was retained in
the cervix,.no hemorrhage occurred, but on the
iostant of its removal a flow took place. Under
these circumstances, it was thought best to deliver
asonce. The patient being put under the influence

of chioroform, I performed the bimanual version, |.

.and with great oase delivered a living child. The
-placenta soon followed, and mother and child re-
tovered without an unfaveurable symptom.

:In this case, delivery was accomplished in one
And 2 half hours from the commencement of the
" sffort, and the process wasinaugurated just twenty-
" fqur hours afterthe developmentof the first symptom
" ofdanger. The flow which constituted thissymptom
- #8s 80 sudden and alarming that we thought that
 great danger would attend delay, uncompensated
_ipr by any corresponding advantage. , After full
‘dlatation and removal offthe dilator, Dr. Metcalfe
- ©Xsmined and found s very large piece of placenta
‘hsaging out of the os uteri, and thus the diagnosis
‘Fa8. provegd 1o have been correct.

-#:CASE IV —T w

as called on the 14th of November,

be ‘rescued by premature delivery. When the
seventh month and one week of the eighth had
passed, the flow returned, and continued so steadily
that, to onr regret, we were forced to empty the
uterus in the interest of the child, who was evidently
becoming much enfeebled by gradual placental
detachment, aund of the mother, who Lkewise felt
the loss of blood very perceptably.

At this period Dr. Keeney and I met ot the
patient’s house at 8,30 ».-31. At iwenty minutes
before 9 I introduced Barmes’s smallest dilator.
At ten minutes aiter nine the os was fully dilated,
and I, introduced my hand, readily delivered a
living child by version. The child was evidently
very feeble, and, although at once rapped in cotton
ard surrounded by an atmosphere heated to 95° it
lived only about nine or ten hours,

In this case, as soon as the os was fully dilated,
we could distinctly feel *he placenta, and as I passsd
up my hand 1 found that it was centrally attached.
It is the only case in which I have met with com-
plete placenta provia, The mother recovered
withou$ an unfavorable symptom.

Aocute Bright's Disease.

Exayivep py DR. DA COSTA.
Reparted by M. M. W,

Isabells G, a domeatic. Born of parents free
from constitutional taint of any kind. Four years
ago had variola, which left deep scars upon hands,

face, and other parts, Isan industrious, temperate

girl of good habits, and perfect health, until, about
five months ago, she took a table-spoonful of
calomel instead of magnesia. This was followed
by severe heavy paiu in the epigastric region, with
vomiting and purging. She was carried to a hospital
for treatment. Next worning her gwns were
swollen, and, in rapid succession, followed the
usual symptoms of salivation. Remained in that
hospital “two. weeks, and was discharged sesming
quite well, .but feeling very weak; found herself
more, liable to the effects of cold than before;
bowels habitually constipated ; face pallid ; drags
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ale | st her daily work as best she can. Three

week. . after getting her feet wet, became rest-

" less 2t nign., with constant frontal headache ; bad !
appetife ; obstinate constipation ; a puffiness of the
eyelids ; grew siesdily worse up to six or eight
daye ago, when she seemed to be swollen all over ;
abdomen prominent, and feet and ankles markedly
enlarged. Hoping to be benefitted by rest and ]
proper medicines, she comes to the hospital. At-
tracted by her pallid face, puffy oyelids, gemeral
amasarcous condition, ete., the very first thing we
do is to examine the arine. It proves to be of a
light straw color, faintly acid, specific gravity 1030,
and about ona-fourth its bulk albumen.

Tongue coated, gums spongy, mercurial fetor of |
breath ; no marked cardiac t{ronble; but the first
sound of the heart is wezk, a8 if this organ shares
_in the constitutionai debility. No pulmonary symp-
toins of abunormal action. Under hospital treat-
ment has improved somewhat. This morning the
urine has a specific gravity of 1020: faintly acid
by litinus test; by heat becmnes yuite turbid;
ghounld estimate the albumen at one-third the bulk.
Nitric acid scarcely changes it. By carbolic acid
test, which is a new and very delicate test, we
prove conclusively the presence of albumen. This
test is by dropping into the urine 2 few drops of
ths follewing sulution : )

R.

Carbolio acid ;

Acetit acid ; ua f 3.

Aleohol (by weight) 31j.
Ft. Sol.

‘The mere presence of albumen is not suflicient ;
wo should also ascertain the guantity, for it has a
strong bearing on the dis.gnosis and prognosis of
the casge.

A most-valusble aid to us in this class of exami-
antions, is ths microscops ; and nowhere more so
than in suspected Bright's disease. Beforo making
s micposcopical examination, let the arine stand at
least eight hours. In the present case were found
numerons hyaline tubs-casts, epithelial colls, white
blood' corpuscles. here and there a little granular
‘natter, but no fat. Now, what is this case? Acute
Bright's: disease. When ncute, both kidreys dre
‘alirays affected. They ave swollen, congested un-:
til’ recently. and now exudation from $ubules. is.
taking place, and some blood passing along into

_vhe urine. Isthare any degeneration of the kidney
yet? No. How do I kmew? By results of the
chemical and wicroscopical tests, which show large
hyalinetube-casts, blood, undegencrated epithelium,
no oil. - As a rule, we find neither red nor white
blood corpuscies, when degeneration hsscommencad.

M.

"does not act, donble tho dose..

We are sleo justified in diagnosing Bright’s dissase )

when chemical re-agents show urine of high speaﬁ,;
gravity, and s large amount of albnmen. )

Treaiment.—Insist upon rest in bed, here. 1 shn]l
teach you differently of chronic disease When e
orgsa is undergoing desquawetion, this is impor}
ant. If there is bloodin the urire, carry yourides
of acuts Jiscase far enough to draw a few oumn
from over the kidneys by dry cups or leeches, iz,

Diet.—A form of diet that will leave as little s
possible to be excreted by th: kidneys. Miik, beef-
ten, soft boiled eggs, arrow root, raw meat, oystern,
etc.

Exhjbit quinine, about gra. vj every day, for the

! debility. Promote sufficient Sow from the kidnep
! to prevent accumulation of urinary sslts, by smsll

doses of bi-tartrate of potassa—3j three times daily.
Also, administer tr. digitalis, ten drops, daily. Is
sist upon rest ¢n bed, and nourish freely, without
stimulation,

Dec. 11th.—No very good result to report ; swell.
ing of the legas persists ; has guod appetite and
better color, but the constipationis obstinate. The
cream of tarter hes failod to act as a cathartic, and
she has taken oleum ricini. Urine not increased;
had passed f3xxjv in twenty-four hours, buf not-
withstanding the diuretic treatment, has come down
to fZvij, Under these circumnstances, substitue
Rochelle galt, 5ss daily, and insist upon drinkisg
more Quid. She has an intense aversion to watet,
and drinks very little. Ought a great amount of
fluid to be insisted upon ? It is my decided opini
on that a person with Bright’s disease ought i
drink largelv; excepi in that frightful form of
contracted kidney, where there is a small secreting
surface. But in the early stages of the disease, #i:
sist upon it. Why? Because the tubules will be
clogged with albumen and exuding cells, and they
must be washed away, else you will favor the de-
generation: of the kidney. Hence, this case teachts
us-the practical lesson, that a iarge amount of drink
ghould be given. What of her dislike of water!
@ive infusions, 8he is now taking an infusion of

‘chammomile,— lemonade or orangeade might b

If the Rochellessli
You will ask, wby
not give her more stimulating diuretics? Bewm
thoy are dangerous. They should pever bo giver
in Bright’s disense, exoopt when there are convi
sions and when urination must be established at &
hazards, One more practical point ; ought shab
toke iron ? - Yes ;»she is now taking Basham’s mﬂ'
ture,.s teblespoonful three times a-day, in Wk
she gets about gtt. xxx of tr. ferri chlor. '
Yesterday the total amount of urine: pn.ued
/ twenty-four hours wea 15 xviij. Bulk of a,lbnmﬂe

given. It is the fluid we want.
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about one-kalf. Specific gravity, 1030. There are
yet pale granular casis, and a few oil globules,
whichk show commencing degeneration, —Medwal
Gazette,

Betroversion Oomplicated by Hernia of the Bladder
during Gestation.

By O, H. HITCHCOCK,
EALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN,

On carefolly examining the.
sbdomen, now very large, but more flaccid than at
firet, I was surprised to find what appeared to be
a large aperture in the muscular walls, nine and a

. haliby eight and a half inches, the umbilicus being
near the middle of it... Throughout this whole

“space there appeared to lie over the contents of
the shdomen only the skin, and a very thin layer

- of fascia.

The convolutions, and the vermicular motion of
the intestines, were almost as distinctly observable
throughout this whole spaca as though there had
been nothing over them. This space was distinet-
ly bounded, above and below, by a thick, some-
what rounded edge, slightly uneven, guite tender
to the touch, and laterally by edges less thick and
distinct, but still quite apparent.

‘No uterus could be seen or felt in this space
above the pubis. On examination per vaginam,
the body of the uterus was distinctly felt in the

 hollow of the sacrum, but the os comld not be
reached as far as the finger could be passed uwp
under the pubic arch.

. The diegnosis of the whole cass was at onge
made out. Sometime in the early part of preg-
nancy the uterus had become retroverted. Pres-
sure of the cervix upon the urethra and fundus of
the bladder had caused frequent desire to void
wine, and had also obstructed its passage. The
urine had gradually collected in the bladder, dis-
tending it enormounsly. The muscnlar walls of the
abdomen, ruptured, perhaps, during her second
preguancy, had been torn into a large remt, or

“else had now been mewly ruptured; the biadder

_ hed escaped as a hernia from the abdominal cavity,

80 hung before the thighs, sapported by the
‘Rreatly stretched mn—the condition 1 firat found

“herin, -

A more careful examination would have been

:ade-at my first visit, and a complete diagnosis

.%tived at, had I not been misled by the patient
.tonoerning her symptoms during her second preg-
nagcy, and her failure to be relieved of them ex-
‘®pt by her delivery, which was natural, coupled
¥ith her expression of the sensation of complets

* * ¥ * ¥

relief of her bad feelings on the evacuaticn of the
distended bladder. ' Iconfess to a fecling of chagrin
that three weeks had besn allowed {o increase the
~danger to my patient,

Immediately snmmoning the assistance of Dras,
Chapin, Fiske, and Porter, I made a faithful at-
tempt to replace the nterus by the hand, favouring
its reduction by various positions of the patient.
By persevering effort we succeeded in so far chang-
ing the axis of the womb as to give her at first a
sense of relief, but so as to obstruct both the
bowels and urethra.

Further effort was at this time deferred, and a
full anodyne ordered the patient.

Two days after, as soon as some fresh bledders
could be obtained, the attempt was renewed, Dr.
L. C. Chapin kindly assisting me. A fresh blad-
der was passed well into the rectum, the patient
being in the knee-clbow pesition. Dr. C. with
both hends retained it in place, while 1 distend-
ed it with air, by one 'of . Tiemann’s universal
syringes. After the bladder was fully inflated, X
found that I could just reach the posterior lip of
the uterus above the pubis, and, by a little man-
agement, was able to alip the blunt end of a hook
into the os.

Lifting with the blunt hock steadily and quite
strongly upward as the patient was then placed,
and my assislant, at the same time, with both
hands crowding the bladder up the rectum against
the fundus of the uierns, I was able to dislodge
the orgen, and completely replaced it.

The patient then being placed upon her back,
the shape and size of the uterus couid be dlstinctly
seen through thewepenspan in the abdominal walls,
as well assll the motions of the foetus The uterus*
reached to the umbilicus.

There was not a drop of Lamorrhage, and .no
sign of uterine pain followed the replacement. A
full anodyne was administered, and the patient
slept well that night. Next day she was very
somfortable, and with ease evacuated both her
bladder and bowels.

No untoward symptom followed for four days.
The movements of the foetus were numerous and
strong, and could be seen, and the shape of ‘the
limbs traced by the cye through the hiatus in the
muscnlar walls of the mother’s abdomen, -

Towards the cloge of the fourth day, a renewal
of the intermittent fever was ushered in by a chill.
‘With the exacerbation on the fifthi day, the uterus -
took a contraction, and" emptied itself of ita com-
tents, a lively little footus, fully’five months and
& half old,- weighing two pounds, and & healthy

Pplacerta,
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With the interruption of the intermittent fever,
the patient became completely ‘convalescent, amd
is now, July 15th, in good health, doing her own
work., The aperture in the walls of the abdomen
remains just as distinet as before, though of course
not so large in extent ; and yet she suffers no in-
convenience from it.

As to the precise time when this rupture in the
muscles took place, I conld learn nothing f¥om the
patient, only that such an enlargement of the
abdomen with difficulty of voiding urine was at-
tendant npon her second preguancy, after about
the fourth month, ’

In reflecting npon this case, several questions

occur to ne, which it is perhaps easier to ask than |
| affeciion or sickness.

to answer.

Could this aperture have been congenital! Could
it have been enlarged from an cold nmbilical hernin ?
Could & rupture of those muscles have been made
by a distended bladder? Was the distention of

the bladder caused by, or did it cnuse, the retrover- i

sion of the pregnant uterus ?

If, with her sccond pregnancy, there had been
retroversion of the uterus, and the symptoms had
continued unrelieved, could labor have taken place
naturslly, guickly, and easily ?

“If the Fellows of the Society can answer these
questions they will greatly oblige a cor'reipondmfr
member. —G ynwcological Jonraal.

Treatment of Scarlet Fever.

In a gensible paper on scarlet fever, by Walter
Fergus, the following remarks, inwa somewhat less
condensed form, ocewr.  Medicines easily become
poisons in scarlet fever ; a smart purge or a repeated
emetic not unfrequently changes a moderate and
regular attack into one of peril, increasing the
danger of -all the symptoms. = Next to a good
supply of air and a comfortable bed, quietness is
of the ubwost consequence ; a fussy nurse, or
‘over-anxious prrents, turn the scale against the
patient with wnerring certainly. An emetic of

sulphate of zine and ipecacnanha wine in the earliest

staga of the disease is of use, helping, as it
generally does, reaction ; but it should not be re-
peated with a view of cutting short a ¢isesse which
will yun its course. If the patient ean be kept
alive for from seven to nine days, he will most pro-
bably make a good recovery. After the emetic the
patient should be allowed to sleep as much as poe-

sible ; the more he sleeps on. the first two or three
Two remedies have.

days of . the attack,. f.he better.

proved almost equally useful, Chlorine gasin a

i sweeten=d solution is most grateful to the patient

and evidently helps hip in his battle ; but a betier
mechcme is the liguer of acetate of ammonia, with
a considérable excess of carbomate of ammonis; -
with ten minims of spirit of nitric cther in each
dose. Ii should be given in doses repeated with
greater frequency in severe cases. Gargles are use
ful in cooling and relieving the throat; a2 weak
solution of chlorine gas sweetened, or of Coudy’s
fluid, answers well as a gargle. It isa good practice
to make a patient gargle before taking food or
medicine. Nitrate of silver or strong hydrochlorie
acid must be usgd if there is much blocking up of
the fauces, or grey patches on their surface. Iceis
of inmense nse where there is either great throat
The pleasantest drink i
soda-water given freely, with wine added when re-
quired. The disease seems to produce u stretching
or distension of all the soit structures, and the
treatment should therefore be directed to the re-
storation of the tene of these structures. With
this view, iron and quinine may be given eariy.
From the fifth or sixth day, six grains of the sul-
phate of iron, magnesia, and quinine, should bs
given with the ammonia draught, and this mixture
may be continued till convalesesnice is complete.
The extzrnal treatment is of great importance;
rapid sponging with vinegar and water is called for
if the patient do not sleep, or if there is much
irritation of the skin. In cases with extreme de:.
volpment of the rash and burping skin, tho cold
douche, rapidly given, acts like » charm. The
patient, placed in a sponging bath close to the bed,
has four or five wash-hand basins of cold water
poured in quick succession over him, is quickly
rubbed dry and put to bed, when, if the treatment
has dcné good, he drops off to sleep ulinost at onee,
In the early stages warm baths do harm, nor shonid:
they be.used until a certain amouunt of restoration
of tone has taken place. Anoiniing the patient.
with fatty substances early in the disease is not
likely to benefit the patient ; it may arrest to s cer=
tain extent the diffusicn of the separated cuticle.
Scrubbing the skin with carbolic acid soap wught.
t0 be postponed to n late period of the disense.
Before the restorstion stage is reached, every ex’e&
tion on the part of the patient should bLe avoided:
Close-stools near to the bed should be provided, aad:
always kept charged with a disinfectant A wels
regulated and sufficient diet, with a change of 8iff
as soon as a removal is prudent, cowpletes the re:
covery. Occupation, and especially mental occlmi'
tion, must be cautivusly rosumed. . Long after re~
covery.the brain frequently shows signs of slew 1?:7
steration of power,—Practitioner—ZLancet,
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. Fibroid Gterine Tumor Successfully Removad.

The pativnt, aged thirty-seven, and married, was |
sent to Dr. H. R. Siorer, in November last, by a '
physician in San Francisco. She was completely
exsanguine, with all the symptoms atiending the |
long-continued loss of blood. She had consulted |
several physicians, at home, in London, and on the
Continent, none of whom, though vaginal exami-
nation had been made, had diagnosiicated the ease,
Dr. Storer being at the time unwell, Dr. Warner
fonnd the nterus somewhat enlarged, but the os
ateri not at all dilated. Upon introducing the
sound, it came into contact with an evident tumor
of considerable size withip the uterine cavity. Upon
passing a sponge tent, the tumor was found to be
of the size of a large hen’s egg, and attached by a
broad base to the fundus uteri.

Upon November 14th, Dr. Stover proceeded to
operate, with the assistance of 1)r. Warner. The
chain of an ecraseur huving been applied, with some
little dificulty and the attachwent of the mass di-
vided, it was found impossible to deliver it through
the well dilated os, there being no compressibility
to the tumor. The cervix was then freely slit up vo
the vaginal reflexion on each side by angled scissors,
and the inner splifucter divided by a guarded bistou-
1y, and still delivery could not be effected. Nor
was this accomplished till » finger had beon forced
past the tumor, and bent above it, while powerful
traction was exerted from below by hooked for-
ceps. The hemorrhage was readily restrained, and
the patient soon returned to her home convalescent.
Upon incising the tumor, the cause of its being so
incapable of longitudinal compression became very
esident Thero were present two distinet nuclear
masses, the superior one the size of a large walnnt,
and the inferior one somewhat smaller, harder in
suncture than the tissue adjoining; the former of
them was distinctly capsulated, and might easily be
tuiced out from its bed.: .

-Dr. Storer, in quite an extended cxperience with
the removal of intra-uterine fibroids, some of them
of much lavger size, had never before had so much
dificalty in c¢xtraction after excision had been
efiected, He quoted from Klob wich reference to
._thg exireme rarity of muclei in uterine fibroids,

end remnarked that this writer had evidently never
‘&nown of anything approaching the nuclear enucle-
ation so heantifully demonstrated in the present
tomor, : : :

-Dr, Jackson had never seen a similar specimen.

e considered it perfectly typical of the theorcti-
el uterine fibroid; '

_Dr. Bixby had examined the tissues under the
Rieroseope, and found them purely fibrous, —Gyrnee-

‘Wloglcal Jonrnal.

Belladonna in Hooping Uough.

In order that belladonna should produce its full
effects, it should be administered according to s
particular mzethod, which is of such importasnce
that if you neglect to observe it, you will not sae-
ceed in curing hooping-cough, any more than you-
will suceeed in curing ague, however large the dose
of bark you inay give, unless you follow ceriain
rules which I will some day point out to you.

Before I give you the details of the plan of treat-
ment to adopt, I must first esiablish the following
capital point :—The aciive principle of solanaceouns
plants infilnences neuroses only wher given in suf-
ficiently large doses, and this influence lasts for
some time ; but lest the therapeutic effects should
be greater than desircd, the medicine should firsi
be given in doses which are probably less than
thoseneeded for exerting a favourable action on the
dizsease ; these doses must be gradually increased
until therapeutic effects begin to show themselves.
As soon as this result is obtained, it is generally
sutficient to continue the same daily dose in ovder
to increase the good effect produced. If the doss
which has brought on these good results were in-
creased hastily with the view of accelerating the
cure, and especially if it were repeated on thesame
day, one might at first wonder at the success ob--
tained, but an wunpleasant dryness of the fauces,
and some disturbance of vision, which. increases
rapidly, would soon render a diminution of the
dose necessary, and the consequence of this would
be to allow the disease to reproduce itself, and to
escape the influence of the mode of treaiment.

Bearing well in mind these general principles, the.
treatment is to be carried on after the following
method :—

If the patient be an infant, have pills made con-
taining each one-tenth of a grain of extract of
belladonna, and one-tenth of a grain of powdered
bellndonna leaf, For children’ above four years
old, and for adults, the pills should contain one-

fifth of a grain of extract, and one-fifth of a grain

of the pounded leaf. Whatever quantity of bel-
ladonna you may give, it is-an essential point that
it be taken in vne dose. If you have been obliged
to increase the original quantity ten or iwelve

times, let the patient take itin one d-;se, in the

morning, fasting, at the same hour, and not at di}s-_
tant intervals in the course of the day. But be-

fore you increase the quantity, wait two or three

days, and according as there has been an improve-
ment or not, keep to the same dose, or increase it
by degrees, unless symptoms of poisoning should -
come on, when of course you must stop.—Trous-

seanw's Clinical Medicine,
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THE MEDICAL OOUNCIL EXAMINATIORR.

We give elsewhere some additional resvlutions
passed by the Executive Committee of the Medical
Council, 2t their-ast meeting. In their mode of
conducting the written examinations, they have fol-
lowed somewhat the model of the Royal College of
Surgeons, England ; each candidate sabmitting his
curriculum to the Registrar some days before the
Board meets, and on its being approved veceiv-
ing a number which is to designate him throughout
the examination. Each examiner is to prepare the
paper upon his own subject, and the answers are to
be afterwards marked by him, according to a gradu-
ated scale of merit, and finally submitted to the
whole Board for approval or rejection.

8o far there is nothing to object to, and a fairver
guarantee of impartiality conld scurcely be given to
the students; but in the oral exawminations, the
commitiee have indeed set the examiners a hercu-
lean task, ns will be seen when we remember that
by the printed regulations of the council, only one
day, Saturday, &pnl 9Oth, is allowed for oral exami-
nations.

There arc fifteen subjects on which the candidate
(no matter how he may wish to register), will be
examined by written papers; but for the sake of
illustration, we will suppose that by uniting the
different sub-divisions of anatomy, surgery, &e.,
they 1ay be reduced to ten. We will also suppose
that sixty students will present themselves fur ex-
amination, which is-quite within the mark, and that
the examiners will sit for ten hours that day, which
is quite beyond the mark.

Now, if each of our readers-makes a very simple
srithmetical calculation, ke will find that every can-
didate will bave to enter the room, sit down, lwar
and abswer whatever questions any members of the
Board*may think proper to propound, and retire,
all in the space of one minute. .

Thm being ma.mfeﬁ:tlv irmmpoasible, the dlﬂiculty
can only be got over by lengthening the examination

and thus breaking into the next week, or confining
the oral to those candidates whose written exami-
| nation has been unsatxsf&ctory B

We await with interest some action of the com-
mittee on this head, for, undoubtiedly as thingy
stand at presens, the Board are bound to follow out
the printed programme, which limits them ast¢’
time, and implies, if it does not command, thateach
candidzate shall undergo a vivd vocé examination. .

For the sake of the students, we hope tle com-
nittee will reconsider their later resolutions, agd
allow each candidate to be orally examined before
neither more, nor less, than twe examiners,

Any imaginary protection that a student might
gain by appearing beforo the whole Board, would
be more than counterbalanced by the awe so august
s body wounld inspire.

HOSPITAL MANAGEMENT.

¢ Fanaticism,” says Mackintosh, ¢‘is the most in-
curable of all menial dizeases, because in all its’
forins it is distingnished by a sort of mad conterpt
for experience, which alone can correct the ervors of
practical judgment.”

When we examine the records of British hospltal
management for the last fifty years, and observe.
the acrimony of the struggie sustained by the Lon-
don medical journals for a period of twenty yesrs,-
before the most glaring abuses eould be reformed;:
it would seem as if hospital authorities had tried to
ezemplify the truth of Sir James’ aphorism, and -
when we refer to the proceedings of our own T_o'{
ronto Hoapital Trustees, for the last tweniy ye&ra,
it woul? seem as if they too were often actusted.
by a sort of “mad contempt for experience,” or-
they never would have perpetrated the mistakes oz

‘sanctioned and vindicated the sbuses, which we find;

recorded as their acts in former years. But we ex--
pect better things from the present Trustees, and
hope they will not allow themselves t6 be led into
‘wrong doing by any man who cannot raise hmwelf
above the petty vindictiveness of the faro-bank, or.
sectarmn jealousy, and we trust they will dmphy :
that intelligence and independence of thought snd:
action which have characterized them in.other walks'
of hfe 3.\~:

"The position of Hospital Trustee iz a most tryﬂ%f
oné, and fow men have the firmness or magnanimity;.
to carty them through if, uninfluenced and undw!
iturbed by the many little personal, sectional, ng: ;
tional, or soctarian prejudices and prochvmes
which they are beset.

With reference to our own Hospital, we oehevc
mistake was made when the statf waa increased 4
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jis prosent aize, especially in view of the crippled
state of the endowment. Eight attending and four
consulting medical officers, all privileged to reccive !
snd attend patients, in an hospital only able to sup '
port fifty free beds, (yes, for several months only
able to support twenty-five,) does appear to us an
'nhsurdxty
" Tf it were mot presumption in us to e\press an
opinion, we would sugpest classifying and dividing
the men differenily. We would make three classes:
oonsulting, attending, and assistant physicians and
surgeons. We would limit the consulting men to
what the term implies—the giving advice at consul-
tations. The consuliing staff we would compose of
all men from the active staff who had arrived at a
certain age, or who had served a certain number of
years. The attending physicians and surgeons we
would limit in the present state of the institution,
10 two of each, or four without distinction, and we
would make provision for the filling of vacancies in
-this staff, from among the assistants.
"-We would limit their duties to the attendance
upon interné patients, and make it compulsory on
them to give a certain number of clinical lectures
every month during their period of attendance.
They should have the privilege of admitting or re-
- fusing any patient sent up to them (by the assistant
physicians and surgeons) daring their period of. ser-
vice ; and we would extend the period of consdu-
five attendance for each to one, two, or three
/montha one physician and one surgeon, if thus
.olm.ﬁod, being compelled to atiend at the same
‘time, the ‘one to receive surgical, and the other,
midical cases; and we would make them be at their
post ‘of duty, every day ata certain hour during
their period of attendance. Then students would
.ot go to the hospital day after day, register their
. Tsmes, and go home again-without seeing the face
oda medical officer, a3 we believe they often do
: now
- Then we would elect (““ by concours”) a uumber of
mxztant physicians and surgeons, whose duty it
‘should be to attend (in a.certain rotation) to the-
‘externd patients, snd:send- up- .for. admission those
‘requiring such aid, thus saving much time to the’
mndmg staff; and we think it would be a vast
“tonvenience to the sick poor, to medical students,
wd to .the assistant staff, if, this out door relief
andd be.afforded ab some central point within the
ﬂty, easily reached by the feeble and infirm.- We
:would only allow- the -attending staff to be filled
’fmm the assistant staff, and then only by election,
lword.\ng to fitness. . The men. mlght be appointed

% the agsistant: staff, for. three or five, years, but
%Ne for Te-election. if-found ‘comipetent. : :

‘We would thus have 2. modificztion of the French
system of appointing, which we consider to ba one
of the most equitable and efficient for all purposes
in the world, and under which no man is admitted to"
examination, forappointment on the assistant staff,
or ‘‘Bureau Centiral” as it is called, under twenty
seven years of age, while a surgeon must have at-
tained the age of thirty years, and a physician
thirty-five, before he is eligible to the office of at-
tending surgeon or physician.

If some such system were adopted we would
escape the absurdity which now exists, of appoint-
ing men on account of their national, sectarian, or
political afinities or infiuence, without any refer-
ence to, or test of, their professional zbility.

WHAT WE MAY EXPECT FROM THE PUBLIO.

The Toronto Leader, of ‘February 2nd, 187¢, has
the following paragraph in its Police reports :—

“ Procuring Abortion.—~The abortive charge pre-
ferred against Dr, R. 8. Andrews, of this city, by
Dr. Clements, of Bradford, proved abortive indeed.
Dr. Andrews was honourably acquitted. The par-
ticulars of this case have already appeared in the
Leader, and it i3 needless now to repeat them. It
was expressed in court that it was a pity sucha
feeling of animosity should exist between doctors
who had studied their profession in different schools
of medicine, and it is to be hoped this will be the
last scene of the kind.”

The truth, as far as we could learn is, that the
case was dismissed, because the principal witness,
the woman herself, was not forthcoming. We
know the difficulty of obtaining evidencein cases of
this sort, and prerume every effort was made to
sift the matter to the bottom. Upon this head we
have nothing to say, and ‘‘R.8. Andrews, L.L.D.,*
is fully entitled to the honorable acquittal accorded
to him, for anything we Imow to the contrary.

But when we read the feeling expressed in court,
which the Leqder quotes in a way which certainly
implies approval, we despair of the gemeral public
ever appreciating eftorts to distinguish between
legal and illegal pmctltloners Surely the present
law is broad enough, (too broad, man¥ of us say,)
and allows a man to practice any ism whatever, at
present invented, provided-he haa a proper medical
education. "But a Dispensary for private diseases,
and for the sale of Pills which will restore Menstru-
ation, with special instructions when they ave ‘not
to be used, is a school of nedicine emtmg only in
the fertile ‘brains of the Leader. -

We have no wish tosay anything personally otfen-

‘sive to Dr. Andrews, we ‘havd said nothmg of him

now that he'daoes not say of ‘himself in lus ‘adver-
tisement. The whole matter would bé entirely nae
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worthy of notice, were not such sentimenis quoted
with tacit approval by one of the leading dailies of
the capital of Ontario. As it is, it is enough to
" disgust any physician with the endeavour to prac-
tice his profession honestly, and maintain it pure
and unsullied in the position it vught Yo occupy for
the good of humanity.

P T

A NEW LIQUOE ERGOTZ.

From an article in the Canadian Pharmaccutical
Journal, by Edward Long, BL.R.C.8,, it would ap-
pear that a new prephration of ergot is likely soon
to be brought under the notice of the profession.
The writer thinks that glycerine will make a better
solvent and preservative of the actual principles of
ergot than the mensirua generally used in the tinc-
ture, infusion or liquid extract, and that this prepa-
tion will also be more plensant to the palate. The
following paragraph gives the method of making
the preparation :—¢I digested ergot, freshly pow-
dered, in glycerine, for ten days, frequently shaking
it. On straining this off, it was found to be of a
deep purplish color, as thick as treacle nearly,
and the marc quite soft and pulpy. This marc was
then digested in spirit for ten days more, pressed
off and filtered, the resulting tincture distilled off
till it bocame of the consistence of syrup, and then
added to the previous solution. The ‘fluid ex-
tract’ forined of these combined solutions, I find
to be exactly equal to the volume of glycerine em-
ployed, and each drachin represents half a drachm
of powdered ergot, and may be considered a dose.”

We think a drop or two of chluroform added to
each ounce of either this or the old fluid extract
would render it more acceptable to the stomsch,
and while we are un this subject, we may say that
for a good meny years we have vsed the fluid ex-
.tract very largely. instead of the old powder or in-
fueion, and that it very seldom disappoints us.

k)

"«10 THE POOR HEATHEN! WEIOH?

" A fow monthsago, a lady of this city having been
for some time under the care of Dr. Beaumont, had
occasion to visit Ireland, and the Dr. gave her a
lotter, detailing the nature of her disexse, the treal-
.ment pursved, and his views-génerally on the case.

On reaching her destination, she presented the let-
_ter to an eminent oculist of Dublin, who expressed
.the greatest possible surprise, st the existence of
89 much learning and professional ability, in such
-& wild backwoods place as Toronto.

0UR STUDENTS ABREOAD.

We are glad io ses from an English paper, that
our Students are doing credit to their Canadian is-
struction, before the Licensing Bodies of the Mother
Country. The following names appear among the
successful candidates for the diploma of the Royal
College of Surgeons, England, on the 28th January,
1870:— B

Buller, Frauk, d3L.D., Victoria University.

Burdett, David Earl, M.B., Toronto University.

Wade, Wni., M.D., Victoria do. and New York

Widdifield, J. Henry, M.D., do.

WHAT IS EOLECTICISM ?

We clip the following definition of Eclecticism
from the Chicago Medical Times. TFor ourselves,
we do not know enough of that particular ism to sy
whether it is correct or not, but in the name of the
Regular Profession, we protest most strongly agains
such a gross misrepresentation of our pathelogy;
50 gross, indeed, that it requires a strong exercite
of that most excellent gift of charity to believe it
other than wilful. .

“Eclecticism is that system of medicine basel
upon the special pathological deduction, ‘‘diseas,
an impairment of vitality,” and correlatively de-
mands a conservation of the vital forces, and that
a1} therapeutic mensures should be expressly dirsck
ed thereto. It is diametrically opposed to the old
school practice which has persistenily taught for
years that disease is an excess of vitality, and thst
svery effort should be made to break it down, and
antiphlogistics were the inevitable resort, prems
and dernier ; in fact, that disease was vitality ex
alted to a sort of hypothetical phlogiston, that hsl
taken possession of the body surreptitiously, and
—must be put out, hence allopathy, from the Grest-
allos, other, and pathos, morbid condition, atiemphk
ing to correct one morbid condition by introducing
or substituting another, driving out a bad tenant’
by putting in, perhaps, a worse one, hence mercurt.
alization, premising that the terrible enemy w#
intrenched in the blood, therefore it must be drawd
out, hence phlebotomy.” -

¢¢Such were the principles that catried the aid
school profession, body and soul, like a hurricass
from the thine of Paracelsus, onwards, but, ssd¥
refiect, fell like continuous simooms upon the
paticnts with fearful fatality.” . el

¢ Eclecticism seeksto build up, strengthen andsap
port, aiding in every possible way the natural v}‘d
powers of the systém to overcome disease. opé:
thy depletes, debilitates and exausts the vis M
catriz nature, in its blind endeavors to rid the
of one affection by substituting another.”

Tue Lancet says:— :
“The Queen has been suffering repeatedly dtl!'g;{
the past thres months from neuralgia, sffcuiing 9
ferent parts of the body, and severe encugh te s
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ously interfere with rest. Her Majesty has just
recovered from a recurrence of neuralgia, attacking
the face severely. The attacks have been attribut-
sble to disturbance of the nervous system, due to
€5posure, WoITy or excitement.”

Wé fear there must be something radically wrong
about the royal residences, to account for the above,
and we hope the authorities will look well {o the
matter before we have a repetition of the melan-
choly cccurrence which terminated so disastrously
in the case of the late Prince Consort.

Foul air from defective drainage or imperfect
ventilation is » much more frequent exciting cause
of neuralgia than either ** exposure, worry, or ex-
citement,” in a person otherwise so well cared for,
-and nourished as Her Majesty.

(’Inmspwdmm

[‘D:e Editors dv not hold themselves tmptmql e fur the opinions
of correspondents.)

* OUR HAMILTON CORRESPONDENT.

o the Editors of the Dominion Medical Journal :

There is an unusual conymotion amongs: mem-.]

‘bers of the profession in this city at the present
time, owing to two causes principally. The first
sabject of interest was the election of two members
of the Hospital Medical Board. I may state, for
the information of your readers, that two members
‘are elected annually, whose term of office is three
years. 'The election is held under the authority of
& city by-law, which says that the election shall
take place annually, at 3 meeting of the “regular”
sembers of the profession, to be convened by cir-
onlar from the City Clerk. Ever since Dr. Parker's
Act was passed, the City Clerk has been in the
habit of writing to the Registrar of the Conncil
“fora list of the regular practitioners of the city,
“by. which list he has always been guided. The
Begistrar, of course, looked to his register for this
lmt No objection was ever raised to this course
unti] the meeting of the 9th inst., when two
homceopaﬂmts and an eclecticyresented themselves,
‘dlaiming the right to vote. A scene ensued. Two
Glfthree members asked upon what grounds these
gentlemen thrusi themselves into the society of
ﬂlemgula,r members of the profession. To which
they, replied that they had been summoned by
e City Clerk. This functionary was then ar-
'highed, but he said ho was guided by the official
tst'of the Registrar of the Council, who, being
P!esent was very severely censured for returning
the ‘atmes of homasopathists and eclectics. It was
"‘MIfYIDg to ‘think ‘that a member of their own
biofession should degrade thom by placing homaeo-

paths, &c., on the same lével with themselves.
The Registrar defended himself by reading the
37th section of the Ontario Medical Act, which
says, in effect, that ‘“ whenever, after the passing
of the said Act, any words importing legal recog-
nition are used in any act or law, it shall be com-
strned to mean a person registered under the said
Act, so far as relates to the Province of Ontario,”

The majority were satisfied, from this, that the
Registrar hud properly regarded the word ‘regu-
lar” as ome ‘‘importing legal recognition,” and
therefore was not justly censurable. There axe
some, however, who charge him with betraying
the interests of the profession, and talk of asking
the Medical Couneil to define the word ‘‘regular.”

: Dr. Billings was in the chair, and he dacided that

homosopaths and eclectics had a legal right to vote
if they were registered. The voie was then {aken,
by ballot, and resulted in the election of Dr. Isaae

i Ryall and Dr. Strange. Dr. Macintosh protested

on the ground of the ‘“irregnlar votes given.”

The other source of unusual commotion was the
address of Dr. Mackintosh, as retiring President
of the Hamilton Medical and Surgical Society.
The society elected for its officers for' the ensuing
year, as follows: —J. W. Rosebrugh, M. D., Presi-
dent; J. D. Macdonald, M. D.,-Vice-President;
and John A, Mullen, M. D., Secretary.’ The
time of the meeting was fully taken up with the
usnal routine business of the annual meeting. X
ghall endeavour to give you a report of the pro-
ceedings of the Society’s monthly mestings, for
each number of the JOURNAIL, also an abstract. of
the most interesting cases in the city hospital dux-
ing the preceeding menth. In the next nimber
of the Jourxaxw I shall give you a.report of am
operation for the removal of an epithelial cancer
involving the right half of both upper and lower
lips and a eonsiderable portion of the cheek. The
defici ency being supplied by bringing up s flap from
the anterior portion of the neck.

Yours, etc., :
FORCEDS. -

Hamilton, February, 1870.

[With all deference to the Registrar, of the Medi-
cal Council, we are convinced he has made a grave
mistake, in his interpretation of the Medical Act.
We have good reasons for believing that the terr
“‘ Regular Practitioner” is not used to imply simply
¢¢legal récognition,” but is always used to indicate
a member of the orthodox profession,: as distin-
guished from the Homoeopatlnc or Eclectic. - Thb
word “regular® is’ always used as synonymous
with  orthodox or allopathic:}=Ev. D. M. J; - -
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A COBRECTION.
To the Editors of the Dominiomdical Journal, .
GexrLEMEN:—In your January number you did
me the honor of noticing a paper read by me, be-
fore the medical section of the Canadian Institute
af 8 meeting of that body, held on the 21st ult.
The subject of the paper was ‘‘The Past and

Present Employment of Bleeding in the Trestment |

af Febrile or Indammatory Disesses.”

In tracing the past history of the employment of
the Lancet, and shewing how free that was wont
£o be, I made a short quotation from one of Addi-
son’s celebrated essays, in which tho essayist hum-
orously refers to the way bleeding was practiced in
his day. Ho suggests, in answer io a query of Sir
W. Temple'’s, as to why the comparatively rude
Northern nations, do not now, (i. e. at that time)

overrun civilized Europe, as they did in bygone !

dsays, that such a feat would be impossible, on
account of so many doctors living amongst the
gentry, and reducing their numbers by the most
heroic practice. This, as well as the rest of the
quotation was merely clever fun on the part of the
writer, and was introduced into my paper to show
that bleeding now nearly disused, was th¢n, em-
ployed to such an extent as to call forth the satire
of eminent writers, altogether outside the profes-
sion of physic.

You may fancy how 1 was amused, and bewildered
by your reporter’s ingenuity, which, merely on ac-
count of his having heard this most simple quoted
Jjost, and having rathcr mixed up matters in his
mind, represents me as showing {I quote the precise
words of the report) ¢ that according to the writings
of Addison snd his times, England (!!!) did not
send out half as many emigrants (1!!) as the old
Northern nations of Europe, simply on acconnt of
the great multiplication of doctors, and the extent
of the practise of venesection in the former coun-
try.” A more laughable instance of misreporting,
{elbeit entiroly, I doubt not, unintentional)I think
Inever knew. There is not even a family likeness
between the report and the thing reported.

Hoping I have not trespassed too much upon
your valuable space.

* T am, Gentlemen,
Yours truly,
: oL - -W. B. Gzixie,

Alexander St., Toronto, Feb. 17, 1870.
- [Artemus Ward was in the habit, when lecturing
or, writing, of stopping to tell where the laugh
should epme in, or.what. was meant for sarcasm,
but we did not think it safe to insult our readers
by teliing them thet Dr. Geikie’s reference $o Addi-

son’s statement was ‘‘ merely clever fun,” or tha
the statement of Addison was meant for saiire
We think our readers have wit and common senss
enongh to ‘ point & moral or adorn a tale’, withost
our help; and we did noi think at the time, thy
the Doctor’s joke was so tame as to require a point
from us.

If the Doctor will substitute the words,~—*‘ ruds
Northern Nations,” for England, in our report, e
will not be so “ bewildered” by the “‘reporiers in-
genuity,” and he will find, we think, quite enouzh
“family likeness” to fix the lineage of the wail
But as we are half Irish, we have the liberty o
speaking twice to make vurselves understood; and
in the mean time, we leave our readers to judge for
ihemsclves where the laugh comes in. }—Ep. D.M.J,

Lraceedings of Sacieties, &e.

Collage of Phyaiciaus and Sargeons of Outario.

The Executive Commitiee of the Couancil of the
College met in this city lately, and, among
other matters transacted, passed the following im
portant resolutions with reference to the examins
tions to be held in Kingston in April :—1st. Th
questions for the WRITTEN examinations to be pre
pared by the gentlemen whose names are returne
by the Education Committee on the seversl subjechs
allotted to them. 2nd. The papers not to W
signed by the candidates with their names, but's
number is to bo attached to them by each candi-
date ; after the documents entitling him to exan-
nation have been certified by the Registrar, a nuw-
beris to be allotted to him, 3rd. The papers b
be then examined by the examiners above referred
to, and an order of merit, from 0 to 100, to b
attached to each. 4th. The papers to be finshy
submitted to the whole Board for approval &
rejsction. S5th. The oraL to be cunducted by the
wkole Board of Examiners, any member of whiéh
may put such questions as may appear propern:if'
him to the candidute, upon any of the subjects &
examination  6th. The passing or rejecticn of onf
candidate to be decided by a vote of tke whek'
Board. 1t wesalso resolved that the Registrarbe
notified to bring and produce all certiﬁcates.t‘ﬂg&‘

documentary evidence as regards the curriculusm

candidates, or Thursdny, the 24th day of March;
and that a copy of this resolution shall be forwﬂ.l't?»?,a
to the heads of the vurious educational bodigh
Dr. H. F. Tuck, of Guelph, was appointed exstit
ner in Materia Medica and Botany, in place of It
H. A. Gordon, resigned. It wasresolved thait?
next meeting of the Council be held in Hamilki
on Tuesday, 19th April, 1870. Cortified, TE®
Pyxz, M.D., Cheirman.~—Toronto Globe. N
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- Boviews and Yotices of Books, |

TanwEr’s Crrvicar Mepicrxe awn PHYsIcar Drad- |
%0518. Third American, from the second Eng- l
- lish Edition. Revised by Trzsury Fox, M. 'D
&c. Published by Henry C. Lea, Phlladelphm
Toronto: Adam, Stevenson & Co. |
- This is an exceedingly useful little book, present- :
ing in portable form, weil condensed, but very dis-
_ iineily, a vast amount of instruction for students !
stiending hospital, and for older men busily engaged ]
in practice. 1 does not teach the treatment of dis-
“ease, but it takes the student to the bedside, and
ghows him how {odiagnose one disease from another,
ard for a beginner, thai is more than half the
hattle.
There are so many things to approve, that we
- bardly know where to begin. One passego in the
chapter on examination of children, we fully en-
dorse, although the laity, and many praciitioners,
we are sorry to say, take the opposite view. He
mye,—*“ by patience and good temper, by a quiet i
demeanor and a gentle voice, a diagnosis may bo !
formed almost as easily as in the case of adults.”
The whole chapter is worthy the careful attention of | ]
.those who have to treat sick children. Then he i
gives diractions how o report a case, and how to
conduct & posi mortam, both of which, if attended
Jg, would prevent much of the bungling we some-
times meet with. The chapter on medico-legal in-
'mhontmns, evidence in courts of law, and in rela-
tion to railway accidents, will be found most inte-
resting, in view of the many occurrences of the kind
- which we have recently witnessed in this country.
. Then we have chapters on the thermometer,
mlcroscope, ophthalmoscope, laryngoscope, and
sthygmograph, as aids to disgnosis. But while
We approve of all the anthor says, we must confess
- otir belief that the two latter will never be more
. ﬂmn toys or playthiags in the hands of the majority
.°i general practitioners. Their successful use re-
Agires more time and practice than most men can
afford, and more patience than most sick people
possess, unless they fall into the hands of a spe-
dislist, who has a peculisr power in gaining and
.ﬁxmg their confidence. ' But where s commumty
"I!hrge enough to sustair a man’'in devoting his
i whole time to the use of one or both, then we be-
:bvevhe may become 8o expert in the use of the
. scope and sphygmograph as to derive very
gi%at help from them in diagnosis.
rfh the chapter on ** circumstances that modify
#0,” we ars glad to se¢ attention drawn to the
p'nnted out by Weber, Brehmer, - Spengler,
and others, in relation to the ireatment of

consumplion by prolonged residence in elevated
| regions,

There appears to be a large mass of evidencs in
favour of the mountains; and we advise our
| friends o examine the matter carefully when called
upon to select a residence abroad for those threai-
| enad with phthisis, as we have beenlong convinced
that injufy was often done by sending such inva-
lids to warm, moist, miasmatic climates.

In the chapter on examining for Life Assurance,
we find some very clear and sound advice, viz.:—* If
in doabt about the propriety of accepting a certain
life, consider whether it would be advisable for the
office to have one hundred such cases on its books.””

“Decline the life of 2 person who is not sober.

| Suppose he has been given to drinking, and has

reformed two or three years, yet his life should be
declined, sizice permanent reformation is so very
rara.” Such is the oharacter of the little book be-
fore us, which for practical usefnlness will ezcel

! many works five {imes as pretentious.

OBSTETEIC APHORISMS, FOR THE USE OF STUDENTS
CoxMENCING MIDWIFRRY PRACTIOE. ByJOSEPH
GRIFFITHS SWATNE, M.D. From fourthrevised
English edition, with Additions. By EpwarD
R. Horcrins, M.D, Philadelphia : Herry C.
Lea. Toronto: Adam, Stevenson & Co.

We are glad to find this excellent little work has
been reprinted in America, and thus brought within
reach of our Canadian students. It treats first of
the management of natural labour ; then of those
cases which the student may, and again those which
he may not undertake without assistance. To this
is added, by the American editor, a chapter on the
care of the newly born infant, and another upon
abortion.

Withont professing to be a treatise upon de-
wifery, it is full of practical hints, which are of
incalculable value to the student and junior practi~
tioner. Wo have ourselves wused the book as &
student, in London, and can speak from personal
experience as to its utility. It contains just that
information in a concise shape, which the beginner
is constantly inneed of, and the possession of which
gives him ease and confidence as to the course he
ought to pursue. No student should begm pmctxce
thhout it,

Eavpeooxk oF Zoorocy, wird EXAMPLES FROM
CanAD1AN SpECIES, RECENT AND Fossn.. By
J. W. Dawsox, LL.D., F.R.S., &. Partl;
Inveriebrsata, with 2756 ’iilustrations. Dawson
Brothers, Montreal,

This volume comes up -{o our xdeal of a class—
book for the use of students and beginners, and
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will bs found useful by thoze engeged in busy
sirife, when they wish, in haste, to refresh the
memory on matlers pertsining $o this eaptivating
branch of science. We like the book, becs . 2 it
treats su largely of our own Canadian species, and
we think it is thus calculated to beget in the
minds of our native students an interest in Zoology
which the more comprehensive works will fail to
do. It adds greaily to the interest of any subject
we may study, if we can pick up the illustrations
during our morning walks or boliday rambles ; and
this little bock is just the thing to stick in the
pocket for a day’s ramble on the beach, or over
the mountain, or by the less romantic mud-hole of
our country roads. It gives very clear directions
for preserving and collecting specimens, and thess
are, we think, of peculiar value to the mnovice.
The work: is divided into chapters on Physiological
Zoology, Classification, Descripticns of the Radiata,
Mollusca, and Articulata, with a classifieation of
Vertsbrata ; and all are treated in so shori and
~cleaz* a manuer, and the pages illustrated with so old
farziliar faces, that we envy the young men who
-are privileged to zit under so abie a teacher as the
-author, ‘with such a guide as this hsndbook to
_eplighten the way and prepare the mind for the
-atudy of more elaborate works. :

SrziorR’s CaTALOOUE OF GERMAN LITERATURE
has been received by us from the publisher in New
York. Ttis written in good High Dutch, and ap-
pears to contain short historical sketches of several
Western American cities and institations ; but as
the only German we understand is a Duteh wife,
we have put the catalogue in a safe place for the
benefit of any subzcriber who may have a better
acguaintance with German language and literature
than ourselves.

«Cavaps Hrantn Jourwar, Edited by C. T. Cane-
. BELL, M.D., London, Ontario.

- Just too late to notice in our last issue, we re-
-ceived this little periodical. Though expressing no
particular Jeanings in the first aumber, we suppose
we maay look upon it as the exponent of the views
-of our Homceceopathic brethren, as it is under that
‘head that the editur ia registered.

" 'We havbreceived, through thekindnese of Messrs.
Copp, Clarke & Co.,” Brarfuwamre’s Rerrospecr,
and THE AWERIOAN JOURNAL oF OBsTeTRics, for
Janaary, 1870, both containing their ususl smount
of valuabie matter.. Wae ive our readers some
gelecti

SusscrrsErs whoe have paid Dr. Brock for Vol IE:
of the JournaL, will notice the acknowledgment
in another column ; he also wishes to anncuncs &
to unpaid subscribers, that if they psy vp bafois
the next issue, he will only require the sum of Tws
Doliars, after that, Three Dollars will be reguisile,.

ca——

Blisrellnneous, &r.

Hedico-Legal Decision.

The cobbler should not leave hislast, is an aphom
ism as true as it is trite, and as applicable to g
tlemen of the long robe, or the silver shoe-buckls,
as to the sons of St. Crispin.

1t is not many yoars since, a learned judge i
thig city called 2 inan to a seat on the bench, and
after half-an-hour’s conversation on business ma}-
ters, decided that he was perfectly sane, while many
medicel men and others testified that the man was
so haunted by the idea that his wife formed aleagus
with everybody where he might be living, for the
purpose of poisoning him, that he habilually ne
glected bis business and his family, and was allow
ing a large property tobe sguandered through shest
neglect, while he was continually movirg abou
from place to place, in order to escape the emisas'
ries of his wife. In view of the above circumstances;
we commend to our reader’s attention, the follow-
ing article from the Medical and Surgical Jourdly
and the New York Medical Gazette :— i

¢ On the evening of Friday, the 10th instant, &
paper of no little interest, entitled ‘ The case f
Hermann Albert, a medico-legal sfudy,” was read ber
fore the Medical Journal Association, by Dr. K
L. Parsons, Resident Physician of the New York
City Lunatic Asylum. It appears that a youd
man named Hermanr Albert, who has been iwies
an inmate of the Bloomingdale Asylum for th
Insane, and several times a patient at the New
York City Lunatic Asylum, was brought befor
Judge Ingreham the week previous, on a writd
habeas corpus, and wss discharged as an improps*
subject for detention in an Asylum for the Insana
Little was said in the paper regarding the unpwe
fessional evidence, beyond the simple fact that i&
the opinion of several shrewd business men, Alber
was not insane. Of the medical testimnony educé
there seomed to be three grades:—First, i
opinion of men whe knew nothing whatever, ¢ith®
of the relator or of the stud{ of mental diseases;
secondly, the opinions of those who were eith®
well acquainted with the relator or with the sabr
joct of insanity—but not with both ; and, 3
the testimony and opinions of those who were bog
well acquainted with the mental history and csr
dition of the relator, and well versed in the stusf:
of insanity. = The medical men belongi:lg to't88
first of these classes, were fully persuaded thih
Albert was not at 2ll insane ; those of the M

ey
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aps thought he was insame, but were not parti-
‘etlsrly decided in the expresaion of their opinion ;
“while those of the third class expressed a decided
snd unequivocal opinion, that-Albert was then in-
; geme, end dangerous, if allowed to go at large. * *
" .. ¢There ia httle doubt that a competent hoard of
inguisitors would have had no difficuliy in satisfy-
ing themselves and the court that the relator was
‘insene. On the night previous to his dis-
“¢harge, he was maniacal ; in the morning he wrote
sa incoherent document, and the moment the judge
) ounced his discharge, he commenced making an
srrelevant, crazy speech in court.

.4 We have been told that on the fourth day after
his discharge, Albert was recommitted to the asy-
jum ip a state of acute mania, since which time he
ks been incoherent, noisy, violent and destructive
—ihe prolonged excitement attendingthe investiga-
tion in court cannoi bave proved otherwise than
kighly prejudicial, to say nothing of the evils re-
apl_tig‘g froni his premature discharge.—Boston Med.
ond Surg. Jour.

On the Treatment of Oarbuncle.

By JAMES GREY GLOVER, BM.D.
- 7% % % Tnstead of the ordinary dressing of
linseed poultices, I apply turpentine ointment on a
~piece of lint the size of the carbuncle, or slightly
]&i;ke_i', and over this a large piece of cotton-wool.
The ordinary turpentine ointment of the Pharma-
oopeeia is rather sirong, and bears gemerally to be
mixed with equal parts of lard, or spermaceti oint-
mont. This dressing is light and clean, and slightly
siimulating. It seems to favour the vital process
of separation of the sloughs, and the return of a
batter hue to the affected skin. It should be
‘¢hanged twice or thrice a day, according to the
.stage and degree of the disease and the amount of
diacharge. S ’ .
- A8 to the general medical treatmont of the
patiept, there aro two points which 1 think im-
Portant ; first, tho administration, threc times a
day, of quinine, two grains or so, in conjunction
with tincture of the perchloride of iron, in ten or
fifleen minim doses, well diluted ; and, secondly,
“the administration nightly of a grain of opium to
~yelieve pain and procure sleep. More might be
~.2ecessery, but I have alwsys found this to be suf-
fieient, - .
The diet of the patient shounld be good and
i mowrishing; but it should be simple, and not incom-
mpding. I mean the patient should neither be
“tiaffod with food, nor heated with stimulants. “But
poef-tea or milk may be sdministered ad libitum,
834 1 think & glags or twio of wine i the diy helpa
" he patient. If the tongue is little furred, and

thors is not much anorexia, then the less departure
from ordinary sensible feeding the betier.

Terpentine ointment and cotton-wool locally, an
opiate at night, and guinine and iron thres or four
times a day, and a good, simple, nourishing diat,
are the essential points of the trestment I recom-
mend, and which I think the profession will find
satisfactory in the majority of cases. Within the
last few days I have had a case of carbuncle in @
patient about fifty, which almost provoked incision
by its tension snd tendency to spread, buit 1
abstained, and practised the above treatment, and
it has done excellently.—Practitioner.

Therapeuntic Effects of Mechanical Yibratory Motion.

A paper containing the resulis of inguiries made
on this subject has been published by Dr. Tayloz,
of New York, in the Medical Journul of that ecity.

{ The inguirics were made on several hundreds of

patients labouring under various kinds of maladies.
Dr. Taylor regards vibration as a rapid wave-like
métion, propagated in constant series through the
soft yielding substance of the body, from a con--
venient external point. The action consists of a
rapid dizplacement andreplacemant, and consequent
alteration of the cells, fibres, and membranes that
are in proximity, together with displacement of the
fluid contents of these structures, and of the fluids.
in which they are bathed. He draws attention to
the agreeable sensations and the remedial . effects-
well known o be produced by friction, and contrasts
this mode of producing motions of the deeper lying’
parts with that whicli he now introduces to the
profession, of imparting a series of very light,
rapid strokes, directed perpendieularly upon some
portion of the body. Such strokes cannot be satis-
factorily performed by the hand, as the operater
soon becomes fatigued, and it cunsequently became
requisite to invent some apparatus by which such
strokes can be effected.  After much rescarch and
numeraus experiments. Dr. Taylor has constructed
a scries of machines capable of the various uses
hitherto found desirable, In one form of the in-
strument slight taps are made ; in a second a rub-
bing movement ; and in a third method, which is
limited to the exiremities, the limb is oscillated
upon its axis with a short, quick, reciprocating
movement. The degree of rapidity with which
these. vibratory moveinents may be applied general-
1y ranges between one and two thoussnd vibrato:

acts per minute. The more rapid rate produces ef-
fects somewhat allied to those of a diffusive
stimulant, except that it is more permanent, and is
not followed by any siyn of <cpression. . The time
during which any pcrtion of the body may be sub-
jected to vibratory aclion will depend on the

pathology-of .the case. In paralysis the instrumént
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may be used withont siimt, but in some forms of | zymotic dizeases, has not hitherto been practiesidy
nervous affection requires caution in its application. | on account of the unsuitability of the pure acidfs
‘One of the most direct.and conspicuous of the | the purposs. The sulpho-carbolates, of whigh
-effects of vibration is an increase of temperature, | perhaps the best ia the codium salt, can be readily
not, however, rising above the natural standard, | administered, and in ¢ransitu through the systen
and sometimes followed by perspiration. This ; the carbolic acid isset sree and escapes with the
effect Dr. Taylor atiributes to increased oxidation, | breath, and sulphate  of sodium passes off by tha
occurring in ths fhuids and tissues. Vibration also | wrine. From experiments made, it is found thet
causes elimination of waste products. It isan ex- | half a grain of pure carbolic acid is equivalent ¢
cellent revalsive. It removes capillary congestions, | twenty grains of sulpho-carbolate of soda.  From
and finally it promoles sbsorption.—N. Y. Med. | twenty to sixty grains of the latter shonld be giveg

Four.—Practitioner, . - . ot & dose, dissolved in water. It is not nwupleasant
. i in taste, and is readily borne by the stomach, X
Eahalation of a in Conswmption. ig particularly useful, of course, in zymotic diseases,

. as scarlatina, but is of great use in phthisis
Theoretically, for some time the thoughts of the | which dzses:’e it arrests gx;}ale niigeh;nslv?veats é:;
profession have been iurned in the direction of | checks the foctor of expectoration.-——Braithi’baiéé,
inhalation of oxygen as a source of relief in: cases of | Janwuary, 1870,
deficient oxidation, znd some benefit has besn de- ——
rived, but ‘‘ whether due to the direct addition of Prosiration aristeg dering the Prerpernl Siats,
oxygen to the bleod, or to a sedative action on the Turpentine given internally, or by injection, i
nerve centers,. or through its promotion of secretion | nop onl iz well k extremel ek
from Liver and kidneys and removal of temporary aot ony, 33 is well known, exiremely nseful
congestion, is not kls"xown ? In ten cases (I:fo con- casei ofru::n?_e hem(;rrhagte, bxat ll)n thosf:dca.sewi
. 3 oo -
sumption subitted for testing its value, the fol- f;z:.pmll)itoic';!a;dlg;’enf Ztgcoﬂg sym}tﬁx'})slno? “:::’
g s T ovnan; b e | vl il petional n ot ol vl e
% & 3 3 ) * ing the advent of a typhoid condition. an in-
r’smalmng.ionr, 33%311“3- of only four pounda— | teresting typical case, the injection of turpentine
N. Y. Jouraal of icine, 2 and mucilage by the bowel secmed the first thing
{In conmection with the above, we muay state - to light up the dying embers of life.—Braithwaila

that an elderly lady of our acquaintance, while 1
recently l&bom:ing srder an attack of acuts albu- ’ Belladonna in Incontinence of Urine.

P . : .- i In cases where children have been in the habi{
minuriz, general anasarca, and extreme irregularity | wetting the bed nightly, it i3 recornmended to gire

_of the heart, s'uﬁ'ered. intensely from orthopnces, f five drops tr. belladona three times s day, and soe-
‘the face becoming -quite blue. . Oxygen, prepared i tinue for one or two months. —Medical Gazstft~
by simply heating in a'flask, chlorate of potash, | Oregon Medical and Swrgical Reporter. -
aad black oxide of manganese, was administered ! B T === T
from time'to time, and afforded the greatest pos- | Jash received by Dr. Brock;in payment of Vol. B
‘gible relief, the face becoming clear and the breath- | . — W
iy comparatively easy in a few minutes; and | Drs. Diswond, H. H. Wright, Lizars, Hoddes,
althoagh she atbsequentiy died, apparently From | Rowell, RBet}l:une, Fulton, Nmsta.nley, Barrisk,

- tho cardias ¢rauble, yet her friends had the aatis- Aikins, Rosebrugh, Howson, Newcombe, Richssd

. Lo .. son, C. B. Hall, Lawlor, Hampton, Phillips, K
tion of thus relieving her distrees when they could | pedy, Thorburn, Cummings, ﬁ»sa, Small, Bovel,
not do sc by any other means.}—Ep. D. M. J. ! Toronto; Doig, Denbigh; Johnson, Millbank ; Phily

. : - . ) i ‘Waterdown ; Mnssecar, Otterville ; Fee, Kingsion;
o . - Boothing SyEmp. McGill & Rae, Oshawa; Rounds, Drumbo ; Nellet
+ According to the: California Medical Guzette, an :Aond%n; Catmoemg_, Port %t:hpe: ClorsonBWaim
. RN .5 £l on; Covernton, Simcoe; nundson, Brochvilis;
analys 12 of the n.bo've proved it to cofz.am nez‘srly Martyn, Kincardine; McMurchie, Clinton ; Parkes
one gram ,°f, morphia and other slkeloids of opium | ggerling ; Fife, Brampton; Dupries, Odessa } Bat
to the ounce’; hence the half-teaspoonful dose | ham, Princeton ; Booth, Odeesa; Douglass, Pot:
directed for a .child three months old would be | Elgin; R. H. Davis, York ; T. Maore, Picton; &
equal to.the sixteenth of a grain of wmorphiz, and | H. Drmke, Kingsville; Griffin, Brantford ;

‘double that quantity, thres or four times a day, is | Clinton; Woodruff, London ; Hornibrook, Mitsl
directed for children of aix months. Verily, Mrs. | Henwood, Hamilton; Ssvage, Delta ($1); Davise
.Winslow is & benefactress to the present genera- | Beaverton.
tion of American women who dread the encum-
brance, of large fenilies.—{Ep. D. M. J. ‘ .

. zyﬁquc'nna other Disexsés, Differential Diagnosis in Disease of the Spine::

.. The Sulpho-Carbolates—There can. be no doubtas |  Chss. F. Taylor, N.¥. o

%o the action of carbolic acid when applied locally | Report of the Kew York Orthopeedic Dispensé®
. to & wound, but ils internal nse for the destruction ; The Minogoment of Lumber and Paoas Abswf
"of foreign and noxiuns germe in the blood, asin ’ By Chas. F. Taylor, N, Y. .

o

Pamphiets Beceived.




